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- elon of industry during the first years of ths war.

et

TRADE UNION RESOLUTION

The Fourth Convention of the Workers Party tekes place eight
months after the close of the Second World Imperialist War. In g
very lmportant sense our party can be called a product of the Se-
cond World Imperialist War. The party was born in a sturggle, in-
side the Sodalist Workers Party; a struggle directly oonnected with

- the war and with issues growing out of the war. Virtually the en-~

tire 1ife of the party was lived during the war years. The party

- got its first opportunity to enter industry; to enter the unions,

to emerge from & dreary isolation, to begin to acquire genuine ex-
perience in the class struggle; with the rpaid and prodigious expan~

| It was only in the last two years of the war that the party
really emerged from an "underground existence", and made the first
appreciable break away from the status of a propagenda sect. This

" Was the real meaning and content of what was called "the proletar-
 ian orientation of the party", "the industrialigzation of the par-
- ty membership." It was during the war years that the Trotskyist

movement in the U.5. for the first time had a real opportunity to

- begin sinking its roots in the proletariat, in the unions end in

the' mass prodiction industries, where the decisive and most pro-

- gressive seotion of t he working .class is employed. -

It was during this period of vast industrial expansion that
our young and inexperienoced comrades had the opportunity, for the
firet time in their lives, to beccme an integral part of the work- -
ing olass and to participate in the struggles of the proletariat. ’

Almost the whole party had the opportunity to acquire thie

- experience to some degree. While more than 150 of “the male com-
rades, who entered the factories at the beginning of the war, were

called up; their places were taken by younger male comrades and
female comrades who carried on to the close of the war. Thus the
party, as a whole, was able to gain invaluable experiemce in the

~class struggle: to learn what the working class is like, to ac—

quire much needed experience in the practical aspects of trade
union activity and to begin that all-important lesson: how to

'advance the political program of the party for the trade unions.

To attempt to evaluate the activity of the party in the unions
over the past eix years without understanding this can only sow
confusion, engender pessimism and lay the foundation for a retreat
from the factories and the unions. It is necessary therefore to
emphasize and re-emphasize, thatthe past six years were a period

~during which the Trotskyist movement, as exemplified by air party,
‘for the firet time shook itself locse from a predominant literary
- and propaganda participation in the class struggle, and took up

the classstruggle in the factory, the union and on the picket line.
This is where we begin; where we begin to appraise our course in
the past, and where we begin to organize our perspectives for the

future. = _ 5 1287
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We cannot talk about our perspectives in the trade unions
however, or even about the situation in the unions, in any fruit-
ful way for the party until we face frankly the situation in which
the party finds itself today. With the close of the war the trade
union work of the party was all but disestablished. Our comrades,
who were young, who had enetered industry late and who therefore
were among the lowest in seniority, were laid off and the party
found itslef out of the factory and out of the active life of the
unions. This was the situation which the party found its2if in
at the beginnirg of the "reconversion period"; and while there are
signs of improvement, this is pretty much the situation with the
party today. : .

“ We expect %o be back in the factories and back in the unioms,

but we are not there today. This was borne in on the party with
tremendous seriousness at the time of the G strike. Here when

an important secticn of the working class was carrying on a sirug-
gle against a powerful section of the bourgeoisie, our party could
only stand on the sidelines and distribute LABOR ACTION. And this
at a time when the Gil workers had raised the most advanced slogan
ever developed in the labor movement, in the U.5., during the
strike. We had to stand on.the sideiines because we had no mem-
bers in a single Gi plant. It was to be in the discomforting po-
‘sition of being revoluti.naries without a union, of being divorced
from the most advanced of the striking workers and with no oppor-
tunity to intervene save through our press. This is a serious
guestion, fof revolutionaries vith a correct program and with an
unblemished record to find themselves with no place %0 apply that
program; without the opportunity to test that program with the
most advanced workers, right at the time when these workers have
reached a high point in the class struggle.

The Active Workers Conferencs aﬁproved a resoluticn entitled
‘nThe Role of the Party in the Trade Unions". The analyses con=
tained in that resolution are valid today. But that resolution

or any document on the role of the party in the mass movement, can
have merely a pedagogical value so long as the party remains out
of the factory and out of the unicns. No amount of analysis, of
interpretaticn, of comment and advice, is or can become a correct
substitute for active participatim in the concrete and organized
struggles of the workers and toilers. It is upon them that we
base ourselves. It is in their ranks that we sink our roots. It
is from their struggles that we draw our strength and renew our
strength. It is they whom we call upon to assume leadership of
the masses and the leadership of the nation. We pose the gquestion
of the leadership of the proletariat and the toilers for every
.struggle of the masses as a Wwhole, pr for any section of the mas-
ses: for the Negro in the struggle for democratic rights, for

the veteran as he seeks to solve his post-war problems, for the
women workers, for the lower ranks of the urban middle class and
for the working farmers. v : :

~In our party it should be considered & mere truiem, among
the older members, When we say these things. To say that in order
to influence the proletarist, we must be in thelr midst should be
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considered a platitude. To be in their midst must mean, and in
the concrete circumstances can only mean, to be in the factory and
in the union. If the party is to grow and prosper it must not
sgbstigute other types or areas of activity for the factory and
the union. - :

The most excellent political and tradé union resolutions can -
not be a substitute for the living experience of participation in
the life and organized activities of the real Working class. The
present excellence of LABCR ACTIWN is no subst itute for our pre-
sence. in the factory and the union.

For the present WP to be in the factory and the unions, how- .
eéver, is not enough. Even if every member of our party were in
the unions and active, the party's influence Would be very slight.
It is necessary not only that the party be in the factory and the
union with a correct program; it is just as important that we mul-
tiply our forces and many fold by recruiting from the factory and
the union. _ ’

These are pressing and concrete problems which the WP must
face and work out a solution for. The general political line of
the party has been tested in action. The overall trade union 1lin e
of the party has been tested in acticn and found fundamentally cor—-
rect. The main problem for us today is the organizational prob-
lem of getting the party back into industry, back into the unions
and the reorgsniz=tinn of the party industrial concentraticns. Cur
re-entry into industry and into the unicne must be followed by
planned and intensive recruitment to the party. -

II. The Situation in the Labor dovement

In a communication to the party branches, over the signature
of the National Secretary, the statement was made that "the end
of the war has unleashed a powerful movement of the workers which
‘was successfully restrained and even suppressed during the war by
. the bourgeoisie acting through its labor lieutenants, the -trade
~union bureaucracy. This mov ement is manifested in the series of
strikee that has swept some of the most iiportant basic industries
of the country. It is more clearly manifested in the demande the
Workers are making and most clearly manifested in the demands that
were made in the strike against the General liotors Corporation.®

It was impossible for the trade union bureaucracy to restrain
the labor movement after the war was ended. The retraining influ-
ence of the labor bureaucrats and the political finesse of Roose~
velt, who was no longer at the helm, did not operate successfully
after the close of hostilities. The whole history of the working
- clasg in the U.S., its militancy and sense of freedom, w orked
against their accepting any plan for carrying over the wartime con-
ditions into t'e period of peace. For the ranks of labor, the war-
time concessione were only a temporary cessation of the struggle;

a truce entered into with the bourgeoisie. The patriotism, the
claes collaboration of the working class masses must not be equa-
ted with the conscious chauvinism and the conscious class collabor-
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ation of the trade unicn bureaucracy. While the ranks march under
the leadership of the labor bureaucracy, they do not accept this
leadership uncritically. From time to time they find themselves
out of step with the bureaucracy; they break ranks and explore
other avenues of struggle and other programs than those tradition-
al with the trade wnion movement. _ .

This is precisely what transpired in the course of the 1946
strike wave. The resentment of labor over its treatment during
the war and the betrayal of its confidence by the government was
further aggrawted by the clear realization that the big bourgeoisie
was proceeding in an organized way to lower further the standard
of living of the masses by wage reductions and price increases. In’
order to force higher price conoessions from the government, the
bourgeoisie was retarding reconversion and the resumption of pro-
duction and thereby threstening labor with unemployment. While
this in itself could serve as an assault on the unions, the ruling
class added to its offensive the demand that "company security"
~ Clauses be included in union contracts. ‘ _

: The latest phase in the offensive of monopoly capitalism is
portrayed in the efforts of the automcbile manufacturers to reduce
the unit cost or producticn 'by & renewal of the speed-up technigue,
80 rampant in the autcmobile industry particularly before the —
organization  of that industry. , .

The monopoly capitalist proceeded with a nation-wide offen-
sive against the masses to accomplish their purposes. They aimed
att 1. Price control by monopolism without burdensome government .
regulaticn or restrictien. 3. The hold-up of production or dis-
tribution pending the breaking of the price ceilings. &. Consent
to only the barest minimum increase in wages, with the idea in
mind of using the wage increases as a talking point for price ri-
ses. The unicns were expected to collaborate with the employers
in putting this scheme across. 8ome employers sought to inveigle

. organized labor into acquiescence by taking the initiative in

~ granting small wage rises. 4. Seeking tax relief and availing
themselves of excess profits tax carry back provisions. 5. Re-
ducing the unit cost of production and increasing productivity by
the speed-up, time study procedures and technological improvement
6. The capstong of the whole offensive was the demand for "Com-
pany security." This was intended not only to wezken the unions
generally but to lay the base for the assumption of leadership in
the locals by the moet conservative and class collaborationist ele~
ments. : -

The unione resisted this assault. They have slowed up the

. drive. The lead in this counter-offensive was taken by the CIO
with the UAW as the vanguard. It is of great significance, hows
ever, ‘that the strikewave was not confincd to the CIO. +<n it were
numerous AFL unions, including the ULWA, independents and notifi-
cation ¢« the taking of a strike vote by two or three railway in-
ternaticnals. The first half of 1946 witnessed a real upheaval

in the ranks of organized labor, aimed not only at holding the
line of gains already made but %o increase those gains. 1290
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The high tide of the strike wave was reached in the demand
of the GM workers for an inspecticn of the GM books by the union
and the further demand for wege increases without any correspond-
ing increase in the price of G preoducts. While this demand did
not catch on even in the UAW as a whole it did daucceed in stirr-
ing a large section of workers to a level of thinking not reached
heretofore. It was our party which really understood th¢ GM de~
mands and which exposed their revolutionary implications in the
columns of LABCR ACTION. It was the party in fact which gave the
demands the label: "The G Program.? :

While Reuther, the social-democratic reformist liberal had
far better insight into the real situation, he was no more egual
to what -was demanded of a leadership than were Murray, Thomas,
William Green or any of the rest of the more conserva%ive trade
union leaders. In the manner of the reformist, Reuther could on-
ly propose a partial program and a partial solution. While it is
true that his partial program was revolutionary in implication
Reuther dealt with the GM Program" as though there were no aiffer-
ence between it and the simple demand for 30 cents an hour in-
crease in wages. 4n hie actions during the strike and subsequent-
ly, Reuther made the "Gii Program" and the 30 cents demands, a
matter of ordinary collective bargaining procedure. This became
exceedingly clear when Reuther agreed, on the basis of his logic
and his Tarithmetic", that if profits were reduced to zero wages
might be reduced to zero. It was only our party which gave the
correct answer which is ermbodied in our transition slogan for the
nationglization of the basic industries and enterprises.

The timidity of Reuther, his petty-bourgeois reformist pro-
.clivities and his basic class collaborationist notions, were a
major factor in keeping the preponderant influence in the hands
of the outright conservatives and reactionaries and the govern-
ment. With such a leadership, the workers could only halt the
offensive of the monopoly capitalist for a season. Right at the
time when the working clmes was demonstrating the first faint
beginnings of emergence from the suffocating effects of bourgeols
pressure and applied indoctrination during the war; the trade
union bureaucracy as a whole was capitulating to the Truman Ad-
ministration. Not only this but this leadership was also engag-
ing in internal f acticnal wire-ulling and obstructionist tactics
for the maintenance of the buresucratic privileges and prestige of -
the various groups and cliques in the labor movement.

Because of the inane class collaboratiocn, the political skull- .

duggery and the petty considerations motivating the trade union
bureaucracy; combined with the political backwardness of the ranks
of labor, the strike wave could not become an all-powerful move-
ment of labor against the capitalist ruling class. The full po-
litical implications in the struggle were not revealed to the
masses by their leadership. Hence itwas possible for the leader—
ship to retard the development of planned and organized mass mil-—-
itancy among the work~rs themselves and to center the struggle

in the White House and the government fact-finding boards. Those -
among the t radeunion buresucracy, like Reuther, who had somgunder-—
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standing of the explosive nature of the struggle whichwas taking
place, shuddered as they contemplated the poseibility of their
being called upon to lead labor in a real class struggle which
would include not only the monopoly capitalist but the government
as well. Here was a working class seared by its wartime exper-
_iences and skeptical of any real improvement in its condition
through the agency of the employers and the government, but ready
for battle. This was true not only cf the CIO workers but of the
AFL, railway and the workers in the independent unions. There
wags at least an elementary unity of feeling, unity of demands and
an emerging conscicusness of harmony of interest.

Inherent in this concrete situation was the opportunity for
the accomplishment of many things in the labor movement. 8implest
of all was the opportunity for winning the full wage demands as
they were put forward. Also, any adequate interpretation of the
strike wave must take into account the fact that this struggle
indicated the necessity for the unification c¢f the lahor movement.
If the labor bureaucracies had posed the question of unification;
explaining the nature of the bourgeois offensive and the role of
the government, labor as a whole would have given an affirmative
reply. It is in just such situations as the last_ strike wave,
following on the war that the unificstion of the labor movement
can be posedurealistica%%y. 4n the present concrete circumetances,
to put the question in my other connection is either romantic
or elge objectively tc support the designs of the labor lgadership
in attempting to preserve and protect their cwn burgaucratic in-
terests. ‘ :

In this strike wave situation, labor was face to face, in

- the most realistic manner, with the necessity for making a deoci~
sion for independent political action and the formation of labor's
own party. Here wae a mass mcvement of labor with demands pri-
marily for the enhancement of its material condition but with
clear undertones of dissatisfaction with being confined to the

~ pphere of economic demands as they have been formerly understood
~in the trade union movement. ' :

Thisprimitive consciousness of the need for new directions
was smothered by the bureaucracy and directed away from any pro-
gram for sustained and irreconcilable independent action by the
proletariat. _ ‘

~ We have said that the proletariat replied to the offensive
of the united bourgeoisie with a counter—offensive. It must be
“understood however thst thic is true only in the political sense€
of having advanceé new slogans and on a higher level than ever be-
fore. Thiswas the counter-offensive. It could have been made
to yield tremendous gains for the masses if it had been backed up
with the necessary militancy and aggressiveness. This was lack-
ing in the strike wave. While the political content of the re-
cent strike wave was incomparably higher than the sit-in strikes
" of 1937, the great steel strike of 1919 or the fierce strikes of
the 70's, it had none of the type of militancy associated with
these strikes. , : o 29)L
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With all of ites militancy and its political progress, the
working clzss todey is faced with a grave danger, which must be re-
solved if the masses are to escape defeat. For the present labor
movement, this danger has its origins in the Hew Deal and the la-
bor policies of the Roosevelt New Deal: what hss become known in
the CIC as "the labor policies of the late President Roosevelt."®
This means in effect, the continuation by the CIO leaderbBhip of de-
pendence on the government, thst is, on the Democratic Party, so
long as this Party or any leading sectizn of it poses as the par—
ty of the New Deal. This indoctrinates labor with the idea that
1t must not only make demands of the government but that it must
depend on the government in the struggle against the monopoly capi-
~talist. This induces in the masses a tendency to substitue reli-
ance cn the bourgeois state for their own independent clase action.

Hence there is a progressive tendency for strikes to be set-
tled in Washington and not on the picket lines. -

lhis danger may become particulary significant today just be-
cause'labor is becoming more politically conscious. Political ac~
tion of the -type indulged in by the PAC, combined with tranquil pic-
ket lines can lead labor to terrible defeat. In all of its hig~
tory the labor bureaucracy has executed no greater betrayal than
its insistence on labor marking time on the picket line, while this
bureaucracy capitulated to » gove nment whose existence is in large
part; due to the political support of a working class PAC, whioh
labor has been led to believe is its own political weapon.

Our party has not paid sufficient attention in its propaganda
to the clarification of the issues involved in this situatioch. The
CIO bureaucracy has led the membership to believe that the New
Deal regime of Roosevelt or the quasi-New Deal regime of Truman is
a government in which labor can have some measure of confidence.
They lead labor to make demands of the government and leave the
. Wworking class with the @elusion that these demands can be advanced
with oonfidence. They, all of them in the CIC put the PAC forward -
as genuine independent working class political action. As is to
be expected of course, they at no time, expose the class role of
the government or the nature of the capitslist state. What is im-
portant is that it is doubtful that the workers get a clear dis-

- tinction and understanding of the differences between our propagan-
da for making demands on the government and the procedure of the
labor bureaucrats of the CIO. .

It is only through the combination of the emerging political
consciousness of the masses with the traditional organized physi--
cal militancy, that the way will be opened for the development of
class consciousness and the formation of any new organs of strug-
gle which will be apcropriate for a higher stage of the class
strugile. This stage will not be reached of course without the
conscious and effective intervention of the Revolutionary Social-
iet Farty. Here is an appropriate place for ttz party's labor par-
ty slogan; to clarify the meaning of our proprganda for calling on
the government and making demands on the government. 93
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( It is necessar, for labor to understand the difference be~
tween politicel action on the part of the bourgeoisie, which al-~
ready has social power and attempts at political action by a class
which has only its numbers. When this is @orrectly understood by
labor it will perceive the necessity for maintaining the tradition-
al forms of struggle in the most militant manner and integrating
these forms of struggle with independent political action. Other-
wise, the proletariat will fall victim to the most insipid and
defeatist forms of reformist parliamentarism.

It is important that the party come to a full and complete
understanding of the situation in the labor movement. While it is
imperative that we do not overesti ate the level of development of
the working class, it is no less imperative that we do not under-
estimate this development. We must not develop moods of pessimism
or cynicism (e.g., the "dumb workers" attitude of the petty bourge-
ois radical). Our faith in the proletariat to come to ite own aid
if it receives support and guidance from the vanguard, particular-
ly from the revolutionaries, is based on the accomplishments of
the proletariat in the U.S., which arc clear to Be seen. The past
ten years have witnessed tremendous progress by the working class.
From the formation of the CIO to the organization of the PAC is a
period of remarkable progress. This progress continues and is
accentuated today by the projected organizing drives of the 0IO
and the AFL in the South. No matte what the conflicts between
the two organizations may be, the southern workers wili be organi-
ged for the first time in history. The economic, social and po-
litical implications in this campaign of organization go far be-
yond the intentions or the understanding of the trade union leader-

ship. The social and politicai forces which will be unleashed
will extend far beyond the confines of the South. :

Here, for the first time, a really effective blow will be
dealt the poll tax. For the first time since Reconstruction, an
~effective assault will be made on oppression, exploitation and
jim-crow in the South. The drive to organize the Bouth cannot but
be a campaign to dy up the rivers of hate and jim-crow at their
geographical source. The material to be organized is the poor
whites and the poor Negroes. With thé elevation of the economic
standards of both groups the way will be prepared for their common
social and political development. The organization of the poor
Negroes and the poor whites into unions together is the broad high-
way over which the masses of the Soutl and of the nation.. must
begin the march toward the acquisition of their common and their
particular demands and the fulfillment of their class interests.

The progress of the working class is hindered and retarded
by the existence and activities of the totalitarian and anti-work-
ing class Stalinist party. This police party is especially dan-
gerous today. Its activities and machinations are a barrier in
the way of the political development of the proletariat and to
the intervention of our party. With its recent "left turn", the
Communist Party again placed itself in position to draw support
from the working class. It can do this because this party is root-
£d in the unicns. It has not only thousands of members in the
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unions and complete control over several internationals of the CI0

R;{ 1t also has people in leading positions in the CI0O and the

It is not enough for our party to take the position that the
Mleft turn' is not a genuine left turn, that the turn was dicta-
ted from the Kremlin, that when it suits Stalin, he will order a
right turn. These things are clearly understood by the WP but
they are understood only vaguely by the working class. While, in
any case, the agitation and the propaganda of the WP against the
§talinict party will be limited due to the small forces of the WP,
we can and must make such agitation and propaganda as we can carry
one more concrete than we have in the past. To say correctly that
we must wage political warfareegainst the §taliniste should not
means that it should be over the head of the average worker.

. The most potent blow which can be aimed at the Stalinists to-
day is the call for independent political action and the forma-
tion of -the labor party. In order to make such an attack effec~
tive, however, the party and its members in the unions must be
prepared to combat the confusion in the heads of the workers a—
bout the meaning of independent political action. In order to head
off independent political action the Stalinists are today very
slyly giving aid and comfort to notlons about a "third progressive
party", a "broad party with a not too narrow base", and a "party

of labor, farmers, the middle clace and emall businessmen.”

. To put the Stalinists to rout by even the most radical eco-
nomic demands will present some difficulties today in the period
of their new "#arxist-Leninist® turn. The party members in the
unions, however, can accomplish something here if they aim always
to use and exploit what distrust and skepticism about the 8talin-
jsts ‘among the workers, in connection with the past positions
taken by the CP. : ' _

The working class in the U.5. occupies a favored and advan-
tageous position among the world's toilers. Our trade unions do
not struggle for reconstitution in a jand ravished by fasciem and
war. We have had no experience with the concentration camp, the
military congueror, the vicissitudes of civil war, colonial ex-=
ploitation cr Stalinist barbarism. %e do not attempt %o function

.and reise our stendard of living in a country which, in order %o

‘carry on must seek loans from another and wealthier country . The
working claes in the U.S. ig a relatively free working class. This
freedom and this favored position however places great responsi-
bilities on the working class in the U.S. 7e and our trade unions.
have first of all the respensibility to combat any and every ten-
dency of our own bourgeoisie to coddle and pacify the working class
here through the exploitation and degredation of the European and
Asiatic masses. .

It is the responsibility < labor in the U.S. te demonstrate
its solidarity with the wretched miliioms of Burope and Asia by
rendering them material aid, alvays under the control of workers
organizations. The demand by.labor for high production in the
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U.S. should not be for the purpose of supplying this country alone,
nor for export in the regular channels of commerce, but in order
to supply the material needs of the millions of labor outside the
U.S. Lebor should not succumb to the propaganda of the bourgeois
hypocrites and their petty-bourgeois meniale who tell the masses
to tighten their belts so that others may have a few more calories.
Law r in the U.S. must demand that the whole world be fed, housed
and clothed, that prodection here be advanced to meet the demand.
It is in tais concrete way that American labor can demonstrate its
solidarit); with its class in Europe and Asia.

A s!gnificant phase of the transformation of the trade union
movement is the ever increasing number of Negroes and women who
are entering industry and the unions. This was tremendously acceler-
ated during the war. %hile it may be true that white women will
not remain in industry in such large numbers as during the war,
there will be a far larger number of female workers than before the
war. In many instances, these women were middle dass women who Were
only attracted by the higher wages paid in industry than in the
white collar occupations. But because of the probability that wo-
men will represent a larger part of the labor force than before the
war, it will be necessary for the unions to give grester attention
to the problems connected with the integration of female workers in-
to the unions, to the problem of equal pay for women workers and to
the very difficult matter of dispelling the reactionary cultural

attitudes of male workers tovard women workers.

In the case of Negro workere, it will be imperatige for the
unions to be continually on the alert against discriminatory prac-
tices by employers and the unions themselves. The post-war period
will be one where there will be a tendency for the employers to
revert to their former jim-crow practices in connection with the
hiring, classification and promotion of Wegroes. It is only the
labor movement which is in position to deal with this question ef-
fectively and {2 the proper working class manner. The only effec-
tive manner of dealing wWith this complex question is in the devel-
opment of class solidarity, both in the economic and political
arena and not through any extraordinary proceduree and proposals
for special considerations for legroes, such as the recent super-
seniority proposals made by the &talinists and others.

Negro women workers present an opporturnity to the unions to-

\day to express class solidarity in a most outstanding manner. Dur-

ing the past four years Negro women for the first time have become
factory workers in large numbers. This is a radical change in the
economic status of these women, who have been confined heretofore
largely to domestic service and the most menial and laborious la-
bor in the fields, laundries and as scrubwomen.

(The situation with the veterans in the unions is discusszd in
a special resolution on t is question.) .
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II1. The Role of the Party

It 18 only by giving mature consideration of t he questions
considered in sections I and II of this resoluti-n that The Role
of the Party in the Trade Unions should or can be considered in
any concréte way. Furthermore, it must be emphasized again and
again that in-discussing the role of the party we mustkeep con-
stantly in mind that we are talking about the Workers Party as it
is today, and neither a large mass party nor some ideal party which
has been.conjured up in a rezolution. Also the role of the party
must .be outlined to fit the present sltuation in the working olass
and the actual and present level of political consciousness among
the real workers, inciuding the "advanced" workers.

Not only must the party consider its rolefor the present and
future in the manner of the above but we must keep these things in
mind when we apiraise the trade union work of our party for the
past years of its existence. . : : ,

Our party and every member has ample reason to be justly
proud of its record of sctivity in the trade union movement. We
do not mean by this that we did not make serious mistakes, that
the work was alwayse properly and adequately directed or that we-
could not have done better. This is p:rtioularly true in the mat~-
ter of the low recruitment and in our laxity in presenting, for
instance, the party labor party slogan in the unicns. What we
mean, first of all, is that the party worked out and applied to
considerable degree a cowect line for the unions. We conducted
-excellent propaganda ggainst the no-strike pledge, the WLB and
incentive pay:. The high mark of our activity for the revocation
of the no-strike pledge occurred at the 1944 convention of the
UAW. Here we supplied the political and a large part of the or-
ganizational leadership for the struggle which took place in that
gonvention and for the formation of the Rank and File Progressive

I'Oup . :

The Labor Secrectary or some other members of the Party were
assigned to cover all the important trade union conventions for
the party and for LABCR ACTIUN. The presence of leading party
people at these conventions not only gave us the opportunity to
deal with the concrete questions of the labor movement, but these
trips also were the source of valuable contacts for the party.

In any number of instances, the party was able to intervene di-
rectly in the procedure of the conventions and in some small way,
at times, be instrumental in determining the results.

~ We distributed hundreds of thousands of copies of LABOR ACTION
and pamphlets in the mass organizations and among the workers
employed in the factories. The Educational Fepartment issued an
excellent manual on sertain theoretical aspects of the trade union
gquestion. A great weakness in the conduct of this work has been
that no trade union pamphlets have been issued and far too little
educational literature for the party and for general distributiocn.

While our fraction work has been spotty and generally weak,
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there have been notable exceptions. These exceptions occurred in
the ship, electrical, automobile and railroad workers unions.
Outstanding here, for a party the size of the WP, was work in ship
local 42 in Philadelphia, Local 425 in New York, in the auto lo-
cals in Detroit and Chicago, the formation of the RWJAC among
railroad workers, in the steel local at Reading. . :

- Recently the party has recruited some excellent workers in
the Iron Range section of Mkinnesota, Who are going ahead with a
full program of activities in the unions and making headiay in
their efforte to establish a party branch in this region.

1t may be necessary to call the attention of the party again
to our activity in S.E. Mo., among the sharecroppers and tenant
farmers, especially to the strike of 1943 vhich was organized and
" lead by the party. . :

In the matter of party propaganda, the outstanding accomplish-
ment were around the miners! strikes of 1943 and the G strike of
thig year. In both of these struggle our party took the lead in
propiganda through the columns of LABOR ACTION. In each of these
stru,;gles, it was our party alone which provided adequate and
correct agitstional, propagenda and interpretive material to the
working class. _ .

These are a few of the highlights in the activity of the
party in this field. They are ijncluded here to call the atien~
tion of the party to these important facts and to aid the party
in considering its activity for the coming days. What is neces-
sary to impress on the party is the pertinent fact that the aoc-
‘complighments of the WP, being what it is and with the forces at
our disposal, has made an extraordinary record in the field of
_trade union work. Thereis no pbasis whatsoever for gloom, pessi-
‘migm or for the party to be influenced by any agitation suggesting
the superiority of other arenas of party activity. ' ' )

, During our trade union 1ife, the ¥P as a whole has resisted
cormctly ‘sectarian and ultrarradical approaches to ite trade
unions work. This, too, is one of our accomplishments, consider-
ing that we are a party preponderantly comprised of politically
educated, loyal, active, but inexperienced youth. On the other
hand, we have not succumbed to the trade union conservatism of .
the SiP. Even during the war we did not establish caution and

watchful waiting as a line of policy, in the manner of the §WP.

In playing ites proper role in the unions, the party must al-
ways keep uppermost a clear conception of the nature of political
activity and the responsibility of the Marxist party to assume the
main responeibility for giving political education to the working
¢lass. Ve are not primarily or distinctly trade union organizers.
The party is and must continue to be th:t instrument ﬁhose_chief
function is to provide a political progranm for the unicns. It is
only by emphasising this that we will be egble to make the rgnks
of the party understand that TRADE UNICN WOHRK IS POLITICAL WORK,
that slong with the political propaganda carried in LABOR ACTIOHW,
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pe%ty-bourgeois or sectarian proposals to reduce the amount of
trade union activity which the party engages in or to suggest the
ggssibility of greener fields elsewhere than. in the factories and
-the unions. .

, New proletarian membzrs of the party must be drilled in this
fundamental conception until they clear.y distinguish between the
party end the union, and between political propaganda and the rou-
tine dey to day trade union activity. ‘

In playing ite proper role in the unions, the party will
find it necessary again and again to distingulsh between the most
conservative gecticn of ‘the trade union bureaucracy and those in .
the bureaucracy who for whatever reason, from time to time play a
progression role. %hile the party does not give advioe, even to
the progressive trade union bureaucrats, we do demand that they
carry out in action any progressive program which they advance. Not
only this, but we agitate the workes to support such programs and
always to demand that the program be made effective in the union.

The party must at all times make & clear and consistent dis-
“tinction between the labor ‘bureaucracy as a whole and the bourge-
oisie. This must always be clear in our propaganda, our agita-

“tion and in our activity in the unions. Because the labor bur-
eaucracy is a part of the labor movement, and an important part,
the party assumes responsibility for and a protective interest in
the labor bureaucracy, whenever “this bureaucraoy is in conflict
with the bourgeoisie. Whenever we defend or support the labor
bureaucracy, we do so for the prosecution of the class struggle
and for the defense of the wa=king class as a Whole ageinst the
ruling class. ok B o

In this connection it is necessary to discuss the position
which the party should take in relation to conflicts between the
non-3talinist labor leaders and the Btalinist Party. To begin

3 - with it is necessary for the party to understand that the labor

3 bureaucracy has its roots in the lsbor movement as well as its

- chief interests. There it moves and lives and has its being.With-

- out the trade unione it is nothing. While-it is criminally class
collaborationist, its class collaboration cannot be complete due
to its place in capitalist society, to the economic pressure of
their memberships and also due to the fact that they are not fully
acceptable to the bourgeoisie. Furthermore the trade union bur-
eaucracy is politically, a bourgeois-democratic bureaucracy and )
gupports all the forms of bourgeois-democratic political soocial and
economic life. _ » '

- the agents of a totalitarian anti-working cleass politica} par
E They ceek to use the labor movement for the egds.of Stalinism.
They do not operate, except conjuncturally, within the framework
of bourgeois democracy but within the framework of Stalinist
totalitarianism. .
e 1.99

;ﬁf o . The Stalinists, in the labor movement, on the other hand% are
; 7.
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It is these political and social disiderata which determine
the attitude of the party when confronted with g conflict between
the Stalinists and the old line trade union bureaucracy. In con-
flicts in the union: electicn for union officers, etc., it should
be the position to support the genuine trade union leadership
over &gainst the Stalinists. This does not mean nor should i;
imply an uncritical attitude toward the labor bureaucracy. Nor
-does it mean nor should it imply that we give political support
to the trade union bureaucracy. We retaincur political indepen~
dence as well as our trade union prosrammatic independence. In
relation. to the trade union bureaucracy we do not abstain nor do
ve support the Stalinists. ~ ~ ‘

Where there is another alterngtive as for instance in the case
of the existence of a progressive group with influence and a mass
following, indicating that suppart of thisg group will not assure
the victory of the Stalinists, the WP should of cour se support
such progressive group. ‘ . :

Properly understood and when presented ‘in such a way as to re-
duce the possibility of it being used demagogically, such a pesi-
tion can become the basis for the political education of the wor-
kers and the'r mdvancement of the line of the WP. = -

The general trade union program of the party must be one sui-
table for the proletariat and the toilers as & class. We must
begin with en appeal to the entire class and based on the inter-
es8ts of the working class as a whole. Specifically the WP program
will not be directed at that mythical person vaguely and cryptically
known as the "advanced warker.? In the concrete situation to-

- day in the U.8. sueh an appeal would in reality be directed no-
where and would be without living invliuence in the real labor move-
ment. ~

We direct our propaganda, agitation and our efforts at re-
cruitment toward the militant -and agressive workers in the uniones;
Negro and white, male and female, the shop stewards, committeemen
and the individual militant workers with whom we make contact.

It is among these workers that the main activity of the party
must be concentrated. It is in their ranks that we must concen-—
trade our fire and among whom we must struggle for recruitmept to
the party. '

: Among the chief tasks of the party in the unions is to lead .
in the struggle for inner democracy and against the bureaucrati-
sation of the unions. This is a political and organizational task
of the first importance. Ve carry on this struggle against the

old line trade union bureaucracy and the Stalinist bureaucrats.

Such a course not only has the positive value of opening the way
for the or:anizational and political advancement of the workers but -
it is also a safeguard against our own comrades falling into bur-
eaucratic attitudes and into servie attitudes toward individual
trade union leaders. . : . 1300



- '_’ -15

A component port of the struggle for inner union democracy is
the struggle for complete equality for Negroes snd for women work-
ers. Our Party must not falter 1ln this struggle but in a very
consclous manner assume leadership in this activity.

Our main strateglcal slogan for the trade union movement 1s
the Party labor porty slogan. The tacticol application of this
slogan revolves around the PAC. In the past the Farty and the Trade

. Unlon Department have not glven sufficlent attention to the organi~

zation of the work 1ln the unions around the labor party slogan,
Our members must become known as the champlons of independent
political actlon and the independent labor party. :

IV. Perspectives.

The first act for the Party is to get back into the factory
and the unlons. Without this nothing else if of fundamental worth,
A party with a large number of 1ts members living off unemployment
insurance is a party of no consequence in the class struggle. A
party with any sizable portion of its membership working in offices
or as professlonal people cannot be a party respected by or listened
to by the proletariat;

- Such a_party caonnot develop a program sultable for the working
class and above 2ll 1t cannot purticipate integrally in the struggles
of the proletariat. Such a party will inevitably develop political.
and organizationzcl ennul. Its politlcal program will become diluted
to sult the whims and faoncles cf tired rodienls, cynies, "demoerats™
and those who tend to seek the confines of bourgeois democracy as a

refuge from struggle and the fight for soclalism,

The Party cannot afford to and must not tolerate in 1ts ranks,
following the conventlon, those who refuse to eccept in action the
factory and trade union orientatlon of the Party. The Party must
demand that every member egree to qualify as a good scldier of the _
revolutions The Party must demand that every member actually place
himself at the disposal of the Party. This must-include willingness
 to accept assignment from the Party for whatever city, factory or
union that the Party designates. :

- The Party cannot afford and must not tolerate in its ranks;
followling the convention, any who succumb to pure and sinmplé trade
unionism, exaggerated trade unlon activism in any of its variegated
forms, '

The Party must not tolerate those in 1ts ranks who repeatedly
ignore the warnlngs of the Party about opportunist collaboration
with the trade union burecucracy. The Party must resist every ten~
dency on the part of its trsde union members toward impermissible
striving after becoming a part of the officialdom of the unions.

The Party must demand and expect strict attention to the prac-
tlcal steps necessary to recruitment out of the unions. For the
WP now "proletaricnization of the Party" must mean ithe recrultment
of genulne proletarlans to the Party. Those clready in the Party
who have not accepted proletarianization for themselves have no
place in the organization, . 1301
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The Pérty dlrectlves on recruitment from the factorles and
unions must apply particularly to comrades in positions of leader=-

ship and influence in the unlons,.

The Party must be prepared to face the sternest enforcement
of the provisions of this resclution. The convention should tell
the National Committee that the preparations for carrying through
these provisions must begin with the National Committee itself,
They should in turn pervade the whole Party.

The Party must stand on its feet and face 1ts tasks. The - -
gltuation is ripe for the Farty to recrult, to develop lts influ-
ence and to participate in the class struggle as never before. If
the proletariat can make such advances as it has, 1f it can retailn
its vigor and militancy, as it has, without the existence of a
mass revolutionary partiy, how much more would that proletariat ac-
complish with the lncreased ald and guldance of the Marxian revolu-
tionariesa? ' ' '

The stage 1s alrsady set 1n the United States. for our Tarty to
take 1ts place in the struggle for the fomatlon of the revolution-
ary party of the prcletariat. That party mastv come from the mines,
the mills, the fieldr and the factories jif 1t 1s to accept 1lts
assigned task as the parcy of the soclalist revolutlon,

This resolution must end therefore where it began: BACK TO
THE FACTORY - BACK T0 THE UNION. :

David Coclidge :
(For sutmlssion to the National Commlttee
Plenum) :
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FROM SHACHTMAN TO LEONARD THROUGH IUND
By Ria Stone

Comrades Joe leonard and Chet Marco are the latest links 4n
a chaln hold together by a commion bond, namely, the implicit or
cxplicit rcjection of Trotskyts declarations GSoientific Soclal-~
lsm is the consclous expression of the unconscious historilecl
process; namely, the lnstinctive and olemental drive & the prole-
tariat ‘to roconstruct socloty on cormunist beginninga! :

Comrado Shachtmnan begins the tondency with scepticimnm rc-
gording the proletariat., According to him, we cannot Huild tho
mass rovolutionary party (L.es, the proletariat is not roady in
signifloant numbers to accopt revoluticnary propaganda) untll an .
independent labor party has been formede Shachtman does not re-
Ject revolutlonary soclallist propagnnda, But in tho main, his con=-
ception is that 1t should Be dlrected toward the radlcallized and
politicalized elements, l.e.,, tho SWP, IH; therefore interprots
revolutionary sociclist propaganda to be, not Trotskyism, but ra-
ther the new and distinctive contributions of the WP. It is for
this reason and not for any‘'lack of forces or incidental roasons
that the party does not Anericanize Bolshevism, )

- Once Comrade Shachtman!s scepticism regerding the proletare-
iat had become the dominant conception in the party, and the par-
ty dld not grow appreclably, the next stage, Comrade Lunéd, was in-
evitable, Like Shachtman, Lund cannot see the proletarict as
roady, in the absence of an independent labor party, to join a
"revolutionary partye “Therefore, to solve the party crisis, he
seeks to substitute for the day=to~-day tasks and outlock of a re-
volutionary party the tasks and outlook of the organized prolefare:
lat, l,0., the lobor movement, This is the essential significance
of his "small mass party" concept,

Lund regards revolutlonary soclalist propaganda, i.e., Trot-
skylsm, as o hangover from our scoctarlan yropaganda circle days,
As for Shachtmants distinctivo contributions, Lund shows an in=
difference to them which 1s astonishling only if viowed in abe
straction from his dopoliticalized conception of the proletarict
and hence of the mmrty. It 1s fundamontally for this reason, and
not from concern with democratic centralism or love of the Johnson
minority, that Lund rcjects Shachtmants cadro conceptions,

As tho crisls of the party continues, the inner logic of
Shachtman'!s scepticlsm regarding the proletarist asscrts itself in
an extre mo form. Comrades Lconard and Marco may apperr to be
only two individuals.. In reality they arc the expression of the
next lncvitable stage in the dovelopment, the proRosaL to abandon
the prolctariat and scek a politiccl arena cmong "all classes of
the population " From Shachtman to Lund to Leonard and Marco,
the clrcle 1s now complete. Scepticism regarding the prolctariat
(Shachtman) , to substitution of the labor movement for the revolu-
tionary party (Lund) to abandonment of the prolctariat (Leonard
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and Marco)s <t 1s a warning to the party leadershlip and the pare
ty membershipe.

How did these comrades come to thls conoclusion?

First of all, they took a oareful and very acute look at

" the nature and results of the party's work during the past five

T

years, They do not pull thelr punches, Thoy say "the party sub-
stitutos the unions for the working class and the working class
for tho masses." (Pe 14)s They say the WP has boecn convorted in=
to a "sort of Inter-union fraction executlve conmittec.® (pe 15).
They say "our party unlonists tond to function too much on the
basis of suporior activity ond not enough on the basis of our su-
perior socialist 1deas." Yﬁ.ls)' They say that "we overemphasize
the ncgative sldo of the class struggle.“ (p.21, oredit to John-
son) ., JThey say the party membors have been infocted with a con-
fusion of the "distinctlion between trade union politics and Marxe-
$st politics." (p.22)

Every word is correct. Tphis is in essencc the criticism -
which the Johnson minority has boen making for tho last elghteen
months, \ .

Loonard and Marco go on to_attack the majority resolution
on party-building morcllessly. It "builds a wall between propa=
gands and agitotion." (p.15) It uses lack of forces am an 'CX=
cusc." (p.18) It measurcs-the party's influence by arithemetilc,
(pel9) It thinks of the growth of the party in tcrms of tho SWP
pather than in terms of the nceds of the masges. (p.19) And,
finally, those comradoS compare the party's $15,000 fund and new
orgonizors with Cannon's "Glve mo tho $10,000 and 20 organlzer and
1111 bulld tho partye" (p.25) Lot us hope nobody shouts capltula-

tion to Cannonism}

Note that these comrades have folt impelled to bring out.
theso unmoderated critlclsms cven after the fiercce aond heated at-
tacks on’ the Johnson minority for saying tho some things more
moderately. They make precisecly the sane criticisms and they aro
not alonee Thesc criticlsms were running rife through the party

until the pre~convention dlscussilon. it was dissatisfaction with

the party!s actlvity in the unlons and. with Spachtmants “"lack of

forces" nnswer which contributed to the growth of Lundts influ-
once 1n the party. And it is only the vigor of the attacks on the
Johnson minority which stifled the criticism temporarily.

" ymat 1s the conclusion of Loonard and Marco? They do nok

go to the baslis of the v obler: as has the Johnson minority. They
do not repudiate the root of thesc activities, nomely, the scep=
ticlsnm toward the rcvolutionary instincts of tho proletariate In-
stcad, they not only accept but draw organizational conclusions
from this scepticism and propose thot tho party must find its

"~ .apena for politiczl propaganda outside of the working class in

production. %#(sec next page for footnote)

. _ | ‘ |3cu;
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This conclusion is the most dangerous which has emerged as
Yyet in the party discussion. And it isg dangerous ‘not only because,
4Y followed, it would lead to the further stagnation of the party
- by driving it back to its former deproletarianized petty-bourgeois
‘existence. It is dangerous mainly because once you embark upon a
- program based upon scepticism toward the pProletariat, the results
-0f your sctivity will inevitably drive not only Leonard and Marco
but other comredes towards this conclusion sooner or later.

By its continual stress on the backwardness of the workers,
‘the leadership has led many members to believe that the trade
union leadership is far ahead of the workers, e.g., that "open
the books" was due, not to the pressure of the masses but to
Reuther's socialist background. If the leaders of the majority
do not believe this, they have not in their resolutione and in
their discussion attacked these petty~-bourgeois conceptions mer-
cilessly. Instead they have concentrated their fire on the
Johnson minority for its vigorous attacks on this conception.

The result is that Comrades Leonard and Marco can believe
that the leaders of the organized workers are not out of harmony
with the ranks. "The union leadsrship is not what we would wish
but it is not nearly so far out of line with the demands of the
workers." (as during the war)(p.l)

By stressing that the leadership of the masses by the
Wworkingclass is "only a historical truth," the majority has led
these comrades to believe that "we are not at such a stage of
development" where we can prepare for the masses to be "in motion.
under the leadership of tne proletariat." (p.17) :

. From ettacks upon the Johnson minority for propagating "the

truths of Communism and the methods of social revolution" in. rela-
tion to the concrete struggles of today, the party has arrived at
the stage where comrades can toy with the basic tenet of Marxiem,
namely, that the working class is driven by the very process of
capitalist production to revolutionary actions against bourgeois
society. (pp.22-23) - .

Comradee Leonard and M¥arco are less cautious than Oomrades
Bhachtman and Lund. They put down in writing that "our®" perspect-
ive has retrogresesed since 1938. "To day (i.e. everybody except
the Johnson minority) have a very different evaluation of the
stage and tempo of the politicalization of the masses." (p.15)
Different from what? -Different from that of 1938 when we adopted
the transitional program. &o from the leadership's Yadaptation"
of the transitional program to the concrete issues of the day,
we have arrived at the point where Comrades Leonard and Marco can
reject Trotsky's evaluation of the pre~revolutionary period in
1938, an evaluation which was the very basis of the Theses of the

¥Gomrades Leonard and Marco are the victims, conscious or uncon--
s8cious,of the majority's conscious misunderstanding of the mino-
rity's position on the Negro question. As far as is possible in
a brief note, We can state the minority position thus: we should
eupport/fﬁ%liﬂﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ&%ht struggles of the Negro masses, not only
for their own sake, but because they will act as a bacillus in
hastening the deveiOping movement of the Americap=forkers toward
(cont'd. next page) T e ERRIINE. 1205
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By insisting that 1246 is not 1938 and implying thereby that
the working class has retrogressed since 1938, the party leadership
has brought the party to the stage where Comrades Leonard and HKarco
can attempt to apply the organizational conclusions of Lenin in
1902 R?ssia to the United &tates in 1946. This is retrogression
indeed

Comrade Shachtmar can stop short at soepticism regarding the
proletariat. But thereby he only throws the problem into the
membership. Lund and his supportersand Leonard and Marco have
been driven by the concrete results of thia scepticism to draw
organizaticnal conclusions. From doubts regarding the revolu-
tionary instincts of the proletariat (Shachtman) to a confusion of
Marxist politics and trade union politics (Lund) to abandonment
of the proletariat for work among "ell classes of the population”.
It is a sequence over vhich both the leadership and the membership
(Leonard and Marco) should carefully ponder.

the leadership in the revolutionary reconstruction of society.
Hence the minority's position on the llegro guesiion is in no way
based upon a conception of the backwardness of the American pro—
letariat.
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THE WORKERS PARTY, THE TRANSITIONAL PROGRAM AND
THE SOVIET SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

By Larry O'Connor

Dear Comrades:

Just before I left San Frangisco I, along with several
others, sligned an amendment to the N.C. resolution on the American
question which had been prepared by Comrade Scopa after branch dis-
cussions on the majority and minority positions,

At the time I signed this document, I informed the comrades
that I intended to write a letter setting forth more clearly the
reasons why, in my opinion, an ameundment along the lines worked out
by Scopa- 418 ‘necessary at this time. Upfortunately, o¢ircumstances
" compel me to write this letter in the absence of all materlals, in-
cluding the amendment 1tself and the Founding Conference of the
Fourth International on which it 4s based,

The question which 1s ralsed by this amendment, which has
been railsed, in his own peculiar manner, by Comrade Johnson, and
which 1s much in the minds of many of the older comrades, 1s of the
‘role, significance and- pr&gent application of the transitional
" program iIn our party. _

: The transitional program was adopted by the Fourth Interna-
tional in 1938. I, America the rrogram was halled by many of the
comrades who felt that it was high time that the party made a turn
from its previous history as a propaganda group which had been

- built . primaril as ah ideological opponent of Stalinism and re-
formism. We felt that the transitional program at last gave us a
lever by which we could start moving the advanced layers of the
American working class towards the revolutionary solution of the
problems of our soclety == both propagendistically, agitationally
and above all, through the experlence gained in actlon,

"It soon became evident, however, that 1t was one thing
for Comrade Trotsky to give us such a lever, and another one for
us to learn how to use it. In the main the transitional program
became something put in a box on the editorial page of the Socialist
Appeal (and later of Labor Action), while the rest of the paper
( EI h 4s the best mirror of the thinking and mction of the party)
devoted 1tself either to the old kind of propaganda, or to rasdlcal,
mllitant trade union agitation,

. . This contention can perheps be best demonstrated by taking
one very important plank of the transitional program as an 1llustra-
tion: Workers Control of I,dustry.

From 1938 to 1946 "workers control" remained an abstraction.
As there were no concrete opportunities in America to bring "work-
ers control" from eur general propaganda into dlrect agitation, it
gradually tended to ba ignored, 0, the rare occasions on which 1t
was mentioned at all, 4t was either tacked on to same trade union _
_article (thus belng mentioned but never described even educatlonal-
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1y) or 1t vas given an interpretation which made it synonymous with
expropriation of the capitalists == thus robbing it of its transi-
tional character. It is not entlrely devold of signiflcance that as
Tafe 88 1945 a leading member of the NC stated in an agitationale
propagandistic speech that “yorkers control” meant that the workers
would decide what to produce, where to get the raw materlals, etc.
I knew no better myself t1l1l1 I pe-read the Founding Conference in
the summer of 1945. ' .

It was necessary for Wglter Reuther to shape the GM program
before the revolutionary movement in America could really mske ln-
telligible to itself and to any number of workers the "workers con-
trol" plank of its own platform as a real transiticnal slogane.

Wie canno: be satisfled with the observation that life 1s
more voriegated than theory, and that the working olass always finds,
in the class struggle, new and varlegatcd ways of saying what the
revolutionists have developed thacretically and abstractly. For
the whole motivasion of the trans itionat program is to concretize
the revolutionary struggle for the working class~=- that 18, to take
hold of the daily struggles of the workers and give them a revolu=
tionary direction and meaning. 1t is to our credlt that we took
“hold of the GM progrem and developed its direction and meaning as bes
- we could. But if our membershlp had been trained since 1938 in the
practical-revolutlonary meaning and spirit of the transitional pro-
grom, 1t should have been poisible for every influentlal trade union
fraction to develop a program for its own union which could have
played the same role as the program of Walter Reuther.

It was not easy for our party to toke the transitlonal
progrem off the edltorial box in the paper and put 1t into the 1liv~
ing consclousness of the whole partye. Tt is not eaay for a party
trained on the hlstory of the fight of the Left Opposition 1n
Russia, the history of the Third International, the fight agalnst
thé Popular Front, to reorient itself towards the under~-politleallzec
American working class as & whole - or even 1ts most advanced sec-
tion. . And the war which startecd in 1940 and which posed new and
altogether different problems from those which confronted us in
‘1038 made the problem all the more aifficult. For then, instead of -
a rising popular fascist movement; instead of unemployment on a
large scale; 1nsteacd of starvation and evlctlons of workers from
thelr dweilings we had: the government ltself attacking the fas-
cists; labor shorfage, hlgh wages and job freezing; “shortage of
consumption goods and rationing, and the universal search for @
roof over the head at any price.

Before we had had time to really assimilate into our blood
atream the program of 1938, the war forced us to make a radical
change in the planks of the transitional program as well as in the
manner, both-litcrary and organizational, by which we put 1t for-
ward. We were preoccupicd in the unions not with workers! control
and workers?! deferse guards, but with the defensive flght to main-
tain the right to strike. Curlng the war ycars 1t was no longer
a question of bringing the workers on the road to revolution, but
of keeping allve the very ldeas of class indecpendence, of class
struggle.
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In additlon, for the flrst time the party came close to
the working class. No longer was the level of the consciousness
of the workers something our leaders, sitting in the party head-
quarters in New York and surrounded by revolutionists, had to de-
duce from reading the trade union press and regarding the general
participation of the workers in politics. Now every comrade in
the trade unions was confronted concretely with the backwardness
of the American workers in the flesh, And as we tried to influence
these’workers, both we on the job and through us our natlional lead-
ership were influenced to scome degree by thls backwardness,

Our devotion to the revolution ls no guarantee against the
terrific attractive force of our surroundings in the working class,
The whole party 1s deeply consclous of the smallness of 1lts slze
and influence and determined to break out of its isolation. The
closer the party comes to the working class in the factorles, the
greater 1s the tendency for us all, to "apply the 11ne" in such a
way as to increase our abllity towleld immediate influence 1n the
labor movement and to recrult 1mﬁqg£ately. In the absence of re-
volutionary moods and even of political class consclousness amorg
the workers, thls expresses itself in a tendency to "water down"
the revolutionary content of our propaganda and agltation. Against
this danger of opportunism, which lies not in ourselves but in the
objective and subjective position of the Amerlcan working class,
we must be ever on our guard,

Johnsen represents s violent reaction to this danger, In
reacting agalinst 1t, he not only exaggerates out of all proportion
the extent to which the party has in fact become affected by the
tendency to opportunism, but exaggerates even more fantastlically
the revolutionary consciouaness of the American working oclass,

Yet, in their own sectarian way, the Mlnority has done the party
_the service of forcing many of us to think sericusly and responsibly
~about the transitional program as 1t must be applled in the new cir-

cumstances arisling out of the end of the war., It 1s here that the

NC resolution on the U,lited States needs correction. We search 1t
‘4n vain for a bold turn for the post-war period in the direction of

the transitional program of 1938, In paragraphs 30 and 3L (p. 10)

the only ones which deal in any degree with the transitional pro-
gram, we seek in valn mention of the rank and flle, extra-parlla-

mentary organizatlonal forms which are such a vital part of a pro-
gram designed for a perlod of growing crisis - or even for one of

“great preparations for the future." And the danger invelved 1In )

these omissions becomes even more alarming when we read Howe's'

sapparently -officlal defense of the majority position in which (on
this particular matter) he confines himself to blasting Johnson

on "self mobilization" and factpry committees, but himself has not

a word to say about extra-parliamentary rank and flle organizatlons

or their role. Does the majority agree with Comrade Howels im-

plicution that the official trude unions are sufficlent organlza-

tional forms for the transitlonal pregram - even at thils stage?

‘We chuckle when Johnson says the country may be covered
by Soviets in two years, Let us not laugh too loudly. It is true
that any member of the party who is carrylng our ldeas to real
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flesh and blood workers camnnot fall to respond with a wan smile

to the bilnority's insistence that the consciousness of the fmeriecan

workers today rresages soclets 1n two years, Byt if we take serious- -

ly the Majority's prognostication of a terrific depression within

two years or so, we cannot and certainly should not rule out the

possibility, nay, the protablllty 1f not of soviets, then at least

of the rapid spread of a strike wave which will put the last one ¢

in the shade; of the deép ond broad developrment of extra-parliamente~
- ary organizations of struggle as well as of the rise of a militant

labor party-- in short, of a dramatic rise of clags~consclousness

and class-combativity. '

. Our way of meeting this probabllity can only be by means
of the transltlonal program. And the most important aspect of the
transitional program for our purposes must be Lts emphasis on the
develorment of "grass roots" organizations of direct actlon by
the working class and the masses at large,

The transitlonal program was intended by Trotsky to link
the backwardness of the workers today to the eoviets of tomorrow.
This means that the party membership must itself be fully educated
to the meanling of soviets, to the meaning of dual power and to
the fundamental program of our party as the party of the workers
revolution through soviets, ' ‘ _

But at thls point also arises the danger of the sectarian
advocacy to the working class at thls time of the Soviet Soclalist
Roevelution as the answer to thelr problems, of the scviets o the
goal of thelr struggles; of the rank and file organizations which
we advocate and foster as the primary instruments of their struggle
as soviets in embryo.

It 1s necessary that our membership be educated from top
to bottom to the soviet revolution as the c¢cnly method of the work-
ing class conquest of power and administration of the workers!
state. But it 1s equally important that our leaders and members
understand that the workling class will not come to us for leadership

“elther now or in a revolutlonary situation. just because they will
remember that we have always advocated soviets and the Soclalist
Soviet Revolutlon. Never in history has the working class, even in

- a revolutlonary period, *remembered and -placed 1tself under the
leadership of a party just because it had always acdvocated revolu=-
tion. . ‘

. / :

It ls not the memory of the working class on which we must
rely - but on thelr experience in the class struggle and particular-
1y on thelr experience with cur party in the class struggle., From
now on they muat know of the lorkers Psrty not so much as the advo-
cate of sovlets, but as the advocate of the real solution to their -
problems as they see them., We must be the advocates and active
champlons of all forms of extra-parliamentary strugglos and of the
formatlon and develorment of organs of struggle which directly in-
volve thec masses in the fight. Shop commlttees, committees of work-
ers and thelr wives to control rent and prices and housing, popular
demonstrations and marches on local, state and natlonsl government-
al instltutlons demanding Iimmediate soclution of pressing problems -

- these and many others are tho organizétional forms winich we must
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foster, propagandize and publiclize in our press, We are for the
labor party not In general, but as the parllamentary expression

of the direct and extra-parllamentary struggle of the masses for
the direct solution of thelr problems. As the crisis devslops

the consciousness of the working class as a whole, and ¢ven more,
as 1t develops its desperation -and determination to fight, we must
stand out as the one party which doesn't glve a hang for tradition
and legality, which neither fears the labor bureaucracy ncr secks
"3ts favor, but which incites the workers to move to the direct

- solution of their problems and which enthusiastically haills and
advertlses In lts press and through its milltants in the unlons
any steps taken in that direction. -

We also have the problem of using all opportunities to

. educate the most advanced sectlons of the working class to the
necessdty of revolution, which means in practice to generallze
“thelr experiences for them at every step and thus raise the con-
sciousness of the advanced elements to a revolutlionary soclalilst
level. Tuls 1s the task of our education and propaganda which
should and must be organlcally linked to our agltation along the
lines of the transitlicnal program. In practice this 1inking of
agitation in the spirii of the transitional program of 1938 with
our propaganda and education for the Soviet Soclalist Revolutlon
cannot be achleved by the reading of Marx, Lenin and Trotsky.

It can only be achieved through the establisiment of the proper
balance between agltation and propaganda in our press, classes and
public meetings. In this we cannot rely on the works of the dead
genluses of the worklng class revolution, but only on our oWwn
brains and common sesne as revolutl onists in America in 1946 -

in short, on that "feel for polltics" wilthout which no party can
ever lead a successful revolution, ’ :

Comradely greetin88, 
. " Larry O'Connor |

. May 8, 1946
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. To the Membership and the Workers Party Convention

Btatement by the Johneon Minority on the Origin, Oharacter and
Perspectives of the Johneson Faction

I. The Present Crisis in the Party

Today the crisis in the Party is graver than it has ever been. The
rgpid development of political positions in our pre=convention discuss-
ion, the emergence of conceptions inherent in the position of the Maj-
ority but hitherto undisclosed, make it imperative for the Minority to
make a Bolshevik appraisal of the political content and direction of
the two factions. The Majority faction at this late stage is unable
to state clearly where it stands on 2ll fundamental gquestions before
the party. The result is that today, after three months discussion,
the party is more confused than it was at the start. The elections
have decisively demonstrated that the Majority is a heterogeneous con-
glomeration, divided on major questions: the theory of historical re-
trogression; Stalinism, the CP-SP-~CGT; the question of the cadre, ao—
cording to Shachtman necessary for the salvation of the party; the
Negro question, the Labor Party.

In the Queens branch, N.Y., for the Majority International Resol—
ution unamended, there were three votes; for the Garrett Amendment thervs
were 9, and there were 3 abstentions. -In one Brooklyn branch, for the
Majority International Resoluticn unamended, there werc 5 votes; for
the Garrett amendment, there were G, and there were 5 ahstentions. In
the Harlem branch, there were 6 for t he liajority International Resolut-
ion unsmended, end there were 7 for the CGarrett Amendment. In Phila--
delphia, there were 6 votes for the Garrett Amendument.

On the Question of the Cadre, there were, in Queens, 2 votes for
the Majority Resolution unamended and 7 for Erber’s Amendment. In the
same Brooklyh branch, there were 7 for the kajority Resolution unamend-
ed, 4 for the Erber amendment, and no lecs than 10 abstenticns. In
Philadelphia, only one (1) person voted for the kajority Resclution un-
emended, and 5 for Erber's anendment.

On the "Small Mass Party" amendment, there were in Queens, 2 for
the Majority Resolution unamended, 3 for Erber's Amendment and 6 abst-
entions. In Brodklyn, 22 for the Majority Resolution unamended, 2 for
the Erber amendment and 7 abstentions.

On the Negro question, in Queens, there were 4 Majorityites for
the Johnson Resolution. In the Brooklyn branch, there were 3 lMajority-
ites for the Johnson Resolution ard 5 abstentions. In the Harlem br-
anch, there were & Majorityites for the Johnson resolution.

A more complete tabulation will only show the uncertainty and con~
fusion in the iajority which have emerged from the pre-convention dis-
cussion. : '

) . PR

The leaderehip of the Mnjority is held together only by politirzl
hostility to the Johnson Minority, in reality, their hostility to &=ii-
retrogrecsionism. A characteristic weakness of the Majority is ite
incapacity to make any political analysis of the groupings in the par-
ty except In terms of personalities (Judd), miraculous growth of a
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clique into a faction and a faction into a tendency (Shachtman), eto.
Tae duty of explaining to the party politieally what is actually tak-
ing place therefore devolves solely uptn the liilnority.

1. Its historiocal character

The orisls is a political orisis in every sense of the term end
18 of historic and immediate significance for the Workers barty, for
the Fourth International and the fate of society as a whole.

It has become the fashion in oertain circles of our movement to
sneer at the so-called pretensions of the Fourth International to
world leadership. The Workers Party Minority wishes here to reaffirm
%Le unshakable theoretical foundations of Bolsheviem:

1) That Scientific Bocialism is the culmination of human thought,
the ideal reflection of the conflict which today is tearing society
apart, Mits ideal reflection in the minds first of the class which is

directly suffering under it - the working oclass." (Engels)

SRR €

11) That Marxism today is a doctrine which is held solely by those
groups and parties which adhere to the principles and program Jf the
Fourth International. ' S

1i1)That the hurdreds of millions of workers and peasants and ruin—
.ed middle classes the world over are being driven :to act in a manner
- which daily creates opportunities for the influence and growth of the
Fourth Internaticnal. :

iv) That unless the Fourth International can organizationally ex~
press the inevitable rewlutionary development among the masses, hum—
anity of our generation is doomed. ’ ' :

The American proletariat ist oday the most powerful and most stra-
tegically placed in the world. The Workers Party is an adherent of
- the principles of the Fourth International in the United States. This
mekes the crisis of the WorkersParty a crisis of histor ic importance.

8. Its Immediate Character

But the orisis is a crisis also of immediate urgency. It is the
expression of the prollem which today faces the working class as &
whole and for that reason is expressed most clearly in the ranke of .
the vanguard. It is evidence of the non-Bolshevik political approach
of the Majority leadership that it nowhere teaches the membership that
the development and continuation of factions in a Bolshevik Party is
%o be explained, und erstood and controlled only by recognizing them
- as_the reflection of different choices which face the proletariat it~
self. The present sharpness of the party crisis has its roots in the
Rugssian question and the history of that question in the Fourth Inter—
national. But that is merely a reflection of the choice faced by the
proletariat today in regard (a) to the social revolution in general
and (b) not only to Russia but to Stalinism outside of Ruseig.

s
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II. The Three Tendencies in the Fourth International

Trotsky in 1940 left the Fourth International with a'strategio
orientation which can be divided into two sectlions:

i) The Leninist conception of our epoch as the epoch of imperial—
lst war or social revolution, and the politieal and organizational
conclusions of Bolsheviem adapted to our day. :

11) His position on the Russian question.

Today the Fourth International as a whole continuee to hold these
poeitions although the signs are many that it cannot continue to hold
the Russian position much longer. The Workers Party is the first im—
portant organization which brcke with the official position and its
develogmfnt is therefore of enormous importance for the International
as a whole.

)
8ix years of t he Workers Party have shown a clearly marked poli-
tical division which can be summed up as follows: ‘

a) The Majority, in empirical fashion, seeks to revise the strat—
egic conceptions of world revolution in the light of the degeneration
‘of the Russian Revolution and the defeat of the proletariat elsewhere
which it considers a conf irmation of the Russian experience, - ‘

b) The Minority, on the other hand, has revised the Russian posi-
tion of Trotsky and brought it into harmony with the philosophic and
economic busis of Marxiem and the Leninist—Trotekyist conceptions of
world revolution.

No slanders of the Majority or attempts to identify the Minority

with "Cannonism" can prevent the Minority from being recognized as
¢ what 1t is ~ a distinct third tendency among those parties adhering
- to the principles of the Fourth International.

If today, the Fourth International continues to be in appsarance
impervious to the tlows given to the Russian position of Trotsky by .
world events, it is due, among other reasons, to the vacillations and
theoretical poverty of the Workers Party Majority on the Russian ques—
tion and the steady d eviations from the Marxist line which have char—
acterized it during the past period. These deviations all have their
roote in the new conception of the proletariat openly developed since
the death of Trotsky. Thie conception is moet clearly and consistent~-

1y expressed in the IKD's theory of historical retrogression. Inevie
tably there are serious differences between the retrogressionists of

~all shades. But the Majority position on all serious questions, e.g.
the character of the objectively revolutionary situation, the lalr
bureaucracy as the bourgeois egent for suppressing the instinctively
revolutionary tendency of the masses and not as the expression of
their backwardness; the role of the party, the attitude to S4al inist
Parties, etc. - all ehow the affinity of the Majority pelitisal pos—
itions to the IXD theory of retrogression. 'the failure of the Majycr—
ity to express itself on this theory for nearly two years (except to
boost its importance) is only another proof of their organic relation-—

~ship. 1314



-29
III. The Position of the Workers Party

Today, driven by its basic conceptions and expirically, in the
course of meeting the arguments of the Johnson Minority, the Majority
has stumbled from position to position, until its reporter on the
International Question denlares that the main line of division between
the Majority and the Minority springs from the fact that the Majority
takes into consideration a so-called "third alternative" for contem~
poiagy society, "bureaucratio colleotivism," while the Minority does
no 0 B0.

The Minority here affirmg that ény Marxist party which governs
its practical politics by the theoreticael perspective of bureaucratic
Golleotiviem as a "third altermative" to cepitaliem or social ism

a) repudiates Marxiem which is based £rom top to bottom on t he
duality of bourgeoisie and proletariat as contenders for mastery in
modern society. :

b) leads inevitably to tampering with the fundamentals of Bol--
shevik strategy. Theresult at the very best can be only the streng-
thening of urgeois-democratic illusions in the party and in the
masses. . :

The Party, especially the newer members, must understand that
the groupings in the party today are the direct result of tendenciss
which appeared in the party at 1ts convention in October 1941.

In the Convention of 1941, Carter and Shachtman both agreed that
-Russla was a new kind of society, bureaucratic collsctivism. Shach'—
men held that nationalized property in Ruseia was progressive as com-
pared tocapitalism, and only wi 11ful distorters or those ignorant o
the party history can attempt to deny this. On the basis ¢f t heir
ocrmon position, defeatism in Russia under all circumstances, the
Carterites made overtures to the Johnsonites which the Johnson Minor--
1ty then refused. It refused on the grounds:

1) that the idea of bureausratin collectiviem was & break with
Marxiem and was tound to lead to serious theoretical and practical
- consequnces. ' .

11) The Johnson Minority aleo opposed ‘the conception of Carter *u:
Hitlerite Germany was a new social order.

iii) The Johnson Minority also objected to the anti-Bolshevik ideas
of the Carterites on the organizational principles of the Party.

For these reasons, the Johnson Minority in Harlem, although *%
had made its nain fight on the Russian question, by arrangement wl<h
Shachtman elected its delegate on t he organizational question in L=
der to give Shachtman the majority and to exclude from the leade~anip
of the party the Carterite tendency. In open convention, Johnsgan
stated, on behalf of the liinority, that it considered Carter a dof--
intive tendency which it was impossible to correct and therefoss it
concentrated its fire on Shachtman who (with Allenf constituted the

most valuable elements of the old Bolsheviks in the Party. Op<oly
before‘th% Convention, Johnson stated that Shachtman had to be prcd®

served from the dangers which would follow from extending the theury
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‘'of bureaucratic collectivism from the analyseis of isolated backward
Russia to the world as a whole. To sum up, the Minority:- -

a) declared uncompromising opposition to the theoretice: ideas of
Oarter-Garret and Shachtman which it characterized as having the same

thoretical foundation.

'b) sought to place a barrier to Shachtman following Carter-Garrett.

©)_threw its welght with Bhachtman ageinst Carter-Garrett in the
- gtruggle for control of the party. o '

The Party éhould know that in 1941 the Carterites had the possibi~
11ty of teking over the leadership of the party from Shachtman.

Flve years have passed and it has now become clear that step by
step Bhaschtman has retreated before Garteriem which now threatsns to
¢ overwhelm the party. The conception of the proletariat inherent in
¢ Carter's position appeared in the 1944 resolution on the so—called
National Question. 84111 worse, at the Workers Conference in 1945
¢ 1t received fullfledged expression in Shachtman's new conception o% .
t the American proletariat as ready at present only for the formation of
- an Independent Labor Party. This tendency has reached its final cul-
.- mination in the resolutions of the Majority, all of which represent a
long step backward from the 1944 Resolutions. '

It is these palitical conceptions and the organizatimal forms
which they take that has thrown the party into its present state of
theozgtical digorganization and inevitable lack of organizational per-
spectives. . ) , o :

IV.VBtaliniem

2 The sharpest expression of the confusion on the International
f.- Question has appeared in the attitude to Staliniem and int he attitude
to the Fourth International.

4 Stalinism 18 to the Fourth International what the Second Inter—
. national was to the Third International, its main rival for the lead-
ership of the masses in the struggle for the proletarian revolution.
Today the Warkers.Party Minority holds the position of the Fourth _
International on this question. For the Minority as for Trotsky, the
- attitude to the Stalinist parties is based fundamentally, not on the
' analysis of the Russian state but on the strategio conception of the
i proletarian revolution in Europe. ‘

The Majority caucus is at present split irreconcilably on this
-fundamental question for the proletarian revolution. That it is split
~is a legitimate situation in politics. The confusion is caused by
Bhachtman who, as Carter has shown (Internal (unvention Bulletin #8)
actually led the party to the Carter-Garrett conclusion and now be-
wilders the party by his vacillations ané contradictions. Thus the
discussion which should have clarified the party has thrown it into
worse oonfusion than ever.

Bhould the party adopt the Garrett position on the natureof the
Btalinist parties and the relation tn them of t he Fourth Internat—
ional, it will have gone a long way towards reading itself out of the
Fourth International and renouncing its possibility of partioipating
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in the resurgence of Bolshevism in our time. To use the words of e
memgeg of the SWP Minority, on this question "the party can break its
neck. ' ‘ '

In relatlon to the Fourth Internatimal, the Majority does not
publish its documents, allows the IKD to slander it in our press with—
gut reply, and contrary to all the traditions of our movement, com-
bines diplomatic support with violent abuse of the poseibigity of
development of the Fourth International. Thusthe members camnot ed-
ucate itself in the true traditions of Bolshevism and is thrown into
* perpetual doubt and demoralization as to.the possibility of success
of the social revolution in Burope and Asgis.

" The political positiors and organizational practices of our move-
ment are all denounced by the Majority under the guise of "Cannonisni,
whereby it seeks to use the justified reaction against the monolithic
practices of Cannon to discredit the fundamental political position of
Trotsky and the Fourth International. -

The party contains a large proportion of new members to whom the
vacillations of the Majority and its deviations from Marxism have wer
taught as the fundamentals of our movement. These comrades have ri-
ceived no serious training in the prind ples and organizational tread-
itions of Bolshevism. Political conflicts have been r epresented to
them asthe result of dissatisfied personalities. Their ignorance cf
the history of the Fourth International is profound. They have bain
skown terrible examples of lack of responsibility for political pori-
tidns. It is the political consequences of this which the Minority
wighes to draw attention to. Precisely because Oarter has a political
line, his positions have gained steadily in the party. It is now
clear that the Carterite political tendency in the party is the o:e
most hostile to the principles and traditions of the Fourth Intern~t-
ional. BShachiman has proved himself incapavle of arresting the tide
and in his struggles sgainst the Johnson Minority merely strengthens
the Carterite trend. : :

V. The Minority . ' , g

After Shachtman's whole-hearted acceptance of the retrogression-
document (except for the Russian quest ion), and the conception of *he
American proletariat and the perspectives for party building which he
made clear at the Active Workers Conference, the Minority in the
Workers Party became aware that it was re cessary to call a halt.

: In the Resolutions to the Oonvention it drew a sharp clear 1liue
between it and the Majority because it recognized that the vacilla®-
ion and drifting of Shachiman could result only in the further con-
fusion and demcralization of the membership, The Workers Party Mii-
ority recognized that in posing the quest ions so sharply end orgeri-
zing itself as a faction, it was bound to alienate vacillators anl
that substantial new element in vurparty which has little acqurt-
ance with the history, the principles, the traditions and the or; - -
izational procedures of Bolshevism. We did this deliberately an:
with full cognizance of all its implications. The logic of the ,
itical struggle has already shown how justified we were, and the .
shevik correctness of our stand will be still further demonstrateu :a
Yhe not very. distant future. . S .3‘,7
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The Workers Party Minority asks the membership not to be 52
misled by the slanders and unpolitical attacks and characterizationsg
of the more unscrupulous elements of the Majority. The future progress
of the Kinority is the barometer by which the international movement
will.judge the development of the Norkers Party. 1In particular, on
the inttrnational question, with e Workers Party Mincrity, the com-
plete victory of the Garrettites, i.e. the Carterite tendency in the
party, is inevitable. Shachtman has sought for support in the Minor-
ity of the &iP. But the absence of clear political conceptions on
their part and their hostility to the theses of the IKD should not
blin the party to their furdamentally retrogressionist political con-
clusions. To all those elements in the party who are doubtful of the
correctness of the Garrett Minority, we appeal for support. For five
years we have been the only firm, conslctent, clenr-sighted barrier in
the Workers Party against the oapitulations of Shachtman to Carter,
which we warned against as far back as 1941.

VI. Perspectives

It would be absolutely false for the party not to recognize that
these tendencies which -express themselves so sharply on the internat-
ional field are refleoted equally sharply not only on the American
question but on the guestion of party-building. /

The theoretical disintegration inherent in the whole Carterite
tendency, Shachtman seeks to check by the institution of his concept-

"ion of the cadre. This, howevef, is directed not against the Oarter-

ite political tendency which is fast carrying all before it, but is
direoted exclugively against the Johnson Minority. It is for this
reason that the Garrett Minority by and large suppats the cadre beocause
it recognizes that the Johnson Minority is its irreooncilable theoret—
ical enemy. Thus, the "programmatic solidarity", emunciatesd by Shacht-
man with his characteristic vacillation and cenfusi.n,ad qualification
for membership of the cadre, is in reality the germ of the Cannonite

monolithic .concept of the party.

The most characteristic organizational expression of the new theo-
retical trends in the party is Erber. Lacking the fundamental basis
of ‘the Marxist conception of the proletariat, Erber, in his conception
of ‘the small mass party, expresses in party-building the logical ex-
pression of Carterism. The confusion in the Majority here takes a
logioalcourse. BShachtman expresses the scepticism about the orgenic
rewdut icnary urge of the proletariat. Erber's ideas are in essence
the attempt to overcome the retrogressionist scepticism by violent
aglitation on the lowest possible level. This special tendency is re-
inforced by the generdl conservative atmosphere characteristic of the
United States which conceals the violent social and political upheav-
als prepared by the economic crisis. :

The complete bankruptcy of the organizational perspectives of the
Majority is demonstrated by the fact that Erber, the most energetic
and the most concerned with party-building, can at best see no more
progress for the party than the recruitment of two hundred m;litante
during the next year. This is his perspective for 1945-47 with an
eight page Lebor Action, doubling of organizers and return of most of
the major forces from abroad. This perspective has no relation what-
ever to the new stage of development demonstrated by the American
proletariat during the past year. It is a perspective of pessimism,
end defeat and characterizes the whole perspective of the Majority
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which is in complete harmony with their conceptions of the American
proletariat.

Erber occupies a .ey positicn in the party. No one has attacked
the party leadership more fiercely than he on a variety of quest ions.
But fundamentally empirical, Erbper fcllows the t endency of all empir-
icists and votes with the Majority. However, it is by no means cert-
ain that this will continue. Gates, heretofore a strong supporter of
Shachtman, has broken with him on the CP-8P-CGT slogan. Erber hesit-
ated and then finally decidedto support Shachtman on this important
political question. It is by no means certain that Erber will con-
tinue to support Shachiman. Had he failed to vote with Shachtman on
this issue, it is certain that the Garrett position would have carried.
If the present organizational stagnation of the party continues, and
Erber's perspective shows the limitations of the lajority's perspect-
ive, then the party ies certain to face a sericuz crisie in the not
too distant future. Under thece conditions snould Erber throw his
influence towards the Garrett linority, then;botn on the internation-
al question and on the whole rr.blem  party building, Bhachtman will
be a prisoner of those vhom he has heretofore led.

The Workers Party Mincrity readizsthat the Convention is for the
purpose of arrivirng at a decision. However confused the party may be,
yet the decisions of the Convention rust rerain the decisions of the
party. The Workers Party Minority declares that it will lean backwards
in order to give the Kajority an gpportunity to carry out its line.

It will continue as heretofore to be among ine most energetic and de—
voted party members. If any member of the Minority should conduct
himself in a disruptive manner, the Minority caucus hereby declares
that it looks to the most responsible wembers of the Minority in that
particilar branch not only to rebuke, repricand or censure that part-
icular comrade but to take the initiative in doing so. But at the
same time it declares before the party that, confident of the right-
ness of ite position and legitimacy of its stand, it will under no
circurstances tolerate being treated as second-di:ss citizens or sub-
mit to any kind of discrimirnation, undve prcssurc¢ or sianders upon
its members. We stand for the unity of the Vorkers Party and the
Bosialist Workers Party in the United States under the tanner of the
Fourth International. Only those who encow aged the Socialist Worker:
Party Minority to embark upon its eplititing misadventure can seriousl.
suspect the Workers Party liinority of following such a miserable and
non-Bolshevik example.
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