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Miners strike back - Kinnock runs

FIGHT TO THE

The blazing barricades lit by the 5,000 strong mass picket at Corton-
wood on 9 November signal the determination of the striking miners
to halt the latest ‘back-to-work’ movement and regain once again the
initiative in the power struggle between the NUM and the Thatcher
government. Five mass rallies have been called by the NUM Execu-
tive in key areas to prepare the striking miners for a fight to the finish,
as well as to counteract what Arthur Scargill calls the ‘vile prop-
aganda of the media against the strike’. 3,000 attended a mass rally in
Edinburgh on 6 November. And significantly the battle of Corton-
wood toox place the morning after the mass rally in nearby Sheffield.
4,000 miners, their families and supporters crammed into Sheffield
City Hall with an additional two thousand in overflow halls. They
heard Peter Heathfield, General Secretary of the NUM urge them to
‘stand firm, remain united and together we can weather the storm’. By
Monday 12 November, barricades had appeared throughout South

Yorkshire and the miners were defending the

bricks and petrol bombs’.

The miners’ strike is in a critical phase.
A whole series of NCB/government
measures over the last few weeks have
been deliberately designed to exert max-
imum pressure on striking miners and
their families. The breaking off of two
sets of negotiations, the settling of the
pit deputies’ (NACODS) threatened
strike, the offering of huge pay packets

Ilves with ‘stones,

to encourage scabbing, the sacking of
hundreds of miners who have been con-
victed in the courts, a series of High
Court attacks onNUM funds — have all
been coordinagg:l at the highest level by
the NCB and government in an effort to
demoralise and weaken the strike.

Labour leaders attack NUM

But the pressure on the strikers has not

ANTI-APARTHEID MOVEMENT AGM

THE STREETS

ONFRONT THE
CONFERENCE

Anti-imperialists and anti-apartheid activists scored significant political
advances at the AGM of the Anti-Apartheid Movement. Despite attempts by
the AAM leadership, ably supported by Fleet Street, to isolate supporters of
FRFI and City of London Anti-Apartheid Group, they were unable to prevent
two resolutions proposed by City Group supporters being overwhelmingly
carried by the AGM. One of these motions insisted that the fight against apart-
heid is inseparable from the fight against racism in Britain. The other called for
the organisation of street activities, petitioning and an increase of work with
trade unions, political parties, black, youth, students, women, gays, disabled,
and pensioners groups. That is, the politics already guiding City Group’s work
and which had been attacked by the AAM leadership. The passing of these
motions severely undermines the backward notion that the fight against
apartheid is a separate issue unconnected with oppression in Britain.

Sixteen contributions from FRFI and City AA — demonstrating a broad spectrum from
pensioners to black youth, from Labour councillors to communists — pressed home the
point that what is needed is a campaigning, anti-imperialist Anti-Apartheid Movement.

No one should imagine that this year's AAM AGM was anything like its predecessors.
The hall (changed at the last moment to accommodate large numbers) was packed for
the central debate around the motion condemning the AAM Executive for its divisive
attack on the South African Embassy Picket Campaign. The debate was allowed 1 hour
and was the first motion of the day. It was around this motion that the AAM leadership
focused its attack on City Group and the RCG.

Moving the motion on behalf of City Group, Bradford AA Group and a group of six
RCG supporters, Carol Brickley gave the history of the SAEPC’s battle to win back the
right to picket on the pavement outside the Embassy and its decisive victory against the
combined forces of the British police and the South African embassy. She went on:

‘We did not expect the Anti-Apartheid Movement to take the rap for what we did, or
indeed to necessarily join in. What we did expect, and | believe had a right to expect,
was that the AAM would not condemn us.”

She pointed out the broad forces involved in the campaign who had been drawn into the
AAM as aresult and their justifiable anger at the Executive’s statement condemning the
campaign. These forces, she said, were the future of the movement.

At the end of the debate what counted was numbers, not open or honest debate. The
motion was defeated 416 against, 210 for and 11 abstentions. The ‘ultra-left’ takeover
(their term for criticising the executive) had been defeated. The emergency was over, for
the time being at any rate. see page 3

JOHN HARRIS/IFL

. are now facing very severe

only come Tfom theNCB and the gov-

ernment. At crucial moments through-
out the strike the leadership of the TUC
and Labour Party has intervened in
order to force the NUM into an un-
principled compromise and, in particu-
lar, to undermine the position of Arthur

Scargill.

CHRISTMAS FOR THE MINERS

inour communities and we
are trying to provide a
Christmas party and each
child with atoy,soasnotto
Christmas
unhappy for them. | trust
comrades will appreciate
the huge task we have
ahead of us and the short
time with which we have to
achieve our target. So |
like to ask all

Dear Comrades,

| am a member of the Fitz-
william and Kinsley min-
ers’ wives support group.
In the past 8 months we
have fed striking miners
and raised money etc. We

make

financial hardship as win-
ter closes in on us and
Christmas draws near.

There are over 600 children would

e =l

At the end of October major disputes
in the NCB were beginning to surface
and be made public. MacGregor’s

handling of the strike was being
seriously questioned inside the NCB it-
self. A rapid series of MacGregor style
promotions and demotions took place
among top NCB managers. However a

comrades, who are in a
position todo so to help us
in our time of need.
Donations of either money
or toys can be sent to: Mrs
Linda Turgoose, Chair-
woman, FKMWSG, 41 Kin-
sley House Crescent, Fitz-
william, Pontefract, W.
Yorkshire. Please make
cheques payable to Mrs
Linda Turgoose.

Yours, Patsy O’Dowd

too

‘you ain’t seen

nothing yet’

Beneath the balloons, the ballyhoo and Reagan’s bloated conceit,
the US ruling class will be sobering up to confront a world that is far
from impressed by the stage managed display of confidence. What
solace they can garner from the apparent lack of organised
opposition at home is more than matched by the dread that US
imperialism has of the rising masses of Central and Latin America,
the Middle East, Africa and Asia. To these millions Reagan is a comic
book caricature of Yankee idols who have passed on with history. The
US ruling class knows that its fate will be decided in the forests and
mountains of Central America and Asia, the city squares of Santiago
and Sao Paolo, the hills above Beirut and Jerusalem, the ghettos of
Soweto and Detroit, not on a ballot paper.

Imperialism is in crisis and the USbour-  bring himself to look at the debacle in
geoisie must try to solve it. Reagan Lebanon.
represented a faction that wants to ac-

celerate the attack upon the nationallib- 1he poor abstain

eration movements abroad, the socialist
countries and the working class, espe-
cially black people, at home. Mondale
had no disagreements with Reagan
about the general direction of policy.
But spoke for those in the ruling class
who erred on the side of caution. While
Reagan wrung every last drop of flag-
waving delirium out of the Grenada
invasion, claiming the ‘Vietnam syn-
drome’ was baried, he could hardly

In the drunken welter of statistics one
figure stands out: only 53 per cent of the
electorate bothered to vote at all. Rea-
gan’s ‘great victory’ was achieved with
less than 37 per cent of those eligible to
vote. Such is Reagan’s mandate with
which to condemn the Nicaraguan elec-
tions where 82 per cent of the electorate
voted and 70 per cent of these supported

the Sandinista candidates.

continued on page 12

story in the Sunday Times on a NU.vi
Libyan connection came to the rescue
and was promoted to divert attention
from what the British Association of
Colliery Management called ‘incompe-
tence at the highest level’ in the NCB.
Foremost among the NUM’s critics
were none other than the General Secre-
tary of the TUC, Willis and the leader of
the Labour Party, Kinnock.

The NUM chief executive Roger
Windsor was invited by Libyan trade
unionists to visit Libyva. Windsor’s visit
was sensationalised in the media and the
subject of an orgy of criticism —led off
by Willis and Kinnock. Without asking
the NUM for a word of explanation
Willis stated publicly ‘I have expressed
to Mr Scargill my condemnation of the
meeting with Colonel Gadafy. This has
created the impression that the NUM is
prepared to consort with a government
which is heavily implicated in terrorist
campaigns outside its own borders.” Mr
Willis has no difficulty at all on the
other hand, about keeping quiet about
the murder of children and innocent
people by plastic bullets fired by British
soldiers and the RUC in the British
occupied Six Counties of Ireland.

Kinnock, too, rushed to pontificate:
"Any offers from them (the Libyans)

...would be an insult to everything the
British trade union movement stands
for. If such offers are ever made, then of
ceurse they must and will be rejected.’
Kinnock, who has not lifted a finger to
help the miners, who has actively scab-
bed on the miners all the way through
and who is not prepared to attend a
single one of the five mass NUM rallies
using the lame excuse that his diary is

~‘too full’, still thinks he has the right to

dictate from which countries the NUM
may receive aid. Ifi fact the NUM is
receiving help from trade unionists in
fifty countries. Such international
solidarity is in stark contrast to the
actions of those scab leaders of the
British labour movement, Kinnock and
Willis who chose to attack the NUM
over the Libyan visit while remaining
silent over the seizure of NUM funds by

ruling class courts in the same week.
During October the TUC attempted
to exert more and more control over the
strike, evefi at one point negotiating at
ACAS with the pit deputies’ union
NACODS and the NCB, while Scargill
and the the NUM were left waiting out
in the cold. Jack Eccles, new TUC
chairman, celebrated his appointment
by attacking the NUM, talking of
‘the rigidity of our colleagues in the
NUM’ and stating that it was time for
continued on page 2
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them to seriously consider the NCB’s
terms. On the very day that pickets'
fought riot police at Cortonwood for
several hours, this spineless nonentity,
Zccles, announced that he doesn’t
velieve ‘that the miners union can
achieve its aim of a 100 per cent victory
over the Coal Board’. These opportu-
nists, the likes of Willis, Eccles and
Kinnock, represent the barrier which
lies between the striking miners and a
victory over the Thatcher government
and the NCB. Without their leadership
of the working class the Thatcher
government and the NCB could not
have stood its ground. Solidarity action
in the British trade union movement of
the type that would bring about a speedy
resolution of the dispute, has remained
at a low level. The majority of those
workers who are crucial if the strikeis to
succeed, are not prepared to put the
interests of the miners and the working
class as a whole, above their own
immediate interests. The leadership of
these unions reinforces this narrow,
sectional outlook.

The calling of a strike by the pit depu-
ties union NACODS, after their ballot
of 82.5% in favour of strike action
struck terror into the government. The
mere prospect of such a strike, coupled
with a fall in the price of British oil, led
to the biggest fall ever in one day of the
Financial Times 30 share index —a fall
of 27.9 points. £3.7 billion was wiped
off share prices in one day. This is why,
in the talks arranged at ACAS prior to
the strike date, the NCB was obviously
instructed to reach an agreement with
the pit deputies. To clinch matters,
TUC leaders Willis, Basnett and Buck-
ton were called in to the negotiations
and on 24 October, the eve of the pro-
posed strike, the strike was called off
after the NCB had gone some way to
meeting NACODS’ demands. The TUC
leaders were just as eager as Thatcher
and MacGregor to get the strike called
off. A complete shutdown of the coal-
fields would have necessitated the use of
troops to move coal from striking pit
heads. This would have entailed a de-
gree of confrontation which the TUC
would have had no hope of controlling.
As a result of the strike being called
off, pit deputies are still being picketed
out in many areas, and safety cover
withdrawn.

In another key area, the power
stations, only certain sections of work-

Join the
RCG

‘Far Out’ = The Times
‘dissidents’ - Guardian
‘Ultra Left’ - Morning Star
‘Strange’ = Newsline
‘wouldn’t be seen
dead with’ - Bob Hughes MP

These are just some of the well-
publicised statements about the
RCG that have appeared in print
over the past couple of weeks. If
you would like to know the truth
behind the rhetoric used against
us, fill up the slip below and mail
it to us. We will get back to you
to discuss how you can contri-
bute to building a powerful
communist organisation in
Britain.

Name
Address

g & - MERIUR
Return to FRFI BM Box 5909
London WCI1N 3XX
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 that the class war is on.

ers have been prepared to come to the

aid of the miners. The power
workers’ union the EEPTU whose
leader Eric Hammond has been most
vociferous of all in his condemnation of
the miners, voted in a secret ballot by
84% (of a 54% turnout) not to back the
TUC guidelines in support of the
miners. It was hard to imagine how
much further Hammond, the bosses’
friend, would go until he announced on
8 November that his plan for his union
to apply for membership of the
Confederation of British Industry ‘was
not a joke’. Not satisfied with selling
out workers’ interests to the bosses he
now wants to be part of them.

On the other hand, manual workers in
the TGWU at Yorkshire power stations
have voted not to handle coal or oil. As
a result the Central Electricity Generat-
ing Board has reduced their share of the
national grid from 33% to 4%. In the

~Trent Valley power stations, purposely

situated near the ‘moderate’ Notts coal-
fields, and which produce 33% of the
national grid, manual workers at only
one power station, West Burton, agreed
to block coal and oil, but backed down
after management pressure. An impor-
tant development has been the decision
by transport and engineering unions at
West Thurrock power station in Essex
to block the delivery of oil supplies. This
has now been taken out of the national
grid. Shop stewards at Tilbury power
station have voted to block oil supplies.
Moves are also afoot with international
trade unions to coordinate a total ban
on coal imports.

Class war - ruling class
strategy

The degree of planning and cooperation
between the government and MacGre-
gor, becomes more apparent each day.
Geoffrey Kirk, Director of Information
at the NCB who has just resigned after
being sent on leave by MacGregor with-
out a word of explanation, appeared on
TV on 6 November. He said he had been
‘rather surprised’ to discover that Mrs
Thatcher’s personal adviser from the
advertising company Saatchi and Saat-
chi, was also advising MacGregor on the
conduct of the gainers’ strike. There can
be no doubt now that Thatcher is pre-
pared to risk everything and spend any-
thing in the defeat of Arthur Scargill
and the NUM. Fifty per cent of electri-
city is now being produced by burning
oil —the most expensive method possi-
ble — at a probable net extra cost of £15
million per week. Leon Brittan an-
nounced at the Tory Party Conference
unlimited funding for local authorities
(over and above that raised on % of a
penny rate) for the policing of the
miners’ strike. Chairman of the Confe-
deration of British Industry Sir Terence
Beckett, has stated that ‘firms would be

{ prepared to suffer cutbacks and closure

to help to defeat Mr Scargill’. The Tor-
ies and the ruling class are in no doubt

In a highly coordinated fashion, a
whole number of tactics have been de-,
ployed against the miners. Since 7 Oct-

! ober, two protracted sets of negotia-'

tions involving the government concil-
iation and arbitration service ACAS,
have taken place and broken down.
These cat-and-mouse negotiations have
not only succeeded in tying up NUM
leaders for days on end, but have been
cruelly used to raise and then dash the
hopes of striking miners and their fami-
lies. The first set of negotiations be-
tween the NUM, and the NCB at
ACAS, lasted for four days and ended
on 15 October. Scargill stated that the
NCB maintained its insistence on pit
closures on economic grounds without
consultation. Throughout the negotia-
tions, NCB officials telephoned govern-
ment departments for briefings. The
second set of negotiations took place in
the aftermath of the settlement of the
NACODS strike threat. The govern-
ment stated immediately after this that
no more was on offer for the NUM,
and, after 20 more hours of negotiation,
this was shown to be the case. The gov-
ernment has now announced that no
negotiated settlement is possible.
Along with the on/off negotiations, a
whole number of brutal strike breaking
measures have been brought in by Mac-
Gregor, no doubt tried and tested in his
days as head of the American mining,

2 Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! 15 November — 15 December 1984

and elsewhere have made it clear that

| to try and prevent solidarity action for

4 without pay. Managers are threatening

conglomerate Amax. MacGregor made
it his business to break the grip of the
union which he eventually achieved
after a long and bitter struggle. |
One of MacGregor’s vile tactics is the
sacking of miners convicted of offences
concerning theft or damage to NCB
property. 330 men had been sacked by
20 October. In Yorkshire, 85 have been
sacked including 15 from Grimethorpe
and 30 from Rossington in connection
with coal picking. This activity used to
be allowed during coal disputes but now
it has become an offence. Miners’ fami-
lies are not only being starved by denial
of DHSS full benefits, but are now be-
ing sacked if they are caught gathering
tiny amounts of coal to stop their fami-
lies going cold. The incident at Grime-
thorpe where riot police with trunch-
eons attacked 22 people picking coal
from a tip, ignited the fury of the com-
munity. On 15 October they smashed
every window in the local police station,
overturneda police car and attacked two
police officers. Miners in Grimethorpe

coal whichthey have produced with their
own labour belongs to them. In North
Derbyshire where the NCB is waging
a vicious propaganda war to try and
get the back-to-work movement going,
more than a 100 miners have been
sacked. As Gordon Butler, NUM Sec-
retary for Derbyshire said ‘We shall put
reinstatement at the top of any agenda
and the lads won’t go back without
them.’

Punitive measures are also being used

the miners. Railway workers refusing to
transport coal at the big Coalville depot
in Leicestershire are being sent home

to close down the whole depot. In addi-
tion, railway police visits to the homes
of a number of Coalville railmen who
have supported the miners, have re-
sulted in the charging of three men with
the theft of £4 worth of British Rail pro-

determination of the British miners.'ll
(Jack Collins, Kent NUM Secretary,
14 October)

Mass pickets have occurred almost daily
in Yorkshire where major battles have
taken place against the police. -Pic_kets_'
have heroically resisted mounted riot
police, armoured vans driven at speed,
dogs and baton charges in an attempt to
prevent scabs going in to work. _

By the end of October police chiefs
had made more than one million de-
ployments of policemen during the
strike. At any one time up to 8,000
policemen have been used. 7,428 arrests
have been made and 8,020 charges have
been brought against the miners. Of the
2,524 cases dealt with so far there have
been 2,034 convictions. 43 miners have
been imprisoned, with six miners sent to
detention centres, nine detained in pol-
ice custody, two in youth custody and 25
given suspended sentences. 1,051
miners have been given punitive fines of
more than £50.

New all-embracing charges have been
dug up by police like ‘besetting’ —used
in the 1926 General Strike. All that has
to be proved is that the accused was part
of a picket line near the place of work of
a working miner with the intention of

compelling him not to go to work. |

Miners and their supporters collecting
money and food for the strikers and
their families are being increasingly ar-
rested and harassed by police in yet an-
other attempt to break solidarity with
the strike.

The High Courts continue to be used
as an open instrument of ruling class
justice against the miners. The appeal of
nine Yorkshire miners against blanket
bail conditions in Notts, was ruled out
by a High Court judge. 94.5% of those
1,745 charged in Notts are on condi-
tional bail.

On 10 October, the High Court fined'
the NUM £200,000 and Scargill £1,000
for contempt of court. An ‘anonymous

MINERS’ RALLY - EDINBURGH

The leadership of the NUM launched a
nationwide tour of key areas on 6 Nov-
ember in Edinburgh. Against a back-
drop of stepped-up hostility from the
Labour and TU leadership, the first in
the series of rallies was marked by jeers
" from the 2000 + miners present. These
were hurled when NUM leader and Com-
munist Party leader, Mick McGahey
began reading out Labour apologies for
non-attendance. The shout ‘Kinnock’s a
Tory’ made McGahey move quickly to
say that Tories didn’t send apologies to
NUM rallies. This was one of the first of
many outbursts from the audience
which McGahey soughtto smoothaway.
After Labour MP Gavin Strang had spo-
ken, miners in the hall challenged
‘Where’s Kinnock?'. Donald Dewar of
the Labour Party Shadow Cabinet could
hardly get started above the hisses and
boos vented by miners angry at
Labour’s scabbing on their strike. Euro-
communist McGahey quietened the hall

perty. For this the three have been
sacked.

The desperation of the ruling class in
the face of the determined fight-back of
the miners has led to a new twist to
ruling class propaganda. After the IRA
bomb at Brighton, Thatcher took fur-
ther the comparison of miners’ pick-
ets with so-called ‘terrorism’ by linking
the miners directly with the IRA. She
stated that ‘the nation now faces the
most testing crisis of our time —the
battle between the extremists and the
rest’. Adam Butler, a junior defence
minister, in attacking the striking
miners made it clear after Cortonwood
that the IRA is not the only threat from'
within. Such propaganda will totally
backfire as miners themselves are com-
paring their own struggle against the
British state with that of the nationalist
communities in the Six Counties.

Class war - police, courts and
prisons

‘And we tell the judges that we, the:
miners, will discipline the traitors in
our class. The courts expose every day
that the ruling class and their judges
will never give justice to our class
... They will try to jail our members
and our leaders, they will seize our
funds, but they will never destroy the

down again so that Dewar could tell
miners that ‘we all cofidemn violence'.
Before this we were treated to the sick-
ening charity of John Henry (Assistant
General Secretary of the Scottish TUC,
to give him his full title). He told the min-
ers that whilst they (the STUC) ‘couldn’t
ensure turkey and all the trimmings for
Christmas’ they’d make sure that ‘every-
one of yous will sit down to a chicken or
something else.’ | reckon that the food
off their (the STUC) Christmas tables
would go a long way to meeting more
than just the Christmas needs of many
miners’ families. In the circumstances
of Kinnock’s point-blank scabbing on
attendance at the rallies (although he
can make time to fly to India in Mrs
Thatcher’s jet), Arthur Scargill’s remark
that his engagement diary was not
block-booked, ie unlike Kinnock’s, was
very mild. Yet this received resounding
applause.

Gary Clapton

donor’ paid off Scargill’s fine but the
NUM refused to pay the £200,000. On
25 October, a High Court judge ordered
the NUM’s funds to be sequestrated.
Price Waterhouse, the firm of accoun-
tants acting for the court traced £2.8
million of the funds to Ireland where an
Irish High Court judge, sitting in his
own home, ordered the Bank of Ireland
account with the funds to be frozen. In
this way, the relationship between the
English and Irish ruling classes is made
abundantly clear. The NUM is due to
challenge this ruling at a full hearing.
This money together with at least £4
million in the USA was moved by the
NUM, as early as March, as a precau-
tion against sequestration. This and
other measures taken by the NUM have
meant that at the time of going to press,
Price Waterhouse have only managed to
get their hands on £8,174. The real pos-
sibility now exists that Scargill, Heath-
field and McGahey could be imprisoned
for failing to disclose the whereabouts
of NUM funds.

North Derbyshire scab miners are
now seeking to stop their area spending
any money on the strike, and the Nation-
al Working Miners Committee is con-
sidering sueing individual NUM EC
members for the £200,000. In addition
South Walesscabs, headed by Tony Hol-
man, are seeking an injunction toget the

Defend the Fitzwilliam -
Nine!

Drop the Charges Now!

Victory to the Miners!

At 10.45pm on 9 July the police in full
riot gear stormed into Fitzwilliam Hotel
in the mining village of Fitzwilliam. This
is one of many mining villages that have
been attacked by the police. People
were beaten and handcuffed to lamp
posts back to back. Nine people were
charged with breach of the peace and
subjected to 7pm-7am curfew. A
defence campaign has been set up to
defend the 9, because as one of the nine
said about the organised campaign by
the police and courts against the min-
ers, ‘whatever the state produces, we
have to match it in whatever shape or
form'. The need to organise and defend
those threatened with being criminal-
ised is essential. -

Lobby in defence of the Fitzwilliam Nine
Monday 3 December 9.30am Magis-
trates Court Osgold Cross, Castleford,
Yorkshire. Rally in Trades Club afier-
wards.

Leaflets, petitions and speakers foryour
meetings can be obtained from: 4 Rock-
ingham Street, Fitzwilliam, Yorkshire.

South Wales strike declared unofficial.
No case of simple miners’ grievances
here, but a highly co-ordinated cam-
paign to destroy the NUM, funded by
the NCB and private business interests.

A fight to the finish

Every time the NCB breaks off nego-
tiations with the NUM the efforts to
create a ‘back-to-work’ movement are
intensified. With Thatcher’s declar-
ation that there is now no possibility of a
negotiated settlement, the hopes of the
ruling class must rest totally on persuad-
ing more and more miners to become
scabs and break the strike. To the mas-
sive and very costly police protection of
scabs and the vast propaganda oper-
ation conducted by the ruling class press
and media has now been added a Christ-
mas bribe of a pay packet of £1,400 for
every miner that sells out his fellow
workers and returns to work before 19
November. In the first week of this
campaign, even according to the NCB’s
own dubious figures, a mere 1.2%
(2,200) of the total workforce has gone
back —hardly the kind of surge pre-
dicted by the NCB and government min-
isters. The NUM anyway strongly chal-
lenges the validity of the NCB figures.
The miners’ determination to halt the
‘back-to-work’ movement reached new
heights at Cortonwood on 9 November.
The strike began at Cortonwood and it
is fitting that eight months later burning
barricades, bricks, stones and catapul-
ted ball-bearings were the weapons of
resistance used by the miners against
police thugs clad in riot gear, cavalry
charges and attacks from range rovers
driven at speed into pickets. A police
range rover was overturned and set

| alight, as were two cabins. The police

were held at bay and at times driven
back over several hours of confront-
ation. All this so that one scab could go
into work.

The inass rallies held so far have been
a demonstration that the fight-back will
continue. Scargill made it clear that the
strike-breakers will always be regarded
as scabs by their colleagues and by their
communities. Every time Kinnock’s
name is mentioned at the rallies the
miners and their families react angrily.
At the Edinburgh rally, miners in the
hall shouted ‘where’s Kinnock’ at
Labour MPs. Donald Dewar of the
Labour Shadow cabinet could hardly
get started above the hisses and boos
from miners angry at Labour’s scabbing
on their strike. 1

The political lessons are rapidly
being learned. Just as the striking
miners have had to make a decisive
break with the scabs in the NUM, so it is
necessary to make a similar decisive
break with the scabs in the Labour Party
and trade union movement. If such a de-
cisive break is made then a victory for
the miners will lead to the creation of a
new fighting labour movement with
both sets of scabs firmly placed where
they both belong outside its ranks.

Victory to the miners

Olivia Adamson, David Reed
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Anti-Apartheid Movement AGM
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When entrenched bureaucrats have lost touch with the movement
they claim to lead, they commonly raise the spectre of ‘communist
conspiracy’ in order to label all opposition to their leadership. The
Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAM) leadership is no exception to this
rule. At the moment when there is a desperate need for a united and
active solidarity movement with the rising struggles in Southern
Africa, the AAM leadership chose to pursue a campaign of slanders
and attacks against the local anti-apartheid group which represents
direct action in the movement — the City of London Anti-Apartheid
Group. Having lost the political argument against City Group -
especially after the victory of the South African Embassy Picket
Campaign (SAEPC) — the AAM leadership chose the well-trodden,
bourgeois path of a ‘red scare’ in its efforts to defeat City group
supporters at the AGM. ' PAUL MATTSSON

Take-over bid?

It easily recruited the apartheid-loving
capitalist press to its side. For there is
nothing they like better than red-baiting
especially if it sows divisions in the
movement they Even the
Morning Star was signed up and sunk so -l
low as to run its own °‘red scare’ i,
campaign. In the few days before the Mg = §
AGM, the attempt by City Group sup-
porters to criticise the AAM leader-
ship’s position on the SAEPC, to argue
for more militant activities, and to
nominate 13 people for the National
Committee of 30 + members, became a
‘takeover bid’ (The Guardian), an
‘improbable City takeover bid’ (The
I'imes) and a ‘bid to head Anti-
Apartheid campaign’ (Morning Star),
masterminded by the Revolutionary
Communist Group. The AAM leader-
ship was up against an ‘ultra-left sect’
(The Guardian), ‘ultra-left elements’
(Morning Star), and the ‘heady rhet-
oric’ of a group which ‘supports uncrit-
ically the IRA’ and ‘influences no onein
the broad Labour movement’ (The
Times).

The Times accused City Group of
attracting support from ‘minorities’ —
women, blacks, gays, youth and ‘now
the miners’. Undoubtedly the majority

Oppose.

of the population. Whereas the Morn-
ing Star tried to frighten its readers into
believing that we were trying to narrow
the base of the movement. In ared scare

Communist
Principles

The outstanding contribution of the day
came from David Kitson who gave us a
shining example of communist principles
and commitment to the liberation
struggle.

He told the AGM of the importance of
international  solidarity — ‘Throughout
we knew that we were not alone’. He
spoke of the support of TASS, his union,
and of the success of the 86 day picket
organised by his family and City Group.
Turning to Britain, he pointed to new
developments, the striking miners, the
Greenhame women and the black youth
who battle against racism, ‘They have set
a new tempo which we should join in’. In
particular David Kitson called for the
release of Nelson Mandela —expressing
the hope that by next year Mandela will be
free and other political prisoners would
be able to join him at the AAM AGM. To
loud applause from the communists in the
audience he said: ‘The armed struggle of
the ANC goes on as the bottom line.. . .
Freedom will come from the muzzle of the
AK 47. 1 say the AK47 to show who the
friends of the South African people
are — the socialist countries,’

you can’t win. And if you are still not
convinced The Guardian warned that
‘two hundred new members have been
signed up by City Group this week. All
will be able to attend the AGM and
vote’. All this was an underhand appeal
to their own inactive following.

The ‘red scare’ had the desired effect.
The AGM had double the normal num-
bers present —over 600. By carefully
fixing the agenda and making sure the
main debate took place in the morning
the AAM leadership was able to pack
the hall and win the crucial vote on the
SAEPC, as well as getting its own
National Committee slate elected
(voting ended at 2.30pm). Even the
tellers who count the votes were chosen
in advance from Executive supporters.
The AAM Executive had in fact put
more energy into mobilising against the
activists in City Group than it has ever
done in mobilising to fight apartheid.
But a ‘red scare’ also has unpredictable
side effects.

Out of control

Those who can be mobilised by such
means are not serious fighters against
apartheid. Over 200 of them left after
casting their vote. In the afternoon City
Group and its supporters were close to
having a majority. They were therefore
able to prevent Bob Hughes’s under-
hand attempt to suppress democracy
and by-pass two City Group motions
later in the day — he took the vote on this
but refused to count it as he would

City of London AA Group nominated 13
people to the National Committee:
including David Kitson, Norma Kitson,
their two children Amandla and Steven:
three Labour MPs, Jeremy Corbyn,
Stuart Holland, Tony Banks: a local
Labour councillor: 3 City AA members
and only 3 RCG members.

None of the thirteen were elected.
Stuart Holland MP withdrew under
pressure, it is rumoured, from the
Shadow Cabinet. The biggest disgrace
for the AAM leadership was that its ‘red
scare campaign’ prevented the election
of David Kitson, and ensured the
election of two of the thugs who
physically attacked RCG and City
Group supporters.

Report compiled by
Carol Brickley, Andy

Goddard, David Reed and
John Strawson

almost certainly have been defeated.
Both City Group motions were passed
with large majorities.

Some of the more thuggish elements
brought to the meeting took the ‘red
baiting’ very literally. Two National
Committee members physically attack-
ed City Group and FRFI comrades —
including two black comrades. One of
the attackers, a steward, was forced to
apologise and was removed from his
post after a protest had been lodged
about his behaviour. An attempt was
made to deny entrance to a black
comrade who is a member of the AAM,
but we know that, for instance, a white
woman barrister was allowed in without
credentials.

David Kitson

Perhaps the most disgusting side-effect
of the ‘red scare’ was the treatment of
David Kitson at the AGM. Running
through the attacks from the AAM
leadership and the press was the
allegation that the RCG is trying to
manipulate the Kitson family for its
own ends. Even the Morning Star
Joined this campaign by saying that ‘the
group has capitalised on its links with
the Kitson family’. The result of these
infamous lies was that a courageous and
determined fighter against apartheid, a
man who had spent 20 years in prison
for taking up that fight, was snubbed by
a significant proportion of those sup-
porting the AAM leadership. They even
refused to join in the standing ovation

WHO NEEDS DEMOCRACY

The forces opposed to us at the AGM are motivated by one common sentiment — th
the AAM should not change despite the fact that the political climate in Britain
changing dramatically. Such forces have no use for democracy. But democracy
essential if the movement is to be unified around the central task of fight
imperialism. Manoeuvres, slanders and lies will not convince people to leave t
conference hall and go out onto the streets to fight apartheid. Manoeuvres, slande
and lies will not convince people to commit their time to the struggle. Democracy w
The only forces which do have a use for democracy, for open and honest methods. 2

the oppressed and their allies.

The nightmare for the current leadership of the Anti-Apartheid Movement must |
that the forces who support democracy are growing, and are bound to grow. This ye
the political climate in Britain has changed beyond all recognition. One section of 1
British working class — the striking miners — has issued a challenge to the British sta
and has recognised the scab role of the TUC and Labour leaders and their supportes
The British working class is irretrievably divided between those who have nothing
lose, and those who have everything, especially their privileges, to lose. The RCG
proud to stand with those who have nothing to lose but their chains — whether they a
striking miners, black and white youth, or the unemployed. These are the forces whic

will change the society we live in.

Communists

organise

As soon as it became clear that the AAM leadership were launching
diversionary campaign against City Group and the RCG from publi
platforms, we knew that the time had come to act to defend th
principle of building a united, militant and democratic solidarit
movement against apartheid. The RCG took the view that attempts
destroy City Group (see FRFI 43) and that attacks on the RCG/FRF
weakened the Anti-Apartheid Movement just at the moment when :
strong and determined organisation was demanded of us by all thos:

actually fighting apartheid.

‘Packed meeting’

Far from trying to pack the meeting
with people fed on lies —or for that
matter on ‘heady rhetoric’ —we turned

:':5.:.: =

both before and after his speech — some
even refused to applaud him. And they
did not consider him worthy of a place
on the National Committee of the
AAM. The AAM leadership did untold
damage to the AAM by its actions. Even
the Morning Star, no doubt shame-
faced at the effects of the campaign it
helped to promote, covered up for the
fact that David Kitson had been
snubbed by a sizeable minority of the
AGM. In its report the next day its said
‘there was a great welcome for recently
released prisoner David Kitson’.

Debating with fascists

National Committee member, Hanif
Bhamjee, reported in the debate on
South Africa’s constitutional fraud that
he had debated with a representative of
the South African embassy in a school.
This open revision of the AAM’s stated
policy of isolating the apartheid regime
was not answered by the AAM’s offi-
cers. The protest came from FRFI and
City Group. Andy Higginbottom said
that the aim of the AAM is not to debate
‘with apartheid but to destroy it.
Danlami pressed the AAM leadership to
make clear that the movement boy-
cotts fascists. Martin Spafford, Vice-
President of Westminster NUT said,
| with the right approach from the AAM,
'young people themselves would pre-
vent the ambassadors of apartheid
| from coming into schools.

our attention to mobilising as man
activists as possible to be at the AGM 1
‘defend democracy and the right of arft
imperialists to be in the movement. A
we have explained many times in th
paper, the activities of the Sout
African Embassy Picket Campag
(SAEPC) and of City Group have wo
many people to anti-apartheid activitie
for the first time. These people, many @
them young, working class and black
represent the future of the AAM and w
persuaded them to join the nations

movement. The leadership of th
movement had (1o come face to face witl
many wno nad fought on the streets i

defend the democratic right 10 organis
against apartheid —a very differen
experience from the committee room
of the House of Commons.

Mobilisation

In London FRFI supporters organised 2
public meeting addressed by David Reed.
Referring to the AAM leadership’s cam-
paign of slander, and their attempt teo
sabotage the SAEPC, he warned that
‘those who refuse to defend the right to
demonstrate against apartheid in Britain
cannot be trusted to defend those struggl-
ing for democratic rights in South Africa’.

Unconditional support

On the night before the AGM a packed
meeting at London’s Conway Hall
heard Carol Brickley for the Editorial
Board of FRFI spell out the need for
anti-imperialists to organise to defend
their democratic right to be in the Anti-
Apartheid Movement. She also dispell-
ed rumours that the RCG does not
support the African National Congress
(ANC) in its liberation struggle. Refer-
ring to the RCG Manifesto, she said that
the RCG ‘gives unconditional support
to the ANC, SWAPO and all other
forces in their fight to overthrow the
racist apartheid state.” Although the
meeting had been called by the RCG, it
was open to all who agreed a common
fight for the same principles at the
AGM. The success of the meeting was
seen the next day when over 200 people
took their politics into the AGM in a
militaht and disciplined way.

'Putting it on record

‘The RCG outlines the facts of its own
organisation for the AAM AGM, not in
a defensive way but to put it on record.
We believe that our task is to build a
powerful communist organisation in
Britain which defends the interests of
the whole working class in its struggle
against imperialism.

We cannot build such an organisation
on the basis of cheap tricks, manoeuvres
or lies. The fact that many people have
come forward to join the RCG since the
AGM is testimony to an honest commu-
nist approach to politics. At the end of
the AGM, more than 200 people had
been through a political experience
which will arm them for the future task
of changing the AAM into a fighting
organisation. Our supporters gathered
at the end for an impromptu open air
rally knowing that the day had been well
spent-fighting opportunism.
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South Africa

‘We cannot go back now. Our duty as the oppressed people is to
step up resistance and create an ungovernable situation.’
Thami Mali, Transvaal Stay-Away Committee

Every day the struggle in South Africa reaches new heights. For two
days, 5 and 6 November, hundreds and thousands of black workers in
the townships of the industrial heartland around Johannesburg (the
Vaal Triangle), as well as in the East and West Rand, answered the
call of the Transvaal Stay-Away Committee and refused to go to work.
The massive success of the stay-away was enhanced by the support
of 250,000 students and schoolchildren who continue to boycott their
classes. Students set up roadblocks around the townships to stop
vehicles carrying people to work. As usual, the racist police respond-
ed with gunfire — the death toll is at least 20, with hundreds arrested.
On 8 November the committee which organised the strike was taken

into police detention.
[he stay-away was organised In res-

ponse to the invasion, two weeks earlier,

of the black townships of Sharpeville,
Scbokeng and Boipatong by a com-
binied force of 10,000 racist troops and
police. The townships were sealed off
while systematic house-to-house
searches were carried out. 400 arrests
were made. The charges were petty and
clearly the whole operation was de-
signed as a mighty show of strength to
intimidate the black youth into sub-
misson. But far from it, it had the
opposite effect, with black vouth
coming out on the streets to battle with
the armed forces’ pelting them with
stones and other missiles. Plastic

bullets, teargas and birdshot were fired
at the youth.
The army remains on stand-by to be

moved 1nto other black townships. The
killings, shootings and detentions
continue daily. Many student leaders
have been detained and United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) Secretary General,
Popo Molefe, has been arrested under
indefinite detention laws. The apartheid
regime has stepped up its attacks on the
UDF, which is now under threat of
being banned altogether. The so-called
‘independent  homeland” of the
Transkei has already banned the UDF.

Yet in the face of this greater
repression, organised resistance
mounts. The two day stay-away was
organised by a combination of forces
—by black trade union federations,
including the Federation of South
African Trade Unions (FOSATU) and

CUSA, civic associations in the town-

ANGOLA IN THE
FRONTLINE

For over ten years the racist apartheid regime has waged a
continuous war of attrition against the People’s Republic of Angola.
South Africa’s aim is to bring down the MPLA Workers Party
government and install its own puppet Jonas Savimbi. From the
beginning Britain and the US have encouraged South Africa’s
aggression. All three racist powers give support to Savimbi’s counter-
revolutionary movement Unita, which is directly organised by the

South African military.

Journalist Victoria Brittain recently
revealed the destruction wrought by
Unita in Angola. In the provincial
capital of Huambo the war waged by
Unita overshadows everything. The
main problem is mines left by Unita. A
doctor at the hospital reported ‘Most
weeks we get a dozen or more of these
mine accidents, but sometimes 20 or 40
come in at once’.

The children in the hospital are
mostly war orphans —survivors of
Unita’s attacks on villages now largely
inhabited by women and children. Most
of the children suffer from kwashiorkor
Or marasmus, the diseases of malnutri-
lion. Brittain reports that feeding pro-
grammes have been started by the Inter-
national Red Cross in six centres round
Huambo to try and combat the serious
food situation. Mines and ambushes on
roads, and on the Benguela railway,
have reduced traffic to periodic escorted
CONVOYS. |

Unita is organised by South Africa.

Unita’s recruits are trained in South’

African camps in Namibia where they
are ftaught violent anti-communism.

Recently captured Unita guerillas say -

they are suppled by air — South Africa
is putting 40 tonnes of material a day
into Unita operations. Former Portu-
guese officers working with the South
Africans organise the logistics of all the
major sabotage attacks, particularly
those in urban areas.

The young People’s Republic has
forced into a perpetual war to
defend itself from imperialism. This has
made it a thousand times more diffi-
cult for Angola to plan programmes of
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Added to the horrendous problems
caused by Unita is the illegal occupation
of Cunene province by South African
forces. Despite the Lusaka agreement in
February that South Africa would with-
draw within a month it is still in Angola
with no intention of leaving. Since
February South Africa has violated the
disengagement accords 60 times. For
the last three months it has conducted
daily flights over Angolan air space. In
May South African troops destroyed
the town of Ngiva building by building.
They razed Ngiva to the ground and
have set up a semi-permanent base
south” of the town. The US has never
given diplomatic recognition to the
People’s Republic of Angola. Botha
never intended to make peace. Unita’s
band of racists, frustrated colonialists
and anti-communists are fighting a war
of imperialist aggression. Without their
backers they could not survive. Last
month the northern tribalist grouping
FNLA surrendered to MPLA’s am-
nesty, the 1,500 soldiers brought with
them 20,000civilians. They saw no point
in continuing to fight the People’s Re-
public. Thisvictory has strengthened the
resolve of the MPLA and the people’s
army FPLA. As MPL A Organising Sec-
retary told the peasants congress,

‘The objective of this destruction vou
are living with and suffering under is
that tomorrow we will say we cannot
cope, and will demand peace from
South Africa. But we will never bow
to South Africa. We can meet this
aggression. We are helped by our
friends. Cuban friends and socialist
friends from other countries.’

Hands Off Angola!

Nomsa Langa
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SOUTH AFRICAN
WORKERS

Youth in Evaton defy the police

ships, student bodies like the Congress
of South African Students (COSAS)
and the UDF. The message of the 2
million strong UDF is clear,

‘Let them ban the UDF. What they
are facing is the voice of the people
and that cannot be banned.’

The people’s resistance can never be
broken. A shining example of this is the
conduct of the Durban 3, who continue
to wage a principled political battle with
not only the apartheid regime, but its
biggest backers —the British govern-
ment. Conditions in the Durban Consu-
late have become even harsher, with the
British government placing greater and
greater pressure on the three to leave
and therefore face immediate arrest and
indefinite detention as did their three
comrades.

All the signs are that moves are afoot
to expel the Durban 3. Not only does the
Consulate treat them as ‘unwelcome
guests’ but following the Natal Supreme
Court’s rejection of their application
that the detention orders issued against
them be declared invalid, Geoffrey
Howe issued a warning that Britain
would not tolerate an indefinite stay by
the Durban 3. Nor will it tolerate them
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NAMIBIA: INDEPENDENCE NOW!

For many years South Africa, prompted
by the US and with Britain’s support,
has insisted on the withdrawal of Cuban
forces from Angola as a precondition
for Namibian independence. After close
consultation with the US, South Africa
has presented a new demand on
SWAPO in order to delay Namibian
independence and to justify South
Africa’s occupation of southern Angola.
In his address to the Anti-Apartheid
Movement’'s AGM Shapua Kaukungua,
SWAPQO’s Representative for Western
Europe, explained the latest manoeuvre
of imperialism:

‘Today South Africa is not only
linking our country’s independence
to the presence of the Cuban forces
in Angola, but insisting that it cannot
implement its promises to withdraw
its troops from the People’s Republic
of Angola until SWAPO agrees to uni-
laterally end the armed struggle and
to stop all hostile propaganda
attacks on South Africa’s illegal and
brutal occupation of our country
... The apartheid regime is inviting
SWAPO to go to Namibia and partici-

The remaining 75 people abducted from
Kassinga in Southern Angola following
the massacre of several hundred Nami-
bians on the 4 May 1978 have now been
released. One was released last week
and the remainder were taken from the
concentration camp near Marientalto a
South African military camp at
Oshivelo, notorious for the use of
brainwashing techniques. There, they
were subjected to further pressure to
collaborate with the regime. Most had
suffered torture during the six years of

AR

1ssuing political statements from the
Consulate. Following the Durban 3’s
interview with ITN, all access to the
outside world was cut off and visits
from their families and lawyers were
stopped. Donald Anderson MP, Lab-
our spokesperson for Southern Africa,
who recently spent 5 days in South
Africa visiting the Durban 3, has
accused the Thatcher government of
making the conditions in the Durban
Consulate far worse than if they were
detained under apartheid’s security
laws. In his words, Britain has proved
beyond a doubt that it is ‘the best collab-
orator of the apartheid regime’.
Indeed, we need action in this country
on a scale which the oppressed in South
Africa deserve, daily sacrificing their
lives in the cause of freedom and justice.
Let us match the sentiments of Thami

Mali of the Transvaal Stay-Away Com-
mittee, when he said,

‘We have proved to the Government
that we have the power in our hands
and we can use it. No amount of
intimidation can stop us on our way
to liberation.’

Ruby Khan

pate in what it is calling a peaceful,
orderly and democratic political
process inside the country, but with
their military and police still in
occupation of our country and the
administration still firmly in place,
what this amounts to is a demand
that SWAPO becomes its puppet
government.’

With thousands of Namibians tortured,
murdered, ‘disappeared’ or imprisoned
SWAPO well knows the meaning of
South Africa’s imposed ‘democratic
political process’ — repression. SWAPO
demands the dismantling and with-
drawal of apartheid state repression
within the framework set out by the
United Nations.

Shapua Kaukungua ended his speech
with the call on the people of Britain and
their government to end all forms of coll-
aboration with apartheid, to bring about
a total ban on the import to Britain of
Namibian products and comprehensive
mandatory sanctions against South
Africa.

Andy Goddard

KASSINGA DETAINEES FREED

the arbitrary detention but once again
they resisted the pressure and refused
to cooperate. They were then told yes-
terday that they could go home but were
warned that Koevoet (South African’s
terror unit) will probably get them. One
of those released yesterday has already
been re-arrested. Petrus Haimbodi was
told to join 101 Battalion, he refused and
was rearrested within hours of being
released.

SWAPO Statement 19 October 1984

24 hour picket demands
RELEASE ALL THE UDF

DETAINEES

City of London Anti-Apartheid Group held
a well-attended 24 hour picket between
Friday 26 and Saturday 27 October to
demand the release of over 2,000 suppori-
ers of the UDF in apartheid’s jails.

14 student unions sent representatives
from places as far afield as Crewe. Trade
union branches sent messages of
support, and a delegation of striking
miners were given a rousing welcome.
Among those addressing the picket were
Councillors Bob Latham, Bill McElroy,
Terry Rich, Linda Quigley (ex-Armagh pris-
oner) and Stanley Clinton Davis. One of
the high spots of the picket was GLC
Councillor Paul' Boateng’s message, it
concluded ‘On behalf of the GLC | want to
congratulate City Group for regaining the
right to demonstrate against apartheid on
this pavement. On behalf of the GLC |
want to say Viva City Group!'.

IRISH AAM
RESIGNATIONS

Prominent Free State politicians are
joining in the rush to resign from the Irish
Anti-Apartheid Movement (IAAM) in an
attempt to force the IAAM to disaffiliate
Sinn Fein. IAAM have steadfastly refused
to expel Sinn Fein despite the resignation
of Prime Minister Garret FitzGerald, and
Minister of Health and Social Welfare
Barry Desmond. Arch-scab Conor Cruise
O’Brien is also expected to resign. The
IAAM, in a statement, regretted the
resignation of FitzGerald at a time when
the apartheid regime was ‘literally waging
war’ on the black masses of South Africa
and the need for solidarity was greater
than ever. The IAAM EC has repeated that
Sinn Fein as a legal political organisation
which supports the aims of the IAAM, is
entitled to be affiliated.

FRFI salutes the principled, democratic
stance taken by IAAM which is in sharp
contrast to the attitude and behaviour of
the AAM EC here in Britain.

CLOSE DOWN THE
RACIST SOUTH
AFRICAN EMBASSY!

80 people participated in the launching
meeting of the SAEPC campaign to close
down the embassy, sponsored by Cam-
den Council Race Relations Committee.
The platform brought together broad
forces — Jeremy Corbyn MP, Councillor
Robert Latham, Bill James on behalf of
the NUM and Wilmette Brown from Kings
Cross Women's Centre as well as City
Group and SAEPC speakers. Messages of
support for the campaign were received
from MPs Tony Banks and Stuart Holland.
The meeting was totally unified in the
struggle to end British collaboration with
apartheid. Since the meeting new spon-
sors for the campaign have continued to
come forward, including the actress Julie
Christie.
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SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY
PICKET CMPAIGN

OUR CAMPAIGN MUST BECOME
YOUR CAMPAIGN!
If you want to help close down the South
African Embassy, don’t delay in contac-
ting the SAEPC. Fill up the form below
and we will get back to you by return of

post.
Name

Address

Organisation

Donation =
Return to SAEPC, c/o BM Box City AA

London WCI1N 3XX
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police repression

legalised

One of the first acts of the new Parliamentary session was to pass the
draconian Police Bill. The new Police and Criminal Evidence Act
gives the authority of law to numerous police practices which were
previously illegal and represents a severe curtailment of the British
working class’s democratic rights. Under the new act, the police have
powers to detain people for 96 hours without charge, and to hold
them for 48 hours without access to lawyers. The Act also makes it

easier for involuntary statements —
during detention — to be accepted as evidence. The police now have |
powers to stop and search anyone at any time that they ‘reasonably

le extorted by illegal pressure |

suspect’ of committing an arrestable offence. They can set up road-
blocks for up to seven days and search all passing vehicles. They
have powers to strip search and obtain fingerprints.

The new Act will be directed primarily
at the most oppressed sections of the

Ii attack a miner

British working class who dare to resist
the racism, exploitation and repression
of the British ruling class. Based on the

recommendations of a Royval Commis-.

sion established by the last Labour gov-
ernment, the ruling class formulated the
Police Bill soon after the 1981 uprisings
of black and white youth. But the Bill
always had a wider aim —to suppress
resistance from any section of the work-
ing class and will now no doubt be used

against the fighting miners, black youth
and any section of the British people
defending their rights. The British state
which has armed its police with CS gas,
plastic bullets, armoured vehicles, riot
equipment and weapons has now further
strengthened its ‘body of armed men
against the working class and democra- |
tic movement.

The Labour Party’s role in this affair
has been abominable. It failed to mount
any serious opposition to the Bill while it
went through Parliament and has re-
fused to commit itself to repeal the Act if
Labour are ever returned to power. Its
main concern was to modify clauses of
the Bill which affected the rights of
middle-class sectors such as lawyers,
doctors and journalists. The burden of
fighting these new laws will rest on the
mass of the working class and its most
oppressed sections in particular. In this
fight it will get no support from the Kin-
nocks and others of his ilk who have
attacked the miners in the current
struggle and™who when in government
have used the powers of the state against
black and white workers.

Eddie Abrahams

Newham 7 Defence Campaign

PICKET THE

RACISTS

On 14 September, the Newham 7 won their first victory when 6 of
them had conspiracy charges dismissed. All 7 however still face
charges of ‘causing an affray’ and ‘criminal damage’. The 7 black
youth were charged following a series of racist attacks on the black
community organised from the Duke of Edinburgh pub. The attacks
still continue. Asian women passing the pub have been spat at and
had beer thrown at them. Black people are frequently beaten up,
sometimes badly. The police have done nothing about these racists
operating from the pub. The response of the black community was
expressed in the words of one youth who told FRFI ‘If the police won’t

act then WE will.’

On Saturday 3 November, the Newham
7 mounted a mass picket of the Duke of
Edinburgh. A policeman was heard to
say that only 30 were expected. Instead
at 11am there were already 100 picketers
including a contingent from FRFI
which had also supported the Newham 8
campaign last year. Other banners pre-
sent included Newham 7, ZAFIR Asian
Youth Movement, Chingford Waltham-
stow Labour Party, North Hackney
LPYS and Fitzwilliam 9. The picket
rapidly grew to 300 strong at which
point the police moved in to order half
of it over the road. The splitting of the
picket encouraged many spectators to
join in!

At 12 noon, in noisy militant fashion,
the picket marched to the nearby Queens
pub. One of the black youth who
addressed the rally explained the reason
to FRFI:

‘My family and friends have lived
beside Queens for years supporting

the pub through thick and thin...It
i1s the only place in the area where
black and white can meet socially . ..
the new landlord wants to get rid of us
...He has the full support of the
Newham police and Ind Coope ... 75
people are banned from there now.
Many are black and Asian working
class people, that’s what they don’t
like.’

The day’s protest ended with a march to
Forest Gate police station. The increas-
ing number of violent racist attacks and
discrimination are backed up and assist-
ed by the police. A leaflet distributed
during the day stated:

‘When they come to attack our people

We will stand our ground and fight

When the pigs frame us up

We will smash their laws and
fight...!

Ainne Fury

Fight Racism

ester in suppnrl of Vir j Mendus

Rally in

Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign

'mass rally against

Home Office

FRFI supporter Viraj Mendis was called to a Home Office interview at
Manchester Airport on Monday 29 October. Holding the interview at
the airport, even though the racist Home Office had no ‘right’ to
immediately deport Viraj, was just another dirty intimidation tactic of
deportation Minister David Waddington. Despite only 10 days notice

| Centre and the Labour Party.

ised a mass rally on Saturday preceding the interview.

For seven days leading up to the rally,
the campaign was out on the streets
every day to publicise Viraj'scase and as
a result 80 people supported the rally in

' Piccadilly, Manchester town centre. A
. threatened National Front attack never

took place. Organisations supporting
the rally included FRFI, the Campaign
Against the Police Bill, the University
Students Union, Anti-Apartheid, Man-
chester ISC, the City Council, the Gay
As well as
Viraj, speakers included councillor Val
Stevens, FRFI and others.

For 2Y2 hours shoppers and passers by

" saw banners and placards in support of

Viraj. Hundreds heard of his role as an
FRFI supporter in anti-racist struggles

~andin the Manchester ISC and came for-
| ward to sign the petition demanding his
. right to remain in Britain. The VMDC

now has over 10,000 signatures to its
petition. Encouraged by the support
from the people of Manchester and by
the recent local victories of Esther
Ankeli and Miebaka Brown against
deportation orders, the VMDC is more
determined than ever to continue its
fight.

The interview on the Monday follow-
ing was in fact police interrogation,

under the new Police Bill. Viraj was not
permitted to have a friend accompany
him and did not have a solicitor with

him. He had to sit through 2 hours of .

intensive questioning about every aspect | have ‘accidentally’ let slip their story of

wife |

of his life and that of his family,
and friends. The Home Office interro-
gators were searching for information
to justify their racist moves against him.
They are determined to deport him des-
pite the fact that he has lived in Britain
for 11 years, and the fact that he faces
persecution if deported to Sri Lanka.

Over 50 black people are
deported every week!

Show your opposition to this and fight for
Viraj’s right to stay. Send telegrams or let-
ters of protesttoday to David Waddington,
Home Office, Queen Anne’s Gate, London,
SWi1.

The VMDC meets weekly in Manchester
Town Hall, at 7.30pm on Sundays. A sup-
port group has been set up in Bradford
which meets fortnightly. For further infor-
mation contact: VMDC, Box 38, 434 Corn
Exchange Buildings, Hanging Ditch, Man.
chester M3 4BN.

Viraj Mendis has the right!
Here to stay — here to fight!

Anwar

On Thursday 19 April 1984 Jacqueline
Berkeley and three other young black
women were arrested after an alleged
street disturbance and taken to Moss
Side police station in Manchester.
Jackie says that she was taken alone
into a single cell, stripped naked, racially
abused, and raped by one policeman
and then another, while two police-
women held her down and forced her
legs apart. Jackie was taken to court
two days later, charged with assaulting
the police and with criminal damage -
tearing police shirts. Jackie was speech-
less on herrelease and it wasn’t until the
following Tuesday that she disclosed to
a youth worker that she had been raped.

A team was set up by the police to
investigate Jackie's complaint, led by
Chief Superintendent Glover and Chief
Inspector Birkenshaw. Predictably it
ended by providing Jackie with a sum-
mons from the office of the Director of
Public Prosecutions (DPP), charging her

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED AT MOSS
SIDE POLICE STATION

with wasting police time by making a
false complaint.

The Jackie Berkeley Defence Commit-
tee is demanding from the Greater Man-
chester Police and the DPP the truth
about what happened. Jackie faces
charges of assaulting police, damaging
police uniforms, threatening behaviour
and making a false complaint. She and
her family need your support at Man-
chester Magistrates Court on Monday
25 February 1985. Send donations to
Jackie Berkeley Defence Committee,
cl/o 38 Haydn Avenue, Moss Side, Man-
chester 14. Demonstrate your support
through involvement in the campaign.
The police will label the allegation of
rape as incredible. The black commu-
nity in Britain knows that it is wholly in
keeping with our experience at the
hands of the British police.

From statement by Jackie Berkeley
Defence Committee

® Edinburgh FRFI anti-fascist
initiative

An initial response has been received to
the Edinburgh Fight Racism! Fight Imper-

| 1alism! initiative (see FRFI 43) calling on

all progressive groups in Edinburgh tc
unite against the growing presence of
fascism.

A positive response came from the First
of May bookshop collective (themselves
threatened on numerous occasions by fas-
cists/loyalists) and the Edinburgh Latin
American Solidarity Campaign. Both wish
to meet other groups to discuss what can
be done. Unfortunately the same cannot
be said for certain representatives of the
Labour controlled Edinburgh District
Council. Councillors Val Woodward and
Alex Wood refused point blank to consider
even a meeting to discuss joint action
Alex Wood explained that the Labowr
group already had ‘their own commities
and justified sectarianism saying that the

| Labour Party could not work with the Revo-

lutionary Communist Group because we
regard them as ‘counter-revolutionary.’
Edinburgh FRFI will point out to these
councillors that however our politica
views may differ the point of setting up an
anti-fascistcampaignisthatitcanunitea
different progressive groups on the on
Issuein ordertoguarantee strongeffective
action.
Helen Anderson for Edinburgh FRFI

h

. @ Colin Hoach—poﬁcé_-éxpose
- themselves

When Colin Hmach was I{I”Ed in SL:-:-
Newington police station on 12 Januan

1983, the police claimed he commir_tez
suicide in the station foyer. There was no
evidence for this — no blood on the foyes

! : : ’ . walls and no marks where the gun had
of the interview the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign (VMDC) organ- |

allegedly fallen. Despite this and the mas-
sive protest movement by the local com-
munity, which was brutally attacked by
the police, the ‘inquest ratified the police
cover up operation by endursmg thew sus-
cide verdict. Over a year later, the police,
in the person of Sir Kenneth Newman,

lies and falsehoods. In his Commission-
ers report to Parliament, Newman states

| that Colin ‘committed suicide' not in the
| fover, but in ‘an interview room’. Scotland

Yard claims not to be able to explain this
‘mistake’. We know that it isa product of a
racist police cover up falling apart.

® Cirus Noor back on normal
Iocahun

After 4 months in Wandsworth Prison’s
hospital wing, Cirus Noor a black political
prisoner is back on normal location. To
break his fighting spirit. the prison autho-
rities and Home Office tried to certify him
under the Mental Health Act. Had they

| succeeded, Cirus could have been detain-
. ed indefinitely. This savage manoeuvre,
. used frequently against black prisoners,

was defeated following protests by Cirus,

. otherprisoners (Shujaa Moshesh staged a
' 3day hunger strike), FRFl and the SNHDC
' (see FRFI 39 and 40). Nevertheless while
| in the prison ‘hospital' Cirus was forcibly
| drugged and also lost 4 months remission.
| He will now be held until April 1985. Vigi-
. lance remains necessary as the Home
. Office warns that he will be released
| ‘'unless of course future reports indicate
. that hospital treatment is appropriate’.

.—ﬁeﬁonation threat'aéainst
1981 youth

On Wednesday 10 October, the High
Court turned down Karamjit Singh’s
appeal against a Home Office deportation
order. During the 1981 uprisings two racist
Birmingham clubs were petrol bombed. In
1983 Karamijit and 4 other youths were im-
prisoned for arson. Karamjit was sen-
tenced to 18 months. Whilst in prison the
Home Office initiated deportation pro-
ceedings against him. He was interviewed
by immigration officers and within
months of his release he received a depor-
tation order. The Karamijit Singh Defence
Campaign stated: ‘It is clear that the
Home Office is attempting to link deporta-
tion with criminalisation. Therefore, this is
a threat to all black people who resort to
self-defence...” The campaign is now
appealing to the Civil Court. For informa-
tion contact Campaign Against the Crim-
inalisation and Deportation of Black
Youth, c/o 101 Villa Road, Handsworth,
Birmingham.
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@ Coffin’ up
Enter the Coffinola scandal. Three
elderly Metropolitan rozzers have
been caught in the age-old practice
of taking bribes from undertakers
for calling them in to remove
bodies.

Fortunately for PCs Bundy,
Sawford and Webb, Mr Michael
Worsley, the prosecutor, fell over
himself to say what wonderful
bobbies they were and described
this particularly morbid version of
baksheesh as ‘tipping’. ‘It is fair to
say they gave good service to the
distressed relatives who spoke well
of them’ continued the under-
zealous prosecutor.

The tips, bribes — call them what
you will — totalled £2606. The fines
totalled £650, a disproportionately
small sum. Does this constitute a
grave miscarriage of justice?

@® Another blow up

A footnote on the fate of Sir
Anthony Berry, star of last month'’s
Police File who knocked over
numerous policemen in an attempt
to escape the breathaliser. It is a
pity but the Conservative MP will
not now be facing the magistrates,
due to his unfortunate demise in an
explosive incident in Brighton,
more about which you may have
read elsewhere.

@® Bye Bye Alfy
Another fond farewell, this time to
dear old Alfy Parrish, Chief
Constable of Derbyshire who got
his expenses in a muddle and
spent too much of the ratepayers’
money on lavish furnishings for his
office.

The pressure of press attention,
a police committee investigation,
and rude jokes about him in Police
File, have finally got to Alf: he is to
resign prematurely on grounds of
‘ill health’. But Alf's fighting spirit
has not entirely deserted him, and
he will be campaigning ‘to clear his
good name’. Tough.

@® Scandal on tap

An unusual — and probably
temporary — contribution to the civil
rights lobby by the Police
Federation when they discovered
that members were subject to
phone taps by nosy parker James
Anderton. The born-again chief
constable of Manchester
‘developed’ the policy of recording
999 calls to include listening in on
the private internal phone calls of
his officers, and numerous juicy
affairs were uncovered. A woman
worker resigned when her amorous
liaison with a senior officer was
discovered, and disciplinary
actions was taken against other
policemen which led to
resignations and transfers.

@ Private justice with
private means

British Telecom today, the Old
Bailey tomorrow? Yes, you've
guessed it, plans are afoot to
privatise the British civil courts.
‘Every citizen has a right to civil
justice’ (we'll let.that one pass) ‘but
the state does not have a duty to
provide such justice free of charge’.
So sayeth Master of the Rolls Sir
John Donaldson.

He told the Law Society that
people who sought legal aid for
‘unjustified’ claims should be
required to bear all the costis.

Sir John also complains that the
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whereas the man ‘of moderate

= M Sl rrulinirss Perhans Sir
o L J = 1 o [

have more regard for
t, it is only a little

Notes and CommmentrsS

Car workers have been pushed into the
front line of struggle against the Tory gov-
emment’s new Trade Union Act. During the
first few days of November 35,000 car work-
ers have been on strike demanding better
pay and conditions. The strikes at Jaguar
and BL’s Austin Rover are illegal under the
Act as they were called by democratic votes
at mass meetings, and not by secret ballot
as the Act demands. Austin Rover’s chiefs
have rushed to the courts to get injunctions
against 6 unions, trying to force them to
hold secret ballots. Failure to do so could

mean a fine of up to £250,000 against each

union involved.

Austin Rover workers have responded by
refusing to be intimidated by the unelected
judges — ‘vandals in ermine’ Ken Living-
stone once called them — and have contin-
ued to strike and have organised militant
and successful picket lines. Jaguar bosses
decided against using the courts and

- instead have decided to push a tiny amount

of their £100 million record profits in the
workers’ direction.

Workers in the car industry have taken a
beating over the past eight years. Egged on
by both Tory and Labour governments, car
industry chiefs have ruthlessly pushed
through speed ups at the cost of thousands
of jobs, working conditions and real wages.
Over the past five years for example, the

| CAR WORKERS FACE TO FACE WITH THE LAW

number of employees at BL has declined by

48%, while the productivity of each worker

has jumped dramatically in the same
period from the equivalent of 5 cars a year
to 15.

Militant action has been constantly
undermined through divisions amongst the
workforce created by differential bonus
arrangements, and by the sabotage of
some trade union leaderships. The AUEW
has got itself off the hook by denouncing
the strikes at Austin Rover as ‘unofficial’
and begging the judges to keep its funds
intact as a result. The electricians, EEPTU,
now led by Eric Hammond, true to form, has
instructed its members to break the strike
and return to work. Yet at Longbridge elec-
tricians actually voted by 111 to 80 to join
the stoppage. Hammond’s instructions to
his members came in the same week as he
announced he wanted the EEPTU to join
the bosses organisation, the CBI.

The car workers’ fight for decent wages
has also tumed into a fight to defend basic
trade union rights against the state. In
Thatcher’s Britain no section of the work-
ing class and the oppressed should be
under any illusion —only the most tena-

cious battle to defend the democratic right

to organise will preserve the right to
struggle itself.
John Strawson O

Preparations for chemical warfare are
going on at USAF Greenham Common. On
25 September 1984 women found docu-
ments in the safe room behind the confer-
ence room of building No 1 Administration
HQ. These documents show that 1,456
American personnel on the base had been
assigned to chemical warfare training as of
1 June 1984 and that 94% were trained.

The documents also list nuclear biolog-
ical and chemical defence equipment for
ground launched cruise missile flights. The
equipment listed would be useless in the
event of the convoy attacked by NBC
weapons but would be required to detect
leakage in the event of a road accident. We
believe the US military is preparing to carry
both nuclear and chemical warheads in
ground launched cruise missiles, on British
roads!

At present the manufacture and stockpil-

CHEMICAL WARFARE AT GREENHAM COMMON

ain. At the same time it is accepted that
America manufactures and stockpiles che-
mical weapons in America. How does this
affect the American military presence in
Britain?

The British involvement in American che-
mical warfare planning is indicated in the
documents. After USAF Greenham Com-
mon has increased its alert status (comp-
leted training programmes and assembled
equipment) then the British authorities will
notify them what area to use for a toxic free
area. Implying that they can bring chemical
weapons into other areas.

We believe that replacing nuclear with
chemical warheads is in keeping with Rea-
gan’s recent statement about nuclear dis-
armament. We believe that chemical wea-

pons are as destructive to life as nuclear
and must be stopped immediately. These

documents expose the lies and double

ing of chemical weapons is illegal in Brit- think of NATO’s ‘defence’ policy. O
FASCISTS’ FRIENDS | Tory Party Conference
... persons detained for pOII“C&.l REPORT FROM THE RU'"S‘

reasons should be better treated than
ordinary prisoners...' (War Cabinet
minutes, November 24, 1941, made pub-
lic last month). Who could Prime Mini-
ster Winston Churchill, jailer and hang-
man of oppressed peoples throughout
the world, have been talking about?
None other than Sir Oswald Mosley,
leader of the British Union of Fascists!
The War Cabinet, which included Lab-
our members Attlee and Bevin, was dis-
cussing Mosley's new quarters in Hollo-
way prison, where he and his wife had
been moved from Brixton. They were
accommodated in a separate block set
aside for this purpose, which had
outdoor recreational facilities and a
vegetable garden. Lady Mosley was
allowed to have new clothes brought in
from outside, and the couple employed
two other prisoners as domestic ser-
vants. Later on, he was given extra
visits, so that he could deal with his
business affairs, such as buying a farm!

This considerate treatment of a fasc-
ist leader was extended to other mem-
bers of the British Union of Fascists
detained at the same time — the prison
governor was instructed not to hand-
cuff them unless there was a special
reason for doing so; and BUF officials
were allowed to receive their salaries
while still in prison! The decision to
keep Mosley in this comfortable
lifestyle was defended in the House of
Commons by the Labour Home Secret-
ary Herbert Morrison, who at the very
same time banned the Communist
Party paper The Daily Worker and stood
by while over 1,000 miners from Bettes-
hanger Colliery in Kent who had gone

. on strike for higher wages were fined,
. and three of their comrades imprisoned.

The Labour leaders were at one with
Churchill in keeping fascists in
comfortable ‘detention’ and militant

. workers in real prisons!
. Patrick Newman

—_
_—
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The IRA bomb at the Grand Hotel in
Brighton succeeded, at least momentarily,
in denting the ad-man’s dream product
which has become the Tory Party Confer-
ence. No amount of ‘fighting talk’ on the

'Friday following the explosion could hide

the fact that the bomb had struck a terri-
fying blow at the very heart of the ruling
class.

Prior to the bomb the agreed major

theme of the conference set-piece debates .

was that of the Tory Party as defenders of
democracy against the striking miners. On
day one, Peter Walker, Energy Secretary,
called the strike ‘Scargil’'s Marxist
crusade’ and ‘a challenge to the very roots
of our parliamentary democracy...’. He
talked of ‘knocks on the door in the middle
of the night from Red Guards’ who issued
‘foul mouthed threats'. In contrast was the
adulation of scabs. ‘Scabs? They are lions’
said Thatcher. Irene McGibbon, wife of
scab ‘miner’ Robert McGibbon from Bettes-
hanger Colliery, Kent, was given a standing
ovation. The McGibbons are however no
ordinary scabs — they are professionals. In
1974 at the British Leyland Cowley plant
they led an anti-strike campaign. They are
in regular contact with the Freedom Asso-
ciation, a right wing organisation devoted,
among other things, to breaking strikes.
The activities of 3 other ‘lions’ so beloved of
Mrs Thatcher have also come to light. On
Monday 29 October Brenda Stout, wife of a
striking miner at Bickershaw colliery,
Lancashire, who is confined to a wheel-
chair, was slashed on the face and arm and
left bleeding and unconscious by 3 scabs.
Her furniture and possessions were
smashed up. This followed a campaign of
threatening phone calls. Brenda is a
member of Bickershaw Miners Wives Sup-
port Group and is frequently on picket lines.
The local chief inspector's comment was
‘Well, Mrs Stout, you have a lot of publicity
with your wheeichair'.

Leon Brittan, defining pickets as ‘those

THATCHER’S KIND OF SOCIALIST

‘Underlying the whole approach of Scar-
gillism " is a contempt for working
people...the conduct of the strike has alie-

nated millions...Arthur's contempt for de-

mocracy is manifest...’ No, not quotes
from Thatcher or MacGregor, but from
Jimmy Reid, leader of the Upper Clyde
Shipbuilders work-in in 1971 and ex-sec-
retary of the Scottish Communist Party. In
a series or artucles and interviews over the
last few months he has launched a vitriolic
attack on Arthur Scargill and the striking
miners. On the TV programme ‘Union
World’ he likened young miners to the NF,
while in an article in the Observer he
claimed the strike has been a ‘disaster for
the British Labour movement’.

In typically opportunist style he has
claimed to support the miners’ fight for
jobs —so long as it keeps to the rules of
compromise and negotiation that have
always led to defeat in the past. Faced with
a determined struggle by the miners Reid’s
‘support’ soon turnsintovenomous attacks,
particularly on Arthur Scargill, for what he
calls his ‘dogmatic chanting of simplistic
slogans’. What Mr Reid clearly finds so
objectionable is Scargill's refusal to
compromise on his members’ jobs, a sub-
ject Mr Reid knows a lot about. During his
leadership of the UCS work-in 3,000 jobs
were lost and cooperation eagerly offered
in the ‘restructuring’ (ie decimation) of the
shipbuilding industry on the Clyde. Now, in

language indistinguishable from that of -

Thatcher or MacGregor, Reid demands that
the miners go down this same road of com-

promise, claiming it is ‘illogical’ to defend
all pit jobs—much better to accept the
‘logic’ of asystem that leaves coal unmined
while pensioners freeze because there’s no
profit in mining it.

Maybe we shouldn't be surprised
though, because Jimmy Reid isn’t doing so
badly out of Thatcher's Britain. The ex-
pense account lifestyle of a columnist on
the Scottish Daily Record lets him see
things slightly differently from those he
tells to accept capitalist ‘logic’. Indeed Mr
Reid seems to see a completely different
world, so much so that in his long articles
condemning the miners he completely fails
to mention those hoards of armed and
highly organised thugs who show ‘con-
tempt for democracy’ on picket lines every
day — the police.

‘The magnificent Jimmy Reid’ as The
Guardian calls him is the type of socialist
Thatcher & Co love — compromising, comp-
liant and ever ready to accept the ‘logic’ of
the ruling class. But Reid is not just a
corrupt, overpaid journalist, he is also a
close Labour Party colleague of Neil Kin-
nock, and widely regarded as saying what
Kinnock really thinks. When Reid, Kinnock
and the like warn about the courageous
struggle of the miners being a disaster for
the labour movement it is clear what really
worries them —that when workers fight
back effectively the grovel-to-Thatcher
socialists who run to the Labour Party are
one step nearer the dustbin of history.

Colin Thom O

STAR WARS IN THE CPGB

According to the Morning Star, Monday 5
November, 150 people have joined the
Communist Party of Great Britain (CPGB)
over the previous four weeks. These new
members must now be wondering precisely
what they have joined. The first issue of the
CPGB bulletin ‘Communist Focus' that
they will get as members (dated November)
is full of attacks on the very paper that
gleefully reported their recruitment. In
Focus's page three article they will read

‘In recent months the Star itself has been
guilty of suppressing or delaying publi-
cation of Communist Party statements,
refusing the right of reply, and
manipulating the correspondence col-
umns so as to exclude many letters sup-
porting the positions of the Party...’

The article then lists some 17 examples of
suppression, delay and manipulation.
What the new members of the CPGB will be
beginning to realise is that the Party is in
fact in the middle of a vicious factional
struggle. One faction comprises of the CP
leadership of Gordon McLennan which is
usually described as ‘Eurocommunist’, and
the other consists of the Editorial Board of
the Morning Star and the co-op which
actually owns it, the Peoples Printing Press
Society. Since the last Party congress in
October 1983 the CPGB has been trying to
get back control of the paper which it
regards as its own.

Last month saw the culmination of the
latest campaign of the McLennan leader-
ship. This was the convening of meetings
of its supporters amongst the shareholders
of the PPPS. With meetings all ovar the
country the leadership could only muster
1,383 people. And this out of a claimed
membership of 15,691 back in 1983. The
uny turnout to these factional meetings

may well be connected with the approach
supporters of the leadership have to the
paper. The same issue of ‘Communist
Focus' carries an article by Peter Relph
who whines, ‘We can learn a lot from the
success of papers like the Mirror by study-
ing their format, content and presentation’.
Tony Chater, the Editor of the Morning Star
may feel safe with opponents like that.

For the new members of CPGB, the situ-
ation of the factional struggle should not
blind them to the thoroughly opportunist
character of the Party. The CPGB
denounces the Irish liberation struggle at
every occasion. It carries out no consistent
campaigning against racism but rather
begs the racist ruling class for ‘non-racist
immigration controls’. In the recent
struggle in the Anti-Apartheid Movement, it
was more often than not CPers who led the
fight to try to stop anti-imperialist and
direct action campaigns. Many of the new
members of the CP are miners and their
supporters. FRFI is quite confident that
fresh from the experiences of real struggle
on the picket lines, these forces could
challenge such politics.

If new members of the Communist Party
have problems in deciding which opportu-
nist faction to support, the Financial Times
is not in doubt. Malcolm Rutherford, writing
in the 9 November edition makes his posi-
tion clear. ‘The broad left should team up
behind the attempt to take control of the
Morning Star, the Communist Party daily
newspaper, away from the Stalinists. You
might then have a genuine left-wing paper
with editorial flair, possibly run on low cost
modern technology. It would be vastly pre-
ferable to Mr Robert Maxwell and the Daily
Mirror.’

John Strawson O]

#

out to smash freedom’, promised endless
funding (over and above that raised on % of
a penny rate) for local authorities for polic-
ing to smash the miners strike. He promised
legal protection in the Police Bill for police
constables ‘threatened’ with dismissal by
‘left wing’ local authorities and yet more sti-
pendiary magistrates to be drafted in to
deal with miners’ cases. Brittan praised the
police for ‘holding the line' against ‘those
who mass together with makeshift wea-

pons’. He did not detail whether this
included the occasion when one policeman:

forced NUM stickers up a miner's nose with
a biro while the miner was handcuffed, held
prone on the ground by a gang of police
thugs, with his head forced back with a
truncheon under his chin.(Rainworth, Notts

on 14 May 1984, cited in Thelron Fistareport.

to Yorkshire NUM by Susan Miller and
Martin Walker).

And so the gathering continued in an
orgy of profit worship and anti-working
class frenzy. Norman Fowler gloated over
the privatisation of ancilliary services inthe
NHS, failing to mention that a private firm

had allowed in a hospital in Cambridge the

use of 14 year old giris as cleaners at £1.40

an hour. Norman Tebbit, Secretary for
Trade and Industry, revelled in the sale of 16
nationalised”companies in the last year,
including the imminent one of British Tele-
com (worth £4bn). ‘Privately run business’
stated the resolution following Tebbit's
speech, 'is a fundamental part of a free
society’. Rubbing their hands in glee at the
profits to come, the conference gave him a
standing ovation.

Thatcher's final speech came after the
bomb had gone off. Overtly linking together
the striking miners with the IRA she stated
that ‘the nation now faces the most testing
crisis of our times — the battle between the
extremists and the rest... We are fighting,
as we have always fought, for the weak as
well as the strong. We are fighting for great
and good causes. We are fighting to defend
them against the power and might of those
who rise up to challenge them.’

Fortunately the experiences of count-
less people during the miners’ strike will
have told them what claptrap this is. These
people will have greeted the news of the
bomb blast at the Tory Conference with
feelings far removed from sadness.

Olivia Adamson O
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On the very weekend that the British media spewed out ruling class hysteria
about the Brighton bombing, the Irish Solidarity Movement defiantly held its
Irish Solidarity Weekend march and Conference. The weekend showed that
genuine solidarity with the Irish struggle for national liberation can be built
amongst the working class in Britain. Saturday’s 300 strong march was trailed
by reporters eager no doubt to see a hostile response from the working class

.........

community along the route. They were to be sorely dfsappointed as passers by
gave the march a friendly reception. Hysteria about the Brighton bombing was
confined entirely to the ruling class. Working class people in Britain have
begun to suffer the poverty, unemployment and repression which has long
been the lot of people oppressed by imperialism. The miners’ strike and the
brutal response of the police and courts has opened many people’s eyes to the
reality of the British imperialist state. Ruling class propaganda about the Irish
struggle is no longer easily swallowed. That an openly pro-Irish march should
meet warmth and sympathy on the day after an IRA attempt to blow up the
British government shows the change that is taking place.

Sunday’s Conference ‘Belfast, Brixton, Orgreave — An Injury to One is an
Injury to All’ drove home this point. The audience of 220 rose cheering to see
John McCluskey, ex Irish POW, and Malcolm Pitt, President of Kent NUM,
raising clasped hands on the platform in a magnificent display of unity be-

prisoners. He told the
Conference that as
miners are sent to
prison because of the
strike, the British work-
ing class must learn,
as the Irish people
learned, that those e R
imprisoned as aresult & i an
of struggle must not i T

be forgotten. A move-
ment must fight for the
rights of its prisoners

e

tween the Irish people and British workers in struggle. During eight months of and Uﬂderst_ﬂ_nd that S & & . S o
determined struggle the miners have leamed major political lessons. Their they are political
experience has driven many of them to identify with the struggle of the Irish  prisoners.

John McCluskey
constantly empha-
sised another
lesson — that no
struggle can advance
unless it is politically
organised, that every- - SRR :
body who opposes imperialism must join a political movement. The POWs, he
said, know this even from the inside of a prison looking out. This is a message
of enormous importance for the developing forces of revolution in Britain,
forces which as yet are not politically organised.

Political organisation is essential, not only to deal with attacks by the ruling
class but also to oppose its agents within the working class. David Reed, a

people. That is the significance of a miners leader, Malcolm Pitt, speaking on
an Irish solidarity platform and saying:

‘...the miners are
now learning that
oppression is the
same wherever it is
and that indeed the
Irish people and the
British working
class are allies in a
common struggle
against the common

JOHN HARRIS/IFL :

)

exploiter and the leading member of the Revolutionary Communist Group, warned of the
common oppressor ‘deadly grip’ of opportunism, pointing out that the same Labour and trade
...We fight the union leaders who have tried to undermine the miners strike have also

consistently supported British rule in Ireland. The British working class can
only advance its struggle by breaking from these opportunists and uniting
with its real allies, the Irish people who are fighting British imperialism. As
Kinnock once again scabs on the miners strike by refusing to speak at NUM
rallies called at a critical stage of the strike, this political lesson is driven
home.

The platform at the Conference united representatives of miners in
struggle, Irish revolutionaries and communists. The purpose of the Irish
Solidarity Weekend was to aid the building of an anti-imperialist solidarity
movement which can unite those whose own experience of struggle has led
them to oppose the British state. Miners, peace women, black people, prison-
ers — they will give genuine solidarity to the Irish people. For two years the ISM
has campaigned for united action amongst organisations which claim to
support the Irish people. These organisations have barely responded and with
few exceptions boycotted the ISM Weekend. The task of building solidarity
with the Irish struggle is too urgent to be left to the whims and fancies of sec-
tarians such as these. We must look to the future and build a movement which
can give practical expression to the slogan ‘Belfast, Brixton, Orgreave — An
Injury to One is an Injury to AllY’

same battle but...
on different fronts.’

As FRFIl has
consistently argued it
is those forces in

Britain which face
exploitation and

. (D4R, repression that will be
e . the first to make
- P common cause with

the Irish people.

The Irish people
have resisted the rep-
ressive forces of Brit-
ish imperialism for

_ decades. John Mc-
Cluskey, a symbol of
that resistance, spent
ten years in a British
gaol, losing all his

PAUL MATTSSON

Maxine Williams, Malcolm Ellis, Pauline Sellars
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POLICE TERROR IN
GRIMETHORPE

The level of police brutality and police
occupation of entire communities dur-
ing the miners strike has led increas
ingly to comparisons being drawn with
life in occupied Ireland. In October in the
Yorkshire village of Grimethorpe the
comparison was forcibly raised when
police brutality led the community to
fight back using methods long familiar
in Ireland.

On Sunday 14 October the police
arrested nineteen men and three youths
who were bagging coal on a local tip.
Though in previous disputes miners
have been allowed to collect coal the
NCB has changed this policy during the
current strike. They called the police
who arrived in three armoured riot vans.
Numerous riot police in unnumbered
boiler suits chased the miners swinging
their truncheons. One 14 year old was
handcuffed to a police bike. Such was
the ferocity of the police attack that
local women on the nearby estate built
barricades to try and stop the police
vans. Early the following morning min-
ers fought with police in the pit yard and
later, when the NCB brought in loaders
to remove the coal that they themselves
had dumped there, angry pickets set fire
to one of the giant £40,000 machines
and destroyed it. As riot vans moved
into the area again. a large crowd
assembled and moved off to the local
police station where they smashed
every window and overtumed a police
car. Two police officers — one a woman
— were forced to flee and police rein-
forcements were rushed in. Confronta-
tions carried on that evening and the
next. The Chief Constable of South
Yorkshire raised the comparison with
Ireland again when he asserted ‘There
are no no-go areas in South Yorkshire’.

As in the Six Counties of Ireland there
was no shortage of people stepping in
to try and damp down the fire lit by
police brutality. A hasty meeting was
called between the Police Committee,
the police and the local community. So
frightened by the community’sresponse
were the police that the Deputy Chief
Constable apologised ‘unreservedly’ for
police misbehaviour. When George
Moore, a member of the Labour con-
trolled police authority told miners to
stay away from coal tips as they were
NCB property, everybody in the hall just
laughed. During the discussion a miner
pointed out that nobody condemned
David for throwing stones at Goliath.
George Moore replied that no one
achieved anything by such means. The
miner replied ‘David did’ and got loud
applause.

The sham of the police apology at the
meeting was shown when that very day,
in Rossington, just a few miles away, a
young miner was badly injured when a
police horsebox was deliberately driven
into him.

Olivia Adamson
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JOHN McCLUSKEY

John McCluskey was released from Parkhurst gaol on 10
October 1984 having served a ten year sentence as an
Irish POW. He lost every day of his remission and spent
four and a half years in solitary confinement. *...| was
picked up in 1974 and | was 100% committed then; I'm
more than 100% committed now.’

‘ ...We can’t afford to sit back, none of us, that’s how serious the struggle is

...solaccept thisinvitationtospeak here onthis platform withthe ISM ,
100% and I’'m proud to be with you here today and also with Malcolm Pitt.

ON THE MINERS
‘ There are a lot of miners who have been picked up and locked up in prison
today and if | have one criticism of the NUM...it’s this: they have not yet
thought out clearly their position in relation to theirimprisoned comrades and
thatis a grave weakness ... Will they be forgotten about oris it justamemory, a
demonstration outside the prisons now and again? How are their comrades to
behave when they are locked in prison...If they are political prisoners
obviously they must then fight for political status within the prison, that is
something that the miners, as far as | know, haven’t yet thought about. We in
occupied Ireland...learned thatlessonlate but nevertheless we learnedit from
experience, we had to fight for political status and political prisoners in this
country, although they are not recognised as political prisoners, have never-
theless achieved quite a lot over the last ten years...struggling on different
fronts, trying to educate different prisoners around us, struggling against ,
horrible conditions and paying a fairly heavy penalty for that struggle...

ON TRADE UNION LEADERS

‘ ’m sure there are a few other (Trade Union) leaders who would be pre-
pared to take the same stand as Malcolm Pitt but there are a tremendous
amount of them who would not and will not speak to the workers and tell them
the truth, that their struggle is the same struggle against the government,
against the capitalists and until they realise this they will get nowhere

ON PRISONERS

4 ...there are many Irish prisoners serving life sentences and conditions

are going to be worse for them in the future...The Home Office...have
already made plans to open up seven or eight control units ... disruptive pris-
oners, prisoners who have a political ideal or are trying to organise things
within the prison... they are going to put them into these control units ... They
haven’t yet been opened up but it is quite obvious that they’re going to be 5
worse than the prison conditions that are around at the moment

£ - the prisoners) are living in isolation, lack of commthication with people

outside, people on the outside not knowing what is needed. The most
important thing that has happened in the last two or three years was this orga-
nisation, the ISM and a number of other organisations who have kept regular
contact through writing, papers, letters and books... the curtains were pulled
back and the prisoners were beginning to get a little bit of informationon §
what was happening and we felt that was a great achievement

£ o It will be a great pleasure for me to write to the prisoners and be able to

tell them that I've spoken to you. They will obviously read the FRF| which
is, | think, the best paper that prisoners get today because it covers the prob-
lems of prisoners and highlights one of the essential issues in any struggle...
FRFI seems to have a fairly clear policy and sees the prisoners struggle as ,
an issue, as a very important issue in any struggle

ON ORGANISATION

4 If you want to know what is going on, even in your own country in this class

struggle, there’s no place for any individual who is serious outside of a
political movement. You should be part of a movement... It is pointiess com-
iing along to a Conference if you are not going to join a movement... We know
that, from the inside of the prisons looking out — you must be part of an 5
organisation, you must take part in some way.

S B NN s R e SRl S R
‘John rightly remarked when he
said we should be going out with
helmets on because the type of
justice we have seen comes in
four foot lengths with a madman
on a horse wielding it. When
police act in this way it is des-
cribed as ‘vigorous’; when miners
react it is labelled ‘barbaric acts of
violence’. More often than not we
have reacted in the only way that
is open to us which has been
physical defence.” A Yorkshire
miner at the Conference
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David Reed is a leading member of the Revolutionary
Communist Group whose book ‘lreland Key to the
British Revolution’ re-establishes the authentic com-
munist position in relation to the Irish revolution.

Over ten years ago it was only the ruling class in Britain which
grasped from its own class standpoint the significance of the Irish
struggle in relation to the class struggle in Britain. The ruling class
recognised that since the insurrection in August 1969 the most
direct revolutionary challenge to British imperialism had come
from Ireland. The ruling class has understood what impact the Irish
revolution could have on the British working class; it has
understood that it could give impetus to revolutionary forces in
Britain. The ruling class has been quick to use the experience
gained in Ireland to prepare for the major unrest and popular
rebellion which is inevitable even here as the crisis imposes
intolerable levels of unemployment, poverty, homelessness and
repression on whole sections of the British working class.

John Biggs-Davidson, right-wing Tory
MP and member of the Tory parlia-
mentary committee on Northern Ire-
land, as early as 1973 with remarkable
foresight, voiced the essential connec-
tion between Britain and Ireland. In
doing so he gave clear expression to the
nightmare that haunts the ruling class in
relation to Ireland:

‘“What happens in Londonderry is
very relevant to what can happen in
London, and if we lose in Belfast, we
may have to fight in Brixton or Bir-
mingham. Just as Spain in the thirties
was a rehearsal for a wider European
conflict so perhaps what is happening
in Northern Ireland is a rehearsal for
urban guerilla war more widely in
Europe, particularly in Britain’

Making the same speech today he would
undoubtedly add Orgreave.

The ruling class fears the revolution-
ary potential of the Irish struggle. Last
year ex-secretary of state for Northern
Ireland, James Prior,
shocked from Sinn Fein’s dramatic elec-
tion victories in 1982 and June 1983,
warned us, in November 1983, of the

rather shell-

‘danger’ of Ireland becoming Britain’s
Cuba. He said this immediately after the
election of Gerry Adams as president of
Sinn Fein —and he was talking of the
dangers of Sinn Fein superseding the
Social Democratic and Labour Party
(SDLP).

But while such connections between
Britain and Ireland have been obvious
to the British ruling class, it has only been
in the last few years that the concrete
practical significance of the Irish revo-
lution has begun to impress itself on sec-
tions of the British working class. It has
been a direct result of experience of the
class struggle in Britain and it has
occurred as the deepening crisis has pro-
voked militant resistance to the police
from sections of the working class.

When the first uprising of oppressed
black youth in Britain took place in St
Pauls, Bristol in 1980, the ruling class
instinctively drew a parallel with Ire-
land:

‘It was like a scene from Belfast with—‘

out bombs’ (Daily Mail 3 April 1980).

‘These are things that we have regar-
ded with horror when they happen in

= e ey

Malcolm Pitt (right) greets John
McCluskey

Ulster. We never dreamed that in the
England of 1980 we could have ‘“‘no-
go’’ areas like those of Londonderry.
It must never, never, happen again’
(Sun 5 April 1980)

The main uprising of black and white
youth took place in British cities in
1981. For the first time in Britain CS gas
was used by police against the protestors
in Liverpool 8. CS grenades designed to
penetrate walls were fired at people
causing serious injuries. One man,
David Moore, was murdered by being
deliberately crushed by a police jeep
against a garden fence. After CS gas
came riot shields, snatch squads, inten-
sive riot training with plastic bullets,
and trained marksmen and soldiers in
reserve.

The experience from Ireland was
being used on protestors in Britain. And
tne youth responded to the police with
barricades, bricks and petrol bombs just
like the youth of Derry and Belfast in
the period of the hunger strike. To
understand that this was no one-off
occurrence but rather the beginning of a
systematic building of the forces of
repression to deal with popular rebel-
lion in Britain we need only turn to the
miners’ strike.

What is significant in the miners
strike is that lower paid miners, the min-
ers directly under threat, are dictating
the terms of the strike. The better paid
miners in the more productive pits such
as in Notts and the ‘moderate’ trade
union leaders have been prevented from
imposing their will on the strike in spite
of the propaganda barrage from the
media, support from the Thatcher gov-
ernment, National Coal Board and the
Labour Party leadership. This was most
important on the issue of a national bal-
lot. So with no opportunist forces able
to decisively undermine the strike the
state is forced out into the open to show
its true colours —police violence and
repression against striking miners.
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BELOW WE
REPRINT IN FULL
DAVID REED'S
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BY JOHN
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MALCOLM PITT.

We have seen a national coordinated
police action against the miners, some
20,000 police are involved with around
8,000 operational at any one time. The
action is coordinated by Scotland Yard
using massive computer backed data
gathering for intelligence, etc, under the
control of Kenneth Newman. Kenneth
Newman is the man responsible for re-
organising the Royal Ulster Constabu-
lary to deal with the Republican Move-
ment. We have seen the use of road
blocks, political questioning, beatings,
illegal fingerprinting and photograph-
ing, snatch squads, phone taps, infiltra-
tors —the miners have been brutalised
and attacked by baton-wielding police
in full riot gear.

Eldon Griffiths, Tory MP and offi-
cial parliamentary advisor to the Police
Federation indicated what lies ahead
when he said at the end of September:

‘police will soon need to be equipped
with plastic bullets to combat armed
pickets firing airguns and other wea-
pons’

Alongside the police violence we have
seen the mobilisation of the courts and
the law  against -the striking miners.
General Sir Frank Kitson —head of UK
Land Forces explained this processin his
book ‘Low intensity operations, subver-
sion, insurgency and peace-keeping’.
Kitson said that the law is:

‘just another weapon in the govern-
ment’s arsenal and it becomes little
more than a propaganda cover for the
disposal of unwanted members of the
public’.

This is the ruling class speaking to them-
selves and so they tend to tell a little of
the truth. Kitson’s views draw together
years of experience of British strategy in
counter-revolutionary violence against
liberation movements throughout the
world and, of course, in the Six Coun-
ties of Ireland from 1970-1972. This
strategy can be clearly seen developing
in the miners’ strike particularly in the
use of political bail conditions.

Of the 1,745 miners charged in Not-
tinghamshire alone to 2 October, 1,649
of them (94.5%), have been put on con-
ditional bail —that is to say they have
had political bail conditions imposed on
them to prevent them from picketing. In
all, 4,000 miners have now had bail con-
ditions imposed on them —something
like 80% of those charged. The bail con-

ditions explicitly bar them from picket-

ing or approaching National Coal Board
property, or both —that is, the law is
being used to remove ‘unwanted mem-
bers’ of the NUM from the picket lines.
We have seen the use of archaic laws to
arrest people during the miners’ strike;
the Conspiracy and Protection of Prop-
erty Act 1975 is being used against the
miners — it was last used in 1972 against
the Shrewsbury building workers, three
of whom were sent to prison, Des War-
ren for three years, Ricky Tomlinson
for two years and McKinsie Jones for
nine months. Already 39 miners have
received prison sentences and many
more face the threat of long prison
terms. Home Secretarv, Leon Bnttan,
recently kg EEDeTS,
SEVINg,
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‘those tempted to try their hand at
violence and crime in future might
care to reflect on the fact that arson,
assault causing grievous bodily harm
and criminal damage with intent to
endanger life are offences which carry
life sentences as a maximum’

James Anderton, chief constable of
Manchester, made the position of the
ruling class crystal clear when he said
that mass pickets were: ‘acts of terror-
ism without the bullet and bomb”.

The use of the term ‘terrorist’ is no
coincidence or mistake. Any force which
threatens the power of the ruling class is
invariably labelled ‘terrorist’. So the
democratic right to protest, to picket, to
organise against scabs and police vio-
lence is being criminalised just as the
democratic struggle of the nationalist
people of Ireland for freedom from
British rule was criminalised. Kenneth
Newman, head of the Metropolitan
Police made it clear how he would deal
with unwelcome protest here in Britain
when he said: ‘when willing compliance
with the law was not present the police
had to apply coercion’. When Newman
was head of the RUC, that coercion
involved the torture of suspects to

-extract confessions in order to put them

away for a very, very long period of
time.

As more laws against working class
struggle are enacted, for example, the
Police and Criminal Evidence Bill —
which will legalise many police actions
now illegal and being used against the
miners —road blocks, sealing off areas,
raiding homes and so on, so will more
and more political and trade union acti-
vity be labelled ‘criminal’ and effective
mass action against such laws will be
labelled ‘terrorism’.

The lessons being learned by many
miners today are the same as those
understood by the Irish people many
years ago, that is, when the struggle of
working people for their rights conflicts
with the rule of profit and the dominance
of the wealthy, the ruling class will use
every means at its disposal — it will disre-
gard its own ‘laws’ and so-called ‘demo-
cracy’ —to maintain its own power.

The connections bgtween Ireland, the
uprisings in 1981, and the miners’ strike
are inevitably being drawn by the miners
and their leaders.

In March 1984 — Arthur Scargill said
that: ‘Brixton, Toxteth and St Pauls
were warning shots that injustice and
inequality can only be pushed so far’.

In May 1984 —an Ollerton miner

stated: “The police are everywhere; it’s

just like Belfast’.

In July 1984 — The Miner carried the
headline: ‘Belfast comes to Blidworth’.

And in August 1984 in a whole page
on the connection with Ireland The
Miner said: ‘It is not difficult to see
where we go from here. Is it so unrealis-
tic to assume that lessons learned by the
ruling class in Northern Ireland will be
vigorously exercised here? After all, the
current police commissioner of the Met-
ropolitan Police is the same Kenneth
Newman who served in Northern Ire-
land from 1973-1979 and re-organised
the RUC. The Labour Movement ig-
nores the warnings at its peril’.

Faced with state repression we have
seen during the miners’ strike the miners
have responded on the same lines as the
oppressed have responded everywhere.
The lessons of Ireland, of Brixton and
Liverpool 8 are very quickly learned
under such conditions. The miners have
built barricades, set them alight, over-
turned cars, hurled bricks and stakes in
self-defence against the police. They are
forced to go way beyond the legal, con-
stitutional and peaceful means of
struggle so beloved by opportunists like
Kinnock, Murray, Bill Sirs and others.

No one more than Arthur Scargill
embodies the shift that has taken place
in working class politics as a result of the
miners’ strike. His refusal to purge his
contempt of the High Court judgement
of 28 September is a direct challenge to
the legitimacy of the courts. He makes it
clear that he would rather go to prison

than betray his class when he says:

‘[ stand by my class, by my union —
and if that means prison so be it. We
have come too far, we have suffered
too much for there to be any compro-
mise with either the judiciary or the
government’. '

His refusal to condemn the miners’ ‘vio-
lence’ in defence of their jobs and com-
munities shows him again standing by
his class. When he does this he necessar-
ily comes into conflict not only with the
ruling class and its courts but also with
opportunists like Kinnock, Murray, Sirs
and the rest. While Thatcher stands by

her class, Scargill stands by his. Kin- .

nock, however, sits on the fence, pathe-
tically condemning ‘all violence. ..
without fear or favour’ and in so doing,
let’s have no doubt about it, he betrays
the miners and he betrays the working
class.

Liitle wonder that the miners, like
those fighting state repression before
them, are accused of ‘terrorism’.

The fact that striking miners, in order
to defend their jobs, are forced into
confrontation with the state and its
opportunist defenders in the working
class movement is another vital connec-
tion between the miners’ struggle and
the struggle of the Irish people for self-
determination.

We should remember that the struggle
of the nationalist minority in the Six
Counties of Ireland began, as did the
miners’ strike, peacefully. In Ireland
they marched against sectarian discrimi-
nation and for fundamental democratic
rights. They were batoned off the street
by the RUC. They were brutalised, shot
at and their houses were burnt out. On
14 August 1969, nine year old Patrick
Rooney had half his head blown away
by high velocity bullets fired by the
RUC which pierced the wall of his bed-
room and killed him in his bed. This is
just one example of the police terror
directed against the nationalist people
and it happened, I'd like to remind this
audience, before the Provisional IRA
came into being.

This brutal repression failed to drive
the nationalist minorityinto submission.
They organised mass protests and dem-
onstrations against the paramilitary for-
ces of the Six County statelet and against
the British army, that was sent in by a
Labour government to prop up the sec-

tarian loyalist statelet. And then the,

people created their own people’s army,
the Provisional IRA. [Applause]

To this day the nationalist people
have continued to fight back. They have
refused to allow their struggle for self-
determination to be deterred by imper-
ialist violence or held back by the consti-
tutional and legal limits laid down by
British imperialism.

Thereality that Britishrulecan only be
maintained by coercion and terror has
been exposed in Ireland again and again.
If the Irish Kinnocks, the Social Dem-
ocratic and Labour Party —the moder-
ate constitutional nationalist party in
Ireland —could control the fightback of
the nationalist people in the Six Coun-
ties, there would be no British army, no
Bloody Sundays, no Diplock courts,
because there would be no effective
threat to British imperialist rule in Ire-
land.

Just as, if the Kinnocks, the Murrays,
the Bill Sirs and the scab miners could
control the miners’ strike there would be
no riot squads and baton charges and
there would be nothreat of plastic bullets
being used against the striking miners
because there would be no effective
threat to the power, wealth and privilege
of the British ruling class. For the Irish
people and the miners, the message of
the British ruling class is the same — you
may protest only so long as your protest
poses no serious threat. You may picket
so long as your picketing is ineffective.
However, as soon as you decide that
your rights—in the case of the Irish
people, the right to self-determination,
in the case of the miners, the right to a
job —areto be fought for effectively, the
rules of engagement will quickly change

and the full force of the state will be
brought into action against you.

In Ireland a whole array of special leg-
islation exists to make the struggle of the
nationalist people a crime and give the
RUC and British army virtually unlimi-
ted power to arrest and detain. People
are arrested under the Emergency Pow-
ers Act and/or the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act. They can be held for years
on remand before their case comes to
court. People are then convicted in spe-
cially created non-jury courts by loyalist
judges. From 1976-1979 torture was
used to extract confessions from sus-
pects before they were taken to court.
And there’s a great deal of evidence
today that torture is once again being
used in Ireland. Today paid informers
are used to fabricate evidence against
nationalists. 35 people were sentenced
to over 4,000 years in prison solely on
the word of one paid informer.

When the nationalist people followed

the constitutional path demanded by
the British government and put up
Bobby Sands for election, which he won
convincingly — the British changed the
rules so prisoners could no longer stand
in elections. And the British today
refuse to talk to elected Sinn Fein repre-
sentatives.

In Britain, the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act has been used to intimidate Irish
people in order to discourage them from
political activity in support of the

continued overleaf

MALCOLM PITT

Peter Wardlaw Scottish Republican
prisoner

... the magnificent response by the
miners and their communities has
shown that the oppressed are linked
... when under attack they will fight
back...

East London Asian Collective

We believe that Black people’s
struggle against racism, against the
Police Bill, deportation and all other
state oppression are...part and
parcel of the struggle of the lIrish
people for self-determination.

‘Malcolm Pitt is President of Kent NUM and early in the

miners’ strike was imprisoned for his refusal to accept

‘bail conditions restricting his activity. On the day of the

ISM Conference 800 French trade unionists had arrived in
Kent with 400 tons of food and £58,000. Malcolm Pitt
nevertheless came to the Conference and took his stand

on the side of the Irish people.

‘ | thought it was necessary to come today despite the obvious problem
we’ve got in our coalfield with organising such a tremendous manifesta-
tion of solidarity because, particularly in the present atmosphere | think it is
absolutely essential that everyone who recognises the legitimate struggle of
the Irish people for unity, stand up and actually express their solidarity with
the Irish people. Whatever position people take on the question of the Brigh-
ton bombing...one thing we must do as a Labour or trade union movement is
to make it quite clear that the question of violence in Ireland and in Great
Britain is clearly the result of imperialist exploitation and oppression

‘ And we hear too all the arguments about ballots, about votes, about the

process of democracy. We do not concede that any person has the right to
put a cross on a piece of paper to vote somebody else out of a job. We will not
concede that these people in government have the right to lecture the NUM
and also the British Labour and trade union movement in the virtues of democ-
racy. These people,...have no right to lecture the British miners...because
these are the people who have denied the Irish people the right to unity and
nationhood. These are the people who for years played the Orange card and
gerrymandered the constituencies of Derry and Belfast. And these are the
people who for over 200 years have kepthalf the peoples of the worldinthe §
chains of imperialist oppression with their armies and their thugs

‘ The crisis of their system...can no longer be contained in the far far

reaches of the third world... This struggle is now in their own backyard in
the very heartland of capitalism, in Britain and in Ireland. And we see the most
powerful combination, as Lenin said, the greatest trial for British imperialism
is the combination of industrial action by the British working class and the ,
struggle for national liberation

‘ ...many of the Labour politicians have dangled about in the middle,
‘there’s violence on the one side and violence on the other.” Well | say that
our union is unambiguous when it says that we are proud of our young

miners...We welcome the birth of a new generation of class fighters in y,

this country

‘ But also our women, | take the chance on this platform to pay tribute to the

women of the British coalfields. Because as in Ireland, as so long ago in
the Commune of Paris, in Red Pétrograd, in the sierras of Cuba, in every single
gigantic social upheaval then the women have refused to accept a ,
submissive role in society .

4 We have seen over the past eight months the whole paraphernalia of the
riot police...the special squads, which in fact the people of Ireland have
‘experienced for generations...Whole villages have been cordoned off...
. thousands of our members arrested, systematically beaten...interrogated by
_Special Branch men and several of our members (they have got a bit of a way
“to catch up with John) have spent periods of time in prison ... their crime is the
audacity to fight for the right to work...We have lost five of our members
in this dispute...they are as much the victims of British imperialism as ,
‘Sean Downes.

‘ ...we ought to pledge ourselves again to the complete emancipation of
labour. Because the emancipation of labour, the fight for socialism is
intertwined indissolubly with the fight for the national liberation of Ireland.
In the words of James Connolly, and these should be remembered by
every trade unionist and Labour movement activist in this country, he said

‘The cause of Labour is the cause of Ireland and the cause of Ireland is the ,

cause of labour, they cannot be dissevered.’
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COLMAN DOYLE

continued

Republican Movement in Ireland. Of
the 5,600 arrested under the PTA by the
end of 1983, 104 (1.8%) were charged
with so-called terrorist offences and 86
(1.5%) were found guilty. Clearly, this
law is designed to silence the Irish com-
munity in Britain.

When the SDLP demand that Irish
people ‘keep within the law’, when Kin-
nock and Murray demand that striking
miners keep within the law, they are in
fact demanding submission to British
imperialist exploitation and oppression.

It is no coincidence that the same
Labour and trade union leadership who
have condemned picket line violence
and continually attempt to undermine
the miners’ strike are the same people
who have consistently supported British
rule in Ireland. Indeed the . Labour
Party, whenever it has been in govern-
ment, has in fact escalated imperialist
violence and repression in Ireland.

The Irish people have long found
themselves confronted by a reactionary
alliance of the British imperialist state,
its loyalist supporters, the so-called
moderate nationalists of the SDLP and
the treacherous pro-imperialist leader-
ship of the British Labour and trade
union movement. The disastrous conse-
quences for both the Irish people and
the British working class of this reac-
tionary leadership of the British Labour
and trade union movement has been
demonstrated time and again on the
Irish question.

In 1913, the poorest and most op-
pressed Dublin workers, organisedinthe
Irish Transport and General Workers
Union led by James Larkin and James
Connolly, had to confront the reaction-
ary alliance of the Dublin capitalists, the
British imperialist ruling class and the
leaders of the British Labour and trade
union movement. The Dublin workers
fought a courageous and determined
eight month struggle in the course of
which they created their own workers’
defence force against police violence —
the Irish Citizen Army. The one thing
they needed to ensure victory was real
solidarity action from the working class
in Britain. Rank and file workers in
transport unions and indeed the South
Wales miners did respond by organising
sympathetic strike action and making
donations to the Dublin workers. The
Dublin workers attracted support from
revolutionary nationalists in Ireland,
socialist leaders like John Maclean in
Britain, militant suffragettes like Sylvia
Pankhurst and many thousands of rank
and file workers.

However, the British Labour and
trade union leaders moved into action
immediately to stamp out solidarity
action. Larkin was forced to appeal to
British workers directly and urged them
toreject their leaders who he described as
‘serpents’. Unfortunately, the strength
of the opportunist trade union leader-
ship proved too great. Ben Tillett, pre-
viously regarded as a militant leader and
who had stood on platforms with Lar-
kin calling for the arming of workers,
led the attack on Larkin at the special
TUC congress called in December 1913.
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Tillett turned against Larkin because

Larkin and the struggle he represented,
threatened to undermine the control of
the opportunist leaders over the British

- working class, that is, to split the British

labour movement. The British Labour
and trade union leaders were as terrified
of ‘Larkinism’ as the Dublin employers
themselves, William Martin Murphy,
leader of the Dublin employers, made
clear what was so terrifying about Lar-
kinism when he said:

‘It is not a question of an attack on
trade unionism at all. I have been in
business for nearly 50 yearsand I have
never before known anything like
Larkinism. It is not trade unionism in
the ordinary sense at all.’

In just the same way today, the govern-
ment, the media, the Labour Party and
trade union leaders continually de-
nounce what they call ‘Scargillism’. ‘It’s
not trade unionism in the ordinary sense

In 1921, the Irish people led by the
IRA had fought British imperialism to a
standstill and forced the British govern-
ment to negotiate with Republican lead-
ers. Unfortunately, throughout the war
of independence and during the treaty
negotiations, the British Labour and
trade union leadership successfully pre-
vented any significant mobilisation of
British workers in support of the Irish
people’s struggle for a united indepen-
dent Republic. This meant that Lloyd
George could threaten the Irish people
with ‘an immediate and terrible war’
should they not accept the partition of
Ireland. In the succeeding civil war the
anti-Treaty Republicans were left to
fight alone and were defeated. The con-
sequences for the British working class
were a whole series of betrayals and
defeats at the hands of the very same
Labour and trade union leadership, cul-
minating in the defeat of the General
Strike of 1926.
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Vince Donnelly Irish POW

| must congratulate all at ISM on a very successful year, the outcome of hard
work and dedication at all levels. May the next year be equally successful and
satisfying and, if so, we will reap the just rewards of our efforts by starting
imperialism on the slippery slope to defeat.

m

at all’, No, it isn’t trade unionism in the
ordinary sense at all —it’s fighting trade
unionism that is going to win through
effective picketing. The parallel between
‘Scargillism’ and ‘Larkinism’ is an obvi-
ous one. The struggle of oppressed
workers not only threatens the ruling
class but also those Labour and trade
union leaders who have hung on to their
powerful positions in the labour move-
ment through negotiation, compromise
and compliance with the ruling class, its
laws and institutions. The consequence
of this in 1913 was not only a defeat for
the Dublin workers but also for the Brit-
ish working class who a year later were
led to the slaughter in the first imperial-
ist war and it was Ben Tillett who called
on workers to join the British army.

-

The ISM banner led an Irish

i géht and a Victory to the Armagh Women ban-

In the recent period the same process
can be seen during the hunger strike of
1981. At no time during that courageous
struggle by Irish prisoners of war was
there any significant opposition from
the Labour and trade union movement
to the murderous policy of the Thatcher
government. The uprisings in the same
year of black and white youth were simi-
larly isolated and betrayed. The That-
cher government was therefore able to
survive the most serious challenge to its
rule since it was elected in 1979. The
consequence for the British working
class was the imperialist slaughter in the
Falklands/Malvinas, and a landslide
victory for the most reactionary govern-
ment since the Second World War.

As we have already said, many miners

ner. ISCs from Edinburgh, Manchester, North, South and East London, Leeds, Bradford,
Southampton and Dundee were present, also banners from FRFI/RCG:; Viraj Mendis
Defence Campaign; Proletarian; Peoples Democratic Front; SAEPC: and Gays. Com-
rades from Breakout! Collective: Greenham Common; Feminist Action: Stoke Newing-
ton and Hackney Defence Campaign; East London Asian Collective; Red Action and
Bristol TOM joined the march. Support was evident — 246 FRFI were sold, thousands of
leaflets were given out and over £69 collected on petitions and at the rally. The march
was an opportunity for all those in Britain who declare their support for the right of the
Irish people to self-determination to stand up and be counted. Yet, the Irish Freedom
Movement, TOM and Irelands War Support Group were conspicuous for their absence
refusing to rise above sectarian differences and place the interests of the Irish people
first. A statement from the ISM in response to the Brighton bombing was read out at the

rally,

‘... We in the Irish Solidarity Movement say that all the deaths and injuries resulting
from the war in Ireland are the direct responsibility of British imperialism and all
those who condone continued British rule in Ireland. The Irish people have a right to

fight back against British imperialism by whatever means they choose!’

Pauline and Ainne

MRS ELIZABETH

HILL

‘ Margaret Thatcher has said that
there are no political prisoners

. but the fact that she is treating them

as a Special Category A is admitting
that they are political prisoners...
political prisoners of war. Five prison-
ers have died in this country and four
prisoners have been sent back — the
Price sisters, Gerard Kelly and Hugh
Feeney. These prisoners were almost
at death’s door during the hunger
strike and were force fed. If they get
their way they would like to send all

., the prisoners back in coffins. But we

must not stand back and watch this.
We have got to have them repatri- 5

- ated back to our own country.

NOSSLLVIN 1NVd

have come to see that the failure to
oppose British repression in Ireland has
led to a strengthening and refinement of
the very apparatus that is used, and will
be used to a greater and greater degree,

against any militant resistance in Brit- '

ain.

If T might take the opportunity of
quoting Malcolm Pitt who said at the 18
August demonstration this year, calling
for British withdrawal from Ireland,

‘the people of Ireland and the British
miners and the British working class
are locked in struggle with the same
enemy but on different fronts. .. And
we have to be honest as a Labour
movement we often turned our
backs. But now, we are experiencing
the same tactics, and we have learnt
the lesson, we will remember, and we'
will stand with all oppressed against
this sort of harassment in the future’.

However, it is vital also to recognise that
the failure to make common cause with
the Irish people has strengthened the
deadly grip of the opportunist Labour
and trade union leadership over the
working class as a whole.

The enemies of the miners are indeed
the enemies of the Irish people, but
these enemies extend into the ranks of
the organised working class movement
as well. :

By the same token, the Irish people
fighting for self-determination are the
real allies of miners fighting to defend
their jobs and communities. The Irish
people fighting for self-determination
are our allies in the struggle to free the
working class and oppressed in Britain
from the rule of profit and all the devas-

Jo .n
The Revolutionary Communist Group
and its newspaper FIGHT RACISM!
FIGHT IMPERIALISM! take the side of
all those struggling against imperial-
ism — the striking miners, black people,
the Irish people, oppressed people all
over the world.

If you want to know more about us and
our newspaper FIGHT RACISM! FIGHT
IMPERIALISM! return the slip below.
Please send more information about the RCG and
how to aobtain FRFI! regularly

Name
Address

Tel
Return to FRFI BM Box 5909 London WC1TN 3XX

tation and misery that that rule brings.
Our task is to forge a fighting alliance of
the Irish people, trade unionists forced
to defend their jobs and living standards,
black workers confronting systematic
racist oppression, black and white youth
confronting police harassment, unem-
ployment and poverty, Greenham
women fighting for peace and all other
oppressed sections of the working class..
Only such an alliance can throw off the
deadening influence of opportunism
and destroy the common enemy of the
Irish people and the British working
class — British imperialism.

Belfast, Brixton, Orgreave —

An injury to one is an injury to all
Victory to the miners

Victory to the Irish People

David Reed

PUBLIC WARNING -
ORGREAVE TOMORROW -
BAN PLASTIC BULLETS

On Wednesday 10 October a 60 strong
public meeting was held in Kinsley
Hotel, Kinsley, Yorks calling for the ban-
ning of plastic bullets. The meeting was
called by two Yorkshire miners, and the
speakers invited were David Reed, from
the RCG/FRFI, Dr Paul Redgrave, from
Troops Out Movement, and Bill Web-
ster, from Militant.

David Reed’s contribution was one of
political insight as to why plastic bullets
were commonplace in the Six Counties
of Ireland, and how they could, would
and will be used here. He said:

‘For you (the miners) and the Irish
people the message from the British
ruling class is the same — “You may
protest so long as your protest serves
no serious threat. You may picket so
long as your picketing is ineffective.
However, as soon as you decide that
your rights, in the case of the miners
the right to a job, in the case of the
Irish people the right to self-determin-
ation, are to be fought for then the
rules of engagement will quickly
change.”’

need also for the British working class
to support the Irish people in their
struggle against the common enemy.
Paul Redgrave gave a concise history
of the horrific injuries and fatalities that
have occurred since plastic bullets were
invented. He had been a member of the
International Inquiry into deaths and
injuries due to plastic bullets in 1982.
Bill Webster, from Militant, did not seem
to know that the meeting was about
plastic bullets. Instead he chose to
spout Militant rhetoric attacking Sinn
Fein and talking about the generosity of

the

In the past year the ISM has held'tﬁrée
national weeks :of action — against

informers and in support of Irish

POWSs; we have held 14 prison pickets,
over 30 local public meetings, 2 day-
schools, 3 local and 1 national demon-
strations, supported over 17 marches
and held at least 40 street rallies
throughout the country. Fifty-five
people went over to Belfast on the ISM
Delegation and were present at the bru-
tal RUC assault on the peaceful anti-
internment rally. During the miners’
strike we have worked to strengthen
the links between the striking miners
and the struggle of the Irish people.

Hence the use of plastic bullets. And the

BELFAST TODAY,

the UDA to the miners. He stated that
freedom in Ireland would come from the
unity of the privileged loyalist working
class and the oppressed nationalists.
Furthermore that the ruling class would
never introduce plastic bullets here in
Britain because of the power of the
organised labour and trade union move-
ment. He was loudly received by a hos-
tile reaction to his unrealistic viewpoint.
The fact that the trade union and labour
movement had already let plastic bullets
be used against the Irish people was
pointed out to him. Also, that the real
unity existed not between loyalists and
nationalists, striking miners and scabs,
but between the striking miners and the
nationalist people. He attempted to
retrieve the situation by accusing the
miners present for being slow. He then
found himself in a realistic situation
that people threatened him with physi-
cal violence for his forthright stupidity
and utopian idealism. David Reed
ended the meeting by saying that he
was appalled at Militant for, ‘the idea of
the miners being slow is a joke. The min-_
ers are 1,000 years ahead of the Militant
Tendency’ in their recognition of the
fact that they face the same enemy as
the Irish people — British imperialism,
and that they have to support their
struggle. The meeting was a success in
as much as many people were enlight--
ened on the issues of plastic bullets and .
Irish history. We from Fitzwilliam
extend our thanks to David Reed and
Paul Redgrave, but find it impossible to
commend poor old Bill for his contribu-
tion. We recommend that he take a
course in human nature and reality.
Denis -

Yorkshire miner : |

We have campaigned on the basis
of the three demands of the ISM — Vic-
tory to the Irish People! Troops Out
Now! Right of Repatriation for all Irish
POWSs! Although we have achieved a
lot — this is only a fraction of what can
and must be done in Britain. We need
YOU to join the ISM, take part in orga-
nising work so that it is possible to
achieve more ~ take part in building a
strong and = significant = solidarity
movement that can contribute to the
struggle of the Irish people for free-
dom from Biritish rule.

JOIN THE ISM NOW!

Fill in the form and send it off NOW
with your affiliation fee (£4/£2
unwaged for individuals/£20 national
political organisations)

Name Telephone

Address
Organisation
Return to: ISM BM Box 1320, London
WC1N 3XX
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JOHN BOWDEN
ATTACKED

- Prisoners Fightback

John Bowden has been kept in total isolation since January 1983. In
September this year he was suddenly moved to Lincoln prison from
Winson Green and on arrival threatened with a physical beating if he
did not comply ‘immediately and unquestioningly with all orders,

rules and regulations’.

Personal possessions were confiscated
including his radio. Lord Elton in-

formed John’s MP that he is ‘looking .

into the circumstances of his isolation’.
Recently we were assured that his con-
tinued solitary confinement ‘was not a
punishment’ but merely a means of con-
taining a ‘difficult’ prisoner. At Lincoln
prison, driven beyond endurance, John
started a dirty protest, smearing his cell
and his body with excreta. On 25 Sept-
ember he was attacked in his cell by ten
screws in overalls. He was beaten to the
ground his legs and arms twisted into
unnatural positions, then dragged along
anarrow passageway lined on both sides
by screws —including a prison gover-
nor.

They forced John’s face to the
ground with a boot to the back of his
head, then hurled him into the strong
box. Pinned to the ground his clothing
was ripped from his body. Naked — his
arms, legs, fingers and toes were twisted
and stamped upon by screws. A senior
screw directed comments at John: ‘Now
you are the fucking hostage!’ and ‘Let’s
hear you scream, you communist bas-
tard.’

Left bruised and naked in the strong
box for 24 hours, no food, water or bed-
ding, his right eye swollen and closed,
his body a mass of bruises, intermittent-
ly a screw would approach the strong
box door and shout insults and abuse at
John.

Eventually screws dressed in overalls
entered the cell. They surrounded John
as the governor spoke. The governor

wanted to negotiate. John demanded to | face down from the top landing to the  with racist abuse. One black prisonerin Terry O’Halloran

Review

see a doctor and have his personal pos-
sessions returned. John demanded that
while he was at Lincoln prison he would
not be threatened or intimidated. He
was then put back in an ordinary cell,
and eventually saw a ‘doctor’. During
the time he was manhandled in the
strong box he received an injury to the
muscular wall of his chest constricting

~movement of his neck and right arm —

for this he was prescribed ‘winter green’
ointment!

John now exists totally alone. Meals
are brought to his cell and he gets less

‘Send cards and

than and hour’s exercise a day accompa-
nied by at least six screws who hate and
fear him. His mail is restricted and
interfered with; his political literature
has been confiscated.

The prison department confirmed
that John was moved to Lincoln on 25
September (he has now been moved yet
again, to Durham) and began a dirty
protest and that he was forcibly re-
moved from his cell to a ‘special cell’
overnight. They claimed that prison
officers who removed him used ‘no
more force than was necessary’. Home
Office also confirm that John is denied
use of his radio. The prison department
is clearly laying the ground for the intro-
duction of their new ‘special units’ for
‘subversive’ prisoners. Political pri-
soners are called ‘subversive’ in this
country and singled out for specially |
severe harassment.

Ainne Fury

letters of
solidarity to John, (B41173), HM
Prison Old Elvet, Durham, DH1
3HU

Brutality continues

in Wandsworth

The latest information from Wandsworth prison indicates that
nothing has changed since our last report on the regime there (see
FRFI 42). Prisoners say that assaults by prison officers remain an
almost daily occurence with black prisoners being picked out for
special beatings. In the last three months five black prisoners have
been ‘sectioned’ — transferred to special hospitals. Prisoners are still
being placgd on report for trivial ‘offences’ and then beaten up in the

punishment block.

One incident, on Sunday 21 October, is
typical of what is happening. A young
white prisoner was dragged from his cell
by 12 prison officers. They carried him

The trial of Dedan Kimathi

The Trial of Dedan Kimathi by Ngugi wa
Thiong’o and Micere Githae Mugo. Cur-
rently touring Oxford, Manchester, Leeds,
Catford, Stratford and Brixton. Presented
by Wazalendo Players '84.

Supporters of Fight Racism! Fight Imper-
jlalism! went to see The Trial of Dedan
Kimathi on 20 October at the Africa
Centre. In Kenya the ruling regime calls
this ‘Kenyatta Day’ but Kenyan workers
and peasants know it as Kimathi or Mau
Mau Freedom Fighters Day. Thirty-two
years ago to the day the British adminis-
tration declared the State of Emergency
all over Kenya. On 20 October 1952 they
arrested the KAU and Mau Mau leader-
ship and unleashed a reign of terror and
genocide which was to last ten years (See
FRFI 32). And 32 years ago Dedan Kimathi
led the Mau Mau Land and Freedom Army
into the forests and mountains to wage a
superb guerilla struggle that was to finally
compel British imperialism to seek a
political solution out of the colonial war.
On 21 October 1956 Kimathi was captured
by the colonial authorities. After a short
trial he was sentenced to death and exec-
uted at Kamiti Prison on 18 February 1957.

The play opens and closes with the trial
and sentencing of Kimathi and tells his
story and that of the Kenyan people with
the flashbacks that we are so familiar with
on film. But this is not just a historical
review with songs and changing scenes.

working class public of Europe. In this
tradition everything about the play is
political, the language, the rehearsals, the
very buildings where it is presented, all are
a challenge to authority. This play led to
bans, censorship and persecution for the

-authors and audiences in Kenya. The
. performance of the play in Britain has

been labelled as communist inspired by
the Kenyan government and ignored or
dismissed by the bourgeois media.

Yet audiences come to Epic Theatre
because they have a question to ask. The
play is therefore rehearsed in communi-
ties where there is a need to understand
how it comes about that Dedan Kimathi
and his struggle was victorious over the
British, but is defeated by the newly
independent Kenyan state. When the
Queen of England can visit the tomb of
Jomo Kenyatta in 1983, while in 1984
thousands of Kenyans are massacred
and hundreds detained without trial, the
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bottom so that his face banged on the
stairs. He was kicked and punched all
the way. Racist prison officers are de-
liberately provoking black prisoners

struggle of the Mau Mau and Kimathi
have an immediate and dramatic signi-
ficance.

The link between the past and the pre-
sent is the opportunism which the British
fostered in order to preserve imperial-
ist control. Kimathi is tempted in his death

sw § -

October had five to six prison officers
outside his cell door shouting ‘black
cunt’ and ‘black bastard’ through the
door. When he reacted he was beaten by
a gang of screws and left with a broken
nose. Racist prison officers are also en-
couraging racist prisoners to harass
black prisoners. Prisoners say that they
expect major trouble in the prison as a
result of these racist attacks.

Most prisoners are now being held on
23 hour lock-up, often with two or three
sharing a small, badly-lit, badly-venti-
lated, damp and cold cell. There is no
association. No work. Education clas-
ses are frequently cancelled at the whim
of prison officers. The cells are freezing
cold and damp in the winter. Alongside

| the cockroaches that infest the prison,

there are now also rats on the wings (the
four-legged, long-tailed variety that is).
Prison officers in the hospital wing are
still sporting small round NF badges
which they wear under their lapels.

The officially-sanctioned brutal and
inhuman regime at Wandsworth is be-
ing covered up by the Home Office. The
Prison Inspectorate visited Wands-
wc rth in April 1982, In January this
year, their report was presented to
Home Secretary Leon Brittan. It has
still not been published. It is known that
the report criticises lack of supervision
of the punishment block by governor
and medical staff. The Inspectorate vis-
ited Wandsworth again in September
this year and stated that they were wil-
ling to revisit the prison if asked. This
unusual offer indicates that they found
something to investigate there.

The racist, brutal regime at Wands-
worth is a deliberate policy of the Home
Office to intimidate prisoners. The
beatings, forced druggings, sectioning’,
racism and inhumane conditions at
Wandsworth show how far the British
ruling class will go in using prisons to
repress the working class and oppressed
in this country. The fact that prisoners
are still braving further punishment by
getting information out of the prison
confirms that the brutality will not stop
the fightback in prison.

cell to give up his militant stand for the
national rights of the oppressed. The
opportunists appear in the guise of Christ-
ian men of peace, young national busi-
ness interests and black separatism. All
three argue for the ending of hostilities,
compromise and the chance of expanding
capitalism under a national flag. But
behind the opportunists stand the
international banks who wait only to hand
over power to those who will carry out
their work of exploitation for them. Behind
Kimathi stand the toiling masses of the
oppressed who must fight for social
justice. The past and the present embrace
in the struggle against opportunism.

The audiences at this play will not find
sentimentality, heroism or nostalgia.
Rather they will find renewed strength to
stuggle for the liberation of Africa from
neo-colonial rule which remains a major
democratic question of today.

Kimathi Our struggle must therefore
continue
our people will never surrender
Internal and external foes
will be demolished
And Kenya shall be free!
So, go!
Organise in your homes
Organise in the mountains
Know that your only
Kindred blood is he
who is in the struggle
Denounce those who weaken
Our struggle
by creating ethnic divisions
Uproot from you those
Who are selling out to

=

PRISON
NEWS

Black prisoner Philip Sydney-Cyrus has
written from Albany having been given 7
days ‘non-associated’ labour, loss of
‘privileges’ and 7 days loss of remission
on a false charge of ‘abusive language’ to
a screw. This is his tenth punishment
there, including fines of £7.50. The trouble
started when he was assaulted by a racist
prisoner in Camphill prison in April. The
screws put Philip down the block and cal-
led the police. Two screws are acting as
witnesses alongside the racist prisoner in
charges against Philip. His own defence
witnesses have been scattered to other
prisons by the Camphill governor. Philip
was transferred to Albany. The racist
prisoner is now released, leaving Philip to
the mercy of the Albany screws. FRFI
sends Philip our best wishes. Send him
yours to HMP Albany, Newport, Isle of
Wight.

Jack Devine in Perth prison has been
fined two days wages for refusing to sew
mailbags in August. He refused along
with others because the prisoners were
receiving only the minimum £1.02 per
week. Persisting in the protest, he and his
friends were each given ten days loss of
wages, recreation, smoking and loss o!
mattresses day and night.

On 29 October a food poisoning outbreal
of salmonella was reported at Armiey pri
son Leeds. Stanley Royds Hospital, where
19 old people died from Salmonella is onl
ten miles away. The common factor is the
dirty, infested, overcrowded conditions
which both the hospitalised elderly and
prisoners suffer. The prison authorities
have tried to blame food brought into
remand prisoners in Armley. However, the
suspected cases include convicted
prisoners who only eat prison food.

The government has just announced a
new £15.5 million maximum security pri-
son to be built within the perimeter of
Peterhead prison near Aberdeen and to be
completed by 1990. The government has
also announced the appointment of three
‘experts’ to advise on the new special
segregation units called for by the Control
Review Committee (see FRFI 43). These
units will be designed to ‘control’ -
repress — prisoners who resist injustice in
the prisons. Perhaps the three profes-
sors — Tony Bottoms, Roy King and John
Gunn - would like to volunteer-to be the
first inmates of the new units?

An estimated 16% of adult male prisoners
are said to have made an attempt on their
own life. Figures for 1983 show 19 deaths
by hanging with an inquest verdict of sui-
cide; one prisoner who cut his own wrists;
and two others who died throught asphy-
xia by hanging resulting in open verdicts.
Behind the fearful figures for prison
suicides —a rate of 38.6 per 100,000
prisoners ( 1982 England and Wales) com-
pared with 5.6 per 100,000 in the general
population —lies the daily planned
viciouspess of the prison regime. Readers
will not be surprised to learn that the
figure for Scotland is even higher with a
rate of 54 per 100,000 prisoners.

A NACRO report Trends in the use of
custody 1973 to 1983 confirms the steady
increase in the number of people sent to
prison. The following figures show the
number given custodial sentences as a
percentage of all people sentenced for
offences:

Nor is it merely concemed with the heroic imperialism 1973 1983
struggles of the past - “1 g Kenyan masses shall be free! Young adults

'{'he Trial of Dedan Kimathi is a play in >3 L T e 9 % L Male 10% 13%
which authors. actors and audience come A — . t f X !.?_ ff va 1. == _ Female 3% 5%
together not for the sake of a theattrical S aak o 8 L - All readers of this paper should make | Adults
experience St oz se of reakiife exper- R = ~- R A A & every effort to go and see this superb | Male 16% 20%
iences and problems. & s created n the _ - PR | 4 = play. Female 3% 5%

%
tradition of Epuc Thesns aMer the manner - - - T WEE P N
of Beriol Srechr who wooie for the ™au Mau suspects in British concentration camp

Susan Davidson Tony Sheridan
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REAGAN continued from page 1
=

Confronted with the issue of worse-

ni..g poverty Reagan glibly referred to
‘pockets ...that haven’t caught up’.
Thirty-five million US citizens live
below the poverty line, a third are child-
ren, and 47 million people suffer malnu-
trition. One in five rural dwellers rot in
poverty, over a third of all black people
and a quarter of Hispanics. Already
black people’s unemployment rate is
twice that of the white population, and
for black youth it is seven times the
-pational average at over 50 per cent.
Black people, the poor and most His-
panics did not vote for Reagan. They
live in Third World conditions of deep-
ening poverty surrounded by a con-
temptuous elite who added 30 per cent
to Moet et Chandon’s US champagne
sales last vear.

The Democratic campaign had no
mass social basis: tax manipulations by
Reagan’s government raised the in-
comes of the middle classes. Jesse Jack-
son and the Rainbow Coalition, appeal-
ing to the black and oppressed people of
the USA were effectively drained of
momentum by the Democratic leader-
ship, assisted by the police who arrested
voter registration campaigners. Rea-
gan's popularity with the middle classes
has been bought with a series of budget
deficits and astronomic injections of

‘you a
nothing

e o

Reagan and Vice President Bush

military spending. The US government
1s borrowing US$2 billion a week from
other countries to pay for its US$200
billion deficit. Interest payments on the
government debt will amount to US$130
billion this year. Each week the US
imports US$3 billion worth of goods
more than it exports. It is on course for
being a debtor nation, with a crumbling
economic core papered by a roll of dol-
lar credits. The current boom cannot be
sustained. The US bourgeoisie is grate-

‘tseen
yet

ful for the tide of chauvinism raised up
by Reagan, it needs every flag and bal-
loon it can hand on to.

Bourgeois democracy: bread
and circuses

Lenin once observed that:

‘in the era of printing and parliamen-
tarism it is impossible to gain the fol-

lowing of the masses without a widely
ramified, systematically managed,
well-equipped system of flattery, lies,
fraud, juggling with fashionable and
popular catchwords and promising
all manner of reforms and blessings
to workers right and left —as long as
they renounce the revolutionary
struggle for the overthrow of the
bourgeoisie’.

Big business has been grooming the pro-
fessional actor for his political career
for twenty years. Reagan provided the
voice tone for catchwords, eye-twinkle
for flattery, and the camera angles and
lighting also lied. Entrances and exits,
Nancy with the smiling eyes, all were as
meticulously planned as a film set, and
there were Frank Sinatra and Charlton
Heston for the election day finale. Jour-
nalists were scrutinised and selected for
their sympathetic views or excluded
from Reagan altogether. His campaign

coverage was as tightly controlled as the
news from the British and US respective
invasions of the Malvinas and Grenada.
It was an exercise in manipulating res-
ponses, run by advertising executives.
The Chicago Tribune feared that Rea-
gan was ‘a danger to world peace’ and
that his budget deficit threatened to
‘bankrupt America’, and it supported
him for the Presidency!

Reverend Jerry Falwell, founder of
the arch-conservative Moral Majority
led prayers ‘that God will send a spiritual
awakening to America’ on election day,
and, just in case God is as deaf as his
‘chosen instrument’, the Moral Major-
ity donated US$11 million to Reagan’s
campaign funds. Circuses cost money,
spectacular frauds cost fortunes. In the
end it was the party that could raise the
most money which won, The US ruling
class endorsed Reagan’s record with
tens of millions of dollars. For his
personal ambition Reagan has ignited
the aspirations of ultra-right and fas-
cist-inclined politicians who are nurtur-
ing and feeding upon the most back-
ward and racist elements in the white
working class. Without any significant
anti-imperialist movement based in the
working class and oppressed people, the
middle classes were drawn behind the
bourgeois cheerleaders along the star
spangled highway to war!

A single senate seat fought over in
North Carolina cost .US$23 million,
more than the combined expenditure of
all parties on the last British general
election. The victor was Senator Jesse
Helms, open racist, supporter of com-
pulsory school prayers and El Salvador-
ean pathological killer D’Aubuisson
and apartheid’s Botha. Opponent of
abortion, homosexuals, and civil rights
legislation: the Ten Commandments are
sufficient says Jesse. One quarter of a
million supporters raised twice as much
for Helms as his opponent raised.
Helms is expected to be given the chair

of the critical Senate Foreign Relations
Committee.  Fifty-four pro-Zionist
groups backed Reagan with money;
Cuban exiles, the orchestrators of
Death Squads, the Mafia all chipped in.
Reagan obliged them by letting slip that
the CIA was directing the contras inside
Nicaragua, that mercenaries training
for an invasion were part of ‘a well est-
ablished tradition in our country’. The
Shah of Iran was a model of progress
and democracy who ‘did our bidding’.
The only alternative to Marcos in the
Philippines was communism, and so on.

The US ruling class understands that
to maintain its power there must be
many more Grenadas, abroad and at
home. How gratified it must be to see
applications to the three military service
academies increase by 59 per cent since
1980, and re-enlistment into the forces
running at a post-1946 all time high of
71 per cent. In the past year the Pent-
agon has spent over US$220 billions on
weapons and US$300,000 on dial-a-
porncalls. Yes Reagan is as American as
comic books and a sawn-off shot gun.
That weapon is loaded and being level-
led right now at the struggling masses of
the globe. But let the US ruling class
think on: when they invaded Vietnam -
black soldiers made up 16 per cent of the
combat troops, they suffered 23 per cent
of the fatalities, and ended the war with
half of the ‘dishonourable’ discharges.
Today, one third of the US army is
black, black people will not vote for
Reagan and be increasingly less pre-
pared to die for him. The future course
of the global class struggle will in-
creasingly rest on the real majority of
Americans: black people, Hispanics,
and poor white workers linking arms
with the other enemies of US imperia-
lism in Central and South America, the
Caribbean, Africa, the Middle East and
Asia — the majority of humanity.

Trevor Rayne

CHILE - THE PEOPLE
FIGHT BACK

Chile’s bloodstained dictator Augusto
Pinochet has taken drastic steps to at-
tempt to shore up his fascist regime
against growing popular and militant op-
position. This has led to Pinochet’s in-
creasing isolation and almost total re-
liance upon the pampered military. In res-
ponse to the first general strike since his
counter-revolutionary coup in 1973, Pino-
It:het has declared a new ‘state of siege’.
‘Under its terms he has taken sweeping
‘powers. He has already issued decrees
‘banning six opposition papers, heavily
\increasing censorship, and forbidding
‘political parties, trade unions, students
‘from holding any gatherings from de-
‘monstrations to private meetings. Within
‘hours of the decrees being signed Pino-
chet’s goons raided opposition groups all
‘ower the country. In Santiago these raids
included the offices of the Popular
\Democratic Movement (MPD, the group
mg whech includes the Communist Party).
Jm all ‘owreen peopie were detained.
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support of the youth to the mobilisa-
jons. This, particularly since the CP lead-
rship announced its support for armed
siruggie to overthrow the dictatorship.
in 1384 there have been 300 bomb ex-
plosions aimed at the dictatorship. In one
sxcemt incident six policemen died. Pino-
chet recently remarked The only way |l am
gosng to leave the Presidency is feet first’.
looks as if it might be sooner than he
gl Doyle and John Strawson

As we go to press news comes in of
200 people arrested, over 300 detained
%er Pinochet’s troops, helicopters and
"oured cars sealed off a working class
burd of Santiago.
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CENTRA& AMERICA

The most serious threat to re-elected Reagan comes from the mass popular uprisings of
Central America. Within hours of Reagan’s confirmation of victory, the US military

threatened to escalate its subversion of the Nicaraguan revolution into all out war when
US gunboats were dispatched into Nicaraguan waters. Reagan may be tempted by his
easy victory over Mondale to chance his arm against the Central American revolution
and to polish his hero’s mantle with the blood of the oppressed.

In five years, US imperialism has multiplied its aid to the El Salvador regime 27 fold, it
has built its army to 40,000 men, trained elite battalions, supplied the airforce with 50
sophisticated helicopters and sent in an unknown number of military advisers. Fifty
thousand dead El Salvadoreans has not stemmed the revolutionary forces whose deter-
mination to battle on will be redoubled by any US threat of invasion. In Nicaragua too US
imperialism faces an unbowed revolution. Honduras has been transformed into a mili-
tary base for the assault on the Sandinistas: 13 US airfields, radar stations, tank ditches,
ammunition depots and the infrastructure of war, have been built on Nicaragua’s bor-
ders. Millions of doliars to the CIA run counter-revolutionaries has resulted in the death
ot 7,600, the equivalent of seven times US dead in Vietnam. Contra activity and US eco-

nomic sabotage has meant losses of $237m, equivalent to $102bn US and $284bn of -
"EEC export earnings. Nevertheless the revolution’s slogan remains ‘Victory or Death!’

its reply to the war-mongering over Mig jets has been to arm the masses.

Crushing tiny and almost unarmed Grenada is one thing, but US imperialism will face
ts Nemesis should it dare to commit its forces against the Central American masses
schooled in years of combat. Here Reagan will find no easy victory, only another Viet-

NICARAGUA
1 e NacErarecn masses and the Sandin-
P il © 22 i e a2 wosiican
i CH Tovy aranmsy The Reprae AS
m g S 4 Nouwemier
A - N[y I TS T e O
. e NI IR Sechoms. 1
Sandimesias recemes ower Ny M
voie, yei agam confrmmne the ma
popular support for the revolsmos

While the British Government refused
to send official observers to monitor the
polls (it did so when the fascist regime in
El Salvador organised rigged elections
last year), all international observers
who did attend testified to the election’s
democratic character. Such testimony
means as little to the US regime as the
lives of the 7,600 people murdered by
the contras.

US imperialism already has a well
prepared plan for an invasion of the
country codenamed Operation Black
Moon. According to documents un-

earthed by the Sandinistas, the US ad-
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minstration is prepared to spend $10bn
on an invasion, employ 60,000 troops,
200 aircraft and 700 helicopters. While
to sacrifice 11,000-28,000 US
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soldsers, ® does not care for the
sebsianially greaier’ Nicaraguan cas-
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EL SALVADOR
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FMIN-FDR. The FMIN rejecied the
regime s demand 10 2y down arms and

declared that “Dialogus has 10 beg
while our nfles defrver hard
blows to the puppet regime.”

The FMLN, while not excluding ne-
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gotiations, recogmises that US mmp
erialism and 1s puppet Duarie remas
resolved to destroy the FMIN. They
have therefore calied upon the peopie 1o
intensify the struggie oa 3l fromss -
military, pohiical, soczal and diplo-
matic. Followmng the [ 2 Paima smectmg

the FMLN carried out a series of major
military operations, one of which de-
livered a decisive blow to the regime.
FMLN guerrillas ambushed an army
helicopter killing Lt Col Domingo Mon-
terrosa. Known among the people as the
‘maximum war criminal’ Monterrosa
was El Salvador’s foremost exponent of
US counter-insurgency tactics. Ad-
mired by the US military, he was a ruth-
less killer responsible for the 1981
massacre of hundreds of civilians in El
Mozote. Nevertheless, despite the
praise heaped on him. Monterrosa
failed 1o dislodge FMLN forces from
Monterrosa province where he concen-
trated his numerous military cam-
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GUATEMALA

In 1954 ClA-trained Guatemalan trait-
ors and mercenanes were installed in the

piace of the democratically elected gov-
camment of Jacobo Arbenzy Guzman
after US plames Bad bommbed rowns and
villages and threasemed 10 raze Guate-
malz Cxy to the groumd. The US gov-
e dammmed 0 be combaitnne
COTEDEN] 2T SSSI0M

S=ce 1954 10000 Geatemalans

have bors mmrdered by the state and s
apenoes. Amother 35 000 have “disap-

I". Ower the past three years the
cnize rade umson leadership has been
Torture, mass killings
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Sandinista supporters demonstrate against counter-revolution

and the firing of villages await those
suspected of rebellion. Into this stepped
British Foreign Secretary Howe who, in
a clandestine meeting with his Guatema-
lan counterpart this October, sought to
re-establish consular relations with the
Guatamalan regime. They were broken
off in 1981 over Britain’s role in neigh-
bouring Belize.

All the horror and destruction has
failed to break and cow Guatemala’s
people. Just as in 1954 when the patriots
saw they must take their fight under-
ground so today the volunteers of the
Guatemalan «National Revolutionary
Union (URNG) are hauling themselves
out of the nightmare. The regime’s scor-
ched earth policies and genocide in the
countryside have not destroyed the
guerrilla units. Patient and painstaking
work has drawn Guatemala’s indian
people, 60 percent of the population, in-
to the ranks and leadership of the revo-
lutionaries. During 1983 the Guatema-
lan police admitted losing 511 officers
through guerrilla attacks.. Between 21
March and 15 August this year the
URNG claims 535 state troop casualties
achieved in 84 engagements. Imperial-
ism’s dream, Guatemala’s nightmare,
will end with the URNG objective: ‘a
revolutionary, popular and democratic
government”’.

Eddie Abrahams
Trevor Rayne
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International

An explosion of communal violence and bloody pogroms against
Sikhs have swept through India following the assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi. Sikhs have been hacked and burnt to death
and their homes and property destroyed in what has developed into
an orgy of Hindu chauvinism. Yet the communal tensions unleashed
since the death of Indira Gandhi are indeed no more than the legacy
of the rule of Gandhi herself and the corrupt Congress Party.

In Gandhi’s earlier period of prime min-
istership, elected state governments
-were removed on a total of 27 separate
occasions, often achieved through
destabilisation tactics. For example, the
communist-led Left Front government
in West Bengal was brought down in
this manner by Gandhi in 1972.

In 1975 the 19 month long Emergency
was imposed. This period was marked
by the curbing of democratic rights, the
detention and torture of 150,000 politi-
cal prisoners without trial, compulsory
sterilisation and the forcible evictions of
slum dwellers and urban poor. Gandhi

THAI TROOPS OUT OF
LAOS NOW!

FRFI has received an urgent appeal
from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic
calling for international support to
defend the right of the Lao people to
self-determination.

For four months this year troops of
the reactionary Thai Prem Tinsulanonda
regime occupied three Laotian villages
of Bane Kang, Bane May and Bane Sav-
ang. After organised resistance by the
Lao people and international pressure,
these troops have now been withdrawn,
although leaving behind terrified villag-
ers and a devastated local agriculture.
The Thai troops have not left the
People’s Democratic Republic, how-

ever; they have merely re-grouped south

of Bane May and are steadily reinforc-

ing their positions. The Lao government

fears an imminent attack on the region.
The message ends:

The Lao People’s Democratic Repub-
lic launches an urgent appeal to the
peoples of all countries to continue to
show their sympathy and support for
the just struggles of the Lao people
as they safeguard their sovereignty
over these three villages, and sympa-
thy and support forthe independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Laos, for peace and stability in South
East Asia and throughout the world’.

Messages of solidarity with Laos
should be sent to: Embassy of the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, 5, Pal-
ace Green, London W8.

cloaked these actions by fostering a per-
sonality cult (‘Indira is India, India is
Indira’) and making manipulative use of
‘socialist’ rhetoric. A telling comment
was later made by Gandhi to the Indian
journalist Kuldip Nayar: ‘We spoke of
socialism because that was what went
down with the masses’.

In recent months ‘the leader of the
world’s largest democracy’ engineered
the removal of democratically-elected
governments in Sikkim, Jammu and
Kashmir and Andhra Pradesh. Ironic-
ally it was Gandhi’s disastrous manipu-
lation of the situation in the Punjab

Bloody pogroms

- Gandhi assassination

follow

which led to her demise at the hands of
Sikh militants. Gandhi and the Con-
gress Party sponsored and financed the
Sikh fundamentalists led by Sant Jar-
nail Singh Bhindranwale to undermine
the Akali Dal government in Punjab
state. But those they fed turned against
them: fundamentalists killed and terror-
ised Hindus and other Sikhs demanding
Sikh autonomy. They occupied the Gol-
den Temple. In June 1984 the Indian
Army was sent by Gandhi to invade the
Sikh Golden Temple in Amritsar —
thousands of Sikhs were massacred in
this bloody assault, and much of the
temple complex destroyed.

The Indian masses, 60% of whom live
at subsistence level in the most terrible
and crushing poverty, can expect little
tochange with the rapid appointment of
Rajiv Gandhi.

Bill Hughes

ST T ST R
US attacks workers

without documents

‘Give me your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to be
free’ reads the inscription on the Statue of Liberty at the entrance to
New York Harbour. Yet New York Harbour was where the myths and
dreams ended and the harsh reality of immigration to the US really
began. Just as in Britain, the US has always welcomed the poor and
oppressed, so long as they can serve as fresh fuel for the machinery

of exploitation and profit-making.

The intensifying crisis of imperialism
has ‘led to mounting poverty for the
masses in Central America. As a result
of this, and counter-revolutionary
repression in the area, several million
Latinos have crossed the Mexican bor-
der seeking refuge and work, where they
are easy prey for capitalists wanting
cheap labour. One hour’s work in the
US can bring in more than a day’s work
in Mexico. Estimates of the numbers of
such undocumented workers vary from
3mto 12m — nobody knows for sure how
many there reallyare. Itis estimated that
non-payment of taxes and benefits,
combined with low wages, is pouring an
extra $18bn a year into the pockets of
greedy employers. The ruling class com-
plains that they are a drain on the wel-
fare, the labour aristocracy claim they
are stealing jobsand creating unemploy-
ment. Thiscoalition is pushing for inten-

sified attacks on undocumented work-
ers.

The 1984 budget has been increased
by an extra $93m for an ‘enhanced en-
forcement’ package which will double
the number of Border Patrol agents and
increase the number of deportation and
detention officers. The Immigration
and Naturalisation Service (INS) has
begun to crack down on the church acti-
vists who, smuggling political refugees
from Mexico to Canada, face a possible
15 years in prison and a $15,000 fine.
According to Wayne Kirkpatrick, a Bor-
der Patrol officer, ‘We are protecting
jobs for American workers, saving tax-
payers’ money by keeping people off the
welfare rolls, saving thousands of dol-
lars in medical fees. We’re doing a good
job.’

New immigration legislation, in the
shape of the Simpson-Mazzoli Bill,

LEBANON

Imperialist

manoeuvres
continue

The recent visit to the USA by Shimon
Peres the Israeli Prime Minister high-
lighted the Zionist state’s total dep-
endence on US imperialism and ex-
posed it as the military wing of the
Reagan Administration in the Middle
East.

To preserve the Israeli state’s military
effectiveness, threatened by grave
economic crisis, Reagan agreed to hand
over $1.2bn economic aid on 1 January
1985 as a new year’s present in what will
be a total economic and military aid
package of $2.6bn next year. A joint
Economic Development Committee
was set up as well as a free trade zone
between the two countries to prevent the
total collapse of the Israeli economy.

Since 1948, the state of Israel has re-
ceived $28bn aid averaging over $2bn
since 1973. Peres is now demanding
$4bn for 1986. Unabashed by the stag-
gering amount, he explained that Israel
is an ally of the US:

‘...which does not ask for US troops
to help us do the job.’

This ‘job’ is the suppression of anti-
imperialist movements, particularly the
Palestinian, which threaten US interests
in the Middle East. Currently the most
pressing ‘job’ is that of trying to control
the resurgent revolutionary movement
in Israeli occupied South Lebanon.
When Peres was in the USA, the British
press was full of talk about plans for an
Israeli withdrawal. Such plans of course
have nothing to do with the recognition
of the Lebanese people’s right to self-
determination. The Israeli occupation is
costing $1.2m a day draining its eco-
nomy, while the resistance which has
carried out over 700 military operations
this year, is sapping the army’s morale
and fighting ability. The Israeli govern-
ment is thus trying to replace direct oc-
cupation with rule by the puppet gang-
sters of the South Lebanon Army, UN
forces and Syrian guarantees not to fill
positions vacated by Israel and to pre-
vent Palestinian fighters from re-est-
ablishing bases in South Lebanon.

In the task of replacing one set of op-
pressors for another, the British govern-
ment has offered its services. While in
the Middle East in late October Sir
Geoffrey Howe British Foreign Secre-
tary declared Britain’s willingness to
play a role in a reinforced UN force to
replace the Israeli army in South Leb-
anon. Remarking on Britain’s role in
large US designs, a former head of the
US Secret Services noted that:

‘Whenever we want to subvert a
country, we always find the British
have an island within easy reach.’

In this particular case, the island is
Cyprus where Britain has a military base
ready for use, in addition to its forces
stationed in the Sinai.

Eddie Abrahams

which failed to pass the last session of
Congress, would have implemented
SwWeeping new repressive  measures
against undocumented workers. Even
though the Bill has failed to become
law, thousands have lost their jobs as
frightened employers sack those they
have been exploiting. Whole families
have gone into hiding, in case they face
deportation. The entire Latino commu-
nity is facing intensified discrimination.

Steve Palmer

 ETHIOPIA

Eight hundred and fifty million people in
this world are in hunger. With even
minute that passes 28 children die from
starvation. Now two million Ethiopians
are in imminent danger from famine
Like excited vultures the bourgeois
press has picked over their plight to hur
abuse at the socialist Ethiopiza
government and to glorify the memonry
of the white colonial rule in Africa. Wha
afflicts the Ethiopians and the fifth ol
Africa’s population trapped in hunger is
a scourge more deadly than drought
imperialism.

In 1974 the Ethiopian people and
army threw out the feudal remnants of
Emperor Haile Selassie, and embarked
upon laying the foundations for
socialism. They faced titanic problems
2 per cent of the people had owned 8C
per cent of the land; there was 93 pe:
cent illiteracy; and just 130 doctors to
serve 30 million people, whose average
life expectancy was 35-37 years. The
new government turned the land over ic
the peasantry and Fidel Castro declarec
in 1977 ‘We feel the Ethiopian revolutior
is a truly historic event’. US imperialism
cut off aid, and Somalia was mobilisec
against the Ethiopian revolution.

Ethiopian President Colonel Meng-
istu Haile Marian said ‘imperialism has
left time bombs in Africa’. Coffee grow-
ing lands like Ethiopia and Uganda
must produce a third again more of the
crop to buy a tractor as ten years ago.
Through price manipulations Africa is
losing $10 billion a year to the imp-
erialist nations. With export prices
forced down Africa has been forced to
borrow: in 1981 Africa paid the imperia-
list banks $4.1 billion; in 1986 this pay-
ment will be $11.6 billion. One third of
Ethiopia’s debt repayments this year
will be in interest! Such robbery de-
prives Africa’s nations of the means to
invest in their land: tractors contribute 2
per cent of the productive power,
draught animals 13 per cent, and human
labour 85 per cent.

With all the compassion of the execu-
tioner's last offer the British govemn-
ment yielded to the public’s demand
that Ethiopia be given aid. Five million
pounds were taken from another
allotted use and directed to Ethiopia.
Britain has reduced its overseas aid to
0.35 per cent of the national product, yet
British banking and commercial claims
abroad amounted to 167 per cent of the
national product in 1982.

Twice as much food is produced ann-
ually in the world than is necessary to
feed the world’s population, but if its
price does not bring a profit it shall not
be eaten. British and USA farmers are
paid not to grow and to destroy crops.
Truly, from the Irish ‘tamine’ to Ethiopia
today ‘Mass famine is jewelry for the
rich’ (Ngugi).

Trevor Rayne

GENERAL NAMED AS
MURDER SUSPECT

The official inquiry into the murder of
Philippines opposition leader, Benignc
Aquino has named General Fabian Ver,
24 other top military men and 1 civilian
as prime suspects. According to the
report they are ‘indictable for the preme-
ditated killing’ of Aquino and fellow
oppositionist Rolando Galman. Benigne
Aquino was gunned down at Manila
International Airport in August 1983
after returning from years of exile. The
murder took place while he was sur-
rounded by government security offi
cials and in full view of the TV cameras.

Since the murder there have been
widespread protests, rallies and demon-

strations culminating in the 21 August

general strike demanding the arrest of
those responsible and the dismantling
of the Marcos US-backed dictatorship.
The official inquiry was headed by Jus-
tice Corazon Agrava, who was carefully
selected by Marcos himself. Agrava
clearly could not resist the pressure of
the mass protests in turning in a half
honest report naming the military as the
murderers. It is only half honest
because the other prime suspect in the
minds of the 52 million Filipinos is Pres-
ident Ferdinand Marcos himself. Most
observers agree that in any reasonably
fair electoral contest between Marcos
and Aquino, Aquino would have won
hands down.

John Strawson
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® FRFI supporter arrested
in Brixton

After a period of systematic
harassment of FRFI and Irish
solidarity activists, the Brixton

police made their first arrest on 25
September. Ruby Noorani, along
with three others were selling
FRFl and collecting signatures for
a petition against plastic bullets.
some 20 minutes after already
harassing us, PC L913 strode up to
Ruby and without warning ar-
rested her. Ruby was charged with
obstructing the highway even
though there were not many
people passing by at the time.

SPECIAL FUND

When the case was heard at
Camberwell Magistrates court on
25 October, the police evidence
consisted of the wusual fabri-
cations and inconsistencies. One
PC testified that there were no
other FRFI sellers, another
testified precisely the opposite
and both invented a conversation
with Ruby that never took place.
The case was then adjourned to 4
January. The police are never in
want of money to carry out their
prosecutions, but Ruby is still
being denied legal aid. We need
your donations to cover our legal
and campaign expenses. Send
donations to FRFI, BM Box 4835,
London, WC1N 3XX

AN APPEAL TO ALL OUR
READERS AND SUPPORTERS

Help us buy our
own typesetting
equipment! - cost

£6000!

Typesetting is an indispensable stage in the process of
producing FRFI, pamphlets, books and other propaganda
material. With technically advanced equipment we can get
FRFI and other material to YOU quicker.

Asthe press, radio and TV are used even more intensively to
attack the working class, communist books, newspapers,

pamphlets and leaflets are all the more necessary.

In times of ruling class reaction and capitalist crisis we need
to create an expanding production unit for anti-imperialists,
democrats, communists, the working class and the op-

pressed.

Help us in our campaign! Help us keep FRFI independent!
Help us raise £6000. With your help we can succeed.

Make your donation payable to ‘Larkin Publications’ and re-
turn to: Special Fund, FRFI BCM Box 5909, London WCIN

3XX

I/'we want to donate £

to the Special

FRFI Fund.

Name/Organisation

Address

I do/do not want you to mention my name!urganisatiﬂﬁ

Larkin
publlcatlans

ft;-»ﬁ
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. Antl_Apa rtheid debaie

At a recent meetlng of Leeds Park
Lane College Anti-Apartheid
Group a debate was held between
the SWP and RCG. The SWP
speaker criticised the ANC for al-
legedly pursuing a ‘purely military
strategy’ and said that the trade
unions should organise a general
strike of six million workers, ac-
companied by an armed insurrec-
tion.

The RCG speaker said that the
struggle against apartheid was in-
volving all sections of the pop-
ulation, not only trade unionists,
and that the armed struggle was a
crucial part of the overall fight-
back. The liberation struggle, led
by the ANC, SWAPO and the UDF,
was posing a major challenge to
British imperialism which was up
to its neck in apartheid. It was
therefore our duty to build solid-
arity with the liberation forces and
to actively campaign in support of
their call to isolate apartheid.

The SWP tried to defend their

GREETINGS TO
IRISH POWs

The following Irish Republican pri-
soners have forthcoming birth-
days. FRFI sends our greetings
and asks our readers to send birth-

day cards, preferably recorded de- |

livery to ensure their arrival.

Paul Norney, 836532, 11 Novem-
ber, HM Prison Gartree, Leicester
Road, Market Harborough, Leices-
tershire, LE16 2TN

Brendan Dowd, 758662, 17 Novem-
ber, HM Prison, Welford Road, Lei-
cester, LE2 7AJ

Andy Mulryan, 461576, 18 Novem-
ber, HM Prison Long Lartin, South
Littleton, Evesham, Worcester-
shire, WR11 5TZ

James Bennet, 464989, 4 Decem-
ber, HM Prison Wormwood
Scrubs, PO Box 757, Du Cane
Road, London, W12 OAE

Liam Baker, 464984, 6 December,
HM Prison, Hedon Road, Hull,
North Humberside, HU9 5LS

Hugh Doherty, 338636, 7/ Decem-
ber, HM Prison Parkhurst, New-
port, Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX

Noel Gibson, 879225, 11 Decem-
ber, Gartree (see above)

We apologise sincerely to the pri-
soners whose birthdays should
have appeared in the previous two
issues of FRFI. The greetings were
omitted in error.

Ireland: the key to the British revolution

by David Reed

Price £3.95 (+50p p&p) 450 pages

‘David Reed’s book gives a detailed account of the last 140
years of the anti-imperialist struggle in Ireland and its effect on
the workers’ movement in Britain. It is written in a simple and
easy to read style and must be of great value to the teenage
youth...and also to the adult worker who knows little about the
struggle in Ireland or its vital importance. ..’

Sean Mac Stiofain

The revolutionary road to communism in

Britain

Manifesto of the Revolutionary Communist Group
Price £1.50(+30p p&p) 175 pages

Readers will be pleased to know that the number of
copies of ‘Ireland: the key to the British revolution’
that we have been paid for rose to over 1000 in
September and considerably more have

been sold.

Many thanks to all supporters who sent in
bookshop addresses and ordered the books from
libraries. Please carry on, it has been very effective.

SPECIAL OFFER FOR XMAS

Give your friends a useful Xmas present — order
both the books for £5 including postage. If you want
we will send them direct to your friends saying they

are from you.

Order from: Larkin Publications, BCM Box 5909,

London WC1N 3XX

(Offer ends 1 January 1985)

opposition to the boycott call by
arguing that British investments
in South Africa helped to create a
working class which would des-
troy apartheid. According to this
perverse logic, the very invest-
ments which play a central role in
sustaining the apartheid regime
are now said to be contributing to
its downfall!

Idealist, arrogant advice to the
liberation movements and the
search for a progressive side to
British imperialism — such is the
essence of the SWP's position on
South Africa.

David Jackson

® SAEPC court c_:-a-se_
Verdicts

After a peaceful plcket at Albany
Street police station to support 19
people arrested outside South Afr-
ica House on 6 July, a ‘Coal Not
Dole’ badge was stuck on a police
coach. The police swarmed offthe
coach and attacked the picketers
who were on their way home. Typi-
cally, the only people charged
after this police riot were two
SAEPC supporters—Venti and
Kayode — who appeared at High-
bury Magistrates Court on Tues-
day 6 November. Witnesses des-
cribed how the police ‘waded in’
using fists, knees and boots and
dragged people away on the
ground. The scene was compared
to police behaviouron the terraces
at Arsenal.

Kayode was arrested when he
went to help his sister who had
been pushed to the ground by pol-
ice and was being dragged along
the pavement by her feet. Kayode
was charged with obstruction of

the policel The charge was
however dismissed when he
produced a photo showing both
Kayode and his sister being
dragged along the ground - a fact
the police denied in the witness
box. Venti who was charged with
using abusive language and beha-
viour likely to cause a breach of
the peace was found guilty and
given a six month conditional dis-
charge. The magistrate while
saying he could not allow pro-
secution questions about Venti’s
support for political parties, did
nothing to stop a series of
attempts by the prosecution to
label Venti a ‘left wing extremist’.
Supporters of the SAEPC who had
packed the public gallery, wit-
nessed a jumble of police lies.
Ventiwas alleged to have knocked
off a policeman’s helmet — but in-
terestingly was not charged with
assaulting the police! While the
police lied, Venti wasn’'t lucky
enough to have had a photo of his
arrest when he was doing nothing
more than walking down the road.
Jim Jones

® Dundee Anti-Apartheid
12 hour picket

A large number of anti-apartheid
activists braved the driving rain
and bitter cold and successfully
held a 12 hour picket in Dundee
City Square on Saturday 3 Novem-
ber. The picket was called by
Dundee Anti-Apartheid group and
attracted a large number of youth,
six of whom travelled all the way
through from Coatbridge. The
picket was supported by Edin-
burgh and Dundee FRFI, who were

instrumental in the organisation '

of the day’s events. A rally was
held at midday, with songs,
chants and speeches from a local
anti-aparthed speaker, one of the
Coatbridge ‘skins’ and from Edin-
burgh and Dundee FRFI. A picket
university was held in the evening
and leafletting and petitioning and
paper selling took place through-
out the day. Despite the atrocious
weather 67 FRFIs were sold and
nearly £30 raised. Throughout the
day a creche was provided for
children in a comrade’s house
nearby.

Although Dundee City Square
has traditionally been a free-
speech area governed by specific
by-laws, there seems to be a move
afoot to restrict the activities of
anti-apartheid campaigners there.
Evidence for this is that a visit was
made to the member who wrote to
the District Council applying for
use of the Square, by the police,
and on confirming the arrange-
ment the District Council made
the condition that police require-
ments be adhered to on the day.
This is despite our knowledge that
two other political organisations
made similar applications and
were not subject to police ques-
tioning. Complaints have been:
sent to the Chief Constable and
legal advice is being sought. As it
happened, the police preferred to
take shelter from the storm on the
day of the picket and presumably
hoped that the weather would
prove to be a deterrent to sup-
porters. They were wrong and we
will continue to organise in the
City Square and challenge their
right to limit our activities.

HF

Irish Solidarity
Movement

The Irish Solidarity Movement has
affiliated bodies in Dundee, Glasgow,
Edinburgh, Manchester, Liverpool,
Leeds, Bradford, Southampton, North,
South and East London. The ISM can
be contacted by writing to ISM, BM
Box 1320, London WC1 3XX

MANCHESTER

Irish Solidarity Committee meets
fortnightly on Wednesdays. For
details contact MISC, Box 47, 434
Corn Exchange Buildings, Hanging
Ditch, Manchester M3 4BN

biin EDINBURGH

Join the Edinburgh Irish Solidarity
Committee! We hold street meetings,
rallies and other public events in our
work. Weekly planning meetings with
education and discussion. Write to
EISC c/o Box 110, First of May
Bookshop, 43 Candlemaker Row,
Edinburgh

HIRISH SdLIDAHITY MOVEMENT

Annual General Meeting of the Irish
Solidarity Movement. All affiliated
bodies and organisations are urged to
attend. Saturday 24 November. For
details of time, place and transport
contact; ISM BM Box 1320, London
WC1N 3XX. Called by Irish Solidarity
Movement

FRFI supporters
groups

— e r———————

EMANCHESTER

FRFI| supporters group meets
fortnightly. Contact Box 38, 434 Corn
Exchange Buildings, Hanging Ditch,
Manchester M3 4BN. for details

EEDINBURGH

October supporters Group. Get
involved with FRFI| activities in
Edinburgh! Fortnightly meetings with
political discussion and organisation
of our work. Mondays 12 and 26
November, Drummond School, bottom
of Broughton St 7-9pm. Admission 20p.
Called by Edinburgh FRFI

EBRADFORD

Wednesday 5 December, 7.30pm
Queen’s Hall, Morley St
BLEEDS

Wednesday 21 November, 7.30pm in
Leeds Trades Club, Saville Mount,
Leeds 7

HMDUNDEE

Street Sales. Join us! Help Fight
Racism! Fight Imperialism! Sell FRFI
every Saturday, 12.00 Murrygate,
Dundee

ELONDON

Tuesday 27 November ‘Buildi
Communist Party in Bntamt a * at
Friends Meeting House, Euston Road,

London NW1 at 7.30pm {nearest tube
Euston). Admission SOp waged/25p
unwaged.

Miners’ strike

ELONDON

Public Meeting: Victory to the Irish
People! Victory to the Miners!
Speakers: Warwickshire Striking
Miner; Irish Solidarity Movement; _
Campaigner Against Strip Searches in
Armagh Gaol. Tuesday 20 November,
7.30pm, Camden Centre, Bidborough
Street, London WC1 (nearest tube:
Kings Cross). Admission 50p/25p
unwaged. Called by Irish Solidarity
Committees

BEDINBURGH

Public Meeting The Miners’ Strike —
Enemies and Friends. Thursday 29
November, Crosswinds, Tollcross,
7pm. Admission 20p. Called by
Edinburgh FRFI

WLEEDS

Public Meeting Defend the Fitzwilliam
9! Striking Miners are not Criminals!
Victory to the Miners! Thursday 29
November, 7.30pm Leeds Trades Club,
Savile Mount, Leeds 7. Speakers
invited: Fitzwilliam 9, FRFI and others.
Called by Leeds FRFI

BDUNDEE

Public Meeting/Video The Miners’
Struggle Thursday 25 January 1985,
7.30pm Wellgate Library, Wellgate
Centre, Dundee Admission 50p
employed, 25p unemployed. Called by
Revolutionary Communist Group

Public meetings

BMDUNDEE

Public Meeting The Irish Struggle —
Revolutionary Challenge to British
Imperialism Thursday 13 December
7.30pm Wellgate Library, Wellgate
Centre, Dundee. Admission 25p.
Called by Revolutionary Communist
Group

EMANCHESTER

Public Discussion Meeting ‘Irish
Prisoners in English Jails’ Wednesday
21 November 7.30pm Unicorn Hotel,
Church St Manchester. Called by
Manchester Irish Solidarity Committee

EBBRADFORD

Public Meeting Victory to the Irish
People! Troops Out Now! Support the
Right of Repatriation for All Irish

Ws! Wednesday 21 November
12.45pm Queens Hall Conference
Room, Queens Hall, Morley St,
Bradford 7. Called by Bradford College
FRFI Society

Demonstration

BMANCHESTER
Demonstration: Manchester Martyrs

Commemoration March. March in
solidarity with Irish Republican

Prisoners Sunday 25 November.,

Assemble 1pm Strangeways Prison,

Ducie Street Manchester. Transport

from London, Southampton, Scotland,

Leeds, Bradford. Contact ISM, BM Box
1320, London WC1N 3XX or local ISC.
London Coach Tickets £4.50. Called by

Sinn Fein

outh Africa

SOUTH AFRICAN EMBASSY PICKET
CAMPAIGN
Campaign meeting
7.30pm Sunday 25 November, Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square, London WCA1
(nearest tube: Holborn)
Apartheid Out of Britain! Close Down
the Racist Embassy!

— SAEPC Festival Theatre, films,
songs, exhibitions and discussion.
Saturday 26 January 10-4 to be
followed by march to a picket of the
South African embassy. Details to be
announced.

For further information contact
SAEPC, cio BM City AA, London
WC1N 3XX or phone (01}-837 6050

EBRADFORD

Bradford Anti-Apartheid Group meets
fortnightly. For details write to
Bradford AA cl/o The Starry Plough
Bookshop, 6 Edmund Street, Bradford
5, West Yorkshire

ILON DON

of London Anti-Apartheid Group:
Pic the South African Embassy!
Every Friday 5.30-7.30pm, Trafalgar
Square. Bring your banners! For
further information about City AA
contact BM City AA, London WC1N
3XX or phone (01-837 6050)

Camaigns

EMANCHESTER

Public Meeting Defend Jackie
Berkeley! Wednesday 5 December
Moss Side Community Education
Centre, Moss Side 7.30pm. Called by
Jackie Berkeley Defence Campaign

BARKING HOSPITAL STRIKE
Longest running NHS Dispute
Supporters welcome on the picket line,
especially every Tuesday 6.30am-8am.
Barking Hospital, Upney Lane,
Barking. Nearest tube Upney (District
line). Messages of support and for
more information ring 01-592 5038

EMANCHESTER

Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign
meets every Sunday 7.30pm,
Manchester Town Hall. Contact: Box
38, Cormn Exchange BDS, Hanging
Ditch, Manchester M3 4BN for details.

EBRADFORD

Viraj Mendis Support Committee
meets fortnightly. For details write to
VMSC, clo The Starry Plough
Emkshup, 6 Edmund Street, Bradford
5, West Yorkshire.
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Please note our address is, FRFI BCM Box 5909, London
WC1N 3XX. SEND US YOUR LETTERS. We welcome letters from
readers but please keep them as short as you can.

Comments on the Anti-
Apartheid Movement AGM

Dear Comrades,

I am writing to express my utter dis-
gust and disbelief of the proceedings
at the AAM’s AGM. A day which
saw personal attacks, both verbal
and physical, upon the honourable
and courageous Kitson family. A day
which witnesses the start of a ‘red
scare’, perpetrated by people 1 can
only presume have never been in-
volved in real struggle.

How sickening that these privileged
people claim to be involved in the
liberation struggle of the oppressed
people of South Africa and Namibia.

One of the good things to come out
of the AGM though, was that these
people can no longer hide behind
their veil of privilege, they had to
expose themselves on Sunday to pro-
tect their easy privileged membership
of the AAM.

It was after the AGM that I became
convinced (if I wasn’t already) just
who was right and who was wrong. 1
believe it was Malcolm X, the great
black revolutionary who said, ‘if
you’re not part of the solution,
you’re part of the problem’, because
they cannot honestly claim, after 25
years of existence or indeed after

Sunday’s AGM, to be part of the
solution.

To these people I have this to say:
viva RCG/FRFI, viva the Kitson
family, viva SAEPC, viva City AA.
All power to the people. Our day
rapidly approaches, comrades, you
have my unconditional support from
now on.

" In solidarity,

Paul B
Stoke on Trent

Anti-racists?

Dear Comrades,

I want to tell you about my experi-
ence at the Anti Apartheid Move-
ment’s AGM on 28 October.

I was collecting signatures on the
petition against my deportation, at
the conference (for details about my
campaign see FRFI). The attitude of
a lot of people horrified me. These
so-called anti-racists were refusing to
sign my petition because 1 am an
FRFI supporter! One person said he
saw me voting in favour of a City AA
motion —so he won’t support my
campaign. Some admitted that their
hatred for FRFI was greater than
their hatred for the racist British
Immigration Controls —many of

Jubilation

Dear FRFI,
Since the Brighton Bombing, news-
papers up and down the country have
been reporting in their usual biased
way, claiming that everyone is in
unity with Thatcher and her govern-
ment in condemning the attack. In
Dundee we were wondering what
kind of response we would receive on
the street when we held our next
street meeting on Ireland. Well, in
answer to our question, this letter
was printed in our local rag and it cer-
tainly proves the newspapers wrong,
don’t you think?
BC
Dundee

VISITOR HORRIFIED
As a visitor to Dundee from Southern
England, I was horrified to overhear
and see the conduct and behaviour of
a party in a hostelry.

On hearing the newspaper headline
relating to the heinous attack in Brigh-
ton on our democratically elected
political leader, they immediately
gave vent to much cheering, jubila-
tion, toasting and general joy.

My friends, who come from the
Dundee area, were deeply embar-
rassed by the incident. Indeed they
had to dissuade me from intervening
in the true Falklands spirit, umbrella
and all!

I can only presume sobriety later
induced logic to their thoughts. —
Mrs J Townsley, Richmond

Censorship

Dear FRFI,

I wish to comment on this much
vaunted, free, democratic society in
which we live. Where we are told a
person has the right to say whatever
he wishes, and each has the right to

print and publish any material propa-
gating any political viewpoint they
wish, Well let me relate my own per-
sonal experience of recent months,
mainly concerning David Reed’s ‘Ire-
land: the key to the British revolu
tion’.

I bought a copy of David Reed’s
book last July, and immediately
placed an order in Sutton Central
Library. 1 gave all the necessary
details, paid my 30p, and was told
that it would take three weeks to
acquire a copy for me. That was four
months ago, and every Saturday
since, I have been assured that they
are trying desperately hard to get a
copy of the said book. Strange isn’t
it.

My tale of woe doesn’t end there
however. I wasintroduced to ‘Labour
Herald’ a couple of months ago and
considered it to be second only to
FRFI which I have no hesitation in
proclaiming as the best paper pro-
duced in this country. However I
thought I would place an order for it
at the newsagent, and then I could be
a regular reader of the two best
papers that are produced in this
country. But despite supplying all the
necessary details, once again, it just
can not be got. Strange isn’t it,

There is no difficulty in getting any
printed material belonging to the
pro-imperialist organisations. Apart
from the popular trash, you can get
papers produced by Conservatives,
Labour, Liberals, Social Democrats,
the Communist Party of Great Brit-
ain, or many other groups who can be
relied on to toe the imperialist line. In
their refusal to do so, I salute the
Revolutionary Communist Group
and vour magnificent newspaper
FRFI.

Yours fraternally,
M Murtagh

do so we need your help.

£119.82.

l/lwe want to donate £
Name/Organisation

FUND DRIVE

FRFI needs £500 a month
OCTOBER: £378.21

That extra £500 is needed to keep down the price of FRFI. The
paper still costs only 20 pence a copy to buy, but as you can
imagine it costs a lot more to produce. We are holding down the
price to make sure everybody can afford to buy it. To continue to

Your contribution is needed to subsidise FRFI: send us your own
donation, ask friends to do the same. Better even, help your
nearest FRF| Supporter Group organise their next fundraising
event. Last month their collective effort raised: £68 in South and
£64.73 in North London, £51.05 in Manchester, £30.27 Edinburgh,
£19.50 Dundee, £18.64 Bradford, £5 Leeds, £1.20 Liverpool.
Supporters and readers who want to remain unnamed donated

All donations are published in this column and your
name/organisation is printed alongside it if you wish.

Make your donation payable to ‘Larkin Publications’ and retum
to: FRFI BCM Box 5909, London WC1N 3XX

to the FRFI Fund.

Address

| do/do not want you to mention my name/organisation

these people were supporters of the
Communist Party of Great Britain!

I suppose I shouldn’t have been so
horrified. For these people the very
existence of an anti-imperialist trend
in the Anti-Apartheid movement

threatens their opportunist political

interests. So I should not be surprised
that they should use the dirtiest, most
openly racist and unprincipled meth-
ods to fight this trend.

On the positive side what impressed
me most was the principled stand
made by David Kitson. For me he ex-
pressed most clearly the magnificent
struggle of the South African masses.

So comrades let us redouble our
efforts to build an Anti-Apartheid
movement in this country which does
justice to that struggle.

Viraj Mendis
Manchester

You never lose

Dear Friends,

Speaking as an individual member of
the Anti-Apartheid Movement |
would like to tell you that I was there
at the AGM on Sunday and I think
that City Group were marvellous.
Usually when people can’t stand the
bureaucratic nonsense of hierarchi-

Police torture —
Police State

Dear FRFI,

I’m writing to let you know that in
Edinburgh you no longer need to
commit a crime to be beaten and
charged.

On Friday $ October, I was walk-
ing home when I was grabbed and
pushed into a doorway by two police-
men. When I asked what was going
on I was punched in the face and hit
with a torch. As I was trying to find
out why they had stopped me a police
dog van pulled up and I was thrown
in the back beside the dogs. As I
struggled to get out I was punched
again. At this point I started to fight
back and was eventually beaten un-
conscious by five policemen.

When I came round I was in a
freezing cell with no light and I had
been stripped naked and had my
hands cuffed behind my back. I was
left like this until about 10am on
Saturday, about 11 hours in total. I
was denied the right to see adoctor or
a lawyer and was not told what I had
been charged with until Monday
when I was taken to court and found
guilty of 2 police assaults, breach of
the peace and resisting arrest, result-
ing in a £150 fine.

All that for walking home. This
has confirmed my belief that we are
living in a police state.

Budgie

Solidarity

Dear FRFI,

I wish to express my solidarity with
all those opposed to racism, imperial-
ism, repression and state violence. In
particular I express my total support

for the freedom fighters of Northern’

Ireland and my personal solidarity
with the people of Northern Ireland
and their oppesition to the
murdering British Army and RUC.
Smash the imperialist war-mongers
now! Troops out now !

I am greatly encquraged by your
articles in FRFI (September and

cal movements that grow so big and
self important they lose sight of their
aims and objectives, then people just
leave it and let the bloated bureaucra-
tic and pompous plutocrats carry on
stifling it. Not so City Group. It was
marvellous to see all those people,
two hundred people encompassing
the whole spectrum from dear old
grannies, to youthful and religious
young men. From the brave young
Zimbabwe boy to grey-haired Eddie
Abrahams, and gay actor and the
enthusiastic Tony James were just
electrifying. It’s stupid of the bour-
geois press to pretend that this lively
young group is trying to ‘take over’
when it seemed so obvious to me,
who has never been to none of Annie’s
meetings, that you merely care
enough to want to improve and mod-
ernise things from within. Sunday
made that very clear to me. Congrat-
ulations for not just deserting the AA
Movement in this country as most
progressivegroups have hadto, (sadly
so far...) but had the guts, brains
and determination to work at reac-
tionary, old stick-in-the-muds from

within their own underwear.

Like the miners could not come to
your recent events because of bail

conditions, and the Irish community

October) revealing the increasing
sense of solidarity between the work-
ing class people of Britain and the
people of Ireland. The miners’ strike
is ideologically one of the most rele-
vant events to the working class
movement in the last one hundred
years. It is becoming increasingly dif-
ficult for the professional Whitehall
liars to support the illusion of
democracy in the face of such blatant
repression against the working class
people of this country. The fight
against imperialism has been brought
to the doorstep of one of the world’s
most ardent supporters of im-
perialism, namely Britain. There is a
strong feeling of solidarity amongst
the prisoners of Albany with the
miners’ struggle for justice and
freedom. I salute the courage and
resolution of Arthur Scargill for his
part in the miners’ struggle. May the
national liberation movements
throughout the world unite against
the common enemy of imperialism
and the neo-colonialist policies of
America and Western Europe.

In conclusion I pay my respects to
the fallen revolutionaries of North-
ern Ireland, El Salvador, Palestine
and South Africa. Destroy imperial-
ism, destroy racism.

Danny Breaks
HMP Albany

Arven 37

Dear FRFI

So the Ministry of Defence has un-
veiled its latest weapon of oppres-
sion, the Arven 37 which is a rapid-
fire plastic bullet gun, capable of
firing 60 rounds per minute, which
'makes it more than 12 times more
efficient than the present weapon.

Though claimed for marketing
only to the USA and third world
countries, here we see Britain’s col-
laboration with reactionary regimes
helping keep oppressed peoples
down.

Contrary to MOD denials of even-
tual use in Northern Ireland, the
MOD has informed the RUC of the
existence and the capability of the

missed the John McCluskey release
celebration march because of the
PTA act in London recently, (ISM
event), well there are reasons much
like this why lots of people are afraid
to come and join you. Nevertheless,
we get inspiration from your amazing
battles which if you don’t always win
. .. you never lose. :

Long live David Reed

Yasa the RCG

Viva City Group, Carol and the
SAEPC

GIPSIES

(Gypsies Insist on Permanent Sites
In Exuberant Surrounds)

Which side are
they on?

Dear FRFI,

May I through your paper strongly
protest the actions of certain mem-
bers of the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment at their annual general meeting
which was held at Central Hall on
Sunday 28 October 1984. I refer par-
ticularly to the treatment of the spea-
ker David Kitson, a man who for 20
years was in a South African prison.

Now as far as | can see Mr Kitson w
in that prison because he foug
against apartheid, the same apa
heid as everyone in that hall that d
was against. Irrespective if you fig
that apartheid on the street outsi
the South African Embassy or if v
talk about it on your country esta:
apartheid is apartheid and should
crushed.

So why did certain members
that movement treat Mr Kitson wi
such indignity? When he finish
speaking they remained in their sea
hands at their sides. Now it is not r
place to tell people as and when
cheer somebody. But if someone h
been in prison for 20 years fighti
for their cause I believe he at lez
deserves a hand clap. Those peog
should be disgusted with themsels
—they do not deserve to be connect:
with the Anti-Apartheid Movemer
When the day comes that Nels
Mandelais free let’s hope he suppor
the street campaign as Mr Kitson h
done. He himself will be disgusting
treated by the AAM, but I knc
who’s side I am on. The side of t
people who want freedom for t
people in South Africa.

Terry
Manchester

Arven 37. We should have no doubt
at all that this latest weapon will
eventually make its wayinto the mur-
derous hands of the RUC, to keep the
Republican people down. With the
heightening of class contradictions
here in Britain it is also a matter of
time before this vile, lethal weapon
becomes part of the arsenal of
Britain’s police force, to be used
against people who stand up against
oppression and injustice. It 1s up to
all people who are socially and politi-
cally aware to expose the existence,
the nature and the implications of the
Arven 37.

Yours fraternally

M Garrett

Support the miners

Dear Friends,

During a recent Student Union meet-
ing at Rose Bruford College of Speech
and Drama, (which has the only
course in the country aimed at train-
ing performers for Community

Theatre), we were honoured to listen
to two Yorkshire miners who came to

inform us of their present situation
and call for support.

No time was wasted. We learned
how police were using military tactics
against miners —endless cavalry

charges and assaults with batons — .

miners have been murdered and
maimed by the government’s ‘law en-
forcement officers’. We are sure that
the news that police have been sealing
off communities and rigorously and
violently enforcing curfews will not
surprise your readers as we are all
aware that many of the ‘policemen’
involved are fresh from their green
uniforms and oppressive duties in the
occupied Six Counties of Ireland.
The miners pointed out that
through the strike they had become

aware of the very real reasons for the

Uprisings of 1981. They expressed
the desire to unite in bringing to jus-
tice the Metropolitan Police (in parti-
cular) in the most direct and practical
way!

An attack was made upon oppor-
tunists such as the Ginger Pillock
(Neil Kinnock)in contrast to the prin-
cipled leadership of Arthur Scargill.
They pointed out that there are two
Tory councils in their area, one of
which is called a Labour council. The
miners stated emphatically that
Arthur Scargill is only as good as
those he serves and that they put him
there becausethey knew that he would
represent their demands and would
not back down.

Our College, staff and students are
united over support for the miners’
strike. So far we have joined pickets,
raised £200 and are organising a
sponsored day long performance ses-
sion. We hope to raise at least £4,000.
Victory to the NUM!

Active solidarity not just
resolutions!

Yours in the struggle,

Anthony W Johnson and signed by
11 other students

Subscribe

to the best
anti-imperialist
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RCG
Statement

on Brighton
bombing

On 12 October an IRA bomb exploded at™
the Grand Hotel, Brighton killing four
people and injuring others. The target
for this audacious action was Margaret
Thatcher and her Cabinet who only nar-
rowly escaped death.

R/NETWORK

@

MARTIN MAYE

Police, politicians, the media-the &
whole ruling class — quickly attempted &

to provoke anti-Irish hysteria. Unlike on
previous occasions their efforts fell
extremely flat. Local papers and radio
stations attempting to solicit ‘outraged’
responses from the public kept inadver-

tently finding examples of people ex- |
pressing anything but outrage. LBC §

interviewed people as the ISM march
passed by on the day after the bombing.
They asked one man whether he
thought it correct for the IRA to bomb its
way to freedom, ‘What do you expect
them to do, sing their way to freedom,’
he said. Most members of the Labour
Group on Camden Council voted
against a Tory motion condemning the
bombing. One councillor spoke saying
that the bombing ‘was not wicked’ and
that Thatcher was ‘not in any sense an

innocent victim'. All this is a sign of the

shift that has taken place in British
politics during the past nine months of |

the miners’ strike. Large sections of the

working class were completely un-

moved by the prospect of the sudden |

demise of a government responsible not

only for oppression and murder in Ire- |

land but also for savage attacks on
miners, black people and the poor and
unemployed in Britain.

Labour Party leaders joined with the
Government in denouncing the bom-
bing as an attack on democracy. This
from politicians who have always sup-
ported British imperialist terror against
the Irish peoples’ democratic rights,
particularly the right to self-determin-
ation. We would point out that Neil Kin-
nock’s Labour Party voted at its Confer-
ence by ten to one to keep British troops
in Ireland. And that the Labour-control-
led Strathclyde Council used the Brigh-
ton bombing as a pretext for ban-
ing two pro-Republican marches in
Glasgow, organised by the Bands
Alliance. =

As FRFl has repeatedly said, all
deaths and injuries resulting from such
actions are directly the responsibility of
British imperialism and all those who F

iremen in the ruins of the no-longer Grand

e

"!’. . =T ;

condone British imperialist rule in Ire- Hote/.

land.

SINN FEIN ARD FHEIS

Important decisions

This year's Ard Fheis heard Gerry Adams defend the Brighton

bombing saying:

‘...the British connection, the partition of this country, and the
resultant suffering and grief is far from democratic. On the contrary
it is undemocratic, unwanted, illegal, and immoral. All casualties
and fatalities in Ireland and Britain as a result of the war are sad
symptoms of our British problem and the Brighton bombing was an
inevitable result of the British presence in this country. Far from
being a blow against democracy it was a blow for democracy.’

Later in his speech he denounced the
Dublin Forum report and the polities of
constitutional nationalism:

‘Constitutional nationalism in the
Irish context is a contradiction when
the constitutionality invoved is Bri-
tish constitutionality. And British
constitutionality in Ireland means the
maintainance of a six county colony
which is not, never has been and never
will be a viable social, political or
economic unit’.

Later in the day an IRA spokesman read
a message from the Army Council
which said that as long as British troops
were on the streets of the Six Counties
there will be more bombs in Britain.
The Ard Fheis reaffirmed Sinn Fein’s
non-recognition of the Twenty Six

County Parliament. Delegates at the
Ard Fheis overwhelmingly supported
Sinn Fein’s policy of standing on an
abstentionist basis in Twenty Six
County elections. A counter motion
calling for non participation in elections
was defeated with delegates arguing that
Sinn Fein had to provide a political alt-
ernative in the South. A resolution ur-
ging Sinn Fein to register as a political
party in the South was debated. Non-
registration means that Sinn Fein can-
not put its name on ballot papers, a
problem which it overcomes by chan-
ging candidates names by deed poll to
include the words Sinn Fein. A series of
speakers opposed registration calling it
‘creeping Free Statism’ and ‘recognition
of Free State institutions’. Another
delegate said:

NANDS OFF IRELAND

‘We are done with the Free State and
there is no going back. If people want
it let them join the Workers Party.’

The motion for registration was heavily
defeated. During discussions on electo-
ral policy in the South it was pointed out
that the Free State regime had since 1922
shot, hanged and gaoled Republicans
and that over 200 Republicans were in
gaol at the present time.

In another important debate dele-
gates supported a policy document on
women which, amongst other progres-
sive measures, supported the availabi-
lity of divorce and contraception. This
gives the lie to those reactionaries who
argue that the Republican Movement is
a sectarian, religious-based organisa-
tion. It also confirms that the liberation
of women is part and parcel of the
struggle for national liberation.

Amongst other decisions taken at the
Ard Fheis was a decision to disband
Sinn Fein Britain. Speakers in support
of this motion included John McClus-
key and Ray MacLochlainn, Irish
POWs recently released from gaols in
Britain, who said they were speaking for
the majority of Irish prisoners in
Britain. '
Maxine Williams

Using our bodies
against us

From Monday 21 October to Friday 26 October, ex-Armagh prisoner
Linda Quigley came to London for a week of action against strip
searching in Armagh prison. The week — initiated by Sinn Fein and
supported by ISM, TOM, IFM, IWSG, FRFI, Proletarian and RCL — was
very successtul though, predictably, ignored by the bourgeois media.
The highpoint was a rally in Conway Hall on 24 October. Over 300
people heard speeches from Linda Quigley, John McCluskey ex-
- POW, Jeremy Corbyn MP, Pauline Sellars for ISM, speakers from
IBRG, TOM, IFM, IWSG and London Armagh Group. Wednesday
morning Linda Quigley spoke to FRFI about the struggle in Armagh

prison.

The strip searching began in November
1982 with the arrival of a new governor
Thomas Murtagh. The excuse was ‘se-
curity’. Since then over 2,000 strip
searches have taken place and produced
two ‘finds’ —one small bottle of per-
fume and a £5 note. Linda pointed out
that there have never been any escapes
from Armagh nor have any guns, ex-
plosives or weapons ever been found.
She rejected the ‘security’ excuse: ‘They
are trying to use our bodies as a weapon
against us, to try to break us,’

Many of the women are very young
and most come from ‘traditional Irish
Catholic homes. There is no nudity in
the homes. In many cases no-one has
ever seen their bodies and they are being

stripped naked on a regular basis over a
long period of time in front of strangers
that are openly hostile.’

The remand prisoners bear the brunt
of this sexual and psychological torture.
Women involved in the lengthy paid
perjurer ‘trials’ may be stripped twice a
day, every day, for months on end. Wo-
men going to remand hearings in Ar-
magh court are stripped twice in 20
minutes. Whilst two female warders
carry out the search, there will often be
as many as 8 or more present. Linda told
how Katherine Moore was once con-
fronted by 15 warders. She refused to
strip and was blindfolded, beaten to the
ground and forcibly stripped. Women
who are having their period are forced
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to remove sanitary protection. They are
left standing naked and bleeding in
front of the paid thugs who administer
this torture.

Linda confirmed that all this torture
has failed to break the spirit of the
women POWs. Morale, she said, ‘is tre-
mendously high’. The women suffer but
that suffering ‘only strengthens our
commitment’,

Linda also talked about the role of
women in the liberation struggle over-
all. “Women have always been very ac-
tive in all fields.” During internment,
she said, ‘when the men were all locked
up everything carried on. The men
were locked up but the women stepped
in and took over.’ She stressed that the

B e

Linda Qua‘g!y

national struggle was the major issue.
‘We do take a stand on women’s issués
but there’s a war going on in our coun-
try —we fight for all of our people. ..
We're very aware of what we don’t have
and firmly believe that in a free Ireland
we will get what we want but until the
national question’s resolved it’s a ques-
tion of priorities’.

Finally Linda called for full support

from Britain for the women’s struggle

against strip searching. She called for
demonstrations, lobbying, pressure on
MPs and councillors to force the gov-
ernment to end the torture in Armagh.
FRFI sends its greetings and solidarity
to Linda Quigley and all her comrades.
We will do all we can to aid the heroic
struggle of the women POWs against
the sexual and psychological torture of
strip searching.

Victory to the Armagh women!

End strip searching now!
Terry Marlowe

FreeState
attack

on NUM

The neo-colonial Free State ruling
class has joined with the British
government in attacking the NUM. In
an attempt to protect union funds
against sequestration, the NUM
moved £8.5 million into an account in
a Dublin Bank. No doubt the NUM
believed that the money would be
safe in an ‘independent’ country.

However, the ‘independent’ judiciary
of the ‘independent’ Twenty Six Coun-
ties moved rapidly to attack the NUM
on behalf of their imperialist masters.
On Sunday 4 November Mr ‘Justice’
Barrington set up a special ‘court’ hear-
ing in his own home in order to freeze
the NUM’s Dublin account. Further,
Barrington ordered that all books and
correspondence relating to the account
be produced for inspection by the Bri-
tish sequestrators. The NUM had al-
ready moved all but £2.8 million out of
the account before the Dublin court
ruling. The sequestrators will now use
the books from the Dublin account to
track down the £6 million that has been
moved.

So much for the independence of the
‘independent’ Free State. At the ISM
conference in October Malcolm Pitt,
President Kent NUM, pointed out that
it was the British ruling class ‘who pay
the wages of the Dublin politicians who
collaborate with British imperialism.in
the suppression of Irish people in
struggle for national liberation.’ The
bought-off Dublin politicians have now
added to their list of crimes against the
Irish people, the crime of collaborating
with the British ruling class against
miners in Britain fighting for their jobs.
This i1s only further confirmation that
the struggle for national liberation in
Ireland and the struggle of the British

working class for its rights in Britain is,

indeed, one struggle.

Terry Marlowe

British
terror
machine

The British terror machine designed
to crush the resistance of the
nationalist people rolls on. On
Tuesday 16 October Stephen
McMenamin was shot in the back by
the British army in Ballymurphy,
West Belfast. He had been ‘joyriding’
in a stolen car with a friend, when the
car was rammed by a landrover. This
is nothing new for in the last five
years in West Belfast alone 42 cars
have been fired at by the security
forces, with three people killed and 13
injured as a result.

On 19 October Fred Jackson, aged 43, a
father of 6 children, was shot in the head
by undercover policemen as he drove to
work in Dungannon, County Tyrone.
Immediately the police issued a state-
ment saying he had been hit by crossfire
between the IRA and a routine RUC
patrol. The facts that later emerged
were totally different. The IRA Active
Service Unit had not fired a shot but was
followed by 2 undercover RUC units
who opened fire and killed Fred Jack-
son in his own car as he pulled into his
works yard.

Show trial$" in non-jury Diplock
Courts using paid perjurers to frame
Republicans, continue. On 16 October
Raymond Gilmour appeared in the wit-

~ness box to give fabricated evidence

against 35 people on a total of 180 char-
ges. As with other informers the brain-
washing and disorientation of Gilmour
by the RUC was obvious. Gilmour
could not remember his own date of
birth, nor the ages of his two children.
Yet his evidence alone could ensure that
35 nationalists are imprisoned.

In their attempts to crush the resis-
tance of the Irish people, the British
ruling class will sink to any depths, from
shoot-to-kill operations to show trials.

Chas Millington
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