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POLICE RIOT

Black people
targetted by
Embassy police

On 22 January at 2am two City AA members from the non-stop picket
outside South Africa House were accosted by the police. Tunde
Forrest, a young black man, was arrested, assaulted and charged with
assault on police. So began the latest campaign of harassment by
Cannon Row police against the non-stop picket. Each time major
court cases have been won, the police have resorted to racist and
sexist abuse and assault to gain revenge. They are particularly keen
to arrest and frame black youth because they know that many magis-

trates share their racism.

When Tunde and Dominic left the
picket on 22 January to go to the toilet
they were followed by two uniformed
policemen —~one of them a notorious
white Rhodesian. Tunde was searched
while in the cubicle and accused of
flushing drugs away. No drugs were
found on e¢ither Tunde or Dominic.
Tunde was taken outside while the white
Rhodesian threatened Dominic with
arrest if he tried to follow. Dominic
went outside anyway to see Tunde being
arrested by the other officer. He asked

why, and was told, again by the white
Rhodesian, ‘he’ll make up his mind on
the way to the station’, Tunde was
charged with assault.

On Friday 23 Januvary at about
2.30am a police car drove past the picket
with a loud speaker: “Tunde Forrestisa
cannibal’ the racists inside shouted.

Twenty four hours later, a police
officer on the picket was spending his
time chatting to two racists who were
abusing the picket. The picketers, inclu-
ding Tunde and Dominic were singing

and walking in a circle. One of the
racists, a man in ‘blue trousers like a

policeman’s’ and with a plaster cast on
his arm strikes Tunde. The police
officer does nothing. The racist strikes
Tunde again. Tunde takes his jacket off
but is restrained by other picketers. The
police officer now calls up reinforce-
ments. Four police vans and 2 police
cars arrive—in one of the cars is the
white Rhodesian. Tunde says that he
was assaulted in the van and at the
police station. Tunde was again charged
with assault on police. Later he was
taken to hospital for out-patient
treatment.

This racist harassment is part of a
pattern: police officers stand in the
middle of the picket and abuse picketers;
racists spit at and assault picketers, the
police do nothing. On several occasions
white South Africans have threatened
women picketers, the police do nothing.
One week after the arrests of Tunde, a
picketer was followed to the bus stop at
2am and arrested for ‘littering’. He had
not thrown any litter.

Ever since City AA started its pickets
of the Embassy in 1982 the police have
been trying to move them. They have
failed. Their racist harassment of
picketers is part and parcel of their
political assault on demonstrators. At
Broadwater Farm, at Brixton, at Wap-
ping, at the South African Embassy -
the pattern is the same: law and order
means lying, racist, sexist thugs on the
loose. City-AA is fighting back — we wilf
be there until Nelson Mandela is free.

Carol Brickley
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Police attack
Wapping strike
anniversary

Saturday 24 January 1987: a group of riot squad police are dragging a
man, on his back, along the ground. As they go, one cop is crouched
over the man, hitting him repeatedly with a baton. | watch as the man
is carried away, unconscious on a stretcher. The Metropolitan Police
are celebrating the anniversary of the News International dispute.

Some 25,000 marched from the Temple
to Wapping, When we arrived the riot
squad were already forming up behind a
line of ‘ordinary” police. They waited
patiently for their excuse to attack.

A lorry is overturned in front of the
police lines, Newman's finest have their
excuse. They charge out. Already they
are¢ hitting out at anyon¢ unforfunate
enough to get in their way. Bits and
pieces are being thrown at the police
lines —placard sticks, cans, the odd
bottle.

The riot squads repeatedly charge
into the crowds. To my right a group of
demonstrators are caught against a wall
whilst cops beat them. They charge
forward in small groups, onc holds a
powerful light aimed at the crowds,
another sprays red paint at random, to

identify ‘ringleaders’. ‘Ringleading’
children, bystanders and others are
sprayed,

Asthe police attacks go on, resistance
grows. Groups are breaking up paving
stones Lo use against the police. Everyso
often, the rain of rocks is sustained
enough to drive the rampaging police
back. But it is an uneven battle. The
police are armed with shield and baton,
trained and organised to attack the
demonstrators.

Just after 9pm, the mounted thugs
come sweeping out. One middie-aged
man falls to the ground, trampled in the
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rush.
Emnic Greenwood, Morning Star
photographer, is trampled under a

horse. He was released from hospital on
Tuesday 27 January. Another photo-
grapher, David Hudson, is beateén un-
conscious, BBC reporter Kate Adie is
batoned, At least nine photographers
receive hospital treatment.

Countless numbers of
demonstrators are injured.

continued on page 2

Thatcher

Kinnock

unite to
gag BBC

The BBC’s banning of a ‘Secret
Soclety’ programme has provi-
ded yet another occasion for
patriotic  outpourings from
Labour Party leader Neil Kin-
nock. The programme, written by
New Statesman journalist
Duncan Campbell, claims that a
£500 million spy satellite, code-
name Zircon, has been kept
secret from Parliament. This
breaches an undertaking by the
Ministry of Defence that Parli-
ament should be informed, via
the Public Accounts Committee,
of all projects over £250 million.
Following the ban the Attorney General
Sir Michael Havers took out an injunc-
tion banning Duncan Campbell from
showing the film to MPsin the House of
Commons. No injunction, however,
prevented the publication of the
contents of the programme in the New
Statesman (23 January), There followed
Special Branch raids and lengthy sear-
ches of the New Statesman offices and
the homes of journalists Duncan Camp-
bell, Patrick Forbes and Jolvon
Jenkins.

What was Neil Kinnock’s reaction 1o
the fact that the project had been kept
secret from parliament? ‘I would have
done the same myself’ said he. Kinnock
attacked Thatcher's ‘incompetence’
Said Kinnock ‘The government was
right to seek to take the action to pre

unknown
From the
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Racist thugs
at Stoke
Newington

Stoke Newington police who were
gesponsible for the death of Colin
Roach have committed another vi-
cous crime against a black youth—
Trevor Monerville. On the morning
of 1 January this year, Trevor was
found asleep in a car with a broken
window. Police claim to have arrest-
d him for being under the influence
of drugs and being involved in
coiminal damage, He was taken to
Stoke Newington Police Station to
*siecp it off'.

Trevor isnow in hospital seriously
#l. He has undergolie brain sureery
and nearly lost his life. He was ad-
mitted 10 hospital with bruises from
head to toc, even the soles of his fect
bruised. He had suffered a
series of blows (o the head which
sroduced a blood clot on the brain
and left him paralvsed on the left of

s body.

At 3pm on New Year’s day, Trev-
or’s father reported him missing L0
Stoke Newington police, They de-
mied any knowledge of his where
abouts. Again the next day Trevor
was officially reported missing, On 3
January the police charged Trevor at
Highbury Magistrates Court. They
tmew his identity now through his
fmgerprints, forcibly taken by six
police officers. Still Trevor's father
was not told of his whereabouts,
Trevor was then taken to Brixton
prison where he was put in the hospi-
tal wing. All his clothes were des-
froved

When forced to explain the situa-
pon, the police came up with the
story that Trevor was suffering trom
2 brain tumour, This lie was exposed
wnder medical cxamination. The
police then suddenly dropped all
charges against Trevor,

Stoke Newington police have a
long history af vicious and murder-
ous assaults - on  black peopie,
Trevor's friends and family are
organising a campaign to force the
sruth out on this latest afrocity by the
Stoke Newington police.

Stmone Dewhurst

Support the
Wombourne
Twelve

Twelve young leshians and gay men
were imprisoned over Christmas for
demonstrating against the call of
South Staffordshire Conservative
council leader Brownhill to put *90%
of queers in the ruddy gas chamber’
to prevent the spread of AIDS,
After a peaceful demonstration
outside Hrownhill's home the 12
were  arrested, verbally and
physically abused, and held for 22
hours. On 22 December they appear-
ed in court charged with threatening
behaviour, one woman also faces
two police assault charges.
Magistrates granted the police
spplication for them to be remanded
for seven days in custody, on the
false grounds that their addresses
had not been verified. When they
appeared In court a week later they
were finally released on bail. One of
the gay men pointed out *any one of
ws who harboured illusions about the
police and their relation to the courts
25 well as the purpose of the public
order law, has now realised how
paive we were. We would not have
expected a seven day prison sentence
if we had been convicted. In effect
the police have had us punished
without our being found guilty.'
The Defence Campaign are organ-
ising 2 demonstration on 23/24 Feb-
muary outside Seisdon Magistrates
Court in Wombourne. Send dona-
fions and requests for more infor-
mation to Wombourne Twelve
Defence Campaign ¢/o BM GYM
London WCIN 3XX, Tel: 833 3912,
Susannah Lloyd

Broadwater Farm Trial

Fleet Street mobs
lead Silcott frame-up

On Wednesday 14 January the trial of Winston Silcott (27), Mark
Braithwaite (20), Engin Raghip (20) and three juveniles (one aged 14,
the other two are 15), began at the Old Bailey. All six are charged with
the murder of PC Blakelock during the Broadwater Farm rising of 6
October 1985. They also face charges of riotous assembly and affray.
Two have additional charges connected with petrol bombs. All are

pleading not guilty to all charges.
The stage has been ser for a major
show trial in which the state will seek
revenge for the death of PC Blake-
lock. No officer has been charged
with, or disciplined for, the death of
Mrs Cynthia Jarrete, the immediate
cause of the rising.

The protest picket ouside the Old
Bailey on the opening day of the trial
was censored, The City of London
police ruled that no megaphone
could be used, Stafford Scolt, of the
Broadwater Youth Association, was
arrested for trying to tell passers-by
the truth about the show trial.

T'he media have played their part
loyally. Sensationalist headlines por-
trayed the community of Broad-
water Farm as bloodthirsty animals:

‘Mob “‘planned to put PC’s head
on pole'"* Daily Telegraph
‘Riot mab tried 1o behead PC
Blakelock, savs QC* The Guardian
‘Screaming mob “tried to hack off
PC's head™ ' Daily Express

‘Merciless mob *firied to hack of
PC’'s head'' " The Times

‘Put his head on a pole’ Daily Mail
*“They said they would put his
head on a pole' ' Daify Mirror

Unless you read the small print very
closely, you will not know that the
story about *hackingoft” Blakelock's
head and pulting it on a pole comes
Jrom a statement, extorted from a
voung and frightened man, which
was retracted before the trial began.
The Sun, long the filthiest object
in the Fleet Streel sewer, has been re-
ferred to the Director of Public Pro-
secutions for contempt of court for
its ‘entirely deplorable’ (Justice
Hodgson) report and for publishing
a photograph of Winston Silcott,
Evidence in court has already ex-
posed the role of the police. A wil-
ness, Edward Burke, had made a
statement saving ‘They jumped onto
the verge of the grass'. The police
altered this statement to read: ' saw

On Monday 26 January the High
Court ordered a new inquest into the
death of Keith Hicks in Brixton pri-
son on 12 March 1985. Keith Hicks
wis an epileptic who died in statuy
epilepticus. FRFI exposed the cir-
cumstances of his death and the
appalling conduct of Coroner Dr
David Yernon Forster (see FRF1 51)

New Keith Hicks inquest

at the time.

The High Court, it seems, agrees,
Forster was criticised for making the
Jury sit all day without a break and
for refusing to allow them to consi-
der a verdict of lack of care. The ver-
dict of misadventure has now been
quashed.

Terry O'Halloran

them jump the policeman’. This is
typical of the quality of ‘evidence’
which will be trotted out in the ten
weeks the trial is likely to last.

We already know that the police
are determined to frame Winston Sil-
cott and the five others. We already
know that some 360 people were
arrested following the rising and one
after another put under pressure to

‘name’ Winston Silcott, We already
know that detainees, including child-
ren, were held for up to 54 hours
without access to lawyers, family or
friecnds. We know they were often
physically assaulted, racially and
sexually abused, We know that Win-
ston Silcott was held incommunicado
for three days and interrogated while

Only one thing can stand between
the six defendants and a lifetime be-
hind bars: the response of a commu-
nity determined to protect its own.
Only public mobilisation can defend
Winston Silcott and the others. FRFI]
calls on all readers to support the Old
Bailey pickets.

Alexa Byrne, Sue Davidson and
Terry O Halloran

The machinery of state revernge is
continuing to grind, Gary Potter's
second trial for qffray (see FRFI 63
Sor report of first trial) ended in a
hung jury again on Wednesday 28
January. The following day a third
trial was ordered,

Ay the show trial against Winston
Silcott and five others opened, Mel-
ton ColNington stood trial for affray.
Like all the others, he had been held
incommunicado and forced to sign a
statement which he refracted in
court, Judge Keith Machin gave him
Jour years in prison.

LHOTH/OAVIN MIHANV

Thatchers
sweatshop

Recent figures have shown the stark imbalance of job losses: the so-
called “‘North-South divide'. 94% of jobs lost since 1979 were in
northern and western regions. And for many people in work, there is
a deepening division between the low-paid and the wealthy. The
recent Low Pay Review shows that the poorest workers are now
relatively worse off than they were when data was first collected one

hundred years ago.

For example, the average take home
pay of those YTS leavers who find
work is about £50 a week. 25% of
YTS leavers working full time carn
under £40 a week. Thousands of
workers have sulfered pay cuts as
public services have been contracted
out: cleaners in Leicestershire had
hourly rates cut from £2.24 to
£1.70— making a saving of £400,00)
for the council by further exploita-
tion of already impoverished work-
ers, The much vaunted ‘economies’
in the NHS have similarly been
stolen from the pay packets of ancil-
lary workers.

By contrast, the highly paid will
remember 1986 with affection. Law
yers averaged a 13.9% pay rise;
company chairman and chief execu-
tives 11.6%, taking average pay Lo
£63,000 per annum, Richard
Giordano, chair of British Oxygen,
continued toenjoy a gross salary of
£883,100 (or £16,983 a week). CBI
leaders, who cry loudest for ‘re-
straint’ were shown recently in
Labour Research to have had 14%
pay rises in 1985-86, taking their
average pay to £86,000 a year,

Remorseless  attacks upon  the
working class will continue as suc-
cessive governments Iry to restore
the rate of profit. Thatcher's poli-
cies — deregulation, abolition of
Wages Councils, anti-union laws
and 5o on, all aim to resolve the crisis

2 Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! February 1967

at the expense of the working class.

Mass unemployment is, of course,
a vital part of this sweatshop
economy, but isan embarrassment in
an election year. Hence the prolifer-
ation of schemes, projects and other
con-tricks which both reduce the
apparent number of unemployed
and force people into low-paid jobs.
The *New Workers Scheme” actually
subsidiscs employers who pay very
low wages to young workers. The
new Worktest guestionnaire allows
Jobeentre staff to withdraw benefit
if a claimant secks ‘too high' wages:
one Scottish woman who sought
gross pay of £30 a week had her
benefit stopped. Low paid jobs will
thus fall 1o the lowest bidder. Low
Pay Unit surveys reveal that' many
Jobeentres advertise jobs at illegally
low rates of pay.

The *Restart’ scheme implies that
the long term uncmployed only need
‘counselling’ and a few postage
stamps to snap out of their idlcness.
Despite its glossy TV promotion, the
scheme has placed only (.7% of
those interviewed from May to Octo-
ber 1986 in work: even this in the
lowest paid jobs. In the same period,
however, 10,842 claimants had their
benefit stopped through ‘Restart’.
No wonder Jobcentres have been
ordered Lo give it top priority.

Dave Burton

Wapping
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platform, legal observer, John Bow-
den, bload running down the side of
his face, tells how he was attacked by
the police. Later in the evening, the
riot cops surround and attack the bus
in which people are receiving emer-
gency first aid, mostly for head
wounds.

Everyiime there has been a signifi-
canl mass presence at the plant the
police have artacked: 19 February,
22 March, 3 May (1986) and now 24
January 1987, The physical presence
outside the fortress is the only
remaining obstacle to the ending of
the dispute. That is why the police
launched their brutal attack,

Cops lie

The police have already started cov-
ering their trail with the usual tales of
‘agitators” and their usual display of
‘weapons'. Iron railings figured
prominently. I saw, on Saturday
night, how the police gather their
weapons.

A man tore arailing out of a fence
in order to climb through to safety
from the police charges. He dropped
the railing on the pavement. A riot
squad cop dashed across the road,
picked up the railing and ran back to
police lines with it.

At the Scotland Yard press confer-
ence on Monday 26 January, Deputy
Assistant  Commissioner Wynn
Jones denied that the police had
drawn their batons, From the first
police attack onwards, the only pol-
ice I saw without drawn batons were
the ones sprayving paint about or
using the flashlights.,

Wynn Jones, in for a penny in for
a pound, also denied that the police

were spraying red paint. 1 saw them
spraying. I saw people with red paint
streaked across their clothes, 1 escor-
ted one young man to the tube. He
fearcd arrest because of the streak of
red across his jacket. The police
clearly feel no restraint in commit-
ting any kind of violence against the
people or telling any kind of lies
afterwards.

Kinnock backs cops

And what says Neil Kinnock, leader
of Her Majesty’s Most Loyal Oppo-
sition?

‘Mr Neil Kinnock . . . said earlier
that he found the violence *'hid-
eous and norrifying'” and regard-
ed those responsible for it as
outcasts from the Labour move-
ment who would get ne support
from him.' (The Guardian, 27
January 1987)

Kinnock attacked those who resisted
police violence. By doing so he
helped Hurd to threaten the speeded-
up introduction of Public Order Act
powers over static demonstrators,
He helped Hurd to refuse a public
inquiry, He helped Hurd to isolate
those who courageously withstood
wave after wave of police assaults.
Those engaged in resistance were not
only the so-called ‘outsiders’ bul
also trade unionists.

Kinnock was quickly joined by
Willis and the General Council of the
TUC. On Wednesday 28 January the
General Council passed a resolution
condemning both the violence of the
police and of the demonstrators.
Only Scargill took a principled stand
and refused to condemn the violence
of protestors under attack from the
police. (Eric Hammond, King of the
Scabs, also opposed the motion . , .
for criticising the police).

Precisely at the moment when
Thatcher and her police thugs come
under serious pressure, with even the
BBC filing complaints against the
police, Kinnock and Willis step for-
ward to relieve the pressure and
attack the people who are strugeling
to defend basic trade union and
demacratic rights. As Lenin said,
opportunists like Kinnock and Willis
arc better defenders of the bourgeoi-
sie than the bourgeoisie themselves,

The dispute goes on

From the beginning, Kinnock and
Willis, aided by Dean (SOGAT),
Dubbins (NGA) and Conroy (NUJ),
have looked for some dirty deal they
could impose on the strikers. The
organised trade union movement has
refused, as during the miners’ strike,
to provide any actual solidarity, The
TUC has blocked all action against
the scab EETPU, The NUJ has only
now fined 95 NUJ scabs £1000 a
head for scabbing (42 scabs were
acquitted for ‘lack of evidence'
although they had signed a letter
admitting that they were working at
Wapping). SOGAT members recent-
ly voted against a levy for the sacked
printworkers.

Murdach has now gone back to
court seeking damages against
SOGAT and NGA for the 24 Janu-
ary demonstration. If he wins both
unions will be threatened with
sequestration.

The reaction of Kinnock and Wil-
lis to the events of 24 Januaryis of a
piece with their reaction to the News
International dispute as a whole.
The jobs and trade union rights of
the sacked printworkers have been
sacrificed 1o the re-election of Neil
Kinnock: the patriot and police-
man’s friend.

Terry O'Halloran

Secret Society
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vent publication, wrong to fail to
ensure that all the angles were cov-
ered’. This puts Kinnock to the right
of Thatcher who was, at least, forced
to admit that it was not possible to
get blanket injunctions from the
courts unless they had firm evidence
on named individuals and publica-
tions. We also learned that Kinnock

had given his full backing to the
Attorney General prior to the seek-
ing of the injunction against Duncan
Campbell.

It was precisely because of Kin-
nock’s stand that Thatcher was able
to order Special Branch raids on the
New Statesman, the homes of three
journalists, and later the offices of
Glasgow BBC. Glasgow BBC was
raided again on 31 January. Special
Branch took away material from all
six ‘Secret Society’ programmes,

Ironically, editor of the New
Statesman, John Lloyd, is an ardent
Kinnockite who has pushed the mag-

azine to the right in the last few
months. His latest editorial, written
after the four day search of the
Statesman's offices by Special
Branch, shows he has learned no-
thing. He condemns only Thatcher
and says not a word about Kinnock’s
odious role in the affair,

Kinnock’s performance shows ex-
actly what’s in store under a future
Labour government. And as for free
speech and freedom of information,
you can forget them if Kinnock's
given the whisper that the national
imperialist interest is at stake,

Olivia Adamson



Teachersunion. . ... .
attacks left

Over 80 members of the council of the Inner London Teachers’
Association (ILTA), the section of the National Union of Teachers
(NUT) which represents London teachers, were suspended this
month by the NUT national executive. ILTA leaders had called a
strike for 13 January in opposition to the Education Bill which
Kenneth Baker is railroading through Parliament.

The Bill gives Baker the power to
impose a settlement in the current
teachers’ pay dispute. It also abol-
ishes the right of both teachers’
unions and their direct employers,
the Local Education Authorities, to
take part in future pay negotiations
by replacing the present Burnham
committee with a government
appointed body,

ILTA called the strike to show
opposition to the Bill, but also to put
pressure on the national union
whose campaign against Baker’s Bill

is limited to winning over ‘public
opinion', The NUT executive vi-
ciously suspended the 80 ILTA
members and sent out warning let-
ters to NUT members, telling them
not to support the strike. * ... At
this stage . . . industrial actions will
not assist in any way the campaign
against the bill, and will ... be
counter-productive by alicnating
many who we could otherwise count
upon as allies’. And vet it is quite
clear that without industrial action,
such measures will have no effect on

quite impervious 1o reasonable
arguments.

Over 6,000 London teachers ig-
nored the NUT leaders and struck,
with over 2,000 attending a demon-
stration and rally in near blizzard
conditions, The rally called for a one
day national strike on 19 February.

Teachers have put up a relatively
militant fight for the last two years,
But NUT leaders have shown them-
selves ready to jeopardise it all.
Before Christmas they signed the
ACAS deal which falls far short of
teachers' demands, and is rejected
by 4 out of the 6 unions, not to men-
tion by Baker. Now they want to
limit the fight against Baker’s Bill,
urging us to put our faith in the
House of Lords and suspending
those calling for more militant
action.

All NUT members should oppose
the suspensions and put pressure on
NUT leaders to call a strike on 19
February against the Bill.

Olivia Adamson

BT launches
all-out attack
on engineers

After two years of privatisation, British Telecom, in its drive to
increase profits, has launched an all-out attack on its workforce. Up
and down the country National Communications Union (Engineer-
ing) members were threatened with suspension for working to rule
and refusing to work overtime, in support of our 1986 pay claim of

10%.

In Manchester about 80 engineers
were facing suspension on  the
Monday morning of 19 January. In
response, the whole Manchester
district walked ouwt_on indefinite
strike until the suspéfision threats
were lifted. Similar actions took
place throughout Britain. The union
executive had only sanctioned 24
hour stoppages in support of sus-
pended members, on a district by
district basis. They were overtaken
by events and by the end of that week
virtually all the union membership
was out. Our executive, faced with a
Jait accompii, was forced to call an
all-out
January.

BT management has forced the
confrontation and is clearly pre-
pared for a lengthy dispute. Their
aim is to break the union and impose
their own draconian conditions on
the workforce, changing our attend-
ance patterns, ending job demarca-
tion and making overtime compul-
sory. Our union leadership, led by
NCU General Secretary John Gold-
ing, quite ¢learly did not want an all-
out confrontation with BT. The
leadership’s tactics have been to ry
to keep the dispute centered on a dis-
trict by district basis. However, they
have been overtaken by events and
the strength of feeling of the NCU

strike  from Monday 26-

membership.

This is the first national strike
called by the NCU or its predecessor
the POEU that has lasted for more
than one day. BT workers in fact
belonged to the Civil Service until
1969 and many of the ideas and pre-
judices of that era are still strong in
sections of the NCU membership.
Until now they have not felt threat-
ened by Thatcher’s onslaught on the
working class. Their voice is the
voice of John Golding when he con-
demns ‘extremists’ in the union and
attacks what he calls outsiders for
supporting the strike. It’s also the
voice of Peter Bailey, a local Man-
chester branch officer and Tameside
Labour councillor, who, the Mon-
day after the vicious police assault
on the Wapping demonstration, at a
mass meeting of 2,000 engineers,
condemned the picketers at Wap-
ping for their violence!

There is however, another section
of the union: the low paid, ordinary
engineers, who arc determined to
fight and don’t look upon themsel-
ves as being different from other
workers involved in industrial
struggles. It's this section of the
union which must give the lead in the
fight for us to successfully resist the

attack from BT.
Bob Shepherd

The go-ahead
for Sizewell B

The expected has happened. The
building of Sizewell B power station,
a PWR similar in design to the one
which nearly melted down at Three
Mile Island in the US, is to go
ahead. Following the longest public
inquiry in history comes a 3,000 page
report by Sir Frank Lavfield. Sir
Frank has reservations of course,
but has decided that the ‘national
economic benefits' override any
doubts.

® Safety Sir Frank accepts the
CEGB's ‘assurances’ that Sizewell B
will be safe. In fact the US firm
Westinghouse who are set to build
the reactor have a number of out-
standing lawsuits against them over
problems in PWRs they have built in
the US, Neither does the report
mention Chernobyl, an omission of
the most stupendous proportions.
After all, Sizewel] is situated only 70

miles from London, one of the lar-
gest population centres in the world.
® Cost Sir Frank reckons Sizewell
B will be cheaper than a power sta-
tion using other fuels. Not only does
this not take into account the recent
fall in coal prices, but it ignores the
fact that, up to now, no method has
been devised of safely decommis-
sioning nuclear reactors and storing
waste which will stay radioactive and
deadly for up to 25,000 years, The
cost of this is simply incalculable in
terms of damage to people and the
environment.

It is no surprise that the massive
vested financial, political and mili-
tary interests in the nuclear industry
have trivmphed in the inquiry. Only
organised opposition on the ground
can now halt Sizewell B.

Olivia Adamson

Workers
occupy
Caterpillar

On 14 January, 1,200 workers &
the Caterpillar tractor plant in
Uddingston (Glasgow) heard
that they were to lose their jobs.
They are now occupying the
plant. FRFI supporters went to
talk to them.

Workers told us that as late as
Autumn ‘86 the management had
assured the 1,200 workforce of a
rosy future and had praised them for
their ‘continuing improvement in the
quality of their products.’ Aninvest-
ment of a further £62 million over
the next 4 years was talked of.

However, things were not as they
seemed, Are they ever when profit is
considered before people? The
American multinational bad made
only £13 million in pre-tax profits
from 1981-85. Competition with
Japanese companies was increasing
and the market I imperialist
countries was decreasing. Cater-
pillar announced that Uddingston
plant, along with Davenport and
Dallas in the US, would have to go.
A total of 2,900 jobs are to be shed,

So much for the company bro-
‘chure given to each employee when
they start. ‘People have intrinsic
worth and dignity . .. We intend to
treat people as individual human
beings . .."

On 14 January, without even con-
sulting the British government who
had also agreed to invest millions in
the plant, the company broke the
news of the closure to the Udding-
ston workers at a mass meeting at the
plant, Workers were told that jobs
would be shed over a 15 months
period and that *fair’ redundancy
payments would be made, The work-
ers’ answer was to immediately
occupy the plant. They broke open
doors to get in and are still in occupa-
tion today.

The factory is in an area of 20%
adult male unemployment. This
would rise to 50" if the factory
closed. With nothing but memories
of a once flourishing economy from
the pits and the Ravenscraig steel
plant, workers know that they have
no option but to fight for their jobs.

On 23 January leaders of every
unionised workplace in the West of
Scotland and local MPs met with
representatives of the Caterpillar
workforce. At this mecting, they
organised the collection of money
and supplies necessary Lo sustain the
workforce during their occupation,
A Women’s Support Group is being
organised. Money must be sent if the
workers are to win their fight,
Morale is high and resolve is strong.
Caterpillar management have a
battle on their hands. As the
workers’ representatives told us
‘We'll be here till we win’.

John
Send money and messages of
support to: Thomas Stevenson,
Treasurer, 17, Campsie View,
Bargeddie, Baillieston, Glasgow

Edit
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in Kinnocks bid
for power

In the last 10 days of January Neil Kinnock reached new depths of reaction in his
drive to prove himself a worthy and patriotic defender of British imperialist inter-
ests. He did it at our expense, at the expense of thousands upon thousands of
people who are resisting the attempts of the Tory government to trample on hard

won democratic rights.

The Tory government took unprecedented
action in parliament and the courts in what
turned out (o be a failed attempt to prevent us
knowing about a new British signals intelligence
spy satellite and to cover up its deception of Par-
liament. The Tories received the full support of
Neil Kinnock, In fact Kinnock took an even
more reactionary stance than Thatcher when he
accused the government of incompetence for
not completely silencing Duncan Campbell by
allowing his article in the New Statesman to slip
through the censorship net. In so doing Kinnock
gave Thatcher the signal to go ahead with
special branch raids on the New Statesman, the
homes of three journalists and the BBC Glas-
gow, where the programme about the satellite
was made. Kinnock encouraged government
deception and secrecy. In short he took a stand
against the democratic rights and interests of
ordinary peopie in this country.

A few days later Kinnock was at it again. On
Saturday 24 January 2 planned, highly organ-
ised police attack on the 25,000-strong Wapping
march took place. Demonstrators resisted pol-
ice brutality with cans, sticks, bricks and paving
stones. Kinnock, far from immediately con-
demning the police brutality, took their side and
attacked those demonstrators who defended
themselves and fought back as ‘outcasts from
the Labour movement’ who would not get his
support. It was not long before he was joined by
a babbling chorus of like-minded scabs. Willis
condemned the ‘disgraceful and violent' scenes
and a few days later announced publicly that the
TUC was considering whether or not (o propose
the ending of mass demonstrations outside
Wapping — precisely the aim of the police,
Kaufman, Labour's 'law and order’ shadow
minister, condemned the ‘gratuitous violence’ at
Wapping, put it down to ‘outside elements bent
on exploiting grievances for their sectarian
purposes’ and inadequate police tactics. Dean
(SOGAT) condemned the violence of both sides
but put the blame for it down to *troublemakers’
on the demonstration, and an indiscriminate
police response.

These Labour and trade union leaders are
equating the highly organised violence of the
state against unarmed demonstrators with the
violence of the demonstrators defending them-
selves against police attacks. They in fact justify
the police violence by putting the legitimate self-
defence of demonstrators down to ‘trouble-
makers’, ‘outcasts’ and ‘outsiders’. In doing
this they inevitably end up on the side of the
state and its increasingly trained and repressive
police force. In the process they sabotage any
effective resistance to the growing authoritarian
and repressive regime erected under successive
Thatcher governments.

Hurd, therefore, had few problems in brush-
ing aside the demand of these Labour leaders

for a public inquiry into the policing at Wap-
ping. They also allowed him to call for the more
rapid implementation of the draconian powers
embodied in the Public Order Act which give
police the power to control the size, duration
and location of static demonstrations. The
refusal of Kinnock and his allies in the Labour
movement to take an unequivocal stand on the
side of the demonstrators resisting police brutal-
ity and violence has consequences for us all. The
Tory attack on our democratic rights has been
strengthened. Our ability to defend ourselves
has been undermined,

Before the working class can take on and
defeal the ruling class it has to deal first with an
increasingly reactionary layer in its own
ranks — the labour aristocracy and the privi-
leged layers of the working class from which
they draw their support. These opportunist cur-
rents hold great influence over the working class
through their political positions in the Labour
and trade union movement. The so-called ‘new
realism” in the Labour movement is no more
than a political defence of the narrow interests
of these opporfunist currents. Any political
activity which could undermine the election
prospects of a future Labour government is
being condemned and sabotaged for this
reason. For it is only the re-election of a Labour
government which will guarantee the political
status and economic privileges that this layer
sees Increasingly threatened by Thatcher. In
every struggle, therefore, where these people
hold positions of influence, we shall see their
narrow interests put before the interests of the
working class as a whole.

These opportunist currents brought about
the defeat of the miners' strike, brushing aside
the interests of thousands of striking miners,
their families and supporters. They are at work
at Wapping, sapping the strength of those rank-
and-file printers courageously hattling on. They
are determinedly at work in the National Union
of Teachers, holding back any effective opposi-
tion to the Education Bill, which Baker is push-
ing through parliament in order to impose a
settlement on the long-running teachers’ dis-
pute. In that dispute 82 members of the council
of the Inner London Teacher's Association
have been suspended by the NUT executive for
organising a strike on 13 January in opposition
to the Education Bill. They are at work in the
Anti-Apartheid Movement, holding back the
struggle and putting far more energy into their
vain attempt to destroy City of London Anti-
Apartheid Group than into campaigning
against British collaboration with apartheid.

Kinnock is the leader these opportunist cur-
rents deserve. As the clection draws nearer, the
content of their politics will increasingly find
itself captive to the uncontrolied whims of Kin-
nock’s rampant ego and political ambition.
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Strike
against
Wheeler's

Four Chinese chefs have been
picketing Wheeler's restaurant
(Market Street, Brighton) since
they were sacked on 10 Novem-
ber 1986. Although the chefs had
worked in the Wheeler's chain for
a total of 36 years, they were put
on probation as ‘new employees’
when the Brighton restaurant
was franchised-off to city stock-
broker Dennis Bailey in February
1985. Amongst other things, the
chefs were told to cook rotten
fish and to serve dover sole as
lemon sole. Protesting, eight
members staged a half-day
walkout, eventually forcing the
management to back down with
an outstanding overtime claim
settled.
In November 1986 Bailey instructed the
cheflstowork to a new menu. Shop stew-
ard Chung Sang Hang (the only one of
the Wheeler’s 4 Lo speak any English) ar-
gued that the chefs would only do this if
Bailey showed some goodwill by enter-
mgintooverdue negotiations on payand
conditions. Chung was promptly sack-
ed, as were three others who stopped
work in sympathy. The TGWU have
since declared the dispute official.

In the three months since the start of
the picket, Wheeler’s restaurant has
steadily lost business: Bailey told the

- Daily Mail that he had lost half his regu-
' Jar customers. The restaurant has had to

close carlier and earlier. Bailey spent
£12,000 taking the TGWU 1o court to
prevent them from supporting the
picket. The picket is now restricted (o
only 6 people (the Wheeler's 4, oneinter-
preter and one Union official).

Support for the pickel has come from
Brighton Council, local Labour Party
wards and trade unionists. Local resi-
dents have boycotted the restaurant and
made false bookings. A recent social
was attended by over 400 and £350 was
raised on the spot. Channel 4's Bandung
File screened a S-minute item on the
Wheeler's 4, The dispute is already well
known in the Chinese community in
London, where a public mecting was
beld on 2 February.

This initiative must be supported: the
pickets take place every day 1lam-
2.30pm and 7pm until the restaurant
closes.

Virman Man
e e

Sanctuary is a prison. If | set foot outside
the Church of the Ascension in Hulme, |
will be arrested. | cannot even go out fora
few minutes for a breath of fresh air. The
police are around — the telltale signs are
there ...

The church bells ring at 8am. | am al-
ready awake. The church workers may
need to come into my ‘bedroom’ — it still
serves as the Sacristy. Itis small, 15 feet
by 10 feel. A considerable part of the
room is used for church equipment. It
has no windows - if the calor gas heater
is left on for a few hours | feel drowsy.

Privacy of course is virtually imposs-
le. The church services involve many
people coming into the Sacrisly. But
this is not a problem! Neither is the fact
that over 600 people have been to see
me during the five weeks | have been in
sanctuary! From David Reed, to the
Bishop of Manchester and hundreds of
others | have received a tremendous
demonstration of solidarity. The visit
from Junior 2 from Chevasant College
was very educational for me. When |
said | have lived here for 13 years, a
black girl asked the teacher 'Could | be
deported?’ The teacher said no of
course not ‘you were born here’. | want-
#d to say that if you were born here after
1881 you would not have the automatic
right to stay in Britain. The Nationality
Act means no ‘birth rights' for black

JSMITH

Ethnic monitoring

Since 1982 the Tory government has been attempting to introduce
ethnic monitoring into the Department of Employment. Rank and file
Civil Service workers represented by the Civil and Public Services
Association have consistently opposed this. At best it does nothing
to eradicate racial discrimination. At worst it can be used to perpetu-
ate the myth that black unemployment is due to black people being
‘workshy’ and ‘lazy’. Thus it disguises the overt and covert racism on
the part of employers and the state. As all ethnic origin statistics end
up in the Home Office computers, the exercise really forms part of the
government’s blatantly racist immigration control policy.

The situation escalated dramatically at
the end of January when the govern-
ment issued a High Court writ against

the CPSA which then capitulated and
instructed membersin Leedsand Hands-
worth Unemployment Benefit Officesto

end their successful strike action against |

pilot exercises being carried out.

The May conference of the CPSA De-
partment of Employment Section pass-
ed a motion opposing all attempts at
ethnic monitoring despite opposition
from the Section Executive which has
since paid little more than lip service to
Conference policy, Consequently CPSA
members have had little support in their
opposition to the racist practices of their
employers, ‘

We all know that black people suffer
massive and pervasive discrimination
when applying for jobs orclaiming bene-
fit. If we don't fight and win this issue
now, this racism may well be enshrined
in law.

Martin Lioyd
Secretary Leeds Branch 17/234

Victoria Wil I'am

Viral Mendis with Father John Methuen

IVE

people. But | kept quiel. The children
were already too horrified. They got to
the heart of the matter faster than any
adults.

Support has been magnificent.
People from all over bring food, cam-
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Bring back Victoria

The first meeting of the Bring Back Victoria Willlams Campaign was
held at West London Trade Union Club, Acton, on Friday 23 January.
It was attended by members of the local community, Fight Racism!
Fight Imperialism!, the VMDC, Socialist Action, Labour Party coun-

cillors and Action Against Racism.

David Williams spoke of the desperate
situation of his wife Victoria, stranded
in Ghana with no money and no family
since she was deported in May last year.
He described how he was inspired by
reading reports of the Manchester to
London march by Viraj Mendis' sup-
porters last summer. So he wrote to the
VMDC asking for help (0 set up a de-
fence campaign. A message from Viraj,
now in sanctuary, was read:

‘1 am glad that yvour suffering and
anguish has now been organised into

paign members do a rota day and night
to ensure my security. Everyone assum-
ed | would get bored, but it has been the
opposite! So many people io see, the
media to be deall with — | could spend
all day talking to people. But | have to

WEEKS IN
sanctuary

a campaign against the racist Home
Office. The only way that you can get
justice is if you fight.””

The campaign agreed that its. focus
should be the forthcoming appeal and
that as with the VMDC, it should ap-
proach all sectors of the community for
support.

The next meeting will be held at Acton
Unified Community Action Office,
Acton Technical College, Mill Hill
Road, London W3, at 7.30pm on Wed-
nesday 11 February. Jan Ali

discipline myself and structure my day
so that | can deal with the essential
work of the campaign, and also get
some exercise to keep me fit.
Hundreds of letters have poured in
from young and old. Aydir, 8 years old

Brixton
police
picketed

On 15 January Inspector Love-
lock walked free from the Old
Bailey. He was cleared of charges
of unlawfully and maliciously
wounding Mrs Cherry Groce in
her Brixton home. In response,
the Black Peoples Campaign for
Justice organised a picket of Brix-
ton police station on Saturday 24
January. It began with militant
chanting and the airwas charged
with people’s anger. Inspector
Lovelock had been cleared but
Cherry Groce would never walk
down Brixton High Street again.

Huw Kimathi of the Black Peoples
Campaign for Justice who organised the
picket opened the rally by saying ‘An
Englishman’s homeis a castle unless you
are poor and black, then police can
burst into your home and shoot you in
your own bedroom in front of vour
childran. We are told we poor and black
people are logters but after Broadwater
Farm fought back, 400 homes were
smashed into, 400 homes looted by the
police, they even stole our children.
Whoarethelooters? Now theyarebring-
ingina Public Order Act to legitimise the
fascist carry on that they have practised
on black and poor people.’

FRFI argued for the right of all sup-
porting organisations theére to speak.
This was granted and other speakers in-
cluded the VMDC, RCG, City AA, the
Humanist Party, Wages for House-
work, Brixton Young Socialists, Kings
Cross Womens Centre, Wages Due Les-
bians and others,

Suddenly, without telling the police,
following a hurried whisper we leave the
police station and march out into the
busy Saturday afternoon shopping cen-
tre disrupting the heavy traffic. Spectat-
ors clap and cheer. We were 100 on the
picket, A few yards up the road, near
Brixton Tube we are 150 as black youth
join us from the pavements. Down Cold-
harbour Lane and left at Railton Road
and back round again. We are 200 now,
The police don’t know what to do. A
handful of unprepared police are not
going dictate to us! We march onto the
front of the library for another rally —
its slogan ‘If police get in the way, they
will pay’,

Annie Fury
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sent me his pocket money — | won't ever
forget that. | keep a Visitors Book -
some of the comments are moving.
Rahela and Khalid Siddiqul (they recent-
ly won their campaign against deportat-
ion): ‘You'll win! We’ll all win! if anyone
deserves to win it’s you Viraj. We are
both with you all the way.' Julie McEn-
tee (12) ‘Why should he be sent back? He
has done a lot for people and Irish
people too.” Canon John Gunstone ‘As
followers of Jesus Christ we are hum-
bled to support this campaign and pray
that Vira] will find his freedom in the
UK’.

Many of the meatings | used to attend
are now being held in the church. This
means | can still be politically active in
the anti-deportation struggle in Man-
chester.

The VMDC has always assisted other
campaigns and worked for unity in
struggle against immigration laws. If
the Home Office think we are stopping
this element of our work in this time of
crisis, they are wrong. The VMDC is
organising a National Conference in
Manchester on 11/12 April to bring toge-
ther all those forces fighting deport-
ations and 1o make my case and that of
immigration laws an issue in the coming
general elections.

Vira] Mendis



MARCH FOR
MANDELA

City of London Anti-Apartheid Group calls on all those opposed to
apartheid to join the National Demonstration on Saturday 14 March:

@ Release Nelson Mandela and all South African and Namibian

political prisoners!

® Close Down the Racist South African Embassy!

® Sanctions Now!

@ Support the Non-Stop Picket!

The demonstration falls on the anniversary of the massacres of
Sharpeville and Langa. The apartheid state is now geared up for a per-

manent state of bloody repression.

We must create a ‘State of Emergency’ here to keep up a non-stop
mobilisation against Britain’s collaboration with apartheid. But the
Anti-Apartheid Movement has stopped having national protests. It is
critical that all those against apartheid come back out onto the
streets In their thousands. That is why the RCG fully supports City
AA’s decision and will be mobilising nationwide for 14 March.

Attempted sabotage

In order to campaign against apartheid
City AA has had to fight for the demo-
cratic right (o do so at every step of the
way.

City AA has applied for the use of
Trafalgar Square on 14 March, but the
Department of Environment is prevari-
cating on granting permission. The only
objection given is that scaffolding
around Nelson’s Column may present a
danger! The scaffolding concerned is
surrounded by 12 ft high boarding
topped with barbed wire! The DoE is
effectively threatening @ ban on an anti-
apartheid rally just as it has banned pro-
Irish demonstrations from the Square.

The AAM leadership has also begun
its attempts to sabotage the demonstra-
tion. It has advised London student
unions to keep City AA and 14 March
leaflets off campus! Why doesn’t the
AAM leadership turn its energy to mo-
bilising against apartheid? Rather than
sabotaging 14 March it should be sup-
porting it.

Non-sectarian democracy

City AA is fighting to establish a new
tradition of thoroughgoing democracy
in anti-apartheid campaigning. All
those mobilising for 14 March will be
free to distribute their literature, will get
speaking rights and will be asked to pro-
vide stewards. Open, democratic cam-
paigning of all those agreeing with the
demonstration, with no exclusions, is a
necessity, a precondition for unity in the
struggle,

The mobilising committee is open to
all supporters of 14 March and meets at
7.30pm every Wednesday at Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square, London WCI

GOOD RIDDANCE
WORRALL

South African Ambassador to Britain,
Denis Worrall muddied the waters of
Botha's election announcement by publi-
cising his resignation. Supposedly
disappointed by Botha's inability to
reform apartheid, Worrall is retuming to
South Africa to ‘re-enter national public
life' and ‘build bridges’. What bridges he
intends to build remains unceriain.

The press In Britain has consistently
labelled Worral a ‘liberal’, but this speaks
more for his powers In the field of ‘public
relations' (impressing the media) than it
does for Worrail's political performance.
This ‘liberal’ pal of Thatcher has served
the National Party throughout a period of
susiained barbaric terror directed at the
black masses. In practice he has been
nothing more than a fascist apologist. His
return to South Africa has nothing to do
with liberalism, it is merely an opportune
political move at a time when he fancies
his chances for election.

The non stop picketers outside South
Africa House who have been on the receiv-
ing end of Worrall's ‘liberalism’ in Brit-
ain — abuse from Embassy staff, threats
and court cases — are delighted that he is
leaving and hope that his last year in the
Embassy was as disrupted and uncom-
forlable as they could possibly make it.

Main NUM branch who are leading the
campaign to ban South African coal, the
Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign will be
leading a contingent ‘Fight British Pass
Laws! Stop All Deportations Now!’.
And City AA’'s black and anti-racist
mobilising group is building a contin-
gent ‘Brixton to Soweto Under Attack!
We Fight Back!’

Mobilise — Act Now!

Timeisshort, FRFI urges all our readers

1o ACT NOW to mobilise for 14 March,

What you can do:

® Publicise — leallets, posters, stickers
and ‘Non-Stop News’ pickel bulletin
are available from City AA.

@ Mobilise all your friends, go out leaf-
letting on the streets, at concerts and

=

‘We Are Here Until Mandela Is Free?’

NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION
Saturday 14 March

Assemble: 1.00pm Whittington Park, Holloway
Road, Islington, London N19
(nearest tube Archway)
Proceed to rally in Trafalgar Square
Organised by City of London Anti-Apartheid Group

(nearest tube Holborn). On Wednesday
4 March all supporting organisations
are invited to attend to plan arrange-
ments for the demonstration,

One struggle! One fight!

Support for 14 March ranges from Leeds
Trades Council who have donated £10,
to the Stonehenge community who have
taken 1,500 leaflets, comrades in the
Sheffield Asian Youth Movement who
are reprinting a leaflet in Urdu, Hatfield

political meetings.

@ Organise by joining with other
groups in your area, act together.

@ Invite a speaker from City AA to
your organisation.

® Book transport from your area
NOW and print tickets.

@ Hold a public meeting with City AA
and all local groups speaking.

® Sponsor 14 March (£10 organisa-
tions, £4 individuals).

@ Donate and raise money Lo pay for
the cost of publicity and transport,

If there is not a group in your area that is
actively building for 14 March then con-
tact City AA toseeif there are other Non-
Stop Picket supporters near you, then
approach local groups and individuals
and set up a Non-Stop Against Apart-
heid Group.

The time has come to break out of the
old mould. For too long inaction in Brit-
ain has been paid for with the blood of
the oppressed in Africa. FRFI asks you
to join with us in pledging action against
apartheid.

Andy Higginbottom

Literature and further information
from: City of London Anti-Apartheid
Group, BM City AA, London WCTN

3XX Tel (01) 837 6050
For details of coaches see page 15

Elections in
South Africa

On 30 January, President PW Botha announced that South Africa’s
all-white general election will be held on 6 May. Botha goes to the
polls with a record of more than two years of continuous terror and tor-
ture behind him, calculated to impress the most entrenched right-
wing section of the electorate and smash the resistance of the black
masses. Despite the extension of press censorship in January and the
continued detention of thousands of black people since June 1986, it
is clear that Botha has failed to quell resistance in the townships. The
extent to which he has captured the white racist vote from the far right
will become clear as the election draws near.

The apartheid regime’s press clamp-
down was extended further in January
with bans on a series of political adverts
in the South African press. Government
attempts to prevent a ‘Release Mandela
Campaign’ advert from appearing in
some newspapers were followed by the
suppression of a UDF advert calling for
the unbanning of the ANC. A court
challenge by newspaper owners to the
press censorship was successful, but
within 24 hours the regime had cracked
back with harsher restrictions. Amongst
those detained are prominent black
journalists Zwelakhe Sisulu and Sipho
Ngcobo —like many of the detainces,
there is no news whatsoever about them.

In the black townships, the fight for
supremacy between the ‘comrades’ on
the one hand and the state and its Jack-
eys on the other has continued unabat-
ed. In Soweto, the UDF’s Christmas
Against the Emergency campaign was

met with an outbreak of murderous
attacks by a reactionary group calling
themselves the ‘Russians’. Al least seven
people died in these clashes before a
truce was agreed over Christmas. In the
New Year the radicals went on the
offensive, with three people necklaced
in one day, and an armed attack which
seriously injured a member of the secur-
ity forces in nearby Alexandra.

The following week 1,000 men
wearing white headbands went on the
rampage in Kwanobhule townshipin the
Eastern Cape, attacking UDF members
and their homes, while the police stood
by and arrested many of those flecing
from the vigilantes. And on the night of
20 January, 12 people, including seven
children, were murdered in an armed
attack on the house of a UDF activist.
This massacre was certainly carried out
by Chief Gatsha Buthelezi’s Inkatha
vigilantes using AK47 rifles although the

regime’s official press bureau tried to
implicate the ANC — information faith-
fully repeated by the British press.

The security forces also made direct
attacks on the radicals. The funeral in
Zwide of ANC fréedom fighter Living-
stone Ntlokwana was broken up by the
police. They entered the church, drove
out 2,000 mourners, and took over the
burial. Armed attacks on the security
forces included a grenade attack in a
Cape township which killed one police-
man and injured 2 others. It is imposs-
ible to tell how many other incidents
there were which did not penetrate the
curtain of censorship.

In the mines, too, there weére more
violent clashes. Eleven died in clashes at
Anglo-American’s Steyn mine shortly
before Christmas. In January 3,000
workers — half the black workforce —
left Gencor’s Beatrix mine after a fight
which left eight dead and 53 injured.
Anglo-American took advantage of the
enforced press silence on the causes of
the killings to publish an advertisement
blaming the NUM for the violence. The
NUM replied with an advert which
placed the blame firmly where it belongs
— “Let it be known once and for all that
the source of the conflict is rooted in the
institutions of oppression and exploita-
tion which exist in the mining industry

... Itis from this brutal and draconian
system that Anglo-American has bene-
fitted.'

Also in the forefront of the struggle
this month have been the black workers
in the chain store OK Bazaars. Members
of the Commercial Catering and Allied
Workers Union (an affibate of
COSATLU) have been on strike for over
a month —demanding an increase in
their poverty-level wages. The employ-
ers have responded by sacking 531 for

Above: Bob Crossman, Mayor of /slington
Joins picketers round the 'ilegal’ brazier
Inset: Newman's finest extinguish the
‘lilegal’ brazier,

FUTURE COURT
DATES

February 10: Amandla, Amanda, Satish.
Highway and poiice obstruction from 16
June. Horseferry Road. 10am (case
continues)

February 17: Loma.
MNoise under the byelaws. Wells Street. 10s
(case continues)

February 18, 24, 25, 26: Kayode,
Tinuke, Adam, Jan, Linda, Ruby, Teresa
and Dave.

Various charges from 13 June 7986. Wells
Street. 10am, Picket of the court on
February 18, 8.30am

February 19: Anil

Highveay cbstruction (arrested by AD735)
Bow Street, 2pm

March 11: Simone.
Obstruction of the poiica. Bow Strest, 10an

breaching ‘strike rules’ unilaterall
imposed by the company, and calling i
the police to attack pickets. Several hur
dred strikers have been arrested on th
picket lines, and at least three detaine
under the emergency regulations. Th
black community was not slow to sho
its solidarity —there is evidence 1!
suggest they are now boycotting O
Bazaars, and one store was hit by a
ANC limpet mine attack.

It is in the midst of this continuin
crisis that P W Botha has given notice ¢
the whites only election. He claims &
will be presenting a package of reforn
to the electorate, but in practice the reg
ression is intensifying —a formula 1
prevent losing votes to either the ‘libe
al’ Progressive Federal Party (PFP) ¢
the ultra-right.

But the black masses, whose leade:
are exiled, imprisoned or detained, wi
not be conned by the electoral manoew
res of their oppressors. As the NU!
says, concluding its reply to Angh
American — ‘The NUM believes the
only in a society where workers are |
control of all aspects of their live
including their lives on the mines, w
conflict be eliminated. Anglo-Ames
can, the entire mining industry, a»
those in power should take note that if
NUM intends to make the achievemes
of this its agenda for 1987.°

Dave Hunter
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AND

POLITICS

Fight and bottom, hooded prisoners on the
Bartinnie roof during the January protest.
Saiow, Mick McCalium, chairman of the
Dumbarton branch of the Scottish Prisoners
Support Committes.

On § January Scottish prisoners again took to the roof in a protest at Barlinnie pri-
son: the third major rooftop protest in Scottish prisons since October last year.
The protest was sparked off by reports of the beating of prisoner Sarmmy Ralston,
who held his own rooftop protest in November last year. The authorities, o f course,
denied that anything had happened to Sammy Ralston. Yet during the Barlinnie
protest he appeared in court with dried blood, bruises and a 3-inch gash on his face.
24 prisoners took over cell block B, holding 14 prison officers in unoccupied cells.
They disarmed riot squad prison officers, seizing their batons, shields and helmets

before taking to the roof.

The protest ended peacefully after more than five days, on 10 January. The pris-
oners ended it with dignity, singing ‘We shall overcome’ from the rooftop. Their
main demand, asin the other protests, was for an independent public inquiry. This

has once again been refused.

Mick McCallum is a man who knows the Scottish prisons from the inside. As a
prisoner he spent time in Barlinnie, in the Inverness cages and elsewhere. Inside pri-
son he resisted the onslaught against prisoners’ democratic rights. In 1982 and again,
in 1985 Mick went on hunger strike (see FRFI 46 and 47). He has presented a case to
the European Court of Human Rights against the Scottish prison system.

Now free again, Mick McCallum has not forgotten his comrades inside. He con-
tinues to oppose the prison system. After the Barlinnie protest he talked to Graham
Johnson about the cause of the protests and his own experience.

“The real reason behind the recent pro-
test was not so much the beating of Sam-
my Ralston, It was the accumulated
desire of desperate prisoners L0 expose
the physical and mental abuse being per-
petrated against prisoners: the physical
and mental brutality, the terrible condi-
tions, closed visits, bad food.

‘For example, look at the conditions
for untried prisoners in C Hall. The
authorities admit there is terrible over-
crowding. The prisoners get no clothing
sent in and no food sent in. This is a
basic right for remand prisoners. No
Scottish prisons, unlike English prisons,
allow food or clothes to be sent in,
Access to such things aslaw booksisalso

severely curtailed, This is because the
authorities areterrified of prisonersedu-
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cating themselves. They are deliberately
trying to keep prisoners ignorant.

‘Thereisno question that Sammy Ral-
ston was beaten. David Cochrane, who
was involved in the protest, was also
beaten,

‘1 was deprived of all long-term pris-
oner privileges for over two and a half
years while in Barlinnie. I was placed on
many petty and malicious reports for
things like having a button undone. I was
neverallowed tostayinonecell forovera
week. | must have been in well over 100
different cells during that period. | was
moved from hall to hall, cell to cell, so |
couldn’t get into a steady routine. I was
also assaulted by screws four times at
Barlinnie.’

A Scottish ‘Attica’

lasked Mick howhesaw the future for
Scottish prisoners. His response was
unambiguous,

*The writing is on the wall. The autho-
rities must take notice that the prisoners
will nolonger accept these daily humilia-
tions and abuses. And unless there are
drastic improvements there will be an
““Attica’ in Scottish prisons. I think that
the protests will continue at an ever
growing level of violence.

‘With the hawks that rule the Scottish
penal systemtoday, | seenochance of re-
form. They always force prisoners into
headlong confrontations for basic
rights,

“They say it is a small hardcore of

“troublemakers’’. But just look at the
number of prisoners involved in protests
over the last four months: five in the
Saughton protest, 36 at Peterhead, 28 in
Barlinnie, over 300 in a smaller protest
in Barlinnic on New Year’s Day, and 170
at Perth.

‘I havealso heard of protests at Green-
ock, Dumfries, Glenochil, Longriggend
and the Inverness cages. Allof these have
been hushed up by the authorities.

The real criminals

“The real criminals in society are not
the mass of petty offenders that over-
populate our decaying prisons, but the
people who impose nuclear weapons
and restrictions on our rights. Who are
the real criminals? People who rob a
meter or those who stockpile nuclear
bombs that threaten the whole of man-
kind?

‘In this repressive society everyoneis a
potential victim of the penal system. All
| ever saw in prison were poor people.
People must support the prisoners by
picketing the prisons. They must come
out on the streets and support prisoners’
rights.

‘1, along with some other ex-prison-
ers, have set up a prisoners’ support
group in my local area, I regard mysell
as part of the class war, and I feel 1 have
a duty to educate people as to the nature
of the real criminals in society.,’

Graham Johnson

=" NUM elections: a lost oppor

As the February closure date for nominations for the Vice Presidency draws closer,
the stamp of inter-bureaucratic struggle has already gutted what could have heen a
dynamic and important contest over the direction of our union. Indeed the contest
now resembles an inter-baronial joust, with the big Area full-timers roping in the

peasants to do battle on their behalf.

The machinations of big party machines
have seen to it that rank and file contest-
ants are squeezed from the field to leave
the way open for a power struggle be-

pween Clark and Thompson. Neither of

these candidates, with their respective
Communist Party factions beating the
drum and followed along by a slimy col-
lection of soft left bureaucrats, will ad-
dress the important issues of reconstruc-
pon and consolidation so vital for the
sarvival of the union.

Tragic, when one considers what gol-
den opportunitics were opened by the
election. McGahey's retirement coin-
cded with 2 new rule book which built
gertain democratic features into the post
of Vice President. Most important was
the fact that the position would be sub-
ject 1o individual ballot and thereforethe
rank and file, for the first time, would
Eave a direct say in who got the job. Pre-
wsousiy #t had been subject solely 1o

branch nomination, which lett the selec-
tion in relatively few hands, heavily in-
fluenced by branch officials, themselves
subject to pressure and patronage by
Area officials and assorted self-styled
‘King makers’ and ‘election agents’. The
kind of manipulation which promises
‘you fall the right way on this one friend
and we'll promote you for this or that
union, Labour Party or council posi-
tion, in the future’.

Another democratic feature was the
reselection factor which ensures that the
position comes up for re-ballot every
two years. Add to this, that it is not a
full-time position, it carries no salary,
no house, no car etc and you have a job
unlikely to attract the traditional carcer
bureaucrat. The way seemed clear for
local activist, rank and file miners to run
for the position and take the mfluence
of the pit face direct tothe national lead-
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ership of the union. Candidates from
Kent, Notts and Doncaster began to be
talked about.

Sadly the rule had a fatal flaw: it does
not require a full-time Area official to
resign his existing position before stand-
ing for Vice President. It further does
not require a full-time Area official to
give up his current job if he wins - he
can claim BOTH positions at the same
time.

Onceacandidate like Sammy Thomp-
son, General Secretary of the Yorkshire
Area makes it clear he wants to run, the
question of achieving the necessary Arca
nomination becomes then almost a mere
formality. Likewise with Eric Clark in
Scotland.

CP faction chiefs and soft leftist bur-
eaucrats have rolled out a road show of
ex-leaders and union notables to line up
behind either of the candidates. Those
rank and filers not already persuaded to
drop out are simply dismissed as ‘also
rans’. Red Herrings, or individualists. It
now scemsunlikely that any of thetalked
of rank and filers will even getonthebal-
lot paper. Even if someonc does, it will

probably be only with the nomination of
asingle tiny Area and this of itself will be
seen as a vote of no confidence, choose
how good the candidate. The party
machine big wigs will see to that.
Socialist miners have no choice other
than to consider any rank and file candi-
date as first choice. (Terry French is still
a possible.) If however, we are left with
the choice of Clark and Thompson,tac-
tical voting is all that will be left.
Thompson represents the most
powerful Area of the union (Yorkshire).
It has some 40,000 members, pays the
biggest amount of cash into the national
union and all but dominates the NEC as
it is. He is the biggest of the barons. His
violent opposition to Scargill and rank
and file initiative and power is well
known. What isn’t so well known is his
parochial hostility to all other Areas of
the union. His ‘own patch’, his own
power position is far more important to
him than the national union and the
smaller Areas. Under his leadership, the
national NUM will continue on Bamns-
ley's terms or it will not continue at all.
Clark is billed as a ‘Euro’, a soft liner,

unity

and represents an area of about 10,000
(Scotland). The smaller Areas are tend-
ing to fall in behind him, solely becausc
he gives them the prospect of some say.
Alone, none of them will survive against
the Yorkshire bureaucrat monolith.
With this saving grace (which is almost
incidental) Clark must be reluctantly the
better choice of candidate.

Both candidates are anti-Scargill, but
Arthur stands a far better chance of
keeping Clark in check, choose how
many Euros he can wheel in, than
Thompson who holds the money, the
bulk of the members, and would like to
hold the keys of the national office as
well.

No matter who wins, we must close
that gap in the rules: all full-time Area
officials must resign their current posi-
tions before standing for elections for
the Vice Presidency. At least they must
resign their full time positions before
taking up office as Vice President. Had
that been the rule this time round, there
would have been no Thompson and no
Clark running, of that we can be certain.

A miner
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Martin Ralph of the WRP
(Workers Press) takes issue
with our analysis (published in
November 1986) of the
1956 Hungarian Uprising.
Patrick Newman replies for
FRFI.

MARTIN RALPH’S CRITIQUE

The article on Hungary 1956 in FRF/issue 64 purports to be a defence
of socialism. Yet this article at no point examines how a bureaucracy
came into being and lasted in Hungary. For a Marxist surely the quest-
ion is what are the political and social roots of the bureaucracy. How
could such a travesty of socialism exist and still call itself socialist, in
fact, both before and after October 1956. You say the leadership
changed and everything was socialist. How can a Marxist treat these

questions so lightly?

The article defends the soviet burcau-
cracy and its handpicked regime in Hun-
gary and it attacks the movement of the
Hungarian working class.

Certainly not a few important facts
have to be ignored in order to equate
socialism with bureaucracy. Some of
these will be dealt with in due course
here.

The questions that are raised here
have exploded in many different ways
before and after Hungary. For example,
is the following an example of modern
day socialism or bureaucracy? On 16
December 1986 in Alma-Ala, capital of
Kazakhstan, riots developed over the
imposition of an ethnic Russian as the
Republic's Party leader., This ‘nation-
alist’ resistance was widespread and
aimed against Gorbachev’s reforms ie
overt Russian control. The Russian
news said: ‘hooligans and parasites’
took advantage of student demonstra-
tions. This can be no answer for a
Marxist.

In fact how to build fraternal rela-
tionships with other countries became
the centre of a bitter dispute between
Lenin and Trotsky on the one hand and
Stalin's line on the other. In 1922 when
Stalin was determined to establish the
USSR his plan was categorically reject-
ed by the Georgian Bolsheviks as an
altempt to impose Moscow as the cen-
tre. 5

The question of the right to self-deter-
mination and consequently the right to
secede, even from the USSR was always
fought for by Lenin. It is embodied in a
communist understanding of the dict-
atorship of the proletariat let alone¢ a
socialist state.

Lenin wrote in 1922 (collected works
vol 36, 605~ 11), ‘A distinction must be
made between the nationalism of an
oppressor nation and that of an oppress-
ed nation ...nothing holds up the
development and strengthening of
proletarian class solidarity so much as
national injustice.’

Lenin wrote this as he was moving
towards a block with Trotsky in order to
defeat Stalin,

We are obliged to say that your argu-
ment is not in the first place with Trot-
skyism but it is directed against the com-
munism of Lenin.

Did the control of the Hungarian
state by bureaucratic and violent means
aid the revolution in Hungary? Can the
gains of the socialist revolution of 1917
be strengthened by bringing separate
nationalities together by bureaucratic
and violent means against the working
class in onesmaller and weaker country?

Comrade Newman says that the sys-
tem of privileges for party officials and
factory managers was enforced by the
state security police, the AVH. This,
you say, imprisoned, tortured and (we
add) killed workers and peasants. It,
you say, removed communists from
power.

Yet, you do not say who controlled
the AVH and you do not even ask the

question.

Rakosi, leader of the Hungarian com-
munist party after 1945 provides the
answer:

“There was a single position, the con-
trol of which was claimed by our party
from the first minute . . . this was the
state security authority . . . we kept
this organisation in our hands from
the first day of its establishment.’
(Quoted in ‘Hungarian Tragedy’ by
Peter Fryer —an eye-witness account
by a communist which gives invalu-
able insight into the real forces at
work in October 1956,)

The AVH wore the uniform of the red
star, A huge red star adorned their head-

-quarters. They arrested and tortured

workers, militants and trade unionists,
in fact anyone who raised criticism of
the CP control of the state and the soviet
domination of the country.

The ‘great Russian’ influence (Lenin’s
word) even extended to the enforcement
of the Russian language. Such a des-
truction of the rights of a nation to self-
determination must produce the great-
est hatred against the nation that is seen
to Oppress.

The movement of the Hungarian
working class was crushed by the red
army and the soviets’ new man who you
so lovingly quote — Kadar.

You make much of criticising the nine
points put forward by the workers’
councils on 31 October. But the Kadar
regime was violently opposed to any
negotiations with the workers' councils.
It would only negotiate in order to trick
and arrest the workers' leaders. This
fact also shaped the attitude of the
workers’ councils to the regime.

What happened in Hungary is com-
pletely bound up with the degeneration
of the revolution in the Soviet Union.
The degeneration found its expression
in the rising power of the bureaucracy
and the theory of ‘socialism in one coun-
try’ established in 1924 by Stalin.

We defend the gains of the October
revolution but the degeneration in
theory and development of bureaucratic
violence ar¢ not amongst the gains.
Otherwise. you must defend the
Moscow trials, the physical elimination
of the leadership of the revolution of
1917, the authorised assasination of
Trotsky in 1940 and much else.

The only reason that these questions
are taken up here is that the RCG have
taken up a fight against reformism and
stalinism in this country and we stand
together in this fight.

I firmly believe that we have to base
ourselves on Marx:

‘The emancipation of the working
class must be conquered by the work-
ing classes themselves.” (Karl Marx -
1864)

Martin Ralph

Member of the Workers
Revolutionary Party/
Workers Press

The Hungarian Uprising 1956

PATRICK NEWMAN REPLIES

Comrade Ralph’s criticism is difficult to answer because it consists
of quotations taken out of context and empty generalisations,
unsupported by concrete facts. The issues involved can only be
understood by analysing their political significance concretely.

Thus the * . .. right of nations to self-
determination and consequently the
right 1o secede, even from the
USSR ...’, cannot be considered in
isolation from the political struggle of
which they form a part. In the struggle
by oppressed nations against imperial-
ism, self-determination is a central
demand; in the struggle to defend the
revolution against imperialism, it may
acquire a completely different meaning.
In order to undermine socialist count-
ries, the bourgeoisie will pretend to sup-
port all kinds of democratic rights,
including that of self-determination.
The specific casedealt with in the 1922
Lenin article quoted by Ralph was Geor-
gia, In general terms, the case of
Georgia involves an even more serious
‘infringement’ of self-determination
than Hungary 1956 —the invasion of a
non-socialist Georgia by the Red Army.
Under its Menshevik government,
Georgia became a base for operations
against the Bolsheviks throughout Rus-
sia. In Georgia itself, the Mensheviks
suppressed the Communist Party and
forcibly prevented national minorities

from organising politically.

Lenin authorised the invasion of
Georgia by an estimated 100,000 Soviet
troops on 14 February 1921. There wasa
great outery by the Georgian Menshe-
viks, imperialist governments and the
western labour parties, that the Bolshe-
viks had trampled over Georgia’s right
to self-determination. But the right to
defend the revolution is higher than any
democratic right. What is the difference
between Georgia 1921 and Hungary
19567

The issue between Lenin and Stalin
was not the invasion of Georgia but the
actions taken by Stalin after the inva-
sion, in particular the imposition of the
Russian language. Martin Ralph’s state-
ment that Lenin ‘...was moving
towards a block with Trotsky in order to
defeat Stalin’ is rather misleading. The
truth is that Trotsky failed to carry out
Lenin’s express request to: ‘undertake
the defence of the Georgian case in the
Party central committee’ (Lenin, Col-
lected Works, Vol 42, p607)

The only specific case of national
oppression of Hungary claimed by Com-

The defence of
socialism or
bureaucracy?

Janos Kag

rade Ralph, is that: ‘The *‘gn
Russian'' influence . . . even extenc
to the enforcement of the Russian la:
uage.’

In Hungary, the language used
schools, courts and political life v
Hungarian — Russian was no more th
a compulsory second language
schools. Is this the © . ., destruction
the rights of a nation to self-determ
ation . .."?

In fact, this was not an issue as far
the Hungarians themselves were cx
cerned: it is not even mentioned in |
students’ 23 October 1956 program
of demands (see Tibor Mery, Thirze
Days that Shook the Kremlin 1959 g
67,68).

Comrade Ralph's fine-sound
phrase: ‘We defend the gains of the O
ober revolution . . . ' is followed by |
inevitable ‘but’. The emphasis
Ralph’s reply is, like all the articles
socialist countries  published
Workers Press so far, overwhelmin,
on the ‘buts’. For instance, from th
pages of the 1 November 1986issue de
ing with Hungary 1956 it would not
possible to find out about the gr
advances in education and employm:
made even before 1956, let alone af
1956,

The crux of the matter according
Ralph is; *...what happened
Hungary is completely bound up wi
the degeneration of the revolutionint
Soviet Union.' In 1936, Trotsky wre
that if imperialism was not paralysed
revolution in the West, it would * .
sweep away the regime which issu
from the October Revolution.' (Reve
tion Betrayed 1936: New Park 1S
edition p227). The USSR defeated £
cism unaided by a revolution in the we
and 50 years later, far from collapsing
Trotsky had predicted, it is econom
ally and politically far stronger.

Similarly with Hungary. The o
source referred to in the reply is Pe
Fryer's Hungarian Tragedy. In Dece
ber 1956, he wrote that Kadar’s gove
ment was ‘ . ., sitlting on a volcano
hatred and resentment. It will be a w
long time indeed before the economy
covers.' (New Park 1986 edition p74).
fact the economy had recovered witl
one year; 30 years of political stabil
and economic growth later, the stas
ard of living of the mass of the Hw
arian people is incomparably higher.

The Trotskyist movement should £
up to these facts: simply to repeat emy
phrases about ‘defending the gains
the revolution' ‘degeneration in the
and development of burcacratic wi
ence’ is to refuse to face reality.

Patrick Newman

This reply was based on:
Lenin, The Question of Nationalities
or ‘Autonomisation’ (CW 36

pp605-611)

Richard M Pipes The Formation of
the Soviet Union 2nd ed 1964

Trotsky, Social Democracy and the
Wars of Intervention 1918 — 1921
1922: New Park 1975 ed
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Whatthe
papers
said

The RCG and City AA are well
used to attacks in the press orch-
estrated by the Anti-Apartheid
leadership. The 1984 AGM saw a
massive red-scare campaign be-
forehand intended to mobilise
their supporters to what was sup-
posedly an attempted take-over.
This year the press confined their
comments on ‘attempted coup
d’etats’ to after the AGM itself.

‘At one point on Saturday morning
stewards had to protect the rostrum
against invasion. from the floor’ said
Andrew Rawnsley in the Guardian (12
January). A total lie. We would, more
accurately have had to be accused of
staying in our seats, but that does not fit
the image the Guardian is trying 1o
create.

The Guardian cannol admit that we are
well-organised — we have to be ‘ruth-
lessly” well-organised and ‘exception-
ally’ noisy. The new constitution will,
according to Rawnsley, ‘thwart any fur-
ther take over attempts by the City of
London (!)'. We have never tried to take
it over, Warming to his theme, Rawns-
ley goes on: ‘Until now the movement's
constitution has invited coup d’ctats’ —
there have never been any in 25 years.

Nothing was said in this scrupulously
inaccurate report about what the fight
was really about and at no time did
Rawnsley approach City Group or the
RCG for an explanation. His sole task
was to carry the AAM leadership’s mes-
sage to Guardian readers. True to form
none of our letiers of protest were
printed.

Sections of the left press were united
in their support for the new constitu-
tion. “This decision will greatly increase
democracy' said Socialist Action (23
January), newspaper of a Trotskyist
group (formerly the IMG) most noted
for deep entry into the Labour Party,
Indeed so deepistheirentry that theyare
now Kinnock's most committed sup-
porters.

‘Tt will mean that the City of London
Anli-Apartheid Group (which is not
partof the AAM) and the Revolution-
ary Communist Group will no longer
be able to pack AGMs | ., This will
be the last AGM where what is a tiny
minority is-able to dominate proceed-
ings,’

‘Unfortunately,” the erstwhile revolu-
tionaries continue,

‘a proposal to make the AGM the
policy making body of the AAM was
ruled out of order . ., This peculiar
situation where the AGM is not the
sovereign body of the AAM will have
1o be corrected”

By whom, one wonders, when City
Group and the RCG were the only
forces organised to do precisely that?

But the ‘Bob Hughes Prize’ for creat-
ive journalism (awarded only to his most
supine admirers) goes to New Worker,
organ of the New Communist Party.
Never hesitant to sink its teeth into revo-
lutionaries, New Worker (16 January)
accuses us of howling down the ANC -
a lie; anti-working class prejudice for
heckling Leicester miners® leader Jack
Jones; and racism for calling Ronnie
Press (who is white) a racist. One day,
New Worker will learn that you judge
people by what they do and say, not by
their position in the labour hierarchy.
Ronnie Press is a good example. His cre-
dentials as a SACTU veteran, honour-
able though they are, do not entitle him
to call a black delegate an ‘idiot’, any
more than a white SWAPO representa-
tive is entitled to assault a black City AA
delegate who simply wanted to enter the
hall.

After all the gnashing of tecth, New
Worker decides that City AA is not the
real threat ‘to be watched’. The real
enemy is the Socialist Workers Party
and the ‘direct links’ lobby. These org-
anisations must now consider them-

Bob Hughes MP, Chair of the AAM,
opened the AGM late, clearly reluctant
to start. At the 1984 and 1985 AGMs the
halls were packed with Labour Party
and CPGB members, many hitherto
unseen on AAM events, recruited to
outvote the ‘ultra-left’. At this vear’s
AGM their response was rather sluggish
and at llam there were barely 400
delegates in the hall. Our delegates were
in their seats bright and early, in the
centre of the hall, instead of at the sides
where the AAM stewards attempted to
direct us. Something was clearly amiss,
but by 11.15 Hughes could hold off no
longer and called for the Standing
Orders Committee (SOC) report.

True to form, the report ruled our
motion, opposing all the constitutional
changes, out of order and gave similar
treatment to a Wakefield and District
AA motion which called for the AGM to
be the policy-making body of the move-
ment. Itisone of the ironies of the AAM
constitution that the AGM only has

CITY GROUP

v consnunona changss

not to propose them. So, the Nationa
Committee is the only body able to
change anything.

We opposed the SOC report and
raised the issue of censorship of lit-
erature. In the middle of a speech by a
delegate from Sheffield, Hughes called
for the vote and ruled that Standing
Orders were carried!

Such undemocratic behaviour had to
be challenged and the vote was close.
We called for a count. Bob Hughes tried
to carry on with the business. We carried
on calling for a count. When it was clear
that further business was impossible,
Hughes ordered that the hall should be
cleared and only those who pledged to
support his undemocratic chairing
would be re-admitted. As the delegates
who supported Hughes shuffled out like
sheep, we stayed in our seats determined
not to accept any political conditions,

reame Wp Oy Sod Hughes, oo Ou
right to a voice at the AGM

Hughes had put himself in a tight
spot. All his supporters were outside.
We were inside! Other than unleashing
his bully-boy stewards (and we clearly
would not have tolerated that cither),
Hughes could only come down from the
platform to negotiate with us to con-
tinue the AGM. This he did and agreed
to take a count of the vote. The sheep
filed back in.

The hour-long delay and nifty foot-
work ensured that leadership supporters
and latecomers were rounded up quickly
for the recount and the ever-growing
number of stewards proudly displayed
their voting-cards. The vote was carried
by 410 to 190 but we had issued a warn-
ing to Hughes that he could not get away
with any chicanery.

The AGM moved rapidly to the real
business of passing the constitutional

‘I just want to make one thing clear. The City of London Anti-Apartheid
Group is not represented at this AGM". Bob Hughes MP - the idealist

The Anti-Apartheid Movement leadership planned the 1986 Annual
General Meeting (AGM), held over the weekend of 10/11 January 1987,
with a central political task in mind — to seal its relationship with the
British Labour Party leadership in the run-up to the next General
Election. To do this they introduced a new constitution with the sole
aim of ruling out any future political opposition within the movement.
The AAM requires the freedom, in the coming months, to shed its

principles like confetti.

The AGM was the latest stage of the AAM leadership’s attempts to
destroy a political trend within the movement which, over the last four
years, has consistently exposed its political manoeuvres, lack of
democracy, and lack of action. In 1984 they tried to stop City of
London Anti-Apartheid Group from actively opposing the police ban
on pickets outside the South African Embassy — they failed. In 1985
they tried to crush City AA by expelling it from the movement — City
AA has gone on from strength to strength. In 1986 they resorted to a
new constitution removing basic rights of AAM members. With every
move they are revealing that their concern is not solidarity with the
fighting people of Southem Africa, not waging an unremitting
campaign against apartheid and its British backers, not building a
broad-based democratic movement — but, in fact, forwarding the
much narrower political concerns of the British Labour Party.

The Revolutionary Communist Group (RCG), City AA and WRP
(Workers Press) went to the AGM determined to fight for our political
standpoint and oppose the undemocratic manoeuvres which the
AAM leadership has always used against its political opponents.
Our intervention centred on three vital issues: the ‘new’ constitution;
the sabotage of the Commonwealth Games boycott by Bob Hughes
MP and Brian Filling; and the support of the movement for the non-
stop picket outside South Africa House.

selves earmarked for the ‘trearment’,
For such a small organisation, not
known 1o be active against apartheid or
indeed anything else, the New Commu-
nist Party devotes a lot of its time to sec-
tarian witch-hunting,

To its credit, Socialist Worker (17
January) actually tells the truth of what
happened at the AGM, Unfortunately
their sectarianism stops them {rom
going as far as naming the organisations
whose 200 delegates refused to leave Lthe
hall' and who led the fight to expose
Hughes and Filling as scabs— City
Group, the RCGand the WRP (Workers
Press).
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Bob Hughes MP: Failure and has-been

changes, Ordinary members can no
longer attend the AGM —carried;
groups of members can no longer sub-
mit motionsto the AGM — carried; local
groups need only meet 4 times a year —
carried; ete, etc,

This routine was, of course, accom-
panied by a great deal of bluster about
growth of the movement (8,500 after 25
vears!), and the democratic nature of
delegate structures. Richard Caborn
MP, with athrob in his voice, treated us
to the story of a night-cleaner in Shef-
field who couldn’t afford to come to the
AGM. Why Sheffield AAM members
and Richard Caborn MP (£18,500 pa +
expenses) in particular did not finance
her was not explained, but interestingly
enough, the largest body of unemploy-
ed, low-paid, black and young people in
the hall came to the AGM with City AA,

the RCG and Workers Press, simply |

because we organise to ensure that they
can,

The truth is that the new delegate
structure has nothing to do with democ-
racy — it has everything to do with poli-
tical censorship and maintaining the
predominantly white, middle-class sta-
tus quo. The AAM is now fitted up with
an ideal constitution which will prevent
any political opposition from its ordi-
nary members, prévent any ‘deviation’
from local groups who take action ser-
iously, and will ensure that the AAM is
ready to hold back any forces prepared
to challenge British collaboration with
apartheid when Kinnock is in power.

For that is the real issue which lies
behind the ‘constitution’, The issue of
the boycott of the Commonwealth

g %
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Games revealed all. The AAM leader-
ship isalready bending to the pressure of
the Labour Party, When Labour is in
power it will have to bend over back-
wards. The new constitution lays the
groundwork for controlling anyone
who raises objections.

Sabotage of the Commonwealth
Games boycott

On 12 July 1986 the names of Bob
Hughes (AAM Chair) and Brian Filling
(Scottish AA Secretary) appeared as
signatories Lo a letter in The Scotsman

§ | ncwspaper, calling on any nations con-

sidering boycotting the Commonwealth
Games to reconsider in the interests of

‘It was the last stand ... of th
ruthlessly well-organised a
draws many of its members
Revolutionary Communist G

Yes we were organised. RCG ¢
throughout the country to bring
and WRP/Workers Press we org
those who want a fighting, de
in the AGM.

At the joint briefing meeting the ni
before, called by City Group, RCG a
WRP/Workers Press, David Reed
the AGM in its wider political conte
He pojnted to the year of retreat in Brd
ain, the domination of the corrupt La

the Scottish peonle, Wakefield
Dundee AA and Dundee RCG submit
ted motions which were composited
condemning the letter and its signator
ies. Their motion was simply worded
and direct:

TALNOS 110D 220

Above: a clear message to the
leadership. Right: City AA marches bag
to the picket

This page was compiled by
Carol Brickley, Amanda
Collins, Terry O’Halloran
and Andy Pacey

This AGM deplores the letter headed
‘Commonwealth Games Boycott
which was signed, amongst others by
Robert Hughes, Chairman of the
AAM and Brian Filling, Secretary of
the Scottish AAM, and published on
12.7.86 in “The Scotsman’.
The letter urged the boycotting
nations to think again as they werd
hurting the people of Scotland ané
not Mrs Thaicher.
This AGM believes that
1) in a period of mounting resistance
to apartheid in South Africa both
here and internationally, the boycots
of the Commonwealth Games was o
welcome and effective action in
‘What all the proposals to change
democracy away from the member;
perpetuating clique of failures and

uniting millions of people against
apartheid and exposing British col-
laboration with the racist regime

2) the letter was an insult to the sacri-
fices made by the Frontline States and
their millions of friends in the
Commonwealth and the rest of the
world.

3) for leading members of the AAM
to publicly seek to undermine one of
the few international actions against
apartheid is disgraceful and no excuse
is acceptable.

This AGM therefore condenns unre-
servedly the part played in this letter
by two prominent members of the
AAM (under clause 2¢)



City of London branch, a small but
exceptionally noisy group, which
much of its inspiration from the
p.'(The Guardian, 26 January 1987)'

rades organised in City Group and
tivists to the AGM. With City Group
nised to ensure that the voice of all
ratic AAM was heard loud and clear

our and trade union leadership, the lack
of organised opposition and, hence, the
ability of the Thatcher government to
gel away with its blatant collaboration
with apartheid.

City Groupand thetrendit represents,

however, was ‘a beacon of light in a
bleak threatening landscape’. It is the
only serious threat to the Labour Party/
Communist Party of Great Britain fac-
tion which controls the AAM, Our task
is not only to keep that beacon alight but
also to make it light up the whole coun-
try.

Doing this demands first of all, the
defence of our basic right to distribute
literature and- participate fully in the
AGM’s proceedings. As soon as we
arrived at the AGM the fight was on.

The AAM’s amateur cops (dubbed
stewards) —mainly drawn from the
CPGB —were out in force. All creden-
tials were minutely examined, especially
those of anyone suspected of sympathy

organised pAGM

with City Group. Delegates who had
travelled hundreds of miles were caught
in this and denied entry, We organised
to make sure that our supporters got in.

Everyone was searched, not for
bombs but for banned literature, Leaf-
lets and newspapers were confiscated.
We had come prepared, however, for
this., Somehow or other, FRFI, City
Group leaflets and other banned mater-
ial appeared in the hall. We were defeat-
ing their undemocratic ban on political
literature.

As in previous vears, the AAM goon
squad then turned to violence and physi-
cal intimidation. Tony, a leading black
comradein City Group, was surrounded
and jostled by stewards. They then tried
to throw him out of the hall. Tony de-
fended himself. The next day he was
attacked a second time.

Women comrades were attacked by
the mostly male AAM stewards. One

was punched m (he chicsi, onc was
knocked to the ground, others were
pushed and shoved around by the thugs.
None of this thuggery succeeded. Right
totheend of the AGM our literature was
distributed in the hall,

The strength of our trend was based
on democracy. At the Friday night brief-
ing wediscussed themotionsand our tac-
tics in detail. Evervone took part. Some
thought we were exaggerating how vile
the AAM leadership was. The next day
taught evervone that we were right.

Saturday night we all gathered again,
after the very successful march to the
Embassy. The march had been organ-
ised to provide an opportunity for those
at the AGM who wanted to build a posi-
tive movement to join us, 400 did so.

At the Saturday night meeting, dele-
gates told of their anger at the AAM
leadership’s actions and their admira-
tion for our organisation and determin-

ation. Sunday, after the AGM had
ended, we met again despite attempted
sabotage. The hotel where we were due
to meet had received a threatening letter
couched in terms similar to those used
by the AAM leadership. At this meeting
we decided that we would all work flat
out to make 14 March a massive national
success. We knew that although the
AAM sectarians could win in stage- |
managed meetings, we would win on the
streets. Those who want to fight apart-
heid and British collaboration will be
inevitably drawn towards our trend. In-
deed, during the AGM people joined
City Group.

The RCG arganised to expose and
defeat the opportunist and corrupt for-
ces represented by Hughes and co. The
RCG organised, and will continue to
organise, to ensure that the ‘beacon of
light’ lit by the City Group trend is seen
all over Britain.

|
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This was far too simple and direct for
the AAM leadership. An amendment
was submitted on their behalf by the

(SCPS) which was intent on fudging the
real issue:

‘This AGM totally disagrees with
the letter headed ‘Commonwealth
Games Boycott’ and published on
12.7.86 in ‘The Scotsman’,

Delete all after ‘This AGM believes’
and insert:

“This AGM believes that the letter
underestimated the difficulty in
separating Scotland from the deep
anti-British Government feeling, mis-
judged how the letter would be inter-
preted and its effect of inadvertently
| relieving the pressure on the Govern-
ment over its opposition to sanctions
and gave support to those who seek to
maintain links with South Africa.

je constitution are about is to take
hip and into the hands of a self-
)as beens’ Andy Higginbottom, City AA

“This AGM also places on record its
appreciation of the work of the AAM
Scottish Committee for its many acti-
vities, including the launching of the
petition with Edinburgh District
Committee ‘‘Save the Games—
impose Sanctions'’, the demonstra-
tion against Thatcher during her visit,
and the Artists Against Apartheid fes-
tival. All of these activities helped to
eéxpose the British Government’s
responsiblity for the boycott of the
Games by many Commonwealth
countries and helped to compensate
for the political damage done by the
letter referred to.

This AGM agrees that the AAM
should support any future action

Society of Civil and Public Servants |

Delete the first paragraph and insert: |

taken by the Front Line States or
Commonwealth countries in support

of sanctions and against the attitude |

of the British Government.'

You are not expected to appreciate the
refinements (twists and turns) of this
amendment after one reading. Read it

| again. Dwell on the phrases ‘under-

estimated the difficulty’, ‘misjudged
how the letter would be interpreted’,
‘inadvertently relieving pressure on the
Government’, These are the words that
try to cover up for a plain, blunt word
which describes Hughes’ and Filling’s
activities — scabbing.

Our contributions to the debate were
straightforward. David Reed of the
RCG asked the AGM ‘Did the National
Committee instruct Hughes and Filling
to sign the letter in the name of the
movement?’ — noanswer, He pointed to
the added perfidy that at the time of the
letter being published two South Afri-
cans, Budd and Cowley, were still due to
take part in the Games. He described the
letter as sabotage, ‘an attempt to fore-
stall the only serious action against
Thatcher that could have led to some
change.’

The SCPS performed somersaults in
their reply: the letter was signed ‘at a few
hours notice’, ‘it was an error of judge-
ment’ but Hughes® and Filling’s action

i ensured that ‘the AAM will be fully con-

sulted in future’! and ‘every subsequent
action should be applauded’.

John Nelson of Scottish AAM took
the floor: the attacks on Hughes and
Filling were coordinated by a political
group, they were 'virulent’, ‘dishonest’,
the issue was ‘taken out of context’.
Extraordinarily ‘if the truth be known,
Brian Filling didn’t even sign the letter’,
(But then the truth isn't go'ng to be
known, is it John?, becau.e vou are
making sure to cover it up.) :Nelson even

THE MARCH
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claimed that the withdrawal of Budd

| and Cowley was a result of Scottish.

AA’s action. Carol Brickley, City AA
convenor exposed this as a shameful lic:
Budd and Cowley were withdrawn be-
cause of the threatened boycott which
Hughes and Filling were trying to sabo-
tage.

Mike Terry told us that the EC was
unanimous in its support for the SCPS

that the AAM could not stick firmly to
the principle of no debate with apart-
heid because ‘some of the AAM’s sup-
porters do not fully understand or sup-
port this position’ (eg Bob Hughes MP).

Lo and Behold! Twao days after this
AGM, the Morning Star headline on
page 12 read ‘ AAM: no Shell jobs will be
lost’, Two days after announcing that
there would be a new bovcott of Shell
because it fuels apartheid terror, the
AAM were anxiously reassuring Shell
management that ‘We don’t want
people’s livelihoods affected over here’.
‘In a further attempl! to minimise any
adverse effect their campaign would
have in Britain, the AAM also said that
they would target garages which are
owned by Shell and not those owned by
individuals’ said the Morning Star. 1t is
precisely these politics which kept Bar-
clays in business in South Africa for 25
years. And it is precisely these politics
which led to the attempted sabotage of
the Commonwealth Games boycott for
the sake of Scotland.

Support for the Non-Stop Picket

It had not been a good AGM for Bob
Hughes. He started Saturday with a
humiliating rétreat over his chairing.
His credibility was torn to shreds in the
Commonwealth Games boycott debate
during which he had to remain silentfor
fear of being called on to account for his
actions. He and his fellow leaders were
determined that the motion in support
of the Non-Stop Picket outside South
Africa House would not be debated.

Hughes and his cohorts know only
too well that in South Africa the picket is
seen as a magnificent achievement in
support of the struggle, that the picket
raises thousands of pounds for the
movement in South Africa and that
many people have joined the movement
in Britain as a result of its work. He was
certainly not going to put the AGM in
the distressing position of having to vote
for or against the picket which the AAM
leadership have done everything in their
power Lo destroy. At the first opportun-
ity he guillotined the motion.

We immediately protested and our
delegation raised banners calling on
Hughes to account for his scabbing. The
AAM leadership had laid their plans
well. While we protested the Chair
called on an ANC speaker because he
knew that as soon as the ANC was

‘How many times have you (Bob Hughes) and your colleagues in Parliament
shouted at Thatcher “Resign, resign, resign”. So | say to you, you the letter
writer: Resign’ Mike Russell, Leeds RCG

amendment ~ surprise, surprise. There
is an area of ‘confusion’ he savs. ‘The
AAM needs to formulate a clearer
policy where there might be a question
of retaliatory action against Britain' —
not half. ‘Some people think that Mrs
Thatcher was hoping for a boycott of
the Commonwealth Games!’. Sudden-
Iy, Hughes and Filling’s action might be
progressive!

The truth, or at least part of it, came
from a Welsh delegate: ‘Let’s faceit’, he
said, ‘we are under pressure from some
of our supporting organisations and
affiliates [read Labour Party] to bend
our principles’. “We made a mistake’.
“This movement bends under pressure’.
‘Let’s pass the amendment and make
sure this mistake doen't happen
again.'

Hughes and Filling were duly let off
the hook with the passing of the SCPS
amendment, But this was not the first
time that the AAM had bent (we would
say ‘cast aside") its principles: in 1982
the AAM refused to boycott Rowntrees
products in Britain in support of the
SAAWU strike in South Africa of
Rowntree Wilson on the grounds that a
bovcott might harm British workers
(remember the slogan ‘Think before you
eat vour Kit-Kat’!). In 1985 we were told

speaking we would end our protest
immediately. This we did.

But we were not prepared to lie down
in the face of manoeuvres. Hughes con-
tinued to proclaim that he would take
the motion on the Non-Stop Picket at
the end if there was time. At 1.15pm
Hughes rose from his seat for the last
time to announce the results of the
National Committee and to close the
meeting. We rose from our seats to pro-
test and continued the protest until
Hughes had finished, drowning out the
phoney election results and his hypocri-
tical closing remarks.

As the hall emptied we remained in
our places and held a vote on the Non-
Stop Picket motion. It was carried.

We had no hesitation in disrupting the
last 15 minutes of the AGM. It needed
disrupting. Appropriately we ended the
AGM singing the Non-Stop Picket song
We are here till Mandela’s free. Appro-
priate, because the Non-Stop Picket
continues with strenthened conviction
and determination. On 14 March City
Group is organising its first national
demonstration in London, If you, like
us, are tired of the ‘self-perpetuating
clique of failures and has-beens’ join us
on the Non-Stop Picket —join us on the
march.

Support for prisoners
and detainees

The motion put by SATIS (Southern
Africa — The Imprisoned Society) was
passed In the face of stern criticism of
the lack of activity in support of politi-
cal prisoners and of the undemocratic
nature of SATIS which has a restricted
number of affiliates and no room for in-
dividual members. it was left to Richard
Roques, speaking to the amendment
proposed by City Group, to raise the
question of Nelson Mandela and the
other long term prisoners. Their names
were absent from the SATIS motion —
and he pointed out that the Free Nelson
Mandela banner was being obscured
by a line of AAM stewards.

One of the most disgusting items in
the Finance report was that the AAM
had raised no money whatsoever from
the Mandela petition over the past year.

The motion welcomed the Emer-
gency campalign against repression in
South Africa. This amounted to a post-
card campaign launched two weeks
before the AGM, sight months after the
State of Emergency- began. Yel all
moves to make SATIS into a real
campaign by adopting an open demo-
cratic structure were blocked. The
opportunists were allowed to retain
their stranglehold on the movement.

Sectarianism

On the Sunday the critical issue of
sectarianism came to a head during the
debate on a motion from the AAM TU
Committee welcoming the setting up of
COSATU and encouraging all affiliates
1o work within the framework laid down
by COSATU and SACTU. An amend.
ment was proposed for affiliates to
work within the guidelines of the AAM
constitution and to support all union
organisations campaigning against
apartheid. Bob Myers (WRP Workers
Press) made the polint in supporting the
amendment that the AAM had been
pitifully slow in recognising the exist-
ence of COSATU, was i now going to
pretend that the new TU federation
(AZACTU CUSA) which represents
400,000 workers also does not exist?
Andy Higginbottom of the RCG spoke
of the necessity for the solidarity move-
ment in Britain to be non sectarian, to
give unconditional support to all forces
iighting apartheid.

The only response that National
Committee member Mike Terry could
make from the platform was to say that
the constitution did not state that the
AAM should support all groups fighting
apartheid. The RCG and other prog-
ressive groups made it clear that they
condemned this sectarian position and
supported unconditionally all sections
of the liberation movement in South
Africa. It was no surprise when few in
the hall apart from our contingent
stood to give an ovation, given to all
other liberation movements, to Com-
rade Zolile Keke of the PAC.

1987 — year for sanctions

In the 75th anniversary year of the ANC,
the AGM welcomed the programme of
activities of the ANC and urged its
members to give them every support.
Another motion was passed to streng-
then the movement'’s work on Namibia.
The focus for 1987 is the campaign for
sanctions, to include a March Month of
Action, boycott of Shell products and a
‘possible’ national demonstration in
October. A Manifesto for Sanctions
has been produced, not available at the
AGM, which will be used as part of the
intervention in a general election cam
paign. Once more the AAM is pinning
its hopes on the election of a Labour
government.
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__Politics of Profit

Cost cutting
for the poor

By its very character the capitalist system cannot be controlled.
Whatever the intentions of capitalist ministers — Tory or Labour — the
laws that dictate the path of capitalist development have an inexor-
able logic of their own. Nothing demonstrates this better than the
record of the Tory govemment on public expenditure. Committed to
drastically cut public spending on coming into office it has in fact
presided over a rise in general government expenditure of 13.7 per

cent in real terms between 1979 and 1987.

I_ast vear the Government Expenditure
White Paper told us that its plans were
“designed to hold total spending broadly
level in real terms*. This year's White
Paper published on 14 January 1987
now speaks of ‘a continued deceleration

Home Office
DHS5—Social security

Defence

Foreign Office

oK ” )
in the growth of public spending’. Little
wonder that John MacGregor, Chief
Secretary to the Treasury, took refuge
in a classic piece of bureaucratic gib-
berish at a press conference to launch
the White Paper, when he told journal-
515 “we have very good control over
public expenditure that we can control.’

The reality is that they have very little
control of a great deal of public spend-
ing even from one year to the next. The
estimated outcome of the current finan-
cial year 1986-7 is about £1.3bn above
the plans set out in the last White Paper
(January 1986). This was made up of
£5.8bn additions to the planned pro-
gramme during the vear compared with
- a reserve of £4,5bn, The main increases
~were in Jocal authority spending
(£2.7bm) and social security (£1.6bn).
£10.2bn has already been added to the
planning totals over the next two vears
' compared with plans set out a vear ago.
Comparisons with the 1985 While
Paper further confirm the general

| trend.
White Paper planning totals
(£bn)
Jan 85 Jan 86 Jan 87
1986-7 136.8 139.1 140.4
19878 1416 1439 148.6
19889 na 148.7 154.2

General government spending (exclud-
ing privatisation proceeds) is estimated
at 444 per cent of the gross domestic
product for 1986-7, still above the level
- the government inherited in 1979. The
governmenlt is, once again, hoping that
- 1t will fall below that level in the coming
. year. This seems unlikely. Local author-
uy spending which accounts for the
. major part of the ‘unplanned’ increases
' in spending is assumed to rise by only
' 3.8 per cent in 1987-8, that is zero
' growth once inflation is taken into
| account. The government has also con-
. sistently underestimated the rising costs
of social security payments, both in
terms of the numbers eligible and the
greater take up of benefit rights. There
| s, in reality, a great deal of spending,
 which, in spite of punitive legislation
' and penalties against local authorities
and the poor and unemployed, is still
out of the government’s control. The

Departmental spending between1978'9 and 19867
Percentage change in real terms

DHSS—Health and personal soclal services
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Transport
DOE—Other environmental services

fact that the government has only put
aside £3.5bn reserves for 1987-8, £1bn
less than the inadequate amount for the
current year, makes government spend-
ing targets for next vear scarcely more
credible than those of previous years.

Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
Education and Science

......

Other departments
DOE—Housing

Trade and Industry -85

While the Tories have not been able
to control overall government spending,
they have clearly been able to push
through their own spending priorities.
Although government spending has
increased by 13.7 per cent in real terms
since 1979, defence spending has in-
creased by 28 per cent and Home Office
spending —law and order—by 50 per
cent. The law and order budget will rise
above £6bn for the first time next year,
The majority of this budget £3.4bn is
spent on the police, whose numbers will
rise by 1,891 next vear to 123,417 (116,
323 in 1979-80). £756m will be spent on
prisons with a rise of prison officers of
just over 1,000 to 25,712 (21,229 in
1980), Two new prisons will be added to
the building programme bringing the
total to 20. This will still be inadequate,
for the ayerage prison population under
the Tories is expected (o rise to 50,700 in
1989-90 with a ‘certified normal accom-
modation’ of 45,343.

The other major increases in spending
are the result of the severe recession and
increasing demands on the social ser-
vices. Social security spending rose by
39.4 per cent and Health and personal
social services by 25 per cent, The latter
rise is to meet the minimal demands of
an ageing population and pay for
modern technology. The Tory govern-
ment’s efforts to distort the unemploy-
ment figures by removing young people
from the dole into cheap labour schemes
is shown by the biggest rise of all in dep-
artmental spending. Between 1979 and
1987 the Department of Employment in-
creased its spending from £2.0bn to
£3.8bn, a rise of %0 per cent.

The White Paper also shows us those
departments which have little or no
priority for this government. Spending
on housing fell by 60 per cent (41 per
cent, if income from council house sales
cte is included), on trade and industry
by 65 per cent and on transport by 4 per
cent between 1979 and 1987.

All this confirms that state expendi-
ture has to rise even to maintain more
and more people at subsistence levels,
And the government is preparing for the
inevitable resistance to its plans by
ensuring that one of the fastest growth
areas of public expenditure is that of law
and order, the forces of repression 1o
hold us down.

David Reed
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Ernest Saunders — 'Pure Genlus

To turn assets into money, and to do it
again and again with ever bigger sums,
ever more frequently, that is the com-
pulsion that drew the players into what
has become the Guinness scandal. Share
speculation, asset stripping, these are
the artractions of the takeover game.
The Swiss Bank Leu, the most reputable
of British stockbroking firms, Caze-
nove, Britain’s most successful mer-
chant bank Morgan Grenfell, the gover-
nor of the Bank of England’s brother-
in-law, Mrs Thatcher's dinner hosts, all,
and many more, are there, caught like
common thieves in the beam of a flash-
light.

What is one to make of adeal in which
one of Britain’s top three export earning
firms, Guinness, arranges to pay the
multimillionaire head of a British-based
international conglomerate, Gerald
Ronson of Heron, £5.8 million to get
him to buy £25 million worth of Guin-
ness shares, which he can sell at a profit
anyway? Whatindeed, when this kind of
arrangement is repeated many timesover
with dozens of accomplices across the
globe, with Guinness further offering to
buy back any shares bought from the
purchaser, at a later date? Tempting?

Yes, indeed, if you were one of those
drunk with prosperity in Thatcher’s
Britain, but, unfortunately for some, it
is against the law. The 1985 Companies
Act forbids a company from buying
back its own shares or from giving any
form of financial assistance for purcha-
ses of its shares, except in exceptional
circumstances.,

So, with the ruse rumbled a few of the
players must be sacrificed for the greater
good of the game. Roger Seelig, Christo-
pher Reeves and Graham Walsh of Mor-
gan Grenfell; Ernest Saunders, Olivier
Roux, Arthur Furer and Thomas Ward
of Guinness; and Lord Spens of Ansba-
cher merchant bank —all resigned or
politely asked to leave - are pawns in a
match where the big picces set the rules.

A little bit of what you
fancy ...

‘Greed is all right by the way. | want
youto know that. I think greed is heal-
thy. You can be greedy and still feel
good about vourself.’ fvan Boesky to
an audience of Californian business
students. September 1985,

If it had not been for a tip-off from the
US Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion to the British Department of Trade
and Industry the illegalities in Guinness’
competition with Argyll plc for the
whisky firm Distiliers would probably
have never come to light.,

An anonymous letter to the giant US
merchant bank Merrill Lynch led the US
Securities and Exchange Commission
along the trail of illegal deals to David
Levine, the newly-appointed director of
Merrill Lynch’s great rival in the merger
stakes, Drexel Burnham Lambert. For-
tuitous for Merrill Lynch. Levine, worth
$500 million according to the financial
press, was arrested in May 1986. He
sang. There is, as they say, no honour
among thieves. Among those he named
was Ivan Boesky, the ‘king of arbitrage’,
speculation on mergers. A single bid by
Boesky, and stock markets around the
world would reverberate, Boesky and
Levine were guilty of ‘insider dealing’;
using confidential information to make
illegal bids for companies. The kind of
information that could be bought. In
this general spirit of commerce —‘you
scratch my back, and I’'ll scratch yours®
—Boesky was - fined $100 miilion,

City awash
with
Guinness

‘The bourgeois, drunk with prosperity and arrogantly certain of him-
self, has just declared that money is a purely imaginary creation.
“Commodities alone are money”, he said. But now the opposite cry
resounds over the markets of the world: only money is a commodity.
As the hart pants after fresh water, so pants his soul after money, the
only wealth’. Karl Marx, Capital Vol 1.

agreed to name names, and went free.
Among the names was Guinness.
Ernest Saunders, ‘Deadly Ernest’ or
‘Pure Genius’ as the press would have
him, the chairman of Guinness, and his
team hatched a plot to snatch the scotch
whisky firm Distillers from Argyll ple.
Argyll had announced its intention of
bidding for Distillers towards the end of
1985, Guinness would spend millions of
pounds orchestrating the purchase of'its
own shares as it bid for Distillers. As the
price of Guinness shares inexorably rose
due to the artificially and illegally stimu-
lated demand, Distillers’ shareholders

1986 some £270 million worth of Guin-
ness shares had been purchased through
illegal operations. Distillers cost £2.7
billion, and Argyll had spent £55 million
and got nothing,

All of this money produced not a
single bottle of stout or a single glass of
whisky. Pure parasitism! A retinue of
banks, brokers, lawyers, advertising
companies, private detectives and (if a
Tory MP adviser to Argyll, Sir Alex
Fletcher, is to be believed) professional
thugs all took their cut. But none were

‘Share speculation,
asset stripping,
these are the attractions
of the takeover game.’

would be fatally lured to surrender to
Guinness. Set a thief to catch a thief. By
the time it claimed victory on 18 April

A few of the
beneficiaries

Gerald Maurice Ronson — a busy man
with a fortune estimated at £500 mil-
fion and 110 directorships in concerns
spanning oil, gas, garages, hotels and
insurance. Received £5.8 million

Sir Jack Lyons — City financier paid £2
million for his ‘valuable advisory
services'. Sir Jack was the British
agent for Bain and Company,
management consultants to Guin-
ness. He recently hosted a private din-
nerparty at Bain's company headquar-
ters in London for Mrs Thatcher. Bain's
recelved £8 million a year fees.

lvan Boesky—a man able to pay a
£100 million fine and still smile about
It, Received $100 million from Guin-
ness, how much of it was a ‘fee’ he
would not say; thought to have spent
£70 million on Guinness shares.

Lord Spens of Ansbacher merchant
bank —-£7.6 million went through
Ansbacher and back Into Guinness
share purchases.

Bank Leu — £50 million was deposited
with this Swiss bank run by Saunders'
old friend Arthur Furer. Leu now own
41 million Guinness shares.

Anthony Parnes - City stockbroker re-
ceived £3 milllon for his ‘key advice’, a
sum, he says, which reflects its 'true
value'.

s0 critical to the success of Saunders’
scheme ‘as Guinness' merchant bank
Morgan Grenfell, and stockbrokers,
Cazenove. Together with Saunders’
team they would make the contacts,
arrange the credits and payments, and
sell the Guinness shares.

Morgan Grenfell’s earnings are esti-
mated to have risen ten fold in the last
ten years. It is doubtful whether they
have the time to count it all up as they
spin fortunes out of 32 mergers they
have directed in the past few vears. Sir
Terence Conran of Habitat-Mother-
care, Sir Jeffrey Sterling of P and O, and
Sir Owen Greene of BTR, as well as Mr
Saunders, all have reason to be thankful
of Morgan Grenfell’s way with money.
Interestingly enough, it was Morgan
Grenfell’s combination with Cazenove
that served Sikorsky-Fiat in its success-
ful bid for Westland helicopters early in
1986, Swiss banking laws and stock ex-
change regulations were successfully
used to conceal the identities of the cru-
cial bidders in the race for Westlands. A
not unuseful asset to the Guinness plan.
Plus the fact that one of Cazenove’s two
senior partners is the brother-in-law of
the governor of the Bank of England.

Now, a handful of the conspirators in
the Guinness scandal have been named,
They are the unlucky ones, but, like
Boesky, few, if any at all, will see a pri-
son wall. Any capitalist will tell you, ‘If
you are going to steal, steal millions’, or
better still, hundreds of millions,

Trevor Rayne



Reagan

unrepentant

Oblivious to it all he may be, but the Irangate scandal continues to
secrete a steady trickle of poison right up to Ronald Reagan’s White
House door. A Presidential memorandum dated 17 January 1986
makes it unmistakeable that Reagan intended to trade arms to Iran
for hostages. A fact he has repeatedly denied. The air freight com-
pany employed by Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North to fly arms to the
contras was used to smuggle cocaine back from Central America
into the US. A whole gang of US army colonels and generals are dis-
covered to have been shipping arms to Iran — under loose or no auth-
orisation whatsoever! Key figures in the Irangate affair are linked to
assassination attempts on Eden Pastora, a renegade from contra
ranks. And Oliver North proposed firing a cruise missile at Damas-

Cus.

These and many similar details did not
figure in President Reagan's 28 January
State of the Union speech. In fact, the
only reference he made to the Irangate
affair was to express ‘regret’ that ‘it did
not work’, Reagan’s team have decided
that they can get away with stonewalling
on the scandal, while offering North
and former National Security Adviser
Poindexter as sacrifices, The Democrats
seem content to have reined Reagan in,
and to allow the scandal to stain the
Republican’s reputation. Neither econ-
omically nor internationally is the US
ruling class in a position to afford a
bitter wrangle: ‘A weakened President
serves no one. A strong President serves
us all’ as the leader of the Democrats in
the Senate put it.

Apart from its tired re_itcralion of ‘Its
morning in America’ theme, (the man
clearly has problems waking up,) and its
omissions, Reagan’s 28 January speech
was noticeable for its adherence to two
cornerstones of Reagan policy: the def-
ence of Star Wars, and support for the
contras: ‘I will fight any effort to shut-
off their lifeblood . . . There must be no
Soviet beachhead in Central America’.
The proposed 1988 US budget increases
spending on Star Wars by 62 per cent,
and raises contra funding to $105
million. The first major test of the new
Democrat-led Congress comes this Feb-
ruary when the final allocation of $40
million to the contras, from last year's
total of $100million, is due to be ratified
and forwarded. This money is earmark-
ed for heavy weaponry, including
ground-to-air missiles.

Whatever the Democrats and Con-
gress decide, Reagan’s policy on Nicar-
agua is losing credibility, On |
December Honduran President Azcona

met the US ambassador and secured an
agreement that the contras must be out
of Honduras and fighting in Nicaragua
by May. This move comes in response to
growing antagonism towards the con-
tras from Honduran coffee plantation
owners, whose crops are being destroy-
ed, sections of the Honduran military,
who are loathe to commit their forces to
an all-out confrontation with the San-
dinistas, and from popular feeling
against the gangsters from the mass of
Central American people. At the same
time the governments of Guatemala,
Honduras and Costa Rica are resentful
that US contra aid is growing while
theirs is being cut. In this context the
ranks of the contras have parted yet
again, with two of the United Nicaragua
Opposition leaders, Arturo Cruz and
Alfonso Rabelo, resigning in complaint
against FDN domination. Cruz and
Robelo are sponsored by the US State
Department, the FDN, composed of
Somoza guards, is sponsored by the
CIA. Above all the contras have failed
to achieve any significant military or
political successes inside Nicaragua.

US imperialist strategists understand
that they must get results quickly if
Reagan’s policy is 10 retrieve any
credibility., 100 contras have just re-
turned to Honduras from training in
Florida, 300 more are due to follow. US
forces have recently launched Big Pine
'87 manoeuvres along the Honduran
border with Nicaragua. As one US offi-
cial supervising contra operations
observed, ‘It’s ironic, but five years of
backing the contras has really come
down to what we can do in the next five
months”.

Trevor Rayne
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Guarding the ’Y‘re: Filipino soldlier in the left-wing stronghoid of Mindanao

Aquino massacres peasants

The pathetic attempt at a military coup in the Philippines by pro-Mar-
cos loyalists ended miserably 3 days after it began on Tuesday 27
January. The overwhelming majority of the army and ruling class
remained loyal to President Aquino and her backbone, General Fidel
Ramos, Chief of Staff of the country’s armed forces. With good
reason they see in the alliance of these two a better guardian of capit-
alist and imperialist interests than those hankering after a returnto a

Marcosite dictatorship.

Aquino has promised ‘stern' measures
against the rebel officers. But so far
none have been charged. Three senior
officers have been arrested,with the
promise of more and 25 ‘investigating
commissions’ set up! Mecanwhile both
Aquino and Ramos have emphasised
the need for army unity to respond to
the mounting mobilisation of the Fili-
pino working class and peasantry. For it
is from the oppressed and exploited that
the Filipino ruling class faces its greatest
danger, a danger that is dealt with by
bullets.

In one of the most brutal massacres
for a decade, marines guarding
Aquino’s presidential palace opened
fire on a demonstration by 10,000 pea-
sants and their supporters, just five days
before the aborted coup, on Thursday
22 January, In what was a peaceful
march demanding genuine land reform,
25 people were killed and scores more

were wounded, The 10,000 demonstra-
tors represented a class of millions who
are not prepared 10 passively wait on

Aquino’s promises. They are organising’

and mobilising now for radical land
reform to relieve them of grinding ex-
ploitation and poverty. Their demands
Aquino is neither willing nor able to
meet. Indeed those who organised the
killings remain free while the masses are
asked to remain ‘calm’ and await the
conclusions of an ‘independent in-
quiry’.

As the organisation and mobilisation
of the masses for fundamental social
change has become more effective, so
has Aguino become more stubborn in
her defence of bourgeois and imperialist
interests. Before the 22 January mass-
acre, Aquino’s constitutional commis-
sion barred the revolutionary Partido
ng Bayan (PnB) from forthcoming con-
gressional elections on the grounds that

Israeli repression at first | hand

Below we pubhsh some notes from our correspondent in Palestine
describing scenes of resistance and repression in the ‘Israeli’
occupied Gaza Strip. As in South Africa, Ireland and indeed among
the oppressed in Britain, youth, the dispossessed youth in Palestine,
occupy a central role in the struggle against Zionism, racism and

imperialism,

During the week of demonstrations in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip following
the killing of 2 Gazan students on S Dec-
ember 1986 at Bir Zeit University (on
the West Bank), a small boy was seen
walking in time with a 4 man foot
patrol. Suddenly the boy started swing-
ing his arms and legs higher, mimicking
the ‘Israeli’ soldiers, with a big grin on
his facc. This boy's defiance was
ignored. But many other protests were
put down with violence —the use of live
ammunition, rubber bullets, wooden
clubs, tear gas and CS gas. An army
camp was used as an improvised deten-
. tion centre where detainees were sev-
erely beaten and humiliated.

The demonstrations throughout the
Gaza Strip were spontaneous, triggered
off by the murder of 3 young Pales-
tinians at Bir Zeit and Balatta Camp,
There were prolests every day for a week
in each of the 8 camps and in Gaza
town, often beginning at local secon-
dary schools and moving then into the

camps. A commercial strike was held
for 6 days from 6 December 1986 and
school students refused to  attend
classes. Gazans say they hadn’t seen
mass protests like this since the early
seventies.

On Tuesday 9 December, about 800
students assembled in the playvgrounds
of a boys and a girls school serving the
Jabalya Camp when army reinforce-
ments arrived and surrounded the
school.

Provoked by their presence and the
previous arrests of their classmates, the
students stoned the soldiers. Plastic
bullets and CS grenades were fired into
the playgrounds. An armoured vehicle
broke down a section of the wall near
the main entrance to the girl’s school.
The students, many of whom were
suffering from the effects of CS powder
ran into the classrooms. Soldiers then
forced entry into the classrooms and
lobbed more CS grenades. The boys ran
into their own school and were chased in

Palestinian students demonstrate

by soldiers beating them with wooden
batons. One eve-witness reported seeing
a soldier beating a student’s head
against the wall, and another reported
an impression of ‘blood everywhere'.
An estimated 20 arrests were made,
Another 20 or so had their ID cards
confiscated effectively (as with pass
laws in South Africa) confining them to
their homes since it is an offence for a
Palestinian to go out without an ID, It
has been difficult to get exact numbers
of injured since victims are afraid (o go
to hospital for fear of arrest. Fifteen of
the most seriously injured were taken to
hospital. Upwards of 50 boys came to
school the following Saturday with ban-
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' dages on their heads.

In an incident at the UNRWA Girls
Preparatory School in Beni Suheila near
Khan Younis on 10 December, ‘Israeli’
soldiers bombarded 450 girls aged 9-14
with what the girls first belicved to be
tear gas grenades. The youths had been
throwing stones at soldiers on the road
at the junction outside the school and
then retreating and hiding. Bul instead
of tear gas, the soldiers fired CS
grenades in rapid succession into the
girl’s playground. In panic they fled
into the classrooms. Then an UNRWA
medical team arrived at the school
(soldiers fired another cannister after
giving the team permission o enter) and
found that 200 of the girls had
collapsed. 21 of the cannisters collected
in the playground were found on exam-
ination to contain CS powder used by
NATO in its battlefield training.

Acts of violence such as these
perpetrated by the ‘Israeli’ army were
not isolated incidents but were
widespread throughout the Gaza Strip,

In the next issue of FRFI we will publish
further notes on conditions in the army
camp used as a detention centre and a
political commentary from our corres-
pondent.

its ‘language of class struggle’ was ‘in
consistent” with republicanism, Day
after, leaked tapes exposed Aquino pes
sonally pressurising the commission 1
delete clauses banning US nuclear base
from the Philippines.

Meanwhile, during the course o
negotiations between Aquino and th
National Democratic Front (NDF) an
the Communist Party of the Philippine
(CPP), following the 60 days ceasefir
agreement, Aquino has refused to mes
any of the basic requirements for a jus
and lasting peace. She has refused t
discuss NDF proposals for purging th
fascist military, repudiating the burden
some foreign debt, nationalisation o
key industries, radical land reform
removal of US bases and the release o
all political prisoners including Rodolfi

Salas a top CPP leader.
Recent developments in the Philip
pines are increasingly  exposin,

Aquino’s pro-capitalist and pro-imper
ialist standpoint. The principled organ
isational and political work of the NDI
and CPP will inevitably draw wider sec
tions of the masses, including larger ane
larger scctions of those who had illu
sions in Aquino, into the revolutionar:
camp. The NDF has now broken of
talks with the Aquino government an
warned in a statement published afte
the 22 January massacre that:

‘If the Cory Aquino government con
tinues to tread the course it is nowv
taking, it shall be on a collision wit!
the advancing people’s movement.”

Eddie Abrahams

New York march

New York City under the adrministration ¢
Mayor Ed Koch, a right-wing Democra!
has seen the emergence of racist attack
at a new level. There were the ‘vigilante
shootings of three black men by Bernhar
Goetz, the police killing of Eleonor Bum
pers and Michael Stewarl, and murderouw:
assaulls in the Bronx on young Latinos b
white gangs.

On 20 December, 23 year old Michas
Griffith and two friends were attacked an«
hunted down by a white gang in ths
Queens area of the City. One of the gan
was British. Michael was run down by ;
car at the end of the chase and his bod
dumped on the pavemeni near Howan
Beach.

Such was the anger of the black com
munity that even moderate black politica
figures were forced to join with the recend
ly-formed Coalition Against Racial
Motivated Violence in calling for 8 marc?
of protest. Blacks, whites, Latinos, Asian:
and Arabs joined a 2000-strong masct
chanting, ‘Howard Beach, haven't yox
heard, this is not Johannesburg.’'

Further demonsiralions are now plan
ned and ideas put forward for a selecti
economic boycott.

Susan Davidson
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T;Stalkerfmair
Frank Doherty. Mercier
Press. £3.95 QOpp.

Frank Doherty's book argues that
John Stalker was silenced by MIS
because his ‘shoot-to-kill' report
threatened (0 expose British Intell
sence activities in Ireland.
Stalker'singuiry into the Killing of
Seamus Grew and Roddy Carroll led
pim first to MIS’s part in cross-
border operations and then on 1o
their campaign of subversion in the
26 counties, Doherty briefly covers
ihe history of bombings, shootings
d kidnappings organised by Brit-
L‘h lntclligcnce in the South with a
view to eliminating activists and dis-
crediting the Republican movement,
But he claims that Stalker uncovered
new information about the ‘Badger”’,
a senior Garda officer who is a long-
standing British agent, and MIS
plots to discredit Irish politicians.,
Although it’s a bit pricey for just
20 pages this book is a good intro-
duction to British covert operations
n Ireland.
Jim O'Rourke

from
LARKIN
PUBLICATIONS

South Africa: Britain out of
Apartheld! Apartheid out of
Britain!
by Carol Brickley,
Terry O'Halloran and
David Reed

64pp, 95p plus 30p p&p

Viraj] Mendis Must Stay
published by VMDC,
edited by Terry O'Halloran
32pp, 75p plus 30p p&p

Ireland: the key to the British
Revolution
by David Reed
450pp, £3.95 plus 75p p&p

Miners’ Strike 1984-1985:
People versus State
by David Reed and
Olivia Adamson

144pp, £2.50 plus 40p p&p

The revolutionary road to
communism in Britain
{Manifesto of the
Revolutionary Communist
Group)
175pp, £1.50 plus 40p p&p

POWs News and
Birthdays

The following Irish political
prisoners have birthdays coming
soon. We ask all our readers to
write to them, preferably
recorded delivery to ensure that
they receive your greetings.

John McComb, B51715, HMP
Long Lartin, South Littleton,
Evesham, Worcestershire, WR11
STZ, 25 February.

Ella O'Dwyer, D251135, HM
Prison, Durham, DH1 3HU. 3
March.

The following prisoners have
been moved over the last two
months. Hugh Doherty has been
sent from Wakefield to Liverpool
and is now back in Wakefield;
Sean Kinsella, Wakefield to
Manchester and on to Albany;
Con McFadden, Wakefield to
Frankland; and Vince Donnelly,
who has been moved numerous
Smes throughout 1986 and was
sent to Durham for 28 days,
having spent weeks in each of
e Scrubs and Wandsworth. He
s now due 1o be moved again.
Our solicarity to these and all the
Srsones.

Tony Sheridan

-

2 =

"W

The Soviet Union

';';9 Sovfét Uni_bn Demystitfied. Frank Fiiredi. Junius

Publications. 1986. £5.95 pb. 271pp.

Despite the unguestionable advan-
tages of a ‘not merely historical, but
historical-logical’ approach (p3), the
author cannot make up his mind
whether the Soviet Union represents

a ' ...system which has exhausted
all its possibilities for social
advance ., . ' (p76) runs the danger

that it *...is left with all the
disadvantages and none of the
advantages of capitalism.” {p101) or
whether it already has succumbed to
this danger and has become historic-
ally bankrupt (p200) and past its
peak (p233).

Fiiredi has an academic econom-
ist’s obsession with the regulators
and mechanisms of the planning
process, which leads him to claim
that * . . . only in the Soviet Union is
there absolutely no way of ensuring
that the products of industry are use-
ful to others.' (p130). An extraord-
inary claim, given the immense
advances made by the Soviet Union
~ the increase in the provision of
health services (proportionally,
twice as many doctors as in Britain,
50% more hospital beds—see The
USSR in Figures for 1984 Moscow
1985 pp8O, B1), the finest public
transport system in the world, and
an extensive flat-building pro-
gramme (2m units in 1984, with rent
fixed at 3% of the working people’s
family budget — ibid pp211, 212).

The author includes a wealth of

Moscow Underground under construction in

statistics and newspaper reports (o
highlight the economic failures of
the USSR, but makes only one grud-
ging reference to its social achieve-
ments, a sentence in a book of 27
pages. The only achievement he
admits to be spectacular is—the
Moscow Underground (pl19)!

He also dismisses the most striking
success of the Soviet Union, full
employment since 1932, with the
cheap comment: “Workers in the
slave camps of Nazi Germany and on
the estates of feudal Europe were
fully employed, but nobody would

argue that these systems were
superior to modern capitalism.’
(p251). Only a middle-class academ-
ic could dream up such a distorted
historical comparison between social
systems in which people exist with no
hope of rising above starvation level
and a system in which full employ-
ment goes hand in hand with a rising
standard of living.

Not only does the author show
complete ignorance of the achieve-
ments of the Soviet system, he even
argues that the USSR only continues
to cxist by grace and favour of
imperialism. Thus one of the book's
‘central themes' is that * . ..the
survival of the Sovict Unian has dep-
ended on developments in the West,”
(p 163). Does the author include in
such ‘developments’ the 25m Soviet
citizens killed as a result of the wars

of intervention (1918-21) and the
war against fascism (1941-45)?
Despite the book’s sub-title, 'A
Materialist Analysis’, it completely
ignores the material realities of
Soviet history. This is the attempt to
build socialism in a country in
which at the time of the revolution
80% of the population were peas-

ants; and which has suffered from-

major imperialist intervention.

At the end of the Civil War (1921)
overall industrial production was
31% ofthe 1913 figure, and the grain
harvest 43% of the pre-war average
(see: Alec Nove, An Economic His-
tory of the USSR 1969 p86). The
war against fascism destroyed a large
part of the industrial and transport
system, and left 25m homeless. The
author makes fleeting references to
these events, not to underscore the
USSR’s achievement in building soc-
jalism despite such tremendous set-
backs, but in order to support his
‘theory” that the USSR is dominated
by the party burcaucracy.

Following the gencral line of Trot-
sky and his followers, the author
completely undervalues the effect of
the military pressure of imperialism
upon the development of the Soviet
Union. In his main work on the sub-
ject, Revolution Betrayed (1936)
Trotsky repeated the argument he
had used several times previously:
‘Military intervention is a danger.
The intervention of cheap goods in
the baggage trains of a capitalist
army would be an incomparably
greater one.” (Pathfinder 1973 edit-
jon p9).

At this time military intervention
was not just ‘a danger' —the Sovict
Union was completely isolated inter-
nationally, facing an invasion by
Nazi Germany in the west and a
border war with Japan in the cast.
The immediate problem was to
defend the Soviet Union militarily
against imperialist intervention,
which aimed at the complete destruc-
tion of socialism, not at undermin-
ing socialism by providing ‘cheap
goods', These essential military prio-
rities caused major distortions in the
system of socialist planning.

Despite  his minor criticisms,
Fiiredi essentially accepts Trotsky's
position. The arms race is onfy ‘the
most striking example of the way the
deployment of Soviet resources is
circumscribed by the capitalist
world.” (p175). As with Trotsky,
even this is merely a token reference.

Thus he ascribes the difficulties of
the Soviet Union in increasing the
productivity of labour and improv-
ing the quality of goods, especially
consumer goods, to—the ‘bureau-
cracy”.

These difficulties do exist, but
their primary cause is the pressure of
imperialism. Military armaments are
a crushing burden on the Soviel
economy, not simply in quantitative
terms, but also in terms of priority.
The best resources, both human and
material, are drained off into arms
production. The problems of quality
control and technological innov-
ation which affect the rest of Soviet
industry do not occur here, where
from the 1941-45 war onwards, the
Soviet Union has shown that it can
match and, on occasions excel, the
capitalist world.

Furedi also minimises the role
played by the Soviet Union in the
struggle against imperialism. He
cites the numerous occasions where
the LISSR has not helped revolution-
ary movements, while ‘occasionally’
backing ‘radical challenges' to the
‘world order’ (Timperialism) in the
case of Cuba, Vietnam and Angola.
Yet the balance overall is quite

clear. The support of the USSR was
decisive in the Vietnamese national
liberation movement's struggle for
power; in bringing to power social-
ism in East European countries; and
in the case of Afghanistan, China
(from 1949-60), Cuba, Ethiopia,
Vietnam in maintaining revolution-
ary regimes in power. ‘Cuba alone is
being subsidised to the tune of 3 bill-
jion dollars a year, and Western
intelligence estimates suggested that,
in the 1970s the cost to the Soviet
Union of supplying subsidised oil to
Eastern Europe had exceeded 20
billion dollars. Non-military aid to
Vietnam alone was approaching to 2
billion dollars a vear in 1974 ,..°
(Martin_ Walker, The Awakening
Giant, pl08).

In his conclusion, the author
counsels ‘Marxists' to learn that the
Soviet Union should serve *as a grim
reminder of the price to be paid for
failing to carry through the revolu-
tionary transformation of society.’
(p252). The reviewer found this
book a ‘grim reminder’ of the mysti-
fications of academic Marxism and
of the ignorant anti-Soviet prejudice
prevalent among Trotskyists,
Patrick Newman

Fighting
racism

The F;ght Against Racism. A Pictorial Hlstory ryof
Asians and Afro-Caribbeans in Britain. Institute of
Race Relations. £350 48pp.

After the Soweto uprising in 1976,
black people in Britain demonstrat-
ed in solidarity outside South Africa
House. After Enoch Powell's racist
speech in 1968, 7000 marched in
protest, A picket of Harlesden police
station in 1976 demanded an end
to racist police attacks—one ban-
ner read ‘Hands Off Black People
— Hands Off the Irish’.

With striking photographs, The
Fight Against Racism depicts these
and other struggles: campaigns
against bussing, against colour bars
in pubs, against racism in schools,
The historic Grunwick strike led by
an Asian woman, Mrs Desai, is only
one of a number of struggles depict-
ed, all led and inspired by black
women, One in particular shows
black women with hatchets ready to
defend their homes from the racists
during the 1956 Notting Hill race-
attacks.

From the 1964 visit of Martin
Luther King to the uprisings and

SOOE MOR

The fight

anti-deportation, anti-fascist cam-
paigns of the 80s, the pamphlet is a
powerful documentation of black
resistance in Britain,

The force of
black film

An East End Story Handsworth Songs. The Pass:on of

Remembrance.

These are three new films from the
black independent film industry
making a major impact in Britain
and abroad.

Of the three, An East End Story is
the least ‘experimental’. Itis a simple
and cffective account of one Asian
youth's experience of racist attacks
in the east end of London and the
consequences of fighting back in
racist imperialist Britain. In one par-
ticularly forceful scene, not only is
the reality of racist attacks brought
home as the youth's mother hides
terrified in their cramped and squa-
lid house but also the hostility and
indifference of the police Lo their
predicament.

This halt-hour long story distils
many essential features of the exper-
ience of working class Asian families

in a terse and vivid way. I look for-
ward to more,

U n!‘o:'.ur.at:! , the samec cannot
be said of Handsworth Son

film uscs 2 more d CUMET

in the framework of reciting, anony-
mous voices, Parts of the film
include some striking sequences ~ a
black man chanting down the police
and Maggic Thatcher; black youths
berating a Labour MP for failing to
present the black community’s case
on television. However, the film
loses by its lack of structure and its
tendency away from the concrete 10
the abstract and pseudo-philosophi-
cal. One typical example comes
when we are told ‘last night an idea
became a possibility'. Who had the
idea, what it or the possibility was, is
never revealed. Such self-important
meanderings serve only to distance
us from rather than engage us more
immediately in the film.

It is strange thal after a major
clash between the state and black
people from which emerged no
effective defence campaign and left
600 imprisoned, 2 major black film

ith these event

¢ nsang, but ftermath
The Passion of Remembrance is
an assessment of past black struggle,
an expression of the present and a

pointer to the future. It has three
main components. The story of an
Afro-Caribbean family, the Baptist-
¢és, interwoven with scenes of resis-
tance and protest in a Britain in
capitalist crisis and a dramatic
dialogue between a black man and
black woman set in an isolated and
devastated landscape. The family
episodes confront us with the issues
of women and of gays — the daughter
seen asserting herself against male
chauvinism, her brother seen living
an ‘ordinary’ happy relationship
with his unemployed boyfriend. We
are given a series of vivid vignettes of
their family life, These scenes subtly
connect to the explosive dramain the
desert landscape where the woman
challenges the man's attempts to
define the limits/arcna of political
struggle, But this loses force through
over-intellectualising and narrowing
the scope of the challenge,

The most exciting aspect of the
film is the footage of the struggles of
all those exploited and oppressed by
a system in crisis. We see women giv-
ing a lead in Grunwick or at Green-
ham, grassroots black community
struggles like the Colin Roach
marches, the Newham 7 and Justice
for the Pryces protests, to ast years
Lesbian and Gay Pride march and
the struggles of the miners, and of
the risings of 1985,

This film speaks of a new genera-
tion asking questions about the way
forward in racist, imperialist Britain
in the 80s. It recognises implicitly the
necessity for alliance with others
in struggle. Perhaps we could have
done with more passion and less in-
tellectualising. But this film is a real
beginning. See it!

Kavode Olafamihan

Against Racism and
Fascism in Europe.
Socialist Group.
European Parliament. 47
pp. Free from 2 Queen
Anne’s Gate. London
sSwi.

This pamphlet usefully covers the
activities of fascist and racist groups
in Europe. Notably the ‘safehous-
ing" network which enables fascists

Deportartions and
Removals. Paul Gordon.
Runnymede Trust. £1.50.

60pp.

Paul Gordon’s foreword states that
the pamphlet is intended to ‘provide
information to those involved in
campaigns around specific issues, to
anti-racists and to those concerned
with the injustices and harshness of
current immigration law and con-
trol,” The pamphler does this.
Although not new, the information
is valuable and relevant and, apart
from the Viraj Mendis Defence
Campaign pamphlet and "The Right
to Be Here’, constitutes the only
advice on resisting the immigration
controls. It gives concise and
accurate information on the
successive acts and their import.
Most imporiantly Paul Gordon gives
examples of the campaigns and
fightbacks which have taken place,
including that of Babit Bakhtaura
who stood in the 1983 General elec-
tion under the demand of ‘Stop the

to find refuge in Britain. Britain is
the centre for many of the neo-fas-
cist groups of Europe. But as in
many similar publications, and in
the case of the Anti Nazi League in
the late 70s, the issue of institutional
racism —police, immigration con-
trols, deportations, is separated
from the growth of fascist and racist
attacks. The real encouragement to
racism and fascism is the institution-
alised racism of the state, and the
compliance of the Labour and trade
union leadership with the exploita-
tion of black people.

He
won. So have others who have
fought.

Those who haven't already got
hold of Paul Gordon's pamphlet
should do so now.

Deportation of Black People'.

Gary Clapton



‘If the six men win, it

will mean that the police
were guilty of perjury, that
they were guilty of
violence and threats, that
the confessions were

involuntary ...’

HANDS OFF IRELAND!

Birmingham Six case referred to Court of Appeal,
but no action on Maguires and Guildford Four

On 21 January the Home Secretary announced his long awaited deci-
sion to refer the case of the Birmingham 6 back to the Court of
Appeal. At the same time Hurd announced that there would be no
reopening of the Guildford 4 and Maguire family cases. He justified
this on the spurious and misleading grounds that while new evidence
had come to light in the Birmingham case this was not so in the other
two cases. In fact sufficient evidence of a frame up has existed in all
three cases for many years now and has been common knowledge in
the Irish community. By handing the Birmingham hot potato to the
Court of Appeal Hurd has done the bare minimum he could possibly

get away with.
There are no guarantees that the Court
of Appeal will now release the six. Only
continuing public interest and mobilisa-
tion will force them to grant the de-
mands of the six for a new jury trial,
Even more will be needed to crack gov-
ernment intransigence on the Guildford
and Maguire cases.

In the case of the Birmingham 6, after
a fifteen month review, the pressure on
the Home Office to act had simply be-
come irresistible. Not only was the for-
ensic evidence on which the convictions
were based totally discredited but lasi
month a former police officer emerged
to substantiate the men's testimony of
beatings and intimidation in custody. A
substantial public and media lobby in
support of the six had built up both in
Ireland and Britain. Hurd and the gov-
ernment have therefore acted to mini-
mise damage, calculating that to do

nothing would be more politically
damaging than to take the risk of expos-
ing a frame-up in which the police, the
Home Office and the judiciary are all
implicated.

Steering a safe path through the num-
erous storms reopening the case will
involve, will be very difficult for the Es-
tablishment. As Chris Mullin, author of
Error of Judgement wrote after Hurd’s
announcement:

‘To admit that the men convicted of
the biggest murder in British history
are innocent is to accept that a world
record gquantity of perjury was com-
mitted at their trial; that the forensic
evidence was mistaken; and that the
judicial system has been bent from
top Lo bottom to achieve and sustain
these results’.’

It will also show the extent of police bru-

tality (and of police perjury — more than
20 officers testified at the trial that no
policeman had assaulted the six) and the
cvnical connivance of governments,
both Labour and Tory, in the continu-
ing imprisonment of six innocent men.
Already in the press Lord Denning
(now safely retired)is being criticised for
the extraordinary judgement he used in
1980 to stop the six suing the police for
beating them up in custody. He said:

If the six men win, it will mean that
the police were guilty of perjury, that
they were guilty of violence and
threats, that the confessions were in-
voluntary . ..and that the convic-
tions were erroneous . . . This is such
an appalling vista that every sensible
person in the land would say *“*It can-
not be right that these actions should
go any further”.'

This judgement which basically says that
not justice but expediency dictates legal
practice, has been known to the report-
ers and others now criticising for years,
But now that the wind has changed
direction it can safely be criticised and
made known 1o a wider public.

For the Guildford 4 and the Maguire
family the situation is even more diffi-
cult. Those involved in their frame-up
are still securely lodged in top Establish-
ment positions, Sir Michael Havers,
now the longest-serving Attorney Gene-

Free all framed prisoners

ral this century, was the Chief Prosecu-
tor against the Guildford 4. Moreover,
for the Home Office and the Appeal
Cour} to be able to keep any credibility,
they must be able to argue that if the Bir-
mingham 6 case was ‘a miscarriage of
justice’ then it was an isolated one. How
could they sustain this fiction if not only
the six but also the Guildford 4 and the
Maguires — 17 people in all — were all
shown (o be frame-up victims? To admit
this would be to admit that a systematic
policy of denying all rights and all jus-
tice to Irish people had been adopted by
the courts of this country and sanctified
in such legislation as the Prevention of
Terrorism Act,

To avoid this ‘appalling vista® the
Home Office has used the convenient
fiction of ‘new evidence’ to separate the
Birmingham 6 from the Guildford 4 and
the Maguirecases. It isa manoeuvre that
they must not be allowed to get away
with. Now can be seen the full tragedy of
the needless winding up of the campaign
for the Guildford 4. The Guildford 4
have served the equivalent of a seven-
teen vear sentence. The Maguires and
their relatives have had their lives effect-
ively wrecked by the frame-up. Itisnow
up to all those who know the truth to
combine to ensure that @/l the framed
prisoners are released.

Maxine Williams

The campaign against the
Anglo-Irish Agreement

is facing problems

Two faces
of Loyal ism

Despite the New Year's Day bonfires, lit as a symbol of continuing
loyalist opposition to the Anglo-Irish Agreement, their campaign has
yet to spark any reaction from the British government. At the moment

the ‘Grand’ petition to the Queen

demanding a referendum plus a

publicity campaign against the Agreement are all the campaign con-
sists of. Even the much-vaunted refusal to hold council meetings as a
form of protest looks set to crumble in the face of court cases and

possible fines.

But behind the constitutional protests
the usual loyalist menace and terror are
still at work, Last year 1,100 familics
were driven from their homes by lovalist
terror, No doubt door-to-door canvas-
sing for their petition will be another
method of intimidation,

The less constitutional side of loyalist
politics was also revealed at the Dublin
trial of Peter Robinson, Paisley’s Depu-
ty in the DUP. Last yvear he led a mob of
300 in an invasion of Clontibret, in the
Twenty Six Counties. Evidence in court
showed that physical brutality, criminal
damage and mass terror was inflicted on
the small town. A gardai was beaten
severely and the mob only dispersed by
shots.

The casecould have provided an excel-
lent opportunity to teach bully-boy Rob-
inson a lesson. Typically, the court
made a deal with Robinson and he
pleaded guilty to one charge thus having
the other eleven dropped. He was fined
a miserable £15,000 for illegal assembly
— less than the cost of the damage done
and far less than the cost of bringing him
to the feeble justice of the Irish ruling
class. The judge withdrew even his very
mild eriticism of Robinson as an extrem-

Peter Robinson

ist. Murderous gangs of loyalists are not
‘extremists’ for the Twenty Six Counties
courts whereas Republicans certainly
are and can be extradited and impris-
oned.

Maggie Mellon

REPUBLICAN NEWS
B

Bloody Sunday
Commemoration
Over 3000 people marched on Saturday 31

January to commemorate the brutal||

murder by the British army of 14 unarmed
civiians on Bloody Sunday 1972. The
demonstration marched through Shef.
field City Centre 1o a rally In Sheffield
Town Hall. Small groups of fascists har-
assed and attacked the march and there
were 19 arrests.

Speakers at the rally included: Sinn
Fein’s Tony Docherty (whose {ather was
one of those murdered on Bloody
Sunday); Brenda Downes (Uniled Cam-
paign against Plastic Bullets); Women
Against Pit Closures; IBRG; Shefiield
Asian Youth Movement. The Irish Free-
dom Movement along with several other
solidarity organisations including the
Irish Solidarly Movement, was denied
speaking rights and IFM members mount-
ed the platform and forced the organisers
fo allow them to speak. Such scenes
would not have occurred had the organis-
ing commitiee been set up on a broad,
democratic basis rather than a sectarian
and exclusive one.

Gordon

Fine Gael

End of theline

After four years the Fine Gael/Labour coalition government in Ireland
has finally collapsed. On 17 February 1987, election day, FitzGerald
and Co will almost certainly be thrown out of office having bankrupted
the country. Officially Labour resigned from the coalition and forced
an election over proposed new spending cuts of close to IRE140m in
public services, especially in health and education. In reality Labour
has accepted every such attack on the working class but seeing that
an election was inevitable, pretended to be opposed to the latest cuts.

FitzGerald and his monetarist pohues
have left the Irish economy in ruins and
thrown thousands into poverty. Unem-
ployment is at an all-time high of over
250,000 — 19.3% of the workforce. The
national debt stands at IR£24 billion
almost all income tax revenue goes on
just servicing this huge debt. 100,000
people have emigrated during this gov-
ernment’s term of office. Over 30% of
the population rely on social welfare
benefits. It is these very people that
FitzGerald’s budget wanted to hit. At
the same time foreign investment has
poured in, taking advantage of low
wages and tax-free profits. FitzGerald
has served the imperialist banks and
multinationals well.

Alongside this has gone even greater
slavishness towards imperialism. Fitz-
Gerald will be remembered for the 1985
Anglo-Irish Agreement which legitimis-
ed the British presence in Ireland and
gives direct state aid to the British mur-
der machine. Extradition on demand is
now areality following the 1986 Extradi-
tion Act. As a result Republicans are
handed over to face British injustice.
Fine Gael also renewed Section 31 of the
Broadcasting Act on the day before the
government collapsed. This bans Sinn
Fein from TV and radio.

[reland today is the most policed state
in the world per head of the population,
T'here is one policeman for every 309
peopleintheSouth. In 1985 afthe 11,300
Gardai, 2,000 were armed detectives. So
much for the myth of an unarmed
police force, The democratic rights af
many sections, be they nationalists, civil
libertics groups, active trade unionists,

Fight Racism! Fight imperialisn

have come under attack from the police
and courts.

Hell bent on getting Ircland into
NATO (officially) FitzGerald rushed
through the Singl¢ European Act. This
Act ties Irish foreign policy to that of the

EEC, whose member states are all
NATO members.

The electorate will not forget the rec-
ord of the Coalition. Haughey's Fianna
Fail party looks set to form the next gov-
ernment. Despite loud c¢laims that he
offers an alternative, Haughey’s poli
cies are effectively the same. They are
already boasting that they are more re
pressive towards Sinn Fein and support
ive of the British Army!

However, there is a real alternative
Sinn Fein are entering this election anc
are promising (o ‘challenge the corrug
tion of the Twenty Six County politica

ind economic system’
Cathal McGrath
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Abortion — the right
to decide?

Dear FRF1
"m concerned about the series of
comments which have been made in
the pages of FRFI on the questions
- of abortion in relation to the struggle
for self-determination in Ireland.
The question of abortion, as with
~ all other internal policy decisions, is
- smgularly & matter for the Irish
. people to decide upon, and with a
- siruggle for determination in pro-
- gressitis, at least, ill considered fora
- British communist newspaper (o
- interfere.
Ome aspect of this issue is the ob-
- wious chauvinism involved but there
- are also the religious considerations.

- ‘Chauvinism', ‘offending religious
_sentiments', ignorance of commun-
&t principles — by a small mention of
the issue of abortion in Ireland we
‘seem 10 have sinned greatly in the
‘eves of cde BM. No such response
was forthcoming when we previously
‘commented on the appalling divorce
dows in Ireland or on other social
ssswes. Forgive the suspicion, there-
Jore, that this is really an objection
our position on abortion rather
adherence to the principle of
mon-interference in the affairs of op-
' peoples.
. 'Sensitive' issue or not, access to
whortion is a democratic right 1he
wenial of which intensifies the op-
ry‘on of women and serves only
#he Jrish ruling class. There is no
eommunist principle that forces us to
silent on this point. Nor does our
Jor the fight against British
walism in Ireland bind us to
sement with the programme of
Irish political organisation on
ion or other social issues. Cde

ters

Communists must take the greatest
care not to offend the religions senti-
ments of those they seek to support.

The oppressed in Ireland don't
suffer from the illusion that aver
population is the cause of their prob-
lem, they, and communists in Britain
should understand that British rule is
the one and only cause of the oppres-
sion and that no amount of fiddling
will alter that.

As Lenin pointed out ‘the condi-
tions in the oppressed nation are not
the same as those in the oppressor,
not in any way.” Hence can British
communists apply their particular
social guidelines, without breaking
this fundamental point.

Sincerely comradely
BM
Liverpool

BM would have a point about chau-
vinism if we made our support jor
the liberation movement in Ireland
conditional on its having @ progress-
ive position on the question of abor-
tion. We make no such condition.
As for the overpopulation red-
herring — what exactly is cde BM
saying? Women don’t seek abortion
Jor reasons of overpopulation but
out of dire necessity. The provision
of abortion may be ‘fiddling’ (so is
paying unemployment benefii —are
you against that too?) but it would
help 1o relieve the suffering of those
women who need it. Or are these
women's questions just too insignifi-
cant ro ‘fiddle’ with and so the reac-
tionary status quo should stand?
The liberation of women in Ire-
land in intimately connected with the
JSight to defeat imperialism. We have
every confidence in the ability of the
, Irish women, who have fought along-
' side the men, to secure their own
emancipation,
Maxine Williams

ension is inexorably growing here
Long Lartin, formerly considered
most liberal and protest-free pri-
7 within the entire British long
s prison system, Earlier last year
Home Office Prison Department
pppointed a new Governor here, Joe
nittie, a ruthless and belligerent
sciplinarian whose treatment of
d attitude towards prisoners at
Gartree during the seventies was
Hiefly responsible for the uprising
ere in 1978,
Whittie likes to boast that he was
et here to Long Lartin as ‘a man
“ih & mission’, interpreted by the
wsoners as a frank admission that
e was put here to screw the place
pwn, and bring the regime into line
nth that of more oppressive and
sbaric long term prisons like Alba-
. Frankland and Wakefield: Whit-
denies this when confronted
ly, though he speaks in terms
‘protecting’ the tolerant regime
the ‘manipulation’ of ‘subvers-
and trouble-makers’',
Some of the measures he has so far
ented in order to ‘protect’ the
include tighter restrictions on
its, often 1o the degree of having a
's visitors strip-searched;
automatic imposition of solitary
mement and substantial loss of
ission for the most trivial of rule
jons; significantly more cell
body searches, and greater use
the CI 10774 *lay-down’ system,
ore he arrived at Long Lartin, the
tion/punishment block here
rarely used. Now it is always
yded, necessitating  the
@l of prisoners on to a ‘lay-
* elsewhere simply in order to
space in the block. This is of
2 flagrant abuse and violation
ahe C1 10/74 system.
year free association time in
evenings shall be reduced by an
pur, and vocally dissatisfied with
r;;toﬁubilil) of the prison work-
5. Whittie has threatened the
on of a new disciplinary
M for “offences’ relating to *being
e 3¢ labour”.
Fhe Long Lartin Prison Officers

Association (POA) consider Whittic
something of a messiah, and had
long demanded the appointment
hereof a ‘*hard’ governor prepared to
sanction their new ‘get tough' ap-
proach towards prison discipline.
The prison department have now
given the screws the man they want,

Whittie, a former uniformed
screw himself, aligns himself totally
with his staff and shares completely
their crude jailers’ philosophy that
prisoners’ basic rights are incompat-
ible with ‘secure containment and
effective control”, During the sup-
pression of the 1978 Gartree uprising
Whiltie organised, deployed and in
some instances even led the riot-
squad that was later accused of at-
tacking defenceless and unarmed
prisoners with illicit weapons such as

" claw-hammers and crow-bars.

Whittie'sappointment here is clear
evidence that the Home Office prison
department intend to instigatc and
provoke amajor disturbance at Long
Lartin in order to justify the imposi-
tion of an oppressive ‘post riot re-
gime', This has been their general
strategy in regards o the entire Jong-
term dispersal prison system since
the mid seventies when a political
decision wastaken to roll back there-
forms and rights achieved by long-
term prisoners during thestruggles of
the late sixties and early seventies.
Thepattern began at Hullin 1976 and
took shape at Gartree in 1978, D
Wing Scrubs 1979 and Albany in
1983.

Before the present decade is over
the prison department will have com-
pletely restructured the entire long-
term prison system, and in the pro-
cess have crushed and destroyed the
most basic and elemental rights of
those confined and contained within
it. Joe Whittie is banking on his abil-
ityto savagely put downanyrebellion
here, caused by his intolerant and
provocative treatment of the prison-
ers, His whole *carcer’ depends on i,
but the cost in ‘taking the prison
back’ might well involve more thana
physical skirmish with disorganised
and defenceless prisoners, in prepar-
ation for which he has recently begun
a ‘MUFT! squad' training pro-
gramme,

Long Lartin Revolutionary
Prisoners Nucleus
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® Get into print
Write to FRFI with your
news, views and
comment, FRFI, BCM
Box 5909 London WCIN
3IXX.

They may take my
freedom . ..

Dear Comrades

I would like to thank you for the
FRFI paper that so far I've been re-
ceiving wihout any trouble.

I would like to relate to you an
incident which has just cost me seven
days remission today. I was placed
on report yesterday after a social
visit because the screws said that the
VO that was used had been altered
and that | obtained a visit from my
wife that wasn't due. The charge
brought against me was one of good
order and discipline which as we all

know is a catch all rule. | wrote my
case out on the back of the charge
sheet explaining that I applied for a
VO and that it was sent out through
the proper prison channel, and that
if there was any kind of discrepancy
why was it allowed out of the prison.

But the governor chose (o ignore
my question and of course the charge
was found proven, which as | say
cosl me seven days remission, plus
the forfeiture of a VO, The governor
said that she wasn't satisfied with my
explanation which was a foregone
conclusion with me anyway.

Still comrades, they may take my
freedom, but one thing they will

never be able to take away from meis'

my pride, dignity and spirit.
Yours in the struggle
Danny Doolan

HMP Coldingley

PS I've just heard on the radio that
Douglas Hurd has referred the Bir-
mingham Six to the court of appeal.
Not before time. Let’s hope it will be
successful and justice at long last can
be seen to be done.

South Africa—
breaking through the
censorship

To all at FRFI

To date, as a subscriber, | have so far
received about six or seven copies of
FRFI. Each one of these has shown a
great spirit of concern for society,
and I must congratulate everyone in-
volved in putting FRFI together each
month.

As you are aware, press freedom
no longer exists in South Africa, and
viewpoints alternative to those of the
government are hard to come by at
this time. For these reasons, and
others too, I no longer view reading
FRFI each time as merely a chance Lo
come into contact with these “alter-
native viewpoints'; FRFI now pro-
vides me with basic information

about what is happening in my own
country. My right to hear about
these things ‘legally’ here in South
Africa has been denied.

I value each article highly and just
wish that such publications as FRF1
were freely available to me in South
Africa. Especially 1 appreciated the
piece *The Irangate Scandal: Reagan
unmasked” (Jan 1987). It is this type
of journalism that | hardly ever get
to see — and it was brilliant,

Best wishes for 1987. May I wish
you also every success in your cam-
paigns against all injustices — you
have the right attitudes. It is really
great to see that people so far away
from the various injustices care
enough to get up and react, and do
something towards improving the
situation.

Many thanks
From a reader in South Africa

Ireland — asset
strippers’ paradise

Dear FRFI
In his article in FRFI, issue no 63,
Jim O’Rourke gave a vivid and gra-
phic description of life in the Twenty
Six Counties under the present Fine
Gael coalition ‘government'. The
appalling unemployment figures,
coupled with mass emigration and
poverty for hundreds of thousands
of working class people must be con-
demned for what it is—greed! The
greed of the rich — who like vermin
live off the backs of the poor and op-
pressed section of the Irish people.

On & recent visit 1o Ireland | met
many of these people who have heen
thrown out of their jobs, seen their
factories shut and dismantled, and in
some cases —in fact many cases —
have received no compensation or re-
dundancy of any kind, It has become
an assel strippers paradise. And the
unemployment figures continue to
risc even higher. In October the fig-
ure was 238,000 men and women on
the scrap-heap. The figures just
recently admitted are 250,178 vic-
tims and even these are not true, the
real figure is more like 260,000, and
many trade unionists [ met claim the
figure is much higher, with ‘govern-
ment" hacks juggling and falsifying
the true records.

In the 1960s (and even the early
seventies) some gains were made by

organised working class action, and
better conditions were won, and
wages rose steadily —up 1o a point.
But James Connally has been proven
right time and time again. When
speaking to a rally in Dublin in 1914
and saying that ‘governments in
capitalist society are but committees
of the rich to manage the affairs of
the capitalist class’ — coukl he even
have known that the present Twenty
Six Counties puppet state, seventy
three years later, would be the best
example of why he was right, and
how this evil system works?

Of course it is true also to say the
coalition is in crisis and will crumble
soon. But returning to power a Fian-
na Fail regime will not in any way
change the economy or the continu=
ing oppression of the hardest-hit sec-
tion of the population — the working
class, the unemployed, and the de-
prived. Haughey, the multi-million-
gire leader of Fianna Fail has no
intention of changing anything.
Control of the economy is out of his
hands, and the rich multi-nationals
rule the roost, as they have for along
time,

This is the reality of the situation,
and only by the defeat of the Irish
ruling class bureaucracy can Irish
workers defend themselves against
this onslaught.

Fraternal greetings
Michael Holden

Branch Secretary

(ACTT Hemel Hempstead)

|

Immigration laws —
the Jewish
experience

The following is a letter sent to the
Guardian last month in support of
Viraj Mendis. It was not printed but
we are pleased to publish it in FRFI.
Sir,

Several letters have already appeared
in your columns correctly condemn-
ing the threatened deportation of
Viraj Mendis to Sri Lanka —where
he will be in undoubted danger of
arrest or execution because of his
acknowledged support for the Tam-
ils. Immigration lawyers are daily
aware of the Home Office’s refusal
to grant asylum to those flecing per-
sécution. The only resort to which
asylum seekers now have is not the
law —though there is a theoretical ex-
ception in the immigration legisla-
tion for refugees — but publicity and
campaigning,

Thecase of Viraj Mendis well illus-
trates this, Italso reveals as hypocriti-
cal the assumption that this country
in some way welcomes those flecing
persecution, The entire history of
immigration controls proves this is
not the case.

The Jewish experience is reveal-
ing. The first immigration law, the
Aliens Act of 1905, was deliberately
designed to keep out Jewish refugees
fleeing massacres in Eastern Europe.
Though the Aliens Act again con-

taned an cxemption for asylum
seekers yet this was only nominal and
rarcly invoked. The Jewish Chron-
icle for the period 1905 onwards pro-
vides many instances of Jews being
deported back to certain death. A
well-known case in 1907 was that of
Pinhas Serachim who was refused
asylum even though he was a mem-
ber of the Bolshevik Party who had
escaped from Russia after being im-
prisoned for shooting a police spy.
Exactly the same attitude was adopt-
ed towards Jewish refugees fleeing
Nazi persecution three decades later,

The Home Office in the 1930s
blocked the entrance of all but a
handful of Jews. The Times of 20
August 1938 reported how one
magistrate sentenced to imprison-
ment a group of Jewish refugees who
had smuggled themselves into the
UK from Nazi Germany. This magis-
trate stated that it was ‘becoming an
outragg the way in which stateless
Jews are pouring in from every port
in the country’ and as far as he was
concerned he intended ‘to enforce
the law to its fullest extent’.

It is this tradition that David
Waddington is now following in
attempting to deport Viraj Mendis —
and it is to the credit of the congreg-
ants of the Church of the Ascension
in Manchester in providing sanc-
tuary to this further victim of British
immigration law.

Yours
Steve Cohen
South Manchester Law Centre

Opportunism in Iran
and Britain

Dear Comrades

The Iranian revolution in 1979 was
betrayed by the ‘Communist’ Tudeh
Party of Iran. The Tudeh Party had
the opportunity to lead the working
class of Iran towards a socialist revo-
lution. Instead they sided with the
bourgeoisie and Khomeini’s capital-
ist aims,

This resulted in the establishment
of a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie
and Khomeini's reactionary regime.
The Tudeh Party, fully behind this
oppressive regime, made a stand
which was viciously hostile to the
progressive anti-Khomeini organisa-
tions so much so that they joined the
firing squads at the time of the mass
executions of Mojahedin and other
anti-Khomeini activists.

Tudeh’s support for the Khomeini
regime did not change until the re-
gime had no further use for them and
arrested Tudeh’s leading members,
These days Tudeh claims its most
important task is to overthrow the
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Khomeini regime. But one cannot
forget that not very long ago Tudch
blew the horns for the very same re-
gime.

Today in Britain the Tudeh Party
and the ‘“Communist’ Party of Great
Britain (CPGB) go hand in hand.
The Morning Star’s pages and
Tudeh's biros have made an insepar-
able alliance. In fact, the CPGB’s
stand in the Anti-Apartheid Move-
ment is identical with and parallel to
the stand taken by Tudeh at the time
of Iran's revolution.

Attacks - on  progressive move-
ments by Tudeh in Iran are now
applied to the progressive City AA
by the CPGB and the leadership of
the AAM. This was clearly demon-
stratedat the AAM AGMin January,
The CPGB stands side by side with
the bourgeoisic and aristocrats in the
AAM. We should not underestimate
the importance of organising against
such opportunists. The Iranian
people have paid thousands of lives
for the collaboration of the Tudeh
Party.

Yours in struggle
Kamran Mashadi

GLASGOW VIRAJ MENDIS
SUPPORT GROUP
Meets fortnightly at 7. at
the AUEW Union Halls, West
Regent Street.

Neaxt meetings:
Wednesday 18 February
Wednesday 4 March

London FRFI
Public Meeting

Britain out of apartheid
Apartheid out of Britain
Close down the racist
South African embassy

Wednesday 25 February
London School of Economics
Houghton Street, WC2
1-2pm

TALK POLITICS
WITH THE RCG

Discussions on our
Manifesto,
The Revolutionary Road to
Communism in Britain.
Every Sunday 7-9pm at Conway
Hall, Red Lion Square, London
WC2 (nearest tube Holborn)
February 8: The crisis of British
imperialism
February 15: Ireland and British
imperialism
February 22: The revolutionary
struggle of black people
March 1: South Africa and British
imperialism
March 8: British imperialism and
the split in the working class
March 15: Building & communist
movement in Britain



WEEK OF ANTI-
FASCIST ACTION

called by
Leeds Anti-Fascist
Action and Leeds
Trades Council
Saturday 7-14
February

@ LEEDS AFA
BENEFIT

Saturday 7 February
8’til late
Rock and Root Against
Racism

with the Merons, Creation Rebel and
Chumbawamba

® OPEN MEETING

Fascism, Racism and the
Right
Tuesday 10 February
7.30pm
Leeds Trades Club, Savile
Mount, LS7

Speakers: Michael McGowan MEP,
Karen Roberts (VMDC), Searchhight
and Newcastle AFA

® PUBLIC MEETING

Combating Fascism —a
Women’s Issue

Wednesday 11 February
7.30pm

Leeds Trades Club, Savile
Mount, LS7.

® DAY OF ACTION

Leeds Trade Union & Community
Defence Campaign

Saturday 14 February
10am to 2pm
Dortmund Square, Leeds
Build broader links — strest jheatre,
displays, City Group Singers and
speakers

GLASGOW FRFI

® WEEKLY PICKET
SOUTH AFRICAN
CONSULATE
Come and join us — every
Saturday from 3-4pm starting
21 February
Close down the South African

Embassy and Consulate! March
with City AA to Trafalgar Square!

® PUBLIC MEETING
Tuesday 3 March 7.30pm
AUEW Union Halls, West
Regent Street, Glasgow.

@ Glasgow FRFI holds
regular fortnightly
educationals, discussing
everything from Scottish
prisons to the imperialist
crisis.

For details of all FRFI
meetings and activities in
Glasgow, write to Glasgow
FRFI, Box 10, 340 West
Princes Street, Glasgow.

FRFI FUND DRIVE

A warm thanks to all our readers and
supporters who helped us reach a grand
total of £654.02 for January. This is
£154.02 over target!

We want the February figure to be even
larger, We rely on our monthly fund drive to
keep FRFI at its current low price,

Have YOU thought of making a
contribution to our fund drive, You can
make a one off donation. Or you can join us
in our work campaigning against apartheid,
racism and smperialism. lain one of our
supporter groups and help them raise
money for our newspaper.

FRFI 55 now campagning wrgeatly to save
our comrade Viraj Mendis from deportation
and death in Sri Lanka. Help us in this,
rush a donation in immediately.

Cheques/postal orders payable to Larkin
Publications. Post to FRFI, BCM Box 5909,
Londan WCIN 3XX.

I/we want to donate £
FRFI Fund

Name/(rganisation
Address
Dosdo nol pablish my name/organisation

to the

Organise to

Last month we said that both the campaigns that FRFI is
centrally involved in were facing decisive challenges. The
events of January have borne this out. Our members and
supporters must take the lead in both of these campaigns in
pushing on to new levels of organisation and mobilisatlon.
Even greater numbers and wider political forces must be

reached NOW!
Non-Stop Against Apartheid
The AAM AGM proved conclusively

that a line has been drawn between
those who are prepared to fight non-

| stop against apartheid and those who
| would rather remain as ‘Kinnock’s

poadles’.

The greatest possible forces must
be drawn behind the line of uncom-
promising action against apartheid
which City AA and the Non-Stop
Picket represents. City AA’s nat-
ional demonstration on 14 March is
the test of our ability to build a new
fighting movement against apart-
heid. Thousands of people must be
mobilised from all over Britain to
march with City AA in support of
the picket and non-stop action
against apartheid,

This can be acheived if our trend
within the movement is reflected in
an organised fashion up and down
the country, City AA is asking all its
supporters outside London to begin

this process by setting up Non-Stop
Against Apartheid groups, which
identify with the fighting spirit of the
non-stop picket and respond to and
launch local initiatives. FRFI is
asking all of its members and sup-
porters to launch these groups in
areas where we are active. Invites

VMDC - a challenge

to the

Left

Viraj Mendis’ fight against deportation demands all the sup-
port which left and progressive organisations in Britain can
muster. He is an avowed communist, in sanctuary in a church,
fighting for his life against deportation to Sri Lanka. His
campaign to defy Britain's racist immigration controls is a
major challenge to the British ruling class. It is also a chal-

- lenge to the left in Britain — will they help to win a victory for

Viraj and for all black people fighting deportations?

Unfortunately, the left, with the
exception of the WRP (Workers
Press) has signally failed to support
the Viraj Mendis Defence Campaign
(YMDC). A typical example of the
left’s attitude is found in the
Socialist Workers Party’s (SWP)
newspaper, In the 10 January issue
of Socialist Worker (SW) we found a
brief report on the YMDC tucked in
an obscure corner of page 14. The
report describes Viraj as ‘active in
the Sri Lankan Communist Party’.
This is at best ignorance, at worst a
deliberate lie. Viraj has never had
any relation with the Sri Lankan
Communist Party. He is a member
of the RCG in Britain, Commenting
on the Saturday 20 December
V¥MDC demonstration SW says:

‘Unfortunately, the size of the
demonstration together with the
lack of trade union and Labour
Party banners illustrated the
weakness of the campaign ... It
is difficult to sce where the
campaign can go from here. Sup-
porters were encouraged to write

London FRFI
Public Meeting

Support Viraj Mendis
in sanctuary

Monday 2 March
Small Hall, Conway Hall
Red Lion Square, Holbomn
London WC1
(nearest tube Holborn)
7.30pm
Invited Speakers
Revd David Haslam, Karen from
Manchester VMDC, CPSA (Home
Office), FRFI, City AA,
Kings X Women's Centre

to MPs, but it is this kind of
strategy that has hamstrung the
campaign for the last two years.'

Unfortunately the size of the
demonstration had something to do
with the fact that the SWP and much
of the left did not support it. The
SWP's report can only drive support
away from the VMDC. Why should
SWP members support a campaign
which is *hamstrung’, offers nothing
but appeals to MPs and, worst of all,
has no trade union or Labour Party
support?

In fact, the VMDC has won sig-
nificant trade union and Labour
Party support: at least eight trades
councils, branches of NUPE,
ASTMS, T&G, ASTMS, ACTSS,
NUM, NALGO, the CPSA Home
Office branch (who attend the Lon-
don Support Group), Peter Heath-
field of the NUM, and dozens of
Labour Party branches and constitu-
encics and others. So much support
has built up that the Labour Party
NEC voted on Wednesday 28 Janu-
ary to support the YMDC. The
VMDC has worked hard and suc-
cesslully to win trade union and Lab-
our Party support. But it recognises
that the Labour and trade union
movement dominated by the ‘new
realism’ is not going to be the force
which will lead a serious anti-racist,
anti-deportation struggle in Britain.

Instead, the campaign has provi-
ded the framework for uniting all
possible forces to fight against
Yiraj's deportation. Anti-deporta-
tion campaigns, black organisa-
tions, many labour movement org-
anisations (including the Labour
Party NEC), churches, the AAM,
Republican prisoners in  Ireland,
prisoners in Britain, anarchists,
peace campaigners, Amnesty Inter-
national, and many others have all

joined to defend Viraj’s right 1o stay.
Far from the VMDC being ‘ham-
strung' it is daily building support.
Waddington has come under so
much pressure that he has been
compelled to starl a red-scare witch-
hunt against us and to reply person-
ally in a letter to the Guardian to the
protest against his decision. This is
the result of the communist, demo-
cratic strategy of Viraj's organ-
isation, the RCG, in building the
campaign. Unlike the SWP we don't
treat with contempt those outside the
Labour and trade union movement,
neither will we narrow down our
work to a Labour and trade union
movement which has proved itsell
too *weak’ and *hamstrung’ to def-
end the jobs and living standards of
its own members,

The VMDC is a broad, democratic
campaign which has-room for all
those who support Viraj’s right to
stay. Hts main work has not consisted
of appeals to MPs alone, The camp-
aign has organised a march from
Manchester to London through
black and working class areas, has
occupied Waddington’s offices, the
Immigration Appeals Court in Lon-
don, organised dozens of public
meetings, street meetings and speak-
ing tours of anti-racist, trade union,
student unions, community and
other organisations. The VMDC
supported the *84-'85 miners strike,
it supports anti-apartheid activity, in
particular the Non-Stop Picket, and
has been instrumental in building
many other successful anti-depor-
lation campaigns in Manchester.

It is as a result of this broad
activity that it has built up
tremendous support and respect.
The SWP has to abandon its ridicu-
lous obsession with the Labour and
trade union movement to the exclu-
sion of any developments outside
that framework. No socialist org-
anisation can remain on the sidelines
when a black communist is threat-

fight with FRFl

must go to all those who want to sce
maore action against apartheid to
attend meetings to launch these
groups. The 14 March demonstra-
tion must be scen as the first impor-
tant mobilisation —one which will
prove that a new fighting tradition is
being born. .

® Write immediately to trade
unions and trades councils for spon-
sorship, ask to come and speak 10
their meetings in support of the
request,

® Get to local colleges and schools.
Ask Student Unions to provide tran-
sport, to mobilise and support.

@ \Write to and visit local organisa-
tions and groups-— Labour Party,
Socialist Workers Party, solidarity
groups. Convince them of how
important it is to support the initia-
tive of City AA.

® Build for public meetings in each
area with speakers from the Non-
Stop Picket and with the FRFI Non-
Stop for Mandela video on the
picket.

® Work out a programme of activi-
ties — actions such as 24 Hour pickets
Shell boycott actions and trolley pro-
tests in apartheid-buying stores.

The aim of these groups must be to
provide an alternative to the bureau-
cratic inaction of the AAM, and to
step up the level of protest through-
out the country, Urgent — Non Stop
until all the buses to 14 March are

filled!

Viraj Mendis Will Stay!
Stop the Deportations!
Thisisthe mobilising demand for the
mass conference called by the
VMDC for 11712 April which the
FRFI comrades in the campaign ar-

| gued for. It represents both the im-

ened with deportation to torture and .
death. We appeal to all SWP mem- |

bers to join us in this campaign and
to bring along those trade unions
over whom they have any influence.

Eddie Abrahams and
Maggie Mellon

mediate interests of the Viraj Mendis
campaign and the interests of all
those faced with fighting the racist
nationality laws. The fight to keep
Viraj Mendis in this country must be
won so that we can have a movement
strong enough to stop all deporta-
tions. However, we recognise that
his campaign ¢an 't be won if it is not
seen as part of the whole anti-racist
resistance in this country, that it is
state racism which we are fighting
and that thousands more must seg
their struggles in this light.

Viraj has been in sanctuary since
20 December. Now the task is to

greatly broaden the active support,

The publicity which we have gained
for his struggle must be used to build
a whole network of action and
mobilisadon, radiating from the
Manchester VMDC outwards.

The 11/12 April Conference has
Lo be mobilised for all around the
country and all anti-racist groups
and individuals urged to attend. The
London Support Group can do in-
valuable work with this in getting
sponsorship, mobilising and publi-
cising. With the run-up to a General
Election approaching it is vital that
all candidates are approached and
asked to sign the pledge initiated by
Paul Boateng when he spoke at a
VMDC meeting in London last sum-
mer. That is that he, if elected MP,
will undertake to invite Viraj to a
Grand Committec in the House of
Commons to hear his casc against
the racist laws which are threatening
his life.

All local supporters must now:

® Book transporl for the April con-
ference,

® Get as wide sponsorship for the
event as possible—from trade
unions, political groups, and partics,
church groups, colleges and univer-
sities.

® Make the pledge of action an
issue with every Labour Party con-
stituency.

® Get local publicity for Viraj's
fight = in the press, through flypost-
ing and leafletting,

Make sure that all those against rac-
ism take a stand for Viraj and make
sure that they know about and will

| attend the April Conference.

Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! February 1987

Dundee Anti-Apartheid
Group

Release Nelson Mandela!
Release All South Alrican
Political Prisoners!

STREET MEETING

Saturday 14 February
12-4pm, City Square,
Dundee

PUBLIC MEETING
AND NON-STOP
PICKET VIDEO

Monday 23 February
7.30pm
Conference Room,
Wellgate Centre, Dundee

MARCH FOR
MANDELA
14 March
Mobilisation

Sheflield

Transport and other information

clo Sheffield Centre for Unemployed
Wes! Street, Sheffieid 1

Leeds

Transport and other information

cia Box FRFI, 46 The Calls, Leeds 1
Manchester

Coaches depart 7.30am Mandela
Bullding, All Saints, Oxford Road,
Manchester. Tickets: £5 waged £3
unwaged. Available from: cio FRFI, &2
Progress Buildings, 431 Cheetham
Hill Road. Manchester, M8, Tel (061)
795 3870

Scotland

Coach details for 14 March from:
FRFI, Box 10, 340 West Princes
Street, Glasgow G4 and FRFI, Bax 40,
43 Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh
Liverpool

Coaches departl 7.00am, Pierhead.
Liverpool, Tickets: £7 waged, £4.50
unwaged. Available from Sunset
Calfé, News from Nowhere,
Whitechapsl

Hull

Transport and other information
Hull Against Apartheld, ¢/o 19 May
Street, Hull

Merseyside Non-Stop
Against Apartheid

STREET MEETING

11-2pm every Saturday
Church Street, Liverpool
24 HOUR PICKET
5pm-5pm
Friday 6 — Saturday 7
March
Williamson Square

Bulld 14 March! Release Nelson
Mandela!

PUBLIC MEETING

-2.30pm Wednesday 18
February
AEU Mount Pleasant,
Liverpool
Speakers: ROG, Cry AA WRP (Workers
Press)

CITY OF LONDON ANTI-
APARTHEID GROUP
SPEAKING TOUR
16-18 February in Merseyside
Contact Merseyside Non-Stop

Against Apartheid, c/o Lark Lane
Books, Lark Lane, Liverpool 15.

| Greenwich & Lewisham Councils

‘Policing
the Irish
Community’

Conference
Saturday 28 February, 1987
10.00am - 4.30pm

Speakers, videos, workshops
Ring 854-8888, ext 2056
for further details.
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JOIN THE RCG

 Take the side of all those struggling against

. imperialism—Join the RCG!

- & movement must be built in Britain in

- solidarity with the struggling peoples of

t keeland, South Africa, Palestine, Central

- America. Help us do this—Join the RCG!

- & movement must be built here in Britain

- which stands with the oppressed fighting

: acism, repression and poverty. Help us build
Bs movement—Join the RCG!
A movement must be built which challenges

. and defeats the treachery of the opportunist

Jeaders of Britain’s Labour and trade union

- movement—Join the RCG!!

| wish to join/receive more information
' about the RCG

l
Name
Address
Tel.

[Hnm to: FRFI, BCM Box 5909,
London WCIN 3XX

> |

*‘
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= &
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VMDC pickets and
occupies
Waddington’s
surgery

On Saturday 3 January VMDC support-
ers picketed Home Office Minister
David Waddington’s surgery at Long-
bridge Conservative Club near Preston,
Having set up our picket, 4 YVMDC rep-
resentatives entered the building for a
discussion with Waddington. He was
not in the least interested, preferring to
stick to his routine of lies, insults and
racist propaganda.

After 15 minutes of his slurs and racist
abuse he declared there was no point in
further ‘discussion’. In response the
VMDC supporters announced that they
were occupying the building and started
putting a banner up. Desperately Wad-
dington tried to pull it down, After 10
minutes prevarication Waddington call-
ed the police before disappearing
through the fire exit. We continued our
occupation and then joined the picket
outside to great applause.

A fortnight later on 17 January a
coachload of VMDC supporters descen-
ded on Clitheroe Conservative Club for
another picket of Waddington’s surgery
there, We were greeted by the Lanca-
shire Constabulary, However, owr rein-
forcements soon arrived in the form of
contingents from Lancaster University,
Leeds VMDC and women from Clithe-
roc CND who had heard news of the
picket on the local radio.

Karen and Morna this time wentin for
another discussion with Waddington
and were met by his now customary rac-
ism ‘Viraj is a damn nuisance, and so are
you for encouraging him', Waddington
described the YMDC as being ‘on the
lunatic left of politics and belonging (o
the Communist Party'! So much for his
claim that his political views do not enter
into this case, After the surgery ended,
we staged an impromptu march through
Clitheroe town centre,

Nick Hill

Solidarity from
prisoners

This month a tremendous show of solid-
grity has come for Viraj Mendis from prk
soners incarcerated in British prisons.,
From behind the walls of prisons as far
apart as Parkhurst in the South and Dur-
“ham in the North, warmth and greetings
llnve been extiended to our comrade
Mighting against deportation and sup-
‘port for his right to stay in Britain. .
Just days before Winston Silcott faced
the vicious revenge of the state in
court, he wrote from Wormwood
‘Scrubs, calling on ‘more organisations
2nd campaigns’ to join the fight to
‘help Vira) stay. He asked why Wad-
‘dington wantsto send ‘a young manto
‘possible death’ in Sri Lanka from a
‘country that ‘is supposed to be civilis-
ed, believe in free speech also equal
mights'. And his answer is clear—
‘Waddington is a racist. ‘Doesn’t he
kmow a man's life is at stake. Colour
wan't stand as an excuse’. Winston
‘ends his message with truly inter-
mational spirit, ‘Remember many
‘meople in this world are fighting for
their freedom, Just like Mandela -
But yet they can’t lock up his spirit.
And yours is strong.”

John Schofield, after months in
sotitary in F Wing, Wakefield, con-
wemns the ‘heartless fascists Wad-
@mgton & Co' and Berny Glennon
WParkhurst) urges Viraj to keep his
Ssparits high . . . you have a lot of
somrades helping you in your struggle
Sor freedom .. .°

Alko from Wakeficld, George
Soulson exposes British state hypo-
s why the Tories have

10 EVIOENCS gather-

~ [ el SN0 LS

Bimted Nat g Group on
sadespread torture and murder of
potitical opponents by the Sri Lankan
gezame. His answer s ‘British

ons Working

profiteering . . . They do not want to
jeopardise their investments in Sri
Lanka and money not only talks, it
shouts!”.

Qavyum Raja (Frankland), Tommy
Curliss (Lewes) and Bill Tonks
(Leeds), all salute Viraj’s stand in sup-
porting the Tamil people fighting for
freedom in Sri Lanka. And Danny
Doolan and fellow comrades at Cold-
ingley send ‘moral support in vour
plight . . . our thoughts are with you
all the way. Never give up hope.’

Bruce Childs and 8 fellow prisoners
in Parkhurst prison hospital, urge
Viraj to keep resisting ‘the political
manipulation and legal system' which
oppresses them as prisoners and Viraj.
Lastly, for now, Bob Bensusan (Park-
hurst) hopes that by the time he is
released, later this year, Viraj will have
won his right to stay.

From sanctuary Viraj sends this
message in reply:

‘1 am moved and honoured to re-
ceive so many letters from pri-
soners. 1 too am a prisoner in this
church. A prisoner because I'm
black and because I'm a commun-

(18]

ist. But “our day will come™".
Alexa Byrne

Solidarity from
prisons in Ireland

To Comrade Viraj,

In solidarity and the hope that you will
succeed in your immediate struggle
against deportation so that you can
continue your wider revolutionary work.'
Signed by Gerry Kelly and 43 other Irish
Republican Political Prisoners in ‘A’
Wing, Crumiin Road Jaji, Belfast.

And from the Twenty Six Counties,
Damien Bird, PRO for IRSP POWSs from
Portiacise Jail in a letter of solidarity
ends stating: ‘Finally, we hope at even
this late stage enough pressure can be
mounted to ensure Viraj's right to life
and liberty.'

B—
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Amnesty
International

‘Throughout 1986, Amnesty Intema-
tional has received reports of arrest
and detention of hundreds of Tamils
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA). It is recelving an increasing
number of reports that Sinhalese also
are being arresied under the PTA and
Emergency Reguiations (ER), repor-
tedly on suspicion of having links with
armed Tamil groups in the north which
advocate the establishment of Tamil
Eelam. At present, it is estimated that
over 400 Sinhalese are detained on
these grounds. Detainees held under
the PTA and ER have frequently been
subjected 1o torture and ill-ireatment
especially during periods of incom-
municado detention. There s a risk that

Viraj Mendis could face such treatment
if returned to Sri Lanka against his will'
{our emphasis). .
Statement 23 December 1986

Labour Party
National Executive

On Wednesday 28 January, the Labour
Party NEC meeting discussed and
voled to support the campaign being
conducted to prevent the deportation
of Viraj Mendis.

Anti-Apartheid

Movement

At its annual general meeting on 10/11
January, the Anti-Apartheid Movement
voted unanimously in support of a
VMDC emergency resolution opposing
the Home Office’s attempt to deport
Viraj.

Viraj] Mendis Defence Campaign
clo North Hulme Centre, Jackson Crescent
Hulme, Manchester M155AL (phone 061234
3168)

London VMDC Support Group,

BCM Box 5209, London WCIN 3XX (01 837
1688)

Glasgow VMDC Support Group,

cl/o Box 10, 340 West Princes Street,
Glasgow

Brighton YMDC Support Group,

cio External Affairs, Univarsity of Sussex SU,
Falmer Houss, Falmer, Brighton

Tyne and Wear VMDC Support Group,

clo Galeshead Law Centre, 13 Walker
Terrace, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear
Dundee VMDC Support Group,

cio FRFI, PO Box 27, Dundee DD1 8DR
Bristol VMDC Support Group

Joanne Mayer, 33 Kingston Road, Salthville,
Bristol BS3 1DS

Leeds VMDC Support Group.

Box FRFI, 59 Cookridge Street, Leeds 2

Build theVMDC!

In the 6 weeks that Viraj Mendis has been in sanctuary
enormous support has built up for his fight against
deportation. Viraj has received literally hundreds of
messages from individuals, trade unions, student and
community organisations, prisoners in Britain and republican
political prisoners in Ireland. While well over 600 people have
visited him, new support groups have been established in
Bristol, Milton Keynes and Dundee. In Manchester itself new
groups have been formed in Choriton, the North Hulme
Centre and Loretta College. Amnesty International, the Anti-
Apartheid Movement and the Labour Party NEC have also
declared opposition to the Home Office attempt to deport

Viraj.

Waddington is clearly under pressure!
But this arrogant and racist lackey of
British imperialism has not yet been
forced to move. On 21 January, Home
Office officials entered the Church of
Ascension under false pretences to issue
Viraj with a deportation order. Viraj
was told that the police had copies and
were authorised to arrest him if he left
the Church, Incensed by the grounds-
well of support for Viraj, Waddington
has responded with a hysterical witch-
hunt against the VMDC and its support-
ers accusing them of being ‘lunatic left’
and ‘irresponsible’.

Organise to break
Waddington’s back

Waddington has been stopped in the
past and can be stopped again, If we are
to save Viraj's life and defend the rights
of all anti-deportation activists in Brit-
ain we must now organise all supporters
into a formidable force capable of for-
cing Waddington to revoke the deporta-
tion order.

® There are now 10 YMDC support
groups around the country. Join one
immedinlely. If there isn’t one in your

area then form a new one. Contact Man-
chester VMDC for help in this.

® The VMDC has been invited to speak
at dozens of meetings, rallies, trade

HINVE ANIHVHD

unions and student unions and Labour
Party meetings. Get your own organisa-
tion to invite YMDC speakers.
® The VMDC has been astounded by
the generosity of supporters throughout
the country. But it still needs more
money. Organise a collection wherever
¥ou are.
@ Read ourarticle on Amnesty Intern-
ational and bombard the Home Office
with letters demanding Viraj’s right to
stay.
® Organise street events, pickets and
occupations of Home Office buildings
in your area. Go into the community
and raise the question of Viraj Mendis.
® On Saturday 14 March, VMDC will
join the City of London Anti-Apartheid
Group demonstration in London. The
VMDC is now working energetically to
build a massive anti-racist contingent
for that demonstration. Join us in this!
® On Saturday/Sunday 11/12 April,
the VMDC is organising a national con-
ference under the banner Viraj Mendis
Must Stay! Stop All Deporiations Now!
We aim to unite all forces who have sup-
ported Viraj and who oppose the racist
deportations to discuss how (o further
pile the pressure on Waddington and
force him to back down. We know that
if we win Viraj's case it will be a great
victory for all those fighting Britain’s
vile racist immigration controls.
Act now! Organise. Join your local
VMDC support group. For more infor-
mation, leaflets, posters, badges,
stickers and petitions contact the
'MDC. If you want speakers, or help to
set up a support group contacl the
VYMDC.

'MDC, c/o North Hulme Centre, Jack-
son Crescent, Manchester MI5 SAL (or
phone 061-234-3168)

Left, Waddington can be stopped
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