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BY MELODY FARROW
Nixon's visit to Moscow, now underway as sche- :
*duled, is the sharpest warning that the Stalinist bu- -
reaucracy is preparing a deal to take away the vie- -
tories of the Vietnamese liberation fighters and to B
‘come to terms with U.S. imperialism. :

have shown decisively -that
faced with the open threat of
war by the United States and
the most brutal escalation of
the hombing of the North in
-the history of the war, they
are willing o sacrifice the

workers-and peasants to pre-
servépeacefi]l co-exis-
tence” with imperialism.
Only a week before the visit,
massive bombing raids were

and the dikes of the Red River

threat to the entire avea.

On Monday, it was revealed
that the inland rivers of North
Vietnam had also been roined and
on Tuesday U.S. bombers cut the
main fuel pipeline from the
North to Quang Tri provinee.

SUPPRESSED -

Despite -this, the Stalinist bu-

reaucracy has done everything to

give an impression of calm in

- preparation for Nixon's visit; and

has consciously suppressed news

that “would anger the Soviet
working ¢lass.

Prosecution Attorney Harris is shown in Bullefin drawing passing out evidence for examination by jury
durmg the Angela Davis trial in California. On the right, a jurist is examining one of the guns.
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Where Wallace Really Stand S

The Soviet bureaucrats -

struggle "of the Vietnamese -
Nixor and “the -Soviet  bureau-
cracy were already smoothing
the road for the trip to Moscow. -

carried out throughowt Vietham”

were hit, posing a eritical flood |

The report of the North Vlet-

namese information agency that’ ..
a Russian sailor was killed after
a raid on a port near China. was’
never mentioned by the Soviet

press. A Soviet freighter; Grisha-

Akopyan, was severely damaged

by a fragmentation bomb in one
of these raids. -
In the midst of these attaak&

The New York Times pub-

lished a report May 14th guoting
Washingfon - sources -

mines - "in - the
North Vietnam harbors were "
1o be de-activated the day of .
arrival. The mines, of -
the magnetic type, were spe- -
cifically chosen hecause they.

reliable
that - ‘the

Nixon's

turn themselves off per-
manently after so. many days,
thus teaving the door open for the
Stalinists to back down. -

The New York Times also re-
ported that ships were now:
raoving into Haiphong harbor and -
that North Vietnam was clearmg
the mines away. ‘

An unnamed Soviet official
also revealed that the Soviet

{Continued On Page 18)
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Direcffmm Alabama

“I’m sick of attacks on the free en-
terprise system.” These are the
words of George C. Wallace, whose
campaign in the presidential pri-
maries poses one of the greatest
dangers ever faced by the American

working class.

At a time .when the crisis of in-
ternational capitalism has brought class
relations to the breaking point and has
created the conditions for a decisive con-
frontation between employers and workers
in this country, the most rabid reactionary

Bulletin reporters David North and Bruce McKay recently fravelied fo Mabma, the sfate whlch G«earge Waﬂace L
has governed for eight of the last 10 years. Their research uncovered the real Wallace record which the self-styled
“friend of the working man’’ has atiempted to hide. The following articie is the firstof a series which wil expose
where George Watlace really stands on the issues confronting the working class,

forces are gathering around Wallace to
spearhead the attacks on the frade unions
and to deprive the working class of its
hard-won rights.

In the primaries that have been held this year,
George Wallace has received the votes of thousands
of workers. Using the one basic speech that he has
delivered across the couniry since 1968, he re-
gularly denounces big business, high taxes in-
flation and unemployment.

Wallace has sought to build his movement by ca-

pitalizing on the frustrations of the middle class and

the hatred of the working class for the two bank-
rupt parties of American capitalism—the De-

aSSanIt on its standard of hvmg

The trade union bureaucracy collapsed before the
Wallace tide. In the state of Michigan, practically -
the home of the United Auto Workers, the Wood-
- cock leadership conceded the primary to Waﬂace

- weeks before the voting took place.

Except for flailing its arms now and then for

‘Humphrey or McGovern, the bureaucracy shmg—

g}ed its shonlders at the “inevitable’” Walidce w::—
ry.

But Wallace could have been stopped in chh1gan
as well as in every other state where he has cam-~

paigned. The heavy burden of blame for the suc--

cess of the Wallaceite movement must rest with the

trade. uniou bureancracy which has attempted to; '

defeat it by backing the reformist wing of the De-~
mocrats and the Republicans—responsible for the hc lgarty 5

with whom the warkmg class
ltwﬁmedeageﬁ ST
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Engineering woi'kers sitiin- at plant in Britain. Thousands of engmeefs in other areas have sat-in
already for wage increase. This is fhe first time in London and expresses growth of militant movement,

fffTory

Court Demands

Unions Oust Militants

BY MELODY FARROW

With the bureaucracy of the British Trades Union Congress retreatmg all
down the line, the Tory government of Edward Heath is hitting the British and that regions outside the ca-
working class with every vicious provision of the Industrial Relations Act.
- Every single blow is a provocatlon to brmg the conflict between the govern-
- ment and _the unions to a head.

.. The. Natlonal
Relatlons Court, after a far-

- cical hearing on the rail un-

ions appeal, proceeded to set

Up a compulsory ballot of the ‘countries for increased markets

" rank -and file to determine

-~ whether or not they support -
further action for their wage .

" .demands.
In another decmon the Court

*‘has ordered the Transport and -
. ‘General Workers Union to discip-

line the dock union shop stewards
“who have réfused to -call ‘off a

““boycott of container ships. ,This'

“deadline - will ‘coincide with the

“itarget date for a natlonal dock‘

o m‘lke o
" The: Natlonal Industnal Rela-
tmnq -Act 'is mot just any - -anti-

union bills It goes way -beyond
...~ laws -such-as. the Taft-Hart]ey in .-

+ the United States by ripping up
~‘and destroymg every basic trade

late’ them into a corporate state

~in which they would jbe trans:
“'formed into ‘impotent’ appen::

dages. of the capitalist state.

The. Tories know that these

actions will provoke a-general

+o . strike-and-‘a showdown.with-the
~ - working class. They areforced to
_:do this not out of strength but be- -

* cause British capitalism is now -

“faced with collapse. ~
“The .crisis. of world capltahsm

fmds its sharpest expression in - ‘

Industrial

- ‘union right British workers have -
won. 1t is the instrument to-
deetroy trade unions and assimi- "

Britain today.. Up untll World
War-1, it was the leading capi-

_talist ‘power in the world with
- vast colonial empires. Today, the

frantic” drive of all ecapitalist

and profits has placed the out-
‘moded - industries of ‘Britain m
the weakest position.

" Nixon is determined to foist the :

burden of -this crisis as much. as

' pnwble on the backs of the Euro-
pean 'capitalists by demandmg -

concessions that will worsen the

‘position of the British economy. -

:The decision of Nixon'and Con-

- nally to hold off a return'to gold
‘convertibility- of . the dollar- re--

questéd by leading international

“hankers -is .an attempt to save

time before a direct confronta-

_tion"with the' American working

class, even at the expense of the
threat of monetary collapse..
Nixon’s actions have forced the

British ruling class to take on an
-immediate war ‘against the
warking. class. The National. In--
‘dustrial Relations Act 'is the
weapon with which they seek to -
_ reorganize mdustxy in prepara-

tion for, Common . Market “entry

and mternatlonal trade war s

“The. attack facing the British

working class today is what'the -

American: workers - will face m
the near future.: ‘
~The. kind of partla] conees-

'sions to. the working class that
“were made in the miners’strike
_are no. longer possnble as the -

“TOI'IES face: a worsening eco-

nomic situation. They must now
make a sharp and sudden attack
on the working class in order to
deal it a decisive defeat. '
Industrial production continues

to fall and the balance of pay- .

ments is still declining. The price
of exports went up while the
‘volume ‘of exports went -down.
The British press is openly .
predicting another devaluatlon of
the pound.” -~ T

The conditions: that the Torles
want to-impose on the working

. class can be seen by the. prece-

dent :which: they have invoked in
establishing the Industrlal Rela- -
tions Act. ‘

The action agamst the rebel-
lious shop stewards is based on .
the Taff Vale Act of 1901.

This act, named for the defeat
of a rail strike in South Wales by
the Taff Vale Railway Company,

‘established - restrictions “on “the

right to picket and 'sanctioned
government action agamst the
trade ‘unions. " .
This:.action: spm;red the "
development ‘of -the. British :
Labour Party in 1906 and in that -
year, the Liberal’ government
passed the Trades’ Dlspute Act -

~which dissolved all the vicious =
“statutes of the Taff Vale. -

Thus, today the Tories seek not
just a general strike situation -
like 1926 when the issue was a -

wage ¢ e cut, but a returnto a perlod

(Continued On Page 18)

Israeh Labor Rejects Confrols

BYOURFOREIGN
CORRESPONDENT
Followmg a: meetmg on

May 16 with the President of
7 Israel; the head of Hlstadrut
~“Israel’s ~dominant labor

* ‘organization, announced- the

- -withdrawal of his resignation
.- as the union’s Secretary gene- -

" ral. The resignation; -an-
* nounced two days before as a

_protest ‘against govern-.
- “mental - mterventlon ‘against
s ijthe unions, provoked anangry .
. reaction from’ the working -

chass

L drut leader received thousands
‘of ‘telegrams" from shop
& stewards workers commlttees

Ttzhak Ben Aharon, the Hlsta-f

and labor leaders supportmg

. 'hlm Several sympathy strikes

‘were ‘called and -the threat  of
massive industrial action which

‘the government was ill-prepared -

to-meet at the moment led it to
seek a conmhatwn thh the
Hletadrut leader;

~The.conflict began over con-
, tra ct negotlatlons inprivate agri--
vculture ‘The Histadrut had autho- ",

rized ‘a strike when the govern-

ment, stepped in with a “compro~ E

mise’ settlement,
:~The: “purpose of this - was 1o

“preserve “the ‘‘anti-inflation’ -
guidelines .of no wage increases:
- over six percent to the end of 1973 -
~agreed to by the ‘government,
/industry and the Histadrut itself.
Behind the working class erup- -
: tmn sparked by the resignation is

. growmg dlssatlsfactmn w1th the ,
-Labor Party (Mapam) inside the

working: class. The government

‘has' said it would rather face
labor ‘nrest than risk a con-
tinued . erosion of the . country’

economlc posmon

F‘or the ‘second successwe

_quarter, the amount of money in .

circulation has risen 15 percent;
opening the prospect -of runaway .

_inflation. The widening split he-
“‘tween ‘the workmg class and its

leadership in Mapam has opened -

“thepossibility of big defections to-,

the left of ‘Mapam .in the next
year's elections. ,

The country’s rulers now. face
the prospect of economic disas-
ter or-a dangerous showdown

__with Israel’s own working class.

Youth Massacre
Triggers Revolt
In Mudagascar

“BY ED SMITH
"The President of Madagascar, Philibert Tsira-
. nana, has handed over full powers to the army chief
" of staff, Gen. Gabriel Ramanantsoa, asking him to
form a new government. Tsiranana’s action came
after brutal governmental repression failed to stem
an upsurge of the island’s workers and students.

Following the announcement, a huge crowd of workers and
students gathered in Tanaanarlve Madagascar’s capital, and
demanded Tsiranana’s remgnatmn

Brigadier General Gilles An-
driamahazo, who had been ap-
pointed military governor of the

capital in the President’s at- .

tempt to suppress the revolt,
tried to buy time by telling the
crowd that the President could
only be removed by referendum

pital area would have to be con-
sulted. The crowd jeered at this
maneuver and leaders ‘stated

. they would be back later for a de-
finite answer to their demands.
The revolt started May 12 when
students, who had been on strike
several weeks demanding anti-

< imperialist reforms at the uni-
versity, were fired.on during a

killed and over 400 wounded. The

students were joined by workers, -

led by the Federation des Syn-
dicats - Malagaches (FISEMA),
demandmg satisfication of eco-
“nomic ‘grievances and an end to
attacks” on- the workmg class
movement,

President Tsiranana has ruled -
the Republic since “‘in- -
dependence’ ‘was  granted in

..1960. His regime has been cha-

; racterized‘ by close ties and eco-

nomic- subservience to France,

-1 the former colonial master. He

has also been in the forefront of
those urging “understandmg” of
- South Africa’s apartheld regime.

One of the main slogans of the
_anti-government movement has
been  ““‘Cooperation agreements
are slave agreements.”” This

-refers to the agreement with-
“France, which provndes for 3500

- French troops to be stationed on
“the island. They have not:so far
intervened against the rebellion.

General Ramanantsoa -
: of Madagascar

demonstration. ‘Thirty-four were-

CP Enters
Government
In Iraq

BY OUR FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENT
The pro-Moscow Com-

‘munist Party of Iraq has

been invited to send two mi-
nisters into the Cabinet of the
ruling Baathist (Arab na-
tionalist) regime. Amer Ab-
dullah, CP deputy general se-
cretary, was named Minister
of State without portfolio, and
Makram Talabani of the Po-
litburo was named Minister of

. Agmculture

The move follows the signing of
an Iraq-ﬁovxet friendship ' pact
April 9 in Moscow. Following the
signing, Soviet leader Alexei
Kosygin visited Iraq and held
conferences with the CP leaders.
The invitation into- the. go-
vernment followed.

The CP has been out of the go-

- vernment sinece 1963. In that year
. the regime of Gen. Abdul Karim

Kassim was overthrown by the
present Baathist rulers. The CP
had partlmpated in his go-
vernment.

ANTI-WORKING CLASS
The bitterly anti-working class

- nationalists of the Baathist party

executed many CP members on

-the spot. Over 800 Communists
were . taken to concentration:

camps in the.-desert or sent to

" Baathist torture chambers.

At the beginning of the year
about 50 CPers were still in jail.
The CP ‘demanded they be li-
berated or their sentences *‘re-
vised.” It also demanded the

‘right to a daily newspaper, which

had been .prohibited by the
regime, and more powers to the
figurehead Cabinet instead of the
Revolutionary. Council, run by

" "the Baathists.

No mention was made of hftmg

- the repression ‘against a rival =

‘Communist-Party faction driven

- underground by the Baathists
whose members are stﬂl bemg
- tortured and executed.

The . Communist Party, with

_‘the full backing of the Kremlin,
. “now enters a regime whese “an—

ti-imperialist” rhetoric covers

- the-most brutal repression of the

working class and the CP itself.

. Just as in 1963 in Irag, as well
as Ceylon and elsewhere since,
the - Stalinists’ ‘ participation - in
these  popular front coalitions

prepares. the way for vicious at-
tacks on the working class.
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No Work Rule Changes On Docks!

BY DAN FRIED

NEW YORK—Representatives of the International Longshoremen’s Associa-
tion (ILA) and the employers shipping association (CONASA) are meeting
today, reportedly to consider what to do about the Pay Board’s rejection of the
wage agreement section of the contract.

According to the decision of
the Pay Board, the first year
wage increase of New York
longshoremen will be reduced
from 70 to 55 cents an hour.

While "the Pay Board has
denied the wage increase won by
the ILA, it has given the shippers
the green light to implement the
new work rules in the contract.
The ILA must demand that the
rules not be implemented until
the full wage increase is
restored. At the same time the

_rank and file must demand that
" the ILA leadership set imme-
diately a strike date to restore

the fight for the restoration of the °

full increase.
Not only has the Pay Board

l\licr.)ormeu-Diougla.‘r.r which makes fat profits off Vietnam War (F-4 Phantom bomber above) used Pay

refused to reconsider the con-
tract, but Arnold Weber, key
spokesman for Nixon on the Pay
Board, has warned against umn-
jons trying to get around the

guidelines of Phase II by holding

off increases until Phase II con-

- trols are relaxed or ended.

GAI
A rumor is being spread on the

.docks that Gleason will argue for

a ‘‘one year contract,” and
accept the wage reduction as
well as the new rules on the
guaranteed income (GAI) that

the shippers got in the new con-

tract. These rules are designed,
by admission of both the
employers and the ILA, to in-

crease profits by millions of
dollars at the expense of the
guarantee!

HIRING

Last week Gleason even
proposed that the union accept
the wage reduction if the em-
ployers would agree to the elimi-
nation of PDO and a return to the
old system of hiring which the
shippers claimed was ‘‘abused.”
The shipping association rejected
this proposal, making clear that
they want it both ways—to make
more money by lowering the
wages, and to force thousands of
men off the docks and beat them
into submission under the new
provisions of the guarantee.

Board to keep wages down as it lays off workers and speeds up lines at St Louis plant.

Talks Stalled At Winchester

NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT—Contract talks are nowunderway at the Winchester Divi-
sion of OIm-Mathleson Corporation, a gun and ammunition manufacturer, and New Haven’s
largest industrial employer. The contract of International Association of Machinists Local 609

..expires July 15.

There have heen 13 negotlatmg
sessions so far, and according to
Mike Rao, president of the local,

" they are making slow progress.
Olin Qorporation’s unyielding
position is expressed in the fact
that talks on economic issues
have not yet begun, but the
sessions have remained on the
level of language.

Three years ago, the union’s

3000 members were on strike for
119 days. The New Haven Re-
- gister called it the *‘longest and
costliest strike in this area.”’ The
strike took place in the context of
the beginning of the current of-
fensive of labor against in-
flation; it was followed by the
General Electric Strike and then
by auto.

Since that strike, Olin Cor-
poration, reportedly in a deep fi-
nancial crisis - because of cut-
backs in defense contracts, has
gone on the offensive to weaken
the union by laying off 1600
workers, or over 50 percent of the
work force! Recently, over 400
workers have been hired back

BY DENNIS BARRETT

and overtime is the order of the
day.

TEMPORARY
Nearly all the rehired workers
told the Bulletin that they

thought this was. temporary. As

one Local 609 member put it:

“I"'m algeady looking for some-
thing else, because I know this
won’t last long. Our contract’s
coming up and that’s why they’ve
hired us back.

The president of the local has
some other thoughts on the
matter however. Rao told the
Bulletin: “‘I think the hiring back
looks permanent. They're going
to try to maintain an increased
work force.”

One of the main issues in this
contract involves the ‘‘Red
Circle’ as it 'did in the last con-
tract. The “‘Red Cirele”” re-
placed the incentive pay formula
or piece work and paid workers
by an average rate. This was at
first opposed by the union in the
last contract, but was com-

promised in the end.

An older worker said:

““The company made a mistake
in the last contract. They put us
on the ‘Red Circle.” Say before
you were making 400 pieces, now
you get paid for that rate, but the

~men aren't making that many

pieces anymore—maybe 200 in-
stead,

“Now the company wants to
insist on a rate. They want a little
more work for the money they’re
giving us. Speed-up.”

This slowing down was the
workers' response to the massive
layoffs and a2 way to spread out
the little work that remained.

COMPROMISE

Instead of this policy of com-
promise, the union must demand
a guarantee that all rehired
workers will be guaranteed jobs
throughout the life of the new
contract. A 30 hour week without
reduction in pay must be in-
stituted if necessary in order to.
achieve this.

The shippers have held off
from portwide PDO for long-
shoremen, for fear that anger by
the ranks over the implemen-
tation of the new rules would
force Gleason to strike against a
Pay Board reduction.

The feeling of militants on the
docks is that with an expected
1500 dockworkers planning
to retire next month under
the early retirement pro-
visions of the contract,

- the new rules will be imple-

mented with portwide PDO and
single hiring halls in each
borough, “‘In order to be able to
debit everyone,”” as one man put
it. He said that they would try to
push people around and create
conditions as bad or worse than
at the Staten Island terminal

which he said is run like a slave

camp.

Another longshoreman told the
Bulletin: “This ‘flexibility’ will
mean, for example, drivers will
be working at any job, in the
hold, or anywhere in the entire
port- that the employers need
them. And then, after you get
through with the job they’ll tell
you to pick up a broom and sweep
up‘l)

RESISTANCE

1t is clear that all attempts to
implement the new work rules

‘will meet with tremendous resis-

tance on the docks. ‘It seems to
me,” said - another longshore-
man, ‘‘the only way you can beat
them is by going out on strike.
You're not going to say, we-want
the 70 cents and-still work for
them. The only way you can hurt
them is by not working. Other
than that, they don’t care.”

Aerospace Betrayal

Forces St.Louis Men
To Accept Guideline

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
ST. LOUIS—A meeting of over 4,000 aerospace
workers from the McDonnell-Douglas plant on May
13 voted to accept a three year contract proposed by

the company.

Workers voted ten {o one to
abide by a contract which ties
them to Nixon’s Pay Board.
The pay hike during the first
year—34 cents an hour—as
well as. those of ‘the sub-
sequent two years are iden-
tical to the *increases ap-
proved by the Board for the
major West Coast aerospace
companies,

All fringe benefits presently
written into the contract are sub-
ject to the approval of the Board.

No doubt this vote was very
pleasing to McDonnell-Douglas.
This company, the largest em-
ployer in the St. Louis area, has
reduced the work force from
22,000 to 12,000 in the past four
years.

Now the company is able to
combine these massive layofis
with holding down the wages of
the remaining workers. There-
fore, the already record prefits
made by the company during the
Vietnam War will be mcreased
even further

BISTORY
" ‘'The history leading up to this
vote ~contains many important
lessons for the labor movement.

The previous contract between:

the International Association of
Machinists (IAM) District 837
and McDonnell-Douglas expired
‘on January 30, 1972. A meeting of
10,000 members of the
machinists on January 9 voted to
go out on strike if their wage
demands were not met by
MecDonnell-Douglas.

The workers were demanding
parity with the West Coast aero-
space workers who had recently
won 12 percent pay hikes from
their respective companies.
Sorne 95 percent of the workers
voted for a strike.

The militancy of the ranks as
expressed by this voie was car-
tailed and diverted when a. dis-
pute broke out over the union
representation.. A rival union
{TEAM} claimed to have the
support of the McDeonnell

workers. Hence the contract vote
had to be postponed until the
representatxonal electxon was
held.

This action by a supposedly

more progressxve union only

weakened the fight against the
bosses as well as divided the St.
Loujs workers from those on the
West Coast.

During this time, the wage hike
negotiated by the TAM and. the
UAW on the West Coast and
agreed to by the companies there
were slashed by the Pay Board.
The Presidents of both these un-
ions were Pay Board members.

However, in spite of their
stated opposition to the class
character of the ‘Pay Board,
these labor leaders remaired on
the Board and channeled the
whole movement of the ranks
into an impotent fight in the
courts as to the legality of the
Pay Board's decision.

WEAKENED _
Hence the failure of the power-

- ful UAW to present any real-

opposition to the Pay Board deci-
sion as well as the objective role
played by TEAM greatly
weakened the bargaining posi-
tion of the IAM District 837 and
forced the acceptance of - the

company’s proposal-on May 13by

- the workers.

This was exactly what the Pay .
Board was counting on through
collaboration with the labor
bureaucracy of the most power-
ful unions. This collaboration
enables the Board to keep down
the wages of workers in the-
weaker unions as well as all’
sections of the working class. In .
this way, the Board seeks fo
break the unions themselves,

At the contract vote, McDon-
nell workers all agreed that the
contract was completely inade-
quate. But as one worker put it: :
“Wecan't fight the Pay Board by
ourselves.” '

The task of uniting labor mto a

. labor party which is able to take

on the government and its Pay
Board is cnt:qa} in this period.




Bricklayers

Fight to Save
7-Hour Day

SPECIAL TO THE
. BULLETIN
BRIDGEPORT, Conn.—
The Bricklayers Union Lo-
cal 2 is entering its
third week of strike action.
The employer is insisting that
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JUE Strike Vofe
Delays GE Plan

For Big Layoffs

| ' BY ABULLETIN REPORTER
BRIDGEPORT CONNECTICUT—Two weeks ago, mem-

bers of Internatlonal Electrical Union Local 203 authorized

strike action against the Wire and Cable Department at Ge-
neral Electric Company here. The strike vote came in re-

"~ . Builletin:

sponse to vicious speed-ups in the plant.

A former shép steward told the

- how bad it was. It makes me mad

just to think of it. They were
pushing us and were on our backs .

all the time.

“You couldn’t even make a

" telephone call, and they even did
away with our coffee breaks.

‘“You wouldn’t believe .

| AFSCME For
Labor Party

BY AN 1164 MEMBER
MINNEAPOLIS—AF-
SCME 1164, University
Employees Union, last
. week passed the following

“resolution:
WHEREAS: AFSCME
1164 is fighting job elimi-
| nation and speed-up in food
~service at a time when
layoff and speed-up has
become the conscious
--policy of..the..government
and employers ‘across the
country;
11164 © is -beginning »nego-‘
~}:contract at a time when
=1 Nixon and his Pay Board
.-are -‘ripping ‘up confracts
“and tfrying to destroy-the.

I ’nvely
"WH E REAS:
| vernment Pay Board
g ‘,threafens to take away the
10 percent: wage increase

ber;
i WHEREAS Nixon's at-
+ I tacks on'the trade unions
““I'“and the threat that Wallace
"I 'posas-to the whole. labor
movement cannot be
fought by a Humphrey or
I McGovern who support the
| attacks on labor; :
BE T RESOLVED.
| 'THAT: AFSCME 1144 de-
g :._'mand AFSCME Inter-
| national immediately call
- a: conferencé of labor to
-.| construct a labor party
- through - which -labor - can
Hfight pplmcally for the:in-

‘class.

" The - lntérnanonal con-"

and Municipal Employees
is being held this week in
-Houston. Jerry Wurf and
I:his bureavcracy -have in-
-vited Humphrey, Muskie, -
‘and McGovern fo give ma-
1 jor speeches. = =
“L- Byt members -of Local
171164 see these men:offer no
"} alternative to either Nixon
“or Wallace. They too stand
_|. on the side of the bosses.
1. Local 1164 has in-
. structed. jts delegate to
- take -the resolution for a
.{: labor -party’ onfo the con-
-1, vention floor.in complete
~.opposition to ?hese {iberal
.| Democrafs.:
}:deémands thus be, labor’s
| answer :to- leon and
V’Wallace L

tiations for its first union

right - to. bargam collec- ‘

"The go-”

for -Minnesota state em-
ployees won Iast Novem—

: ‘terests of the. workmg‘-»

< venhun of -the Amer:can g
‘Federation of State Cnumy .

Local 1164 -

- They were giving warning slips‘

out left and right.”

He said that after the strike au-
thorization the company evi-
dently told the supervisor in-
volved in this to “cool it,”’ and at

this point the harassment seems -
* to have decreased.

GE is trying to avoid a con-
frontation with the IUE ranks at
all costs and has temporarily re-

_treated to prepare for much

bigger attacks. What every
worker at GE knows is that the
entire fan department is sche-
duled to close down shortly which
will affect over 400 workers.

* Although the union leadership
is saying that all the fan workers
“‘will be absorbed into other de-
partments,” the real situation is
that only the older workers will
be placed in other departments.

The workers with little seniority -

will be thrown:into the streets. .

1,400 chemical workers are striking against inhuman WOrkmg con'-
ditions af NL Industries in St. Louis. Full story will appear next week.

- 'BY FRED MUELLER
'NEW YORK—The May 20th conference of the New York
Committee for Trade Union Action and Democracy was a

_This. meeting took place just

- days after the open capitulation
. of .Harry Bridges. to the Pay .
" by labor.”” This,
“after the historic four month
" West-Coast longshore strike and -
*'Wallace had just swept the Mary-

Board’s cut of the increase won

Jand and:Michigan primaries.
“These: developments - demnon-

“strate the absolute urgenCy of the .
1 ‘fight for a labor party in oppo-
~sition to. the partles of blg‘
-business,

‘The CP seeks to hold back the

. ‘fight against the employers at
. “every point. They ran this
- meeting as'a railroad from start
- to finish with the aim of lining up
_support: for the. Democranc,
" “liberals "as’ the electlon ap-
. proaches.

The proposed policy state-

ment, which the conference

- organizers at first tried to have -

“NCR chlef° Fire 8,000

“BYA BULLETIN REPORTER

o

DAYTON——The newly ap-

'pomted president of National -
‘Cash~ Register,
‘Anderson;-last week brazenly
“called for a mass job liquida- -
tion program to solve the
‘company $ economic crisis.

William

The Dayton NCR. workers or-

“ganized into UAW " Local 1616
“recently “won a' minimal wage

‘and- fringe benefit increase, The

“Pay Board has. just approved a

reduced version of the agree-

~-ment, delaying some of the

fringe benefits for one year. This

. paltry ‘increase is. viewed as
~disastrous by NCR and they

have. appointed a new boss to
solve this problem. L

- Anderson spelled out the solu— :
‘tion - clearly—‘“more - complete

automatxon and decentrahzatlon
is necessary not. only in-the
~search for lower wage rates but
for” more “efficient usé of
- materials.” Thls spokesman of

“'years,
Sworkers,

_ sharp reflection of the Communist Party’s crisis in the face of
" ‘the tremendous upsurge of class- struggle internationally.

~adopted -without any discussion -
" whatsoever, speaks of ‘‘the need

for independent‘ political “action
it explained,

meant the fight for ‘‘a coalition -

of labor, Blacks, Puerto Ricans,

““Chicano . people, -of - youth _and'
women,  of all” who wish to ad-
vance the ‘cause of peace, eco-
nomic security, equality and

. social progress. Such a coalition-

can make its imprint felt within

and outside the major parties.”
-Cbnérete]&, this hoiifcj state--

ment called for enthusiastic sup-

port for Congresswoman Bella -
Abzug and State Legislators

Sidney kVon Luther and Arthur :

Eve. -

When the CP talks about in-
dependent ‘political action, it
means nothing of the kind. In 1972
it means to support McGovern or

corporate. power openly at-

‘tempts fo pit American workers

: agam'at ‘Japanesé workers.

“He states: “‘Japanese are diffe-

'rent hard " workmg, easy to
teach, but we’re counting on U.S. "

leadership.in technology.”” Then
he proposed new technology to
wipe out thousands of jobs both in
Japan-and the U.S.:
nology  such ‘as” the electronic

- cash register, . which' will be
~produced: initially in Japan will

bring’ about -a ‘change in NCR

-employment rolls.”’

- 'This program will cut Dayton s
NCR work force in half in three

accordmg to - the
business editor of the Daxly
News

The; situatroﬁ at NCR ralses

. "aharply the necessity for a labor

party 'with a program of .
;.natmnah?atlon of hasic mdustry
B under workers’ control

“New tech- -

from 8,000 'to 4,000

some other liberal as an alterna-

tive to Nixon and Wallace.

The conference ‘organizers
pushed  through rules requiring
all speakers-to submit their
names ‘in writing to the .chair.

When this was done by several :

unionists who sought to speak on
the need for a fight to smash the
Pay Board and build a labor

»party, the chair proceeded . to

ignore the names whlch had been
submitted. .

Finally, after several hours,
Fred Mazelis of Local 1199, the
opposition. candidate to Leon
Davis in_ the recent union-elec-

. - tion, and Helena Farinas, a Local

1199 delegate, took the floor to
denounce McGovern as- well as
other Democratic ‘and Repub-
lican candidates as backers of
wage controls, unemployment
and every other attack required

by. capltahsm in-order for it. to

survive in this period.

These speakers put forward a

motion calling on the conference

to fight for a labor party, and to

demand that Bridges reverse his
capitulation to the Pay Board and
mobilize the ranks in strlke ac-

‘tion to defeat’it.

The CP trxed everythmg to

prevent this motion from coming
“to.the floor, and then did every-

thing to vote it down.

Referring to ‘‘representatives
of a number of Trotskyite sects”
the Daily World writes: ‘“These
people, most of whom were
students, seized the mxcrophone
on every: possible occasion to

make pseudo-revolutionary
.speeches. demanding that the

conference denounce  all : ‘capi-
talist’ politicians, including those

- invited -to the conference, and
~call instead for ‘class-wide mili-
tant actions,” ‘general strikes’

and .a labor party.”. "

- This statement brazenly dis-
‘torts. the character’ of the in-

tervention made by the Workers

“ League in order to attack its poli- -

tical - perspeetive. It lumps the
‘Workers League—which brought
only trade unionists-to the confe-

“‘*‘T've never seen

" mented:

the work day be lengthened to
eight hours from the pre-

~vious seven hour day, and in

this way eliminating over-
time.

As one Local 2 member said:
‘“That would set us back 15
years; our aim is to push ahead

- to improve ourselves!”’

The employer is also trying to
do away with all benefits, such as
welfare and pension rights. Local
2 members, as well as other
sections of the construction in-
dustry, are frequently out of
work. An older worker said:
it so
bad—especially since Nixon has
heen in office.”

The strike is joined by the
Masons Union and the Laborers
Union. The Carpenters Union has
not yet decided to join the strike,
but one worker felt: “The only
way we can win is if we all go
out.”

TUAD Meetmg Sabotages Pay Board Fight

WHEREAS: AFSCME |

rence—together with Labor Com-
mittee and the International So-
cialists, which were represented
by students.

The IS and Labor Committee
were continuously called on,
while the Workers League was
barely recognized. But the Daily
World is attacking the Workers
League which stood alone in its
call for a general strike and labor
party.

The Daily World then com-
“Rank and file workers
then pointed out that such fine
sounding militant speeches could
not be made on the floor of any

trade union meeting and were

completely out of touch with the

_current state of development of

the labor movement.”

Ignoring the fact that the call
for a labor party was made on the
floor of no less a trade unmion
meeting than the UAW Conven-
tion in Atlantic City, the
Stalinists are stating that the
assault on the living standards of
workers and the destruction of
their contracts by the Pay Board
does not require ‘“‘independent
political action by labor.”

The Stalinist line is to main-
tain the struggles of the working
class- within the framework
acceptable to the trade wunion

" bureaucracy and the Demo-

cratic Party. It is for this reason
that their resolution condemning
the action of the Pay Board on
the longshore settlement did not
say a word about Bridges’
betrayal nor did it propose action

" against the Pay Board.
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(Continued From Page 1)

class is rightfully fed up.

Whatever base Wallace has
within the working class can be
destroyed through the break with
the Democratic Party by the
trade union movement. The con-
struction of an independent labor
party would create the political
form through which the working
class could defend itself and
would promptly expose Wallace
as the reactionary enemy of
workers that he has always been.

. OOL
There is no shortage of evi-
~ dence to prove that Wallace is

bitterly hostile to the working v

class. His claim to be a re-
presentative and defender of the
“little man’ has absolutely no
foundation in fact.

His long record as Governor of
Alabama reveals him to be the
willing tool of big business’ drive
for super-profits. It is largely be-
cause of Wallace that Alabama
has been such a difficult place for
the working man to eke out a to-
lerable existence.

With Wallace in the Go-
vernor’s mansion in Mont-
gomery, all the arch-enemies of
the working class have found en-
couragement: the John Birch So-
ciety, the Ku Klux Klan, various
states’ rights organizations, se-
gregationists and white su-
premacists.

WEAKEN

These elements have served
the purpose of weakening the
working class by fomenting
racial divisions and fighting to
prevent the growth of trade un-
ions in order to make it that
much easier for business to ex-
ploit 2 man’s labor.

Under the administration of
George Wallace, Alabama has
been one big birthday party for
the giant corporations. For
someone who claims to carry the
banner of the little man, Wallace
has shown surprising concern for
the needs of industry.

Not too long -ago, George
Wallace bought a one-page ad in
the Wall Street Journal in order
to persuade businessmen to
locate in Alabama. Beneath no
less than twelve pictures of a
smiling George Wallace, the fol-
lowing message was printed:

“We're the Free Enterprise

State, We've got everything in- & =

dustry is looking for.”

The text continued:
“*American industry didn't invest
1% billion dollars in Alabama
just because the welcome mat is
out. The mat's out everywhere.
No sir. Industry invested for the
best reason: their plants could
make bigger profits in Alabama.
Of course, our financing plans
that let new industries custom-
build and equip plants without
capital outlay helped.

FREE ENTERPRISE

“So did our natural resources,
and our dedication to the free en-
terprise system. But in the final
analysis, they come because of
our profitable environment. Call
me. The number is 265-2341. Ask
for George.Wallace.”

The ‘‘profitable environment”
of which Wallace boasted com-
prises the conditions that
make Alabama about the most
difficult of all the fifty states for
a worker to live in.

The statistics compiled by the
AFL-CIO Committee on Poli-

tical Education give the bare-

outline of working conditions in
the state governed by George
Wallace.

There is no effective mi-
nimum wage law in Alabama.
The Alabama production worker
earns an average $114.97, which
places him far below the na-
tional average for a week’s work
and below the workers in 38 other
states.

Pictures show Wallace’s campaign during Maryland Democratic primary before he was shof.

The average per capita income
in Alabama is $2,858, which is
48th in the national ranking. Un-
employment compensation ave-
rages at $39 per week, lower than
in 41 other states.

Alabama ranks 36th in work-
men’s compensation; the ma-
ximum weekly allowance is $60.
A recent survey computed that in
Michigan, where Wallace re-
ceived a thurnping 50 percent of
the vote in the primary, a
worker’s eye is worth about $13,-
000. In Alabama, a worker’s eye
is worth about $5,000.

EXPLOITATION

All the statistics tell the same
story: that George Wallace, the
seH-proclaimed friend of the
working man, administers a
system of exploitation almost
without parallel in the United
States.

It is reported that 24.7 percent
of Alabama residenis live in po-
verty as defined by the lenient
guidelines of the U.S. De-
partment of Labor. This is the
second highest in the entire coun-
try and more than double the na-
tional average.

The ‘‘profitable environment’
of which Wallace boasted did not
just develop by accident. It was
prepared consciously over a long
period of time by the relentless
struggle of Alabama capitalists
against the aitempt by workers
to organize unions.

Along with the statistics cited
above, an expression of the reac-
tionary warfare is the Alabama
“right-to-work’’ law. In Alaba-
ma, the open shop is the law of
the land.

Time and again, the Alabama
labor movement has sought to
have it repealed. The strongest
efforts have been made during
the lengthy tenure of George
Wallace. But the state AFL-CIO
has been defeated every time.

The Alabama Governor does
not like being questioned about
his stand on the ‘‘right-to-work.”
When he was pressured, Wallace
gave the following rambling and
evasive answer:

““T don't know all about the—I
don’t know all about the—in fact

1 haven't viewed the arguments '

on_both sides of that particular
matter, but T would say that
there are arguments pro and con

PAGE 5
tically ~nothing in  Alaba-
ma~another aspect of the

“profitable environment.”’ There
is a graduated personal and cor-
porate income tax ranging from
1.5 percent to 5 percent.

The last time the corporations
had to accept a tax increase,
Wallace handed them the pen and
ink to write the law. The result
was that the increase became
part of the state constitution. Be-
cause it is hard to amend the con-
stitution, the corporations could
continue to pay the same taxes
for an indefinite period of time.

CORPORATIONS

Because Wallace will not tax
his real friends—the large cor-
porations—he attempts to
squeeze all the money he pos-
sibly can out of workers. Last
year, Wallace proposed to fi-
nance a new mental health
program with the retirement
funds of Alabama teachers.

One of the big promises that
Wallace made during his 1970 gu-
bernatorial campaign was that
he would force a 25 percent re-
duction in utility rates and that
the four percent sales tax would
he abolished. Wallace said that
the corporations would have to
meet the obligations caused by
the elimination of the tax.

Well, the sales tax still exists.
As for the utilities, the Wallace
administration has granted rate
increases totaling $38.5 million.
Of course, Wallace made a flam-
boyant display of public anger
against the utilities and hired se-
veral lawyers to begin lawsuits.
But that was a charade staged
only to deceive the working peo-
ple of Alabama. - c

In the midst of all-the public
furor, Wallace met quietly with
the leaders of the Southern Com-
pany, the utility giant of
Alabama. He delivered a speech
entitted “Industry, Commerce
and the Economy.” The battle of
the Utilities vs. The Defender of
the Little Man failed to ma- -
terialize:

l'i'P‘ROGRESS)'
“I.want,” Wallace said ‘‘to con-

| gratualate all of you on the great

and there are so many pro and
con arguments that it certainly
ought to be looked into...”

An important part of the “'po-

‘pulist’’ program of George

Wallace is his promise of
sweeping tax reforms, He told
factory workers in Michigan that
he would cut the loopholes for big
business and make the rich pay
their way. And he promised “tax
relief for the working man.”
Wallace has had plenty of time
to try his schemes out on Ala-
bamians, But the only thing un-
usual about the tax siructure in
Alabarna is that the worker pays
more in taxes and the boss less

- than almost anywhere else in the

country.

TAX
George Wallace has imposed a
stifling assortment of sales taxes
upon the working class. Between
1963 and 1967, Wallace's first
term as governor, rore than $70
million was added in consumer

taxes.
As for the giant corporations
that Wallace threatens with a

' nerals.”

progress you have initiated in
our state and our region, and are

. continuing to carry out. If it were

not for the ingenuity of you peo-
ple in the Southern Co., we would
not have the revenues necessary -
to expand and develop as we are

~ doing. T am well aware of that

fact.”

The president of the Alabama
Power Co., Joseph M. Farley,
was moved by the Govermor’s
thoughtful remarks, and re-
sponded with a flattering toast.
Wallace, he said, has played “‘an
impressive role in American
public life—forceful, chal-
lenging—that various others
among us in Alabama could
or would not have done.

“In recent years, we have had
no such spokesman, and we are
indeed proud to have one
today...We are very pleased Gov.
Wallace has graced us with his -
presence.” '

DEMAGOGY

All the demagogy about
fighting big business and helping
the little man is nothing but a -
cover for the real Wallace
program. The man who has care-
fully developed an image of de-
tiance to fhe great interests of
the corporations is actually their
faithful friend and servant.

It is for this reason that the
Wallace eampaign is lavishly fi-
nanced by the most powerful
vested interests in the South.

A leading official of - the
Alabama AFL-CIO - told -~ the
Bulletin that if Wallace were pre-
sident, “Big industry would be
mnnin%“t:his country. Along with
the police and reactionary ge-
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Why YWLL Stifles
A Study Of Marxism

The Stalinist-led Young Workers Liberation League re-
cently held its second national convention in Chicago.

The entire meeting was a conscious attempt to turn the
youth present from a study of Marxist theory, from a fight
for socialism, intfo impotent protest movements and refor-
mism. The convention was riddled through and through
with attempis to indoctrinate the youth with acceptance of
the needs of the Stalinist bureaucracy, thatis, with an aban-
donment of revolutionary struggle.

For two weeks, the Daily World, newspaper of the Com-
munist Party, has fried to give the impression that the
youth who attended accepted unquestioningly the’ pro-
posals put forth. Every ofher sentence in the articles
written about the convention have the words “cheering ova-
tion’’ in them. This is another example of Stalinist fal-
sification and lies, reminiscent of the Moscow trials.

What went on was nof as calm and ‘“gung ho*’ as the Daily
World tries to paint it. There was an undercurrent of dis-
content and dissatisfaction throughout the convention. The
youth did not take as gospel everything put forth. As a
matiter of fact; a large percentage of the people preseni left
after the first day.

This refusal to accept at face value what was said was
sharply pointed out a variety of times. Jarvis Tyner,
chairman of the YWLL, stated: “People are getting ex-
pelled right and left...(we must have a) more useful ap-
proach, with shorter meetings and easier educationals.”

What he was saying was that what Marxist theory
was being taught in the YWLL was too demanding and bred
’sactarianism.’/ In other words, the study of Marxist theory
gave the YWLL the appearance that it was a revolutionary
party, and as a result kept middle class fenden-
cies—Iliberals, radicals, etc., from joining the YWLL.

When youth took up a fight against this, and insisted upon
the continuation of the attempt to understand theory, they
were viciously silenced, and their questions were left un-
answered. This is why half of the observers present walked
out the first day.

- _Expressed at the convention was a fear of the youth who
were turning to revolution. This was shown by constant
attacks against Trotskyism, as the revolutionary theory
and movement in the present period. The Daily World
wrote: “The Trotskyites remain a real factor among left

outh...””

Y Many youth who attended the convention realize that
there is no future in capitalism, that what is posedis revolu-

tion. This period is the most critical period in the struggle-

between the classes. On one hand we have the tremendous
~movement of the working class, taking up-the fight for
power, and on the other, we have the beginnings of the rise
of fascism, the beginning of ever more harsh attacks
against the working class,
Stalinism internationally is trying to betray and crush the
movement of the working class. 1t is frying fo tie the

- working class to the capitalist parties, and to sell out the |
‘revolutionary movements. This is what was putforward by ‘

the leaders af the conference.

This is what the youth have begun fo face, anhd what it}

must.continue to confront. If must confront the past sellouts
of the working class by Stalinism, and the betrayals that it
is-trying to perpeirafe today. The youth must realize just
what is posed: that is, the destruction of Stalinism, and the
building of a revoluhonary, Tro’rskylsf party

This conference like the one
held two weeks ago in St.
~ Louis, are  critically im-
portant to open the way to the
construction of a re-
volutionary youth movement
in the heartland of the Ame-
rican working class.

CRISIS

The conference was opened up
by Lucy St. John who delivered a
perspectives report on behalf of
the Workers League on the
nature of .the crisis.

“‘We have entered into a period
in which capitalism can no longer
‘ 'provide for the masses of
" workers throughout the world. In
order to preserve profits, the ca-
pitalists must drive the living
standards of the working class
into condxtlons far worse than

{Behmd The Madlson Sho_ofouf

BY LARRY SOMMERS AND NANCY KIDD

MADISON, May 20th—At the height of student protests last week agamst Nixon’s $ mcreased

escalatlon of the war, a shoot-out with
..the Mifflin Street. commumty area.
two in the mornmg he observed a

As a result of the shoot-out;

three cops were wounded, none.

seriously. However, four youths
were arrested on charges of con-
spiracy to arson.

. Oliver - Steinberg, one of the
g ,four is - charged with the at-
tempted first degree murder of
the three officers. The other
three have $10,000 bail set and
may. get up to-15 years.

The shoot-out occurred fol-
lowing an alleged fire bombing
attempt of the Madison National
Life Insurance building, -at the
home of some members of the
Wild-Eyed Revolutionary Move-
. ment (WERM), a radical split

- off “of. the old -SDS. movement
from the earlier 60’s.

According. to a report by the

mformer mvolved in the case, at

Dodge. convertible. leaving the

Bedford Street: house. The car

was followed and the occupants

were- alleged to have been con-
fronted concerning the bombing -

of the insurance building. No fire
hombs were discovered in thetr
possession,

The youths were then followedj
back to their home. At this point,

the shots were fired wounding
the police officers.

Within ‘minutes  some - forty
police converged on the scene

and began firing tear gas into the -
The four youth were -

house.
flushed: from the house and
forced to crawl out on thelr
stomachs.

The mother of one of the youths
stated: ““When police first ar-

police occurred in the early mormng hours of May 11th in

rested them, they lined them up

against the wall of the building

- across the street and brutally

clubbed and beat them.”

Police claim that a confession

‘was. gotten from Steinberg ad-

mitting ‘to’ the shootings. This
“vonfession” was extracted after
five hours of  physical ‘harass-
ment, including a revolver to his’
head. During this period he was
not permitted legal counsel.

In spite: of the obvious strip-
ping away of democratic rights

‘and the political nature of the

case, the defense lawyers are

proceeding to fight the case on

merely technical grounds while
the State has consciously tried to
separate the shooting from the
anti-war activities.

BY ABBY RODRIGUEZ

that of the 1930’s,

“Tt is significant that this con-
ference is being held in Detroit
where the giant step forward to
form the CIO was centered. But
this .is also the state where
George Wallace just won over
50% of the vote. Wallace’s
racism is being used to break the
unijons, to pit the white worker
against the Black worker. It was
here that Henry Ford did all he
could to prevent the or-
ganization of the CIO, to divide
the working class. Despite ‘this

_ the workers united and ‘broke

Ford. Wallace’s victory is a
great danger to the labor move-
ment. The only way to defeat
Wallace is to build a labor party
based on the tremendous power
of the unions.”

St. John emphasized that the
youth must take up a study of
Marxist theory. The youth now
can play the critical role in the
struggle to build a labor. party
and give leadershxp to the
working class.

Mike Moore of the Detroit YS
reported on the situation facing
youth in the area.

“““The unemployment in Detroit
is over 55% for: minority youth.
At the same time budget cuts will
close up parks and athletic ac-
tivities in the schools.

THEORY
‘“Electives are no longer avail-
able to students. Young workers
who are able to get jobs are
forced to work at breakneck

-speed. At the same time the go-

vernment is moving against the
youth. In_ Detroit the special

* police squad STRESS is used spe~

cifically to harass  -youth.
Already a curfew is being an-
nounced. for the summer  be-
cause they can’t provide jobs.
The. construction: of a re-
volutionary movement that can
lead the working class is crucial:
The Y8 must lead the fight
against capitalism and for th'
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Lucy St. John addresses Michigan-Ohio founding conference of Young Socialists last weekend in Detroit,

Workers And Youth Vote
To Launch Michigan YS

DETROIT—On Saturday May 20th young workers, students and unemployed
youth from Michigan and Ohio attended a conference in Detroit and voted
unammously to adopt the program of the Young Socialists and to begin im-
mediately in building the movement in the Mlchlgan and Ohio area.

building of a labor party.”

Abby Rodriguez spoke on
behalf of the national committee
of the YS.

‘“The fight that we took up on
December 18 when the YS was
formed must now be continued
by you. Capitalism as Trotsky
said is in its death agony. When
capitalism cannot even provide
recreational activities for youth
that -is the bottom of the barrel.
Throughout the country the YS is
building a movement that can
give leadership to the workers
and youth. We have entered a
period in which a movement
based on the principles of Lenin
and Trotsky can and must be
built.”

DISCUSSION

In the discussion questions
were raised on the crisis and
what the alternative is. A young
auto worker asked about the role
of the public in making decisions
referring to the referendum
which rejected a tax increase for
education.

Another participant said,
“What always happens is that the
government tells you you can
save your education but your
taxes must go up. This is really
no choice at all. Just as you have
no ‘choice between the Demo-
crats and Republicans.”

One youth asked: “How are we
going to change the system?” A
youth from Dayton answered:
“It’s going to take a revolution.
But before the working class has
a revolution it must be prepared
through a change in con-
sciousness. That is what the
labor party will do. It will es-
tablish the independence of the
working class from the ca-
pitalists.”

Demonstrations agamst unem-
ployment were discussed for the
summer as -well as recreational
activities, and social activities.
The conference ended with the
showing of the YS film.
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DEATH AGONY OF
STUDENT PROTEST

& TODAY'S TASKS

BY PAT CONNOLLY -

Today, as Nixon mines the harbors of Hanoi and
Haiphong and increases the bombardment of the
North in a desperate last ditch stand against the
American Dienbienphu, the Stalinists in SDS and the
revisionist YSA attempt to lead sections of students
back into protest and isolated student powerism.

On campuses across tne
country, this perspective has
led only to bru-

pagi‘;”e tal beatings,
three-part mMmacings, rock
series throwing ad-

ventures, and

trashing. In Albuquerque, it
has led to the shooting of two
students by state police.

The development of the student
movement must be carefully
studied and the lessons brought
into the struggle against the re-
visionist and Stalinist mis-
leaders of the youth if the re-
volutionary alternative is to be
constructed to defeat Nixon and
his class.

Four years ago the climax of
the first stage of the student
protest movement came in the
occupation of Columbia Uni-
versity in New York. The oc-
cupation of the university, the
barricading of buildings, battles
with police and the student strike
were the forms which thousands
of students sought to use in order
to take up a real battle against
the system.

But at the same time this mass
struggle of thousands of students

was conducted on a completely
reformist program, to stop the
construction of a proposed gym-
nasium, to stop war research,
etc.

Thus, it expressed the enor-
mous militancy and de-
termination of the students and
at the same time the absolute
limits that the policies of student
protest imposed upon the
students.

This two-sided process was ex-
pressed in the development of
SDS. The tremendous growth of
SDS reflected the burgeoning of
the student protest movement
just as its collapse starting about
a year after Columbia reflected
its inability to go beyond the
limits-of protest.

The post-1968 period in the stu-
dent movement was carried to its
conclusion by the Weathermen.
Arising from the leadership of
SDS and the collapse of the
protest movement, it carried
the movement to its logical
extreme of terrorism and
confrontation in complete iso-
lation from the struggle of the
working class. The move-
ment destroyed itself in the
process.
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One of the four Kent State students killed affer Cahﬁbo&ian im)asion in 1970 lies in pool of blood.

Following the breakup of SDS,
the student movement could no
longer proceed without taking up
in one form or another the ques-
tion of the bankruptey of middle
class protest and a turn to the
struggles of the working class.
This is the underlying signi-
ficance of the massive student
upsurge following the invasion of
Cambodia and Kent State shoo-
tings in 1970.

Another event, almost ob-
scured by the capitalist press in
the immediate aftermath of Kent
State, took place earlier in the
same week of May, 1970 in
Akron, Ohio, scene of the first
sit-down strike in a Goodyear
rubber plant in 1936.

In Akron, the same National
(Guard who days later were tfo
cold-bloodedly murder the Kent
State students, fired at smkmg
Teamsters who were trying to

stop scab trucks from breaking a
successful nationwide teamsters
wildcat strike,

These two events are bound to-
gether in the history of the Ame-
rican working class movement,
For Kent State did not simply
signal the death knell of middle
class protest politics.

The ruling class, which tarned
on the students, was at the same
time aiming the bullets at the
working class already in motion
to protect its standard of living
from capitalist attack.

POLITICAL

The desperation of the im-
perialist assault in Asia was
matched by its necessity to take
on and beat back the American
working class. Protest politics
would be shoved aside by the
movement of the working class
onto the political battlefield.

State troopers in St. Louis shot
at armed carloads of Teamsters
who were patrolling the high-
ways to prevent scab over-the-
road trucks from breaking the
strike during that same month in
1970.

These developments were con-
sciously buried by the capitalist
press as it covered the student
strikes which swept hundreds of
campuses after Kent State. But
they express in a moment the
future of the American working
class and the real meaning of

_Kent State itself,

The understanding by the
ruling class that the student
protests, as widespread and out-
raged as they were, were only a
prelude to the massive move-
ment of a powerful working
class, compelled Nixon to un-
leash the National Guard.

{Continued On Page 18)

YSA AND NATIONALISM AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

BY DAVID WEISMAN
The reformist character of the Young Socialist Al-
liance has been demonstrated in their complete
capitulation to the policies of the nationalist
organizations on Brooklyn College.

On campus there have been
a variety of nationalist
organizations,
which had ori-
ginated as cul-
tural clubs. The
recent entrance
of minority working class
youth through the open ad-
missions program had both
brought politics into these or-
ganizations and began to
break them up. With a per-
spective of Black and Puerto
Rican ‘“‘priorities,” these or-
ganizations acted in a com-
pletely reformist manner,
campaigning for the hiring of
more minority teachers, cul-
tural studies, food programs,
ete.

The preparations for massive
cuts in education and the de-
velopment of the reactionary
Jewish Defense League left these
forces paralyzed. Behind this
paralysxs was the reactionary
conception of “‘third world”" peo-
ple. This theory essentially
meant that whites either ex-
ploited or were complicit with
the exploitation of non-white peo-
ple. Bringing the working class to
power is out of the question, and
at the best “‘progressive’”’ whites
could support the movement of
Blacks and Puerto Ricans.

This movement was one of “li-
beration" or *‘revolution,”” which
meant anything from race war to’
reforms. Since revolution isn't a
question of the objective de-
velopments of the class struggle,
but one of the increasing “‘aware-

final part
of a
three-part
series

ness" of third world people, it
would tend to be a long time till
this educational process was fini-
shed. It added up to fighting for
whatever reforms seemed pos-
sible, and a better education.

METHOD

The method behind these
theories is completely hostile to
Marxism. Impressions as to
social relations are substituted
for a scientific assessment of
society. Idealist conceptions of
changing awareness outside of
objective developments, and a
pragmatic approach to what
worked inevitably led to re-
formism. This bourgeois method
and the ensuing bankrupt poli-
cies drove students away.

The sharpness of the attacks on
the students posed to the na-
tionalists a political turn, to take
up a class fight, uniting all the
students, and at the same time
turning them toward the labor
movernent. But because of the
very character of nationalism,
the nationalist leadership was
unable to make this tarn and re-
treated further from the
struggle. In an attempt to cover
this, they formed the Third
World Federation.

MASSAS

In the first Student Geo-
vernment elections in which the
Workers League participated, we
offered critical support to Paul
Massas and his Revolutionary
Slate. This support was based on
a program to fight the budget
ecuts and the JDL. The Re-
volutionary Slate represented a

Nationalists and the YSA seek to idenfify all white students at
Brookivn College with Zionist activity and all Zionists. with the JDL

just as they identify all
section of the students that
broke, if even timidly, from the
paralysis of the TWF.

At the same time, the Re-
volutionary Slate completely re-
fused to support the YSA. This
hostility was based on both the
YSA's patronizing support to
Black and Puerto Rican or-
ganizations, community control,
etc., and the clear liberal nature
of the YSA in their involvement
in anti-war and abortion move-
ments.

The Federation couldn’t even
bring itself to officially endorse
any of the slates, let alone take
up an active role. This could not
prevent sections of their mem-
bership frem voting far both the

Black

students with nationalism,

Revolutionary Slate and the
Workers League, while refusing
to support the YSA.

Once in Student Government,
Massas returned to the methods
of the TWF. He refused {o take
up any struggle against the im-
pending budget cuts. Far from
fighting the JDL, he voted for
funds for them, and openly colia-
borated with them.

ZIONISM

This collaboration was an ex-
pression of the very logic of na-
tionalism itself. The nationalists
reasoned that if Blacks are a
natien and have -their own
culture, etc., then why not.Jews?
All white students were iden-

tmed with Jews, all Jews with
Zionism, and all Zionists with the
JDL,

The JDL was therefore ac-
cepted as the natural outgrowth
of the white students just as na-
tionalists accept Wallace. Thus
rather than fight the JDL, it was
used as an excuse to rally mi-
nority students behind the na-
tionalist leaderships who in turn
did nothing whatsoever to fight
for anything from anybody.

But the mass of the minority

. students at Brooklyn Colleége re-

fused to accept JDL and its rule
on the campus as inevitable any
more than the mass of Black
workers will simply accept |
Wallace or in the future accept
fascism which develops in the
wings of movements like
Wallace’s and the JDL. They
sought to fight JDL and to defend
the class issues they shared with
other students—all of whom were -
affected by the attacks of the ca-
pitalist state on -educational:
funds, student activities and on’
the very life of students through
the Vietnam War.

The experience at Brooklyn
College in the coming muonths
was to fully confirm the assess-
ment of the YS and Workers
League that a class fight against
class attacks could bring forward
large sections of minority and
white youth, Jewish and non-
Jewish.

PROGRAM
In the second student elec- ,
tions, for the positions openin the
fall term, the perspective of the "
TWF became clearer as they

chose Paul Massas for their Pre-

sidential candidate. Their ‘elec-
tion statement was essentially
completely raactmnary mﬂiumi'
nationalism:

{Continued On Page 33}
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American Stalinists
Back Nixon Trip

President Nixon, the leader of U.S. imperialism
and the enemy of the working people interna-
tionally has been warmly welcomed in Moscow by
the Soviet leaders. This is the man who threatens a
third world war in order to defeat the just struggles
of the workers and peasants in Vietnam. This is the
man who slashes workers’ Wages and jobs in the
United States.

As bombs fall on North Vletnam killing men,
women and children, as North Vletnamese ports are
mined and rail lines bombed, the Stalinist
bureaucrats sit down with this butcher of the
Vietnamese people to discuss ‘‘peace.”

This trip has set a time bomb within the American
Communist Party. This trip has been planned for
months now. But the Daily World, organ of the Com-
munist Party, has remained silent while voicing

demagogic denunciations of Nixon’s escalation of
the war. The CP waited until comment could not be

avoided any longer—as Nixon stepped on the plane
to Moscow. :

Now the CP is desperately covering up for the
betrayals of the Soviet bureaucracy. With the height
of cynicism the Daily World on Tuesday, May 23rd,
prints side by side two articles, one defending
Nixon’s trip and the other on the heroism of the
Vietnamese people in the face of Nixon’s war.

The CP in its editorials is attempting to whip up
support for this visit by claiming that it is in the
interests of the ‘‘American people.” This is a lie. It

'is no more in the interests of American working
people than Harry Bridges’ sellout of the West Coast
longshoremen’s wage increase.

- The CP like the Soviet bureaucracy seeks to

' defend this betrayal by invoking Lenin. The Daily
World on May 20th issued a statement which said
that Moscow’s invitation to Nixon “‘is grounded in
the policy of peaceful coexistence developed by
Lenin and the guiding line of Soviet policy from the
beginning.”

Lenin did not develop peaceful coexistence and it
was not the “guiding line of Soviet policy” in his
lifetime. In 1919 Lenin said about the possibility of
peaceful coexistence: ‘‘The existence of the Soviet

-Republic side by side with imperialist states for any
length of time is inconceivable. In the end one or the
other must triumph.”’ Lenin constructed the Third
International based on a strategy of world revolu-
tion not to peacefully coex1st with capltahsm but to
destroy it. -

It was Stalin who developed peaceful coexistence,
“subordinating the struggles of the working class
internationally to the diplomatic needs of the
bureaucracy and the preservation of its privileges.
‘After Yalta, Stalin dissolved the Third Interna-
-tional. It was in a struggle against this rejection of
- Leninism that the Trotskyist movement was built.

‘The American CP, always the most faithful ser-
vant of the Soviet bureaucracy, will now be called on
‘to defend the criminal deal being plotted in Moscow,
by diverting the American workers away from a
fight against the government.

The workers and youth in the Communist Party
and the Young Workers Liberation League must
demand an.explanation from their leaders and an
accountmg Wlth the whole history of Stahmsm
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Editor's Notebook

The Pieta

Michelangelo’s Pieta, one of
the most celebrated sculptures
and one of the most brilliant
achievements of man, was se-
verely damaged by the sledge
hammer. blows of an alleged
“madman.”

But this was the work of more
than one man. It expresses all the
sickness -and decadence of ca-
pitalism in- its death agony.
Dying capitalism, the corrupting
influence of the rich, unleashes
all the reactionary forces that
.have been  nurtured in - the
belly of this system. ’

As armed fascist gangs roam |

the streets of Italy, in Rome the
act of Laslo Toth symbolized the
role. of these forces—the des-

© truction of all the gains mankmd

- has ‘made historically.

The Church it must be said en-
courages these forces for the de-
fense of capitalism. It is no acci-
dent that Toth as he hammered
away shouted ‘I am. Jesus
Christ.”

The defense of all the achieve-

“ments man has made now lies

with the only progressive force in
this society—the working class.

No V|sa For Buch

‘In Hitler’s Third Relch racist
crackpots were assigned the task
of purifying Aryan culture of all
Jewish influence. With some

form of mystical zeology as their-

guideline, the Nazis banned the
music . of the great composer
Felix Mendelsohn and threw into
the bonfire the books of Heinrich
Heine, perhaps the most beloved
German poet of the nineteenth
century.

It seems that in Israel, artistic

‘questions are also decided with-a

blood test. The Ministry of Edu-

cation and the Supreme Court

* have ruled that performances of

Christian music should not be en-
couraged.

The Government’s decision’

was aimed against George Fre-
drich Handel and Johann Se-
bastian Bach, whose choral mas-

terpieces have been universally -

acknowledged for more than two
centuries as one of the highest
expressions of human genius.

Justice Yitzhak Kister stated
that the Government opposed the
“dissemination of Christianity.”
And, as far as the Judge is-con-
cerned, Handel and Bach should
be scorned as ‘‘a type of German
music.”

"~ The Judge recommended that

more attention be given to “fan-
ning into life the embers of song
and poetry left glowing after the
great dispersal of the Jewish
people and on developing the new
music of the nation after its
return to Zion.”

Parting Is Such
Sweet Sorrow

. Since -the death of J. Edgar-

Hoover, the tyrant who built a
virtual state out of the FBI and
whose poisonous activities were
directed against those who
fought the system, some more in-
formation has been released
about his life and activities.
For example Jack Anderson
revealed recently that Hoover
prepared films and dossiers on
the extracurricular activities of
senior members of the ad-
ministration. These were shown
in the private rooms of the White
House for Lyndon Johnson.
Now the publication of Hoo-
ver's’ will has shed some new
light on his career. Hoover, “a
life long bachelor,” has willed
almeost his entire estate valued at
$551,500 to what is politely des-
cribed as his ‘“long-time friend

and colleague,”” Clyde A, Tolson.
Hoover’s next of kin, four nieces
and two nephews, one of which
was an FBI agent, were left ab-
solutely nothing. Hoover was ge-
nerous enough to leave his
clothes to his chauffer and an
FBI messenger. Two namesakes
were left jewelry.

Tolson, an associate director of
the FBI, lunched and dined with
Hoover almost every day. They
often shared vacations. On one of
these vacations, a little while
back, Hoover and Tolson were
accused of travelling to a spa at
the expense of the government.

' Hoover was indeed the highest

paid cop. How is it, one might
ask, that Mr. Hoover ac-
cumulated such a fortune as a
“civil servant.” Hoover lived
alone in a $100,000 house which
since his death has been oc-
cupied by Mr. Tolson. Hoover
who worked for the FBI for 48
years managed to acquire $125,
000 in oil, gas and mineral leases
in Texas and Louisiana.

It appears that Mr. Hoover was
not beyond the corrupting in-
fluence of the rich he so dog-
gedly defended.

Anything
For Profit

When the rule of the land is the
business of making profit, then
anything goes for the profit-
makers. This must inevitably
breed the worst forms of cor-
ruption and exploitation.

On Long Island last week five
men, including a professor at
Adelphi University and a school
equipment salesman, were ar-
rested for organizing a club that
recruited young boys and trained
them in “deviant sexual be-
havior.”

Working class youth of 8 to 14
years old were bribed and forced
into this form of slavery with ex-
pensive trips to Acapulco. Their
families were also bribed with
such prizes.

The money behind the opera-
tion was allegedly supplied by the
equipment salesman who was
described as ‘‘very wealthy’’ and
a family man with three teenage
children.

Probably the warst of it is that
this “‘club” has been operating
for 10 years. For all the talk
about ‘‘law and order,” the go-
vernment allows this money
making business to go on.
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the IC Majority.

1C Majority to the OClI‘s response.

- The OCI &

The w
. International
Committee

New Documents

In October 1971, the French Organization Communiste Internationaliste (OC1) split from the
International Committee of the Fourth International by publishing a public statement
attacking the majority of the IC, This statement was issued together with the Hungarian LSH
group headed by Nagy, then a section of the IC, and the Rolivian POR of Lora, not'a section of
the 1C. The November 8th issue of the Bulletin carried this statement together with a reply by

In the April 24th and May 1st issues of the Bulletin we printed the response of the OCI to the
| October 24th statement of the IC Majority.In last issue and this week we print the reply of the
This material is reprinted from the Workers Press, daily
organ of the Socialist Labour League of Britain whereit appeared as part of the preparation for
the Fourth Conference of the International Committee,

Statement Of

CONTINUED FROM
LASTWEEK

The 1970 ‘Pre-

Conference’ of the IC

It was at this stage, when
he immediate features of the
sbjective  situation seemed to
wave provided the basis for agree-
nent, that the basic differences
became more clearly exposed. At
the pre-Conference of the IC in
1970 this contradiction was first
clearly identifiuble, As soon s
the formal agreement was probed,
to the method behind it, we
were faced with disagreement on
the hasic question of dialectical
materialism. as the theory of
knowledge of Marxism. .

Revisionists like Joseph Han-
sen think it clever to make the
point: can the SLL explain how
they stayed together with the
OCI despite differences on such
a fundamental matter. Of course.
Hansen rvegards a ‘correct’ post-
tion on dialectical materialism
and on questions of programme
as something fixed for all time:
the actual process is one of
struggle for  clarification  as
existing conceptions are tested
apgainst the objective develop-
ments.

The OCI document refers only
briefly to this theoretical dis-
cussion at the pre-Conference,
recalling that its  delegates
‘“warned the comrades of the SLL
against the serious political risks
in any tendency to transform
dialectical materialism into an
ideclogy (philosophy), a system
of ideas developing by itself,
which is a complete break with
the very essence of dialectical
materialism: the unity of method,
of form and content’.

Let us state what actually
occurred in  the  discussion,
because this was indeed the occa-
sion on which there first came
out clearly and openly the issues
voted on at the Essen Confer-
ence. Delegates from the SLL
showed from experience of
building the revolutionary party
in Britain that a thoroughgoing
and difficnlt struggle against
idealist ways of thinking was
necessary which went much
deeper than questions of agree-
ment on programme and policy.

The Trotskyist movement had
gone through a long period of
isolation in which propagandisrs
inevitably took a strong hold, so
that it was difficult for comrades
to be irained theoretically in an
actual, developing relationship of
revolutionary practice in the
workers’ movement. In  these
conditions, & was now begng
shown in the practice of trying
to turn  the movement to the

_obstruct

1C Majority

working class and accept the.

responsibility  of
leadership, = formal
agreement, even to the extent of
acknowledging verbally. the basic
theoretical premises of Marxism,
actually served as a barrier to
the real understanding of the
unity of theory and practice. The
same ‘theory’ which had ration-
alized a propaganda existence
before, and which had never been
called upon to guide a really
revolutionary practice, now
provided a screen of formal
agreement to obstruct change, to
understanding of the
living movement of the class
struggle. ]

Formal agreement with Marxist
principles in fact co-existed with
failure to have challenged the
deep-going ways of thinking and
feeling (i.e., bourgeois idealist
philosophy) which tied members
of the revolutionary party to fixed
ways of life under capitalism.
Activism, no less than propa-
gandism and  abstract ‘pure’
theorizing had its roots in
*English’ bourgeois tradition.

‘When, therefore, the SLL dele-
gates spoke at the pre-Confer-
ence about the need to fight for
a deepening of the understanding
of dialectical materialism as the
theory of knowledge of Marxism,
it was precisely to direct the
movement towards the funda-
mental questions involved in the
nature of consciousness, of what
is meant by a ‘leap’ in con-
sciouspess, and of what this
means for the stage reached by
the Fourth International and its
parties in the new stage of the
epoch of proletarian revelution
which has opened up.

When the OCI and Hungarian

fighting for

delegates dismissed this  dis-
cussion as irrelevant and even
dangerous, then the SLL and

other delegations realized that
their fears of fundamental differ-
ences concealed by formal agree-
ments on programme were only
too well founded. If this - hap-

pened at the international fevel,

then there was every danger that
in the building of sections, in
France or any other country, our
sections would react to the inter-
national crisis and the radicaliza-
tion of workers by tail-ending the
movement {though of course con-
tinuing to state their adherence
to  revolutionary  principles)
instead of, by a more intense
strugele, selecting” and  training
the best of the new forces in a
fight to develop Marxism.

The OCI delegates at the pre-
Conference did net simply, as
they now put. it, *warn us of a
tendency to transform dialectical
materialism  into - an  ideology’.
They told us that dialectical

propaganda :

"~ confronting  the

materialism was certainly not a
theory of knowledge, and that
Marxist theory did not exist
‘except as concentrated and
fought for in the form of the
programme of the revolutionary
party. They rested then, as now,
on the remark of Marx and
Engels in *The German Ideology’
that philosophy is surpassed by
the extension of science, of revo-
lutionary theory and practice, to
the sphere of human activity,

On these grounds they dis-
missed the arguments of the
SLL and other sections that a
struggle .on Marxist philosophy
was the basic qualitative task
revolutionary
movement., This is a sophistic
distortion of Marx and Engels.
The OCI remain indifferent to
the fact that Lenin.-in his work
on philosephy in the early part
of World War I, insisted that
dialectics. as the theory of know-
ledge of Marxism was not just a

neglected ‘aspect’ of Marxism but

was the ‘essence’ of the question.®

As for Marx and Engels, they
regarded philosophy as ‘sur-
passed’ only in so far as it was
practised as -a system standing
above the sciences. .

There is no question but that
Lenin's work on these guestions
was crucial to his break with
Social-Democracy and the baild-
ing .of a new, communist, Inter-
national, and for the October
Revolution itself.

His enriched understanding of
the development of consciousness
breaks through decisively in the
April Theses and the discussion
around them, against the ‘Gig
Bolsheviks’. His work on ‘Stdte
and  Revolution’,  incomplete
when the 1917  Revoldtion
demanded his return to Russia,
is directly and decisively influ-
enced by the methodological ad-
vances he was able to make on
the ‘Philosophical Notebooks’ for
the 1914-1916 period. Those who
reject the thesis that dialectics is
the theory of knowledge of

Marxism, and that this ‘essence_

of the question’ is decisive for
the period of proletarian revolu-
tion, where revclutionary con-
sciousness comes into its own,
will soon find themselves ques-
tioning all the basic tenets of
Leninism. And this is precisely
what emerges from. the OCI's
document on the questions of
the united front and on the
question of ' revolutionary class-
consciousness.

Dialectical Materialism
and the OCI ‘

We are certainly not say-
ing that the SLL has answered

all the problems in this field; on
the contrary, the first thing is to
recognize that a long and con-
tinuous struggle is necessary in
every  section ‘against the
dominant bourgeois = ideclogy,
which inevitably takes a ‘national’
form. . This was, of course, the
meaning - of - Trotsky’s deadly
serious warning to’ the Socialist
Workers' Party in the United
States on the necessity of a
conscious struggle against the
dominant American philosophy,
pragmatism.

The French Trotskyists have
neglected to take up any fight
against the school of ‘Marxism’
in France f(actually a Stalinist
compromise with ‘national’ tradi-
tions in the name of a revolu-
tionary heritage from Jacobinism
and. the Enlightenment). This
school is based, precisely, oun
playing down the decisive break
from 18th century  French
materialism that was necessary for
Marxism to be born, :

Unless this
struggle is fought out and
deepened in the course of a2
battle against the way that
bourgeois - ideology today still
strengthens the hold of the

bourgeoisie over the proletariat,

then ‘Marxists’ and ‘Trotskyists’
in France will continue to pub-
lish books, articles and resolu-
tions which look like Marxism,
which rehearse the ‘programme’
with great expertise. and with
the most impeccable Trotskyist
phrases, but without making any
development ~of Marxism in
theory or practice.

Marxism—here we see it once
again—is not seen from the
standpoint of a theory of know-
ledge, of the contradictory de-
velopment of  consciousness in
struggle, but as the ideological
expression of the interests of
the working class. This one-sided

view ~of the relation between’

Marxism and the working class
is in fact very little different
in its basic conception from the
theory of knowledge which .the
pre-Marxiam French materialists
held. These materialists, to the
limited extent that they applied
their theories to history exe
plained . ideclogy in ‘terms of
‘utility’ in ensuring the interests
or happiness of those who em-
“braced the ideas.

If those who call themselves
Marxists conceive of Marxism
simply as the expression of the
nature and struggle of the work-~
ing class, they do not go beyond
this. Roger Garaudy, for example,
writing about the French mater-
ialists and Marxism, explained
that the latter could be a more
consistent materialisn . because
of the collectivist and non~

exploitative character of the pro- |

letariat and its need for an out-
look free of mystification:
‘Materialism is the ideological
expression of the action and
struggles of the working class.”
This has nothing to do with
Marxism. Garaudy ~expands  his
explanation: -

‘Here we discover at-its very.

philosophical

ialism & The OCI;

origin the fundamental weak-
ness of all our precursors: not
one of them, before Marx, set
out his socialist or communist
doctrine founding it consistently
on the positions of the working
class. For them, materialism was
never the ideological expression
of the action and struggles of
the working class. What essen-

" tially distinguishes them from

Marx is that they wanted to de-

‘duce ‘materialism from 'this or

that stage of the progress of the
sciences instead of ‘seeing in it
the necessary principle of the
action and struggles of the work-
ing «class. This attitude con-
demned them to leave idealism
its share: it will always be the
samé if one tries to make of
materialism - a necessity = arising
from thought and .not  from
action, To deduce materialism
from an idea or system of iideas
is to subordinate it to something
not the same as it, to descend
into metaphysics and finally into
idealism, e e

‘Marx gave to the working
class and to philosophy the
method necessary to escape from
these illusions. Hernceforth we
have a measure with which to
judge social ‘doctrines and philo-
sophical works: their value is a
fanction of the weapons which
they provide for escaping all
mystification,™* . ‘ i

The purpose of this quotation,
let us say before the screaming
starts, is not to make an amal-
gam of Garaudy and Ster’ .ne
Just. They are, of course, politi-
cally different, opposeéd to eacn
other, in their whole political
course. But we are here talking

sbout what Engels called ‘the. "

theoretical front’ in one of its
sectors, ‘the vital ~sector = of

philosophy.
Garaudy manages to make of
Marx a continuator of the

materialists of the 18th century
bourgeois enlightenment, but able
to be . consistent because . he
based himself on the Sspecific
interests of the working class.
The French materialists .of the
18th century prided themselves
on tearing away the veils of
illusion and unreason, particularly
in' their religious. and political
forms, but, according to Garaudy,
only a philosophy based on the
working «class, which has no
system of exploitation to intro-
duce, can really provide the basis
for destroying illusions. :

Such explanations of class and
ideology would not be out of
place in the many books #nd
magazines of ‘sociology’  from
which ‘Marxists’ in France find it
impossible to break, and :which
neither the OCI wor anyone ealse
has theoretically challenged. -

Stephane Just, writing for the -~
OCI, in his own way-speaks very
similarly to Garaudy: . .

‘Marxist method only exists
through its content which iinte- .
grates all the moments of the’
class struggle of the proletariat.
for its emancipation. It is in

this sense that the programme of ~
_the socialist revolution concen-
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- ‘trates Marxicm and that the de-

fence of ‘Marxist theory can. only
be the defence of programme, i.e.,
the. struggle to resolve the crisis

“of Jeadership.’

Certainly 1t~ is only in the
struggle for the revolution that

the ~fight for Marxistn has any -
. meaning, but this struggle de-

mands a defence of Marxism in
the - realms  of. philosophy,
sociology, etc, as well as at the

level of  politics as such. The.

youth in the AJS are being edu-
catetl in the spirit-of Just’s dis~
tortions, and: this is the meaning
of the opposition to the Young
Socialists’ “amendment at Essen.
We have -the representative of

- the AJS, discussing the Essen

amendment at the ‘subsequent
meeting - of the ‘Liaison Com-

“mittee’ set ‘up there, saying:

‘There is no ideological battle in
itself, no. Marxist theory in it-
self, but a programme which is
the ' expression, . concentrated
through the Marxist method, “of
the ‘totality of the. struggles of

the proletariat, and upon which

.an - organization fights,” = .-
We are not saying, of course,

that “there ‘is ‘such a thing as:
‘ideological  battle in . itself’ or.

‘Marxist - theory in itself’, as we
have “explained in describing the
differenices at the pre~Conference.
But we are certainly fighting
against those who seem to under-
stand the . unity of theory and
practice .as meaning that theory

‘no langer exists. We are certajnly

saying ‘that “dialectical materialism
is ‘the theory of knowledge of
Marxism, of the path of struggle
from error to ‘truth—not to a
‘inal’ truth, ~but continually

" making advances through contra-

dictory  struggle to. real know-
ledge of the objective world as.
we fight to change it and change

ourselves as -part of it. -Because -

this is ' rejected’ by the OCI
leadership, insofar as thsy are
represented in the document be-
fore us and in the writings of
Stephane “Just, - they leave out
between the de-
velopment of scientific conscious-
ness in' the revolutionary party

and the spontaneous conscious-

“the chance to develop and be-

'

ness of the working class.

- Stalinism Revisionism &

~ the OCI R

The excursions of the OCI
into historical questions of the
movement in this connection are
very instructive. So anxious are
they to refute the Essen-amend-
ment that they contradict even
their . ‘own  recent = writings.
According to the OCI document,
“the Essen  amendment errs by
-saying - that . revisionism can be
found behind the development
of Stalinism, ‘No,” they say, ‘be-
hind ecach development of oppor-
tunism in the workers’ movement
there is not. “ideology” in the
form of the revision (rejection)
of Marxism, there is the reality
of - social forces in conflict, the
class struggle expressed in ' the
centre of the working-c¢lass move-
“ment_ itself, which is both the
terrain _and . the stakes in_the
struggle.  This' created justifica-
tions in ‘the form of a revision
of Marxism.” And, on the inter-

. pretation, . Stalin’s = revision " of

‘Marxism ‘expresses the interests
of the bureaucratic caste which
is - taking . over
power... . : ]

Once again we have develop-
ments in ideas interpréted purely
as expressions of the interest of
‘social forces’. This general truth
"is used to deny any role to-the
conscious ‘struggle - for theory.
Trotsky once compared the re-
volutionary party .to.a ‘labora-

tory’, in which there certainly

was, and must be, a temporary

but definite abstraction of cer-

tain elements of the changing

reality, and definite theoretical

effort, before understanding of
the ‘reality of the class struggle
could be taken further in revo-

lutionary practice, the results are .

to further enrich theory.

" On the other side, revisionism,
like any: other idealist develop-
ment, has  theoretical roots,
epistemological roots - in  un-
resolved ' theoretical
etc.; and only.under certain con-
ditions - do _these traditions - get

a

political :

traditions, ~
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come ‘anchored’, as Lenin puts
it, in definite class interests.!
Stalin’s revisionism (the doctrine
of socialism in one country) was

‘product of Stalin’s (and
others) limited theoretical out-
look when encountering the in-
tractable realities of the early
1920s. It became ‘anchored’ in
the definite " interests of the
bureaucracy, and could have
come to dominance only on the
basis' of this bureaucracy and
the social and cultural conditions
‘which sustained it.  For this
revisionism, and the bureaucratic
caste whose interests it
adequately represented, to suc-
ceed, it was necessary  first to
achieve what- Trotsky called the

" ‘tnner corrosion’ of the Bolshevik'

Party itself, and that process was
above - all one of “ensuring the
destruction of the . theoretical
. basis of the Party (in the cam-
paign against the theory of per-
manent revolution and the dis-

crediting of Trotsky as a previous

opponent of Lenin), =
The dialectical relationship be-
ween ideas  and the classes or

‘ractions . of  classes whose in-

‘erests ' they serve is entirely
#iped out by the OCI's mechani-
cal and ‘sociological’ theory that
ideclogicat changes are simply
‘justifications’ of social interests.
Revolutionary consciousness de-
veloped in a struggle to grasp
the changes occurring through
the struggle of opposites in the
objective world; this struggle and
‘change is fundamental, whereas

porary and transitory.

It should at least be recorded
in this. discussion that in Step-
hane Just's: ‘Defence of Trot-
skyism’, published earlier in 1871,
which contains many of the mis-
taken theories  which recur in
the “OCI document, he did at
least 'state a correct position on
this = particular matter. Answer-
ing: the Pabloites, who ‘explained’
the ‘rise of Stalin by ‘objective’
conditions, Just replied:

.'It is not so-called “objective”
_conditions which lie at the origin
of the isolation of the Russian

__proletariat and- of the Boishevik

the identity. of opposites .is tem-

British Socialist Labour League and Young Socialists rallied over 8,500 trade unionists and youth last March in London.

. Party, of the degeneration of_the
workers’ state and of the Bol-
shevik Party, but so-called “sub-
jective” conditions which lie at

the origin of these so-called .

“objective” conditions.’ )

Even though the use of the
adjective ‘so-called’ reflects ex-
traordinary confusion (as we
shall see, Just obliterates the
opposition of subjective and
abjective), this quotation is quite
correct about the origins of the
degeneration. of the workers'
state. At this point, since the
OCI promises another document
on the disputed questions, we
will make one specific request:
let them say categorically, is
dialectics the theory of know-
ledge of Marxism or not? And
if it is not, what were the con-
sequences, in Lenin’s theory and

practice, of his mistaken concep- .

-tions on this score. We do not
expect this request to be favour-
ably  considered, and yet the

~.author of the OCI document has
in fact already embraced a_for-
mulation by Stephane Just which,
without referring to Lenin as
such, directly challenges his
basic idea.

Stephane Just correc
Lenin '
, The OCI document tells
us; :
‘As. S. Just recalls in his
“Defence of Trotskyism”: Con-
sidered as a historical and or-
ganic -process, the formation of
‘the class-consciousness " of the
proletariat - depends - on  the
analysis of the development of
the class struggle and ends the
metaphysical  discussions on
whether - class-consciousness is
brought in from the outside or
not, and on whether the van-
guard is self-appointed or not®.)

" "Here we have arrived at the’

crucial link between the philo-
sophical = and = methodological
errors of the OCI, on the one
hand, and their centrist political
tendency -on the other. Stressing
the  unity of the opposites,
Marxist theory and exploited’
working class, they ignore the

MAY 29, 1972

struggle of these opposites in
which the ‘unity consists. Just's
‘organic’ conception serves very
well to help recognize any
emerging ‘allies’ as more or less
legitimate expressions of i
organically developing conscious-
ness. An extended quotation on
this question from Just’'s book
shows how, by a series of ration-
alistic formulae to ‘integrate’ all
the different aspects of the class

-struggle, the actual dialectic of
‘how consciousness is achieved

is abolished.

" ‘But it is abstraction to con-
sider the struggles and organiz-
ation of the proletariat outside
the totality of the social,
political and ideological relations
in society. They are born and
develop as one of the components

" of the whole history of humanity.

They are fed on all this history
whose mainspring they become.
The struggle of the proletariat
against exploitation, the forms of
organization which it adopts,
concretize the basic contradiction
in bourgeois society, but this is
expressed in many forms within
all classes and social layers in
bourgeois society, through con-
tradictions which derive from the
production ~ relations - of that
society.

‘The struggles of the proletariat

"and its organization feed in their

turn the social, political and
ideological contradictions and
antagonisms  within bourgeois
society. The proletariat maintains
complex relations with all the
other classes in bourgeois society,
their struggles, their antagonisms,
their . ‘political and ideological

.relations. There is nothing more

stupid than these symmetrical
views: Class - consciousness
brought ifto the proletariat form
outside jts struggles by “good
prophets”, bourgeois intellectuals,
or the class-consciousness of the
proletariat monopolized by horny-
handed -workers who praduce
surplus wvalue;, with the “good”
petty bourgeocis or bo i

3 urgeois
‘having to put themselves humbly

at the disposal of these workers
and to imitate them.

MAY 29, 1972
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tempt of the petty-bourgeois for:

the proletariat: they make the
working class a present of their
consciousness and the others

imagine a mythical working. class -

made up of workers who are
incapable of going beyond the
narrow horizon of their immedi-
ate exploitations. Fighting against
exploitation, trying to break the
social relations based on their
exploitation, in search of ways
and means of organizing, the
proletariat builds and develops its
consciousness in an  organic
historical process fed by all its
previous histery and the relations
it mpaintains with all the other
social classes, their contradictions,
their antagonisms, the political,
social and ideological struggles
developed there. Thus petty-
bourgeois and bourgeois intellect-
uals can break with their class,
join the proletariat, participate. in
the formation and development
of its class-consciousness, by
bringing the acquired knowledge
of other classes and social layers,
But the latter are radically
transformed when they are
integrated into the struggle of
the proletariat which they enrich.
The struggles of the proletariat
give them z new content and a
new historical dimension.’
Because the proletariat’s role

" is related to everything else that

happens in bourgeois society, and
because its existing consciousness
is dependent on the end-result of
all the interconnections, Just
forbids any study of the living
struggle  whereby the - con-
tradiction between the working
class as object and the working
class as subject is overcome! No
wonder then that he dismisses
the central idea of Lenin's ‘What
is to be Done? as-a ‘metaphysical
discussion’!

It was precisely against the

fype of ‘organic® theory 'of
consciousness put forward by
Just that Lenin insisted very
firmly on the fact that Marxism
as a science was developed on
the basis of a conscious theoreti-
" cat effort by bourgeois intellecty~
als to grasp reality at the level
of the relations between all the
classes, and not at the level of

. conscious

the experience or existng
consciousness of the working
class. If Just's ‘organic’ point of
view were correct, why would
Lenin want to insist that left to
itself the proletariat can achieve
only trade vnion ConsClousness,
and that this is bourgeois
consciousness? Because, although
rrom some god's eye view, or
from the point of view of pure
reason which has gathered into
itself all the determinations (or
‘moments’ as Just has it), the
beautiful whole can be seen as
integrated, nonetheless from the
standpoint of  revolutionary
practice the task is precisely the
struggle for political or socialist
consciousness against the ideology
imposed by the bourgecisie and
its agencies. .

In their anxiety to oppose this

insistence on the fight for -

Marxist theory, for dialectical
materialism, and ‘to make them-
selves acceptable to others who

dismiss the basic importance of .
this question, the OCI are forced °

back on to the use of quotations
from Marx in a way which
deliberately counterposes general
statements of the principles of

historical materialism against the-

specific developments of this
theory by Lenin. The document
quotes ‘The German Ideology’,
attempting to show by this that
it is nonsense to talk about
fighting for socialist  class-
consciousness because only the
revolution itself can produce
such consciousness. (‘A massive
transformation of man 1§
necessary for the mass creation
of this communist conscious-
ness . . . such a transformation
can only be wrought through a
practical - movement, through a
revolution. . . .*) This is another
sophism. :

The Bght to build the revola- -
basis of

fionary - party on . the

Marxist theory is the struggle for
leadership of the
‘practical movement’ of the prole-
tarian revolution. Nor did our
original formulation suggest that
the fight for consciousness was
some abstract one taking place
entirely separately from the class
struggie. That i1s a distortion.

N

What we said was ‘What was
most essential in the preparations
of the sections was to develop
diglectical  materialism in &
struggle to understand and to
transform the consciousness of
the working class in the changing
objective conditions” (emphasis
added). What a  shameless
distortion to guote this and then
make jokes about people who
want to ‘develop’ dialectical
materialism on the model of
exercising the muscles. = :
These ' thoroughly anti-Marxist
views ~ on the character of
dialectical materialism and on the
nature of the relation between
theory and class-consciousness
cannot but be associated with a
revision of the Marxist positions
on the revolutionary party and.
the relation to the working class.
Lenin’s argument on the guestion
of theory being ‘brought from the
outside’ was directed to laying
the foundations of the revolution-
ary party in Russia. Just's
rejection of this as ‘metaphysics’
is directed towards_ the liquid-
ation of the positions of the
International Committee, which
have been fought for against re-
visionism in the Fourth Inter-
national. ] .
In 1967 the SLL warned the
OCI on the political implications
of failure to build on the gains of
the 1966 Conference. The OCI
has now reaped the  political
harvest. Already by 1967 the
OCI presented once again the
formulza ‘the FI was destroyed
under the pressure of hostile

"social forces.’ (15.5.67)

The SLL Central Committee
replied (19.6.67):. -

“The QCI delegates voted [at
the 1966 Conference] for  the
SLL’s amendment that the FI was
not deéstroyed. It is not possible
to go forward and build revolu-
tionary - parties except on i
basis. Those who left the Con-
ference on this issue joined the

* attack on the SLL by those who

have gone over to the camp of
bourgeois pacifism and they will
never return. We tell the OCh:
You czonot separate the return
to this formula, “together with
your - attacks-. on centralived

¥ “We- stresse

L o ot

" organization and the supposed
. “gltimatism” of - the Socialist
‘ Labour League, from the line-up
. of revisionist forces. on exgctly

these questions. = . =~ -

“In the preparation for the
Fourth Conference of the Toter-
national Committee, as our SLL
9th Conference resolution makes
clear, we will fight to xeafflrm
‘the decisions and gains of the
April 1966 Conference. Having
insisted -there on the continm;f
of = the . Fourth - Internatiomal,
rejecting the formula “The Fourth
International is dead” as 'a
middle-class, pessimistic rejection
of the revolutionary role of the
working class and of revolution-
ary consciousness, we went on to
formulate in the Commission on
the tasks of the International
Committee, the central principles
-~ of the type of Party we build, 2
Bolshevik ) )

t all trade

_union work, youth work, etc,
was -subordinated to this task.
We specifically  rejected  all
“spontaneity” and dicalist
theories of - the “organic” or
“natural” emergence -of revolu-
tionary parties through struggle)

Further, we drew the attention
of the OCI to the implications of
these differences for the develop-
ing situation in .France itself. It
is necessary to quote this section
in full, because it shows the
continuity in the positions the
SLL has taken on the political
questions involved, in contrast
to the OCI's caricature of the

. SLL position as one of abstract
" theorizing on philosophy:

‘Now the radicalization of the
workers in W Europe is proceed-
ing rapidly, particularly in France.
The election results there, the
threat of a return to the political
instability of the ruliog class in
the Fourth Republic, the mount~
ing strike struggles, the taking of
emergency  powers—all  these
place a premium on revolution-
ary preparation. There is always
a danger at such a stage of
development that a revolationary
party responds to the sityation in
the l‘warking_ chssbu ngty ;ga 2
revolutionary way, but api~
ation to. the level of struggle to

which the workers are restricted

by their own experience under
the old leaderships, ie., to ‘the -
inavitable initial confusion. Such
revisions of the fight for the
independent. party ~and - the
, Transitional ~ Programme  are
usually dressed up in the T
of getting closer to the working
‘class, unity with ‘all those. in
struggle, not posing ultimatums,
abandoning dogmatism, etc.’
~ The indications here for the
policy of the OCI in the May-
{une events, only 12 months
ater, discussed in our statement
of October 24 last are obvious.

“The ‘working-class united
front’ '
__ The OCD’s turning its back -
very deliberately on the theoreti-

‘cal Toundations of the building of
. the revolutionary party, particu-

larly in respect of the youth, is - -

the necessary companion of its
distortion of the Leninist policy
of united front. The capitulation
to spontangity is the link between
these two as) . Whereas Just
- wipes out the distinction between
sponfaneity and _revolutionary
‘consciousness, calling it ‘meta-
physical’, Lenin very deliberately
insists on this distinction: :
*The working class spontan-
eously gravitates towards
socialism: nonetheless, the most
widespread {and continuously
and diversely revived] bourgeols
ideology spontaneously imposes
itself upon the working class to
a still greater \degree. -
‘Hence our task, task of
Social-Democracy, is to
spontaneity, to divert the work-
ing-class - movement - this
!trac’l;1 .tgmmpst :
styiving to come under the wing
of the bourgeoisie, and to bring
it under the wing of ]
revolutionary social-democra %
{Ledin: ‘“What js to be Done
- Once this fundamental distine.
tion is oblterated, and .
conscious  siruggle for
devélopment  of Marxist theory
through conflict  with ~ spon-
taneously developing conscious- -
fﬁ“ {inside " as w;li as outside
& Marxist party} is dropped,
then the party’s cadres, above all”
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rrates Marxism and that the de-
fence of Marxist theory can only
be the defence of programme, i.e.,
the struggle to resolve the crisis
of leadership.’ . )
Certainly "1t _is~ only in the
struggle for the revolution that
. the fight for Marxism has any
meaning, but this struggle de-
mands a defence of Marxism in
the realms of - philosophy,
sociology, etc., ‘as well as at the
level of politics as such. The
youth in the AJS are being edu-
catell in the spirit of Just's dis-
tortions, and this is the meaning
of the opposition to the Young
Socialists’ amendment at Essen.
We have the representative of
the AJS, discussing the Essen
amendment at the -subsequent

meeting of - the ‘Liaison Com-

‘mittee’  set up .there, saying:
‘There 'is no ideological battle in
itself, no Marxist theory in it-
self, but ‘a programme which is
the = expression, concentrated

through the Marxist method, “of -

the totality of the struggles of

the proletariat, and upon which

an organization fights.” -~ -
We are not saying, of course,

that” there is such a thing as-’

‘ideological battle in = itself’ or
‘Marxist” theory in itself’, as we
have explajined in describing the
differences at the pre-Conference.
But we are certainly fighting
against those who seem to under-
stand the unity of theory and

practice as medning that -theory .

no longer exists, We are certainly
saying that dialectical matérialism
is. the theory of knowledge of
Marxism, of the path of struggle
from error to fruth~-not to a
‘final’  truth, @ but
making advances through contra-
dictory ' struggle to real. know-
ledge of the objective world as
we fight to change it and change
ourselves as -part of it, -Because
this is  rejected” by  the QCI
leadership, insofar as thay are
represented in the document be-
fore .us and in the writings of
Stephane "Just, they leave out
the - conflict .between the  de-
velopment of scientific conscious-
ness in. the revolutionary party
" and - the spontaneous conscious-

continually -

!

ness of the working class.

~ Stalinism Revisionism- &

the OCI g

The excursions of the OCI
into" historical questions of the
movement in this connection are
very instructive, So anxious are
they to refute the Essen amend-
ment that they contradict even
their-. own recent  writings.
According to the OCI decument,
the Essen amendment errs by
saying that revisionism can be
found  behind the development
of ‘Stalinism. 'No," they say, ‘be-
hind cach development of oppor-
tunism in the workers’ movement
there is not “ideology’ in the
form of ‘the revision (rejection}
of Marxism, there is the reality
of -social forces in conflict, the
class struggle - expressed in the
centre of the working-class move-
“ment ‘itself, which is both the
terrain’ and the stakes ‘in  the
struggle. This' created . justifica-
tions -in ‘the form of a revision
of Marxism.” And, on, the inter-
pretation, Stalin’s  revision - of
‘Marxism ‘expresses the interests
of the bureaucratic' caste which
is taking ~over political
power... . S

Once again we have develop-
ments in ideas interpreted purely
as expressions of the interest of
‘social forces’. This general truth
is used to deny any role to. the
conscious - struggle for theory.
Trotsky once compared the re-

volutionary party to a ‘labora-:
tory’, in which there certainly:

was, and must be, a temporary
but definite abstraction. of cer-
tain elements of the changing
reality, and definite theoretical
effort,” before understanding of
the reality of. the class struggle
could be taken further in revo-

lutionary practice, the results are .

to further enrich theory.

On the other side, revisionism,
like: any other idealist develop-
ment, has theoretical roots,
epistemological  roots in  un-
resolved theoretical
etc.; And only.under certain con-

-ditions -do- these traditions get ~
the -chance to develop and be-

@

traditions, ~

come ‘anchored’, as Lenin puts
it, in definite class . interests.!
Stalin’s revisionism (the doctrine
of socialism in one country) was
the product of Stalin’s (and
others) limited theoretical out-
look when encountering the in-
tractable realities of the early
1920s. It became ‘anchored’ in
the definite interests of the
bureaucracy, and could have
come. to dominance only on the
basis of this bureaucracy and

the social and cultural conditions:

‘which sustained it. For this
revisionism, and the bureaucratic
caste whose interests it
adequately represented, to suc-
ceed,
achieve what Trotsky called the
‘inner corrosion’ of the Bolshevik
Party itself, and that process was
above all one of ensuring the
destruction ‘of the theoretical
basis of the Party (in the cam-
paign against the theory of per-
manent revolution and the dis-
crediting of Trotsky as a previous
opponent of Lenin). -

" The dialectical relationship be-
ween ideas - and the classes or

ractions .of classes whose in-

“erests - they serve is entirely

- ‘wiped out by the OCI’s mechani-

tal and ‘sociological® theory that
ideclogicat changes are. simply
‘justifications’ ‘of social interests.
Revolutionary consciousness de-
veloped in -a struggle to -grasp
the changes  oc¢curring through
the struggle of opposites in the
objective world; this struggle and

‘change is fundamental, whereas"
the identity of opposites is tem-

porary and transitory.

It should at least be- recorded
in this discussion that in Step-
hane Just's ‘Defence of- Trot-
skyism’, published earlier in 1971,
which contains many of the mis-
taken. theories. which recur in
the OCI document, he did at
least. state a correct position on
this particular  matter. Answer-
ing: the Pabloites, who ‘explained’
the rise of Stalin by ‘objective’
conditions, Just replied:

‘It is not so-called “‘objective”
conditions which lie at the origin
of the isolation of the Russian

_proletariat and ‘of the Bolshevik

it ‘'was necessary  first to

-

British Socialist Labour League and Young Socialists rallie

_Party, of the degeneration of the

workers' state and of the Bol-
shevik Party, but so-called “sub-
jective™ conditions which lie at

the origin of these so-called .

“objective” conditions.’

Even though the use of ’the‘

adjective ‘so-called’ reflects ' ex-
traordinary confusion (as we
shall see, Just obliterates the
opposition of subjective and
objective), this quotation is quite
correct about the origins of the
degeneration of the workesrs’
state. At this point, since the
OCI promises another document
on the disputed questions, we
will make one specific request:
let them say categorically, is
dialectics the theory of know-
ledge of Marxism or not? And
if it is not, what were the con-
sequences, in Lenin’s theory and

practice, of his mistaken concep-.

-tions on this score. We do not
expect this request to be favour-
ably considered, and yet the

- author of the OCI document has

in fact already embraced a for-
mulation by Stephane Just which,
without referring to Lenin as
such, directly challenges his
basic idea. '

Stephane Just correc

Lenin *

The OCI document tells

us:

‘As S. Just recalls in his
“Defence of Trotskyism”: Con-
sidered as a historical andor-
ganic process, the formation of
the ' class-consciousness - of the
proletariat  depends - on ‘the
analysis of the development of
the class struggle and ends the
metaphysical  discussions - on
whether class-consciousness  is
brought in from the outside or
not, and on whether the wvan-

guard ‘is_self-appointed or not?”.”

Here we have arrived at the
crucial link "between the philo-
sophical and methodological

“errors of the OCI, on the one

hand, and their centrist political
tendency -on the other. Stressing
the  unity of the opposites,
Marxist theory and
working class, they ignore the

exploited

struggle of ‘these opposites in

- which the -unity consists. Just’s

‘organic’ conception serves very
well to belp recognize any
emerging ‘allies’ as more or less
legitimate expressions of this
organically developing conscious-
ness: An extended quotation on
this question from Just’s book
shows how, by a series of ration-
alistic formulae to ‘integrate’ all
the different aspects of the class

‘struggle, the actual dialectic of
‘how consciousness

is achieved
is abolished.

" ‘But it is abstraction to con-
sider the struggles and organiz-
ation of the proletariat outside
the totality of the social,
political and ideological relations
in society. They are born and
develop as one of the components
of the whole history of humanity.
They are fed on all this history
whose mainspring they become.
The struggle of the proletariat
against exploitation, the forms of
organization which it adopts,
concretize the basic contradiction
in bourgeois society, but this is
expressed in many forms within
all classes and social layers in
bourgeois society, through con-
tradictions which derive from the
production  relations of that
society.

‘The struggles of the proletariat

"and its organization feed in their

turn the social, political and
ideological contradictions and
antagonisms  within - bourgeois
society. The proletariat maintainsg
complex relations with all the
other classes in bourgeois society,
their struggles, their antagonisms,
their ‘political and ideological

.relations. There is nothing more

stupid than these symmetrical
views: . Class - consciousness
brought ifto the proletariat form
outside its struggles by “good
prophets”, bourgeois inteliectuals,
or the class-consciousness of the
proletariat monopolized by horny-
handed workers who praduce
surplus value, with the *“good”
petty bourgeocis or bourgeois
having to put themselves humbly
at the disposal of these workers
and to imitate them.
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ed over 8,500 trade unionists and youth last March in London.

tempt of the petty-bourgeois for
the proletariat: they make the
working class a present of their
consciousness and the others

imagine a mythical working class

made up of workers who are
incapable of going beyond the
narrow horizon of their immedi-
ate ‘exploitations. Fighting against
exploitation, trying to break the
social relations based on their
exploitation, in search of ways
and means of organizing, the
proletariat builds and develops its
consciousness in  an  organic
historical process fed by all its
. previous history and the relations
it maintains with all the other
social classes, their contradictions,
their antagonisms, the political,
social and ideclogical struggles
developed there. Thus petty-
bourgeois and bourgeois intellect-
uals can break with their class,
join the proletariat, participate in
the formation and development
of its class-consciousness, by
bringing the acquired knowledge
of other classes and social layers.
But the latter are radically
transformed when  they are
integrated into the struggle of
the proletariat which they enrich.
The struggles of the proletariat
give them a new content and a
new historical dimension.’
Because the proletariat’s role
is related to everything else that
happens in bourgeois society, and
because its existing consciousness
is dependent on the end-result of
all the interconnections, Just
forbids any study of the living
struggle. whereby the con-
tradiction between the working
class as object and the working
class as subject is overcome! No
wonder then that he  dismisses
the central idea of Lenin’s ‘What
is to be Done?’ as a ‘metaphysical
discussion’] )
_It was precisely against the
fype of ‘organic’ theory of
consciousness put forward by
Just that Lenin insisted very
firmly on the fact that Marxism
as a science was developed on
_the basis of a conscious theoreti-
cal effort by bourgeois intellectii-
als to grasp reality at the level
of the relations between all the
classes, and not at the level of

the experience or  existng
consciousness of the working
elass. If Just’s ‘organic’ point of
view were correct, why would
Lenin want to insist that left to
itself the proletariat can achieve
only trade vnion consciousness,
and that ¢this is bourgeois
consciousness? Because, although
wrom some god's eye view, or
from the point of view of pure
reason which has gathered into
itself all the determinations (or
‘moments’ as Just has it), the
beautiful whole can be seen as
integrated, nonetheless from the
standpoint of  revolutionary
practice the task is precisely the
struggle for political or socialist
consciousness against the ideology
imposed by the bourgeoisie and
its agencies.

In their anxiety to oppose this
insistence on the fight for
Marxist theory, for dialectical
materialism, and 'to make: them-
selves acceptable to others who

dismiss the basic importance of _
this question, the OCI are forced -

back on to the use of quotations
from Marx in a way which
deliberately counterposes general
statements of the principles of
historical materialism against the
specific developments of this
theory by Lenin. The document
quotes ‘The German Ideology’,
attempting to show by this that
it is nonsense to talk about:
fighting for socialist  class-
consciousness because only the
revolution itself can produce
such consciousness. {(*A massive
transformation of  man is
necessary for the mass creation
of this communist conscious-
pess . . . such a transformation
can only be wrought through a
practical movement, through a
revolution. . . ."} This is another
sophism. :

The fight to build the revolu-
tionary- party on the basis of
Marxist theory is the struggle for
conscious  leadership  of the
‘practical movement’ of the prole-
tarian revolution. Nor did our
original formulation suggest that
the fight for consciousness was
some abstract one taking place
entirely separately from the class
struggle. That is a distortion.

N\

What we said was ‘What was
most essential in the preparations
of the sections was to develop
dislectical materialism in a
struggle to understand and to
transform the consciousness of
the working class in the changing
objective conditions.” (emphasis
added). = What ~a  shameless
distortion to guote this and then
make jokes about people who
want to ‘develop’ dialectical
materialism  on the model of
exercising the muscles. ‘
These thoroughly anti-Marxist
views - on the character of
dialectical materialism and on the
nature of the relation between
theory and class-consciousness
cannot but be associated with a
revision of the Marxist positions
on the revolutionary party and
the relation to the working class.
Lenin’s argument on the question
of theory being ‘brought from the
outside’ was- directed to laying
the foundations of the revolution-
ary party in Russia. Just's
rejection of this as ‘metaphysics’
is directed towards the liquid-
ation of the positions of the
International Committee, which
have been fought for against re-
visionism in the Fourth Inter-

national. . .
In 1967 the SLL warned the

OCI on the political implications
of failure to build on the gains of

the 1966 Conference. The OCI

has now reaped the . political
harvest. Already by 1967 the
OCI presented once . again the
formula ‘the FI was destroyed

_under the pressure of hostile
social forces. (15.5.67)

The SLL Central Committee

replied (19.6.67):. “

‘The OCI delegates voted {[at
the 1966 Conference] for the
SLL’'s amendment that the FI was
not destroyed. It is not possible
to go forward and build revolu-
tionary parties except on i
basis. Those who left the Con-
ference on this issue joined the
attack on the SLL by those who
have gone over to the camp of
bourgeois pacifism and they will
never. return, We tell the OCI:
You cannot separate the return
to -this formula, ' together with
your  attacks. on centralized

organization and the supposed

. “yltimatism’ of the Socialist
Labour League, from the line-up
of revisionist forces. on exactly
these questions.

‘In the preparation for the
Fourth Conference of the Inter-
national Committee, as our SLL
9th Conference resolution makes
clear, we will fight to reaffirm
‘the decisions and gains of the
April 1966 Conference. Having
insisted there on the contipuity
of the Fourth International,
rejecting the formula “The Fourth
International is dead” as a
middle-class, pessimistic rejection
of the revolutionary role of the
working class and of revolution-
ary consciousness, we went on fo
formulate in the Commission on
the tasks of the Interpational
Committee, the central principles
~of the type of Party we build, 2
JBolshevik party. .

.7 *We stresse t all trade
union . work, youth work, etc.
was subordinated to thi task.
We specifically - rejected  all
“spontaneity” and = syndicalist
theories of - the “orgamic” or
“natural” emergence -of revolu-
tionary parties through struggle/

Further, we drew the attention
of the OCI to the implications of
these differences for the develop-
ing situation in.France itself It
is necessary to quote this section
in full, because it shows the
continuity in the positions the
SLL has taken on the political
questions involved, in contrast
to the OCK's caricature of the
SLL position as one of abstract

_ theorizing on philosophy:

‘Now the radicalization of the
workers in W Europe is preceed.
ing rapidly, particularly in Frunce,
The election results  there, the
threat of a return to the political
instability of the ruling class in
the Fourth Republic, the mount.
ing strike struggles, the taking of
emergency = powers—all  these
place a premium on revolution-
ary preparation. There is always
a danger at such a stage of
development that a revolutionary
party responds to the situation in
the working class not in &
revolutionary way, but by adapt-
ation to. the level of struggle to

which the workers are restricted
_ by their own experience under
the old leaderships, ie., to the
inevitable initial confusion. Such
revisions of the fight for the
independent - party ' and - the
_Transitional  Programme = are
' usually dressed up 1n the disguise
of getting closer to the working
class, unity with those . in
struggle, not posing ultimatums,
abandoning dogmatism, etc.’

The indications here for the
policy of the OCI in the May-
{une events, ‘only 12 months
later, discussed in our statement
of QOctober 24 last are obvious.

The ‘working-class united
front’ : ‘

_. The OCI's turning its back . -
very deliberately on the theoreti-
‘cal foundations of the building of
the revolutionary party, particu-

larly in respect of the youth, is - -

the necessary companion of its -
distortion of the Leninist policy
of united front. The capitulation
to spoptaneity is the link between
these two aspects. Whereas Just
. wipes out the distinction between
spontaneity = and _revolutionary
consciousness, calling it ‘meta-
physical’, Lenin very deliberate]
insists on this distinction: :
“The working class spontan-
eously gravitates towards
socialism: nonetheless, the most
widespread [and continuously
and diversely revived] bourgeois
ideology spontaneously. imposes
itself upon the working class to
a still greater \degree.

‘Hence our task, the task of
Social-Democracy, is to combat
spontaneity, to divert the work-
ing-class - movement from - this
spontaneous,  trade - unionist
striving to come under the wing
of the bourgeoisie, and to_ bring
it - under . the wing of thcl
revolutionary  social-democra %
{L&fin: *What 'js to be Done
_Once this fundamentsl distinc-
tion 'is obliterated, and .
conscious - struggle  for e -
devélopment' of Marxist theory
through } with - spon-
taneously - developing conscious-
ness (inside as well as outside
the Marxist party) is dropped,
then the party’s cadres, above all
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its youth, are raised entirely in

. a spirit of. ‘adaptation to existing .

centrist and opportunist forces,
no matter how much this is
hidden\ behind a -screen  called
_‘working-class united front’.

In the last four years, the OCI
has staked all its policy on this
‘working-class united fromt’. In -
the name of moving forward from
abstract proclamations on the

- united ffont towards taking into
account the actual development
of the working class, they have
in fact subordinated the buxldmg
of the independent revolutionmary

party to the general truth that the -

working class in struggle first
tests out its traditional mass
organization. Taken one-sidedly,
without concentration on the
independent role of the revolu-
tionary party, this can only result
in becoming a hand-maiden of

the revolutionary party? On the .

contrary: precisely at a time when
the sections of the FI are emerg.
ing in struggle from a generation
of isolation and the dominance of
propaganda methods, all the well-
known dangers from : the
necessary tactic of united front
come to the fore and must be
consciously guarded against. -

Only theoretical training can
do that, a theoretical training
fought for in the building of our
independent  resources, our
independent political line..

What are these dangers? We
already know their manifestation
at Essen, in_ the international
youth movement. We have al-
ready indicated their results in

the failure to go beyond the

demand for a ‘central strike com-
mittee’  in

the existing leadership of the! could have been avoided. The

working class.

warnings against these dangers

In conditions where the con. abound in the theoretical work

* tradiction between the needs and of Lenin and Trotsky. The fact

demands of the masses and the
reformist and Stalinist bureau-
cracy becomes extremely acute,
then the first consideration is
the theoretical preparation of the :
cadre against all adaptation to
spontaneity.

At every vital stage of his
"struggle -against Stalinism,
Trotsky returned to the essential

theoretical - preparation’ of the
youth.  After explaining the
lessons of the anti-Trotskyist

campadign: of the Stalinists, and
outlining * the tasks of the
opposition, Trotsky concluded:
‘Today the .theoretical educanon
of the youynger generation is our
supreme task.” (Feb. 7, 1930).
Five years later, in the midst of
~many discussions about = the
united front and the relations
‘between the  centrists and the
building of  the Fourth Inter-
national, Trotsky wrote:

‘The task at present

is to

prepare the Gcadres of Leninist

“youth, to raise them to the level
of the tasks of our epoch. In this
sphere, the requirements are
special theoretical ‘clarity,  ideo-
logical honesty and an . irrecon-
cilability to opportunism and to
diplomacy.’ )
+ *The conservative  centrist
_apparatuses inherited from the
“past. must be prevented from
.checking. - the  revolutionary.

‘development of the proletarian. Lessons of ‘history

vanguard; that is the task!' (April
24, 1935)

At “Essen we had a clash
between this conception on the
one ‘hand, and ‘a conception of
playing down theoretical prepar-
ation and ‘ideological indepen-

dence of the revolutionary van--

guard - for the sake of alliances
with the remnant of international
centrism on the other; Essen was
the extreme limit of the attempt
~of the Socialist' Labour League
-and the IC majority to fight this
‘centrist. tendency . within
same international organization,
Again ~ Trotsky’s  words’ ~are
- perfectly apposite:

“The Bolsheviks have no reason
for . ‘nniting _ with the centrists.
“‘Hollow “international parades are
“of no use to us, Revolutionists do
~not flirt 'with centrists at con-
_ferences but
day-to-day work against them in
their own. Countries. .and  they

‘participate in- their own reyolu--

. tionary international- conferences,
‘where they do not blow soap-

hubbles but  discuss' and = decide

the quesnons of © the  ‘class.

struggle.’ (April 24, 1935.)

The OCI has fallen. .into .the
trap of converting the tactic of
‘the "united front into its whole

“ policy. This can only mean that
the ‘independent : programme . of
_the . revolutionary party,
‘repedted . on suitable . solemn
** occasions, becomes no longer the
“actual guiding line of the party,
~fought for by an independent
cadre - which constantly  deepens
“its: theoretical understanding of
" the historic significance  of this
programime. through partidipation .
in:the class struggle and’ study of
the living movement. It is clear
from - all “the publications and
‘campaigns. of - the ‘OCI (as well as
from the theoretical positions we
have already discussed) that the
‘youth .in . the  OCI are being
trained excluswely -around ‘this
‘mistaken conception of the united
-.front; they are trained to believe
..that by -campaigning consistently

as the only principled fighters for"

the - unity - of all working-class’
organizations, | against the
bourgeois  governmert, - and - for
‘a:government of these workers'
organizations, they will win the
best - elements. in the working
““class and in this way bmld their
- party.

" Is this pohcy sufﬁczent to build -

the -

carry on: tireless

while "

that théy went unheeded is a sure
indication of the weight of hostile
» class pressures behind the line of
the OCI leadership. Trotsky,
. writing and speaking at the time
“of the Third and Fourth Con-
gresses of the Communist Inter-
national, (often specifically about
the French Communist Party) de-
‘voted many thousands of words
to the question of the .united
‘front, but never .once went
beyond desecribing it and advocat-
ing its use as a tactic. (‘First Five
Years of the Comintern’, Vol. II).
Nor was this tactic applicable in
all cases or at all stages in the

development of the revolutionary ‘

movement.

‘In -cases where the Com-
.munist  Party ‘still remains an
organization of an  insignificant
minority, the question of its con-
duct on the mass-struggle front
does not - assume - _decisive
practical  and organizational
significance. In such conditions,
most - actions remain under the
leadership of the old “organiz-
ations which by reason of their
powerful - traditions continue to
play the decisive role. Similarly,
the problem of ‘the united front
does not arise - in countries
where . . . the CP is the sole
leading orgamzat:on of the toil-
ing masses.’

We cannot simply ‘take
phrases from the history of the
communist movement about the
necessity for the unifed front,
and transplant them ‘as timeless
truths into the present.
always a question of understand-
ing definite- and. necessary stages
in the development of the revo-
Iutionary party in - relation to
the development of “the workmg
class and its rieeds. This is what
Lenin explained in the discus-
sion -on ‘tactics' at " the Third
Comintern Congress +(1921):

‘The first- stage in our struggle
was  to create a  genujne Ccom-
munist party; ' so that -we : could

know with whom we were talk-:

ing, and  in whom' we  could

have complete confidence. At the:

first ~and ‘second congresses we
saxd
.- But now we have to g0 a

bxt further. The second stage, -

after we have created the. party,
:must be to learn hHow to prepare

the revolution. In many countries

we-have not even begun to learn
how to win the: leadership . ..

“The - sections . of
national Commiittee are mnot, of
course, at - the same stages of
development 'as the parties of
the - Comintern.  These. sections,:
as. part “of .the Fourth Inter-
national, have had their -own
specific -evolution, with its own
specxﬁc ‘stages, . .in . the:
against Stalinism and revisionism,
in . objective. conditions- different

from' thosé. of the years after

World War 1,

But’we: ‘can certainly say that

- these - sections  have defended
Trotskyism and  have developed
as .revolutionary = parties, ~and

will- continueto do 'so, only on -

the basis ~that the building - of
independent  revolutionary par-
ties -is  the central task of our
‘whole epoch. These parties must
indubitably work out .the way to’
use’ the ' united front tactlc in
each country. iR

But the OCI is makmg the
united front a‘principle to which
the: independence- of -the van-
guard “and “the deve!opment of
Marxist theory are’ subordinated.

Under today's conditions this is -

equivalent to a. new and more
sophisticated form of the liquida-
tionism which has been the main
content of revisionism in the
Fourth International.

1968. - These results -

" sult, .

It 'is:

“Out with" the centristsl”

the Inter- )

- fight -

_ mobilizativa

The history of the struggle for
the Fourth International is strewn
with warnings ' against these
dangers which exist in the united
front tactic,  and for good
reason.
following extracts from Trotsky S
writings in Germany in I931-
1932, writings in which he deals
fully with the question of the
united front, and indeed where
the main emphasis was on the
necessity. of the united front.
His warnings therefore carry
special weight:

‘That a workers' party is com-
pelled to carry out the policy of
the united front—that is not to
be gainsaid. But the policy of
the united front has its dangers.
‘Only an experienced and a tested
‘revolutionary party can carry
out this policy successfully. In
any case, the policy of the
united front cannot serve as a
.programme for a revolutionary
party. And in the meantime, the
entire activity of the SAP is
now being built on it. As a re-
the policy of the united
front is being carried over into
the party itself, that is, it serves
to smear over the contradictions
between the wvarious tendencies.
And that is precisely the fu. 'a-
mental function of centrism.

- “To reduce the whole policy of
the  proletariat to agreements
with the reformist organizations
or, still worse, to the abstract
slogan of ‘“‘unity”, is something
that only spineless centrists of
the stripe of the Socialist
Workers Party (SAP) can do. For
the Marxists,
policy is merely one of the
“methods in the course of the
class struggle. Under certain
conditions this method becomes
completely useless; it would be
absurd to want to conclude an
‘agreement with the reformists for
the socijalist revolution. But
there are conditions under which
the rejection of the united front
may ruin the revolutionary party
for many decades to come . . .

There could be no clearer
warning to the OCI: * . . the
policy of the united front can-
not ‘serve as a programme for a
revolutionary party . . . the en-
tire activity of the SAP is now,
being  built on it." And this is
centrism.

OCEF is graphically illustrated by

the following extract from their =

latest policy statement: .

‘What government deserves
confidence of the workers?
{Extract . from the  political re-
port for the conference of Feb-
ruary 5-6.)

‘In a political situation where
the struggles of the workers,
which are necessary for the im-
provement of their wages .and
pensions, against the worsening
of their living and working con-
ditions, 'against ‘unemployment,
do not bring the anticipated "re-
sults, increased prices, super-
exploitation in all its forms im-
posed- by the government “on

behalf of the employers, inevit- -

ably wipe out every success.
‘In" a situation where every

serious action, even 1f, we repeat,

its . point .of departure is a- par-
tial -demand, leads to the posing

cof the fundamental question of

power, - each , organization - is

_-obliged to formulate ‘and to pre- -
‘sent to the workers the govern-
mental - solution which corres-
-pondsto. 'the interests "of the

workers. The will of the work-
ing masses and the youth to"win
satisfaction of their demands and

- hopes cannot be doubted, but in
will. can- be -
‘realized, an immediate objective

order that this.

is. necessary: replace the Pom-
pidou-Chaban-Delmas ~ govern-
ment with - another government.
A government  which would. re-
spond positively to the aspira-
tions of the masses, because it
would rest for support on the.
of the workers in
struggle against the emplovers

and the state.
" “The

working . class expects
clear_answers from its . organiza- -
tions, - the conquest ‘of govern- .
mental power cannot consist only

of a change-of ministerial per-

sonnel. It is not general phrases
against the monopolies, but only:

" through a political and: organic

break with the. French capitalists

and  all their bourgeois - parties

that -an orientation 'can be made
in deeds and not just words'fo-
wards. a. change of government.
We: shall not tire of saying this
over and over again, of repeating
it afresh, certain of -expressing’
the will of the working masses.

‘It s necessary to define
clearly: the political content and

Representative are the -

the united front-

: The extent to. which
~ this process has “gone in- the

. ment represents today

. concretizing - - the

“form of the goveinment corres-

ponding to the aspirations of
the workers, because it is this
government, leaning on the
masses in struggle against the
employers and the state, which
will decide what measures to
take. If it is not said clearly:
‘not one capitalist minister, not
a single representative of the
bourgeois parties will -sit. along-

‘side us in the government,’ then

we would be accepting class-
collaboration, and nothing would
be done to advance along the
road struggle against the high
cost of living-and unemployment,
for the true satisfaction of
demands.

‘The only politically respons-
ible thing to do is to say to the
leaders of the mass organizations
who claim to speak for the in-
terests of the workers: ¢ To
accept the presence of represen-
tatizes of the bourgeoisie in the
government, even in limited
number, is to reject any pros-
pect of making any inroads into
property rights in the major
means of production, to open
the door wide for runaway
deterioration of living and work-
ing conditions, to leave un-
touched the police state con-
structed by Marcellin to defend
the interests of capital.

‘It is only on this basis that

the government of united
workers’ organizations, for which

. the workers are ready to fight,
‘can meet

the needs of the
workers and the youth. The

_necessity_ of the common struggle

for the workers’ government
flows from the decisions taken
by the government, the conse-
quences of which will be to

reinforce the general offensive

of capitalism against the work-
ing class. The workers’ govern-
ment iS an economic necessity
because the ' struggle of the
working class to defend itself
against exploitation has become
a political struggle for its
demands. -

‘It is' necessary to drive out,

and with the utmost spced, the-

bourgeois' government and the
bourgeois ministers. The unity of

all  workers wanting to fight

capitalism, . of the organizations
which - bring them together and
of “the .leaders’ who speak in

their name, must impose the
workers’ government. - For this
objective, it “is ' ‘necessary to

combine and unite in a powerful
united front of workers’ organ-

- _izations, which must undertake

to ‘carry out a real struggle

~ against the bourgeois government.

Socialism is not in some distant

and obscure future; the will to

fight for' the workers’ govern-
the im-
mediate step to be: realized, for
the lessons which- great masses

~.are assipilating more and .more

consists in this; if the power of

capital is not overturned, explcut- -

ation ‘cannot be abohshed (‘In-
formations Ouvrlérs January 5-

-12,°1972)

These  are questions which
French Trotskyists cannot avoid.
Is' the policy of united front
sufficient for ‘the building of the
revolutionary party? The history
of the Fourth International gives
an unequivocal Nol What is the

.‘content. of the united front? It

must not be simply a matter of
expressing - generally the aspira-
tions of - the masses for unity,
but must state firmly the area
of united front. agreement in
relation. to the programme of

-the revolutionary party, which

expresses the revolutionary in-
terests of the working class.

"The OCI advances no such
programme, and confines itself
to the general slogan of a
workers’ government formed by
the - existing workers” organiza-
tions. Without such a programme
the door is opened for the social
democrats ~ and = Stalinists to
arrive at a' false ‘united  front’
which_ is = nothing - more ~ than
reformist - treachery. “ Again this
is not a new question in the

“history of our movement. Trot-

sky = wrote. in ‘the summer of
1934, in France;

- ‘We - criticized Naville for not
revolutionary
content of ' the united front,
thus. permitting the two bureau-
cracies to seize upon this slogan

* without great risk.’

T 'With- this distortion of_ the

tactic of the united front, the .
OCI goes over to the essence

of the revisionism which has for
20" years attacked the Fourth
International. The difference
here is not one of emphasis but

" obscurantism [(where

of principle. Trotsky, writing on
the ILP in 1933, condemned

. a united front made not for

.one single "practical action but

‘for collaboration in general....
There cannot be the slightest
doubt about where Trotskyists
place their essential concentra-
tion. Every day of the history of
our movement, especially in the
fight against Pabloxte revisionism,
has reinforced Trotsky’s warning:

‘The policy of a united front
with reformists is obligatory, but
it is of necessity limited to par-
tial tasks. There -can be no
thought of making the socialist
revolution in a united front with
reformist organizations. The prin-
cipal task of a revolutionary
party consists in freezing the
working class from the influence
of reformism.’ (September 1933.)

The ‘government of united
workers’ organizations' in which
the OCI wants to participate is
clearly a government of the
bourgeois  state.  Revisionism
opens the door to reformism.

If. this point has had to be
explained at length, it is because
the consequences of error on
this score are truly enormous.
For the sake of a practical
‘alliance’ with Lora of the Boli-
vian POR, the OCI leaders - ‘re-
constructing’ the Fourth Inter-
national in Latin America after
their own prescriptions chose to
forget even their own criticisms
of the POR’s capitulation to
Stalinism in 1970. They adopted
a position on the Bolivian re-
volution which totally liguidates
the independence of the working
class and_the revolutionary van-
guard, not merely into the trade
union bureaucracy and the
Stalinist apparatus, but into the
bourgeois nationalism of Torres.

All the demagogic talk from
the OCI about the ‘universal
republic -of Soviets’, with the
Bolivian Popular Assembly
its first manifestation, all the 'taﬁ:
about the permanent revolution,

' is disguise for the awful reality

that the working class was placed
under the domination of bour-
geoisie. Because of this the
counter-revolution was able to
isolate and repress the working
class without the Popular As-
sembly being able to carry out
any real mobilization of ‘the
masses.

Lora and the Assembly sup-
ported the Torres regime, they
did not prepare for its overthrow
in ‘any way; and finally, with the
counter-revolution at the gates,
the POR itself appealed for thc
arming of the masses . . . by
Torres!

There could be no more fit-
ting end to this reply. Lora's
party tock to its logical and
practical conclusion the oppor-
tunistic opposition to theory
entailed in the positions of the
OCIL It is time to draw all the
lessons of this experience, in line
with those of the Belgian Generil
Strike, of the Ceylon coalition
and of Algeria. With such
policies and programmes, a split
in the International Committee
of the Fourth International was
shown to be absolutely necessary
and inevitable.

CONCLUDED
* ‘Dialectics is the theory
knowledge of (Hegel . 1)

Marxism. This is the "aspect Jf
the matter (it is not “an aspe. "
but the essence of the matte r)
to which  Plekhanor, not :o
speak of other Marx:sts paid 0

attention.’” (Emphasis in origin;l,)

Lenin: ‘On the Question of Dza-
lecties’. Collected Works Val,
38, p. 362.

** Roger Garaudy: ‘Les Sources
Francaises du Socialisme Scienti-
ggue’, revised edition, 1949, p,

.

' ‘Human knowledge is not a

' straight line, but a curve, which

endlessly approximates a series
of circles, a spiral. Any frag-
ment, segment, section of this
curve can be transformed (trans-
formed, one-sidedly} into arn in-
dependent, complete, straight
line, which then {if one does not
see the wood for the trees) leads
into- the quagmire, into clerical
it is an-
chored by the class interests of
the ruling classes’ Lenin: Vol.
38, p. 363.)




MAY 29, 1972

BULLETIN

PAGE 13

Al

B exgoteliner

PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE
IN THE SOVIET UNION. By
Loren R. Graham, Alfred A.
Knopf, New York, 1972. $15.00.

The intention of this book is to
present a description of the in-
teraction of science with the
philosophy of dialectical ma-
terialism in the Soviet Union
from the time of the October
Revolution up to the present.
The author examines this
development as it has emerged
in the fields of quantum
mechanics, relativity theory,
cosmology and cosmogony,
genetics, the origins of life,
structural chemistry, cyber-
netics and physiology and psy-
chology.

The author is careful to distinguish
the genuine creative development of
dialectical materialism by many
Soviet scientists in their endeavors
from the official Stalinist dogma of
““Marxism-Leninism’’ which the
bureaucracy has used to hold back the
development of science, as well as all
other areas of cultural and political
life.
In so far as the author has brought out
the historical issues of the Stalinist per-
version of science, and documented the
courageous struggle for a dialectical ma-
terialist understanding of nature on the
part of many Soviet scientists against Sta-
linism, he has made a very positive
contribution toward the development of
science and philosophy.
~ The author blinds himself to the fact

'that Leninism was partisan against the
enemies of the working class whereas Sta-
linism spared no energy in suppressing
the working class and preserving the pri-
vileges of the bureaucracy. The political
suppression of freely developing scien-
tific and cultural activities by the bu-
reaucracy, which flowed from its hos-
tility to the independent development of
the working class and the intelligentsia,
was in sharp contrast to Lenin’s en-
couragement of scientific and cultural ac-
tivities in the early years of the Soviet
Union.

MYOPIA

This historical myopia is related to the
author's philosophical perspective. A
chapter is devoted to a survey of dia-
lectical materialism as conceived by
Marx, Engels and Lenin, and it attempts
an assessment of Marxist philosophy and
its relevance to science. Graham is a con-
firmed empiricist and skeptic who derides
Marxism for not being supple enough in
revising its ‘‘doctrines” in light of new
facts, which is how he conceives scien-
tific theories to have developed. He
writes: “If Marxism is to claim that
it is  scientific, it must in
principle be willing to question the uni-
versal committment to political re-
volution if empirical data seem to justify
such questioning.” -

The author of this book,. like the Em-
pirio-Critics, tries to reconcile dialectical
materialism with an agnostic outlook si-
milar to Hume and Mach which he calls
“realism." In his schema, dialectical ma-
terialism is reduced to a set of practical
rules of thumb which can aid the scientist
in avoiding certain methodological pit-
falls such as reductionism.

He finds himself accepting much of the
practical value of a dialectical ma-
terialist understanding of nature, but he is
unwilling to go along with the insistence
on materialism as a fundamental philo-
sophical stand on the nature of objective
reality. He feels that a materialist stance
is an unwarranted assumption that can
never be proved though it may indeed have
certain heuristic value for the scientist.

PRODUCT
Materialism. however, is not an a priori
assumption, but the product of the de-
velopment of thought. Only when man
first looked beyond himself to an in-
dependently existing objective world
enuld scientific theory develop. The proof

of all theory has been man's ability to
change the world, to reconstruct to his
ends the material world on the basis of the
ideas he developed about its independent
functioning through his previous practice.

However, this must not be understood in
any simple direct way as the pragmatist
does. Theory cannot usually be im-
mediately translated into correct prac-
tice. There is a continuing approximation
of our ideas to the movement of matter
which is historically developed. Thus,
theory is continually enriched and dee-
pened through man’s practice.

Marxism is a materialist philosophy not
because it has discovered some deductive
argument which ‘‘proves’ materialism,
for this would be nothing more than scho-
lasticism. It maintains a materialist posi-
tion because it is the highest development
of scientific theory that has been proved in
practice.

One could say that materialism has been
the telos of the development of theory if
one does not take this in the Hegelian idea-
list manner as the inner development of

the idea of materialism. Rather it must be

viewed as the reflection of man's con-
tinuing struggle against nature which has
led him more and more to adopt the con-
clusion of philosophical materialism and
to constantly enrich and deepen his un-
derstanding of the forms of matter in
motion. The task of philosophy is to re-
flect this process and not to impose upon it
an abstract model of formal proofs taken
over from mathematics.

A dialectical materialist philosophy of
science remains open to the new dis-
coveries and statistical data developed by
science. It does not, however, throw out
past theoretical acquisitions the moment
they come into conflict with the new dis-
coveries and lean on ad hoc hypotheses to
“‘explain” the new data. The latter method
is the anti-theoretical empirical method
that dominates the outlook of many Wes-
tern scientists and philosophers.

How Stalinism Strangled

On the other hand, to turn one’s back to

the new discoveries and their im- -

plications which challenge the adequacy of
the present level of theory in order to
“defend’’ the traditional outlook is a dog-
matic method that is hostile to science and
philosophy and ultimately is hostile to the
dextielopment of man’s struggle against
nature. o

REACTIONARY
Such an attitude has historically been
tied to reactionary bureaucratic cliques
and ruling classes whose vested interests
demanded that the clock of human history
be turned back. 1t is therefore no accident
that the decaying Catholic Church of the

Renaissance persecuted such great scien-
tists as Copernicus and Galileo, that the .

German fascists launched a campaign
against ‘‘Jewish metaphysics” in the
sciences, nor is it an accident that the Sta-
linist bureaucracy murdered many dis-

tinguished scientists, such as the gene-

ticist N.1. Vavilov, as part of their cam-
paign against the reactionary ‘‘bourgeois
sciences.”’

- One of the strengths of Soviet science
has been that it had to deal with questions
of philosophy. This was an expression of
the October Revolution and the theo-
retical development that led to it and
which it in turn sustained. Lenin had posed
tHe importance of scientists confronting
philosophical questions in his philo-
sophical testament “On Militant Ma-
terialism.”

A tremendous impetus was given to the
development of culture and science after
the Revolution. This was accomplished
through the liberation of artists and scien-
tists from brutal suppression and cen-
sorship of the Czarist regime. The de-
velopment of culture was openly en-
couraged both financially and spiritually
by the new Soviet government. This heri-
ta¥e of free creative cultural de-
velopment reflected the movement and

i

YR

Stalin (above} and Russian bureaucracy twisted sciences fo aid defense of their pri-
vileges. This set back Soviet science for decades. Top right, charlatan Lysenko.

Soviet Science

aspirations of the Russian workers and
peasants. Precisely for this reason, the
Stalinist bureaucratic clique, which was
fed by the demoralization and defeats of
the working class in the 1920’s and 1930°s
had to behead this blossoming of culture.
“Thus, at the same time as Stalin moved
to suppress the Left Opposition headed by
Trotsky, be launched a campaign of ideo-
logical and ultimately physical terror
against the arts and sciences. But the des-
truction of the spirit of the October Re-
volution could not be accomplished over-
night. It was also important that this des- -
truction look to people as if it were a con-
tinaity with the past, and not a break from
it. :

Therefore, the old forms of Marxist
terminology were used tfo convey
a new content. Ideological hacks took
quotes of Marx, Engels and Lenin out of
context and used them to smother all crea-
tive development by labelling their op-
ponents idealists, Machists, etc.

In this way, dialectical materialism was
transformed into its opposite in the hands
of the bureaucracy—into a mechanical
materialism that was hostile to the new
developments in science instead of seeing
in these developments a challenge that
confronts the adeguacy of our present
theoretical concepts.

The author _presents a well-re-
searched and invaluable historical ac-
count of the struggle against the Stalinist
perversion of science and explains the
issues behind the ‘“debates.”” The bu-
reaucracy’s attacks on the integrity of
science reached its sharpest expression in
the affair of T.D. Lysenko and his dic-
tatorial stifling of genetics, under the su-
pervision of Stalin. The legitimate philo-
sophical issues that were raised by Ly-
senko’s campaign for ‘“Soviet biology”’
were minimal. The whole affair was a re-
flection of the panic of the bureaucracy in
the face of the agricultural crisis which it
had itself engendered with its bu-
reaucratic forced collectivization
program.

CHARLATAN = -

The blind, pragmatic selution of the bu-
reaucracy to this crisis led to the pseudo-
scientific charlatan Lysenko assuming in-
stitutional control over a large field of
Soviet biological science, particularly in
the period from 1947 to 1964. In the
process, theoretical research into gene-
tics was set back for decades in the Soviet
Uinion and enormous practical damage
was done to Soviet agriculture,

Lysenko put forward the “‘theory” that .
the acquired characteristics of an'or-
ganism could be inherited after just a
few generations. He opposed genetics .
on the grounds that genes were no-
thing but metaphysical postulates

‘and because genetics, which denies the

possibility of inberiting aequired cha-
racteristics, was opposed to the
materialist dictum that an organism
interacts with its environment and
through this interaction is changed.
Lysenko's argument was merely a crude
schematic materialism that flew in the
face of the progress of scientific know-
ledge about Eenetics. )

To deny that acquired characteristics
can be inherited is not to deny that the
genes which pass on inherited charac-
teristics are themselves the end product of
a process of interaction between the
organism and its environment lasting
millions of years. During this time, a
process of natural selection takes place
which insures that those characteristics
hest suited to a particular environment
will survive and be transmitied to
succeeding generations through the

_ genetic code.

There have, however, been many medio-
crities and charlatans in history. Lysenko
rose to a position of power because the
Stalinist bureaucracy saw in him the
answer to their prayers. His ‘‘theory”
seemed to promise miraculous resulls in.
the controlled evolution of grains and live-
stock. Furthermore, the theoretical
research of the geneticists did not result in
any immediate practical results, although
the application of genetics theory was to
soon dramatically revolutionize agri-
cultural technique. Lysenkoism was there-
fore made the official scientific dogma -
and genetics was ruthlessly suppressed.

TO BE CONTINUED
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Stanley King Speaks Out On Marxism

The following is an interview conducted with Stanley King in the Tombs Prison in New
York City by a Bulletin reporter. Stanley King is a member of the Tombs Seven who were

testify to the fact that they themselves
have seen brutality here; they them-

Bulletin: The trial of the “Tombs 7"
began recently. How were you framed up?
King: Framed is a very, very good word

~want to use it.

to use. It started around August, 1970. We
had addressed ourselves to every agency
in the city in reference to the problems we
were having. :

Bulletin: What were the demands you
were raising? : )

King: Ten points, in reference to the ina-
dequacies of counsel, the long delays in de-
tention centers, high bails (which are
ransom), false representation by legal aid
(they were working with the District At-
torney's office), the high censoring of the
mail, discarding of personal property, the
abuse of visitors when they came in the
evenings, the poor medical ward, the poor
medical treatment which was given, and
basically the judiciary system was being
attacked.

We presented these demands on July
28th and again on August 10th in the ele-
vator on the 9th floor, we had a thing, and

‘we were able to hold a press conference

and what not.

Bulletin: They let the press in?

King: Well they let two Associated
Press members in who were distributing
whatever we said to the media, ‘And we

~ had an attorney selected by Barnes to .

come up and make sure there were no il-~
legalities in statements, McGrath was
mouthing off proposals for legislation.
And after that a few of the aspiring poli-
ticians came in and ran their rhetoric.
about what they were going to do, what
they could do. °

And as we know the development in Oc-

-tober occurred, the one which we are in-

dicted for now. The same demands were

presented. It was clear they wanted to use

it as a political argument. You know, what
this politician is not doing against that
politician. And meanwhile the people suf-
fer, right? '

It was proven by our own investigation

that everything that we demanded was .

within ‘the realm ¢f possibility “without
costing any more money than it was
already costing.

In order fo justify the claim that they
couldn’t do what they did, they went on to _
proceed to say “Well we need X amount of
money for this and X amount of money for
that,” right? In reality the whole thing
turned-out to be just what it was, an eco- -
nomical thing, it wasn't even a question of
justice. It was just a quéstion of how much
‘money they could make.at a time with an

“inmate as being a part of this product they

were producing, mass producing, and re-
peating and forcing it into the position of

- heing reproduced again for certain seg-

ments hut at the same amount of money.
And every time the budget goes in they

.would claim-that they would need more -

money to do the same thing over again,
that they hadn’t been doing:in the first
place: o - ,
This is their capitalist structure, this is
the way they fanction. Bverything has a
price, and their manner of getting around

- .giving the people anything in -this in-

stance was simple, they claimed that they
didn’t have enough money. But yet.at the
same time they’re spending money doing
nothing but claim they need more money "
to do.something. . : SR
They spend where they want. As far as
we are concerned, all .of this, it verifies
the economic crisis upon the people. The
state had the money to use any way they

Bulletin: What about the rebellion in Oc-
tober?: - - ~ ;

King: We were in the auditorium of the
institution and it was there that it took

-place. We held it for five days, we con-

stantly made demands to see Mayor Lind-
say. which was a primary concern, but

~basically our purpose for that was to get

his statements in public to the effect that
what he could do and what he couldn’t do,
we knew what he could do, because we
knew his powers. We intended to force him

.+ as far as we could to the wall with every
- demand we possibly could, in sanctioning

every demand we possibly could to verify

the- enormous power one individual has
" nver the people. - S

When - you attack Lindsay v‘or attack
Rockefeller you're attacking a structure,

framed up by the government during the prison rebellions; During his time in prison, King
has taken up a study of Marxist theory. ) .

everything, and their control is
based upon one thing, their own
gain. They have no interest in

who they use to maintain their control. I
understand that. My point is that as long
as it could be made clear to the people
they do not have any relationship what-
soever to.these so-called politicians that

" are elected to office, as representatives of

their voice. They have no concern whai-
soever ~ for ' ‘the ' people, and their

concern is predominantly one thing, to-

maintain control for their own survival.
The only thing which could have been
implemented by him was what was im-
plemented in Attica—to attack. It should
be evident and clear that when the system
attacks the people regardless of their
demands they have lost that. one valid
point-—control.. And control is over the
mind. The mind is no longer locked up in
the condition where it believes everything
it is told anymore. ;
On the day before we released the hos-

~tages Lindsay went on the air and made a
- statement to the effect of “let them go,

etc, etc.”” We had a meeting with Lindsay
after the hostages were released. We went
down to the dining room and we had a two
hour conversation with him. And in every-
thing that we asked and spoke of, he was in

agreement, even on amnesty, right? But.

the statement which was the catch was ‘I

do not have the judiciary power” to “‘to-
. tally decide whether there should be any

indictments or not stemming from this or

any criminal actions.”’ This is a le.
They didn’t indict in October. Then they

came up ‘with a 76 count indictment in Ja-

_nuary of 1971,

That’s been 16 months ago. We have
heen taken to court, we haven’t been in

--court together. The last time we were in

court, the seven together, was on January
25-when we were indicted, Since then we

- haven’t been in a court together. Since

then we've had 3 ‘“‘co-counsel” visits,
where we were all together. Now, just in

- February of this year, District Attorney

Fine who's been handling the case sud-
denly decides that he wants to put in a
brief of separation, separating the cases.

He wants to take three to trial at once,
and four alone. This is all of a sudden. Be-
cause we're supposed to be a threat and a

danger to the court procedure. We were

set.up for this. They:took us to court on
December 6. It was the day of the sen-

‘tencing of Pancho Cruz, remember? And
naturally his supporters were in court. So
. he went out for sentence first. After he. .

went out for sentence, his supporters na-
turally had their thing, they expressed

a small unit or structure who control

their love for their brother. He had just
gotten seven years. -

They take us in, one at a time, within the
same climate. We expressed our love for

everyone there, and they expressed their )

love for us, which was only natural, fair
exchange, this is a democracy, we’re not

- guilty, they’re not guilty. If expressing af-
- fection for someone you love is a crime,

then we’re all guilty!

So this ‘was used in Fine's argument,
this so-called court demonstration was
used in saying that we were unsafe to
bring into court together. The next in-
cident, they take Brother Franklin Myers
from our case. They try to take him to
trial in an underlined single indictment.
He. was told to express himself, to tell
them that we wouldn’t allow this to
happen. And he did, he told Fine, he told

“Judge Burns, exactly what he felt they

were trying to do to him, the man was
under emotional strain. He was in fear of
his life, what is he supposed to speak like?
An Oxford professor or something? Let’s
face it. -

They provake you in these situations and
then they expect you to react. Nine times

out of ten they are successful, because

they are masters of this. .
And Fine used this in his argument. It’s.

~ based upon this contention that we would

he a menace to the court, that they would
have -the trial. separate. For whatever

~reason it worked. How is it possible to

defend yourself -correctly not knowing

what a defendant within your' case is .
_saying, or his attorney is doing, or what-

ever, and what the judge is saying, that is
in reference to you, because youarea part
of this. "

They are on trial. To bring us together to
trial would emphasize this one thing. _
I mean regardless of how it is turned
around they can’t get away from it. Its:

. stem, its cause, its purpose was because of
- the conditions within, follow me? There’s

no-argument as to what happened, the ar-
gument is to why. it happened, and every-

. one is quite concerned as to why it hap-
pened. '

Bulletin: Are they using informers?.

King: Yes, by using these informers,
they have a personal advantage. They can
perhaps do personal -harm to individual

_brothers, but basically. it can’t really

change the case, because the case is what
it is. :

- In a situation like this the only thing that
the District Attorney can do is to iry to
show with the witnesses that ‘“These were

-angry men.”’ The question as to why we

were angry should be quite evident be-
cause everyone that testifies will have to

selves have' been legally denied; they -
themselves have been abused; they them-

selves have had incidents where they

didn’t get medical treatment when they

needed it. They themselves are unem-

ployed! -

The jury has-to see it for what it was.
Their own circumstances allow them to
see it even clearer. Because even though
they’re not on trial, even though they
might not be to the level or ready for re-
volution, themselves, at least they can re-
cognize that any incident that occurs
against the system, it’s not personal, it

. can’t be classified as anything other than

against oppression. :

Bulletin: Were you involved in politics
before the rebellion?

King: I was politically aware, but I
didn’t know what politics I should have
been aware of. Since about 1968 I've really
been consciously political. And it wasn’t
until just recently that I became aware of
the keys that were necessary to make the
consciousness sound. .

Bulletin: How did you become in-
terested in Marxism?

King: Through the people I was sur-
rounded with in the prisons. It started in
the street, when I was out on bail. There
were certain things I really wanted to find
out, because I didn’t like the way certain
groups were coming off. They always
seemed to be going back into the system,
they would push but so far and then all
they wanted was a job. Where people
would just be concerned with small token
accomplishments. I don’t like to use that
word token, but that’s what it is.

We've been able to reach a lot of others,
brothers and sisters, throughout the whole
system here. Matter of fact we've set up a
cross-walk as far as we can reach. It has
made everything so clear. We are totally
committed to functioning with Marxism
as our basic theory. It's a question of
transferring theory to practice.

We try to convey to masses as much as
we possibly can, one principle idea, and
that is, “Don’t accept the system.” Like
ten year plans and all that, forget
it, we don’t have ten years,

Tomorrow might be the time we’ll have
to give it all up to make that next step pos-
sible and necessary. If you don’t plan on
going beyond your limit, whatever you
have to do, you're automatically setting
yourself back.

Bulletin: How do you see the struggles

-in the prisons related to the struggles of

the working class?

King: The relationship between pri-
soners and the working class is that one is
employed and one is unemployed. The
system tries to tell you that it’s the cri-
minal who tries to steal from you. But in
reality, the snatching of the goods is by the
system. /

Here in prison, the brothers are strug-
gling to know and they're struggling to
know a lesson that means life. A worker is
struggling to live. He has the way to
struggle if he has a vanguard party that
can go to places and knows what to look
for and knows how to execute actions that
will allow the ‘worker the opportunity to
really transform himself and grow.

Bulletin: Have you taken up the history
of the working class movement, es-
pecially the question of Stalinism?

King: We have had a lot of discussion on
this, yes. Stalinism points itself out to be
directed . toward identifying with that
which socialism was intended to remove,
It didn’t relate to the people.

Being that it is predominantly a Black
and Puerto Rican population, these have a

* tendency to be nationalist in their pre-

sentation. But looking at it in an overall
picture, it is quite apparent that the Sta-
linists haven’t heen concerned about the
people because of their settlements. They
won't relate to the workers. They are ba-
sically involved with the bourgeeisie.
It's almost as though we have two

- enemies. One pretends to coincide withus,

but only to the limit that they can try to
destroy you. Like when Stalin came into
power. They don't just kill the surface,

they try to kill the root. The root prin-
ciples. .
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time post World War

The free market gold
price, which has risen
some $13 since the begin-
ning of the year and
seven dollars an ounce in
the last two weeks, now
stands $20.00 above the
$38.00 official price
maintained in trading
between central banks
and perhaps $100 or
more below its actual
value.

CONTRADICTION

What this massive rise in
the price of gold reflects is
that international capi-
talism, caught in the vise of a
powerful international
working class both in the
United States and Vietnam
and in its own historical con-
tradictions, is completely un-
able to come to grips in any
fundamental way with the
crisis that is now ripping it
apart.

At the heart of the crisis is the
hreak between gold and the
dollar. Since August 15th the Nix-
on government, while viciously
attacking the American working
class, has sought to push the
lion's share of the burden of this
crisis onto the back of Europe.

Ay
.
Lafy

i

BLUDGEON
To accomplish this, it has used
the bludgeon of an inconvertible
dollar to force massive trade
concessions and in this way turn
around U.S. payments and trade
deficits.

through which Nixon seeks to at-
tack the erisis or push it on to
Europe: that is, the main-
tenance of a completely in-
convertible dollar explodes in a
massive -appreciation of gold on
the world bullion markets.

MONTREAL

It is precisely this contradic-
tion that has brought frictions to
a head between various sections
Py of the capitalist class in and
around last week’s Montreal con-

ference of the American Bankers

Association. While Arthur Burns

clearly stands in full agreement
—-swith Nixon and Connally on the

need to attack both the Ameri-
can and European working class,

Burns' differences from Nixon's

policies reflected the fear of the

more farsighted sections of the
capitalist class. They realize that
to conduct this attack on the
hasis of an inconvertible dollar is
now on the verge of leading the

John Connally

Now the very mechanism.

BY DENNIS O’CASEY

Following sharply on the heels of the extreme political crisis in
the American capitalist class, expressed in the resignation of the
Treasury Secretary Connally, the price of gold on the London and
Zurich exchanges rose $2 an ounce on Thursday May 18, hitting an all

Gold Crisis
Preludes
Shakeup In
Class Relations

IT high of $57.75 per ounce.

entire capitalist world, European
and American, into a full scale
economic catastrophe.

The inconvertibility of the
dollar, which is now directly
responsible for precipitating a
massive appreciation of the gold
price itself, threatens a new
massive devaluation of the
dollar. This in turn can only

mean the
break up of the

system of Special Drawing
Rights (SDR’s).

This was expressed by German
Minister of Finance Dr. Karl
Schiller who stated the following
in a paper published shortly prior
to the Montreal Conference:

“In particular, it would be un-
realistic to expect that all out-
standing foreign exchange
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rickety Smith- J{#
sonian accord I
and the deep-
ening of the
present trade
and currency
war between
capitalist

states and the
opening of a
new level of
class war in-
ternationally.

The impossibility in the situa-
tion for capitalism lies parti-
cularly in the fact that the crisis
opened up by the break with gold
on August 15th now cannot be
corrected.

While leading representatives
of the international capitalist
class met in Montreal last week
to discuss ways and means of sal-
vaging the international mone-
tary system to prevent a whole-
sale collapse. more and more
sections of the capitalists are
banking on the complete inability
of the U.8. to prevent a new
disaster.

SOUTH AFRICA

Thus. the South African
government anpounced two
weeks ago that South Africa was
suspending shipment of newly
mined gold to Europe which is
widely recognized as an open
attempt by South Africa to force
not only the movement of the
gold price higher on the free
market but to force up the of-
ficial price as well. .

Similarly last week Consoli-
dated Goldfields Limited pub-
lished a survey which predicted a
gold price of $85.00 an ounce by
1980

But more significant than this
is the fact that the heads and
leading figures in foreign central
banks who are now pushing Nix-
on on the necessity of returning
to the convertibility of the dollar
are themselves recognizing that
full convertibility is completely
out of the question. '

SCHEME
This is particularly what lies
hehind the scheme increasingly’
agreed to in international

hanking circles for reform of the
monetary system based on a new
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holdings can be ‘paid off' within a
short period of time. It may be
desirable to substitute new
primary reserves (i.e., SDR’s,
D.0. for ‘excess’ foreign ex-

change holdings (i.e., U.S.
dollarsy.”

But the impossibility of re-
solving the problem in this way,
what Schiller calls a '‘consoli-
dation arrangement’’ is exposed
by Dr. Hans J. Mast, Economic
Advisor to General Manage-
ment, Credet Suisse. Mast also
points out that a **certain conver-
tihility" based on SDR’s is the
hest that could be hoped for
because full dollar convertibility
would quickly mean the emp-
tving of the coffers at Fort Knox.

At the same time Mast points
out that:

“The 30 billion deficit incurred
by the U.S. between January 1970
and September 1971...is of such a
magnitude as to rule out the idea
of re-establishing dollar converti-
bility . through SDR’s. For in
these circumstances they would
have to be created in such a
volume as to devalue them as a
reserve medium just as much as
the dollar itself.”

Mast concludes from this that
SDR's or no SDR's everything
depends on the U.S. acling do-
mestically to reverse its balance
of payments deficits.

SUBORDINATE

“If the world’s biggest eco-
nomic power fails,”” Mast con-
cludes, “‘{o subordinate itself to
the intrinsic needs of the free
currency and economic system it
must be assumed that gold wonld
move to the fore as a currency
metal and eventually would un-
dergn that massive appreciation
which politicians now seek fo
avoid.”

This is in fact what was hap-

pening on the bullion exchanges
last week and what world capi-
talism can no longer avoid in
spite of the most brutal attacks
by Nixon on Europe and his
vicious attack on the working
class at -home.

The gold rush on world ex-
changes last week flows entirely
out of the actual objective rela-
tions between gold and the dollar
themselves reflecting the rela-

tion between the capitalist and’

the working class. This makes all

talk of de-monetizing gold, asif it -
‘were a matter of the subjective

wishes of Nixon or Connally, a
complete farce.
The price of gold, the univer-

sal money e-
- quivalent,

whose real val-
ue like that of
any other com-
modity is bas-
ed on the so-
cially neces-
sary labor
time required
in its produc-
tion, has been
artificially de-
preciated for
28 years,

In the Bretton Woods agree-
ment of 1944, gold was officially
tied to the dollar at the exchange
rate of $35 per ounce and main-
tained at this rate until last

-summer in spite of a tripling of

the prices of all other com-
modities in the last three de-
cades.

This arrangement involved no
mere technical question. The
Bretton Woods agreement meant
that while the dollar remained in
theory as good as gold, the capi-
talists in the period since that
time were able to embark upon a
huge inflation of paper money.
They printed some four times the
paper dollars, of which 40 billion
are now held abroad, and there is
now only 10 billion in gold in Fort
Knox to back them up.

Furthermore, there is no gold
to back all the billions of doliars
that are circulated within the
u.s.

The significance of this lies in
the fact that, through the
mechanism of inflation, the capi-
talists were able for the whole
period of the boom to both main-
tain and expand their rate of
profit. More important, they
could avoid a confrontation with
the working class. ;

What was taking place was that
the capitalists in order to give to
the working class a larger and
larger share of surplus valoe and

still realize high profits them-

selyes were forced to gradually
drain paper money of three quar-
ters of iis value, or to borrow
value so to speak against a future
confrontation with the working
class.

On August 15th the limit of this
process was overstepped. While
in the period prior to and since
August 15th the capitalist class
had driven furiously to extract
from the working class, which
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Arthur Burns

‘provides the source of all value,

the increased value necessary to
reverse dollar inflation and
therefore put back the value that
had been drained from paper
money in the boom, the resis-
tance of the working class had
made it impossible for the capi-
talist class to make any funda-
mental head way along this road.

GOLD

The August 15th breakdown of
the value relation on which the
dollar was hased involved the
break between the dollar and
gold. This has in turn precipitat-
ed a massive crisis in the sphere
of capitalist exchange.

As a result of the breakdown of
paper money, there is now not
only a massive appreciation of
the price of gold, but in the
absence of a dependable deposi-
tory of value, the very value
creating process of production
and exchange begins to break
down, '

Thus we see the fall off in
world production in primary in-
dustry and the growth of mass
unemployment and the growing
trade and currency war between
all capitalist states.

CONFRONT

The capitalist class itself con-
fronted with this crisis, despite
the attempts of Nixon and Con-
nally to make brazen statements
that the system is basically
healthy . is forced to confront the
disastrous situation into which
capitalism has now enfered,

This understanding was ex-
pressed particelarly clearly in
the remarks delivered to the
International Monetary
Conference held in Montreal last
Wednesday May 10 by the Presi-
dent of the American Bankers
Association and American Na-
tional Bank and Trust Company

of Chicago, Allen P. Stults. Stults

said:

“Qver the past decades, the
major monetary and economic
problems have not been solved.
Rather, they have been evaded
through the adoption of tem-
porary expedients which dealt
with symptoms while both their
consequences and solutions have
heen simply postponed.”

Postponement having come to
an end, the solution posed by
Stults is a return to policies and -
principles which he says will be
‘“painful ‘and publicly distaste-

ful”" in other words to massive

attack on the international
working class.

While this is exactly what Nix-
on is seeking to carry out as ex- -
pressed in his latest announce-
ment that Japan has been forced
to accept high level trade nego-
tiations in July, his mining of
tiaiphong harbor and his attack
nn 1.8, longshoremen, the sky-
rocketing gold price shows that a
new and more disastrous stage in
the world economic erisis cannot -
he prevented.
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"“Speedy’’ Gonzalez addresses UAW ‘convenﬁon.

~The fallowing is an interview conducted by Labor Editor
Dan Fried with Jimmy Zarello and Bill Janick of Local 735
UAW covering the General Motors New Departure Bea-
rings plant at Clark Township, New Jersey. Both men were
attending the recent UAW convention in Atlantic City, New
Jersey. Zarello was delegate and Janick an alternate
elected on the opposition Action Slate. The Action Slate ran
A. (Speedy) Gonzalez for trustee against the Woodcock
“Team.” The Action Slate is based primarily among

UAW Convention

‘to go outside of the established pro-

wise we never would have been back in our
plants and they would have gotten us one
by one with the help of the local lea-
dership and the International.
~Bulletin: So basically you got elected be-
cause of the guys there who have been
under a lot of speedup and other pro-
blems. Can you go into the other problems.
Auto Worker: The problems are the
same as Lordstown. It’s combining jobs,

cedure, in order to fight our cases. Other-

younger workers and blocked with the United National

.~ Caucus at the Convention on the proposal that union offi-

cers should be elected by a direct referendum vote of the

membership instead of by the conve
the first of a two part series.

Bulletin: In the local there were one
delegate and ome alternate elected, not
from your slate. What is the position of the
local leadership in this? The president of
the local is here but deesn’t agree with
you, am  right? He supports Woodcock. In
a certain sense you have a majority of the
delegation but not the leadership of your
local. Yet they contrel the local.

Auto Worker: We gained the mem-
bership behind us in between elections. We
ran for election last time but we were nar-
rowly beaten. Our caucus was first or-
ganized -about two and a half years ago.
The election was last May. Qur platform
was basically the same as now, except for
a number of local things that happened at
that time. For instance, the company
would run around and say, “We’re closing
this plant’’ or ‘'this plant is shaky.” Of
course the International Reps come down
-on the floor and help the local leadership
with their campaign. o .

Bulletin: - In other words the In-

ternational Reps backed the local lea-

dership in the last election. Did they back
them in this election too, the delegates I
mean? .

Auto Worker: Not foreefully. I would say
that basically they felt that a delegates’
election is usually won entirely by local
officials, It's very rare for rank and file
members to get in. It's usually all or no-
thing,

Bulletin: Can yon go into the de-
velopment of the Action caucus for me?
Auato Worker: I want to go back to the
election and to the interim period. A lot of
things happened and a lot of things
changed. Of course we changed too. And
our way of doing things changed, so that

- sort of helped us this time. And we came
out a it stronger, with a stronger plat-

form. It was basically the same but also

this referendum vote. We had a couple of
money matters, I think basically this sort
of helped us with this delegate election.
Basically what we did, in the beginning,
with our campaign, to get in office so we
could help the rank and file, was we would
tell it in hard facts, exactly how it is. We
~came across,.in the eies of the people in
the plant, as a little bit militant, and in
other words alittle radical. We were
branded as the type of people that if we got
in, we would close the plant, we would be
on strike ‘every day and all that type of
thing. So, we met several times, and we
had to reach a decision on howiwe were
going to reach these people, in order to
help them. How we're going to get their
support. So what we did, you might say we
turned slightly political. Because we felt
.. that regardless of how you achieve this,
how you make it, you’ve got to make it in
order to help them. And if you have to
-, thange your strategy a little, and come
over a little milder, it order to gain their

hacking, well then you have to do it, and

that’s what we did,

Builetin: Did any other changes take

place? In other words, you said you guys

. ' changed, but didn’t things occur which
changed the workers also? - .
Auto Worker: In the last election, th

rank and file membership was sort of con- .

vinced that we couldn’t do anything for

them. In the course of the year, we had

two strong Labor Board cases against the
company, against General Motors, This
- 'was 3 history-making thing, according te
" the people at the Labor Board. Our second

“Labor Board case was very strong against

General Motors. Speedy was fired, he got
his job back, all back pay. Jimmy here
was demoted, transferred, for dis-
ciplinary reasons. He got his old job back
plus all back pay that he lost.

Bulletin: Everything that’s been hap-
pening, with plant closings, speed-

‘““The thing
that that’s doing it.

ntion delegates. This is ~ Pasically the bi

is, it’s not the balloons and all
. .you're not for the

speedup, layoffs—we had 3,300 people,
now we got 2,300 people. They did it ac-
cording to seniority, but they laid off that
1000 people and combined %'obs. That’s

situation. It’s still the
same situation. It’s like batting your head
against the wall to try to get them (the In-
ternational) to do something. That’s why

‘we get a knot in our stomach when we

come here and the guys are singing “‘Soli-
darity Forever” in the ranks. You know
we got a great union. But it's not a great
union in our plant, we don’t see it. And
they're giving them the last day on the
floor to put up their bitches, which doesn’t

same things, really, so you can’t play their

own game, . .”’

“We’re not playing a game.”’
“You’ve got to bring the power of the

rank and file into it.”’

ups—well Lordstown really sums it all up.
Therefore we should have an evaluation of
the role of General Motors, what its policy
is now. Obviously through GMAD it has a
more conscious, stepped-up policy of brea-
king the union, really, beginning with the
militants. At Lordstown, in the agreement,
many guys didn’t get their jobs back. It's

not true that they went back to the way it

was before. There was a certain ame-
lioration, but they didn’t go back to the

way it was before, despite what the In-

ternational says. And the company was al-
lowed to have the right to keep certain
guys out that they didn’t like. The com-
pany may give a little bit of a concession
in exchange for weeding out militants and

trouble-makers. This is a big danger in

your own kind of situation. The same thing
is happening in regards to the courts. Re-
gardless what decisions may have been
won.through the NLRB, and it is because
of the strength of the unions that this has
happened, we’re in a period now where the
courts on the national level are upholding
the Pay Board. : -

Auto Worker: We had to do this. As you ‘

stated, that Lordstown thing, the In-
ternational shoved that contract down our

- throats, which didn't please everybody.

My understanding is that a third of the
workers are against it. That's a lot of
people. That's-the third who veted. Now

- they can say that the rest didn’t vote be-

cause they don’t care, but that's a lot of

hullshit.

Bulletin: You're always baving an uphill

. battle because of the Ieadership.

‘Auto Worker: So like I said, we did have

mean a damn thing because all they're
going to do is run back to the plant with “‘I
said this and I said that' but they didn’t do
anything.

Bulletin: These guys all want to get up
there to tell the guys when they get back
‘that they were fighting for them.

Auto. Worker: We talked about this
during the week, and we said *‘Is this what
we want to do?"’ and we decided No, we
want something a little stronger to really

“show our opposition and put a candidate up

for vice president. Just to show our op-
position. ‘ ‘ .

Bulletin: I understand what you mean.
In other words these guys are speaking
within a certain framework of going along
with Woodcock, with the leadership.

Auto Worker: Exactly. Probably ninety
percent of them down there bitching now
voted for the Woodcock team.

Bulletin: But I think it’s important to
listen to what they’re saying. Because
what they're saying they feel that they
have to say because of the ranks.

Auto Worker: I don’t agree with you on
that, that what they say is really the
feeling of the ranks. I think the feeling of
the ranks is for the real nitty-gritty issues
which really aren’t coming ouf here or the
convention floor. ‘

. Other Auto Worker: 1 would say that
today they're coming out more than on
any other day.

Bulletin: ¥ think the issues are coming

out. )

“Auto Worker: What I mean is, take the
issue of better housing. When they spoke
on resolutions like better housing, now

Dan Fried Talks To
Action Slate Leaders

how can they possibly oppose better hou-
sing? But who cares? I mean, we all know
we want better housing for everybody, but
don’t make a resolution. Let’s get down to
the resolutions that are important! Like
the referendum vote and things of that
nature. And these things aren’t coming

" out.

Bulletin: 1 spoke to someone from the
United National Caucus today who said
that there was a division in the caucus.
The point was, and this is what concerns
me most, was that some people felt that
the importance of the referendum was
only that it related to the underlying
issues. Now to these people the issues
were unemployment, the war, the labor
party. Otherwise, you’ll just get people
agreeing on a referendum, outside of the
content of it. In other words, the issues as
to why you need a referendum, why you
need a new leadership. Obviously there
are unions that have referendum
votes—and nothing else.

Auto Worker: We’re not the United Na-
tional Caucus. We affiliate ourselves with
them around the referendum vote. We're
strong on this. It's a principled thing for
us, and it was a plank in our platform
when we were elected as delegates. For a
democratic referendum vote. So we come
here and get together with others who
want a referendum vote. We ran Jimmy
here and Speedy as officers up there. We
didn't run them on the UNC slate. Of
course they have a little trouble with their
caucus. Seme of its leaders sort of went
against the caucus. We didn't like that. I
mean if you’re going to have a caucus and
you're talking about democracy and the
referendum vote and you change your
mind in the last five minutes about what
the caucus ruled. There was a vote, the

. -caucus ruled they would vote...I thought

the big thing was, what I agreed with them
on hefore we even met them was that you
have to take one issue at a time. That’s the
only way you're going to do it. And if these
people want balloons and a circus give it to
them. Take one issue, just like they did
with the 30 and out, just like they're doing
now with the four day work week.

Bulletin: What are they doing with the
four day work week?

Auto Worker: They're starting a big
thing about it. But they know they're not
going fo get it. What they're doing is
they’'re giving out hats, balloons, and
walking up and down the boardwalk. So we
could do the same thing with the re-
ferendum. We could walk up and down the
hoardwalk. Of course they have more
money than we do. But this is the way it is,
we have to play their game to get what we
want. We blew this now. The United
Caucus has heen going on for about eight
vears, batting their heads against the
wall, and they haven't been proving a
damn thing. You see, they won't com-
promise at all.

Bulletin: The thing is, it’s not the
balloons and all that that’s doing it. I mean
they have the control but you’re in a dif-
ferent position than them. You’re opposed
to them on the basic issues. Let me put it
this way. Suppose we as a group or anyone
in the union wants to fight for a 30 hour
week, a 4 day week. Now the truth is this,
they can talk about the four day week, but
they mean a 4 day, 10 hour day. And if

~ they're going to fight for a 30 hour week,

they're going to have to roll up their
sleeves and become revolutionaries. They
may not say it that way. But why? Be-
cause you cannot have a 4 day, 30 hour
week in this country, against these cor-
porations, without the biggest kind of con-
flict and explosion. That’s what I'm
saying. It's not a guestion of balloons or
what net. If you agreed with them it’d be
different, then you'd be playing their own
game. But you don’t agree with them.
You're not for the same things, really, so
you can’t play their own game, In other
words, you can’t dress up the question of
the referendum or the four day week with
halloons and drums.

Auto Worker: We're not playing a game.

Bulletin: You've got to bring the ranks

- inte it, that’s not their game. You've got to

bring the power of the rank and file into it..
TOBE CONTINUED
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Chicago Teachers Montgomery City Workers

Vote Strike After

Opposition Victory

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
CHICAGO, May 22—The Chicago Teachers Union (CTU)
voted overwhelmingly today to strike the Chicago school
system on May 25. This result was foreshadowed in union elec-
tions last Friday, where elected strike-advocate John M.
Healey defeated CTU head John Desmond by a wide margin.

After the four-week strike
during the last school year, the
union won its first two-year con-
tract, as well as other substan-
tial gains. But all these gains
were thrown out the window
when the Board reopened the
contract this winter and took
advantage of several fine print
clauses Desmond had allowed to
remain in the contract.

PHASE Il
Basically, these stated that the
hudget could be prepared annual-
ly, and that all salaries and the
second-year raise of eight per-
cent would be subject to the
availability of appropriations.

In reopening the contract, the
Board used Nixon's Phase II to
trim raises to 5.5%, ended
evening school classes, cut over
600 teachers, -who were mostly
Full-Time Basis substitutes,
from the payroll, and demoted
counselors and special field
teachers to fill those classroom
vacancies.

In addition, they announced
plans to close school on June 8, 11
days short of the contracted
school year.

.. _NEGOTIATIONS

At that time, the teachers
‘voted four to one to strike against
the contract violations. The
leadership dragged out ‘‘1l1th
hour” negotiations for several
weeks, and ultimately forced
through the new contract, with
promises that it could win sup-
plemental appropriations from
the legislature to prevent the
early closing in June.

*_The school board has reacted
to this with attack after attack.
Budget-balancing attempts now
include plans to eliminate art,

music and physical education
programs next September, cut-
ting over 4500 teaching and civil
service positions.

MOBILIZATION
"1t is in the face of these attacks
that the teachers voted to strike.
A mass mobilization of Chicago
labor is needed to beat back the
planned budget cuts and layoffs.
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Spearhead Wages Fight

BY DAVID NORTH

MONTGOMERY, ALA.—The gains won by 550 city employees after a nine
day strike last month are threatened by the Federal Pay Board, which is ex-
pected to rule on the settlement shortly. N ‘

‘Montgomery workers, who
defied the threats of the muni-

cipal government to use Ala-

bama’s anti-strike Solomeon
Act, ended their job action
after winning a 12.5 percent
wage hike.

With the rapid development of
industrialization in Alabama and
a tremendous strengthening of
the working class, a wide-spread
union organizing campaign is in
progress. Municipal and state
employees have been in the fore-
front of the drive, and the strike
by Local 1314 of the Public Ser-

vice and Industrial Employees
Union reflects the growing anger

of Alabama workers against the

conditions that exist in the state.

Until the latest settlement, city
workers in Montgomery were
earning an average of $1.80 an
hour. Sanitation workers, who
were doing somewhat better,
received about $96 for a six day
week.

Even with this settlement, city
workers in George Wallace's
home state will take home far
less than the national average.
Those workers who received

_Nearly 100 bakery and confectionary workers of Local 180 have struck the Gardner Baking Company

in Madison, Wiscansin. They are dernanding an end te company’s attacks on seniority {by shifting older
workers into lower job categories) and [ow wages. Base pay ($3.05 per hour) is the lowest in the state for all
positions. Teamsters union is supporting strike and their men refuse to cross the picket lines.

SSEU Opens Door To Layoffs

BY KAREN FRANKEL
NEW YORK—In the two weeks since the victory of the right-
wing Cohen forces over the Hill slate in the Social Service
Employees Union elections, the City has been able to get away
with blow after blow against the union without so much as a
peep of protest from the leadership.

In his first day of office, Cohen
‘abandoned the union’s work ac-
tion on the arbitrary movement
of staff from general services
sections in the Bureau of Public
Assistance to the Bureau of Child
Welfare.

After only one hour of nego-
tiations, Cohen agreed to allow
the City to institute its Error

Analysis Program, a program '

designed to hang individual
workers for errors made ‘in
budget computations. :

No sooner did the Cohen '

leadership approve Error Analy-
sis, than it agreed to allow the
Clivil Service Commission to cer-
tify a whole section’ of provi-

sional caseworkers as clerks, .

locking them into the detestable
Income Maintenance job.
Their capitulation on the provi-

sional - caseworkers: makes even -

more clear what the Cohen
foreces will do in relation to the

near-certainty of layoffs in auxi-
liary titles in Regional Man-
power, the Community Services
Administration, and the Housing
and Development Adminis-
tration. ‘

In the Department of Social
Services, where the weight of the
City's reorganization schemes
has been felt most heavily, it is
becoming very clear that Cohen
has no intention whatsoever of

fighting for any kind of social
. service jobs for workers now

temporarily on loan fo clerical
jobs as a result of the reorgani-
zation.

The proof of this is in the fact
that the union has already agreed
to allow the bulk of 500 case-
workers on loan to the eligibility

and investigation section to he

moved out of their centers into

- other agencies and special pro-

jects rather than fighting for ex-

panded social services units.

based  in the welfare -cen

" Leadership " will be runmning a

-the delegates elections on the

ters.

In- the face of all this, .the
forces around ex-union Presi-
dent Stan Hill, as well as the

Stalinists, have no perspective -

for a fight. In a- meeting called
last week by these forces, osten-

sibly to fight Cohen, the repre-

sentative from the Committee
for a New Leadership was op-
posed when he called for a policy
of strike action against any

threat of layoffs.
Cohen, kgcwing that he will

have to control the Delegates As-
sembly in order to persist in
carrying out his betrayals, is
determined to. disenfranchize
certain sections of the blue collar
workers in the union, where his

strongest opposition lies. He is -

particularly afraid of allowing
due representation in . Man-
power, and through various
maneuvers is trying to hold up
the delegate elections there.

The Committee for a New
slate of candidates city-wide in
hasis of a real program to fight .

the City. ,
The CNL will be calling for a .

member, permanent or provi-
sional, is laid off in any title.
They are also calling for imme-
diate expansion of the service
components. in the BPA loca-
tions. as well as a policy of no

movement of staff oat of their.

centers until the City's plans are
fully negotiated and voted on by

_the ranks.

$1.85 will now get $2.00, and $2.25
by October. But even these gains
are dependent upon the approval
of the Pay Board.

REFUSED

Throughout the strike, the
Montgomery administration
refused to negotiate with Local
1314 because of a 1964 ruling of
the Ajpbama Supreme Court
which ™ prohibits collective
bargaining between a city and its
employees. B

The striking workers rejected
the first offer made by Mayor
Jim Robinson who stated: “The
city doesn’t have any money. I'm
not a magician.””The city’s offer
amounted to an annual increase
of §416. ’

An attempt was made by the
city to whip up public anger
against the strikers. The city ac-
cused workers on picket lines of
jeopardizing the lives of exotic
plants valued at $50,000. But this
charge did not make a deep im-
pression upon the public, es-

pecially after workers an-

nounced they were watering the

“plants.

In addition to wages, the em-
ployees demanded improved
work conditions. Sanitation
workers demanded that rain-
coats, boots and gloves be pro-

‘vided on the job.

DEMANDS ; :
Until now, even such basic

- equipment has not been provided.

In the settlement, the workers

* won these demands as well as

new grievance procedures and

- safety regulations. RO o
Pending- the decision by the .~

Pay Board, none of the increases
have been paid fo the workers
who are still operating with their
old contract. The existence of the
Board at a time of new organi-

- 7ing activity poses in the shar- - ‘

pest manner all the limits of -
simple trade unionism to the Ala-
bama labor movement, . C

While the organizing cam- -
paign represents a great step
forward, these gains can only be
defended politically. ;

“We're -organizing and we're

_not getting paid well, and at the

same time the government is
imposing a wage freeze,”’ stated

" a ynion organizer of municipal

and hospital workers in Birming-
_ham. “We're trying to sell people .

- om. collective bargaining just as

the government is putting anend -
Aot .

08400 FOR.ONE YEAR.

city-wide SSEU strike if a single

- NAME

STREET
CITY . ,
 STATE ZIP .

(i€1.00 FOR 4 MONTH INTRODUCTORY SUB [3$2.00 FOR § MONTHS § -
: 135 W. 14th St New York, N.Y. 10011 -§ |
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‘BROOKLYN COLLEGE . . .

(Continved From Page7)

~ “‘Due to the increase of Third
World students on campus the
unity and closeness that once
prevailed among our people is
slowly diminishing. The Third
World Federation was started to

unite the Third World studentson

campus and rekindle the warm
flame of revolutionary, social
and practical lgve.”

Not only couldn’t they con-
_front the JDL, but they proposed
to further divide the students.

The Young Socialists ran a
campaign with an understanding

that the conditions being pre-’
pared not only offered no chance :

for more hiring of teachers and
expansion of admissions, but

sharp cuts. At the same time, the -

JDL would more and more seek
to break up the movement of the
youth. Our campaign was based
on a fight against these de-
velopments, which could only be
answered through bringing for-
~ward the movement and con-
sciousness of the working class.
We centered our campaign on the

fight to construct a labor party.

YSA

The approach of the YSA was
the reverse. The crushing of free
education, and the destruction of
- the future of the youth was
nothing to them. Rather, an im-
pression that capitalism was
doing fine, and their ‘‘theory” of
“‘new radicalization,”’ in which
the middle class would become
alienated by capitalism meant
for them adaptation to student
powerism.

While they supposed that all
the students were student po-
werists, it was in reality their
own middle class conceptions
and hostility to the construction
of a revolutionary movement

that led to a campaign centered

around student powerism and the
- defense of nationalism. Rather

than. expose the reformist poli--

cies of the TWF and posing.an al-
ternative revolutionary program,
they dropped their Presidential
and Vice- Presidential 'can-
didates on the basis that the TWF

~slate” wonld spur on the for-

mation of a Black political party!
This shows .the completely 1i-
quidationist approach of the
YSA. The election campaign was

. a campus extension of the SWP
election -campaign and re-
- presented the only independent
party fight the YSA waged on

Paul Masas of fh TWF

that campus. Every other ac-
tivity involved immersion in
some coalition or another. So the
last independent vestiges of the
YSA were dropped to defend the
TWF.

The election results, a TWF
victory of 847 votes, was a stun-
ning defeat for the JDL. Though
the TWF slate posed nothing for
the_ students, they were able to
serve as a vehicle for the hos-
tility of the students to the JDL.

The YS sought to ‘bring for-
ward this struggle, and the op-
portunity was present when Meir
Kahane (the leader of the JDL)
appeared on campus. This visit
could only be interpreted as an
act of desperation after their loss
in the elections, and an attempt
to shore up their forces.

At this point what was ab-

solutely required was a massive
response to Kahane. We ap-
proached the TWF to join a
counter rally and a picket line.
Their reply was that such an
action would “‘provoke’’ the JDL.
In addition, they held a com-
pletely reactionary position, that
Brooklyn College was ‘‘Jewish
turf,”’ identifying all white
students with the JDL. The YSA
was more than happy to agree to
this retreat. Both organizations
were shown ‘to ‘be completely
wrong.. .
" When the Young Socialists held
their rally against Kahane, some
JDL goons attempted to stop it.
Scores of students defended the
right of the YS to hold a rally. In
addition, Kahane held the smal-
lest audience in years, What the
impressionists viewed as a cam-
pus dominated by ‘‘Zionist ideo-
logy,”” 'was shown to. be the
reverse, S

The YSA’s Organizer states:
“*We have -solidarized ourselves
with the Black and Puerto Rican
students that have often been the

-

"ENGLAND . . .
"+ (Continued From Page 2)

when’ British -workers were in-
dustrial slaves, :
The strategy of the Tories is to

provoke a general strike and use -

the repression of the state on the
one hand and the betrayal of the
labor leaders on the other, to
“break it and crush the working
class 'in preparation for all out
-civil war,

The Tories know that the

.~ capitulation of the labor bureau-
~cracy will not stop the working
-class from fighting back. They
know that their provocations
-will foree the working class to
seek a revolutionary solution,

BONAPARTIST
At every stage, the Tories are
strengthening the state in
-preparation for a Bonapartist
dictatorship that will carry out
‘the will of the capitalist class.
What is now essential is that

the working class take 'the ini-

tiative against the Tories and
prepare a general strike in which

the central demand will be to

foree the Tories to resign and for
new elections to bring a Labour
government back to power.

The Socialist Labour League,
British ‘section of the Fourth

International, is fighting to bring
this about and is demanding that
the Trade Unions Congress be
reconvened to prepare for this
hattle.

Such a Congress now, at a time

when the vast majority of Bri-
tish . workers are prepared to
fight, would force the labor
leaders to take up the question of
acting on their verbal opposition
to the Act expressed last Sep-
tember. It would be a Congress
where - the - Socialist Labour
League and its supporters in the
trade unions could fight for the
demand: that the conditions be

prepared. to force the govern-

ment out, ‘

In this struggle, the SLL is
fighting to expose the Stalinist
and reformist leaders in the
trade unions and the Labour Par-
ty. demanding that either they

fight for a socialist government .

or be replaced by new leaders.
In this campaign to transform
itself into a mass revolutionary
party. to lead the approaching
fight “for -power, the Socialist
Lahour League is determined
that the Stalinists will not lead

. the working class to defeat again

as they did in 1926,

victims of the JDL’s racist at-
tacks.” This is completely false.
At best they covered up for the
retreats of the leadership of the
nationalists.

PABLOISM

The method of Pabloism was
made clear through the school
year. Instead of proceeding from
the objective needs of the
working class, the YSA sub-
stituted a series of impressions
about the supposed ideologies of
the youth. Further, they didn’t
see conscious change occurring.
This pragmatic method, that is
the acceptance of a given si-
tuation and one falsely assessed,
meant for the YSA a refusal to
take up any fight against bour-
geois ideology. Rather, they
sought to work within the con-
fines of a given situation. To
carry out particular tasks, they
were forced not just to adapt to
nationalism, Stalinism and even
reaction, but to openly aid them.

Because they never proceeded
from the theoretical de-
velopment of the youth, they
always maintained a superficial

" relation with them. The YSA

never held any classes or even
lectures. The whole rich history
of Trotskyism and the sharp
battles against Stalinism were ig-
nored. Not only did they refuse to
educate a' cadre in a battle
against Stalinism, but per-
sistently collaborated with them.
When such organizations like
Hoa Binh were able to dominate
the anti-war collective, the YSA
was not even able to object. So
during the student protest up-
surges, the YSA was able to ride
high on a particular rally or
march, but when the tide re-
ceeded they had gained little. All
that the Young Socialist Alliance
was able. to build was a white,
middle class, radical circle.

TROTSKYISM

It was only the Young
Socialists and Workers League
that was able to summon up the
history of Trotskyism, to hold
classes every week involving dis-
cussions of the nature of Sta-
linism, reformism and na-
tionalism, and educate a section.
of the students,” including mi-
nority youth, Our campaigns
throughout the year, based on
this theoretically developed
cadre was able todeal sharp
blows against reaction, to take up

- a campaign to expose the bank-

ruptey of student powerism and
nationalism. Out of this struggle
we were able to build four Brook-
lyn branches starting with fewer
forces than the YSA.

At the same time, while the
YSA was never able to move
from the campuses, ‘it was the
Brooklyn College YS which was
instrumental in establishing the
Bushwick YS and taking forward
a perspective for the working
class.

CONCLUDED

VIETNAM ..

(Continued From Page 1)

Union had told Nixon that the
visit would take place only if the
mining and bombing was halted
by May’17th.

EXPOSE

Spokesmen for the Nixon
government have bitterly denied
these revelations because they
expose the whole rotten deal
worked out well in advance by
Washington and Moscow. The
Stalinists have sought to use the
mining and the real threat of
nuclear war as a justification for
their policy of negotiations.

At the same time, the Soviet
bureaucracy is seeking to put
pressure on North Vietnam to
cool down its offensive in the
South. The major offensive ex-
pected against Hue has not begun
and the provincial capital of
Anloc, still under siege, has not
yet been taken by the NLF.

Heavy fighting is raging
around Kontum in the Central
Highlands where Saigon troops
were forced to abandon the Kon-
tum outpost, firebase No-
vember. On Wednesday, the li-
beration troops scored an im-
portant victory by blowing up and
completely destroying the main
ammunition dump in Pleiku.

MORALE

In a desperate attempt to boost
morale of its troops, Saigon
launched a well publicized and
completely worthless raid by
1,000 marines southeast of Quang
Tri. After allegedly killing 260
North Vietnamese soldiers, they
withdrew.

At the same time, Saigon
troops moved back into Firebase
Bastogne outside of Hue.  The
reoccupation of this base which
the North Vietnam Army ob-
viously had no use for was trum-
peted as a sure sign that the li-
heration troops were on the run.

OFFENSIVE

It is one thing for the Stalinist
bureaucracy to sit in Moscow and
work out a secret deal with Nixon
and quite another to impose this
deal on the Vietnamese fighters
who have sacrificed everything
in the struggle against U.S. im-
perialism.

The current offensive by li-
beration forces in the South and

_ the fear this produced in the

Soviet bureaucracy is the shar-
pest expression yet of the
growing conflict between the re-
volutionary army of Vietnam and
the Stalinist bureaucracy.

The Vietnam workers and
peasants now openly fear a deal
will be made at their expense.
The conflict between the Soviet
Union and the Hanoi leadership
reflects the growing pressure on

the North Vietnamese Stalinists
to carry out the war against the
U.S. to a victory.

RESISTANCE

Resistance to Stalinist colla-
boration with imperialism is in-
creasing within the heart of the
Russian working class
itself. Russian sailors aboard
Soviet vessels in Haiphong har-
bor sent a radiogram to Russia
declaring that the United States
action “‘will not stop ships under
the Soviet flag” and that they
would ‘‘proceed along their
course set by the Motherland.”
This telegram was reported in
the newspaper of the Ministry of
Merchant Marine but was
omitted from the regular Soviet
press.

Workers demonstrations have
also taken place in factories in
Baku, - Leningrad and Moscow
against the bombing and mining,

PROPAGANDA

These important ~develop-
ments, which express the ha-
tred of Russian workers for
imperialism, have forced the
Soviet bureaucracy to publish
a barrage of propaganda to ex-
plain Nixon's trip as a con-
tinuation of Lenin’s policies.

Pravda wrote that: “The
Soviet Union attaches great im-
portance to the development of
mutually advantageous re-
lationships on the basis of equa-
lity with the United States. Faith-
ful to the Leninist principle of
peaceful co-existence, we em-
phasize that an improvement in
Soviet-American relations is pos-
sible and desirable but not at
the expense of any third world
country nor at the cost of their le-
gitimate rights and interests.”

Contrary to the Stalinist fal-
sifiers of Lenin and his policies,
Lenin fought to preservethe
gains of the Russian Revolution
by extending the revolution
throughout the world. His trade
and economic agreements were
completely subordinated to the
task of overthrowing capitalism

It is not the policy of peaceful
co-existence that will prevent a
nuclear war. On the contrary, the
capitulation of the Stalinists will
spur Nixon into greater pro-
vocations and threats to the
Soviet Union. .

It is the frenzied drive of Ame-
rican capitalism to preserve its
profit system that threatens the
international working class with
a nuclear war.

Nixon can only be stopped by
the fight of the American
working class to build their own
party for 1972 to throw out the
Democrats and Republicans who
stand behind this war. In this
fight, a new leadership must be
built within the trade unions
against Stalinism and its be-
trayals.

STUDENT PROTEST . . .

« (Continued From Page7)

Today, following the latest es-

~calation of the war, the re-

visionists and Stalinists try to
bury the meaning of Kent Sate
and refuse to bring the lessons of
May 1970 into the new move-
ment of the youth against the im-
perialist war.

The movement almost im-
mediately surged up to the limits
of student powerism :that is, the
colleges were either shut down or
taken over by the students. The
struggle to go beyond these
limits was the real content of the
Cambodian movement and this
meant that thousands of stu-
dents turned in a serious way to

the working class.

The confrontations and adven-
tures of the Columbia-SDS period
were largely bypassed. In New
York and other cities the turn to
the working class culminated in
joint marches of students and
sections of the labor movement.

At the same time, the li-

-mitations of Cambodia must be

brought into focus. Because the
movement of the working class
into struggle with the capitalists
had not yet reached a sharp sur-
face level, the question of the
working class was viewed ge-
nerally by the students as
hringing the class into the protest
movement against the war.

The understanding that the

question of the war had to
he brought into the general
movement of the working class
to defend itself from the ca-
pitalist class, the understanding
that the war was a class ques-
tion and could only be con-
fronted by taking up the question
of class power in the context of
the capitalist crisis, was only
fought for in the Cambodia
events by the supporters of the
Workers League.

This is why we saw then and
see now the question of the labor
party, the fight for millions of
workers to take up the question
of political power as central
against all the revisionists.

TO BE CONTINUED
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avis Defense Exposes WestCoastNews

Prosecution Fabrications

BY ANN LORE

PALO ALTO—The attorneys for Angela Davis opened their defense on
Monday with a series of witnesses testifying to the whereabouts of Miss Davis

just prior to August 7, 1970, contradictin

witnesses.

The defense is proceeding
as though this trial were
taking place outside of the
real world, as if this were not
a political trial.

On Monday, as they moved
through the procedures of calling
witnesses dealing strictly with
the prosecution’s case, the
Supreme Court announced a land-

" mark decision destroying the
very foundation for the whole
jury system, making it legal to
find a defendant guilty without a
unanimous verdict from the jury.

CONVICTION

This heightens the pro-
secution’s chances of a con-
viction a thousand times, vir-
tually eliminating hung juries
which have been responsible for
freeing several other political
prisoners. :

This stirikes the final blow
against the perspective of the de-
fense that one should rely on the
courts and capitalist justice to
defend the working class.

Last week, when the pro-

secution rested its case, the de-

fense moved for a dismissal of all
charges against Angela Davis on
the grounds that, despite the vo-
luminous testimony from 93 wit-
nesses, the prosecution had
proven nothing against Angela
Davis except that: “She is warm,
articulate and she has loving
compassion, yes, for George
Jackson, but for humanity and
especially the Black people who

_ she represents so well.”

Judge Arnason has taken the
motion under submission,
meaning that it has been denied.
But it is clear that the pro-
secution with all its 6,000 pages of
court transcript and cartons of
evidence has not proven any of
the essential elements of con-
spiracy nor has it shown any evi-
dence proving that Angela Davis~
intended to involve herself in the
murder or kidnapping.

Harris is relying solely on guilt
by association and their des-
perate theory of passion to the
point that Angela Davis was wil-
ling to do anything to bring about
the freedom of George Jackson,

Defense Attorney Leo Branton

g the allegations of the prosecution’s

strongly condemned the fact that
Miss Davis was kept in jail for 16
months and subjected to ‘‘the
agony and terror of these cri-
minal charges’” on the flimsiest

" of evidence, essentially no evi-

dence at all.

Most alarming was Branton’s
appraisal of the role of the pro-
secution in this case. He said: “It
is the responsibility of the pro-
secution to see that justice is
done. Therefore, he should have

- moved for dismissal.

DIGNITY

‘“He didn’t do that. If he had he
would have returned some digni-
ty to the office of prosecution
which has been badly tar-
nished.”

Apparently the defense feels

that the ruling class has been un- -

justly slandered and would like to
help patch up the facade of ca-
pitalist justice being ripped apart

in this trial before the view of -

workers and youth.

The prosecutor in his reply
stated the State’s position very
sharply. ‘‘Angela Davis is

national Airport parking lots, was one of the prosecution’s witnesses.

charged with a crime that in
damage to human life and the
system of the administration of
justice has no parallel.”’

It is clear Angela Davis is {o be
a lesson for the working class.
The State is demanding a con-
viction.

‘McGovermn Wins Vote With Wallace

BY DENNIS FULTON

PORTLAND, Ore., May 23—South Dakota Senator George McGovern won
today’s presidential primary, and Alabama Governor George Wallace, who did
not spend one day in the state, finished second.

The ability of George
Wallace to win 20 percent of
the vote without cam-
paigning in a state where
busing has not been an im-
portant issue exposes all the
trade union bureaucrats who
have attempted to dismiss
Wallace as a southern pheno-
menon.

it was the politics of George
Wallace that dominated this
campaign. McGovern, who is
-likely to enter the convention as
the leading candidate, ran around
Oregon promising that he would
make sure that the wounded Wal-
lace’s reactionary policies are
heard at the convention. At the
same time, he stated that the
busing question had to be. re-
evaluated.

In spite of the growth of the
Wallace movement and the sup-
' port given by ‘liberal” De-
mocrats to his positions, the
trade union bureaucracy refuses

Waitacé supporters demonsfrate at mock Oregon Democratic

to be shaken from their col-
laboration with the Democratic
Party.

Union leaders have declared
that they will make a “last-
ditch” effort to stop McGovern in
California by supporting Hum-
phrey. And then they said that
McGovern will be opposed in
such a way that would make it
possible for umnions to support
him if he wins the nomination.

Senator George McGovern, fol-
lowing the Wallace victories in
Michigan and Maryland, has used
the Oregon primary as grounds
for a move to the right.

Almost alene as an active cam-
paigner in this primary and fa-
vored to win, he revealed more of
his real positions which he ex-
pects will move the power
brokers in the Democratic party

. to give him the nomination.-
Oregon gave the front running .

McGovern a chance to respond to
the increasing pressure -in the
party pushing

&

Presidential Nominating Conventien in Portland on May 17-19.

him to theright for

the showdown with Humphrey
and a Wallace write-in cam-
paign in California.

McGovern was the only na-
tional candidate to campaign in
person in this primary. The
Wallace campaign sponsored a
television blitz in the last few
days before the election. Cam-
paigning in Roseburg, McGo-
vern announced he would vote for
the anti-busing provisions in the
$18.5 billion education bill in
House-Senate conference,” The
bill would halt federal court dese-
gregation orders and prohibit the
use of federal school funds for
busing. ;

McGovern now joins Con-

gresswoman Judith Green, the

representative of the urban Port-
land district, in supporting the

anti-busing provisions. Green has -

supported Senator Henry Jack-
son in the primaries this year.
McGovern has to win the support
‘of party regulars like Green to
get the Democratic nomination.
He is more than willing to attack
the basic democratic rights of
equal education to get that sup-
port.

To prove to the party leaders
and big money supporters that
behind this liberal cover he is
willing to do whatever is re-

quired to serve the interests of .

capitalism, moving along
another path beaten by Wallace,
McGovern told a meeting of 550
employees of the Tekironix Com-
pany, the largest private em-
ployer in Oregon, that ““The exis-

ting welfare system must be

scrapped.” He proposed to
replace welfare with income sup-
plements that would pay the
rates of the poor the same
amotunt—perhaps $1,000 a year.

Back in Portland, McGovern
said he would appeal to Wallace
supporiers on the issues of tax
reform, overhauling the welfare
system “which is a ‘mess,” and
making sense out of foreign aid.

McGovern intended to build his

liberal image in Oregon with pot - -

shots at Nixon’s economic policy,
but supports the Pay Board
behind a screen of talk about
“inequities,”” At the same time

a Wallace campaign spokesman

from the Alabama office told the
Bulletin in an interview in Port-
land that Wallace ‘*‘opposed”’
some areas of Nixon’s ecopomic
policies.

“This means he’s opposed to
the whole big idea of it. He says
the President has got more in-
formation and better in-
formation about this type of thing
because of the people he has
working for him, more than the
Governor of Alabama’s got. He
says he could not condemn the
Pay Board until he had full know-
ledge of what information the
President has available to
him...as the Governor said, I
don’t think he (the President)
would go out and do something
that would not be in the best in-
terests of : the country and de-
finitely with spiralling inflation
he had to'do something and if it
checked it even for three months
then possibly ‘it was right. But
then you've got such inequities in
it. So he was taking issue with se-

-veral points but not necessarily
- with the whole idea.” :

ALABAMA

This Wallace campaign re-
presentative told the Bulletin
that he personally opposed the
West Coast longshore strike:
“We were suffering in Alabama
over a strike in California, That
may be hard to believe, but there
were certain imports, cars, and I

. know for a fact that Datsun 240Gs
‘were awfully rare in Alabama,
That’s my own personal thought.
Why should I suffer. I didn’t have
anything to do with it. I'm kind of
narrow-minded ‘on things like
this." :

An unemployed Teamster told
the Bulletin that the people who

are voting for Wallace: ““Are just

after some kind of change. any
kind of change. Just out of what’s

. left maybe they think he's the

Now that it is up to the defense,
they maintain that legally the
burden of proof rests with the
prosecution and therefore they
will be putting forward a very li-
mited and abbreviated defense
which exposes their continued
faith in the courts. "

Rhetoric

only answer.” i
A longshoreman in Portland
told the Bulletin: “I don’t like -
Wallace but T like him more than
Nixon. I don’t like his back-
ground as far as labor is con-
cerned—the. right-to-work laws.
Alabama has a climate that’s not
pro-labor. T'm -going to vote for
McGovern mainly because I hate
Wallace, Nixon, Humphrey,
Muskie.” ' ~ .

FIGHT

A construetion worker in down-
town Portland told the Bulletin:
“If they don’t get someone in
there that does what he says and
says what he does then there’s
.going to be nothing elsé different
anyway. 1 think a labor party’s a
good idea, The guy that they put
in there should be for the working
man, Because I've been in the .
labor movement for 50 years and
T'haven’t had any of them do any-
thing for me. I had to fight for

_-every bit of it. T had to tighten my

belt quite a few times because of
?ome of these guys I've voted
or.” ' ‘
McGovern addressed a three
day mock Democratic party con-
vention of 3,000 students from su-
burban Portland schools: He
toned down his previous liberal
appeals which had won many
youth to suppert him. Some youth -
found the sharpness of McGo- -
vern’s differences with Wallace
and other Democratic: party can-
didates dulled. A group of
Wallace and McGovern sup-
porters responded with di-
sillusionment to MecGovern's
.speech and the two capitalist
parties, S
“We've decided that all of the

candidates are more or less the -

same no matter what they say.
We were bored with McGovern.
'm sure we would have been

bored with George Wallace too. - - k

We're not impressed with the De-
mocratic and Republican par-
ties. We're unimpressed with
politics where the best liar wins..

We don't think any of these can- =
didates will be any different than

Nixon is.”’
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Food Employers
Announce Plan
To Throw Out
IBT Strikers

' BY A BULLETIN REPORTER _, :
SAN FRANCISCO—The Food Employers Counc11
bargaining unit of the 15 Bay Area soft drink com-
panies, which have been struck by Teamster bot- -
tlers for the past five months, broke off nego
tlatlons with the union yesterday

They announced that they
- would begin hiring scabs to
replace the strikers in order
to bring the plants back to
normal operation.

Letters have been sent to all
the strikers notifying them that
their jobs will be given to ‘‘tem-
porary”. workers -unless they
return to work immediately.

. The union leadershlp has' at-
tempted to bring in a Federal

mediator - and professumal ar--

bitrator. Sam Kagel, in-order to
throw the dispute into b,mdmg ar-:
bitration.

But 12 hours of meetings ended
with . the employers arrogantly
demanding that the Teamsters
return to work with no gua-
rantee that the strikers,-many:of
whom ‘have received dismissal
notices, would keep their jobs.

‘With this act the companies

" have set in motion their -in-
tention from  the beginning—to
- break-the union.

Jack Goldberger, chief

"\ -negotiator - for -the: Teamster .

- loeal, sdid the companies ‘‘are
_not going to be able to break the
‘union,.. They ‘are ‘going 1o meet

 with a Iot of resistance, there’s
no question about that.”

FIRM

" For over five months the ranks

~have held firmon $35.a week and
strike benefits in the fact of court
\injunctions; fines-'and: police in-
timidation -which have enabled
the employers to keep the plants
.open and trucks.moving with
- 'scab labor. But throughout this

long and bitter strike, Gold-

..berger and the rest of the Team-
“ster leadership have retreated

" before the employers and their

courts, and sought to isolate the

. Dbottlers, refusing at every point
"to mobilize" the full strength of

‘the Teamsters.

s ‘the treachéfy of the lea-

dership, not the actmn of the
ranks; which places in jeopardy
the existence of the union.

Rather than carry out his
threat to call/out the Bay Area
Teamsters in support of the bot-
tlers, Goldberger chose to throw
all'the i issues, including the basic
question of the union shop, into
the lap of one of Nixon's me-
diators. .

This mediator, Sam Kagel, re-
cently ruled agamst the ILWU in
favor of the shipping bosses on
every questnon in dispute.

ANGER

Plckets at the Palo Alto Coke
plant who spoke to Bulletin re-
porters expressed anger ~and
frustration at the leadership’s re-
fusal to pull out the rest ‘of the
Teamsters. *“We should have had
a general strike five weeks ago,”
one picket told us.: s

Another picket told the
Bulletin: “‘I don’t think they’ll
break us down. But there’s one

“problem. How long can we hold

out? We have drivers  coming

- down the road saying, when are

they goirig to.call-us out? What
are they waiting for?”

STRATEGY

'The strategy of the beverage
companies is to buy all. their
franchises and automate a few
large plants, turning hundreds of
bottlers out onto the streets. A
picket at the Palo Alto plant said
that: the Dr. Pepper plant” in
Sunnyvale sold out-to Pepsi Cola

“last ‘week and sent-all of the

strikers termination papers.
Every local must reject any

Striking workers'of the University of California picket against the Board of Regents.

Court Suspends ILWU
Confcuner Protection

BY JEFF SEBASTIAN

SAN FRANCISCO—Last week the Bulletin warned that a showdown must
come on the docks. No matter how much Bridges and Gleason twist and turn to
avoid a fight, the government is determined to take every concession as a sign

-of weakness and to press

No sooner did Bridges
accept the Pay Board wage
slashes than the government
revealed the next step in its

-strategy. A-federal judge in

Los Angeles has just issued an
injunction suspending the con-
tainer cargo jurisdiction sec-
tion of the ILWU contract.
In effect, this injunction pro-
hibits the one dollar a ton tax on
containers used to finance the

~ guarantee and prevents the PMA
~ from requiring that containers be

stuffed and unstuffed by ILWU

* members.

~ The case is now turned over to
the National Labor Relations
Board . whose lawyers had re-
quested the injunction, claiming

_that the contract is an illegal at-

tempt to take work not rightfully

~ ‘belonging -to the union. -

With the contract signed, the
government is now moving to
‘heat up the jurisdictional dispute

~.between the ILWU and. the
binding arbitration and demanda. -

- strike of ‘the Bay .Area Team-
_sters to defend the bottlers and a
conference of Bay Area labor-to -
launch a labor party in defense of .
the  -entire trade union _move- ot
ment :

rt
saf”" day June 3
8 PM Unﬂl Lo

53 Ramona
o -San; Francisco
 $1 Dontion Tel 211310

Teamsters over container work,
~ Longshoremen now find them-
selves in.a- legal stranglehold.

- designed to- destroy every his-

toric right and gain of the union.
The government has: in essence

-‘complete1y cancelled ‘even the

BY A BULLETIN _ 
'REPORTER

tence -of "thé  trade union
movement is what is at stake

in the strike at U.C. Berkeley.

"The university is deter-

\‘ mined to defeat the building -
tradesmen as a lesson to the

unorganized workers on cam-

~pus and in order to smash up
“the growing union movement
among campus: employees.

The strike is in grave danger.
There isno questmn of the deter-

on for the destruction of ‘the unions.

rotten contract that Bridges
accepted. The Pay Board took
away wages and now the NLRB
is preparing to remove the only
protection over jurisdiction.
dockers thought they had nailed
down.

As things stand now, no matter
what Bridges says, there is no
contract. After one year of
struggle nothing is left of the
original demands of the long-
shoremen except for the wage
-increase lightened by 30 cents,

Wages are not even retroac-
tive to the beginning of the strike
but rather to December 1971.

All local issues dealing with
working -conditions, manning
rates and individual port prob-
lems are unresolved with the
PMA adamant about conceding
anything. '

Gang sizes on new operations
such as'LASH are unresolved and
will be decided in arbitration. -

The new  attacks launched by

the' government expose com-

pletely the bankrupt policy of the
ILWU leadership. It is the sur-
-vival of the union that is at stake
and this leadership speaks of pro-
tests and refuses to act.
" The truth is that longshore-
men cannot live-with the present

,mmatwn of the strikers to fight.
Last week-—-over 800 strikers

“ “ marched with striking Teamster
BERKELEY—The exis- 1 HNE

bottlers to protest university
policies. "~
The umversny is however inno

mood to give -in.. Last Friday -

strikers were given a vicious dis-
play of university arrogance by
- the Board of Regents. Richard
Groulx, head of the Alameda
County ' Central Labor Council,
leading a delegation of strikers
- requested permission to address
the Board whose meeting was
attended by Governor Reagan
himself. The Regents voted to
denv a hearing to the repre-

situation. ‘If no fight is made,
there will be one blow after ano-
ther as the government will tie
everything up in the courts while
continuing to smash away at the
rights of the union.

Under these conditions, the
arbitrator is preparing to find
against the union on every funda-
mental question.

Dockers will have to look very
closely at the policy of the Stalin-
ists who declare in the latest
People’s World that the accep-
tance of the Pay Board cut ‘“‘has
once and for all ended the possi-
bility of a West Coast longshore
strike.”

In fact the opposite is the case.
Longshoremen have absolutely
no choice but to launch such a
strike. The government has
declared the contract null and
void and that is precisely what
the dockers must do. Any hesi-
tation will simply strenthen the

. attack on the union.

Dockers must fight for strike
action immediately. A West
Coast shutdown can bring out the
ILA and prepare the ground for a
general strike movement that
can ‘win the demands of the
dockers.and bring down the Pay
Board.

U.C. Regents Declare War On Strikers

sentative of the entire East Bay
lIabor movement.

- The reasons for this contempt
are not hard to find. Groulx has
done everything in his power to -
prevent a real mobilization of the
labor- movement in this strike
and the Board expects more of
the same.

Indeed the demonstrahon of
strikers “he led paraded about
with white ballons with slogans
denouncing the lack of free

' speech on the campus. This is

because the Labor Council still
refuses to call it a strike and
insists its pickets are *‘infor-
matwnal ”
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