HANDS OFF THE CHINESE REVOLUTI

conditional support to red guards:

by Mike Banda
'Things will never be the same again.
has asked us to criticise our leaders and to look

The party

into the functioning of our institutions. We will
never renounce this right.' (Statement of Young
Red Guard to French journalist K.S. Karol.)

Every thieving capitalist and every stinking bur-
eaucrat and revisionist is today gleefully rubbing
his hands and chuckling at the nrospect of the
possible overthrow of the Mao regime and the
suppression of the 'Red Guards.' That is their
doubtful privilege.

The Socialist Labour League and every honest

revolutionist in the world however will refuse to
participate in this filthy orgy of speculation and
slander against those who are fighting to defend
the conquests of the Chinese Revolution and to ex-
tend these conquests, despite the opposition of
bureaucarcy and reaction.

Arrayed against the youthful 'Red Guards' and
the *Cultural Revolution' is a formidable collection
of reactionary forces.

The imperialists, the Moscow’ Stalinists and
their hangers-on all over the world, the national
capitalists of the underdeveloped world and last-
but hardly the least-the revisionists in the Marxist
movement.

'Time' magazine, that strident voice of imper-
ialist barbarism, proclamed with ecstasy, this
that 'it seemed as if China were reaching
the final stages of the legendary dance of the scor-
pion-just before it stings itself to death.

The 'Morning Star', a little less confidently,
but no less maliciously, states:

'China's sectarian policy and departure from
Communist democracy, however, can only be a
temporary phase...

'The Chinese people and party,...will restore
Communist practice and principle. ..

'World Outlook!, organ of the Pabloite revision-

( Continued on Page 2 )
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Ten Cents

Mage Sells Out Welfare
Ranks Infuriated

Strike ;

by a welfare worker

At the Jan. 18 general mem-
bership meeting of the SSEU
President Mage completed a
process begun several months
earlier by twisting a knife into
the backs of every militant
who had fought so hard for a
decent contract.

By appealing to every con-
servative and right wing sen-
timent -in the union, by dis-
torting and lying about the
ture nature of the settlement,
by dwelling on the so-called
weakness of the union and the
fears of the membership and
by making it very clear that
the leadership had absolutely
no inténtion of leading a con-
frontation withthe City, Mage
turned a meeting that often
verged on a riot into a vote to
call of a strike, return to
work and throw all negotia-
tions into fact finding. Many
who voted this had not even
walked the picket lines! Even
so 30% of the members voted
against the sell-out.

The fears of the Mage lead-
ership about their own mem-
bership were concretely ex-
pressed at an executive board
meeting held before the mem-
bership meeting to prepare
the sell-out resolution. Union
members were barred from
the union hall by a barricade,
a chain and several "Pinker-
ton'" goons. Unheard of in the
history of the union!

infuriated

At the membership meeting:

itself, the line of militants
who wanted to speak against
the resolution stretched two-
thirds of the way across a
huge theater. Many strong
union supporters well respect-
ed in the union were virtually
in tears as the true depths of
the sell-out became crystal
clear to them. The close of
the meeting was met by hun-
dreds of militants in a spon-
taneous rally shouting ‘''sell-
out", "scabs'’ and ''"no contract
no work'. President Mage
was driven from the theater

by hundreds of infuriated
members. She was only saved
from physical harm by two

Daily News reporters who
whisked her into a car and
sped off.

The fury of so many mili-
tants was a reflection of the
three freezing days they spent
manning the picket lines. The
militancy of the strike was
growing. Clients were begin-
ning to pour into centers and
demands services in sit-in de
monstrations. Several days
more on the lines and the in-
creasing proba..lity of action
against scabs would have
frightened many out of the
centers.

The union made no attempt
to rally the labor support it
could have reachedinthe city.
Tens of thousands of city em-
ployees were in sympathy with
this strike. The enormous
energy potential and the real
feelings about the welfare
system inthe union could only

find expression in such action
as the magnificently thorough
wholesale destruction of the
Borough Hall welfare center.

threat

The contract that willbe ne-
gotiated in fact finding will
representa serious defeat for
the union. The contract that
was negotiated two years ago
by the 'T‘epedino leadership
represented a step forward
for the union and yet two
years later stands torn to

( Continued on Page 4 )

hypocrisy and raci

by Fred Mueller
The removal of Congress-
man Adam Clayton Powell as
Chairman of the House Labor
and Education Committee and
his exclusion from the House

of Representatives pending an

Free Mexican Political Prisoners! |

WORKERS LEAGUE PROTESTS JAILING DR. DAVILA,

STRIKER SHOUTS AT SCAB CROSSING PICKET LINE.

investigation  of charges
made against him expose the
hypocrisy and decadence of
the capitalist system.

Those who sit in judgement
of Powell refused to act
against the Mississippi Con-
gressional delegation, which
was elected by a tiny fraction
of the eligible voters, when it
was challengedtwo years ago.
The President of the United
States himself has been clear-
ly implicated in the Bobby
Baker scandal. Of course
any hints of wrongdoing are
ignored or hushed up when it
suits the purposes of the rul-
ing class.

symbol
But the lying capitalist poli-
ticians, '"liberal" and ''con-

servative' alike, band toget-
her to safeguard their good
name by punishing one of
their members, who just hap-
pens torepresent Harlem, the
symbol of ghetto life and rac-
ial inequality built into the
capitalist system as it exists
in the United States. We can
have nothing but complete
contempt for any claims on
the part of a corrupt system
or its corrupt representatives
to judge the morality of anyone
or any group.

Morality is a class ques-

Why the Democrats Dumped Powell

tion, and this is proved once
again by the Powell case.
The motivation for the attack
on Powell is not completely
clear, but one thing is certain:
morality had nothing to do
with it. The capitalistg have
always had two standards
when it comes to morality,
one for themselves and one
for their class opponents. It
is completely meaningless to
look for abstract or absolute
moral standards guiding the
contending social forces in
class society.

But the capitalists are not
above the most disgusting and
hypocriticaluse of ""morality"
when it suits their purposes,
as in the Powell affair.

racism

The disciplining of Powell
also represents at least in
part a further appeasement
and encouragement of racism
(remember how the liberals
"fought'" for the civilian re-
view board), and a warning to
the Negro people to stay in
their place and moderate
their struggle.

The Negro masses have re-
acted to this affair with dis-
gust and anger, and this is
completely justifiable. The
gestures of support to Powell

( Continued on Page 4)
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ists in the western world, puts it more prosaically:

'The victory(of the opposition)will be won by
those seeking proleterian democracy based on the
conquests of the revolution. That victory will. ..
assure China a genuine big leap forward...' (Aug-
ust, 1966) .

From right to left. From Washington via Paris
the same hymn of hate can be heard. It is part of
a world wide conspiracy that has been organised
by the counter-revolutionary forces to isolate
China, militarily, diplomatically, politically, and
economically. It is the prelude to a major attack
against the Chinese Revolution itself.

Imperialism, US and British alike, hate and fear
the Chinese Revolution because it constitutes a
permanent ever-growing threat to their power and
wealth in Asia and the Pacific region.

The growth of China's economic and military po-
tential and the example she affords to other under-
developed countries is a constant irritation to the
imperialist butchers.

With a revolutionary China, an intransigent
China, there can be no real peaceful co-exsistence
and imperialism knows it.

With a 'moderate' 'liberal' 'pragmatic' China-a
China ruled by a Liu or a Chou-it would be a diff-
‘erent matter. It would enable imperialism to turn
its attention to Vietnam, Thailand, Laos andIndia,
to suppress the revolutionary movements in these
countries with enhanced forces. This is what im-
perialism wants.

used moscow
For the last seven years particularly imper-

eaucracy in Moscow and its satellite parties to 1s-
olate and undermine the prestige and unity of
Mao's leadership.

This collusion, symbolised by the nuclear test
ban treaty, was, and is, a criminal act against the
Chinese people and the world working class.

The economic blockade of imperialism, supple-
mented by the counter-revolutionary campaign of
Moscow and its allies, while it has failed to over-
throw Mao has, no doubt,

and bureaucrats in the Chinese state and party.

Softened by an easy life, accustomed to their
creature comforts, dazzled by the privileges of
their cousins in the USSR and yearning for 'tran-
quility' and an end to struggle and sacrifice, these
people want an end to the Sino-Soviet conflict and
the conclusion of a compromise with US
ialism.

In the same way as Stalin altered the foreign
policy of the USSR to suit imperialism in the late
1920's, so too the opposition in China would like a
'settlement' which would presumably include Viet-
nam.

imper-

utopian ideas

There is little doubt that in this s.ruggle the
opposition has been aided, involuntarily, by some
of the extravagant, improbable and Utopian ideas
of Mao Tse Tung; by his refusal to repudiate
Stalin, his support of the Soviet intervention in
Hungary, his acceptance of 'socialism in one
country' and his hare-brained schemes of back-
yard furnaces' and 100% communism. No doubt
excesses will be committed in the present cam-

evoked a response }
amongst a considerable section ofthe functionaries }

HANDS OFF THE CHINESE REVOLUTION! - CONDITIONAL SUPPORT

PEKING WORKERS READ RED GUARD WALL POSTERS D

But for the Marxists and all class-conscious
workers the choice is clear and unavoiable.

‘There can be no cavilling neutrality between the

contending social forces, between those who seek-

even in a stumbling, empirical manner, even un-
'der the portrait of Stalin-to drive the revolution
forward, to assure the permanence of the revolu-
tion and those who, cynically, abandon the revolu~
tionary path and extend the little finger of concil-
iation to the class enemy.

What is the programme of the 'Red Guards'
which the capitalist press dismisses as Chinese

ialism has utilised the services of the jaded bur-

paign.

'beatniks'? K.S.Karol, French reporter, whc
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Behind the Crisis in China; A Program for its Solufion=————

by Tim Wohlforth

Elsewhere in this issue we
print an article by Mike Ban-
da, Editor of the Newsletter,
which explains in no uncertain
terms where the Trotskyists
of the International Committee
of the Fourth International
stand on the present crisis in
China. As revolutionary
Marxists we do not stand
aside from struggles and
comment on them. Rather
.we participate fully in all
struggles, choose sides and
battle at all times for the in-
terests of the working class
in every country.

Let there be no mistake
about where we stand. The
Workers League stands with
its comrades of the Socialist
Labour League of Great Bri-
tain for DEFENSE OF THE
CHINESE REVOLUTION: FOR
CONDITIONAL SUPPORT TC
THE RED GUARDS IN THEIR
STRUGGLES AGAINST BOUR-
GEOIS REACTION.

international

The internal struggle in
China must first of all be
seen within its international
context. It is this context
which above all is determin-
ing these internal events,
gives them their meaning and

il
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significance. For some time
now the capitalist world has
been conspiring with the
Kremlin Bureaucracy for the
purpose of strangling the Chi-
nese Revolution. The war in
Vietnam 1is related to this
campaign. Everything is be-
ing done to increase the iso-
lation of China and to magni-
fy the pressure upon China
while at the same time every
effort is made to integrate
the USSR and Eastern Euro-
peam countries into the world
capitalist market.

‘Thus while the Vietnam War
is pursued pitilessly Cyrus
Eaton joins with the Rocke-
fellers to expand trade and
deepen capitalist penetration
of the USSR-'and Eastern Eu-
rope.

“The international and do-
mestic line of Mao has not
been a fully proletarian one.
Witness in particular Mao's
uncritical support of the In-
donesian Communist Party
which prepared its own de-
struction through its alliance
with Sukarno. But Mao's line
has not been one of capitula-
tion to imperialism either.
It is essentially for this rea-
son that we give him our sup-
port.

There is another important

Y
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factor in this situation--the
youth.

In the first place the fact
that Mao had to turn to a
force essentially outside the
CCP, the mass of 100 million
youth, 1is itself an unanswer-
able indictment of the decay
of the CCP, of the Stalinized
bureaucratic nature of this
party. Secondly once the
youth are mobilized in an in-
dependent struggle against
bureaucracy and conservatism
it will be no easy task to re-
verse this process, to re-
stabilize bureaucratic rule in
China. Thus, the objective
act of mobilizing the youth
can have revclucionary im-
plications that go far beyond
the wishes of the initiators of
the process.
see clearly the reasons for
our supportto the Red Guards.

opposition

Now let us take a look at the
opposition. The program of
the opposition is less clearly
discernible. But in essence
this opposition emerges as a
conservative, conciliatory
administrative bureaucracy,
tired by the long struggle,
softened by bureaucratic pri-
vilege longing for the rela-
tive peace and tranquility of
their brother bureaucrats in
the USSR and Eastern Europe.

It is not clear to what ex-
tent this opposition con-
sciously holds Liebermanist
views on competition within
the economy, material incen-
tives, etc. It does seem quite
likely that these views are
widespread within the opposi-
tion. In any event the factor

which has given cohesion in '

this opposition is -- the Red
Guards. It is the revolution-
ary initiative of the youth
which has frightened the con-
servative administrative bur-
eaucracy of the CCP and of
the Chinese state, which has
panicked it into an open op-
position and struggle unpar-
alled in the whole history of

"SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

Once again we

these kinas of states.

The existence of such wide-
spread conservative and re-
visionist tendencies so deeply
encrusted within the CCP and
state is an objective fact
which exposes as lies the rosy
picture of the 'democratic
people's democracy' painted
by China's apologists like
Progressive Labor in this The cause of the present
country. It is precisely be- crisis is rooted in the very
cause the working masses of way the Chinese state was

control the Chinese

trol democratically the CCP,

go outside the state and party.

crisis’ roots

China do not now nor ever did
state
through their own democratic
councils or Soviets and also
do not now nor ever did con-

that it has been necessary to
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by the Editors of I:hl';a:;
The position taken by the Socialist Workers Party on the itical te
crisis in China is absolutely rotten and vile. Nobody after ' 1ca;
reading the editorial in the January 16th Militant can con- tmh:srelc.:ee
sider these people revolutionaries of any sort. b
""The convulsions in China, '" these people tell us, 'must (yc;lut 8t
be seen primarily as an internal reaction to the increasing- (who su
ly difficult international situation China finds herself in —sﬂ'}@(
largely asa result of Mao's foreign policy.'" '"The stubborn- ferr:e::
sectarianism of Mao, ' they go on to tell us, "has led to the i
isolation of China among the workers' states. " eglprlm«
Well, that's clear enough. China finds itself isolated in a. e to
the world and in the Soviet Camp because of Mao. No men- Vietnam
tion is made of the role of the imperialists in the isolation %eges fo
of China nor of the Russian and East European Stalinists ing clas
who collaborate clogser and closer each day with the imper- The ce
ialists. The Soviet Union discusses the military situation the pacif
along its Chinese border with representatives of American trand Ru
imperialism and the Militant says it is all Mao's fault--all SW_P ?aw
because Mao is so !'stubborn." gh;; s '.d
At the very time when Brezhnev, Kosygin, Kadar, etc., p:rto:lslen
move intothe same camp with Rockefeller and Cyrus Eaton, theker in
the SWP moves towards Brezhnev's camp. This is a funda- But, th
mental movement of the greatest significance to the world are only ¢
revolutionary forces. It is a movement of the whole world- Vietnam
wide Pabloite tendency directly into the camp of the enemy. that you
In France Pierre Frank, a leader of this international at the ex
revisionist grouping which includes the SWP, has recent- when you
ly joined with Gaullist deputies in a joint statement on the Jtalinists
Vietnam War. He did this at a time when DeGaulle has cisely wh
emerged as a central figure in the whole world imperialist fou do tl
strategy tobring the USSR and Eastern Europe into the cap- Vietnam
italist camp and to smash the Vietnamese Revolution at the do this w
negotiating table if not on the battlefield, terests o
In Belguim, central Pabloite leader Mandel plays the this wher
same game. When supporters of the International Comumit- iet camp
tee raised a banner defending the Hungarian Revolution at borness.
the Liege demonstration, Mandel was thrown into a bitter This i
rage. It seems this principled defense of the Hungarian 16th Milif
working class upset his 'united front' with the Belgian Com- of the Kre
munist Party. namese F
R s s sy s
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PORT OF RED GUARDS IS THE DUTY OF EVERY REVOLUTIONIST |

I-I'VI_S POLITICAL BLOC WITH KREMLIN

L POSTERS DENOUNCING RESTORATIONISTS.

travelled extensively in" China recently reports:

'In their wall newspapers which they call Ta Tse
Bao and usually written by hapd; the "Red Guards!'
call for example for 'the abolition of distinctive
signs of rank amongst all the cadres as in the
army, the leveling of the salaries of the function-
aries to those of workers and the equalisation of
all wages in industry and the suppression of diff-

erences between the incomes of the peasant and.

that of the workers'. ' ('Nouvel Observateur', Jan-
uary 1, 1967)

Some of the demands smack of a crude egalitar-
ianism. But taken as a whole, the movement and

this

its demands constitute an undeniably progressive
factor and a deterrent to bureaucracy in China.

The bureaucracy however will not give up its
power peaceably. Conscious of its power and pri-
vileges it will resist to the end.

That is why we say that this is not a 'cultural
revolution' but a movement for political reform
which, given a Marxist leadership, could develop
into a political revolution.

That is why the greatest support for Mao's pro-
gramme has come from the youth. More than a
100 million student and working-class youth have
responded to the call to fight bureaucracy.

As in Hungray they have fearlessly stormed po-
lice stations and barracks, communes and fac-
tories risking torture and execution to fight the
bureaucrats.

And as the 'Time' magazine commented:

'China is going through an upheaval the like of
which has not been seen since the French Revolu-
tion.

In appealing to the workers and students to follow
the example of the 'Paris Commune' Mao has given
a new impetus to revolutionary thought and prac-
tice in China.

At the same time it has posed new questions
which conflict violently with Mao's assumptions of
Stalinist infallibilty and rectitude.

How is it possible to reconcile the Paris Com-
mune with the bureaucratic administrative and cen-
tralised state which Stalin created and which still
exsists ?

Even more important is the unanswered question
posed by the 'Cultural Revolution' itself. Is it a
movement to reform the Chinese state or to set up
a new type of state with new institutions corres-

which talist restoration. The cen-

such things because they may

ponding to the interests of the workers and pea-
sants ?

What is to happen to the entire leadership of
state and party which has been pilloried, stigma-
tised; castigated but still retains its positions and
refuses to recant?

These and many other questions cannot be solved
within a national framework. Nor can they be
solved by a party which has failed signally to
understand the degeneration of the first worker's
state and, incidentally, has not held a congress
since 1958.

In fact-it is evident from everything that is happ-
ening that the Chinese Communist Party is hope-
lessly corrupt and bankrupt and can never be re-
formed.

One of the most damning indictments of this
Party is its failure to explain or even discuss the
tragedy of the Indonesian Communist Party, for
which it is largely responsible.

With such methods we say categorically that no
international communist movement can be built-
and conversely without an international communist
movement there can be no real defence of the Chi-
nese Republic.

The events in Peking, Shanghai, Cantonand Nan-
king, while they show clearly the necessity to de-
fend and support conditionally the 'Red Guards' of
China, they at the same time provide incontestable
proof of the correctness of the Trotskyist criti-
cism of the Chinese CP leadership and the abso-
lute necessity to construct a strong section of the
Fourth International in China-as wellasin Britain.

(Reprint from'The Newsletter'
January 14,.1967)

formed after the 1949 Revolu-

state apparatus

tion. The state, rather than
being thrown up democratic-
ally frombelow by the revolu-
tionary masses was slowly
hewn from on top by the bur-
eaucratic leaders of that rev-

Mao puts it.

published, '"The
Structural Assimilation. "

olution. Whole sections of A central danger in the sit- rifice and the like.

the old Kuomintang adminis- wuation lies in Mao's own Important as all these qual- But
trative apparatus were taken weaknesses. He lacks any ities are in revolutionaries

over wholesale by the Mao- real program that can solve they are not enough if separ-

ists. No wonder now there
are so many elements within

It has been the Vietnam War which has provided much
of the catalyst in bringing out the true character of all pol-
itical tendencies within the working class movement. The
most recent example of this was in the United States. At
the recent Chicago student conference on Vietnam the YSA
(youth supporters of the SWP) blocked with the DuBois Clubs
(who support the Kremlin's line) in a common defense of
student deferments.

As everyone knows the student deferment is a class de-
ferment and will be so a8 long as higher education is limit-
ed primarily to the privileged few. Socialists will never be
able to reach working class youth with the truth about the
Vietnam War if at the same time they defend privi-
leges for the middle class student that are den ied to work-
ing class youth. '

The cement that is binding these two forces together is
the pacifist A. J. Muste in this country and pacifist Ber-

trand Russell internationally. Both the Stalinists and the
SWP have found in pacifism a common meeting ground.
This is the significance of the collaboration of the YSA and
DuBois in Chicago. This is the significance of the sup-
port the SWP gave to the Communist Party candidate Ap-
theker in the last election in New York City.

But, the SWP will quickly answer to such criticisms: "we
are only seeking a united front with the CP in defense of the
Vietnam Revolution.' But, we state in reply, the truth is
that you have already made a political bloc with Stalinism
at the expense of the Vietnamese Revolution. You do this
when you accept as a condition for united action with the
Stalinists a ban on criticism of Stalinism. This is pre-
cisely what you and your international friends did at Liege.
You do this when you seek to limit the struggle against the
Vietnam War to what is acceptable to pacifist Muste. You
do this when you bloc with the DuBois Clubs against the in-
terests of working class youth in the United States. You do
this when you claim that China's isolation within the Sov-
iet camp is self-imposed, is the result of Mao's '"stub-
borness. "

This is the real meaning of the editorial in the January
16th Militant. The SWP is covering up for the conspiracy
of the Kremlin and Washington against the Chinese and Viet-
namese Revolutions.

""'seek the capitalist road' as
We urge our
readers to study the analysis
of this process which we have
Theory of

the preblems of China with-
out running the risk of capi-

f

tral weakness in Mao's posi-
tion lies in its basically ideal-
ist character. He seeks to
overcome China's material
problems through revolution-
ary zeal, determination, sac-

ated from a materialist base.
It was precisely this separa-
tion which led to the defeat of
the Great Leap Forward, an
event which immensely
strengthened the conservative
forces within China.

Mao proposed then to jump
over the whole hard struggle

to develop China into an in-
dustrial nation by turning to
the many millioned peasantry

lead to capitalist restoration.
One must rather act as Lenin
and Trotsky did. Yes, they
stated, these things can very
well lead to capitalist restor-
ation. We frankly warn the
working class of this danger.
if we do not take such
steps our economy will col-
lapse from within through its
own internal weaknesses pre-
cisely because of the strength
of world capitalism and the
backwardness of the country
we have inherited.

Thus one must recognize the
dangers of such policies and
mobilize the working class
within the country and inter-
nationally as ‘a counterweight
to these capitalist tendencies.
This requires workers democ -
racy within China and an in-

and seeking to transform A - -

their efforts into a shortcut ‘t€Tpational proletarian line

to communism. The result ¢lsewhere. )

was a fall not only in indus= We cannot just say no to the
peasants' private plots and

trial production but also in
agricultural production.
There is no short cut to in-
dustrial development.
dustrial development is a nec-
essary pre-condition to a
socialist let alone communist
society, Agriculture and in-
dustry are closelytied to each
and must be kept in balance.
Today, for instance, Mao
opposes material incentives
as a method of increasing the
productivity of the Chinese
workers. He proposes as an

An in-

alternative propaganda, sac-
rifice--what Guevera called
""moral incentives.'" ( And,

where, pray tell, is he?) But
material incentives are nec-
essary and Lenin and Trotsky
were forced to use them.
Trade with the capitalist
world is also necessary. In
fact even a goodly portion of
the economic proposals of
Lieberman may very well be
beneficial to economic devel-
opment in China.

warn workers
The problem is that it is

wrong to simply denounce all

the workers' material incen-
tives. But at the same time
if such policies are pursued
without the working class ex-
ercising its power through
democratic workers councils
then the growth of restora-
tionist tendencies within the
bureaucracy will continue un-

checked. To abolish plots and
incentives at this stage of the
development of the Chinese
economy will only produce
economic stagnation and new
and deeper crisis within which
a strengthened world bour-
geoisie can intervene.

There is no real solution to
the problems of China within
China. One can only gain a
little time, postpone crises,
struggle at all times for pro-
letarian dominance inan over-
whelmingly peasant country.
The real road out for China is
the spread of the revolution
internationally. This requires
a clearly class struggle line
in all countries, not Mao's
policy of empirical deals with
national bourgeois forces like
Sukarno. This is the policy
which only the International
Committee of the Fourth In-
ternational struggles for.

fa—
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NESE REVOLUTION! -- CONDITIONAL SUPPORT

eaucracy in Moscow and its satellite parties to 1s-
olate and undermine the prestige and unity of
Mao's leadership.

This collusion, symbolised by the nuclear test ;

ban treaty, was, and is, a criminal act against the
Chinese people and the world working class.

The economic blockade of imperialism, supple-

mented by the counter-revolutionary campaign of
Moscow and its allies, while it has failed to over-
throw Mao has, no doubt, evoked a response

amongst a considerable section ofthe functionaries

and bureaucrats in the Chinese state and party.

Softened by an easy life, accustomed to their |
creature comforts, dazzled by the privileges of °

their cousins in the USSR and yearning for 'tran-
quility' and an end to struggle and sacrifice, these
people want an end to the Sino-Soviet conflict and
the conclusion of a compromise with US imper-
ialism.

In the same way as Stalin altered the foreign
policy of the USSR to suit imperialism in the late
1920's, so too the opposition in China would like a
'settlement' which would presumably include Viet-
nam.

vtopian ideas

There is little doubt that in this s.ruggle the
opposition has been aided, involuntarily, by some
of the extravagant, improbable and Utopian ideas
of Mao Tse Tung; by his refusal to repudiate
Stalin, his support of the Soviet intervention in
Hungary, his acceptance of 'socialism in one
country' and his hare-brained schemes of back-
yard furnaces' and 100% communism. No doubt
excesses will be committed in the present cam-

But for the Marxists and all class-conscious
workers the choice is clear and unavoiable.

‘There can be no cavilling neutrality between the
contending social forces, between those who seek-
even in a stumbling, empirical manner, even un-
'der the portrait of Stalin-to drive the revolution
forward, to assure the permanence of the revolu-
tion and those who, cynically, abandon the revolu~
tionary path and extend the little finger of concil-
jation to the class enemy. _

What is the programme of the 'Red Guards'
which the capitalist press dismisses as Chinese

PKING WORKERS READ RED GUARD WALL POSTERS DENOUNCING RESTORATIONISTS.

paign.

‘beatniks'? K.S.Karol, French reporter, whc

OF RED GUARDS IS THE I

travelled extensively in" China recently reports:

'In their wall newspapers which they call Ta Tse
Bao and usually wriften by hand, the ""Red Guards"
call for example for ''the abolition of distinctive
signs of rank amongst all the cadres as in the
army, the leveling of the salaries of the function-
aries to those of workers and the equalisation of
all wages in industry and the suppression of diff-
erences between the incomes of the peasant and.
that of the workers'.' ('Nouvel Observateur', Jan-
uary 1, 1967)

Some of the demands smack of a crude egalitar-
ianism. But taken as a whole, the movement and
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ne time factor in this situation--the these kinds of states. China do not now nor ever did
rld has youth. The existence of such wide- control the Chinese state tion.
th the In the first place the fact spread conservative and re- through their own democratic
for the that Mao had to turn to a visionist tendencies so deeply councils or Soviets and also
he Chi- force essentially outside the encrusted within the CCP and do not now nor ever did con-
war in CCP, the mass of 100 million state is an objective fact trol democratically the CCP,
to this youth, is itself an unanswer- which exposes aslies the rosy that it has been necessary to
3 is be-  able indictment of the decay picture of the "democratic go outsidethe stateand party. olution.
he iso- of the CCP, of the Stalinized people's democracy' painted
magni- bureaucratic nature of this by China's apologists like crisis’ roots
. China  party. Secondly once the Progressive Labor in this The cause of the present
e every youth are mobilized in an in- country. It is precisely be- crisis is rooted in the very ists.
tegrate dependent struggle against cause the working masses of way the Chinese state was
1 Euro- bureaucracy and conservatism
e world it will be no easy task to re- Co )
erse s iees e 1 ¥ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY FORMS POL
sm War  stabilize bureaucratic rule in
Cyrus China. Thus, the objective by the Editors
Rocke- act of mobilizing the youth" The position taken by the Socialist Workers Party on the
de and can have revclucionary im- crigig in China is absolutely rotten and vile. Nobody after
tration  plications that go far beyond reading the editorial in the January 16th Militant can con-
rn Eu-  the wishes of the initiators of sider these people revolutionaries of any sort.
the process. Once again we ""The convulsions in China, ' these people tell us, ''must
d do-  see clearly the reasons for be seen primarily as an internal reaction to the increasing-
has not  our supportto the Red Guards. ly difficult international situation China finds herself in
an one. . largely asa result of Mao's foreign policy.'" '"The stubborn-
Mao's opposition sectarianism of Mao, " they go on to tell us, "has led to the
the In- Now let us take a look at the isolation of China among the workers' states. "
Party  opposition. The program of Well, that's clear enough. China finds itself isolated in
wn de=+ the opposition is less clearly the world and in the Soviet Camp because of Mao. No men-
lliance  discernible. But in essence tion is made of the role of the imperialists in the isolation
>'s line  this opposition emerges as a of China nor of the Russian and East European Stalinists
pitula-  conservative, conciliatory who collaborate closer and closer each day with the imper-
either.  administrative bureaucracy, ialists. The Soviet Union discusses the military situation
is rea- tired by the long struggle, along its Chinese border with representatives of American
ir. sup-  softened by bureaucratic pri- imperialism and the Militant says it is all Mao's fault--all
vilege longing for the rela- because Mao is so ''stubborn, "
portant tive peace and tranquility of

their brother bureaucrats in
the USSR and Eastern Europe.

It is not clear to what ex-
tent this opposition con-
sciously holds Liebermanist
views on competition within
the economy, material incen-
tives, etc. It does seem quite
likely that these views are
widespread within the opposi-
tion. In any event the factor

which has given cohesion in '

this opposition is -- the Red
Guards. It is the revolution-
ary initiative of the youth
which has frightened the con-
servative administrative bur-
eaucracy of the CCP and of
the Chinese state, which has
panicked it into an open op-
position and struggle unpar-
alled in the whole history of

formed after the 1949 Revolu- this
The state, rather than
‘being thrown up democratic-
ally from below by the revolu-
tionary masses was slowly
hewn from on top by the bur-
eaucratic leaders of that rev-
Whole sections of
the old Kuomintang adminis-~
trative apparatus were taken
over wholesale by the Mao-
No wonder now there
are so many elements within

Mao puts it.

published,
Structural Assimilation."

uation lies in
weaknesses. He
real program that can

At the very time when Bl:ezhnev, Kosygin, Kadar, etc.,
move intothe same camp with Rockefeller and Cyrus Eaton,
the SWP moves towards Brezhnev's camp. This is a funda-
mental movement of the greatest significance to the world
revolutionary forces. It is a movement of the whole world-
wide Pabloite tendency directly into the camp of the enemy.

In France Pierre Frank, a leader of this international
revisionist grouping which includes the SWP, has recent-
ly joined with Gaullist deputies in a joint statement on the
Vietnam War. He did this at a time when DeGaulle has
emerged as a central figure in the whole world imperialist
strategy tobring the USSR and Eastern Europe into the cap-
italist camp and to smash the Vietnamese Revolution at the
negotiating table if not on the battlefield.

In Belguim, central Pabloite leader Mandel plays the
same game. When supporters of the International Commit-
tee raised a banner defending the Hungarian Revolution at
the Liege demonstration, Mandel was thrown into a bitter
rage. It seems this principled defense of the Hungarian
working class upset his "united front' with the Belgian Com-
munist Party.

e e e

It has been the Vietnam War which has provided much
of the catalyst in bringing out the true character of all pol-
itical tendencies within the working class movement. The
most recent example of this was in the United States. At
the recent Chicago student conference on Vietnam the YSA
(youth supporters of the SWP) blocked with the DuBois Clubs
(who support the Kremlin's line) in a common defense of
student deferments.

As everyone knows the student deferment is a class de-
ferment and will be so as long as higher education is limit-
ed primarily to the privileged few. Socialists will never be
able to reach working class youth with the truth about the
Vietnam War if at the same time they defend privi-
lJeges for the middle class student that are den ied to work-
ing class youth. 4

The cement that is binding these two forces together is
the pacifist A. J. Muste in this country and pacifist Ber-
trand Russell internationally. Both the Stalinists and the
SWP have found in pacifism a common meeting ground.
This is the significance of the collaboration of the YSA and
DuBois in Chicago. This is the significance of the sup-
port the SWP gave to the Communist Party candidate Ap-
theker in the last election in New York City.

But, the SWP will quickly answer to such criticisms: "we
are only seeking a united front with the CP in defense of the
Vietnam Revolution.'" But, we state in reply, the truth is
that you have already made a political bloc with Stalinism
at the expense of the Vietnamese Revolution. You do this
when you accept as a condition for united action with the
Jtalinists a ban on criticism of Stalinism. This is pre-
cisely what you and your international friends did at Liege.
fou do this when you seek to limit the struggle against the
Vietnam War to what is acceptable to pacifist Muste. You
do this when you bloc with the DuBois Clubs against the in-
terests of working class youth in the United States. You do
this when you claim that China's isolation within the Sov-
iet camp is self-imposed, is the result of Mao's "stub-
borness. "

This is the real meaning of the editorial in the January
16th Militant. The SWP is covering up for the conspiracy
of the Kremlin and Washington against the Chinese and Viet-
namese Revolutions.
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LABOR SCOPE

Liberals Push For
Anti-Strike Law

I

Dan Fried ---Labor Editor

LBJ's failure to state any
proposals for new antistrike
legislation in his recent State
ofthe Union Message has pro-
‘duced speculation in official
'labor' circles that Johnson
will not propose such legisla-
tion unless there is a serious
"damaging' strike. —

Instead of preparing to fight
the impending anti-union leg-
islation our labor ‘'leaders'
concernthemselves with self
deluding wishful thinking. In-
stead of leading a campaign to
prepare the unions ranks for
stormy battles against John+
son, and all the other propo-
nents of antistrike legislation,
they hold over the heads of the
rank and file the threat that
such legislation will be forth-
coming in the event of serious
strikes.

At the same time as our
leaders' were reportedly en-
couraged by LBJ's failure to
mention the legislation, they

said nothing about Johnson's
failure to mention his cam-
paign promise to seek repeal
of section 14a of the Taft-Hart-
ley Act, the section which al-
‘lows the states to enact ‘right-
to-work' laws. Johnson is too
busy consulting his labor ex-
perts about the new anti-labor
laws toworry about some pro-
mise he may have made in
order to give our 'leaders'
some copy with which to con-
struct a fairy-tale image of
cracker LBJ as some sort of
friend of labor'. The ranks
should begin telling their
'leaders'innouncertainterms
that they are sick and tired of
this run-a-round of phoney
promises from the 'friends of
labor'.

Workers should pause tocon-
sider the disastrous setback
to the standards of work and
living they enjoy as a result of
years of labor struggle if this
goal of the employers is

achieved. A real fight is nec-
essary. It is a clear political
fight in which the militant wor-
kers must see that the Demo-
cratic and Republican Parties
represent the bosses--are
"political company unions",
and must lead a struggle for a
new party, a Labor Party based
onthe rank and file in the trade
unions.

Johnson's omission does not
mean that he will not propose
antistrike legislation in sqme
forminthis or the next session
of Congress, the timid hope of
our 'leaders’ notwithstanding.
LBJ's silence simply reflects
the debate going on in govern-

ooooooooooooooooooooocooooodS(hrufhs-Bickford

In the Dec. 19,1965 Bulletin
we commented on the in-
creased successes in the or-
ganization of previously unor-
ganized workers, singling out
(among others) the organiza-
tion of almost 5,000 workers
of the Schraffts and Bickfords
restaurant chains. Before we
talktoo much about '"success'
in this case we had better take
a close look at the contract
‘signed on behalf of these wor-
kers by Local 11 of the Hotel
and Restaurant Employees and
Bartenders International
Union.

This contract has been laud-

ed in Big Business circles.
The presidents of Schraffts
and Bickfords praised what
they described as ''the states-
manship and constructive ap-
proach'" in working out the new
contract of Mr. Fred Ferrara,
President and head negotiator
of Local 1. And no wonder!
The contract contains a no-
strike provision which states
that if there is no ‘agreement
by the time of the expiration of

‘the old contract, the contract

will be automatically extended
while the dispute is submitted
to an agreed upon arbitratox

for a binding decision.
Apparently, the leadership of

this local is not waiting for
LBJ to take away the right to
strike. The contract states
that the union voluntarily op-
poses any sort of strike either
over implementation of the
current contract or after its
expiration. Outdoing them-
selves with a sickening display
of 'constructive leaderehip';
spokesmen for the union fur-

ther state that they will oppose
"go-called ‘unofficial and un-

rehearsed' acts such as wild-
cat strikes, slowdowns, sab-
otage and mass sickness and
absenteeism'’, capping it all
off with a declaration that the
union won't question the com-

.ment and corporation circles
as to the precise form of the
legislation. In particular the
special task force named by
Johnsgon last year to come up
with recommended legislation
is stillinthe process of resol-
ving differences over the con-
crete form of the legislation.

Senators Morse and Javits
are impatient with the Admin-
istration's temporizing and
are anxiously renewing their
efforts, according to the New
York Times, '"to force the
Johnson Administration to re-
commend new antistrike legis-
lation." Yes, the leaders of
the movement to straitjacket

WESTINGHOUSE WORKERS STOP CAR.CRASHING PICKET LINE DURING RECENT STRIKE.

labor are not Senators East-
land and Tower, but Morse and
Javits the darlings of the lib-

erals, radicals and 'social-
ists’'.
What Morse, Javits, their

‘Congressional supporters and
a large section of the ruling
class want from the Adminis-
trationis legislation which will
permit compulsory arbitration
--binding settlements based on
the decisions of 'impartial’
arbiters. Theyare aware that
the 'cooling off period' provi~-
sions of the Taft-Hartley Act
are not sufficient to curb the
increasing militancy of labor's
rank and file.

Contracts Are Blow Against Labor

pany's right to discipline or
fire employees "engaging in or
encouraging'' such practices.

There is no doubt that other
companies, both in and out of
the restaurant field will cite
this contractas a precedent to
be followed on the basis of the
no-strike provisions. While
the Schrafft and Bickford em-
ployees are now represented
by a union, such a contract
virtually gives the employer a
sort of sweetheart agreement
with a so-called legitimate
union. This is of more advan-
tage to them than an open and
obvious company union. The

ranks of the union have the
choice of defying the anti-
strike provisions or allowing
themselves to be castrated.
Only by defying these provi-
sions will they be able to safe-
guard and maintain the econ-
omic gains provided in the
contract in the face of the
steadily mounting cost of
living.

The entire labor movement
has the responsibility to con-
demn the no-strike provisions
of this contract as a means of
introducing outright company
unionism into the labor move-
ment through the back door.

Major Railroad Strike Threatens Over Living Costseeeccoccccccccsccsccscccccsce

The first major strike of
1967 may well be called by
some 150,000 workers repre-
sented by various railroad
shop unions despite much talk
among labor columnists about
the possibility of a strike by
Teamsters in the trucking in-
dustry..

Some "Labor Sources' re-
port great pressure on the
unionsto settle before a strike
becomes ''damaging' as a re-
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action to the threat of anti-
strike legislation. On the o-
ther hand, the shop unions are
refusing to settle on the basis
of the wage increase pattern
of 5% agreed to by other rail
unions. As a result, there
are many parallels, including
thre demand for a cost of living
escalator, with the stand of
the Machinists in last sum-
mer's airline strike. The
unions presently appear to be
adamant in their demands for

10% over three years.

The railroad shopmen are
not gimply railroad workers.
Many are also members of
various skilled trades which
are better paidin other indus-
tries suchas construction and
manufacturing. As a result
of this wage differential,
which is admitted by the rail-
road corporations, the rail-
roadsare losing skilled work-
ers to these other industries.

]

WELFARE SELLOUT

{ Continued from Page 1}
shreds! Mage's contract at
best is a hotding operation,
really much worse, will meet
a similar fate much faster
if accepted by the SSEU. All
pressure has been taken off
the city by Mage's idiot pol-
icy.

Not even a raise has been
settled yet. The members
will work for months without
a contract. Demoralization
can be a grave threat to the
ability to strike after fact
finding. The task of the mili-
tants must be to construct an
alternative leadership to the
Mage clique. This means
building for the April elec-
tions as well as a serious

preparation to vote down the
contract which will come out
of fact finding. For this the
militants ‘-must begin the pro-
cess of understanding why this
has happened and what can be
done. Particular responsibil-
ity for this will fall upon the
Rank and File Committee
which so far has done such an
excellent job in struggling a-
gainst Mage and for the union.

L

"Joan of Arc'", yes that's
how the NY Post described
Mrs. Mage the day after the
sell-out. Asked how she be-
came a ‘''labor leader,' she
replied: "I came into this
backwards.'' Mrs. Mage has
yet to turn around.

This puts the railroad cor-
porations in a dilemma. On
the one hand there is gre»a]:
pressure to grant the shop
workers' demands so as to
check their loss to other in-
dustries. On the other hand,
they fear that this could upset
the established 5% wage ir-
crease pattern -- that giving
intothe shop workers will set
off a bid by the other rail un-
ions {(a number of which have
yet to settle) to leapfrog each

other with new demands.

The demands of the railroad
shop workers show the need
to develop an industry-wide
union to represent rail work-
ers. Such a union would not
only unite the various sections
of the workers within the in-
dustry but would alsoseek co-
ordination of the conditions
and demands of the skilled
craftsmen on an inter-indus-

try basis.

POWELL

( Continued from Page 1)
on this issue from such re-
spectable leaders as A. Philip
Randolph reflect the deep:
anger in the Negro communi-

ty.

knife

What could Powell expect
from the Democratic Party
(it was the Democratic caucus
which removed him from his
committee chairmanship) or
either capitalist party(Demo-
crats and Republicans com-
bined to exclude him from the
House)?

For more than a generation
Powell has tried to sell the
Negro people on the pro-
gressive Democratic Party,

except for certain periods
when he feuded with the Dem-
ocratic leaders,at which time
according to Powell the Re-
publican Party suddenly be-

‘came worthy of the affection

of the black masses.

We must unconditionally
support Powell against the
racist attacks. The black

and white workers, who were
getting kicked in the teeth all
these years while Powell be-
trayedtheirinterests in order
to make deals with the capit-
alist parties, must go further
and break totally from the
parties which have exposed

‘their true nature in this sor-
did affair.
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