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THE COMPLETE NEGATION OF
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

whose ideology of practical
imperialism abroard the judicious
welfare at home gave Labour a
rhetoric to be proud of, and finalised
the class role of Labour politics.
Trade Unionism is confined and
captured inside the problems of
capitalism. Fabianism gave this
defensive ideology a positive twist.
Its reformism serves capitalism.
But time and again militant and
revolutionary groups have
capitulated to the Labour Party. In
the first place because Labour has
served a political end. In both 1945
and 1964 Labour victories ousted a
blatently reactionary Conservative
government. The magnetic

crease the rate of exploitation. The
Labour Party will be going to the

polls united around its present
policies.
But there is still confusion over

how to oppose Wilson. All forms of
images, allusions and provisos have
been used to paper over this
confusion. The industrial actions in
the docks and at Heathrow, and the
Labour Government's reaction to
them, reported on the opposite page,
can act as a clarification. The
dockers' strike, the Heathrow
firemen's strike and the threatened
action over BUA concern a trad-
itional labour issue—nationalisation.
All three are aimed against private

It is not democracy that is
threatened by mass political actions
of sections of the working class. It is
the pseudo democracy of the
political institutions of the ruling
class. It is in this arena, and only
within this arena, that it is possible
to discuss whether to oppose or
support the Labour Party in a
General Election. For this is a
tactical question, which can only be
handled vigorously with a clear
overall percepective. That is why
revolutionary forces in Britain have
always fumbled on the issue. With
no coherent alternative to the
Parliamentary road, they are, and
have heen, swallowed up by their

P attraction of a gigantic working capital. All three are involved with tactics; which become rigid and
e class vote combined with throwing the State because of the national iInflexible.
the Conservatives out of office importance of the industries that The dockers have shown the way.
- proved irresistable. handlie Britain's trade with the rest The social basis of opposition to the
When Labour fights to remain in of the world. - Labour Party is the existence of
office this ideological attraction When the men in these sectors extra-parliamentary working class
weakens. But in 1951 the Labour challenged the State, and the political action. Labour will be
Socialists have never found a Party had split. The Bevanites, a Labour Cabinet, on questions of driven from office, and more
successful way of opposing the hotch potch of radical politicians working-class power, the Party's important, from its hold
Labour Party. including the dominant group in the leaders lrespondr:ci by denouncin ast maijority of the working ass,
present cabinet, confused and the ~hallenge as unconstitution: in clashes with the ndependent
Founded by the Trade Unions at obfuscated the issues. They held out Labourism and Reformism can only political activity of labour. That is
the turn of the century, the Labour the promise of a socialist &° where the ?éf lar_ﬂentar-: road the basis for opposition to the
Party was formed to defend the ‘alternative’ within the Labour !eads them. Marsh's phrase that the Labour Party—and its political
most narrow and immediate movement. dockers one-day strike was message is the destruction of the
interests of the working class. It Now the Labour left hold office. complete negation of parliamentary dictatorship of the
was hegemonised by the Fabians, Wilsonism openly organises to in- Parliamentary democracy was hourgeoisie.
well turned, if ahead of its time.
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Heathrow

warkers at Brentford Sta fium

of The Times, dated 17

into a neat pa
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line between legiimate Wz
political strikes: between
mands and the actions which

threaten
the system of ownership as well as the in-

stitutions that maintain and guide it. But
he essential point was clear. Both the
dockers and The Times tied together the
disputes at London’s massive Heathrow
airport, and the campaign in the docks

For
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Monday March 16

the docks. jumped into the fray the night
‘ore the dockers one-day strike. In a
speech which was interestingly enough to
his own party workers (since the s

wide appeal of Barbara ( 3

put the line good and hard. “‘Power in
the hands of irresponsible people has al-
ways earned the resentment and trium-
phant opposition of the British people™.
Capping it all, hysterically in advance of
the real situation, Ron Bell. Tory M.P.
for South Buckinghamshire fired off “*No

try can g n like this. Militant

5 wan L &I =

r were prepared
rifice a section of their class i their
WT erests, and the state which
the that this alliance for modern-

isation would buy off the dockers who
wouldn't realise that it was capitalism
that was bringing nationalisation to the
docks. not workers' power.

This manoeuver collapsed
veral IS

After

e present National
which gives 50/50
control over labour to workers and
bosses. While the Bill has been mellow-
ing, the full impact of contamerisation
has started to be felt. and the big
panies in shipping and international lrans
port realised that steady profits can be
made in the Docks, profits of a different
order to the speculative gains and com-
pensation which interested the old dock
OWNETS.

The collapse of the m
that the Government has got to take
sides: the dockers' strike—mnot their last
move by any means—shows that they

worked out whose side the Labour
t has chosen. The political
ionalisation’ is now seriously
by a group of workers whose
rganise their politics is beyond

Com

1ANOoCcUver means

HEATHROW AND BUA

At Brentford Football stadium, 15,000

Heathrow workers voted for a 24 hour
st if a Canadian servicing firm
arted work on the airport. Clive Jen-
ns, referrin private enterprise at-
tempts 1 takeover of the private

British Airway by the state’s BOAC
“We say 1 ndependent amn

said

EASTER SKINHEADS

A not inconsiderable amount of news
print was devoted to police. activities

ver the Easter holiday. The cause—the
traditional ‘bit of bovver’ at the seaside
had all been done before by the Mods
snd Rockers. Perhaps the press would
have baulked at churning out the same
y for the seventh consecutive ye '
e friendly fuzz hadn’t had a bright i
disarming the skinheads.
By Monday the East End of London
i exhausted ils attractions as a h
rt, the trainloads of skinheads and
ssers were descending on the coast
ghton, Southend, Weston Super M
Greal Yarmouth and
ige were hit and in most cases the
A waiting at the stations. In
ouths had been prevented from
2 ON one train at Vicloria
ster-stroke, the answer 1o
vouth problem, was delivered
rival factions were limbering
bit of aggro, Skinheads wers
to remove their braces
" . bikadl

T

ncss,

and
i

would not be able to fight AND hold
their clothes on. The press was not slow
to point out that nobody had forced the
skinheads to part with these two crucial
items. But as a police spokesman said,
“If they had refused we would probably
have taken them in and charged them

with possessing an offen
Cynics may doubt the le
that plos
- YT -

mindlessly sav
but for the m
was WwWas
_l__"i'C'.i\L'T'\
other, trailed

There were
the resorts
to  using

beating the hell
incessantly by
a number of
offences ra
obscene language.
people were fined a total of £215 at
Brighton. The chairman of the bench
there, Mr Herbert Ripper. announced

. s I PR ‘ ~ L - -

APURER R Ly B R i A i efas

in Brighton,”™ as he ganged up with the
police
The skinheads were also in action at

the CND/YCL rally on Sur 1t the
Victoria Park. The Young Communists
cust ncern 1or work

with their

ass

nade off

. f peace’
bel rades Unions.
T he hes with Joan
Littlewood s thea group, and a

confrontation with the Pacifists, notable
for the hostility shown by both sides.

The skinheads' perceptive choice of
target did no more than remind CND
that they now have both feet in the
grave.
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prevent prnivale camilal i £
the most profitable sectors of the ser
ing work, whilst BUA stafi
sure that the state takes
rickety company, and demand a say in

the ownership of their own firm.

Over

The sector has been sufficiently mn
crisis in recent years to warrant a full
Government enquiry. Ron Edwards, the
Electricity Board boss  took the

enquiry on. Edwards recommended the
setting up of a private second force air
line made up of a merger of the pre
shakey private airlines, who have ¢
sistently tried to get access to the profit-
able routes monopolised by BOAC and
BEA.

But the

privale companies have
sqjuabbled amongst themselves, and BUA
decided there was no alternative but to
sell out to BOAC. when the price was

highest. Parliamentary pernussion was
given. Then caledonian said that they
would take BUA on. and Parliament

chaneed its mind. Outside pressure? Not
at all! It is only outside pressure when
workers object to Parliament changing
ommercial bosses
BUA c¢ni ‘oincided with the
strike, which was the point
the British Airports Authority
g 8 | against group by group wage
mands at the airports. The strike was
the climax of the Heathrow workers’
opposition to the Canadian ground hand-

its mind at the nod of «
The 8

line firm General Aviation Services. The
workers have stood firm jinst GAS
coming on to the airport. GAS were

granted a contract by unusually unpublic
processes by the British Airports Autho-
ritv which is led by Peter Masefield, of
agle Aircraft fame, and controlled at a
who

Be:
financial level by John C. McGrath
had a record of rightist in fighting
the left in the Cooperative Movement

gathered for o mass rally @t Tower Hill, §Fondon

At present. ground handling is done
by the state airline firms. The workers
félt that the insertion of GAS would start
an avalanche of “‘picking” for private
capital, as well as restructuring of their
own organisation. This fight will escalate
as the Roskill Commission decides on a
site for London’s new. third airport. A
multi million pound venture which has
brought big capitalists circling in, with at
least 1wo consortia already planning on a
gigantic new sea and air city at Foulness

The essential element in common be-
tween both the docks and the airline
and airport workers is that in te
basic job security, wages and ¢
nationalisation makes ¢
alisation has become an
mic demand, at the
partly because of.) the
Party has rid nation

tical clothes. Nati 15

SO 1T n a part . scene, and

the planning of different sectors has be-
I iecessary for privale mvest-

ner ections of workers are having

the future developments of their
justries a component part of their
nic militancy. In the inital

have already occured. they
en forced to repoliticise nation-
ation against the wishes of the
our Party
As Labour tries to play hegemonic
middleman to a ‘classless’ society they
naturally take steps against working
class actions. That much is well known.
The actions at the docks and the airports
are liny swallows of working class
counter-initiative. They are far from mak-
ing a summer. But they show that at its
own slow pace and in what would seem
to be very different sectors, British
workers are more than capable of taking
up the political struggle of their class and
deploying it against the Labour
Government. Ranald Melbury
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Fhough constantly ru\,l"'r‘ to
concreteness’ ”[Ln.l\‘i )11 he article
(S even an refer e to our

ices which would
me notion of the
information on
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critics sc
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an example of the
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propositions—"*

looseness rises

Alre

article’s

hll dent

ra

many revolutionaries) reg
Marxism in some form as the means by
which changes may be produ More
must be this positio Such
formulation all the key questions;
the specific s Marxism takes in this
wuntry, the role of the groups—thein
peration and to the student
sector. 5o, some students are interested
i Marxism! Is this a I new?! What
oes it mean? How affect the
ctice of militants?

Exhortations to “ask
ontent of this
be nd cven,

rorm

anc nst,

i
which

a of spontaneity are no longer
term problems, but problems being

ns

faced now in specific situations. To
emphasise the short term advantages of
sponteneity is dangerous and counter-
productive.

There is one lo - in this
article. We quote, ‘Si . by personal
experiences. the theoretical under
standing of many thousands of students
was deepened.’ This thesis is backed
only by assertions, of ‘new relations
between theory and practice’ and that

‘the concept of revolution has acquired

new dimensions.' The thesis may be
sustainable, but in the article it is not
sustained. It may be as the writer states,
that our limi ns are revealed when
we attempt the task of analysis and
assessment, but those limitations cannot
be used to justify the absence of a
coherent and rigorous argument—
necessary to support such a new thesis.

In our opinion, all the new breakthrough
does is 1o state more aggressively
formulas arrived at two or three years
ago.

student
We ask,
our move-
the article
the Iz

According to the article the
movement has ‘come of age.
what does maturity mean for

\Hm :ria does

ment?

ving ol

ilest

the

1ssue is conc TLIL hur avoids ~,L=Fm~‘

“revelations.”” At Warwick itself the
Union building issue and participation
are key Dbackground factor At
Liverpool, actions were centre« T
going campaigns of oppos
Salisbury the (LJnLLHt- aind  t

with Southern

uniy

Manch

from last vear,
events. LSE, as p ; I :
Dwarf, only took ac T_Iﬂ]’] n'[;r }'1 eparing
student’s consciousness; stressing the
need to attack the causes (the capit;llist

system and its “emerpgent
(||r_\._ 1schaltung) rather than the effects
(1 keeping of files). In short, the
article’s scenario is inadequate—the pre-
existence of er campaigns means that
“spontaneity’ is not an accurate

characterisation

Nowhere is there any substantiation of
assertion that the present wave of events
is more of a Movement than the semi-
planned reverberations to the LSE
closure of last year. Mystificatory
rhetoric about creativity, sex, new ideas
of production and consumption, fill up
the space where evidence and argument
should be.

ty’’) based on be
. let alone does it offer
of Th:ampm n's
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Leaping sideways

relevance there is to the files issue. The
article speaks of the reaction of the
-rs and middle classes, presaging a

revolt against new (new??) forms

m. There is no evidence of

h militants, tied to
S Labourism, tried to

inds car plants, and

3 ¢ wcademic  lecture
respectf received) from the local
Labour P good behaviour
and the way | build meaningful

se¢ of us attempting
ve for some time
ese problems on

f rhetoric.
a student
nt leap.”

community
conscious pls
been trying to 1
a level dn‘:epcr tl

The article
move ment poised “a

I eap?—Rhetoric a 1 Great
Leap Forward was \\rl} a context of a
strong revolutionary part powerful
army. genuine new theory, and a history
of successful practice; the recent wave of
student militancy has been more like a
Great Leap Sideway

le]lj. a great distance from the front
lines of >irus_1_le could lead to the
expectation of a climb-down by the VCs,
as portrayed in the article Most of the
militants, far from being challenged by
reinte i

X

ne comn ol N exaicmen

referred to in the article

Cromwell Road, London S.W.7.

Agitprop Information Brochure: 6&d.

publication survey of british and world
affairs. 8 Toynbee St. E.1.

1/- Paper: Socialist Cambridge
University Publication 3 Round Church

ideological movement ::sscssmn.nl
has taken™ are in no way followed he thinks the nature of the issue is. The move. Similarly, there is no assessment In summary, the article’s two stated
through; instead vet another ideological fact the issue is a liberal one is ienored o©of NUS moves, eagerly disseminated by  objectives have not been achieved. There
form imposed. Rather than Iullnitmg by the writer, who, of course, cannot the bourgeois press). One of the is no 1':;'{;-\.'131':31"7 of ;-malysis. and no
the exhortations for precise analysis of a then go on to the important task of measures ;_rf_Ihc challenge [;n;i]j; us. in 1rans\:t3nria‘._n-:;c t.’jl 5;_1-..-[t1:r!{.:}ma. as urlgcd
concrete history the article is sub-  assessing the contribution of liberalism. the universities is the reliance of activists by the writer. We agree that there is a
stantially an exultation of sponte naism. a The writer seems not to be aware of On -:Jldewgc\.]mrathm politics and pre- need for theory and analysis. but have
H.]wml lation to subjectivism, and a the fact that only in a few cases did files revolutionary theorists like Thompson, 1df_’_ the necessity to engage In _h'c“"-h

elebration of spectacle politics. This, alone trigger the revolt. and that actions and on ptmusu\ﬂdl student diplomats Criticism ba_::;&iLlSt? it is p:'n‘.!‘ﬁﬁ!_\' this sort
mwm of the concluding paragraph, at the different universities and colleges like Straw. of “theory” and “analysis™ which have
which is little more than a ritualistic had their own histories—in the cases of Talk of students being in the forefront brought these important forms of
genuflection to the need to transcend Edinburgh, Swansea and Bolton, coming fighting for the working class, fails to tell practise into disrepute so often in the
spontaneity. The ‘longer term to open explosion before the Warwick us what working-class impact o past. A group of RSSF militant
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A young schoolteacher gives her
analysis of what she considers the
most reactionary element in her
school. For obvious reasons she has to

remain anonymous.

Schools are immensely powerful instit-
utions of repression, imposing on and
reproducing in pupils the ideology of
capitalism—by physical* violence, by
rigorous organisation, by sets of rules,
by psychological and social pressure.
Schools enforce class behaviour in a
variety of ways, some subtle and some

brutal. In a public school pupils learn
ruling class behaviour, in a working
class school they learn submission. At

he apex of this power in every school
s the Headmaster

The ways in which the headmasters’
power may be exercised are such that
at times he can be little short of a dic-
tator. It i1s in his power to control the
whole infrastructure of the school; he
decides how many classes there will
be, controls which class a child is in,
whether the school is streamed and
how this is organised. He controls the
allocation of rooms, and can veto or en-
coiirage any structural additions to
the school buildings. His agreement
may even be required on the position
of the desks in a classroom.
Thz head can decide which subjects
a child should whether or not

ust take either art or music in

earn
Egartm

they m

e 4th year., whether or not they may
stay on ol His influ
ence may De decisuve at the most cruc-
& morments of a child’s career, which
ofien hangs on the contents of a testim-
onial. Even the minutiae of school life
Corme uncer us command. He can con-
trof the text books that are used, can
Soan DOOKS Or Mmagazines at w he can
even insist on a particular type of
handwriting being used throughout the
schoo

The headmaster decides on the rules
and on the sanctions. He can cane a
child on the smallest pretext; for skipp-
ing a lesson, for ‘playing up' a
teacher; or for swearing (3 weeks ago
in the school | teach in the head caned
a 12 year old boy until his hand was
badly swollen, the skin broken, for be-
ing overheard swearing to his mates).
In the privacy of his office a head can
physically assault a child, as happened
the other day at Eliot Comprehensive
in Putney, the child was so shaken
that he has refused to go back to
school. This overt brutality is happ-
ening in schools every day, every
week all over the country.

The run of the mill method of con-
trolling children, of course, is humiliat-
ion, which is used so often as to pass
unnoticed. Headmasters are usually
experts at this. The apogee of this
humiliation is the assembly when the
entire school, pupils and staff, have to
kow-tow to the head as the symbol and
pinnacle of authority in the school.

The headmasters power extends
over the teachers as well as the pupils.
He controls which subjects they teach,
to whom they teach them, and the
content and form of their teaching. His
permission is needed for the shortest
outing, he can interrupt a lesson at
will, he can insist on certain exams
being worked for, he will supervise the
content of internal exam papers. The
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testimonials and confidential
references (files, in fact), and
ultimately he controls the security of a
teacher's job.

The headmaster has specific aids in

the exercise of his power; its
acceptance is an integral part of the 3
year teacher training that most
teachers receive. School inspectors

support it. Parents usually agree with
the value of obedience and see its
instillation as a part of the school's
function, more often than not they
cooperate with the headmaster over
discipline. Working class parents who
think that their child may be being
victimised are usually unwilling to
take the matter very far, either they
don't know how to, or are afraid to
‘cause trouble’. If they do object they
soon find that the official channels for
complaints are so structured against
them that their complaints peter out.
The pupils expect the headmaster to
act in this way (one boy at my own
school was quite expecting to be caned
for something another boy, who
was away, had done, because as he
put it, the headmaster ‘wants someone
to punish'.) So the rebellious pupil
finds that ultimately he has no legal
rights as an individual.

The ultimate authority in a school is
the Board of Governors. As an
institution they are a typical British
ruling class formation, carefully
composed of a ‘cross section' of
interested parties, M.P.s if it is a
public school, local councillors if itis a
state one. The governors are the chief
means of control over the schools.
Their main job is to select the
headmaster, and guide him in making
the senior appointments. They operate
through a combination of scrutiny and
trust. They vet applicants for a
headship, make their selection and
then give him more or less autonomous
power. So a head has maximum room
for manouvre and to develop his skills.
If he ‘lets them down" and the
governors are forced to intervene, as
happened when the ILEA moved
against Duane of Risinghill, then the
Board of Governors have failed in

their task—they have selected the
wrong man.

The function of a school is
manifested and symbolised in the

relationship between the headmaster
and the staff and pupils. This
relationship is a complex one, in this
society it is authoritarian but not
totalitarian. There are liberal
headmasters and genuine knowledge
can be gained within, if against, the
school system as a whole. Such
knowledge is potentially liberating and
is vital to socialism. Though it will
only be possible to completely destroy
the position of headmasters inside the
schools when political power outside is
in the hands of the working class, even
then it will not be possible to move
against them effectively unless the act-
uality of their power is understood.
However blows can and must be del-
ivered now. For the perspective must
be to smash the power of headmasters
over the schools.

This can only be done by umiting
pupils and radical teachers, with
outside help., so that they can enforce

already have councils, but none of
these have any real power and they
become institutions of collaboration
which allow the headmaster to use
them. The attempt to build such
councils wll take time and hard work,
but surely it will be easier than
continuing in the present way.

Schools
Action

The recent documents obtained from the files
of Warwick University deal with two main
fields of activity: with the dangers of allowing
Schools Action Union militants into the
universities; and of allowing militants in the
Universities to agitate in the factories.

It is right that the two main dangers for the
system should be seen to come from the
schools and from the links, however tenuous,
of militants with the working class.

The schools, unlike the Universities, are
socially representative of capitalist society.
I'hey contain not only the cream of the ruling
class, which will pass on to the universities, but
also, as the headmaster of a famous public
school once put it ‘the sons of the dustmen’.

If the schools movement develops it can
provide a training ground, not just for middle
class intellectual radicals but, more important,
for millions of young workers who leave at 15
to go straight to monotonous £9 a week jobs,
or into 4 year apprenticeships, at the same
money, but with the promise of “a future’.
And there is increasing evidence that these
yvoung workers are no longer so easily fooled.

The call for law and order in the schools is
an interesting sign. The headmasters and senior
staff are being recognized not just as the sods
they are but as definite enemies to be attacked.
At the moment many of the attacks are purely
physical, such as in the school near Kings Cross

where the banning of boots caused the students
to paint bootmarks on all the walls and to burn
down the door of the headmaster’s sutdy with

a Molotov cocktail. [e now has a steel door. He
banned boots a second time and then a hut
outside the school was burnt down. Such
physical attacks are on the increase but they
are not indiscriminate as the right wing heads
claim. On the contrary, the students discrimi
ate all too clearly for their liking. It could be
their study that burns down next and there
no guarantee that they won’t be in it

OK., so boots aren’t Marxist, but they
aren’'t the only thing that school stud

reacting to. In Tottenham scho
call for a School Union to ¢«
ulum. This move does not cor
grammars and the sixth forms but
fourth years in the comprehe

|

Universities have sit-ins a
but when they 3
remains as befi
lies at the po
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NAME OFFENCE SENTENCI PRISON COMMENT
Peter Martin (23) b g leafle g | Camp Hill Letter asking for his release signed by
olice Newport [.O.W Ken Tynan. Micael Foot, Tony
Garnett and others not printed by The
Times.
Stephe e police 3 months Brixton A\ Nigerian diplomat was arrested and

Michael Mountford (25) Brighton squat. Remanded in Lewes
custody
Steve Mullens (22) Endell Street squat. 9 months Pentonville
Gerald McKearney (27)
lan Purdy (23) Possession of Molotov Cocktail out- 9 months Wormwood Scrubs
side Ulster House London.
Conor Lynch (19) Attempted raid on Sterling arms 7 years Wormwood Scrubs
Pat O'Sullivan (25) factory
Fred Onouphrious (21) Possession of bomb in  Gree 7 years 4
Embassy
Eamonn Smullen Conspiring to acquire and transport 8 years and 4 Wandsworth

Gerry [)i-h-‘.'FE_‘. arms.
I'm Daly (20) Trying
Museum

Dave Woodthorpe (26)

I Insulting words.

THISIS “THE FIRST EIST OF POLITICAL

INFORMATION ON

to burn down Imperial War

years respectively

4 years

3 months

PRISONERS IN BRITAIN. OUR INFORMATION
OTHER POLITICAL PRISONERS SHOULD BE SENT TO ‘BLACK DWARF' FOR FUT

Maidstone

Pentonville

ISNOT COMPLETE. FURTHER

handcuffed in Brixton for a traffic
offence Johnson busted in a demo out-
side police station.

Cannot raise bail. Awaiting trial.

Condemned under the Forcible
Entries Act of 1429!

Would anyone with information on
this case please ring us.

Both prisoners on ‘“special watch’

which means they are locked up for
19 hours a day 23 hours at weekends.

[he bombs were not primed to go off.

He was in the building when they
were discovered

Note, y were charged not with
possession but conspiracy

See previous Dwarfs

See Diary.

TURE LISTS.

NANTERRE
Two years later

From Our Paris Correspondent

The fighting at Nanterre this year has
seen the most violent confrontations bet-
ween police and students since the May

events. This time the Nante actions
been confined to the C d

that. 2

The police have moved into th

universit as d

suppression. Ricoeur, the
resigned, and Nanterre is

( mp:”'n of
Principal, has

now effectively under direct Ministerial
control.

Nanterre is not isolated. There have
been intensive confrontations in the

universities at Marseilles,
Lyons Clermont-Ferrand,
Montepellier, Nancy

schools and
Toulouse,
Bordeaux,

Besangon, Nice, Poitiers, Le Mans, St
Etienne, Rennes...
The actions have often been a

response to the government’s ‘re

:forms’
of the archaic French education system.

They are also coupled with a more
serious policy decision by the French
state. A campaign of repression is under
way in France. Rather than banning
groups and their publications, as they did
after May (thougl are rumours

the

that bans are on . the govern-
ment is harrassing them, arre

themr

cadres, limiting their actions, and taking
a heavy toll in fines and time spent in
the courts. The Ligue Communiste are
loosing 30 of their sellers every Sunday,

who get astronomic fines. Ludicrously
n the sellers :\T' H imanité Dimanche
Comr st P mass CIr 10n
Sunday paper. as stol 1{1 and packed witl
consumer 1deology as B:]l,:‘.:\ Observe
are arrested and fined. For years the CP

has sold its wares in peace. Now, despite
the feeble protests of the C.P. deputies,
their paper sellers are being rounded up
and detained. Like every bourgeois
country France has archaic
the police can use at will
action they want to prevent.

Lenthy prison sentences have been
imposed on shopkeepers and farmers
who have fought the government, and
the Minister of the Interior, Marcellin,
has tried to ban all meetings that bring
the Army into ‘disrepute’ (See our report
in the Black Dwarf No 30). Schools are
being closed; the Lycée Chaptal in Paris,
got four days extra holiday because
order could not be ‘maintained.” The
Ministry of Education is working hand in
hand with the Interior—education in
France has been institutionalised as a
branch of the forces of r i

epression

against any

laws which’

property, wrecking everything.

Chronology of events.

12 February. In one of the many
‘incidents’ between left groups and CP
supporters, a C.G.T. worker was
severely hurt. There was considerable
delay in getting an ambulance to the
scene because the police insisted that
the authorization of the principal,
Ricoeur, was necessary. Later the
worker was reported to have died of a
fractured skull.

20 February. Meeting of the
University Council which voted for the

‘banalisation’ of the campus—i.e. to put |
the campus under police protection
when and cessary

Between 20 and 27 February
pccupatic N fiscussed and
E nnea o es T the

Ministeries ©
Education amd of rhe Inter:or with the
help of people who knew the campus
well.

26 February. Decisions of the Council
meeting were made public.

27 February. Police arrived on the
campus in force, 1,000 strong, without
consulting Ricoeur or the Council.
Between Saturday 28 February and
Monday 2 March. Situation frozen.
Faculties remained open and police
remained on campus. On 2 March the
extreme right-wing Groupe Union
Droit, from the Assas Law faculty,
came to Nanterre to provoke a fight
with the left groups. Then they retired
behind the police lines and allowed the
real battle to begin. The police were not
supposed to enter buildings, from which
the students poured down missiles, but
they succeeded in throwing the odd tear
gas canister up the stairways. In a |
general assembly held during the |
afternoon several groups denounced the
extremists (mainly Maoists) for
fighting the police, who they claimed
were not the real enemy, and left the
campus.

3 March. Battle continued all day until
evening, when the principal announced
that the police would withdraw and
courses would be cancelled for March
4. Fighting ceased and students went to
eat in the university restaurant, which
is on the other side of the campus.
Shortly after 7.0 pm the police attacked
it with tear gas. All the lights went out
and the police slaughtered the confused
students. The ‘Guarde Mobile' was sent
in to separate the two forces, whereupon
the police turned on nearby cars and

Prefect

4 to 10 March. All courses suspended.

7 March. Mass general assembly
called by UNEF.

9 March. Ricoeur announced his
resignation to take effect from the

‘The state

‘that Stalin

formed.

Black Dwarf Reporter

A Viennese Marxist magazine has just
published extracts from the testament of

Eugen Varga, a major Soviet econ

o ‘.1 i T ]-_J_..__: \ 2

Hur I v r c

H a < t R c 219. and
World Fconomics and P

to 1947. He was ked

that the capitalist economies of m:: W g::t
could avoid Lﬂilapv_‘: in the immediate
future (Stalin was predicting the
opposite).

Although a leading ideologist of
Stalinism, Varga's testament contains a
bitter critique of the present Soviet
regime. It is not a revolutionary docu-
ment, since it denies the role of the
masses, but it is a lot more serious than
most of the critiques that are leaking out
of Russia at the moment: these are
either ranting attacks on socialism by
intellectuals who are infatuated with the
west—General Motors, and Heidegger—
or else apologetic speeches by members
of the Soviet burcaucracy.

Varga states that despite the changes
made by Krushchev the economic, social
and political system of the USSR has not

changed since Stalin's death to any
extent., “The major reason for this
immobility lies in the fact that the

leaders of the bureaucracy of the state,
which Stalin formed, are unwilling at any
price to give up their unlimited and un-
controlled personal power or to abandon
the secrecy with which they surround
their political and economic decisions
Consequently Krushchev's attempt to
limit, even partially, the autocratic
prerogatives of the party had no positive
results. He was not allowed to fimish
what he was trying to do.”

Varga ends up by arguing that what is
needed is “‘a radical change at the 1
'His reason for this is profi
pessimistic: ““There is no po
awaiting a change from below. In re
the working masses are so wused
obeying that they are unable to force the
rulmg circles to realise the S
Lenin set for Soviet Society at
his life.”

The present crisis of the &
Union—defecting intellectuals, econos
shortcomings—is a contir
of the .rl\-\ that Va

beginning of the Easter vacation,

March 20. This necessitates elections |
for a new principal, which will be heid |
in the week of next session I

second
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Bernadette Devlin s denou
murder of Sam De ey. Not mig
be thought, a very controversial thing t

do. But the Unionist M.P.’s in the House
of Commons frothed and roared with
agony and rage. Sex, religion, age, were
compounded to make their blood boil as
the ‘sanctum’ of the House was broken
with a few truths of British domination
in Northern Ireland. What )
most of all is that they are lo
power. And to a girll T

contradiction proves to be intractable
I'he Umionist Tories howl at Bernadette
While befudled Labour M.P.'s aroused
by a ch to prove their chivalry
lumber, | horses without a knight, to
what they fancy is a rescue.

In this introduction to the interview
with Ann Devenney, Bernadette Devlin
has been forced to be restrained. The

fact that she is under trial for being be-
I he barricades in the Bogside in
1969 prevents her from comment

uals of parliamentary rul
most complex and

just insurrection that defeated the
The Black Dwarf is not under

RUC

intima any

strain

lessons of January
and not lost. The Bogsiders
prepared for the August processions and
rose to physically defeat the police.

The political control of the Unionists
over the RUC has been broken. British
officers and civil servants now directly
control physical force operations in the
North. They do so to preserve the
Unionist Party and to ensure the safety
of Britain’s considerable investments in
the area. This has tangled them in a con-

sl

April v

crc

The Black Dwarf
Party while at the same time preserving
them in office.

20th April 1970 Page 7

It is time to tangle the contradictions

further. To ensure that reforms in
Northern Ireland are made by the
workers and students there; not con-

ceded and controlled by the British. The
Bogsiders have shown the way. They
answered the physical brutality of the
RUC with force and courage. Now the
manipulations of the British will have to
an

be met with equal
intelligence.

tradiction. They must take effective
power out of the hands of the Unionist

political

Sir Arthur Young, the British-appointed head of the Royal Ulster ( onsta-
bulary has taken to boasting of the “‘new passive non-retali y role” of his
policen By inference this sen fficer admits that the Northern Ireland

the past. Whether his

A 1ISTIC aesCription [ ustineda 1
[)ufm; 1969 the Royal Ulster Constabulary invaded the slum Bogside
area of Derry on three occasions. To many English people the idea that
dozens of policemen raid slum areas, smash windows, break down doors and
beat inhabitants senseless is incredible, for the English are very ignorant of
their own colonial history and almost unbelievably naive about the function
of police forces. In Ireland, the first of England’s exploited possessions, the

population has a series of object lessons teaching just how the forces of

law nen legiimate protest \ilhl’..";'. people reaches an in-

i : ' ( ab he British Army

S 3 S >Xistence to com-

it designe nove-

~ r ks or k e tions

¢ Arn 3 ge p armed

- i med th n he Clydes ship-

Eafrc R 1S 10 Lirm

sondarity ine S - - ere re itedly
attacked by police batta

Since the incorporation of the Northern Irish state into the U.K., the
Royal Ulster Constabulary has understood its role to be the armed wing of
the Unionst Party. Together with the sectarian B Specials, now in course of

Police terror in
the Bogside.

being replaced by the Ulster Defence Regiment, they used physical violence |

to put down any individual or grouping that acted against the Unionst power
clique. The vigrous republican movement was hampered by arbitrary de-
tention, and savage personal oppression. Unemployed Action Groups in the

of the 1930s specials. Hun

) DEeri
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Derry, Armagh and have attacked
Is, with fatal results. Fatalities have also occurred in
small country towns and isolated areas. And there has been one recurring
feature of these incidents: nothing was ever done to identify assailants. For a
very good reason. even if the police were not acting at the express behest of
the Unionist Party, they were behaving in a way the power clique of land-
owners and industrialists had taught them and approved

Against background look at the case of Samuel Dey y. In
the Unionist nent had been faced with a new phenomenon: a mass

cas In bell

inis, somelumes

1968

movement o determined to revolt against théir living conditions, the
political contr e statelet, and the oppressive measures directed against
mir D 2 the

first four days of 1969 a People’s Democracy march
yotu :nts and workers traversed the North from Belfast to Derry
carrying banners calling for houses, work, and an end to the system of re-
pression. Attacked along the route by police and police supporters the
march reached Derry in battered condition, to an enthusiastic popular recep-
tion. This was too much for the police. They felt that the popular movement
had gone too far. So that night hundreds of uniformed members of the
Royal Ulster Constabulary invaded the Bogside, this was reported by one
eye-witness:

g stude

“About 2a.ri. Sunday morning I heard the wagons coming up Lecky |

Road. I looked out of my bedroom window and saw the R.U.C. jumping out
of these wagons with shields, dustbin lids and batons. They went to each
le of the street and put batons through doors and windows. My mother is
physically handicapped and was in bed in a downstairs room. When they
smashed her window I came downstairs and opened the door. I am phys-
cally handicapped myself, 4’6 in height and 5st. 7lb. in weight. These
police surged round me at the door, one put a baton against my throat and
I me in to the hallway, My mother then struggled out to me and one
f them pushed her against the wall with a bin lid. shouting “Get in Fenian
Bs™. One shouted “We should have given you this 50 years ago’, and

ther shouted “Ha ha one man one vote”. My mother asked them why
- windows and then they used vile obscene language then they

push

to the middle of the street and pelted my mother and I with |

t repetition of previous invasions of the same area in
wing Republican parades. Bul, for the first time,
107 re present, and detailed statements

Even the Cameron Committee,

f-hearted investigation of some of the

1 1 he

Young, no steps were taken against these men who are, presumably,
members of the new" passive non retaliatory” force.

On April 19th the North Derry Civil Rights Association planned a march
into Derry expressly to protest against the failure of the government to deal
with the policemen, specials, and others responsible for the attacks on
marchers and slum dwellers of Bogside. The Minister of Home Affairs,
Robert Porter, issued an order prohibiting the march. Under protest, the
Civil Rights group decided to respect this ban. But local Orangemen, having
succeeded in subjugating the Minister, were taking no chances. Three hun-
dred men, armed in the customary fashion, assembled at Burntollet bridge.
This group consisted almost precisely of the same individuals who had been
involved in the attack on January 4th. The Special Constabulary was well re-

resented. In Guidhall Square a small crowd gathered to protest about pro-
ion of the march. While this meeting was in progress, information
reached the c at Burntollet. and the men, already prepared for action
againstany C tsgroup, piledintocarsand headed for the city. Meanwhile
: irm the crowd in Guidhall Square had moved in a body to-
Barracks protesting against the failure to act against the
responsible for the attack on individuals and houses on January
e barracks has a certain emotive significance to Derry citizens: the)
associate it, not with a fore son, but as a housing place for
licensed thugs. Skirmishes br ut, and a wholesale attack began
stones were dragged up, objects hurled police driven into the b
Police reinforcements poured into town, and a full scale battle dey eloped
through the streets of Derry,

I'h

B g R
S Bl t :

[t was during this that the police broke into the Devenney home with the
consequences described by Ann Devenney in the interview beginning on
next page. I was in Derry on the night of April 19th. I s
Devenney children very soon after the attack. And I am quite
the interview well describes what happens

Then as the situation seemed about to
medicine used to quell the popular spirit « _ A force several
hundred strong rushed through the Catholic slum area, batoning. beating
and stoning. Shots were fired by the police, one into the hallway of 16
Hamilton Street. The real. p : justified cause of public discontent
in Derry, n people in their own house—was repeated.

Sam Devenney had a history of heart disease and tuberculoisi. He never
recovered from the beating administered by the forces of law and order.
And he died a few months later.

I'he names of some of the attackers are popular knowledge. Others could
have been, and can easily be identified by any competent enquirer. For ex-
aple, attention was drawn to the Devenney house by the fact that a couple
of local people ran into the hallway to escape marauding policemen. This in-
spired an officer to announce the address by radio walkietalkie and call for
reinforcements to pursue these individuals. The maker of this call can easily
be identified. He must also know who were the senior officers involved in
the attack.

'he present emphasis on the Devenney case is not inspired by
for revenge against individuals felt by the f n
Rather do the people feel that Id patte

the old |
all see demonstrated that the

lice repeated the

Al
anda
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police-attack
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On Saturday April 19th 1969 in Derry Northern Ire-
land, the Royal Ulster Constabulary assaulted Samual
Devenny in his own home in front of his children. He
subsequently died of a heart attack.

Devenney, 42 years old, and father of six, lived at
69 William Street, between the Strand Road Victoria
Police Barracks and the Bogside. Derry’s Catholic
working class ghetto.

Two days earlier, on Thursday April 17th
Bernadette Deviin had been elected MP for mid-
Ulster. On the Saturday itself Derry Civil Rights mili-
tants had planned to march from Burntollet bridge,
where a Peoples Democracy march had been grue-
somely attacked in January. to the centre of the town.
The Minister of Home Affairs had banned the march.
In the afternoon a small number of the militants,
mainly Young Socialists, sat down in the centre of the
old town of Derry to protest against the ban. By the
late afternoon they had met up with Paisleyites return-
ing from their vigil at Burntollet. There were the usual
scuffles. Then the police swung into action and joined
the extremist protestants. There were widespread re-
ports of police advancing on the civil rights demon-
strators supported by missiles thrown by Paisleyites
from behind the police lines

As the Civil Rights protestors were driven towards
the Bogside they picked up the support of the local
men, whose memories of police brutalities in January
were still fresh. The balance of forces was reversed,
the police were overwhelmed and driven back to their
barracks. Every window in the Strand Road station
was broken.

Then the police brought the heavy equipment into
action. Reinforcements, water cannons and armoured
cars in turn drove the Bogsiders into retreat. They
were unprepared, their barricades were smashed and
their ghetto occupied and terrorised. (for a full report
of the action in Northern Ireland that weekend see
The Black Dwarf, April 30, 1969).

The attack on the Devenney household came as a
police charge down William Street dispersed the Bog-
siders. Sam Devenney was watching the action. As the
men. fled down the street they rushed for the open
door ber 69. the RUC followed. The police
found the door shut. broke it down and six of them
murderously savaged the inhabitants

The following is from the graphic interview with
Sam Devenney's eldest daughter Ann. which was taped
on the Sunday morning twelve hours after the attack.
Three leading members of the Civil Rights Association
had made their way to Derry and were interviewing
Ann Devenney, as they were interviewing others, to
find out tht details of what had happened the night
before
The three interviewers are:

Frank Gogarty: Chairman of the Northern Ireland
Civil Rights Association

Mike Farrell: Member of Peoples Democracy and on
the Executive of the NICRA

Bowes Egan; Co-author of ‘Burntollet’

The interview was under way before the tape re-
corder began to turn and the transcript starts with Ann
being questioned about how the police broke into the
house

OW SAM DE

Bowes Egan: How did they get in?

..they smashed in at the door, and they put my
Daddy down on the floor at the side of the settee,
and there’s a television sitting on the floor in our
room—well, the case of a television—and they put
him between that and the settee, and they kicked
him and they battered him about, and he has a
bald head, and they really were going to town on
his head. you know-

Frank Gogharty: He's in hospital now, isn't he’
Yes, he had six different places in his head
stitched

BE What other injuries has he got?

He has a broken nose...and he had on glasses, and
his arm’s broken, and the rest of his mouth’s all
cut where they broke the teeth in his mouth.
(Devenney wore an upper denture plate. This
was broken in two in his mouth by a baton blow
and Ann showed the blood covered pieces.)

FG And there’s your brother, that’s Harry, aged
20?

That's right. I know his leg’s hurt, but 1 don’t
know how bad...

FG You're Ann, isn't that right? And what age are

you?

Eighteen.

FG And what happened to you?

Well, T was going to defend Kathy, she was lying
on the fireplace...

FG And how old is Kathy?

My sister—I think she’s 15. And he was going to
kick her in the stomach, and with her not being
well beforehand I put my arm in front of her, and
he was going to kick her and I put my foot out to
kick him, and he held my leg up and kept on bang-

ing my toes with a baton. Just kept on—and he

held my leg up—I couldn’t move. Everybody else
in the room was so badly injured at this time, there
was nobody could even help me. And there’s a
man down the street, he's a friend of my Daddy’s...
FG What's his name?

Freddie Budd. And he was lying on top of two
other children, and they hit him here with a baton
and here on the head. On the forehea i or
crown of his head. They hurt his hand, 1 d«
know how bad—but he put his arm up to defend
himself and they hurt his arm.

Mike Farrell: He was defending the children?

He was. He begged them. You may know how bad
it was, he told the police they had him and me and
to leave the children alone.

FG Who are these children? How many...

That's John and Claire. John's five, Claire’s 10.
Danny’s 12, and Kathy.

FG They were injured?

They were all in the sitting room. And the younger
ones, they were all upstairs—but they weren't
touched. My Mummy was in bed and they were up
with her. My boy friend was on the stairs and my
brother was on the stairs, keeping them out. you
know. Keeping them down from going up the
stairs at all.

FG How many police actually entered the house?
Eight. I would say there was eight in the sitting

room—there must have
in the scullery, becau
broken too. And it was
went to get the fellows
away too quick, becau
stairs, you see. And th
And their language was
BE What kind of things
Well, for example, they
and [ asked them not t
after an operation, and
know she was a gii] th
said, that's a girl, pleas
said, I don't care the
Budd said, just hit us
hurt the children. And
crying because he kney
the children immediatt
their way to get the you
MF And did they get th
They did, yes. On the ¢

FG Would you be
policemen?

Well, I won't say it foi
point in saying—even i

I told—

FG Would you be frigh
No. Not after what the
cause my Daddy was Iy
over to the corner of U
arms down—and my D
know, and at least a m
bashing and his hair wou
really going to town on
like that, and they pu
and they nearly cut it
know—here where the
lay on top of Kathy, a
under me. [ got up aga
this time someone of 1
hair and just left me
guard—vyou know, he
m my Daddy
And when they™d
y kick im out ai
beside the sofa and the
all over his head. | th
sure he was dead. He ¢
think he could live. I 1
you should have seen il

MF What did they s
when they came in thn

My Daddy and my |
room door because tl
and they didn’t want
they could keep them
then. I know one they
out. They came into
people from the streel
passed all those peoplt
children.
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ENNEY DiED.

n two in the back out
the scullery window’s
police done that—they
Bo got out but they got
they got away from up-
didn’t get any of them.
Bgusting—it was terrible
d they say...?
e into the sitting room
puch Kathy she was just
was a girl—they didn’t
thought she was a boy. |
on’t touch her. And he
H she is. And Freddie
urt anybody but don’t
was so annoyed he was
hey were going to go to
And they went out of
r children.
wo young children?
n of the head

ble to identify these

ow. You see, what's the
could identify them and

ed o identify them?

re done to my father. Be-
o on the sofa. and I went
room. and thev kept my
Li}."l _-_. 'T. a ‘-.‘ I 5 J
with hair can
protect him. bu
m. And | put my arms up
d the bacl i A

der my arms there. you
yulled 1t. And I went and
when they got her from
to go to my Daddy. And
Im caught the back of my
ing on top of the fire-
st swung me round and
and he wouldn’t let me
nished beating my Daddy
lay him just on the floor
was just of pool of blood
ght he was dead—I1 was
so bad a beating I didn’t

an it sounds fantastic, but

Did they say anyiung

vh the door?”

friend were locking the
knew we were in there
em in there at any time
it. so I didn’t hear them
id. get the whole f'ing lot
st hall and the ordinary
re standing in it and they
id especially went for the

MF I'm not sure why they came in here in the first
Because all the people from the street had run in
—that’s the only thing we can think of. Why else
would they do it?

MF But they quite clearly attacked not the people
who had run in, but the family?

One fellow, Paddy Harpin, was outside the door
with my Daddy—and they got him. His blood’s on
the footpath outside there. He couldn't move—
they kicked him. They just stood there laughing
and threw him in the road, and they kicked him
under the kerb—you know at the side of the foot-
path—and they kicked him until the could kick no
more...

BE What kind of clothes were they wearing—the
men who came in?

The policemen? Policemen’s clothes.

MF Uniforms?

Oh vyes, they were uniforms all right.

BE Had they crash helmets or—?

Some of them had. Actually there was only one
that did not have a crash helmet.

BE You couldn't tell whether he was a senior

man?

I know who he is

BE Do you know his name?

No—I don’t know his name

BE But he’s from Derry?

Well, he’s stationed in Derry. You see, 1 work be-

side the police barracks and I know quite a few of

them. I couldn’t say for sure they were all Derry—
but I know one of them definitely is from Victoria
Barracks in the Strand road—I know for a fact.
BE Could you describe him—what does he look
lKe
I could describe him, but I'm not going to if you
don’t mind.
MF How did it end up?
It ended up with the police just cursing. Every-
body was laying bleeding as hard as they could,
and they just walked out. They just walked away
from it all. Everyone in our house couldn’t have
got out, because the whole street was round—you
know what I mean. Only if they had gone up-
stairs..my Mummy was in bed and if they'd hurt
her it would have been worse—my Mummy and
my Daddy would have been in hospital, and we'd
have been left. But we had to go out over the back
all and ri we couldn’t get out

‘t even let us go to the

ymbulanc

A neighbour- Is your father in hospital now?
Yes, he was detained last night.

MF Did they hang around outside the house after
IJ'!{'_‘. came L f :
Not particularly about this house but they were in
this area vou know

BE What time did all this happen’?

T'wenty past nine—about

MF Did they just beat in the door, or did the)
knock?

They beat the door down. They didn’t knock at
any time. They tried to get in the window. but it's

plate glass as 1 told you. and they beat on the door
and eventually got it open and they just felled
everybody they got.

FG Did any of them smell of drink?

I couldn’t say—none of them came that near. The
bottom half of them was nearer us—you know
what I mean, because they were kicking us.

FG Did they look mad or drunk?

They didn’t seem drunk. but they were definitely
mad—anybody who could hurt our children like
they did last night, there’s something wrong with
them. They’re not normal people.

MF Were the children taken to hospital?

No, Dr Mcl ean was very good—he came up, and
they were all in bed. They all slept after that. The
doctor looked at them and he said there was no
one serious—they were all cut a bit. No they
didn’t have to have stitches.

BF Was your father actually out in the street?

No, my father was at the door—he just looked out
down the street. He never took any part in Civil
Rights.

Mummy was out in the big march, you know. I
was always working on these marches, but ['ve
seen the carry on in the Strand Road...from my
work, you know. My Daddy never goes out on
Civil Rights—never.

FG Did he actually open the door for the people 1o
come in?

No, he opened the door to go and look down the
street to see what was happening there, and the
people come in as the police rushed up the street.
The rushed up. and this man that I told you came
to the door. was blocking Harry and my Daddy—
they could neither get out or in, you know. And
then the whole street was just at this door and
everybody just swarmed in. I opened the room
door and was shoved out—I've never seen so
many people in the hall...

FG Where they panicking, or were they just trying
to get out of the way?

They were just getting out of the way. They
weren't chaotic or anything like that—they were
just getting out of the road. Then a few of the men
that we know stayed behind and they were up in
the top room, I didn’t even know this until later on
and they were washing the blood off the children
you know, our children that had their heads hurt
and that. They weren't very bad. but they were
bleeding, you know.

A neighbour: Are your family over at your grand-
mother's now?

Well, at that time, when my Granny came, every-
thing had cooled down—we didn’t need to send
them away. My Mummy’s brother and my brothet
and me and my Mummy and my boyfriend all
stayed here last night—there was enough, you
know.

Neighbour: Did Bernadetie Devlin take the child-
ren aver to your grandmother's?

Bernadette came and she wanted to take them
away, but seeing that they were all sleeping. and
Dr Mcl ean said they were all right, so she didn’t
move them.
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SOUTH EAST ASIA
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Indian army give the events in
ominous shadow. T younger officers
coming from the richest td'mn'c\ and

trained in an atmosphere of anti-Chinese
hysteria, are actively sympathetic to the
extreme right wing parties. The older
officers are loosing their Sandhurst
scruples about the need for ultimate civi-
lian control. And as a voluntary army, not
a conscript one, the ordinary soldiers do

not reflect the changing political con-
sciousness of the population.
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T Vietnam is possible. The terrain of the
whole Western half of the South East

Asian peninsula is mountainous jungle.

united detours to the West of the moun-
tain ridge and returns down the valleys
with the supplies and men that will defeat
the Americans.

It is the Southern part of Laos, across
the trails, that the US have been bomb-
ing constantly from their bases in Thai-
land. But now the fighting in Laos is
centred around the plain of Jars
(square C 1). The map shows clearly
the plain as a high plateau surrounded
by mountains. Easy to defend on the
ground. At the same time it can be seen
straddling the road between two majors
towns Luang Prabang in the West and
Xien Khouang in the Easi, while the
river valley leads straight down to the
present capital, Vientiane. The Pathet
Lao and Vietnamese are in a position to
liberate Vientiane, but this would cost
them in men, and the Jogistics of supply-
ing their army there against attack
) from Americans and Thais in the South
i ‘el would be insurmountable. Instead they
have surrounded US base close to the
Plain of Jars and are (rying to turn
them into Khe Shans. bases exposed to
easy mortar fire, that are a constant
drain on the US men and material,
which pin down large number of sup-
port troops and keep the imperialists on
the defensive.

The key area in Cambodia is to the
South and East of the capital
Pnompenh (squares G2 & G3). The
great protuberance pointing towards
Saigon and the long border with the
Mekong Delta provide a degree of
cover for the NLF. But the US have not
been able to clear the NLF from the
Delta, or from Tay Ninh, scene of some
of their greatest defeats hecause of the
skill and persistence of the Vietnamese,
rather than for any technical or logistic
reasons. If the war deepens in Cam-
bodia it will be adverse for the Viet-
namese in the short run, bui it may
well bring forward the founding of a
Socialist Cambodia.

$outh China

Ncmnl'mg

ool Itcid

DEMARCATION LINE—=1954

|
s e

i “R!g h
46,000 US.
41,000 ALLIED,
700,000 PUPPET

il Nhatrang

2 R

”;.*fl i Camranh

ACU LAD

Canals




Remember the good old movement days
could dig Mao, Che, Viet Cong and
Revolution, without ourselves becoming, or
fing to become, a Mao, a Che, a Viet
and a revolutionary? Remember those
comfortable, bourgeois, hip, counter-
anti-communist, boring,
empty, confused, deadening, nauseating
days? Those days are, thank God, gone. For
us “'movement people,’’ there are but two
either we push on 1o become

when we

sSrrug
Cong,
nice

revolutionary,

P sibtlities:
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Until just a few whenever the

weeks ago,
LS. repressive machine wanted to jail some
militant leftist for organizing, it arrgsted him

for conspiracy. Thus jailed, have been the
members of RAM (Revolutionary Armed
Movement), the New York Black Panther 21
{13 of them now awaiting resumption of their
trial). the leaders of the Mexican-American
Alliance of Free Peoples (who demanded a
return  of their treaty-guaranteed New
Mexican lands), the Oakland Seven (who
helped organize the anti-draft demonstration

two vears’ ago) and the Chicago Eight (five
found guilty in the most sensational and
ovious frame-up in recent years).

These are put up jobs. Meantime a real
conspiracy exists Yer the whole
Establishment, from the Justice Department

and the F.B.l, o Time and newsweek
magazines are yelling that the
a few lunatics.
conspiracy, long taiked @
surfacing. is serious. It is thres
Ldr[[r!]I\\ L\hthihhm;_n! where it is m v
ner: It is a conspiracy h‘\
young militant, dedicated revolutionaries (o
bring the war home™ by bombing precisely
those institutions which profit from America’s
interventions, neo-colonalist dominations and
imperialist wars.
I'wo Year of Explosions
In fact, sabotage has been ocecurring for two
years—but the press, except for an
casional article in an underground paper,
studiously silent. In 1968, the
-r stations to Berkeley's atomic reactor,
South West Military depots, various Dow
Chemical (makers of Napalm) sub plants and
; f lice stations, ROTC offices and
blown up. In 1969 no less

The reason is si
1bout

has been

; took place in the San
93 in New York and 33
~ vet not a word in Time, for
r nul March 1970. Obviously,
I b ment that if 1t said
- 1 g0 away
DT ipD n

General Motors, Radio Corporation of
America, Chase Manhattan Bank, and the
docks of United Fruit. The Federal Office
Building, the Whitehall Army induction
center and the criminal court house were also
bombed. The explosions always took place at
night, after cleaning and guard personnel
warned by telephone, had time to evacuate.
Then, in November, three young leftists were
arrested on an alleged tip from an informer,
and the whole press talked about the crazy,
desperate, frustrated, demented extremists
Even the bombers’ ‘‘press releases” pre-
viously repressed were now printed. Said one,
in part: “Spiro Agnew may be a household
word, but it is the rarely seen men like David
Rockefeller of Chase Manhattan, James
Roche of General Motors and Michael
Haiden of Standard Oil who run the system
behind the scenes. The empire is breaking
down as peoples all over the globe are rising
up to challenge its power. From inside, black
people have been fighting a revolution for
years. And finally, from the heart of the
empire, white Americans too are striking
blows for liberation.”

If the established press gave such publicity
to the bombers, it was only because it was
convinced that the bombing would stop now
that the F.B.l1. had arrested the “maniacs.”
But the bombings continued. The Rocky

Flats Nuclear Plant has been so damaged that
it is not yet in full operation. The Munitions
Plant of

S S

Hanover, Mass., was blown up.

Seteceop

Weathermen on the streets of Chicage

Blow up Amerika

Three
were hit.
destroyed;

New York General Electric plants
In Pittsburg, a shopping mall was
in Washington a nightclub; in
Michagan. the State University’s School of
Police Administration, in San Francisco and
Berkeley, two police stations (with many cops
injured and one dead); in Louisiana, Texaco,
Chevrion pipelines, oil wells and stations, 48
times; in Madison a Reserve Officers
Training Corps building (md Lh~ computer
room of the Army Reserve ter

In Baraboo, Wisconsin, a Cessna 150
plane dropped three bombs (whicl
gO the Bad ( h’d”’n"
H\I‘i.h produces gunpowd
saying ‘‘Have to check out suppuu Bc haLk
2 was signed “Vanguard of the

soon.” It
Revolution.™

Then, in March, bombs tore apart the
courthouse where SNCC leader Rap Brown
was to go on trial in Cambridge, Md., and the
New York offices of IBM, Mobil Oil and
General Telephone and Electronics. The
New York assault was carried out by a group
calling itself “Revolutionary Force9" which
said, in a press release: “All three
(companies) profit not only from death in
Vietnam but also from Amerikan Imperialism
in all of the Third World. To numb Amerika
to the horrors they inflict on humanity, these
corporations seek to enslave us to a way of
‘life’ which values conspicuous consumption
more than the relief of poverty, disease and
starvation. In death-directed Amerika, there

(CGua 1 Photo, Steve se, Newsreel)

is only one way to a life of love and freedom:
to attack and dealm} the forces of death and
exploitation and to build a just society—
revolution.” The war had indeed been
brought home to Amerika (spelt with a k"
the German way, for both its Nazi and
Kafkaesque significance and now spelt that
way in the underground press).

Veterans
But who are

groups. The ¢
minds: They ¢cach b contribute to th
dissolution of the state, to weaken it, helping
in that way the liberation movements of the
world to win their global war against U.S.
imperialism. These militants have seen the
Movement use every non-violent means of
protest to change Amerika into a
humanitarian country—and fail. They have
seen the Blacks jailed, tortured, murdered for
demanding justice. They have seen every
university resort to the violence of the police
to keep them in their place. as faithful
obedient cogs in a capitalist system that
plunders and butchers innocent peoples all
over the world.

The new militants and saboteurs are white
middle-class ex-students who reject the
values of their parents, teachers, cops. govern-
ment officials who serve only the interest of
the rich. They are veterans of Civil Rights
i-war protests and Chicago, who

m experience that Amerika is

Meamingful
from expe
the whole |
service of the poor of .h‘ dispossessed or the
exploited or the mstreated. The new
Militants have themselves been
beaten, arrested again. beaten again—and
then found guilty of all sorts of crimes—al
because they believed, originally, that
*‘America’ was fair and just, the land
opportunity, for all, or should be.

So, they organized. They grew in numb
and protested more vociferously. But -.x'l:_-'
they found was that the Justice Department
the FBI and the local police simpl;
by sending agents to infilt i
organizations, set up traps, bring them W
frame-up courts. They split up int sm_"!
groups with less chances of police infiltratic
and began to plan actions which could
more meaningful in the struggle. Many of 1t
groups resorted 1o sabotage. More
follow.

Reprehensible Provocations

To traditional leftists, such actions are
hensible. The Commu
example, has co
actions of demented pe $ OF are

warue b nf s nron alrurs ¢ fasc

arrested
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But those new lefuists who approve saC

t reject the old analysis, as well as
i le who they say do

he protests, all the

class” will have

a subsian
sciousness. The
Militants, is that

r

volutionary situatior
is really two classes
are politicizeable ¢
workers whose
identified with Am
The Weathermen
The Group wh

'Bnl" I)}l.’ln-h Sub
which says “You de
know which way th
many of the 1
Democratic
organized,
revolutionary
committee

(collectives), r 1al b
that life style and wy should be
inseparable: all Weathermen live in
;(]"Ee.;[su:s and are 24-hour-a-day activists
heir analysis tells them that unless white
lutionary groups live the life of
revolutionaries, y can and always have
been co-opted back into the affluence of
white skin privilege. Indeed, ever since the re-
pressions got heavy in the U.S. last year,
most movement intellectuals have dropped
ut. The excuses are many: we must wait for

the economi fer to rad

must not let irseives become isolated

an adventurism that alienates the
a-urkcts etc. Weatherman's analysis excludes
such rationalisations: the working class pro-
fits too much from whiteskin privilege to be a
vanguard: youth are the most polentially
tionary force because that privilege is
st 1r\\t|tmmn.;lncd and because it is the
: ".lt._l sector of the k]llr_' unrnu\g

tyle. He can then be supp« rt:d in moments
and that means
.uy:lh;r in

They organmised such collectives in twelve
major cities, tough working class cities like
Detroit, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Milwaukee,
Cleveland. Twelve bodies, male and female
to an affinity group, living in one town. The
Bureau (central committee) set the
physical training, Karate, political
riticism and self criticism
discipline in combat and out

| said, nthim is pri-

e fk. icag
r Weatherman battle was
last October in Chicago. Weatherman
ted th.:Jum!\ to show up for the de-

lared
ciarcdad

objective to break up the loop
(Chicago's rich business district). Firearms
were forbidden although they knew the

fighting would be heavy and deaths likely.
Only 500 scared, self-conscious collective

members arrived. They were cutnumbered by
the police almost ten to one, with the
National Guard on call nearby. *“‘Well,"”
shouted a Weatherman leader, *You know
why we came, and what we said we'd do. This
is on[\ the beginning. Whether it's also the
end or not depends on us, now. So let'sdo it!”

And they charged. The fighting was probably
the hardest yet in the history of the New
Left. Thousands of police, with tear gas and
clubs and then with guns against a wild but
tightly disciplined group of white kids, pro-
tected by helmets, boots and steel genital
guards, using lead pipes and chains. The city
watched in amazement as the Weathermen,
meekly at first, then increasingly stronger,
pushed through, dispersed, regrouped,
dispersed again and got through from their
staging area to the Loop where they did as
they had said—smashed windows and
wrecked stores. More than 200 Weathermen
were arrested and eight were shot (none
died), yet the next day, they were back. This
time, the main thrust was to come from the
Weather women. There were only 65 of
them, surrounded by 150 cops. The girls

were more scared than the day before, feeling
more isolated. Then Bernardine Dorhn, a 31
year old former lawyer and member of the
Weather Bureau, told the women “‘the fear
that people feel in this demonstration has to

e the Gold and his fellow Weathermen were working
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be put against the hunger, fear, death and
suffering of black brown and yellow people in
this country and all over the world.” Then
she led them out of Grant’s Park across from
the Hilton Hotel and into the police lines
waiting. The Weatherwomen fought well too,
and downed many cops, but they were
stopped. Still, they were back again the next
day, and so through the week. Al the end,
284 were in jail with bail of $1,000,000.

But Weatherman grew. Put down, laughed
at and even denounced as counter-
revolutionary for their adventurism, the
Weatherman have begun to gain the respect
of working class kids. As the collectives
continue to fight, their influence grows.
Besides, another one of their tactics seemed
to be paying off, though painfully slowly.
That was the school “‘jailbreaks,” in which
Weatherman collectives would seize working
class high schools, barricade the doors,
explain what they are doing and why. beat up
any teacher who interferred and then fight
their way out through the police that
surrounded the schools.

Weatherman's organizational nhjecti\'e was
to create cadremen. Today, some 2,000 have
fanned out across Amerika. They are trained
in Karate, weaponry demolition. They read
Marx, Lenin, Mao, Lin Piao, Cabral, Che.
They have weathered arrest and torture.
Operation in small affinity groups, some
prozelytize among working class youths,
others try to radicalize demonstrators by
their militant and exemplary tactics. Others
still, have gone underground. No longer in
contact with the parent organization,
operating alone, they are involved in the
current sabotages. On March 6, a house on
West 11th Street, in New York's Greenwich
Village, exploded in an apparent accident,
killing three occupants. In the debris, police
have found huge amounts of dynamite and
blasting caps. and claimed the house was
being used as an underground laboratory.
One body was identified. It belonged to
Theodore Gold, 23. A few days earlier. Gold
had told a friend, I know now I am not
afraid to die.” Gold was a former leader with
Mark Rudd of the Columbia University
revolt. He died a Weatherman.

The political argument about Weatherman
continues but their dedication and
committment is making every revolutionary
in Amerika examine very carefully his own
relationship between what he thinks, who he
is and what he does John Gerassi

Kestrel sharpens

“It's about the fact that three quarters of
the kids in this country are thrown on
the scrap heap at the age of 15." "It's
about secondary modern schools, the
wickedness of which is not put right by
phoney comprehensivisation.” “It's

about what education should be in a

healthy society ind what it I5s in our

On the onc hand Ken Loach
director: Barry Hines, on whose no
the film is based, and Garnett, who have
succeeded in making a film with these

values. On the other hand the monolithic
mute,

Rank organisation sullenly
refusing to distribute the film

It cost United :\1’['[\[\ and Am
distribution company. £160.000

T"Il\ is a
rewed, all-

- | could be

cO 2101 W h\ the

isal? Gex P nchus, the

disguised policeman R..l[:r. whose

‘judgement’ dictates what two thirds of
the cinema-goers in this country will see,
blandly refused to comment. He does not
talk to the press or appear on Television.

In our society ““Education is about the
creaming off of a few to be trained
expensively, and throwing the rest, the
majority, with a few basic skills on to the
L.abour market, trained only to live in an

authoritar situation and to remain

y 3 h have to kill their
e Garr

So do Rank fee be ‘non-

commercial”? Do the) it lacks

stars, Of not well made, or is obscure,

) to the ‘ordinary’ film
goer, or 1o the ‘family’ audience?

Hu ng seen the film I can say that it
does not n-:c.j- stars, is very well made, is
not in the least obscure and cannot fail
to be of value, entertainment and other
wise, to film goers of all kinds

The hawk is an image, not a bit of

Walt Disney. \\'hen the boy talks about
his hawk fo the well meaning liberal
schoolmaster, he says: ‘'They come up to
me and they say—is it tame?—is it heck
tame, it's wild and that is what I like
about it. It isn't tame—you can train
them, but you can’t tame them! Amonst
other things. that is our hope for the
working class in this country—that they
can't be tamed. It's interesting that
hawks are trained on their bellies. First
you starve them.—get them ‘sharp’ as
it's called,—then you hold a bit of meat
out, and when they do what you tell
them to do you give them the meat.”

Kes is being put out in nine cinemas
in Yorkshire, by ABPC, Rank’s ‘“‘rivals,”
who risk nothing but hope to cash in on
the enormous amount of publicity the
film has had, and—if it does well—show
it in London.

Garnett “There is the story about Alf
Robens coming in his aeroplane to
harangue the men at a pit about
absenteeism: ‘You're supposed to work
five shifts a week—why on earth do you
only work four?” he turned on a miner:’
well?” Miner: ‘Because I can't live on
three’—that’s what Kes is about.”

And that’s why Rank don't like it.

Tom Stenaug

Arlo
in wonderland

Alice’s Restaurant, after being a very
successful record, has now become a
very successful film. And it is easy to see
why. It expresses a lyrical, someiimes
very funny, confusion and scepticism
about the contemporary USA. It com-
bines both old and new aspects of
American culture: Alice's Restaurant is
both “half mile from the railroad
track'' and a sanctuary for addicts, drop-
outs and homeless kids.

Arlo Guthrie visiting his dying father
Woodie personifies the specifically
American cultural mix that defines the
film. He is hostile to straight America—
to the war, the police and short hair.

He both expresses some of the pro-
blems of the US and resolves them all in
one inane toothy grin. After falling out
with the local cop, Officer Obie, he then
befriends him and has him act himself in
the movie. He could hardly have done
that if he'd been black. He is at once typ-
ical of spontanecous hostility to his
ociety and able to contain it with a few
Jokes. It is not for nothing that he was
hailed by Newsweek as “bridging the
generation gap”

Alice herself runs the restaurant and
mothers her flock only through over-
work, and throughout the film there is a
tension between the idyllic world of mosi
of the Restaurant clientele and the fact
that Alice is worked to the bone. Neither
her unbelievably thuggish and stupid
lover Ray, nor the facile Arlo, can cook
All they can do is “have anything th
want,”’ and talk any rubbish they wa
while Alice works awa)

The inner truth of the film has been
clearly shown by the real
While it was being shoi, the real Alice
was divorcing the real Ray i

seguel

up a commercial chain of i
Restaurants

Arlo Guthrie himself Ve by ok
motito “‘I create my own world. ™ whsch
what he does. His world ha
infantile oblivion Alice R e 1200z
“—k("t- .l"-!".' 4 ”n frerm| e o 3
abour what utsade. But asx Ar g o
his way throuph th crw WSz
\lice herself sliceed = sk XS
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vith t urgeoisie tnes
it contrasts Marx. the supposed
believed in the
evolution of capitalist society nto
with Lenin. the ‘vpluntarist
who saw that capitalism wasn't
developing into socialism and thought he
ould with a small group of con-
spirators and push Russia—and the world—
onto the socialist path! Marx spent his w

put over

t terminist” who
inevitab

1
SOCIallsm,

Blangquist.

slep In

adult life in the service of the
movement. His theoretical work
provide the working-class with an
standing of how

capitalist society functions

1 class has to do in order
itself (smash the bourgeois
s own form of political

vears he was aclive

organisatic
1852, Inte
Association 1864-72)

Just

as Marx the
organiser. Lenin

systematic theorist. The starting Vit
Lenin’s political practice which Le
reverted to at every decisive turning, was the
onomic analysis of Russian—and
later of international Siberian
exile in 1897, Lenin the ‘voluntarist’
completed his book The Development of
talism in Russia. His first major work. it
exhaustive analysis of the Russian social
n. and the dynamic way in which the
1al forms of patriarchal peasant
A eroded by the capitalist

and

SOCIO-EC

society. In

operate, an
te the starti
It is
f  Marxist

Lenin making a tape recording in the Kremiin.

predictions and expectations of orthodox
social-democratic ‘Marxists.” In Russian, in
contrast to the social democrats in Western
Europe. revolutionaries faced problems that
forced them to discover those implications of
Marxist theory for political practice which
Marx himself had not developed. Russia had
on the one hand an advanced capitalist
sector and consequently the basis for a
socialist workers’ movement. Bul it had not
yet achieved its bourgeois-democratic trans-
formation and was still overall a peasant
society dominated by the bureaucratic T'sarist
state. It npossible for Russian

tnems<

The first Russi
Plechanov and the Emancipation
group, had already decic

fundamental aim of the workers’ movement
in Russia must be the overthrow of Tsarism
[_enin built an organisation able to lead the

working class in this pelitical struggle against
the state. In the course of constructing what
become the Bolshevik party, the
weapon of this struggle, Lenin reached two
further conclusions, which essentially define
‘Leninism.’

was Lo

LENINISM

Firstly, if the revolutionary workers’ party
as 10 choose its strategic aims, then il cannot

) or of all who are
se who pay |

be y of all worker

‘for socialism’ or

= (o Marxism

1clis chosen to realise it, into effect.
This means that although the party's line is

decided on democratically by a party
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congress, after this decisi !
must work loyally with the majority to put it
into practice. Between congresses the central
committee elected by the congress must hi
the authority to make any tactical
equired by unexpected conditions.

hanges

se two concepts of revelutionary
militancy and democratic ceniralism gave the
B k party a quite different character
5 S | ] ntemporaries in

the West ar m Menshevik rival in
Rus first and foremost a
ther 1N Ly

onsp re the f that
the ‘conspirat ITOWTL 30,000 1n

I'ci31'\l;|r}'ll¥)l? and to 240,000 by October
1917, backed at that time in elections and
mass mobh i by the overwhelming
i ng-class. The

id not
meekly follow its ruling class into the World
War; its tactical flexibility and discipline
enabled it to take advantage of favourable
conjunctures: to the point of leading the first
victorious proletarian revolution

REVOLUTIONARY CRITICISM

The most strenuous revolutionary criticism
made of Lenin is that although the
organisation and tactics he developed for the
Bolshevik party provided a successful
instrument for overthrowing the T
the embr i :

h

jonic bo

baby along with the
put forward an alterma

can

state

overthrow the bourgeois Thev are
forced to rely on nebulous solutions of
spontaneity, autonomous local soviets or
workers’ councils which, as every

revolutionary working class upsurge from the
Paris Commune of 1871 to the May events of
1968 has proved, cannolt by themselves
displace the bourgeoisie from power. Even
though without them the working class can
never achieve power

The libertarian’s reading of Leninism
forgets that it is forged on the action of the
masses of workers and peasants. They offer

W

as an alternative to Lenin the
their own crude
Bolshevism. The distorting
rthodoxy bears a heavy responsil

so do those who refuse to stu
] lves. For the

schematisations

SUCCESS
buil
e masses. Ir
r Soviet stat

umer

Russia
and tf Red
independent actic

The Bolshev 1;.\

workers and peasants

arty C

i juc
revolution in a highly specific hissoncal ¢
juncture, one which posed the most immense
problems for the construction of socialism
But its social base was firmly rooted n tf
industrial working-class, and its revoluti

was a democratic one—for the working cl
At the moment of the seizure of power
party enjoyed both the organised support
the absolute majority of 1 d th
unorganised support or at t acquie Ice
of the peasant masses. But
peasant land redistribution
the Bolsheviks had no a
accept, doomed the working-

tranisform the agrarian economic sir

tin which 80% of the Rus

was embedded). from the

had to be built ainst

bureaucratic state, built Pt ermn
intr b N
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mme Lenin set out in The State and

on, the Communist
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iension bDetween
by minority class 1
f deformations su
on) will no
th

that

vanc

revioil n

perfectly

soclall

1 the
1e forces of
ass and poor
reaction (Tsarism,

and the bourgeoisie)

could deal with
people and t
lution (the

ntry) and those of

bureaucrali

It could uately with the
contradictions that arose among the people

themsel
This weakness comes through in a number
I different ways. The Bolshe . the
lised strategic vangua the

3

heterogenous force. In 1905 the B =vik
aw the Soviets as a dangerous rival,

and although Lenin criticised this position, he
i forward a coherent alternative. In
ugh Lenin now saw the Soviets as
form of the proletariat, it
October seizu

was
1 e of power that
Isheviks would use their majority in

Soviets as  the nsirument f party

sed in 1921, speafically stressed
ht of tendency and pro
of inner-party discussion,

ntee this discussion

degeneration of

party relations in ihe

mid-"twenties proved that a revolutionary
party’s control of its own actions, and its
ability penly acknowledge and rectify
mistakes and not compound them by
listortion and suppression, cannot be
guaranteed by any formal organisational
structure

In Russia after Lenin's death these

had Lenin lived
had the means t

e involved
1 the Soviet

LENINS GENIUS

Revolutionary militancy and democratic
:ntralism are fundamental principles laid
wn by Lenin that differentiate the

volutionary party from reformism, and with-
ut which no revolutionary organisation and
T letarian revolution is possible. Bul the
forms of revolutionary organisation
ve to be evolved both on the basis of
nal circumstances—and it was Lenin's

genius to have done this for Russia—and on
the past experience of the revolutionary
1 internationally. No formal

ional structure can guarantee these
s; they can only be guaranteed by
ideological level and critical
of the party rank and file, and
ry of organisational problems
d ,from past experierdce. It is
y important for us to study Lenin’s
ice and the Russian revolution,
s and its limitations. Just as it
Iy the Chinese experience which

lved by
clions
=tariate is

S unr

Chinese

A brief
chronology.

1870 22nd April (10th April—old Russian
calendar); Vladimir Illyitch Ulyanov
(Lenin) born at Simbirsk, on the Volga
1887; Lenin's elder brother, Alexander,
executed after an attempt on the Tsar.
1887; Lenin enters Kazan University to

stL aw, participates in the student
s expelled and exiled for a
studies Capital and joins a

Marxist circle in Kazar

1889-1893; Lenin engages in Marxist pro-

paganda work among the students at

Samara, where he prepares also for his

examinations in law.

1893; Lenin moves to St.Petersburg,
where the Marxist groups are making
their first contacts with workers.

1894; Lenin is a leading figure in the
St.Petersburg Social-Democrat group,
and organises propaganda among

workers. At the end of the year he pro-
duces the first agitational leaflet, for
the workers of the Semyannikov
factory.

1895 Spring; Russian Social-Democrats
meet in St.Petersburg to plan the trans-
ition from narrow propaganda circles
to political agitation among the masses.
1895 Summer: Lenin travels abroad to
meet Plechanov and the Emancipation

of Labour group in Geneva, and to
learn ab NMest ( 1 working
class P

1895 Autumn; The newly founded

St. Petersburg League of Struggle plans
to produce an illegal newspaper,
Rabocheye Dyelo, which Lenin edits. In
December Lenin and most of the
committee is arrested,

1896; Lenin spends the whole year in
prison, but maintains some secret con-
tact with his comrades.

1897 Jan; Lenin is exiled to Eastern
Siberia for three years. The region has
many exiled Social Democrats and
populists. Lenin makes a living by
giving legal advice to the peasants. He
manages to correspond with Social

St.Petersburg and
main work is his book The
Capitalism In Russia.

s married, in exile, to
N.K.Krupskaya
1900 Jan; Lenin is released from exile.
After discussions with Social Demo-

crats and a close shave with the poli-
tical police in St.Petersburg, he leaves
for abroad, where he plans publication
of an all-Russian political newspaper,
ISKRA—the spark.

- MCKPA —_ |

The first spark—Isra no: 1, December 1900
The front page is taken up by Lenin’s article,
The Urgent Task Of OQur Movement, its first
sentence "'Russian Social—Democracy has re-
peatedly declared the immediate political
task of the Russian working-class partly to be
the overthrow of the autocracy, the achieve-
ment of political liberty'

1900 Dec; Lenin edits the first number
of Iskra in Munich, with Martov and
Potresov.

1901-1903; Iskra is regularly distributed
secretly in Russia by ‘Iskra agents’

who build around the paper the Russian
Social Democratic Labour Party
organisation, and prepare for the 2nd.
Party Congress.

1901; Lenin writes What |Is To Be Done,
which appears in March 1902.

1902 Apr.-1903 Apr; Lenin and
Krupskaya live in London, where Iskra
is produced at the Social-Democratic
Federation’s press at Clerkenwell
Green (now Marx House)
1903 July-Aug: The RSDLP
gress ope n Brussels, but has to

T skra group splits

ne ip SP

2nd.Con

move 10 ndon
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Palace, Petrograd, October 28

gress Lenin is forced off the editorial

board of Iskra, and only in Dec 1904
manages to start for the Bolshevik
group the new paper Vperiod—
Forward.

1905 Jan; Revolution breaks out in
St.Petersburg.

1905 Oct; Lenin returns to Russia,

where he lives semi-legally, directing
the struggle of the Bolsheviks for an
armed uprising, and, after the defeat of
the Moscow uprising (Dec 1905), in
making the transition to semi-legal and
electoral activity. In Jan 1907 Lenin has
to leave for Finland, and in April for
the West.

1907 April; The Fith Congress of the
RSDLP is held in London, the last of
the united party. After the Congress the
Bolshevik caucus sets up a secret Bol-
shevik centre, headed by Lenin.

1907 summer-1908 Nov, Lenin and
Krupskaya live in Geneva, where Lenin
edits Proletary, the Bolshevik paper
founded during the revolution, then
forced abroad, and also works inten-
sively at his book Materialism and
Empirio-Criticism.

1908 May; Lenin visits London to work
in the British Museum on his book.

1908 Nowv-1912 June; Lenin and
Krupskaya live outside Paris. These
are the years of reaction and the Bol-
sheviks are weak and isolated. Lenin
struggles intensely with the ‘liquidator’
Mensheviks, who want to dissolve the
underground party organisation.

1912 Jan; After the final split with the
‘liquidationists’, the 6th, all-Bolshevik
Congress of the RSDLP is held in
Prague.

1912 June; Lenin now moves to Cracow,
to be as close as possible to Russia, and
to direct at close hand the work of
Pravda and of the Bolshevik deputies in
the Duma

1914 Aug; When war is imminent Lenin
is arrested by the Austrian govern
ment, but released, and moves to
Switzerland. After war breaks out
Lenin declares that the Second Inter-
national is finished, and that the task is
to build a new, Third International.

1915 July-Aug; Lenin writes the pam-
phlet Socialism and War, in which he
launches the slogan of turning the
imperialist war into a civil war.

1915 Aug; At the Zimmerwald congress
of anti-war socialists, Lenin attempts to
win the left-wing delegates to his revolu-
tionary position.

1916 Apr; At the Kienthal conference of
anti-war socialists, Lenin wins the left-
wing delegates to a position close to his
own.

1917 Feb; Rewvolution breaks out in
Russia. The Tsar abdicates. the provisi-
onal government is formed, and along-
side it the Soviets.

1917 April; Lenin arrives in Petrograd.
His “April theses’ call for ‘all power to
the Soviets’. Lenin leads the work of the
Bolshevik party in Petrograd, seeking
to win the working-class to the Bolshe-
vik position.

1917 July; After the ‘July days’ in Petro-
grad, the Bolshevik party is banned,
Lenin is forced into hiding near the
Finnish border.
1917 Aug-Sept;
And Revolution.
1917 Sept; Lenin demands from Helsing-
fors that the Bolsheviks organise an
insurrection.

1917 20th Oct: Lenin returns secretly to
Petrograd, where Trotsky organises the
Bolshevik insurrection.

1917 6th Nov night; Lenin arrives at
Smolny, the Soviet headguarters, dur-
ing the insurrection, and takes off his
disguise.

1917 8th Nov; 2nd All-Russian Congress
of Soviets opens in Smolny. It approves
the Bolsheviks' Decree on Peace, De-
cree on Land, and Decree on the form-
ation of a workers' and peasants’
government, headed by Lenin,

1918 Feb; German advance after Brest-
Litovsk negotiations break down. Lenin
secures, against heavy opposition Bol-
shevik adoption of German peace
terms.

1918 Aug: Lenin shot in the head by
Fanny Kaplan, an anarchist; not
seriously injured.

1918 Nov; Lenin writes The Proletarian
Revolution And The Renegade Kautsky.
1919 March; The founding conference of
the Third (Communist) International
held in Moscow.

1920 Apr-May; Lenin writes Left-Wing
Communism: An Infantile Disorder,
setting out the foundations of Comin
tern tactics in the West.

1921 March; Kronstadt uprising during
the 10th Congress of the Bolshevik
party. The period of ‘war communism’
is ended by the measures of the ‘New
Economic Policy’, allowing a partial
free market. Factions within the party
are banned.

1922 May; Lenin suffers his first stroke,
and is out of action until September,
1922 Dec; Lenin has his second stroke.
At the end of the month he dictates his
last notes on the re-organisation of the
Soviet administration, and in his
‘testament’ demands, in wvain, the
removal of Stalin as general secretary
of the Party.

1923 March; Lenin's third stroke puts
him permanently out of action.
1924 21st Jan; Lenin dies.

Lenin writes The State

The political direction of the Civil War—a

direction and intensity of Lenin’s telegrams

diagram from the Lenin Museum showing the and letters, between 1918 and 1920
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DHOFAR- DEALING WITH THE
BOURGEOQOIS PRESS

The last issue of Black Dwarf had 3
special section on the armed
struggle in the Dhofar and Gulf
areas of the Middle East. This was
intended to introduce an important
but little-known area to
revolutionaries here.

On Tuesday March 24 Black
Dwarf gave a press conference at
which Fred Halliday and Fawwaz
Trabulsi, who visited Dhofar with
him, reported on the war and
British involvement in crimes and
torture. About 30 journalists
attended, and the questions they
asked illustrated the highly
structured and limited ideological
fixations of the bourgeois
journalist’s approach. Not one asked
about the social conditions in

Shafier. o ent Tw catuore of T
*Sepiafhonery stragpie. e what the
Uhefiarn wers actually doing. Their
et concern was with the purely
mchescyl guestion of whether the
phanes that did the bombings had
RAF markings painted on them. We
pomnted out that the Sultan was not
noependent and hence even planes
with his markings on them were
RAF planes, and were piloted by
“seconded’” RAF officers. The man
from AP even started grunting

about what “‘bad journalists we
were.” The man from the Times
asked us why the Dwarf was

distributing “‘propoganda’’—i.e. the
Front’s Declaration to the British

People. The man from Tass was con-

cerned about the Front's hostility to
Nasser.

Reports of this
appeared in the Guardian, Mail,
Star and Workers' Press, and
details on the Dhofar struggle have
been given to some of the left MPs.

Reporters from The Times and
The Telegraph wrote stories on the
press conference, and these were
supressed by their editors. The
Guardian's Defense correspondent
put the whole story ‘down. We've
known about it all along, he wrote.
Which is why The Guardian does not
bother to report on it.

In a series of written answers to
questions by Stan Newens, Roy
Hattersely of the FO said on March
25 that none of the British personnel
officially seconded to the Sultan had
been killed or wounded, and that
RAF planes did not fly bombing
missions. He stated that: '‘In each
of the last five years there has been
a total of some 40 officers of the
Royal Marines, the Army and the
RAF and 7 Army other ranks

conference

serving with the armed forces of the
Sultan on secondment.”

There are in fact three kinds of
British personnel in Dhofar: British
officers '‘recruited independently”
by the Sultan’s Consulate in
London; British personnel at British

installations and not under the
Sultan’'s command; and British
personnel officially ‘‘seconded.

Hattersley's answer only covered
the last category, and did not in
clude the 150 RAF battallion
personnel now guarding the Salala

base of the hundreds of
“independent’’ personnel. These
distinctions are in any case
mythical since apart from the
Sultan being a puppet the
‘‘independent recruitment'’ is
carried out through a semi sfficial
Army network; and the RAF
personnel guarding the base are

guarding the Sultan’'s combat air-
port and hence straight forwardly
serving him

From Dhofar itself comes news of
a heavy bombing raid in late
February on the town of Rakhout
which included the use of incendiary
bombs—illegal under international
conventions: and in Peking a
Delegation of the Popular Front
gave a press conference on March
13 in which they accused Britain of
waging a criminal policy against the
economic livelihood of the liberated
areas.

A Dhofari Gulf Liberation fighter on
the move. Behind the barrel of the
gun on the left are the seeds that
will put an end to Sheik and free his
slaves.
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Repression 1s reaching idiotic depths in
Brighton. Dave Woodthorpe is a 26 year
political militant involved with the
excellent Brighton rents project and
squatting drive for homeless families.
Two weeks ago he was involved in a
slight argument in a local cafe. Inspector
Roberts (known locally simply as ‘the
bastard with the moustache’) happened
by. Could he have been keeping an eye
on Woodthorpe? Anyway Roberts pulled
him out only to be accused of being ‘a
thick puppet.” Roberts invited him to
make a stronger criticism: ‘No, I think
that will be quite satisfactory’ replied
Dave, ‘Unless you want me to say Sieg
Heil." He was promptly arrested. He
appeared in the Brighton magistrates
court without bothering to find a solicitor
for such a minor offence. The
magistrate’s first two questions were 1)
Do you believe in God? and 2) Are you
a communist? He was then questioned
s beliefs in ‘law and order.” His
ition questions did
he was sent to

DIARY OF OCCUPATION

On Staurday 15.11. a hand grenade was
hurled at an Israeli military vehicle in a
Ramala. On the one o'clock
news bulletin in Israel the same day it
was announced: “A hand grenade was
hurled at an Israeli military vehicle. One
soldier was wounded. The soldiers in the
vehicle fired in the direction from which
the grenade had come. Seventeen people
were wounded. "

On the two o'clock news bulletin the
same incident was reported as follows:
“A hand grenade was hurled at an Israeli
military vehicle. The soldiers fired into
the air. Seventeen people were wounded
by the grenade."”’

The Sunday

streer in

Hebrew news-
version: “A hand
prenade was hurled at an Israeli military
vehicle. AS A RESULT OF THE GREN-
ADE ATTACK SEVENTEEN PEOPLE
WERE WOUNDED.”

papers ha

The class struggle begins in class and last
month saw the first issue of CHERRY
RED—an underground revolutionary
magazine produced at Elliot School,
Putney, a co-educational comprehensive
with 1800 students. The magazine is
taking a lively stand against the
particularly repressive regime at the
school as well as against repression in
general. The first edition sold wad
Elliot. also at Mayfield and Wanc

schools (neighbourir

f about 0N

g ¢ - P on-
juncture Ihe f an
unpredictable, violent and autocratic
headmaster who has succeeded in almost

completely disrupting the equilibrium of
forces in the school. The setting up of a
schoo!l council, which appeared to have
set free certain of these forces only to
frustrate them with what ammounted to
a mock parliament. The presence of a
few students and teachers, Marxists and
generally of the left, who have embarked
on a struggle for a fully democratic
school with all power in a school council.

The production of CHERRY RED is
very necessary to all this activity. The
editors are trying generally to combat
the reactionary role of the school and the
ideas it teaches. They are busily
organising future meetings, discussion
groups and films to supplement the
written word.

The last Black Dwarf carried a »eport on
the Japanese student group, Red Arm)
(Sekigun-Ha) which planning to
attack Expo 70. A week later the Red
Army hit world headlines by hijacking a
Japan Airlines jet 1o Korea. The
bourgeois press has miscast them as
latter day Samural. In fact they are a
400 strong studen! group, average age
under 20, who have broken from the
pro-Soviet Communist Party but are anti
Chinese and look 1o Cuba, North Korea
and the Black Panthers.

wdas

Mick Shrapnell, well known Black Dwarf
street seller, was busted for obstruction
outside the Lyceum Theatre benefit in
memory of the Sharpville Massacre.

It seemed an obvious case of police
victimisation as there were at least
fifteen other sellers and leafleteers
standing around but Mick was the only
one arrested.

In court Mick carefully explained the
vendetta the police wage against him
(this is not his first arrest) and the judge
fined him a pound. Whereupon Mick
calmly asked for time to pay and was




