I N AN ]
SN AR
& an §§Q\ N z.\
N SRS W NS

CONTENTS

SRSt trenundig

PAGE

=

THES CRISIS OF SOCIALISM AND EOW 70 OVZRCOME IT ~ *°
1

By A,K Of the Im OQQl.0.0‘..IQ.II....".....'D..C

AP.DENDIX IOCOO-OA--..0!0-'....--..;;‘5:=._

vol 1NC 17 Vey 27,1948 |

CONVENTION BULLETIN # 11

1320




[

-

THE CRISIS OF SOCIALISM AND HOW TO OVERCOME IT -

Int;odﬁc;ion '
(in the form of a letter to the Workers Party
in the United States of America)

Dear Friends:

. A few days ago we received the tragic-comic news that the
pre~conference of the Fourth International "condemned" in a resolu-~
tion the "revisionlst® ideas of the I.K.D. The resolution with its
equivocal formulations is caloulated to provide those who inspired
i, in case of need, with a pretext for expelling the I.K.D. from
the Fourth. However, this ocircumstance meriis our interest only

in eo far as with it the loweet point of development has been
reached. For, as far as the conference ie concerred, we were not
even informed, not asked for our opinion, and all resolution were
passed without our participation and consultation. On the basis

of this procedure (the death sentence is pronounced without even
giving the "defendant" a hearing) the final paragraph of the resolu-
tion proclaims: .

"It {the conference) invites the leadership and the members
of the I.K.D. still abroad to carry out the decisions of the Pre~
Conference, to submit to theé discipline(i) of the new IEC and IS,
and to prepare as rapidly as possible for their return to Germany,
in accordance with the instructions and directives of the
International.? -

Thus the BWP leadership with the aid of its international
ellies achieved a great victory, naturally.a "victory" which does
not concern us-and whose coneequences we¢ may leave without worry
to the people involved. ' In any case, nothing has changed and ths
International remains a sorry spectecle. We shall treat the new
IEC and IS with tdiscipline", resolutions, instructions, direci-
ives, etc. as non-existing entities. In other wordss The orisic
of ecieatific sociaslism which was to be overcome by the Fourth
has taken on the form of the definite crisis of the Fourth

inggsggtiOQQL;}tegliy-The question which alone matters now, is
his; .

How 1s the overcoming of the crisis of sooislism at all
conceivable and practically feasible?

In asking the Workers Party to place this gquestion on the
agenda of its coming convention as the most important item, we
should like to establish and explain our proposal.

St ew ow S

We do not know as yet the resolutions which thie odd confereuce
has adopted. concerning the Workers Party, the minority of the ,
Boclalist Workers Party, etc. But it is olear that the differences
are merely becoming more pronounced and that they no longer leave
any room for illusions. . What matters now is to raise at last the
long-standing antagoniem to a principled level and to recognize it
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for what it is: the decisive antagonism between Marxism-Bolsheviem
and petty-bourgeois utopianism. The convention of the Workers Party
must therefore direct its efforts toward taeking a principled posi-
tion throughout without regard to the difficulties within its om
party (Johnson faction) and without regard to the vacillations of
sympathizing minorities. ' -

To pose the guestion in its above form is to recognize that
the Workers Party has by no means as yet understood the basis of
the crisis of socialism (and therewith that of the Fourth). But
it has come very close to the solution of the problem because its
development was independent of the official Fourth. The prere-
quisites for achieving the necessary clarification are present in
it as in no other organization. It owes these prerequisites mainly
to 1ts willingness to discuss, to its interest in theory and its
treatment of the national question. (This latter question required
political instinct. It was an outstanding illustrative case around
which all differences necessarily still group themselves.)

But in spite of the fact that the Workers Party has raised
itself high above the level of the rest of the Yourth and therewith
hae accomplished a considerable achievement, it is nevertheless
tainted by the crisis of the Fourth. This is felt deeply (as far
as one may judge from published documents and information) in its
own ranks. 80 is demonstrated,in a generalized form that the
crisis of socialism has deep~rooted causes, the cognition and
overcoming of which is a pre-condition fa all further development.

If one looks at the separate sections of the Yourth one finds,
to be sure, crises of a varied nature. The political and theoret-
lcel sterility of the SWP, the French majority, etc. reflects the
disintegration and decline of the movement. ‘The unusual many-sided
and lively discussions in the WP preview the coming clarification
Rightfully the question i posed why even with a second world war
and violent social crises a strugzle of nearly twenty years
(beginning with the founding of the Left Opposition) has produced
no results at all. One is faced, on the contrary, witli the discon-
solate incompetence of the Fourth. The next question then is why
the 8ix years of the independent existence of the WP, too, with all
its efforts, have remained without success. The fact that this
question is discugsed openly and without inhibitions is a good
omen of great importance. For the first time, it _seems, a relatively
large organization (on the whole capable of work) is led to the
problem which decides our fate, not because of specific shortcomirgs
but precisely because of specific qualities and virtues. A series
of historical circumstances has placed the WP in a situation of
unusually great reeponsibility. If it holds firmly to its guali-
ties and assumes its responsibilities courageously then it is
destined to lead socialism out of a crigis which is for its part
nothing else than the crisis of all humanity. In the next period
the WP must not look forward or backward, left or right. Rather
it must concentrate all forces on the task itself and approach the
given problem unprejudiced and intrepidly. Obstacles exist only
to be overcome. In this sense we welcome the crisis in the WP
.and place the greatest hope in its oconvention.

1322

~oniting - ;.
- ave SV e . ?



1

.. : -3 '
Among other things the Fourth was also founded en the principle
to tell the truth and nothing but the truth to the workers and the
suffering masses. This lofty principle has been replaced by bureau-
cratioc self-righteousness and dishonesty. Therein sonsists that
part of the contemporary tragedy for which the official Fourth is
fully responsible. But going beyond this, the question becomes
more cowplicated and ends after closer investigation with the real-
lgation that the degeneration of the Fourth in pelitical respects
was alreedy antlcipated in its general concept. The basic evil
from which the Fourth suffers ie a standing evil of the whole
political labor movement since the beginning of the century (the
Bolghevik party under Lenin is excepted), oc far as this basic
evil 1s concerned it was thus impossibls for the Fourth even with
the best intentions to speak the truth about a point which it had
not even recoguized. Even the geniue Trotsky did not notice
because, we believe, he was fascinated by the Russian problem)
that in political snd oxganigatlonal respects the concept of the
Fourth representel leus Roishevism than the submissicn to the
spontaneous or "pure" lgbor movement. "he eciecticiem which re-
pulted from this impeded tvhe Fourth right from the beginning.
After the death of Troisky, whose conctantly correctirg direction
was now missing, it beczme the sole ruling characteristic. 4nd
in this consiste the other, 80 to speek fatalistic part of the
tragedy for which the principle is valid: As long as the decisive .
error has not been brought'to consciousness and its correction
has not been demanded, We cannot iclk of fguilt®., It will omly
underscore the acuteness of the objiu¢hive antagonism between our-
selves and the officisl Fourth 4if we Diezd Ynot guilty" for gll
concerned in respect to the deeper cavses of the orisis. . Polemic
is then applicebie on1¥ to guesiions concerning the responsibility
for faults with n the Fourth International, but the new responsid-
;g%tyegrises only where the conditions for a new advance have
ur e '

#As stated before, we consider these conditions to be present
in the WP and we are convinced that.it will not evade its respons-
ibility. All that 1s involved for the time being ie the decieim
. to reco%gize the given problem and to make it the center or attc-—

tion. e problem is no less and no more than what we have cal-ed
on various occasions the radicel break of the Fourth with its prast.
Thies break, however, demands a complete change of the whole work
in 811 ficlde (party, organization and press). In no case can i%
-be achieved overnight within the framework of & convention. But
the convention can edopt -a definite line, vote the necessary reso-
- lutions, set up a commission for further deliberation and charge
the responsible bodies with the gradual exeocution of the reform.
If the convention arrives at a decision in principle it will also
find the strength to overcome the considerable intellectual end
practical difficulties which will result from the new point of
view and the necessary change. At the same time it will have
gained the only means with which the harmful influence of the
SBWP in America can be liquidated. It literally depends upon the
decision and will of the WP whether or not the BWP shall be removed
as an impeding factor. '
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- Por a better understanding of the whole problem we append the
"Theses for the Construction of the Fourth Internatiopal" which
were officially adopted by the I.K.D, in August 1937. It is easy
to seethat the practical political line of the Theses is in funda-
mental contradiction to the line hitherto followed by the Fourth.
Therefore an attentive reader might ask: '

If the IKD for a long time believed that it had found "the
root of the evil" and had been previously ignored in its endeavors
~-ghould it then not hold the whole Fourth responsible for the
"deeper causes" of its decline? 1Is it not a contradiction to speak
of a "fatalistic part" of our tragedy when it can be shown that
attempts were made a long time ago to "raise the problem into the
field of -consciousness" and to bring about a decision? .

In answer 1t should be-sald that circumstances were against us
and that until today we did not have _an opportunity even to raise
the question in the International. It has been very difficult for
us to penetrate the international press with ouwr "strange" views
and in fact we were sabotaged from all sides. To have changed
these conditions at all would have required a far greater authority
than we possessed. #8 an historical materialist one must also:
consider that even the "ideal" vanguard learns very slowly in mewrt
cases, only under the pressure of external events and through its
own experience. At times it does not learn at all, it essifies
,and becomes an obstacle. Morfover, we are all the products of

specific conditions: the problems which forced themselves more or
less quickly upon the IKD (because of the total collgpse of the
German lgbor movement) are felt in #merica, for example, only today
(after the complcte disillusionment brought on by the end of the
second World War). In any case, we have found political solidarity
and support only in the WP (after exhausting all attempts with the
degenerating Fourth). Therefore, in using the opportunity offered
by your convention we should like to thank you for the ald extended
to us. We only regret that we are not able to participate actively
in your work and your deliterations. But our most sincere wishes
are with you, end we hope with confidence that you will succeed

in the "great break-through" which must become the turning-point

in the so-tragic history of the labor movement. . -

Fraternally:

AK of the I.K.D.
London, April 5, 1946

THE CONQUEST OF THE CRISIS OF S8OCIAL ISk THROUGH BOLSHEVIE POLITICS

.1, A Short survey

. The "Communist Manifesto" will celebrate its hundredth birth~
day in the coming year. 8ince ite appearance, millions of prophe-
cies, recipes, instructions, declarations, speeches, polemics,
articles, pamphlets, books, newspapers, periodicals, handbills, -
demonstrations, strikes, etc. have been poured over the plague&
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vworking clasg, the petty baurgeoisie, the ppassnts, the intells

dempograt aoh and every ! el-eo-
&‘8]’&1&& ®perties . LS L A Sy T J o8 °fr POS letvy.eBi8
the working clags from the yoke of ocapitalist domination in the
name of the new Gospel. Oan there be anyone who is capable of
denying or even minimiging the tremendous efforts,_ the gigantio
sacrifices, the willingness {o fight, the elemental and organized
striving of the maseses ‘toward their iiberation, considering the
hundred years which have just passed? ]

No! The masses have proveld themselves gloriousl
have justified complefely Vthe expectations which wereyﬁlgggd?5;§:
them. To this hour they heve shown at all opportunities their
revolutionary will, and their willingness to fight, in many instan-
ces even without any leadership 7r under a leadership which wag
acoidental. The hundred years of the "Communist Manifesto" are a
hundred years of -heroio ®iruggles on the part of the masses which
in the overwhelming majority of instances surpassed in courage
inltiative, revolutionary :elan, eand instinctive certainty of gaal
even their most radical leaders. Yot the massee—but the revolu-
tionary leaders in all countries, have failed absolutely, completely
and ‘in every field. We must thank these leaders alone if one ’
hundred fateful years end with this result:

8o many battles, so many defeats! 4nd here the degenerated
Russian Revolution also paeses into history as a defeat at last,

For it is the traglc fate of the working class, with all its
revolutionary characteristics, and its elementary urge toward
Sooialism, that it camot achieve a olear political or socialist
consciousness of itself, and that it is ticd for 1ife or _death
to & oonsciously striving leadership in the form of a revolutionary
Marxist party. Just because of this, the crisis of S8ocialism does
not express itself as a orisis of the movement of the masses, but
as a orisis of conscivusness or of the leadership. Let us state
this openly and distdnctly:-the leadership has squandered the
revolutionary capitel of the mass movement in a.catastrophic manner
end it 1s just ready to bring about the final catastrophe. Beceuse
of this, the crisis of socialism (in the orbit whieh begins with
its sclentific founding, continuing with the development of the
socialist revolutionary parties to the Russian Revolution, and
returning from there to the sad remainder of those who ars still
working for the revolution tpday) is nothing else than the orisis
of the Fourth International. o :

We now face the following alternative! Either the present
fallure has definite and scientifically perceptible sauses-—or
soolaliem ae a science must be abandoned. Another approach is no
longer possible and would be-a simple deception or childishness.

1. We gladly leave it to Y. R. Johnson to regard the indicated
development, not as an enormous historical resrogression, but to
see in it the most continuous "progress". 'In any case Trotsky
clearly emphasized the historical retrogression which is presented
by the decline of the Russian Revolution and the end of the Third
International, and he based himgelf firmly upon thise.
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2 - Where to Begin . -6.

The Fourth officially marches under the motto: Speak out
what is! In a karxist organization, however, this device canntt
become practically effective without the presumptive complement:
Know thyself! , .

It i therefore, of the most extreme importance to settle
our own accounts, to eradlocate the last illusions and to state
that the failure of the Fourth is, in the present stage, its
bankruptcy.

In order to avoid misunderstandings right from the beginning
and to show that this is not a question of subjective judgements
and arbitrary assertions, we also include ourselves in this
bankruptcy completely and without reservation.

Indeed, of what value could it be to try to exclude any
section from the general verdict by pointingto one or the other
guality. Every section has "certain® gualitiee just as it harbors
certain hopeless individuals who are ideologically as well as .
politically degenerated. HoWever we are concerned here only with the
simple fact that relatively as well as absolutely seen not one
section has been adequate to its task and fulfilled in most ocases
(the war question, for example) even the most elementary duties.s
Therefore the Fourth deserves one of Lenin's strongest epithets.

The history of a movement is always the critique of the
movement. Why then, deny what leaders as well as followers,
the peoples and the goveraments (in their own way) know, and
~of which they are more convinced the more they resist 1t out—-
wardly? Does anyone actually believe that he ban inspire confidence
in his fellow man when he dupes himself and others with pretty
phrases and when he pretends a sorry wreck to be a seaworthy vessel,
which has only some insignificant defects 7 Doss he still expect
the masses to fall for some common petty frauds? Does not this
procedure prove the 0ld rule that those who worship the masses and
always have them on their lips, are just the ones who have the
most contempt for them? ‘ '

Don't be fogled! The world has seen that the 1ittle ship of
the Fourth has siranded badly at every occasion and it is not
going to give up its indifference towards us until we have suc-
cessfully withstood a few trial runs in a more solid vessel.
Until such time the unfailing instinct of the masses, which to
be sure, we need "so very" badly, will provdke a negative attitude.
The masses will retain an absolutely indifferent and even hostile

21gain to avoid misunderstanding: Ve speak of America anfi the most

important European sections. Especially all colonial countries
are strictly excluded. Whatever the mistakes of those sections mayr
have been (we ourselves know too little about ‘this): The Fourth

in Europe and America must be accused for the{r weaknesses.
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stand towards the nolsy advertising clamor of the Fourth. It is
as with a pretentiously praised article which is frightfully
expensive but remains always invisible. Newspapers made up in

the style of the "yellow" press (only with mush less attraction

ind with more typographical errors) shout without letup in all
eys? .

"The revolution i1s the only solution 3 The revolution will come!
The revolution will be victorious! Workers of all countries:
Communism is a great cause for which all goodes and chattels, blood
end 1life must be saorificed!”

The maseses, by no means more stupid than their teachers,
answer quletlys

"That maybe , but you first have to show us practically how
we can get hold of these delicious things for which we have al-
ready paid so dearly and for which we probably shall continue
to pay into eternity if everything goes according to your plan.
Your words sound to us like the ticking of clocks to whose noise
one has become acoustomed and which one does not hear anymore.

Yes, your monotonous noise is there but we do not even have faith
in your ability to publish a good paper. Or da J.R. Johnson-and
other daydreamers of his type believe that they can impress anyone
with confident prophesies about the German revolution and an Apmerica
covered with Soviets (dated for February 25, 1948)7 Johnson may
intoxicate himself with visions but we have heard for a good many
years from the priests of all churches that heaven on earth is near
and that our tribulations will be ended with rich rewards. But
only Johnson, the ieadersof the 8.W.P. and (how could one say it
differently) "Mr." Etienne of the I.8., etc., have the sorry
courage to promise us & German revolution atl a definite date and to
forbid us to doubt their prophetic gifts after the miracle has not
occurred. We 'oall their courage sorry because they boldly told
ueg fairy tales like little children in need of consolation and
lead us by the nose. But this is not the main point. We are
particularly sorry because Johnson, into the bargain, by answering
our guestion why the revolution which he proclaimed in all
-gseriousness @id not come off: "The exactr eason for this we do
mnot know and doubless before very long the German workers will
tell us for themselves." Should we then not follow our heavenly
Rriests rather than these earthly ones who call themselves
scientists"? : i

No doubt the masses as Well as individuals, undéerstand very
well that Communism 1s a great idea and that J.K. Johnson may be
personglly a well-meaning man. But they realixe equally as well
that a great idea also attracts truly great fools and all kinds of
charlatans and embitious, unstable, immature individuals. 8uch
Aindividuals oftentimes get a hold on the movement and transform
1t into a bourgeois swindle which only verries a false name. For
there is, as Lenin explained excellently, only one alternative:
either socialist or bourgeois ideology. For this reason even the
slightest mistake or =ny negligence of our tasks results in the
victory of the bourgeois ideclogy or policy in the given fizld.
It will even be a lasting victory if we can't correct the error
end make up for our omissions. : 1327
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If 1t would depend upon profusely used Marxist articles of
faith then the sSecond and Third Internationals would be pure
Socialist establishments. In reality both are only parthEThrly
degenerated bourgeois formatione. In no case are. they Workers
organizations, despite their noften immeasurably over-estimated
workers'! following. It is the same thing as with the worker
~ pure and simple. He is dominated entirely not by sccialist bu$
by bourgeoig notions: But what is more important: The 6Second
and Third Internationsl live for the greatest part off the .
impotence of the Fourth, whose bankruptcy is due to 2 qualitatively
decisive victory of the bourgecis ideology over its absiractly
correct Marxist foundation. e

Therefore the beginning must be made with a meroiless critique
which must not recoil before any consequence. .

3 - Basis for an Undergtanding with ou¥ Environment

The true state of the Fourth is reflected in the attitude of
our surroundings toward us. This surrounding world is not aware
of us but if knows, on the other hand, very well that Social-
Democrats end "Communiszte " are opportunists, liars, traitors,
imposters and even murderere. Or does anyone imagire that the
Stalinist scum owes its "influence' o the "confidence" of the
masses? That would be a great mistake and a new vichéry of
bourgeois ideology (in form of the pseudo-scientific "mass
psychology" of liessrs. Froum & Co.) over o karzist theory of
consciousness (which on its part has not the least in common with
the Utopian, mechanistic "concepts" of J.R.Johnson). Does one
actually believe that in the finel analysis the continusing
influence of these people is due to the "stupidity® of the masses
and not to the evident misery, dilettantism, complete helplessness,
indescribable confusion, dishonesty, opportunism (hiddén behind
radical phrases) and the bankruptcy of the Fourth which is
summarized in all this? :

If one believes this, then it ghould be taken into considera-
tion that there is a basie difference between the behaviour of the
masses and that of the individual.

_ Depending upon the conditions of the case an individual is
able either to recognize the falsenmess of 2 thing or to take it
in its falseness for pure coin. An individual may reject with
horror the theses and resolutions of the EEC and the 8WP, etc.,
and on the other hand not only eccept this mad nonsense but also
get it down on paper. Against better knowledge it may even -con-
sciously and systematically continue such nonsense in order to
avoid, for example, aditission of an error, to save emabarrassment,
to safeguard an official position, etc. In short: On an in-
dividual basis an urending number of combinations are possible.

But as soon as we view the slightly larger section of our
environment the picture changes andlecomes purely negative. .
Here the predominznt bourgeois trzits of our movement prevail
already as a determining quality and aprear in evcry.respect
more miserable than the rest of the existing bourgeois in-
stitutions. Our bourgeois traits make themsclves folt.as hopeless
Utopianism, are unebld to rouse any syphathy end ereot an
insurrmountable wall of indifference between the movement and the

masses. v . . ‘32_8



We then see the following situation; +the bourgeois chaga@ter
of the Fourth International has become donminant and beoomes
apparent in pumerous individual acts as opportunism, utopianiem,
false prophesies, ultra-radicalism, permanent confusion, -
bureaucratic dishonesty, theoretical putrefaction, lack of :
political character in factional stfuggles, revolutionary bragging,
etc. In a word, the negative side is overwhelming and it destroys
all the sacrifices that have been made. The result is total
political impotence.

In such a situation the masses remain simply ignorant and are
not approachable in any menner. But it would be completely
mislecading to call the behaviour of masses opportunist. This name
the pretentious leadership of the Fourth alone deserves while the
masses remain in a coerced position, created with the help of
the Fourth International and, lacking any better perspective, act
purely praetically. For them the Fourth, ss said before, 1is
only a fraud about which they do not know smything. ‘

For a2 few generations they have experienced practically upon
theirown bodies that the esocialism of the phrase and the socialiem
of action are t7Wo entirely different things. Evenwithout knowing
Lenin's name they carry within themselves Lenints verdict:
Socialism of the phrase is in real life simple betrayal, however
honorable the intentions of' the leaders may be. They are thus
directly forced to decide in favor of various (for there are
neither homogeneous masses or classes) practical swindles
instead of the unknown swindle, or to remain indifferent altogether.
Wherever conditions cermit the masses have an infallible feeling
for the fact that between various classes, sections, nations, etc.
their exist certain differences which are based on material
interestsa nd whichcan berexplited in the interest of self-
"defense. At heart without faith, hope and love, they protect
themselves in the best manner possible, try to break through at
every occasion and "follow" according to the prevailing conditions,
now stalin, now Roassevelt, now the democrats and now the dictators.
Especially in their instinct for revolutionary possibilities the
. masses tower unattainably high over the so-called "Marxists". To
beconvinced, one need, for ex=mple, only consider the Bhilistine
misery of the Fourth in dealing with the naticnal question. There
was a great mass movement and the Fourth preached $o it in the
manner of a village schoolteacher. The knowlege of the teacher
was nothing more than a few misunderstood "Marxist" crumbs. Only
the truly backward conscioueness of the "vanguard" running to
the rear was at stake. This means thet the orgenized backward—
ness of this vanguard hid behind the so-called "undeveloped"

. level of consciousness of the masses. Greatest distrust is
necessary wWherever in the last few years anybody speaks of "class
consciousness" or consciousness of the masses. In 990 out of a
thousand cases nothing but erpty chatter, tautological nonsense ,
political illiteracy are behind it. At stake is not at all the
consciousness of our environment but exclusively the indescribable
misery of the vanguard itself. For the rest of the world the
Fourth is a non-entity. It represents nothing but its bankruptcy
and it has not inherited from its past the material wealth which
the Second and Third Intern ationals command. These are the
reasons why the masses are forced to follow under certain condi-
tions all others but not the Fourth. 1229



Now it so happens that as long as capitaliem exists the %gev-en
development even in respect to ideology cannot be eliminated. We
therefore believe, justified by experience, that the German
catactrophe has provided us with a few incights which differentiate
us from the W.P. (as a whole) as much as the W.P. differentiates
itself from the rest of the Fourth. Of course, nothing is pre-
sented on a silver platter: We conderned ourselves wery intensively
with these insights and worked on them persistently. And yet the
critigue must be carried to the end =nd no doubts shbuld be left:
Before history, i.e., measured by what we ghould have done
absolutely. and what we actuallg acconpl ished, we all are without
exception (to use a "loathsome" but exceptionally fitting word)

a "little pile of dirt". '

This surely ies s harsh verdict and yet is the only one to
which the masses wholeheartedly agreed. For this reason they have
silently turned thelr backs on us. ‘Whether or not the pile of
dirt is filled with the best of intentions (which often enough is
not the case) remains totally irrelevent. 4n apple rotting in a
precious plate has no "bad intentions" either, but rightly no one
wants to eat it. Only when we 'have recognized honestly and without
reservetions the desolate state of the Fourth International shall we
finally have a negative base at last upon which a positive agree-
ment with out environment will be possible. Only then we have a
chance to save a healthy nuclems from liguidation, to find new
capitel and to build a healphier, living ?nternational. ‘

4 - Struggle Againet Demagogues

Let us disregard the various leaderships of our sections which,
partly due to deeper insight ("despite everything"), partly due to
routine, ambitions or even the srlary of $40 weekly etc., stick
to a hardly attractive csuse. What kceps the existing Fcurth
together despite unending crices, splits, factional fights,
(without results), etc? In the main two factors,which of course
also influence the leadership. .

For one thing, it is the perseverance of the petty-bourgeois
utopian sectarian movements whici: find very fertile grounds in the
atomizations of the individual in capitalist society and permit
wanifold "Marxist" shadings. (This aspect of the documents of
the Fourth is reflected in mass messianism or permanént chatter
about the revolution.) -

Secondly, it is this conviction, justly held by the best
elements (who see the evil but cannoct yet grasp the real roots),
that our genersal foundations and general program is correct but
have only to be applied "more correctly', more intensively, more
congretely and emphasized differently. fThis aspect is showmn -
especially vividly in the various proposals designed to overcome
the difficulties which have been submitted so far for the coming
W.P. convention).

Vhen oalready today (as J.R. fohnson indignantly criticized
in a bulletin just received) there are "respoasible’ party members
who speck of a Non—existent internnationalism of the Four th, they

"only spcak the truth about a matter in which the banRruptcy is
epitomized quite vividly. Especially the colonial peoples feel
this truth daily quite palpably. Organizationally it found a new
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and distinctly visible expressicn at the European conferencél}ust
passed (what was carried on there, nccording to the German

proverb, "even the hide of 3 cow could not take"). Therefore the
comrades who are bo be set straight are not those who say ("roughiy"
but correctly) that the Fourth is "not worth a pinch of salt" and
is a'unch of political bankrupts", but the one who need to be

set straight most energehically is J.R. Fohnson who proclaims

that eeying the trubh is "abusive" and "contemptuous " i.e., who
answers an undisputed statement simply with actual abuse.

Such seli-righteousness is the mark of demagogues who were
Tightly called by Lenin the worst enemies of the working class.
It is high time to take Lenin seriously and to fight demagcgues
whose "work" shows the following characteristicss

A) They "piously" comtemplate the "bum" of the proletariat.
B) They always find reasons to withold the truth from the masses.
(Claccical in this respect is the attitude of the SWP press towards
the Russian crimes.) C) .They defend the most obvious falsities
and errors with the most disgraceful tricks or conscious distortion
- 0of the opposing views. D) They slide from one contradictions
to the next, improvise constantly, never give any acccunting and
with confusion bloated by arrogance, they reserve only for
themselves the right to toss about expressiops,like revisionist,
reaction=ry, Menshevik, petty-bourgeois, ctc.

It is time to unmask these righteous Fhilistines and to support
those forcefully who have the ccurage to call things by their right
home. MNet only struggle, but the sharpest struggle against
demagogues Who at the same time reveal thnemselves as irsorrigible
dillettantes and hinder boththe inftellectual development of the
organizetion and the selection of new forces at every turn. In a
mass8 rnovement seclecticn is neigher possible or necessary, for in
it the decisive qualities are not the individu=als but the character
of the macs movement 1itself, in which all individual differences
are extinguished and take on the guallity of the mass movement
itself. A revolutionary organization nowever, that cultivates
dillettantism which obstructs selecticn and training, sentenoes
- itself.

5 ~ The Workers Party =2s the pvoint of Departure

Let us try now to find the causes of the steady stagnation of
most of the organizations (a well known phenomenon to every
observer of our history) and the final general crisis of the Fourth.

For this purpose we sh2ll move the firld of operation to
America and vwe shall choese the WP as the exampie with the help
of which the provlem is to be shon and to be positively solved.
Our exemple has not been chosen arbitrarily, but is based upon
the whole past development. For the moment always arrives where
forces (trey can be individuals or groups) which have already

© All these characteristiics unite J.R. Fohneon "wonderfully" with
the Cannonites, the EEC and the IS. Cyr answer to Johnson's
polemic is going to bring a wealth of &ctailed proof.
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been prepared by this development, are capable and must takelzthe
initiative. - The WP in our opinion is the necessary force to
whom history has given the task of initiating the reconstruction
of the ‘Fourth. : '

In order to outline this tabk very sharply we shall set the
present membership figure of the WP minimally (the real figures
We do not_know and they do not have en independent significange)
at 300. Beyond this it of course has ite.publications
(periodical, newspaper, pamphlets, books, bulletins, etc.), a
tecmical apparatus, a number of connections, synpa%hizers
(among them the closely befriended IKD), points of contact at
home and abroad, etc. '

The balance sheet of the Fourth is already drawn up, the
neoecssity for an unrestrained critique has been recognized, the
basis for an understanding with t he environment has been found,
the struggle against the demagogues has been put on the order
of the day. Now we shall go a step further and we must definitely
be aware of the fact that every organization will develop a
certesin conservatisim and mechanism of inertia, which under
certain circumstances makes it poscibie that elements standing
completely outside csn be pushed forwards much easier than the
organizztion itself. In any case it must be aocepted as a rule
that the leaders as well ag the merbers of the organization cen
continue to develop only when an actual influence upon the
environment is achieved and is reflected on the organization in
the form of increasingly rich relationships and always new tasks.

An organiem which lacks these interrelations, must decay even
with the best dispositions and finally it gust fall,

Futthermore it is necessary to have a oclear insight into
the tendency which is all powerful -and murderous under the
capitalist system, i.e., to isolate, to mske a fettish of, to
osgify, to tear out of its living contexts every object, every
relationship, every progrsm, every word, every concept, eto., in
short: to give to sll things and =all conseptions an indgpendent
existence which they should not have. At times one remenbers
Marx's brilliant words: "The treodition of 31l past generations
weighs like an Alp upon the minds of the living." But not
only the past presses them down but they create new hindrances
with every institution, even with every thought, which makes
them at every turn the slaves of their o™n works and which
paralyze their effort incessantly. )

- Let us not speak of drivel. such as the resolutions and
theses of the EEC or 6f the S§wP, which are all misersble
imitations of resclutions of =2 bygone era. Where they contain
something which is abstractly correct, they glitter with

horrible trivialities. (True, the "professionsal" must deal with -
endlessly repeated truths, which could not interest anyone.)
Eovever, one merely needs to look 2t the resolutions which are now
before the WP ccuvention, in order to recognize: here too one
works according to a cliche, which did not show results even

30 years agQ, -and which must remain without effect particu=-
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In view of these universal and overwhelning tendencies to%hrd
fetishlsnr it is necessary to ricke an extraordinary effort to re=
evaluate everything that hitherto seemed either right or wrong.
Vie ignore any other assets, We begin'the task of overcoming the
crisis with nothing but the findings which the inventory has or will
make evident,

1

6 = The organlzation in the Mirror of its Task

A revolut:onary organization should not only prepare and lead the
revolution and conquer the power but it rmst also know that the conquest
of power 1s only the’first step. *o stay in power, to consolidate
the new system, to actually gulde soclety in all spheres, to confrol .
the reconstruction, and finally to lead society into soclalism is
a hundred times more difficult. {(International problems of extreme -
intricaocy will be encountered at every step.) It should be axlomatio
that careless treatment of these points will result in a catastrophe
like the Hungarlan revolution under the leadershipof the petty-
bourgeois dilettant, Bela Kun after the first world war, The power
was galned easily, yet very soon the masszes turned their backs on
those leaders who had nothing to show but thelr own narrow-mindedness,
The real task is not only to plan and prevare the conquest of
vower but to take into consideration to the fullest extent the follow-
ing job of reconstruction. The point 1s to make the working class
able to take over and to gulde soclety as 2 whole.

Nobody 1s born with this ablillity which is a difficult crafte--
an art which has to be learned with rmuch pztience and dlligence.
Furthermore it has to be practiced constantly, otherwide ariscs the
danger of lagging behind asfar as technique i3 oncerned and getting
out of step wilith developments in general. Bascd on long experienoce
we know that the falth in the self-rniobilization of the masses is
a recipe for waste 'of energy, useless sacrifice, disappointment and
defeat. Let J.R. Johnson with his card index of misunderstood
Trotsky=Lenin=Marx-and=-Engecls quotutions go to hell. ‘e refuse
allevasions in face of the real difficulties, and we have "faith
only in our real tanglble accomplishiients. :

Very well, 300 members of the WP in america are cenfronted with
the problem of bringing the decisive section of a nation of 140
million people under their influenpe. At the same t'me they have
to refor: an Internationul, or better, to make an International
possible at all. Let us recognlze: the "rashness" of this task
i1s the main source of the bellie” in miracles which is the sore of
the petty-bourgeois utopianism that has ruincd the Fourth. Just as
he came to sociallsm as a matter of conviction and to the "leadership"
of the organization he visuallzes thc conquest of povicr. Yet
sin his subhconzciour miud 3leevws the forebeding that his micture 13 e
self-deception. A terrible fesr of those glgantic difficultiies, and
. the unadnitted feeling o f his incompetency to cope with them takes
possesion of hime. The result if a pitiful quackery which stimulates
firmness: "We are on the right road"--"we will forge ahead“-~"with
the help of the mas es we will be victorious", if wc only keep the
"princples” of our sect )which has been baptized "revolutionary"
party) wunadultcrated and 1f we Iinsist upon the immaculate concepticn
of the proletariat." .

We have to sec through the mechanism of human nature (which is
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a capitalistic nature under capitalism and sees everything distorted.
The individual is often willing to make the grcatest sacrificces and
even risk his life to uistribute illegul lcaflets, but only to
find in other respects insurmountable obstacles, At the thought of
belgg made responsible for the whole society imagination and courage
soon fail him, because knowledge und a total view sre lacking. He
wil) only recognizc such means and :iethods 2s he understands,
Nothing convinces him e&nd he finds a hundred excuses to evade the
necessary work. An audaclous proposal he will rejcet saying: "That
does not work; we have other things to do; we do not have the
strength." If a persistent effort is required he doubts immediately
how this possibly could lead to success. In the mecantime stagnation -
seta in. But because this s~-agnation must be "justified™ it changes
into demoralization. Then a few elcments begin to defend the
"immaculate concephion" with the iiost miserable and dirty means against
their own organization, the lpternational and the working class,

Our 300 members see through all this, thoy reject all 1llusions
sbout thernselves and others and say: "All of us, thc worlkers in-
cluded, came into this world as petty-bourgcols, ideologically speake
ing. It is difficult to get rid of thesc cavitalistic traits.
Besidos, only a few of us are workers. <+his in itself is neither an
advantage nor a shortcominge. Lo be a worker docs not neccssarlily
mean that one hcs an cdge on the petty-bourgoois”, To know the above
mentioned facts is important because we have to climinate among many
other things the unbearcble fetishism of the word "proletarian®, .
Unfortunately not only Johnsoh indulges in ‘the "proletarianization"
of the partye. Hithcrto the proletarianization of the m rty mcant
nothing more than thc transforaction of all availablc members into
"factory-workers'. slthough these transformations turned out to be
failures the exverimcnt will be rcpeited, .The “worker' voscsses e
magic force in the eycs of the Yourth, which he derivcs from his
"historic" mission and which is guarantecd by the sentence: "The
emanicaption of the tollers csn only be the work of the toilors
themselves'e <+his sentence, misuscd b many demagogues, has only
one rational mecaning, namecly, the liberation of the proletariat can
not be enginecrcd" from the top, 1t can only be accomplished by
rhilantrhrovists or by terrorists, it can only be achieved bv the
mosses making their own refolution and their own isurrcction,

"If onec gocs one lota beyond this onc stands alrcady among those
petty-bourgecols who vlugorize lMarxism (they attach themsclves to
the shirt-tails of the labor novenent and muke themsclvesridiéulous
and suncrflous in most tases through the fact that they prcach
sclf-mobilization of the masses)e True enough, the masscs have to
fight their own revolution. Nevertheless, that has nothing to do
with the problem of leadership and the party which has as 1lts task,
to understand everything, to know everything, to master cvervthing,
and to do everything nccessary to make the revolution victorious
and the victory durables In the mirror of thesoc tasks which are
truly universal, the orgunizstion will comvrchend in the first nl-oce
that so far it undecrstands, khnowa,mast:rs and docs very little. To
be exact: Hitherto the organization limlted itself to the miost
n nute, unimportant, fruiilecss and onportunistic part of its work.
Thereby it loeked 1tsell out from real politics, cven on issues where
‘theorctically a correct position had been taken, (The national
qucstion for cxample). Onc may define the oresent work of the
organization as unionism, Ypuro” labor politics, or factery-cult. An:
term cxcept the designation Marxist politicsa,
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In reality the character of the work done so far oonsis%s

simply in ooncentrating all farcea in one fleld (trade~union
work) where sucocess is possible only after other more important con-
- ditlons have been fulfilled. <hat the trade-union work has been

unsuococessful the party knows from practiocal experlence, ow
must learn to evaluate this experience theoretically and become
deeply convinoced that as long as trude-union work remains our
dominant field of activity, we shall be lost, .

7 =~ The Roots and Deeper Causes of the OCrilsis
(Presented as thesis and basis for sclentific
~ treatment)

Since the viotery of revisionlsm all revolutlionary mrties and
organizations oriented the bulk of thelr activity tcward the'pure"
labor-movement., (Different forms of the pure laboremovement arc:
the cilt of spontaneity, economism, trade~union politics, "direct"
action", organizing of "masses" in the party, putsch~tactics, '
"workers"-culture, and the various cmmbinations of the above
mentioned forms,) ' ! -

The concept of the pure workers movement 1s the antthesis of
all the principles on whioch the old German Soclal Bemocratic party
and the Bolshevlik m rty were bullt and on which they based thelr
cotivity., Complete or even predomlnating concentration on the
speciflc workers interests mdans to put the accent on only gne and
at that not even the important part of the questione® Through
the 1solatlon of this partlicular aspeot and the autcmatically
following fetishism even the work in this directlon becomes
necessarlly falsel.® It 1s o rule without exception that this leads
to a wretched narrowness which consequently ruins the politleal .
development of the mrty« The intellectual horizon is lowered to
the factory level and the shallowness of the factory level soon
becames the standard for the approach to other problema. This
frame of mind renders the party completely incapable of fulfillling
1ts many-sided tasks, the theoretlcal consciousness bocomes
distorted and suffocated. Burougeolas influence finds an open door
resulting in total degeneration, .

This has been the fate even of the best revolutionary groups

- (Ppe German Left for exemple). Beocause not a single one could find

a way out into real politlecs, the Bolshevlk party remained isolated
and due to the absence of international help, it, tco, was con=-
demned to degencration, Thishs the cause of the victory of
Stallnlsm and the general orisis of sociallsm and the labor movement,

The Yourth on Lts part d4did not recognize the main evkl elther.
The Interndtional trusted in the upsurge of mass struggles and did
not find a polltical systems As the only answer to all problemsd
1t resorted to the fetiah "trade-union work", The "“proletarian

b, Tho proof IollowWs in the neXt paragrarni,
6s <t is no accident that just in this field "ven" the unioen
speclallsts of the SWP heccome more and more opportunist and

prnvoke more anA more opposition,
7¢ We recall: .The bourgeols influsnce was already victorious with
the described "ooncept'.
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madness ran wild with committees, militias, soviets, revolutions
soclialism, all of which are closely connected with workers, trade
unions and factories. Politice exists only as theory. The theor-
ies are mostly faulty, vulgar, onesided and stunted in growth.
Nowhere do they lead to action. On the contrary, they lead to se-
paration from actual life and the masses. :

. They only saturate the air with the "leadership" pretentions
of an impotent, narrowly confined sect. -

Here alone lies the root of the evil and the deeper cause of
the spedal crisis of the Fourth. The amazing eimplicity of this
formula does not alter the fact that it has an extremely manifold
content and the most far reaching consequences. At the same time
it is the only formulaticn which makes a scientific treatment of
the crisis possible and prevents us from discarding socialism &s
%iutgpia (a possibility which Trotsky already took into considera-

on). :

-

8. A closer examination of the task

— -

The necessity for a revoluti.-nary leadership is recognized
in words, but one has not the least notion how it has to be con-
stituted. 4n order to convince ourselves of this let us push the
Insanity to extremes and assume that J.R. Johnson takes power with
hig party in the spring of 1948. Of course, Johnson will have
soviets all over and have at his command any number 'of different
kinds of "workers! committees". 1In addition the party will be
imbued with the kind of wisdom which Johnson takes for "Marxiem".
We assume further that even the mass of workers have understood
Johnson "fully and completely". Then what?

On the basis of the "conception® of the party which espec—~
ially Johnson and the official Fourth hold, we would then exper-
ience a catastrophe of unimaginable extent.

We would be faced by this problem: Army end industry, na-
tional and international politics, agriculture and trade imports
and exports, educaticnal system and propaganda, scientific re-
search and technicsl apraratus, statistics and medicine, adminis-
tration, housing and a hundred other branches would not only have
to be re-organized, but also controlled and led. We would find
ourselves in a concrete situaticn facing Stalinism as well as the
church, the reformists, the other parties, the international di-
plomacy and the armed counter-revolution. Finance, regulation of
currency, legislation, postal service, radio, the motion pictures,
psychology, philospphy, pedagogy, literature, art, family life,
sports, recreation, penology and a thousand other questions would
create troubles which Johneson's book-learning does not dreamm of.
Faced with a1l these difficultiee which (let us repeat emphatically)

_ ‘cannot be enumerated and are of gigantic dimensions Johnson would
‘realize that he has not understood "Das Kapital" if for no other
rTeason than that he doesn't understand anything about bourgeois
society. Where enormous knowledge and utmost many-sidedness are
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required he would operate witn a dead schemata. He Would be'at .

the mercy of the bburgeois specialists in every detail, for better
or for worse. . :

Does anyone imagine that one could do without this army of
specialists or force them to cooperate through the "dictatorship"
because there are sufficient numbers of technically trained woz-
kers to keep production running? But just to maintain production
and distribution, eccnomists, architects, techniciauu, engineers,
physicists, chemists, experts in forestry, mining, transportation,
agriculture, etc., are nzeded without end. All these people would
not let themselves be ccmmandzered by a pzr ty which is not in a
position to check up ¢n them. Under such circumstances even large
stratas of workers wou'd assume definite traits of a *ruling" class
in the bad sense and rall prey to this ever-present danger, the
easier the more ignoraat the party, and thus bring tae workers to
power as rure products of the capitalist environment. The workers
then would have practically no more to offer than their "proletar-
ian" self-conceit or the arrogance of their "historical" mission.
They would commit stwpidity after stupidity. They would be forced
to rule by neked power, arouse all tne world against. themselves
and lengthen the chzin of difficulties from this unforeseen point
to the final decline of the revolution.

In civilized countriec the conquest and the maintaining of
power are much more difficult than "in backward ones (for example,
in barkaric Russia). The more developed a country the more know-
ledge is required, and the more difficult is it to convince the
" specialists, to win them over and to discipline them. If Johnson,
trusting in the development cf the class struggle, would, after
taking power, as-emble. them snd submit his "planaﬁ they would re—
mark to each other after the first address: "Why, this 1s a
prattler! He thinks he can sclve difficult questions with agita-
tional speeches!"

Of course, every great revoluticn makes a grest number oif
scholars, specialists, intellectuals of all kinds willing to jcin
and to be at its dicposal. Only.it has to be a great revolutica
and nct a Johnsoniade upon which one will lock with a superior
enile or with panic as upon a folly, a childishness, a queer 322
or an incane acventure. In the absence of a p=rty which has &ai-
ready gained grert political and moral authority the achievenmenti
of sccialist willi be lost every time.

The "pbad part" of the whole problem, however, is that worke: v,

D —————

8. Johnson's latest "programmatic" document shows up his schemai-
in pitiable nakedness. A batch of "slogans": For and against,

against and for - that, to make the misery complete, is called th.
"Progrem of the iMinority". Indeed, one mu:t decide: Against thic
"wonderful" contagicn, against this big void of inflated phrases!
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peasants, petty-bourgeois, intellectuals, our best allies, ete.,
even with the best intentions are incapavle of helping themselves
and are dependent upon the experts of the party. 4s far as this
is concerned the decisive strata must have gained in advance and
by practical experience the convicti n that they can place uncon-
ditional confidence in the ability of the party, in its love for
truth and its devotion. Neither workers nor scientists or intels
lectuals are lkerxists. Rather they all are products of the divi-
sion of labor and consequently fetishists by "Trade". Particular-
ly the genersl interrelaticnship in the Marxist sense they do not
comprehend by themselves.

But what else is Marxiem than the doctrine of the general and
particular interrelationships? It relates the separate sciences
with each other, places them into a total system, prevents their
ossificaticn (instead of ossifying itself!), ccrrects their one-
sidedness, prevents metaphysical or mechanical aberraticns, etc.

. Thus, for example,. educsticn and producticn, production and nutri-
tion, nutrition and medicine, medicine and the raising of new
generaticns (prophylaxis, hygiene, etc.) =re placed in direct con-
necti.n with each other. Without constant summation, digestion,
development, application and interrel=zticn of the total endeavor
in every field, the sciences remain despite most extensive planning
and systematizaticn in single branches like capitalist production:
anarchic in toto. Therefore, if tihe party lacks the ability to
make this summ&ati n vividly and to expand it constantly, then
even the most devoted intellectuals willi lack that "disciplining"
intellectual-nnlitical authority without which they will lead so-
ciety anywrnere except to socialism.Y Here cause as well as effect
are "bad" since the party ceases to "lead" (which shows that it
never did!). And it doesn't help a bit to teach and preach
"siarxism". On the contrary: uMarzxism Las to De practical, it has
to prove itself as an all-embracing organizing power and has to
becorie a reality with every step daily and hourly.

On the other hand there are thousands upon thousands of ca- .

pable who realize deeply the insanity of capitalicst society and

-desperastely look for that force which coculd show them an alterna-
tive and which could. assign them a meaningful place. The fright-
ful inteliectual narrowmess, the "prolciarian" fetishism, the
terrible monotony of the strike repcrts, the horrible provincial-
ism of our papers, the ridiculous quackery, the devastating and
compromising treadmill of subscripticn~campaizns ("Socklist compe-
tition"!) - all that and more drives them forcefully into weari-
ness, passivity, contempt, isolatiin, enmity, and an unwillingness
to listen 1t us. Tne Fourth itself is responsible when talented
people (also workers!) desert our ranks and rightfully don't want
to be lectured by dilettants. It cannot be said too clearly:

9. Evoluticn never stops and has left only colossal gaps for
karxism in the last 20 years. L&t Jonnson cry, but it is clear
retro:ression neone the les:z. Did not Engels say that materialism
changes its cutlook with each great discovery in the natural sci-
ences? There has the Fourth even the slightest hint of an idea of
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Marxiem would be completely felse if it did not take into consi-
deraticn that capitalism causes a great number of workers, petty-
bourgeois and intellectuals to become upright. idealists wﬁo will
fight for a great and correctly led cause. When they view the
Fourth they feel: o . .

"We have no place in this movement. 1Its narrowness sguashes
all life, destrcys all develocment and prevents us to give our
best, In the long run not words but only deeds cam c¢Qnvince us.
Yet we hear only stupid words which make it clear to us: We are
not needed and no one knows what to do with us. Remain alone then
and convince yourselves whsre you will be led with your silly

"business.”

Once again: Our fellow beings are by mo means idiots without
excepticn. Don't be surprised when our trivial game does not
leave the least impressicn «n them. The "Leninists® have complete-~
ly forgotten (or never heard or never understood) that it reguires
the setting up of an all-embracing and bold plan to give workere
and intellectuals the necessary impulse and to open a real per-
8pective - a plan which by its grandeur and seriocusness impresses
all and also forces respect from the opponents. But there cannot
be the least doubt: Already the mere posing of the problem as
we attempt it here will, in spite of literary deficiencies, be
likely to induce a change. This alone will earn us more sympa-
thies and prestige than all the wonderful prophesies, even if (we
commit a conscious blasphemy!) they appear in the form of mis-
placed quotations from Trotsky. ’

10. How gtupidities are produced in the name of Trotsky is shown
by ourfjoker Johnson who maintaing with "revolutionary ser lousness"
that the stalinist psrties outside of Russia are "working oclass
parties". At the seme time this Johnson calle Russia a capitalist
and fascist state. Johnson's lsst formulaticn is this: "For the
Marxian analysis that Russia is a oapitalist state, the most ad-
vanced outpost of the world-wide movement toward statification."
The attentive observer will therefore exclaim: "God! the Stalinist
partiee which follow Russian policies exclusively (and which obey
a capitalist-fascist state like dogs!) are also parties of the
working class? 1s this man mad or is he mocking us with his jab -
ber?" - Indeed: Johnson who takes the mass accumulaticn of quo~
tati-ns (cons}sting of unsuccessful prophesies and empty propc--
ganda phrases) for "theoretical" contributicns should for cnce
choose meaningful sentences in.the works of Trotsky and not clway:
the dead wood. In "What Next?", for example, Trotsky states a-
bout perties which serve capitalist interests: "The Social Demo-
cracy is a completely bourgeois party inspite of its constituency
of workers", etc. But Johnson is hardheaded and even declares:
"Againgt Stalinism" (may we ask whether the "Stalinists" parties
represent the fascist Stalinism or the nworking class"?) "chieflv
because, more than any (!) other party today, it frustr:=tes &nd
betrays the desires of the masses for social revolution" (withou®
.wrich Jdohnson simply will not show up!). To complete this farce
our hero of the permanent revolution stands for nothing more and
nothing less than "for the gelf-mobilizaticn ¢f the masses", be-
cause that is "the only (!) safeguard sgainst the Stalinist and
‘reformist misleaders". In other words‘ The working class must
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In the mirror of its enormous task, whose immensity has al-
ways caused the proletarian revoluticn to recoil, the organization
now learne to comprehend what it rcally takes to reach the goal.
At steke is the extinction of a type of insanity (dropping with it
a whole series of utdpias and fetishisms) which believes that a
victorious revolution could be achieved without a complete
preparaticn or with emply hands.

9 - The Transition to Political Work

All in 211 the inventory has now been completed. The causes
of the crisis have been recognized and cease to be tyranizing
foreign powers, because perceived laws lose their demoniac force.
With this the necessary pre-conditions have been achiéved which we
. need in order to render the practical solution of the problem
feasible for our 300 members. -

The outlines of a political plan of action which differs
fundamentally from the usual conceptions and practices already has
come into relief upcn the background of our previous considerations.
We only need'to know of i¢his plan that it must be "universal®,
that it must give us influence upon all supressed classes and
sections of society, that it must be orieted toward the organiza-
tion of scciety as a_whole and that it should win esteer even from
objectors and enemies. B

Without describing the plan more in detail we shall now take
up its practical realization (wiich, as we know, must be the
realization of iarxism) and we weave into the presentation all
which is necessary for the explanation and the proof. The whole
task is to be solved in real life by the course of the development
itself, in which we participate as conscous leaders and supporters.
We begin on any old day with the forces at hand. Being politically
interested people we look into the newspapers in order to inform
ourselves about current events. . :

10 ~ First Example
Today's newspapers report that William Green, president of

mobilize against the working class parties and it must this uncon-
ditionally Mtself". Just irmagine: A "leader" and a "revolution-
ist" who raises his mignty voice for fhe self-mobilization of the
masses! This "demand" is of a singular "uarxist" progressiveness
and it will undoubtecly induce the american proletariat to make
Johnson its SBancho Pancho. Farticularly since Yohnson, in his
unshakable modesty, cpposes"vacillations" and "confusion"! Well
it is appropriate to answer in Jonnson's own words: "What a mess!"
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the American Federation of Labor, sent a letter to theGerman
Social-Democrat Freidrich Stampfer. In it he transmits, without
any qualifications or remarks about the "guilt" of the éermana,

to all "friends and fellow workers in Germany hearty greetings for
the First of usay". He then expresses his hope for "a reconstruc-
tion of free, democratic unions”, for "civil rights in full
meagure", and concludes: "Be as ured that the American Federation
of Labor will advance and support with all its power all endeavors
in this direction™.

This unassuming event is of great importance and permits us
to go directly beyond the two bargaining bureaucrats (Green and
Stampfer, whose empty phrases leave us completely cold). William
Green speaks in the nsme of the AFL and puts the finger objectively
on a sore spot--that i@ the only thing which interests us and which
is useful for our work. For we are supposed to be the "conscious"
leadership, i.e., we have to tnink and explain the meaning of
events truthfully to everyone. We therefore state: TheFirst of
May was once primarily a day of international solidarity of the
international working class and its friends. It would be
ridiculous and unworthy to despair but we (who have to tell the
truth under all circumstances in order to arrive at correct
politics) have to =2sk ourselves: 1ls this First of #ay a day of
joy or sorrow for the international proletariat?

Bham and disgrace! Greatest humiliation! William Green, the
leader of a conservative t rade inion, will probably be the only
one whe conceived the idea of deminstrating with this declaration
politically against the so-called "World Federaticn of Trade
Unione", which exciuded the Gsrman workers from membership and
which is a pest-hole politiczlly as well as ideologically. The
Vorld Federaticn of Trade Unions is a quisling enterprise organized
by Stelin and his gang. However, tae "progressive" American
union (CIO) on its part (led by ur. Sidney Hillman and bis
"comrunist® scum) takes officially the baiting, chauvinist point
of view of the WFTU. These are tue facts. ‘

We, on the other hand, the revolutionary organization, don't
we conduct "correct" trade union politica and are we not (if ve
are to believe our own words) here for the purpose of developing
the political consciousness of the workers? Verywell then:

did our members in the CIO think of properly fighting the
thoroughly reactionarypolitical line of their union? Did they
submit carefully plaanned resolutions explaining to the workers
why such infamy must be destroyed in the workers' own interests?
Will "we" issue an appropriate declaraticn, collect signatures,
publish resolutions of our factions or at least "deal" with this
burning issue in our say article in lLabor Action?

Fere the misery starts anew: The best revolutionary organize-
tion (seriously speaking) in Americ2 fails in its duties and
remains dumb when the "most advancecd" and largestAmerican union,
when millions of organized workers defame and oppress the German
and Japesnese workers like voluntary jailers. It is high time %o
make clear to the workers that they and American democracy kave
already suffered colossal losses since they have subjugated still
more colonial peoples, Japan, Germany and indeed the whole world,
either directiy or in helping Russian imperialism in this
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subjugation. The lowest point of humiliation, however, is reached
when the workers permit the transformation of their organizations
into imperialist tocls of oppression. -

"We" have no reason to be joyful on a first of May that
reminds us only of our disgrace. .It would be our duty to brand
this sham, to translate our protests; resolutions, declarations
and articles into the principal languages and to epread them with
the aid of our allies in all countries. That would mean to
practiee internationaliem and would show that ‘the world working
class can count upon the solidarity of the party in the richest
and most powerful country on earth.

. At the same time 1t is necessary to illuminate the enormous
retrogreszion which consists of the izpossibility to hold kay
meetings for international righte and international fraternization
in Russia, Japan and the Baltic States, in the Balkans, in Germany,
etc. The depth of the decline and the enormity of the disgrace

.would have to be portrayed in flaming colors: It is necessary to

see the dissemination of the truth about the disgracd and shame
as a real need of the movement and to be convinced like marx
that one thing alone can help: "To make the shame still more
orprressive by adding the consciousness of shame".

Therefore the following must be emphasized: The workers in
Moscow, Berlin, Warsaw, Tokyo, Bucharest, etc., do not celebrate
the First of iay today; they are sbused through chauvinist parades’
of the governments and are ordered by their hangmen (first sgain
the mass-murderer 8talin and his sordid gang of bribed filth) to
perform spectacles of deception, being no better off than
glaves end worse than under Hitler (who did@ not hypocritically
andcynically call hie slave parades "democratic"!) On the basis:
of this fact swerious work must be initiated for undonditional
expulsion of Russia and all its quisling representatives from the
WFTU. The reason: The Rustian delegates and their international
following do not speak for "trade unions" (which are non-existent
and constitute even more vicious organizations than Hitler's
Labor Front). They represent solely and exclusively the
governments of the Russian slave-keepers. From all countries
dominated by Russia, only those delegations should be admitted who
are Willing to teke up the struggle (and just the iliegal
struggle) against Stalin and his quislings for death or life.
Everything else is a fraud and support of the fraud.

In short: Let us have none of the customary hollday articles
for the First of aay, when more than h2lf of the working cl=ss of
the world wearily moves about in heavier chains than in the past
century and a misery never before experienced calis to us. Serious
examination, complete unmasking, and the oath to discharge our
duties better—these are the tings that are required and that
give more courage than fanfares of *certain victory". Just the
majority of the peoplés will not be touched by shouts of joy:

On the basis of long experience they who have bteen humiliated

the most (they do not even find themsclves mentioned) cannot
believe in them. Cooly they look on =2nd they cen prove by their
own Hent bodies that stiikes, demonstrations, committees and
bloody clashes in themselves are not yet class strugpgles. And
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even if J.R.Johneon stands on his head: al this becomes g Clage
struggle only under specisl conditions and premises, {.e., meeting
politicsl criteria. We don't know this and do not answep the
crying needs of the masces with political help but with phrage-
mongering about "capitalism", "imperiallem", and "socialism".
Therefore we are once more not taken seriously.

1ll- Comments

The bitter taste which the truth leaves on our tongues should
not hinder us from swallowing it completely. Thought, determined
Tesistance to th= rouvine o the cvrganization, a critical
attitude towards ocurs.ives, all these ure the abilities and
virtues that mus; te dcveloped. But %hey can oaly be developed
within e ldvipg system. Dead "Marxist" principles produce nothing,
vigorous thinking achicves vverything. Do we run the danger
perhaps of being "unpopular" with a declaration on the First of
kay that really fits woild ccnditions? Then we would have to
acguire, first of all, ihe ccurage to be unpopular, evel if we
had been popular end for a time would h-ve to count en a "reverse",
vkich later on would bring double and triple interest. But we
don't deal at all with a "danger", we deal solely with thoughtless~
ness and philietine pre¢judices. We take into account certain
retarde d scctions while negleoting theoverwhelming majority
which is concerned, and amongst whom our views would immediately
gain the very greatestv popularity. Having yielded to bourgeois
prejudices and following the path of least resistance we do not
have to wait for the rezction. This reaction consists of the fact
that the vanguard itself has been systematic ally educated in
poverty of thought. Its consciousness is not developed; on the
contrary, it is-cerrupted:and pushed to an ever lower level. The
further and disastrous reaction: the vanguard disappears and
becomes completely incapable of carrying out correct policies, as
our example has demonstrated. And indeed, a revolutionary organiza-
tion which does-not every instant and in every field carry on
correct propaganda and agitation is offal in histery.

One should avoid by alimeans what the wholly. superflous and
false resolution of the WP about the "cadre" does: to consider
"propagenda" something 1like dissemination of and dissertation on
basic theorems andinsights. Theory proper is only a very limited
part of propaganda. Real propaganda (not agitation, which is
primarily verbal) consists in karxist illumination of all events
and details without exception and is always directed towards
political action whether the organization consists of 5 or 5,000
members. (liore about this later on).

For work in the indicated manner we will find without doubt
more support and sympathy with all sincere workers, (and we would
not live under cepitaiism if there weren't alsc amongz the workers
many shabby ragamuffins) petty bourgsois, and ihtellentvals (who,
contrary to prevalent prejudices, are a stratum ecpecially
valuable and indispensible for socialism). Morz sympathy than
heretofore we have found for money and (even WoTse) chcligiles wasted
on subscription campaigns, lkilitant and Lszbor Acticn, etc. With
nothing more than an carneest, tkough%t out ap.eal,. illuminating the
real state of affairs and the real needs, we could collect all over
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In all strata tens of thousands of signatures, We could submit
petitions and initiate actions putting pressure on trade union
bureaucrats and so cut off support for the Stalinlst gangs. Ans-
wer the question® ‘Vould a comprehensive, profound, analytical
article on the real situatlon about our subjcst give workers (for
we watch always wlth both eyes only the reaction of the workerst)
polltical . knowledge or not?

The answer Is not difficult to give® Oply by this means can
political knowledge and insight for politlecal organization be
transmitted. bBut the workers cannot galn knowledge from our May
articles with thelr assurance that "the mighty American working
class rust have a mlghty political organization,"

Again the worklng class suffers under "our" methods mainly,
because "our methods destroy the avant-guarde which should help

the vworking slass, ’

True enough, May lst articles are written every year. They
are like a toy, which after a little spring-cleanlng gets kicked
around for a _day and wlnds up in a corner to gather dust untlil
next year, Fersistent thinking, however, would above all provide
the party membership (whose political and theoretical level has
dropped dangerously low) wilth the indlapensable knowledge. It
would enlighten them about relationships, cendltions and soclal

concateratlons, the Importance of which they do not understand at
all, At the same timc the party members would have found a po-
litical orientation and a document which would have provided
durable (necessaryl) insight and directives for frultful work,

Flnally: Vhy have we gone so much Into detalls on thls is-
sue? For us this example was especlally interesting and instruc-
tive, because 1t lies in the "preferred fleld" of the Fourth, i,
e., it lies completely within the boundaries of the so important
and so "expertly" tolled field of trsde-union politics, We
wanted to show that due to our backvardness and onc-sidedness,

~our performmance, even in the most limited of 2ll arenas, muct

necessarily turn out to be false and unilarx!am, Nowhere becomes

the falsity < our work mor: apparent than wazn observing the
helplessness with which we are facing trade mwnlon vrocliems. In
other words¢ We are led and prisoners; the huatile or buoxkward
surrounding world has the leadershlp and is vishoriovs, Pub thils
1s only the modest bteglnning, for there is no ¢nid to tlhe most
different relatlons, conscquences, connecticns and generallza-
tions, which only in thelr %*ot«llty amount to vwolitlcal knowledge.
in the "arxlan sense of the word. The great =il 1s reflecied

In the smallest detail, as on the whole grest issues are lniore-
woven with small cnes and little ones interlaccac with the blg,
That we have to understund 1f we cver want to gou ahead,

12, Sccond Examnle

The papers continue to bring neis about the catastrophe in
Asia and EBurope. Tyey report about the hunger, miserty and {he
dying of huge masscs of peonle, desperately searching for food,
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In face of this dreadful misery we have wrltten a few shallow and .

weak articles. (W took so-called 'cognizance" and denounced the
"mean" imperlalists.) In the meantime we were sitting in the
trade unions and 4id not move a finger to help, That fact 1s a
crushing indlictment and unmasks us once more as a bunch of di-
lettantes and phrase mixers. But what should be done is obvicus
to every progressive worker (not to mention the "Marxists"), We
start, therefore, with things everybody should understand,: even if
he would stick to the trade union cult like flies to fly-paper,
This, dear friends, will show us again how complicated “"theore-
tleal" nonsense results in nothingness, whereas "ocommon sense"
leads to internatlionalism and to Influence over the masses in all
lands, -

Every-trade unlonist and factory worker, every office girl
with only a spark of interest for people and developments has
surely somevhere met a person who suffers and is angry because he
is not permitted to help indlividually his wife, children, sweet~;
heart, relatives, friends or acquaintances in Poland, Yugosla-.
via, 5apan\or Germany, e would be willing to impose upon him-
self a rationing system voluntarily. ("Rationing" as a govern-
mental measure would now be a swindle whith has to be opposed
with propaganda for full productions Yet an immeasurably hypocri-
tical, brutal and fraudulent govermment prohibits him from practie
cing and exercising this most primitive right and deprives him of
the satisfactinon of his most elementary feelings, Whether he is
gulded by Uhristisn or democratic principles: the "Christian"
and the "democratic® government prevents him practicing "Christian
mercy and love of fellow-men"; in full view of the world it vio-
lates oynically all human rights, sll ocanons of international law
in spite of the four freedoms, the Atlantic Charter, and numer-
ous other dacred assurances and promises. Furthemmore, this
govermment has the nerve to protest against the suppression of
religious freedom (in other countriesl). There are millions who
suffer and inwardly rebel against the deprivation of civil rights
coercion and eallous injury of thelr feelings, but nowhere do they
find an effective advocate, a defender or supporter. To those
mioolons in America and other states you have to add millionas in
Europe which suffer directly under thls deprivation of rights,

On both s ides of the ocean the concerned are underdogs of all
- kind, workers, yes, even trade unlonlsts with parents, women and
children,

Really, how much imagination ié necessary to notice that a
mass movement of the highest politlcal potency lles in the street
and begs for our guldance and leadership?

People revolt quickly when thelr personal wishes, instincts
and feelings are disappointed and injured, They show gratitude
and loyalty to those who help them and who revenge their injured
human dignity. It would be easy for the organization to base 1t=-
self on nothing dse than vested and sacred religilous, democratle
and international rights and to create a movement which 1s irre~
sistable and beyond reproach, and which can be led to the most
far reaching politlcal consequences. 1349
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This task, properly handles, that is, with a serious, utterly
honest Iintentlon of rendering real help, enables our small or-
ganizatlion to get everything we need. éheoretlcal and politieal
education of our own members and surroundings, a broad sympa-
thetic sphere of influence, attraction of decent and thinking
elements, influencing of masses, activization of the trade union
work, unlted front and victory over the SWP, unmasking the Stalw
Inists ¢nd the govermnment: all thls and more is compressed in
such a simple" issue. Let us touch briefly the main points of
the requirements and possibilities.

‘ a) We write a document in which we f{lluminate the whole ques-
tlon from the humun, religlous, democratic and legal angle, tak-
Ing Iinto conslderation internatlional law also, The necessary
polltical decumentation has been supplied by the bourgeoilsle 1t~
self: We proceed now to utilize in praxis the political educa=-
tion which the bourgeolsie provides for the proletariat, a fac-
tor which Marx correctly and repeatedly stressed as important,
(By the way® the political education of the masses through the
bourgeolsle 1s a latent factor and ylelds nothing unless we do
actively interfere. This is only another example of how little
we understand the most valuable ldeas of Marx,)

b) We point out that the government 1s absolutely unable
to answer our argumenta and must resort to lies, demagoguery anéd
foul technical excuses to cover up 1ts criminal attitude. 8-
peclally those technical excuses we refute completely Dy proving
the adequacy of the transportation system., Ve demonstrate that
the Aperican transport Iindustry would have a profitable business
on 1ts hands if the govermnment would not so maliciously inslst
on treating democracy llke a scrap of paper and behave meaner
than Hgtler in his days. .

c) Wgth thils document our organlzotion approaches different
personalities as well as vcrious organizations and negotlictes
about a common action. (The document must abstain from revolu-
tionary phraseology and party advertisements, though i1t should
be sharp in the present2tion of the facts. It must advocote and
work for the cause ltself.,) '

We cannot judge the possibllitles of cooperation with other
organizations in 8merica, though we belleve that besides cer-
tain circles ( Politics", maybel "Partisan Review") many organi-
zatlons can be-lnterested (mainly the Workment!s Benefit Fund,
further the great number of German, Polish, Yugoslavian clubs,
etc,) Naturally, we do not forget the SWI with which, through
the success of our line, we want to achleve unity even against
the will of their leadersll If individuals or orgonizatlons (the

11, From tﬁg_very beginning we were agninst the empty “anity
policy" of the SWP-minority ard predlcted thot the unpolitical
approach of Lggan, errison, etc., will be condemned to fallure.
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good, old SWP for example) refuse, under whatever pretext, to
participate, then we collect carefully their answers and use them

- as a politiocal weapon with which we can expose them as "masters
of the big lip", phrasemongers, cowards and cheats, Excluded
from participztion are only Fascists and Stalinists. Those we
have to discredit before_the public and we must throw a "cordon
sanitaire" around them. The Stalinists in particular are an

- anti-democratic, internatlonal agency which aims to subjugate the
world to the control and mlstreatment of the GFU,

d) No matter how »ig or small the success of our trial with
this "united front" may be: we exhoust and explore our possibil-
ifties and go into aetlion (1f necessary, although this is im-
probably, even alone)s In any case we publish our document as
a mass leaflet or pamphlet and distribute it e¥erywhere, espec-
1ally, of course, in @istriocts where Germans, foles, etc, are
concentrated, The leaflet must be intelligently formulated and
boost the moral courage., It therefore must contain the following
reference?

"Free citlznes of a free country: You have nothing to fear,
if you stand for your human and dewocratic rightsl Every citi~-
zen as well as every "forelgn born is obligated to defend the
legally guaranteed rights and liberties. He is obligated to re-
gist the violation of these rights by the government, otherwlse
the fascist devastation of the world willsake further and ire-
paravle gains, One of the most sacred human rights 1s at stake:
the freedom of the individual to help. - What harm can we do if
we inslst upon this right® We only raise the repute of democracy
in the world and we ‘encourage trade .and commerte. generallyt"

(By the way: Judgment of the concrete situation and political
imagination 1s required to accept tha proposition: Do not sign
the decument with the "Workers Party , but function as ordinary
citizens who group together for this-.speclial purpose. 150 citi-
gens in a town can do more than a small orgcnigation, This dis-
covery all members will soon make. ITpe very idea of an action
outside the orgesnization will give them that quite “"peculiar"
foeling of standing suddenly on a broad basis, The experience
which, thus, can be gained in invaluable, and falsely understood
party-egotism should not spoll this chance.)

e) In conjunction with our document we should call mass
meetings in several sultable districts. We send our best and
most agile speakers to those meetings and they talk about nothing
else but our issue and questions related to 1it.

of course, these meetings end with resolutions and the assig: -

ing of further work with the widest possible participation of all
assembled people*who may be given petitions and may collect sig-
natures, etc. (It goes without saying that we may collect money
for the accomplishment of our work and that we may, for example,
sell our pamphlets in greater quantities and distribute them for
further sale to participants of the meeting. The contacts made

we cultlvate carefully.) : 1347




-28

£) By carryiny out our whole action consistentiy and earnest
ly, and by bombarding the govermment together with Sialin from
all sides, we simultaneously solve the speclfic problems of the
party. We learn to react to mass needs &nd to treat and apply
the related problems, tactlcs, methods, etc., expertly.- In this
way we shall also learn to understand human beings, facts and
theories correctly. We then will gradually see what real leader-
ship in practice means. From books alone the conorete sontent
of theories cannot be learned = the living experience must abe
solutely be added. ‘ :

g) VWherever real needs existn%whother they are great or~
small, theoretical or political) one finds that associated with
thelr satisfaotlon there also exlsts an enviremment in which
successful propaganda is possible., Decent elements seeking an
orientation will ‘join-ws-and support us, Tyey will be inclined
to read with growing interest,a IABOR ACTION improved as to con-
tent, giving solid knowledge and enlightenment, and freed from
monotony, stale .phrases and boring declamations about the "most
narrow® affairs of the workers (third rate strikes). Such a
paper they will gladly pay for and distribute it widely,

h) Whether or not we shall be successful with our "United
Front", the leadership will be ours and the SWP ps well as all
other.opponents will emerge from the campalign weakened and ocome
promised, In the same manner we shall ellminateé and expose those
¢lever Amsrican Senators who recently declared themselves "unanie-
mously" for the 1ifting of the parcel blockade to occupled counte
ries. These gentlemen know more a2bout politics and the masses
than we, They know very well that a poor position on this quese
tion will cost them their influence and mandate in the coming
elections., <Thus they proceed to a verbal recognition of a mass
need when our deed could take over thelr inflence on the betrayed
masses in sectTIon ofter section. The masses cfter all are al-
waya those some oppressed workeras and trade unionlsts who are to
be "captured" by sterile trade union work, These workersa oan

" very ecsily be won for a party on a politiecl basis, Wsth fae-
tory affairs (which get on thelr nerves together wlth the mono-
tony of their work) one can only win them with very great diffl-
culty or not at all (if one 1s poor and 1limited as the Fourth),

Je«Re Johnson and the Fourth must realize bnce and for alls
the trade union fleld is the most barren of all flelds of actie
vity. This 1s elrendy established (a book could be written about
1t) because the union struggle 1s conducted by the workers and
thelr union bosses ocompletely without our help. (This fact is
unchanged even if there are occasional successful maneuvers in
the election of a union bureaucrat, In order to advance trade
union politics a general political pressure from the outside is
necessary wvhich keeps the bureaucrats in check and forees them

- . UL ’- [ .

I Lilrecdy at this point let us note in regard to the question
. of the press: A party is worth nothing if it does not know how
to awaken and develop actual but as yet unconscious needs.. -
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elther to abdicote or to advance. Otherwise 1t 1s easy for the
capltallst to buy off and feed the workers with penny-concessions,
These ooncessions become, exactly as the trade unions themselves,
1ncreasingl¥ problematical under the condltlions of declining ca-
pitallsme <the constantly repeated struggle for wages 1s a blind
alley and a tread-mill which blocks the workers. At the end the
masses become completely confused, demorallzed and tired by it
(one should study the example of Germany).

In- polities, however, we also learn how w have to work and
to talk in the coming factory committees and sovi¢ss. Johnson 1is
very much mistaken 1f he believes that in the sovliets we have to
shout for" revolutign and soclalisml Actually the slogan "All
power to the soviets will mean bread, work, freedom and peace,
The soviets will support the revolutlon of that partx which will
realize these demands, But if the party starts its "politics"
only when the soviets are already established, then it will miss
the traln of the revolution completely and will make a downright
fool of itself (like our French ma jority with its attitude toward
the reslstance movement). “ithout polltics there will hever be a
revolutlionary party, because the abandonment of politics 18 the
abandonment of the construction of the party itself,

15. Notes

The above mentioned fact that Hitler wassurpassed by (par-
ticularly) Stalin and the Amerilcan government i1s a chapter which
has been neglected in our activity in an outrageous manner. There
are a number of newspapers and periodicals which by far outstrips
us In the exposure of allied crimes and base-minedness.

In order to enlighten others politically 1t is absolutely
necessary to become acquainted with the "strong as well as the
weak parts! of all classes and strata (including those of our
enemies) and to lesrn from them. It is therefore of no use to
look down scornfully upon a man like Dwight Macdonald who in cer-
tain respects has greater merlts than the whole Fourth. (Here '
we expect Johnson to jump up from his chalr againl) Oyr beha-
viour toward the world around us 1s false through ané through and
often recalls the attitude of the Stalinists. Byt the situation
is as follows: If a periodical like "Politics" is 1deologically
and politically our opponent, it nevertheless btrings manny cor-
rect things and is in some rcspects a good example. Is it not
deeply humiliating that only Dwight Macdonald has published a
long pamphlet on the topic "Shall Europe Starve"? and even had
to arrange for a speclal edition? Tnue, the pamphlet has weak~-
nesses (why don't we do better?) but it contalns incontroveriible
and Iingenuously selected material, often superly worked out,

In other fields too, : Politics™ often does good work and it
manages to hit Stalinism and the government much better than our
press, Macdonald, for example, prints striking comparisions be-
tween Hitler and Stalin; he picks out certain events, statements
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and quotations which 1llumlinate the situation at ohie blow. He
helps much to create a counter-weight to the gruesome betlaliza=
tion of public opinion by the Stalinist and bourgeols press. From
the New York World Telegram (to give you the gistl) he quotes a
captain who saia: "That's the way 1t 1s. Americans look on the
German women as loot, just llke cameras and Lugers." True

again: "Politlcs" 1s usually satlsfled with denouncing such ut-
terances under an 1ronic headline, where we do not even do that,
But next to the constant denowncing of these barbarities (which
are In no way different from those of fascism) we should start to
make pollitlcs and to treat with a whole series of problems,

Here the trials at Nuremberg should be mentioned which are in
flagrant contradiction to International Law, Tpe German oriminals
can only be sentenced by a German Peoples Court" without any in-
terference by forelgn governments, They must have every posibil-
ity to subtmit documents, to eltcldate the Russo-German negotia-
tions and agreements, and to unmask &8s equally contemptible the
intrigues of Stalin, Churchill, etc, This will save the heads

~ of Goering and Co, much lessthan now (Mr, Stalin admits them into
the "Communist" partiesl), but it will show the masses how the
Generallssimo wanted to share world domlnation with Hitler, and
how only one gang has playsd against the other, If International
Law shall be completely disregarded, then Stalin and his henche-
men should appear among the maln defendants, because they, to-
gether wlth Hitler, attacked, depredated, divided, and annexed
Poiand, Finland and the Baltic states, Not a single word of the
Stalinist and "democratic" swindlers about the enslavement, era-
dication, plundering, and mistreatment of RGOPleS and minorities
should be accepted without the reprimand: "Into the defendantts
dock with the shameless accusers: they are the greater criminalsi®

The crimes which Sgalin ocommlitted just like Hitler in the
name of a "national goal and "self defense" surpass many times
the crimes of all the fasclists on earth. Tnhe sending of millions
of people (particularly from Germany) into Russian, French, Enge
lish or Belglan forced labor is a complete disregard of all the
provisions of International Law, They incriminate the Allies
doubly because they were carrled out at the end of hostilitles
which had been conducted iIn the name of ‘justice and freedom, No
Hitler has ever lled as baldlyas those leaflets and radlo spee=-
ches which the Holy Joseph from Georgla and the Allies unloosen-
ed upon the German people during the war, Solemnly they promised
freedom, human and equal rights. They only proved that they
could be more cynical and more cruel than.Hitler,

Particularly in regard to Russla there is not the slightest
control over the fate, the treatment, the nourishment and the
shelter of those miserable slaves who are completely without any
rights. The situation of the slave laborers as well as the pri-
soners of war wlll have to be Investigated from all sldes. What
18 done wlth them cannot be described. Justice has been replaced
by brute power, himanity by eenseless brutality, but they pree
tent "indignation" about Hitler, Human belngs have boaome mere ..
objects of dirty bargains. - thls seems to satisfy the "demosratio"
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mania for morality.

One should demand an unrestricted investigation of what has
happened to the flve to six hundred thousand Jews whom St¢alin
drove to Siberia after hls attack on Poland, One sould demand
an Investigatlion abouﬁ the sltuatiﬁn of the Jews in all countries
which lie behind the "iron curtain ; one should also demand con=-
trol and closing of the re-opened concentration camps (among
them Auschwitz). OSurely, the Stalinist mob will answer our de=
mand with a tremendous clamor, Byt the sea of blood and base-
ness 1s there and we will make the discovery that Hitler, as com-
pared to Stalin, was merely a green beginner. Millions live on
the one silde as slaves and prisoners, Oher millions on the other
81de live 1n anxlous worry over them and are not permitted to
correspond with them or to help them even in "peace-time", On
the whole: A tremendous field of work whlch has been ignored by
us in an irresponsible manner, .

Furthermore: The extradition of all persons who do not
want to return voluntarily to the "democratic™ Russian paradise
also contradicts flatly all international agreements about the
right of asylum, the securlty of person, etc, In this field as
everywhere Ryssle demonstrates utter impertinence. Spye even de-~
mands the extradltion of such persons who are not Russian citi-
zens or who are natives of those countries which she has annexed
or provided with ﬁuisling govermmentse Truly, one begins to
feel respect for fitler who never tried things like that in civil
life with other nations, :

Aside from that there 1s the Spanlish question in which the
Fourth in Europe goes hand in hand with the Stalinists and demsnds
boycott of Eranco-~Spain, Thils unhappy Fourth dupes the masses
and commissions once more Stalin wilth the task of lgberatlng the
Spanish people from the fascist yoke (a "liberation" which the
people could unfortunately stand less than the Franco regimel)

So political impotence creates dirty petty-bourgeols gpportunlsm.
Rysking the danger of being cited before the "Marxist" court of
inquisition by Johnson (who believes in Stalinist Yworkers par-

- tlea"): But vwhet a harmless child is Franco compared to the
butcher of nations in the Kremlini Besides, without Stalin's
help Franco would never have come to power, but now, for imper-
fallist reasons, he shall be brough to "justice". Instead of ex-
posing Stalinl!s imperialist maneuver and to warn loudly that he
will be the bigger executiloner - "our" advocates of "proletarian®
gelf-liberation cover up Stalin's swindle: "France 1s a threat()
To world peacelV Already the mere word "threat" to world peace
should drive intelligent people to grab for the thickest whip

and to tox with it the ears of master Stalln and hls filthy com~
rades. For if anything threctens the imperialist "peace" than it
1s those Buropean-Asiatic expedltions and civil wars conducted

by the new tsare .

_Actually there 1s hardly a q uestlon left in which the Fourth
with 1ts boundless opportunism, its fantastic ignorance and stu=-
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pldity, has not made 1tself the fancy-man and co-criminal of the
imperlalists, Pgople who have not yet lost all confidence in
themselves and the masses would offer only severest resistance
and struggle under the slogan: "Psar of all blackguards and most
bloody of all robbers: Hands off Spain and the whole worldl"
Our herolc Fourth, however, yelps zealously like a little do§
when the great Generalissimo roars. How does Lenin put it? "Re=~
volutlonlists in words, traltors in practice."

14, Third and Fourth Example

On-the questions of soldier domonstrations, veterans, cole-
onial pollicies, the new national problems in Europe, etc.,, we
have to forgo closer examinatlion In thls connection. It will be
apparent from the foregolng what a wealth of possibilities, in-
fluence, consequences, complications and results are to be ex-
pected as soon as Ve start to demonstrate in practice our theo-
retical claim to leadership ,But we also see the amount of
knowledge, sclentific data, considerations, reflectlons, thought
and coritical capacity we must offer to the movement as a whole
to guarantee with the the reallzatlon of our claim to leadership
at the same time the construction of a truly revolutionary party.
The party would otherwlse suffocate lnevitably in opportunism
and radical phraseology befonre it had learned how to walk, To
make this still clezrer we want to touch briefly upon the hous-
ing situation and the Negro question,

The hcusing shortage 1s terrible; returning kservicemen don't
know where to go with thelr famillies, In splte of that there
are many empty houses, while Senate and Congress assume a scan-
dalous attitude. At the same time the government has declded
to throw away half a billion dollars (officlally" admitted cost)
for pure destruction with atomic bomb experiments in the Pacific,
In AmerIca as well as in the whole world there exlsts an extra-
ordinarily broad animosity to the experiment which will destroy
Bikini and kill all life in_a blg arc around 1t, and may have
unpredictable consequences.15Again it would have been our ele-

13. Two affecting detalls, According to- an AP-dispatch, King Juda
and his natives, who were shipped from Bilini to ROngerik are
home-sick, They won'!'t be able to return to their cherised is-
land, for all trees and animal life will dwindle to nothing be-
fore the atomic bomb. Kind Juda summarizes hi opinion abaut his
new forced resldence In these simple words' "Bikini was better.
. It was bur home." &nd that 1s "peace-word"!{ On the other hand
a member of .a veteran'!s delegation in fmerlica implored the Sen-
ate to gilve up the experiment with the atomic bomb in theapacific.
"Terrible things" happened in his dreoms and he had receiVed a
warning that the end of the world would come. There are, unfor-
tunately, "Marxists" who are so friVOlous as_to shrug thelr should-
ers gnd to-smile over such "superstition". But please, "enlight-
ened gentlemen: understand the needs of the tormented peoplet
Thus-the pcople sense thls insanlty~ thus it percelves the catas-
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mentary duty to counterpose the insanity of wanton destruction
and unnecessary misery and to incite constantly with all means
avalilable the prevailing dissatisfaction. The organization could
agaln use the opportunity to dictate a whole "program of actions
- (Lenin) for all concerned and appear as the organizing force
agalnst capltallst waste. Overnight LABOR ACTION cofld be changed
into & much desired organ if it would understand on this occasion
now to write articles so to speak "brimming! with expert know-
ledge, lnvestigating the economlic, pollitical, human and statls~-
tlcal angles and drawing the practical conclusions., (Again and
again: Posltigely to hell with "radical" rigmarole! Every word
of "proletarian" revolution and "final" solutions should be sup-
pressed. The task should rather be tackled in the manner of a
ski1llful and sympathetic physiclan who cannot cure the patient
at ‘one stroke but supplies the right medicline, nowishment and
treatment which initiate the cure.)

kmong the homeless there are naturally also Negro-veterans,
This brings us to the housing misery of the Negroes proper, for
they have t¢ pay much higher rents for dilajpidated and unhealthy
flats in vile and filthy sections than the whites for good ones,
Our organization would certalhly with thelelp of our speclallsts
on the Negro question, be able to conduct a thorough investiga-
tion, form sultable committees of Negroes and connect the hous-
ing campaign of the veterans with the special problems of Negro
housing. If the whole question is treated serlausly and. correct-
ly, the whites will support the Negroes and the Negroes will
support the whites, As far as we know,.nurerous blocks in the
Negro sectlons are owned by big companles who can easily be
fought. The whole campalgn would have to be organized in subh a
way that under certaln clrcumstances a general rent strlke can
be called, For one time we would then have an immediate occas-
lon to form defense committees cgainst dispossessions, for the
protectlion and blockadlng of streets, etc,

We 1nslst wlthout mercy: VWhy are there two resolutions on
the Negro questlion at all if one folds hls hands over the belly
and wants to walt for the never occuring miracle of revolution?
There are the Negroes and the veterans with al3i their needs and

_thelr manifold wants. It is enough to kill the devil: So help
them and glve them the necessary means and methods to work with!
Then they will understand that the victory of socilalism 1s the
sake of a party in which the masses can place theilr undivided

confldence,

In this connection we plead for elimination of the disecri-
minating"Negro column",in our press, If,Johnson should elaim
that the Negroes "want such a “"separate column he should be
answered that he always falls only for the most backward preju-
dices, 4s much as we are for and have to further independent
pollitical and other demands of the Negro populatlon; just be~
cause of 1ts independent clalms we connot segregate it in prac-
tice and 1n our mress with an artificlal "column". U1ll we make
the public as well as the Negroes themselves "accustomed" to
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such a degrading segregation which 1s so close to the heart of
the bourgeoisie? We must, in the contrary, strengthen the self-
confidence of the Negroes, not approach them in a cringing at-
titude, and treat them always as complete equals. A revolution-
ary organization has to know Wow to fight against common pre-
judices. To be always the victim of thoughtless prejudice,
that, alas, ls the speciallty of Johnson and the Fourth,

15, The Function of the Plan

P L]

The activating lever of Lenin's plan s the realization
that workers democracy (in its politlical aims) and bourgeoils de-
mooracy are not distinguished from each other in principle, but
only 1n degree. Proletarian dictatorship, therefore, by no
means slgnifies destruction of democracy, but its enlargement o
and completion to an extent which 1s unbearable at all for the
bourgeoisie and which consequently brings its rule to an end,

If we do not hold consistently to this polnt of view and make
1t the guliding line of our whole actlvity, then any soclallist
content of our polltics withers away and the proletarlan dlcta=-
torship ccn oply be achleved as Sgalinism which our imagihation
has a 1little "improved".,

The secong declsive point i1s the definition of the content
of the notion "vanguard". This term loses its fetish-character
only if we first become lenders not in words but 4n concrete
achlevements in all branches of the soclel, political and intel-
Teotual Iife without exception. From this flows, secondly, that
we have to penetrate politically as well as propagandistically
ond organizationally into dll layers of soclety 2nd to win lea-
ders from these layers: Without fulfillment of these condltions
we just oconnot be " lending , 1.0., we cannot galn leadership nor
train leaders: 1In other words: It depends on the consclous
plan and the conscious direction of our activity whether we will
find and "produce" those "ten talented, tested, -professionally
- finlshed and long trained leaders' without which, according to
Ienin, " a tenaclous. struggle of any class in modern soclety
camot he conducted". The basic mistake also of Trotsky conslsts
“simply  in not having consciously fixed and not consclously
followed the indicoted directione Byt therewith he made the con-
struction of the Fourth impossible, for in this respect all de-
pends literally (like in a complicated machine on a tiny detail)
on a hair and the small word conscious decides whether or not
the experiment can succeed. There is by no means a lack in
Trotsky's works of outstanding political examples and excellent
exposes cbout the party. On the contrary, we should say: the
philistines in the Fourth have not at all grasped what invaluable
weapons and teasures Tnotsky has placed into their hands. (Inci-
dentally: An outstanding political example in our sense was the
German "Church-struggle" in which Trotsky intervened with a
letter placing himself completely on our side., Trotsky's letter
shows in a very clear manner whot 1s important. A lucky accie
dent placed the letter just now again in our hands and we willl
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publish it soon for .the benefit of Johnson and the official Fourth
with an appropriate commentary.) And yet all this does not al-
ter the fact that Trotsky, too, missed the decisive point.

16, The Plan and Its VYialectics

The building of the party has a dlalectical "secret", the
. formula of which reads: Everything (therefore also the party)
is being while it 1s becoming; it is becoming while it is belng.

Thls seems to be a pure "word play", but let us try with
the aiad of it to make the nature of our-plan (as the dialecti~
cal "soul" of porty construction) still more intelligible.

In the usual run of life anybody rcalizes that you cannot
become a good mathematiclan if you pursue exclusively, for ex-
ample, the trade of shoomakery. Furthermore it is easily scen
why 2 certaln system has to Be followed in acquiring difficult
skills or arts without which the height of a full-fledged artli-
san cnonmot be recocched. And equally casy is it to understand
why one has to act from the first moment on likc a painter (with
canvas, brush, pencll, paper, color, anatomicol studles, etc.,
ctc.) 1f onc intends to besane a good paintot.

In thc realm of the party suchr ordinary wisdom undergocs all
of a suddon change. Here onc acts as if a few thescs about cs-
thetlcs or transportod talls about music could produce good
sculptors und musiclans. Herc onc says with straight facc: Lot
us go into the tradec unlons cnd hammer heavy stones (besides we
then talk a little aboutb politics and thecory) = that will mako
us cxcecllent surgoons. But, Yoo Hyavena: Whoover wants to

rcap a single grain of wheat has to sow wheat and not potatocs .
gand whocver docs thaot to a great cxtent can agein only be
"succcssful" if he is'c skilled and cxpericnced farmer)l Ap-
plicd to the building of the party this 2ll means: You want

to lcnd the wholc of soclicty and to revolutionize 1t politically?
"Well, then you have to train yousclves and the wholc of socicty
from thc first momcnt on according to o system Thot corrcsponds
to your aimsy Instosd you choosc from the many-colorcd palctto
of the painter only a singlc and little attractive color (the
desolate gray of the trade unions) and you think you can cxcecu-
tc in this way brilllont colossal paintings. You think that
the transformation of your membera (as far as thoy originate
from the pctty-bourﬁcoisie)‘into “factory workers" and thc me-
chanicnl adding of vorkers won gt @ very low lcvel will pro-
videc you with a sufflciontly big pﬂrty onc day. You arc mis~
takent Even if "highly successful" you will only collcet a
pllc of unskillcd pcoplc who will do nothing but bunglc outh-
side of thelir narrow spherc 4nd only bring you ruin. If you
fall to place the "universal® plan consciously at the bC51“‘
ning and to conduct Immecdiately all work according to it, ycu
will take the wrong direcction right from the beginning and load
the movement incvitably into vwrong tracks. Ucvelopment and con-
struction of the party 1s then the same joke as with somcbody
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who wants to learn lce-skating and takes for this purpose a seat
in a street-car,

Thot!s why we say that real propaganda of the party con-
8lsts In Marxist analysis of all events and detalls without
exception. Apd propaganda has to be calculated townrds politi-
cal aoctlon, whether the orgonlz-tion has § or 500,000 members,

For EEis reason we answer the q uestion rising here whether
' reallx five men all told cun be a party in the solely ade-
quate "monner of dialectics": Flve men, all told, who set
themselves into motlon in our sense and take over leadership
even only propagandisticclly are decldedly a pearty and decilded-
ly capanble of actlons. Thelr whole endeavor is directed upon
extending immedictely thelr politlexl influence and attracting
new elements from thelr enviromment with whom the work can im-
medlotely be extended. Thus they are deuidedly a party while
they are becoming one, 1.e., absolutely act as a party accord-
ing to a xed cnd obstinntely observed Rolltldﬂl plan. And
thus they become flnally = "sufficiently" strong and "suffi-
clently" influential party by being cne ‘and reallzing their plan,
identical in method and ainm,

These conslderations should go to demonstrate the hopeless=~

ness and harmfulness of the attempt of the cadre-resolution

to prescribe for the p.rty a develorment in "stages", Never~
mind the asgurances that there exists no rigldly isolating

"stone wall" between the intended "stages of develomment", In
reality such schemata prevent us from permanently expunding our
political activity which alone ccn guarantee the growth of the
revolutiona ry party. It 1s no accident that-at the end of 2ll
nice resolutions one returns in practlice to the single exhor=
tation: Go into the factorles, liprol'etorianize yourselves,
engage in trade union work'.

The opposite result to that shown by the example of our
"five" men is achieved by this, good intentlons notwithstonding,
3000 members of the orgﬂniZﬂtion, thrusting themselves toge-
ther with their staff of-alleged ' professionals upon trade
union work, and who in thelr: theoretical organ center agali ba-
sically around trado union viewpoints (but even the very best
of theories would not help by ltselfl), are decidedly no party,
but merely a trade union fraction. I, the last instance they
are no less bourgeols and just as unfit for the leadership of
the revolutlion as the "progre ssive" trade union leader Reuther,
The case of Reuther shows very well how the trade unions are
always compelled, quite completely Independent of our help, to
make a certaln Pind of "politics", One must only beware of sece-
ing something like "anti-capitalism" or even "socialism" in
the "far reaching" demands of Reuther, Talk like this 1s ac-
‘tually going oh already (proof of the "high" theoretical levell)

just ag the comments of our press genernlly betroy a singular
pride in being on amplified echo of "prosress" with the 214
of the-trade unlons,

Has it not always becen sald, and has it not been "proven"

1356



=37

by the development of the UAW in the U.S.A. how the trade union
struggle develops the " consciousness" of the workers? Sald
we not always thot the."declsive" force for the revolution
should be sought in the factorles? Yes, this has always been
sald, and the develgorment in Amerisa 1s a "pronf" we were in
need of to shed the proper light upon the intelligence of the
Fourth, The German werkers marched 1ln thls very same way, i.e.
with nll sorts of "plana' and "sociaolization pregroams", borne
by the trade union members, atraight into the satastrophe. The
oalculations of the "revolutionary" leaders (mainly from 1918«
23; no need to disouas the restl) had a Nslight" flaw. Since
the revolutlionary leadership had no plan of L1ts own and undere
stood still less to follow 1t consistently, the masses fought
thelr bloody astruggles in valn and were caught in a situation
Irom which there was no way out, In the absence of the aetivity
of the party thelr consclousness, which 6nn be developed inte n
soclolist consclousness solely through thls activity, proved
o be 'mature” £3r nothing more than the deception and mr evine
clallism (be 1t under opportunist or "revolutlonary" cover) of
the various leaderships. And we, t0o, do not understand how te
counterpose our own plan to those of the trade unions and teo ex-
tend the bourgeols (trade union) consciousness of the workers ‘
.~ through 2ll-slded politicpl actlivity to socialist consciousnesa,
For thia reason let it be repeanted: The Fourth is condemned
to definitive bankruptey if 1t continues to be unwilling te
undergo a radical change, and if it contlinues to avold the soie
entific treatment of the basic evils, Especinlly the WP has not
the slightest chance to cveld its complete decemposition 4if 1%
continues to come forward as the competitor of the SWP in trade:
union work,

17 Tpe Question of the Press

The aoceptance of the llne submltted here means, of course,
a complete transposition in the work of the mess, It would
be necessary to devote to this questlon an extensive essay, but
time 1s short., Hgnoe we are compelled to restrict ourselves to

a few remarks,

In order to be nble to educate politically one'y own party
and the workers one must, first of all, publish a peliticel
paper and not'a trede-union poper, The current press of the
Fourth confuses principally the tasks of a political partyepaper
with the tasks of so-called "popular" literature, -(About this
question and the errors, prejudlces and stupiditles related to
it, one would have to write a speclal ochepter too,) Instead of
giving the party members and workers profound clucidatlion and a

guide to action", they are " educated" ts superficiality,

thoughtlessness and laxlty. Consequently, the articles are kept
os short as possible, 2nd they pemain ln content, Just becauso
of the much puraued "popularity , qulte abstract and poverty~
strikon, One never falls, of ceurse to "explain" about all
things we atond for, but there 1s no connection with our polie
tios, The intellectnal poverty of our press is dircotly inter=-
connected with the methods of recruitment ond with the approach
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to the “building of the Part One states frankly that the
worker 1s "very backward" Conolusion- Since we need workers,
and since the workers are, nelther Willing bo read long articles
nor are in a position to "understand" our gre-t wledom, we must
behave as backwardly and primitively as possible. Ipwardly one
1s comfprted by the assurance that once ve have become suffi-
clently strong (one becomes "strong" if one drinks red-colored
waterl) we wlll rnise the level and will really start developing
the party. Eut since even after six years of the most zealous
primitivity the expected ' strength failled to materialize (aond
could not materialize), the whole process-results in the same
Vicious circle as in 2ll other fields. It 1s not a staff of
trained and learned journalists who help the workers to overcome
the limitatlons of thelr bourgeois education and who try to make
out of the most talented workers "speclallists" as good or even
better than the bourgeols specialists. 0 n the contrary, it

1s the Imaglnary backward worker who forces upon the journa-
lists ond the talented workers his primitivity and-who accuse
tomes them to 1t to the polint of self-mutllatlon,

Let us sreak of the experlence of the WP alone which has
made a very expensive attempt in this resrect, i.e.( has given
away 1ts paper in large amounts for the purpws e of "expanding .
LAGCR ACTION, contrary to the vire of 1ts editors is a very bad
paper,, It ls malnly sotisfled with crying end restless hecd=
lines Cbig types seem to be especlqlly "nourishing"}) and the
miserable "newspaper technique’ of the ¥Yellow press. The
smallest article 1s broken up in the fashion of the "Mirror" and
1s set in three different types. On the one hand one obtalna
thereby -space for one more big heudline, on the other one undere
lines proudly what 1s supposed to be 'easy to understand" any-
how., And then these eternal "eartoons" in which the perpetual
fat man either hclds the warkers on a chain or a toughemuscled
worker kicks the perpetual fot mailn 1n the behind, hito him in
the mizzle, or exhibits in similer "revolutionary" humor. ©Sut
the subscription canpalgns have glven irrefutable ovidence that
the "backward! as well as the ndvanced worlkers do not find
LABOR ACTION with 211 its primitivities esmpeclally attractive,
They do not even want it for nothing, because 25 cents for a

suchription' for 6 months ore in reallty eon alm which 1s given
the "obnoxioua" solicitor In ordmr to get rid of him,

Why, indeed has one such a low oplnion of the workers and
why 1s thelr "backwardness" always carefully cultlvated, if,
after all, thoy are supposed to exXerclise one good day the
"dictJtorqhip ? A serious paper, rich in contcnt, well-desligned
(not quackish!) giving real answers to political 23 well as
theoretical questions, reflecting the richness of 1ife and the
dlverse tempcreitents of the writers (var;ctv is an indisputable
human need}) =~ such a paper after a short time fBorces 1tself
upen the recding rublic and will be carricd Ty it into 211
classes and layers of the pooulqtiona I; will be bough’t and
attention will be pald to it.s And not to forgets I will putb
an end to the scandal of the subscripiinon ..‘pqigno throvgh
which the members are kept artiflciaily actlive with addltional
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lies to the world about "big successes"™, S.rious workers are
repelled by the fawning attitude towards "backwardness”, they
feel rightly that they are treated as minors, On the basls we
stood untll now we have but organnlzed the backwardness 1tself,
while a political paper causes the oprressed to turn to it with
all their complaints, desires, cares, i.,e., to become regular”
contributors. Wg must recognize the extraordinarily important
role which the paper has to play in the organizatlon of the
workers, and why it must help us to find the "talented people"
in all layers without whom we slmply oannot make a lasting re~

volutlon,
18, The Organlzational Question

The treatment of the organlzatlonal question 1s no less
incorrect than that of the press, In regard to the former the
"rroletarian" oraze expresses’ l1tself by the already mentioned
"drafting" of all avallable members for the factories. The one-
sldedness is thereby happlky 'organized", the political dullness
has finally found a "system .~ Eyerything has a loglc of 1ts
" own p» here Yenin stands completely on hls head.

One needs forces of all kinds and everywhere, Byt one says =
Nol - we need factory workers in the trade unionsy{ One should,
as much as possible, pull talented workers out of the factore
les and give them "professional" training for the revolution
through political work (including 1llegal work), But one does -
not understand how to engage in politics, one has a terrible
fear of 1llegal work (this was outright betrayal during the war),
And to top it: one even sends the talented people from other
layers into the shops. Fyrther: One should "explore" and care-
fully develop the abllities of individual members, But on the -
contrary, one brings them down to a common denominator; one
levels them and is proud if "a few" have learned (in six years
of useless trade union workl) how "to approach and to talk to
workers". One's connections with other classes should be ex~-
tended and cultivated., But no: One cuts oneselfl artificially
(by forcel) off from the environment. One needs, of course, in=-
tellectuals, and the contradistinction existing between them ard
the workers should be dissolved by making, aa far as possible,
"professional revolutionists" out of both of both of them (SO
the intellectual and professional distinction between them will
disappear). But on the contrary: Even the intellectuals be=~
come trade union speclalists and the entlre organizatlon 1s
kept on the "workera! level". In this way the distinction be-
tween workers and intellectuals is not overcome; the question
of the intellectuals as well as the problem of training workers
for real leadership 1is not posltively solved, but simple likked,
The "proletarian" horizon, of necessity narrowly limited, be-
comeg the sole "standard", I,, the end, the category "intelleo-
tual" embraaes only coertain technical abilitles (auch as writing,
speaking, ctc.), which areagain conoentrated upan the treatment
of vorkers! problems. &£yt whether workers or intellectualss: as
final result there remain but "leading" individuals whose in-
tellect and character has already been stifled In 1lts embryonile
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stage or has degenerated beyond repair. One takes a look at the
SWP and onewill find 1in its leadership only types of such kind,
Considering the political system of the Fourth, this is unavoid-
. ables Dges the WP lntend to force upon it a shilar fate?

The basioc mistakes and errors of the Fourth are stabilized
in the organizational question by the false concept o )
"mass party", One assumes that 1% 1s necessary to have "masses"
in the party. Hence one looks enraptured upon the tremendous
pool of working people in the trade unions to whose level one
necessarily adjusts the party. However, for a Marxist party it .
i1s nelther possible nor desirable or useful to organize "great
masses" in the party, at least not before the revolution. This
1s the reason why the organizatlional question, too, takes us
back to the polltlcal problems. It must be added:

The problem which has to be solved by every revolutionary
organization conslsts by far not In the organization of as
many people as posslible in order to be "able to act". The re=
verse 13 true: The problem consists in finding a politloal
system which permits "expert-like" service to the masses and to
make them accessible to the influence of the organization, This
1a the only condition which can guarantee the latter'y organioc
growth, snd to obtaln the deslred result there are generally on-
ly two means available, First, propaganda and agltation; se-
cond, actlon, Hgreby it must be kep t in mind that correct
propaganda and agitation (especially if illegal) are to a great
extent also action and are the key to the solution of the ore

ganlzatlonal taska.

Influence upon the masses 1s unthinkable without deepgoing
propaganda and aglitation. Really tackling and organizing the
struggles, pointing to actlon. He, however, who wants to build
a mass party first, tends, and must necessarily tend, to
substitute for the 1nfluence upon the masses through concrete
action the influx of ever fresh masses into the organizatlion,
This remains the inner mechanism of the inclination towards
trade union politics even if one speaks of a cadre party and
separates oneself through metaphysical "atages™ from the organ-
ic growth through political activity. Whether one wants it or
not: Ope does as one can (alastone can, only with the millions
in the trade unionsl), one postpones independent activity, and
ell ends in numbness, covered with revolutlonary phrases.

Thus we have the well-known "nolse propaganda", but we
never arrive at a serious analysis and support of any movement,
vie never extend or explolt any existing conflict. Thus, under
certaln conditions, membership statistlics and electlon results
‘are tremendously inflated (Stolinism); but the revolutionary
influence. dles out completely after a short pecrlod., The entire
relationstp between the party and the nasses is thereby re-
versed: Tye "led" are the real leaders and determine the ae-"
tivity; the "jeaders" are the led and comment on the movement.,
Insteod of drecting all efforts to the pollfical education,,
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training and formlng of the vanguard, one feels compelled to
keep the voangucrd depressed to the level of pseudo-democratie
"adapting to the popular mind". The consequence is that the
vanguard never aprears as such and becomes incapable of propa=
ganda as well as the intellectusl educ2tlion of soclety. Every-
thing slnks to the level of bad agltation, and the art of lecd=-
ing the brckward layers of the working class 1s lost before it
1s acquired, There exlst tut two pnssibilities, Elther the
"soncept" of the Fourth, which meons complete degeneration. Or
the concept of Bolshevism, which means victory. A definitive
decislion 1s necessaryl

19, Concluding Summary

The idea of all-sidedness - this truly practlcing dlalec-
tic! - permectes the entire orgsnizational plan of Ienin. It
13 extremely significant that Lenin concelves the political ed-
uvcation of the proletariat to the helght of 1ts tasks only on
the basis of the most many-sided and encompassing activity.

In accordance with this he arranged his practical political
work, :

Whether 1t is a matter of re-organizing the nation, of
winning allles among the intellectuals, the petty-bourgeoilsie,
- (including the peasants), in the Army or in the administration;

or whether 1t means support of liberals, democrats, students, or
somebody else: to Lenin (see the "infantlle disorders") all
these are questions affecting the life of the organization ard
the proleturlat, the solutlion of which 1s determined, first of
all, by the character of the prepaganda carried on among the
proletariat itself, The oldest, moat hopelesa, "mustiest"
shperes ecre drcwn into the field of activity: only then does
the worker attain fully-rounded politlcal knowledge}

The goal 1s agaln and agaln: To get to know socliety 1n 1ts
_entirsty (in 1ts social, economic, politlcal and intellectual
astot oot e and to benzome.the real moster and organlzer of the
naticn. Only if this goal is reanched; hand in glcve wilth the
practical strugegle, can we spesk of a real vanguard and a real
leadershipdf scciety by the nroletariat. To speak in a still
more “practical’ ond timcliy foshion:

Bveryvhere. where movements are formlng or growing, or
progressive Ceratds are belng ralsed; everywhere whete offieclal
willfulness, injustle, police repression, impairment of human
rights, etc. ¢11il for protest - the party must explain the po=
litical significance of the events and must make every effort
-not to let the lencership fall into the hands of hourgecis
deriocrats and S42iinist bandits {as in the ¥ational Question)e.
The parcy murt ceoxre forward in every casc 23 ths mcsb resolute
defender and fighter fcr domoeracy. It.rnust actively engage
In the struyggles ai:d partlcipate In the work of the most diverse
opposltlorn movoments, tendensies, layere. ehe., and thus wln
them over to the support of the party. Any othar attiyude (no
matter what empty talk obout 'prolctaziais”, “elass content",
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"principles", "socfallst revolution", etc., may be used to-
"motivate") 1s eapltulation before the enemy and constitutes a
renunciation of soclalism. - Only those are to be reproached

with "revision" of Marxism and betrayal of the “oloss standpoint"
who forget that the proletariat 1s not the only oppressed class,
It has many comrion interests (and most immediste) with the

vast majority of the population, interests which must be both
furthered and clarifled,

. Marxilsts base themselves upon the c¢ommon indignation and
they khdle the discontent of the varlous peoples, classes and
layers with 2ll their strengthe. Tpeir principal attention must

¢+ therefore be focused upon the education of leaders who are
able to serve and to influence politlcully all existing (and
all forseeable) opposition movements, These leaders oan be
found only i1f the problem is, posed and formulated conscloualy
that is, 1f it 13 attacked according to the plan, Marxists de-
teat and drive away for thils recson all those provinclals who '
are dragglng down the Fourth with thelr dead welght, and who
call their fldgeting in the morass of opportunism (in the sha=
.dow of Sgalinl) "Bolshevism."

To repect: It 1s the consclous, systemotic and from the
outset practical task ooncelved as a politicel plan in the
sense described here, which separates Bolshevism from the so=
oalled "Trotskyism" dof the Fourth in the organizational ques-
tion as welle 4&nd we have seen thot the organizational ques—
tion itself 1s a political question through and through,

‘ Post Scriptum

The AK of the IKD declares 1tself expressly in full agree=~
ment with the article "Polit&cal P,rty or Trade Union Party" by
Joe Leonard and Chet Marco (“Yonvention Bulletin #4, April 19,
1946) . Comrades Leonard and Marco had already sent their ar-
ticle to us before publication and has asked us to take 2 posi-
tion on 1t, We onl? could answer them that the politlcal line

. of the article was "excellent", mnd that we would atand for it
without reservation (for 1t 1s a matter of the basic 1deas,
not of this or that term). Ve have thereupon written our own
contribution, 1In a certaln sense, with a view to complementing
the article of Leonard and Marco systematicolly 4in its most im-
portant points, .

As extenslively as the problem is treated by the contrlibu-
tion cf Comr,. “eonard and Marco ss well as by our own attempt,
one rmust not believe that the entlre problem has thereby been
exhausted. On the contrary: The result of the attempt had to
be an Intensive rathner than an extenslve one, only a tiny fractlon
of all the questions that need elucld . tlon could be taken 1into
consideratione Az 1is almost always the cnse, the shortness of
the available period of time makes llterary and other defects
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unavoidable, One must toke them ans they are and have confidence
in the progress of the dlscusslon whlich to start was the main
contern, :

FPinally, we must beg the Indulgence of the reader in re=
gard to the translatlon of our contribution into the English
languages, Some of our IKD comrades have undertaken this work
end hanve on the whole done bett:r than the previous American
.translators. (We sometimes sighed deeply ns we were glancing
through our articles in the NI). Nevertheless, here and there
will be found a clumsiness of style, even an inaccuracy of ex=
pression, As much as we see and regret these and other dis-
edvantages: Lgok of time sets a definite 1limit to all ettempts
at improvement, ‘

London 7 May 1946 AK of the IKD

(363



~44

" APIENDIX
THESE3S ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

l, The necessity to bulld, new communist parties and a new
International vhich 1s facing the preletariat of the world is the
direct expression of the deep crisls in which socialism finds it

' self slnce the death of Lenin. This crisls 1s characterlzed by
the defeats of the proletariat in numerous countries, and by the
attempts, futlile untll now, to stem the advance of world-reaction,
particularly Fascism. Organizationally this crisls reveals it=-
self in the disintegration of the Third Internatlonal whose fate
was declded by the new revisionism (the theory of socialism in one

country) .

2, The new revisionlsm, the dlsintegration of the Third In-
ternational and the defeats of the proletarliet, find their general
explanation 1n the oompleste fullure of the revolutionary parties

e outslide of Russia, Byt this fallure has 2 rmore specific cause
which can be found in the insuffliclent theoretical, political and
organizational preparation for the revolution. This means: the
orisis of soclalism 1s wmainly a crisis of leadership, a crisis of
revolutionary consoclousness. The Spanish events are the latest and
most cogent proof that instinotively the masses will take the right
road under objectively favorable conditions, that they can even
drng their "leaders" (anarchists, POUM leaders, etc.) alnng for a
certcin time but that they are incapable of achleving and secur-
ing final victory without truly Marxist leadership,

. 36 . If Ryssia and Bolshevism are excluded there was not a
single party which fought the struggle against revisionlsm (re-
formismfnconsiatently to its end and not a. single one had solved
the basic problems of the revolution. Foi» this reason no party
had found a political and organlzational system fittlng soclety as
a whole., Since this 1s the root of all.evil and since no one
recognized clearly the final ocause of these continaully growing o
defents the isolation of the Russian revolution and the -ultimate
disintegration of the Third International was to a certaln degree
unavoidable, Sclentific soclalism stands before the alternative =~
elther accept this thoorem or abundon itself as a sclence.

4, In the controversy between materiallism and ideclism it
1s not the alm of the former to negate the will of man and the
role of the mind but to explain it. As much as external condl-
tions are in the last analysls the determinants and as little as
man can act agalnst them - the soclalist revolution still remains
a conscious act and the correct consciousness decides. If, there-
fore, one wishes to hold to the solence (mindful of the fact that
all objective conditlons for the victory of soclallism have been
present for some time) then a formal definition 1ls necessary which
permits the defliclencles of revolutionary consclousness to be
traced to thelr origin.

5, Starting with the formel considerzticn that thoe crisis
of soclalism is a crisis of cousclousness the most essentlal de~
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finition of its content conslats of the following:

a) Hoving falled to fight revisionism radically, one neces=-
sarily had to take over also those weaknesses which inevitably
accompanied revlsionlsm in respect to theoretical, politleal, or-
ganizational and methodological aspects. '

b) Consequently, at the end of the first Imperlallst war the
revolutlionary partles moved almost completely unprepared into the
struggle. They were lncapable of correcting their omlssions and
were necessarlly beaten.

c) Nevertheless all the iniquitles of revisionism reproduc-

ed themselves further within the revolutlionery psrties through the:

more or less valve bellef that the slimple upsurge of the masses
and the support of the Octover revolution would be sufflcient to
achleve the world revolution,

d) With the establishment of this illuslon the ring of 4so-
latlon about the Ryssian revolution was closed. As the organia
product of thls internatlonally undefented revislonism there ap=
peared the national Russlan "theory of socialism in one country"
which is nothing other than the continuation and inverslon of re-
visionlsm on the basls of the lsolated revolution, .

e} Thus the flrst revisionlsm produced the second and sealed
the fall of the Third International,

6. Based on these statemonts the elemcnts of the crisis can
be more coneretely determlned through the positlve example of the
Ryssian revolution. Lenln, recogulzing early the mallignancy of
revisionism and pursulng 1t into 1ts last hilde=-out arrived auto~
matically at a revolutlonary conception which embraced soclety as
a whole, The dcvelopment of this conception was tremendously fa-
cilitated since all 1ts material elementswere given In the form
of the imminent bourgeols and agrarian revolution. In the last
analysls all decislive sections of soclety were Interested in the
overthrow of czarism but neither the bourgeols revolution nor the
agrarian reforms oould be achlevod as long as revisionism deter-
mined the dlreoctlon of events. ‘

7« The system of Lenin's politles which united all foroces
in a mommon focus (the overthrow of czarism) was based upon this
insight, Lenin saw the polltical education of the proletariat
and its hegemony in the revolutlicon guaranteed only If it acquired
the abllity to achieve the following:

First, to assimlilate all achievments of bourgeols culture
. {philosophy, economics, literaturzs, sclence, politics, technology,
art, administratlion and press), to apply them in a Marxist monner
and to unite all these capacltles wlthln the party.

Sceond, to help systematically all political movements of
any seotlon of soclety (students, religious sects, peasants, 1li-
berals, etc.,) to further them and to develop them for the sake of

soclaliam, . i365
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Third, to be active in all organizations (trade unions, co-
operatlves, circles, cultural and military associations),

A1l this merely clarifies the interdependent forms of an ae-
tlvity whioch 1s orlented toward the actual conquest and reorgani-
zation of societye. _

8¢ Lenint's principal 1dea seems to be this: capitalism ia
a gigantic and powerful organlsm whiech 1s well developed, securod
and armed to the teeth. Through press, school, church, manifold
forms of 1ldeology, through troditions, habits, milieu, methods of-
sorruption, through a constant kindling of the 1instinet of private
property, etc., it wlelds a tremendous influence even upon the

proletarict,

For the destruction and replacement of such a colossal organ-
1zation a tool 1s requlred which is not only equal to it in res-
pect to influence in politlecl, technlecl, Intellectual and all
other matters but which 1s also superior on the ground of the gen-
erally applied Marxist method,

9, Applied Marxist method means: This superiority must not
be an imploring phrase; it must actually be recllized.step by step
in the fleld of actlon and within the party.

It follows that Lenin completely understood the material pre-
requlsites for the execution of the revolution and the reconstruc-
tion of soclety. To these pre-requisites we must also count man
himself, Wlithout human belngs who are actuslly capable of assum=
Ing control and command of any branch of soclal actlvity one can-
not speak of a sufficlent preparction designed to prevent fatal
reversess ‘

10, It is no accident that the Russian party produced and
united within its ranks a number of brilliant spsclalists who sur-
. passed the speclalists of the bourgeolsie., Tnpere were all types
of aspecialists who not only took the lead duraing the rovcelukion -
but who also were able to attract becocuse of thelr surerlority,
resisting sections of the intellirerniszia, the erzgincers, the mili-
tary, the a2dministraticn and to svberlincte and dlscipline them
in the pecriod of rcuonsiructlon whizl: followed,

However, these were not found and cducated without effort =
their "creation" devended upon 2 concept, which permisted the
penctration of all parts of society, an advance In all fields of
activity, a2 filling of cvery politicel and theoretlcal gap and
the anticipation of all clements of the future organization of

soclety. .

Only such a conceptlon makes it possible to create a party
which is ideologicnlly unified, in which there can be an iron
("almost military") discipline; a party which is anchored in all
suppressed classes and strata of soclety and whieh can lead them
forward, The necessity of the so-cclled 1ldeologlcal avant-garde
rests preciscly upon the Indispensableness of thls conception =
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however, its absence explains why the labor movement outside of
Russia having produced some grent heroic characters has ended with
a long chain of wretched individuals such as Pleck, Remmele, Ca=
chin and Thorez,

11, The creation of a party which is ideologloally urfiled,
disciplined, internally solld and truly authorltative depends upon
the Leninist assumptlions in the sense In which they are indicated.
They are an absolute necessl ty since every state of soclety once
It has established itself produces an abundance of needs which are
partly manifest and partly 1deologlcally disgulsed., To satisfy
these needs, to uncover thelr ideological forms and to direct them
into channels which further their development is a basic condition
for the party iltself,

If the freme 1n which the party works is too small to permit
these truly social needs to be satisfied, to be activated and fur-
ther developed, then they must break through by force. They then
burst the coheslon of the perty ageln and agaln and since the
party 1s no longer able to satisfy these needs they leave behind
only the sterile bureaucratlc command as the only form of "cohes-
10n [ . i ‘

The communist parties which already very early were foreed to
suppress, allenate and systematically exlude the best and most ao-
tive elements of the intclligentslia and the werkers tried only
unsuccessfully to dchieve unity through a method by which it can-
not be achleveds They 1llustrate the law that the abandonment of
" Lgnin's total conception meons the destruction of 2ll those for-
ces in politicecs, theory, organizatlon, etec., which are absolutely
necessary for the victory of the revolution and the reconstruotion

of societye. :

12, ILenint's main 1ldea is so simple that 1t is hardly direc-
1y expressed and because of 1ts simplicity 1t has not been "d1s-
covered" anywhere. Yet the incomparable strength of Bolshevism
derives from it exclusively. It enables Bolshevism to limit the’
field of actlvity of other partles and it forces them to accono=-
date themselves to it. Germany as the classical counterpart to
Russla shows the reverse plctures Tpere the revolutionciy party
accommodated Lltself to the reformist purties, . _

13, It haos been sald that social consciousness does not per-
mit any vacuum. Tpe lack of an all inclusive activity (oriented
toward o total reconstruction of society) and a corresponding po=-
litilcal and orgoanizution system crected a vacuum which became more
and more noticeable, Germany was the first country in which this
vacuum was filled by revisionist methods,

The lastling effect of revisionism in the following perilcd
rested precisely on the fact that, like Bolshevism, it had a total
conception which embrzced oll sections of socletye Duyring the
perlod of rising capitalism 1t seeméd that the constant increase
of wealth, the stendily growing agrecment of interests of workers
and cupitallsts, the constuntly lnereasing share of the workers
in stote power would guarantee a peaceful truvsition fram capitale
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ism to sociall*m.A Even the copitallst sheuld not have to auffer
any "injustices” ’ they rere to be sdequately compensated for the
cesslon of thelr property o

14, In this manner the need for a perspective for soclety
as a whole was satisfled and a wilde field of activity wgs opened
for varied socliel forces., Sclence, art, technlcs, commerce, eto.,
could flourish; philanthroplsts, reformers, pacifists, free mas~
ons, religious utoplans of all denominations could find a refuge
and they could participate to their heartt's ocontent., This new
concéption penetrated deeper and deeper and soclallism became more
aende more the concern of phllistines, a matter of fashion and
good manners,

15, Just as in Ryssias the rise of all classes was blocked
only by czarlsm, (which presented the most decisive lmpediment
agalnst which the whole society could be mobllized In one form or
another) so there remained only one mischief maker in the harmone
1o picture &n Germany, This mischief maker was the German Left,
It had to be kept In check and if necessary, everyone from Ebert
to Wilhelm II united to make common front against it. As Russlan

"conditions favored an adeau}te form of the revolutlonary concep-

tion, (although they did not produce it eutomatically), SO the re-
visTonist concept favored an ethleoully disgulsed conservatism.
German socinllsm recelved its insipid "ethical-humanitarian col~
oring only upon the basis of the rising economic development and
in opposition to the rebellious demends of the German Left,

16, In the race of this develorment the German Left was
powerless and in splite of 1ts revolutlonary Intentions, 1t had to
be content with what ever revislonism had left over for it, The
Left was incapable of undersianding the full significance of Len-
ints plan and ocould not counterpose it to revisionism. The Left
was opposed to Leninist methods end princlples of organization;
1t exhausted 1itself more or less in theorles about the mechanical
collapse of capitdallism, in the belief ln the spontanelty of the
masses, and ln experiments with "pure" labor movements.

17, Bellef in spontanelty and the pure labor movement were
the basic theoretical positions into which Leninlst strategy had
pushed revisionlsm and which deprived it of 1ts ehances of succ=
ess, That is to say: Desplte all differences, despite all con=
trasts and implacabillty of theoretlcal and politlcal conceptions
the defeat of Russian revlslonism ard of the Gyrman Left was
based upon thelr common social situations Revolution and reform
acted upon a field which could not show zny results no matter with
what means and intentlons one worlied upon it, However, the ad-
verasity of the German L,ft toward the Bolshovist conceptlon had a
fateful ce¢nsequencs for the world revolutlon, It prevented the
formatlion of ah International founded upon these principles, It
thereby deprived Lonint's party of the necessary support and in the
end brought about the national bolthevistic deprovitJ of the
Comintern,

18, As far as Burope was concerned the principles of Bole-
shevlism were considered justifled, ot beot becouse of the pecu-
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liar Russlan conditions (particularly the rule of czarlism, the
1llegallity of the labor movement and even the movement of the
bourgeols oppositlon), Already the outbreak of the imperinlist
war showed that the application of these principles on an inter-
national scale was a basic prerequisite for the proletarian re=-
volution in the whole vorld. The war, accompanied by 'stricter
censorship, by state of martial law, etc., soon pleced the labor
movement in Europe under conditions approaching those in Russla in
respect to the polltical situatlon - and within these no legal
mass party could cope,

The courageous attempts of small groups to fit themselves
into the new situation falled on the whole because of their inab-
111ty to grasp the Bolshevlk methods in their entirety. With the
end of the war these groups qulckly went back to the old methods,
Because of this the fate of the Third Internatlonal could not vir-
tually be changed. Spcialism moved into a state of acute crisis,
from which it hes not recovered up to the mresent time., There is
a continuous line lecding from the defeats of the first yecrs af=-
ter the war to the victory of fascism in Germany and the Spanish

events., . .

19, The ultimate goal:iof the old revisionism was the avolide
ance of a nationcl revolutlon; the ultimete gonl of the new re-
vislonism (socialism in one country) is the attempt to evade the
organizatlon of the world revolution. Both have shown themselves
according to iarxian analysls 2as complete 1llusions, end in any
case they lend to the sacme result: Who ever wants to avoid the
.revolution bocomes 2t first its most bitter opponent ond later -

1ts victim,

20, The labor bureaucracy always ldcntified its own inter-
ests with those of the proletariat. Just 28 the o0ld revisionism
hoped to escape lts ultimate fate by maklng continual concessions
to the bourgeolsle and by tylng the working class defenselessly
~ to the bourgeols state, so the Russian buresucracy makes use of

the Comintern ln order to secure its exlstence and to lend a
greater welght to 1ts trenties, alliances, concesslons, etc. It
ties the Comintern to reformism, f.e., to L1ts limited natlonal
pollcy and to tho bourgeols governments,

21, The process of degeneration of the Second and Third In-~
ternationals did not tcoke 2 stralght line, of course, but took
place unevenly. But the basle tendency prevalled in both Inter=-
natlonals with inexorable consistency: thelr politleclly progrese
sive role ceased the viry moment when the revisionlst conception
goined preponderance. They were no longer ccpable of protecting
the struggle of the proletariat with thelr integral authority
anywhere - thelr progressiveness was transferred from the politi-~
cal to the economic fleld, in which they appeared at first (as
long as the economic basly exlsted) as "suecessful reformers",

- 22, In the name of such reforms tﬁe bureaucracy subjects
the working class to the politlczl and economic laws of life
(Lebensgeselze) of the bourgeoisies It makes ltself Independent
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develops 1ts own interests and 1f defends these interests as a”
privileged caste agalnst the workers by squandering to the last
cent the polltlcal capital which ocarrled it to power, Yet al-
ways the moment arrlves when quantlty turns into quality, the
moment when economic cretinlam must be replaced by politios and
when the political laws of the bourgeoisie alone dominate the
fleld, The temporarily progressive role of the bureaucracy

in the economlic field comes to an end as Ssoon as capitalism en-
ters 1ts state of decline - there no longer remains any room
for reforms and even the ope to congerve the gains already
achleved vanishes. The bourgeolsie is no longer able to ap-
pease the proletariat by concesslions, it must breck the working
class by political violence,

23, In the beginning of thils process, the bourgeolsile made use
of the Social democratic burecucracy to achieve its aims, So~
cial democracy served to exhaust the proletarict in hopeless
economic struggles and becaome, 1f necessary, directly or in-
directly, the executioner of the workers (Noske, Pilsudski,
etc.) . fn this manner the national bureaucracy expended 1ts
political capltal, lost the confidence of the workers, and be=-
came increasingly worthless to the bourgeolsie. Deprived of
1ts economic base, Social Democrucy, once the most dependable
servant of the bourgeolsie, lost the ground under its feet, and
simply because of its continued existence, l.,e, as the admin-
istrator of mnss organlzations, It became a serious source of
danger. A new turn from quantlty into quality prepares it-
self: the political equlilibrium is so unstable in times of
erlsis that the masses who are accustomed to peace, refor, and
docility, become actlve and may immedlately be driven to the
_ other extreme. Ip odditlon, there are the betrayals committed
by Soclal Democrzcy in the years 1914 to 1923 and the mistakes
of the revolutionary vangusrd. Theorctically, these have cre-~
ated the conditions which are necessary to reach an understand=-
ing of the situation and to accumulate new politlical capital
within the proletarlat. One must accept events as they aoc-
-tually occur; history allows the revolutionary vanguard six
years, sometimes longer, for the accomplishment of this task =
(in Germany from 1923 to 1929). There was nothing that could
hove saved the Seoclal Degmocratic bureaucracy (which wanted to
prevent the revolutlion in its own country) from destruction by
the proletnarian revolutlon if 1t had not becn for a third force
which gave 1t new polltlcal credlt and left the task of its
destruction to the bourgeols counter=revolutlon,

24, This third force was the October revolution which inter-
ceded as o retarding factor in the "natural course" of events
and which once morc blocked the revolutionary alternative with
the new revislonism. The existence of Soclal Democracy during
the years of crisis (1929 until today) was not based upon the
confidence of the workers but upon the politieal eredlt, (or
better the days of grace) which the errors and crimes of the
Comintcern allowed it, In other words, a burcaucracy which came
to power on the basls of a sucocessaful prolettirian revolutlion
transformed 1tself into a pencéful "reformer" of the world
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and, on an internal scale, lent new strength to revisionism
which haod become impossible nationally (the perspective of the
"exemplary" sccialist construction while renouncing support of
the world revolution.). The former relationshp haos been com=~
pletely reversed: Ryssia, formerly the revolutlionary block
which reached Into the ring of reformist countries, is now the
center of "peaceful" reforms. This occurs at a time when the
possiblilities for reform are exhausted in the rest of the
world and when the socialist revolutionar remains the only way
open to the progress of humanlty. .

25, The consejuences are doubly disastrous. Since the Russian
bureaucracy assumed its raele in a period of declinlng capitalism
1t was mubjected *o the immanent laws of developrent of re-
visionism L0 an even greater extentw. Being the sole ruler in
the state, i1t became independent much foster than the Soclal-
Democratic bureaucracy: it subjected the proletariat much fas-
ter to bourgeois poliilics and economy: it defended 1its Inter-
ests agalnst those ¢ the workers sconer and more cruelly;
much sooner 1t squandered the usurped political capital; much
fagter it lost 1its progressive function in the fleld of eco~
nomic Peforms (which were,from the start very problematical as
long as international capltalism existed); much faster it be=-
came the enemy of every political movement within the working
class and 1ts ruthless hangmcne. Since it 1a a oaste without
its own roocts in the process of production, it debases politli-
cal methods to the lowest depths of barbarism much faster -
for the higher 1t stands above the level of the bourgeolsie,
the lower it falls below 1t, ond in 1ts fall, drags the rest
of soclety with 4t. Much faster 1t finally reaches that point
where quantity turns into quality; where 1t hos to sacrifice
all achlievements in the Interest of its self-preservation and
‘becomes the excluslve prisoner of bourgeols politics. ‘

26, In order to characterize the situctlion as it stands at

the moment 1t is necessary to add thls: Wherever the forces of
Soclal-Democracy and the velled crimes of the non-Russlan Sta-.
linist bureaucracy are not sufficlent to complete the betrayal
of the proletarint, there the Sgvict bureaucracy comes to thelir
ald in o more and more direct manner. In Spain and France the
Communist parties which otherwise are insignificant grow
stronger siely as partles of the counter-revolutlon., Stalinism
achleves what Prieto and Lgon Blum alone would fall fo achleve:
1t becomes the armed hangman of the proletariat the bhe be=
hest of the Syvliet bureaucracy, behind which the imperialist

bourgeoisie 4s hidlng.

27. Reggordless of whether the development In the reactlonary
direction moves to its ultimate conseq uences or whether these
can be rcmoved by 2 new victorious revolution, the point of
culminatlion is still the victory of Fasclsm in Germany, which
accelerated the baslc tendencies and which made perceptible
the causes of the lasting crlsis of sociallst consclousness,
It 1s no accldent that the call to form the 4th International
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coincides with the victory of German Fascism, but this was at
that time only the formulation of an historical need. In

the attempts to form the International, further experiences were
requlred before (after repeated starts) the question could be
"posed to the most developed revolutlonists: How 1s an Inter-
national concelvable at all and how must 1t solve Lts task?

28, I, the consideration of the developments which have oé-
curred in the labor movement one must not overlook the fact
that the actual political development has been dependent to.

an extraordinary extent upon Germany and Russia, The German
experience continues to be declsive: the victory over Fasclsm
as well as ocapltalism In E,rope and even in Aperica, etc,, de-
pends directly upon the extent to which the German experlence
1s basloally understood and evaluated, Thus once again Gers
many will have to give that bacsis for the theoretical recon-
struction of Marxism on an irfern~iional scale which 1t gave at
the beginning of the cantury Tor .t3 falsIfication{at that time
the revolutionary restoration of Marxism fell to Ryssia, which
today carrles through the further development of thls falsi-
flcation).

29, Just because the rbtrogressive novement closes with the
viotory of Fascism in Germany, 1t will flrst be broken again
by Germany (whatever will follow in other countries will be
from a theoretical polnt of view merely concrete additions),
In spilte of all retrogression, history does not repeat itself
under the same condltions and on the same level, but in an in-
verslion; 1lts dlalectical circle present progress and retro-
gression at the same time. Retrogression consists of the des-
truction of the labor movement and the bankruptcy of the Third
International, PFProgress (even with the possible loss of the
economic achievements of the October revolution) consists of
the objective destruction of the direct causes which preserve
reformism and the equally objective necessity to pose the
"basic questions of the revolution anew,

30, The Yiotory of Fgscism in Germany has given, objectively
as well as subjectively, all those polltical conditlions which
were the foundations of the Leninist conception and which fur-
thered the revolutionary develomment In Buyssia tremendously,
Marxism requires that vwe conslder the reverse slde of the pro-
cess in the present situation and that we rccognize the new
political advantages. Thesc new advantages arising out of the
present situation are, in thelr objective content and thelir la-
tent potential, but not yet In thelr subjective manifestation,

malnly the followlng:

a) the possibllity of moblllizing all decislive sections of
society (workers, petty-brougeolsle, peasants, studénts, in=-
tellectuals, etc.) against the fascist system, which must ap-
pear to them sooner or latér as the decisive obstacic;

b) the furfhpr possibility of spurring the inevitable
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popular movement agalnst Fpscism and of using it for the overe
throw of capitalism itself,

3l. As precarious as the situatlon of the proletariat may be,
there is no cause for desperation. With the conquest of Ger-
many Fasolsm too has reached its turning point., Its tremen-
dous @ressure in a highly developed country forces the pro-
letarint to learn thoroughly and to go back to the Leninlst
eonceptlone Everything depends on a correct conscilousness,

The more the natural perlod has been passed and the natural
develorment has been disruphsd, the more birth becomes the task
of a skillled doctor who knows how to wield the surgical instru-
ments and to perform a Caesarian operation. Compressed steam
may burst a kecttle or it may escape through a safety valve
without effect, but it also can be transformed Into an 2ll mov-
* Ing power, ,

Applied to the construction of the 4th International, this
means that with a correct perception of the situation, the
objective poasibllity 1s today given for applying the Lenin-
i1st conception for the first time internationally. This con-
ception consists of a comprehensive plan adequate for soclcty
as a whole which is based upon comprehensive literary acti-
vity which relates to all flelds. Its formula is this: To
count on acchdents and spontanelous eruptions and to be pre-
parcd for them, but to follow the plan nbstinately. Every-
thing else follows almost automa tlcally in the course of the
practical worke. The only condition is t.at no fleld of ac-
tivity 1s excluded and the radical-polemic character ‘of the
literaturc is preserved.

32¢ The Second and Third Internationals have disappeared
without glorye. The Fourth International can only be victor-
ious as the mlecrocosm, which reflects the macrocosm of the
future world and which prepares the overcoming of the old world
"by absorbing its total knowledge and by revolutlonizing 1t
completelye.

Up to now, for example, no one hag been able to glve a
real porspective for the countrles suppressed by fascism, Ygt-
no one can outline any other perspective tpan that given by
Lenin, The possiblility of taking up Lenin s plan has becomeo
an absolute necessity In the facc of the threatenlng danger
of world Fasclsm nnd the Third Imperialist War, In this
recognized nccesslty the basic element of future frecdom and
the greatest advantage In the present sltuatlon of the world

proletariat can be found.

Ywo mragraphs dealing with Ryssia as a "Workers State" are
omitted., Though these paragraphs are part of an historic po-
sitlon they no longer apply today and can te excluded as worth-
less from the present discussion, 1273



