THE
~ FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL

DEVOTED TO THE THEORY OF MARXISM

 VOL. 3 No. & | - S NOV, 1937
f CONTENTS |
‘1~ TROTSKYISM: An evolutlon of the Left Opposition, the Inter-

"\

national Left Oﬁgositiou and the International Communist Lege
gue, up to the "New Turn", - 3RD PLENUM POSITION

2- TROTSKYISM & T. STAMM MINORITY POSITION
3~ THE NEGRO CONGRESS
4= COLLECTIVIZATION IN SPAIN

5~ DIALECTICS OF RIVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISN - 3RD PLENUM POSITION
6~ THE SLOGAN OF A WORKZIRS AND PEASANTS ‘Gévzmmazm % 3RD PLENUM
7- MARXISK AND SECTARIANISK -  3RD PLENUK POSITION

8« RESOLUTION ON SPAIN - P. EIFFEL MINORITY POSITION

~ : Published by ‘

REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE OF THE U. S.
2159 'W. Division Street Chicago, IlL

10 cents a coby - $1.00 a year

" Labor Donated




Irotskyian and an evaluation of the L ,0, ~ I;LGOo =~ T.C. Ty

I -~ Trotskvism

1- The political 1life of Leon Trotsky has three distinct phases;

first, from the beginning of his activity in the labor movement up

to the time he jolned the Bolshevik Party of Russla; :
Second,from the end of the first period up to the time of his so-

called "French turn™! S '

third, from the "French turn" to the. present day.

Of these three phases the first and the third constitute the two

periods of Trotskyism, a system of theoretical, strategical and
“tactical concepts characteristic of Trotsky and his followers, be-
~ longing to the category of centrism, :

2. Sentimentally Trotsky was always a revolutionists. He never
identificd himself with the Bernsteinlan revision of Marxism, the
theory of peaceful evolution from capitalism into sociallsm within

" the frameworm of bourgeois legalism. But while he rejected the

. theoretical basis of the reformist partiss in the 2nd Intl, he falled
to draw from their thecretical basis the concluslon thzat these par-

- tics can never be the instruments of the proletarian revolution and

must inevitably land in soclol natriotbm. Asg a reverse side of

- this failure, he did not recognize as a fundamental Marxian princi-
ple the need for a revolutinary Merxist Party, separate and indepen-

~dent from 2ll other partles, centrist or reformist. This twofold
failure was the source from which the Trotskyilsm of the first pe-
riod flowed, endeavors tc reconcile the reformist and Marxist curr-
ents in onc party. :

%, The powerful and merciless attacks Lenin made on Trotskyism
were undoubtedly of great help but it was rather empirically tha
Trotsky arrived at the conclusion that his position is untenable.

He rocognized the treason of the social reformist partice after
thzir betrayal of the working class. He recognized the need for a
new international after the collapse of the Second. He rccognlzed
the irreconcilsblencss of reformism and Marxism after sceing the re-
volutionary role of the Bolshevik Party and the counter-rovzlution--
ary role of the Menshevik Party. Belng sentimentally zlways a re-
volutionist, the head-on collision of Menshcvism and Bulsnovism,

. that is, sociel reformism and Marxism, in the Russlan Revolution
 left for Trosky no a2lternative but to abondon nls centrist position,
4 his ling of coneciliestion -nd to join the Balghevik Party. The first

- pericd >f Trotckyism thus came.to an end.

The sincerity and completeness 5T his acccptance of Marxism was fully
- borne sut by kis close exllaboratiin with Lenin, by the role he

- played in the revolution, by the splendid contributions he made to

. the task >f working cut tho theoretical foundations of the Third
Intl., at the first four conguecesss.
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the decay of capitalism. The-capitalist workd, ufber a perici of si.
balizatiou following a recess of the revtluticnary tids befeen 2927

~and 1984, vas plunged into a new crisis by tie ever grov.ng ard shin
" ening inhereat contradictions of the capitelist systew of produchion
* amounting to a permanens paralysis of the productive forces on o wom:
wide scale. for capitalism the twin lssues .us cf the cricis wred ’
internally, cless collshoration ih vurious forces (lew Dewl Leasur
Peoples Fronta) subordinating the working cluss to the bourgecis-e,
lowering -the standard of liviung of the toilers, or fascisu, un extmﬁ
‘mination of all independent working class crgonizacicns, the uniskst
dictutorship of the capitalist classy also lowering the standerd of
loving for the workers, becth class cclluboraticn wund fascisu strigin
i+, for.the achievement of ¥notional unisy® in preparation ror tne var,

. externally, a redivision of the wotrld, a new world waT.

In this sitbation’the Second Intl. continues to play its historiocal
~ role ap & brake on the proletariat, as a bulwark aguinst the prelebw
¢ reyolution. The Communist,Intl. completely Stalinized after tnt ex-
pulpion of the Left Opposi%ion; became subordinated to the forelgn ¥
icy of Btalint wmaintainance of the status quo of imperialisa, by ho
“...ipng in check the international proletariat, a poliay caleuladed t0 |
Cagsure’ the undisturbed wpplication of the thoory ¢ socdalisn in onef
country. - ‘ : ?
' . . ' .. ' ¢ .
After the German defeat Troteky was fully.ceavioced.that the Conunk
Intl. is hoplessly lost ws an ihstrument for the proletarian revo.t.
He declored his complete break with it and posed tha task of transtu
ling the ICL from the lmrxist faction of the C.I. into an indepeﬂa¢n§
revolutionury world party. He wede sohe abtenmpts in this Jivcctica
. the German kefeat weighed heavily on him. It sicck his confidence in
4, himself, in the ICL and in the masses. 48 in 1917 Fhe revelutionary
. upsurge swept him swey fron nis, centrist’position, 8o the curreny ai
retreat following the Gerwen and austrian defeats swept him avuy fre

the Marxist position back to ceutrism. -With the provosition of &ne
French turn, - a liguidation of ICL intc the parties ol the Hutuad ]
- he broke with Marxiswm and returned-to centrism.’ Thus begun the secol
period of Trotekyisw. . : |

' 5i Tor a-time Trotsky vacillabted cn the concretization of his cld J
ula, the merger of two parties in crder tu corkect both. For & Gk
hne was inclined to propose the—organic unity of the becond and o
a8 & means for reformkng both. Finally, without a clear~-cub Tei.o .
of the idea of organic unity, he decided tc cencentrate upcn v oo
Intl., the carrying out ‘¢f the "French turn" on an internaticaco %3

. .. ; . i '
After collaborating with Lenin in working out the application ul
in the =poch of imperialist wars and proletarian reveluticns, w’.of
ing identified for years with a revolutionary lMerxist party as o
i1ts outstanding leuders, Trotsky could not have madz his turn withe
creating a theoretlieul formula to gerve as a basis for reconciliatl

T
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his turn with Jrxiswm. He gave his theoretloal forsula ia the fulse
“evaluation of contemporary so¢cial~ternocracys, ‘ '

Since socikal democrucy is. waging an arrned sktruggle aguinst fasciem, 1L
is not what it used to be, its higtorical role has changed, therefore
all that is needed ig toget hold of it, guide 1t ausg use it as an in-
strument for the prolstarian revolution., The fallacy of this theory
lies in the all importuant fact that social democracy fights aguinst
fagcism to sgve bourgeoisie democracy, that is, it is playing under
different circumstunces, its old historical role. Trotlsky had to give
this false evaluation of social denocracy in order to justify his cldin
that entry iuto the 8.7, is a tactical quegtion and ws such, could net
mean the isolation of Marxian principles. But =- while the enbry itself
violated a fundamental Jhrxian principle, the independence of the reve
~lutionary larxist Party, it is the theoretical motivation from which
~further déviations and a complete break with revolutionary liarxisn
mugt inevitably flow. « : . : ' :

14 .,
: n

.6, The forms and circumstances in which Trotskylsm reappeuls, are dif-
ferent from those of the Pirst period. Its essence is the Baile. o,
‘as then, Trotskyism rejects as s fundamecatal principle of Farxism the
idea thut for the success of the prolehariun revolution the existence
of & revolutionary party «nd its independence frou all centrigt and
reformist parties is indespensable. 'fhen this Marxian priuneciple is
rejectcd, a break with Ibrxian priuciples on cther gquestions is inevi-
tuble, Gome of the mile-stonee cn the road awsy from Tarxisms

L . . ,

Defeatisum. ("Cur generation is toc weuk, for the everthrowv.")

Peuceful change of a social systems ("Counter~reévcluticnary can be
Cpescefully achieved,) ‘

A shift to a centrist position on revolutionary defecatis:a. o

%ﬁ&tdonm@nt‘tf the propositicn for u revolutionary party i the Hoviet

11101, : -~ : S

 Propositions for & review of the lLoscow trials before capitalist ceourts’

(an adpproach to the HXuutskyan theory ¢f the impartiality of the cuplbtul-

ist stute. ' B - .
 Trotskyism is a centrist mcvement, an abstucle on the roud to power.

3

"7 _¥1 0n the ILQ - ICL
' 1. The Left Opposition in its struggle against the block of the center
and the right wing represented larxigme. It stood for the defense of tT
“conguest of the October revelution. Tt stocd for the extensicn of the.
Ochober revolution: It demunded the industriulization of the Soviet .
Union for the purpcse of strengtheniug the dictuwtorship of the prolet.
- int ab @ time when the centrists and right wingers deuied auny possib’
.ty cf industrialization. For the safety cf the Soviet Uniom it relies
the internationul proletariun revolution while the centrist and the 1
wingers sought safety sguiust invasion and counter-revolutien in the
- pocd will of sooianl reformist leuders in the Aduropean countries, in
sgresverts and treaties with iumperialist governmeubts. It rejected the
fulse theory of socialisy in cne countrye. It fourhi against the subod -

‘ A ; ‘
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ination of commmist parbics to bourgeois lesdershiy, It fousnhl uguli ..
ine bureswératization of the party and the soviets. It fsf%?:‘iﬁ; t?& oCh
" iemocracy.und against the corruption of the mocial QQmFOS*“isagflw‘ﬁh Sox
" oarty. It had a Marxist program and a Marxist positicn ou at- ZoBRURL .

questionss It represented the Marxian trunk of the Cominteri. b sur
S . * ' ‘ ' oo - to
: " ; : - 5 ving the defeat of

2., A temporary stabilization ef capitalism, follewing > deteatb of
‘tﬁe??ﬁ#@&utiohary Proletariat of Burope (Ttaly;Hungery,Buly aria, Finlg or

" Germany, from 1919 to 1824) gave & new lease of 1life fer gygortuuxgmz Tn
and exerted a powerful pressure cu the dlock of the centrist und righ gt
* wingers in the Rugeian Comm.Party, driving it Bteadily to . the r%ght,g on
ke same time oreating a favoreble strategical position for it %n,th{ vi
% strugple aguinst the Left Oppositions It had ancther immense ad&anﬁa§
in the unique fact that it held the control in a party through which;
"dictatorsnip of the proletariut was materialized in a workers' BEatEﬂ'
.. These were not the cnly factors in-the defeat suffered by the Lelt Q&‘
‘ gition. Other factors were several fatsl tactical errorsi ;

“4e For a long time the stxuggle was carried on by the Left Qv@ﬂﬁlﬁlf}

“in the 8.U. as if the issues were nothiug but strictly internul puril|

affairs of the C.P. of Rungiam. ¥or vecrs, before it was crushed, it %

powerful enough to break through isoletien, to inform the as yet un- ¢

- gtalinized section of the Comintern ou the issues. It made nc gurious

Cefforts in this directiown; it falled, becauss it did nct cave, Lo ex%

- he_strnggle—ou an_iatermabienat-scal g Ve lumee-tbims s J.oebebir g

v which the Stalinist leadsreship of the Comintern remuée the lewdership

i of the various Sectiong of the Gomintern, replacing leaders of revelu~ o
! . tionary background and’ character with Bervile unprincipled bureaucrats

P B e S < | !'?l:'i%

~*b., A split perspective should have besn pcged long before the aﬂtua%“
~_ard the formal break was made with the Comintern. The wctual gulii, 1R
the form of expulsiona, begun'with the expulsion of the Luft Cppousitio
in Russia and was completed through a series of expulsicns in cther
ountries long before the German defeat, after which tne independence
the 'ILO was formally declared.’ The posing ef the split perspective
5 in order when the Comintern broke with Murxism on such funcoazatal
estions as the permanent revolution, the independence of the safety o
e Soviet Union and the establishment cf socialism in the Scviet Union
the international proletarian revolutiocn, the independence of the °
muinist party and the dictatorship of the proletariat, Instead ol 8
laration that Stulinism and Marxism are irréconcilable, that they cal
~live in the same party, it kept on pledging its loyulty to the ﬁaﬁ@
thing can.tear us away from the Party", "we need no scil cther theil)
f the Comintern", ‘*you can expel us but cannct prevent us working,
our party®, etc.) Thus, while the Teft Oppositicn in rewlity wae |
cing wwey, wes moving away from the-fewintern, it had & fales per-
tive in respect to ite orgsnie«flonal sitatus, contradicting the

uplity. This contrgdictioh becams & source of coufusion, an cbstacl
ideological und orgunizafiodh) ory¥Mlization, This perspective of
erence to Mthe Party” atimff JENQE, Wndigh-aontradicted by the actu. |
- . . . . " . ’ B g ’ - - ‘

'
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precess of breaking away from the Couintern undassumption of independy
ence, cculd nct but be cenducive teo large scale capitulations. This
rerspaciive of reforming the Comintern even afier the Comintern broke
cempletely with Imrxisi and the Teft Opposition mctually broke with the®
Jouintern, slowed down the process of getting up-independentvrevolution~
ary partics amidst world events demanding the utucst speed. It pave
support to conservative leuders of the Cannon type in their registance
to independent action and it drove inte false channels organization of
great prcmise such as that of Urbans and Landau. It was instruments in
preventing the crystalization of the Left (ppesition in the Soviet
‘Tnion into a new communist party; illegal and underground in the circ.
gtanfies. It prevented putting the forwation of the Ath Communist Iat.
on the order of the day. It prepared the way for the reappearance and
victory of Trotskyism in 1934. -

Trat %e the explanation for this gruve error and the long persistenc.
in 1t '

T'wo wain fauctors must be taken intc considerution, an cbjective suk
supjective. :

Tre ebjective factor: Bf the struggle would have tuken place iun a A
revolutionary party existing bn the soil of capitalism, a marked dev.
tion from MNarxism would have posed almest autcmatically a gplit per-
srective. Not Bo in this cuse, where the babttle-ground was a Workers!
Jtate and the party was clcsely interwcven with the dictatorship of the
preletariat. In such an unprecendented cups 1t was nct wn easy matter
tc forsee that the purty cunnct be saved Lrowm degeneration and & split
is inevitables ) : SR

Trhe subjective factcrs The leading stretum of the keft Opposition con-,
sigted, with very few exceptions, of old Rolsheviks, fcunders and build-~
ers of the Tarty which lead the Russian proletariat to victory aud vias
the main crganizer of the Ird Tntl. Their whole.belng was one with the
party whieh snccessiully jefeat:d miny serious deviations from Murxism
.nd reestablished Marxism as-@a guide te action in the periwd of imperigl-
ist wars and proletarian revolutions. For them it was nbt .an easy
matter to pcse & gpiit perspective in guch a partys Keennere of fore«
sight was easily rlupnted by precicus traiitions. and deéparocheatiqyalty.
Pelitical acumen; wihile 1t was easy to make the error, it was gifficult

%o correct 1it, , ~ . Co

. Trotsky's membership was not sc long-standing but 1t should be t@ken

. intc censideration trat it was under the jeintg leadership of Lernin and
himself thut the party led the revolution to triumph, he was cne of

the fcunders of the ¢.1. and he nade valuable contribution in forma~- *
lating the principl&s;embadied in the theelsg of the first four cou~-
pressesy Lt was not entirely the resurrechion of his cld ?ﬁcllnatan

. to reform that prevented him from poring A split perspective, thougl.

it may have had a gubcongeious role in the struggle, SR

L emcdimes .

"
)
E

A

¢. Tue to the firet errcr (not extending the struggle ocn an interna
. ticnal eeuls pbt the veryw beginateg) the Left Opposition was caughg
© an bhe vise cof Ghis contradlctions,the‘struggle in the largest oad
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dominant section of the Comintern matured to the point of & Frand,
while in the other sections the lssuss were CLsCUIS aﬁuwi%?r;”3~’?*¥ﬁ 3
foughb out therefore a split was out cf the quesiienm. = I% S¥E¥ . nl
contradiction,andeven up the unsven developmens ¢t %in 8L¥uge - 3 B
formula was deviseds faction of the Comintern, Insixs Whiw T Ne |C
outside where it can't be helped. This fermylay fass-ng ?E?,f};?m‘ﬁ”" g

Sowsl Tron

spective, contradictory to the actual process, ?eﬁ%wﬁ‘n 9“}“
shioh the Left Opposition could not easily extricabe ibsu.i.

. . i .
cationas inaepent-

The correct tactic would. have been - comrplete organi €
N ri}nc"‘

ence, independent role in the class s truggle, as the main 1ive; Fouce |
tion work within the Comintern with & spiit perspective a3 an auxi.ian I
fo the uwmin iine. The. aoctual break begun with the erpuls.cer 0 Iae i
L.C. in Russie and was cowpleted leng before bhe Geruon defeat: i
d. Angther grave error, of wnich nothing or very little wus gaily baG |
béen commitied in ithe sphere of crgunizations Here the orgunizationa. | i
asps et of Tostslyism ran wiid, For yoars ne infernakioms) centeT was of )
garized. Trotsky,the individual,was the substitule for it. Al.er & ]
center was organired, it piayed the role of & rubber stamn iustead cf §
belng & core of collactive ieadership. It was dependent on &d respcng |
wible to Trobrkye o |
For years nc international confereuce was called. R
Yo provositicn,no discussions,no decisions Wy the cactions. Tecigions § !
were made by Trotsky,proclaimed,unot to the crgunization but te the puif
1is in general, coumitting the orgunization. i
Tustead of a closely knit organization,purely personal, individual
connections. #
All prineiples of democratic centralism were constantly vieclubed. ,
. Such organizational methods,typically Trotskyiat,could met but . revent
?pe‘correction of the political errors, mor than that, they aggravated]
e M : ' 3
é gumber of othar errors must be recorded. luintainance ¢l a Plock Wit
s ﬁ~l.grogp at the price of a prineciple concession,-a sourca of WE L KNG BEE
Contradictions in political prognosis,-failure of the B year plan wiill
weaken Stulinism, the success of it alsc will weaxen Bdas i tes ony Trid
aftexr the L,0. was defeated. Thermidor years before Stelin'e 4ine was
adopted and so cn. 3
In spite of all these errors, the L.0.-ILO-ICL was & Lurxist cur-|
rent, the only Marxist current in the Iuabor movement in the pericd cf
1924-1934, It represented lurxipm, as pointed out in p.1- Againat overy
whelming odds, it carried on a bitter struggle aguinst reformiso ani ¢
centrlgm. It orystalized itself intc a Marxist dpwoeiticn al the very
begiuning of the C.I.'s deviations from lurxism. It widened the rift bf
tween itself and thé 8.I. us the deviations becaue more und mere fundes
mental, When Marxism was comple tely abundoned by the C.l., itsctunlly |
broke with the C.J. It was tcc slow to realize that the C.I. is Lost §
as an instrument of the proletarian revolution, bui when “thut-reali-. |
z?tlon came it abandoned the fictive status of a "facticn of the C.1."
3: Eas‘spl}t when Trotﬁky togethEx with cther leaders, recciled from b
erormous task and after a scjourn of 17 yeurs in the Jarxiot movement,|
reverted- to Trotskyism, to the role cf reforming reformism.

| R .. N
- ‘“2"_,‘ I 3 -, 5 an
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Stautement of the poinks . of agreement and disagreements ‘drawn up after

the submissiocn o ments. to the PolCom Sublormittee by comredes

- Basky and-gtumn, with the aim of providing the framework for the dig-
" cussion of the gquestion and looking toward the clariflcgtlon of the

question and the resplution of the differences. .

Points of Ag._sement
I
Importance of the Problem

1. Our primary aim is to bulld N party. Nene exiata ln~¢has aounﬁmy,
nor in any other ocountry. .
2 . Trotskymsm is an obstacle to the constructlon of such & party., It °
. & unigue gerug of opportunism. The central axis of the revigicnism cf
. the social democracy wag the state. The central axis of Stalinist
revigionigm is the intermational character of the proletarian revolu- |
tion (nationalism). The central axis of Trotskyist revisienism is the
- revolutionary party., But with its predecessors, as it develops, it iu-
~volves or will involve all spherea of the cluss struggle. To combab it -
;‘zg must know it not only im the preaent but in its geneaza ‘and evolu~
Olle
? 3., Our movement, as an crganizatlon, originated in the 'movement led by
- Trotsky« It meparated from Trotsky's movement over the gquestiop of
. the Xiquidation into the 2nd Intl. In spite of this separation it may
; not have beam able to rid itself of Trotskylst influence. It is,
~therefore, an ifportant task for us to invemtigate cur ideclogical
..and theoretical inheritance to determine whether are in it, and if
“thereara to'correct, errors, weak pOlntS in our theoretical siructure
%zhiuh, under some future strefs, may cause it to collapse, as was the
- Sate with the Trotekyists, and daraml our movement from Marxiasm to
,oppartuniam¢ .
i : How the Pramlam Axoaa.

i

il; The problem arcge out’ of our split Irom the Trobskyistst In the
. firgt period of ths struggle - the formation of the Jeft wing in the
, CLA and in the WP - we fought against Trotsk¥ist political and orgen=
izational liquidation to reeptublish theoretically ag the yprincipled
- bapis for the organization of the Marxists, Lenin®s line of the polie
t tioal and organizational indeépendence of the revolutionary Yarxist
y party e Gbnerstaly\the 8 of the line for which we fought wam the
in&ependence of ‘the inte tional Communigt Lquue and -the creation
~of independent Communist ies and an independent Communist Intl,
gthe Fourth Internationaly the e-againgt which we. fought was, ligui~
ﬁdation into the Becond Internatinnalf S .

;2» In the second period of our struggla~ the formation nf the Revolu—'
‘tionary Workers League - we have been fighting to establish our line
tin action in the class struggle and make it the basig for building a
@revolutianaxy Marxiam organization, This was & loglcal. and necessary
extengion of our line and hag resulted in new theoreticul contribu-
tions and taocticee. The struggle against the Trotskyists has been oon-
‘tinued both internally and externally around two axest capltulation

‘




.its parent body,

;_‘new orientation of Trotsky«

" was made by comrade Biffel who submitted.a document te the PoiCom

-y .

.ola A study of this question, of necessity, hus t¢ be un tccasion
‘for us to apply and test theoretically the principled line of ILenin,

to reformiam and sectarianism.

. ‘4. ’The first comrade to investigate the problenm was cquaqe Cehle
' whe submitted & document to the PqolCom in Deceuber,1935 which he

‘Stamm who made a verbal statement of his'position to the FPelCem in

‘ag the International Left Oppesition, in the light of Lenin's iine |
.%8.1t was or should have been applied te the circumstancez and

' 38 logd ' : - ptruggle thut'g
3. It was jaal and necessary ab a.reault‘of,thg 8 16 lut Y
Teague should utilize its new standpoint to investigate its origin,
5 to determine what errors and weaknesses prepared ;

the majority to accept 80 decipively and in such =& quick time the

withdrew at the request of other meubers of the Pclcem‘wﬁc wan?ea
tims to study the gquestion and his documehts The second nvestigat

in June or July,l1936. The third investigation was made by comraie

e e G

January, 1937. As a result of all this-work the PolCom appointed a
subcommittee of Basky;3treeter and Stamm to study the questicn and
gubmit & document to the PolCom for the plenums This is, therefore
the fourth investigatiom made into this important problem.

gtandpoint from which we appraasch the. Rroblem.

¢

for constructing the revolutionary party which, it is our contention
we huve succeeded in reestablishing in theoretical and practical
struggle against the Trotskyists and.all other revisionism.Concrete
ly our provlems, therefore to measure the line and course of the

Left Opposition, as the Moscow Opposition, us the Left 8ppesiticn,

conditions which the Left Cpposition confronted, to determine:
as wWhether the line of the Left Oppositions as it was wecrked ou i
und developed in struggle was an applicatien of Lenin's line
- the new historic circumstances whick it confronted;
. bi if it was to determine what the shcertccohings were which prepul-
for the debacle of the new orientation; and, in that case,whal
~ shotild have been donej o |
ce if the line of the LO was.not an application of Lenin's line,
~ to determine what its line was; and to account fcr the genssis
‘and davelopment of the linesj ' :
ds in the event cf o to say what the line fer the orgunization of
. the Marxists and the defense of revolutionmary Maurxism, the pro-
letarian deatatorship should have been~ concretely- in the "
-given circunmstanSesa.

i

-

| SRR - ,
2. The standpoint from which we approach the problemare the princi-

.iplgs'pﬁ Marx*whicy Lenin applied tc the present epcch in the con-
‘gtruction ol 'the Eolshevil party and the CI. For our purpose we mey

condenge his conception inkc the 7ing formuli
rdense his oo gr_ 5 a tri fgllowing formulgax )
S ihe period of the decuy of werld capitalism, the epdob
‘ ofAlmperlallst wars and preleiarian revolunhionssy
bd In this period the independence of the wosking cluas depends ob
. ittt
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. purlcival and organizational indépendence of its vanguard, the

revolutionary Marxian partys . '

c. The party is constructed by the unification of the Iarxists
through their political and orgunisational separation from
opportunism. ' . -

/' d. The same applies to the purty after its construction in the event
5 of its dbreek with larxismj

. Ea ghe unification of the Marxists proceeds at all times oun the.

‘ jine of their independent agitation of the workers and thelr
rgonization for the overthrow ¢f capitallsms : '
%he application of these principles essuwes numerous tactidal
forms. Thése tictical forus ary made necemsary by different and
¢ranging cbjective circumstances. But each tactical form must Dbe

£

i & coucretization of the principled Iine, not a cover for the

% &pplication of an cpportunist line er a wedge for its introduction.
? 3. In evaluation the course of the Left Opposition we must bear in
\ mind that we, like it, confront in the Soviet Union and in its Stalin-
ist degeneration, new sociul forms, new problems for which there are
?Tno precedents or analogies in the world's history, which are nct fixe

" put are evolving, are in contiuvuous motion, and on which the final wo
has not.pesn sald, The principles of Yarstism upply to these pheno-
- mena of society e well as to the phevomena of caplitalist soclety but
L witn nrofound, practical differences which must be slearly stated and
orveifured in our evaluation. .

The Bvaluation

Beth comrodes Bueky and Stamm, as their separate and this- joint docu-
ment show, are in agreement in'esgsential regpefts cn the periods frow
L1957 te 1517, 17 to 24, 24 to 28 and 34 to date,. Pifferences cn the

N firsé two p.riods and on the lust have their importance but are net

% wita, for this invistigation. Both the points of agreewent and of

. ¢isssreement therefcere, are omitted from this joint document, whereds. .
| tre substance of the agreement of the pericd from 1824 to 28 is :
L irciuced. : - . o

=
o

1. The Yoscow Opposition under Trotsky's leadership continued the

% struggle which Lenin, with Crotsky's help, began in defense of the |
¥ conquests of the Cctober Revolution against the oppoepiunist policiles
. Stalin and thé growing bureaucracy in the CP,8ovieis and other

g institutions. ‘ e :

3 ) v . N ‘ N
2. Tnasmuch as the CP controlled the Loviet State the struggle within
¢ the party, was, of necessity, w struggle over state.pglicy; ard ines-
%*much 28 all social forces in scviet scciety were compelled to sqek

| peiilical expression through the CP, profeund and ‘prolonged differen-
| ces tud to develep inte class lings, reflecting through the prisa of -
tis vorhy, the struggle between the capitalist and goviet sectors of
enyiry  ond the struggle of the classes in the BU. Such & struggle,
te.2rc tore, nod to develop, at some point into a struggle for control .
of thg state, for etate pover. ‘ { «

\
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3. The Joscow Opposition bﬁmun ites struggle on a h}gh&x rlun §hag
that on which Lenin spened itl Opportunism‘und buraauarufv Gt wde
“vanced. On the theoretical side the Opposition way egquul be £ ing
It made new con%tibutions te larxism around the bxg'lssges gf e 4
- in the -Soviet Urion and in the capitalist werld. This wvas, IRt
8 concrete application to new prohlems and oi;cumst@nc§s cf the Liy
of the Perwanent Revolution. Thie was the busis capitax of ghe Cupe
-sitions It wag a ifwrxist force representing the interegts oi the p»r
letariate It wnalyzed corrsctly, during the struggle, its ewm role .
that of bre Sielinist tendeucy and the latter's wlliue.

4. Thereas Lerin had already appealed openly to the ﬂo?1§t&massia
through the press against the bureaucracy, and the Sta%1n§sussia;te-
. his death, fought the Iloscow Opposition openly in the uayxet precs
. and stave institutions and in the CI, the losccw Oppesition fcugg?
" only.as a national, inner-party faction. It wanted to aveid a STLit
& violent struggle for pewer and the possibility, thereby, cf civil
‘war and imperialist intervention. Its over-respect for parﬁy‘lygal
. 1ty prevented it from extending itp struggle outside of the CFSU to
‘the CX and to the workers of the SU. 48 a result, tc avoid exceed-
dcg the bounds which it set for its fight it made a serieg cf capi-
tulstovy . concessions to Stalinism such as disavéwal of Sastmun's
exposure of Stalin and the resignation of Trotsky as Commisear of ‘i

S5« The contradiction between the political and tuctical linus efktﬁ&
lloscow Opposition increased as the econcmic and sccial struggle in
the country and abroad developed unfavorably for the proletariat, us
workers democracy was strangled by the growth of the beurgecis aspacts
of the'Soviet state, and as all this found its reflection in the

struggle in the CPSU. The result wag that while the Opposition wus .
forced te extend its struggle to the werkers in the SU the previous
tactical capitulations were extended inte a capitulatery vein munifes-
ted in the principled concessions to Zineviev and Kamenev in the Lro-
grem of the Left Opposition and in its policy fer the Chinege Revelu-
tion, resulting finally in its deliberate retrest from CPen LuSs COilw
fliot with the state and party apparatus and its couscious lack cf

resistance to its suppression, aucunting cbjectively tc capitulatioh.

6. The struggle of the oclass lines reafhed a culminstion with the
events immediately preceding and in the 15th congress c¢f the CPSU ]
in Dec. 1927, and the 6th Warld Congress of the OT in July 1926,Three |
miin aspects may ba distinguisheds '

; as« The betrayal of the Enhisl workers in their General Strike, and %
the betrayul of the Chinese Revolution;

b. The split in the CPSU by the expulsion of the Left Oppesiticn
the_arrgst and exile of thousands of its leaders and members, its
deczmgtlon.as an orgenized foroce;

cs The endorsement and adoption of nationalism and revisionism us
the Yrogra, of the CI and the Soviet State at the 6th ‘orld Congress
of the CI by the adoption of the Thecry of Socialism in one County.
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7. These events uyJethgr marked: | . '

. B Thy victary of gbalinism over Merxism, of ‘the ropresentatives .
of. the intercets of non-prol ebarian and anti-proletar ian forces. in -
the SU end of the world Dourgeoisie sver the representatives and

interests of the pril etariat; . . ‘ : S ,

. \’D.’ The eogtablighment of tfle T agondition for the definite retro-

pression I Joviet gociety towarts capital iem; V
. 9. The triumph ef "bourgeols law" over wor kers democracy in the
 .Boviet stato; ‘ , , : o

' 4, The transformation of the (I into an inetrument of the retro-

grosaion of 8Soviet sowisty, an instrument for checking and fighting
proiebarian revd utione in the capitelist world, for the disorgani-
zation of the revclutionmary workses, for their gystematic confusion
bty the dipsemination of revisiomism, for the liquidation of Marxism,

2, The Left Cpproition predicted the historic congeqiencés which
vould follow from the adoption of-the thexy of Sogialiem in One -
Jourmry., 3But it misjudged the soonomic policy which wag lngtituted - -
én the heels of its oxpulsion as{__a pz:ftial ::or:c eo:'lb”i_fcndogh‘ghg pggz |

/s bas 1 ! Pirot rositd 8re Boviet:
RV e SRR R e 0L SR E T e S SRR Yhhe per spactive
o2 a fwther such ddvascs which it midd depundent on a further "oorw
Yeotion" which it, in twn, wad dependent on the same causes and the .
séme palicy by itwealf, It continued to suppert the (I as a Marxist :
varty, sslled upen the world working sless to support and follow it,
fought as befars, to change its polioy by criticism and propaganda -~
;;vim the perepecgcive of reintegration into it, : |

¢, At the same time it extended itself inmto a rumber of oountries on
#ix continents, In this extonglon it mede the ceptrel axis of the .
%«iatform of each mational section en uncriticel regtatement cofthe -
legues as defined from 1934-38 indl uding the errcrs wade, ignoring -
the decipiveness of the events which Llmsediately preceded the <ea—"
tion of the ILC, and adding oriticism of the havoe wrought by Sta-
»inism in each coumtry, The same perspective of changing the pal i
5y of the BI was imposed on each section, as was reimtegration into
the CI.. In no cage did a section make its axis the application of.
¥ e principl es of the Left Opposition o the problem of agitaving
and organizing workers for the overthrow of its.fown® bcmg?giglf’l‘ }
Pclitically independsnt action in the class strugghe Whe rejoec 8L£D
‘ncompatibl e with the 1ine of the Left Opposition and the palicy
‘he creation of a Fowth Internationsl was condemned mtil 1934,

y - "the an ation, Por

' 0. Grave errcrpg were committed in the gphere of organizasloll, ZOL
“*:faa:rs no internstional center was organized. Trotelky tk}e ;'.n:d;.w.dual
fce the substitute for it. Affer a cemjer was organlzod 1% ket ayggm
Fhe Tole of o Tubber stamp instead of boing the core of & ool 90BIYR
1 eadership, It was dependent on gnd Tesponsible omly ©o re mode by
tears no internationsl conference wag ocalled, _ﬂecimonsge; "'Z{e |
Protgky and then proclaimed, not to the organization, © s tion P
E;bl {c in genardl, omitting very often notice to ¥e o i%anf'”f;—tcnai

netead of developing a closdly knlt organizatiom, PUWELd L0 Fl0 .1, /
Indgividual xrelations were. established, M1l principles of vated phed
}enj;yalig woere viclated. Thess organizatiunal errors aggrs . 7

arT org.
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Twpprodched the maasbes directly much earlier.than it did, It shou g -

B L

. Stdlinigf ovthe perspective of 6liminafbin§ it 1ike all other .wanifog
4887100 of caplbal s through the &dvance to .
o rof tho succese of the proletarisn revolution in other countrisy. If
s dereated, they shoul d nave begun the organization underground of a
LAonew Gommstaiast Parsy, o ' S | S

SGhe comiedies,)

B Lot %o overthrow the Stalinieb burocrsoy,

. Organizationsl ‘indspendence, ' day

!

1
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11. The Left Opposition in the CPEU shoul d have declared._tii:é,t Stalin.
lem ang Marximm are irreconcilebl e; that they cannot live in the same
ar t¥; aghoul ¢ have- sxtendsd its flght into the entire CI; shoul 4 havy

have pressed the etruggle in 1926-27, when it involved the masser, %y

" "1%s necessary condl usions, even if it meant an crganized maes gtrug- .
~gle to oust the 8télinists Irom comtrcl of the state and the porty.

1t v;ctp;,iom, i1t woul d have hagd to cont inue. t'he'. atr Uééle againg
Socialiom on the Lanis

T E

 POINTS OF DISAGREENENT

.~ (The following are the mein points of ‘disagreement in the posi-
tions of coiuradss Beeky and Stamm. Ae can bé seen from the fdllowing,
the dif ferentes rovdlve sround the. eviiuation of.the ccuras of the It
from 1938 to 1834, Thore iy no difference over facts. Jlmp.rtuni im-
plicebions flow from the differences. These ere drawn seperatd.y by

After 1928 there stood on the or der
of the day the palitiocal reva utions

~to pregerve the property relations as-

AU : " tabl ished in 19 718 and to reguiore

B o -7 worker's democracy, to reestablish the

mU ‘ hegemony ' 6f the proletariat iin the all

-ance of the prol etariat and peasantry

on which the praletarisn.dichatoraship

Tested and reestabl ish the polisy of

- worl 4 revol ubions as ths program of

the Soviet -gtate, This woul d have been

* ‘the conorete apypl ication of the 1iue C

- R - permamént revalution to the new highor
S “econditions.

L o« 7« The ILC réjected thig comﬁe»
fter 1928 the oorrect tad After the degeonération of the OI i

%10 woul d have been: ocomplets -1938, there sbood on the order of bhed

pend o the pol.iticel perspactive of the
Andependent rdle in ths class - 4th Internationsl and the. struggle 1o
-gtwu%%'l. 6, ap the main-line,” "“"build it by politivelly and organiza-
iraction work within the Com~ tionally independent -selien in the
intern with a aplit perspeo-~'' dlass struggle in.the capitelist coun-

. .%lve as an auxiliary to the © #r: nd 1 " n
\ [ meinline. . i Vo ke - ies and in the BU, Fraction work in:

_%he 3nd and & d with a split per speoct!
"as an-auxiliary sphers of mctivity.

. . fad
- 3

A’,.
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The pergpeotive of refor
the Cominbtern even after thﬁig
broke cougl etely with Marxzism
and the LU aotually broke with
the CI gl owed down the procoas
of setting w indopenddnt revo- -
lutionary parties, = It was in-
Atrumental " in preventing the

arystallization of the LO in the
SU in%o a new Communigt Party.

It prevented putting the forma-
tion of the 4th on arder of day,

- which was the defesat

13

STAMM

The rejection of ‘“chisv cour se-in. tie

glven ciroumstances at that time (38
33) and the continuatioen of theceurse
of_a*party opposition meant that it
had the pergpective of vietory for the
}r dl etariat under the 1éadership of
thé 0, the necessary ?recondifion far
] of Stalinmisn by
¥arxign, Henoo the axis of the 1ine
of the ILO was anti-Stal inist. It mads
the ILO a tail of the Stal inisw nvt,

The ILO~ICL was a Marxist
ourrent in the labor mw:%zggt

Formally the line of the 0 was
continuation of the line of the LO,

in the period of 1934~34, Against But the qual itative changes in ¥he S

overwhal ring odds 1t carriel on
8 bitter struggle against refor~
pisk and centrism, It & ystal~
lized itpelf into a Marxist op-
position at the very beginning
ef the CI'g deviations from Mar-

viet gbate and the €I changed the li:
of the LO qualitativelys, The line of
ref orm of the OI becaums the lins of
transférming the degensrated end de-
generating instr ument of the werld
Yowr geoisle and the non~ and antiwpro-

‘xiem, It widened the rift between letarian forces in the SU intoan in-

itealf and the QI as the devia-
tione beocams more and more fun~
damgental , Yhen Marxiam wag oom-
pl etal y ebandoned by the 0I, 1t
aotuslly broke with the 0TI, It
wia too slow to roatize that the
CI 418 10st ag an ingbrument of
“the prolevarian revdl Wion, but
when that realization vame 1t
abandon the futwre status of a
"faction® of the O,

otC ument of prdl etarian reval ution,
(Referm of centrism or reformism into
Marxism) The line of being & party
epposition, rational ized theoretioally
Bg 8 new pﬁenomenon justified by his-
$oric oircumstances, sxten®@d to six
continents, invol ving ep 1t did the
rejobtion of the line of polivicelly
indepeéndsnt action in the dass strug-

gle, became a line of thecretical and
practical sectarianism: I¥ asserted. -

the theoretical sud vrganizational
compatibil ity of Nerxlem and sectar-
janign, The shift from a struggle to
preserve the CI from Stal inist dogdne
sration to anti-~Staliniem marked the
goparation of vhe siruggdl.e againsh

opportunisu as a ranifesbation of oap-

{talism from the totul line—~for the
total Line, and hence a falss line,
This' course la’d $ic baslis for capitv.
lation to 8baliniem, +to reformism. A
a rosdt, t&g IO was & vevisionlgt
centr ist, seciaiau moverent, I¥s o
jective Tdie wau Yu preveny workers
breaking wibh §udlinien and the 3nd
International from building a revdl:
tionary Marxian movemeut, ‘

i o
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& ’ .

If the struggdle weul d have teken plasce The formation of the ICL
in & roval ubionary party in 4 capitaliet was a result of the impaot
-spumtry, it woul d have posel the syl it of events and widening g.ulf%\L
perspeoﬁive al most Auiondsiocwlly. In this bvetween Stal inisuw and Trote

0age, the battle graund was a workers skylsm due to the degencra-
stete and the party was dlosely inmterwow tion of Steliniem, Fallure
ven with $he dictatorship « the proleta- to uncover and correct anti-
Tilat, It ls not an eapy matter to fareee Stalinist 1ine did not enshle
that the party coul d not be asved and that I(L to reestablish Lienin's

& gpl it was inevitable. - ‘ line for instruction of the

IThe swbjective feoter, The leading reoveék ubidnary party., Heuce

siratun o the LO consisted with very'few . it did not jranecend its cen-
exceptions of dl d Bol sheviks, founders and triast origin aud nust be get
bull ders of the party'whiohied the Rua~ down as easentially an at-

- slen prd etariat to vietory and wag the tempt to £ind a new chanael
main orgapizer of the & d Imternationsl. for the struggle to defend
Their whole being was one with the party  gtal iniem,
which sucdbesfdly defeated many seric s
deviations fror Marxisw and reegtabl ished
Marzism as & gulde to aotion in the period
of imperisl ist wara and prol etarian re-
valutiong, Foar them it wag not an easy
matter to pose a gplit perspective in
suoh a parsy, Kesnness of foraight was
saslly bludted by precious traditions
and deep-¥ovoted loyalty., Political aou~

‘men, While its was easy to make the er.

Tor, 1t was difficult to correct it, Trot-
aky” @ merbership was hot so 1long~standing
but 1% shoul d be taken inte consideration
that’ it was under the Joint 1 eadership of
Lenin and Troeteky that the party led the

- revelution %0 triumph, He was ons of the

founders of the Ol and he made valusble
contributions in formil ating the prinode

e . £ the firgt
Ploug 3’3%0-032‘-9%? § ew'g.%ega gn‘birfa‘ly.t‘ﬁ

resurrection of his ald ind ination to
reforn that prevented him from péding 4 '
spl it perspective, though it may have had i
& subconscious role in the astruggle,

, . - {
(Comrades Basky and gtemm submitted separate doouments to the Pe
Buroomittee on Trotskylem., Then they submitted the above document
of points of agreement and disegreement, Cozrads Basky interprets
the points-of agreement in the light of the line of his dooument whioh

¥

¥as adopted by the Pd dom and Pl enua ag their position, -

] i
- In the voting on positions in the Pdl com and the Pl enum, couwrade
Stamn defined his position s 1) the points of agresment and 2) the
points of ‘disagrepment listed under hig name, which, together, are ths
“dubstance of ,th/el ine of ns documens,) ,

et
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§HE SECOND NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS

.. The Second National Negro Congress which was held in Fhiladelphia from the very
beginning to the close was dominated by the Stalinists and thekr petty-bourge ois
Negro organizations. The Stalinist and Socialist line wns the samees It did not
2w-: 44ffer any from the other petty-bourgeois Negro organizations presents The only
fight waged by the Stalinists was over posts. The only political struggle was cone
Iducted by the Revolubionary Workers Leagie, Although we were on insignificant
» minority at one place in the Sunday Oect 17 sessions he 1din Orchestre
Hall we were able to get thir attertion on 2 class struggle issue.

One of the ‘delepaties of ¥He ‘TAundfy Workers Union,most likely o Stalinists made
o stetement thet the bosses are not the friends of ths workers. Using this os ‘an
opening of a speech comrade Roberts showed how the class struggle on the economie
field must be tied up with the struggle on the political field. Roberts pointed
oubhow the class struggle must be waged with the purpose of ow rthrowing the
capitalist governm ntse ’

On this basis when our representetive made a motion tlet this congress go on
record for the class struggle,and the overthrow of capitalism as the way to over=
throw this lynoh governm nt,sndthe creetion of a Workers Government the only kind
of e governw nt that can grant sconomic,social,ard political equaliby the mowion
was loudly spplaudeds The great furor however,came vhen the Stelinists gave
a typical reformist speechs " We support all those ropresentatives friendly to
lsbore” The only vote opposed to this line was our votee ‘ ,

Mary Stalinists tried to creat s lynch spirit against our representative bubt
w  unsble to work up the crowd to ths point, . :

The Congress camothelp the Negpoes in obbtaining ssonomia,political and social
equality,instead it will objectively help tighten the noose of the lynchers and the
cepitalist govemmentes The Congress was in reality o Peoples Front affair.

Tt was for the defense of the fonstitutions By sgreeing to the decisions of the
state cencuses the Stalinist end Socialists agreed to support the Wall Streed
Consitiutione C mmmRRRSRAKRRRRRRRE o n T s

The following leaflet was issued to the delegates of the Congress held in
Philas, Oot 15«16«17, ) : ' :

% 1ABOR 1IN THE WHITE SKIN @N NEVER BE FREE IF IABOR IN THE BLACK SKINE IS
BRANDED ==~=-=e--- Kafl Marx

THE STRUGGLE @R RACIAL EQUALITY,that is economie,political and soeial equality

. in the United Ststes is similar to the problems whioch confronted the Jewish people
i Rmssia. before 1917 The Czar and his black hundreds incited agaimt the Jewish
People and organized pogroms,thus hopping to divide the working olass in order to

. prepetuate their rule over the entire population, In thhe United States the capitale
{sts and leandowhers also try to divide ‘the worlsrse One ofits weapons 45 Jim Crowisme
The capitalists try to incite white workers sgainst Negro workers in order to .

%supress both white axd Negro worle rs md poor farmers
The role of the American Const itution

The Congtitution of the United States is based on the oppression ofthe working
olasse This wery same constitution was based on the slavery of tk Negroas,indenture
slavery ofthe whites end wage slawry for the rest of the toilerss Nothing cen be
@ ined by smmending this camtitution as was shown by the 13 ‘the, and 15 the, :

Amr gidmentss These camob be carried out under capitaliam. Only by owerthrowing -
tn nsoitalist system and ihs constitution @un the woking class emancipate itself
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and thus give soonople,political and soelal equality to all worker s and poor
farmm fs,colored ag woll a8 whites

The role of the Oepitalist Parties

Although the Negroes ate "Freed" from ohattel slavery,thé ompitalist utelige
$he most brutal ebtasks upon Negm worlbrs and sharcropperses Through governm nt
agencies Neg oes are framed up on trumpéd up repe chargesi And in addition th -
uking lognl chanmels to prosecute the Nekro masses the capitalists and landoweners
‘orgenlze lynch mobs. Since the Civil War.over 5,000 Negroes have been lynched :
in the United Stetess Neither the Republican nor Detworatic Parties have really
tried to stop lynchings Under the rule of both parties lynchers have had free
SwayeAs e matter of faot the lynohers are members ofthese partiess

a ' The role of the Comminlst and Socialists Parties
ard the Ng“A.C&Pu

Naiéher of thesge two paﬁﬁ‘eb“ serry on & struggle for the interest of thy
Negro massese The Socialist Party has never carried on a mass struggle ,afid
instead kave oarried on a shem battle by trying to have the l3th., and 15th,.,
Ammandment carried outeBut as long as the capitalists control the states Negroes
can naver obtain squalltys The Communist (Stelinists) Party which once carried
on & struggle far the 9 Scottsboro bays handed over the def mse to Lieborwits
a mmber of the Demgeratic party,the lynoh party of the South, And now im truct
1ts mambers in the & uth to join thispartye During the Ethippian invasion,
Stalinisn,sold oil to Mussolini who murdered the Ethipoien massess The above
two parties as well s the NaAuhe C.P. are for me king the main struggle center
eround legislative measuress The experience of the past showe that such e-struggle
can enly lead the colored masses into a blind alleys Whei in practice means to
help the lynchers tighten the noose around the Negro masses,

What 18 the solutions

Instead of relying upon the espitalists or reformist parties the Negro
me gs08 mast wage & revolutiomry struggle as did Nat Turner and John Borwns
The Negro masses must unite not only in industrial unions, sharcroppers unions,
unemployed organizeations,but must alsc help 6reat a revolutioary party which
will lead the maseps for the overtlr ow of capitalisme

Join, the Revolutionary Worksrs Leagueof the United States andhelp us
build suc¢h & partys : : ‘ _

2159 West Division StreetmChicagos
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Barcelona, May 19, 1937-98

COLLECTIVIZATION IN CATALONTA

The July uprising brought with it workers control and seizure of -
the factories in those narts of Snain where the fagcists were de-
feated, A few months later these seizures were collectivized. The-
se new economic forms have been heralded as a great economic tran:
sformation, as gigantic stens toward socialism, and as proof that
canitalism has been overthrown, .
An analysis of these new forms reveals a élfferent.p%cture. It sh-
ows a contradictory vattern, of the great possibilities open to
the nroletariat, and what the leaders of the working class sctnal-
1y did with these new found weapons, The working class did its sha
re, They established workers control of the factories where ta® b~
gses were sabotaging production, And in the July upriss they s:ized
the factories and dispossessed those of the exploiters who h=d not
already fled, And for 2lmost a vear now, without proper centx+iized
coordination, with the Generality sabotagé, even within the frome~
work of the capitalist moce of production, these workers heave urove-
~ed that thev know how to run industrvy that they can do this far '
suverior than the capitalists. . L :
But the.organizations of the working class and their leadership
have failed miserably, The leadership fail ed to distinghish betw-
een workers control »f factories and workersg control of production,:
between "planned" economic local autonomy and planned economy on a
national escale under the workers rule, between collectivization un-’
der a bourpeois state and planrmed economy under a proletarien state,

In other words,the leadership has uniome what the worle rs eccompl-
ished on the road toward the overthrow of capitalism,

WORKTRS BEIZURE UNDTIR DUAL POWIR & COLLECTIVIZATION UNDTIR ggg&GEOIS
From the July uprising to Sentember 26, when the CNT<FAT and POUM - '
tntered the Generality govermment of Catalonia, the workers control
of the factories rapidly pas-~ed over to the seizure of the factories,
This was carried thfough under the Anti-Fascist Militia Committess
and itg Central Committee of 15 in Barcelons. This control snd seiz--
ure was cerried out under the developing forms of du~l nower, In this
veriod the govarnment of the Generality, the bourgeois state, was po-~
werlags, end throush its impotence was forced to "sanction" these me-
~ ‘msures. v L : S : e
- Bv October '4th, the CNT-FAI and-the POUM, as part of the bourgeois
gFovarnment, agre~d to liquiAate the AntiFascists Militia committees,
A f2w weeks later, on October 24, 1936, with the liquidation of the-
developing dual power the Generaiity passed the decrees of collectiv-

.ization, thereby rubberstamping what the i '
“ty forcé against the Generalitg. 3t the vorkers had carried through

Firat, the bourseois liquidated the wolitical organs of dual power,
anAd next they trangformed the econnmic orgsne of the workers into
thelir opposites by the decree of collectivizastion,thereby liquidata-
ine the real Aanger of the further developm nt of the workers control

anA? szizure of the factories., = : S
Workers control and seizure of factories under develoving organs of
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Aual power, and workers conirel and enllectivization after the 1li-
quidation of the Anti-Faseists Committees, after the decree of co~
1lactivization, after the rehabilitation of the bourgeois state by
the CNT-FAT and POUM are two entirsly different th.ngs, elthough -
tha forms look alike, The first was stens toward ths overthrow of .
cavitalism,snd the smashing of the statej the latter 18 the canal- -
ization of the revolutionary mass vressure within the bourgeols

framework, :
| THE BOURGEZOIS CFARACTTR OF THE COLLRCTIVIZATION DECRES

We have already pointed out the meaning of collectivization under
a bourgeois state, which gives the workers "eontrol" in name but-.
not in content. This is the framework of the decre=, which 1s so
worded that the bourgeois trade the workers the forms for the. ecow.
nomic cortent. - '
The collectivization decree, with bourgeois foresisht and a "detail/
ovarsisht on the vart of the CNMT-WAT and POUM? Aoes not in any way: .
change the fundamental vproverty rel ations of the capitalist mode-ef
production; nor Aces any of the Laws promulgated by the Valencia and
Barcelora "Revolutionary "Workers Governments" alter the private pro
party laws of Spain prior to the ovarthrow of King Alfonso. :
The PCUM presented three amendments for the Decree, two of which "=~
were not accented; therefore. the-POUM did not vote for the decree,’
But the FOUM amendments did not alter the decree fundamental Ve ?&F
POUM emig Aments i&faaobtéd%wwoﬁld 31l leave the qegrggﬁgé;Sigfta
¥ : italist mode of production, Beln 5 O
gﬁiﬁ;ﬁggg ggvg?imgig, he lping liquidgte the Anti-Fascists committee -
their economic measures of necessity fell into this category. The:
only left amendment the POUM presented was the proposal that the: bo-
urgeoisie take over the seizures of the workers with no compensatien
for the former Spanish owners. But this amendmnt under cepitalism
ggq without the uvprooting of capitalist property relations means nos
lng‘ "™ i Ll . 7 ) . i et
The POUM represented abstained from voting., An opposition vote would
have caused a governmental crisis, and far be it from the POUM lea
ders to cause & govermmernt al crisis in the bourgeois Generelity.

SPTCIAL FTATURES OF COLLICTIVIZATION

A1l industrial &nd commecial entervrises with over a hundred workers
are collectivized. Those enteroriges with 50 ~100 workers cen be eo
1lectivized upon the agreement of three-quarters of the workers., " »:
Smaller establishments canb e conllectivized with genaral agrezmant,
In 411 parts of Catalonis, in the manufacturing establishmenis,in the
retail stores and the transoortstion facilities, the stcmp of the co- -
1lectivization of the individusl establishme nt or the trede union
stamp cen be sen., Everything is painted "red", leaving the impression
that the workers are in full contrnl, The workers in the enternrise
have united and togethar exolnit the esteblishment, This local aute-
nomy lesds to all kinds of contradictions., When some firms exhaust
the credits the fleeing canitalists left, they are elither defunci or
at the mercy of the banks which are "regulated" by the bourgeois
state, If annther esteblishment mke s excellent prafits there is noth
ing to stop them from expanding and to start up a new collective,hire
- workers, and exvlait them,
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Each collective functions at its own risk, In many industries where
there is no central tie-up each factory has its own difficultiess .
For example in the textile industry., Although the industry is supe .
posed to be syndicalized: instead »f collectivized, each plant has -
its own problems, When factories were geized snme had modern mache.
inz2s, others antiquated, some had large stncks nf raw mterisl. and
funds in the banks, and nthers nomne., This enabled s>me textile mills
t> increrge wages while nthers were herd pressed and needed State
aid., In the_same industry‘it was possible t» find different stand-
Aards, »f living depending uvon the economie’ status »f the industry
under this local autonomy.colleetivization,

E TN )

SYNDICALIZATION o .

1arse industries inherited from.the resctinnary and fascist for-
222 wzrg orgénized'on a netinnnl scale, ?his_eongentratlon, whaghaz
eliminsted 1lncal autonnmy they eall syndlgallzatlwg because the- Usime
{nns enntrel production. The svndicalization is mainly concentreted
in the Public Service divisinn, Because of the previois monopoli PO~
aiti’n of these industries in comparison to the nthers, the workers
obtain 2 higher standard of living, Here there is.n> eompetition, .~

cos are regulated ond wages ean be set sceordingly. X r e eem
p%%e %re@e unﬁgnvcontrol of each industry is -n¥ son enlarged form of»

he collectivization of each factory and establis hments., It resuits
gn a narrow outlook and competition between the different industries.
Secialist economy demands planned economy with one centralized con-
trol of the individual parts. A :

NATIONALIZATION OF THE BANKS. : e -

h T

Liquid assets are essential for planned economy, This calls for ithe
nationalization of the banks; otherwise, the collectivization and

syndicalization can be dominated by the local bourgeoisie and impes s
erialists. In Catalonia and Spain the .economic decrees in no.way ».. »
take care of this fundamental question, The banks are regulated, but

more entiquated methods are used than by the leadin
rate capitalist countries, v Ading and even second

PEASANT TCONOMY

Although Spaih as a whole has 18,740 proprietors occupying 22,250,000
:% theFEO,iBB,OOO acres of iu%t%i§ted'land, in Catalonia there.are.a
. ber of small holdings, ST
%%gsigggzbégtgﬁgs were divided among the peasants after the July up. '
rising, snd when the new bourgeois govermment with the CNT-FAI .passed
the collectivization decreés and sent anarchists around to replle et
ivize" the peasant holding, mfny of them were killed. The peasantis
insisted upon keeping their sme 1l. holdings., - R
Although the landowners heve been ousted, planned economy in those
areas of Spain where large gcale farming oan be carried on is stdid
in the formation stage, and under the Generality of Cataloniz and
the Valencir Governmént of Sp~in will never be realized for the pro-
letarist's interests. ' : '

FRL N R SN
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w09EE0TS PLANNEDY TCONOMY | -

The Collectivization Decrees coordinate all of the economic activity. ...
gf the countrv under the Counril Economy, which is in turn under the..
_eontrol of the bourgeois Gererality Govermment of Catalonia, Under thig
Y get up the workerg run the industries, produce and Jdistribute the pro-:
" ducts, and the capitalists CONTROL the entire structure and iTs ecomom--
“ ic direction., It falls entirely within the framework of state capit- -
alism that any bourgeois government In crises or war wonld resort Loy
gevecially when the proletariat is knocking at the gales, T
The 15% wage increase and reduction of hours carried through after the
July urriaing was more than taken care of by the 30% or more increase

ir nrices after the oromulgation of the Degree of Collectivizatiecn.
he aim of the democratic bourgeoise is to subordinate the proletar-
ist through the Peoples Front to orevent a proletsrian revolution in
order 1o stave off the fascist bourgeoisie from taking power, .
mhe liguidation of the political organs of dusl power, the econowmic ..
measuree of "collectivization", and the bourgeois military comtrol at
the front are three gigantic steps to stifle and behead the social rev..
olution,
) P ¥
gince the workers think that these collectivizations are “soclalized!'s
ingtitutions, and since their leaders tell them that there are no- wore
sapitalists, thev are in a position where strikes are considered dedr-:
{mental to the "workers' state, In the war industry and other auxilii-
sry industries an increased exploitation of the masses is carried throwf .
under the slogan, "to win the war', : - o “
The Stalinsits and Socielists openly support the bourgeois positisng.-on
war measures in the political, economic and militery sphere, The .CTw-
YAT talk ageinst it and act for it, and are agents of the cepitelists in
the workers ranks, The POUM le=adars covar their treachery with MsrXlen
phrases, and like all the other ptrtfes of the L ondon Buro play thelr.
sbecizal role in beheading the proletarian moygement. B
Yes, workers control of PRODUCTION is needed, the seizure of faclories
‘is essentiel, collectivizetioh is a step forwsrd in tran81@19n econumyy
Towsrd socialigt economy; the t rade unions must play a decisive pert in
“the wamsiing of soclety-but 21l this means nothing withcut the emashing.
“ of the bourgeois state, without political power in the hands of the pro-
letariat, without the nationslization of the banks, without the monopoly
- of immoris and exports, without planned economy, Aand i thout a revolut-
ionary Marxisn varty which can safegu=rd and extend the sociel rTevolut-
ion to other perts of Turome and the world, ' | .

~

g



i DIALECTIC OF REVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISM

1-Political line- To transform imperislist war into revolution(eivil
war), This ig an immtsble prineiole of Marxism.
‘9-Thig is facilitated by military difeats :
2-Work for the militsry defeats of "our!" own imperialist army.
4- Work in gll spheres of socizal rel atlons, .

a-Economy: strikes up to workers .control of production and seliz-.
urg of factories, ‘

b~ Politically: nrovagands, Aemonstrations up to soviets and arm--
ed insurrsction, ‘ : | | ‘

¢~ militery: fraternization on a revolutionary program and soviets
(does mot include sabotag®, vnsuccessful mwilitery strikes, degertions,
se 2 policy) f ' S
5. A1l thls contributes to military defeats, S
6-As trsnsformation into revolution procesds-which means thae appearsnce
and development of dual powery bourgecisie may resort to active militar ¥y
defeatism to erush the rising revolution in which cmse milltary defense
of the workers side of dusl power against the foreign imperielists and
the domestic imperialists promotes The transformation of the imperialist
war into a revolution by expsnding the workers side of Aual poweT.

SLOGAN OF WORKERS AND PEASANTS GOVERNMENTS

Govermment of workers and peasants ls a proper slogen in countriss where
the majority of the povulation ennsista of passaniry, providad that the
glogan hag the content of the dintrtorshin of the proletariat es agalnst
the concept of & coelition goverment of warkers and netty bourgecisgie. -
(demoerntic dictamorship of wokacs snd pegsants), IRy
M* ¥iFfale Reccomend to coiwention that it reject slogan "For a workers
and peagants goverrment” for all countries including those with a peas.
ant mejority &s oprosed to the concept of the dictatorship of the proli-
etariat, ’ ‘ , :

v MARYE M AVD SECTARTANEMW = o
1-¥arxism and secterianism are {meomoatibl e theoretically politically,
and organizetionally. o / .y
o~ This is tue ot all times and under all circumstsnces, e
3. ™ha root of their imcompstibility is the rrincinlad need of the Marx-
{sts to mct &s a politically and organizationally independent force in .
the clabs struggle, _ : ~ ~ . : ‘
4. Whenever circumetsnees places the Mevxis? momentarily in a position ol
1golstion they muat meke the, point of Acparture for their struggle Lo gut
out of their isdol=tion on the princinled 1 ine of tha theorstic i end org.
cnizational irreconcilebllity of Mevxlem »0d gectarianicm. A
5~ Organizationnlly indenendent politicrl cppositionism to another move.
ment{ieft oppositionism) is lmpermisssbls ms a line Por building & nadls
ionsl or international revolutionsry Marxist movement. ‘
6~ These daviations are =lweya present in ome form or the other iun a
Varxist orgeni-otion, To daetermine when such rerches the pointw of a
furdsmontal revision so the ovrganization is no longer Marxisn cen nnly
be determined by & concrete snalyses of each such arpenization in Pele
atiom +n its historieerl and objective surroundings, .
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e prrastene: ——

The events in Spaein have put cvery orguwnizabtiou teo the test. e
have to admit thet we have not stood it. DSeeing this, our first
cand forewmost duty is to study the roots of our lailurej our S8G- .
ond duty is to aduib. ocur failure in all frankness before the nat- .

~ionald and international proletariate Ogly thus NONS b G T O i

- R : ~ . . SYeaye 0 '¥ : *
habilitute ourselves. ag a Tarziest vangBiel. odg

;The following resolution is very fax from being & sufficiently seaxw
ching annlysis of the real significamce »f the eventm in #paib amd,
of our attitude towards thems Lt aims t# be nothing-.more thap a
first adimigsion of our failure in the face of these events, and an
introductiocn to the discussion which the whole organization rust

- at this lete hour begin immediately. ‘ ’

The evolution of the position of our organization with respect te.
the events in Spein has followed on the whole line which seeus -to
indicate yhat underlying all our uistakes there is a healthy and so~
1id Marxist bases that line of evolution has steadily, although heg~
itatingly, moved away from the initial false position and has prog-
resgivély approached a correct ones But this process has been exc-
~eedingly slow and to a large extent shame-faced or even unconscious.
Not once during the past seven months, the most crucial months not
only in the recent history of the proletariaty but of our orgenlz-
ation as well, has the question of the correctuness or incerrectness.
of our fundumental line on Spwin been squurely posed by any of the
leading comrades as the life or deuth guestion for our organizations.
Those who, like comrwede Eiffel, had from the very begianning fundane
ental differences with the majority of the IC on this questilon, but
did not muke this difference the center of a principled struggle Ifox
a different line, have failed to cwrry out one of the npst element-
ary duties of a leading members

that thele is at bottom & really Marxistbase in our organization,

our initlal failure and the false manner in which we have subsequent
ly corrected it in part, are grave symptoms of the yowth and imiaf-
urity of our orgunization. I¥f the orpganization pulls through this
crisi,i.e«.analvees to the bottom its failure to meet a historical
test, and corrects it completely, it will be essentially & new orge
anization, having outgrown the weaknesses cof its childhood days. X%,
will then be one.of the very few organizations on wn international ‘
'scale that have withered the Spanish storms In fact it will be stron-
er than-before, asg are thcse who are capuble of correcting themselves.
even when that correction touches the very essential ef their posit-
iong ) .

“Thile tg§ gradual evolution of our line on Spain seems to indicate

The essential significance.of the evemis In Spain is this? the woxlk-
ers? reaction 4o the attempt of the bourgecish, te shift from eorwul
tion to brutal oppression, induced the latier vc enbsrk upon o usy

road of driving the workers off their class. line, a method nevexy ve-
ed before in such a thorough and sysiematic matterjWaRi The struggle
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in Spain began as & civil wer, but wae repidly converted into & chp~
italist, A¢e. 8n lmperialist wars The whole strategy of the Spans
igh and international bourgeoisic has consisted in carrying this ¢t
transforuaticn through without a change in outward appearances and
without the workers of Spain and the world noticing ite To wchiave
its end, the bourgecisie had by ®1ll meana at ite disposul to keep
alive the belief of the workers that $hey vere fighting £ox their.
own class iaterests, L.ee that it was a civil Wals

Those who did not recognise if: tiue this trangforimtion hed alréady

. tuken placef{who saw it only after nuny mouths)} or who did not rad-

icelly chunge front the moment they recognized this{again we belong
to this category),objectively played the game of the bourgecisgies
Radical vorker,! erganizctions which combated the open forus of -
clogs betrayal, but who at the sawe time prolonged, the illusions of
the workers that this war hud thing %o do with their class in-
terests, that it was "at bottom® a civil war, were in fact indis-

.pensible to the plane of the Bourgeoigis., The most concige Torns

ula of this objective support to the Spwnish wnd vorld bourgeoisie
is contuined in & lewflet published by the 10U in the second half of
February, thet is in the goventh uonth of the war in Spains YThe
Spanish working-class must nurch together with the Yeople's Front
agaiust france, but must prepure to turn their guns agaiust Cabm
allero to=morrove '

Sy

'Po suy this at a tiune when we had ulready understood wud declared

opeu;y that civil war hud been couverted into fnperinlist ver, 18
the very opposite of what larxists have to tell the workers dur=
ing imperialist vrurj Sabotuge! ¥ruternization with the Yeneny"l
desert] Revolutionury defeatisml Turn imperialist war iunto civil
war! ~ It is only necessary to coip.re theae sloguns of the Marxe

' ispte during the worldd war with our glogans, to see the full depth

x
1

"
Y

of our fuilure to analyse the situation correctly and to draw the
correct conclusions from it. To spsuk of imperiulist var(voginn-

ing of article in Junuury nusber of Fourth International) wnd then

to end fhe sume article with the stutsmenty 91t is necessary to fight
at the front® - im proof thut we really did not understund what¥inme
periulist war" meuns in Jarxist languuges Tho following words(in

thut article nentioned) sound revolutionurys, but in rewlity wre

left support to the schemes of the bourgeoisie, becwuse they try to
bring together vhut never can he brought tegethexj cluss wary und the
inperialist ware (v,,if power is not congolidated in the rear, s the
fight at the front ig transforued into « fight to deiend priv.te pro~-
perty eto etc.” ' :

It is obvious that pover can be vonl{for it is & question of winning,
not %consolidating it) only by strictly class methods, employed bolh
fn the reusr and at the frountj strikes, gabotage, fraternization, des
ertion, revolutionury dafe.tisms But not one of their sloguuB Vg
ever raised by us! lilthout them our slogans for the creation of mov-
iets and the estublishuent of the dictutorship of the proleturiat
{sbstracting from the guestion of the exisltence or non~existence of

& class purty of the proletariat) objectively had the suile effcct as
the slogan "Turn irperialist wur into civil war®VITHOUT 0 GLOGAN -~

Fd
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——- DF RIVOLUTIONARY DEFEATISI,~ @& point we had well understood theor-

" etically and ‘even made a central point im our pnopaggqgg , but Whlca
we failed to apply ini PRACTICE when the first historical test caue,

" In factiwe did not even raise the slogam *Turn dwperiulist war iuto
civil war®, vhich would probably have led us to the logical conelus~
ions# if this &8 the task, then we must be for the defcat ol the Poo- ¢
ple's Front armies just as well as of the %rmies’of France s

,'.-!"a ' ’ . % ! : : '

. Burming up we have to admit that we,just as those we have oritmcxse@ )
have fu.llen vicrims to the attempt of the world bcu?geoisyeﬂto uge Lﬁh.
war in Spuin in order to drive the proleturiut off ite cigar’ claps lins
and’ that iit reality we have acted only &s the leftest of the left in

: the camp of those duped by the bourgeoisie; .forgetting during a period

i of months to mention even once the fundajental class weapon of the pro-

I letariaty STRIKB!{ Ve, who had built our whole PROPAG.NA on the questlm

~of the indepence of the prokedariat from the bourgeoisie,

%how to concretize this ides-in PRACIICE

did not ki

Wiy
e ! . . o
e e . .
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