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Foreword
by Tarlq All

Iran and
world politics
THE STRUGGLE which broke our in lran nor much more man a year ago
szemcd lnlle more man nvvlcs on lhesurfzce or me calrn ocean mar lran had
com: [0 represenr in me mrbnlml warers of Middle East and cemral Asian
pchucx. An ocean of rtprzsuon il may have b::n. mu calm II was.

Now. lmle more man a year laler, specularlon is nor anour it me Shah wlll
fall our wllen. Indeed by rlre rnne rnls vambhlcl remrnr rrorn me prinlcrs we
firmly hope rnnr rne lmnlan masses will have disposed or me Pahlavl
monarch,» once and far all. A .el.glnl, om or dale lexl will be a small pnce rn
pay for such a momentous uclory!

ll ls a vlcmry whlch \~1Il hav: vrolound effects on world pol c5 and me
xlnlzgle lnr soclalum. Thls is nor simply btcaust of me vita! impexmncc or
Ian's oil for the Westtm nnwus, but also because of wnar mo c'venLsil1 lran
|:Ilu: about the delelnpment ofthe world revolnuon. ‘Th: chnin hrzaks a| its
weaken link‘, remarked Lemn many d¢cad=s ago m an arlempleo
meorisztiun at‘ a saclslisl remlutinn which had Iakcn many murxisxs by
surorne. slnee men China, cum and vlernnrn have ueoly confinncd mo
valld y of ma o\d Lemmsl thexes. Iran may prove yet further confonnatlon.

wnar ls vital 15 mar revolunonary Soclahsls undcrsland me obiecliv:
polincal and social ones; ror mls nssnmollon. The rorrn of me mm struggle,
oval rne dcmands of me masses In lmn, may but a rrrong resclnblance with
ximxlar upsurgesm the W:sl But we haslc rharaclor of the Iraman zconomy
and vollncal slmcrure rs Iundamenlally different from those 0! Westcm
bourgeoisdemocracies Even ll me economic cri sin Enmin or lraly xppmrs
relmlvcly more udvanced, me onlnicnl reserve: avnrlaole m llle ruling classzs
10 Comm! any con5=qu:m rrvoli are mormous. The tradition: or bourgwis
dcmmcracy (free rraoennsnns. me right lo lorm pcliliml panics, universal
mull franchist). Qusrzr and rclnfoxc: rlle hegemony of rcfonnism and
tentnsm m lh: warkcrs rnovemrnl and act «X a powcrrlrl roadblock to
Dalulcal breakthroughs.

However, ln a cnunrry lllre Iran which has livzd for a quarler of a cemury
under are non neel of dictatorship. me facade ofslabilixy conrains wilhin us
structures a much more cxploslva dynamlc. For in 5/aclelia ruled through

3



coercion and fair, price rhe masses overcon-ie iheir rear and apprehension‘
ilien eicryrhing hecnrnes possible. laecnuse me lranian masses are now
prepared in ‘drown ilie Shah’: hullels wiih our blood‘ ii is nnly is niezrer of

nine herore secildns orrlie soldiers reyoli. A1 ihai innnienl ilne shah will have

nn nriier agency nr coercion, ye! alone ennseni. to rely on; n revnlirsion will

he possihle. To guaranree ils suooess ii strong reyolurinnary puny is yirnl,

eapahle or uillisirig ine energy and crenllvily or me i-nnss lnavemrnl and
ehnnnelliiig ii cowards ihe connuesr nrpewer hy lhe (oiling niassesr Today. in

lran, ilie ennd ens are also ripe for oreaiing such a parry.
why is lran so irnporinnl in llie irnperinlisi powers? The decision cl cener

and liis pucdlcs in lh: ariush Fonlgn oifice lo yunk all the phraseology

regarding liunian rieliis in she case or lien and defend lh: Shah’: reginie

renecrs lheirnponance ollraninworld polincu Thzprincipnlrensnnfarlhis ii

ihe oil nf lraii and she neighbouringGulrsreies. lr was oil which led Briuin
arid rlie cm to overlhrowrlie nnrionalisigdvernnieniin I953 and pui lznhlavi

hack on ihe inrorie. li was all which drove ilie uniied sures and admin into
making ilie lranian army and airroree rlie bzsv. equipped n-iiliiary (onnnlions
in Asia.

The shah. despire his growing megillonlanin, never forgot which side lie

was on H: helped eriisn rhe Dlmfairncbelsin ornnn. l-le continntd in supply
lsreal and Scum Africa wiih nil nnd he develnped n rerrure agency, SAVAK,

which was she envy or every mi|il.nry dicrnlnr in she ‘Third world'. in

sildiiiori ilic unired sinees gcivernnreni, liypnoilsed by ilie ‘xlahiliry’ of lsnn,
had grenier linpes for ihe role ii could play lmn was clinsen to he she nuin
relay ol imperialism in rhe Middle and Nut Easi. lis horder wish me Seviu
uiunn gave ii an added :dval1Iagr..The shah harlred in ilie glory of Ill iliese

plans. He ihreerened intervzminns io reslore ‘stability’ in Pakistan and

declared lran io he a rnriress naainsi communism.
The ulenhrow of ilie innnsrcliy would irpsei all lnose pnreiully laid plans.

Even n short bourgeois dm'lccraLi:: inierregnuni could prove to be explnsive

for lmpenfilial inieresrs in lrnn. The Muslim lender Khorneii-ii has already
indlcilled ihar one or like rirsr acls nl a dzmocxatic govei-nnienr would he [D

slop ihc flaw of oil ro lsral and souih Meical
ln addiiion than is uirninil in uie nelghbcnng cnlullnts oi Afgmnisxan

and Paiusian ln ilie lorrner a lerrisi coup has pui n prn-sovler poyernirienc in

power, lr is now clear rliar ine dynnniic of ihis dtvclaplntllt is cdnirolled by

Mosedw wherlier ir wants an Ollie! Mal-lgolla on irs snuih Asian borders
siill remains nn open quesrion. ln Paleisran Lhe nlllilary regime is Iluding
roiynrds a eorirrnniaiion wirh me ninsses. The cm.lnLry's lnrgesr rhougli leasi

populous prmince is anlucliisian. The national qnesficn is at vim
iinperianoe and a lznluclii guerrilla rrinveinrrir reniuins in exisnal-ice. A new
rcgxm: in Argl-ianislnn lias sirenemeried rl-ie regelvc of die laalirshis. An
overthrow or lheir old enen-iy lne slian would he hound lo draw ilieni closer

in llieir laaluelii enrnpairiors in lran. The lI|(c1'—reI.auDnsI||p of die siruggles in

ihese ihree onunrries lnghlells all pfo-inlperialisl forces in rhe reginn.
For sncinlisis in Bl-lmin me link: am dual. The Laboux ooyernn-ienr and

ihe Tnry opposiiion have backed llie sliah wiuiour rcselvatimls. The llnw of

ainis nas no: stopped. lran rnusi he made n nalloml pnliiieal issue in rhis
A



coumry Every Labour Minmer. senior or junior, must b: famed |o drbmeme Gamnmcnvs crzven supvan fur the Shah at any puhlic :v:m. wz have
to use me axpcrivnn gnincd aver the Ian decade ‘n illlnnauonal campaign:
on Vietnam, cum: nnd ronugal |o build I mung and powerful whda |y
Incvemml with um Iraman masscs. For me pusl [cw years the Campaign
Aumsi Rtprcsxion 111 [mu has waged a long and fairly lonzly Iigm m defence
ur polilical yrisonels and for democrat rights. n has wan wid= mpm and
much snppon nu ma labour and smdenl movemrnrs. Now n Ih: nme for all
(has: who hav: Lent may vuhal support m cmu in come mu on the mm:m mp arms :1-npmenn |o vh: Shnh. row: the Lnbou. Gcvernmcnl 10 break
all Imks with his regime, and lllppun ma lrlnian muse. call for me
ovenllmw of Ah: Pahlavi moxuvchy.

For n‘ Imzrnluonalixm ls m b: someuung more than words it must be
concrue. Iran, in nu: s:ns=, is use a 1:51 for us ha: in Bnlain and in all (he
innpmalm cuunlnzs. We slmuld not ran in.

TARIQ ALL 6 December mm
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Introduction

The unfolding
revolution
on x su-'n«;Mm~:R mu, mam: law was ilnpnsrfl on 12 lnmnn 1: ‘cs.
Wnhin 24 houn mm people were dead.

‘Black Fr ay :5 it came In I): known wn In imuorlnnl iuming [mini in
me deepening crisis 01 me Iranian ruling tlass — u tn a mzrktd by an
dnzlnpmull u: the mm! significant mass lnnvzmznl [or um . quivlzr oi a
ccniurv. In nu course oljust one yur u spontaneous movement 0! nrnlzsl

' 1 nu renressne ninunnhiu arm snau nun develnntd inm u uowmun
‘ u for mu nvcrillmw uv nu Inunarth).

The rand gmwm of nus movemml, us depxh and maadm, summed most
nrumus. Only weeks before Black Exiday Ihe cm informed Fretidem
Caner Hm Ihurr wa~ no grunt xhnzm in ms: Shah. Happ rm u», aua much
In me vmsaeun chagrin, lhc cm was wrong For m: firs! Kim: 5111:: the
(‘iA»tng\rm<re:J cnup M195 which placed me Shah back uu ma mmue. a
pre—rcwlul1unarvsnunncvll developed in Iran.

Far lmm abanng. me Wdav voles of protest commue. The mass
movement has mken cxpluxivc and voteminlly uncomrallahic dimcmions.
cvcn mu inning to dcmura use mic « of um unuy and thus mmumuug HI:
abmwor um rugmu: m r -uup lhc muuuou Ont aa, tmforc vh: Impmilion
of mama: in», .u muuu alone, marl) one uunmu dzmonsuaiors were
mum u 'T)caLh in mg Shah’ and asking the soldiers In mu 1I\em.Oncemort
rhc lmruan rcgnnt u-mu-.1 u, {hr uxr ur hanks, duuonsimhng vim nun Vhe
wmlissl .-uumuou» In ham‘ daumauc nghn could quxckl) result in au
e\ulo»vu- nun mn\'cr'nEnl demanding mu mcnhrm» ur the repxessn: regimu
usclf.

Despxmihz-F.1uLllmL\m1a)um some well amaed soldiers wuu about moo
tanks are dam paxmihngail mum Iranian cums and that mscmhlies of mom
mau nu.-c pcnplr xm: not anuucu. Vh: regmic claims um u is tonimumg
uun us pom oi ‘|mcra|isa|mn'. This pal! us: :0 rar mum in our!
mm: Lnlicd m one veal Tlicre arcsull more man 100,000 Dolincal msuuen
and (hr may comm! UISAVAK over an Lhe press and mass media muauu
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Before Hm policy 0! ‘hberal|sanon' 21 mm prop}: couid nm m m:
mmqucs, man) even nr 1: Impossible If anyflung rcpressmn Im mam!)
increased nnu may sign indlcatcs mm n mu get worst

The lrnman ruling class an» not burn ,nnn of apologxxn, mm mud: zmd
mum: Iran‘ m sunny rm: savage r:pr::siun. They n..nn um me Shah does
indeed warn m hburahse Ins mglme and has already granted conm~»mn~
Howzxzr, he mucalculzled one rmnr Hm nu» mmzvsphcre ai pnnncax
Imulum has {flowed cunxervnme mngmu. leaden m become mm» ‘nu snr
up Ah: suptrsmmus Iranian ma.i=L-Szgmnm mu Shah. Thus it As no: due to me
burbanc backwardness cl Lhc Shah’: regxme but In me mmd pace of ms
xzfoyms in me early 19.50. am we art to ntmbulc me prestnl Lmubles’

50 mo Shah \s me rm: progrexsiw whnlc Lhc maxwts are m \|\e grip of
c|LrIca\ reaumn agamsl the moammnnnn twesrermsmlon) or (ran.
Accordingly. .n order um Lb: sum. rmghl luberahs: funher at n mm am, he
mun now lctp a ngm comm! over me muauon. In nu. way mama! mu,
xnamacrtx and mlluary ml: are deemed xc began ponmx frezdem‘

mm mm n lotal Immense cookcd up by me rqnmnx prnpzxgznda mafmnu
and us vmp:nal1s\ alhts .5 obvmus How:-vur rcllgmux and supexslniouw xht
lramam may be me, have nmnn.-I.-..had {he urnnguzl xrudumn nf mngguu
for flecdnm and libcrly againsl all kinds of maumn m xhe vdmlt or me
.\/liddle am

The Comtuuuonal R:vo]ulmn of was» which fumed the on,” dynasty
in gran! n cumnunan; mg Jangzh mmemcm at me mm mm wmch led to
ma :sl:\bh5hn)em of a Soviet Rcpubhc .n C“ an, un- nun mmcmznl against
numeracy dunng nu my me smmu World War umch gave way to {he
struggle of mg Amrbdydjani and Kurdish nalmnal mmomiex against
nzlinnal oppression and led Io ma establishment oi autonomous rtpuhlvca m

Wnllmn nnpul n. u. wldlgn mu m maul .... mm Ilemunxlnhon
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Wesrern Iran; in: inass iiiovunaii ngninri Imperialism wiiicii resiilisd in in:
nariunalisnlion or me Briiisii oil conccins in Iran and which was dcrenrcd
aricr inc 1953 coup — all arc hut ciianius in me unfolding of (he lrnninn
rcinluiian. All or riisse struggle: rapidly new inio powcrriil moluiinnary
rnass niovcnicnrs wiiicn cnuld have uncncd un Lire dynamics or ncrinancnr
r(.'V0llfll(7n in lran.

The masons ror iliis sliauld in obvious. Ever since Lh: inrcgraiini-i of Iran
inro [he world impermlixl sys|:ln 1! nas faced a sci-n-ianeni SOCIO-(tollmrllc
crisis w ch could be caniainisd anly by an surocrncy Ind ruciion. Dzclmd by
imperialism and arn-icd lo rlic KV€KlL Tli: agrarian qunstion. inc nailonal
quesiioii, lack nr indusiriaiisaiion and doniinaiion hy imperialism liavc
rogcmer Cleared inc condiiinns which mzk: any inass movemenl agaii-in
alllncrac)‘ n poiciiiially explosive our. vnisnzver, dus to a all ngc in ilic
relallollslup of class rnrcrs, riic inassrs navc iiad inc npporruni they lllv:
rcvclicd agisinri inc srare, and each rinic ilic inovcnicni has rlevzloped into
rcvnluiionary sirugglcs around all Lhe basic hlxlflrical tasks of in: lranian
rcvalullon.

In inn Snnselhe sudden grown. Oflllt mass movement in Ill: mun: ci Ill:
last I8 rnunLhs is no txceprion. Bu| lllere is an: very imporrarli difference. In
lhe past all the izvclunonary uphcavals in Iran \\:r: made possible by abrupt
change: in In nrtrnatlcrlal xllunlion which led to :1 sudden weakening cf the
forces of reaction in Iran. A: man Is lhcslz ‘external causes‘ were removzd
Ill: relalionsllip or force: was more or lexs resmrtd lo llx original condirlon,
allowing the reactionary forces K0 impose a lasting defeat on the E13“
movement.

For nxnmple LII: Collsxilulional Revolufian look also: unmedmlcly alter
the 1905 rE\/Olllncll in Russlz, and It Sxaned in areas W1-lith were ruled by me
Tsnrisl imperial forces. As soon as Lhe Tsarisl regime had conxolidated irsell
m R1551: it Isslfled Irlnlan reaction in deftaling XL: own revolution. During
the Second World War the invasion or [run by allied forces, and
especially the presence of in: Red Anny on Iranian sail, Crnled 2 VHY
favourable rclnllanxhip cl forces for the mass movrm:nI. But as soon as the
Slalinlsr hurenucracy mad: I dul with Ah: Iranian rvrime the forces of rl-.c
central government nmnagtd to crush the movement of me oppressed
nationalluesr

'rnis iiinc the riinsiicn is diflcrenl The change in NI: relationship of social
forces which lias wcakenud Ill: Shall‘: rtxiln: Ind allowed inc inass
movemenl |c develup is largely due rc inicrnal develepmcnb. Ovcr (ll: llsl
IWIJ decadn a gradual riiiii nns iaircis place and this ll uken a ruddsn
qullilalive srcp wiiii the emctgenee M iii: structural ci-i r or in: Iranian
economy. lnicrnalinnally rim nas never been such a favourable context (or
lJ'll§ tlitvtlvpmenl. irnixiiilisiii has Sllll not rewvervd ircrn its d¢l'::l in
Vltlnflm nnd nai suffaed fresh rmircs in rouzlinn Africa. yci inerc are no
signs thxt U1: Irnnian ruling din can irsclr rzmlve rnc crisis. rliicre ir
lhcrefamevery possilnluyinai, drspllz Lhe innrriai law. the m0\‘e|‘n¢fll of mi:
Iranian innrscr will cnnlinua |D expand and deepen uinil ii succoodi in in goal
cl‘ UK overthrow ofthe siinivs regime llsclf.



Part One

The crisis of
the economy

All (11: malncconcmlcindicamrsshow max new two decades ofconsidnrahla
growth. adeeir Crislsoflh:In

‘ ecnnornyim lresn dzveloping since the Inner
pan M1976. The agricultural seclax is 111 n state or almosl mlal collapse; in:
gxomhinlheinduslrial scalar has come to nhalx: the number oiurhanpun! has
olploded inm millions. Despite the enorrnousincome train all inn now has a
considerablehalanc: of trad: dsvisir, and re run it all mflafion nms ax n mu:
flbove sopercenl. Annullgms:rimcapiuuomrauonininduslrydecrraxed by
ahmu 45 D=rc:nI |||MzI:h 197610March 1977 compared ro Lh: previous year.
This decxcase is sharpestIn large invzslmems afuvrr 100 million rials‘ — mar:Khan 70pcr cam over lJ\esa.1ney:ar.Mm:m:x|Eflpercent ofallinvestnnnis wcre
In sxrsring plants rather man In new projects. Flight or cnpirsi (mm Imn hm
incrmrd lornsanonrsnrng figure ofnver 3500 million dollars (xix lirnesrnorr
man me mm] non—orl and gas exporu). unanploymem and under-
srnpluyrnrnrhair: snaruly increased and lorlhc nrsr Lime in years the number
n! wag: earnsrs has srmrrl rn decmasc. l£l nerling = CBS rials)

lr is clear rim {or (he nrsr tim: In its nisrory Iran is racing a caDi|a1islcl1m of
ov:l-product‘ 11. But it isnoli'us1 any Kampamry ovcrpmducuml crisis, ir is a
structural :1 s which slelns from lheinlegralian ofthe lrnrnnneconomy into
zheworIdm.arkel—andiiisdifficilllliwediowil can beresclvad wiilroni a tom
break from the world market.

CHANGING ROLE or THE IRANIAN ECONOMY [N THE WORLD
MARKET

lnorder Io iindrrsrrnd Lhesuuciuralnnrurr orrlirs (H515 and us clfccts an the
class srruggiewrmnsrlaukmaredos:lyzuh:c|Iu|gexwhich have Iakerl glass in
Iran in me recent period (lows nnwaxds). Th=se changes which have irrrn

 .
‘Alhmsmnsucsclled m rlns section are from ‘Nola on lhzindustriallsation oi
Iran’. and ‘The AgrarianQussuon lll Iran‘, n series or articles in issues 4 to s of
Kanaoknv (an Iranian mrrskyrsr rorn-nai).
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nssnoaled wirn llie sliaws ‘V/‘hue Revolution‘ and nis desire (or Iran’;
‘m(vdl‘misanon' slem dxmclly ironi me new nnase in are inrei-naiional
eenrralisniion and cancmlration or onoiial correspondingto «be srage ol lare

laonalism
Withlhtincreasing iinoonanee oireelinolagical renis as me niani sonrae cl

mrplus monopoly pm ’i. <:=r(aln changes in are fundamental role of me
‘backward' eonniries wlrnin me world eaoilalisr economy have become

ncccssary. lniernalional monopolies are, in ilns siage. not so ninoli lmercsted
in rnese eonnrries as oinlen for meir overaeciimnlaledcapilal but as major
maxkels lorrlie cxpcrl ol reclinologioal goods and senicts rnii is rerleeied in

mi ran uini lnday unequal exchange lies rcplaced reoalriazion of capital and
monopoly ororns as me niain rneclranism ol nansler or values from me

backward oonnn-les la me adyanced capitalist aenlres. rnnliennore the
expoxud capilal nselr is no longer simply invesled in me orodnorion nl mw
lnalcnals lor the inrernanonalmarket, our in producing goods for me growing

mlcrnal maxkus of me backward connnlas iliemselves.
Tnis nnase in me development of me world iinoerlalisr sysrem, assooialed

‘Mlh the so-called policy of neo-coloinalisauoo, has reenlreo in n mlmbtr al
iniponani changes in [he relanonsliin buwecn backward eonnuies and me
mrtropolulan c:ntr:s.lnlh1xpha:=,c0nu£ry io me early phases oiiinpenalism,
zd\':uwtdcnpiialisrcoiinnies are no longer able, and nelrlier do rney desire, ra
eannol llie iruei-rial caoiznl markel of die backwud oonniries, lmemalionnl
mm-lupnllcsarenow in raoiveiy mncli inieresred in encouraging me lonnalion
of an indigenous ‘nauona.\' bollrgwinc and facililating inlei-nal capiul
aeenmnlanon in me nrodireiive s:c1orx. in order io iranslonn backward
eonrirries to mllkls for over-orodneeo technological goods mere has [0 be

presenl condinmls wliicli encourage prodneiive invesnnenr by ilie ‘naLion.n.l'

bul.lxgcnisi=.
rlieieiorerlie dcpendull Slales in iliese coumrib, wlncii had preyionsly been

me niain insirinnenl Ill roreing uie inlemal oonrgeoisle lnro nnoradneiive and
subsidiary scalars or me economy and always ensuring mar ine comoenlion
beiweenilie ‘Ha rial’ bourgeoisie and loreign houxgeolslewnereiolved in me
inieresiomrelanor, werenow iransrormedimotheir oooosiie. lr was now up to
iliesesainesraiesmcreaizlhecanduinns lor tllcdnvelopmanloi an indigenous
class or mpilahsl ennenrenenri wno, wliile ieannologicauy dependeni on me
adianeed cnpllalisl eonnines, would in ]0m| oaiineririip wlrn foreign eapiial
melon and extend ibe lnlcmal marker in backward eonnnies.

lran lids been one or are lew cnumms in Much rbese elianges were carried
through rallier successfully. Tlie Slmng once, ibe signiliaanr mlcrnal market
and ilieconsiderable loreignexcnasige resources dne to zlie oil income erealed
iawonranle condinons lor ibis rranslormnilon in take place. niis was done by

menns n1 removing a number oi ooslacles along lne onrb uf capilalixl
accumulation wnien had been creared in [HE earlier pbases of iinoei-ialisr

dominnnaninlra v liiliedireciinienenrion onlienareallibenrnoinial
problems of ilie lranian economy, wlileli prevemed me iransrormarion ol
neenmnlared sayings and wealrb inio pmducliv: invemnenls. were ieniovers
and all me basic illsdlullon: needed 1:: provide me necessary financial,
managerial and leclinical assislanoe in me new canirallsi elass were creaied.

H)



T ThI0ughlh:‘ScC0ndEconomic Plan‘ (i9ss.i~:sz; which wns financed by {he

nii rcvenuts, Iasns (mm IBRD. and aid min the us go‘/cmmenl, ma
inrnssniisiiimi Changes iiccdud to facilkat: the in(=i'n:il .-nciiianon of
Commodlllts wsie mrn=d OLH. OVEY 75 per um er me budgtl ‘AKK Xncnl on
imvroung [ht |ranspenalion nsiweiks. cninmunicnr ns, zleclriciiy
nmdiiciion and on incrcssmg uie Cxpaciuts or III: mayflx Iranian pans.

Forcign {rude Yeg|IIaHDl\S mm grndiiniiy changed in me period 19524951.
The ‘np:n—daor policy’ of:nxherp:n0ds wns replatcd by a ugh! and SEIECIIVE

wniminniinpms ni CK7lI§|I\‘nE|’ gaods \»hi|e casy terms nvpliod (er imparts ni
Ihernznnsofproduciion and pM(sn=:d=d roi ms domkslic productionofsum:
Cmlsumel goods. Thfflughlhii new policy many large iianiiin melchanls and
fmcigncompanks\v:reforcediosurldcmesticpmduction Dfg0DdSpXE\d0|lS|y

illlponed mlo Iran.
Th: land Ieforms forccd in: sepanalicn ofa large xection ni iiic peaianui

rioni the land and in; imnsroii-iini.inn ni (ll: Wefllm tied up in land Into capi\a.\
invesled in die newly crcaied industries. Million: of Pelsallis wsie (crud lo
miylle to [he iuwns to main: the niienp ‘free 1flh0u[erS' fur new indiismcs
whilethepricenflhclalid imiigii: imm [he biglundlordsuni paid in the roini of
siims in than iiidiiiiiiss

In 1957 Ah:5La!>DWn:dindiismiiiCredil Bank wnscrealzdlo provide cnsnp
iong term: loans to nssisi in (ht Consuuclionoflargz facmnas. Tn: bank itself
parucmaled inmanyjuini Vmturcsnnd ‘D1101’ pmjecls IL) rnciiiiaie 1)}: growlh
niindiisiiies Lamon in 1959 znolhefsimlllr bank. the Industrial and Mining
De"/elopm=nl Bank ni Iran. n jam! pnvlle bank wnii Ih: imiinipniion of the
mic and ceieiyi banks, was creme. niioiigii Lhls bank inzsinsiinnai
mmiopoliescouldrind lmnian eiisininsis cilhcr ini ioini Velltults 0! simply for
nuying readY~madc iacianes.

By ninsns of 11135: ‘rEf0fmS' the imiisn sconaniy has been lrzllsfotmed lo
camspnndwiin the changes in (11: world iinueriaiisi 5YSl:m and the ml: it IS

naiisd upon in play by me inismannnni monopolits. in so mas Impcnalismis
cuncnrntdihcrcsullshavt imiiverysiimssiiii.iinnian ininons ha‘/Cnsen «mm
49,000 niiiiinn rialsm iszssrxiiinsssianisiiinisriiiuicnr79s,ow n-iinioii vials, 90

per cent zirwiiicii has wins from in: fzw advanud capilzlisl (Dunkrics — and
Ihisdosnolinclurlemilillryimvom Over 75 puoeniniuiciinpaiisin rhclast
riveyeaiswsie goods iissd in ploducllvccm1sumplion.c0n5isLing oi as psi cam
capiini goods and leplflctmenl pans and so p:\' ccnl nsw matcrixls and
iIi1exm:d|al: goods nisd in me new industries.

in so in as inn is concuned mis lmnsformalinn has mcam nn :nDnl\0|lS
giowm of in: indigrliuus capflal inniiniinn and capilalisi niodiiciion. Gross
(ixzd caviul roiniaiion inns increzscd lwellly limes from 5: mo niinion iinis in
1959I0 1,043,000 in l97S(L7Ver4Qp£l’ cent olmc innsr repre§en|s uwcslmcmsin
rnschinzry). Foisigncnpiinisharesiii nii anlIualmV€S(mEmShas decreased mini
39 per cent in just iindei Sevtn per ssni in lht same period.

1: is iiiessdmioprnnniswriiciinmiiscniaiseiisdbyuisiianinn Kcglln: and in
ideniogiiss as the ‘HIOdEIn1Sal|lIn' and indiisui.-ii sanon’ of an ‘independzznl

Iran’ wnsmei lh: llitril of (has: claims on: laci is ska - in: role of Lian

wilhin [ht ililunallonal div ion of labour nmnsd by imvcrialism mnains
unchanged. wniisi iinnian in-ipni-is rim risen nzarly 40 iiinss in M0 decadts.

H



non—aiIexpomi have only increased Ii»: (imu — ro under 40,000 Inillion naIs.The Incrtase in are expon ol rnnnurnerured goods is Iaully negiigioie. over 90
per cm! or Iranian non-on =xpans r consislofmwmalerials and hand-made
earners In raer dependence oi me Irnuien =:onomy on me on sector nas
inc-reasui In 1957 IInd:I'68 oer oenr oraII expnns were rronirne oii seclor; by
1974 Inis figur: nad reneo 97 oer oenr.

Iris, however, imelhalmeindusuialsector in uieiranianooonomyiias yawnoonsideraoiy over uns oeriod. Theshnre or vaiue nddod II| Ih=indusuiulx:c1or
(including min'ng and consrruerion) Iras inarensod rrorn 16 oer oenr oi Gross
Dom:sticProdu:((a1ooI1sIanll972priccs)inl9S9toov=I25percent in 1975. In
rnesarneoeriodrnesnareoragrieuirureirasdropped from 32 per oenr to 14.5 perc:I1(.Inl959oniy 20.: oer cull oirorai ernnioyrnenr ms in industry whilst in1975 IhI5hadiIIcre.ns:d(o32 oer eenr. But what mesegiobnifiguns do I-Io| snowis me conuadiciory nazure orindusu-iai yowlh in Iran which sierns from its
pecuharand dependent Iori-n. To show ans one nrusr Iook more closely ar me
pn7:=ss of indusrriaiisoiionand anaiyse in outcome.

rm: NATURE or IRANIAN INDUSTRY

Theiechnnlogicallydwellderilandexieniniiyinduoeriindnsnriai yowmhnve
given Yranian onoiiaiisrn many oeeuiiar Ienrures which mark in shagnanl and
or-Isis ndd:I'I enaraorer. nre deepened eonrendierioris ol worid capilalixm Ill its
p:I'iad ordeeay are exrreeneiymarked wimin ure Lraninn eoonoiny. There is anever incraasmgurI=vc'nI-Iess. in non: rue geographicalnod ieehnoioeicai sense,wirnin are indusn-iai sector; are unevenness in rneorrua is caiuiamly gellingworse; Inere is an almostroui cnnccnlrationwimin rne indusrmi seclar on LII:
oeoducnonoi eousurner gwds; Lhe grvwlh al the imrrnx] market is arrrerneiyIinneed; lranianindustnuareImabl: roeonroeieon are world rnnrirer, rirere isa
strung rendeney rowards oer-rnanenr ov:I2ocIImIILItioII and innarion riieincrease in me number of Wu: eni-ners is very Iunirod; preeaoirniisr and
sernr apimhsl ulazions rend ro eoiidiry and even get rrrengrnened

I-ne irnooreed charaetu of me indusrrrai growth has Irasieaiiy rneanr asuoern nlgramngoflzrga,usuallycapiulimznsiw.modunfaaoricsonro rneold rradruonai senor which g:neIa.Lly consists of snrnii backward Irandicrarrworkshops using lime or no insirurnenrs orner man roe Irunian hand. Theyadual reennoiogieai cllangz wrunn mi: resior nos been orevenced by xhc
growth of me nrodei-n in-Iporred and airnosr ready-inade fnclonzs. This nasresuktd m a comhinnd m:x.'IsI:IIoe of inn over 2,000 modem factories
empioying overZ5(),0()0pcoplew|'thl1nnd[=ds cl mousends ofti-m.IAioIu.I ;rnaIIworksnoos enroioying Iwo rniuiori peopie. with eirnosr naming in berween.
The enormous unevenness or the sizu of Irnninn indusirini unils reflects mi:pecu|Ia.I' resrure. sI.s pereenr omre labour foxeeis :nIp!oy:d in over 350,000sn-raiiunirswirnannverngeorrwo ernoioyeesnerworksiroow rsr lS.5peroen:works in Iess rnnn sow Inrge units :'I'I-Iplaying no average of 55 workerscan.In fact ir we Ieave oiu me 7444 large unils [employing Ia or more workcrs).
prnducnvixy in me resr or Ih: indusuiai seeror is even Iess man In ayieulrurewhich is me most naokwnrd sector oi rJIc Ireruan =coIwI'I1y.
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slmlnnils l~4n.nlnnlu Aveugenn. ’[ntxlno.ol "/uolloul
nrenrnloyees enrnlnyers alnploylnznl

lnlhelndns.
lrinlseelnr

Le.-suranlnenrnlnms mm) 2 who 31.5
I-‘runIWIn49 6,431 15 16! 7.3
I-'rom50In9') sul as 35 1.5
rronrwolnm 355 190 57 3.u
Sflflanrlnver us 1050 ms 5,7

-rnlal 516,644 2.5 2.2u ml)

The {am that mes: small naelrward workshops am still snrvive and even
incmase ln nnrnlms shows rhe a/ml: slelrness or lranlan eannalrnn. Modern
nnlls luv: lsaen nnahle rn elreez a change wirlnn rhe hackwatd seernr. Bccanx:
urerndusrnalnrowrhlsbased on an lmpovnedadvanctd txhnalogyu::d only an
lhe nrndnellan or onnsnrner goods. n has nor hrnnyrr nlxnn my rzvolunon in
nrndnerlon. The reasons ror rhrr nenorrre elear if we ernnnne rhe vannnsbranches of rhe modern seelnr.

The rrrsrbrnnehennslsrsnlrhase facwnes pmduclng luxury lrerns or durable
ennsnmergoods for are small layer or nigh-lnconle nrhan eonsnrnnrs. These
laernnes rely nlrnnsr enrnnlerely on lnrensn rmnnrrs rnr men nraans nl
nrod ' n and raw marerlals. ln many cases even use mnnngers and me
wchn ialls are rmnnrredx The goods rlaey praduw were nrevlonsly lrnnorled
urerernre rhey do nor comc inlo oomncnrron wrlh rheorlre. pmduczn. Becaus:
onhehighly dcvcloped technology involved rn rhe nrndnennn of lhcsz goods
vgxylarge nnlrs arccnlled (or. However, rhe nnmher oflraniarl consumers rnr
rlrese gocdsls nnr larg: mnugh rn snsrnln sneh nnlrsnnd lhtrcfore rnosr nlrlae
iaernrles in {ms nraneh nllndnslry are nnr even onrnplere nrodnelron nnlrs but
rely on rnrnorled assenrlsly lines nrrd pans Thcrcfon: no baslc seelrnolngloal
skllls are developed even wllhln uns nranon Itself. 1:: alone uansmluil-lg
anyllung ro rhe rradlnnnnl sector.

There is nn nossrnrlrly of rechnolnglcal lnreracrlnn berween rhe modcrll
facial-its cilhcr. usnallyrhey are bas=d on srreh diverse lechnolagies rmnnrled
lrorn so many dllrerenr connrrles dual no such lmk: can be dcvcloped among
zhern. Therelore rhls branch ran have no slgvufitanr backward or forward
|lrlkag=erleel on the resr nrrhe lrnnlnnenonnrny.The different raernrles wlrhln
rhls branchhave basically naroelled onuhernarker b:tw==nth:ms:Iv:s and an:
supplying n wllhou| much mouyl: anonr anyunng else.

Th: demand{or lhese luxury and durable consumergood: does nnl yaw all
rhar rnneh earner, hence rhe exnnnslon nnlnr branch has rapldly ennre lo a halr.
Mnsr ensronrers nrerer bcucrqunllly fomgn goods and rrn was nnl for slnre
pmlecllon{tustomxduliesollsll1u1Irilnporledgaads)(h:yl>clllJdnorsnrmerar
a day. Thur :H:L:: nn Ahcgmwul o( wageearners is also very llrnlrad. The mlly
wayxheycznrzlionaliseproductionisbymonopoljsingrhe mukelwilll lheheln
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of ma slaw. and relying on moreand mor: capixal immsive techniques. This 15

alrcadylakingpiaseandlmsmntribuledloa rau m (h: l\umb:r of wage amen.
rm sumnd branch is mad: up nr they factories pmnncang previously

impnriedcunsumcrgoods for Lhegeneralconsumer: Evuylhmg sand ahosn the

first nrancms also va11d[onhcs:.wi|h\b< ad on ufan: paiminlhe Cask of

{Int sllhrhection or may branch when put: of ms mw material nueded is

produced inside hnn. But zvmh:reIhec\’(cc|s anthemstcfthceconomy are not

an ny ms gocd. The my ms1:na.| nwd hy these mduslrics was pmvmusly

cxpurlcd nnn an lhal ha. nanpsnsd now is um 1:5 is zxporud. In fact the

internal dcrnandand mg-nu mm: m andmnn to innauhn have csus:d a sharp

mcreasc in ms pnca cl mes: raw materials.

rnmgn \myvoncr~ haw: mmcd lo olhu caunuies whcre lower costs of

pmduchcn pmxide cheaper nmnnals. some of me Lranian cnmtflists

Lhunxclvcs Arc now mrmng m rareign wunma [or hnpnns of cheap raw

maternal Thc slam whycn pretecu Lhcse new industries has relaxed cuslom

rcgnuahons In aunn cheap umvonauonas raw material. Tins has mnhad in the
rumzuono[themI:ma.|pmd\|c:rs,:spec12l!yiluhclural mas. Many ohhcm
ham‘ been rmsuznn ofbusmcssby govzmmun pncn Controls imposcd in man
to save th: new mdusmcs.

The third branch sonnsns of lnduslriq producing goods w ch are also

produced by un- lrmhuonal s:ctar Herc mm 15 du:c| confrontation bclwecn

lhc mo, Many of the <ma|l producers wet: mmally anysn to abandon then’
worksnnnshm,arneraaecauaonooigmwzhynnnsnzansmannmnrnasssaame

pmmc has grzduafly umergtd. Gnncxafly snsaking Lb: Iradiuonal senor nu
managed in survwe and tvrn Lhnve.

Thcmndcm c\ur\s not allihzlmnch mar:zffic\cnlIhansomcahhc mm
organised nan‘ nnal tnlerpmcs. snconnnann aha xmporled mhnnxogy. tn
addmonmxhugenenallyhigh|nlrasIr\ILLu[aIwsts. makes mun |e:s campztiuv:

man at ram u may 1ppua\‘.T)I: smau nnns can surviyc snnply by warkmg
hardgr rclying nsnany on ma nnpasa lnbcurohhc memhcrscl the ramuy. xn

any cw: Lhgy hav: no chums, hck of sigmficant cmphaymenl onponnnmss

rnncs them In xnnn their anxy source of livdihood at any costs. By pmynhng
xeodsdimcllytccuslammsandforsmzlllocalmukchlhzycnnevunmakcs/om:
prams.

One fan i\ Vzry clear There .s nciLher any mccnuvc nor uh: possihilily fax

them Irndmorxal un s to cxpand or to us: bane: technology. The type of

msuumtnx (ha! mum be useful to them is not produud inside has and the

auyancsn folcigu uanhnusogy’ simply beyond 111:1: much, The modern sector

has hlKx:k:d the dc» clopmenr of Lines: IradiLiona.|workshopsand may suwival

prevents ms modern industries cempluely dominaung Lhe mlamll market. 1n

[act wnhin mas branth Lhexe is the woxs| kmd of ovcrproducvjun cnns.
Thegaegmphital uncvcmnessemu: indusmal growth shows up uns prohlcm

zvenmnreaculely. oyaospercmtoflhen:wIndnslriesarecanccmmlcd m and

nmnndTehran. The reason [er Lhisas obvious. Th: d=c\swc (actor m deadmg
where so build a modem fnclnr:/\s1Ls cxosnncss lo the cansumzts. Thcy do non
hnvcmbencaxanysoure:ofrawmalelialmsxhmismoslly\mpon:d,orclosM.«>

vrhcr nlalcd indlmrcs. as Lhcy are unrclalzd to me Its! af ms ecanom
v

Funhcxmcnz ecovxmmts of Scale rcqmre Lhal they are larger man a cennin
IA



snunyun MununtIl—r,vlnboI nl ml:-I -wuu. nmu.u....~

mlnlnulm slza. Thcrcforc lhey had 10 be concentrated m m: moxl populalzd
urban um; wllh the highest nllmbrr or b:u=H:If consumers.

aul ma small workshopscan produce rm smaller local markets whlch cxisl

almost gverywhere u. Iran Unlikemo modem seclor a «gm of geogrznhlcal
sptcialisallonrelarzdmlheclwcntssoflhcsauxtes of raw materials and ollm
d:pt:nd:n( lndustrkshasdrvzloped wmuu Ihnradi anal 5:-clnr. This ua. pm
mam u. a bzuur pasi on lo cumlx-I: wuu lhc modem indllsirlcs

Slafislics of family consumption expzmlllum show mm in rm um
ggogmpulcalummum lsconslzntl» rtproduciugllatlfina mommmnlewuy.
Th: concenu-anon o dustrinl yowlh m me urban arms has widn-n:d mo

gap hcxween me urban and rural privzl: consumption ulvzndilnxc. Whllsl lu

I959 they war: equal, in 1975 Tehran alone consumed mm as much as all me
nlral am; pm logelhcr.Thl:unevennasnnincomegmups has akolncrcascd. In

Tehranom halflhzfmllllexspend nlarclhan I0,D00rlalspcrmomh. whilst m
lhemral axcasanly seven ptrtclllcflhe lurmucsrcacmlm figure.The consumzr
orieulaml lndnsmzs amtherefare [owed (D couceuuau cvcn mar: u. the rich

urhnn zrcao.
Thnna [y or the moderns::£cr K0 rcmovc mm obstacles mum in a vcry

mnuzdlcmry and limlled gmwxll or me lumual market. Funhcrmure nu»

suuclure or me lmuuu industries docs uol gcneralz the inumal Llynalnlsm

which lnduces an expnnsloll oflhrdi slons ollahour and lh: lmenlal malkzl

ThcucllangcbcIw::rlDeparlmcm l lpmauclugluo mzamofproduclion) and
Dzpaxmlem 2 (produclrlg mg mun: or snhslsunce) whlch in mg capilallsl
mode or proaucuou pravlnlcs one of ma mosx imponam muuhnnisrns for mu

exlenslon or me mlenml rnzrkcl ls almost nm'l»cxislen| in Iran. Excludlng mo

raw maltrlalsgclmm:l1:isbasimlly no D:paru'l'l:nl l in line Imvuan eccnomy.
H:l-lcc, :vcn ll um modern szclor was ab]: lo totally conquu the internal
market H would suun face u deep er or pennancm ovtrrpmduulml and

aver-accumulzliml.
ls



-rrie Irnnmn bourgz<1isizhzs,Iww:v€r,pula tor of hop: in winning Torcign
markets. The suddzn npparern imervst of the irnriiari reyrne in Lh: rniddie
easier-a counmcs and uieiaiksairomanAsian edrnn-ioa marker all srern iroin
mrsdmrn.Tnamiradreain shouldbcclul by tningjustmmfacLThc eosi of
nrodnenon in iran is on average over 33 per eear more Lhan me com 0!
arodncnon of simiiar goods in me 114:. wny should any at uiese eonnrries
imporl rrorn iraa and nor from riie EEC?

As lung as Iran has or rely on Lh: l:chno!og'1‘aI crumbs or me ndvsnczd
saonaiin caumrics men is no chance Lhax it can ha\'= any sham or are
irirernaridrrai markets.Cheap labour or izhupoilisno srrbsiirnie for cheap and
more nrodneiiyeresnrioiogy,esneciailyinure age oi capital imcnsive modern
indnsiries.

THE SIAGNATION or THE AGRICULTURE

Tiierriairi obyesiiveireinndureiandrerorms oirheearly 1960s was explained
previously.Accordingtorh:r=EiII|e'sxdcologucs,hows»/u',lJ1=lxndTcfonnwas
supposed io hare made pussihl: the modernisationoi iraaian agximlmre, rne
orearior. oiaweu.ro.do paasanlryandmnn) oIherlJ\mgs besides. mrasoerrainiy
iaried ro achieve any oi me cbjectivrs ser ior . iri 1975 Iranian agncullure.
employingléperccnialmeworkingpop|I.\aLim.\,pradIIoedanly9.3 oerreriioi
rne Grms Domenic Prodnci.

we nare aiready indrcaied haw well-off Lhe prdsaniry has become: The
pcpniariornnaiime ruralairucnmhinedeonsnraesiessmariiiainnaispsnruy
me popuiarien oi renrao. Nor only nas iran been naairia, airer drczdcs oi
indnsrriaiisarion, ro expori any sigmfieanlarnonnr oi maanrazinred goods but
no now eyen imponirg ioodsnins to are nine onwo la rirreo inuioa douars a
year.

rne pmpagandists 0! ma m.I.mg class biaine Ibis on are ‘rapid
indus|riixJisation'. Avoam-uy, bccausclluzgovcmmenlwasw ‘deeply involved
in innnrrrraiisingxraa‘iiieysorgoiiopay-enangiiauennorr l0Kh€17I0b)fl‘lISDf
agriculrun. in addiiion io which may say that LII: rise in one riandard onivins
has mcanl a rise in demand (or ioodainris and urai duo re the nugzanon of
pmsams io :11: urban areas me oouniryride IS Sufftrlllg rrorn a si-ioriaee of
labour. Wehavealreadyscznwhal‘rapid industr1:l.Is:Lim|' iiasriaiiy ineanr As
iormereoond voinlrthesamesimzlioninlhecarly ixriodaiiadnsiriaiisarioaia
wesrern Europe lcd io cxacfly Lhc opposile resnirs, Le. In a rapid increase or
pmducuvhy in agricniinre Th: Lhirdp nt ir simply absurd ms nrneiriamre
snareorrnrai areas in me lalal popninnon naa decreased fmm 55.5 per cm! in
may (0 53.2 per cerrr in ms, bum in absoinie ienns are rnrai oouuiazion nas
incr:as:d from [Z rrniison to 17.9 rnriiion over me same period.

ir isnzvulhelesslnlzlhal Ah:vmc:ss oi indnsii-iaiiraiion has iiad sorriemins
ra du with the crisis of irariian agiicnirnre. am what’! aasiraiiy rne mosr
xmponanlsinglefnclcr is mar ii iras increased ine pressure on use iand {mdng
rnorearrd man: pearaaornuo snosisrence agriouirura. The urban indnsrrier are
undblt id zbsmb thc peasanrs whom the iand recorro nas med (0 rnra nno free
labourers. ier aiorie me incrmsed pepuiariori.

is



Iranianoapiiaiisni is unab}: to ahsoib thosewho iihas io separaie iroin rheir
indeaendenii-iieansoiprodiiciion iii: is iodeveioa.Evenbeioie ihe iai-id reioi-in
thzrc was aiready an aoure d=giee oi pressure on ihe iand The ciiiriinied iand
has nol incrcased hiii share are now ahoiii five i-i-iiiiion mm: people in iiie rural
arens. ii anything, ihe mtal iuhdayaiiahiehas dtcrensad due io ihe giowlh oi
urbanisationand iheinahiiiryoiiheregiiaeioireepiia tvtn some ofiheariificiai
irrigationneiworkswhiohexisiedheioreiheiand reiorin, ier aione increasing ii.

Pans oi lh: hen iano have niso hem iransioridied inio modem Capilflllu
iaiiiis producing for expon, riinher redncingihe inioun: or land avaiiahie in
me iiiars af the peasams.

in ordu io survive the pensani families have had io rely on hard work simiiiy
io pmducc ior Lhtir own subsistence. Their increasingneed ior hiimnn iahoiir
his resiiired in an increase in the avcmgc size of rural iaiiiiiier from 4.: io s .2

persons per iamiiy ovci i.he iasi iwo decades. This in mm has piodiiced inore
ooaniauoii piassurzs and hence more siiosisieiioe economy. Dunng rne same
puiod iiie i-iuinber iiiiainiiy workzis hiis aimosi daubled wiiiisr ihere are nuw
less wage-earners in me rum] areas ihiin niere wei: oeiore iiie iai-id reiorin. in
fact in she irahian ecmmrny as a whol: ihe ioini mciease in ihe niirnher of
wage-earnus in the privni: iocior which is now bey'nniIig io ion) is eqiiaiiy
marched by an incrusz in th: niiniocr oi iinpaid iainiiy wovkus and ihc
so—caiied ‘independrm producers’.

Th:exislenceofhngeunflnploymznllnihtrural nriaasinaddiiionioiheshai-o
Increase in imts, which irseii is due io rne incmused pizssurc on iand. has
blocked any inceni eon ihe pan oi me cupirahsis io us: modern machinery.
ihiswoiiidicadroeveniiiriiier illCl’¢iS=Sl\'|k~L\1dl’¢lIlS and in any caserhere . a
hugerescivuiiofcheaplabouravailahle. BuHh¢shoitag:sin ioodsiiiiis have to
he D(fxe1xmm:d1aAdy Lhmugliimvons.Th=retIitineffi:i:nI iraniaa farms an
hrangiii inla eompeiinon with cheap U s. wheiii. Aiisrraiian incai. israeii

oranges and so on. This has for::d many capiiaiisi iarmi and iiie »iouid—he
iuiiaksiiargeriarniersioiiiorihe market. in addiunn io ihis iranian agriciiiiiire
hasoecomecoinoieieiyooeniooricechanges on ma worid maik<LTh:dm17in
rhe pric: oi couon in 1975 ioreed a 25 per oani itduclimn in arodiiciion in one
year‘

The erieeis orrhir ryoe oi 'popiiiaiion piessIii:' caused by Ih: iniegrationoi
iranwiriiinLhewnrld:api:a1islsysi:ma.iId ihe ‘industrialisation’iesilliing ironi
il are oieoiirsc deiasrariiig iorrhe IIr|1anii1duS(nesmc.The ioioed reiieai or
bug: secuom or me poaiiiaiion inro iarecapiiniisr mode: or eiiixitnce woiiid
furl!-ieilimii1l\:exl:i|§ionaflheinitrnalmaiku.BesidI!s,l'uKa]unnnp|L3)ri-nem
keeps urban wagu dawn which in iiirri compounds |hL' inequaiiiies in iiie
incoiiies oiiirhanfamilies, rtslllling ii-i iiirrher rtsiriciions on ihegrowih oi iii:
new indiisiries producing rhe main consumer goods.

All rhis has crzmed me peciiiiai siiiiaiion in which insiead oi ihe Sufphls
orodiiciri-omagi-iciiiiiireiaroviding uieiiinds io deveiopindiisiries.agnciiiiure
has ro be subsidised by the olh:r scciois. Al preseni ihe oii income can SKI“

provide ihese snhsidms bui whar ahoiii ihe fului:7
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THE on. sncron
ThzoilInd\|5|rylxnFconrseIJocdarlinguhhzlranian ruling clnss. Einplnying

less ilmn hal(ap:rc:i||ollheworkingpopulationlxnevei1h:l£sxpmvided!7.3
oer oenr orrbe Cvmss Nanonal Product in ms. Truly modern and oroducnve.
Bui iis erieors on me (:5! or th: economy are noi wnar one mignr :xpecl from
such n oroduorive seeror. li bas no linkages wim me rat or rlne economy. ll
employs nnny labour inrce, rcquixcsllsiechnnlogyiromnbroad. and even most
onnearricles ofconsumpllon Yoriis Wdlepaid emoloyees conic: iroi-n ourside.
viosr oins product is orudeoil which istxporlcd. ll only provides a cheap souroe
olenergynnionsayesiberoreignexciiangeilioiwoiud bavebadrobensediiiran
didi-i'l has oil. in only xignificam elieci on me last or inc economy is lnal ir
pmvid:s lh: stale wins an income (rem) which can be d:ployed Ill iis orojecir

This role nas of course been at vnol imoorranoe. li hax financed
indnsiriaiisanon, subsidised |‘ai.fil1gag1-.1illure,boup,h1orirne middle zlzsns,
led and clorned cbe ‘urmbd bodies of men‘ which lreeo me ruling classes in
power. and many more ii-unns Inside: This role ha: become even more
dominanr nirer lh: huge increases in me price or oil. Wilhmll ir me stagnant
lronianccunom -could nor sulviv= iorone day. ii bus oerminly managed lo our
air inc emergence or an overproduction crisis for cbe lun rew yours.

Tlie rcsulis or ibis srare assistance have not been all rlmi roxy. Furlhenvlow,
real income has begun to fall boibdne io world inilaiion and a rtduclmn in the
demand ior lranlan oil. The cnsisoliiie lroninu economy cmnoi be resolved
srmoly b_ niecung nardcasnmrou.limanagedroooeioonerne overnrodncnon
crisis hul noi inderiniielv — and nuw that 1! has some n is combined wnn
rumonni inrlnnon.

rne income irom oil oliowed very liieli nus uf profit {or me new caoiialisr
cldss nie scale orovided ror me rnajorparlof line infrastructural eosrs which
would nave ornen-use been paid by me caoinalnrs lhcmselvcs, Capiulixi ororu
hasbeen almosi roially exempt rrom guvemmeni iaxnlion. Large amounls or
easy lung-Lrrm credil lias been made ovoilnble ro «be new indnsuies. Many
public innnnuons sinned relaxing ine regnlarions on lang—(cn'n credirs and
were in nus oenod even gwlng loans ror me running oosis or indusrries. lvlnny
iinanciai insnrurions were creatzd which Ilnanm hire purchase agreemenrs.
am none oi inese measures succeeded in orevennng me crisis in use lrnninn
economy

Funhermoic. rbe inieciionof me oil money imo rue eeonomy has led io an
uplcsion orunorodumiveaeiivnios. Thcconsumpiion cxpcndilureufihetlale
nus ii-icicued :1 an average rare of 90 oer ceni annually since |h: nse in il

revcnncs.Tiieservioeseciornonaccountsfoimorer)I.an33Pe1i:<nwfGN'Pand
31 per ceni orriie working poonlarion Th: eflecls oruuis oil boom on income
diuributmn has been drvasialing. Ecnmaiod figuressnow rnai in molessman
ldpercenr orrneoooulnnon ueconnredlor lialnne ioraiconsunioiion. Whilsi
014: was! mzjnrm of me ruml onouiaiion is snuggling in rernin in siarvafian
income. less rnan half a million lranmns lnsi year soenr rlieir nolidnys In
Europe and Norm America spmdlng over Iwo billion dollars. rne rare or
innnuon has bccorne so embarrassing rlmr Ih: govemmenr had ai one suge
banned rne release of figure: by inc cenunl aonlr.
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in any case. rlio iranian economy has noi been uble ro use ineineoiiie irorn oil
-o modernise nselrandresolyeanyorirs most basie probloras. when me on runs
oiii mere is no oiiier souree oi inoome io reiilaoe ir. The revenues are already
inning. in real ierins ii has dropped by abour 30 per ceni Slut: me last big rise in
prices. It can be eslin-iaieo inui by rlue eurly mas, even it lian srops allirs arms
oxpendiniremncli ii canrlol since me generals niigni not like ii). die drop in
reyeniies would roree lbe iranian eoonomy iaio a severe rwessicn,

Gas andperroeiieniioal =xpol1s.conlraryrorneelaiinr orino goyei-ninoni. can
in no way oilser inis iull. mere is no reason wiry lhz European connrnes will
irnpon gas from lran and nor fml-n Holland or Algeria, expecially when one
oansiderseiieiaei[hat Lransporlalionofysisavcry cotllybusinas. in any oase,
lran has already prersold all Lh: gas lbai I! can none to expori in in: next iiye
years lnroiign a s:nesofbal'l:'r:gl'eemenls. As for pelroolneaiiou1s.one need say
only one poinr, more is already overprodueiion in are inleriiaiional markei.
The besr riiai me lranian perroelieinieal iiiauslriesmn nope ior is ro supply rne
inlernalmarkel and iaye iae ioreign txcllangcinul, omernise, would have io be
went roi sis impori.

THE POLITICAL ciusls or ‘nus IRANIAN RULING cuss
Theannlyslseflllestruclurnlcnsls oiriie Iranian eoonomy d:|IIol'lsuale3 zliai

despiie all use (zveurahl: rumors and all me Shah‘: ‘refmmx’ rne probkrm
wnien rtgull iroin iis baolrwardness and iniegruiion inro me world iinperialisr
sysiem hav: noi been resolved. Now iiiai an emerging oyerproduoiioiicrisis is
showing upall die failures, me lranian regime face: an acute c has led

to a growing political opposilionand a lurn in me relationship or social iorces
agaiiisi me nianaroiry.

iniiially me big bomgeoisie iisell started ro moan. up lo rrieii, uie siianx
regimeaadserved lhcn‘lnKc1es|Sw¢|LAflerall. Liiey hadal1|:e¢nils:1re.u(lon.Bul
now iliar rbe IIHSIS was beginning lo appearround me eorner iney bogun ro line
Lb: liondinai led lluerri. Firsuy,lheycomplalnodaboiiulieincreasing waslagc of
resoiirees byinesiure. 'nie regime in mm srarled no talk aboiiuneaoeessiry of
raxing ine pmfil: oirnuyor indusri-ies.Tne bourgeoisie oriered a progruaarne of
ausierily against rising wages and a new plan rorllie iigliior conrrol oiioreign
iraoe [0 allow more pmttclinn ior eii r inerneieni indusiries. Th: regime
orgamsed an ‘anu-il-lflaliantasklame‘. whichznacked ilio srnall producersand

iors wiiieii were said (0 be causing price rises. me
se me imrneiisepoliiical and economic power oi rbe

lnnds All iliesesauabbles evenluully led io an agreemeniwhich resulted in a
dung: oi governriieni lrom Hovcidn lo Amnumgar in Augusi I977.

Amoazegurs cablnn meluded some diiecl repreoenianves or me big
bourgeois]:and die welgln nrlnr leelinoorars was increased. lnie Miiiisler in
charge oi Foreign Trade was in raci the bead oi one of die largesi capiraliil
rainilies in Iran). Manyoi ilie programmesproposed by me bourgeoisie were
adooied by rliis new cabincl. Basically, nothing was allowed in wiiliom iirsi
oonsulring lbebrg IranianinduS(HEli5lS.TaxIaW propasalswerecnangedio lean
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mi wnrhni nu -damn sulh .r Abmnllnzry

mar: hcmily on are p:|i|»haurg:m5 iayer. A big propaganda Campaign was
insiig r dzigamsi‘iheunproducdwrIranianwoikingclasvandd-is‘lugh\vage5'
u re Wes. ir Wu» announced max me Chan-ihzr av Commerce would nan
in\'cViigaui'ig ihe offenders. II was pmi'i'iis:d riaar a fight agaiiur corruption
wnuld bzgin And. me gme.'nmen| chimed mar ii would creaie ‘an open
puliiical arniospireru and grant marry frczdums.A carrrruisriori or enquiry was
farmed [D inwsiigaic aii rire problems omie iraiuari munomyand in parueuiar
ra omr some saluxmn a. |D new In resolve me agxicidtuial crisis. In any Lisa, in

wassaid.\hcgn\«:mm:n{wLvu1d sxarlassistinginme folmflliolloi ‘agnciiimml
ua1:s' (big Czlpimhil piaruariansi m resuivr me pmblcm of shormgts of
faodsmfis.

Th: pelwbaurgcaisie and flit working class did not ofccursz ink: (on kindly

mihesc pmpmzls. Thu: pcui—bmir_gez: ie had been continimlly auackeui by me
siai<—\»hiLhhad iiisngmcd ihzindusulalisation pieces; A prueess which had

m:.1ni me ruinnliun of U1: indcpendml producers. To rireiii, ‘the fight against
ii-ifiaiion' app:ar:L|. and in {art was, an ursuurueirr Ill me hands of me big
bnurgmisic io eorrauer me whuie marku. Th: big ruarrnuaiies prodncixig

cnnsvmur goods hacked by me raree :1! the stat: had by means ohms fight
fon::d lhc eimiug dnvwi ofmany rraaiuaiiai units. Many were cl-mrg,:d by Lhe

ciiauiiaer of Cnmmercefm nvcr-pnnng meir goods um many were ruined by
relaxing ipanrcguuliunsandallowinglhumparlziianefchcapugoods. The
dizconicnlxmongslihncl ersis growing :\/eryday. niey vhink ii ziiere wns a
murednnacraiicslaumeirinlertsiswonldbnrtprzsenlodii'iabeucrway.Af7.¢r
afl zh:\' rie ierm ihc iargerr surge section of me popuiarieu.

Tn:»\mkingcIaxs\\hich had preuousiy ueen cunsmnil) promised «shut in

me rrafiu. goon iieiiriug. and hightr wage: war now mid to tighten iir ueii,
:‘<p:cx has uages. workharder euu uemoreiuyai to iiie emplo)zrs.Des17iIr(he
revrtssinnlhclrnnian wnrkirigclas uri-.e ncw industrieshad managedre ieree
subsizmia] \\ zg: intmnscs. isyexpiuiurugaae shoring: ofskillcd iauour ziaey iiaa
forctdlheemvlvyerx to yam riieir dcmands. necause amie nurure cflmnian
iiidusiries, me qucsiicii at training a sunablz labour force is very in-ipurraru
mdlrd. Th!‘ reuriairrrs have paid deariy in aeveiop me ueeesrary skill: and

uanilol aiirirei in is): merr wmirere.
zn



Solnlhispcriadcfcconamnccnsls |.h:baIlrgcolSl= persuaded me gov/lsrnmzni
Io ass 1 figlllirlg agllllsl me \wrkera' demands. The gnvcrnrnenl has
bmuglltinamwdracunian labourlaw whlchi5m:ss:ncenflin'c|anuc). on me
working class. Workers should now Ilavt ldzntily cards on which all lllc
luromiuuou ab-ml Um prcvious uud cnl'rcn|employ\'VI:nl1: given nu. 15 m
slap lliel-u from lemug one lob lo: a beuer paid (me. Peualue, would b:
imposcd on any firms cmvioylllg wurkcrs lmm another rum, All i uas cl"
courselulpzdlc polilicise me lmuiuu working class aud prmt If) u max iu order
[0 ha ab]: lo ngm rm ii: own imcresls it has [0 win dtmocrallc nghls

Th: regime’: project: for me resdluuou of lhc ngrlculmral susii uave jusu
bcgunmhcimplemenlcd. |l'a.nd whcn|h:y«r:v.Arn:d uul tunnel is would mtarl
an Cxploslvc uulauou 'u Ih: uounuyslde. The only way um me proposed
‘agn:uIn|ra| p0|es’mn hccrealed lsby ms; rumugsome nflllc ptasalu lai-uilies
ofhheix laud. lu due or me iuslaums iu whlch |hls was ln=d u led |o inlcllflt
peaeaul <lrugg|l:« The laud rermus uave brmlghl the peasaulry mu) dusu
Cnlllacl Wu)! ms sale. and If such mnsions ale allowed In illcrcaéc mu mun
would be me rapid pdliuclsauou of the pnsant

lu me mcamlmc lue econcrnlc crisis deepened. The cnmpelltlnn wllhm (hr
bourgemslc uad hemmc so leuse ma; may began ctpnung each olhcr Bu! In
Iranllusmeansexposinglhcslalc. rlmolmrlueqsuem Creanng\h<(und luluYorlnduslrlalisatlon. fil!anringiL.rrr.1|lngus capuuluxs and parcclllng mll me
markei between uaei-u u-as llnkcd every ludi» ual capilalm so closely min the
slalelhaxupcncompztlllen bclwccn [hem has a diract wczlkcnmg all 1 cu nu»
aluuamy mf me Slak‘. Th: ‘ugly fan’ or mu llldlvidlml dapualui is a dirccl
rcflacllon at th: rlalurc al me slate. t tryout m luau has accumulated Ihtir
wcalkhmmuyl serviccs rendered in nu» Ruynl (nun or wruacls wiLLl other mp
mcrnbzrs of me slam laueeaumxy

The Royal rauuly llself 15 me most lnlvolxanl cauualisl lam. _
l\/Lm}

eapualius. In order to oluaiu lh: monopoly glmofmc market om: mu Shah
aud the amt! mcmhtn or the Royal Family mi circles dust NJ lllcm} cheav or
rreesum ifl|htH’Il|d|l.\|rIC$. V4I\K:l\l)I(‘('1|1llfl| 5 «art cxpmlng cach mm u
moans :x|)0sIng 1h: urlgms al Dwlr w::\lIh and power. and (Ill: lml:h:s on use
ml: of me Roy l Fuluily iuslr.

All Ilm iuieucapual.sl squabbling of cnurse luel ms nu Malt cams!
lorces aud hclpca lo add morepollhcnl du-ueuuous In their nglu IL was wmuu
Such a mum max Ih: man mcvcmcnl agaiusi me diualmsliip truplkd Th:
pcrlcd Dfccunolmc gmum uascuuluoa nan andall me his dreams abmu -ms
nmvelawards me Grral Ci\llisa|wn" have been shmuv up for wual they are.
-rliereu dlseduleulaluougsulaeoverwuelmiug lntuorlty 0(1):: uepulaxleu. the
clzssslrugglchas sharply in(cnslfi:d,and la (obi: all, the authority allue mus
hasbun queulduud awn h) the rul1ngc|.’A~silsL‘|f.Andlherlllingclmfisunnblc
lodoznylhlllgabanlll.Tllrycannmr:s4)\velhc5o('ic~cc0numiccns sinueflle)‘
memselves are llscause. The} cannol change [he ngime um lhty lllemselves
ur:i|~uff~prinLL~‘xl1LI Imus: lmubled limcsnmhlllgcau h:lp llieul bulev Khan

|h: rank: of mm suau

 a
~ rclcrcnce lo a book by me suau.
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Part Two

The upsurgeof the massmovementThccmzrgenccufzdtcpemnomic:risis.:DIlDIcdwilhl)Izpoll calimpasseof
lhc lranran mhng class. on (ad a levonrahle relanenshrp of roreee which
allowed rhe opposlucn agarnsr rhe shun dlctamrshlp to explode mm .1

pewerlel mas: muvenlenx.
Thcgrumblesohhe wcxkcrsmdonsoftherulingclass. Lhosewuhxhc lml sayinlhcapyomnmng or me stale’: rrwurces, had dam: much In djscmdll rhe wild

ramblings aflhc shah abouta‘Crra(Civilisal$on’andm indicmtlhc arreenen
in which she lalm-he mrwaslzgzs, Inalficicncizs. cormvlionand leilnre should be
put. Nonethclzss, llwasm lhisvcry appararns Ahal the ruling class had re appral
in order to save (hemsclvcs from me ensrs. Tm: could only weaken hen. the
nulhonry el the slate and themselves.

Th: p:liI—bourgcols|e. wlnch had got flu: worst deal enr or 111: ‘kuyal
Refmms‘,hadngh(lmmlhc l7cgmnxrlg(i .srneerhe early bflsutlzcked rhe
bureaucracy ash loo] uflhfidcpenutnl mlmg class inrenz en LlcstroylngInn'sculture. and economy luIduITL:nng|h:ccunlrywholesale In lorvlgnexsfl h newrnlensrneel its stuck: on tn: gevernrnern and III: mhng clique as a whole.
aeepe nglhc ennrnseahnpesee oflht ‘reformers’ within me ruling class. ln 3
snnhlaon na which rhe ‘rclorrl-lens‘ were mug to keen lhelr disuanee rrern lhe
govcmmcnx and Mold lakmg respensllnliry for its failures, rhey had
nevermelees to urge pnhcles on this very government whlch rneenl [unhnr
nnnauon of rhe pellkbourgeolsiz.

The marking class dcxplle hem; young, lllexvuienced in uruggle and
unorgan ed, and detpllc lht mnnnulng repression. was now inmaling slnkc
afxersu e Th:SING‘)-'DL\1d[fyi0Supprt5Vmm! In rhe may h knew bes .semlingln lhepollceand SAVAK, urnrallyassanlungrhesrrihers. arresting and
impnsmuingrheringlmdcrsand sacklngscuresofwclxkcrs Eu| |h:bmu'gcolsic
could no! alford me stoppages caused by such rnelholls urgrnhehrealnng ln
these emnoxnimlly lroubled nmes. However. evtryumz n backed down :1

powufulxnccnlivewas glven for mike nun-r .\It1I|(IY.s.S(|,SK)Il|CSlfil.C\were
2:



hrunlly pm down. our many managed to win rheir demands. This in mm
vxualcimdmcxhiliryoimcruhngcliss roimpnseirs ausreriry piau, thus hrlping

in «!v3rp<nin|cr<‘apIla}islriyairy and an max enraiied m i-nuruai cxposilrcs and

the erosron or the aurhoriry or the srare and Ihc Royal courr.
IL wm vsnhin uni» arrnnrpnerenrsharpiyrnrerrsinedeiasssiruggiernarpopular

shscnruuu inth:<:uun\ry,whichliadalwxysexistedsincelmcoup of 195:, gm
anu reaerreri poiirng porru. This was snnrpiy nggravalzd by me pmscnce of me

hi and tvapgrowing rnass onhe urpan poor (migramsrroni the cmnmrysida

7 midi |fl Tehran aione exeeeuis 600.000), roe posoene gap bctwccn rich and

poor, monagesorau she pnsro uecossirreshkc housing and rnorisruvrs. and lb:
seeming rnrsiirerence oi rho gouermnerrr rn an rhese problems. nus. caupkd
niih naked mnnilesmlionsofwrnlplion and do-adenee. which thanks to on

ruwnucs had now mullipliedI:n1im:sm number and mngni1ud:, had hrnugru
e\er}bod‘y'S puriern-e ro irs limivs. whiisr are goyernunenvs propuganoa
rnaemno WA: announcing, wuh rhe usual ponrp and spiendour, the (ac: rhur is

would nnwpepossmiororrayeiImm Europero keesh lslandkh: sharrspriynre
anu cxdusiyc holiday rcsorl m me cruir. equipped men only the hesi in

ex e thing. including Madam: Claude‘:mizrnalioimfly[amous prosiiruresy py

Cnnwrdc. KheShal‘I's (mom wcrzcvicnngthz wntchedrcsidrnls onno shaniy
lmkny uuiside Tzhran and bringing iiaeir hurs on iop of nreir heads.

nae emergence orn rnoyemenr ofopposnlionso these bnna} eondirions was
rrrei iknblc and as u hmkc cvzrywhcre, rhe rzgime tried to suppress is, But rhrs

rune n did nor work, Thesavagv.-rcpvressionmeted our oy the Shah’: regime rn
crush and dcslr y any kind of opposiuou to his ml: had now turned inro in
complclcoppotile. Every‘ zctofrcnrcsxion. insteadorsuppressirrgrneproiesrs,
iiselfbecamzLbzspur ror rurrherrameaiisarionsnndbrczdening opposition to
H e Shah's ruie Those who had oarheren rherr energy and halrad nlainsx the
diclaioyship for 25 years. «(re nor going to be nopped by more rcpnssmn
I nrriiermore, what ihe regime was now facing was no longer simple eases of
v~nVurc(.{ rrroroers which ilcould Hush wixhoulsomuch as a murmur rrom any
nrher see on oi me popnXz1ion.Any mav: py nny srction agninsi me regime
irrnnearareh rouruiaeriyssyrnpainyamonyi oineriuyers.Assoonusrheregirne
med la suppress any proresrs me cilia seerors proresiea and urgamszd
nohdanvy acuom.

in mm vmyu a mass nioyeuneui iornemoeiarie righvs and againsi rne Shah‘;
diclawxship rieyeioped veryrapraiyunopnwerruuy in the ccurszcf jusi over a

year |nls rieveiopmeur zhisinovemenr ranehed (resin iayersoirnepopuiarion
i;\.cr_\ naynnri :xpand:dIo1IItrtlnot:sKpaxlsa(l)Icccun(ry. Almost wary lxycr,

nnncrnry and high sehooi students, proresrorn. reaehers, inwyers, wrirers,

pun». your-nuiisrsshopireeperr. housewives. lheurban poor, religious ieaners,
bun}. u-mpioyees, urc cl sen-arus, nnuonai i-oiuoruies, iaxrdxivers, ine
rruiusirrai prolelanal. agriculluul workers eie., was smnthow or orner
1=\\ oiyea HI Lh: mcvemcnlIcrdemocmzic nghis and againsi an nspcas of lh:
S\mh'uyranny Even, politiml prisoners, uiomns omio previous or cilnvnt
rrsprniioris, pepan to organise scrungies inxidc SAVAK‘s dungeons.

\« rire movemtnl grew it also began ro approeiure in own srrengrhs and
J-.w;1iI«-.u\.ag=r:p|-‘coalshyflIertgin\=.xlII:vctx1oppe-ifaxlnng. Every livnc xh:

‘M



government (rm! (0 us: the carrn. so buy um: and d\”|l5C Hm vrousts, ll pniy
inland to encourage other and mor: Wen Dmleatx

EvcryIu-nunrcvonmlIoihesnckmcrush1h=proAes\:rsuonly naipod roroaon
Vhtmrnorcmiluamfan-nsnf snuggle. Looking ar (11: =\/(ms olth: pan period
shows how a movcmcm of pmmsr. \Vh}CII htgan by 037211 leners and pciilions
rcqucsungelememary dematrauc r:fcrms directed mostly «I XII: gvvammelu
itscll. endcd up as mass rnobllisanons of milnmls calhng rpr ‘Dtnlh to the
Shah“ If n oar not (or him absence or a mdiurionary leadtrship. lhcsc
nipiniisanpnscould hav::a:ilytndL'd the Shah‘s:Lu1otracyfare\'er Even so, it
was only with the help of tens pc thmuands ol xoldicn almud wnn cmdrain
mnks, and lhc nor I/cry noiy zlliange mar Ah: forcs of rmnion musleled
Inrtmationally, {mm Canzr lo Hun xo Feng, mar mo Shah mind he saved
Evuuhen, j|l$| by Aheskmof his teeth. And um, aswcshnllscc. isnm forlongl

THE DIFFERENT nusas or was wuss MOVEMENT.

Tn: d:v:1upmcmor the pollucal mavemcnlzgxinst me Shah’: drcmprsnip
ranbcd edlmo mm phsss: [mm the rarly spring in ‘Dzmmbel 1977, lmm
Jnnnnry ro June I978, and iron. July ro S=ple|nb:r I973,

The rirsr phas: was markedaffbynsuddcnmamas: Ill U1: numberufsigned
Dp=n letters rroin well known individuals. ox.poiiri:ai Indus. vmfessimlal
grpnps, n:\-«lydtclarcdpolitical formations. cm addressed ro ma government.
pmlrsling at various aspects of the condition: prevailing in in: country.
Amongsl the nnponnnr ancs rwo dxstinclivglyduficrem rypos could be seen: on
the on: nnnd these demanding oalam dcmocvauc rights from |hc regime, and
on 0|: ouiar nnnd (hos: offering adviu‘ nr poinipai prngnlnmes on how to
changzor rcfcxmlhcsyslcm.Fnr::<aIIIp|e, onegroup orwnrers and po:1£ wrolc
a vigamus crmcism a( III: regime‘: mmcks on rraadom nf anisuic and
inroiiaornai activities, demanding {ha ieg.aii.auon or {he banned ‘Iranian
Wnlus’Association’andancndmctnsoxshlp,Onl)Il:0lhcrhnnd,anum|1v:rof
iongnrrnc innnnvd lcadcrs afme old Nanpnai From wrolca letter to the snan
asking him |u ‘many rcspect mo iranian Constitution‘ |f 11: Want: in save Um

cpnniry iroin ‘the diniuridar which are |hn-Aiming ixs fi|mr=’.
The first lypeconsisledoflhose inymand gmups wnrcn had :1Lher Lwdjtions

of slrugglv: ro: darnoaranc nghh or were m a strong oppmon beams: of mo
obviousjustnexsof marcans: and Ihc widc suvbon il could enjoy or. Indeed.
the vary m|ldn:so of Hit dunands. Thus Ia;/tr inclndcd srndenrs, nnmrsny
lecturers, lawyux. wnt:7s.poeK5.Kn|e|.lc<IuaI$.lzachcn and sp on. 111: second
type contained new ruformisl pdinicai forrnahom like ‘Iran’: Radical
Movtrncnfl leaders or me various snndos of the pin bourgcoislc, liberal nnd
pzrmmnrgzois Imtionalisx phrlia belonging X0 in: pr:—l953 period. and an
sun: of indmunais from m: very mdical liberal Inxellectuzls to me
ulux-nationalists.

Wming Ieuexs mighx uu| appear lo In much oi a struggle agninsx the
dmaturship, bin in irnn Lhls was 311 imponanl dmiupnmni, By proktshng
upenly and pumng men names [0 ionors. In final: cauld haw: lost their was
prar least mod inrprnonnnani III in: previous period. Fpr a long Lime nonc had
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dar¢!J|0:V:lIpenlulers. lsnl as rrioiiasrlie rirsr Iew lcuers wersdisii-miuedaiid
ir was SCGII rliai the molesters got away ‘rli ii, the mad gal:-s war: apeiisd.
wrrliiii a few mK7n[l1S everybody was wr [lg ODEII leirars.

Tliis was D01 llnccnnecwd wiLh ma den-mgogy ul Cane! abclll ‘Human
RighL5' and the growing Inlcrnflficflfi.‘ isolalion of L1-in srialvs Iéglnlc. Many
siiiivlemns, Includmzsvmtofiheuld lraniaii libznlsireal.|YlhoIIEhHhalCal1:l'
was either going [0 \'€IIIOV¢ Lhe slisn or pm presriire anliiin in change his ways.
Evcnsomt high-mnklllg mcfllbtn omis liiirsriricrncy ilsrlrwcrc lrying in lake
Xh:1rdl3Iinc:frolnLh:Sh:h.Manymumslmplylmindlhtmcmznlfipponufle
rri d.ireCHJIeirhlDws,lnany way, riiaregiiaairnsiiiiioposilimlm damp down an
mewrilers a|'l|\c:ch:1lcrs.hwaswobusy warding offblaws Irom rnaiiy oiliar
directions Alfirsuuned to igllorelhefll iiopiiig they iniglii go away Forflliflle
the rczlrn: also rrioiiyil mar by zlluwing ill: lemurs lo cur-iliiiiis It could also
Drov: to in: warld rnai me restrictions0!! Dchfiml frezdamsin lraii Werellol as
bad as [he opposilial-l was making ii Oil! in be

But [ht rrgiiiias auiliidc simply bllfioumged new protests. ll man Lxicd lo
miiiileralrasxby‘ nialriiil; daims nbaul irs awn ll|lEn|)0!IS on ‘hberallsallbffi
and DYrefII(inE(hechzr£e53£aJXl5lii. rliisorcoirrss. wasznadded IIICEIHIVE1 risi
mm W)“: lrad already wriiian ii was a green liyir la wrile EVCII morelhnlmlgh
exposulesoflhcrcgimc, forolhersllWaslhzcuzlojcinln.wl-ialwas c\/Cu inora
dangerousfor HIE rsgiiria was uiar Iflme griiiips decided I!) go beyond wriiiiig
letter: and organlud Izfiolls.

Th: riimins Dmm Elm: whcrl a iiiiiiiiiar or public poelry readings were
m'ganis:d by Ill: Wrilcrc’ Associallon. Thesereadings auracxed ieii lo (w:nlY
moiiraiirl iiarlisipaiicsevsryrvrnmg and Wu: liirned iiiio in-ipcriaiiz pulirical
C‘/CIIl5,E}<pOSll1glllEl’!§l'n€'Sh)’DOC|'iSyal|dilS ‘llb¢ral1salIcn'gvmm)Ck!. Arlir
25 years rii dictatorship these were rna lirsl political mzeflngs organised
independaflfly lroiii lh¢r:gilII¢.SuddclI|yLhelapes ofspcochts on Vhelegmlds
(mom 0!! Czlvsotshlparid lalwiiiii poems Wu: being dirlrilaiilcd tvcrywhcrc
sir-nilaracliriiiswsre belllg lalreii bycAh:l'1:y:xs:nud:nl:w=l'=axg:lnmngup:n
pollllcalforumsinslde uni‘/ersilics,law‘/aswereformingtheirawnassociauons
and po ical Dppa aiiisis wtr: rev ii; llinir drgisii saiiaris,

Thcsewcrenol.hows"/¢r.l|I¢mIlylypes ofstrugglcukingplan: The number
Dfcccnllrnll: slnkes Increased iliiirply [0 air unpltlit/fltlllcd lIumB(:T(3| liriiiwii
slnkes in UK nrsl SIX Ilmnlhs of 1978). Th: slnlgglts of me unl‘/zrslly suioai-ils
iindlakeiirzry mililantfolms and liaii spread Io includealmost :\i=xy umvelslly
iii Iran.Thcshavplurncnmeduringll1elirsllcn'l'l1nOnober l977whe||m: fighi
aroiiiidlliedciiiaiiulorlnerei-navalorgiiardslroiii Ultcflmnustsandlhtrighloi
III: S|udClI!S ID iim ilisir OWII libiaiiss spread in many I-H1lVCfSIll|S. sriidciils
were now organisingslrcerdzmonslratinns and dispersingas soon as the palm:
caiiie oiiro (he scmc. The iiiosr iiiiporiaiii develovmcnl iii lliis pcricd was.
Drobably. lhc inajnr nglir rliii erumed helwtell Tenrai-i's Door and ms
sovmirnsnr forlxx. Tlieyxefundloleavelhe aiaasriiirsiiieiliacllyliiiiiis which
may him ralsii over and built llleir liriis dii. After waalrs of rrriigglc iimilyiiig
liaiid lo hand criinliai with lb: prilisc, DECUDEHOIIS al‘ iris wwn liall aiid
delllflnslralians, lII:y managed la tori»: [ht g0‘/elnfllcfll lo rarraar.

1-lid mglmc b:cam:\nErea:IlIgly\«0rri:d aboiii |htSI|ua|l0!I, cspecislly H116!

mm swnrale srmgglis we)’: now lyadiiauy liiilring up i-irli :ach u|h:l' and
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posing[heir dcmandsiii an inaiaisingiygcnernflwd roini. The govtnlmenl was
Draparulg Itself for a maJDr clamp down, biii nisi i! had (0 make Dolmcal
Drepaxallolls. This was III: Dumas: or iii: snanx visiz io Wlshinglon in
Novaniim l977—laShoWKhe bureaucrat)/and Lhe vascfllaiing mCmbc1’S0'LhE
ruling class iiini Caller siiii supported iiini,

He had noi even mlulnld (D iiaii bsrais Ih: imiiai ICDIISMS begin
The siiiiieiiis wcic beaten up inside [he tampllses; a numbex of Writers WCXI:

alrlstzd: lnezlings wsia sinasiisii up by roaming bands of Lhugs oiganisaa by
SAVAK, siiiiis W:U—knl}wn iignias were kidnapped and iicaien i.‘lnK7Sl lo
deaxh; bombs wm axpimmi in Lhl iioiises al opposiuemst leadats and in the
offices of w:I1»knownlawy=rs. Lsading nieinbsis of (h: Shah’: xaiiauiiz
vaiiy Slflxlcd iiiviuiig [ht ‘nslri0(s', L('. the SAVAK. zo oiganiis ‘Revmge
Squads’ and ‘National Defence oiiaiiiy Kc iigiii me ‘forugn dominated
uoiiiiieinaiieis who want in dcslmy iiaiix Slablllty”.

Thvstrackdownon lhcopporsllxonaianai, iiowsvni, smii lheproltslx. Fer lht
fu'sHI|1|:agcneralpoliticnlsirxkclooknimiiiaii iiairsiinimiizia .afloode1
lettersofprolzslwertpulilmhcd; iiersiice wmmillecs Wc1eIarn|Bd;cVeK| Public
prtsi conlerencts in in: pinssnce oi mlcmauonal observers wok placz; (he
poiiiisai prisoners wcni on hunger siiikas; iawysis Issutd a wi-ii againsi use
public piassuimi, and siinsi nissungs were oiganissa. nis mas! iinponani
iimiopinani was, iiowmi, ai Ah: and at uiis prim Vvhrn Lh: IEIIKIDUS

oppnsiiioninmasiiaii-sizgnnncncaagainbssanieauivc
Durlnglhccrkck down iiisiegiinaaiiaciiad many Shut: IvhgiO|l\C(‘r(:mDniCS

(|z(:No\«:mbtrflnd mrly Dt0€lI\hCl’]WMCh waie being uxedm m’g,Jmsc5uppofl
sci l11c‘«iC(imSUfr:prCSSiUn. iii inany tines Lhclocnlxdigiolls leaders Werestnl
iiiioaiiiaana soni: wzrtcirrcsted. Plolmnefll leadcrc omie Shiite like Ayatollah
KhDlI|:\\'\I n fol: Slztenlellls condemning the siiairi bnllhl rule and Cfillcismg
‘IIIDSK who :xp¢Cl ii in mum to consiiuiiionai rule‘. H: also inviud all his
followers [0 llmle iii (hcir piiiinsis Igalnsl uic rt‘g|m€ nnd caiinii on (he ‘Xslinuc
Army’tofrtcllselflromthe‘S|'lzme0f:nSlIVzmcn(ln(heha11dS0lilIe'l\s'.

ms was Kh: nackginiina wiiiiin which lh: Stcsnd pnasn of ill: m1\~
moVemcnl developed. ii was Spnrkcd off by a wcious and siandsioni muck
ngainsi Khomeini publish=d in EI:|i|.I|, HIE gDVeH’mIClI( controlled Tavisian
aaiiy, inianiiaiy I 973 lollowlngdllcclcxdtra ‘ fromzbove’.

mi prnvocalloll iininsaiaiciy broughl iiiass urolests in Qom, 1ian's mos!
ilnpor|3n| rebigiolls city. Faiiiim dayiniioiqoni was on siiikeanaiiizisWEI:
masnve demoflslrxllons combined Wllh inming and View speeches by [ht
Ayatollah: (Ah: f<\Yg\UuS lcaders) bilrcrly auackmg nic iag me. The Army was
svsiiiiiaiiyssni HI [0 cr\.\$h [he asmonsiiaunni, ll upcned riia and ai leasl a
hundred people war: niassacien. This bmughl aiioiii mass prmesb in many
mhcrci1ics.Almcsl cvtry iaiigioiis leader I:0lIdtfl'm{‘d inn biuiaiinasiam niiii
calledloraday ohnallonzlnioiiiningnn is Fsimiaiy. lheforlielh day following
the massacre in Q6!!! wiini followed was Ih: now famous (any day cycl: of
masi proltsls.

Th:basiccllaraclcrofthlscyci:which iiisiingiiisiisd ii rieni uizsaiiisiviiais
was wiauinicaiiVu’t(‘llJ<:mDl|SH’a\’mflS |lIV(V|VIl\g a wide range orsiiciai groups:
we D¢T\l—\7uu\'gCaiSie, (ht iiibaii and lo 50ml: exmm. ma iiiiai poor, WDYKEIS.

Students, BIC. The pOI.\HI:'¢| iiaiiiie ml lh: prulzsls were. amiongn ralhcr
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'Monnung' ¢.....:..,.n.m. .... m .: mm-I M
confuszd, much moregeneralncdand v:ry am: in so ram me we dvrucu-d

againsuheshah andlmtyxann). Durmg mm mubihszlionsmu dcmonslramrs
would mack giwcrunnenml hu1ldu1gs,of[in::sni Lhtmuchhrnedum ummciug
N21 nal Resurgmcc Pan)/' tlladzkhxz). banks, or .1 manual welfare
msunnes, and anything with Impzria .5‘ ccnnecnuns, parucularly American.

Allonhcscpmxzs(s\vcn*pm downhy mmm, and the police and mm um:
scorewlpn:up|e\\erekullcdurixuulcd Em thu Eyclccuuld nul hesmpped. Forty
dayszficrany mzmaunr,anmheruvcnmarcmumxcvmtesxwould Lakcplxce. In
the name: of any urgamsalion 1nco—nn(unIc.u.non and (am: mu me ugh!
control al'merepr:\<i\'c forces, rhc mzrsscspm m good use (ms old (mdnian a;
mourmnglhcdcadonmclcmuhdu) Imlmwzxyxlmuihaneousdumnxmralions
mmg,-mm».xi..-nu rammmsav \hisvas:coun\ry.On1he mm-m day ofeach

mama: everybndy kvmh um cvcryhmlg eh: W.L\ gamg m dcmonslrmcl
cum xmponam slrugglm me Look plat In the Alarhaymn and Kurdistan

pmvulccs, m mmumwomaznmpuuanl upprc ed naumuuscsmc. (V1: nm
sag. u[n):—em:rgenL:n:ofKI\cmnvcmcnl lox seH—dc\enmmumnmama. In
Amrbayjan.lhevcwurcAnumbu0fd«:mo|IslrmmI\unwhichs|o_ mpmlesxing
agmnsl nzmonal oppression wcru nancd and mt Eng: wer: hchi uxing me
h:uruL'd Turlmh language. During the whole as’ nu ma whaxe nuwhrxc was
ma mass movtmcn: morn wxdesmud and mar: mmmu man it was m Tzmm
(me cemraw cily nl UH: pmnnce) (m m: fim af me Fnny day cycln an is

b:uaryl97E.0nlh1: day. demnnulrzuunmuk om me my my 3 [aw hours.
and me governmentlladlobriugiruwops and mm from me numdrand mom
u.» M» Vhruugh Ihc uawm. The sumicn xrauoncd in m.» CH) had refused to
sham. ln Kurdmun, me death on popuhr Kurdxsh fighter who had ju\l hum



rele:s:dfim11jai|lndmluncl97Kmad:mosKralmnaf20.00()cal|.|l|5far‘z iree
and mdepeIId=nt K\1fdISlfll|'.

Olhersecwrscmniinued\vi1h!heiis1ruggI:s:moreclashesicokplzoebelwezn
Sludenlx and inepoiiee; ihe numberor airiiresepniinued 10 increase and in. me
firstiimewcikersueretaking iip ppiirieaidemauds for ireeiiadeunioiis: maiiy
agricuiiuraiwmkus weiii On smk:, and in mieinipenanz agrD>llId\1S\ry, iiiey
smashzd up an iiie enuipnieiii airer raiiing to achicv: iheir demands;xcoruef
iiigii reiinei iriideiiis were drawn into puiiiieui activity lor ihe nrsi rime; riie
Raiiaiririz parry was hegiiiriiiig lo eiaeii up; a number of semnllegal iwiiiieui
iiewapaper; hegiin ((7 he piihiirhm: maiiy wriiere simpiy ignnred ine censuxship
andpublixhedihrirbmcksi1Iegally::v:nni:SIiah‘shand-pickedmajlisdepuiics
(iiieiawerrmnsepireriiameniihegaiiiiiaperiiyeriiieisezhegovernmeiii.

ii was obvious ihni ihe mgime‘s pium whieh had pruypired th: cycles pr pip
xesi had eompiereiy iaiied. By ariaciring Khomeini. ii iiud rough: in Slop rhe
spread pi rhe nppoiiiiou rhrnirgh drawing are reiigious hierarchy heiiiud iiie
gDVEJnmclIl'S piahs. ii especially ieared ine fact ihai Khomei ‘s is years of
einiewereeomrngroanendand hemighiiyini lo reiurnrd iran. The goyuiimeni
hppedHm! hy ieriiaiing iiie moremdicaiapposiii nisls lik: Khomeini, ii wpiiid
mine are moreeoiiseri ' ieadersiprairea ppsiiioii in supparl errhe regime
Entall ihai ii had aerueyed riirpiigii mtycmonihswas. (‘acute plaoeiheiadlcal
wing 31 ihe head of ihe mdyemeni. And ihe mayemeiii now had a rruiy mass
eharacier,

The regime. iinwem, rrmiigiir oiherwise. After ihe lnsi cycl: pp 9 May. no
fur(h:r nalloflwidb slraev. mobilimiinns rupir piiiee. ii appeared Lhll iiie
reiigieiir iehdere iiieinseiyee were arlively opposing any iirnnermasi pmtesls.
Thu "lance UICIDSEIVCS iiud btcamc yery rupdued. The masucru had iairen
iheir rpii—4,ooodeadinaiewmonLhs.Ev:|Ith: iiiiponiini eniiiyermry oirhe
June was massacre: — when mer icwoa henpie iairiug pan in 3. naiioiiwide
prpiesriigainsrrne Shah‘: 'W'h||tRevolIiKion' were iriued by me ariiiyand, aner
wiueh, ichonieiiii was reiii inm axxl: — pasnd wiiiioui much ineideiii. iviaiiy
religious ieaders and man or iiie iiherai bourgeois pohlxclans had urgtsd ihe
mnsser [D stay ai npme in a peaceful day of moles! (er iear or a POSHDIE

hlomibalh A period of reiariye hiii riad deveiopedw ‘ch made ihe gnyermneni
ihinirihaiiihadniiuiiysremmedrrieiide.ianiiiieiiaiiiird pl-inseapcnad.

ii beganwmpiereiyspontaneous A iiumher oflncal ineideuis in a number
or cities ied la bloody clashes wirn ihe aim). And. despit: uie Bppaxenl iuii,
lznsions were riiiiiiiiig so high ihar aiiyiiiing coiiid expiode nae Siluauon. in
ivierised, a 511,000strongdelllonsiraliunwokpiaee on 24 July eiianiiiig ‘Death
[0 rhe Shah‘. This roiipwed a iurierai iiie day heipre which had ended up in
dashtswilhlhepnlic:.T|onps,tanks and iieiicopiers were called iii ipemriiiiie
aempiiiiriiiioiiieading [D ever a hundred iieaiii: nie ipiipwingweeir miidariry
znimis war: organisediii mm: rhan zu ciiies ieadiiig Io iuri.iier clashes wirh rhe
ai—my. in Tehran. which had so iar heen giiiei, demnnsuaiipns rraried erupiing
by me ham. in Qom peppie :r::i:d iireei barricadesand ieughi ihe ai-rny for
hours ivefaruhty were (owed ip disverse.

whai was sptcial ahpui riiis phase of me mass mo\«:\'n:i1l was noi wily iii
epdniaiieeiie ehaiaeier iini iriai ii has iiie must nii iraiir SD iar. Evtiy
deineiiiiirriiian ended up in iieree haiiies wirn iiie police aiid ine army. Th:
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demonsualors had learhr u great deal from the armarrs clash hzy wet: no
lolI_E,':rvr¢paI:dmpeacdullygetshcl.Thcyhadleaxnlhowlanenlrallxelhelear
gas hombx, how [0 buildhurrrrarlas hurl mm lo :5: fire 10 lyrzs aha do5~up Ih=
uacks on lJ1c:anks.Funhermorc.Ul ’ rmhahrlswm now very clear cvzry
dcnlcnsualion called (or ‘Dzazll N) the Shah’. This plus: was pmlcularly
dmlscroux for me reguha, bscauss u was d=lIwnIislng ure ur-my. Unanned
dcmonstramrs war: ddying Illa welkeqnippcd lrarrlau army and even
succgedinglnholdingilaiiforhours. Thesiluallon became cspecially won ng
m lsralrauand slurraz in early Aux‘-xsl. Agarrl. local iuclashrs led to climax th
lhcpulicc.Theannywasbroughl in and [urmex clashes wok ulacs. Lhlsrahaua
housz so house fight wirh me urmy d=v:loped which conlmned {or two days.
ram: with these two mnbllismicns the govcrnmem realised mar 11 hurl
mlscalculated ahrl avmsrihrarha lrs ahllzry In defus: the mass mo‘/Klnnnl. All
tllzlwaslefuodowaslorclymloe aguluarrthe nlighlofitsarms.On 10ALlgusA,

rruovs occupied slriraz and mar-llul law was d::Iar:d in lsrahau. It Soon
bccame cI:ar, hcwevrr. mar ma ruarllsl law was not as effecLiv= as the
govunnlenx wished. lh u numbtr 01 il1c|d¢nLs K1-lc soldlcrs slnlply refused to
shhor. The population um um take Lh: marrial law seriously.

The gum-rrruaurrrow decidzd on Iclnrcourseohclien:alotulclarnp down
lnlhewhulcofthe country. Em ls harl la preparefill: yollnd (or such lurgc scalc
repressian. The Lillle Hider: in SAVAK cooked up mu rhosl rrrhumur
conspiracy’ in wk a packcd ainema ah fire, blm-nc ll on the ‘Mnsl:m fanatics’
who are agaim! such aspect: af‘modeIl1isa(ion'and|h=n use rr as a pr:!zx| to
crack down on ma cpposlllon. Thus rr was on 17 Augusl rhar rh: shah mm on
the radi arulrelerlsiarr la Waxn the uopularlah that ‘whllst l wahl ll: glv: you
ursar civ sarlorr. lhcy wanlmgiveycuzgmal f:ax'. Folly sighs hours latrr oh
l9Augusl, the 25m anniversary oflhe cm coup, a cinema ln Lh: poorvan of
Abadml wassuon firmuravcr7\)0pcupl:lockcd inslde. They were all hurhl la
mam.

For a whllz ir seen-led ural Ah: r:g'me's conxplmcy was wcrklng. But the
sirusrrou rapidly changtd and lb: whole plan backfired, lrr Abadan ilseli the
uhulcpopularrou ulllcldyrallsed whu had been behind thz firz. Man)’who had
hccn present ar lhe sum: (ms cinema was hurhlrrg for half arr hour) had found
tnoughe'vid:n:=Io knnwrllzm was In: vmxk ollh= gnvunmenl itsrlf. Tnenext
day a massiv: demollslrzuon wns argalllsed in Abadan denunding rhar mu
‘Shah musr be burnt’ For {our days they: dzmonslmliol-ls conm-med, growing
moremassive and semnsmar: mllilam =ach day. The real truth about me fire
won rcachzd (very comer of Iran. Demonsualiuns w:re orgarussa sh marry
olherdriesauackinglheragimcfcrilsbarbamusscl.

Th: anger or rha whole populmlon war haraurlag unccnuollable. The
reg.rm=*s lmempl to find scapcgonls xmlply rnndt rlrr» srruarsau worse. The
lznsion wus hecumlng dzngcrcusly Lllploxiv: So 111: ruuhg class cooked up
anothumanoeuvrtz aching: ofgovzrnmenr.on 27 August, mcshahshumed
hls entourage. uropurhgAmollzegarand electing sham Emmanli, to lead the
governmentlo yvcme appearancemax he had finally rerrsazecl In me [ace of
oDDusllinn.Th:aimoflhismanmuvrcwastodlvcriMel-llion lramlhcAhsdnn
massacre and buy cnough rum to prepare sh: previously decidcd ‘sm1(=gy‘ of
bmlnl represxloll: The new prim: mlmsrzr prarrussu ‘a rapid mnvz lownxds a
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rdrauy Open political atmosphere‘ and lnrrned what he called -a geyernmenrof
nalionalrzcancllialiun’. Healsoannounced rharne whnled lonzgollazewllhme
pclllicaland lellgionslcaderwflhe ovpnsillon. Foralewdayalhegoyer-nnrenr
mndzltzppear lhalpresxcellmrshiphad been relaxed. lnren lew<willlleadzrs nlrhe apposition were publlslled In lhe semixuflidal dams: and mlnuuls were
drclllzlcd rhar a y had been arranged lo Nalarroappeus: Khdnrelrn. A ‘fret
elec-Lloll’ was promised for l'l:xl summer and ‘lrudam of ucll\«lLy' wns
guaranleed lnr ‘l:giLlmz(:' pullzlczl parties’

The manowvre secmcd lo have [oekd mast alrheso-called pollucal pamu.‘filuzwasevenasudden rush to form new panl ln a f:w days 14 parllex had
Inrlmncedrherr urtscnce. sonre llctablccpposiliollists were givmg lhen viawx
on lhe pros and calls ufglvingm:gnyernnrenr ‘llmeto pmv:l1s=lF.Asfox rhe
Abadarlnre: lrwas nnreyenrnenrlnned. on zhefirsldayofthenewnbllletit was
announced rhar lhe Iraqi goverrll'l1:l|t had arrsred sun-lcbody who war
respnnslbl: lnr lhc firc and had gxv:n ham to rhe lranlan authorities No more
has been lrenrnhonrnnnce.

The masst: wtr: nor. huwcvrr, fooled hy all files: manoulvres. Thal rr was a
muloeuvte was obvlous la rnany obscrvcrh Fimly, me cumpasllion uf rhe
tahincl showed rhar lhe Shah did nar nlan any ‘rccol-lci|inuoll' hrn ln lac: was
pleparinglarzrnajornewarraelr. Thenewc.ubine1 conxlsltdoflndividuals even
rndrereacllnnaryrhan l-lnvelda-srnlnlsrers. Thenrirne l1l|nls(:r hlrnsellwaa dne
dnhernner rruaredservanrsnlrheshah, Hlsrnilllslztdl mrlllxerior wax G=n:lal
Abbas olrnralaagh ehlelnl rhe Nauonal Gendan-nerle. Secondly, whilsl rhc
Indus af rhe ‘legllimatf names were llrrring wrlh rhe l1:w gdvernnrenr, rhe
::l:l'el servic: wax rounding nn rhe militant acuvlsls and me radical relrglaua
leaderrln ‘/3l’iUL\S1DC3h|l:S,V\/?IflllSt‘/tn rndre lndrearlyererhelaerrhar lwadzys
helnre Lhz chang: olgnvcmmema xapasacrelorder was s=l1| K0 lhe dual‘: or all
me ar-rned Fortes, lhe raollee and gendanrlcril: lo pal rherr forcts on rhe nlcn, 7.0

cancel all have and rn all back nnyhody already an Inn. Troap movzmems
reponcd during lhcae days, show lhal rhe army had order: 10 mav: Iawuds
lhoxccxuexwhrehwereeenrres nlelashesln lhcearlitrpzriod and which were not
closets any arm) dwlsions. II wasclehrrhhr rhe rullngclasshad rnade llpiu mind
rhar n needed me Shah and was przpanng for militaxy rule. ll only needed lime
and an opporulne molll=nI ln rlnke.

ln rhe meanranre, d:splle nll rhe mnnotuvres, a mu wav: of demonsrrarlans
had begun, spreadlnglo every cilyr lawn and village. Th:re were somcfimes up
to a ddzen d=mL7nsuaLiorls each day rn rvzry elzy. Twn days alrer lht change or
gmcrnmcnl, al least ren d:monslIa|Icns look place rn Tehran alone. on due
Samcdaym Qdrn. the my was rhe scene orrhe 1-liggcsl licmorlslranonu had tvrr
seml — rhe demonslmnml larred nl-llil dawn lhe Ilex| day Two days Inter in
M:shed, some peoplc lookpan rn a much whreh ended nn ln clashes wnh rhe
arrny. ln 1nhrlz.a cily whreh slnc: lhe llprls g in February has heen undcr
uCCupa||mIbyl)leal1ny,(hcl= wercclashes will-l rhennny vlrulallyeveryday.

Whllxl all lhes: dcmorlxlmuon:were occurnrlga rrlasslve strike rnnyer-hen: 0!
me walker: began. M051 0! rlre major lacrarrea In Tehran. Tnbriz. Ahwaz.
Arak, Quulm nrrd Echsharlr w:nl nn sn'ik:. ln a smkc in Tabriz rhe workers
issued a smlemcnl saylrlg lhal lhc officlal (Le. govunmem colllrollzd) llnlon
was rrnrnrherrnnrnrnfvlcwdrssnlved, andrhar rneysnrended lo hald eleerians
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io elecr rrieir real represulratives. |n annilier xmkt in Ahwaz, in reply in lrie
bosses claim uiaiilieyonuld nor grarilriny wagaiiiormes due lo Smnll nrorirsel-ie

preyiousyear,in: workers demandedlh:cpl.l\ingaIlh=bobks.
wlien uaeseslrugglesenlniinaredlnioLhc niaraiy:niobilisarions ofmillmns in

in: early nariy of sepieinber irie rulingclass knew rliai ir rind ro rneye quickcr
ilian ir had planned. On 4 sepieniber ui: celebruilnns rriurlring rlie end at
Rxmnnn(ihemnn(hnff:siil1g) were rurned inro peaceful inarelies oroyer rnur
million an over in: munuy. lri T:|Ir=In nearly 400,000 neonl: wok nan in a
marchwhlchconui-iued for over I4 hours. Tn: army was mobilised bu: rliey did
nor zlpcn Fire. people were cha.l-lurlg ‘Brother soldiers, wliy do you kill your
brothers?’ and throwing flowers ai rneni. wlnar was man noliccahl: was Lh:

support for me rnuroliersuinongsithe nonulanon. All along ilie roul: people
bad gailier:d eiruideilieirnnuses offzving rood andwnrerrn Lh: demunslralors.
on me Sim: day ii was announcedmar anoiner delnonslraiion would (ak=

plan:on7S:plembcrloaoinrneninraie iliernuriyrsonli:nasl inonrri, Nell: day
rliegoverrirneni banllcdalldcmunstmrlons. soineol me conseryaiiye religious
l:ad:ra adyis:d everyone to stay in home in order ‘nol lo give any excuse in rlie
x:gim=', bur oeonl: d:n:d all llireers and advice and eanie onro me iireeis in
eyengreurernurnberarlianonasenron-ioer,ln1elirannyerarri onlook vanin
ilieniosrlrnpressivederrionsrrarionofs|l'el1gIh.freelylrmnmslugwienrli:ui-rny
and even bringinglenrsla uieeyesolrnesoldiers.

nie gnvzmlllenlknew rliar ilconld nut rely on me iroopi to conrronr suoli
mlasslv: l'l\|l.‘nb:ls -rliey rried a law tunes ro stop in: niiireri bur rliey finally
drcldedmgiveirl. 'n-iedei-nonsiraiorsiv:r:iubilinni.most 0! lnerri though! mey
nad alreadywon me riglil: elianring 'Dea‘I.l|mlh:Shah‘ in rronr orsoldiersin a
banned demonstnllonl The dernnnsnraiion was growing by uie n-iinuie,
:y:ryoody along rli: roure was yoining in. A call was made no hav: anoilier
dernonsrrurinn lar lhc nexr day. ll was ro be for me release of all poliucal
prisollets Feoolawere conridenr rliar iliere would be an evtn bigger turn our
bur |h:n1am:Black Friday.

Aisain on Friday 5 Sep1:mb:r, megoyei-nrneni lmnaunccd rriarilal law in
llcillex, including T=hl'an, (arsix inonms.llwaiadesoerareauenior ro slop ill:
d:moIls(l'auon belore iireaolied uneonrrollubl:numbers. Pmple riad already
slaried la aasenible ai sani nor havlng beard abnni ilie martial law. wliai
followedwasclieruoslaayaaeburcneryordereneelesspea:-l::v:r seena :4/en in
die Shah'sl[:l|. lnT:h.ran ail:-.nl4,00Uwer:kil1edl This figur:is based only on
me number al bodies buried in reriran eerrieieries. Truckloads of bodiei wer:
raken byllwarmytolmkllown dutinatianl. his reooriediliur inany bndi:s were
iaken lo the l:=mra.I naris nl me K1‘/lnthe yasr doierls in Iran Up ro rlie laie
aliernonnroundsnlrriuelilnegirn filzcouldmllbe neard in Tdlran.

Th=mlingclasslhoughlomcagaillihax lliey liad bnuglu iirnelnrilieirsrian,
buuli: lrmlial-l maxszs relurned rclemlcssly in me srrirggle seven days arrer lrie
n-iarsuorc30.000 nedol: delied iii: inariial law and ilio ban on assemblies ia
galhcrat berieelri hula, Tehran’: inain oenieiery, wncre someomie vierinis or
Black Friday were buried, A newuavtofxporndicdeirinnsrrarions brolreoul in
20 ciucs. And niosi irrinnrrani on all, an unoreeedenily widespread srrilr:
mOV=m:n(Wa5irLmaledhylhewarkcrs.
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I Part Three
i

' The forces of
the opposition

in ma noiiucai devclcpmcnvs aim: past year and a half Ah: mosl striking
(aaiurnhas bten the growing influence of mo Shiite hiexarchy within Ihe mass
niovannnr. ms was namouiari, marked in are later phases of the movmicni,
bdore the impasilionor run n1anIalIaw.Dunngih|s pmnd uio Shiit: ludzrs.
expeciaflylhosuunderLhe influence ofzheexiledAyatollahKhomwll, emerged
as m: main political fora ar the mud or me miss: movement. in the
mobilisation: or any Srpuemher. Rh: millions wno wen calling for an:
averlhmw of (he Shah were aha demanding ihc mum cl Khomeini and the
esuhlishmenmfan‘[:lamicgnv:mmem’.

Thispopulu snppcn (or the rniiginus laadcrs has nron used by HI: Iranian
ruling cian: ro discredit riic mass movement The regimz has tn:d Lo diven
mniticn from iuownraiiurzs and me urngmsivn anrmicrazoriai natureoflhe
nnamnamnembyciaunrngnra:marnninoppasmnniociinsnammi’iousand
rnaorionary. Theyhavesaidlhaxwinimirnsnan promises a -ornnrCivilisafion’.
die oppmi on wamsarelurntothe ‘dark old days’ This has also haul usod by
Lhcimpenaljslslojnsiilymnir supponlarlheSha)|'sbloodyrIIl:. in flnswaylhe
smifing mandarin in the wnirn House and lb: socialisx whizzrkid al Ha
Mainly‘:Foreiyi om.» can carry on Luking about their ‘r:sp:cI for human
nghls’ whilst at the same Lin-i: sanclwnlngme daily mmsiacns or £11: Iranmn
mass r. In mo land or the capitalist govenlllirnls and morr scrvilc‘ pm: in:
her figlltusfonlcmocruucnghlsinlran a[:nIrn:dinIe‘madb banans'
whnjusllovelaxlandinfromofbullelsratherIhaIucc:puhe‘gx=21c‘ satimf
olferad In the!!! by their Imperialisl mastrrs.

We have already :xplain:d what really Kits behind nus mass lnnvemenl and
how nonsensical ir is ro chaxactcxisen asa religious nnnmnonr, Rtgixdlzas of
wnarmr forcelhni niny be mo and dexpit: whatever dunand: urrnugir
whichiuI\ayexvres:i|9=lf.tIIemxssmovementhasabsolutelynmhinglcdowuh
religion of any kind, lei alone a rea nonary nne. Thu: was a ninvzrnanr nv
opposidon lo we hrnnal amnxorsiup of a monarchy which has ::k='n the
majority of rho population to me vcrge or total ruin \hrDug|I the so-called
refnrrns imposed by mtemamulal Capiulism.A monarchy which now: of in
servlhty Ia ‘W=st:m im:re$ts' and is prepnred re align iiself mm the most
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hated reaclicnnry forces in lhhwrld. Aswe haVcs::n. lhc ma‘/(maul agamsl
lhlsnzgimcdevelopcdspmuanocuslyannl n mzcnulse ofluslovelayanr, dl:\~

Iheacuvc snnphrl er the vas\ majorlly oflhe nnnnlarlhh. A movuvlrmwhich,
despllabrulal reprzsslcn t1y\hcShah'sAroops,nlossnl more rnhh 10,000 dead
and rhc imnrlsnnhmu ofrnally or us flghlcrs, and dcspile rm marunl law,
conlinuestodcvclopznd is rockmg I he lranlah monarchyla in lnuhdarlnns.To
call flu: a ‘rightrwlng rehgmux movement‘ is me helght nl hypocrisy and
xmpldilytowhichcnlythcmcsldecadcnllmpc-riahswscanrise.
Snhowisl|loh::xp1ninedAhalmisvcry movemcnlseemsm haw nnrlrsrrusun
Khomeini ahd lhz other eppohlmnm leliglous leaders and vs pmparcd
to demnnxuulchntheshadowal the tanksand gum m order to prmlounte Ac rhe
world 115 sunnnrr for may |:adels’1 The mnsr common cxnlanauou which has
been put forwardbymanyohservers. on |h:Ieflaswell as ml the rixhl. lhnr Lh:

lmnlan maxszs arc d::ply rcliglbns and pcliucally hm-nalhre. hmce. lhexr

narunnallnhlhmeclassslruggkmndlhziroppoxiltonlalhe Shah’: regime can
only:xpre<sllscl(lhmughreligion. Tn:|c;(|)m5us:dsuch cxplnnanollsulcrdzr
m jusuly an onpnrnrhlsl pchcy 0|‘ liquidating its own pmgrammt and ml-
cndmg mu religious leadcrship. whilsl lh: right has relied on ll la whip up
huppofl for lhz Clum rhar um hackwhrd lrzmans are hno mmurt :no\|gh lnr
drmnnrncy.
Through lhlslyucufcxplanallonewry bankrupt nnhllchl furs: hns managed

rn hide hahlnd religion The hourgnnis hnunnallsrs, uh: Slallmsls and uh:

Manlslurh IIDW nnlyoneslcp behind lhcevcrllualdrclalaxiun Lhauh yhavein
fxctalwayx been dzvoul Shmci. Suuulmneously lh: autacrauc ruauion, which

has not gain leg in stand an. Is naw mm-nming to frighten the middk classas
lnro sunpnrung the warm bun progressive’ diclazelshlp of the Shah agaihn
su-culled rehgious reaclmn lh ran. all |h:|l ml: proves is Ihc bankruptcy and

hypocrisy of mm phhucal culmxus ralhzr Lhan ‘lcllgimls vanarlclsm or the
backwardmass: . 1 har such exvllnalions arc mrnmcly haw: can b: sh ml
by simply rtmambcrlng on: lmpanani mu m the hmnry nl lht pol chl

mavernuuls uflhe zom Ccnlury in lrah. However much rhr Ilanlam nnghr be
rcligiaus and polilicall) lmmnmrc. an H he sald lhax (hay are mnrc so loday
man they were, my, 70 or {van so ycals ago”

How cnnilbeclail-l1edIha||hellama.n~ war: more pollncnlly mature dnling
rm llmcofllkComtimlianal rmlnnononuyun ago man they are mday" Al

mauim: lh:r:haI.‘1nm mcndtvtlcpeda polilicalparly In Iran. Nwcnhelzss, the
leadershipnr rhc movemenl was hm Ill Due hand ol lhe rcligmus hlcrarch). Dr
allcmallvely.whocan plow um rhmmsmovtmem 91 III: posl Second world
War penodwas|c<sre|igjou\lhhh Ihusuofloday" Al |hal Ilrm: the van magority

huh: popllluhnnhad lln nmianalrncnnsalmualcommunicallon olhcnhanlhe
re}iglou\m*1worl..Ncvcllh:l:s:lhelcadershlpcllhemavzmenkwasulhzr in mg

hand: of the slhlrnm Tud:h Pally nr |hL‘ bourgeels Nmional From
II r. [fut lhal In hnlh el thcse lnsrahm, the religious lcadtrx played an

imporlam rule in nu: pohucnl lchdershln of lhe mas~ mov:mcnL nnr. lha,

cunmlulcd nnly an elenleul wllmn a mnmh bmadel laadenhlp; and cvcn mm H

was only Icmpomry and was rnpldly overahaflnvaed by ulh:r vulllical
formnuons. So how ;; ll rhal many decades lam. Dllfl or the mask bloadly based
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niass rnoyeineriis lhax lran has cvcr seen gives us ioial supporr lo ihe flhgmus
Ieadcxs who are no lei-lgu playing a Subcrdmfllt role lnn acting as an
illdepuldenlpal ralcoreu

Manyfac|orshzv=cL7nlrlI7ulediIIallawil|g1heShillehi=lal'chyloocmryysuch
aleading posiiirin in ihe niass movcmcnx. Th: single niosi irnporianr laeror, is
howzvcr. lhccrislsclvolidcal leadership in lran. Ball-l in n conjuncmral sense
andinaoroaiierhisioricalsense,

lnxheliislorrcalsense, ihesialinisr oureaueraeyliasoloelreaIoralong iinieall
possibilities or rlie rieyelopineni of a reyolulionary prolei ian leaaerinip in

lran. orher ilian a lew yeius of aeiiiiiy ny (II: rirsi nuele of lranian social
dcmocracyubrmud in lsoeloiiringiliecorisrirulional Revolution,ariailieearly
yeaxsoflhelra im coinrnunisi Party (formed in 1921.)), rhere has peena oril
absencenlagenuineworierrpariyii ’lieouldsrgriilioanilyinrluencepol oil
developrlwnts in Iran.

The Moscow oureaiieraey forced ilie young cv |c back xezii shan and,
dunlag llie Mnscow trials, cxtculcd alniosr all Its capable leaders. in tact, by
ihe early 1930: ii had alrcndy dzslmyod llie lranian communist inoieineni.
when later on, in ilie early mos. lhc slaliiiisl nureaueraey helped ihe
Iormalionolaiiew party(l)‘ltTudehParlyht lorcedixnmm eyon eleelare iisell
as a worker: party As rlie name or lliis new slalinisi eieaeion suggests lrlie

mass party), lhey were trying io apply ilie popular lronl polieies in rlir yery
uniquecondilions nflran. In ihe aosenor oi any nmabl: bourgeoisparty and
plyeniliecnsignirioanee orihe coniiounisi Party. me Smllnisls could nor lorin
a pupular from by forcing the workers piriles iriro a coalition wirh ihe
oourgeoisie. Hznnt, iliey fclrm:d a single new pariy, allmdy equipped who a
elass oollaooraiionisr ‘popular’ pmgrammc, and under iheir eonrrnl riglu
from ihe beginning. Nowhere has a sialinisi parry b:tl1ycd a reyolurion so
blatantly a. ilie Tudeh Party did in lran. Nowhere lias ilie Mascow
linreaiieraeysanriciceo a reyoluiioiiarynioyeineni for K: own narrow interesm

so cynieally as is did iii lran in me early mus.
Al iii hrighi rhe anrniniperlalisinioyenieni was calling fox ilie anniilineni or

all me colonial oonnessions io fortlgll imperialists. in palticular ihe oil
opneessions. in reply ro popular senlinieni. rlie Tudch parry orgarliscd
demomlralmnsmdemnndlhcgranungofancilcuncesslonlcm:Sa\«l:lUnion.
in order so gel iliese concessions ilie Tudeh Party eniered an openly
pro-iinperialisieoa Iliong0VernlI|eI|l,puld0V\nlh:Slnk$m0Vfl11:nlwhH:?I lino
paralysed uie British eonlrollea oil inaiisri-lei and saenrioeil ilie Aurbayjanc
narionalmmcmcnl Ilwx-L\|h:st pchmes which lielped plaeealoose lonriarion
olliourgeois nallollahstscalling itself ilie Nauonal Fmm (Jehhe Mellil ulldtr
ilieleailersnipofmosszdugh. aiihrhead cfrh: inns: maV:m:l'lL The Naiional
From, n niolionlywanleoa roilisrnhuiionol ihe lrinls oriheeiploilaiion onhe
lianinn workersaridpeasariis,in rnyourolllic ' digenousoourgeoisie,could of
eourseonlyleadrlieniasi rnoyeineni inio rornlaereai. li demabilisedtheluaszsi
Wnlkedlhrough‘canstlrutlonalmzanf, anolirieelio keeplh: monarchy.lrlmls
way ll simply allowed reaction ro prepare ihe l:onLh|icns lor a CIA backed
rniliiaxycoupin I953.

The mtmury ol UIIS dereal siays {Its}: in ilie mlllds of ihe masses. The
b:ua)«a|sollh:T\ld:h Pnriy anp Ihcccwaxdlccohh: Naiional from have nor
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mu forgoncn. 1.; LI": meanlimt no mm pulmcal zllemauve has develantd
which can nu um vacuum, The forczs of revolutionary marxism remain myweak. Thcvanguard, which drewsomc ofrhe [mans ofthis de|’cal,1nslead or
breakmglomllywilhStalivusmand bauxgcoisnmionalism,fclhn|nlht new {rap
armmsm and all kinds of puipbourgeois radicalism (apnea from the Four
corner. arm:world. 11 was incvxmbl: um some other mm would nu nus gap.
The oh_yccn\': condmons and ma polincal dtvzlopmtul of me man penod,
p.u'u:u rly after me sham ‘wnu: Rc»'o1ulion',a|lnwedvh1s zlmmntiv: to 1::
the .er us lcadcrs. Alrudy, htfnr: m: 1953 coup. a number cl bourgeois
politicians had mma lcnlung grouus and circles mm mm as my man
Ideology

wwm. however, brought lhv: mllpuus hlzrarchy no um forefront was (I1:

mm; oflheeallyEds, when me ‘reI'cnns'zncourag¢dby Imperialism b:ga|| to
he implementsd. sou. mc mmn tradilionai pullucal pmm, mg Tudeh ramand m: National From (Much had by this um: regmuped mar). failui
comvluely w oppose |h;-3: rdorms. The Tude): Party totalled capilulatcd and
me Nalional mm vanllalcd and played with ma idea of jo ing an
gmernmtm. In any case. neither of mm organised any npposmon no mow
reforms. The Tudeh Party hailed mm as ‘progvcsxivfi and claxrncd um (my
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marked ‘a retreat orworid irnperiaiisni in ihc raoc oi rhe ndvmcing socialist
canip_'. The Nari nai From was completely disarnied sinoe me shah was now

slogan: ‘Relonns, Yes; Diciaiorship,Na!‘ rheoniysigniiii-anrgroup which pui
up any opposxuan was a szcnon omie rehyous hieraxmyheadedby Ayalollxh
Khoincirii. In Jun: I963. ihey inohiiised niass denionsirarions in a {cw nnnor
ciues which were hruhauy crushed by ihe ariny. rhousandswere ki].l:d in xhesc
dzmonslrztions and many of ihe rehrious icaders were L\'Iex!=d. nonieinihiniscirwasfmccdinluexllt.

Thc hanian rcgirneciaiined max uie oppositioncf ihc shiiic hierarchy io ihe
-whirc izcvoiurion' was due Io than badrwardness and opposirion la the
liberationof woinen and me iand reiorrns. n is Lrue ihai niany or me religious
lrddersconsidtred «hcse rerorinsasa lhrcal in iheir own authority and Lhoughl.
lhauhroughthem ‘IslamicvuJu5' wmhldbecrodzd. Blmhey were nsosryocai in
Lheiropposinonroivhairheysuwssapoheyoiseihns our Iran's inreresis. In any
case. asiarasrhe rnasses arc concerned ihe xtasonshehind rhe shuie apposition
in ihcearivwsis ininiarenai. Now iJm.aner1s years, rhe dtvasmlingxrslxlis of
ihcse rcrornishave hooonic obvious no cvcryone, whar penpleremnnbel is noi
why xhorneini and his rouowcrs opposed me shah's rerorini but me raci ll-mt
rheywercrhconiysignii-icanigroup which did opposeLhem rip;-n {mm ihesian.

iiwaswirhin rhis pciliiicalcnniexithat the niass niovcincnr aglinsl ihe Shah’:
regrn: has deveioped over ihe iar: year and a hau. in ihe ms the palilial
vaciiiaiions or me Tnd:h Pam’ and rhc Nario ai From had helped in iurn ihe
xcfigiaus opposition inio an independcnl pol icai rorcc. Now, with the new
upsurgeinoppnsirionrniheshahsdicmois p, ihchanhruprcyoirhcsegroups
heiped in piace ihe religinus1nders,especiaJIyKhoinnni whohas been iheinosi
consisirisiinhisopposizron ioiheshah.ai mclleadonhe niassinovenieni.

onihe inoii rundarncniaipaliuul iasir or me day. i . ihe ovelulrow of the
Shah's rcgiine, Khomeini has proved to be more radicai than both the Tudeh
Parry and me NaLicm| From. In ihe couwe ora rew inonihs. the innvcuieni for
deinocrsiicrighis became gerwralised around on: central dcrnand ‘Down with
iheshahvzwiih ihis dcveiopnieni ihe pnpuiariryof Khomeini grew. whiisi he
had consisienriy oppbscd any compromiseswirh lhe shah. the Naiionai nroni
wiissirnpiyrsaiiing {or ‘a return io Collsllumallal Monarchy‘ ul ir was around
ihis very ‘Constitutional Monarchy‘ ihai an the forces or imperiaiisin and
reaerion had conceniraredandccntralised iheinseives. The niasi ninvenienr was
no: b: in he channeiised inio a move ror rhe reiurn of a ooniiiiunnn which
considers rhe shah as -a God given gift io the Iranians’. lnxlcad ii chose rc
idenriry iLi:1I‘ wizh Khonicini who had aiways denounced all such talks as -a
deceplienby atIireaK:n:dr=gime!'.

As in as ihe Tiideh Party is concerned ihe iiwalion was even worse.
Throughoui ihepeiicdupiorheirnposirion onhe niariiai iaw in sepieniher, lit:
112 was very vague on rhe ouesnon ofmon:1r:hy.lt was simply pushing aicidiaa
ora ‘naLion.uJ coahiiongovernment‘ which was io include ‘most scaions oi Ln:
Xulillg cusses opvostd no me individualistic dicuiorship oi rhc Shah’. in in
programmelh:TP has :v:nofl:red ahaii io ihoie S::ti0n5,mdicaLing|l1.hl‘wiLh
the hcip onhcsociaiisr counm:sIh:y can enjoy a safe rnnrhei nnhindercd hy
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onmpetilion ofgoods [min lh mperiaiistcci.intties' The Moscow burcaucracy
itself has gone cven further in claniying what lies behind Hi: Tl7's opposition to
the Shah Theyhave shown that it amount.» in a mere diplomaticgame ol bluffs
designed to Irigliten the Shah ll\lK) atvzepting the necessity of Inning Llso on
Moscew‘s bureaucracy in applying this policy they have always shown thdr
istttingness to support the Shah’: regime and to enter into agreements diteetty
with the shah dtspit: their designs tor a eoaiiiion with the above mentioned
‘s!.ctioi1s'nfLl’i<i'ul.ingcl.nss.

On the basis af (hid so alled policy cl ‘putting pressure on American
imperialism‘ Moscow has justified the mom blatant supvort [or the Sha.l'ir For
exatnpie. iastyeer, i.e. whenthernassmovementofoppDSideriKOLheSh2h'5 rtiie
had just begun in Iran, whilst even Carter was being forixd to admit that Lb:

Shah’: regime left a lot to be desired, th=St:|inist bureaucracy invited the Shlh
to atouraifiasternEuropeand gave Lhe most sayagebutcher in modernhistory
an honorarydeyee in Law! In a cminiry which has slllftred for decades at the
hands of imperi ism no foreign support For the Shah goes unnoliwd by the
masses. c"/en when it is covered up by Stalinist deniagegy about ‘forcing the
imperialists to retreat’.

It is therefore clear why, when left with a choice between the TY. NT‘, and
Khomeini, the mass movementdecided to put its support behind Khornei .

Within the prominent apposition you}; he Was offering the most consistent
policy. No other viable nlttrnativc existed eitherr There wcran numberof ni.h:r
opposition groups which sprang up inside the Mujlis (Parliament) and even
inside the Shah's single party, Rastakhiz. Hui moi! of these were irmgriificlnl
Ind muchmoreio lherighi Lhai1theN'F0rTP. Inanychse. the masses Wouldnot
trust anybody who had mine history of collaboration with the dioiatorship.

The other organisations on the left ean he divided into two groups: thoie
aetiye inside iran and thoseoutside the cuuntry. Among those inside, the most
prominent were the two giieniia groiipt: sazeannu Moiahedin Khalgh (the
organisation 0! the crusaders ortiie reopte) and snzetuan Cherik-hnye Fadaii
K.halgii((h=Gu:rtllnOrganisation or the Devotees or the Peopie). Theyhegan
gueriiia aettvitetabout eight yearsago anti had some support nniniigst students
and tnteiieetuais. Thesegtoups were inueh weakened by the tepresrion and by
the tune the mass movement began they had basically ceased to eitirt as a
sigtiirichntotganitedrotceinside iran. They stiu retain some support within the
studentmovementabroad. in any case, their policy oiindividiiai heroism was
iust not apotteaoie to the condition tire niass naoyeineni and it eoi-npieteiy
bypassed them,Over theiasteoupie oryears not much has been seen to indicate
thatth=)'areSli\laA:tiv:.

Among the gmilps outside the country, the iargest iotee is made up of an
assortmtntofvetilebourgeols tadieaiseets all somehow or other intiueneedhy
Maoism Mostorthesegtoups have no poiitieti iusiinohnisn rot their separate
existence other than their opposition to each other. They have no nguiricant
base inside the eountty and the time innuenee that they did have has been
eornpieteiyerodedhytheopensuppottgiyenioihe shah by Peking. inside itan,
there IS such a hatred tot FekIng's potieies that none er the SECIS even date
adtnit that the)‘ are Maoists
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1 n. mnswa nn-.. .,an Mt mosques u ummznx nnm.
The forces oi reveluuonar) mzmsm are as ye: mm small. The only

urganxsw cuxmnis are amund mo journals, Payam Dnneshjno and

xnndnm man began ncnvm only a raw yenrs ago 1'hey have nlflady
managed in make an nnnau an Iran's national polincs and men’ influenc: n
grown; Nzverlhulcss, rhcix forces arc vtry small and this zspecinll)

Impnnanl whan dealing mu. a rapidly devnlopmg mass mmcmem because
newly xadn almd mm are drawn, :1 fun, lovxzrds thus: currcms Much

ofkr pcsszbxlmcs nr drgnnisannn.
Hurin lies me second rcasnn behind the apparent dnmmauon of me mas:

mcvcmem by the rglngmusleaders Under condxlions nrsem: rcpresswn and

supnwsann of ban: nlcmocmlic rights, and m m» absmc: of any
underground orgamsauon, me mass mmemcm could only rum 10 mg

mosques as Camus for assembling and organising pomical aclivilv.

Thiswasparucularlytmponam nncn |1\»¢\ nmud um Khuwornaxn polmczl
greups,1he Tudch Pam and me Nanonal From were unvumng to mobulisc
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ihe niasses. 1-he NF iiiciighi ihsr Alncntall imperialism and important
ieericns of the irnnisn ruling classes were under pressure to change ihe
nnliileal sirilarien in lran and bring ahour a certain measure uf liheralisncinu.
Hence. in sheir nolirical aeiions were haseii on a sunnegy nl persuading sliese
‘powermlintzresw ilm a change was necessary and ihai duty cauld must die
NF to carry rhern our seionchly.

in dning rhis, ilicy could not moral niass niohiiisaiions. nrsily. they know
shal Lhc oyerihrcw of Lhe shah by a niass inovernerii woiiid nperi up an
‘|mconlroIl.kbl:' (xvvolulionalyl siruerinn and ihar ihe Americans und the
irariian ruling class would nor sgxe: so such an omihrow, secondiy, xhey
lrnnw rhar if rhey sre lo oeiiiraiise iiie claims of use Shah ma! without him
and his dicuioishin -all nnwer would slip away', uiey have lo show rl-iiil ihe
niass rricyerneni is ‘:1 resnerisihle mev:nI:nt' and Ihal is un b: cnnrrolled
wirhin Sam: sort ni hourgenis riarliainerilary democracy. Any sezion in which
ihe inass-es tlke (hing: ii-no iheir own hands weiiid directly cut across inch a
strategy of compromise. The up. sherernre. shied away iroiri any such
aciions. in [am in n number of inscances it has denounced cerraih acsiorii
niilgiicly ind has callad riiany cthtrx ‘unfonunale incidenrs proynlred hy she
regime.

The riidch Pmy, staning from similar imlisieal hrernises, Lried re show
no rhe ruiing class rhai is has a hose within rhe mass nioyenieiil and shai ir ir
were to b: caiied low a cchliiion ii would bring lhis hase iirider eniirrol. in
mix, the 11> is no diffcxml rrnni sialihisr nerries elsewhere, exozpl. lhht,
whiisi ih n-ieny olhtr cnuriiries ii da:s acruniiy have u hire, in irnh it has io
rely on game oi bluff. The support for ihe T? is no: very sigiiirigri: and ils
npparmus is nor lug: enough to enable it to hureaumiieally contml Lh:
inovei-rienr. in any case. ihe sponzanoeiis riaciireand the txplnsivc dynamic of
she niass movemml deer no: allaw such ccnrrnl. Thlls she 11> faces Idiieinina. if il was lo Lry lo niohilise and nrganise is would simply reveal ils
nwn lackora hasehnd, iril does nnlclhirri a base. mere ‘ii

ricreesnri why any
ceeiinrionherulingclassshoiiidrui-iiioshessaliniisi—everiiisuchuprojecidid
exisr wiihin ihe ruling class,

The 11> his lfltd to resolve shis prchleisi by lail-cfldmg rhc inass
rricyeinerii. By saying some of ihe rlhings iha: she masses are saying, the 11:
si-ies ro shew lhai ihe messes nre saying liieni under ihe iriiliieiice 0! Like 11>.
This might rool ihe hnreancrars in Moscow inro bclicfii-lg Lhal rhe uinriey
spenseh lhe TP is moneywell spent, hul it does not ml (11: niasses which are
upericndng Ihxcugh their own alclivma Lhe inacfivily uf she TP. lh ii few
areas in which the 11> has had a hase ihis hm been used, in falcl, in surincale
ihe mavemcnl, A very good orsniple is rhe lranian wrirers Asioeiarioh in
which ihe 11: has managed so build up snine kind or an ini1uei-ice, hasicaily
diie rn ihe ahsenee oi any eoiiinaiiion. ‘this base has been med in mm the
wi-irers Associaricn into a 11> fmnl. Thus. cniiirury lo irs early days, inwhich ihe Assnciiirion did play some role in the mass innyenienz. ii has now
hecnine a dud horse, wmpltzely by»pa.u:d hy EVEHLL

ii is thus clear why the inass innyenierii iiirhcd lo the Mosques. ii was only
ihere cl-lei various layers and individiiiis could nieer, orgamis: aciivisios and
cehrdinsre ilicir ononsiiiori ro ihe Shah, This, of course, heined lo inuaase
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iris inniierise 92‘ Hit rcllgjous hltrarchy, espeeially wrieri ii is ooiiiidered rliii
iliere already did exisr a rellyous opposirioii mid rliai die sliiiie liierareliy is

very snseepiiole la miss pressure,
Tne slline oieny. iinlilre religious iiierdreliies elsewhere. ior exni-iiple

ilie Czmolic cliuroli, is iineoidally depeodean or die Suie. ii is nliriosi
eoiiiplelely run on religioiii dues ind cmllrlhuliuns oolleezed direedy from
siipporrers mroiigli lht Masques and oilier ltligicus networks. niese
soini-ilniiioni are passed rip me liieriieiiy io die mliyoui lnden oi rile
various regions A me Ayamflnhi. -roe Ayllnlllhx, ii-i riirn. spend ilie money
on riirmiiig ilie nwsqucsi Lhe iiieologioil rcliooli, virioiii mi-iri end so on.
This moneycannolb: inveriedenywliere else ind, lienoe. Lb: Shine hieruchy
is nor ried up rindiirially through me filling cllss In ilie Stale. -nie sliiirs
llieraieliy is, dlerelore, oisisslly i.n iridepcnderii srrnenire direedy ried up to
in rolloweis Ind talally dzpmdztlt on (hair xupporl. 1-iiis iiiiiarion hu plooed
ii in a peculiir pas" "on w‘: a vis Lht lnolmrchy ind ri-ie riiisies. A pdsirioii
which has created, on die one liand. i ccnxlnlll source or iricripii with me
diclziorship ind, on rlio odier llaiid, a six oani xrnsilivily ro rlie ooiioerris
oi die massu.

nie FHMIIVI irionircliv, in iii deieriiiiiiiiioii ro increiuingly iiilliisrise every
level of SCICIII liie arid sulfocate an independem nrflanisauerls imo flcllvlllts
or lb: masszx. has ii-rod conslzrllly lo bring Lhz fL\nnifl[ or religion iinder i|s
direcl eorilrol This lisr been done lll mo ways. Firxlly, by cruiing .-iiiomer
parallel hitrarchy nniiieiilly depended: on lb: sulz, and seoondlv, by
intclvtrlirln in me exiinng ii eriroiiy in order in oromoie pro-Shlh elernenrs.
under uiis cumbined pressure ov me mass mDV€lnrlIl ind riie monaxchy. a
gndnnl on has developed wiiliiri rlie religions hierarchy in wliien one Wing
has hem roroed io Inn more on llie misses ind has moved increasingly Io Ihc
leri in its opposlrion ro rlie sliali. Kllamei now me leader or iliii seeiion
ul liie religioiii lnerareliy.

1-iiese developrrienrr have, or course, been pariioiilarlysharp in Lht: eoiirse
or use pasi elglneen niprni-is. Undcr ilio pressure or n cmlslanlly growing rrissi
radieiiiiaiiori and die mm or use iiiasies rd ilie mas.qu:s. iiie lower =ch:lons
wlmin m: religions hiflflmhy liave rended to reneoi me senrirriems nf ilie
oppressed. 1-lie min or iliere lsyerr io iliose leaders wiilliii use liieriroliy
which hnv: opposed ilie slian, like Khomeini , rias eneolod iliese leaderr Ia
slrtnglhen ilieir own posirions VI5 5 die pmvshzll leadrri. This has. in

mm. mad: ilie Whole religionr Omloillioll iiiore voeil and mm: i-idiml.
or sonrsc. are religious opporiuoii, evcn iii irs morr radiul iorm, is slill

expressed lhraugh i ooiivoliiied religions ideology. lain die growing
predominilllx and are popnldriry or me leaders or iliis reli D||S oppusilion
wnlliii rlie mass rnoverriern does nor signify a religious rtnllilnntt Despiio
me deelnriiiorir oiilie relimoiis leiders ind despire me propiiimida or me
imperialisi press, lslm-ii or in ‘Islamic stale‘ is nor ilie 59:) or me rnasier.
wliar erirmr ilie iilaisee io Khnmrim is hli giodiiil shill from 2 posnion or
opposiiion ro speoiris palicies orriie siiali, in ii deiiisiid ior me uverlhmw or
ilie slieli, and now io lht dernaiid roi rlie ovcrlhmw or irie monarchy. A sliilr
which nselr reneeli ilie growing redieillsaiion 01 die mas rriovemeiii and lie
rising level or cans/:iuusn:ssi
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Part Four

The tasks of
revolutionaries

Sincclhe iniposilrnn oimmliallaw ws have sun asignincnnr Chang n the
cxlbm and inlensll) nr ms fighi xgmnsl ms snails regime. A qlmlilztively
mlw Slagc HI the developmull oflhe nsasr movemrvll has opened up. Aflcr 7.5

mrs cl riiz rnml linens: and barbaric rcprossion, lh: ovDltss:d mask: in
lran HBVE entered Ih: rrvolulionary mad.

condnions are now npe for uvercomillg mo dzfcal inflated nllcr rm
ClAc0||p of I951 The mllllancy and lire dtulh of the vol ‘cal rndicsiisnrion

pruvn lnsl lhe Iranian nussn are no longer willing ID enllurc Lhc miserable
oondirlnns ni life under capitalism unpowd upon them by HR Palllavl
Ieglme. They haw: bccumc oonscrnns oi urerr sumglh and in the lace of III:
ninsinno guns and lhz Chieftain tanks of III: Shah‘: Lroops are more loudly
Khan cvtr calling ror ‘Death In lht Sh:Ah1'. Th: coumry-widc martial lnw
which was impound lo block ms wvolullonary upsnlgc is now proving |o bt
inL‘flCCllV:.

Ancr decades, once again tvtry city in Iran speaks {he language or
revoluhnn The mo§\ mlporliml Smglc factor which has brcughi about this
nnallrarns change is [ht min of the lrnnnin working class lnta use Irzna of
npposruon ro (ht Pahlavi regime. The Iranian working class has b:gun In
ciinrrnnnn mg dernonraric aspiration: of all the oppressed and in move
mwards solving the CH5): inlpusm on lrnnian society by Hi! Shah‘: mpiullsl
rink: During Aulumll im a rnnssm wave ofsuikes sprnad in every tamer
nl ms sonnory. over i 5 million worksrs btcamc involved In sinks amen
which is axalynng lh: ruhng class. Slulwarkcrs. ra.ilwa}' warkcrs, minus.
civil scrv ns lczlchers, bank cmployces, agricu]|Llml lahmuus, journalists,
on workers. all went on sirikz.

Tins is ms fivsl um: In lrans hlsmry that such a massiv: wave of strikes
nasdsvsloped nicrcale oi mes! kc: and lheltvcl olmilltzncy is absolutely
unprtcedrnlcd I1 is only apl lha| me Iranian wurkmg class has begun H5

batlle nrim an almml general strike What makes mi; sink: \NMr¢ particularly
imponalll is mar K 15 not priinzlrily around tcnncmic demands. Wllhom any
lrade unimi orgnnnnnrin or puvlous upzl-inns: the Iranian workers havr
wnlblntdeconomicnnd pnllilcal slrikcs in an origvul and w:l1—plal-medway
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Their damznds are a eonrninauon of demands nboul wlxex and lrorrrs
(including sliding scalu nfllolns Ind wages). condiliulls oi wnrlr. aeeerr to
company bunks. Comm! of pmducuon Guam;and of nverr political demands
inr rue rreedonr or poliuuxl prisoners and an end ro rrrarriul law.

in me near or lh: snuggle against rue monarchy and under me rllreur or
rnllirary rulc, even cconomic llnkes lruue nssumcd a nollueal enurueler. in a
numbu vfclsus wnere rne slrllrem originally pin forward purrly eeuno e
drrnands nnd won their srrllre, rney werll stnlghi lruelr on rn-ilre wirn poll :11
riemunrisl srrilre eonunirreer eleereel by and rrrlsweralile in mass asselllblim
or wnrirers sprung up everywhere. in a number or loculiries diirerenr strik:
commiuceshlv: mIrl:g:d Io link up nnd orgnursesnlldariryaeliunr. in many
Inslanccs srrilrer wue combinedwith occulmlianx oi workplaces, and in some
eases dernonslmrions were organised which sueoeerlul in dnwing me |cLivc
support of oLhcr xecisl lnyus in Lh: lccaliliis.

The anoearunoe nl rne worlrerr on lire scene has or course plzyui an
lmporlamml: inenanringrne lclafionsllllv or forccs vi;-A-vis are mania! luw
and bnosriru; muss mnlf 'sztiuns. in open deviance of mnrrinl luw,
demunsrrarionsnuve cnminurd in many ciries. in rorne eilier rue in.-rarer um
lakrn over the eenuel oflJ.le city ror up la n dly. in a ten inrraneer embryos
of popular miluras luv: dzvelcpcd. ln rue fan: or nurse develnpmrnu rue
Pahlavl regimelson rnererrear. -rue polnreul nppanlus a! me drelarnrsnip is
aisinreurming and ir has no alrema V: bull lo rt.-sen more and more to
milirnry rule and rely en rmper. 151 support. Em, rlre inslrurneurs oi
repressien av: no lmlger effective and even, nor or nruraliiy and wlrolemle
rnusraere draws new layers inro nolilieul aeliviry and brings rlre dnwniall cl
rlre dicumrshxp closer.

Tue ruling em: and imperialism have, however, un viabl: alrernuive
orner rnun kewlns lhr: Pahiavl rcgim:. All rue roreer of reaction nave
eorlesnlraled around me monarchy. lrnnran cnpiuiism ir closely Lied up willr
lh: monareny. lnrperinlrsrn rlorrunnler lraman soeiery lhmugh rne mmlarchy.
-rney all know RhI| a revnlullnnflry rwenlrrow nl rne Shah‘; reglrne would
lend rn line 1012! desrrrrerien or me Slat: and me unfolding ul rlre social
reunlurion in lean. Bul Lhc lungcnhe rnonareny srays rlre deeper becomes rne
mdiulisallanand rue mm: resolure rue derermrnarion af rile masses. Every
layer or me oppressed masses r hcxinnills rn realrre lnal rne only way re ger
rid o( lire snail r: by n revolutionary nvenhmw. Th: ooneranrly growing
and re ealislrrg mass mouernenr and III: inahihl oi rne ruling class ro
ennlaln n has er-area a Dr:—rtvo]ulicnary suumion wirn insnrreodonnry
Lcrldencxcs. Tue army is gradually becoming drmuralised. Them rr inermlnn
[rau:rnisa|lnl1 |1=l\~eeIl rlre masts and rlre soldiers. All me uarlour
eonrpenenrs of rne Iranian rcvcluliml ue bcginning re convugcr

Tne rnrernannnal implicmiolls era rrvolulinnary overrnrow orrne Pahlavi
monarchy are enormous. Thisvcgimc nas been burlr up as a vitally rnlpnrluur
‘sub-lmpzrlalism‘ in order in police lire ml~rich region or lne Middle Em. lrs
nverlnrow would drasucllly airer rne rcluliolisll n of lornes in rlus region ro
lne derrimenr of rrnnerralum. nus wauld nruvuie an enormous boosl la rue
rcvulullnnsxy rrruggies in rlre wlrole Nhddle East. Tire In ‘nn rwoluuun is.



rlrronglr me opprssred nallonamics on us lmrders (Azerbayjaxus. Kurds,
Ealuchis ...). closely |ink=d wlul me puliucal revolrusan in til: ussx, me
Allah rcvolunon. and rlre rcvoluticn la Alglramslan and me Indian
subconrlnenr.

For (her: rensons. Eh: Smlinisl bureaucracy. mt H-\1=X5 01 Frkine. Wind E11

rlre impmflixt powers will do everyurmg in rlrelr power lo block rlre
lzvolul nnry upsurge in lran. II is lme mar us imperialinu cannot engage
uxilyin mlllmry advenluns ahh: sale wtsaw In Indochuu. Em me gravity
0! me errrrs in lmn mighl compel it to rmervene ln suppun onne slrm. Th:
presence of mar: um-l 40.000 Amuimn ‘ndvisers' could pmvid: are sleeping
sum: for a larger mllllary Il|l¢IVCflLi0lL 1: rs. Lherefme. of ma! imlwomnce
mail In lnremnrlanal movement of solidarity is orslniscd rn Iiefenu: at m:
lranlnn molnrlan. lr ls Lh: duty of every rrvolllrimlary, specially in me
lmperlallsl counulcs. lo hclp in Inahillsing mass umpziyls agalnsr me
snppon of ilnperiallsl powerr to me slralr. No an-ns for me Shah!

A5 for revolnrmnarles in lrnn. ure cenrral task is rlre fonnuian 0! a marr
revalnrloamy parry capable cl orgnnlrlng and leading me warklng clan and
lls allrer to overthrow me Shah's regnne and to kid me socialist revolution.
The most in-porranr missing d=rl'l:nt in rlae pr-emu siruallen is preusely such
a laolsllevllelype lzmlnmrian party. lls absence ir the one factor which ix

prevel-llinglherapidlransfcnnalien olthe present pmevelullonary siulmian
law a moluzlonary enc.

wrmcnn a revolurlonary parry mere ls no guaranree Ihal a rzvalullonary
ovenhrow of me Pahlavi regime tan Ia.k= plaee. Th: Lrnual aim or all
xcvollltionnrits Ioday rnusl he to nuke the prescnx upsurge ol me mass
apposition u: are shall rerulr in n rewlnclonary situaxion man will make me
rall of ms dlccarorslnp r:nincid= wlLh ms beginning of me Third lm-linn
Revolulinn nimrd al Lhz av:rlhmw at‘ me capilallst sysrem mm are
destruction of me bourgeoissure. A revolurionaryproluarlan party formed
nrnlrnd a revolnrlonary programme of acllon which combllles rcnnumic.
clemocrauc and nansllmnal d:mands is me means through which the lranlnn
pralelarlal can plan: lrrell nr me bani nf all me appr=ss=d lxyzrs of [he
pnpllluioll and find Lhe rcspenscs adequate re me cmlnl pmblerlls or lh:
smlggl: against me Paldavi regime.

Th: preparalcn-y work 0! me Iranian rmrrkylsrs ln mas field has alrudy
created me pallnlcal basis for building such a party. They have insisleel am at
the pmem stage oflh: massmovzmznkme proletariat mus: dislingllish lrsell
in me rlelrl of poliunal slogans no! by rejecting democracy but by smlggling
resolnrely, nudnelously and energelicafly rm ll and championing me
dcmecrnhc asplraziom of rlre masses.

ln contrast to (h: scheme: of hnnrgems mtiwnaljxl. Lhc petivbuuxgcais
ladluls and me Slalinlsu. rhe lraman Trorslryms hlvz insisled on me
nccwsslly for Kh: overxhruw ohhe monarchy and me convacauon er a freely
elected and pupulnr consliluenl assullbly Tluy have also cmphusised me
importance oflinklrlg me call for a tonsxlluznl lssrlnhly and me slruggle rar
me dcmocrallmlicn er the enlrre cnunlry wllh rlre ulzroodxlg of naperiallsr
domlrlallon, a radical agrarian programmeme esublishxnenl of [he nghl of

as



nil oppmsmdnarionaliiies to s:1f—dzl:rrnlnzliL7n and me liberaiion of womcn.
oilior polirical EIIHCIIIS liuye also callua ror rlie oyennrow or me monnrcliy

nnd ine convocation or a oonsiiriicni assembly The oualnariye sluts in me
reyoluuonaryupsurgenus eyen voroed il-ie sialimsrs ro accepx rliese demands.
The Tudeh party nas in me pasr lei ‘necks mode a deolarniion calling for are
oirerinrow or air monareliy, ilie farmalian of a ‘national coulinon
governmenrl and die convocalion ola naunnal assembly wriicn would clinnge
me lraninn consxiruiion in esiablisli a demoernric republic.

we also call rornrepnb ,biir ior \L~ rlic csiablisning oi a republic is nor
merely a rnaiier or replaung lht Shah wrrli n rreeidenr. ii is a mailer cf
purging ilie reiiise or are pasi lrom rne wnole oi sociery. nie proleiarian
policy calls ror irie esrablislimeni ola repiiblic in which ptasams. women and
me Dpprmsed naiionali es are all emuneipnrcd THC prolerariai-s aim in
calling tor a consiiiuenr assembly is nor so rnai si new cnnsuluxion can be
drawn bur raiiier so dial a locus can bc provided ior ilie siriiggles oi all ilie
oppressed lnyers lor crnancipaiion. wliai me prolerariai culls for is a r:vo|u—
lionurycunsulllenlaxscmhlylhruughwhlchau ilieoppressedcan rL5JIS€lhfl| in:
only de-rnocraiic republic is a warkers republic.

No bourgeois govtnlmml, including inose mar go under inc guise of
nanonal coal: ions will ever be willing or able io accomplish such elerneniary
tasks. ii is only a workers and pe3(H.n!.S gniernmeni man can provide a way
our or me impus: imposed upon lhzm by me slian and me imperialisis. A
goirernmoni wriicn breaks iyiiii il-ie bourgeoisie and bases irseii on In:
mdependeniorganizationsoi ine rollers. Only such a gov:xnment1:al| ensure
rlie comocalmrl or a rriily reyoliiiionary and popular consriiueni asse bly.

Alongside ibese demands wc alon advzmcz demands of a irans' onnl
eiiamcior. nzlicnaljzalion or all rlie mayor indusiries. banks and insurance
companies, warkcrs canlrol oi indusny and ilie planned regirlaiion 0! me
aconomy. nie cnniranlicrory deyelopnieni or lranian socieiy under cap-iialisni and me dwersiiy or me pmblcms inberiied trom ilie pnsi necessiiares
[ht coniblnaiioii or democratic slogans wirn rransinonal and purely soeialisr
slogans Ey nglning ror iiiese demands, wlnoli miisr ronn a lroy pari of me
measures carrroa oiir by a worlrers and pensanis goiernrneni. me lrnman
proleianai will preparz rne way for a plunncd econam)‘ und ivie esiablisrimeirr
or a soci 3| socieiy.

Tire exaci amuse or die lranian rcv(l|u|u:uI cannol be prediered. Many
raeiors wi\\ deierminei cluding now long rne dearii agony of die Shah
lasrs. Tire further ilic Pall]-nlvi r=glm: is prolonged me more discrediied will
beoomeallbourgcois farr::s\~hwVlavclaiI:d ro giye any meariiugiul supporr io
rlie mass rnovtmerll. l. lrewise, every dny inai ilic slialr lasis ine greaier rrie
possibiliiy onurilier and dzepcr splils emerging in me lranian army — which
would lrnye ro remain rlie bnolebone of any bourgeois regime emer rig rrom
iiie cnsi Triere will be no bourgeois coalnion or ‘nanunal salvation’ wirlioui
an lranlan army ior a spine

l-lopeiully, many of me quzslmlls concerning ibe course of mo lranian
revnluiiml will riaie b:=n answered by ilio lruniuri rnnsses I1'iems:1\':s by rlie
iirne ibis pnmpiilei is pnnlcdl Meunwliile lranian rcvalulinnaries Ml!
onampion ilie demands irirougli which rlie reyoliirionury ovcrlhmw or ilie

on



Shah wm b: zssur:d: mg dzclalalion u{ a rwuhlic, lhe con\'m2LiL7n of 3
constiuncnl assembly and me (ommion of 2 g:nuin= works: and peasant;
government.

In is mmugh fighting rm these dmunds nnd uniting in ncnon mm all
forczs sIIvP¢r|mK mes: dnnands um me smn forces o( xvvulnnionary
marxism Dresmlly txisxing m Iran can npidly create cu: cnndilinns my ma
:m:Kg:nc: of: Indy mass mun-uimmyparly. 1: is also mmngn mg snuggle
fur um dcrnnnds mm me rnassts munscxm will b=gin m throw up organs
of popnlax Dower — sovxcls. On me day (hrs: Iwn comma: Ih: mm viclory
of me Iranian (evolution mu bu assurzl

VICTORY To THE IRANIAN REVOLUTION!
vxcmmr TO THE wommns AND YEASANTS or uum
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Read KANDOKA V, journal of Iranian rcvolurionary Marxists m
Europe. 38 pages. PriLc sop.
Available mm The omcr Bockslmp, 323 Upper Street, Landon
NI zxp.
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