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LETS MLKE i FETISH OF UNITY

S W

Al Findley

iex oh“ctﬁc1' propasel for & chenge in nane end for ¢ nen "pe bor-
P'ht"~1“-fﬁe—iWTec1:,e future” orientction, eveooruted with the gilection
retuinz, The bszic oroblem of hsn to meintein end £‘Juﬂd the inrtuence of
d L
>

)
revoluticonary =larzism sna the szecisl contributions of the w, P, re.axns.

The nev P.C. resolution continues to advocite thet we drop the nwae
- PPurty'. wheress the khcctx cn-Gould resolution ofi'zred us the drosping of
prrty runk &g ¢ Jznacea to ¢il our troubles, Draper oifers it es e lctrcat.
Tnerv is n> doukt in oy min€ thszt the state of the orgenizetion cuiis for e
- retrezt--but for & retreet, tnd not s 7‘ou'c..

Ve heve,to-—for'ourqe’ves--&roo inmediate hopes for enything wore :
thun & prodazsndz groun in the nesr future. But to arop €1l pretensions et i
being & Jerty is to drop sll hopes of becoming one. 4n orgenizetisn thet
«s no pretensions or hopss, but is frenkly & "telking shop®, i.e., &

: proocgaJHa group (whether the Johnson or “hactmen v ricty) ccnﬁbt nope to
attract wnybody in the United Stetes. LV¢n z cursory survey of the menters
oi' the w,P. will prove thst the nzjority joined becwuse here wss zn ective

Aglouo that they thought was doing sox euhluo. £ I'renkly propegenda groun
will not, end cennot, cttrccet saericens, who wre enpiricists end clmost
desplce theory end abgtruc+ propegande. ine only ones if mey ettrect ere

:'studsnts and born secteriens, ' . :

Slowly, end I muy edd reiustintly, I huve come to the conclusion thet

the only way we cen build the iufiuence of revolutionary socidism in the U.S.
is by LiSemphesising polliticzl differences ¢nd by cresiing one viuble

sociulist sect. Neither the k., ., the Y.w.? or ihe S.P. tlonc seea to be :

in & positicn to, or to huve the «bility to crewtie such en orgenizstion. @

Looking‘bac&, one cennot f:il to be iapresscd by thc fuct thet the Sy
tendeney to politicel purity ¢nd s91its hes been one of the mos imnortent '
czuses in the decline of the Trotskyite movement ¢11 over thc world., ®e heve
opersted uwlong the lines of the 21 principles of the powerful Comintern.

- There sre times when politicel Qiffereatictizn wnd orgenizetional sepsrction
&re in order, tut the Trotskyist movement cerriecd it to wn extrese. The

¢, carries on in this extreme spirit. we of the w. P. have somcubet

ied our Utt*tad,, but busicelly our ettitude is thu suaz, only in our - :

t is tempered by comasn scnsz (which is good, but not good guouEb) g

211y do nmzny comr:des continus this ‘ttﬁtujv in *clutlon to thz U.5., i

illing to pive 1t u) in turoae. E
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The illusive mess lebor gerty (or & moveaent for & lebor party) con-

tinucs Yo slip oub of cur henas. ihllc we must continue to edvocrte ¢ : 4
~Lubor Popty, and even amcke it toe contral noint in tride union work, wé connot S
“brineg iU ints being. Only lesdcrs of the levge unions cen do thet. The :

puccific function of the derxiste in the U. &., is to creste & viatle

soci:list sret thet twn wt lecst sceure o hu:rlng for sociclisa. In the U, S . !

we heve o very empiricsl pooplu. A people luss piven to-thcoriring end :

;ug)urtlng splinter groups thrn in ¢lnost zny other country. This 1;'the'

peedle vl ere orccentud vith three or our LUoreiing sociolict grouplete, !
plus ¢ victle Stslinist sect. Ho wondzr co 1ittlc progress hes been mede ’
since world wer I, » : e




o

‘e,

In the pust, the crgunint used ggeinst comeonc vho hesituted ebout
& split, wus ¢lweys met with "Lets not meke o fetish of unity™., "k split is
the lesser evil". Thls policy hes feiled--:nd utterly. The time his come
for & completely new oricntution--for & 1309 turn. S

3~
< .
”

Ia rctrospsct, I think thet the Thonus coneeat of en ".11 inclusive
perty" (if reully cerried out) ves best suited to the dzvelopaent of a viable
sociclist group in the U.S. In retrospcet, the split from the 2.\, P, wes en-
other aistzke in crceting two Trotskyite grouss.

Unfortunctely, the w.P., in its cignt yoers of existence, his not
shovn recl possibilities of bcecoming the Sociclist group in the U.u, HNeither hes
the S.ux.P., the 8.2, or 8.L.P. The le.st few yeers heve seen, not ¢ dis-
integretion it is true, but @ deiinits slow withoring cwey of the ».P. Ihis
is =iso trus of the S.w.P. &¢nd 5.P. Thers cre muny objective recsons for this.
[ut ther. ere elso subjective rcesons. Surely, somevhore in knericin society
we could heve found e few hundred geople cttentive to ¢ revolutioniry progreia.
The latost orgenizutionel suggestion of Shrctman, “ould snd Driper, hes
destroyed e&ny reul gossibllity of meininteing the W.P, &5 ¢ sepurete periy.

The w.P. nowevir, cén perform n importent tesk--r:ising the benner
of Sociuzlist unity. The «.P, is tie oniy orgenizetion thet cen teke the first
step to crecte & rezl wocliclist sect in the v.S. Ultinstely this meens unity
of the three socitlist grouplets in the United Stetes--the =.P., S.w.P, znd S.P .
The #.P. must meke socizlist unity its mein poiitical line in the ncxt few yewrs.

The first step is for the w.P. to united with the groud neurest it in
busic cencests--the S.u.P. Thero crn be no doubt thet the S.w.P. is neerest
us. Proof? with whcam do we polemicize? witi the 5...2. w©hy?  Not for leck
of copy, but becsuse we speck & mere coamon lenguege wiih the 8.».P. then vith
the S.?. Given the sectarisn crrogence of the dw.P., rcal unity will not
be easy, &s expsrience has shova. It is 4“owever, the  politiccl necessity
for the Merxists in the U.5.

The concept of socizlist unity includes €.0.'s, criticel supporters of
both Lmeriq&n,lﬂperialism end Stelinist Iapericslist, provided therc is
Weufficient" criticisa. This does exist in the S.P., the kyna snd the S.w.P.

ihe The "renk" of perty vis-z-vis these grouplets tact cre ohly slightly
larger then the w.r, will tid in the fight for unity und sould be considercd

es e¢n edditionel fector in fuvor of retuining the neae workers Party.

There is no doubt thst the roud to socizlist urity in the U, 8. will
be ¢ difficult cne, but it is ¢ nccessury suep for tho snericen Soci:zlist
moveaent, wnd the working cless. If there is no libor purty, the ncea is
obviocus. If there is ¢ lator pirty, it wsuld be acgdutory to crecte @ unified
sociclisg lergue for work in the tebor perty. The groundwork should be ldia
now.’ : ' ' ) ‘

_ The workers P.rty is the only group with the nccesscry politicrl -
originulity ¢nd iz the only groud thut is locked upon with sufficient confidence
to be oble ts reise tals politicel siogin tor the U.g. ridicel movement--

socizlist unity. . ' - '2-7’73
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THE_SITUSTION T! THE UNITED STATTS £UD OUR NEXT
- TASKS: A CLuTi 0 AW SUIE SUGE .LI10.5 :

By R. lagnus, Soott Byer,
M. Rand (San Prancisco)

(1) The document on "The Situaticn in the United Sgates ord
- Oar Next Tesks," by Comrades iraper, Gould and Shachtman™ can only
pe weltomsd-by the Party as an atteupt, a rather puz zlinz atternt,
to come t0 grips with the economic ard political developments in

the country:*end to assess the past-and present position and fu-
ture. _pexfﬁspef@,lj;‘;es‘, of the Viorkers Party within this milieu,

(2) The document, unfortunately, fails to accomplish this
task for two rather obvious reasonsy 1) party tradition and the
‘nesd to justify - to ratjonalize - "things as they o e," forces
“the authors to place undue significence on objective “factors, and

2) the authorst! mistaken attempt to deduwce the immodiste rractical

taskd of the party from their excellent, if general, analysls of
the palitico-esonomic trerds in the country. It is also trae, as

15 the case of so many documents, that tasks, orientation, ang TeY-
spective for growth are ‘stated; in such general terms, and so wary
com #£1ons and exceptions are thrown in, that it becomes ‘almost
{mpBasible to determine just precisely vhat changes are envisioned,
The fact that no organization o trade. union resolutions have

comg cut adds further nystery to the present enigma and. recuces
c¢riticism to trying to fesl the wind, : : .

- (3) Our differences with what we think the document means
are significant. Our agreement, however, is also considéranle ard
should be -stated at opce, Desvite the fect that 1t ovewrshates
the speed of development and general revolutionary significance
(1s our morale that low?) of the “third party (labor based)," the
documentls enalysis of the general economig and political situa-
tiopn in the U,S. 1s fundementally sound. Furthe rmore, we belisve
the document states a generally valid proposition when 1t says
that the sociklist movement can attain simificant growth only In

~ pelation bo ‘the growth of a Yabor party moverent, and then only
4f the revolytionary sects become a left-ring of this mevement, .
We might only acdd the further condition that even in this event S
‘considerable growth of the left-wing groups will be linited by SN

~ ¢he extent to vuich the labor party movement reflects a resl and

. deep radicalization of the arking class and not just ‘a movenent

.

B e L

. of their leaders. In eny case, the perspective of the development
of a mass revelutiounary party out of a mass veforuisy (the S.P.)
party is envisioned instead of the cummlative growin off our party
‘into en agitational party through its omm efforts, This is cor-
rect., In line with this gene ral perspective, the docurnent loys

. dovm an eXcellent scries of agitational pronosals to e used by
aavanced militants for the ir extenaion of the strggle for a larger

opartye .
| % Sugsequent “to 1ts publication in the VORKERS PARTY PULLTIL, ©*




- the concention Tret our Iroup i1~ an a-itfotional party or 1s now on
_tke vay to becoring one. 1O Guegstion o4 profvronec cen.be ine

-

" on the cowrse of this struggle in the ncar future, when 2 reslis=-

© in or line on the immediate class strugples. = -

'” I, Vol, III, No. O, r. 12, | 22785
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(4) It is especially hnarioning $0 see the ebandomacnt of

volved hore, only a question of igaying what "ise” Tiis specific
il1lisiocn hts been responsible. fos a trencnious cmount of anfruib-
ful oz such as the recent clection campaisn fiasco in e York,

evd tuchs He cowpleiely shendoned, e are a rropagenda groun and ‘
1

we st 30 coordinate and inteqrate .our activity that we will
furction as one.  This, the document does not €0, ven vorse,
anforturstely, in the dccumentls conception of our gpecific prona- ' )
gandz pgroup in this srecific historical situation and uhat 1ts main
“ractical esctivities should be, a large gust of wind bloys in B
from. the recent past.- All of cur illusions have obviously not v
tesn cispelled, Party momentum conquers the analysis precisely =
at the point vhere the utmost of clarih: and precision are fee

manded, i.e,, Our Next Tasks, 4
o (5) Given the same .general economic end political situa- ,’“
tion, e propose a conslderably Cifferent conception of vhat the e
{mmedj ate practical tesks facing the party are. The reascn for &
this is simple,  The authors make the mistake of deducing the
practical-political and orzanizational tasks of the party from i
the very conception of en ezitational group vhich they have. just ‘§
. "decisively rejected. It is not a. questicn of a general perspect- ®
| ive, & line, the next step in the class struggle, the way out for 13
Anmerisaen workers,. Any serious group, no matser what its size, Bt 1
must ‘be concerned with and take a position on these questions, o
and on this point the d ocument is tho cmbodiment of realistic ap- - o
praisal, It correctly charts the unfolding of this process and i
Rresen’cs,detailed.agitational-. prcposals 40 usc in helping it zlong.

-~ The authors still have dangerous illusions, hoyever, &bout the 1
- pole of our party generally in this process, They holg with amaz- 17

ing tenacity to the idea that we will have a significant influence

tic apnraisal of our mirority position even in the socialist world
refutes this idea comgpletely, :

(6) The @ cument sets our main task as being "pmpagandizing
for the formticn of a libe party." ALl activity shall b» subor-
dinate to0 erd shall lead up to this wain task. The perspective of
indus trial ization and the smcific. proposals fa labor party agl-. K
tafional slogans are linked to this main task, and Oowr press and
publications (of which the fenger . pouphlet is probably a pood -

exariple) must slimn the:selves more than ever in this dircction,
. YWe yrust flatly state that this formulation is not consonant with R
. our size or nature and rarks back to & perial when we Wero urder
‘- the illusion that we were en cmitational rparty, isc., that cur agie ¥
tation would to a grecater and preuter cxtent tave a leading, a '
decisive, or a sifnificant effcct on the class struggle wnd that - BN
we would recruit thereby, After generally condemning campalms s
fruitless and utopian the authors are proparing to erbari on an : ¢
even more fruitless activity -~ agitating, propacandizing, ard : A

erpendiny the meajor part of ouw cnergies working, Ifor the fOrmar
tion of an indeperdent laber party, The authors still helicve “"that:
we con orercoms the seneral party sitmation ... by our cadership

e TA noallsTic Propa.nnca mpproacn," by Dave Corbin, V.p, FUITLT-
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(7) YMhat makes this orientation all themore incorrect is the
fact that by concentrating in this way on an actlufltJ vhich by its
very nature can only lead our group to ezpend a major parf of its
energies in unproductive and indecisive agitation, the party ignores
those very sources of recruitment which can give it imwmediete and
steady grorth as a proparanda sect, The youth, espceially in this

. insecure and hOpe'I'ess period can be attracted to oun revolutionary
socialist ideas, -Many Stalinists, leftewing social -democrats, and
advanced workers and ne groes can accept our complete ideology,
This ds not a question of hundreds and thousands of workers flood.
ing the party overnight, It is a question of a srz2ll but steady
- recruitmert to a propagarda group, This becomes all the more ime
" perative when a group gets to be as small as we are, Uur size
plus owr demoralization produces a qualitative change in the or-
" ganization ani functioning of our group, This process must be .
stopped., In short, we must concentrate on the vorking class and
- especially its advanced elements, but not to the exclusion of
: polit:.oally advanced and leftward moving people in ofher areas,

. (8) We counterno'*e to the labor party act1v1’cy a different

eneral orientation for practical party activity in the immediate
.future. Ye must double or triple the size of our tiny sect by .

individially recruit ing politicealized and leftward roving people

on the basis o rounded revolut ionary socialist ideology, liis does -

not rean a rejection of the labor party perspective or our agi-

‘tational end propaganda work in its belmlf, but the correct integra-

tion of this work into the total ideology of a socialist propaganda
seet, Ve must geek out revolutionary individuals, workers especialm
"1y, who can be given “the party Yeltanschauung, who have the ‘
Y"political habit" and can stick with us. But this requires a
golitlcally alive membarship wh ich is -looking for these individuals,
f the document is -serious, how doss it pr‘OpOSe to politically ed-
ucate the party membership if its press is almost exclusively :
dedicated to labor party propazanda? How can it recruit revolution-
arjes with this press? In cerfain circumstances we will recruit
advanced workers by labor party agltdtion, put we will also recruit
advanced stulents by our revolutionary ideas, In the San Francise
c¢o Branch, at least, this has been our experience, ard if the
. party generally spent more time and effort on student work it
could recruit considerable numbers tolay, DBut it is precisely the
advanced worker, the youth, the students, the advanced end
politicalized people who are not attracted -- moved ~- and who we
cannot recruit, by mere lebor party agitation and propaganda,

- (9) To put the mrtter as bluntly as possible (and despite
the fact that we will be verbally whaled for our extreme gencralize
~ing) what we do not desire is that the party will be turned more
then ever into a small, 1mpo‘cent, "Comnittee t0 Form a Labor Party,'
with a socialistic tlnge. 1t would, on the other hand, be Just

as sectarian and dissgtrous-if ouwr group turred into a small
wild-haired, "Coxnrut tce to Preach the Valuc of Soviets to Unintpr-
ested ‘zorkers. Both of these are foreign to our conception, Is
it eclecticism tc attempt the reconciliation of the se two concep-
tions? Nonsense} It is precisely ow nature as a proparsanda group,
and a very small one, tIhnt demands such an approach, Ue are a
group, with a set of important, significmt and correct vieys on
the world- situation, uhmh des not have conuact with the class it

11706
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1° oupposéd to.répresent , Lhere..&ve two oPpcs.Lte roads out
of this cdilemma, -Onc or these oads kas a ble fork lecding
-norhee in”'bo*:h Gircctims, . 1e2., thn "r’f"' b'** e ymst either
mream the necessity of Soviets regardlesg of historical circun=-
ances (the Ro‘bbrtson cocument ) or thot we musit r'lm. Mmlate o the
"‘bac" rargness Of the woriing class (the approach of the Joatile
T‘v-anch). “The dOCu"uu Cepralc dangarcuc’ closo to t‘no' Seattlec cone
copt, ond this is tho motivation for- tiiis criticue. ‘e mmst choose
the sceond road, thet of beco:;zing‘ aell-intagroted, vell-cocCitine
eted rﬁvolutiomr; socialist propa;ancc group. '

*(10) Uhat mrecise tasks will this crientotion pose fer our
»growo" ile »wst 1) increace our mmmbercship, 2) spread our wolle
rounded socialist ideas among mro: ving circles of poli’clcall cd
»peonle., in general 2 propazanda gwou*\ sceks Lo spread ite 1deas ;
vaﬁd to recrult primarily *nrough she fcllowinz mediunmss vorl: .

- emong politicalized and leftward moving eOple pI‘ll‘&Pll" vithin the

“trade unions end lebor movement (this may siart with labor party

agisation but will soon turn info a comnle’ce DOlltl cal dl"cussion)

wark among left political tendsncics (Stalinists, Social Derocra ts,

-8WP, SLP, etcs); circulation and sale of & press vhichils dee

‘voted (not complntnlv to rcaching these pcople; public moctings

‘and classes. The conception hore is vielle-rcundedness as bpnosed to
single~minded, exclusive concentrstior onm 1obor rarty agitetion and i
propesanday- This will involve o..change in the. activity, the- - 1
psychology, -and the perspectives of most .of the membors cf: the .. ... o
WP, . Mo mote barren and fruitless'work.in dbuildéing. the .“small nsss’
mganizatlons'" no more uncoordineted distributions of LABOT ACTION

‘Just to 'get rid of the bundle.” (instead we rmust distribute - -
where we have strong 1nr*ustrin.l concnn"““*lcrna', and vhe re the: :

‘paper deals with the probicms of @ specilic orsuuization), 'e -musi

take a political, tactical and psychological turm from the mass to,

the, individual -- individual centacting, individual rﬂcruiting, _

‘8" knotksdoimn and drag-out battle of-our tots 2l conceptions ‘against

the Stalinlst, the ‘trade union burcaucrat, the soaicl’ dc'nocrat,

the Jullacelte, and the radic al ‘,routh.. : _

(11) The document seeks to refute, to enswer, and to--con-
: found everyone but its au uhOI‘S, by sceking to te on every side of
every qunstlon. “If the cbhove cOnCOh'b:LO"l of our tasks can be
encamp“sseurwl’ch:.n tle framework of the american rosolutlon, then
-should be, That is, ti8 resolution on Our Tasks should cerw
tainly contain a number of “de sailed proposals on practical party
activity Df‘snd 's those that have bren worked out for.our lobor party
agitation.,  Forgive us far sav:.nrr that sincc they are not present,
‘we believe thoy will not ‘bo attempbed, ocnd the poarty will continue -
4in the dircction of becoming a labor party propasinda sceb w.i_:h B!
tn erecllent 1ldst of purcly verbal agitational slogons and’ o eone . :
~ Einueg ond uno bated demoralization., ‘Snide romorics 2bout ilde ' o
~hoired “solutions" to the problcas of irerican ‘sogianlism should
fiot obscure the pregnont foes that this resolution sponds more
"time on-documcnting the stotus suo with bri 1li-nt grenmwlizetions
~than .16 "doecs on presontlrm on ln.,~::r~tod nicturs of the activities-
',Of our proposanda sroup in tho irmediate futw o, . .

oo 3 ceay

i
e (l° The 1&1::* data a5 vhich tho Americon rosolu ion comc out : ?
hés mmGe - 4t impossible tor us to mrosent o complebe, debtriled 4
and th orou hly Suul‘%l’lCtO“«r criticue,  Also, the abscence of o trade 5
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unicn and orgmnizasion regolution, crd onr Houol
raee of Mmtmmzw et e Lo orreduce & oonih
cormellsd o guess what is in ool ihne
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our senaral orienceticn fav i
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KOTES FOR THE PRE~CONVENTION
DISCUSS 10N

By E. R, McKinney
nCAPITALISH, STALINISY AND VAR," By Susan Green

Comrade Greents article 1s, I believe, an illustration of
what Trossky was tallkdng about vhen he vrote:

"TLeninism consists in not looking backward, in avoiding béing
bound by precedents, by purely formal reference %0 quotationseee
Lenin can not be chopped up into quotations suitable for all cases
in life, because for Lenin the farmal 1s never higher then the
reality, it is always the took which makes possible grasping
the recality ard dominating ite... it 1is necessary té see not the
formal relationship between one passags and another, but the real
relationship of each to the consrete roality in which the former
was introduced as a lever. The Leninist truth is always concrete,"

A1l we need do is insert Harx end Engels. Comrade Ureen seeks to
j1lustrete and velidate her contentions in conne ction with a war
be tween Russia and the U. S. by analogical reasoning, This type
of reasoning is useful at times, but I give Comrade Green a quota=-
tion from Lenin: "All analogy is lome ," Lenin, of coursc, did not
invent this notion. The Guotation is merely his succinct formula-
tion of an important bit of knowledge virich I suspcct antedates

~ Aristotle vho also was fully acqudinted with the frailty of this-

very elementary type of reasoning,

I also very rnspectfully call the following to the attention
of Comrade Green and &11 other quotation addicts, If a writer is
worth quoting, if what has been said is really of significance
as proof of one's side in a dispute; then the user of the aiotation
must be as competent to deal with the disput ed quostions as the
writer who is being quoted as proof, That is, the Qioter rust bo
thoroughly and compastently acquainted with tho subject matter under
discussion, in order to be proficient in selecting the proper quoe
tations and in their proper uscC,

v Quotations may be used to clarify an armment, One nay say

"the matter has been excellently formulated by Blank," "It would
be diffi alt to improve on the formulation of X" Or, "X 1s cone
pletely correct when he writes,,s" Or, "X discovered,.," These
are instances of the use of quotations by a cuoter vho is couipevent
in the ficld under discussion, To use cuotctions iIn this manner
the wmoter must be hle to meat tho person quoted 83 en equal or
nearly sa, This usc of' quotations 1s the cxepotical method of
relifious scholarship ani the analytical wothed of scculnr scholare~
ship, ' :

There i3 and ler rethod, however, that 1s tho apologetie
~and tho polemical. Here, veory oftcen, the epproach 1s by vay o
appaol to asuthority, to tradition and to proccdent, Oncts undor-
standing need not be of very hiih zrade to do this kind of quoting,

L9



You merely enpeal to "the connsl cres and for 21l dcliverad to the
L] W Lo P B S P, LS 1 = R . [ 1 - Py
saints,’ Lt ell the "saints" cre nos in tie cinroine some ore in

radical rnclitical partics,  This sooroien rosulss ir o battle or

guotations and the piling of pracodeond uron rececaent,  But, una-

fertunctely, very listls roal fhin'tine ic dons, licras rely o

ap iz sppert of tro side with seorincly tao roct rlousible cuotna-

tioms ord tro procodents which szom L0 Pi5,  Tha vhole, of coursc,
n

t
is accompnanied vwith great polemical vizor arnd showv of learning,

I Comrczde Green will really dig into her gquofsntions from
Marz and Engels, she will, I bsli-ve, discover that they refuto
fer crsumert .« She guotes Engels saying that Yoar people cen jeoin
the national moevementeseinsofar as amd for sc long as it is limited
to the definse of Germonyesent the same Sim cwmphnsize She diffcor-
ence between German-national and dynastic Prucsian intorestSese”
Does Comrade Green belicve that thic is the situation Which vill
exist in relation to the U.3., Britain, frence and Italy in the
ver bafveen these nations and Russia? That 1s, thaot the partici-
pation of these countries will be a ‘“national movement?" That is,
‘the next war will be what the Stalinists czlled the last Wer ee ..
after the attack by Hitler? How about [ussia? Will the war on
Russials sidc also be & "national movement?" Should the Zussian
vorkers support 1t?

Comrade Grecn writes: '"Marx said Germans verc fighting for
national existence, Certainly if ond when ‘jorld ‘ar. III comes the
whole of 'Testcrn Europe will be fishting for national existence®
I say ogein tkat one mst urderstand belore invoking the aid of
quotations,., ‘ithat was 2t stakes:s the unification of Geriiany,, That
was wvhat was mcant by Gormans fighting for their national existence.
This was the poriod of bourgeois-derocratic-revolutions and the
formation of naticnal states. Tho Gemons wero bshind ond the
bourgeois-democratic elements were niming at the unification of
Germany, A4lso, if Corrade Green will study tho o rzuront of
Engals about how the working class vould develop in thot situation
she will lmow that she connot use the position of Enzels to sup-
port her present-day position, The matter con o famulated in
onc scnignce: the nationcl stotes arc alrcsdy formed today and so
is the warking class, ‘

.

Nor as to some of Comrade Green's conclusions. The faet that
we prefer bourgecls -domocracy to tosnlitaricnism is net politicn
Justificotion for supporting bourgeois-dimocrncy (the U, S,.)vhen
engoged in an imperinlist strugple with fotolisari-nism. e have

no preference cither for U, S. or Hussian imprrialism, To0 sgy thob
vie praofer bourgeois~doemocracey to totolikarianias is t to say

no
thit we are for bourgeois-doiiocracy. ‘i do nos o principlsd
"support to hourgeois-democracy; “hut only to sociclist acmoe racy,
that 1s, to workers daiwocracy, ‘

}-<h

C
K]
i

"Our, rreforance f{or bourgesis-democracy over German or Russian
totalitarieniem (or ony sctoliscorionisi) is 7or toctical recsons,
'nder it we can ccntinue with the class struggle with only slight
or d9cedsiong] zb8tement, Wo don't enrry on class struggle for
exercise. We wunt to transcend bourgeois-democracy and achieve
socielist democracy. It is ot tho time the call goes out for the
"defense of the fatherland" that Marxists have to ~1 14. thomselioa,
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drivirny the funcol £ 3 H1in ke (’fwl throurh "h’r*}‘ the
Cerman riilizis would get Malisery cuvnlicg" Irow the "occupving
SR .

povrers?

This propossle is just a little cowardly. (Amons csher thinss. )
de don's deinand the wit hdraw 'nr; of U, 5, troops; we only tell the
Gersons o drive them out. What Comrades CGa 'rﬁdt and Judd must do

is ars vexr t“c ¢urstion whica they src called uron to angver as

fmeri can arxistse: Should the U S. army- be withdrarm from Ger-

many?  Should that dergnd be p“; of the political program of the
WP for Cernany irreape th' ol what Russia dezs or docs not do?
This qu~stion rumst Bba swered alrectly, forthrightly and '1uhoa+

any delaying mumbonjuubo.

PAI&DTI:E AND THE JEWISH QUESTION

Comrade E, Findley subnitted the "minority" resolutions of
the Second ‘lorld Congress of the Bund t0 the Party BULLTITIN for
the pre~convention discussion, Conrade Findley wrote: ".,,.,my oun
.views coincide fairly closaely with tho gencral lines of this pro-
posélees” (the minority re olutlon). The BULLE?IN carries both
Ma jority and kinority resoluﬁiono. ' ’

I participate in this cdiscussion with sorme reluctance, My
ignorance of vhat goes on in the Jewish organications, among the
Jewlish people, what orpganizations there are and their progranms,
is very great indeed, Thewrefore, I shall att enpt to be very
cautious in.what I say,

‘I am net certain that I understand the difference between
thesec two resoluticns, t 1s not clear to me vhat is the distinc-
tion mace by Comrade Fin dley vhich leads him to suwnport one and
re jeet the other. As I read the res olutions, hoth take the
position the problem is not solved by the establishment of Israel
but will be solved by the coming of socialism - hoth accept the
following resolutiono: (1) The majority of Jews are now and
will restain outside of alnstinu. (2) The nev Jerrish state will
not solve the Jevish problem. *+his can only b done by the vice
tory of socielism, One rosolution seys that Isracl vosulted from
"artifieial rartition"” and the ovther soys that Ieracl is Ya
palliative solutien,” (3) The Majority colls for "the fight
arainst assimilation and for the free éovelopmont, st”on*,nening
-and. popularizatiorn. of Yiddishi culture: the fi, 1w for tho rights

of the Yidcish lancusgC..e.e." The Linority domards that the Bund
"dedicate luS forcazs to the strusgls O“ the J\ ilsh masscs for their
naticnal and social rights, for the existence of the Jows as 'a
people, bascd upon Jewish 011“u4ﬁ and J“fi"h autonomous life.“

These three points scém S0 covor vhat hoth sides are Tor, ‘Jhat they
are- aainst is far from c¢lear to rne, The lMincrity scens to be '
more stronsly opposcd to the Zionists than thoe injority. also

the diinority sesns, on paper at least, o be more " OCl“llSth

taan the “ujOPlty-

‘Yhat is importont is the points of aprcorent., Thoy both say,
it I undevot“nd that the Jevs are a notion, This nationhood is
1ot based sn the Gxlstonce of Israecl tnt is prior to the -stablish-
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ment of Isracl, Both seem for the srculurlzdtloﬂ of Jewisn life.
Both ermhasize the importance of Yiddich s part of Jewish culbure.
The lajority calls for the "fizht apainst assimilation," the
hinorltv for “"the eristence of the Jews as a peoplec, based upon
moaern Jewish culture ard Jewlgh autonomous life,.”
I do not see howr a larxist can differentiate between thes
two resolutions in the sense of supporting orne and rejecting the
other. A larxist vill reject hoth of them. This has nothing to do
with whether or not a marxist might or might not support the parti-
tion of Palestine, <=rach of these resolutions is essentially chau-~
vinistic and therefore certainly not to be supportea by a ilarxist,
In my opinion they are both reacticnary. If one is worse than the
other, 1t is exactly the Minority resclution. This resolution
reads very much lik~ the old social-democratic argument thet the
"problen of the Negroes in the South can only be solved by sociala
ism," This was the sigal to do nothing; to stay out of the
South or to succumb t0 meny of the South's Jim Crow practices,
Also, this Hinority resolution socunds as if written by & group of
PetEV boura°01s liberals wvho want to remain on good torms with the
‘white Lolks in the countries where they live. The P6801Uu10n
is against a "narrov-minded nation2lism and chauvinism," But it is
L. for "a future voluntary federation oOr..,, 2 bi-national state.," As
f  socialists these Bund minorityites have nothing to say about how
Israel came into being, how it ig a creature of both American and
British imperialism, about the Areb majority, or the fact that
whatever happens in Palestine can only occur under the patronage
of the-imperialist powers,

This Minority is not only for the sequestration of the Jews
in Palestine but all over the world., At the same time they are for
sociallsm, They are nof satisfied with Paleotlne as the Jewish
state; the Jews of the world are a nation. They want socialism
on a world scale and Jzwish autonomous life on a world scalu.

4 Lcain I say that I cannot understand how a liarxist can sup-
‘ port either of these resolutions. They hoth cringc before impsrial-
ism and both are chauvinistic, : :

I am opposed to0 all chauvinism and will make 1o compromise
with it, All chauvinisnm is reactionary, Chauvinism resplendent
in the gorb of racial oppression is particularly cobjectionable
.and nauseating. Crauvinism buried benecath emctiontl verbiage
about the right of nationhood or the preservation of onel's culture
or the demand for the opportunity to malke onels cultural contribu-
tion is still chauvinism and such demagogy shculd fool nobody,

In the first years of the VP we were plagued with a rash of
the defenae of black cheuvinism. This came from vwhite comrades who
were conV1wcod that tne Negroes were a nation, or ouzht to be a
netion, Or vho were curtain they knev pr001sel "what the Negro
peopls want,“ each and ovvr"one of them, Some of the comrades who
werc friendly to blac: diauvinisi and Hegro nationalism are today
adgvocating Jevi sh cneav1n1sr Sone of th pemarks I listencd to
at a nmen borshlp rceting in New Yoilr on. the Jovi sh question might
have come from a Burd .aembcr or a rull-flcdged élovu.ut. 1,7—83
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Jeviish ckhauvinism hes no more ﬁl,:‘:_cé,;_if;p the Par*y than has
Negro chauvvinism, We carried cn a stiuggle againmct Jehnson who was
the protagonist of the blaegk chouviniem. We must carry on a
struggle &gainst Jewish Jchnseons who would caddle the Purty with
Jdovii s cheuvinism, No compromise witn cheauvinism or with chauvinist
demagonve L hop2 that never again in our Party will I listen %o 2
_Party member Jjustify a chauvinistic stana on the ground that "I am
a membsr Of an orprasssed race," _
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A PRCPOSAL FOR 4 FHANGE T OUR PEFE3S

By Hal Draﬁer,

The purpose of this article is t0 present to the larty a new
propOsal On Cur press, and not to make a report on the problems of
LABOR ACTION and THE W= INTERNATIONAL, Hovever, without at least
a reference to the latter, the propgoOsal cannot be given fair .cone
sideration, since it is made on the basis of the actual situation
and »roblems confronting us ard not on the basis Of abstract cone~
siderations about the kind of press we would like t0 have,

The proposal, in brief, is for a new kind of publication to
take the place of toth LABOR ACTION ard THE NEVW INTERUATIVNAL, I
would first ask the comrades reading this to try to suspend final
judgment at least until the whole i1dea has had time to sink in and
begin to feel at home, since -~ for zood and laudable reasons w=
there 1s likely to be an initial revulsiOn,-if not a feeling of
scandalized horror, at the very idea Of meking what emounts to a
thorough change,OVGr in those party institutions which have the ,
firmest place in our affections, It is true that such a change can-
not be made lightly; but it is at the coming national convention
that an even more sweeping chaﬂge will be taken up -- namely, the
proposal of the Politiceal CGommittec for a change in name Of the
Organization -~ and it is at such a time that futher changes would
be most expedient.

The proposal to be rmde here is not a8 necessary corollary of
the Political Committee Resolution on the United States and the

L Role Of the Party -- that is, it stands on its omm feet; but it is

in line with the orientation presented in that resolution,

Following is a discussion of: (I) The prohlems out of which
this proposal arises; (II) The kind of publication which is to
replace LA and NI; and (III) A few specific problems,

I.

Only a full-length report in some detail on the concrete prob-
lems besetting Cur press work would do Ju tice to the motivation
for a change in our press setup., And this would have two aspects:
one, from the angle of the Hational Uffice in getting out the
publicavions, and two, from the angle 0f the branches in utilizing
them, laturally, the comrades in the branches are only vaguely
or generally acquainted with the first, and cannot (or at lecast do
not) fully appreciate the pressures \flCu riotivate the change from
this angle.,

But all I shall try to do here is to point to0 both sets of
-problecms sketchily. The follovin; five are not in order of impor-
tance, but 70 from the most c Oncrete to the more gen~ral Organigza-
tional ang political considerations,

(1) FINANCES, FVPR,UluhOUt the gory details to make it vivid,
it is still porhaps enOu:h to say ubat the publication of LA and
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NI on the presert basis is a constart oppressive burden upon the
Party rendcred more acute than usual by the faeh that the financial
situation of the Parity is worse than it has been in the past years,
The effect of this upon the publications themselves is most visible
to the naked eye with resard to the NI, for the simple reason that
it is LA that gets the righteof-way (ana properly sc, tO be sure).
It is, of cowse, the money problem vh ich, both direcetly and in-
directly, is the mein reason for the irregular publication of the
magazine; the KI, so to speak, is the slow freight which may Dbe
sidetracled for a counle of weels or so to0 permit the LA express to
go throushe

A But still both are coming out, even if there are some skips
on the rert of the NI, and we could probably continue to get then

“+ out in this fashion if need be. But this is only at the expense of
the constant, immediately pressing drain and load upon the resources
of the orzsnization; a% the very least, any easing of this load
wouléd e, not a solution of our finencial problem, but an important
contribution toward it . Certainly, something has go to be done.

The proposal here to be made would represent a substantial
saving —-- roughly, abous 5200 & month, To point this up in terms of
another problem vhich is not within the purview of this article:
this sum is more than enough to nay the wages of at least two .O.
functionaries., It is encugh ©0 make the bDusiness end of the press
itself something less than & daily headache and scramble, or t0 go
a long way in this direction, :

- On my own part, the proposal is not decisively motivated on
the basis of this consiceration alone, nor did it arise merely

out of this consideration, If it were simply a question of money,
and if there were no vorkeble alternative, one nigit hope to muddle
throueh as usual, But if the retrenchment aspect of this proposal
"is going t0 be necessary, then the best time to take action on it
is at the same time that the "face" of the organization is being

" changed in other respects -- nov,

(2) WRITING I'ORCES. "Copy" is a second pressing concrete
problem of both publications, in this case most particularly LAZBOR
LCTION, This is reflected in the long articles in the paper and
the emouns of ad raterial.  In the case of the KI, 1t is at least
a contributory factor in delaying publication dates. Abstractly,
it can be argued perfectly truly that we bhave within ocur ranks
sufficient writing forces to provide the necsssary copy; but tke
fact that the problem exists and is acute, and has been getting
worse, not better, in the past yeor -~ this fact is not susceptible
merely to shstract exhortations about ow writers doing the ir duty.
It is related to the wealknesses of our orgmization as & whole in
the present situation, '

Dy "writing forces" I meen all the comades in all the
branches who should be writing foo either LA or NI, &t least from
tirme to time; but here L yould throw in also a somevhat different
consideration which bears likewise on the money question, This is
the staff for the puhlications. One comrade cann ot possibly edit
both newspaper and magazine; it is £00 nwuch ©1r @ job, (As 2 matter
of fact, getting out LA elone with only one full-time editor is
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another problem vhich is not within the purview of this article:
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out of this consideration, If it were simply a question of money,
‘and if there were no workable alternative, one might hope to muddle
throuzh as usual, But if the rctrenchment aspect of this prgposal
is going to be nzcessary, then the best time to take action on it
is at the same time that the ‘“face’ of the organization is being
changed in other respects -- nov,

On my cvn part, the proposal is not decisively mofiV9+pﬁ on

(2) WRITING FORCES. "Copy" i1s a second precssing concrebe
problem of Doth publicatlons, in this case rost particularly LABOR
ACTION, This is reflected in the long articles in the paper and
the amouns of ad matericl., In the case of the ¥I, it 1is at least
a contributory factor in delaying publication dates., fbstractly,
it can be argued pnrfectly truly “hat ve have within cur ranys
sufficient writing forces to ppuVlue the necassar3 cony; but the
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merely to abstrac t exnortations about owr vriters doing their duty.
It is related to the wem“ne ses of our orgonization as a vhole in
the present situation,

By "writing ¢ forcns" I meen all the comrades in all the
branches who si ch pe writing for elther LA or NI, at least fram
time to time; but heve L vould throw in slso a somevhat different
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than it is nowv, The PC Resolution on the U, S, and the Role of the
Perty, for ecxample, recomiends (as we have recommended hefare)

tkat the NI ought to carry wore netiterial on the problems of the’
‘American lebor movement and American politiecs. If this wore actual-
1y done, there would be still less of & gap between the two publica-
tions, 2ut vhat really nighlizhts the problnm is this fact, of
vhich I céan speak at firsthard since I have bsen worling with beth
LA and NI for over a year nov:e-~ The rain (not the only,bu the
main) reason vhy it is so difficult to geu "American" articles

for the I is uLe simels fact thet there is little o be written
along these lines whiilch iz not gobbled up by LABOR ACTIOII!'s need
for copy and whxck does nos get channeled torard LABOR ACTIOH, And
because of the change in character in LABOXR AGTION, there are no
bars to its use there., This has not been the result of editorial

. policy ~- Jjust the contraryl and this is just the pointl -~ but

of the ‘gravitational pull" of the respective organs on the avail-
able writers and thelr inspirations,

The result is obvious: a subsitantial part of the contents of
.any isswe of LABO: ACTION could just as vwell be material for the NI,
and vice versa, The moin differcnce in this sector has becen in
style axd length: and in both these cases, the difference is not
~always a fortunate one, Thazt is: quite a nurbnr of avtlcles in
LA are too long fa a mevisnmaper (especially a "popular" newspaper);
and there is a stubborn prejugice on the part of our writers that,
regardless of subject, an article is not fit for submission to the
NI unless it is written in a special, ‘'profound," "theorstical"
fashion and style. A little more growing-together in both respects
would hc a geoed thins, : -

But as we shall sce, the proposal is neither to make an NI
out of LA, or an LA out of the IKI; it is rather for a new type of
publicution which shall seek to combine both aspects of the politice
al impact which we wigh to make, in a nmore rounded fashion, in a
single publication, Tke point involved here is that the evolution
of both publications ma&ea this possible -~ for us, today -~ vhere
it would not be pOsslhlb of one persists in tblnxlnﬁ of' the divid~
ing line pc*weon the two publicatioris as being ' ponular agitational
newspaper vs, "theoretical journal," These categOries are OpsoO-
lete, and @o not conforn to the rszality of eithesr our tasks Or of
our present press work,

The change in charactier of LABOR ACTION hes clso had a transe-
forming effect on the utilization of the paper by the branches and
comrades, Here sore statistics, vhich I reluctantly forego, would
be illuminating: on tle nanale orders of the various branches,

The mass distribut ions of the war years arae gone &and we would nob
revive thaa even 1if 1t viere ilnm‘clally possible, !¢ are not ex-
pecting to recruit average unpoliticalized though militant workers
vho are stirred by reac1ng Ltatlonul articles, anq who are ate
tracted to us bhecause we are ‘"geiting things done"” (or yelling to
get thinss dons ) in the brecad class strugple. e can expect to re-
cruit the more advanced, more politically cducated wiio can join us
on- tle basis of understanding oux diutinctive political character,
One of our best branchcs gets a bunidlle order of LA's which is
rractically insignificart; their utlllZPtlon of the paper is mainly
throush getting contacts, whom they are ensoged in politicalizing
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and educating, to subscribe. It is alons these lines that recruit-
ment is p0ssible fok us -- and elon; those lines it is possible ror

©s £0 recrult. sustanti 2lly. The final considoration flows from

i3 tww

.. (5) THE POLITICAL IPACT OF OUR PRESS. During the war years,

44 was a common coservagion on our part that a reader of LABOR |
LCTION could read the newspaper o the life of a 6 month sub wita-
out -learning or aebsorbing very wmuch about owr distinctive political
jdeas, It was our general concept that the interest and sympatly
+thus aroused agitationally would be the starting point for political-
jzing such readers through personal contact, This was in line wiih,
end of & piece with, the policy of mass distributions and mass sub
campaigns, .2nd ‘it was of a pilece with the agitational character cf
the ncwspaper., Iore important, it vas of a piece with our cOncep-

. _tion of the role of the party and Of national end even internation-

al polifical developments.

If it was not fruitrful, it was not because that policy vas
wrong in itself (so to .speak) but because our orientation .- as Ve
have since been emphasizing -- Gid not conform with the actual post-
var developments and our own forces. At this convention we are
proposing to make explicit a dif ferent orientation which is in clos-
er corrormity. But the same reasons, in my oOpinion, point to the
adaptation of our press in this direction also. Our press ought to
give its readers a more rounded education On our politics than is
to be gotten from reading the NI alone, or from reading LA alone,
Both types of material are needed if our press is to fulfill its
role -- fOr us, today, not for any old propaganda group in the ab-
stract ==~ Of recruiting, or helping to recruit, ’

. Oar readers of LABOR ACTION ought to be exposed to the kind of
political educational articles which appear in the NI. .Our readers
of the NI (and I em here particularly thinking of the circulation
of thé .NT on the campuses, among students) ought to be exposed to
tre kind of weekly analyses of national and labor politics that
appear in LABOR ACTION, And insofar as there is a wide area of
overlapping, as I have pointed out, there is still less reasoOn toO

¥ _.maintain the division between them,

T must repeat, at this point, to avoid misunderstanding, that
I am not laying dovn any automatic requirement for any propaganda
group, but am speaking of our concrete nceds and tasks now, There
may indeed well be propaganda groups whose resources, forces and
opportunities make a nsvspape r-magazine dual setup worthwhile and
fruitful in actual utilizetion, as well as materially feasible, I
éo not believe that is the casé with us, now, This is ‘indicated in
‘its oum wey by another example of "growing-together" of the NI and
"LA: their convergence toward approximately the same level of circu-
.lation, The dirference between the press run and circulation of
the two is amazingly small for anyone who persists in hanging on
to the abstract view of wint should be the difference between a
‘popular newspaper' ard a "theoretical journal,h '

o If that diffcrence doas not at lcast manifesf;itseifﬁinﬁthe
number of people reached by the respective channels of propaginda,

&~

“ha difficulties ‘of the dual setup are hardly repaid, And this
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31tu wtion is not due to the deficiencies of LAROR vhatever
those deiicizueies arg clairoda 0 bos 1% is dus natare OF
the pu’::'lik, we o can 'xop e reach ond inflatnee with our proonaganda
press, o can reach them nors (:”‘;Lcti*'ﬁl;; ani do & better nropaganda
job ¢cn shes with & single orcan in vhich cur rounded rolitical
iwmpact is consentraten ond vehind wh ich all the energies of the or-
genization can be rpuk, '

I,
“lhat kind of single public orsen shall this ©e? There are, of
course, the ususal number O wvariars, and I carnot here go into a
critical discussion of all of them, One of tiew, housver, descrves
g WCrd bacause it 1ops up freauently and becauss it is vhat I do
not wrant, ‘

This is the concepticn that ve ocught +to put out a publication
which is a kind of socialist version of the Lation or iievr Repuvlic,
For a party with suificient forces, such a publication mrnt be &
good thing as an addition to a nevspaper and theoretical Journal
(cf. the CPts NeW lasces for meny years)., Bus we are not talking
about that, Tre single propagsnda organ of our group shOula not
be a magazine for JntellecL,als pririarily.

I think we hava to0 b-“ voarry claar abous ‘c '0 srcteors we do nou
want to aim at primarily: (1) On 4:e one hard, She fawous Yavorags
worker," and (2) on the cther hang, sophisticeted politicos and the

intellectual perirheries of radicalism vhe are "intsrested" in fol-

)

lowing the radical movement. The audience we wvant t0 reach In the !
first place arc the ad.anced worke rs who &re interested in politics, o
and capable of being interested in cur politics. i

v, in fact, LAROR ALTIOH is pitched now, more Or less,

This is how, ,
I would not change this Tfor ®the wulk of the nrondsed oOrgan., There
is lovs of room for improvercnt cf the execution of this 2im (this

is beside the point at the moment) »ut this tymc of material would
be the hulk of the organ, - - 1

~ The question is: In what form shall this tyre of moterial be
combined with the articles of political and theorctical analysis
which noy go into the HI? I have pointed out avove that the gap
has beecie less and less, but it is there and should be theres The
first thing to decide, therelore, is";hfe format wnich can best
achieve this corbinasion, together with the internal orgenizaticn
of the orzan,

A coumbination of LA ur*u MI can best be achieved in the physi-

cal format cf 2 ma~rczine Veithier the Dlaniwit-size forrmas (of :
LA at present) nor 4 t»:s»loz_m-ne sspaner fommat ctuld successiully
integrate the HI maturial. Iven now, the long ("'hcu_ﬂ;h excellent)
articlos in LA analysi n:; impmortant political cvents (China, Tales- - 9

tine, .asiineton n»lans, etc.) scem out of tune with the foxmat of
a news 5“&‘.2«711. An article viiich talkes up most Oof a wnhole page of
LA weula %alie abhoub cur pages ol an NI-sizo mazazine; bHut in

LA it 1leroks lilke a solid masg of vrint, vhile in a masazine tormat
it Llooizs merely like 2 cshecial arti ole.  To mut it ancther ways

£n article -in LA which trajzes a half papge is a "long" article; in a
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magazine format it is'a "-nort’ article of twO paTeS.
. The noint here is not how to comnvert a "lons! article into a
Wenort" article without cuwting it, but to indicatc that only in a
ma:azihe forpmat can sore lonser articles be ugsed: (as we have to 4o)
wifhout cdetracting from the character Of the publication as a whole,
LABOR ACTION as it is now (and as it is essentially goinz t0 remain,
no matter vhat vlans are made Or resolutions passcd) is -~ from the
vievwpoint of the relationship betveen format and contents =- neither
fish, flesh nor foul; It is no% exactly & newspoper and it 1s
certainly not a magazine, Time ard again, it prints (and ought to
print) articles which are fully as long as many NI feature articles,.
but their publication in LA gives them willy-nilly an ephemeral,.
Journalistic character which detracts from the attention properly
paid them and from the ir readability -- and from treir dignipy, if--~
I may use that vord with the hope that it is urderstood in the

' prOper aye

This would be as true , Or even more true, for the articles ;
‘which now appear in the NI. The NI has built up a great deal of - -
‘respoct for itself as a vehicle for thought -provoking and: educatlion-
- gl political and theoretical analyses. I belicve that this can be
- preserved wvithout difficulty in the setup I propose, after the first
wrench Of the changs-over, cspecially with regard to0 title; Dbut it
is certainly not lightly to be throvm away; It is, hovever, -only
in the magazine format that it can De preserved. S

I pronose, therefore, a single organ physically made up like
the present NI in its essential Iormat -- let., 1magazinc slzCe

It is to0 be published wceklfy, as LA is at present,

*° It is %o ‘be” of 16 pages., (Phis is equivalent in paper 0 the
present LA or half of the present NI.) :

" At least two-thirds (say, 11 pzges out of the 16) is t0 con-
sist Of the same type of material which nov:.make s up LABOR ACT ION
w- .Organized somewhat dif ferently.

Each weekly issue will contain, as a special feature or de-
partrent, one article such as would otherwise have gone into-the
NI, (Haturally, there is no emphasis on the "one" -- it may vary,
depending on length, character, sabject, importance, etc.),

3%

3
ale
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There is noO Other publication I can point to as representing
fully the type of mublication the proposed organ vould be -- at
least without raising misconceptions. It certainly vould not be
accurate to call it a socialist version of Time Or Newsweck, thouzh.
it certainly would be a kind of sO cialist "mousmagazine” -~ in some-
thing 1like the sense in which LAROR ACTION itself at prescent 1s
an inconsistent kind of newsmagazinc, That is, we do not pretend toO
supply a digest of the weck's news for run-ard «redd  readers, -but. -
rathery a socislist analysis and corment ary on the week!s politics
and events, with special articles on the broader aspects 0i politics
toiay, -Thils is and has t0 DG oar .nLoraulag” - o 129‘
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: .. :
Let me try to convey a more vivid irmpression of vhat the bulk

of such cn orcan would navs to loor Like (withoub a spate of techniw-

cal édntails zsuch as the editor would tave $o counsiuer in execubing the

idea and giving it life), o

The makeup of LAH0N ACTION, as a nevspaner, enforces a itiscella-
neous frerni page -- and 2 “"lead." The malmun of the 1E! LITHRNA-
TIOH.L is meinly simnly one article after another, There is a broad
ficld in-between (Tirme, Newsweek, Business .‘eek, end a number of
other spscizl mwazazines illustrate in tnedir own vay the variables in
organizirg and livenirs up the intcrnal organizetion ¢f a type of
nevsna-czine). YUne characteristic of any type of newsmazazine is _
departmentalization of news, storieg or "thiniz-picces" under topical
groupings, Time and Hewsweel @0 tis in strictly fixed categories:
Wational 4f7fairs, ‘iorld Aliairs, Labor, Religion, etc,: but this
is cquite ummccessary for us, It voulg be cnouzh for us O group,
in flexzible topical groups, the rmaterial develening for each issue,
Most of the articles should not ‘be more than one page in length,
preferably (especially in the first half of the magazine ) with short
items breaking up the page, (lotes Most of the articles now printed
in LABOR ACTION are somewhat lonzer then this, but could profitably
be cut to this size; if it 1s not done now, the declsive reason has
been indicated == 'the "copy" problom,)

~
and is a hangover from an aziSational newspaper, eniOrced by the
newspaper format, That is the problem of the "lead" -- the most
prominent story on the front page (upper richt spot and main hoad-

v .
25 e . . R : c .

o

One thing will be eliminaled that ot rrosent is only a headache,
[3]
t

Nine times out Of ten, this story is not the most interesting
.thing in the paper; bubt only stories of a certain character (newsy,
even semi-acitational, ctc.) are fitted for usc in this spot,- ileek
after week, the hardes®t problem in petting ocut the current issue of
LA "is the guestion: Mdhat shall wo usc for tho tlead!?" The real
feature Of the issuwe may b2 an excellent Tsature on China, or the
UAY, or the Irgun, Or sorething clse, but as long as LA is even toO
create the illusion of keinm 2 nowspaper, thesec have to be. re jected
for the lead spot, and a thin picce on Truman's latest speech em~
ployed instead. Iverveone actually involveaed in the production of
LABOR ACTION feels tnis stronglys the "1-ad" pronlem is en artifi-
cial one, required only by the newspapcr format and not by our neceds
or aims Or appcal. I midws be willing to give odds that the “"lead"
story is ucually the on2 least rcad in the paper,

Even the newsmagazines which 40 pretend to digest the week!s
news (Time, liawsgweelr) are not thus boeund, nor do they have this
hangovc- 1rom tne recuirements of a éaily newopaper, Their “cover
story" (nevsmaczazine equivalent of the '“l-oad") zocs far afield in-
decd. Icr us it would be cdeterminced by the political interest of
the sicry for owr nrojected audience end not by artificial consider~
ations, - '

I will hcre have t0 leave 50 the ima~ination of the cowrades:
the nossibilitics of lweodlines, cubs, viztures, ctver, columns,
etc, in maling such en orcan ths wind of "socialict nevemasznzine
PLUS" that it can be, on the basis of the mterial that at prescent
go2s -into hoth LABOR ACTIVN and ‘wifm dX=! INTTRUATIVIIAL, ’
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. (1) Price? This can be docided by itself, but tkpre is Oba.
viously no problem since the cost to us of rubllsnlnc such a 1l6-
rage veekly organ would bz the same as the rresent LABOR ACT IVW,
LA sells for 5 cents, and at cecrtain sub rates, A magazine, even
a l6-pager, for 5 cento would Indeed, be unusual tecdayl But pre-
cisely for that reason, it might be edvisable- to sell for 10 cents,
which would be-’ finanowally advanuageous also. I mention thils only
becayse the guesticn of price invariably arises ds soon as the
proposel is made-' vhatever the decisiOn, the - advantages of the -
choice are on Our side. : o

.. " (2) Distribution end Sales. LABO° ACTION at present is not
.often used for give-away distribution, . In any case,, theé -point made
atove Oon cOst means that any exceptional.free diStPlquion, or - ~
sample give-aways, is exactly as feasible as nov. The orOpnsea Or-
.gan could be sold as successfully as the present LABOR ACTION, at
meetings, etc, I will ferbear arguing heré that it could -be sold ™
"mOre casily than a four-page newspaper, including sales. at. union . -
meetings, etc,, provided one doOes not think in terms 0f mass-sales. ~=
and these are not the terms of the present LLBOR ACTIUN elther, nOr
our ex ipectations for it . i . k ,

But the most important utilization of our press at the present
time is in the cducation and politicalization of workers whom we . -
contact, our- SyﬂDGthlZ”Po, Oour periphery, shop mates and fellow.
union medbars who can be approached politically. ‘And this mgans.
getting them t0 subseribe. (I have mentioned ahove that, not in

. mur pnorer” branches but in our best branches, this is indeed the
~main role of our prress, specifically LABOR ACTION.) .And it .is pre-
:cisely in this respect that the proposcd change w0u1d mean mOst.

(3) What] Give Up the NI?" Ve will, I suppose, be glv:!.ng
up the nape , since I go 1ot imaoane that the name "New International"
could be used for the name ©OFf the propcsed Organ., But it would be
quite foolish to look upron this in the sam way as, for example, .
the question would appear to0 Collierl!s or Time Or other big-~time
magazine; 'whose name "is rart of its built-up stock-in-trade and .
selling potential. The fact is that quitec apart from the present
proposal, if we were to changs the:narg of the NI to something else
‘right now, that in itself vould nct 10se us a single readern; -and
in four noatpﬂ the rew name would have exactly the same plqce,-ggi*f
the WIt s-c:*vfnv a3 does the NI vow, That is a fact that is-.
due to Lhe rrésent size ana chnaracter 0f the NI's rcadership, The
EurOp:an socialists (not to speak of cur heme circulation) who look
eaperly to the NI nov would look just as cagerly to:the new .organ,
end - Or the sawe rcasons, They are going to nave fo get-used t0 a
new name for ouyr group, if tle IC proposal . on uhut carrics; the .
time t0 male Otle? similar changes. in our "face! is at the saue - time,
nov, not separately. vithout necessarll" dero; atln" reasons Of
sentirent and continuity for maintaining the name WET INTE VAT IOYAL,
such can hardly weidh in the balance as against the material cone
SiUb“&+10nu and our nceds which. I urge.; S

(4) Dut will the role OP the U1 be 103t9 ‘ The'prOpo«éd organ
will car»y vach waek nn”"ﬁ qeﬁbu)n" (qﬂ to n;wak) 01 4<hH P"E%US ag



-the advanced section of tre mazazine, weelly, 0 fulfill that role,
The ouly ¢Cnerats guestion involved 10 trqt of cpace, It niey come
as a surpriss tO realize that ndt much is Iost sven in space,

Tke NI, for the past two ycars, has published nine iscues a
ear, Thirty of its pages are available for text. This makes 270
ages Over the y:ar :

In a weekly magazins, devoting five rages to the "NI secction"
would meean 260 pages Over the ycar -- almoOst exactly as much, Dut
even this d®s not tell the whole story, bscause of +the fair amount
of overlapping between LA and NI ma%terial (especially when 1% conmes
to "Hotes OFf the I'onth," vhich indecd ought to appsar more frequent-
ly than it has) and also when the pz zes cevOted to ook reviews are
taken into consideration, Even if the "NI section" were to averape
only 4-1/2 rages (234 pages Over the year) Or even 4 pages (208
a year), I doubt very much whether we will find NI material crying
for publication with no place tc go,

&nd if this proolem ever does arise, its solution is also very
simples it may be a special issue of 24 pages for one week; Or a
. supplement; Or a quarterly supplement.,.. but this question is

;completely theoretical at the present time. '

Iiore imporfant in my mind is the fact that the proposed Oréan
would, every week, pro sent oun redcer~01rcles with the type of
prOpaganda ard polltlcal education vhich now is dlvided between two
dif ferent publications, and which belong together for our total
political impeact.

Such a publication, with the undivided drive Of the Organiza-
tion behind it, could ks mede the really out standing Or gan of
socialist oklnlon anc anzlysis in this counu”y, far beyond the
potentialities of either LA or NI taken by theuselves, with their
delimited spheres,

# i+ #
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. ‘TRADE_TITION RESOLUTION

Ly

. (1) Intimicdated by the Taft-Hartley Law and loath to strike
because of its seeming uselessness in the.face of tho rising cost
of livirg, the union mevement,-hsaded by its consecrvative lecadere
ship, turred to political ection in mid-1948, The re-eleoction of
Truman, due in large measure to the activity of tho laver wmovewment,
~perticulerly the CIO, was the unexpected result,. It marks a stem-
ming of the eonservative attack end a further small but definite
qualitative change in the evoluiicn of the-consciousness of the
lebor movement, a change teward increasing politicalizaticne-

Erratlc though this developtent has been since the end of
World Viar II, several milestones along the way ean be indicated;
the Reuther slogan of “"Wage Increeses without Price Rises" and its
corollaery, "Open the Books}", the G contract embodying the sliding
scale of wages, the ircreasingly vocal sentiment for a labor party,
and a growving uneasiness.over t$the end results of an unrestricted -
campalgn against the Stalinisgts. :

(2) Following the victery of Trimbn a subsiding of the labor
party sentiment was inevitabls, ¥ortunately, howvever, even ruch of
the official lahor leadership is mainiaining an abtitude of watche
ful walting tovard tlhe Lruign acalnisiravion, despite tho general
surge of confidence which swept labor's panks after the clection,

In fact, the CIO's PAC end the AIL!s LLPE, far from being liquidated,
epe being extended, = - - :

- (3) VYhatever the hopes of the labor bureaucracy for an "easy"
solution, or vhatever the good intentions of Truman asd other Demoe
crats, the evolution of the United States econouy and the develop-
ment of the international sitwtion will not permit the maintenance,
not to speak of the expansion, of the cwurent standard of living of
the working class, Already "overproduction' in textiles and

- electrical equipment is an early warning that, as in the peried

1037«1941, full employment can be sustained only by conversion te
armaments production., Such procductien will be hizhly inflatlonary,
for the dimensions of the contemplated United 3tatese Russian vapy
will in &l likelihood not permd:t such expansion of the civilian
component of production as was pessible in World Vap II,

The speed of this developmest is net easily predictable, dee
pepdlps as it does upon multiple factorseenot the least of which ig
the attituyde of the United States labor movement itself, particulare
1y in respect to the creation of. a labor rarty. But the inflatlone
ary trend is obvious, despite “hatever temporary lulls may be ine
duced Dy an easing of international tensions or by other factors,
These lulls can iIn turn create dissatlsfaction because of the unene

. ployment which may well accompany deflationary mgvements, - Disillue

sicyg 1s bound to follow, even thouzh the 8lst Cepggress will ine

dubitably restere, if in unstable and abridged fgrm, some of tho

rights which labor lost dwlng the tenure of the last Conpgress, .An

€lemontal tagk few eyr mombership in the unions is to resist tend??
. 1.0
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encies by tho labor burenucracy to ~omprom1se on this igsue,

.. (4) At present, hcweVer, there is no clearly.defined movement
'~ for a labor rarty. One section of %£rz labor leadership is flirting
- with sune idea of. captwine the Dewoeratic Tarty, emothisr would lile
the lebor riovement te constitute itself as ths 1oft ving of the

Democrctic Party, another wants to crntinue t} sanc general tolicy

of ercorsing Democratic. or Re ru%chan candida s, anotainr vold 1like

'to bquJ a lsbor rerty, Thke first task of 0": werbsrein thé unions
to strengthen thre sonnimoat fer tne delQl 1 of a labor party

basna Prlﬁ arily on the uwlnnu.
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~..* 1In cases wlere labbnls inter?oltior 1n the 9100
‘bakes ofrer forms, 1t shall be the d;zy of our membe -
large tre independent character of such a wevemert, 2s wel its
interral democracy, its mass base, and tre militency of its presrem,
The exect extent ard craracter of our participation in such moverents
can be 6301ded only vwren they achieve more palpable form., A primery
step is to call for delegated local, state, and nationzal conventions
©of PAC and LLPE to determine policy. This peoliey- can be summed up
in the slegan: "Build labor's indeperdent electoral rmachinel®
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-« (BY Tnough the immediate pest rorxod has committed lebor
““more strongly than ever to pplitical action, a major ficla of vork
for our pariy still remaing that of vagos end woriking conditions,
Here tle dominant present fact i1s infletion. Uhilc advncating the
-credtion of a lebor rerty as a necessary pel.otical wearen agains A
nflation, we ruct supplerent this]u:zz economic domande. The 1prce-
. 8ent disineclination of the vworkins class to.ourlke for wage increases
*. which are.immediatély swellowed up by rising prices is apparent.

v

.

. The Gl ulldinﬁ scale of wages, vhile rerresentinr an advance
in thinking on Le_vage issue, has »roved in rractice to have these
defectss (1) It tacitly assumcs the adequrcy o f tie 1948 standarad
of livirng and frecezes the viorker at that level, (2) it was based
-upon 1rabcuratp Burecau of' Labor Statistics fis urc , ard (3) it cusbs
wages when tle cost of living droro-—a fact vilch 1s currently cans-
ing d¢iscontent in UAY ranks. Our azitation should cencentrate
upon wrat e have always considered tie superior prosran, npu*"m 's
1945_proposal of "age Increases without Prise Rises' and ita nover
ful-cerollary of "Gpvu the Beolms!¥ "Similerly, the slozan of a
guaranteed antrual vage eliminates meny of ths disehilities inheront
in the sliding scale ¢f ;a@es propesal, S

The airrent trend tozard pension plans, ”ﬁ%pl nlization pro-
grams, anc social security r“onouals a8t be supported, both fow
trelr prractical results and Ier their educatieonsl value in under-

. liningz the nerzative social role of bi:s buriress eud the prositive
- soci al role which shoyld uC ~assumed by the lehor ro" ement, (Surh

_--plano should be Tinerccd out of corﬂowe tien rryofiit should aim-*o
be on an industry-vide bqﬂio as in _{ho vIn, fhonld provi(ie for in-
creasas in the coot of living and, wmest impertant of all, chiould o

under uniown control. It should be bomé. in mlna thot spscial Crit -
onnstances at any given nmeuent may comnel o unien o vork tovaras
. an indus try-wicde aLPCG“EHE throu:h & “ﬂruue*x of vackzling one cor-
IR popathn‘Or ons section of an 1nnurtrv at & time, -
- o 296




Attempts to have these welfare proposals considered as substi-
tutes for wage demands must be opposed, From the point of view of
the over-zll welfare of tfp viorker tle two' types of denands are in-
terdependent.‘ !

Otrer trends Wchh must be combatted are the speed-up, which is
particularly pronounced in the auto industry, the arbitration of
wages isswe s, as recently occurred in the textile industry, and a
general complaccncy vhich is settling over the labor movement,

This latter is noticeable in the (often dishonest) ascribing of
militant actions such as picket lines ard demonstraticns to Com=
runist ideology, to some alien influence, thereby casting suspicion
uron all proposals for aggressive action, obscuring, in the process,
the great native militant trade union tradition of this country.
The war and post-war generation needs a good education in United
States labor history.

/-

(6) An integral part of the fight against inflation is the
struggle against the war preparations. The standard of living of
the working class cannot be maintained with an increasingly large
sector of production being diverted to war production, whose in-
evitable end is a catastrophe of unparalleled horror. As against
an armaments program we must counterpose demands for housing,
socialilzed medicine, and the expansion of educational facilities,
Cbjections to these demands based upon steel shortages (to cite one
example ) permit the introduction of. proposals for nationalizing the
steel industry or for government construction anéd ovnership of
steel plants -- this latter a proposal which even Truman has been
forced to play with, Similar dcmands for nationalizing industry
emerge from the Reuther housing plan. ¥e must oppose conscription,
against which there can now be advanced particularly good econoiilc
arguments, in addition to the normal political ones.

Part of the war drive by the government and its business back-
ers is the present campaign against the Communist Party. ‘/ithout
lessening ocur attack agzinst the Stalinists, we must point out the
reactlonary significance of the government'!s drive against the

"reds" hich, in the name of a struggla against Comrmnism, will
move on to an attack azainst all union rights. This does rot mean
that we must change our general--thoush not invariable-~orientation i
of working in the anti-Stalinist caucuses. The past period--most
strikingly in the case of the UAW and the UE--has demonstrated the
correctness of our attitude. It does mean that we must scek to
create a differem tiation within the anti-Stalinist caucuses bhetween
the actual and potential militants and the ratriots, ACTU (which
has furnishsd a good dezl of the leadership in the anti-Stalinist
struggle ) and elements o the risht of even ACTU, ile rust bend
every effort to aid in creating a militant leadersnip based upon a
progressive program and surpported by an informed and active member-
ship. Simultaneously, we must seek to win over the many cood ele~
ments in the Stalinist caucuses who are ettracted to them by their
current pseudec-militant line, vhich ultimately rests upon a desire
to embarrass United ouateu forﬂlmn pelicy and not upon a wish to
benefit the working clas

The viar drive will force most of the non-Stalinist labor leador-
Shlp more and more into the war pattern, of which the attack against

4,2-9'7
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the 3talinists is the first step. The labor leadership will once
agein be asked to zive a no-strike pledge, endorse incentive pay,
and more~-much more, The qusstion of union demouracy, alays a
problem (particularly in the AFL and in scme sections of the C10),
does not .occupy first place in the thinking of 2 majority of worke
ers today But it is an isswe which, under the impact of the war
drive, Wlll becorme & burning one, ‘e rust carefully guard and ex-
tend the democratic traditions of the United States labor movement,
beginning now with the attacks against the Communist Party, in
which the labor bureaucracy is playing a leading role, ncarly always
on an unprogressive basis,

Yie must also oprose the creenirg campalgn bewng vvaged against
civil liberties by means of loyalty purges, glilt by assnclation
FBI ané Lrmy and Havy In‘elll"ence 1ntewventlon in union affalrs,
wire -bapping and other mreasures vhich smack of the totalitarian
state, ‘e must help to re-establish the right tc the holding of
all polltloal opinions within the 1labor movement vithout dlscrimina-

tion and not excluding +he Communist” Party.

-

~II¢

(1) The first step tovard implementing this program must bve
the reconstitution of'+he national labor committee of the *“lorkers
Party on & functioning Lasis., The responsibility for the operation
of this cocmnittee “111 in the first instance, reside with the
Political Ccmmittee, but it can be sustained only by the cooperaulon
and the initiative of the branches and  individual comrades in the
fiold, v _ . -

. (2) The national labor committee will provide year-round giid-
ance of the trade union work based upon the followving conceptions:

: (a) The new orientation of the party does not mean a
slackening off of our trade union work. On the contrary, our analy-
sis of the probable genesis of the labor party movement gives the

" trade union viork greater importance than before. \Vork in the unions

must remain the main axis of our activity. Ye must seek to involve
the maximum possible number of comrades in such work and attempt to
establish concentrations in selected plants where vie now have either
isolated inaivicduals (many times in excellent positions) or no
comrades at all, : o .

o (b) In the coming prriod we must incrcase our political
proparanda in the shops, though, as we have already indicated, not
to the erclusioen of demanmis based on wages and working conditions,
This is dlctated to us by a number of rfactors: (1) our role as a
prOpahanda group, particularly in raespect to labor party and anti-
war pronaganda, (2) the modest size oi our forccs, which mandates a
husbanding of- time and enecrgy, and (3) our aim to recruit advanced
elements, which in many cases--notably in the UAlW~-cannot be done

~on the trade union level of consciousness since such elements are as

a%illed as ve are in practical trade union work and since, in any

event, trade union problems are increasingly becaming political ones.

As an immdiate step, LABOR ACTION, which en joys excep-
tional status amoung advanced elements 1n +ho ymion movement, must
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achieve the larger circulation that-its unique character and its
‘possivilities warrant. It shall be the tasi of the Political
~Coumittee to devise and prosecute a . prosgram for incresasing the num~
ber of chop readers of LABOR ACTION, The same is true, in one
denrce or another, with our ofther party literature,

As before, our comrades must participate in the normal
routine of union life, firmly mcinteining a just preportion ne-
tvreen the minntiae of that life and the larger prepaganda aims ve
are seeking to serve on a modest, possible scale..

o ‘ (c) n the past period there has developed a tendency

. among our comrades to accept relatively high offices in union and
"4in area bodies, Yhile in the next pericd such posts can prove of
value, =specially in initiating labor par%ty sentirent, the closest
serutiny must be given to each concrete opportunity.which 1s pre-
sented to us., Though we cannot lay drwm a blanket prchibition,
this tendency must,-in general, be discouraged, for in the past
-period the results have bezn 4the following: isclation from a mass
base, tapering-off of our political prepaganda, failure to recruit
_or even to establish a circle of worker sympathizers for the
party, and alienation from the party propers, -

N (d) We must continue our efforts to recruit from the

.. shop, It is unquestirnabliitrue-that our failure to grovw is pri-
. marily based upon objective conditiens, by which we mean: (1) the
prasent high level of employuent, (2) the traditional political
backwerdness of the United States working class, (3) the pervasive
influence of Stalinism, and (4) the anti-radisal drive of tho

. government, which is achleving its intention of making workers
'wary of radical parties,

But it is impossible not to feel that, given all this, we are
not exploiting the possibilities which the dynamics of the domes-
tic situation (and to a lesser degree, the international one) af-
ford us, It is obligatcry upon every individual and branch to
reassess our recruiting techniques from the point of view of the
direct, personal, sustained and political =ffort to recrult
"workers Lo our movement, and, once recruited, to hold them. The
recruiting of a few informed vorkers to our party, bringing to us
a measure of the combativeness, confidence, and strength walch
thev have so abundantly demonstrated in the post-war years, wvould
go & long way toward restoring the flagging vitality of some
sections of our party. '

POLITICAL COMMITTEE

R
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- RESOLUT 103 O TOADE UKION QUEST IO
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I, = DOES LARUR STANUD TUDAY?

The labor movement in the U S. rarticularly the CIO has re-~
-cently passed *hraigh a period of exaltation Over the part it played
in tnw defeat Of the Republican PQ“+J ard the clection ¢f Presi-

. dent Trumen, J'hz.s, exaltation and enthusiasm was expressed in the
:phrese, "We won," Uhat the.labor lcaders riean by this is that Or-
ganized labor won, that the victory of Trunan end the defeat of
‘Dewey could nOt have been achieved without the planned and Organized
"detailcd and persistent BCul"Lt" of suzh Orgenizations as the PAC

‘,and the AFL-LLPE.

After the elections and in preparation for the Opening of the
8lst Conﬂre 8, Organized lebOr besan t0 turn its attention t0 Or-
ganizing 1ts program for the coOnsideration of Congress, This labor
program presumably was £0 be based on all the varied experiences of
labor and the working class over the past few years: the war years
and the pOst-war experierces. ‘/fhat were these experiences? First
of all, the whole Of the working class is fully aware that labor
pernitted itself to becOw Pﬂmﬁohed in surport of thre Second I~
perislist ‘/ar, and the "foreign-policy of the Pre 31dont (Roosevelt),'
Labor had permitted the union bareaucracy t0 give & no-strike:
pledge in its name without first sceking the permission of the
union nembership,

The reward given 1labOr after the war by the capitalist ruling
class {Oor its suppOrt ard coOlleboOraztion dur.Lnb the war was the
Taft~Hartley Act, the mOst reactionary legislation enacted in the
United States since labor Organization had bewr lesalized., AlsoO,
the capitalist ruling class persisted in its program for ever
higher prices, the pegging Of viages, OppOsition to Yederal Housing
end tle ever-recurring demard for injunctions from the Federal
courts .

The Goveﬁnnent burecaycracy, on its rart, also sought injunc-
tions and ot them. The {ruman government threatened to0 use the
troops to run tle treins anfd the merchant marine, This gOvernment
initiated the indictment of the UMJ/A ané sat in at its conviction,
Furthem:Ore, in the words of Philip Hurray, the Truman goveﬁnmcnt
program fOr alding the peOple was merely ”quaC{ redicine "

: Viorkers were confuced and bow ] dered by the developments wWhich
confronsed thelr Organizations follO'LW‘Ipn wvar in vich they had
given suppOrt t0 the GOJernment and the emplOyszrs. The trade union
leadersinip was not much help because ’Lhev vere ousy trying t0 main-

tain tifcir leadership and control, The strikes for a year follow-
ing tre var were Organized and ccntrolled comnletely from the ton

'anm ir. the most bureauwcratic manner. There were '"national w ze
patte Lho" govornment rcimulas for wage inereases, The labor lcad-
ershilp uoually accepted the- governm~nt avrards,

- . Lt the first OpDOPtunltj for registering its oOpinion at the
polls, the 1946 Congress Pnal elections, lubor £Ound itself_without
‘ 2300
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even the political leszdership wiich was in cvidence abt the Presi-
"denticl clection twe ycars wefore, ihe PAC had =211 buat lefit the
field, Thno clections were an oviriheluin: V1ctcrv for the Kepublle

can Party which assurned contr»el of Con~ress, Thi:c Republican vice

tory ond the attitude of Truman crceted a situation berdering.on . -

~panic in the ranks of the labor burecaucracy. As for the ranii and
file, it only imew that labor was on the defensive and not in posi-
ticn %o do much fignting,

‘Labort!s leadership, hcwever, had really learned nothlnv from
its many unfortunate ey eriences with the "fr-endu of labor" in
Conrzress and the white Ho uoe. Lven after the pascage of the vicious
Taft-Hartley Act and the thrcats of Truman to use the ammed forces
to broair strikes, the leaders of lsber were prepared to fall in be-
hind the ar preparsation plans of the ruling class, thé Government
anti-Stalinist drive and as one fuvther act of homage to the capi-

talist raling class, to hblock all moticn toward independent politic-

al action and to order labor to go out arnd win for the Democratlc
Party in the 1948 elections,

" The - 1abor 1ead sn;p ‘with no program of its own Ln connection
Vlth militerism, war m eparations, Stalinism and U, S. imperialism,
is forced always to take its lead from the bourgeoisie and ibts .-
government at YYashington, When the U.,3, and Ruscsia were allies'
during She war, the trade unicn Yureesucracy and the Stalinist
bureaucrats were allies, Vhen the 2llisnce between Russia and the
U.S. w7as broken, the trade uniocn lfaaershxp began a campaign to
"drive the cormunists from the unions," VWhen the ERP.was announced
"and the law passed, the trade unicn offict aluom agcepted it wiithout
a questicn and. onlvv cemanded that the labor movement, that is, the
bureaucr"cy, have a seat on ERP boards avd~committees. ' '

Thl contlnued polltlcal baavruptc" of the trade union command
has not tendéd to clarify the issues berfore :labor or -to aid the
workling class in combattlng its engriles, The. Covernment proceeds
apace W1uh its war plans, The. bourgecisic holds-on to its plans to

squeeze out the last ounce of profit and to hold wages low enough
to accomplish its alms.

23

g
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Botb labor fedoratlons hqvc proxrams. The leading aspect of
their prowraﬁo right nov is ﬂfwahdlnw that 'the Truman government
carry out ‘its."campaign promlnog.“‘ Tre ch.ief demand, of course,
is for the reptal of the Taft-Hartley law, Each f{ederation plans
also to continue its pelitical .organization, - Beth are novw gngaged
in ﬁlSCJSSlOﬁo on vays and means oft ca“rvlrv on year-round aotlv1tv
anrd 1n nfﬁnuration 01 _the 10 0 .Conzre lonal nloctlons.

“The 1abor 1eadoru forget or w1lfu11y ignore the fact that

they Nave no machinery. today. for b*lnglnr prosswre either on Cone
gress or on Truman, that is, not at least for two yvears, Thay have
only the wqannﬂry vtlch they used o:xec ively to put thnl7emocrﬁt-
ie Party ‘in orfice, This machinery was nerely a vote-gettu;g me =
chanism which the btrade wiion bureaucrats put at the servieé of . the
- Democrats every four years, ,Itd name should be Labor!'s Organiza-
tlen for the Election of Ehe cgmel--al,oh, Put’ Up by the"Democratic
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qu**f snd the Defest of Those Put Up by the Republican Party, This
Ould b2 8 truthiful cdescription 0i the functitns Of the PAC and the
LLPE, v

Ly s trae that hoth the CIV and AFL are Orp'm: ing and per-
foctiny political mwachinzs styled after the LoOurgeOis politlcal
sachinss Of the Republican and DerOcratic Parties., AlsC they plan
£0 ecarry Oon podliticel activity all yoar 'roOund in the manner Of the
two ooy italist p011 ical machines. There is noO question that this
aetivii w7ill be efficlently Or-anized and Operated., These ma-
chines will also be bureauc atically Opperated. There will be no
semblance Of demOcratic cOutrol Or cven demOcratic representation
from the general meibsrship, -

This attitude On the part Of the bureaucracy is rOOted of
cOurse, in their class cOllghOration, The cOncrets appllcation of
class c0llahOration in this cOnnectiOn is the attitude Of the labor
bureaucracy that there shall be no independent pOlitical action by
laboOr; that is, noO lebOr party. AlsO the bureauvscracy dCes not
100k kindly On any Organization Of wOrkers which would mgke mOre
difficult the cOomplste dOmination Of labOr by the burcaucracy, The
bureaucracy 1is astute enduch t0 knoy that the mere process of get-
“ting a labOr party started would recguire the demoOcratic participa-
tion Of masges Of wOrkers, would release the wOrkers from the-hold
exerciscd by the leadership in the ecOnonic Organizations and bring
a new leadership t© the fore from the ranks Of labOr, AlsO, the
- bureaucracy fear that any freedOn acquired by the wOrkers in a }
pllitical directi®n woOuld als® give the liar ust., L,m..d:car- frmedom of
prOPananda in the ranks of labor. : : ’

Both ’che CIOand AFL Or - 'm ized and perfect thelr bureaucratic
pOlitical rachines, They will be called "labOr's pOlitical arm."
This vill nO" be true , hOorever, EOth the CIUand AFL machines will
be Only bigrer amd better cOmmittees for the electiOn of "the friends
of 1labOr’ and the defeat Oof "the encmies Of labor," Both the
"friends" and the "enemies" will cOme from the capitalist ruling
class, as heretofcre.

Tho' twro macnines will be wOrldng class Only in cOmnOsition,

In program ard Orientation they will be bOurgeOis-demOcratice Thoy

will have not Only the struc*‘u“e of " the Capluallut partiecs but also
the basic pr Ogram Of the capitalist parties. IdeOlOgically these
machines will be morely a sOp% 00 loft winsg inside the DemOcratic
" Party. Ibs functiOn wwill boe t° proect the LemOcratic Party frQum
thke assarlts Of the f‘mubllc an Party, tO0 retain tha DemOgrats in
office and@ t° keer n»-soure On the ')c 10cratic Party gOvarnment 0

adopt labirls trade unitn PEOFTram .

- These trade unioOn poOlitical machines cann® be cOnsidered a
stop in the direction of indepemdent political action., Theip chief
functi®n 1S t© serve 8s a brake On the moOvement tO 1ndapanﬁemu
pOlitical action. The bureaucrats funct iOn here exactlyiad they do
"in connection with the ecOndmic demuards 01 the woOrkers ip the unions,
mxej khow that they must get something fOor thc membership t9 keep the
ranks in lipe and t0 maintain the ip leadership, Therefore the laad-
ershlp bargain with the e™ploy~rs; sOmetimes militantly,someblme
hat in hend, udsually without th€ demOcratic participati®n of the
membership. ‘ T 9302-




"friendly Conaressmen,

)

fis 1obOr pOlitiecal lcaders the burcaucracy Operates similarly.
The meascs are groping torard working class pOlitical actifn, .
Again they must be kept in hand 07 30 get Out Of hand in pOlitical
thinking .is far wOrse than in ecOnfmic actifn. That 1Is v Opse for
the 1lehOr burcaucracy. ience the trade unio leadership places 1t
self On tOp O tha formont and Organize "labOrts pOlitical mechine o

Again they 20 hat in h%nd, this time t© the i/hite HOuse and toO

LabOr is ripght vhere it was before the election, "Ue won" but

‘we canls cOunt Our profits yet. Trumen still has the pOver t0 de-

..

mand injunctions., The cOurts are ready £0 srant InjunctiOns freely.

The capitalist emplOyer ic set against anOther “round" Of wage in-

creascs, Ths capitalist ruling class still has it within s ptwer
£0 hile prices and prOfits. The CGOvernment remains the creature
and the servant Of the bOurgefisic. ILabOr has nO weapOn and nO
authOrity with vhich to0 halt and defeat the ruling class in its
strides into the Third Imperialist ‘/ar. LabOr should ask itself;
YWhat Gid we win last November 2nd?"  LebOr is in pOlitics, but as
the vater bOy Of the DemoOcratic Party. Tor

Lab Or must have its Owm papty. The wOrlcers are ready fOr in-
dependent pOlitical actiOn and the . formation Of a mass labOr party,
Tt is Only the leadership end a minOrity of reactiOnary workers
whO are OppOsed t© tre labor party. Vhile it is nOt thoroughly un-
derst0od, the notion of independent pOlitical actiCn by labor 1is
weli develOped, The chief &hing lacking is suffic ient Marxist
forces in the uniOns to0 devel©p the sentiment t0 the proper climax,

" or the .alsemative of one of the laboOr bureaucrats, fOor his Ovm Or

unknom reasons, toO decide tO raise the bannor Of the labor party.
The sbsence Of either Of these alternatives throws the matter into
the lap Of those militants whoO favor independert pOlitical action
and who sre ready t0 act, These militants can and should form
small but definite labor party grOups and becOme centers for the
prOpagation of labOr perty sentiment apd education, The WP can 40
some of this. There is no need nar f@ any gradualist approach to
the 1l& or.party question. This may have been a2 justified course
ten years ato but not now, With what labor has already learned
through practice, the propaganda of the 1Marxists ard the successes
of the British Laber Party, laboer!s political imorance is not as
extensive as ten years ago. To tale a gradualist position or a
comproriise posit ion is only to tail end the trade leadership or to
bhecome collaborators with this leadership in retarding the coming
of the labor party. ' : :

. . { '
_ Before this 4 tuation can be corrected it will be negP=gary
for tle renks of the unions. to assert themselves and demand. full
democratic rights for the trade union membership.. This 1s fst the
condition today in the unions, The rerbership does not meke fde-
cisions on important and decisive issws, This is true in lower
bodies and at the mtional conventions of the federations thsta few
hollov dewocratic forms are hauled out for display bubt an§.genuine
democvatic procedure and discussion are circumvented by the 'rules’
of the conventicn and by decrees from the chair,



The union riembership has t
will be impossiile for the u
Ty

t ated tris situation fer toe long,.
they can held witnout opening up

ary farther pre:ress
cle lavneor wmeversent to
rd irec discuscicon of =11 1 estions. let only the
+ ané Tfreest Giscussion hut M1l and free oprortunity of the
shir ‘ the guestion. fieht new there can bo
16 prolonged discussion in a CIO convention of the resolution
on YPhilip lLiurray" but not of the resolution on "Political Aetion,"
Rvary Seleate s “he opportuniiy to particinote in the applause
for osustice Douclas but not te pub in a minority resolus ion, IZvery
dele -tz has the opnortunity to serve on A counilt tee to escort sone
~priess or rehbi to the platform, but not te express nils point of
view and have it freely voted on,.

rearbershin 0 vote and decife the £

The AFL is far worse than the CIO. It is more effectively
bureaucratized. Its leading burecaucrats aie older, heve been at
the job longer and have a mere favorable situation cue to the com=-
position and structure of the AFL craft unions.

, It is imperative that tle. ranks of the AFL and CIO both begin
asserting themselves in the direction of opening up the unions to
democratic and free discussion and decision by the lower units,
‘ghat is by the locals, It is mxcessary for a struggle to be ini-
fiated for havinz the wa jority of the delezates in the conventlions
come frorl the reaniks do'm in the locals, This is necesszary even ir
a total rcevision of the method of clecting delegates 1s required,
- This is imperative if the complete bureauc ratization of the labor
. movenent is to be avoided,

This free discussion and dscision by vote of the entire meme
bership shculd annly te such cusstions as the celling of strilces,
ending strikes, wage proposals and agreenents, political action,
support of candidates, atbitude torard the ERP, universal military
training, government war policy, labor on governmment boards, etcC.
Authority sheuléd not be dols zated %ic executive bosards to settle
such issves. It goes without sayinz that if any execusive board or
officcr shovld usurp such authority, such officer or board sheuld Ve
thoroughly rebuked by the meubershipe.

This is 2 bare esgential if the labor moverent and the vioriing
class are to mature and really become vhat labor should beccories
This will not only be of tremendous educational value to laver but
it will sl so increcase self-resncct and compctence, Suck a step is
necessary in the interest of efficiency; both political and orfani-
zational,

Wiig von," ~= frr the Democratic Party. Tris is now ,5aid to
be the some thing as winning for labor, for the verking trtass, This
propacanda -is put faward not only o repuler leber Dewcerhis but
also Dy ambitious persens who Geserted the sociallist modement to
join the Roosevelt rovoluticon, These people and soie of Wheir dupes
seem to heve the belief that the Democratic Party was cgptwved by
‘1luhor last Lovembor. Thoy will soen discover the opposite; that is,
that the lehor mevemens was captured by Truman and HeGragh

Phero 1s no one in ths top Lleadership of the union fodfy who
' T304



can be depended on to take any indep endent stand for 1ndependen’c
political action., This was demcnssroted at the last €IO convention
in the cowardly conduct of Emil Mazey arcund the so-called resolu-
tion con pelitical action, Mazey, an outsnokin pro: agonist of in-
depenient political action for a year before the conv ention, folded
up co.: )l"tely at Fortland and resorted to the usual "radical’® dema-
rozy ¢f those vhose politics is compounded of bombast, subm:L sive-
ress and holding on to one's place on the payroll,. '

" . These who are porsuaded of the corx rnctne s of the labor party
notion tust carry the banner of the lebor party, not.of the PAC, the
LPEL or of that mwly constructed political wraith known as 1 abop g
polltlcal ‘machine ," For labor really to nake progress politically
vkat i3 roquired 1s just the kind of campaign vhich brought the ...
CIO into being. The CIO cculd never have been  bom by a. series of .
side hops and 'retreats, no matter how clsver, It was a move too
big ard too decisive in the evolution of the . 1abor .movement to be
formd from-continual shiftings and. slogan grlnding. The real de-
lineation of the industrial union concept did not come until Lewis.
took the lead with the necessary and correct singleness of purposes, .
to form industrial unions. The objective’ ccnditions were mature .
andthe sentiment was t here among the mass of mass production workers,
Similar conditions exist today in connection m.th the labor party,
Objective conditions are meture and the ranks .are willing. There is.
no need, thﬂrefmre, for any fla‘rk approach to the questlon. o

lhe ‘:orkers Party has often advocated that 1abor should assert

i’cself, step forvard and assume the leaderstiip 6f the nation, Labor
has not even made 2 beginning in playing this role. .For labtor to
become the leader of the nation does not mean for labor to stay tied
to the Democratic Party. Labor cannot lead the nation with- vain -
boastirm about winning so long as labor is the Cap'blve of the
Democt at:.c Party. Lebor cannot be the leader of 'tie nation and d:.v:.d(
its votes betieen the Republican and Democratic Parties or by vote- .
ing for. the p‘*ogreasn.ges in both parties." Labor can only protest .
its ovm 1nterests by becoming the leader of the nat:.on. : T

Lebor as leader of the nat;.on, as an 1ndepen,dent political
force .amd organization is an opponent of var and.the var prepare-.
tions.’ Laoor in such 2 role can demand and secur-e an econonry dee
voted .to "the productlon of consumer suoplles ‘and materials and not .
to war equlpnent ‘Labor as leader of the nation can secure the an-
nual vage,.pensions paid for by the employer, health insurance,
socialized medicine, adequate educational facilities:and decent
hores, Labor as 1r=ader 0of the nation could guarantee the'passage

of the civil rirhts pro;rro:n so that ‘all the people could:have the
same. cn_v:Ll rlghts as called for- in the Consti"ut ion, -

This yemains the big task be fore labor totay: It is po less .
urgent trhan before the r*lcc’m.on of Truman. The present :Com ss is
not the workers Conzress, It is.no more & Workers' Congress than
was the 80th Congress, The task before the labor novement if the
formation of labor's ovm political instrument, labor!s ow pe elitical

party. , N o ca ’ 1!05



The Party is limited in vhat it can do by 1ts small forcoc,
This should not interfocre, however, with the quality o vhab work
ve arc arle to do, The neagreness of our forces anc the sigantle
gizo of the task befere us shonld prompt uc to nut forth lierculean
efferis to increase our size and therebhy our eifectiveness., Aluost
cvepry t-ade union resolution of the Party since its founding has
dnalt with this question. The Party bhegan back in 1941 with a clear
cut oricntation which was called.the “preletarian orientaticy” of
thn Partr, Our constant slogan was "Into the Factery." The trade
u.ion rooolution of the 1041 convention read: "It nmust be ewphae
size? *hat the political success of our Party, in the shops and
UNRioNs . 0e7ill rosult only from previous shop and union leadershipe
A party not rooted in the factories will have slight chance of
agsurin: pelitical lsadership of the proletariat...tan wvhole party
must have this orientation...All, the entire Party work and organi-
zation rmst be reoriented to the end that.the main focal peint
becorics the factory, the shop and the union.,,This 1is not solely
the task of the Trade Union Department. It is just as rmuch the
task ‘'of the Education Department and the Finance Department,"

This resolution closes with the provision that "each member of
the Perty not in a factory muat be interviewed to discover his or
her reason for not taking a factory job," "Each branch should
selpct & factory for the distpitution of Lebor Actlon...” ‘le rust
ask ourselves vnat has heppercd to this orientation of 19417 There
are more factories to work in nov than then and millions nore Vori-
ers to distribute LABOR ACTIOH to,. , o ‘ :

~ The trade union resolution of the Narch 1941 plenum seid: ,
"The Party member is above all, the political teacher of the worker,
Advancing the political understanding of the workers is the para-
mount function of the revolutionary. This must not be suborcinated
to the ..etrade union function..,In all our work in the unions and
in the factory the Party must be conscious of the urgent need for
recruitment. This is the suprerz test of the soundness of our
politics and our tactics. Recrultment is the final fudge of the
effectiveness of our political propaganda and agltation,”

In the written trade union repert of Comrade Yilsen to the
March 1942 plenum we read: "I can sftate the whole point I want te
melze in bluntest fashion, by sayinz, that no Party menber is worsh
a damn unless he hos recruited a frllow worker within a year of
his bainz in a nlentl... After Pezrl Harbor...our pecnle pro ceeded
with grcatest caution in advancins their political progran. But
the tendency over-roached itself ..e.the average militant woricer is
far morc raditil...blian our ovn worle., 4£1) that we ask is thnt
our’ friends at least cateh up with the advancod vorkers."

. The reselution of the Third Gonvention, 1944, sald: "It is
esncclially nocessary and urgent that the Party push forvard in the
factorins with the pro.ran o sccizlism...liembers of tiv fraction
rmst becore lmovm o snlocted worliers in oach plant as Party members
and revoluntionirioSeesiic 4ili Or voc Ifraction must be the creation .
not merely of tprogressive grouns! umg of revo lutionary cells 1n
the shops composed of new recruits to the Party from ameng the indi-
genous factory workers.,.Every fraction member should bo put to the
iton te8% of his value in the factory boing based solely on the pros
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gress made in acquiring political leadership and-in recruiting, To
have eny other test is to make of the fraction a mere ageregation
of job holders at attractive wages, dodgers, or mere money contribue
tors to the Party," ' ' :

The resolution of the 1945 Active Workers Conference: - "The
Tasks of the Party in the Trade Unions" was a special resolution
to take care of- the theoretical and political indoctrination of
the Party in a more extensive wg¥ than we attempted before or since
in any trade union resolution, his resolution did not deal at all
with:the situation in the unions but solely with the aims and pro-
ﬁram of the Party for the unions. The resolution opened as follows:
The central ainf of* the Party in the unions is to establish its
inTluemce, leadership and prestige as a revolutionary socialist
party: to impel the working class to organize militant struggle
around & program of economic demands, to orient the unions t0 .ine
. dependent political ‘action; and by our activity, our loyalty, our
- inspiration and teaching to build the road over wh ich increasing
mumbers of militant proletarians find their way into the Partyees.
We cannot do our trade union work in the old way,.,the WP member is
not a ‘pure amd simple! trade unionist, He is not merely a trade
union crganizer even while functioning formally in such a postece
the Party nsnber must have 8essd06per conception of the tradé union
and 1i3 poesibilities than the bureaucracy or-the membership.ss To
have =z ‘linse?® for the unions and not to use it or to become bogged
down in trade union routine to the .detriment of 'political work! .
alomg ths lines indicated by the - Party is to fall into an insidious
form 37 iGomperism',..The practical activity of our trade unionists
mis - ©c based consciously on the politigal line of the WP, All that
haz™h-.un sajd in the report of Comrade © is particvlarly applicable
al this roint...To be homogeneous in an ldeological, political ang
orguni iaiional sense, or to become $0.in the course Of common activie
ty tigacher, is ; the necessary prerequisite for effective trade union
work....in order to carry on our work effectively as revolutionary
socialist politicians in the unions it is necessary that the VIP be
the most outspoken proponent of inner union democracy...The Party
must be prepared,..from the standpoint of theory and exXperienceaeee
Lgrorance, even though articulate and lack of experience, even
though joined to good intentions, are not the proper credentials fon
leadership of the working classe,eFollowing this conference we must
in fact carry through a campaign around our LP slogan,..In view of
the tremendous victory of the LPGB in the recent elections, our LP

slogan takes on the utmost significance for the U.S," ,
. . : L} 0 a2 .
The trade union resolution of the 1946 Convention said: "Vo

cannot talk about our perspectives in the trade unions,,,until we

. face frankly the situation in which the Party finds itself today,
With "the close of the war the trade union work of the. Party was all
but disestablished,...the Party found itself out of the factory and
out of the active life of &the unions, ..If the Party is to grow and
prosper 1t must not substitute other types of activity for the
factory and the union,,.The most excellent political and trade union

- resolutions camot be a substitute for the living experience of pare
ticipation in the 1life and or ganlzed activities of the real working

class..The main problem for us today is the. ,organizational problem

- of getting the Party back into irdus try, back into theAmions,.. )

‘The Party cannot. afford to and wms* pok tolea»ate in its ranks, fol-
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lowin< the convention, those who refuse te accept the fuctory and
trade unicn orientation of the P&ruy...For the WP new !proletariani-
zation of tre Party! must me€an the recrwiiment of @genuine prolestari-
ans 40 the Party,..,The€ convention wust tell the National Committee
that the preparation for carry n 1z throurch the ce provisions must be-
_gin with the Naticnal Commit tee 1bself,”

In a resclution: "The Pr:sc t Tasks of the Pavs in the Uniong®

i -
“yrritten b7 the National Lanwor off*"ovsar“ Tor the 1947 fictirz ‘lorkers
eus

Conference the followins anncared: “Pafore wo can disen S, in any
~fruitful ""J, the tasls of the Party in the unions, we mst pnos
~the quaestion of increasing the ?a'r"c;y' ravbership in the factory -
‘and e unlcons,.ewWe rmust begin with the assumntion that every able-

~bodled meniber, rale and female riust take a job in the factory,..

' Every member excused by a Branch from factory occupation should be
reporbed te the PC or n.ts desisnated bedy, for review and final de-
cisions..l/e mist reverse the trend out of the factory which set in
after the war was ended, "...the Marxist revelutionary militent

. has another role to play, a distinctly propasanda role, He must
propagate the Party polltical line and t he doctrines of socialism
among the workers., It is the latter function that the /P must give
its attention to now and the latier rele that the ‘P member must
‘ascsume 1n ever-increasing dearee in the ractory and the union...Ib
does rean, hovever, increasing holdness in the presentation &

~the concepts of sccinlism end the definite political views and
~program of the Party...The aim and goal of our political propeganda
' *-fnr the coming months must he the ivdoctrv_nation of 2 small group

~ ofworkers with our political 1deas end the Party nrosram...'l'he
Party program, "“The Fisht for Socialism" is a basic riece of lit-
eratuwre to use in our pfopa._'md" activity.s The struggls acainst the
bureaucracy in the union rust be 2 pesitive struggle ,..to win the
ranks to a new programn; +the prozramn of social bm the program of
the Ferty., This means in practice, that the Qul»c oi the time of the
Party mewmber in the union rust be consumed by astivity in the lower
rdnks of the union..." .

This resolution vas re,]mcted Hy the National Commitiee just be-
fore the 1947 AC‘G.L re Uorkers Confer'nce.

s

The excernts {IlVG"l denonstirate "h t the Party has noi been
without guidance in literary form, separase resclution was adopted
on the 5”'311*11“"' quwtlon and the o u’tuue ¢ tle Party on the con-
flict Detween Stalinim: and the “AMerican" trade union hur-oucracy.
There was a se})aratv:».re.Joluulon on the PAT felleving the 1943 elecw
tions, Zvery quostion, vitheout excerticn, belcro the labor noveiens
is dealt with in extant trade union ani pelitical reseclutions. The
Party hos enomch trade union »esolutions., Whot is needed is more

trade unionists, moirn inclinatien of the preseet trade unionists
to cars outb ona provisiens of forier rescluticns and a Party lead-
«;rs‘vip vith the w1ll, 4o couraqge oxm e anility 4o enieorce decie

sions after ‘-hey have been arp sived ate
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Herctcfo re our outsi'and:m~ struggle in the ur ionu has been
against the 3talinizts, ‘ie are oonoraj.l knovm as the lsading
political adversaries of the Stalinists. While it is necessary te
continue this campaign it is 21s0 necessary to give more attention
to diferentiating ourselves from the native trade union bursau-
cracy. There are three main r-asons for this, (1) The Stalinists
are not the active danger in the lecbor movement which they forrerly
were. (2) It is necessary not only to point out the character of
the Marray-Green-Reuther-Lewis opnosition to the Stalinists but to
expose more adequately that the attitude of the union top leader-.
shin is an integral part of their collaboration with the capitalist

rulin; class, (3) It is important to emphasize that in the V.S..
partlcul ar*ly it is the canitall t-imoerielists who are the main enc-
my. We'have the task now of continuing our exposure of the Stalin-
ists PBut also to display adequately our differcnces with the bureau-
crac}.

-Hot only are we in political dlsagreement wi’ch 'che Stalinis ts
and the bureaucracy, the Party member must also bear in mind that
we also have political differences with the rank and file. They
do not accept our political grogr'am bt the program of the bureau-
cracy and the bourgeoisie. his creates a situation requiring on
~the part of the  Party member; patience, a firmgrasp of the Party
prog am and great skill in prqsenting it. ,

The practi cal platform of each partv trade unionist and of o
the Party fractions.can have the f‘ollowing points: (1) The strug-
gle for Internal union de"xocracy. ‘his can be given a very con~
crete form. (2) A campaign to put the anti-Stalinist drive on a
correct and progressive base., (3) A campaign to increase the ac- .
tivity of the union for the Civil Rights Program. (4) A campaign
of political education and propasarda, This campaign should be .
.aimed at the éxposure of bourgeois politics, U.S, imperialism, - The
- capstone of this propaganda & ould be the demami for the formation
" of the labor party. .

This i1s a modest program of union activity which the Party can .
engage in actively. The Party is equipped for this activity., If
carried out, tangible results will come to the Partv. The trade
union noverient 1s at a higher level than ever before, It is a part
of the responsibility of the WP to convert at least a small part
of this new political awakenlno' inte full class conscious political
unier.,tandlng. ‘ .

E. R. McKINNEY
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