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the truth about the pueblo!

INQUIRY ATTEMPTS TO HIDE
INTRUSION IN N. KOREAN WATERS

COMMANDER BUCHER AT NAVAL COUT OF INQUIRY

BY LUCY ST. JOHN

From beginning toend ‘‘The
Strange Case of the Pueblo’’
has been an enormous farce.
Scene after scene has exposed
not only total lack of credi-
bility (it is hardly a question
of a gap) to be given its
propaganda but also the real
nature of its imperialist op-
erations.

The way the U.S., govern-
ment would like us to see it
is that the friendly Pueblo
was just taking a little cruise
in the Pacific when they were
put upon by the bad commun-
ists.

But things are not sosimple
as that, especially when the
U.S. is fighting today tomain-
tain its imperialist control
in Southeast Asia.

GUILT
It all began when a military
official signed a statement
admitting the guilt of the U.S,
at the time of the release

SLICK

BY LUCY ST. JOHN

Where have all the flowers
gone?-and the  birds, and
the fish, and the beaches and
waters ? They have been
smothered by the greed of a
few for profit in‘‘black gold’’.

Thirty miles of beaches and
harbors in California lie de-
vastated under a blanket of
gummy black oil. A ‘¢ dead
sea’” has been created for
many years by the absolute
negligence of the oil bosses
and the government which

represents them.,
This mess was no accident.

Mr. Udall, former Secretary
of the Interior, a little be-
latedly, we might add, has
informed us that it was known
by the oil companies as well
as the government that the
geological conditions in the
area were known to be ‘‘un-
stable’’ but that the govern-
ment had not even suggested
that there might be a need
for tighter regulations. Now
that miles of beach and wild-
life have been destroyed, Mr,
Udall is “‘sickened’’,

There should be no doubt
that those responsible, in this
case Union Oil, are driven
by one thing and one thing

only and that is profit., These
bosses will go to any extent

to preserve their profits -
that means the destruction of
natural resources, wildlife as
well. as human life. The
remarks of the President of
Union Oil are most revealing.
His reaction to the devasta-
tion was that he was ‘ramazed
at the publicity for the loss
of a few birds’’.

The oil companies are able
to -carry out this destruction
because they control the gov-

of the crewmen and then stat-
ed that he really did not mean
the statement. This was a
year after the Pueblo had
been captured. Why was that
statement not issued a year
ago? Obviously little action
was taken before that because
the U.S. had absolutely no
grounds to stand on and Mr,
Johnson hoped everyone would
just forget the incident.

All of this was coveredover
at the time of the release with
a lot of gory propaganda about
how the crew had been beaten
and tortured. This was done
despite the fact that the
pictures of a good portion of
the crew and the remarks of
their relatives showed  most
of them to be quite healthy.

FACTS
But this cover has not been
able to distract anyone from
seeing the real facts being
revealed in the hearings,

which do nothing but expose
the operations of this suppos-
edly harmless mission.

In September of last year
a correspondent for the
Guardian was given an exclu-
sive interview with Bucher
and other crewmen in Korea.
When asked if the Pueblo had
intruded into the territorial
water of North Korea, Bucher
said ‘‘That is correct’’., He
further revealed that the
‘‘Pueblo was an intelligence-
gathering ship. It operated
under the cover of an oceano-
graphic research ship.’’ Fur-
thermore, a Lieutenant Mur-
phy said that the ship was
authorized to intrude into the
territorial waters by the
commander- in- chief of the
U.S. Pacific fleet,

Bucher, now faced with
possible court martial, con-
tends that the Pueblo was not
within the twelve mile terri-
torial limit, It is held that
the ship came no closer than
13 miles. But this contention
is contradicted by the con-
flicting reports of the navi-
gational team, One officer
said that the ship had come
within 12.8 miles of the Korean
Coast. The ship’s navigator
said that the navigational de-
vice ‘‘could have been out of
position by as much as five

miles’’ which would put the
ship  within North Korea’s

territorial waters. This would

seem to coincide with Buch-
er’s original statement to the
Guardian that the ship was
“‘captured well within the
territorial waters of the DPRK
at a point 7.6 miles from the
island of Yodo.’’

While Bucher now states
he gave the order to inform
the North Koreans that ¢‘I
am in international waters,’’
the man responsible for send-
ing the signals said he sent
no such signal saying the ship
was in international waters,
but sent a signal of protest.

There are other pieces of
evidence to show that the Pue-
blo was in fact within North
Korean waters. First there
is the fact that the Pueblo was
given no air protection, that
it could not send a message

and that when the North
Koreans advised Washington
days before the capture that
a U.S. ship was violating its
waters, Washington did noth-
ing.

SPY
The fact is the Pueblo was
violating the Territorial wa-
ters of North Korea and not
accidently but specifically for
the purpose of carrying out

* COMMANDER LLOYD BUCHER

its ¢‘spying mission’’, This
is the reason why the U.S.
had no grounds on which to

negotiate for the return of
the ship or to take action
against North Korea without

it becoming veryembarrass-
ing, and why the US had only
one choice and that was to
admit its quilt.

Now everyone is scurrying
around trying to find a cover,
trying to find someone or
something to blame. But the
blame dispute is nothing but
a fight among a den of thieves
all trying to protect not only
their own hides but U,S, im-
perialism,

Actually the case of the
Pueblo is not so strange but
only part of the U,S, imperial-~
ism’s operations in ‘‘secret
diplomacy’’, secret as they
are in no way in the interests
of the masses of people in
this country but only in the
interests of the ruling class.

HICKEL AND THE OIL SCANDAL

ernment in their interests.
This becomes very clear if
we examine just how closely
the two are tied.

The Federal Government
owns all the coastal land out-
side the 3 mile limit. It
leases this land to oil com-
panies. It receives a small
pittance for rent while the
oil companies make billions
from their drillings of public
land. The Federal Govern-
ment makes no attempt to re-
strict these companies--they
are given a free hand. Any
safety measures the oil com-
panies take, of course, cut
into their profits. The muck
on the beaches is nothing off
their backs.

POLLUTER

The Union Oil Company in-
volved in this latest disaster
has been polluting the Los
Angeles harbor with its spill-
ages for years. All attempts
by conservationists to stop
this have been futile, Why?
Because the very board which
is supposedly set up to con-
trol pollution, the Los Angeles
Regional Water Quality Con-
trol Board, is itself controlled
by the polluters. The Board
is conveniently composed of
these industrial interests and
one member from the ‘‘pub-
lic’’, who is of course out-
voted everytime,

If this does not make things
clear enough, we have only to
observe Mr. Hickel, Mr.
Hickel’s appointment by Nixon
was one of the things indicating
that it is the interests of big
business that runthis country.
Mr. Hickel hasprovenhimself
worthy - of his assignment

"thz‘oubhout this oil ‘business.

First he flies out to Cali-

fornia, looks things over, and
calls for a one day stoppage
of the drilling. The next day
it resumes under his direct-
ion. It was then only after
the outcry from masses of
people became so loud that
Nixon asked the company to
seal the well,
LOBBYIST

But this is not the end of
the story. Only a few days
later Mr. Hickel appointed
as one of his top advisors in
the Department of the Interior
(notably for conservation) a
certain Mr. Watts. Now who
is Mr. Watts? Mr, Watts
has been for a number of
years one of the chief lobby-
ists for the Chamber of
Commerce against stricter
Federal conservation mea-
sures in the areas of mining,
public lands, water and en-
vironment pollution, Within
the oil industry he is known
as the ‘‘eyes and ears of oil”’
and as an ‘‘oil specialist’’,
We know of course whose
interests he will 1ook out for.

Can there be any doubt about
the complicity of the bosses
and the government? Theyare
united in maintaining one thing
and one thing only, and that is
the profit of the few at the
expense of the masses of
working people in this country
--even if it means turning this
country into a veritable waste-
land,

It is significant that the
California disaster follows
closely on the heels of the
mining disaster in West Vir-
ginia. Here the cost of the
bosses greed was even great-
er- the lives of ;95 men, - But
the 'situation is the Same. The
government has reacted inthe

WORKERS CLEANING UP OIL SLICK AT SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA

they will be at it again some-
where else with the full pro-
tection of the government.

Same way--protecting the in-
terests of the bosses. Nixon

and Hickel have announced
that the Director of the Bureau

of Mines, John O’Leary, will
be replaced. Mr. O’Leary,
after the disaster in Farming-
ton, W. Va,, condemned the
Bureau of Mines for not en-
forcing safety regulations. He
has been the chief fighter in
the government for vigorous
enforcement of Federal mine
safety regulations and for
stricter safety rules. Because
of this he has come under
heavy attack by the mining
bosses. So Mr. Hickel is
obliging by removing him,
While these disasters have
become a muckrakers delight,
the point is that neither the
bosses nor the government
have any intention of making
reforms While Union Oil
may have to stop its drlllmg
in Santa Barbara for awhile,

We say there is one lesson
to be learned from this dis-
aster and that is that if pri-
vate enterprise is allowed to
exist it will return man toa
state of barbarism and des-
truction.

Man has achieved a high
level of technological develop-
ment, but under capitalism
this technology is used for the
destruction of man andhisen-
vironment, so a few canwring
out their profits, rather than
for the development of man-
kind, We say that ontu under
socialism can the productive
forces, the natural resources
be used for man’s betterment,
under a system that is geared
to the needs of the working
people and not the greedy
bosses,
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SSEU LEADERS
RAM THROUGH
ATTRITION PLAN

BY MARTY JONAS
NEW YORK-At a meeting
on Feb, 9, the memberships
of the Social Service Employ-
ees Union and Local 37,

AFSCME, were handed an
“‘Interim  Agreement’’ be-
tween the City and the two

unions. This agreement is on
what SSEU President Morgen-
stern calls the ‘‘gut issues’’
--the central contract ques-
tions.

In reality this prelude to
a contract is a complete sch-
eme for the union’s helping
the City implement its re-
organization over the nexttwo
years. The agreement gives
to the City the utmost flexi-
bility in staff and workloads
that reorganization will need.
Once the leadership of these
unions caved in to reorgani-
zation and attrition, this sell-
out agreement HAD to follow.

DEAL

The agreementgives a size-

able wage package--at least

$1.000 for each year--but what
JIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIII"llllllllllllllllI|IIII|IIIIIlllllllllﬂllllmlllmllIII_

“cops vs. clerks!

NEW YORK--At the member-

ship meeting of Clerks Local
1549, held on Feb. 17th, the
contract was rammed down the
throat of the membership. No
opposition was permitted to
speak as Gotbaum loomed above
clerks with patrolmen on each
side. As a result mass resign-
ations have taken place in sev-
eral centers.

One steward told us it was the
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does staff give up in return
for it- that is the staff that
remains after 9,000 jobs are
slashed?

In place of a caseloadlimit,
a fiat rate of $340 will be paid
in 1969 and renegotiated in
1970 for excess in caseload.
This $340 isbasedona ‘‘case-
load standard’> of 67 city-
wide; which means that a case -
worker carrying a caseload of
50 would get the same $340
as another caseworker carry-
ing 90. This clause wipes
out the victory of the SSEU
in winning a 60 caseload
limit in the last two con-
tracts. Morgenstern says
that the 60 limit was mean-
ingless anyway, since it was
never enforced! He backs
his present bankruptcy

up

with his past bankruptcy.

In place of the present 6%
limit on involuntary group
transfers from one center to
another, the agreement makes
it theoretically possible to
transfer anENTIRE CENTER,
if the City’s reorganizationso
demands it,

The agreement leaves out
the whole question of career
ladder for caseaides. The
career ladder would establish
a definition and salary for
those workers who hold a
critical place in the City’s
reorganization plans, The
latest we have heard is that
there is anagreement on $5750
instead of the minimum $6000
promised by 1970,

COMMITTEE

All of this ‘‘Interim Agree-
ment’’, all of this two year
plan for reorganization is
capped by - and governed by -
the provision for a Joint Re-
organization and Workload

Committee, This committee
would consist of six welfare
union members, six City
members, and an impartial
chairman -- some Dean of
social work or other. The
struggles against the City on
all vital issues would be taken
out of the hands of the ranks
and be thrown into the bureau-
cratic heights of this commi-
ttee (in which the unions are
outnumbered).

What this agreement andthe
formation of the JRWC would
mean is the co-optation of
the welfare unions into the
management of the department
to help the City to run its
welfare mess. In a period
when Labor struggles in wel-
fare and all other areas de-
mand the complete independ-
ence of the unions from the
bosses, this represents a
complete step backward and a
betrayal by the union leader-
ships in Welfare,

RANKS

Morgenstern would like to
put off a vote on this ““In-
terim Agreement’’ until it’s
neatly tied up in the form of
a contract. He and the DC
37 leaders got a sample of
just what the ranks think of
this sellout at the Feb 9 joint
meeting, where due toaSnow-

¥

ROGOFF, CRITCHLOW, & MORGENSTERN BEING INTERVIEWED

storm a full vote could not
be taken. Almost all of the
150 members presentexpres-

sed quite vocally what they:

thought of this capitulation.
They want that wage package
but they’re not going toaccept
a contract that puts them at
the City’s mercy in return.

At East End Center on Feb
14, that chapter voted over-
whelmingly to reject the
agreement,

PREPARE
Rank and file pressure is
building up. No amount of
money can justify this sellout.
The members want the money
package AND protection from
the City’s program of job

cuts. speed up, and other
abuses.
The membership must

throw the package - whether in
the form of an agreement or
a contract-- right back to
Morgenstern and the nego-
tiatiﬁg committee,  Make
them come back with some-
thing a damn sight better!
Money AND protection! No
joint committees for the union
to help manage the welfare
mess!

STRIKE

A real strike threat must
be prepared immediately by
the leadership to force out
of the City a contract tailor-
ed in the interests of the
workers not of the City. To
prepare a strike of ALL titles
in welfare, the issue to be
fought is the reorganization
of the Department, which as
President Morgenstern said
recently ¢‘is the only thing that
will get staff out on the
streets.”’

BY LOU BELKIN

The contract recently nego-
tiated by Critchlow and the
1549 leadership is an abso-
lute sell-out on working con-
ditions and wages and most
important a capitulation to
reorganization and loss of job
security through attrition. The
DC 37 bureaucrats stand com-
pletely exposed in attempting
to put a damper on an all-
out strike threat of welfare
workers by isolating the
clerks’ struggle.

The clerks are being handed
a 2-1/2 year wage packet deal
resulting in a minimum of
$6000 by July 1, 1971, for
Grade 2 titles but no equiva-
lent across-the-boardincrea-
ses for higher grades. There
are no job specifications, no
protection against out of title
work, no protection against
arbitrary transfers, and ano-
strike clause.

ROT

As if this is not enough
anti-labor rot being rammed
down our throats, the union
permits the city, under
a ‘‘Management Rights Clau-
se’’ (section X),’’...the right
to determine standards for
selection of employment,
standards of service...take
disciplinary actionand relieve
its employees from duty be-
cause of lack of work.”” In
other words the union allows
the city to lay-off workers
as it sees fit. And not a
word of protest from the bu-
reaucrats!

A labor-management com-
mittee will be set up, anal-
ogous to Morgenstern and Ro-
soff’s  Joint Reorganization

CRITCHLOW

FORCES
CONTRACT
ON CLERKS

Committee, which will ¢‘foster
such cooperation between the
union and the City.”’ Begin-
ning with themselves and the
high-salaried positions in the
Labor bureaucracy, the 1549
leadership completely forfeits
the right of the membership
to make any decisions on pol-
icy, including reorganization,

REORGANIZATION

Not one word in this rot-
ten agreement about reorgan-
ization. The deletion is cen-
tral to understanding that the
District Council is anxious to
avoid any confrontation be-
tween the unions and the City.
This reactionary bit of anti-
working class automation
called reorganization is de-
signed to reduce welfare costs
in line with Rockefeller and
Nixon’s drastic reductions in
social service spending and
in anticipation of ever expand-
ing welfare rolls.

Reorganization affects ev-
ery job title including cler-
ical. By freezing promotion-
al opportunities through eli-
mination of mandated serv-
ices, it engenders tremendous
competition amongst social
service staff for supervisory
clerical positions, resulting
in interstaff rivalries and hos-
tility. Not one job is safe
in the department if attrition
is allowed to go through.

Critchlow and the 1549 lea-
dership stand completely ex-
posed with this contract of-
fer and must be soundly thum-~
ped. Clerks need guarantees
against layoffs, promotions
and $6000 minimum and
across the board increases
within 2 years, giving all of
staff common expirationdates
for their contracts. We need
absolute unity through an un-
derstanding of the real effects
of reorganization and to pre-
pare to mobilize all of staff
around a serious strike threat
so that our negotiating com-
mittees can bargain from a
position of strength.

All out for a united strike
threat in support of guaran-
tees against attrition and for
complete independence of the
unions from the Lindsay,
Rockefeller Administrations!

BY JUDITH LEE

The very future of Local
1199 as an effective union is
tied in with the struggle at
Adelphi Hospital. The work-
ers at this tiny hospital have
been battling to get the union
in the hospital. For four
weeks now the hospital has
locked these workers out to
prevent the workers from or-
ganizing,

The hospital bosses are also
trying tc get a court injunc-
tion that would stop all pick-
eting. This of course would
enable the bosses to hire
scabs. All hospitals organized
and unorganized are watching
to see who will win., This
struggle will ‘cértainly effec‘f,
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further organizing efforts and
most certainly will determine
what gains we could win in
the next contract.

WEAPON

The bosses are serious a-
bout this fight and are using
every weapon they have. They
have the law on their side be-
cause volunteer hospital wor-
kers are not allowed to strike.
Plus it looks probable that
they will get their court in-

junction. We must be even
more prepared, We are in
the AFL-CIO, so we must

go and ask for all possible
assistance, financial and
other. The union must mob-

‘ xllze dll 1199er5 ‘1o walk the

5
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picket line with the Adelphi
workers to show them we
support them 100%.

We all face the same bos-
ses and the same anti-strike
laws. There was a enthu-
siastic picket line Saturday,
February 15th. Only a hand-
ful of 1199ers were notified
of this. But despite this,
they were able to mobilize
many workers., President Da-
vis must mobilize all 1199%ers
and if necessary, expand the
strike.

Also some brothers and sis-
ters from the SSEU joined
the line to march with us.
This is just the beginning
.of this strike. ,All unions
facmg antl-StrlKe laws must

PR , i F
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be notified to urge their mem-
bers to join the line. This
is not just aneconomic strike.
It involves the laws and the
courts,

Adelphi must mark the be-
ginning for a battle against
these laws. This means an
all out fight against the Rocke -
fellers, the Lindsays and the
Democrats who make andcar-
ry out these laws. Because
of these laws union leaders
have been thrown in jail anc
heavy fines have beenimposed
on the union during the past
2 years,

This must stop now! The
AFL-CIO has the power to
get rid of these laws and the
politicans who  make. them..
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RAND REPORT-A PLAN

TO DESTROY UNIONS

BY BOB SHERWOOD

TORONTO-The release of the Rand Inquiry
into Labor Disputes marks a new attempt by
the government to head off decisively the trade
union movement and successfully implement labor
control legislation with teeth., Since the release
of the Rand Report the Ontario government has
indicated that it is preparing legislation following
the general line of the Commissions report,
Clearly the Rand Report is not a government
commissioned report which will be released and
then placed on a shelf to collect dust with age.

The Rand Report was triggered by govern-
mental indignation at the militancy of striking
workers in Peterborough who peacefully picketed
in defiance of an injunction, resulting in the
arrest of twenty six and sentences ranging from
15 days to two months. The strike in Peter-
borough was not the only example, but did serve
as a general rallying point for labor opposition
to the use of court injunctions.

The events in Peterborough were not soon
forgotten as the strike and the use of injunc-
tions became a major issue in the Provincial
elections of the following year.

STATIFICATION

The effect of an implementation of the Rand
Report would be the statification in large measure
of the trade union movement, Such a move is
necessary to the big industrialists and the rest
of the ruling class to insure that wages rise in
a diminishing ratio to industrial productivity,

The means with which the Rand Report pro-
poses to accomplish its tasks are to set up an
all powerful industrial tribunal with a ‘‘director
of enforcement’’, Judging from what harm ordinary
magistrates have done to the labor movement,
this ¢‘director of enforcement’’conjures up visions
of a Mafia type dealing out ‘‘the kiss of death’’
to the trade union movement. If this seems to
stretch a point too far, let’s examine what this
““Labor Tribunal’’ with a ¢‘‘director of enforce-
ment’’ can do,

PROPOSALS

Unions are to be made legal entities, which
means they will be the victims of endless court
actions and extremely expensive legal costs and
fines.

There are to be no sStrikes in essential in-
dustries. The ¢‘Labor Tribunal’”’ to determine
what is or is not an ‘‘essential’’ industry,

Mass picketing is strictly prohibited. Only
persons directly involved in ‘a strike are allow-
ed to pickai. Picket captains are to be held
responsible for the actions of each and every
striker, No solidarity actions of any kind are
to be allowed. Boycottsand picketing of customers
of struck firms, industries or businesses are
to be strictly forbidden.

After a strike has been in progress for 45
days, any striker can ask for and the ‘‘Labor
Tribunal”’. may take a vote on whether the strike
is to continue, After 90 days, the ‘‘Labor Tri-
bunal’”’ can impose arbitration. After one year
a strike can be declared by the ‘Labor Tri-
bunal’’ to be at an end.

It will be possible for the ‘‘Labor Tribunal’’,
rather than a court, to issue injunctions.

Unions will not be allowed to discipline its
"members for infractions of union rules. But
it MUST discipline members engaged in an un-
lawful strike(the majority of strikes fall into
this category). If a member acts unlawfully
in a legal strike, the union must take disciplinary
action against such a member,

It also proposes that unions be forced to
admit strikebreakers into membership, such mem-
bers to be expellable only for non-payment of
union dues.

Congress has done it again.

If a worker refuses to join a union has no capital gains tax)

wage demands of workers in

Canada’s Rank and File
Must Fight for General Strike

ORONTO WOR! PROTEST END OF WINTER WORKS PROGRAM

where a union shop agreement is in force, the
¢‘Labor Tribunal’’ may direct that such an em-
ployee nevertheless continue as an employee under
conditions determined by it.

There is a lot more to the Rand Commission
Report, but this should suffice to show that this
is one report that should be relegated to the
dusty archives at Queen’s Park.

BUREAUCRATS

The reaction of the Labor bureaucrats was
that which one could expect from someone with
the most parochial and narrow outlook. First
was the expression of surprise, saying the Ontario
government couldn’t be serious, then following
a labor convention at which a government minis-
ter said in fact legislation was in .draft form,
opposition took a more sober form. First was
a proposal for a general strike, then for a mass
lobby at Queens Park, finally raising a couple
of hundred thousand dollars for a public relations
campaign to counter implementation of the Bill.

Ontario is fast approaching the situation that
exists in British Columbia, where reactionary
anti-labor Bill 33 was passed in Legislature
with hardly any opposition (the OFFICIAL oppo-
sition being the NDP!). Now B.C. labor says if
the government tries to use Bill 33 THEN they
will fight back!

With the grasp of a weak and fragile man
the labor bureaucrats try to hold to their old
ways of ‘‘wheeling and dealing’’ with the bosses
behind the backs of the working class. The only
trouble being that the bosses can’t ‘‘wheel and
deal’’ any more.

Flowing from the international liquidity crisis
which expresses itself in the considerable weaken-
ing of the U.S. dollar as international medium
of trade, the Canadian bankers who flew to Europe
to an emergency conference of the International
Monetary Fund have been ordered to return home
to ¢‘‘do a job’’ on the working class, to institute
austerity, to bust up opposition if governmental
policy is threatened. The purpose behind such
measures are to cut the standard of living of
the working class, so that profits can be secure,
so that Canada can be a safe place for capitalism,

CAPITALIST
A lot of people are concerned: Canadians who

hold considerable speculative capital (as Canada
, the United States, which

again,..like pensions ranging

Not to mention free mailing

CANADIAN POSTAL STRIKERS

owns the majority of Canadian industry, and
Japan, gaining a toehold on the North American
continent through holding a good chunk of British
Columbia.

The Rand Commission Report and Bill 33 are
on the provincial level but Ottawa will get into
the act shortly. At present a Commission is
preparing its report for the Federal Govern-
ment on labor management relations. Since such
commissions are created for research and ad-
visory purposes prior to the writing of bills, it
does not take an astute observer to take the hint
that Ottawa has something up its sleeve,

Labor will not be able to bury its head and
hope that everything will blow over, The changes
the government seeks to institute will blow like
a hurricane and cut everything off at ground level,
Public relations campaigns against anti-labor bills
not only waste labor’s money, but sow the dangerous
illusion that capital can be influenced by a public
relations effort . Who ever heard of a labor
movement being built or much less defended by
Madison Avenue smoothies, and ad men writing
dittys about profits going better with labor unions ?

FIGHT

Labor must fight back, and fight back now!
A general strike against the implementation of
the Rand Commission Report must be fought for.
Queens Park must be lobbied by workers rep-
resentatives with demands that all pending anti-
labor legislation be dropped, and all anti-labor
laws be repealed. The strike is central and it
must have its political expression. The NDP
members of Provincial Parliament must be sought
out in preparation for the General Strike. Much
of whether the bills pass or fail depends on the
opposition the NDP presents, Every worker
and trade unionist will want to see to it that
the NDP, elected as a party of labor, fights
for the interests of the working class. Only a
party which fights on behalf of labor deserves to
be returned to office.

The student movement being conscious of its
own interests should take wup the fight for a
general strike as a fight of its own. As the
solution to the problems facing students rests
upon the ability of the working class to funda-
mentally change society, student revolutionaries
should seek not to build a separate student move-
ment but to provide cadres for the building of
the working class revolutionary party.

'

eurs. The value of these -
“‘fringes’’ adds up to about

Raised their own salaries, that
is. No 67 increase for them,
though. The Congressmen
have voted themselves amere
42G pay raise!

This raise comes at a time
when all businessmen and
their Republican and Demo-
cratic representatives in the
government are bemoaning the

danger of irTation caused by -

all industries; and are trying
to shove wage guidelines of
6% or less down the throats
of the trade unions.
FRINGES
The salaries of Congress-
men have jumped from a
miserly $30,000 per year to
$42,500 per year, plus fringe
benefits, of course. Andthose
‘““fringes’? are something else

.home). which ranges

from $10,000 to $34,000 per
year after 5 years in Con-
gress; a $3,000 per year tax
deduction for the added bur-
den of maintaining twohomes;
and a salary allowance for
staff(which wusually includes
a brother-in-law, a maiden
aunt and two cousins back
from
$100,000 to $350,000 per year!

privileges, free long distance
phone calls, free telegrams,
free parking, free flowers for
offices and entertainment, and
private, cut-rate dining rooms
at the Capitol. And that ain’t
all! For the convenience of
the hardworking Congress-
man there are also free hair
cuts, free swimming pools

-and steam-rooms with mass-

$150,000 per year for Rep-
resentatives and $400,000per
year for Senators.

The effect of this pay raise
is supposed to increase com-
petition for the job, and result
in a ¢‘higher caliber’’ of con-
gressman. Which remains to
be seen.
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THE NEW

NATIONALISM

NEGRO QUESTION

by‘ Tim Wohlforth
INTRODUCTION

In the recent period we have seen an outburst
of a very peculiar kind of nationalism within
many of the advanced capitalist countries of the
world. Belgium has been torn apart for several
years now by a struggle between Flemish-speaking
and French-speaking peoples with demands for
federalism and separation being raised. In Scot-
land and Wales, long united with England as Great
Britain, separatist agitation is growing. InIreland,
conflicts between Protestant and Catholic Irish in
Ulster, a feud which goes back to the 17th century,
has suddenly and violently erupted.

In Canada French Canadian separatism has
become a central political issue in the country
threatening to tear apart the very Canadiannational
state. Even DeGaulle, who has opportunistically
encouraged French Canadianseparatism, nowfaces
similar agitation in Brittany. Finally, in Switzer-
land, which has existed for centuries as a multi-
lingual bourgeois state with particularly tranquil
relations among its linguistic groups, the French
speaking population of the Jura region in a German
speaking Canton has been agitating for separatism.

The growth of Black Nationalism among Ameri-
can Negroes must be seen as part of this same
international trend. An understanding of the causes
for and the nature of this new form of nationalism
internationally is indispensible to anunderstanding
of Black Nationalism in the United States.

Wherever these trends have emerged the revi-
sionists of the SWP, its international co-thinkers,
the Maoists and the Stalinists have reacted in the
same way. Each particular nationalist agitation is
seen in isolation from its international context and
at the same time Lenin’s position on the right of
nations to self- determmatlon is applied as an ab-

AND THE

stract schematic formula and used as an excuse
to adapt to the particular national trend.

Here we have methodologically a combination
of pragmatism and metaphysical formalism which

leads
sort,

inevitably to opportunism of the crudest
What a Marxist approach to the national

The Following article deals
.with the iquestion of the Negro

struggle within the framework
of the international crisis of
capitalism. The article will

be continved in the next issue
of the Bulletin. It will cover
black anti-semitism, the pos-
ition of Progressive Labor on
the Negro question and the Marx-
ist program for the Negro people.
This question is of the great-
est importance to bringing a-
bout the unity of the working
class in the struggle for soc-
ialism.

Juestion requires is quite the opposite: to begin
at all times from the point of view of the inter-
national struggle of the working class and at the
same time to understand reality in all its con-
creteness -- to place the particular nationalist
movement within its proper historical evolution.

LENINISM VERSUS REVISIONISM ON THE NATIONAL QUESTION

A study of the writings of Lenin on the national
question will make clear that it is with this latter
method that Lenin, basing himself on Marx, ap-
proached the juestion. We look to Lenin, there-
fore, to deepen our understanding of the methodo-
logical approach to this question and certainly
not to find some simple schematic formula to define
“pations’’ or to declare our attitude towards
¢nationalism’’ as some sort of abstraction. Even
a very cursory study of Lenin will reveal that
Lenin was at no time and under no conditions a
¢‘partisan of nationalism’’ as the January 31st
Militant describes him.

Particularly important among Lening’s many
writings on this question are his articles ‘‘Critical
Remarks on the National Question’’, ‘“The Right
of Nations to Self-Determination’’, ¢‘The Socialist
Revolution and the Right of Nations to Self-
Determination (Theses)’’ and ¢‘The Discussion of
Self-Determination Summed Up’’. This material
written between 1914 and 1916 represents a mature
development of his views, the result of a long
struggle since 1903, and is the basis for the policies
of the Bolshevik party during and after the October
Revolution.

These writings take the form of an integrally
related polemic, first against Otto Bauer’s theory
of ‘‘cultural-national autonomy’’ and then against
Luxemburg’s opposition to the right of self-
determination of oppressed nations and finally a
summary of the central lessons of both polemics
in the form of theses. Lenin’s views were deve-

loped in a polemic against those like:‘Bauercand ™

the Bundists who adapted to the nationalism of the
oppressed nationalities as well as those whose
formal schematic denial of the question of self-
determination objectively bolsters the nationalism
of an oppressor nation.

BOURGEOIS

Lenin saw the demand of national self-deter-
mination as a bourgeois democratic demand, as
part of the bourgeois revolution. The demand is
to be supported by the working class under condi-
tions where it will mean the development of a
national state within which the working class can
advance its struggle against capitalism, removes-
national bickering and unites the working class of
different nationalities into a common struggle
against capitalism, Like all bourgeois democratic
demands, it is subordinate to the international
struggle of the working class but at the same time
necessary to achieve this international unity.

Nationalism is therefore bourgeois nationalism
and can be nothing else but bourgeois nationalism,
Lenin never claimed nationalism tobe anything else
and NE VER supported nationalism of an oppressed
or oppressor nation. Thus the recent attacks by
Tony Thomas and Gus Horowitz in the Militant
against Progressive Labor for daring to call
nationalism ¢‘‘bourgeois’’ have absolutely nothing
to do with Marxism, As Lenin put it: ‘‘Working
class democracy contraposes to the nationalist
wrangling of the various bourgeois parties over
questions. .of language, etc., the demand. for the

. unconditional -urity.and «complete: amalgamation: ofi -

workers of all nationalities in all working class
organizations--trade unions, co-operatives, con-
sumers’, educational and all others .- in contradis-
tinction to any kind of bourgeois nationalism.’”’

CONTEXT

For instance Tony Thomas states about Lenin’s
views: ¢The nationalism of any oppressed nation,
he explains, ‘has a general democratic content that
is directed against oppression and it isthat content
we unconditionally support.’’’ Letus take this quote
from Lenin, give it in its entirety andin its proper
context and then we can see that Lenin had in mind
the exact opposite of what Thomas attributes to
him, This is what Lenin really said: ¢‘The
bourgeois nationalism of any oppressed nation has
a general democratic content that is directed
against oppression, and it is this content that we
unconditionally support. At the same time we
strictly distinguish it from the tendency towards
national exclusiveness; we fight against the ten-
dency of the Polish bourgeois to oppress the Jews,
etc.”” On the next page he point blank states: ‘We
combat all nationalism and uphold the equality of
the various nations.”’

So what Thomas does is first remove the section
of the quote which refers, not to nationalism as a
classless generality, but ‘‘bourgeois nationalism’’
for Lenin could not consider nationalism as any-
thing but bourgeois and then rips the quote out of
context so as to obscure exactly what Lenin was

.stating, He was not claiming to support nationa-
i~lism ‘.as. ‘“‘progressive’’. but. rather the general
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democratic content that is directed against oppres-
sion.”” This content, as Lenin stated, can be
summed up in one demand ‘‘Support to the right
of self-determination’’. He fought any tendency
to support national movements in any way or any
aspect of nationalism aside from this right. He
stated on several occasions that the Bolshevik
position on this right was ‘‘negative’’ in the sense
that we do not fight for the secession of a nation
but uphold the right to secede.

PROGRESSIVE

Gus Horowitz then comes forward with an even
more unbelievable statement, so much so that he
must paraphrase Lenin since a quote even to be
distorted cannot be found. ‘‘Lenin explained’’,
Horowitz informs us, ‘‘that the nationalism of the
oppressors is reactionary but the nationalism of
the oppressed is progressive.’”’ Lenin saidnothing
of the kind. What he did say was: ‘‘Insofar as the
bourgeoisie of the oppressed nation fights the
oppressor, we are always, in every case, and more
strongly than anyone else, in favour, for we are
the staunchest and most consistent enemies of
oppression, But insofar as the bourgeoisie of the
oppressed nation stands for its own bourgeois
nationalism, we stand against. We fight against
privileges and violence of the oppressor nation,
and do not in any way condone strivings for pri-
vileges on the part of the oppressed nation.’’
Lenin found no difficulty in fighting absolutely
and all the way for the right of self-determination
of oppressed nations without making the slightest
concession to the bourgeois nationalism of the
oppressed nation.

CULTURAL

Particularly important inthis respect is Lenin’s
long struggle onthe Jewish question against the Bund
and his battle against the theories of cultural and
national autonomy of Otto Bauer and the Austrian
centrists. It is particularly important that this
whole struggle is completely ignored by Thomas
and Horowitz. Lenin’s, position was one of com-
plete opposition to autonomy in ‘‘cultural’’ mat-
ters, control of the schools, etc. which he held
meant support for the bourgeois aspirations of
the oppressed nationalities and led to the divi-
sions not unity of the working class. He repeated
over and over and over that the only progressive
aspect of the national question was the right of
nations to self-determination and that this right
meant one thing only the right to secede, to form
an independent state.

To give the national question any more ‘‘sup-
port’’ than this was in effect to ally oneself with
the national bourgeoisie and to tie the working
class of the particular nationality to its own
bourgeoisie. We will return to this question when
we deal with the Negro question directly for we
will see that the ONLY content of black nationa-
lism is precisely the reactionary ‘‘national-cul-
tural autonomy’’ demand. (See ¢“The Negro,
Nation and Marxist Theory’’ by Lucy St. John -
December 16th Bulletin)

But Gus Horowitz proceeds differently: ‘‘The
essence of self-determination is the right of
oppressed nationalities to decide FOR THEM-
SELVES what they want and need. Revolutionaries
have the obligation of supporting this right, re-

OTTO BAUER, THEORIST OF NATIONAL AUTONOMY

gardless of what they may think best.”” Horowitz
states this in a section of his article where he
waxes indignant over PL’s audacity in critizing
the 15 demands of the Black students at SF State.

The political meaning of this formula is of
course abject subordination of the revolutionary
party to whatever happens to be in the heads of
the black nationalist leaders at the time. This
formula is the rationale for the role of the SWP
and Militant in uncritically supporting everything

and anything the black nationalists do.
The formula is in essence a result of a com-

plete confusion of the question of self-determination
with that of cultural-national autonomy and makes
crystal clear why Lenin fought the latter trend so
hard. As Lenin says self-determination is only a
matter of the right to secede and he saw the task
of the revolutionary party in this respect as
‘‘largely a negative one.”” That is, the party
does not tell an oppressed minority that it must
secede -- in fact under certain circumstances it
might agitate for them not to secede. The prin-
ciple involved is that the revolutionary party in
the oppressor nation must uphold the right of the
oppressed nation to secede. In this sense and in
this sense alone Horowitz is right. The revolu-
tionary party does not decide this secession
question for the national minority.

OPPOSITE

But when this reasoning is applied to the pro-
grammatic demand of a national or any other
minority it turns into its opposite. This is why
Lenin warned that there is a ‘‘limit the proleta-
riat can go to in supporting nationalism, for beyond
that begins the ‘positive’ activity of the bourgeoisie
striving to fortify nationalism,’”” Never, never,
never would Lenin or any Marxist for a single
second conceive of granting to the national move-
ment, which means granting to a bourgeois ten-
dency the right to determine its own policies free
from the sharpest criticisms of the Marxists and
certainly not to extend a blank check to such
bourgeois nationalists to put forward whatever
they wished and we in turn would support them.
Even the Bund and Otto Bauer would have recoiled
from such crass opportunism and adaptation to

the bourgeoisie.

CONCRETE

An understanding of nationalism as an aspect
of the bourgeois democratic revolution has funda-
mental implications which our Militant pundits do
not even begin to tackle, much less comprehend.
First of all it requires of Marxists that we view
the national question in its concrete historical
circumstances rather than abstracting out of history
some general metaphysical notions. It was pre-
cisely the latter metaphysical method which led
Luxemburg to write off the question of self-
determination entirely. This very same method
leads the revisionists to raise the question of
self-determination under every and all conditions
and to utilize it as a way of adapting to bourgeois
national movements.

Lenin devoted a whole section of his  polemic
against Luxemburg to the ¢‘Historically Concrete
Presentation of the Question’’. ¢‘The categorical
requirement of Marxist theory in investigating any
social question is that it be examined within defi-
nite historical limits, andif it referstoa particular
country (e.g. the national programme for a given
country), that account be taken of the specific
features distinguishing that country from others
in the same historical epoch.’”” This is Lenin’s
method,

STAGES

Utilizing this method Lenin analyzes three dis-
tinctly different kinds of countries which existed
side by side inhis day, each representing a- different
stage of historical development (See point 6 of his
‘‘Theses’’). The first are ‘‘the advanced capitalist
countries of WesternEurope and the United States.’’
Here the bourgeois democratic revolution was
completed long ago and Lenin saw no validity
whatsoever to the right of self-determination of
nations within such countries. Inthese countries its
only importance was the absolute necessity for the
workers movement to defend this right in the
colonial sphere, especially where their own im-
perialist bourgeoisie was concerned. The second
category includes ‘‘Eastern Europe, Austria, the
Balkans and particularly Russia.’”’ In these coun-
tries the bourgeois democratic revolution had
only partially succeeded creating multi-national
states with one bourgeois national grouping domi-
nating over other oppressed nationalities and many
features of fudalism remaining. It is withinsuch a
country that the question of the right of self-
determination has particular meaning, is in fact
essential to bring about the unity of the working
class of many nationalities in a common struggle
against the bourgeoisie. The third grouping is
of course the colonial and semi-colonial countries
where the slogan is also of great importance but
here the struggle is against a foreign imperialist
power,

Lenin emphasizes throughout his writings that
the necessity for raising this demand for self-
determination is always associated with a country
in a state of backwardness which has neither not
passed through the bourgeois democratic revolu-.
tion or where this revolutionhas only beenpartially
successful. Thus his insistence on historical con~
creteness,

THE NEW NATIONALISM IN SCOTLAND,

IRELAND, CANADA

CIVIL RIGHTS DEMONSTRATORS IN NORTHERN IRELAND

It is precisely the fact that the bourgeois
revolution has long been completed in Belgium,
England, Canada and the United States which makes
the current nationalist and semi-nationalist move -
ments in these countries socompletely reactionary
and the demand for the right to self-determination
absolutely out of place. A look at a few of these
situations will make this absolutely clear and also
what is the real underlying cause of this new kind
of nationalism.

SCOTLAND

First a look at Scottish nationalism (for a more
detailed account see; -‘“Scottish Nationalism and
Revisionism’’ by Ian McCalman, Winter 68-69
Fourth International). The question of Scotland was
settled definitely in the 18th century. British
capitalism required a larger geographical basis
for its capital development than England alone so
by the beginning of the eighteenth century important
capital development occurred in the Lowland areas
of Scotland in particular. It was precisely this
capital development which led to the closest colla-
boration and fusion of the Scottish and English
bourgeoisies resolving the old conflicts between
Scotland and England and laying the economic basis
for what is now Great Britain.

Thus the bourgeois democratic revolution was
completed in England and Scotland along, long time
ago, though of course the Highland areas remained
more primitive, much like areas of Appalachia
in the United States. This led to a very different
.evolution of Scotland from Ireland, where even to
this day the country is subjugated to British
imperialism and the partition of the country pre-
vents its free development as a nation., Wales,
on the other hand, evolved as did Scotland.

The current growth of nationalism in Scotland
is in fact directly related to the development of
capitalism in Scotland. It can only be understood
by understanding the deep crisis of international
capitalism which has had a particularly severe
impact on Great Britain., Lowland Scotland pre-
Cisely because of its early capitalist development
has been particularly hit by the capitalist crisis,
its industry being old and less competitive interna-
tionally. This has led to growing unemployment
and great pressure not only onthe workers but
sections of the petty bourgeoisie. In this respect
it does not differ significantly from similar sections
of England proper such as the Northeast.

So Scotishnationalism is essentially a movement
of the petty bourgeoisie which seeks to save itself
from the impact of the crisis by arguing for its
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particularly parochial and sectional interests,
This petty bourgeoisie seeks to advance itself
at the expense of the rest of Great Britain and
over the backs of the workers, The workers,
who feel most directly the impact of the crisis,
are turned from the true cause of the crisis--
capitalist rule--to nationalist attempts to see their
hardships as resulting from English domination of
the Scots. Thus nationalism plays an extremely
reactionary role of tieing the Scottish workers
closer to the capitalists and hiding the real causes
of their difficulties.

The revisionist collaborators of the SWP in
England, the Maoists and the Stalinists have all
used the very same arguments as the SWP does
in relation to the Negro question to support
Scottish nationalism. At the same time growing
from within Scottish nationalism arefascisticten-
dencies who propose a military dictatorship in
Scotland, And so nationalism becomes a screen

for collaboration between revisionism andfascism.

This fascism is the absolutely inevitable result of
nationalist tendencies within advanced countries
during a period of crisis and shows most deeply
the reactionary and petty bourgeois nature of such
nationalism.

IRELAND

When we turn to Ireland the extremely reactio-
nary and dangerous character of this new nationa-
lism is manifest all the clearer., In Ireland there
is a genuine national question involved, As long
as Ireland remains partitioned the working class
of Ireland remains divided and weakened. The
demand for the destruction of the partition and
the creation of a real Irish nation is an absolutely
indispensible part of the program of Marxists not
only in both Ulster and the Irish Republic but in
Great Britain as well,

But it is not this absolutely correct and support-
able battle for Irish self-determination which is
presently rocking Ireland. Instead we find Ulster
torn asunder by a fratricidal struggle between the
dominant Protestant and the minority Catholic
sections of the population, Again underlying this
warfare .is the deep economic crisis as industry
in Belfdast is as vulnerable as that in Glasgow.
But instead of a common fight against the capi-
talists we have this fratricidal religious war which
pushes the Protestant workers in the direction of
fascistic Paisleyism and ties the Catholic workers
even closer to reactionary clericism.

But there is another aspect of this Irish struggle
which is particularly important to our under-
standing. The present struggle centers around a
¢Civil Rights Movement’’ made up of liberal and
radical students with the participation of Catholic
workers. The movement has many of the charac-
teristics of the early civil rights struggles in this
country, in particular Martin Luther King’s
marches into white working class suburbs of
Chicago in 1964, By posing the issue as a ‘‘civil
rights’’ one this movement acts only to encourage
the reactionary Paisleyism of the Protestant work-
ers. It begins, as did King, with demonstrations to
get concessions from the government on housing
and other forms of discrimination against Catholic

workers, But it already shows signs of going
over to the ghettoism of current black nationalism,
of an internal partition of the Catholic neighbor-
hoods within Protestant dominated Ulster.

What is really required in Ulster is a fight
against capitalism within which will be posed the
destruction of all forms of religious discrimina-
tion. Only in this way can these divisions be
broken down. These civil rights protests only
solidify centuries-old antagonisms among the work-
ing class.

CANADA

The French Canadian question poses many of
the same questions. Here, too, Canada long ago
went through the bourgeois revolution and emerged
as an important imperialist country in its own right,
despite the penetration of British and American
capital in the country. 1In no sense was or is
Canada a backward country like Russia which
maintained right up to the October Revolution
important feudal vestiges in the government and
on the land.

Canada is, however, a multilingual nation much
like Switzerland and Belgium. To an internationa-
list this is all to the good as long as there are no
privileges allowed to be connected to one language
or the other and every concession is made to see
that there is complete equality of languages. This
is the way Lenin approached the question of
Switzerland. Thus Marxists must defend the
language rights of the French Canadians.

But to support the current Canadian separa-
tist movement is something quite different, This
movement has absolutely nothing to do with the
right of self-determination. Like the Scottish
movement it is a completely petty bourgeois
movement and a reaction to the international
crisis. Quebec has been going through an extre-
mely important industrial boom in the post war
period. As a result Quebec today is the most
industrialized province in Canada outside of
Ontario, While it is still backward when compared
to -Ontario and wage levels lower, it stands way
ahead of the English speaking Maritime provinces
with their deep poverty, decaying agriculture, and
stagnant economics,

The real roots of French-Canadian nationa-
lism lies in the slowing of the boom, so dependent
as it was on foreign - largely American - capital
of the past few years. As a result unemployment
has increased and the petty bourgeoisie, limited
in moving to other provinces because of knowing
only one language, has been particularly squeezed.
At the same time the French Canadian working
class has been involved in fundamental union
struggles  which have threatened capitalism
throughout Canada. When we add to this the general
tendency throughout Canada toward deepened sec-
tional rivalries (this has been expressed in Bri-
tish Columbia as well as the Maritimes) we get a
picture of centrifugal tendencies within Canada
coming to the surface as various regions vie with
each other for a shrinking amount of new capital
-most from the U.S,

Marxists, as Lenin pointed out, have no interest

ARE AMERICAN NEGROES A NATION?

The only way the question of the American
Negro can be understood is within the kind of
international framework discussed in the first
part of this article and with a completely scien-
tific, objectively Marxist, concretely historical
analysis. The writings of all the revisionists
on this question aré completely pragmatic, socio-
logical, psychological -infact any and every method
is used but Marxism,

NATION

The position of the YSA and SWP on this question
is absolutely clear. Tony Thomas’ article in the
recent Militant speaks of ‘‘support to self-deter-
mination of the black nation.”” Gus Horowitz is
only a slight degree more careful with his talk of
¢‘a multi-class national minority’’, and that ¢ ‘black
people were nationally oppressed’’. Both writers
base themselves on the YSA resolution ‘‘On the
Revolutionary Struggle of Black America for Self-
Determination’’, This is the most remarkable
document to be producedby self-styled Marxists
in the history of the movement, It states that
“‘the job of black revolutionary socialists is to
Afro-Americanize Marxism’’ by combining ‘‘the
traditions of Martin Delaney, Nat Turner, Marcus
Garvey, and Malcolm X with the traditions of
Marx, Lenin, Trotsky and Cannon...”” 1Its posi-
tion on the national question is absolutely clear:
‘‘Black people make up what is known as an
intra-colonized nation.’’

So it is the position of the SWP and YSA today

that the Negro constitutes an oppressed nation to
whom the slogan of the right of self-determination
correctly applies., Such a statement is of con-
siderable importance for the whole struggle for
socialism in the United States and thus for the
whole international struggle. It requires a ser-
ious Marxist analysis, a conerete historical study
of the specific evolution of the Negro people
within the United States as it relates to the eco-
nomic development of the United States within
world capitalism, This is not supplied by the
YSA and SWP, For all their harping on the
importance of ‘‘facts’’ their resolution is as empty
of concrete historical analysis as it is full of all
sorts of psychological and sociological rubbish
stolen from the universities about ‘‘identity’’ and
“‘African heritage’’ and ‘‘spiritual armament’’,

BLACK BELT

The approach of the Communist party to this
question must also be considered because their
black belt theory, while schematic and absurd,
represented at least a serious attempt at making
a case for the Negro being a nation. As we have
noted, the question of the right of self determina-
tion has only one content, only one meaning--the
right of a nation to secede or if an external
colony the right to break from imperialist domin-
ation. It has no other content. It does not mean
the right for national groups sprinkled throughout
cities to have autonomy in ¢‘cultural’”’ matters,
It certainly never meant support for bourgeois

whatsoever in federalism or confederation. We
seek, not the decentralizing of the centralize«
state, but the conquering of that state by the work-
ing class and its withering away and replacement
by world socialism, So tendencies towards frac-
turing a country like Canada are reactionary in
character and can receive no support from Marx-
ists. We can make no concessions whatsoever to
French Canadian nationalism. We are not like
the ISA, Canadian supporters of the SWP, who
support unconditionally the ‘‘self-determination of
French Canada’’ and thus adapt completely to
French Canadian petty bourgeois tendencies.

At the same time we will give no quarter to the
¢‘strivings for privileges’’ of the French canadian
nationalists, Most recent example of this was their
insistence that Italian immigrants in Montreal be
forced to educate their children in French even
though these immigrants preferred English. Thus
these separatists want to deny the freedom of choice
of language to the Italians which they themselves
fight for correctly in predominantly English speak-
ing parts of Canada.

We stand for the complete unity of the Canadian
working class despite language differences in a
common struggle against capital. Further we urge
the closest collaboration of Canadian and American
workers to destroy capitalism on the North Ameri-
can continent and to pave the way for the fullest
socialist development of all the people of North
America.

FORMULAE

We could add more on Welsh nationalism, the
Breton question and Walloon-Flemish controversy
(see ‘A New Party? Some Lessons For Belgian
Labour’’ by Peter Arnold for an account of Ernest
Mandel’s complete capitulation to Walloon federa-
lism) but the point is clear. The question of self-
determination of nations is not applicable under
every and all circumstances, No Marxist formula
is an excuse for avoiding concreteness--the con-
crete analysis of a particular phenomenon within
its particular historical circumstances. This
demand is part of the general bourgeois demo-
cratic program for countries where the bourgeois
democratic revolution has not been completed.
When applied to advanced imperialist countries
this demand, rather than bringing the class to-
gether in a common battle against capitalism,
fractures the working class, subordinates sec-
tions of it to petty bourgeoisie movements and
foster fascistic tendencies.

Finally, where such a demand is correct it
means one thing and one thing only the declara-
tion of the right of a nation to secede. It does
not mean support to nationalism or national move -
ments of either oppressed or oppressor nations.
It does not mean support of any sort of ‘‘cultural
autonomy’’, ‘‘community control’’, and any of the
narrow and reactionary ideology of ‘‘ghettoism’’.
‘“The slogan of national culture is a bourgeois
(and often a black hundred and clerical) fraud,”’
Lenin stated. ‘‘Our slogan is: the international

culture of democracy and of the world working.
class movement,”’

BLACK BELT FARM WORKER
nationalism in any way, So if the Negrois a
nation to which this slogan applies this means it
must have a ‘‘homeland’’, a region where it has
developed its independent national culture and
where a national bourgeoisie has arisen. It means
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then that' the United . States never completed its. ',

bourgeois democratic revolution a},nd like Russia
is a multi-national state with an oppressed nation
within it. : :

‘The Communist Party attempted to make a
case for the Negro as a nation by delineating the
counties in the South where the Negro was ina
majority as a ‘‘black belt’’. This black belt was
seen as dominated by the archaic sharecropper
plantation economy, a real ‘‘intra-colonized na-
tion.”” While the CP could not fail to note the
wide dispersion of Negroes throughout the country
as a Wwhole they claimed that the majority still
lived in this ‘‘homeland’’ and the others sought
to someday return to their Black Ukraine., If
this position of the CP, which they have conven-
iently shelved recently as even the most ardent
black nationalist is not the least bit interested in
returning to his ‘‘homeland’’, is historically cor-
rect, then the slogan of self-determination has at
least some semblance of reality to it,

HISTORY

This whole juestion was in reality settled as
a result of the American Civil War, The develop-
ment of industrial capitalism in the North made
the continuation of slavery more and more in-
tolerable. Above all the Northern capitalists
could not submit to a breaking up the country
through a confederation and the possibility of the
extension of slavery into the new states of the
West, Rather they needed to extend capitalism
into the South as well as the West. The Northeast
region was too limited to support the development

of capitalism just as England was a century earlier.

in relation to Scotland and Wales.

Concern for the plight of the slaves was the
least concern of the Northern capitalists but all
the same, as Marx and Engels pointed out, the
struggle of the North against the South was his-
torically progressive and necessary if the working

. class was to develop in the United States.

After the victorious conclusion of the war the
main question shaking American politics was the
future of the South. Some considered transforming
the South into an internal colony, perhaps a black
dominated one and openly supported the black
reconstruction movement, But the dominant capi-
talist interests had something else in mind. They
wanted peace with the old ruling class of the South
to pave the way for fusion with this class much as
the English did with the Scottish bourgeoisie andto
open capital development of the region, Of course,
as we shall see, they carried through this fusion
in a very reactionary way. One reason for this
solidarity with their old enemy was fear of the new
enemy--the danger of a combined movement of
Negro and white small farmers with the industrial
workers of the North which took an early form in
the Populist movement, .

So reconstruction was scuttled and the old
ruling classes continued to hold on to a sem-
blance of their old plantation system through
sharecropping which tied the rural Negro to the
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BLACK BELT AS CP SAW IT IN 1945. AREA SHADED FOR OVER 40% IS PLANTATION REGION.

land almost as securely as slavery. It is from
this period that the race system as such can be
dated with all the Jim Crow laws of the South.
The race prejudices were maintained to hold the
Negro down as a source of cheap labor, to keep
the working class divided and thus to hold the
class down as a whole North and South,

INDUSTRIALIZATION

But despite the partial survival of the old
plantation culture industrial development flou-
rished in the East and Mid-West and started in
the South. The North’s victory in the Civil War
and the destruction of the South’s special re-
gionalism laid the basis for the fantastic growth
of capital in the period of the Robber Barons
which made it possible for the United States to
emerge from World War I as the dominant im-
perialist nation of the world. This industrial
development was accompanied by a tendency of
Negro immigration from the rural south to the
urban North and later the urban South,

DECAY

At the same time the plantation economy went
into decay. By the 1930s mechanization was in-
troduced into cotton farming leading to the almost
total destruction of the share eropper system and
increased Negro migration out of the ‘‘blackbelt’’.
Many Negroes, however, were allowed to remain
in their cabins rent free so that a ready and cheap
labor supply would be available for cotton weeding
which still had to be done by hand. Now modern
science has abolished this task as well as hun-
dreds of thousands of Negro families of the old
South are being forced out of their homes. Crops

restrictions in both cotton and tobacco also have
contributed to this process.

Today there is little left of the old black belt
and the plantation economy upon which it rested,.
Even by 1950 close to a majority of the Negroes
in America lived in the North and a majority of

_those who lived in the South lived in cities.

Industrial development has made the South, while
not as industrialized as the Maine to Virginia
Atlantic belt and the Great Lakes region, more
industrialized than Appalachia, the Mountain States
and most of the Midwest plains area.

The American Civil War marked the completion
of the American bourgeois democratic revolution
and the emergence of a strong nation state with a
powerful and integrated national economy. Any
possibility of a Negro nation died with the des-
truction of reconstruction, the attrition of the
plantation economy and the migration of the Negro
and his atleastpartial integration into the American
working class economically. This is why the Negro
is not today in any sense whatsoever a nation or a
national minority,

IDEOLOGY
In fact this objective reality is reflected in the
ideology of the Negro nationalists themselves.
Outside of its more exotic fringes the Black
Nationalists do not demand repatriation to Africa,
or return to the South, or any clear secessionist
demand. Rather the very objective conditions of
the Negro people restrict their nationalism ex-
clusively to ¢‘cultural nationalist’’ slogans such as
black control of the black communities or black

control of the schools, ete.

THE REAL CAUSES FOR THE GROWTH OF BLACK NATIONALISM

Wherein then lies the objective causes for
this recent outburst of black nationalism in the
United States? If seen in its international context
this becomes extremely clear. Like Scottish
nationalism, French Canadian nationalism and
Protestant-Catholic feuding in Ireland, it is a
reflection of the deepening crisis of world capi-
talism,

A brief look at the evolution of the Negro
movement since the 1954 Supreme Court Deci-
sion will make this patently clear. From the
Montgomery bus boycott through to the marches
into Cicero the Negro struggle was primarily a
reform struggle. Mass demonstrations were held
in order to force concessions from the govern-
ment. This was the policy of both King and SNCC,
But the result of all the demonstrating was,
despite the passage of all kinds of laws, no real
change in either the economic lot of the Negro
masses or racial discrimination in the country,
Civil rights proved the bankrupcy of capitalism
which entering into a new period of crisis and
decline was incapable of bettering the lot of the
Negro masses or wiping out race discrimination,
prejudice and ghetto existence.

REVOLUTION
With reformism exposed there was no other
road open to the Negro masses than a revolu-
tionary struggle against capitalism itself. This
required the building of a revolutionary working
class leadership not only of the Negro masses but
of the class as a whole. It was precisely at this

point, when the need for revolutionary class strug-.: .

gle was posed, that black nationalism enteres the
scene, The importance of black nationalism lies
precisely in its turning away of the Negro masses
from a struggle which posed the end of capitalism
itself to a racialist battle for one or another form
of cutural autonomy,

It must be understood that the crisis which has
ended any hope for a bourgeois reform solution of
the Negro question is international in scope.
As we have noted the victory of the North in the
Civil War paved the way for the emergence of
the United States as the dominant world imperia-
list power., But this has occurred within the gen-
eral historical period of imperialist decay. This
means first of all that the rise of the United
States has meant the decline of Europe, Great
Britain in particular. Secondly it has meant that
United States hegemony, rather than being ac-
companied by a period of relative peace and
international stability, is accompanied by a
period of crisis, war and revolution.

This new explosive situation internationally
places the Negro struggle in an entirely different
context. Tt has internationalized it so that the
fate of the Negro people has become deeply inter-
wined with the fate of the world working class,
in particular, the developing revolutionary situa-
tion in Europe. Precisely at this moment enters
black nationalism with its revisionist supporters
seeking to separate out the Negro not only from
the rest of the working class in the United States
but at the same time from the international class
struggle. | L —
It will soon be, shown that the impact of the

revolutionary struggles in Europe, attacks on the
working class as a whole within the United States,
and the conscious struggles of Marxists against
black nationalism will transform the very surface
nature of the current racist polarization of Am-
erican politics. Acceptance of black nationalism
is thus deeply connected with a pragmatic retreat
on the part of the revisionists from an international
outlook and an acceptance, not of the crisis of
international capital and the struggle of classes,
but the permanence of capitalism and its race
divisions,

The black nationalist struggle by its very
ideological character accepted the race divisions
in America, the black ghettos, the poverty. Its
goal is to seek control over the ghetto rather than
its abolition, to preach acceptance of racism and
racial pride rather than the abolition of the race
system and class solidarity. Under black nation-
alism not even reforms are any longer sought. A
whole struggle is waged in New York City for
community control of the schools without a single
demand raised against the bourgeois state for the
betterment of the school system, the abolition of
the slums, and the like.

BENEFIT
Black nationalism is petty bourgeois not only
because its ideology turns the Negro masses
away from class confrontation and internationalism,
from a fight against capitalism itself, but because
the petty bourgeois strata of the Negroes are the

- only. ones to, benefit in ‘the slightest from black

i
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nationalist demands. ' .. -
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votes contract

BY DAN FRIED

NEW YORK--The unity of
the ILA dockworkers hasbeen

broken. After eight weeks
during which nothing moved
in all ports from Maine to
Texas, longshoremen here
have been forced back to work
even though their brothers in
the other ports are still on
strike in an effort to obtain
a uniform national contract
along the lines of the New
York settlement, In effect
the sacrifices made by the
New York dockworkers for
the last three or four weeks
when they extended their
strike until all ports settled--
have been for nothing.

It was the U.S, government
acting through the NLRB at
the nominal request of the N. Y.
shipowners, that got the in-
junction forcing a ratification
vote in New York. The strike
was beginning to hurt not just
the shipowners and import-
exporters, but Big Business
as a whole. Every ILA man
and class conscious worker
has had another lesson on the
U.S. government as the nations
number one strikebreaker and
agent of the employers, But
the responsibility for surren-
dering totally to the gov-
ernment must be placed where
it belongs--on the shoulders
of the so-called leaders of
the ILA, especially Thomas
W. Gleason and Anthony Scot-
to. LOUDMOUTH

Gleason proved himself to
be just another loud mouth,
windbag bureaucrat whose
threats against the bosses
were a bunch of bull! When
the request for a court in-
junction by the New York ship -
pers first met the light of
day, Mr. Gleason talked tough.
““The only thing we can do
if forced to it at this time
is advise the men to vote
against it’’, threatened Glea-
son. That was on February
8.

Within two days Gleason
was keeping quiet about his
threat and talking about how
sad and disturbing it would

be for the ILA unity to be -

broken: ¢‘‘They’ll have to go
back--if the men want the
contract, there’s nothing Ican
say about it, It was a good
offer.”” By Feb. 12, Gleason
had not only dropped the
threats but had come out open-
ly and enthusiastically infavor
of ratification. Gleason had
become a renegade and trai-
tor to the union’s policy which
he and the other leaders had
so loudly proclaimed, ‘‘one
port down, all ports down.”’

Ending the strike in New
York while the otherports are
still out is a major gain for
the bosses and setback for
the union. There is no doubt
that, as Gleason himself had
contended, management in the
other ports are by and large
mere agents for the New York
shipping bosses. The New
York bosses could easily have
brought the other ports into
line with the same terms on
wages, job guarantees and
containerization as in New
York, What the bosses hoped

for all along--to give conces-"

sions in N.Y. while hanging

tough in other ports even with
a view of closing down some
ports over a period of time--
is made a lot easier now.

After eight weeks without
strike benefits and without any
unemployment compensation,
it was significant and a sign
of the wunrest among long-
shoremen that almost 35% of
the New York ratification vote
was for rejection of the con-
tract. This, despite Gleason’s
cowardly about face and Scot-
to’s ‘‘education campaign’’
and his attempt to buy
time on two New York radio
stations to ‘‘explai

@ 1

Lo i

n the bene-

der many longshoremen were
upset over a clause inthe con-
tract which allows ¢‘that a
docker discharged for cause
by an employer may be
barred from working for other
employers.”’

Job guarantees or not, the
work force on the docks is
to be decimated by ¢‘attrition’’
and the bosses will do every-
thing to hasten the attrition
process along from firings
‘‘with cause’’ to encouraging
men to use the ‘‘early retire-
ment’”’ provision of the con-
tract by gradually worsening
the working conditions on the

WITH STRIKE OVER 'NY LOMGSHGREMEN LOAD CONTAINERS

fits of the contract and urge
a big turnout and ratification.’’
This despite the large vote

which Scotto had obtained in’

favor of ratification, in face
of a strong and vocal oppo-
sition at a meeting of Brook-
lyn ILA local 1814, earlier
in the week..

MILITANCY

Behind the 35% vote for
rejection is a good old stub-
born militancy of workers who
balk and say NO to govern-
ment strike breaking re-
gardless of what their legders
say. But there is more to
it.  The dissidents feel that
whatever job guarantees are
offered by the new contract
(40 hour weekly minimum)
the plain truth is that as both
Gleason and the bosses have
admitted, since the new con-
tainerships require only about
one tenth the stevedoring man-
power as the old ships, within
a few years the work force
in New York and other ports
may be cut in half!

The employers are now
more than ever determined
to cut out jobs. Oneemployer
representative complained
that the costs of the new con-
tract ‘‘will be murder’’, and
that ‘‘the only salvation rests
in seizing all benefits of the
new trend carrying most of
our general cargo in t big
box containers,”’
some dock workers are upset
that the union didin’t win the
6 hour day (which the west
coast has had for some time)

or double time on Saturdays,

‘Sundays' and holidays, No won-

No wonder’

docks,

If, as is entirely possible,
there is an economic down-
turn, a recession, the employ-
ers will try to dump the work
guarantee provision in short
order. If the shipping bosses
have it their way, the trend
is for many less jobs, worse
conditions and agrowing num-
ber of able bodied workers
forced to take lower paying
jobs or go on welfare. No
longer will the sons of long-
shoremen have the choice of
following in dad’s footsteps.

STORY

Mr. Scotto had a little story
to explain why the workers
can’t ask for too much from
the bosses. ‘‘We don’t want
to kill the companies thatem-
ploy us--we’re hoping to keep
them in business and still
get our fair share’’, saidScot-
to. This concern for the
bosses is most touching and
we’re sure that thousands of
longshoremen will  spend
countless numbers of sleep-
less hours worrying that if
they ask for too much they
might put the bhoss out of
business. Some chance. No.
The job of a union is to fight
for its members and ‘let the
chips fall were they may’.
Workers are not strike happy
and do not think lightly of
staying out for eight weeks
with no strike benefits or
compgensation,

In answer to Scotto we say
no, the workers don’t need
private ownership! If the
bosses plead that they are too

“poor’, we say take the ship-

»isgruntled Steel Ranks Give
Opposition Candidate Big Vote

BY OUR INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT

The Feb. 10 election for
the Presidency of the United
Steelworkers of America is
another clear indication that
the labor bureaucracy which
holds power in the American
trade union movement is fac-
ing the sharpest attack by the
union rank and file in almost
twenty five years. In this
election, the incumbent Presi-
dent I.W, Abel was challenged
by one of' his own ‘team’,
union staff lawyer Emil Na-
rick who, with only 75% of
the vote counted, received
some 37% of the vote, ac-
cording to early unofficial fi-
gures released by the union,

The official tally need not
be announced until May 1, but
if anything, Narick will pro-
bably get a higher percen-
tage and could conceivably win
the election. This is because
many of the votes yet to be
counted are from largerlocals
where Narick has his greatest
strength, particularly in the
Pittsburgh and Youngstown
areas.

Before the election, Abel
had stated publically that he
would be surprised if Narick
got 10% of the vote. But one
district director, an Abel man
who ran unopposed for re-
election, didn’t seem to be
surprised at all., ‘‘You could
run a dead horse and he’d do
almost that well’”’, he said.

RESENTMENT

The element of truth behind
this statement is that even
though Narick is no less a
bureaucrat than Abel, the is-
sues he raised against Abel
found a deep response among
the ranks. Together with rank
and file resentment against
a recent dues increase the
strong support for Narick was
on the basis of his ‘‘bread
and butter’’ criticisms of last
year’s contract as inadequate
in wages and fringe benefits.
Narick asserted during the
campaign that wage increases
have been eroded by inflation,
the vacation schedule weaken-
ed, and that a no strike clause
prevents local unions from
putting pressure on manage-
ment,

Abel’s talk of the last con-
tract as the ¢‘‘best contract
in the union’s history’’cannot
be taken seriously. What Na-
rick says about the July 31
contract is no news, We
pointed out in the Bulletin of
Sept. 2, 1968 that after a
close look at the wage increas-
es AND the increased cost
of living, it was: ¢‘‘No won-
der that steelworkers expect
the rise in the cost of living
to wipe out their wage in-
creases by the first of the
year, No wonder that there
was a rash of wildcat walk-
outs by steelworkers affecting

every major steel producer
following the settlement,”’

RATIONALIZATION

We further pointed out how
the companies had built up
a huge inventorysurplus dur-
ing the pre-strike period, gave
a few miserable crumbs to
Abel in the contract and then
drastically cut back pro-
duction after the settlement,
The aim of the cutbacks and
resulting layoffs was ‘‘to ra-
tionalize, modernize andin-
troduce a basic re-tooling of
the industry...to eliminate in-
efficient, marginal productive
units and introduce more au-
tomated processes in orderto
better compete with foreign
producers.”’

This is exactly what has
been happening in the indus-
try and is another reason for
the large Narick vote., Na-
rick actually ranahead of Abel
in those large locals in the
Pittsburgh area where many
workers are employed at the
older mills most likely to
be affected by plant closings,
production cutbacks and other
features of ‘‘rationalization’’,
Yes, as in other industries
such as shipping and maritime
the spectre of unemployment
haunts the steelworkers and
in large part accounts for the
revolt against the labor bu-
reaucrats.

Meanwhile, the steel cor-
porations, from large tosmall
are driving inexorably to the
replacement of the old open
hearth furnaces with the new
and far more productive Basic
Oxygen Furnace and the el-
ectric furnace which is used
primarily for high quality spe -
cialized steel production.

LAYOFFS

For the steel bosses, these
fantastic new developments in
productive technhology are an
absolutely necessary means
to reaping profits especially
to ‘‘keep alive’’ in their fight
against surging steel imports
of foreign producers. But for
the steelworkers they add up
to--a layoff slip. They add
up to an acceleration of the
permanent unemployment in
an industry where in 1946
some 650,000 men produced
half the steel that is today
produced by only 450,000 men.
Such is the irony of the sys-
tem of capitalist private en-
terprise, where the advances
of science and technology
mean misery and suffering for
the working people.

This is why it is not e-
nough for the steelworkers
simply to vote against Abel.
They need to fight in the un-
ion for a thirty hour week and
full production with full em-
ployment based on the nation-
alization of the steel com-
panies.

ping companies out of the
hands of the private profit-
eers andput the industry under
public ownership. Tuis is the
only way for the workers to
benefit from automation and
containerization and not to be
it’s victims.

The way of Gleasonand Scot -

‘to ‘is capitulation to the bos-

ses and collaboration with the
government and the Demo-
cratic and Republicanparties,
Qur way is for a political
fight against the bosses and
their two parties and for the
organization of labor’s own
party to fight for public own-
ership of shipping and all ma.
jor industry. : '
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iEco»nomic crisis spurs monopoly trend and unemployment hits workers

BY FRED MUELLER

Hardly a day goes by
without the report of new mer-
gers and acquisitions invol-
ving major corporations, In-
formation on the overall mer-
ger picture is harder to come
by, however, not to speak of
the significance of the mer-
ger trend.

Recently the Associated
Press reported on what was
termed ‘‘the third great mer-
ger wave of this century.”
4400 firms were swallowed

STEEL STOCKPILE IN DETROIT, MICHIGAN

up in mergers or acquisitions
in 1968, and this represented
a whopping 50% increase over
the previous year. These
deals involved over $50 bil-
lion.

An understanding of the sig-
nificance of mergers is cru-
cial for the working class
and the trade union movement
The trend to monopolization
and ever greater concentra-
tion of capital was analyzed
by Lenin over 50 years ago
in his book, ‘‘Imperialism.’’

This trend is characteristic
of 20th century capitalism,
as the capitalists are liter-
ally forced together in order
to increase efficiency and
counter the tendency of the
rate of profit to fall.

The past few years have
also seen a wave of mer-
ger activity in Great Brit-
ain. It is a necessity for
British capitalism to stream-
line and modernize its indus-
try in order for British ex-
ports to compete on the world
market. U,S, industry, though
technically far in advance of
British, also faces increased
problems on the world mar-
ket, particularly from West
Germany and Japan. The
U.S. trade surplus dropped to
almost zero in 1968, the low-
est figure in 31 years. Thus
the merger trend accelerates
in the U.S. for the same rea-
sons as it does in Britain.

UNIONS

Mergers mean unemploy-
ment and speedup, as the em-
ployers seek to push labor
costs down. The trade uni-
ons are going to be facing
more and more direct attacks
on this front. So far they
have been shielded by the
tremendous wealth and power
of U.S. capital, but this is
changing quickly. In the U.S,
and throughout the capitalist
world the employers are mov-
ing together in larger and
larger aggregates as the
stronger swallow up the weak-
er within each country in or-
der to do battle internation-
ally. They are following the
same path they have followed
historically in preparationfor
crisis and world recession,

Now there is talk of a Fed-
eral Trade Commission in-

vestigation of the merger
trend. This is so much win-
dow dressing. Whatever gov-
ernmental intervention takes
place, we can be sure it will
be aimed toward aiding and
guiding the concentration of
capital in the long range in-
terests of the employers and
against the working class.
This is clear from the work
of the Industrial Reorganiza-
tion Corporation in Great
Britain which has, quite sim-
ply, poured government money
and other aid into the cam-
paign of the British capitalists
to improve their position in-
ternationally and to take on
the British workers in the
process,

BANKS

Recently Congressman
Wright Patman complained a-
bout the growing influence of
commercial banks in other
areas of the economy. It
seems for example that nine
of the 12 largest banks in the
country, with deposits in the
tens of billions of dollars,
are connected through hold-
ing companies with such other
sectors as transportation,
real estate, manufacturing,
mining, petroleum, agri-
culture and insurance.

Patman talks about the un-
due influence of the banks as
though it were a new pheno-
menon and can be reversed
by the proper legislation. Of
course it is not new and no
legislation can control it,
though there are frictions be-
tween different sections ot
the bourgeoisie regularly
aired by Patman, which re-
quire negotiation and resolu-
tion.

What
imperialist

is characteristic of
development,

however, is that the old dis-
tinctions between industrial
and finance capital are part-
ly broken down as the role
of finance capital becomes
greater and greater., It is
finance capital which runs the
U.S. and the world economy;
it is the world bankers who
make the important decisions
in the face of the deepening
crisis, though internal andin-
ternational rivalries compli-
cate and for that very reason
accentuate the crisis.

POWER

The supremacy of finance
capital goes hand in hand with
the greater concentration of
capital, as thebanks acquire
more and more assets and
overall control. The talk of
the growing power of the banks
is significant, coming at the
same time as the ever-grow-
ing wave of mergers. This
is an acceleration of the un-
derlying processes of the cap-
talist economy, a response
to growing problems and pre-
paration for full-scale de-
pression. It is a complete
confirmation of Lenin’s theory
of imperialism, against all
those who claim to have dis-
covered some supposedly new
or different fundamental feat-
ures in the world economy.
This includes the revisionists
such as Ernest Mandel, with
their talk of neo-capitalism
as a new and completely dif-
ferent stage of capitalism be-
yond imperialism., What we
see in reality is a deepening
of the essential contradictions
of imperialism, and the dev-
elopment of the capitalistcri-
sis which can only be re-
solved through the socialist
revolution,

'BY A BULLETIN CORRESPONDENT
TORONTO-The February
13th trial of Robert Sherwood
ended with a resounding vic-
tory. The case against Sher-
wood was dismissed. An ap-
peal by the Canadian govern-
ment is possible but is con-

sidered very unlikely.

Sherwood had been charged
under section 50f of the Can-
adian Immigration Act with
knowingly falsifying his immi-
gration questionnaire uponen-
try into Canada 19 months ago,
by failing to list on it con-
victions received during civil
rights activities in Chicago
in 1963 and 1965. Convic-
tion on this charge probably
would have led to deportation
proceedings against Sher-
wood, a draft resister and an
active socialist and member
of the Toronto branch of the
Canadian Workers League.

DISMISSED

The case was dismissed by
Provincial Judge G.B.Greene,
who stated that he accepted
Sherwood’s statement that he
had not knowingly falsifiedthe
immigration form because he
did not consider the Chicago
convictions to be for ‘‘crimin-
al offenses’’, Judge Greene
went turther in his decision,
¢riticizing the Immigration
Department for not defining

its terms in asking pro-
spective immigrants about
criminal convictions, and

stating that the prosecution
had not proven its case.
Sherwood’s lawyer, Mr,
Paul Copeland, had empha-
sized that Sherwood’s arrest
record consisted solely of ar-
rests for political activities
and did not involve ‘‘moral
turpitude.’”” Copeland asked
the court what would be done
with an immigrant who had
merely spoken against a to-
talitarian regime andhadbeen
imprisoned. Should such an
immigrant consider thisacri-
minal conviction, or shouldhe
consider that the real crimi-
nal is the regime which im-
prisons its political oppo-

nents ?
WITNESS

As its sole witness thepro-
secution called a member of
the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police who had questioned
Sherwood several months ago,
The RCMP officer, under de-
fense cross-examination,
made no attempt to prove that
Sherwood’s arrest record
showed criminal convictions,

The early victory in this
case is an inspiring confir-
mation of the correctness of
the aggressive legal and pol-

itical campaign waged by the

P

Committee to Defend Robert
Sherwood. In just over two
months this Committee enlist-
ed over 70 sponsors, includ-
ing a large number of active
trade unionists, as well as
university faculty and leading
members of student, radical
and antiwar organizations.
Hundreds of signatures onpe-
titions protesting the charge
against Sherwood were for-
warded to Canadian Prime
Minister Trudeau. Hundreds
of dollars were raised as a
beginning step in insuring that
this case was fought and ap-
pealed to the highest level if
necessary, and a protest de-
monstration which sent a
strong letter of protest to Tru-~
deau was held at the Canadian
Consulate in New York.
POLITICAL

The early acquittal does
not in any way contradict the
view expressed in the found-
ing statement of the Commi-
ttee, which clearly labeledthe
charge a political attack and
which guided the Committee
in fighting back politically.
As the founding statement
said, ‘‘This case involves far
more than draft resistance or
the Vietnam War, Canadian
Prime Minister Trudeau has

publicly expressed his fear of

2 P

social unrest spilling over
from the U.S. into Canada.
The Rand Commission Report
is a direct attack on the Can-
adian trade unions. 1In the
U.S., the incoming Nixon Ad-
ministration is preparing to
continue attacks on black mi-
litants, radicals andthe entire
working class movement,
This prosecution is apolitical
attack and it must be answered
politically. The plans of the
Canadian and U.S, rulers must
be exposed and the broadest
support possible wonfor Sher-
wood on this basis.’’

The political nature of the
attack 1is further confirmed
by a report in the Toronto
Telegram on the very same
day on which Sherwood’s case
was decided. Telegram col-

umnist Ron Haggart reports
on various telephone calls
which the RCMP has made
to several welfare department
officials, inquiring whether
¢‘draft dodgers, or young Am-
erican immigrants generally,
were presenting any problem,
as a major factor in welfare
costs.”” Not a single Amer-
ican on welfare has beenfound.
Haggart goes on to suggest
that the RCMP is probably
looking for propaganda, to

imply that draft resistershave -

LE

PRI

ibecome a great burden on

he public by going on welfare
and to prepare a political
witchhunt,

There are significant forces
within the Canadian govern-
ment and ruling class moving
rapidly to the right, and
searching for scapegoats as
they move, Thus the Sher-
wood case is clearly no ac-
cident. Moves taken against
draft resisters today will ex-
tend tomorrow to other immi-
grants and very soon toCana-
dain workers and student mili-
tants, and especially to the
trade unions as the crisis

deepens.
FIGHT

The Committee to Defend
Robert Sherwood stands ready
to take up the fight again
in case the government should
decide to appeal the verdict
or to continue harrassment
of Sherwood in other ways.

We urge all of our supporters
to come to the defense of all
those in the student and work-
ing class movement who come
under attack.

We want to thank all of our
supporters and sponsors for
the aid they have given. We
also want to express our ap-
preciation to Mr. Paul Cope-
land for his able legal ser-
vices, and to the National
Emergency Civil Liberties
Committee for its advice and
encouragement, Co
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LONGO’S CROC

BY DENNIS O'CASEY

Addresses delivered by Italian Communist
Party head Luigi Longo and other party iead-
ers at Bologna this month, scene of the party’s
12th national conference, have been completely
dominated by biting denunciations of the August
Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia.

On the one hand, the Italian party heads des-
perately want to avoid an open break with Mos-
cow. This is why they identify with and praise
the ¢‘sense of responsibility’’ of the Prague lea-
ders 1in capitulating to Moscow and why they
acquiesce themselves to the call for a Soviet
world conference later this year. At the same
time they are absolutely forced to take up cud-
gels on the Czech issue to the point of vitrio-
lic attacks on Moscow,

RIFT

The sharpness of the rift with Moscow at
Bologna was reflected in the contrast between
wild ovations afforded the Czech delegate and the
stony reception given his Russian counterpart
as well as virulent open attacks on the Italians
coming from Polish and East German repres-
entatives and the clandestine dissemination of
polemical material to rank and filers by the
Russians.

The fact is, however, that the opposition of
the Belgian, French, British, and Italian CP’s
to the Czech invasion did not arise out of con-
sideration for the interest of the Czech or in-
ternational working class. The stand of the
Stalinists in these countries represented in the
main a pragmatic adaptation upon the part of
these - parties to the exigencies of maintaining
close relations with their respective national
bourgeoisies, This is the real meaning behind
Longo’s reaffirmation of the ¢‘‘Italian road to
socialism’’ and his defense of polycentrism in
the Communist camp.

In each of these countries the Stalinists, bas-
ing themselves upon theories of peaceful and
parliamentary roads to socialism, have played
so consistently a reformist role that the bour-
geoisie has been able to tolerate their growth
and integration into the existing bourgeois frame-
work as parties of loyal opposition.

AUTHORITY
In a country like the United States the pre-
dominant source of authority of the CP lies in
its ties to Moscow, its identification however
false with the October Revolution. In Italy on
the other hand the authority of the CP over
4,520,000 members, 25% of the electorate as
well as its control of dozens of Tusco-Emili-
an cities and towns, CGIL (Communist and So-
cialist run Trade Union Federation), and the
League of Cooperatives rests predominately upon
the delicate opportunist relations between the
CP and the parties of the Center Left coalition

and in particular the Socialists,
The stand on Czechoslovakia arose out of
national considerations of preserving the party

RN cond 8 SRR S SRS
LUIGI LONGO ADDRESSES CP CONGRESS
apparatus in Italy at the very moment when this
apparatus is desperately required to contain the
new upsurge in the Ttalian and European work-
ing class within the bounds of reformism.

UNREST

In past months Italy has been wracked with
worker and student unrest. This has included
numerous one day general strikes as well as
battles with Italian police in dozens of cities.
As recent February 5th over 90% of the Ital-
ian work force subject to the strike call of
the three major labor federations went out on
a one day action in support of upward revision
of the state pension allowances. This was fol-
lowed on February 12th by a strike of 5 million
workers in private industry against a gevern-
ment backed system of lower pay scales in un-
derdeveloped areas.

As we have pointed out in earlier articles
the resurgence of the Italian labor movement is
directly bound up with the fact that the Italian
working class has failed to participate in the Ita-
lian prosperity of recent years, In so much as
there has been prosperity, it has been prosper-
ity for the Italian capitalists and ‘‘bookkeeping’’
prosperity in the sense that by holding down
wages Italian capitalism has built up gold re-
serves exceeded only by the U,S. and West Ger-
many, However, now at the very moment that
the Italian working class has decided that it is
time that they partook of the affluence they have
created in past years, Ttalian capitalism is faced

ODILE TEARS FOR CZECHS

with the competitive squeeze arising out of the
general European and American monetary crisis
and can hardly afford any concessions.

All of this has led not only to sharper class
struggle on the economic plane but has found
a sharp political expression in the continuing
crisis besetting the Center Left coalition since
June, 1968.

BANKRUPTCY

The bankruptcy of Ttalian Stalinism in the face
of these developments was nowhere better ex-
pressed than in the strategy laid down at Bol-
ogna by party Secretary Longo. Precisely at
a time when the TItalian bourgeoisie is finding
it increasingly difficult to rule through the tra-
ditional parliamentary democracy, Longoproposes
a program of reformist demands to be backed
by a course of harassment, strikes, mass dem-
onstrations, parliamentary obstructionism, etc.
aimed at the shaky Center Left coalition, At
the same time he holds out the illusion that
such a course will lead to the peaceful and con-
stitutional accession to power of a Communist
majority and CP government.

We say, on the contrary, that the break up
of the Center Left coalition in Italy will be sup-
erceded not by a government of the CP but by
a bonapartist dictatorship unless there develops
within the Italian working class a party prepared
to utilize the developing crisis within the bour-
geois parties as well as the strike movement
for the revolutionary seizure of state power in
the next period.

Such a party can no more be constructed
from the standpoint of the ultra-left anarcho-
syndicalist and new left currents with which
Longo took issue at Bologna, forces which es-
sentially deny the problem of state power, any-
more than from the pacifist illusions of Longo
himself. The only prognosis for Italy must be
the construction of a party of the Fourth Inter-
national which alone can succeed in uniting all
sections of the Italian working class together
with the Ttalian students and focusing all these
struggles on the problem of state power.

IDENTITY

It is precisely to head off the possibility of
any such independent development within the Ital-
ian working class that Longo and the Italian CP
must preserve the wide authority of the CP even
though this means a rift with Moscow over the
Czech events.

When analyzed thus from the standpoint of
the working class, the policies worked out in
Moscow and Bologna are seen to be complemen-
tary and identical. In Czechoslovakia the con-
tainment of the working class required the Stal-
inists to undertake an armed intervention. In
Italy the containment of the working class requires
opposition to this intervention. But the funda-
mentally counterrevolutionary aims of the two

policies are identical and equally in the interest
of world imperialism.

SPANISH CLASS STRUGGLE DEEPENS DESPITE REPRESSION

At the end of January the
Franco regime imposed its
emergency police power act
to deal with the deepening
economic and political crisis
in Spain, part of the crisis
which is sweeping the whole
of Europe. This decree rep-
resented a sharp turn to the
right by the government which
over the past few years has
moved towards liberalization,
allowing various reformist
forces to enter into the gov-
ernment,

Central to this reaction by
the government has been the
resistance and offensive of
the working class in Spain.
This is seen clearly in Spain
today. Despite the passage of
the police powers act, 19,000
workers have closed down the
plants in Bilboa in the Bas-
que area. The main indus-
trial area of Spain. The

strike is being led by under- .

ground strike committees in-
dependent of the state con-

trolled official trade unions
or syndicates,

PICKLE

The spirit of the workers
is unbreakable. As one work-
er put it seeing three work-
ers entering a struck plant:
‘‘Scabs-we will hang them,”’
And about the gray-uniformed
police in the area, he said,
‘‘The grays, the grays, we
will pickle them on trays.”

This determined spirit of
the workers can only be con-
trasted to the betrayals of
the Communist Party and its
leaders in the unions. The
Communist Party has fought
in Spain to stop the strikes
and get the workers to accept
the moves by the government,
During the period of libera-
lization, the CP has sought
to ingratiate itself with the
Franco regime seeking a few
crumbs from its table.

The workers have seen
things quite differently and

have sought to build a new
leadership represented by the
clandestine  strike commit-
tees.

The struggles in Spain are

part of the general upheavals
occurring throughout Europe
which are a result of the
crisis of European and world
capitalism and the resistance

of the working class to any
and all measures taken by the
capitalists and their state to
save their fast decaying sys-
tem.

IMPERIALISM MOVES TO DIVIDE CONGO SPOILS

AR MCRamara OlgiIIQOI’S deal wummmmummummmm————

A deal is presently in the
works for the final distribu-
tion among the imperialist na-
tions of the spoils from the
Congo. This is the mean-
ing of the trip by Robert
McNamara, former Secretary
of Defense and present head
of the World Bank, to Brus-
sels following a visit to the
Congo as part of a general
African tour,

The background for the trip
was the defeat by the U.S.-
supported central Congolese

. government of the Belgian-
" supported Katangese rebellion

with the UN’s help some time

back., As a result the rich
holdings of the Belgian firm
Union Miniere were takenover
by the government, In this
way American capital has be-
come dominant throughout the
Congo.

Now the question is tothrow
some crumbs to the Belgian
imperialists so that the im-
perialist exploitation of the
Congo can move along
smoothly. To accomplish this
McNamara is using as bait
the possibility of a large loan
to the Congo. In return he
wants a settiement for Union
Miniere which will give this

firm part of the $800 million
in cash it wants plus a share
in annual copper revenues,
The U.S., of course, will con-
tinue to have the madin econo-
mic dominance in the Congo.

THIEVES

The thieves may fall out as
they did in the Congolese-Ka-:
tanga War but they are quite
capable of coming to terms
once again. Either way the
people of the Congo lose--
until such time as they throw
out all the imperialists not
only from the Congo but from
the whole African continen.,
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sds labor expels trotskyists

LYN MARCUS EXPELS THOSE HE CANNOT ANSWER POLITICALLY
SPECIAL TO THE BULLETIN

NEW YORK-- The SDS La-
bor Committee, _led by L.
Marcus, has expelled all
members and supporters of
the Workers League as ‘‘dis-

TROOPS

BY PAT CONNELLY

The National Guard arrived
on the campus of the Univer-
sity on Wisconsin at Madison
riding in jeeps mounted with
machine guns. They were
called up by the Governor
Warren P, Knowles, onthe re-
commendation of the school
administration and the Mayor
of Madison, on February 13th
to put down a strike by stu-
" dentu in support of demands
raised by Negrostudents. The
Guardsmen patrolled the cam-
pus with fixed bayonets, sta-
tioning themselves inside and
outside of buildings.

Students have demonstrated
for over a week in support
of the demands. Over 1,500
demonstrators tried to picket
buildings on the 13th, and in
response to the calling in of
the National Guards, their
ranks swelled to 5,000.

The students marched from
the campus to the State Cap-
itol chanting ‘On Strike, Shut
It Down.’”” National Guards-
men and local police armed
with riot equipment broke up
groups of students, using tear
gas and clubs. When some
of the teaching assistants at
Madison refused to teach in
support of the strike, they
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ruptors.’’ The expulsion took
place at a rump session of
the group after WL members
and supporters had left.

In the session prior to the
expulsion long time SDS La-

WORKERS LEAGUE
CALLED ‘DISRUPTERS’

bor Committee member Tom
Gordon had presented a pa-
per criticizing the group for
abandoning the struggle for the
revolutionary party and adapt-
ing in a reformist way to the
current level of struggle
among students, workers and
blacks. The SDS Labor Com-
mittee refused to discuss the
paper. Clearly the expulsion
was their way of answering
the political critique.
DISCUSSION

For some months now
Workers League members and
others have been pressing for
a serious discussion within the
Committee of its theories and
political practice. It is this
struggle for a serious dis-
cussion which SDS Labor and
L. Marcus consider ‘‘disrup-
tive,’’

In the meantime the Com-
mittee has been moving fast
to the right, After first op-
posing the black nationalists
for using community control
to break the teachers strike
today it seeks alliances with
the black nationalists on the

basis of the black nationalist
program,  After months of
work in the Garment Center
and among other unions the
Committee has failed to win

over a single worker remain-
ing an intellectual middie

class sect.

At a time when students in
large numbers are recogni-
zing, if in a confused way,
the need for a revolutionary
party, SDS Labor is complete-
1y opposed to such a concept-
ion., L, Marcushimself comes
from the Socialist Workers
Party while the rest of the
leadership comes from Pro-
gressive Labor. The Commi-
ttee members at no time have
made a serious study of their
own political past,

So today they carry on the
methods of both groups in
using organizational means to
squelch a political opposition
They carry forward all the
weaknesses of the groups they
have broken from with none
of their strengths. They re-
present a right wing break
from the SWP and Pl and
rather than posing a revolu-
tionary alternative, contribute
to the confusion of the new
student radicals.

ATTACK STUDENTS IN MADISON

were threatened with loss of
their assistantship stipends.

The demands raised were
essentially the same type as
those raised at Brandeis and
San Francisco State, that is,
more Negro admissions,more
Negro teachers, adegreepro-
gram in Negro studies admin-
istered by Negroes.

As we have written in the
BULLETIN before, those slo-
gans are separatist andnatio-

nalist in character-they tend
to divide students on racial
lines on the university campus
and in the rest of society.
Nevertheless, they call down
the armed might of the state
and the ruling class, which
feels threatened by any kind
of militancy and unrest on the
campus, We defend the stu-
dents unconditionally against
the intervention and brutality
of the police and National
Guard.

The students, however, are
without a program. They un-
fortunately are in a position
that even if they win demands
such as a Black Studies De-
partment (as has happened on
many campuses in recent
months) they lose, because
they have no perspective, no
program for uniting students

in a common struggle with |

the only other section of soc-
iety which is capable of chang-
ing society, the working class,

ARMY PANICS
OVER MUTINY

Last week the Army
convicted three soldiers

ages 21, 20, and 26 to
14-16 years at hard labor
for their participation in
a “‘mutiny’’.  They are
three of 27 men who stag-
ed a sit-down work stop-
page at the stockade at
Presidio, a large army
installation in  October
to protest the fatal shoot-
ing of a fellow prisoner
and the deplorable con-
ditions in the military
jail.  The rest of the 27
men are yet to be tried
but it is expected they
will receive similar sen-
tences.

These incredibly harsh
sentences the
frenzy with which the
military is reacting to
the growing dissent with-
in the armed forces to
the Vietnam war. These
victims of state repress-
ion must have the all
out support of the entire
The Viet-
nam war which is being
perpetrated in the
ests of U.S.
is against the interests
of the workers in the U.S.
as well as the workers
and peasants in Vietnam.
It is clear that the rulers
of this country and their
military arm will stop at
nothing to continue this

indicate

working class.

inter-
imperialism

murder.

New Struggles Erupt in India and Pakistan

recent triumphant
general strike in Pakistan to-
gether with the sweeping vic-
tory of the United Front par-
ties in India’s industrial West
Bengal province indicate the
impact the world crisis ishav-
ing in the underdeveloped
countries,

In West Bengal, a province
which includes Calcutta, aco-
alition of left parties led by
the left Communists, associa~
ted with China, won a sweep-
ing victory against the ruling
Congress Party and now has
firm control of the govern-
ment, At the same time a
mammoth movement has

swept Pakistan in opposition
to President Ayub Khan, who
rests on the military and U.S.
imperialism, Ageneral strike
called by a maverick liber-
al Ali Bhutto was totally ef-
fective, virtually the entirely
economic life of the country
stood still, and AyubKhan was
forced to release his impri-
soned opponents granting
some democratic reforms.
This illustrates the revolu-
tionary spirit which is sweep-
ing the entire Indian continent
right across the partitionlines
left by British imperialism, In
the forefront of the struggles
in both Pakistan and India has

the Fourth International.
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been the renewed militancy of
the working class. This il-
lustrates once again the key
role of the working class in
the socialist revolution in the
colonial countries andthepro-
found crisis these countries
have been thrown into as a
result of deepening crisis in
the metropolitan countries.
The real need today in In-
dia and Pakistan is a revo-
lutionary Marxist leadership.
Even the Left Communists,
openly supported by the Chi-
nese, have revealed their
complete bankruptcy almost
immediately after the election
returns came in. Jyoti Basu,

head of the Left Communists,
has made clear the new gov-
ernment intends to do nothing
to hurt the capitalists, <‘We’re
not mad, We don’t want fac-
tories to close down and peo-
ple to become unemployed’’,
he stated. ¢Not bad’’, com-
mented B.M. Birla, chairman
of Hindustan Motors, one of
the largest firms in the pro-
vince. '

The great revolutionary e-
vents which are coming in the
metropolitan  and colonial

countries will gruffly sweep
these fakers aside andprepare
the way for the construction
of real Marxist parties

s ———
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