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WOODGOCK RETREATS
BEFORE NIXON

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER
DETROIT—The 3000
delegates to the 1973
United Auto Workers\
bargaining convention
meeting in Detroit’s
Cobalt Hall this week
must call a halt to
Leonard Woodcock’s |
open collaboration with
Nixon’s anti-labor |

policies.
On the eve of this con-

ference to prepare for th
1973 contract, the most bitter

Hunter Dance

Big Success

The Fund Drive has moved
ahead from last week with a total
of $2918.65. For the last three
weeks the fund drive has slowly
moved forward but it still
remains below the $3,500 per
week level needed.

The Hunter College Young
Socialists dance leads the way,
having raised $228.16 for the
drive, showing what can be done
through activities. At the
Brooklyn College Young Socialist
meeting Saturday night $400 was
raised, but most of this is in
pledges. Washington,,
Brownsville, Chelsea, and
Madison have sent in large
amounts.

Many branches are still way
behind the one-third mark with
less than two weeks to go. Now
with our press installed, the first
papers coming off it, and a con-
tract signed with the printing un-
ions, we have taken in a short
period a major stride forward to
prepare for the revolutionary
struggles which lie directly
ahead.

All this requires the comple-
tion of the fund drive in full and
on time. We must raise this $50,-
000. We will launch the Bulletin
twice-weekly in the Fall.

fight facing the UAW in its
history, Woodcock said at a
press conference: ‘‘I have no
difficulty working with this
Nixon Administration in a
pragmatic relationship.
There is no evidence of an ad-
ministration that is going
after the labor movement.”
This goes along with Wood-
cock’s statement that Nixon's
Phase Three and the 5.5 per-
cent wage guidelines are ‘“‘a
step in the right direction.”
It is clear that Woodcock will
attempt to get a resolution at this

_convention that will give him a
‘free hand in the ree auto

contract negotiations, a free
hand to accept the dictates of
Nixon and the auto companies.
This is what prompted Richard
Gerstenberg, head of General
Motors, to say on Monday:

“We in General Motors agree
fully with Mr. Woodcock that
there is no need for a strike in
1973, that this year, unlike 1970,
carries no built in factors that
make a strike almost inevitable.
We have come to a time when we
can acknowledge that we have so
far more in common than in con-
flict. These differences have no
place in our country today: they
have gone the way of the
sweatshop.”

SWEATSHOP
But it is the conditions of the
“‘sweatshop’’ that Nixon and the
employers are seeking to drive
the auto workers back to by
slashing living standards, jobs,
and creating inhuman conditions

Motors Assem$ly Division
plants. It is these attacks that are
required by the capitalists
because of the deep economic
crisis of their system.
Woodcock and the leadership of
the UAW are running head on
into the determination of UAW
members to defend their stan-
dard of living against the
deteriorating economic situation
and rising inflation. In February

| alone, prices rose at an annual

rate of 20 percent.

The bargaining convention
delegates must completely reject
Woodcock's plan to abandon the
auto workers to Nixon's attacks.
As a member of the National
Auto Caucus of the Trade Union
Alliance For a Labor Party, from
UAW Local 696, points out in an
interview in this issue, this con-
tract is different. Nixon can rip
up what is negotiated at the
bargaining table. The fight to win
a decent contract this year will
require a political fight.

We urge the delegates and all
members of the UAW to take up
the fight for the program of the
TUALRP (see page 5) at this con-
vention.

The leadership of the United
National Caucus in the UAW has
prepared a leaflet with various
plant .caucuses and mis-
cellaneous groups, for a
demonstration at the convention

(Continued On Page 4)
See letter from Rudy Sulenta to
Art Fox of UNC, page 6.
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Students walked out of the classrooms in support of teachers during their recent strike in New Haven.

JUAN FARINAS WINS FREEDOM

New York—Juan
Farinas has won parole
and will be released from
the Federal Penitentiary
in Danbury, Connecticut
on April 16, after having
served one year of a two
year sentence.

Juan was jailed on fram-
ed up charges of violating
the Selective Service Act.
His so-called crime was to
distribute a leaflet at his
induction center, in 1968,
which denounced the Viet-
nam War as a war waged
against the interests of the
Viethamese workers and

peasants in the interests of
American corporations.

The following is a state-
ment which Juan issued
from Danbury upon lear-
ning of his victory.

““On April 16, 1 will be
free on parole. For this |
have to thank, first of all,
the thousands of working
men, women and youth
who made the fight for my
release their fight; the
trade union, peace, stu-
dent and political
organizations that com-
mitted themselves to my
defense; and, last but not

least, my comrades in the
Workers League and the
Young Socialists, without
whose selfless efforts and
drive the massive cam-
paign organized for my
defense would never have
been possible.

From the very begin-
ning of this fight, as a
matter of fact, even in the
very leaflet that 1| dis-
tributed in the induction
center, it has been con-
ducted as a fight of the
working class for its
defense against a system
of wars, racism, exploita-

tion and misery. It has
seen the fight against the
imperialist war in Viet-
nam as indissolubly linked
to the fight of the working
class against the attacks
of the capitalist class and
its governments in all
countries.

Today a cease-fire has
been signed in Vietnam.
But this has not brought
peace to Indochina. On the
contrary, war rages in
South Vietnam because
none of the problems fac-
ing the workers and

(Continued On Page 18)
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Police reinforcements were rushed to the British Steel Corp. headquarters in London last week when 2500
steel workers tried to storm the building after plant closure announcements which will-eliminate 4500 jobs.

Arab Leaders Move
To Crush Guerrillas

BY FRED MUELLER

Washlngton and its puppets in the Middle East have launched a new drive to
smash the Palestinian guerrilla movement, in the aftermath of the taking of
hostages and the execution of three Western diplomats in the Sudan by
members of the Black September group several weeks ago.

The imperialists would like
to see an extermination cam-
paign on a far greater scale
than that taken by Jordan’s
King Hussein in September
1970. It is from that bloody
massacre two and one-half
years ago that Black
September takes its name.

Nixon has also chosen this mo-
ment to announce that another
four squadrons of Phantom and
Skyhawk jets will be supplied to
the Israelis within the next two
years. This is in addition to 120
jets to be delivered by June of
1974.

Israeli Prime Minister Golda
Meir’s recent US visit undoubted-
ly resulted in this new shipment,
with Washington waiting for the
best moment to announce it.

Meanwhile, eight members of
Black September face the death
penalty in the Sudan. They have
been charged with premeditated
homicide, aggression against a

foreign diplomatic mission,"

terrorism, and the taking of
hostages. Along with Hussein,
Sudanese dictator Numeiry, one
of the staunchest allies of
Washington, is eager to impose
the death penalty.

LINK

The Sudanese government has
attempted to link Al Fatah to
Black September, though Arafat
has denied any involvement by Al
Fatah in the Khartoum incident.
The head of the Fatah office in
the Sudan, Abu Fawaz, has been
argested and has allegedly con-
fessed. According to the
Sudanese Interior Minister, “We
would have preferred that Fatah
was not implicated in this crime
but the facts are there.”

This statement from a govern-

ment which framed up and ex-
ecuted thousands of Sudanese
communists and trade union
militants in July, 1971 must be
taken with extreme skepticism.
The capitalist press is now play-
ing up the bloody butcher
Numeiry as a sincere foe of
terror.

The bourgeois nationalist
governments of Libya, Syria and
Egypt must continue to pay lip
service to the Palestinian cause
even as they prepare to crack
down on the guerrillas. The
Sudanese have criticized Cairo
for not condemning the guerrillas
strongly enough.

These differences are a pale
reflection of the tremendous
class conflict developing within
these countries. The masses are
growing more dissatisfied with
the conditions they face and are
more and more linking these to
the refusal to fight the Zionists.

In Libya a huge student
meeting demanded a ‘‘truly
revolutionary government,” as
well as an answer to why Libyan
petroleum had not been
nationalized. In Egypt, so-called
reorganization measures on
March 7 are designed to
eliminate opposition to the
government in the press and
radio. Many arrests have also
been reported in working class
neighborhoods, especially in the
factories of Abou Zabaal and
Helouan in the suburbs of Cairo.

The leaders of the Soviet Union
have been the greatest sup-

porters of Numeiry. The

Stalinists have joined the witch-
hunt against the guerrillas who
they view. as an obstacle in their

attempt to work out a deal with. -

imperialism and Zionism in the
Middle East.

Nixon Threatens
# New Bombing
' Of N. Vietnam

BY A REPORTER
As US B-52s mount an intensive bombing cam-
paign over Cambodia in a desperate attempt to
stave off Lon Nol's defeat, Nixon is preparing to

-;renew the offensive against. North Vietnam once all

- the American POWs have been freed.

. While the American Com-

- munist Party’s Daily World

blithely talked about the
“peacetime’ reconstruction
of the North, Nixon was
revealing his real plans in a
thinly veiled warning last
Thursday that bombing of the
North- would be resumed if
Hanoi refused to stop sending
supplies to the liberation
fighters in the South.

Nixon told the North Viet-
namese: ‘1 would only suggest

that based on my actions over the -

past four years, that the North
Vietnamese should not lightly
disregard such expressions of
concern...”’

According to the New York
Times, ‘“The President’s state-
ment was interpreted by
members of the White House
staff and the diplomatic com-
munity as an unmistakable war-
ning to the North Vietnamese
that they were risking a resump-
tion of American bombing.”’

Actually, American bombing in
Southeast Asia has never
stopped. Pathet Lao positions in
Laos continue to come under
heavy fire, and NLF positions in

. South Vietnam have come under

ferocious shelling and bombing

Schuliz Trip Pushes For
More Sovietf Trade

BY A FOREIGN
REPORTER

George Schultz’s hasty
three day visit to Moscow was
closely connected to the latest
stage of the international
monetary crisis. »

Schultz is now Nixon’s chief
economic adviser. In addition to
his position as Secretary of the
Treasury, he is the co-chairman
of the Joint US-Soviet Commerce
Commission and chairman of the
East-West Trade Policy Com-
mittee, both set up after the US-
Soviet trade deal signed last
year.

The trade deal left many

details to be worked out. There is
also the problem of getting
Congressional action to lower the
present high tariffs on Soviet
goods. -
But Schultz was not dlspatched
to Moscow to work out further
details. It is highly likely that
Nixon chose the latest and most
explosive flareup of the
monetary crisis to stress his
determination to greatly expand
US-Soviet trade.

The flight from currencies and -

into gold deepens the turn toward
trade war, autarchy and inter-
national recession. In this situa-
tion, the competition for markets
becomes hotter than ever.
Washington wants to move ahead
on last year’s deal because it
needs whatever advantages it
can get in the preparation for all-
out trade war,. .

The Stalinist bureaucracy is
extremely anxious for more

trade with the US and for
American investments and loans.
Its own crisis is linked to that of
the capitalist world, as it con-
tinues to be isolated from the in-
ternational division of labor and
at a tremendous technological
disadvantage.

The economic dislocation and
crisis of Soviet industry and
agriculture is a product of the
Stalinist policy of peaceful coex-
istence, of collaboration with im-
perialism against the working
class all over the world. This
counterrevolutionary policy, bas-
ed on defense of the
bureaucracy’s privileges and
fear of the working class, has led
to a strengthening of imperialism
and weakening of the workers’
states even as world capitalism
heads into its deepest crisis in
history.

In certain areas of the USSR
there have even been shortages
of bread and potatoes. reported.
These are staples accounting for
one-half of the Soviet diet. The
shortages are due not only to the
1972 crop failure, but to
bureaucratic mismanagement
and growing economic disloca-
tion and difficulties.

The economic crisis drives the
imperialists not simply toward
opening up trade with the Soviet
Union, but toward using these
openings for capital penetration
into the Soviet Union and the
weakening of the monopoly of
foreign trade. The imperialists

are driven more and more in the -

direction of open counterrevolu-
tion, of capitalist restoration.

attacks from Thieu’s American-
equipped and trained Army and
Air Force. ‘

In Cambodia, an intense war
rages as Nixon tries to smash the
powerful offensive of workers
and peasants which threatens to
topple Lon Nol's puppel regime.
The strength of this movement
was reflected in the massive
strike action by teachers, which
the government has sought to
break with martial law measures
imposed March 17 after a bomb-
ing of the presidential palace.

It is the Stalinist bureaucracies
in Moscow and Peking who fore-
ed Nixon’s treaty on the Viet-
namese workers and peasants
and who now spread dangerous il-
lusions of ‘‘peaceful coex-
istence.” In this betrayal of the
Vietnamese Revolution, the ser-
vile American Communist Party
and its “‘Sign the Treaty Now”
campaign shares a major respon-
sibility.

The Socialist Workers Party
has also played a criminal role
in this betrayal by refusing to
take up any real fight against
Stalinism and in fact capitulating
to the Stalinists and their liberal
allies.

In an editorial and two articles
discussing the situation in
Southeast Asia, the March 23
Militant reveals the depth of the
SWP’s abandonment of- the
historic struggle of Trotskyism
against the rotten perspective of
Stalinism. :

Refusing to pose the victory of
the NLF as the only way forward
in Vietnam, the SWP hangs on to
its “‘respectable’’ slogan of ‘‘Out
Now!”’ and calls for more protest
demonstrations when Thieu
visits the US in April, while not
breathing a word of criticism
against the Stalinists. They leave
the -door wide open for another
coalition with them. This leaves
the SWP utterly defenseless
against Stalinism.

Revisonism and Stalinism
must be bitterly fought. As the
crisis of capital deepens, the
future of the Vietnamese Revolu-
tion more and more lies in the
revolutionary struggles of
workers in the US and in Europe.
This requires the development of
alternative Trotskyist
leaderships in every country.

T il |
Tork Election

BY A CORRESPONDENT

Turkey’s generals and right-
wing politicians are locked in
conflict .over the election of a
new president by the parliament.

After four ballots, members of

. Parliament still refused to en-

dorse the army’s choice, General
Faruk Gerler, and gave a majori-
ty to the conservative Justice
Party candidate, Tekin Ariburun.
As he did not have an absolute
majority, balloting was adjourn-
ed.

There are signs that the army
is ready to intervene again if the
politicians do not come to heel
and accept General Gerler.
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Collapse

Looms

For

Big Banks

BY BRUCE McKAY

NEW YORK, March 21—Major banks announced |
they were hiking their prime lending rates by half a |

percentage point Monday as the world’s money
markets opened for the first time in two weeks in a

chaotic state.

The sharp reaction of the
Nixon Administration, in
summoning bankers to
Washington Thursday to
justify their action, reflects
the depth of the international
crisis as the dollar and credit
inflation, which supported the
postwar boom, now push the
capitalist world into an in-
paralled monetary and credit
collapse and the destruction
of world trade and huge
volumes of capital. .

Nixon is caught in the con-
tradiction of trying to avert a
collapse of the American
economy at the same time as he
uses a massive inflationary surge
as a weapon against the inter-
national working class and the
Japanese and European
economies.

INTEREST RATES

The jump in interest rates
charged by banks to the largest
corporations, whether or not Nix-
on rolls it back, is a prelude to
the international collapse, and
the deep uncertainty now grip-
ping businessmen was revealed
in today’s sharp drop in the stock
market.

The increase has resulted from
soaring interest rates on other
forms of investment caused by

the enormous inflationary expan-
sion of credit which has been
used to prop up the disintegrating
economy. The uncontrollable

nature of this expansion now &
threatens a whole series of major |
bank failures throughout the @&

world.

CRASH

Nixon, however, fears a sharp
rise in interest rates here will
lead to a “‘credit crunch” and
stock market crash and has
therefore tried to artificially
regulate them so he will have a
free hand in using inflation to
wipe away all the economic gains
won by workers over the years.

But, by arbitrarily holding
down interest rates, Nixon en-
courages the flow of dollar
capital from US banks into the
Eurodollar market—where in-
terest rates are now ‘‘well above
eight percent”’—where they fuel
the growing attack on the value
of the dollar and hasten the
collapse of the international
monetary system.

This system continues to show
signs of advanced deterioration
despite all the glowing predic-
tions about the probable success
of the capitalists’ ‘‘dirty”’
floating of European currencies
against the dollar.

(Continued On Page 18)

Philadelphia TWU
To Vote On Pact

BY DENNIS HAULING
PHILADELPHIA—The
leadership of the Transport
Workers Union Local 234 here
called off the strike against
the Southeastern Penn-
sylvania Transit Authority
(SEPTA) that was to begin at
midnight last night. The ranks
of the TWU will vote on the
contract in the next ten days.
Details of the settlement are
being’ kept quiet but it appears
now that transit workers will be
presented with a two year con-
tract and a wage increase of 6.2
percent.

The TWU was forced under

state law to postpone their strike
by five days. The law states that
if a contract has been turned over
to factfinders, both sides must
give each other five days to ex-
amine the report before rejecting
it. SEPTA is presently $3.5
million in debt and expects to be
$7 million short by July 1.

SEPTA offered 42 cents in an
increase over 30 months, while
the union* has demanded a one
dollar increase across the board
for one year.

The state appointed factfinder
has proposed a 53 cent increase
over three years. The men,
however, are determined to fight

the wage guidelines. As one man
told the Bulletin:

“It used to be that you could
buy something for a nickel, but
today a nickel is worth a penny.
You’d expect that with my salary
I'd be able to live okay. But I
can’t. I don’t have enough money
to feed my family.”

At the same time as SEPTA is
attempting to drive the wages
back to 3.5 percent, they are also
attempting to write union-
busting policies for the contract.
SEPTA wants to hire sub-
contractors to do maintenance
work and use part time workers.
What has become clear over
the past week is that the govern-
ment has every intention of
breaking the unions and making
the rank and file subsidize
SEPTA.

The sentencing of Ryan and
Sullivan, the leaders of the

Philadelphia teachers union, to.
_jail sentences last month was a

warning to the leaders of the
TWU that they would suffer the
same consequences if they
carried out strike action against
SEPTA. The trade union move-
ment must now be mobilized
politically to fight to smash
Phase Three and the union-
busting tactics of the govern-
ment.

The longest strike in the history of 1199 Hespital Workers Union is now in its fifth menth in Boston against
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Hospital. Hospital still refuses to negotiate.

Workers League Plans
Union Square May Day Rally

BY NANCY FIELDS

NEW YORK—On Saturday, April 28, the Workers League, the Trade Union
Alliance for a Labor Party and the Young Socialists will hold the first May Day
Rally in Union Square in the history of Trotskyism in the US.

Throughout the turbulent
history of the American and
international labor move-
ment, Union Square has been
the traditional rallying place
of thousands of workers:
workers who came together
to declare their willingness to
fight the attacks of their
employers and show their
solidarity with each other in
that fight.

The April 28 rally will restore
the traditions of May Day, which
has not been celebrated on a
mass scale in several decades in
the US, and will center on four
basic themes.

The first theme will focus on
the history of the American
working class and bring forward
the meaning of that history into
the present period. This history
shows that all the gains of the
American working class have
only been achieved through
bitter, violent struggles against
the capitalists. It also reveals
that at all the critical points in
the history of its development,
the working class has been forc-
ed to break sharply with its old
methods in order to survive and
advance.

Thus, it first developed labor
organizations, then it turned to
the general strike, then to the sit-
down strikes which led finally to
the building of mass industrial
unions organized into the CIO.
Today, it is necessary for the
working class to once again
break from its old forms and
build a labor party if all of its
gains are to be defended.

STRUGGLE
May Day began in 1886 out of
the struggle of workers for the

eight hour day. This fight was led
by revolutionaries—anarchists
and socialists—in opposition to
the labor bureaucracy of that
day: the Knights of Labor. This
movement threatened to spread
to general strike action across
the country. Reflecting the enor-
mous fear of the ruling class, the
government moved quickly and
viciously to crush the eight hour
movement.

Following the bombing of a
peaceful rally at Haymarket
Square in Chicago, which was
carried out by an agent-pro-
vacateur, four of the movement’s
leaders were framed up and ex-
ecuted.

The vicious attack by the
capitalists on working class
fighters, following the
Haymarket Square incident,
touched off the spark of class
conscious unity among workers
of the entire world. Mass
demonstrations were held inter-
nationally for solidarity with the
victims of capitalist persecution.
Since 1886, the commemoration
of the men of Haymarket has
been a call to battle for the inter-
national working class.

EXPOSE
This history will be brought
forward to expose the

revisionists and Stalinists who
claim that the history of America
is the history of the consolidation
of the power of the ruling class
and the development of
democratic institutions which
allow for peaceful relationships
between the working class and
the ruling class.

The second theme of the rally
will bring forward the inter-
nationalist history of the working
class and the international

s

perspectives for the struggle
against capitalism today. As Nix-
on tries to get the support of the
working class for his policies of
trade war against Europe and
Japan, and is aided in this effort
by the labor bureaucracy which
is seeking to whip up national
chauvinism among workers, the
international interests and, unity
of workers in all countries must
be posed against the attacks of
their own ruling classes.

The third theme will assert the
history of Trotskyism against the
betrayals of Stalinism. Today, it
is only Trotskyism which can
reestablish the international
traditions of the working class
and thus, reestablish the real
traditions of Union Square
demonstrations.

STALINISTS

The Stalinists have used May
Day and Union Square to turn the
working class away from inter-
nationalism and away from its
own history. In fact,they have
made a mockery of this history
by parading liberals and
ministers on their speakers’ plat-
forms, while putting forth the il-
lusion that the working class can

! make gains by simply putting

pressure on liberal politicians.
While they portray their
treacherous betrayal of the
heroic struggles of the Viet-
namese workers and peasants as
a great victory against im-
perialism, they desperately seek
to tie the American working
class to the Democratic Party
and class collaboration politics.
It is against the policies of the
Stalinists and by bringing

: forward the history of the

American working class and its
(Continued On Page 18) .
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ST. LOUIS—Three
thousand auto workers
at Chrysler’s East St.
Louis plant closed down
the passenger line with a
wildcat strike Wednes-
day and Thursday night
March 14 and 15.

The men, members of

Tarrytown

BY LOU BELKIN

TARRYTOWN, N.Y.—The
newly formed Committee for
a Decent Leadership in the
United Auto Workers Local
664 here met this weekend to
discuss the upcoming con-
tract fight the UAW faces and
the caucus’ plans to run can-
didates in the upcoming elec-
tions.

The Committee is fighting in
the Tarrytown General Motors.
plant on the program hammered
out by the National Auto Caucus
of the Trade Union Alliance for a
Labor Party.

The meeting discussed the
question of the economic crisis
and the decisions made by Nixon
to take on the trade unions in this
period. The sharp danger posed
to GM workers since the in-
troduction of General Motors
Assembly Division, and the collu-
sion of Woodcock and Local 664
President Ray Calore with GM in
refusing to fight on the question
of wages and productivity in the
upcoming contract was taken up.

The meeting was also attended
by Bill Scott, head of the
Tarrytown Rank and File Com-
mittee, a leader of the Trade
Unions for Action and
Democracy, and a supporter of
the policies of the Communist
Party. In responding to the
CDL’s fight now to build a
national caucus against Wood-
cock and to take forward the
fight against GM in the upcoming
contract, Scott stated that

-workers at Tarrytown were not
concétned with the International
leadership and political
questions, but ‘‘only about their
conditions at Tarrytown.”

Scott contended that the con-
tract was already sold and that

Chrysler’s gigan

United Auto Workers Local’

136, walked out after a shop
steward was physically
assaulted by a foreman. The
plant management had been
trying for some time to get
rid of this steward. With this
latest setup, they tried to stir
up racial divisions among the
workers, through this

" provocative attack by a Black

foreman.

Chrysler had been running nine’
to ten hours shifts a day up to six
days a week. While at this time
the plant is expanding production
by starting up a second shift, the
management is preparing for
speedup measures and layoffs by
getting rid of union militants and
by selective hiring practices.

t. Louis Chrysler Ranks Wildcat

However, the workers ar
fighting back as shown by the
wildcat strike at the Dayton
plant last week and the Jetson
assembly plant in Detroit the
week before. It is this fighting
spirit of auto workers to defend
working conditions and wages
which can challenge the auto
bosses in the upcoming contract
negotiations.

DETROIT ...

(Continued From Page 1)
Thrusday. The program of this
demonstration calls for un-
specified ‘‘hefty’’ wage increases
to live on ‘40 hours pay,” calls
for ‘“‘a return to the 40 hour
week’’ and states that ‘‘there is
no need to fear Phase Three
when we've got the organized
might of 706,000 auto workers
behind our union.”

This is a direct repudiation of
the positions of the UNC conven-
tion several weeks ago. Then,
they called for a straight time
minimum of $12,500 a year and
the fight for 30 for 40 to end un-
employment. This conference
passed a resolution against the
UNC leadership, demanding a
fight for a labor party now to
take up the absolutely necessary
political battle against Nixon
during the UAW contract fight.
The UNC leadership has revealed
its inability to put up any prin-
cipled fight against the UAW
leadership.

The Workers League, the
Young Socialists and the TUALP
will lobby the bargaining conven-
tion for the TUALP Auto Caucus
demands. The meeting to take
forward this fight is open to con-
vention delegates and rank and
filers and will be held on Friday,
March 23 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Polar Bear Room, rm. 514 of the
Veterans Memorial Building next
door to the convention site.
Speakers will be Jim Lawrence,
UAW Local 696, Dayton, and Tim
Wohlforth, National Secretary of
the Workers League.

TUAD Caucus Refuses To Fight Woodcock

there was no question of strike
action against GM. He said it was
necessary to fight things one step
at a time, first against Calore
and then at some future time
against the International
leadership.

In answer to the necessity for a
Congress of Labor to prepare
general strike action against
Phase Three and to build a labor
party against the Democrats and
Republicans, Scott said that
workers were not political and

Nixon was not the problem. The
main enemy he said was GM in
Tarrytown.

Scott’s separation of the
struggle the UAW local here
faces from the fight against
Woodcock, who Calore himself

This is the program passed by
the auto caucus of the Trade
Union Alliance for a Labor Party
for the upcoming contract.

WAGES: The ranks must win a
20 percent increase for the first

their living conditions against the
big inroads already made by in-
flation over the last three years.
There must also be a full cost of
living escalator clause which
compensates the ranks on a
monthly basis for any rise in
prices.

JOB SECURITY: The contract
must include a provision barring
any layoffs. All UAW members
currently laid off must be called
back and new jobs must be open-
ed up for young workers by es-
tablishing the 30 hour week at 40
hours pay.

SPEEDUP: The speedup must
be ended by winning a contract in
which the UAW and the com-
panies set a national standard on
time, cycle and jobs. The amount
.of jobs ‘performed by each
worker per hour is not to exceed
40. There must be the abolition of
the 1970 contract’s Paragraph
Eight, which gives management
complete control over production
standards in the plant.

GRIEVANCES: The 1973 con-
tract must give the ranks the
right to strike over all contrac-

tual violations. Paragraph 117,

year of the contract to defend

Program For Auto Struggle: 1973

which strictly limits strike action
to production standards, must be
abolished. The contract must
guarantee a speedy grievance
procedure. There should be no
more than two weeks between
the filing of a grievance and final

action.
WORKERS’ RIGHTS: The

elimination of 42 shop rules im-
posed arbitrarily by GM upon all
workers for discipline. No dis-
cipline to be assessed without
due process of law: right to face
the accuser; all pertinent infor-
mation to be made available
upon demand; guilt must be
proven before discipline is
assessed.

OVERTIME: Al overtime
must be voluntary, with double-
time on weekdays and triple-time
en weekends and holidays.” By
allowing Ford and GM te keep
the men in the plants up to 58
hours per week, Woodcock has
let the lives of auto workers be
disrupted and permitted the com-
panies to stockpile in preparation
for layoffs and the coming
struggles.

PENSION: There must be a
real *“30 and out”’ without any age
qualification and with full pen-
sion benefits of $650 per month. A
cost of living escalator must be
incorporated into the pension.
Social security benefits are not to
be considered part of the $650.
Every auto worker must become
eligible for full benefits 30 days

_accountability of each grievance.

after he begins work.

HEALTH and SAFETY: The
new contract must provide for
adequate medical facilities
within the plant under the super-
vision of a doctor appointed by
the UAW and whom the ranks
may dismiss if he shows partiali-
ty to the company. There must be
unlimited medical absences with
full pay. There must be a
national safety code enforceable
in each plant through the shut-
down of production with full pay
until the management corrects
all violations.

HEALTH CARE: There must
be a national health plan in which
the auto companies provide full
medical coverage for every UAW
member and his family. All
medical expenses, from hospital
care and therapy to ordinary
visits to the doctor, must be met
by the company.

VACATIONS: Paid holidays
must be increased to 18 days per
year plus a two week vacation
after one year and four weeks
after five years.”

All shop committeemen are to
be full time and function without
any restrictions and to be fully
paid by the union in order to
remove them from under the in-
fluence, control, harrassment
and intimidation of management.

Members to have unrestricted
right te recall any com-
mitteemen not doing his job. Full

acts for, and the fight against

- Nixon is consciously put forward

to divert the ranks of the UAW
from fighting Woodcock and his
collaboration with the auto com-
panies and Nixon. This is the-
position of the CP which claims
that Woodcock is a
“progressive.”’

Scott is telling the workers
that they must accept the sellout
Woodcock is preparing and that
they cannot fight in this contract
for wage increases and against
productivity and layoffs.

Scott tries to encourage il-
lusions in simple trade union
militancy when all workers must
now fight politically. ‘acks

These are the questions that
the member of the Rank and File
Committee must confront as
Scott and the CP do Woodcock’s
bidding. It is clear that the Com-
munist Party fears the develop-
ment of a real alternative
leadership, a Marxist leadership,
in the UAW, which the CDL and
the TUALP are constructing.
This is why Scott, unable to
answer any of the questions rais-
ed by the CNL hastily left the
meeting, saying he would not dis-
cuss with Trotskyists.
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Auto Workers Speak Out On Contract Fight

BY DAVID NORTH

DAYTON, Ohio—The
following is an interview
with Jim Lawrence and
John Austin, members of
United Auto Workers
Local 696 in the Delco-
Moraine plant here and
members of the Local
696 Rank and File
Caucus.

JIM: The situation that exists

right now in Delco-Moraine is -

different than the situation which
existed here even in October,
when the conditions were as
stable as conditions could be.
Since that time, management has
begun to speed up work, harass
the ranks, and discipline has
really been tight, to the point of
their giving disciplinary layoffs
for being five minutes late.

Then there’s lots of overtime.
The union leadership is selling
out grievances, more than ever.
Where they used to give away
two for every one they won, now
the ratio is four given away to
one, which is one for the worker.

JOHN: There was a situation
when one of the union members
criticized something about the
contract they were working un-
der. Rather than discussing the
situation, the shop chairman
traded insults with the worker
and then said ‘‘Maybe the
problem is that people like you
aren’t worth a quarter.”

The attacks on workers are
very severe. It doesn’t matter
whether you're doing your job or
not. One worker told me that as
long as he has been in the plant,
some 26 years, he had never seen
management attack workers so
openly.

JIM: Inside the plant, we've
been explaining to workers why
Delco-Moraine is speeding up,
that they are stockpiling for a
strike and the situation in the
monetary crisis is making it
necessary for them to get more
production out of the workers.

We’ve been saying that the
question facing the UAW in 1973
concerns wages and job security
so far as the contract is concern-
ed. But these are political
questions. The action of the local
as well as the International
leadership is to say nothing
definite while using a lot - of
rhetoric.

JOHN: So far, publicly the
leadership has avoided the wages
question and done everything it
can to escape the issues. But
privately the union president told
me today that he was in favor of
discussing wages, but that the
membership wasn’t willing to
make wages 2 top priority in
negotiations. He claims that the
membership doesn’t want to talk
wages; they want to talk
benefits.

JIM: But at the union meeting
today, one member got up and
pointed out that he couldn’t eat
fringe benefits and he couldn’t
take them to the grocery store to
pay for food. He said wages were
the central issue. But when we
brought up the question, the un-
ion president, Elmo Parrish, had
his supporters get up and say
there was no sense discussing
wages because when wages go
up, prices go up.

Therefore this guy . assumed
that it was logical that if we
didn’t ask for any wage in-
creases, there would be no price
increases. Then it was pointed
out by several people that it was

. this _ point,

faulty logic; that there will be
price increases whether or not
we fight for wage increases for
the next nine to ten years, that
this has even been admitted by
the Secretary of the Treasury
and several economists and they
have also admitted that they can-
not do anything to control prices.

We had a very good response
from a lot of workers who had
this misconception about prices
and then there was a real discus-
sion about what we thought on
job security and why wages were
most important. We pointed out
that if you don’t have a job, you
don’t get fringe benefits. We
pointed out that have a job, you
don’t get fringe benefits. We also
cleared up doubts with those who
thought we might be against
fringe benefits. We went to a
membership meeting a few
months ago, where a strike vote
was taken and we really saw how
the international leadership is
against any sort of strike action.

They were discussing the
‘‘Apache strategy,” and we call-
ed for a national strike to support
all the workers in the General
Motors Assembly Division. At
the International

John Austin

Jim Lawrence

Representative said two day
strikes were enough. We raised
the political issues, and they said
‘“‘every worker will vote for
McGovern, and McGovern will
take care of everything.” We
then pointed out that the
Democrats gave Nixon the power
to enact the Wage Stabilization
Act.

JOHN: In the last election, the
president’s winning total was
only 700 votes out of 5000 workers
and many didn’t even participate
in the voting because they simply
had no choice between Parrish
and the guy he was running
against.

Something came up today that
really shows that the leadership
is completely different from the
men. At this membership
meeting today, the president got
himself voted an increase of $13,-
500 to $15,000 a year, with a full
cost of living escalator, which
membership doesn’t even have.
He says he’s against controls, but
then the only thing he says the
unions can do is lobby Congress
against the controls.

JIM: What has to be taken up
at the special bargaining conven-
tion in Detorit this week is first

of all the 20 percent outlined in
the Trade Union Alliance for a
Labor Party program and all the
demands in that program. Also
the question of the labor party
must be put on the floor and
ratified because of the upcoming
struggles. Labor, if it chooses to
remain as it has been, can only
fight from the point of view of
militant trade unionism. This
will mean defeat for the working
class. The leadership is worried
because they know the workers
are willing to fight, but they are
moving to try to stop that fight.
They’re trying to channel the
workers back into the
Democratic Party, even though
workers rejected this party in the
last election.

JOHN: The convention also has
to fight on the question of job
security, because if you don’t
have job security, you can’t even
enjoy your wage increase. This
convention has to put forward
specific demands to be
negotiated, because so far
they’'ve been stumbling around
with general guidelines and not
putting their finger on anything.
Every time we introduce
anything which is direct, and
puts forward an action, the of-
ficials slide by and say ‘‘well, we
haven’t taken that up yet, but
you’ve got a good idea.’’ Today at
the union meeting we wanted to
talk about wages and job security
and overtime and speedup. The
officials simply say that it’s be-
ing discussed in Detroit.

JIM: The reasons why the local
officials always try to prevent us
from putting our program
forward is that these demands
serve to expose the existing
leadership in the UAW for what
they really are. This is something
they don’t want. They don’t want
to fight for these demands and
they definitely don’t want the
rank and file to fight for these
demands. They’'re totally on the
side of management. The
collaboration is amazing, star-
ting with Woodcock, who was
willing to accept the vice
presidential nomination of the
Democratic Party while he was
president of the UAW.

The bureaucrats want to lobby
Congress, the same people who
passed the laws against the trade
unions. They do not wish to take
up a fight against the system.
They want to fight for reforms
when there cannot be reforms.
This has the effect of turning the
workers to the existing political
parties, and this can only lead to
defeat. The workers must know
what they’re going into con-
sciously, that they are going into
a class conflict, and they won’t
know this as long as they're being
told that the system will give you
this and the system will give you
that if you put pressure on them.

But the program we’re fighting
for can’t be won by pressure.
Naturally wages means fighting
against the government and all
the other demands we're fighting
for also require a struggle. For
example, on speedup, there have
been cases of workers passing
out, ruining their health. The un-
ion must have control over
production standards in the
plant. There has to be a fight on
this.

Grievance procedures outlined
in the TUALP program are very
important, because as this
systemn deteriorates, all forms of
democracy as we know it are
taken away.

JOHN: I think the part of the
program which says all overtime

should be voluntary is very im-
portant. As it is now, the com-
pany can get around this by say-
ing that you are scheduled to
work. If you don’t show up, you
can be disciplined. To me thisis a
very important issue, because a
lot of people think that they don’t
have to work overtime. This is a
very dangerous misconception.
Also, pensions are important,
because I haven’t heard the union
president saying anything about
it. I heard him say something
about an increase, but nothing
about what that increase would
be. In the program, retirees
would get a minimum of $650
with a cost of living escalator. 1
am also for the part on health
care in the program, which says
that the union should appoint a
doctor, because the company
doctors are always prepared to
tell you you’re fit to work.

JIM: With the increase in the
drive for production, the con-
ditions are very, very unsafe.
Nothing matters but production,
so this question of health and
safety is very important. The
UAW has to fight for the abolition
of Paragraph 117, because the
ranks must have the right to
strike whenever the company
violates the contract. Also the
strike should have the full sup-
port of the International.
Because of lack of support from
the other plants and lack of sup-
port from the International,
Norwood workers were driven to
the point of starvation after
seven months. They really had no
choice but to give up.

Each local must have the right
to strike and the International
must be prepared to call out the -
unions to support them. You
must have the right to strike over
any issue, because, hell, the com-
pany has the right to discipline
you over any issue. There’s been
some talk of Woodcock fishing
for 30 and out, but this would only
effect 14,000 workers this year.
The way I view it is that Wood-
cock and management have
already agreed to this. It’s
nothing. But the UAW is avoiding
the main issues. Even on the pen-
sion, it hasn’t said anything
about $650 a month or a cost of
living escalator. There’s no doubt
in my mind that something has
already been settled on the
pensions or at least Woodcock
thinks so. But that may be
another thing come September.

Even what the UAW has been
promised may prove to be too
much by then. But the main thing
is that Nixon can just tear up the
contract anyway, and therefore
it does become a political
struggle. There must be a break
from these political parties and
workers must have their own
political party. At this point, the
contract can be torn up no matter
what we negotiate. If Nixon tries
to cut the contract, there has to
be a definite response by labor. A
Congress of Labor should be call-
ed and the first thing this
Congress should do is to initiate
general strike action in the
United States, and it should go
ahead and build a labor party.

JOHN: The union leadership is
saying that we shouldn’t worry
because the Economic Stabiliza-
tion Act expires in April. They
believe that the act will expire
and that Nixon will somehow
fade away too. But the act won’t
expire and neither will Nixon. We
said at the union today that there
must be a fight against the freeze
and controls, no matter who it
means fighting. There is no
choice.
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vor\'kers caucus at TUALP St. Louis Conference. Rudy
Sulenta, above, wrote reply to Art Fox, below center, while Pete Kelly

Letter From Art Fox

Dear Rudy:
| see by the Worker’s League Paper that you spoke at
their conference in St. Louis.

I hope you will use your influence to try to move them off
the path they seem to be following, that is, to try to buiid
their own little ““caucus’ in the union movement.

Every little sect that is suddenly rediscovering the work-
ing class is doing the same thing. Progressive Labor,
Revolutionary Union, Spartacist League, National Caucus
of Labor Committees, and now the Workers League are all
busy doing their own little, very little, thing.

What must be built is a united class struggle opposition,
and not get involved in a situation in which each of these
grouplets spend most of thier time trying to “‘outleft’” the
others.

That is essentially what happened at our UNC national
conference, which took place on February 3 and 4 here in
Detroit. )

| want to touch on just one aspect of the conference, deal-
ing with the question of the Labor Party. As you know, it is
some time since the UNC called for the building of a Labor
Party. That was not at issue in the conference, despite the
misleading reports given on it by the Workers League and
other similar groups.

Although most of the actual workers had left by the time
the question hit the floor, (out of disgust for the antics of the
sectarians for the most part, although some had to return to
Chicago, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Penn-
sylvania, etc, and some had to leave for the Skilled Trades
Conference in New Orleans), we have by now sufficiently
educated our people so that there would have been absolute-
ly no difficulty with the main motion, which called for a
Congress of Labor and the establishment of a Labor Party.

The amendment, which was not aimed at helping us
educate the class, but instead was introduced to score
“’points’’ against political opponents, called, in effect for
boycotting elections until such time as a Labor Party ac-
tually comes into existence. In the opinion of all of us who
have been in the shops for some time, (and that includes
those who have never voted for any but socialist candidates
as a matter of principle), this amendment would have a
negative effect on our ability to reach workers on the need
for a Congress of Labor and a Labor Party. A negative ap-
proach of this kind would have meaning to the average
worker only at the point where an actual Congress of Labor
would come into being. Then such a motion would be
eminently proper, because we would then have a concrete
alternative, not just an abstentionist one.

| hope that the enclosed letter, which deals with some
more general problems, although essentially of the same
character, will be of interest to you.

Please write to me about your reactions to this letter, and
perhaps the one enclosed.

Fraternally,
Art Fox

pen Letter To The
United National Caucus

On February 18 trade unionists from across the country
met in St. Louis to found the Trade Union Alliance for a
Labor Party to lead millions of workers into the political
struggle against Phase Three.

A very important step was taken to build a national
caucus in the UAW with a campaign for a 20 percent in-

crease in pay.

The auto discussion took up the role of the centrists like
the United National Caucus, whose leadership retreats
from the fight for a labor party precisely at a time when the
struggle for wages and a decent contract demands a
political fight against the government.

Below we print a letter to the UNC from Rudy Sulenta
who was a delegate to the conference from UAW Local 216
in Southgate, replying to a letter from Art Fox, a leader of

the UNC.

We also print Fox’s original letter.

After being a member of
the UNC since 1968, almost
from the start , I can now no
longer support the policies
and program outlined by the
UNC today.

In this period of time, militant
caucuses in each UAW local,
without the political fight for the
labor party, are no answer to
Nixon’s attacks on the labor
movement today.

The labor party was one of the
main points of the UNC, but late-
ly it has been dropped for ‘‘ex-
pediency.”” In the past, militant
caucuses without a political
perspective have faded away and
left the ranks disillusioned. It is
not enough to fight the Woodcock
bureaucracy in the United Auto
Workers without fighting for the
labor party, because this is the
only answer to Nixon.

In the January 20, 1973 issue of
US News and World Report,
Woodcock was asked if Secretary
Schultz had indicated to him that
it is unlikely that the government
would step in and overturn an
auto settlement. The UAW chief
answered:

“I’'m operating under the
assumption that there will be
nothing to overturn, because we
will approach our task with the
same responsibility that we did
in 1970, under which may be less
demanding circumstances.”

Thus, Woodcock is accepting
the 5.5 percent wage guidelines
of Phase Three, and concen-
trating on other demands. This is
avoiding a fight with the Nixon
Administration.

Contrary to what Woodcock
says, the central issue in the up-

coming contract is the fight over
wage increases. This is what my
disagreements are with the
UNC—that they don’t want to
take on Woodcock over the wages
issue. It is the fight for a 20 per-
cent wage increase, which is
what auto workers need to defend
their standard of living, that the
political fight is raised. The UNC
is covering over for Woodcock
and playing the same role.

I completely disagree with Art
Fox, Pete Kelly and the rest who
say this is not the time for the
labor party. Like Art Fox, I was
also a supporter of the Socialist
Workers Party for many years.
As a supporter of the SWP in the
years after World War II, we
went through bitter struggles to
try to make the labor party a
reality. Even when the SWP
broke from this policy I still
maintained the need for a labor
party based on socialist policies.
Because a few of us had carried
on this struggle for all these
years, it was possible to pass a
resolution in Local 216 recently
for a Congress of Labor to launch
a labor party. We hadn’t broken
faith in the working class.

Simply passing a resolution for
the labor party will not bring it
into existence. It means that we
must build a caucus open to all
workers which we fight to lead as
Marxists and develop that
leadership out of struggle. This is
what the UNC refuses to take on.

We must train trade unionists
as Marxists because we can no
longer carry on the struggle bas-
ed on trade union questions
alone. The heart of the struggle
today is the political fight against
Nixon and the Democrats as

well. The UNC leadership wants
to reduce the complex issues fac-
ing auto workers to simple trade
union policies. Precisely at a
time when workers are under at-
tack by Nixon, the leadership of
the UNC does not want to
challenge Woodcock on the
wages issue, because here the
heart of the matter is raised, the
political fight against Nixon’s
anti-labor policies.

By the UNC leadership refus-
ing to fight for the labor party,
they actually play into the hands
of Woodcock and the Stalinist
Communist Party, who to this
day support the so-called ‘liberal’
Democrats.

I support the resolution passed
at the UNC’s February con-
ference—that is, the resolution
for the labor party that will be
taken into the UAW Convention
this month, but equally impor-
tant is the fight for wages. If the
leadership of the UNC refuses to
carry through with this, then the
ranks must re-examine the
positions and policies of the
UNC.

If the leadership does not take
this up at the UAW Convention,
then I call on all UNC members
who seriously want to challenge
Woodcock and fight to protect
our right to negotiate a contract
without government in-
terference, to join the national
UAW caucus affiliated with the
Trade Union Alliance for a Labor
Party.

Fraternally,

Rudy Sulenta

UAW Local 216
Southgate, California
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Argentina

Halstead

Takes
Alrip

BY LUCY ST. JOHN
(PART TWO)

The Peronists in Argentina received over 60 percent in
the recently held national elections. Peron, speaking on
the victory of his party from his villa in Madrid, said: “‘I
have faith, more than many believe, in the armed
forces, for they are the ones who in the main obliged
these elections to be held.”
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The alliance between the military
dictatorship of the Peronists who con-
trol the major trade unions and the
democratic front they have sought to
give to the dictatorship now poses the
gravest dangers before the Argentine
working class. It is through the elec-
tion deal between Lanusse and Peron
that the ruling class, with the aid of
the Stalinists and centrists, has sought
to disarm the working class as it
prepares brutal attacks on their stan-
dard of living. The working class must
now come into collision with the
government.

It is in this situation that the Socialist
Workers Party has sent its reporter Fred
Halstead to Argentina. Halstead is there
to follow the activities of the SWP’s co-
thinkers who are led by Nahuel Moreno.
Moreno split from the official section of
the revisionist United Secretariat—the
PRT-ERP—which is engaged in guerrilla

_warfare. He liquidated his group into the
Argentine Socialist Party, now renamed
the Argentine Socialist Workers Party
(PST).

The last grand tour to Latin America
made by Halstead was to Cuba over 10
years ago as part of the Fair Play For
Cuba Committee. The SWP broke from the
International Committee and reunified
with the Pabloites in 1963, using the cover
of the Cuban revolution. The reunification
was primarily based on the agreement
that Cuba showed that guerrilla warfare
can lead to socialism.

The reunification was based on the
SWI's refusal to discuss the fundamental
questions involved in the break with Pablo
in 1953 and the SWP’s actually going over
to Pablo’s method and persepctive. What
was involved was the SWP’s rejection of
the capitalist crisis, the role of the work-
ing class and the necessity to construct
Trotskyist parties.

Today the relations within the United
Secretariat are at a breaking point. A split
has already taken place in Argentina with
the majority of the United Secreatriat sup-
porting the PRT-ERP group and the SWP
led minority backing Moreno.

CENTRISM
The differences within the United
Secretariat are not of a principled
character and reveal above all the crisis

of centrism as the working class now
moves into struggles throughout the world
that pose the question of power. Despite
the talk by both of these tendencies of a
pre-revolutionary situation in Argentina,
they both base themselves on Mandel’s
theory of neo-capitalism and deny the
character of the crisis today. The attack
opened by the SWP on the majority, which
holds that guerrilla warfare rejects the
Leninist strategy of party building and the
strategy of the Transitional Program, is a
cover for a rightward turn in the United
States toward liberalism and social
democracy.

SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC

To the liquidationist perspective of
guerrilla warfare, the SWP and Moreno
have counterposed the peaceful road to
socialism. This is seen today not only in
the liquidation of Moreno’s group in the
but the sharp turn of the SWP to openly
building a social democratic electoral
organization in which the fight for a labor
party, the fight to prepare the working
class for power, has been for all intents
and purposes completely dropped.

Halstead’s reports from Argentina are
the reports of a middle class radical
tourist taking in the sights, not of a
Trotskyist seeking to construct an inter-
national movement.

Both Halstead and the PST see the elec-
tion campaign as helping out the workers
from the outside and putting pressure on
the government and the Peronists. The
PST used the wave of militancy of the
working class and adapts to syndicalism.
They seek above all to divert the workers
into reformism.

As Halstead states:

‘“The PST took certain minimum prac-
tical actions of support. They put out press
releases in the name of the party suppor-
ting the strike and call on all other
political parties to do the same. (PST
press releases are published in the daily
press here as a matter of course.) Since
most of the other parties claim to repre-
sent the workers, this put a certain
pressure on them...

““The PST did not pretend it could itself
offer substantial material aid, only that it

~could help the strikers organize

themselves to put pressure on broader
political circles and the rest of the labor
movement.”’

In other words, in a situation which both
Moreno and Halstead say is pre-

The Argentine Socialist Workers Party paper urging a vote for Coral in the elections.

revolutionary, the PST’s campaign is
‘“helping workers’’ by putting out press
releases to pressure the Peronist leaders
instead of fighting to break the workers
from Peronism and construct the
revolutionary leadership in the trade un-
ions that is now urgently required.

NO CRISIS

Reading Halstead’s article, one would
think that there was no crisis of capitalism
which is today forcing the capitalists in
every country into vicious attacks on the
working class. One would think we had
entered a new era of class peace.

““The opportunities are much greater
here than they are for the revolutionary
socialist election campaigns in the United
States. The main reason for this, of
course, is the much higher level of class
consciousness of the Argentine workers
and the highly charged political at-
mosphere in the pre-revolutionary situa-
tion facing the country.

“But in a purely technical sense also,
the camapign here offers opportunities for
reaching broad masses that are simply not
available to socialists in the United States.

“While Argentina is a military dic-
tatorship, and has been since 1966, there is
not as much thought control at the mo-
ment as there is in the United States.
There are some features of Argentine
political life, during these elections at
least, that are far more democratic than
in the United States.”

INCREDIBLE

This is an incredible analysis con-
sidering the fact, which Halstead also
reports, that the Communist Party is out-
lawed and that the military dictatorship is
constantly arresting trade union militants
and those involved in the guerrilla move-
ment for their political activities. One can
only conclude from Halstead’s remarks
that workers everywhere would be better
off if they lived under a military dic-

- tatorship! This plays right into the hands
of Lanusse and the Peronists who are
spreading the illusion that a new era of
democracy has arrived in Argentina
thanks, as Peron put it, to the good will of
the military.

Instead of revolutionary preparations
and warnings, and an explanation of the
real nature of the class forces and the ob-
jective requirements, the SWP and

" Moreno proceed as if they were still in the

boom.

It is clear that the SWP sees the work of
Moreno as an example to follow in the
United States. Moreno has abandoned
even the semblance of an independent
revolutionary party, liquidating his move-
ment into the social democracy. This was
done conveniently enough just before the-
elections in which only the parties that ex-
isted before the dictatorship were allowed
to run. But it is far more than this—it is
the logic of Pabloism.

TRANSFORMING
The SWP in the US is well on the road to
transforming itself into a respectable
electoral party whose sole activity is run-
ning candidates in elections. Completely

- rejecting the nature of the period and the

crisis of capitalism, which threatens to br-
ing out the collapse of the system itself
and poses the destruction of the working
class, the SWP today is going over to the
‘“‘peaceful road to socialism.”’ In its elec-
tion campaign, the SWP has virtually
dropped the demand for a labor party,
relegating it to one of many demands
strictly concerned with the unions.

For both Moreno and the SWP, this-
revival of social democracy represents a
sharp turn toward sections of their own
national bourgeoisie. For Moreno it is
toward Peronism. In the US, it is toward
the liberals.

Because the SWP has refused to con-
front all the theoretical questions raised
by the International Committee about the
roots of Pabloism, the split in 1953 and the
reunification with the Pabloites, the
SWP’s differences within the United
Secretariat have now become a cover for a
turn to American nationalism and a turn
to the American capitalist class as that
class now seeks to whip up a patriotic fer-
vor in the middle class and working class
as part of its trade war. As the working
class throughout the world now faces a
struggle for its very survival against the
vicious attacks of the capitalist
governments on its organizations and
standard of living, the SWP proposes to
become a respectable party in the US,-
aiding the Stalinists and the trade union
bureaucracy in diverting the struggle for a
labor party and the construction of a
revolutionary leadership internationally.

CONCLUDED
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Juan P. Farinas
Is Free!

Juan P. Farinas will be free April 16 because of
the wide support among the working class for his
case.

In 1968, during the period dominated by protest
politics in the United States, Juan Farinas entered
an induction center and handed out a leaflet op-
posing the Vietnam War. He did not come to trial for
this so-called offense until late 1970. By this time,
the period of protest had long since passed and Nix-
on was preparing his present offensive against the
American and international working class. -

In January 1971, Juan Farinas received the vindic-
tive sentence of two years’ imprisonment for this
simple act of expressing his opposition to war. This
sentence was upheld by the very same US Court of
Appeals which had decided in favor of the New York
Times in the Pentagon Papers Case and on March
20, 1972 Juan Farinas entered Danbury Penitentiary.

Since the very first days of the fight to defend
Juan Farinas, we insisted that the attack on Farinas
was more than an infringement of civil liberties. It
was part of an attack on the working class itself: an
attack necessitated by the crisis of capitalism. Bas-
ed on this understanding, we insisted that the case
be defended on a class basis.

In this way, we mobilized the widest support
among the trade union movement and other sections
of the working class acheived for any defendent
since the James Kutcher Case after World War Two.

The development over the past two years of Nix-
on’s offensive against the working class, of the in-
creasing attacks on the freedom of the press, the
tightening up of laws against political offenses, the

- growth of unchecked power of the Executive, the in-

creasing turn toward right-wing law and order cam-
paigns, has proved the complete correctness of our
course.

The Farinas Case was not an isolated case. It was
the beginning of attacks on the democratic rights of
all workers under conditions in which the living
standards of the working class must be driven back
to those of the 1930s.

The Communist Party and the Socialist Workers
Party both stood out almost alone among working
class organizations in their refusal to support the
Defense Committee on this basis. Both
organizations insisted that any mention of the attack
on Farinas as an attack on the working class must
be removed as a precondition to their support for the
Juan Farinas Defense Committee.

The Workers League will now expand its efforts to
develop a defense in the labor movement of all those
workers singled out for attack by the capitalist
rulers. Not only is this our only defense, but out of
each such struggle, the working class can only ad-
vance in its understanding of the tasks it now faces,
particularly the necessity to construct a political
alternative to the capitalists and thier parties.

Here, the first issue of the
Young Socialist is shown roll-
ing off the new press,
representing an important
development in the construc-
tion of a Trotskyist youth
movement. The Young
Socialist will make extensive
use of color, since the Harris
Cottrell four-unit press is es-
pecially suited for color prin-
ting, including full color
photos.

Labor Publications is also
pleased to announce that it is now
the only 100 percent union prin-
ting shop among all the working
class political tendencies, with
the exception of the Stalinist Dai-
ly World.

The decision to maintain a un-
jon shop flows from the role of
the Trotskyist press in leading
the working class and youth
forward against the attacks
which Nixon and the capitalist
class are now forced to launch in

"an attempt to extricate them-

selves from the international
crisis.
The printing trades have been

among the hardest hit by Nixon’s
Pay Board, inflation, layoffs and
the effects of automation and
rationalization introduced to in-
crease the profits of the
capitalist newspapers.

The composition :and. prepara-
tion staff is now represented by
Typographical Union Local 6,
while Pressman’s Local 51
represents the press crew. Local

6, headed by Bertram Powers, is
one of the oldest union locals in
New York, having been formed
in 1850.

By affiliating the Labor
Publications print shop with
these unions, the Bulletin intends
to show its determination to
develop into a real weapon to de-
fend workers against Nixon’s
offensive.

This week’s total of 422
subs is below last week and
thus endangering our goal
of 5000 subs by the one-
third mark of April 1. The
main reason for the drop
was New York area
branches which were in-
volved in the Breoklyn
Young Socialists meeting.
Speical mobilizations will
be held in New York this
weekend.

A number of branches
outside New York did ex-
tremely well: Los Angeles,
48; Pala Alto, 35;
Northfield, 28; St. Paul, 26;

NY Plans Big Push

‘culation figure of 25,000 by

San Francisco, 23, and
Chicago, 21.

We must now bring in
over 600 subs a week for
the next two weeks to com-
plete our one-third goal.
Now that we have gotten
our press installed and
running we must redauble
our efforts to develop the
circulation of the Bulletin
to answer the attacks of
Nixon and the large cor-
porations and to cBhstruct
a new leadership in the
trade unions. We must
achieve a total paid cir-

June 1,




BULLETIN

MARCH 26, 1973

national Marxist Group.

In 1963, the Socialist Workers Party in the United States
reunified with the Pabloites in the United Secretariat. They
refused to discuss the split with Pablo’s forces in 1953 and
the principled differences at the root of this split. Today the
Pabloites approach their World Congress in a tremendous
crisis. This series examines this crisis and its source.

In a letter sent in July
1970 to the Socialist
Workers’ Party in
America (see yesterday’s
Workers Press), the
International Marxist
Group in Britain accused
its leaders with sending
agents over to form a
tendency in order to
strengthen the SWP’s
minority support in the

Unified Secretariat.

Alan Harris is regarded as
being a leader of this tendency
whose bookshop is a cover for
the minority and a means of
sending in resources to - assist
it.

Jordan and his friends
sought to put a stop to this by
instructing Harris to merge his
concern—Leader Books—with
the IMG’s Red Books. But
Harris would have none of it,
and neither would the SWP.
In fact, the collaboration
became, if anything, even
closer. '

In September, 1970, Jordan
was writing to the SWP com-
plaining that the Americans’
Pathfinder Books had made a
‘big loan’ to Alan Harris in the
form of books (p. 13). The
IMG clearly considered that
the ‘loan’ was, in fact, in in-
vestment in the minority
tendency.

The previous month Harris
had written to the United
Secretariat setting out his own
case. The letter (pp. 11-12):

‘ London. August 22, 19

To the Unified Secretariat of
the Fourth International,
Dear Ernest,

The National Committee of
the IMG at its July 25/26
meeting passed the following
motion: . . . that this NS cen-
sures Comrade A. Harris for
his unilateral action re Leader
Books and requests the US to
investigate the matter immedi-
ately . ..

I wish to make a formal
protest to the US that such a
resolution was passed against
me and in my absence.

I was not invited to attend
the relevant part of the NC
meeting in order to state why
such a motion should not be
passed. Nor was I informed
that any such motion was to
be considered by the NC,

To pass a motion of censure,
behind the back of the com-
rade concerned, is a violation
of the democratic norms of our
movement. The more so when

that comrade is known to hold

- RENEGADES
IN AGTION—
THE IMG

PART TWO

The following is a series by Jack Gale reprinted from the
Workers Press on the British section of the revisionist
United Secretariat of the Fourth International, the Inter-

a minority view on a number
of questions,

Further, the manner in
which I was informed of the
NC decision makes the matter
even more' shocking.

I formally learned that the’ !

NC had passed a motion of

censure against me on August |
{12 when the Letter to Mem.|
lbers were distributed to the' |
and when §

London branch
[Leader Books was placed’ on

the branch agenda at the re- $&

quest of the branch executive
‘committee,

I do not accept the motion' { ‘

of censure against me because'
I deny that by setting up
Leader Books I have in any
‘way acted against the princi-
'ples and spirit of democratic
centralism. If the majority of
the NC think that I ve

.violated democratic centralism, |
serious enough to warrant a |

motion of censure then they

are duty bound to proceed §

with charges against me.

I therefore request that the!
question of my censure by the
INC of the IMG be put on the
agenda of the next meeting of
'the Unified Secretariat.

with revolutionary greetings,

Alan Harris
c.c. Pat Tordan 7.

Following this letter, the
minority tendency in the IMG
and its allies in the SWP
moved into action.

In July, 1970, four members
of the IMG’s National Com-
mittee submitted a letter to
that body completely condemn-
ing it and supporting the SWP.

They wrote:

Statement to the Political

Committee on the letter to
the SWP Political Bureau
dated July 31, 1970, -

Since the content of the
letter to the Political Com-
mittee of the SWP is as yet
for the information of the NC
members, the tendency has not
met to discuss this letter
although large parts of it
directly concern the tendency
and serious allegations are
made against it.

Four members of the ten-
dency, three who are full mem-
bers of the NC and the other
an alternate member, protest
most strongly against the con-
tents of the letter sent to the
Political Committee of the
SWP. In our opinion it is a
scandalous letter—full of un-
substantiated allegztions, un-
truths and irrelevancies—and
can only be motivated by dead-
end factionalism,

Under the pretext of writing
the SWP on the question of
the sale of Trotskyist literatire
in Pritain, an outrageous attack

S
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denouncing the IMG.
has been made on the tenaency

in a manner which is quite
alien to the democratic norms
of the Trotskyist movement.

The method of substituting
slanders for political polemics
is not a new one and the
Fourth International has a
long tradition and an exemp-
lary record of struggle against
this method.

The majority leadership of
the IMG will only be able to
come to grips with the political
problems confronting the IMG
by ensuring that a democratic
and non-factional atmosphere
prevails throughout the IMG
so that the political ideas can
be discussed in an objective
manner.

We ask, what is the purpose
of such.irrelevancies as to how
S. Williams cast her vote at
the last world congress;
whether some members of the
tendency have been members
of another section at some
time or another or have even
played a role.in the formation
of the tendency?

Is the purpose of these
irrelevancies to create a feeling
that comrades joining the IMG
with previous membership in
another section are ‘foreigners’
whose loyalty to the IMG and
the FI is in question? We
doubt this can be the purpose
because there are of course,
many members of the IMG:
who have previously been
members of other sections and
who support the majority. The
purpose of these irrelevancies
can only be an attempt to
create an atmosphere wherein:
the loyalty of minority mem-

bers is in question. :
Such methods do not guaran-
tee a democratic and non-
factional atmosphere in which
to discuss the political
questions facing us in the IMG.
For our part we welcome
comrades who join the IMG
with experiences and previous
membership in other sections
of our international movement,
and certainly do not question
the loyalty of such comrades
to the IMG regardless .of
whether they support . the
majority or minority positions.
According to  the letter, the
tendency ‘. . ., is widely con-
‘sidered to be in solidarity with
the SWP’s criticisms of the

majority position in the Inter-

national.’

We do not know the basis of
such a statement. The political
programme of the tendency is
no secret. It is documented,
for everyone to read, in the
tendency statements and docu-
ments written in the pre-
conference discussion bulletins
of the 1970 conference of the
IMG. As yet, the tendency has
rnot discussed the international
questions, but if it should do
so, and if it did support the
minority positions, so what?
Would this be a disloyal act or
a  violation of democratic
centralism? Does loyalty de-
marid - support .for majority
positions?

‘The letter states that *. . .

;this tendency will become even
jmore isolated the more it
appears to be trying to circum-
vent the democgatic norms of
the IMG.” What does this

omen’s Liberation in London at which two editions of the magazine Socialist Woman appéared;oné'

'‘mean? The tendency is either
circumventing the democratic
norms of the IMG or it isn’t.
[If it is, theri the leadership has
Ithe responsibility to lay charges
'and substantiate them. Other-
wise it 'must refrain from
making such wild and unsub-
stantiated allegations.  The
leadership must conduct itself
in such a manner that it is
iclearly seen to' be the defender
iand guarantor of minority
irights. .
. As stated at the last NC
imeeting, Leader Books has not
ibeen set ‘up by 'the tendency.
It is not a political centre for
the tendency and any sug- .
gestion that another section is
materially aiding the tendency
iin order for it to.have its own
‘political centre is too serious
jan allegation to be raised in
‘the irresponsible manner that
it has’ and is another form of
ithe ‘Paris gold’ myth. v
. The letter should therefore
be withdrawn and a further
letter sent: to the Political
Committee of the SWP té in-
form it of the motion passed
by the majority NC and
referred to the Unified Secre-
tariat for action.

Hufl

Sands

‘Scott
Williams ,

August 23, 1970
By  February, 1971, the
American Socialist Wor-
kers’ Party’s Political
Committee was writing
off the -International
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Marxist Group in Britain, |
as a body within which
genuine discussion could
not be conducted. .

What further evidence of
total political war within _the
ranks of the Unified Secretariat
and its co-thinkers is required
than this assessment of the
IMG by the SWP?

- SWP POLITICAL

COMMITTEE MOTION
Adopted Febru 5, 1971

The Political - Committee of;
‘the Socialist Workers Party
voices the following opinion,
in relation to the facts made
available in the corréspondence
between Comrade Pat Jordan,
the ‘National Secretary of the
IMG; Comrade Jack Barnes,
the Organization Secretary of
the SWP; a copy of the
November 28, 1970, statement,
by Comrade Alan Harris to
the Political Committee and
National Committee of the
IMG; and the memorandum!
by Comrade Joseph Hansen:|

1. The majority of the
National Committee of the
IMG abused its authority in
censuring Comrade Alan Harris.:

(a) It failed to notify Comrade|’

Harris in advance that he
was to be placed on trial.
(b) It failed to grant him a
hearing when his case
came up for consideration.
(c) It notified the IMG._ of
its  disciplinary  action
against Comrade Harris in
a way calculated to pre-
judice the membership
against him. :
2, - The majority of the
National Committee of the
IMG  further abused its
authority by singling out Com-,
rade Harris for disciplinary’
action in a field in which it
does not at present subject the!
membership as a whole to!
disciplinary action; that is, the!
way in which they make their,
livelihood.

3. The . majority of the:

National Committee df the.
IMG further abused the objec-,
tive norms of ' democratic
centralism by taking

a leader of a minority that has

expressed political criticisms of -
‘the majority and argued for .

a different line from the one
followed by the majority. = |
4. After the promising be-
ginning earlier in the year,
which appeared to represent
a decided break with the anti-
democratic methods that have
plagued the British Trotskyist
movement in the past, the
majority of the National Com-
mittee of the IMG, by resort-
ing to organizational reprisals
against a leading member: of
the minority, has raised a
serious question as to the-
possibility of conducting a
genuinely free dis-
cussion -in the IMG.
Between the July,
letter from the IMG to thej
SWP and the latter’s ‘Politicall
Motion’ of February, 1971, a
prolonged and tangled corres-
pondence took place, for which
the word ‘acrimonious’ is
hardly adequate. . |
Joseph Hansen is particularly
‘adept at this sort of thing. .
Boasting that ‘in the anti-
war rallies in the US the most |
extreme slogan used by cadres:
associated with an SWP head-
quarters -bookstore has beéen
‘Get Your Trotskyist Litera-
ture Here’, he evades Jordan’s
complaint . about hidden sub-
sidies by blandly asserting that'
‘Pathfinder Books has no con-:
nection with the SWP as far
as its business affairs are
concerned’. .

HANSEN
. TRIES TO BULLY

Hansen, in fact, tries to
bully the IMG leaders into
silence. On the allegation of
Jordan and company that the
SWP had ‘tried to get round
the “democratic procedures”

thesel ~
organizational. reprisils ‘against

1970, %

]

WD %\
[sic] of the IMG’, Hansen'
-replies: . ;
‘ In view of the implicatlons.[

Comrade Jack Barnes in a
letter dated September - 14,
1970, asked Comrade ]ordan‘
for clarification: ‘
- 1. You maintain that the:
private wholesale export-import.
book agency set up by Alan:
"Harris_ constitutes a ‘political,
centre’, that this centre was’
opened up by a minority ten-.
dency in your group, and that
‘this was in ‘gross violation’ of
the norms of democratic
centralism. You imply, more-
over, that the Socialist Workers
JParty played a key role in
‘inspiring the formation of this
minority tendency in the IMG
‘politically and with resources’,
and that the establishment of

Bombing

Leader Books by Alan Harris
is in reality an attempt by the
'SWP ‘to get round the demo-
cratic procedures and pro-
cesses’ of the IMG.

In face of such allegations,
am I correct in drawing the
conclusion that in your opin-
ion the Socialist Workers Party
has departed from the tradi-
tions of Trotskyism; that it
has, so to speak, ‘degenerated’
and can no longer be regarded
as a fraternal organization so
far as the majority leadership
of the IMG , .
is concerned?

JORDAN |
EVADES IT

Jordan, of course, does not
answer this honestly, He

. evades it. In a letter dawy

December 10, 1970, he
declares:
‘ 1. If we considered that it
was necessary to raise the
question of the ‘degeneration’
of the Socialist Workers
Party we would do so in
another manner: through the
appropriate inter- ,

national committees.
Hansen treats this with

bullying contempt.

‘ This reply can only be
characterized as an equivo-

cation. Asked if he believes

that the SWP has departed

from the traditions of Trotsky-

ism, Comrade Jordan savs

nothing. Asked if he believes
that the SWP can no longer
be- regarded as a fraternal
organization, Comrade Jordan
again says nothing. He is even
equivocal on the term ‘de-
generation’. His reply can be
interpreted as meaning that
the IMG majority leaders do
not consider it necessary to
raise this question at the pre-
sent time; if they did consider
it necessary at the present
time, then they would do
so in another manner. . . .
The significance of this
whole tangled skein of accu-
sations, counter - accusations,
evasions and abuse is that
nowhere are the real political
issues mentioned. Apart from
a gentle dig from Jordan—a
mythical minority in the SWP
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While the SWP campaigned for “Qut Now!* in the antiwar movement in the USA, Pat Jordan and Co.
demanded victory to the NLF, indicating deep divisions in the United Secretariat.

‘might’” raise the slogan
‘Victory to the NLF’—there is

not a single word on the pro-

4

gramme, policies and theo-
retical positions of either of;
the parties to the dispute,

However, one fact of im-
portance does emerge from all
this.

"Hansen admits categoriully
‘that the International Marxist
‘Group was an artificial organ-
ization constructed from' out-
side by the Unified Secretariat
and the Socialist Workers Party
following their 1963 reunifica-
tion. He also makes it clear
that people were brought
together from completely
difierent positions for the sole

Lnrpose of fighting the Soclalist
bour League.

At the Reunification Con-

gress in 1963, the develop-
ment of the British Trotskyist
movement was considered to
be of special importance. At
the same time, the difficulties
and obstacles were recognized
as considerable in face of the
sectarian course of the Socialist

Labour League, the refusal of

its leaders to participate in the
reunification of the world
Trotskyist movement, and the
divisions among those who
favoured
Fourth Internationalists being
divided into two warring
groups, one centered in Not-

reunification — the.

tingham, the other in London.
Outside aid - was badly
needed. The Uniﬁed Secretariat
therefore did what it could to
provide this aid. An appeal
was made to the English-
speaking comrades in North
America. The Canadian Trot-
skyists responded as true inter-
nationalists and sent various
top-level cadres at some cost
to their own work in anm
immediate sense. In collabora-
tion ‘with the Unified Sec-
retariat, they worked in model
hshion, not without
personal  sacrifice.

Over the last few years
the Socialist Workers’

Party of the United States’

has deliberately built up
a minority tendency with-
in the British Inter-
national Marxist Group.
Like the SWP itself, this
‘tendency’ is- a' petty-bourgeois

class and adapts to middle-

class  layers - like ‘Women’s
Lrberatron. - ; '
. right turn of  this

tendency emerges clearly from
the Report of the Unified
Secretariat’s Fact - Fipding
Commission into the IMG. In
particular it took the followulg
forms. -

(1) In Nottingham = women
members of the tendency con-

Nottingham Socialist Women's
Committee, . ' producing a
paper—‘Socialist . Women'—
which they insisted was inde-
pendent of IMG and not sub-

ject to its control.
.They resisted an IMG
decision to build ‘Socialist

Women’s Groups" and objected
to..marching with other IMG
women at a national rally on
women’s rights. They claimed
this would be ‘separating them-
selves off from the mainstream
of the women’s movement’
(p.38).

In Glasgow, tendency sup-
porters also resisted carrying
out the IMG’s line and insisted
on working in a ‘Women in
Action’ group (p.88).

(2) The tendency opposed the

to the National Liberation
Front’, ‘Power to the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Govern-
:ment’, ‘Solidarity -with the
Indo-Clunese Revolution'—
\which were the agreed slogans
of IMG——on the grounds that
this was ‘a question of tactics’
(p.80). That is to.say, they
might offend some middle-class

| people who would otherwise

march with them.. It is well
known, of course, that the
SWP and the minority inside
the Unified Secretariat also
oppose these slogans,

But Pat Jordan’s repl
these objectians reveals w
totally unprincipled organiz-
ation the Unified Secretariat is.
It is worth quoting:

“The slogan “Victory to the
NLF* has been used on all our
demonstrations since March
1968, and before that.

‘@ It is absolutely implicit
in the statement of aims of the
Vietnam . Solidarity Campaign
(VSC), which has been our
main instrument of interven-
tion in this field for five years.
‘@ It is embodied in our
political practice of selling
flags and distributing badges
with the NLF flag on.

*® It is the policy of the
{Unified Secretariat of) Fourth
International to advocate using
this slogan in those countries
which have not got troops in
Vietnam as the main focus (see
Ernest Germain’s report to the

December 1969 IEC) My
iemphams] G.)
! So, you don’t demand

“Victory to the NLF' if, the
.troops of your ‘own’ country
are fighting them! It is  almost
-impossible to open a single
'page of Lenin without finding a
rgfutatxon of this cowardly
gocial patriotism.” Leninism
developed in opposition to
exactly this. We give only one

referencee-from Lenin’s ‘Social-

ism and War”:

“A - revolutlonary class in a
reactionary war cannot help:

wishing the defeat of its
government, it cannot fail to
see the connection between the
government’s military reverses
and the increased opportunity
for overthrowing it.’

We defy a single member of

IMG—or any other section of
the Unified Secretariat—to
reconcile Lenin’s pesition with
that of Germain (Mandel) and
Jordan,

3) In GIasgow tendency mem-
bers ignored a request of the

group moving-to_the right. It .
turns its back on.the working.

centrated almost entirely on a-

use of such slogans as ‘Victory -

“Red Mole’ editorial -beard to
'send in material on UCS until
the -Stalinist work-in had,been
iin _operation for almost a
month, Indeed, the editorial
board complamed to the entire’
memberslup.

‘As is pohtieally im-
ipossible for the paper to come
iout- without carfying material.
lon UCS two comrades in Lon-
idon . have had hurriedly to
write articles which are neither
iparticularly good nor original’
\(p 92).

- This sort of commumcaticn
from the editorial board must
really encourage IMG members
to dash out and sell tbm

\pa% .

e tendency supporters in
Glasgow claimed that they had
not sent in material because
it took time to do a good job!
The real reason was that they
disagreed with the IMG line on
the work-in,

One can hirdly blame them
for disagreeing. Because the
line was that the Stalinist
work-in was ‘The First Step
Towards a Scottish Workers’
Republic’ ! (p.38). This aston-
ishing pronouncement from an
organization claiming to be
Trotskyist appears to have
excited no comment from
Mandel, Hansen and company.
(4) At the 1971 conference of
the International Marxist
Group, tendency supporters
abstained on a message of sup-
port to the PRT/ERP in
Argentina on the grounds that
it endorsed the kidnapping of
Stanley Silvester, the British
consui in Argentina.

As has been pointed out in
previous articles, the  split in
IMG mirrors an equally deep
split within the Unified Secre-
tariat. The tendency supports—
in fact is dependent on and
maintained by—the Socialist
Workers’ Party, which—itself
supports a minority - position
within the revisionist Inter-
national (although, for legal
reasons, it cannot be an actuat
member of it).

Since the 1963 reunification
—by which the SWP declared
its political solidarity with the
Pabloite . International—was
carried through without any
principled discussion, it is
equally impossible to hold a
principled: discussion within
the Unified Secretariat today.
To do so would blow it apart.

Thus, political differences
within _ Unified Secretariat
sections are dealt with, not in

a prmcipled ay, but with the
most  bureaticratic  author-
itariapism, “When this brings
the organization to the point
of breakdown, an mternatnonal
‘Fact-Finding’ Commission is
appointed. The purpose of this
commission is not. to deal with
the political issues - involved,
but to paper over. the crack_s‘
and hold .the strife-ridden
section together. s .

This is certainly the. srtu-
ation within the International

'Marxist Group. - The incidents
‘mentioned in previous articles
\—IMG members playing darts
iwith a picture of Joseph
Hansen as the target, NC meém-’
bers throwing - beer-bottles
through the glass door of an
IMG member’s house because.
ithey were refused admittance
0 adparty {p.122)—are cn!y
two .

The Glasgow . braitt
mpparently, used to be. rbnﬁ
‘as-a ‘model’ IMG-branch. But

.1970-1971 supporters of the-
‘I IG leadership in“that branch
described the situation as one
jof ‘utter stagnanon They de-
iclared that ‘we <completely
‘missed out on the postal strike
jand on a protracted loeal
'strrke

Branch activity’ consxstod of
‘some rather low-key work on
women -and Ireland, routine’
activities such as attendanice at
branch meetings, ‘Mole’ sales
and very little else. Our in-
dustrial work has been unin-
spired and unproductive.’

The atmosphere within the



PAGE 10

BULLETIN

MARCH 26, 1973

-‘MARCH 26, 1973

BULLETIN

"PAGE 1

Marxist Group in Britain,,
as a body within which'
genuine discussion could
not be conducted.

What further evidence of
total political war within the
ranks of the Unified Secretariat
and its co-thinkers is required
than this assessment of the
IMG by the SWP?

SWP POLITICAL
COMMITTEE MOTION
Adopted February 5, 1971
The Political Committee of
‘the Socialist Workers Party
voices the following opinion.
in relation to the facts made
available in the corréspondence
between Comrade Pat Jordan,
the ‘National Secretary of the
IMG; Comrade Jack Barnes,
the Organization Secretary of
the SWP; a copy of the
November 28, 1970, statement
by Comrade Alan Harris to,
the Political Committee and
National Committee of the
IMG; and the memorandum
by Comrade Joseph Hansen:
1. The majority of the
National Committee of the
IMG abused its authority in’
censuring Comrade Alan Harris.
(a) It failed to notify Comrade;
Harris in advance that he!
was to be placed on trial.:

(b) It failed to grant him a
hearing when his case
came up for consideration.

(¢) It notified the IMG. of
its  disciplinary  action
against Comrade Harris in
a way calculated to pre-
judice the membership
against him.

2. The majority of the
National Committee of the
IMG further abused its
authority by singling out Com-
. rade Harris for disciplinary
action in a field in which it
does not at present subject the
membership as a whole tol
disciplinary action; that is, the!
way in which they make their;
livelihood. 3

3. The majority of the:
National Committee of the
IMG further abused the objec-
tive norms of
centralism by taking thesel

organizational reprisals against’ "

a leader of a minority that has

expressed political criticisms of ]

the majority and argued for
a different line from the one
followed by the majority. ‘

4. After the promising be-
ginning earlier in the year,
which appeared to represent
a decided break with the anti-
democratic methods that have
plagued the British Trotskyist
movement in the past, the
majority of the National Com-
mittee of the IMG, by resort-
ing to organizational reprisals
against a leading member of
the minority, has raised a
serious question as to the
possibility of conducting a
genuinely free dis- ,
cussion in the IMG.

Between the July, 1970,
letter from the IMG to the
SWP and the latter’s ‘Political!
Motion’ of February, 1971, a'
prolonged and tangled corres-
pondence took place, for which
the word ‘acrimonious’ is
hardly adequate. |

Joseph Hansen is particularly
adept at this sort of thi -

Boasting that ‘in the anti-
war rallies in the US the most!
extreme slogan used by cadres
associated with an SWP head-
quarters -bookstore ;has been
‘Get Your Trotskyist Litera-
ture Here’, he evades Jordan’s
complaint . about hidden sub-
sidies by blandly asserting that’
‘Pathfinder Books has no con-
nection with the SWP as far
as its business affairs are
concerned’. .

HANSEN
. TRIES TO BULLY

Hansen, in fact, tries to
bully the IMG leaders into
silence. On the allegation of
Jordan and company that the
SWP had ‘tried to get round
the ‘‘democratic procedures”

democratic| :

L ]

8
B\
[sic] of the IMG’, Hansen
replies: . .
In view of the implications,|
Comrade Jack Barnes in a;
letter dated September - 14,
1970, asked Comrade Jordan,
for clarification:
1. You maintain that the

private wholesale export-import.

_book agency set up by Alan
Harris, constitutes a ‘political
centre’, that this centre was

opened up by a minority ten-.

dency in your group, and that
this was in ‘gross violation’ of
the norms of democratic
centralism. You imply, more-
over, that the Socialist Workers
Party played a key role- in
‘inspiring the formation of this
minority tendency in the IMG
‘politically and with resources’,
and that the establishment of

Bombits

Leader Books by Alan Harris

is in reality an attempt by the
SWP ‘to get round the demo-
cratic procedures and pro-
cesses’ of the IMG.

In face of such allegations,
am I correct in drawing the
conclusion that in your opin-
ion the Socialist Workers Party
has departed from the tradi-
tions of Trotskyism; that it
has, so to speak, ‘degenerated’
and can no longer be regarded
as a fraternal organization so
far as the majority leadership
of the IMG
is concerned?

JORDAN |
EANEF

Jordan, of course, does not
answer  tnis  hounestly,  He

3

December 10, 1970, he
declares:

1. If we considered that it

was necessary to raise the
question of the ‘degeneration’
of the Socialist Workers
Party we would do so in
another manner: through the
appropriate  inter- ’
national committees.

Hansen treats this with
bullying contempt.
‘ This reply can only be

characterized as an equivo-
cation. Asked if he believes
that the SWP has departed
from the traditions of Trotsky-
isin, Comrade Jordan seys

evades it. In a letter dawgy

nothing. Asked if he believes
that the SWP can no longer

be- regarded as a fraternal

organization, Comrade Jordan
again says nothing. He is even
equivocal on the term ‘de-
generation’. His reply can be
interpreted as meaning that
the IMG majority leaders do
not consider it necessary to
raise this question at the pre-
sent time; if they did consider
it necessary at the present
time, then they would do
so in another manner. . . .
The significance of this
whole tangled skein of accu-
sations, counter - accusations,
evasions and abuse is that
nowhere are the real political
issues mentioned. Apart from
a gentle dig from Jordan-—sa
mythical minority in the SWP

While the SWP campaigned for “Out Now!*’ in the antiwar movement in the USA, Pat Jordan and Co.

demanded victory to the NLF, indicating deep divisions in the United Secretariat.

‘might’ raise the slogan
‘Victory to the NLF’—there is
not a single word on the pro-
gramme, policies and theo-
retical positions of either of;
the parties to the dispute,
However, one fact of im-
portance does emerge from all
this. . :
; “Hansen admits categorically
‘that the Internmational Marxist
Group was an artificial organ-
ization constructed from out-
side by the Unified Secretariat
and the Socialist Workers Party
following their 1963 reunifica-
tion. He also makes it clear
that people were brought
together from completely
difierent positions for the sole

E:rpose of fighting the Socialist
bour League. .

At the Reunification Con-

gress in 1963, the develop-
ment of the British Trotskyist
movement was considered to
be of special importance. At
the same time, the difficulties
and obstacles were recognized
as considerable in face of the
sectarian course of the Socialist
Labour League, the refusal of
its leaders to participate in the
reunification of the world
Trotskyist movement, and the
divisions among those who
favoured reunification — the
Fourth Internationalists being
divided into two warring
groups, one centered in Not-

tingham, the other in London.

Outside aid - was badly
needed. The Unified Secretariat
therefore did what it could to
provide this aid. An appeal
was made to the English-
speaking comrades in North
America. The Canadian Trot-
skyists responded as true inter-
nationalists and sent various
top-level cadres at some cost
to their own work in anm
immediate sense. In collabora-
tion Wwith the Unified Sec-
retariat, they worked in model
fashion, not without ,
personal  sacrifice.

Over the last few years
the Socialist Workers'

has deliberately built up
a minority tendency with-
in the British Inter-
national Marxist Group.
Like the SWP itself, this
‘tendency’ is- a petty-bourgeois

class’ and adapts to middle-
class layers - like Women’s
Liberation. =~ -

The right turn of this
tendency emerges clearly from
the Report of the Unified
Secretariat’s Fact - Finding
Commission into the IMG. In
particular it took the following
forms, o
(1) Im Notti _.. women
members of the tendency con-

Nottingham Socialist Women's
Committee, producing a
paper—‘Socialist . Women'—
which they insisted was inde-
pendent of IMG and not sub-
ject to its control. - -

.They resisted an IMG
decision to build ‘Socialist
Women’s Groups” and objected
to..marching with other IMG
women at a national rally on
women’s rights. They claimed
this would be ‘separating them-
selves off from the mainstream
of the women's movement’
(p.38).

In Glasgow, tendency sup-

porters also resisted carrying
out the IMG’s line and insisted
on working in a ‘Women in
Action’ group (p.88). .
(2) The tendency opposed the
use of such slogans as ‘Victory
to the National Liberation
Front’, ‘Power to the Pro-
visional Revolutionary Govern-
ment’, ‘Solidarity with the
Indo-Chinese Revolution’—
which were the agreed slogans
of IMG—on the grounds that
this was ‘a question of tactics’
(p.80). That is to.say, they
might offend some middle-class
people who would otherwise
march with them,. It is well
known, of course, that the
SWP and the minority inside
the Unified Secretariat also
oppose these slogans,

But Pat Jordan’s reply to
these objectians reveals what a
totally unprincipled organiz-
ation the Unified Secretariat is.
It is worth quoting:

‘The slogan “Victory to the
NLF*” has been used on all our
demonstrations since March
1968, and before that.

‘@ It is absolutely implicit
in the statement of aims of the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign
(VSC), which has been our
main instrument of interven-
tion in this field for five years.

‘@ It is embodied in our
political practice of selling
flags and distributing badges
with the NLF flag on.

‘@ It is the policy of the
{Unified Secretariat of) Fourth
International to advocate using
this slogan in those countries
which have not got troops in
Vietnam as the main focus (see
Ernest Germain’s report to the
December 1969 IEC). (My
‘emphasis J. G.)

So, you don’t demand
‘Victory to the NLF’ if the
.troops of your ‘own’ country
are fighting them! It is almost
-impossible to open a single
-page of Lenin without finding a
ggfutation of this cowardly
social patriotism.. Leninism
developed in opposition to
exactly this. We give only one
referencee-from Lenin’s ‘Social-
ism and War": v ’

‘A revolutionary class in a
reactionary war cannot help
wishing the defeat: of its
government, it cannot fail to
see the connection between the
government’s military reverses
and the increased opportunity
for overthrowing it.’

We defy a single member of
IMG-—or any other section of
the Unified Secretariat—to
reconcile Lenin’s pesition with
that of Germain (Mandel) and
Jordan.

(3) In Glasgow tendency mem-
bers ignored a raquest of the

Party of the United States

group moving-to the right. It
turns its back on. the working.

centrated almost entirely on a’

‘Red Mole’ editorial beard to
send in material on UCS until
the -Stalinist work-in had .been
in  operation for almost a
month, Indeed, the editorial
board complained to the entire
membership:

‘As it is politically im.

'possible-for the paper to come

out without carfying material.

.on UCS two comrades in Lon-
idon - have had hurriedly to
write articles which are neither
particularly good nor original’
(p.92).

- This sort of communication
from the editorial board must
rreally encourage IMG members
'to dash out and sell their

ipaper! :
ﬁne tendency supporters in

Glasgow claimed that they had

not sent in material because
it took time to do a good job!
The real reason was that they
disagreed with the IMG line on
the work-in.

One can hirdly blame them
for disagreeing. Because the
line was that the Stalinist
work-in was ‘The First Step
Towards a Scottish Workers’
Republic’! (p.38). This aston-
ishing pronouncement from an
organization claiming to be
Trotskyist appears to have
excited no comment from
Mandel, Hansen and company.
(4) At the 1971 conference of
the International Marxist
Group, tendency supporters
abstained on a message of sup-
port to the PRT/ERP in
Argentina on the grounds that
it endorsed the kidnapping of
Stanley Silvester, the British
consui in Argentina.

As has been pointed out in
previous articles, the split in
IMG mirrors an equally deep
split within the Unified Secre-
tariat. The tendency supports—
in fact is dependent on and
maintained by—the Socialist
Workers’ Party, which--itself
supports a minority - position
within the revisionist Inter-
national (although, for legal
reasons, it cannot be an actual
member of it).

Since the 1963 reunification
—by which the SWP declared
its political solidarity with the
Pabloite  .International—was
carried through without any
principled discussion, it is
equally impossible to hold a
principled discussion within
the Unified Secretariat today.
To do so would blow it apart.

Thus, political differences
within _ Unified _Secretariat
sections are dealt with, not in
a principled way,” but with the
most  bureaticratic  author-
itarianism. “When this brings
the organization to the point
of breakdown, an international
‘Fact-Finding’ Commission is
appointed. The purpose of this
commission is not. to deal with
the political issues - involved,
but to paper over the cracks
and hold .the strife-ridden
section together., - =~ =«

This is certainly the. situ-
ation within the International

‘Marxist Group, The incidents

mentioned in previous articles
—IMG members playing darts
'with a picture of Joseph

Hansen as the target, NC mém-

bers throwing - beer-botties
through the glass door of ‘an
IMG member’s house

-they were refused admittance’

to a party {(p.122)—are - only
two of many. - -k

The Glasgow . braich,
.apparently, used to berbnﬁ

‘as-a ‘model’ IMG-branch. But
{by. 1970-1971 supporters of the:
IMG leadership in“that branch
described the situation as one
.of ‘utter stagnation’. They de-
iclared that ‘we completely
missed out on the postal strike
.and on a protracted local
!strike,’. - S
! Branch activity’ consisted of
‘some rather low-key work on
women -and Ireland, routine
activities such as attendarice at
branch meetings, ‘Mole’ sales
and very little else. Our ia-
dustrial work has been unin-
spired and unproductive,’

The atmesphere within he
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branch, they said, was ‘almost
mdescnbably bad—personal
and polmcal, emnities have
become inextricably mixed up’.

-‘One half .of the branch is
scarcely. on ‘speaking terms
with the other half’ When
people sought to speak: om
behalf of the natipnal IMG
leadership .they were - ‘sub-
jected to a barrage of abuse,
laughter, jeering, name:calling,
constant interruptions for two
and a half hours’,

They concluded with some
under-emphasis: *This = situ-
ation, of course, has its effect
on branch meeting$’ (pp.89-90).

|

The International Marx-
ist Group faced such an
enormous split in 1970
and 1971 - between its
leaders and the minority
tendency supporting the
Socialist Workers’ Party
of America, that serious
work was impossible
(see yesterday’s Workers
Press for the repercus-
sions - in the Glasgow

branch alone).

Yet IMG leaders Pat ]ordan
Tariq Ali and company were
unable to <deal with thls|
politically; They could resort
only to bureaucratic measures.:

The disciplinary action taken
against Alan Harris, without
‘affording him. any democratic
rights, has been discussed in
an earlier article. But this was
standard “practice.

One Glasgow tendency sup-l
porter was suspended ‘without
charges. Followmg protests,
the leadership' wrote to him
saying they did not need to!
present charges because they!
had not suspended him from
the IMG, but only from its
Glasgow branch. ‘Your status
at the moment,” wrote ]ordan,’

‘is that of a member at large.”
(Page 83.)

The fact that the tendency|
had a majority in the Glasgow.
branch was neatly overcome
by sending in people from
other parts of the country and
giving them voting rights in
the branch. (Page 84.)

When this proved insufficient,
the Political Committee sent
in an organizer and placed him
int charge of the entire branch
(Pages 96-97.)

This man had one member’
charged for not moving a
resolution at a trades council
meeting which he had handed
to him as he walked through
the door two minutes before
the meeting began and which
had not been discussed any-
where. (Page 84.) He had
another charged for not giving
up his job to build a Claimants’
Union branch. (The IMG’s
intervention at UCS, when they
finally got round to it, was to
attempt to start a Claimants’
Union.) This also had not been
discussed anywhere. (Page 84.)

Another member went out
of the country on holiday and
returned to learn that his ex-
pulsion had beeri proposed in
his absence. There were, of
course, no charges. A" com-
mission was appointed by the
leadership to investigate objec-
tions. Thi§ commission laid
charges agdinst him after hear-
ing a report from the majority
(which supported the leader-
ship) but .without listening to
the minority (to which the
member concerned bhelonged).
(Page 84.)

The case of the Nottingham
women was equally extra-
ordinary. Here, as has been
said, the tendency members
were subordinating themselves
entirely to ‘the Nottingham

‘Sociglist Women’s Committee
and its paper ‘Socialist Woman’.|
It is fair to point out that the.
IMG leadership did not bother|
to correct this opportunist turn|
until the faction fight hotted
up and' they. were able to use
it in organizational measures

-almost as
IMG leadership discovered any:

against the tendency. .
. The Nottingham Socialist

"Women’s Committee had been

in existence for over a year,
and ‘Socialist Woman’ for.
long, before the.

objection to this activity. ‘

However, when they wished
to move ;against the tendency
‘women -supporters in Not-,
tingham, they simply:

(a) Announced a. policy of
forming a:national network of
“Socjalist * Women’s  Groups’.
This national network never
got beyond one branch —in
London.

(b) - Took -over ‘Socialist
Woman’ by -edict — i.e. they
published a new address for it
(with an increased subscription)
and told their Nottingham
women to get the line accepted
in the NSWC.

(c) Appointed a new editorial’
board, - from which™ _every
member of the board of the
existing ‘Socialist Woman’ was
excluded. -

(d) Instructed the Nottmgham
tendency members that they
were barred from work among
women.

(e) Abandoned an earher pro-
ject of a ‘Red Mole’ broadsheet
which had been in preparation
for five months, _

The Nottingham women who
were not in IMG, of course,
would not accept all this, so
that at the Women’s Demon-
stration of March, 1971, two
separate versions of ‘Socialist
Woman’ appeared — with the
Nottingham issue containing a

duplicated  slip condemning
IMG.
Subsequently, the IMG

leadership presented the Not-
tingham tendency women with
.a statement saying that they
fully approved of the new
‘Socialist Woman’, and that
‘personal reasons’ ‘had. pre-
vented them being active in
the Nottingham group. In fact,
of course, they did net approve
the change and they had been
barred from activity in the
Nottingham group by the IMG
leadership.

When they refused to sign
this statement on the grounds
that it contained lies, they
were charged.

All this came to a head at
the 1971 Congress. The attitude
of Jordan, Tariq Ali and com-
pany at this conference is best
illustrated by one of their:
supporters who resigned from|
IMG on the grounds that they
had not been tough enough
with the minority tendency.

We quote: !
‘Comrade T.W. at the
‘“kangaroo” majority meeting

of November 6 and 7, 1971,
told the meeting exphcxt]y
that democratic centralism was
not a necessary principle of
Leninist organization and that

the IMG was only “sometimes
democratic centralist” and this
was quite sufﬁcxent (Page 124.)

Nowhere in the 151-page!
long report of the Fact-Finding |
Commission is this challenged !

Be that as it may, at the
1971 IMG Congress prominent
IMJ members who were sup-
porter§ of the tendency were
removed .- from : the National
Committee, In fact, tendency
representation on the NC was
halved, from two to one,
although- its support at the
Congress was doubled,

NC members were removed
for belonging to the tendency
or for being ‘too soft’ on it.
(Page 82.)

-Equal time with - majority
National Committee presenta-
tion was not given to tendency
documents on the grounds that
the tendency had nothing
‘relevant’ or ‘new’ to say. In
fact, the minority tendency
was given ten minutes on
Women’s Liberation and seven
minutes on youth work. (Page
95.)

There .was,

indeed, ample

justification for the complaint |

of the minority tendency' that:
‘The method of election of

the leadership at the. national

conference, with the full know-

ledge of the supporters of the
‘ma)omy, eﬁectxve]y excluded
'from the NC the views of those
comrades in Scotland who, at

Lthat time, indicated their sup-

port of the general line of the
tendency documents.’ (Page 87.)

By this time, IMG was in
such a state of internal collapse,
that Jordan and company were
compelled ta ask the Unified
Secrétariat to come in and sort
it out. This was the reason
for the Fact-Finding Com-
mission.

But even this created prob-
lems. Several hard-liners felt
that the minority should
simply have been ‘dealt with’
and no messing about with
International Commissions.

One NC member wrote to
the NC in the crudest terms

objecting to people, being ‘let,

off the hook’:

. ‘We have pissed about on
this “ long enough. The con-
ference was six months ago.
Resolutions have been passed
at NCs like confetti and still
the PC prevaricates. What do
comrades, not on the latter
select body, have to do to get
the PC to carry out decisions?

‘The trouble is that you, the
PC, are allowing yourselves to
be intimidated by the SWP
and its allies.. . . Each incon-
sistént action will add to the
arguments of the opposition

We must proceed with
the charges quickly, otherwxse
the SWP will make shit of us
(Pages 77-78.) -

How' did the Unified Sec-
retariat deal with this situation
of open war within one of
their’ sections? By urging both
sides to get together and work
amicably!

They did not deal with a
single political issue in the
whole ‘sordid mess. - They
simply instructed the IMG
leadership to withdraw all dis-
ciplinary measures — and this
was not by any means due to
any regard for democratic
centralism,

When a mmonfy was ex-
pelled from the Socialist
Workers’ Party for political
disagreement (and subsequently
became the American Workers’
League) the Unified Secretariat
showed .no such touching con-
cern for minority rights.

What they were concerned
with in the case of the IMG
was sunply patching up a dying
orgamzatlon in order to pre-
serve a ‘section’ in Britain in
opposition * to . the . only real
Trotskyist movement in this
country—the Socialist Labour
League.

So the Unified " Secretariat,
on -receiving the report of
its Fact-Finding. Commission,
simply said:.-drop all. charges
and find something that those
who :have - fuhdamental dis-

agreements - can do so they
don’t have to leave the organ-
ization. Let them do ‘defence
work, the expansion of British
circulation of “Intercontinental
Press”, and the abortion-con-
traception campaign — . where
their specific opinion cannot
come into conflict with efficient
and enthusiastic engagements’.
(Page iv.)

If Lenin had sought, after
the 1903 Congress of the
Russian  Social ‘Democratic
Labour Party, to find fields of
work  for the Menshev:ks
‘where thenr specific opinion’
could not ‘come into conflict
with eﬂicnent and enthusiastic
engagement’ there would have
been no revolution in Russia
in 1917,

And the political methods of
the Unified Secretariat as re-
vealed in the IMG case would
prevent a revolution in this
country — if it were left to
them.

However, it will not be left
to them. There is.a principled
Trotskyist organization in this
country—the Socialist Labour
League. And our organization
will, as part of the preparation
for the British revolution,
politically destroy revisionism
in every form in which it
shows itself.

CONCLUDED

The Spanish
Revolution $395

Invaluable collection of articles,

the centrist Andre Nin.

published before in English,
struggle to construct a Marxist leadership in Spain
during the period from the fall of the monarchy to the
defeat of the working class by Franco. Of critical im-
portance to revolutionaries today are Trotsky’s ar-
ticles on the tasks posed to Marxists during the growth
of the mass movement of workers in the pre-re-
volutionary period before 1936, the role of Soviets, syn-
dicalism, and Stalinism. Includes correspondence with

records Trotsky’s

Qrder from: Labor Publications, Inc.,

English.

many never

Trots|<
Politica
Profi |es $9.50

Sketches of the leading members of the
Second International including: Rosa Lux-
emburg, Karl Liebknecht, Plekhanov and
Karl Kautsky. Never avallable before in

REVOLUTION
(1931-39)

LEON TROTSKY

135 West 14th St.,

6th Floor, New York, N.Y. 10011
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David North

WRITINGS OF LEON: TROT-

SKY. (1932-33).
Press, 1972. $3.45.

This newest volume of Leon
Trotsky’s writings covers the
extremely critical six month
period from December 1932 un-
til July 1933. International
developments, primarily the
defeat of the German
proletariat by Hitler, brought
the 10 year struggle of the Left
Opposition to a historic turn-
ing point.

Since 1923 the Left Opposition had
existed as a faction fighting, in spite
of expulsions and brutal persecution,
for the reform of the Comintern
through the rejection of Stalin’s
policies and the regeneration of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union
which was suffocating beneath the
bureaucratic apparatus.

But the catastrophe in Germany, which
had been brought about by the disastrous
misleadership of the German Communist
Party blindly guided by the Stalinist
bureaucracy in the Soviet Union, and the
refusal of any section of the Comintern to
critically evaluate the policies that had
brought the most powerful section of the
working class in Europe to ruin, required
a new orientation on the part of the Inter-
national Left Opposition.

This volume, rich in previously un-
published internal documents, records the
final struggle for the reform of the
Comintern. In these writings we can trace
the evolution of the Left Opposition from
its existence as a faction to a break with
the German Communist Party to, finally,
the historic split with the Stalinized
Comintern.

Trotsky declared the Comintern dead
for the purpose of revolution and put
forward the perspective of building a new
international. While explaining that the
time had not yet come to proclaim the
Fourth International, Trotsky insisted
that the continuity of the Marxist move-
ment demanded that the cadres of the Left
Opposition function as the embryos of new
parties.

This turn met considerable opposition,
not the least vocal emanating from those
within the Left Opposition who had dis-
agreed with the position of reforming the
Comintern held by Trotsky until March
1933, when the Stalinists once again en-
dorsed the ‘‘social-fascist’”’ policy of the
German Communist Party.

~Pathfinder

OBJECTIVE DEVELOPMENTS

But, as the invaluable articles in this
collection demonstrate, Trotsky fought on
the basis of objective developments: ‘“We
take as the point of departure not our own
subjective ‘dissatisfaction’ and
‘disillusionment’ but the objective march
of the class struggle,” he wrote. ‘“All the
conditions of the development of the
proletarian revolution imperiously de-
mand a new organization of the vanguard
and provide the necessary prerequisites
for it.”

In probing the reasons for the degenera-
tion of the Comintern, Trotsky continually
sought to deepen the Left Opposition’s
theoretical understanding of the nature of
the Stalinist regime within the Soviet
Union. By 1932, he warned that
bureaucratic centrism was leading the
first workers’ state to economic and
political ruin. Trotsky declared that only
the struggle of the Left Opposition could
prevent its destruction.

It must be understood when reading this
volume that Trotsky had not yet concluded
that the Stalinist bureaucracy could be
removed only through political revolution.
Nevertheless, his characterizations of the
bureaucracy’s method of rule were ac-
companied by the most urgent warnings
that the severe crisis within Stalin’s fae-
tion was leading te a profound change in
the nature of the regime.

Noting the enormous dissatisfaction and
open hostility toward the Stalinist
leadership developing among the Soviet
workers, Trotsky wrote: ‘‘All the more
necessary is it now to pay sharp attention
to the maneuvers of the bureaucracy,

" which is silently preparing a new ‘sur-

prise’ for the working masses.”

When Trotsky wrote these articles, the
Soviet Union was still in the throes of the
domestic upheaval brought about by
Stalin’s collectivization program. After
having first made enormous concessions
to the kulaks—wealthy peasants—and

‘Trotsky at the Gare du Nord on December 6, 1932 with his secretary Jan Fraenkel.

slandering the Left Opposition for calling
for an increased tempo of industrialization
while restricting the exploitive power of
the kulak, Stalin was forced to reverse his
position in 1928 in order to head off the dis-
integration of the USSR.

Although this change of policy actually
confirmed the correctness of the Left Op-
position’s program, Stalin’s industrializa-
tion program was conceived in a panic and
carried out with the worst bureaucratic
abuses. The industrial growth which took
place during the first Five "Year Plan
demonstrated the strength of the planned
economy, but the methods of the
bureaucracy contributed mightily to mass
suffering unknown even during the period
of war communism. )

The reckless attempt of the bureaucracy
to bring about ‘‘the liquidation of the kulak
as a class” actually strengthened the
danger of counterrevolution. Because the
mass collectivization was unprepared for
in the sense that the Soviet Union had not
yet developed the industrial base to allow
the peaceful exchange of commodities
between town and country, Stalin’s
policies served to alienate the peasantry
from the working class and drive it into
the reactionary orbit of the wealthy
peasants, who could become the vehicle of
a capitalist restoration. It is out of this
smashing of the alliance between workers
and poorer peasants—which Lenin had
called the smytchka—from which Trotsky
feared the Thermidorean reaction would
emerge.

Trotsky maintained the economic crisis
could be surmounted only through a break
with the incorrect policies. In an article
published January 11, 1933, entitled ‘‘The
Danger of Thermidor,”” Trotsky stated:

“Despite the great difficulties there is
nothing irreparable in the eceountry’s
econemy. Only something is needed to

 repair it. What is needed fs a party. There

The Turning Point For
The Left Opposition

.many in 1923, Estonia and Bulgaria in

is no party in the true sense of the word’
now. There is an organization which for-
mally includes millions of members and
candidates. But both alike are deprived of
their rights. Within the framework of the
same organization are the terrorized
elements of two parties: the proletarian
and the Thermidorean. Above all stands

‘the bureaucracy. It bears the re-

sponsibility for the economic mistakes,
for the smytchka being undermined. It
bears the still weightier responsibility for
the stifling of the party. At the same time
that, through its policy, it sets the peasan-

try in opposition to the state, it disarmed
the proletariat politically. Not only do the
workers wander physically from factory
to factory, but they don’t find a place for
themselves politically.”

For an understanding of the way in
which the Stalinists sabotaged the planned
economy through naked bungling and dis-
honesty, many articles in the volume rank
as brilliant preliminary reading to The
Revolution Betrayed. While the latter
book was the product of additional years
of political experience and the theoretical
culntination of his struggle against the
Stalinist bureaucracy, in these articles
Trotsky was already able to show how the
apparatus undermined the foundations &#
the Soviet state.

The downright falsification of economic
data, the careless inflationary mani-
pulation of the currency, the exaggerated
and then unfulfilled quotas, and the brutal
trampling upon the rights of workers
which seeks to drain them of all indi-
vidual initiative—detected by Trotsky in
1933—still characterize the handling of the
Soviet economy by Stalin’s heirs.

POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES -

Trotsky emphasized, however, that the
main issue involved in the- disastrous
economic policies of the bureaucracy was
its political perspectives. No one under-
stood more clearly than Trotsky the im-
mense difficulties of developing the pro-
ductive forces on the soil of backward
Russia. But he indicted the Stalinists for
their bankrupt perspective of ‘‘socialism
in one country,”’ which absurdly claimed
that the construction of the planned
economy could take place regardless of
developments in the advanced industrial
nations.

By this time, the policies of the Third In-

' ternational under Stalin had been re-

sponsidie for a full decade of defeats: Ger-

__.T_.

1924, England in 1926, China in 1927, and,

'finally, Germany again in 1933.

The logic of ‘‘socialism in one country’’
was described by Stalin himself—un-

‘wittingly—in an interview with the:

t

American capitalist Thomas Campbell
which lasted four hours one evening in the
Kremlin. Stalin was flattered to be in the
presence of a captain of industry and—as
Campbell later described the scene in a
book which Trotsky quoted—“Took my
hand in both of his...

In Campbell’s autoblography, which
Trotsky analyzed in the article ‘“With Both
Hands”’ dated December 1932, there was
the following paragraph:

‘“He (Stalin) unhesitatingly admitted,
with disarming frankness, that under
Trotsky there had been an attempt to
spread communism throughout the world.
He said that was the primary cause of the
break between himself and Trotsky. That
Trotsky believed in universal com-
munism while he wanted to confine his ef-
forts to his own country. He explained that
they (the Stalinist faction) had neither the
time nor the money to try to communize
the world, even should they wish to do so,
and that his own chief interest was to im-
prove the conditions of the people in
Russia, without any interference what-
soever in the government of other coun-
tries.”

Stalin had been shown the transcript of
this interview by Campbell and then auto-
graphed it for him. Not until Trotsky
wrote ‘‘With Both Hands’’ in which he des-
cribed Stalin’s manner with Campbell as
“the crawling conduct of a petty bour-
geois’’ did Stalin deny the authenticity of
the interview. In vain! Campbell repro-
duced the autograph.

SUMMONED

With the German proletariat crushed by
Hitler and the social turmoil in the USSR
approaching the scale of civil war,
Trotsky—virtually imprisoned on a
Turkish island—summoned the cadres of
the International Left Opposition to order.
The policies of the bureaucracy were
leading the Soviet Union to destruction.

“But should this happen,” declared
Trotsky, ‘‘it would be one of the most ter-
rible episodes in all history. Our sole task
lies, in preventing it. Meanwhile, the
danger approaches closer and closer.
Sound the Alarm! We must sound the
alarm!”

1t was in this situation that Trotsky
made his final appeal to the Stalinist
bureaucracy to learn the lessons of history
and change its course. In a secret letter to
the Politburo on March 15, 1933, Trotsky
said that the savage repressions by the ap-
paratus could only worsen the conditions
within the USSR. He continued: -

“What must be done? Above all, revive
the party. This is a painful process but it
must be passed through. The Left Opposi-
tion—of this I have no doubt—will be will-
ing to offer the Central Committee full
cooperation in returning the party to the
track of normal existence without up-

‘heavals or with the minimum of up-

heaval.”

For Trotsky, the great hlstorlcal task
was the construction of the revolutionary
party. Outside of the existence of such a
party, he understood the victory of the

. working class to be impossible. As long as

there remained the possibility that the
CPSU could be reformed and lead the
working class to victory, Trotsky was de-
termined to persist in this course and train
the Marxist cadre that would be placed at
the head of the regenerated party.

“Is the situation hopeless?,’”’ he wrote on
the eve of Hitler’s rise to power. “Such
words are not part of our vecabulary.

- Struggle will decide. On the side of the

proletarian revolution are many negative

- historical possibilities: the horrible decay
‘of capitalism, the furious conflicts among ,

the imperialists, the bankruptcy of re-
formism; as well as positive ones:
tempered cadres of Bolshevik-Leninists,
an understanding of the course of de-

_velopments, a clear perspective. Struggle

»wﬂl decide.”

TO BE CONTINUED.
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SLL Pageant Begins Fight

For Revolutionary Party
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BY MELODY FARROW
The Road to Workers Power, the Socialist
Labour League’s pageant of working class

history,

performed at Empire Pool,

Wembley before over 10,000 trade unionists
and their families, was a historic step
forward for Trotskyism and the fight to build
a mass revolutionary party in Britain to lead
the working class to power.

The success of this
pageant and rally is a
powerful blow to the
plans of Tory Prime
Minister Edward Heath
to split and weaken the
working class, destroy
its basic rights and es-
tablish dictatorship. The
Empire Pool pageant,
the biggest anti-Tory
rally since the 1970 elec-
tion, brought forward a
decisive force of
workers and youth who
will be in the vanguard
of the struggle to build a
movement to defeat the
Tories and their system.

No other movement in Bri-
tain, not even the Labour Par-
ty with all its resources, could
have undertaken such a
historic task with such
success. The Pageant was
created out of the determina-
tion to carry theory into prac-
tice and construct the
revolutionary party.

The four episodes in the
Pageant dramatically brought to
life the bitter struggles of

workers in the nineteenth cen-
tury, who with tremendous

heroism, determination and self-
sacrifice, won the right to have a
union, to vote, to have a decent
wage and constructed a political
party of their own. In the course
of this struggle the workers
learned that their demands could
only be secured by building a
Labour Party and holding the
reins of power,

THREATENED

Today, when all the gains of the
past are threatened by the Tories
as the reformist Labour leaders
refuse to challenge the system,
the working class must construct
a new leadership. This is why the
last scene in the Pageant is the
historic 1901 strike against the
Taff Vale railway in South Wales
when workers were taken to
court and successfully sued by
the employers. It was this event
which sparked the beginnings of
the British Labour Party. The
question posed-today to the work-
ing class was expressed by one
young miner from Jarrow who
performed in the Pageant:

“I am determined to see this
play through to the end. I think it
will make the workers rise up.
They are going to say ‘What have
we been doing all this time?’
They will see the play and see
what is happening now and what
was happening then, and they
will organize against it. If it does
this it will be good because it will
be the start of the revolutionary
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party to get rid of the Tories for
good. That’s what any real
worker wants.”’

The Pageant was prepared out
of several months of rehearsal
and political struggle in the cities
of Jarrow, Manchester, Merthyr
Tydil in South Wales, and in Lon-
don, where the events in the
Pageant were originally fought
out. Actors and actresses for the
Pageant were recruited from the
workers, housewives and youth
in the areas, most of whom had
never been on a stage in their
lives.

The Pageant was not per-
formed for the working class but
was a political spectacle in which
they recreated their own history
and in this way developed the un-
derstanding to go forward and
build the movement all over the
country.

DEFIED

The Jarrow workers showed
how the miners defied the
government and went on to build
their first union after their
leader, William Jobling, was
hung and put on display as a war-
ning to others. A brass band of
miners, many of whom
remember the historic 1926
General Strike, came to London
to be in the Pageant.

The Manchester contingent
acted out the struggle of the
Chartists, the first organized
movement of workers which

fought for the right to universal.

suffrage, for representation in
Parliament and a shorter work
day. It depicted the 1819 Peterloo
massacre in which men and
women were shot down for rally-
ing for these rights. The first
socialist leaders and
organizations in Britain were
born out of the setbacks and
lessons of the Chartists.

The theme of the London group
was the founding of the First
International in 1864 and the role
Karl Marx played in the British
labor movement and the develop-
ment of its leadership.

The formation of the First
International by Marx raised the
central question facing the work-
ing class—the building of an in-
ternational revolutionary
organization. Today this means
building the Fourth International
against the betrayals of world
Stalinism.

Professional directors, actors,
technicians and musicians con-
tributed their talents to the
Pageant and helped to make it a
success. The bringing together of
the four episodes on a specially
erected stage at Wembley Pool,
the largest indoor auditorium in
Britain, was an enormous
technical achievement.

ADVANCED

Technically the Pageant was
one of .the most advanced ever
staged. Much of it was a spec-
tacle, but there were detailed
scenes which the audience was
able to follow through the use of
an Eidophor closed circuit televi-
sion process. Four cameras were
set up to transmit immediatc
television pictures of the scenes
onto a huge screen mounted at
the head of the arena.

Etchings, films of Lenin and
Trotsky, and law and order
speeches of Heath were shown in
connection with the different
scenes. All the props and
costumes were prepared by the
acting teams themselves.

In the last scene the Eiphodor
showed a film of Lenin and
Trotsky and the storming of the
Winter Palace during the Rus-
sian Revolution. The four main
characters of the Pageant, the
miner Jobling, the revolutionary
Chartist, Karl Marx and the
railway workers’ leaders at Taff
Vale came forward and spoke of

their struggle and sacrifice.

Roger Smith, a member of the
Central Committee of the
Socialist Labour League, came
forward to salute these men who
struggled in the past. He pledged
that the movement would
struggle on until the working
class had the power.

The Pageant culminated with
the entire cast leading the
audience in singing the Inter-
nationale, and a collection which
raised over 1000 pounds ($2500) to
build the movement.

ENORMOUS

The effect of the Pageant was
summed up by one young worker
who said: ‘“‘Seeing the enormous
struggles the workers had in the
past in order to survive drove it
home about what we are facing
today. Knowing how previous
generations of workers stood up
to terrible military and police
repression makes it easier for us
to face up to the forces of the
state we have against us in the
current situation.”

Today, Heath’s Industrial
Relations Act and wage law
which makes it a crime to fight
and strike for decent wages, the
soaring inflation and unemploy-
ment, the Housing Act that has
doubled rents, have all
leigislated the workers rights out
of existence.

The hospital workers and gas-
men, who are presently on strike
for wage increases, the engineer-
ing workers who were fined 50,-
000 pounds ($150,000) last year by
Heath’s courts are confronted
with the historic responsibility to
defend these rights, by fighting
for socialist policies and for the
removal of the traitors in the
labor movement who refuse to
fight.

Only the Socialist Labour
League and Young Socialists of
Britain are fighting to prepare
workers for revolutionary
leadership today because they
base all their activities on the
deepening and inevitable crisis in
the capitalist system which
forces the capitalists of all coun-
tries to take the road of war, dic-
tatorship and fascism.

In the United States, the rights
and standard of living that
workers take for granted today,
were won in bloody struggles in
which many died in fighting for
union organization, decent wages
and working conditions. The
trade union leaders in this coun-
try always prevented the work-
ing class from building its own
party as their brothers did in Bri-
tain.

NECESSITY

This party is more of necessity
today than ever, at a time when
Nixon is assembling every legal
repressive instrument of the
state to destroy these rights and
to consolidate a one man rule.
Every struggle of American
workers to defend their wages
and jobs will come to a deadend
unless political power is fought
for.

In fighting for a labor party in
the US, only a leadership that
challenges the right of the
capitalists to run society for
profit, can resolve the crisis.

LESSON

Gerry Healy, National
Secretary of the Socialist Labour
League, was speaking to all
workers when he said at the
Pageant ‘‘The struggle for
democratic rights today is a
revolutionary task’ and con-
cluded:

“That is the lesson of history.
That is the lesson of working

“class struggle in every country of

the world. This lesson must be
heeded here at this great meeting
today.”

Left, the start of the first miners union meeting in the Northeast. Top, Gerry Healy addresses the rally.
Troops confront strikers, below, in the Chartist episode. Below that, Ammon Beasley, general manager of
the Taff Vale Railway Company on the Eidephor screen.
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Chicago
Sabotaged By Union Leaders

BY DEBRA WATSON . .
CHICAGO—By a narrow margin of less than 1000 votes, Amalgamated Transit Union Locals
9241 and 308 voted not to strike on March 17 as scheduled.

All 19 unions that operate the
Chicago Transit Authority in-
cluding the International
Association of Machinists, Inter-
national Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers, Laborers and
Clerks Unions, took strike votes
in February and were set to
strike at 11:59 p.m. on Saturday.

The determination of the
workers to fight the vicious plans
of the almost bankrupt CTA was
demonstrated in the vote. Two
thousand nine hundred and ninty-
eight voted for striking and 3972
against.

“I can’t understand why we’re
voting for fourteen and one-half
cents,” said Odell, an ATU
member. ‘‘That’s something
that’s already ours. They know
no one’s going to strike over four-
teen and one-half cenfs—it’s
peanuts!”’

The real issues that forced
ATU members to follow other
CTA unions in February and vote
to strike have been consistantly
avoided by the union leadership.
ATU members have been
operating on an extension of the
old contract since November 30.

From the beginning,
McFadden and Beatty dropped
the contract demands and dealt
only with money cut by the Pay
Board since last June. The
recommendation by the
presidents of 241 and 308 was a
result of the collaboration with
the CTA to present the fourteen
and one-half cents as a victory.

By covering up the needs of the
men and avoiding the strike, the
ATU leadership has sabotaged
the unity posed by the common
strike date. This was the first un-
ified movement ever.

What is faced by all CTA
workers was revealed in the very
bill passed on Thursday in the
Illinois House, granting a 12.6
million dollar emergency subsidy
for mass transit. A vicious drive
against the trade unions is being
masked by making the aid con-
tingent on no service cutbacks or
fare increases until June 30.

$But the legislature is proposing
that there be a stipulation that
none of the subsidy be used for
wage gains negotiated after the
bill is signed into law.

A board member of the CTA

blatantly stated that the only way
the CTA can stay in operation is

- by reducing the workers’ wages.

He told a meeting of angry com-
muters that whole runs would
have to be cut because ‘‘the only
way we can save money is to cut
men.”’

This drive has already begun.
An ATU member reported that 40
electricians were laid off in
January when electric buses
were replaced by fuel-run buses.
Rapid Transit station clerks have
charged that there have been
huge layoffs under provisions in
the old contract which allows for
layoffs because of automation.

“They say they have to lay men
off,” Odell told the Bulletin.

Pickets in St. Louis School District 12

Transit Strike Unity

‘‘But they don’t have enough men
now. Every Saturday they call
me to come in and work over-
time. They are trying to keep a
shortage of men.”

There must be an immediate
campaign in the other unions
which work for the CTA to take
the lead and strike immediately,
bringing out the drivers with
them and fighting for the con-
tract demands. This campaign
means returning to the Chicago
Federation of Labor, which voted
support to the CTA unions at
their meeting last week, and
demanding they call a general
strike in support of the demands
of the 19 unions, and a Congress
of Labor to build a labor party.

Court Action Begins
In Beverage Strike

BY A LOCAL 695 MEMBER
MADISON—Grand jury prosectuion is now being threatened
against Teamsters Local 695 in the three and one-half month
old strike of General Beverage liquor drivers. Liquor store
owners and the Madison Police Department are beginning
procedures here to implement the legal action.

The General Beverage drivers
went on strike November 30, as a
result of the breakdown of con-
tract negotiations. The company
vas offering an insulting two
cent increase over the rates of
$2.65 to $2.80 an hour. Drivers
would not accept these crumbs
and were subsequently locked
out.

STALEMATE
A stalemate still exists over

the reinstatement of five of the .

drivers, who were fired because
of their political activity. The
company refuses to settle. The
union continues its demands that
these five drivers be rehired.
The Teamsters are already
facing various injunctions
against striking. The courts are
attempting to eliminate the
effectiveness of strike action.
Donald Eaton, secretary
treasurer, and James Marketti,
business representative, are for-
cing a federal injunction by the
National Labor Relations Board
stemming from various violent

incidents which have occurred
during the course of the strike.
Stink-bombings of liquor stores
have taken place and beatings
have occurred during picket con-
flicts.

The Madison press is creating
the atmosphere for a railroading
of the union, and is now openly
calling the strikers ‘‘law-
breakers.”” The press is attemp-
ting to connect the violence to the
union. to whip up anti-union
hostility within sections of the
middle class.

The use of grand juries against
the unions now makes every
worker fighting for his rights
subject to political prosecution.

Eaton, Marketti, and the 15
pickets currently under charges
by the NLRB must be defended.
Despite the refusal of the local
leadership to mobilize all
members in defense of General
Beverage drivers, the govern-
ment must not be allowed to fine,
jail, and break the trade union
movement.

Chicago IBT
Opens Drive
For Pay Hike

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE
CHICAGO—Local 705 of the Teamsters and the in-
dependent Chicago Truck Drivers Union are jointly
demanding 24 cents an hour in wages plus 5 cents an
hour additional vacation pay effective immediately
for a “‘catch up’’ pay hike. In exchange for this, they
will extend the current contract, due to expire

March 31, for 90 days.

It was the 13 week wildcat
by Chicago truckers in 1970
that busted up Fitzsimmons’
$1.10 settlement and won a
'$1.65 hike for drivers
nationwide. However, the
shorter Chicago contract has
meant a total of 12 cents cost
of living raise, compared to 16

cents nationally. The in-.

creases demanded now are
supposed to make up the
difference, as well as align
the contracts.

What is really underlying this
offer is a refusal to use the early
expiration date as the launching
of a drive for big gains this year,
a refusal by the Chicago
leadership to take the lead in
fighting for what drivers and
warehouse dockmen need.

This was clearly expressed by
Truck Drivers Executive Direc-
tor Edward Fenner last week
when he met with Louis F. Peick,
Local 705 secretary-treasurer,
and representatives of Chicago
area cartage associations.
“There’s massive confusion in
Washington over controls,” he
said. A

“We don’t even know about the
5.5 percent guideline, and we
don’t know what will happen to
the Economic Stabilization Act.
Congress may throw it out. So the
better part of wisdom is to
wait...and continue our
negotiations until the guidelines
are clearly defined.”

There is no confusion in
Washington—the Teamsters
leadership clearly understands
that any contract which meets
the guidelines will do nothing to
meet the needs of the truckers
and their families.

The ranks must demand that
Peick and Fenner carry through
their threat of strike action if the
interim traise is not granted.
Even more, strike action must
now be prepared for around the
demands for the July contract
developed at the recent founding
conference of the Trade Union
Alliance for a Labor Party.

This includes:

*A dollar an hour first year
raise with full escalator and
wage reopener in 1974.

eA 30 hours work ‘at 40 hours
pay and the merger of the
Teamsters with the Internatioanl

_ Longhsoremen’s Association and
the International Longshore-
men’s and Warehousemen’s
Union for joint action in defense
of jobs.

eThe caucus must lead a
deliberate fight against Nixon’s
policies, demanding that Fitz-
simmons get off the Cost of Liv-
ing Council and that a Congress
of Labor be called to prepare
general strike action and con-
struct a labor party.

Ranks Prepare
GE Wage Fight

BY AN INDUSTRIAL
REPORTER

CHICAGO, March
10—Members of over 12 inter-
national unions must prepare
for the sharpest fight against
General Electric and
Westinghouse as their con-
tracts expire at mid-year. For
the third time, the vast ma-
jority of these unions are join-
ed in a Coordinated Bargain-
ing Committee to achieve
substantial wage and benefit
gains.

At one of 17 rallies called by
the CBC nationally for March 10,
Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota
and Indiana delegates from GE
and Westinghouse plants heard
the perspectives of several CBC
leaders. -

Chaired by Sheet Metal
Workers Local 571 Business
Representative James Crouch,
the delegates in large measure
got evasive answers to their
questions about the 5.5 percent
guidelines. Promises were made
by the meeting’s leadership of
“bending” and ‘‘budging’’ the
guidelines.

Ernest DeMaio, District 11
president of the United Elec-
trical Workers, a leading
Stalinist supporter, jumped into
the discussion to declare from
the platform that ‘‘we will
stretch it (the 5.5 percent
guidelines) to its outer limits.”
At DeMaio’s insistence no
resolutions were taken in the in-
terests of ‘‘unity.”

Also speaking were William
Wright, District 8 International .
Union of Electrical Workers
president and Paul
Stuckenschneider, research
director of the Sheet Metal
Workers. Wright had the nerve to
blame the IUE ranks at GE, and
not the union leadership, for be-
ing unwilling to stay out any
longer during the 102 day GE
strike in 1969-1970.

DANGER

Though the great majority of
those present were on the
steward and officer level, the
anger which the GE and
Westinghouse workers feel over
wages and conditions was
brought out.

The great danger to the 200,000
GE and Westinghouse workers is
the refusal of the union

- leadership to prepare a fight on

the contract. A leadership must
be built now throughout the CBC
unions that will fight for a 25 per-
cent wage increase the first year
and for national strike action.
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1,000 St. Paul
Residents Rally
Against Cuts

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
ST. PAUL, Minn.—Over 1000 youth, trade un-
ionists, housewives and other city residents attend-
ed a rally here on March 10 to fight Nixon’s Phase
Three budget, which slashes nearly $60 million from
social service programs in St. Paul alone.

~ The part-time summer jobs
youth could get through
Neighborhood Youth Corps
will be eliminated. Communi-
ty centers will be forced to
close down when funds to

Cops Provoke
Racial Fight At
Stivers High

BY A BULLETIN
REPORTER

DAYTON—In the midst of a
total breakdown of the
Dayton school system,
fighting broke out Friday
afternoon between Black and
white students at Stivers High
School.

The school administration,
police and local press have
deliberately fanned racial ten-
sions' to divide the students ever
since the school, attended by
working class youth, was in-
tegrated in 1969. Before the
fighting began, police in
plainclothes had swarmed
through the corridors claiming
that their presence was required
to head off a riot.

They then proceeded to call in
regular clothes policemen and to
instigate the fighting by billy-
clubbing numerous white youth.
One student reported that a cop
had threatened to shoot him.

“The cops are responsible for
the fighting between the Blacks
and whites. It’s up to the Black
students and us because they
started to beat our heads and
then they said they were in the
school to protect the Black
students.

“The Black students aren’t any
different than us, except for their
skin. We both have the same
problems—the areas we live in
are just as bad as their part of
the city.”

The deliberate attempt to
divide. the students comes at a
time when 550 teachers and
teacher-aides are being fired in
Dayton, which will make class
sizes unbearable. Students
described how the administration
always sought to prevent Black
and white students from discuss-
ing the conditions they face.

“You don’t learn anything in
the schools anyway,” said one
student. ‘“We’re not prepared for
any jobs and we don’t want to go

into the army, but that’s all that .

seems to be ready for us.”

The press has begun a vicious
smear campaign against the
students. One article referred to
the students as ‘‘flotsam.”

The Young Socialists is calling
a meeting of Stivers High School
students to plan a united fight of
teachers and youth against the
layoffs, the cuts in education and
to get the cops out of the schools.

staff them are wiped out April
30.

Twenty day care centers will
be eliminated by a $1.2 million
budget slash. Many working
mothers who cannot afford costly
private day care will be forced
onto welfare.

A planned public housing pro-
ject for the elderly will not get a
penny of the $20 million budgeted
for it. The $3.7 million slated for
low and moderate income houses
and apartments will be cut.

Democratic Mayor Lawrence
Cohen called today’s rally in an
attempt to head off residents’ ris-
ing anger at these cuts. Upon
returning from Washington last
Thursday from a meeting of
mayors with Nixon, he urged
residents not to ‘‘raise voices”
because ‘‘Nixon is thinking about
the city of St. Paul.”

The Young Socialists fought to
expose this rotten attempt to
cram the budget cuts down the
throats of youth. YS members
mobilized with banners outside
the hall calling on the unions to
convene a Congress of Labor to
fight all of Nixon's attacks.

PRESSURE

From the platform inside,
speaker after speaker told the
rally that nothing could be done
except to put pressure on Nixon.

Anthony DeZiel, business
representative of the St. Paul
Trades and Labor Assembly
(AFL-CIO), collaborated with
this charade. ‘“We know what
this is going to mean for us,”” he
admitted. “We’re going to lose
jobs, we’re not going to be able to
make house payments.”’ Then he
turned around to ‘‘assure our
Congressmen and Senators that
we will support every member of
the community.”’

The audience refused to accept
this situation. One woman in-
terrupted Cohen as he introduced
another speaker, demanding an
open microphone: ‘‘The people
are here, and we want to speak.”

When a second such demand
won enthusiastic support, Cohen
was forced to open the floor to
dozens of angry residents.

Mothers Defend Day Care

7 Twenty-one day care centersin

BY JOHN DUNN

ST. LOUIS, March 12—Work-
ing mothers held a press con-
ference here to call public atten-
tion to Nixon’s new Health,
Education, and Welfare
proposals which would virtually
eliminate child care centers. The
proposals are slated to go into
effect on April 1, 1973 if no
changes are made before March
19.

Don Checkett, Executive
Director of the Child Day Care
Association told the Bulletin,
“Nixon has cut out OEO with a
meat cleaver and us with a
stilleto—either way it’s just as
deadly.”

Press conference of working mothers in St. Louis denouncing Nixon’s budget cuts.

PL Aids Attack On AFSCME Caucus

BY AN 1164 MEMBER

MINNEAPOLIS—American Federation of State,
(AFSCME) Local 1164 is now negotiating its first contract for University of Minnesota hospital
workers.

The proposed contract calls for
$500 minimum wage (some begin
as low as $344), 75 cent increase
across the board, shift differen-
tial, and a five day work week.
But after 11 long months of
negotiations, the hospital ad-
ministration has made it clear
that it absolutely will not give the
local these modest gains, gains
that most organized workers won
decades ago.

Faced with the intransigence
of the administration at the
bargaining table, the Council 6
(Minnesota State Employees
Union) staff and the local
leadership have offered no
perspective but to continue the
negotiations. This is absolutely in
line with their refusal to fight
Governor Anderson’s hiring
freeze, the LEAP Program
(time-study on all state
employees), a threatened closing
of the largest state mental
hospital that employes over 900
workers, and an announced five
percent reduction in the state
work force overall.

The bureaucracy could not
maintain this position without
the aid of others in the labor
movement who seek to prevent
the necessary fight now to defend
and extend workers’ rights and
living conditions against Nix-
on—the Stalinists.

This is the role played by
Progressive Labor Party, acting
as agents of the bureaucracy by
desperately attacking the

St. Louis are facing elimipation.

They serve 536 working mothers’ '

and 1381 children.

One mother said: ““I have to
work. We’re going back to the
depression, how are we going to
live? Chicken has gone up from
79 cents a pound to $1.60 a
pound.”’

Another angry mother told off :

a candidate for mayor in St.

Louis who proposed that they ;]

write their congressmen.
“Proposed regulations are not in

the best interests of the working |

parents. I'm mad about it and I
want to know what I can do about
it.”’

Car of ommiﬂee fof a De
ting by Progressive Labor Party.

AFSCME 1164 Caucus for a De-
cent Contract. The CDC is cam-
paigning for strike action.

Last week, the car of members
of the Caucus for a Decent Con-
tract was spray-painted. This
was followed by threats of
physical violence against
members of the CDC. These
Stalinist acts of hooliganism and
violence are an expression both
of PL-SDS’ total opposition and
fear of the mobilization of the
working class in its defense, and
also of their utter contempt for
the workers’ ability and right to
hear, discuss and decide the
critical questions facing them.

The relationship of the
bureaucracy and the Stalinist
apologists for the bureaucracy
was made crystal clear at the
March membership meeting of
1164. At this meeting, the CDC
proposed and fought for a detail-
ed program for the mobilization
of the hospital workers for strike
action to win the contract. This
program includes plans to inform
members of the state of the
negotiations and to prepare for a
strike vote in April with the
hospital out on the anniversary
date of negotiations in May.

This program—the only one
that can win the contract—was
fought against by PLP-SDS, who
voted the motion down by a slim
margin. In the course of this
fight, they were forced to openly
defend the local president,
Charles Williams, who has never

i o

County and Municipal Employees

once advanced a program for the
winning of the contract, and who
refuses to even inform the ranks
of the dire state of negotiations.

In opposition to a strike, PL- -

SDS then cavalierly and on the
spot proposed a one day sickout,
which passed. This is a most
dangerous action for the union.
At this point, it is clear that the
administration is not going to
budge short of a real show of
strength in strike action by the
union. .

A one day sick-out not only
creates the illusion that pressure
can be put on the administration
with limited work action, but
also opens up the most militant
members of the union to vic-
timization at a time when the ad-
ministration would like nothing
better than to destroy the union.
The real meaning of PL-SDS’
proposal was that they had no in-
tention of ever fighting to win the
contract. As one 1164 member
stated, ‘““They are real sell-out
people.”

The CDC issued a leaflet poin-
ting out these dangers and calling
for a special meeting to reverse
the decision. It also clearly ex-
posed PL-SDS as standing in the
way of the necessary strike ac-
tion.

It was this that provoked the

. attacks by PL. Finding that

attempts at intimidation would
not stop the movement toward a
strike, they then moved to

(Continued On Page 18)
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NOTEBOOK

Organic Inflation

The ‘“Victory Gardens’’ that
the US government urged dur-
ing World War One under the
guise of patriotism to get the
working class to accept

rationing and starvation are

beginning to grow again.

The Nixons, of course, are
very much in favor of these as
one more ‘‘helpful” tip to
fight inflation—in addition to
eating cheese and buying less.
The latest to join the crusade
is Cornelia Wallace, the wife
of George Wallace. Mrs.
Wallace already has started
her garden at the Governor’s
mansion in Montgomery plan-
ting tomatoes, lettuce, cab-
bage, onions, peppers and tur-
nips. She hopes to get the
students in 278 schools in the
state to set up similar gar-
dens.

Mrs. Wallace’s message is
disgusting if not very subtle.
To save your country (profits)
don’t fight for higher wages,
don’t even bother to go to the

grocery store, just plant some

vegetables, get a cow and
return to the state of your
forefathers.

Fast For Nixon

George Wallace’s wife was
not the only one this week to

develop schemes to boost Nix- -

on’s Phase Three. The Cost of
Living Council whose edict it
is that wages will be cut while
prices are allowed to soar
issued a ‘“‘White Paper’ on
Tuesday. James McLane,
deputy director of the council,
didn’t say eat cheese or fish,
he just said don’t eat.

“You might try,”’ said

McLane, ‘‘something that I’ve
tried recently—eat a bit less.
I've joined a health club and
I've found with exercise you
eat a little less.”

This arrogant statement by
McLane, who obviously hasn’t
tried “‘exercise” on a produc-
tion line, was combined with a
clear statement by the Coun-
cil that prices will continue to
go up and will be much higher
at the end of the year.

Silver Speculators

It appears that the Pen-
tagon is having a problem
with discipline within its own
house. Pentagon officials
were in a fury the other day
having discovered that
thousands of pieces of
silverware are missing from
the cafeteria. Some estimate
it to be around 30,000 knives

and 29,000 spoons. They are
now using this as an excuse to
raise the prices in the
employees cafeteria.

The hoarders could very
well be the big brass, or even
Nixon, who is selling govern-
ment metal stockpiles in
order to stem skyrocketing
prices.
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MAY DAY. ..

(Continued From Page 3)

internationalist traditions that
the fourth and central theme of
the May Day rally will be
presented. This theme will focus
on the leap that must now be
made by the working class: a
leap made necessary by the in-
ternational crisis of capitalism.

If the working class is to sur-
vive and capitalism be defeated,
there must be a break
from the old forms of militant
trade unionism and a turn to a
political struggle against this
government. This political
struggle can only be carried out
through the formation of a labor
party pledged to socialist
policies. This is the fight that the
Workers League, the Trade
Union Alliance for a Labor Party
and the Young Socialists will
carry forward at this rally.

Preparations for the building
of May Day are underway. A
New York city-wide TUALP
meeting will be held, as well as
Young Socialists meetings and
neighborhood meetings in all the
communities to involve workers
and youth in the actual
preparations for the rally.

At the rally, trade unionists
and youth will speak and enter-
tainment will be presented. We
urge all workers and youth to
participate in the area-wide
meetings and to contrubute to the
rally itself.

ECONOMY. .

(Continued From Page 3)

Although the dollar strengthen-
ed slightly when trading opened
on the world’s money markets
Monday after a two week suspen-
sion, trading volume was very
light, with the big holders of
dollars staying away.

The real instability of the
monetary system was revealed
in yesterday’s trading, when the
dollar fell against the Swiss and

"~ French franes and dropped

sharply against the Japanese yen
despite the massive purchase of
dollars by the Japanese govern-
ment.

As the authoritative Journal of
Commerce was forced to com-
ment in today’s issue, ‘‘within
the space of two months, the
euphoria has been shattered and
has been replaced by uncertain-
ty, confusion over what is
happening and may happen,

| doubts the Washington has any
i real solutions, and apprehensions

that tomorrow or the next day
will bring forth a fresh crisis of
some sort.”’

> FARINAS ...

(Continued From Page 1)
peasants in Vietnam,
whose heroic fight against
United States imperialism
and its corrupt puppet
regimes has inspired a
whole new generation of
millions of workers and
youth throughout the
world, have been solved.

The ‘“peace’ in Vietnam is .

an imperialist peace, im-
posed with the aid of the
Stalinist bureaucracies in
Moscow and Peking and
supported by their
American cohorts, prin-
cipally the CPUSA.

The fundamental
problems facing the In-
dochinese workers and
peasants that gave rise to
their struggle and to the
imperialist war haven‘t
been solved. Neither have
the attacks on the rights,
and on the very right to ex-
ist really, of the American
workers and vyouth

diminished. On the con-
trary, they have in-
creased. But just as the
workers and peasants con-
tinue their fight for their
liberation so do the
workers and youth in the

"United States and the

other advanced capitalist
countries continue their
fight for their defense.

It is this fight which
must be taken forward to
the complete elimination
of the root of all wars, ex-
ploitation, racism and op-
pression: the capitalist
system. The fact that I am
being released shows that
this fight not only can but
must be taken up: that
only a principled, class
fight can bring victory. It
is this fight that | pledge
myself to with renewed
strength and |1 urge all
those that have par-
ticipated in my defense to
take this fight up also.”

AFSCME . ..

(Continued From Page 17)

eliminate two leading members
of the CDC, Perry and Liz
Tilleraas. At a union Executive
Board meeting, a motion was
passed stating that they ‘‘be ask-
ed to resign or legal charges for
violation of the International
Constitution would be filed.”
The supposed base for these
legal charges is that the CDC
revealed the date for the sick-
out, and therefore scabbed on the
union’s action. This is pure rub-
bish, an insult to the workers,
and an indication of how little
PL-SDS planned to even build the

sick-out. Every worker un-
derstands that no mass work ac-
“tion can be built secretly, and it
was openly discussed at the union
meeting by PL-SDS’ers
themselves that the plans should
be campaigned for in the union
newsletter which is distributed
openly at the hospital.

The CDC is going on the offen-
sive against these traitors in the
union movement. Every slander
and lie will be answered. The
mobilization of the hospital
workers in defense of their union
and its contract fight is well un-
derway.

Now Open!
Labor Bookstores)|

Baltimore—2202 Maryland Ave. Tues.-Fri., 4

pm-9 pm
Sat.-10 am-8 pm

pm-10 pm

Mon.-Fri

(301) 338-0777
Chicago-1325 So. Wabash, Room 305

Mon., Wed., Fri., 6-9 pm, Sat., 10 am-6 pm
Minneapolis-808 E. Franklin. Weekdays-6:30

Tues. and Sat.-10:30 pm-5:30 pm
New York-135 W. 14 Street, 6th floor
9 am-8 pm, Sat.- 10:30 am-6 pm
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Magee Says
Court Denied

His Rights

'BY BARRY GREY

SAN FRANCISCO—Ruchell Magee completed his |
testimony last week in his trial for murder and kid- §
napping stemming from the August 7, 1970 shootout §

at the Marin County Courthouse.

" Magee denied shooting

Judge Haley and - defended
himself- on the' grounds that
the courts’ systematic denial
ol his constitutional rights
left him no alternative but to
break out of prison.

When the opportunity
presented itself on August 7, 1970,
he took it. His only intention was
to gain his freedom.

As Marxists we must bring the
lessons of Magee’s case before
the entire working class, es-

pecially its dangers, as Nixon .

consciously prepares to drive the
working class as a whole to con-
ditions of slavery.

INDIVIDUAL

Magee’s testimony was ab-
solutely heroic. Nevertheless, it
revealed in the clearest way his
isolation from the movement and
power of organized labor. He
confronts the bourgeois state
seeing himself as a victimized in-
dividual, rather than the
representative of the working
class.

The fact that Magee has never
broken from nationalism effec-
tively walls him off from the

mass support that -could-be -

generated by a class defense, as

millions of American workers. }

enter into a life and death
_struggle with the same enemy.

- The responsibility for Magee’s
isolation must be placed squarely
where it belongs, on the
shoulders of the Stalinist Com-
munist Party.

The Communist Party began
its ““defense’’ of Magee by sever-
ing his case from that of Angela
Davis.

Their defense of Davis was a
liberal plea for justice from the
bourgeois courts on the grounds
of her innocence.

Nationalism was used to divert
the masses of youth who came
forward to take up her defense
into protest and reformism.

In every way possible the

UFW ...

(Continued From Page 20)
farmworkers’ organizing drive in
the Arizona lettuce fields.

The law makes picketing and
strikes' at harvest time illegal,
and provides penalties of one
year in jail and a $5000 fine for
carrying a sign reading ‘‘Boycott
lettuce’ outside a supermarket.

POLITICS

Precisely at the point where
politics has become a life or
death ‘question, the trade union
bureaucracy is betraying the
fight. Aycock has admitted to the
press that he feels the recall will
fail.

The labor bureaucrats would
rather surrender to Williams
than break with the Democrats.

This criminal betrayal must be -

fought through the construction
of a“new leadership to call a
Congress of Labor and build a
labor party.

Stalinists sought ‘ consciously to
use their campaign for Davis to

disarm the working class in the

face of Nixon’s preparation for
dictatership and the destruction
of all democratic rights.

Having stabbed Magee in the
back, the Stalinists have never
taken. a clear stand in hlb
defense.

In the latest issue of the
People’s World, the Communist
Party showers praise on Ramsey
Clark, the prosecutor of the
Chicago Seven, who has joined
Magee’s court-appointed lawyer
in order to cover up the class
issues in Magee’s case.

Magee, in order to defend
himself and the rest of the work-
ing ‘class against the govern-
ment, must confront the
Stalinists politically.

The Bulletin unreservedly
stands with Magee and demands
his release, and will continue the
fight to bring forth massive sup-
port from the working class and
defeat Nixon through the con-
struction of a labor party pledged
to socialist policies.

BY DENNIS FULTON

PORTLAND—The first
teacher strike ever in Oregon
began when 210 teachers in
the Portland suburb of
Hillsboro walked out last
week. Strike action was call-
ed in response to an attempt
by the school board to impose
a two year contract.

Officials of the Hillsboro
Education Association have
accepted the first year contract
offer, but oppose extending the
contract a second year with only
a cost of living increase to be
paid.

One striking teacher said ‘‘if
we would accept the second year
we would not even be staying
even. That’s not enough money.”’
. The school district attempted
to recruit substitutes from sur-

- rounding districts,

I A

Inglewood cemetery workers picket against wages of $2.50 per hour.

Cemetery Workers Strike
Against Poverty Wages

BY SHEILA BREHM
LOS ANGELES—The
first cemetery workers
ever to walk a picket line
in Southern California
now enter their fourth

including
Portland, but was unable to open
the schools.

Teachers unanimously defied
_reactionary state laws that make
public employee strikes illegal.
School board chairman Dr. Gor-
don Lind has threatened legal
reprisals against the HEA and a
mass firing of teachers if the
strike continues three days.

A teacher told the Bulletin:
“That kind of thing went out in
the 1930s. We've been here longer
than they have. We have our
roots here so we plan to stay and
fight them.”

POWER
- Another teacher said: ‘“This is
a non-tenure district. The whole
..group here could have been fired
today. There is only one thing
that keeps us from being

month of strike action.

One of 45 strikers from the
Social Employees Union said:
“We’re not only fighting this
cemetery, but the whole
Cemetery Association. We're
the only place that is unioniz-

Striking workers at San Jose Hospital rally to demand union recognition. Teamster drivers have refused to
supply the hospital warehouse as the strike enters its second week.

Mass Rally To Back Oregon Teachers

fired—power. Try to fire us, if we
stick together.”

Teachers at the strike meeting
called for support from state and
national teacher organizations. A
state-wide teacher rally was call-
ed for March 25. Teamsters Joint
Council 37 has sanctioned the
strike and union truck drivers
will not make deliveries to the
schools.

The Hillsboro teachers strike is
a first step to defend teaching
conditions in public schools state-
wide. The teachers must reject
the HEA leadership’s acceptance
of the first year contract offer.
There must be an immediate
meeting to adopt new bargaining
demands. ‘

The Portland teacher
organizations must prepare to
defend the Hillsboro ‘teachers
with strike action.

]

ed and so the Association is
throwing its full weight
against us. They fear that we
will show the way for other
workers to unionize.”

FUTURE

Hank Belling, 71 years old, said
he had worked for the Inglewood
Park Cemetery for 27 years.
Although he plans to retire when
the strike is over, he said: “I'm
here every day on this picket
line, because I'd like to see the
boys get a raise. There won’t be
any future for the younger
workers if they break this union.

‘“When I started I got 75 or 80
cents an hour. Then you could
live on that, but today you can’t
live on $2.25 or $2.50 an hour. Not
with the meat prices you can'’t. .
One thing is certain, the
cemetery owners will never pay
more unless we fight for it.”

CHRISTIANITY
The cemetery, one of the
largest, is in the process of being
purchased by the First
Congregational Church.
“They’re keeping us at below
poverty wages, all in the name of

AChristianity,” said a picket.

The strike has caused serious
hardship for the workers and
their families, and some have
been forced to find other jobs. In
spite of the difficulties, many
strikers told the Bulletin that
they could not live with the 5.5
percent wage limit, which es-
pecially hits the lowest paid
workers.

The strikers have charged the
cemetery owners with unfair
labor practices for not granting
wage increases and vacations.

ISOLATED

Many strikers feel that their
biggest problem and the reason
for such a long strike is their
isolation; and that if other
cemetery workers would strike,
tlcl'ey would be greatly strengthen-
ed.

One striker said bitterly:  “If
things keep up like this, we won’t
even be able to afford to be
buried.”



Editorial
SWP Props Up
Panthers Campaign

The deepening crisis of capitalism is exposing everyr

tendency which refused to base itself on a fight for the
political independence of the working class.

At a point in which every basic right of the working class
is threatened, the only defense is the political fight to
mobilize the labor movement and the youth in a fight for
power through the construction of a labor party.

Today the election campaign in Oakland in which Black
Panther chairman Bobby Seale is running for mayor reveals
the bankruptcy of nationalism.

Seale and the Panthers have come the full circle from the
days of militant anti-capitalist rhetoric to complete accep-
tance and defense of capitalism.

They have registered thousands into the Democratic
Party and are today participating in the elections by doing
everything in their power to underplay any identification
with the Panther Party and to campaign openly as
Demaeocrats.

This is a last ditch stand by the Panthers, who are in
collapse across the country, to esiablish themselves as a
respectable pressure group in Qakland with the support of
the liberal bourgeoisie.

Youth who are fed up with the capitalist parties are being
led right back into the Democratic Party through this cam-
paign.

A vote for the Panther Party is a vote for capitalism and a
vote to prop up the crisis-ridden Democrats.

It is precisely at this point that the Socialist Workers Par-
ty has stepped forward to offer support to the Seale
"campaign, plastering their own campaign literature with
appeals for votes for Seale.

This is the real logic of the social democratic reform
election campaigns opened up by the SWP. Abandoning
Trotskyism, they now act under the cover of a few Marxist
phrases to open the way to support for the Democratic Par-
ty itself.

The support of the SWP for the Black Panthers is the
result of their refusal to fight Pabloism. Abandoning the
fight for Marxist theory and seeking substitutes for the
working class in petty bourgeois movements, they are today
driven to defend the capitalist system itself, ‘

The revolutionary party will be built in the fight to
mobilize the working class politically through the construc-

tion of a labor party.
This requires a ruthless fight to expose those like the SWP -
who seek to head off this fight by revising Marxism.

Farmworkers Betrayed
In Arizona Election

BY MARTY MORAN

PHOENIX, Ariz.—A campaign by the United
Farmworkers Union to recall Arizona Governor
John Williams has gathered enough signatures on
petitions to force a new election. Spokesmen for the
recall campaign announced here last week that
more than 150,000 signatures would be filed on

March 26.

. The recall campaign
" demonstrates the kind of

strength that would come
+ forward with the construction
- of a labor party. Thousands of
' signatures were gathered at

enthusiastic meetings of

AFL-CIO locals throughout:

_the state, on Indian reser-'
~vations, and in the Mexncan-‘
Amencan barrios.

. Byt this strength is bemg‘

[’b’etrayed by the leaders of the
labor movement. Rather than

forward the recall through
independent mobilization of
| the mkmzchgw a labor

-

candidate, the trade union
bureaucracy is crawling to the
Democratic Party politicians.
With the full approval of UFW
leader Cesar Chavez, the can-
didate to face Williams in the
recall election will be Jerry
Pollock, veteran Democrat, who
proclaims himself the ‘‘can-
didate of the middle class.”
This is a complete denial of the
class character of the recall
campaign. The UFW and the
state AFL-CIO were forced to act
independently of the Democratic
Party when Williams signed into

"law a bill to smash the

(Continued On Page 19)
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;an Francisco City Hospital workers leaving the union meeting which voted unanimously for strike action

Hospital Strike Vote
Opens Pay Fight

BY MICHAEL THOMPSON

SAN FRANCISCO—Hospital and Institutional Workers Local 250 voted un-
animously to ask for strike sanction from the Labor Council, to be used if the
’ity government does not budge from its offer of a 2.5 percent wage increase.
The union is demanding a straight $50 per month across the board increase.

Service Employees Inter-
national Union Locals 535, 400
and 66-A, which represent the
rest of city workers, are also
holding meetings to reaffirm
the $50 demand and ask for
strike sanction.

The determination of city
workers to win a living wage is
creating the conditions for an all
out clash between the Alioto ad-
ministration and the powerful
San Francisco labor movement.

Already 30 x-ray technicians at
General Hospital have led the
way by striking and calling in
sick all last week. They are
demanding parity with

technicians in private hospitals.

who make up to $250 a month
more.

One hospital worker told the
Bulletin outside the union
meeting, ‘‘Alioto is hitting labor
one by one, little by little. Nixon
and Alioto don’t give a damn
about the little man. I say that
everybody must back everyone
else. Bring 20,000 miscellaneous
city workers to walk out, then
we’ll get everything we need. Br-
ing out Teamsters,
longshoremen, everybody, and
we’ll stop Nixon, Alioto, and all
the rest, and win.”
‘“The situation is bad enough that
people want to strike. Three and
a half percent is as bad an offer
as we’ve ever got.”

INSULT

City workers have been saddl-
ed with increases ranging from
2.5 to four percent in each of the
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Another said, «

last four years. Most workers
agreed - that the cost of living
made it impossible to accept
ment now. ‘‘Three and a half per-
cent is an insult,” said one.

The leadership of Local 250
tried to divert the overwhelming
strike sentiment of the
membership into pressure on
Alioto and the Board of Super-
visors. They proposed that strike
sanction be asked for in order to
‘““threaten’’ the city, not to carry
it out. Alioto is being given a two
week breathing space to try to
work out some kind of com-
promise.

Already some union leaders
have hinted that five percent
would be acceptable. But one
General Hospital worker
declared at the meeting, “We're
together, you can see that now. If
we go out there’s no sense in go-
ing out for an additional 1.5 per-
cent. We have to go out for 7 per-
cent or $50 straight across the
board. The Board of Supervisors
and Alioto are playing politics
with us.””

Local 250 leaders made a
vicious attack on the striking x-
ray technicians, saying the
technicians were disrupting the
unity of the labor movement.
This shows their panic in the face
of the breakup of their cosy
relationship with Alioto and the
Democratic Party machine.

Local 250 ranks must demand
immediate strike action against
city hospitals to bring out every
city worker around a program of
$50 across the board, full cost-of-
living escalator, no layoffs, and a
complete break with Alioto.

City workers must fight for
general strike support from the
rest of labor against any attempt
by the government to break the
strike.
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mobilize the labor movement and the youth in a fight for
power through the construction of a labor party.

Today the election campaign in Oakland in which Black
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days of militant anti-capitalist rhetoric to complete accep-
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They have registered thousands into the Democratic
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Hospital Strike Vote
Opens Pay Fight

BY MICHAEL THOMPSON

SAN FRANCISCO—Hospital and Institutional Workers Local 250 voted un-
animously to ask for strike sanction from the Labor Council, to be used if the
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Che union is demanding a straight $50 per month across the board increase.

Service Employees Inter-
national Union Locals 535, 400
and 66-A, which represent the
rest of city workers, are also
holding meetings to reaffirm
the $50 demand and ask for
strike sanction.

The determination of city
workers to win a living wage is
creating the conditions for an all
out clash between the Alioto ad-
ministration and the powerful
San Francisco labor movement.

Already 30 x-ray technicians at
General Hospital have led the
way by striking and calling in
sick all last week. They are
demanding parity with
technicians in private hospitals
who make up to $250 a month
more.

One hospital worker told the
Bulletin outside the union
meeting, ‘‘Alioto is hitting labor
one by one, little by little. Nixon
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last four years. Most workers
agreedthat the cost of living
made it impossible to accept
ment now. ‘“Three and a half per-
cent is an insult,” said one.

The leadership of Local 250
tried to divert the overwhelming
strike sentiment of the
membership into pressure on
Alioto and the Board of Super-
visors. They proposed that strike
sanction be asked for in order to
‘“threaten’’ the city, not to carry
it out. Alioto is being given a two
week breathing space to try to
work out some kind of com-
promise.

Already some union leaders
have hinted that five percent
would be acceptable. But one
General Hospital worker
declared at the meeting, ‘“We're
together, you can see that now. If
we go out there’s no sense in go-
ing out for an additional 1.5 per-
cent. We have to go out for 7 per-
cent or $50 straight across the
board. The Board of Supervisors
and Alioto are playing politics
with us.”

Local 250 leaders made a
vicious attack on the striking x-
ray technicians, saying the
technicians were disrupting the
unity of the labor movement.
This shows their panic in the face
of the breakup of their cosy
relationship with Alioto and the
Democratic Party machine.

Local 250 ranks must demand
immediate strike action against
city hospitals to bring out every
city worker around a program of
$50 across the board, full cost-of-
living escalator, no layoffs, and a
complete break with Alioto.

City workers must fight for
general strike support from the
rest of labor against any attempt
by the government to break the
strike.



