REPORT TO IHE EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST
OF THE LABOR DAY YSL AND YSL-YPSL CONVENTIONS

by Tim Wohlforth

The following is a report based on attending the most important sessions of
the recent ISL convention held on Friday, &ug. 29, end the joint YSL-YPSL conven-
tion held on Saturday the 30 end Sunday the 31. The YSL-YPSL represents our only
najor competitor on the college campus for new youth. The Stalinists have as yet
made no bid for these youth, conducting whatever youth activity they have on an
underground basis. The Stalinists still are = threat to us in reletion %o the
ex~-L¥Lers, but they do not as yet represen’ a significant counter-pull to the new
young people who are now becoming radical.

It is therefore extremely inmportant for all the conrades to read this report
carefully. We nust follow the developments in this field very closely as we will
be neeting these people again and again in the next period. In a way the
political strength of the Young Socielist tendency will be tested in its ability
to win nore youth to it than the social-denocratic youth can.

This report is not a chronological one and therefore events that occurred on
different deys or at different conventions nay be lunped together under general
subject natters.

I. The Strepsth of the YSL-YPSL:

The YSL convention was attended by delegates representing the following
areas: Seattle, Berkeley, Denver (by proxy), Chicago, Pittsburgh, New York City,
Wew Haven, Buffelo, and Philly. Menbership of approximately 100 was represented
though they clain a total membership of 140-50. They report greatest strength
in MYC, Berkeley, Chicago, Seattle. Following the loss of the left wing of the
ISL the organization reportedly stagnated for two-three months: Then growth
began due to extensive tours throughout the country. They report a weakness in
publicetions. However, one pemphlet, "What is the YSL," was reprinted 3 times.

Berkeley: This area reports 18 members, 2/3 of which are on canmpus. They
are prinarily graduate students. They credit their growth te sending in sone
good people who then rooted themselves in the campus. They are now thinking of
getting an office. They sold 200 of the last issue of Apvil. They report need
for tours and & newspaper.

Buffalo: Members are not on carpus and have not done much. This fall two
will be on canpus and they are planning some sort of campus club. They plan a
debate between Harrington and Aptheker. Averege attendance at meetings is 14-18.

Chicago?! Until this summer they didn't recruit nmuch. Recruited five new
nenbers over sumner period. They are planning a YPSL chapter and a Politics
Club at UC this fall. The united YPSL-YSL will have 25 members here to begin with.

Los Anzeleg: Unit has no contacts; norele, formal organization: OCen't
collect dues. Two semi-active members. YPSL reported in just as bad shape.
Arlon Tussing (Seattle) reported that the presence of the Conference of Young
Socielists which has operated in a flexidle way has nade things very difficult
for the YSL ir. the zrea. '
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¥ey York: Clain about 50 cenbers might now in YPEL and ¥YSL. However they
clein that counting thoss graraontased Lo join the nerged crgenization they will
start with 60-65 neubsrs. They will have olvbe this fall at Colunbie, Brooklym,
and CCNY, with possibiiiries at WIU, Gueens, wnad three nigh schools. Average
neeting attendancs *s 4L end saven new nasbors were recruvited over the sunner.
They clain they a2l YLA coupetifticn ot ks beginning but do not feel it aow.

Denver, A'Bugaecques Have four new Foung nmanbers in Denver ond expect to
have a ctub o5 Zenver U, % albugnerote usniers are £oUive in a ceopus U con-

nittee and have 12-15 menbere of & socinlis’d cissnssion clad.

Pittsturen: Report no other scrisziist tenfencies to Compete with. The
carpus is opening up.

Philadelphis: Have eight nembers ~-. mogt of them recantly recruited. Will
have two YPSL's at femple, and & Dissent forum at Penn. RBaport contact wilk
Stalinists.

Segttle: Report intense activity at the U: of Washington. Awerage atten-
dence is 50 at campus club neetings though sone neetings are upwards of 250.
Plan to set up a student liberal perty like SLATE in the fall. However a nunmber
of members are leaving area so they will be down to fdve nembers this fa.ll three
of whon are active.

Yew Hayen: Hé,ve seven nenbers, four of whon are leaving the szrea. Have
run g George Orwell forun at Yale successfully.

AnzL_- 2,750 copies sold end printed of last fall issue. Of the spring
issue, 4,500 were printed of which about 2,000 have been paid for. Report good
contact with ®niversities and Left Review® in England. Costs have doubled
recently a.nd they need noney.

Sene: The YSL and YPSL report very good headway in Sene end have been in on
the lsunching of the student Sane groups. They have been recruiting out of this
arena. Two ISL nmembers are on the national connittee of the student Sane group.

FS4: Harrington attended WSA national convention. He reported that YISL and
YPSL had no delegates at all at the convention. He also reported that everybody
there hed heard of the IS and asked if he were connected with it. He also
reported a healthy left wing present at the convention, including people from the
South, and urged that the ISL-YPSL enter into the Y84 in the coning year.

¥YPSL: 1t was obvious throughout the proceedings of both conventions that
the YPSL was hardly in existence at all. They had few nenbers, virtually all of
vwhich were delegates and nost of these were probably funneled into the YPSL by
the YSL, which in meny areas was splitting its recruits 50-50 with the IPSL. The
YPSL reported very few functionirg PMcircles® but a nunber of nenmbers at large.
The only areas represented by YPSL where the YSL is not were Rutgers, Canbridge
and Ann Arbor. The joint organizations have set thenselves a goal of 500 nenbers
by next yeer. They presently will start with abtout 200 nembers (50 IPSLs plus
the clainmed 150 YSLers).



YSL-YPSL réport -3

I1. Progress Towards "Unityl:

The present state of unity between the ISL-YSI-SP~SDF-YPSL is rather con-
fusing. However an understanding of it is very inportant to understanding the
current situation within the social denceracy. While the prospect of allowing
the ISL to enter the SP-SDF passed in the SP-SDF by a slin majority (54% of the
referendun vote, according to Harrington) it has not been implemented es yet.
There seens to be a desire on the part of the SP-SDF leadership to put off the
ISL entry for o while for fear that it will force out some of the right-wingers.
In fact, the nost optinistic dnte for consumetion of this long-sought-—after union
is two or three nmonths. There was even some gloony mention of it never conming to
pass. However the YSL and YPSL will go to bed, so to speak, prior to the official
narriege. While the official unity of the two organizations will wait for unity
in the adult field (in order to give Shachtnan & little renaining bargaining
power) the practical unity is already in effect. The joint convention has elec-
ted a joint Vational Conmittee to formally function after the unity is consun-
nated. The YSL WAC has been empowered to dissolve the YSL when the ISL gets in.
The two youth groups will ineeffect be one starting immediately, though they will
be in a somewbat enbarressed. position to explain the fornal situation to’ anyone.

III. Shachtuan Crawls: The convention was not without its revolting aspeots. the
nost revolting being the conduct of brother Shachtman who just isn't physigally
tuilt for the task of crawling and fawning which ke was forced to perforn:before
his young disciples. Shachtnen gave two addresses: one to the YSL and the other
to the conbined convention. His first talk to the YSL was ained at smashing

sone of the {llusions he had fostered a year ago in order to counteract the left
wing and corral the youth behind his rightward nove. First he pointed out that
"wo® must accept the SP-SIF gg it jfi poifiting out that we should not expect i% to
chenge appreciably for quite & while. It will stay & snall prOpaganda group with
-right-wing politics and an inactive nenbership for the coming perfiod. So gome
were the illusions of the inmninent negical transfornation of the SP-SDF into a
nass party. Secondly, he stressed strongly that "we” nust be totally uninterested
in fighting for "our prOgran within the SP-SDF or even debating it. He saild

"we® ghould Mignore the SP-SDE." "We®™ should not try to convince anyome of %our®
views but leave things Jjust as they ore. That is the only way unity will be
possible. In his talk before the caonBined organizetion, Shachtnan enphasised that
they had given up everything they possessed. They did not ask for a press, for a
fornal unity, for representation on any cormittees, etc. They had no more to
give. The only thing left to give was themselves, which they would not do.
Therefore under no conditions could the youth conrades unite with the YPSL prior
to the entry of the adult courades. The one thing we st retain is the idea that
either we all go in or none of us go in. He conbined this with the usual ob--
sequious tridutes to PComrade Thomas® who was zlso there. Various people before
and after made pledges to got PCuprade Thoumas" che largest student audiences they
- could, etc. etc. o

Iv, "Q,Es and Tpgks of Tenoc;abie Socimlisn.” “he bitterest pill for the young
‘sodiel-denocrats to swailow was the progran cf the sociel denccracy itself. The
Joint ¥SL-VPSL negoticting cormittes presented to the conference the docunent
. M™ins and Tasks of, Denmocratic Socialisn," the most recent policy stzatement of the
- Second International, as the politicel basis for unity. However, a rank-and-file
leftist opposition nede up of bothYSLers and YPSLs Just couldn't stomach such a
clear stetenent of the politics to which they were subordinating themselves. So
& dlsoussion ensued, first at the YSL convention and then again at the joint con-~
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vention. The most outspoken critics were two former Libertarian Leaguers who are
presently in the YPSL. They attacked the "Collective security" section, pointing
out that this wes the watchword of the Lebanon intervention. They attacked
another section which read, "But denocracy has the right and duty to protect it-
self against those who exploit its opportunities only in order to destroy it."
This they sald should be read: SMITH ACT. They attacked the document's support
of the UN. Others conplained that the docunent wasn't broad bdut narrow. It
would alienate pacifists and others who opposed collective security. The Denitch
supporters in the ISL also spoke out sgainst it. In fact, it soon looked as if
a YSL-YPSL left bloc would be able to table action on the document. Therefore
Harrington offered a compronise which consisted of an additlonal statenent by the
YPSL disclaining full agreement with the docunent. This swung all the YSLers.
However seven YPSLe still held out and voted %o table the document. So the
docunent was finally passed with a disclainer.

V. Conclusions:

It is clear fron the above report that the ISL-YPSL enters the coning period
with considerable strength. They have gained over the last year, largely fron
new students on the campuses. It is largely their canpus orientation plus their
elready existing apperatus and cadre that allowed them to recruit in this period.
Many of the people who joined either orzenization in this period could just as well
heve joined us if they had come into contact with us first. Many at the actual
convention szw the ¥S for the first tine when we distributed it there. We should
not underestinate the strength of the social-democratic youth. They en%er tha
coning school year with stronger forces on canpus than we have. However the power
of our ideas and our paper outbalance this. There were frequent mentions during
the conventions of the desirability of sectting up a nmonthly paper --~ & sign of
the inmpression we have nade.

It is clear that in the coning year the group which orients itself the best
for work anong American students will advance the most. We will be compeiing
prinarily with the YSL-YPSL for the allegience of the newly radicalized college
student.

We have three things in our favor that give us the possibility of winning out
in this competition.

" 1. Ouyr Politics: There is no doubt that the YSL-YPSL politics are so bad
that nost of the menmbership of these organizations are shemed of it. Our clear
revolutionary socialist progren is far more appealing to youth thar rationalizing
about "collective security," However the effect of our politics is sonewhat
offeet in these circles by what these people call our "sialincid" politics.

While part of this attzack is nothing but adaptation to bourgeoies Manti-communisn,®
sone of it is a genuine feeling that we are concilicting to Stalinism just as the
social democrats are conciliating to the State Departnent. The simplest solution
to this is simply to present our principled opposition to Stalinisn and support

to the workers' strugzle in the Soviet ordit for workers denocracy.

In addition we should carry on & cempeign of pointing out the reel politics
of the YSI~YPSL and denending that they either support then or repudiate then.
We have begun this alreedy in our letter to the YSL-YPSL which referred to the
Rusher affair — something which they did not mention in their answer (appended).
During the "Ains and Tasks" debate one YSLer ceme up to me and seid: "It must be
"your birthday. They are glving you a present,m" referringz to this docunent. A&nd
he was correct,



2. Cu Independence: The YSL-YPSL answer to our letter indicates they are
extrenely week on the question of independence of the youth. Their dogmatic
insistence on the necessity of submitting to acdult donination will not go over
very well with new young people who are striving in their own way for indepen-
dence, not dependence. This point should be continually stressed. However, it
is not enough to stress it alone while ignoring the above-nentioned political
points.

3. Our Militency: There is no doubt that our nilitancy and vitality which
is expressed through the fighting spirit of our paper and our supporters has been
one of the most attractive features of our operztion for the las% ycar. It will
becone increasingly so in contrest to the super-intellectual petty bourgecis
discussion-club approach of the soclal democrats. We nust prove in actiou the
difference between ourselves and the social denocracy, as well as provirg it in
theary.

Finelly I should mention that this growth on the part of our competition
denands an all-arouncd greater exertion of our own forces. The national tour
increases in importance because of this., In addition the necessity of orgenizing
our forces nationally also increases in importance, Only a national body of
revolutionary youth cen effectively intervene on the campuses and counierach
soclal-denocratic strength, can effectively enter into Sane on & nationwide scale,
enter the SA, and in other ways reach the new youth who are just now awakening
to politics. Only such a body can act as a pole of attraction to the disillusioned
left-wing youth in the YSL-YPSL,



