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HE LL.P., the C1I'. and ihe Socialist League are in

the process of forming what they call a United Front.
The LL.I’. has issucd a statement (New Leader, Dec. 25th
1936), this being the only oflicial document that we have
access Lo, and we therefore confine ourselves o it. The
need for unity is heavily emphasised in the LL.P. state-
ment, and rightly so. Not only do the workers want it,
Withour unity the working-class can never conquer,
Put unity of itself does not mean victory. The question
s unity for what. ‘The LI.I>. statement gives a list:

Abolition of the Means Test.

T.U.C. Scales of Unemployment Bencfit.

Holidays with pay.

Pensions of £1 at 6o,

Houses at rents within reach of the Workers.

Defence of Civil and ‘I'rade Union liberties.

The Marxist Group urges every working-class party,
every group and every worker 1o unite for such issues.
We would apply to join any combination fighrine for
such causes.  We have urged, and shall continue o urge
thg workers, wherever they are, 10 do this. By mass
sgitation, marches, protest meetings and strikes we can
organise the mass force of the working-class, and, by

EDITORIAL
The Meaning of the New ‘‘Left Bloc”

drawing some of the middle-class in our train, we can
bring down the National Government and put a Labour
Government 1n ; or so expose the National Government
that the workers, by militant acuion, e.g. occupying the
factories as in France, will extort some concessions and
prepare themsclves to resist the inevitable counter-atiack.
To discredit us our cnemies say that we are against unity.
It is a lic. We want unity on the basis of united action
in specified ways f{or specific purposes, as outlined above.
This is, and always has been, our programme-—- the pro-
gramme of the United Front. But the ILL.P. statement
goes much further. It advocates nationalisation of Power
and Transport, Land, Banks, Armaments. Take onc of
these-—nationalisation of land. What does that mean?
Taking the land away withont compensation? If thar
is what the L.L.P. means then that leads inevitably to a
revolution,  The Capitalists will never sit quietly and
allow their land 0 be taken away.

And where is “ this majority of .all sections of the
working-class movement,” which is ready w fight for
seizare of the land without compensation?  That is con-
scious deception or delusion. What does nationalisation
of power and transport mean? Does it mean another

London Passenger Transport Board with sweated busmen?
It so, the Marxist Group tells the workers to have nothing
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to do with any such schemes for patching up capitalism.
Bur if it means scizing the railways and the tramways,
as the Russians scized them m 1917, then again that means
revolution.  The I.1.P. has always been the most muddle-
headed party in the country, but this is the extreme fimit
of muddle and confusion.  The wortkers in Britain can
be rallied on a United Fronr 1o struggle for the abolition
of the Means I'est, Holidays with pay, etc., but indis-
criminate lumping together of vague promises, such us
nationalisation of land and transport, so far as it is a pro-
sramme at all, is not the programme of a United Front,
but can only be the programme of a revolutionary party.
How many times has the LL.I'. said that thesc things
are settled our of I"arliament by urmed conflict, that the
revolutionary party uses Parliament, bur organises itself
and secks to organise the workers step by step for the
wltimate armed struggle?  The Marxist Group left the
LL.P. a month ago, because we know that Maxton, Brock-
way, ctc., have no political principles and will say any-
thing that suits them at the moment. They have now
thrown over the necessity for the Independent Revolu-
tionary Party and are ready to struggle for making the
“unity of the working-class possible within the frame-
work of the Labour Party.”  Thar is a great treachery
and a great crime.  Unity of the working-class within
the frame-work of the Labour Party would be a disaster.
It would unify the neck of the working class movement
for the lascist Axec of British Capitalism.  Transport
House js master, and will remain master until the masses
have a clear revolutionary lead from a revolutionary party,
in which they feel they can have confidence. We have
to build such a party. There is no substitute for such a
party.  But we cannot force the workers to accept our
line. Revolutionaries therefore, put forward their policy,
and if a worker accepts it they gladly welcome him into
their ranks.  But if the worker does not, we say, “You
disagree with us about the revolution. Very well, but
we arc all workers together,  We agree that the Means
Test must be abolished, ler us carry on a joint campaign
for that, you in your organisation, we in ours, but both
members of a joint committee, or Council of Action. We
shall see whar happens then.”

Formerly the LILP. used 10 fight for affiliation on the
old basis of the Labour Party, which allowed full freedom
of action inside a Federal Organisation.  But ro-day,
although the LL.P. leaders wish 1o have freedom of voting
they say they are ready not to encourage splits or break-
aways. They want 1o fight for the “democratisation ™
of the Labour Party and they want a ** challenging Socialist
Policy.” What is a “ challenging Socialist Policy?” Will
‘Transport House adopt a challenging policy in this period
in which we live> Do Maxton and Co. believe this?
We know them. Al this means nothing else but a dis-

graceful capitulation and ultimately a scramble for shelter
in the Labour Pary.

And cven il they ger this unity---what?>  In Austria,
the Austrian Labour Party had the whole organised work-
ing-class under its command. It controlled Vienna. It
had the warning of Hitler, and yet it would not mobilise
the masses for attack, fought a defensive fight and was
therefore bound to be beaten, In Spuin, the workers are
fighting. But has Caballero declared for 2 Workers’
Spain?  Has he given the land to the peasants?  Has
he’ proclaimed independence for Spanish Morocco? Not

he 3 though Franco drew so much swrength from there.
The LL.P. caims that P.OUM. is the  Spanish
LI.P. P.O.UM. despite its mistakes, stands for the
Socialist revolution.  The T.I.I°. leadership must know
that on November tith the Caballero Governmenr sup-
pressed the paper of the P.OUM. in Madrid, and
Caballero is a man lar different from a man like Citrine
or Bevin. Caballero fights against Fascism when Fascism
attacks, but he remains as tied to Capitalism and bourgeois
democracy, as all the other Labour leaders.  For them
it is always Workers” Power and Socialismi to-morrow.
We stand for unity, but unity in United Front action on
specific issues, growing into unity behind the rcvuluti(.)n—
ary party, and we condemn any statement or action which
will Jead the workers to believe that Socialism can come
by unity within what is and always will be, a reformist
Party.

It the LL.P,, the C.P. and the Socialist League believe
all that the 1.L.P. says that they belicve, why then this
type of unity only, why don’t they join and form one
party?  If they arc agreed on all these things that would
be the casiest way our. Tf they are not agreed, the long
list is a fake. For the rest of it shows the shameless
dishonesty of the LI.D. leadership towards irs own mem-
bers, and its treachery to the Socialist principles it pro-
fesses 10 hold. Ler us take them one by one.

No re-armament under a Capitalist Government.

The LL.P. say that a majority of the working-class
parties are agreed on all these things. That is simply nor
true and the LL.P. leadership knows it. The Labour
Party leaders and a large number in the Labour Party
are prepared to accept re-armament  even under  the
National Government.  And if the Labour Party got into
power, made an alliancce with Russia and France and
called it collective security, it would re-arin as it would
have to as long as it accepts Capitalism.  Bur the C.P.
does not agree to this cither. The LL.P. leadership knows
that the C.P. of France, following the commands of the
Soviet Burcaucracy, is supporting re-armament, urges it
violently, and we doubt if the LL.P. will have the cffront-
ety o call the Popular Front Government, a2 workers’
government.  Apd the LL.P, lcadership knows also that
if a Labour Government, or for that matter the Narional
Government as it may be farced to do, forms an alliance
with Soviet Russia, the C.’. will support re-armament,
will support conscription, will do in Britain all that the
C.P. in Frarce is doing to-day. Why then does the
LL.P. talk about unity with the C.P. on a basis of “ no
re armament under a Capitalist Government ”?

The next demand, “ Demacrartisation of the army,” is
just nonsense.  The army will be * democratised ” under
a workers’ government or during a workers’ revolution.
Nor before. That was thrown in to make weight. But
it is the next demand which shows us the poisonous
corruption of the Communist Party and the Third Inter-
national and the incredible spinelessness and pliancy of
a man like Fenner Brockway. It says: “ Resistance to

alliance with Germany, laly or any Fascist Power.”
What then of an alliance with democratic France? Wil
the LL.P. support that? "The Marxist Group condemns
this statement as the most dangerous in the list.  Since
when do revolutionary Socialists oppose mifitary or other
alliances with Fascist powers and do not make it clear that
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they oppose alliances with democratic Capitalism as well?
The Marxist Group opposes all alliances made by a
capitalist government, and the workers must do this or
support the war.  The C.P. will be agreed on this new
departure of the LI.I>. Of course they are united on this
policy for ir leaves the back-door open for them to preach
the necessity of an alliance with France and the Soviet
Union. "Thar s why the LL.P. phrased this statement
as it did. The Marxist Group appeals to the workers,
but in this instance particularly to the workers in the
LLP. 10 condemn and oppose’ this hide and seck, this
continual blufling of the workers and the Party by Maxron,
McGovern and Brockway. They sce the demand of the
workers for unity. 1t is a general demand.” An imporrant
function of the revolutionary party is to explain how unity
in action must be gained, bur ar the same tme point oy
the dangers of a mad rush for unity which covers up
instead of explaining fundamental diflerences.  But the
LL.P. is facing disintegration. It secks to lean against
the C.P. and though it refers in irs statement to differences
about the Leapgue and Collectve Security i1 puts forwiard
thiy misleading formulation and claims a lying unity.
Finally the LL.P. in usual muddled fashion criticises
what it calls the Soviet Union toreign policy, The Marx
ist Group has no quarrel with Soviet forcign policy. Non-
aggression pacrs, military understandings with bourgeois
slates are a necessity for the Soviet Union, especially
stice the Soviet burcaucracy led the Germuan proletariat
10 ruin. . What we oppose is not Soviet forcign policy,
but the using of the Third International ro support what-
ever policy Litvinoff happens to be pursuing, and sub-
ordingting o it the class struggle against capiralism. The
LL.P. cannot state this clearly, but at leasr it has the
idea, The C.P. however has to do what the Sualinist
bureaucracy says. The 1.1.P. will never convert the CC.P.,
it must conform or the C.P. will throw it over.  So the
LL.P. dodges round this question. It “ retains the right
of criticism.”  Bur, says the statement, “in as much as
the Sovier Union may be involved in VEry serious con-
Sequences on gccount of iis intervention in Spain, we are
prepared 10 subordinate our criticism ro the supreme
necessity of mobilising support for Soviet Russia in the
pressing internarional crisis.”’

The Marxist Group has always emphasised thar the
defence of the Sovier Union is the dury of cvery worker,
not only for the Soviet Union bur {or his own sake: for
if the Soviet Union goes down we all go down. Bt
we will continue to point with all the vigour af our com-
mand that the Third International is to-day hostile to
the revolutionary movement and owing to the large {unds
at its disposal and the revolutionary traditions of October
1917 which continue to surround it, is the greatest danger
in the path of the workers to-day. The Stalinist burcau-
cracy, powerful and comfortable, is finished with revolu-
tion and will sell the workers’ movement in an atterpt
0 preserve its present position in Russia. We have said
this for years and to-day in Spain, the P.O.U M., hecause
it stands for a Workers’ Spain and nor for the democracy
which the Stalinists preach, is being persccuted by the
Communist Party which has allied itself with the Socialist
and the left bourgeois to crush the revolurionary  Jeft,
The LL.P. leaders know this, but they twist and squirm
and try to lind excuses for the plain fact that the Sralinist
bureaucracy has intervened in Spain on condition that the
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workers' revolution is stopped.  Even in face of the cnemy
the C.P. of Spain is calling the P.O.U.M. Fascist as it
has called Trotsky, Zinoviev and Kameney Fascist. These
so-called Communists have done it in Spain, they will
doitin Britain and any United Front which secks 1o hide
that will recoil on the heads of the parties which form
it and be a trap for the working class movement. The
LLP. forms a long term agrecrnent with the Third
Internarional in Britain, while the Third International in
Spain is organising a pogrom of the Spanish party with
which the IL.P. is affiliated in the London Bureau,
It is this confusion, this fear of stating the rruth and
coming out boldly for the Fourth International which
makes the LL.P. exploit the workers’ desirc for uniry
and land itself and its followers in this swamp of evasion
and folly.  Such an arrangement as this is no United
Front. It would be a bloc, a long terin political alliance
by people who know that they disagree, bur are trying to
pretend thar they don’t. LI.P. members will note that
it is the LL.P. which is capitulating.  The C.P. have
not moved an inch and that is the price the LL P. will
alwavs pay as long as it continues to allow irs leaders to
dominate the party, declare apainst the 3rd International
but nor for a 4th, call first for workers” acrion and then
change 1o neurrality on the Abyssinian question, express
disquict at the murder of Zinoviev and Kamencev bur
refuse 1o answer why the bureaucracy has ro murder
revolutionaries,

The Marxist Group will therefore not apply to join
this bloc as vutlined by the LL.P. and it warns rhe workers
that no ultimate good will come our of jt. The C.P,
will swallow (he majority of the Socialist Leaguc and
half of the LLP. for its counrer-revolutionary  policy.
The LL.P. will capitulate entircly 10 the C.P. or run for
shelter into the Labour Party. If the C.P. gets its Popular
Front and the British Alliance with the Sovier Union—-
it will throw over the I.L.P. and if the LLP. then talks
about turning Imperialist War into Civil War the C.I.
will join with the bourgeois and persecute it as murder-
ously as the 3rd International is persecuting the P.O.U.M_,
and Sialin and the bureaucracy are persecuting Trotskyists
and Revolutionary Socialists in Russia.  Maxton sees
nothing excepr his parliamentary seat, but Brockway is
aware of all this. With full confidence in our political
judgment we warn the revolutionarics in the I.L.P. that
the leadership will betray every fundamental principle,
that their duty to the socialist revolution is to fight these
leaders to the end. The longer they wait the harder it will
be to build the new party. We condemn this bloc as
proposed by the I.L.P.

But although we condemn i1, we support, and call upon
the workers in the Labour Party to support full freedom
for every Labour Party member to decide as he pleases.
Before the revolution, as after, we shall fight for full
democracy among the workers. That rule was departed
from in Russia with consequences that cannot be fully
judged even 10.day. The workers can learn only on the
basis of their experience.  All of us wherever we are have
@ common duty, to loosen the chains of the Transport
House Burcaucracy. The Socialist League and every
Labour Party member must have full rights to form

whatever pact they please and remain within the Laboyr
Party.
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We conclude with our concrete proposals:  An imimedi-
ate formation ol local committees wherever they can be
formed 1o fight on immediate issues. At the same time
all workers’ orpanisations muost offer the united front 1o
Transport House and encourage the militant workers in
the Labour Party to demand it through their own Labour
Party branches.  That sort of unity involves no sacrifice
of principles, the workers understand i1, the aim will be
clear and a great working-class drive can be organised.
That is our immediate task, workers, and it is enough.
In that form of unity the Marxist Group will always

NOTES OF

THE ANGLO-ITALIAN AGREEMENT

RITAIN and Italy have made a deal, agrecing--for

the time being—that the Mediterrancan is big enough
for the two of them. German imperialism is the cause
of the deal, with its powerful new navy, its hold on Spanish
Morocco, its readiness 1o precipitate a world war iu pursuit
of its plans of agpression. Irom the deal with Ttaly,
British imperialists lose their fear of waking up to find
the fleer sunk bv Mussolini’s bombers, backed by the
armed force of Germany. They are able to reduce the
concentration of the fleet in the Mediterrancan ; able
also to withdraw troops from Palestine, with the casing
of Italy’s threat 10 the Canal. For Mussolini too the
deal with Brirain is advanrtageous, permitring him 1o work
for a new * Stresa Front " with Britain and France, from
which he could bargain with Germany from a strong
position-  For the furure holds out a bogey to Mussolini,
in the possibility of a concentration of German troops
at the Brenner Pass, forcing him o maintain a great part
of his army north of Padua, thus leaving his Mediterrancan
sphere 1o the mercy of France and Jugoslavia. Nor docs
a strong Germany in peace appeal to Mussolini any more
than a strong Germany in war, for alrcady Germany
has made great inroads into the trade of the Danube
Valley and the Balkans, tending 1o close that great market
to Italian product. Germany’s industrial might makes
Italy a poor competitor in this respect, and a loser for
every gain by German production. Add tw this the
particular and immediate pain for Mussolini, who hy
the agreement with Britain is able ro consolidate his
African conquests, without fear of attack by the British
lion whose tail he twisted so badly. Note lastly thar
British imperialism here adds another thrust to the spear-
head of its foreign policy, namely the turning of German
might away from Western European alignments, and to-
wards adventures against the Soviet Union

Those who put their faith in the Franco-Sovier Pact
as a means of protection of the Soviet Union would do
well 1o remember thar in matters of forcign policy, M.
Delbos, Foreign Minister in the Popular Front Govern-
ment of France, has stated recently that Britain and France
stand closer together than ever before.

THE STRIKES IN FRANCE

RENCH workers at any rate place more valuc on their

own militancy than on hypothetical aid for the waorking
class from imperialist France. They are operating another
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be in the lorefront.  But while we shatl fight side by
side with members of all parties for these things we shall
not subordinate the principles of the gth International,
the need 1o bnild the Workers' Party.  For without the
revolutionary party, the workers will never be led to a
fasting victory.

FOR “ THE WORKLERS' PARTY "
FOR THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Executive Committee, Marxist Group.

THE MONTH

great wave of sirikes.  Strike follows strike, in spite of
the appeals of Popular Front leaders for  sccurity 7’ of
“the country ' apainst German Fascism., Regardless of
the armament interests of their imperialist masters, the
French metal workers fight for their class interests. At
mass meetings throughout France the call for soviets
cchoes  But the Popular Front prefers “ collective secur-
ity ! Desperately working, into the small hours of the
morning, Leon Blum strives to reconcile the irreconcilable,
10 unite cmployees with emplovers, to merge proletarian
militancy with capitalist sccurity.  Sooner or later he
must openly fail, crash, and give way to another bourgeois
government, which may discard the velvet glove of negoti-
ation for the mailed fist ol wholesale and violent repression.
How will the French workers than reply? Judging by
their present spirit, theic reply will be equally impolire
and vigorous. By all the signs, France is approaching
avil war, in which both the Radical Party and the Popular
Front will be torn asunder.  The rdle of the larter in
hindering workers” preparations for civil war will then
become plain for all o see. The Popular Front will be
seen as a Front against the workers ; a stop-gap govern-
ment for capitalists in thetr preparations for civil war ;
a Bonapartist regime, holding a balance for the moment
between the forces of fascism on the one hand and the
revohitionary proletariat on the other.

TROTSKY GOES TO MEXICO

I any further justification for the wamings of Trotsky

is needed, events in France will fulfill that need. Mcan-
while Trowsky himself, formerly confined in isolation by
the “Labour” government of Norway, has gone to Mexico,
the only country ready to admit him. Might not his
*“ dangerous thoughts ™ take wings into the minds of count-
less toilers, were visas granted to him!  Lenin’s comrade-
in-arms has left an indclible mark on capitalist authority.
Unlike his miscrable detractors of the bankrupt Third
International. the Forcign Offices of the capitalist world
know Trotsky for what he is-~their implacable and un-
breakable enemy.  Small wonder, for is not every line
of his writings a call for socialism through the class
struggle!  He is ill, be is hounded and persecuted, he is
confronted with colossal tasks, but he does not waver.
e remains true 1o the principles of internationalism.

THE PUBLIC ORDER BILL

VERYWHERE the bourgeoisic seeks to silence the
voice of revolution.  The latest effort of the Nationat

—-— .
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Government in that direction is the Public Order Bill,
which guarautees to tie up the public in a state of paralysis
for an indefinite period, at the discretion of the police
and the Home Secretary.  Public meetings and  street
processions can be arbitrarily forbidden ; innocent but
o cnergetic citizens who open their mouths in protest
against injustice van be locked up ; names and addresses
of people can be taken by the police anywhere, under
penalty of arresi ; searches can be made without warrants :
the property of workers’ organisations confiscated in the

For stronger Trade Unions and Trades Councils.,

For control by the vank and file worker.,

HE MARXIS'T GROUP, starting an independent or

ganisation, is formulating its principles in basic docu-
ments. The following is a dralt proposal not yet finally
accepted on work in the Trade Unions.

We shall in the course of coming issies publish tlhe
whole series of documents: - -

The Trade Union movement is the strongest weapon the
working class has in its hands. It has a double function.
for its reorganisation, so that the control rests not as ar
present in the_hands of a reactionary leadership, but with
the rank and file. ™ T T —— e

The Trade Ujon movement is the strongest weapon the
working class has in irs hands It has a double functtion.
[t represents the economic strugple of the workers against
the Capitalist class, and it acts as a school of political
education. It is primarily industrial in character.  As
itdevelops, however, from the struggle of individual trade
unions against individual capirtalists o the combined
sruggle of the whole movement against the ruling class
it wakes on a political significance. It represents the or-
ganisation of the exploited class against the exploiters, and
a militant Trade Union movement would hasten the des-

tiction of the Capitalist §tate. S Wily TAE

Up.

The Trade Union movement, however, as at present
constructed is crippled by its leadership.  Why are so
many strikes carried out against the wislies of the leader-
ship? Because the leadership is bureaucratic and because
it is in its own interests 10 keep the working class, whom
itis supposed to represent, from enforcing its demands by
mass action which would incvitably undernmine rhe capital-
ist strucrure of the state. The leadership is bureaucratic
because if has dug itself into a privileged position from
which it is impossible to remove it with the present struc-
wre of the unions.

This leadership wishes 1o keep the working class quict
because its own position depends upon the maintenance of
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cvent of contravention of the Bill Through the worn
sock of parliamentary democracy, the iron heel of capiralist
rule shows itself.  The bounds of legality close more and
more upon the labour movement.  From this, from the
general internavional situation, from the convulsions of
Britsh capitatism, a lasting revolutionary movement will
be born, ro take the place of the century old reformist
movement.  And in that birth, every scrious participant
counts.

THE MARXIST GROUP AND THE TRADE UNIONS

the capiwalist system. If capiralism were removed there
would be no place for a reacuonary leadership,

Trade Unionists must insist on a leadership which voices
the demands of the workers as a whole.  This would rally
the unorganised workers to the 1'rade Unions and would
gredtly strengthen the movement. "This cannot be achieved
by merely removing the present feaders.  Orher leaders
will behave in the same way if the structure of the unions
remains the same.  The structure must be altered so that
the membership itselt decides what the policy shall be
and has the power o remove its leaders at shorr notice.

How many Trade Unionists have had an opportunity
to decide what the auitude of the movement should be
towards War? How many decided what it should be in
the Abyssinian Question? How many decided what should
be the policy towards the civil war in Spain?

The local Trades Councils are organisations which are
able 1o voice the demands of the workers on these and
orher important questions. This is because the Trades
Councils are not burcaucratic in structure. They are
organised on a local basis AND EACH INDIVIDUAL

TRADE UNIONIST HAS A VOICE IN THE DE-
CISTION OF WHAl THE ATTITUDE OF IS
TRADLS COUNCIL SHAILIL BE.

WE MUST THEREFORE FIGIH{T FOR THE
IMMEDIATE RECONSTRUCTION of the TRADE
UNION MOVEMENT ON DEMOCRATIC LINES
AND FOR THE REMOVAL OF A TL.EADERSHIP
WHICH CONSISTENTLY THWARTS AND MIS-
REPRESENTS THE DEMANDS OF THE WORK-
ERS, including

the forty-hour week with no reduction of pay;

paid holidays;

equal pay for equal work for women;

non-contributory insurance;

the betterment of working conditions and higher wages.

For stronger Trade Unions and Trades Councils.

For control by the rank and file worker.
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THE CLASS STRUGGLE

937

N LANCASHIRE, mills long closed are busy making

bandages.  “The prices of glycerine has gone up rwice
during the last few weeks. Tt is wanted for armaments.
IFor months now the tinned beef factories are working
three shifis.  All round the London docks, grain and
timber are being stored.  The British  bourgeoisie are
tefling us all rhat we must be a fitter nation. So kind
of them 1o be so suddenly interested in our health. Mean-
wlile Lloyd’s from the beginning of this year will not
be taking any more insurance against War. The roucn-
ness of capitalism was never so patent.  First it cannot
give work 1o millions.  Then it re-employs some but for
making jnstruments o kill and bandages o cure.  And
when the ruling class does get interested in the health
of the people, it is to make us fitter for killing. Capitalism
and imperialist war, or prolctarian revolution for Socialisin,
T is better ro wade up to the ankles in blood for Socialism,
than up to the knees for Imperialism with the ceriatnty
of another war after.  For untit we make the revolution,
they must fightt  They would rather not fight. But 10
protect their property and privileges, they fight.  Revo.
lunenaries witl Night, but never for Collective Security,
for League of Nations or any of the lies that Sranlev
Baldwin, Lloyd George, and Harry Pollitt want us 10
fight for.  We shall fight for the Workers' State of Soviet
Russia, for 1 Workers' Spain, and fight also 10 turn the
Imperialist War into Civil War. A revolutionary should
never discuss Imperialist War without posing the Socialist
alternative —Clivil War,

A CO-OPERATIVE FKFIGHT

HE pamphlet on Legal Limitation and Co operative

Progress by R A, Palmer has created a great deal of
interest in Guild rooms and Board rooms. His utterly
defearist attitude, however, is not generally shared. ““ The
legislation required 1o clear the paths for future develop-
ment can only be seenred through the House of Commons,
and obviously by adequate Co-operative representation
there.”  This is the only lead Mr. Palmer gives after
a very careful and derailed analysis.  So you see, we wair
unul the next election, if there is one, in four years time,
and the Co-operative movemient, if it has nor been wiped
out by the National Government, will then try (o sccure
the clection of Co-operators to Parliament. But, Mr.
Palmer, what did the Co-operators in the Iabour Govern-
ment do about it2 You yourself answer that question on
page 7 of your pamphler when you detail the effects of
the Coal Mincs Act and the Road Traffic Act.

There are other ways of fighting governments than by
waiting.  The carly Co-operators had to fight much more
difficult battles than these. Had they followed Mr. Palmer’s
advice, they would be waiting yet.

In the meantime, a new artack has been prepared, more
vicious and more comprehensive than any before. Mr.
Spen is sponsoring a Bill which Co-operators are fighting
to “regulate” the retail trade. But Reynolds News
of December 12th, 1936, gives only four inches to this
matter, without an analysis of the Bill or any lead. Every

workers” organisation must be rallied to deal a vital blow
at this Bill and to (the National Government, which must
be raught that the working class will not tolerate any
restriction of its aciiviries.

UNIONS AMALGAMATE

HE forthcoming amalgamation of the two grear trade

unions of the distributive workers opens up great per-
spectives for a tremendous organisational drive in private
trade.  Lately borh unions hive considerably increased
their membership and prestige as a result of their adoption
of a more vourageous policy and an amalgamation on
that basis would give a much needed lead o thie British
Trade Union Movement.

The auitude of the Co-operative movement should be
quite clear on this issuc.  There should ar once be a
great campaign of meetings organised by the local socicties,
the Co-operarive Union and the two distributive unions:
1) 10 expose the private trades and multiple Hrms ; 2) to
recruit mersbers for the NUDAW and the NUSAWC
on a basis of iminediate suuggle for better conditions ;
3) to recruit new members for the Cuv-op, not on the
basis of Divi hunting, but by mobilising a violenr opposi-
uont to the sweating private trader.  Such a campaipn
would have the cffect of reversing the present policy of
using the bad conditions under which cmployees of Mul-
tiple firms work, as an excuse by Boards of managers for
worsening the condition of their own employees.  There
is no need to wair {or the amalgamation t0 go through
before this campaign is inauvgurated. The spirit of unity
must be helped by the adoption of this proposal ar once
by all sections of the workers’ movement. Lastly the
rank and file members of the unions concerned, before
passing the final rules of the combined union, must watch
most caretully for every opportunity (¢ democratise the
working of the union and remove the bureaucratic cyst
which has grown vpon and weakened such amalgamared
uiions as the Transport and General Workers,

THE CROWN — AND THE COOLIES

HE “ constiturional crisis ™ met with a pathetic response

from the official Labour Movement. In sharp con-
trast to the artitude of Atdee, Citrine and Co., which
failed 10 evoke any considerable protest from the rank-and-
file, we offer this example of what might have been done
had our Labour Movements possessed the class-conscious-
ness of the coolies of Singapore. No sooner did the news
reach Singapore, (0 the consternation aud disgust of the
British population there, than hundreds of coolies went
on strike for increased wages! ‘The coolics, lacking the
political knowledge and organisational expericnce of our
“advanced " selves, nevertheless knew how to utilise the
opportunity atforded them by this blow to the prestige
of their oppressors.  To those comrades who ignored the
class considerations and wasted their efforts on considera-
tions of morality (bourgeois morality) and individual free-
dom (a luxury which cannot be e¢xtended to the workers),
we offer this example for their careful consideration,
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THE MOSCOW TRIAL

LOWLY the wuth about the Moscow Trial is pene

tating into the minds of people in Western Europe.
Friedrick Adler, the secretary of the Second Internartional,
has written a pamphlet, The Witchcraft Trial in Moscomw,
published by the Labour Publications Department, Trans-
port Honse.  Labour Party readers, for 2d, can thus get
an account which shows the trial o be a clumsy frame-up.
Adler also prints a photograph of Abramovitch at a Brns-
scls conference in August 1928 at the same timne when
Abramovitch in a trial in 1931 “ confessed ” that he was
in Russia and waus performing acts hostile 1o the Soviet
State.  The Stalinist burcaucracy by solitary confinement,
threats of reprisuls on wife and children and constant
moral and physical pressure extorts these confessions.
And the prisoner who refuses 10 confess in not tried.
Adler heads one section *‘The Ogpu ¢ Frames Trotsky.”
But Adler asks a question which he does not answer :
“Why are the Moscow rulers unable to dispense with
the witch craft trials, why are they unable to introduce
those forms of political penal trials which we unremittingly
demand from the Fascist rulers®” e does not answer
it. Leonard Wooll in the New Statesman of December
26th, 1936, thinks that the Stalinists do it because they
know no better.  ‘That idea is entirely false. The burcau
cracy is holding down the workers and now thar the san
dard of life is rising, the pressure against them for political
rights and aguinst their privileges is so strong that they
an rule only by terror,

ANOTHER EXPOSURE.

ROM America comes the first detailed analysis of the

trial, in Behind The Moscow T'rial by Max Schacunan.
A brilliant study thar, by the keen sifting of cvidence, and
the correlation of the trial to the political development
of the USSR under Sralin, will cause cvery honest worker
who reads it to think very seriously.  The trial is placed
in its political perspective, and a biographical examination
of the careers of the accused is given. A brief, but clear
history of terrorism under Czarism, and i1s repudiation by
the Bolsheviks is included.

Schactman’s analysis of the oflicial reports of the trial
reveal such flaring discrepencies in the evidence, such
self-contradictory stories by the accused, as to show that
the trial was “ the greatest frame-up in history.” A few
only of the examples must suffice here.  Smirnov, one
of the accused, was in a Siberian prison from January
1933 10 his exccution, and yer confessed to playing a
prominent part in the “ terrorist cemre ”; History will
record the fact thar Stalin put a bullet through the head
of a man for the crime of directing the work of a non-
existent plot, while in the cell of a very existent Stalinist
prison.”

The famous meering of Holzman, Sedov (Trotsky’s son)
and Trotsky took place in Copenhagen in 1932 in a hotel
that had been demolished in 1917 and not rebuilt wntil
1936: then there are four distinct versions given of
the period (nothing so definitc as a date was given) when
the “ Zinoviev-Trotskyist Centre ™ was formed, from the
Autumn of 1931 to the end of 1932, and literally dozens
of similar discrepencies. The book shows, by quotasions
from the Soviet press, that thousands of workers have
been arrested in the last four or five months for Trotsky-
ism ; that “ of the men who directed the Russian move-

ment, who made possible the October revolution, who
founded the Communist International, virtually every one
has been charged to one degree or another with participa-
tion in a terrorist plot against Stalin.  More than wo
hundred persons!™ Schactman argues that Stalin’s burean-
cratic position, both on the international and domestic
fields, has aroused a wide-spread discontent in the USSR,
that only massacres and executions can overcome.

This is a book that the Stalinists will not, dare not,
because they cannot, answer. The author concludes his
book with the proposal, which has the support of promin-
ent working-class leaders in many countries, that an inter-
national body be created by the world labour movement,
before which Trotsky would appear as a voluntary wit-
ness, o invesrigate all aspects of the Moscow Trial.
Stalin is mortally afraid of such an investigation, The
book is published by the Pioncer Publishers, New York,
but may be obtained from our Publications Department,
¢/o Robert Williams, 97 Kings Cross, W.C.1, London.
Price 6/-.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Dear Comrade,

I have been reading your paper and welcome a journal
which stands for the revolutionary class struggle and not
the disgusting policy of the Communist Party which wants
workers to fight for a lLeague of Narions. 1 have two
criticisms to make. ‘LThe first is that there is not enough
attention  paid in the paper 10 the acrual day-to-day
work, e.g., the role of the Trade Unions. The second
is that although I sympathise with your view that the
policy of the Communist Party in Germany caused the
dcfear, T think you overstatc the case when you say:
*“ Stalin wanted the Fascists in power because he wanted
to keep up the antagonism between France and Germany,
and so, in his misguided view, save Russia from atiack.”
Surcly that is an overstarement.  You say you have proofs.
But there can be no proofs of thar.

Fraternally, Ex-C.P.’ER.

Our comrade will see that in this issue we deal with
the Trade Union question. Later issues will deal fully
as far as our space allows with the day to day struggles
of the workers. In regard to the Russian bureaucracy and
the German revolution, we agree that the formulation
was sharp.  But it is the rruth and @ wuth that the
workers must know.  We print in this issue the evidence.
We ask our comrade to study it carefully and then write
us again. The danger of the Third International is that
it can deceive the workers as Hitler, Mussolini, Mosley
and Baldwin cannot. Swalinists are fighting in Spain,
but while they are fighting Fascists, they are ready to
organis¢ the murder of revolutionaries in Spain, as Stalin
is murdering them in Russia. Why is this? Tt is the
most profound question of the revolurionary movement
to-day. We have to trace it and Germany was the
beginning.  Once the advanced workers understood why
this is so, our task of laying the foundation of the new
party will be immeasurably easier. We are grateful for
your letter and will meet your criticisms squarcly. We
know our basic line is correct.  We do not set up, like
the Stalinists, a church with Stalin as Pope and Pollitt,
Cachin and the rest High Priests, who can neither say
nor do wrong, T EprtoriaL COMMITTEE,
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BEWARE OF THE POPULAR FRONT!

(THE LESSON

N ibe last issuc we stated that the Popular Front iy
just another method of pgetting the workers 1o serve the
interests of the Soviet bureaucracy, We said that in
Germany the workers movement was sacrificed in the
same way. We challenged the C.P. to deny this, and
promised to print the proofs in this issue,  Here they arc:

In 1922, Germany, rebuffed by Irance, signed the
Treaty of Rapallo with Russia.  But in 1925, Germany,
France, Britain, ltaly and Belgium sign the pact of l.o-
carno, whereby all agree to guarantee the settlement of
the Treaty of Versailles as far as France and Gennany
are concerned.  But the Fascists ave against it!  They
say that Germany must get back all she lost in the last
war ; that she must be vich, powerful, etc.  They are
against the Treaty of Versalles. The Social Democratic
Party in Germany however (the German Labour Party),
is for Locarno. It prefers an alliance between Gennany
and France and Britain, to an alliance between Germany
and Raussia. 1t supports Versailles.  And  the Social
Democrats in Genmany are very powerful.  They have
the government of Prussia in their hands, which s the
largesi state in Germany.  The  Stlinist  bureaucracy
therefore hates the German Social Democracy biterly,
and they therefore direct the C.P. of Genmnany 10 attack
the Social Democrats as the main enemy  Certain sec-
tions of the C.P. are against this policy. Coemintern
leaders insist.  For proof—on page o8 of The Communist
International between the sth and 6th World Congresses
(C.P.GG-B. 1928) we sce the following:

“The Lssen Conference had also to fight deviations.
A group of comrades had set its face against the thesis
adopted by the conference ro the effect that the lefr leaders
in the S.D.P. were the chief enemy.” On page 9q the
attitude of the Swalmist bureaucracy 10 the S.D.P. of
Germany is plain. * On questions of intcrnational policy
the attitade of the German Social Democracy is in line
with that of the Second Intermational ; recognition of,
and collaboration with the League of Naoons, and bitter
denunciation  of the Soviet Union.  German  Social
Democracy represents the * Western orientation’ and 1t
takes advantage of every opportunity to extend the cleav
age between the S.U. and Germany.”

Every C.P. had therefore orders 1o fight Citrine, Bevin,
Ramsay MacDonald, Leon Blum ; call them dirty Social
Fascists, ete.; but above all in Germany the C.P. was to
attack them, for there they were most dangerous to the
Soviet foreign policy.  There were other reasons for this
policy, but this was the main cause, and to maintain this
they were prepared to let Hitler come to power.  Here
is the proof. In August 1931 Braun and Severing were
the leaders of the Labour Government in Prussia.  Hitler
and Goebbels were winning great support but the law was
such that although it was certain that at the coming elec-
tions the Fascists would have the largest single party in
the Prussian Parliament, unless they gained an absolute
majority—i.c. a majority over all other parties combined.-
the Social Democratic Government would continue in
power- The Fascists wanted the law changed and the
only way to do this was by a referendum- a house to

OF GERMANY)

house vote. 1f the Fascists won they would become the
Government of Prussia and once there, they would have
had the most important part of Germany in their hands.
Now what would any worker do?  Oppose the referenduim,
and fight for 2 United Front of all workers, Communist
Party and Labour, to keep the Fascists out. The C.P.
of Germany actually started 1o do this.  But the Sralinist
bureaucracy which is concerned first and foremost with
its foreign policy and not with the workers’ struggle for
Soctalism, made the C.I'. leaders change the opposition
it had bepun and support the referendum. Here is the
proof

On page 42 of the Guide to the X1I Plenum (Modem
Books), a Stalinist publication, is an extract by Piatnirzky,
then the secretary of the Third Imternational. TTe says:
“You koow, for example, that the leadership of the party
opposed taking part in the referendum on the dissolution
ol the Prussian Tandrag, A number ol party newspapers
published leading articles opposing participation in that
referenduin.  Bur when the Central Committee of the
Party jointly with the Comintern arrived at the conclusion
that it was necessary to take an active part in the Refer-
endum, the German comrades in the course of a few
days, roused the whole party.” It is clear thatr Thaelmann
and the others were doing their best. 1f left to themselves
they wonld bave followed their own common sense and
though exposing rhe Social Democrats, would have fought
<ide by side with them against rhe Fascists.  Bur even
though they had already begun to oppose the referendum,
Moscow made them change for the rcasons we have ex-
plained.

Comrades, we ol the Marxist Group (the Trotskyists)
are for socialism, we will defend the Soviet Union with
our lves, for 1t is a workers’ srate. But it would be the
greatest cowardice and treachery not to expose this crime
af the Stalinist Burcaucracy, which was  prepared o
sabotage the German Revolution for its own purposes.
Luckily, the workers refused to obey Party orders and
did not vote.  ‘The referendum failed: And that is the
only reason why Hiler and Gocebbels did not come into
power in Prassia in 1931,

A heavy responsibility falls on Thaelmann and the
German leaders, but Thacimann, Cachin and Thorez in
IFrance, Pollitt, Pat Sloan and (he rest of them are so
dependent on Moscow for the funds to run the party,
edit papers, pay salarics, make propaganda etc., that they
have to do what the Stalinist bureaucracy says, even if
they feel that perhaps it is wrong.  Some of the German
workers were scriously disturbed by this policy and came
10 Thaclmann. But once these C.P. leaders get the line
from Moscow they will say anything t support it.  On
page 717 of the Communist International, December 15th,
1931, Thaelmann himself tells us the following:

* We must admit that even among the revolutionury
workers sentiments were expressed to the effect thar after
all the Braun-Severing Government was a lesser evil than
a Hitler-Goebbels Government in Prussia.” Every worker
knows that this is simple common sense. A Labour Goy-
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eryment 1s not a good government, bat wois oa better
government for the workers than o Alosley Government.
Phachmann however goes on: 7 To say the least, s
meant madequate class consciousness, and lor this too
we must take responsibility.”  He had begun by taking
the correct line, but once Moscow had told him to support
the Fascist referendumn he was prepared to wlk obvious
nonsense like this.  All of them, Pollitt, Campbell, 1Mage
Arnot, are the same. 1t is the curse of the Communist
Party.  They will say auything to support a line from
Moscow.

Stalin and the burcaucracy had failed to crush the
Social Democracy even though it meant forming a United
Front with the Fascists which would bring thein to power.
But they persisted in muking the C.P. of Germany arrack
the Social Democracy as the ain enemy.  On Octobes
14h, 1931, Remimele, one of the ofitcial leaders of the
German C.PP. made a speech in the Reichstag in which he
said, *“ Herr Brunning put it very plainly.  Once they
(the Tascists) are in power, then the anited tront of rthe
proletariat will be established and 1t will make a clean
sweep ol everything.”” (Violent applause from the Com-
munists-)  From that day the German C.I°. under the
direction of Moscow was prepared w0 let Hiter come in.
What 1hey told the workers was that alter Hitler came
in, then the workers would make a revolution.  Moscow
did not want them ro fight and preferred Hitler to the
Social-Democracy. Tt is true that the Swalinist burean-
cracy did not clearly understand what Fascism wonld
mean to the German workers, though the “Frowskyists
warned day n and day out. Bur when the whole world
saw whar had happened, the Stalinisr Bureaucracy changed
the policy.  French Fuascism wanred an alliance with
German Fascism, but the French workers and the French
Radicals (Liberals) were hostile to Fascism.  “T'he Stalinist
bureaucracy therefore started on 2 new ractic—a Popular
Front for Democracy and the League of Natons and
collective sccuriry—all this in order 10 bnild up suppon
for their policy against German Fascism which was more
and more openly hostile 1o the Sovier Union.

We shall show in our next issue how the Stalinists have
sabotaged the class struggle and strikes in France, in ordet
0 have Irance ready o fight Germany. ‘Lhey are at
the same game in Britain. Al their walk aboul unity and
the Popuiar Front is 1o ger support lor the British-Soviet
lrench alliance, disguised as the League.  The Liberals
want such an alliance and 1o get the Liberals in, the C.P.
will sacrifice the workers™ demands.

Workers, it will ruin us here if our eyes are not opened
in time- Do you think we, the Trotskyists, wanred 1o
form a Fourth International and a Workers' Party m
Britain?>  We are for unity, for enly by unity can we
conquer the capitalists.  But if we {ollow the Communist
Puarty we shall be sacrificed as the German workers were
sucrificed.

[Next month we shall show with abundant cvidence how
the Saviet Bureancracy made the CLP. i France sabotage
the stay-in strikes.  Onee the workers know the origin of
the Popular Fronr they aill condemn it and suppoit the

Workers' Front.)

THE MARNIST GROUP  (Trotskyists)
for " THE WORKERS PARTY ™
for THIS FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Read

UNSER WORT
The journal of our Germun section
LA LUTTE OUVRIERE
The journal of our French section

LA LUTTE OQUVRIERE
The journal of our Belgian section
THEFE VANGUARD
The journal of our Canadian section

Read also
THE SOCIALIST APPEAL (America)
and
THE RED IFLAG
(H. Boyd, 238 lddgware Rd., W.1.)

Send to Rebert Williams, 97 Kings Cross Rd.,
W.C.1, for any of the above.

The following booksellers and newsagents also
stock FIGHT and other Trotskyist literature:

Bibliophile, Little Russell Street, W.C.1.

Burn and Terry, Shattesbury Avenue, W.C.

Colletls, Charing Cross Road, W.C.

Johns, Torrington Place, W.C.

Librairie Internationale, 73 Russell Square,
W.C.

Librairie Internationale, Percy Street, W.C.

Lahr, Red Lion Sqguare, W.C.

London School of Fceonomies Bookshep, Ald-
wych.

London Weekly Mail, New Bridge Strect.

Parton Street Bookshop, Parton Street, W.C.

Preis, Little Russel Street, W.C.

Solosky, Charing Cross Road, W.C.

Stranberg, Coptic Street, W.C,

Socialist Bookshop, 35 S Bride Street, F.C.4.

Trotsky has arrived safely in Mexico and for the
time being has an asylum.  But we warn the
working class movement that iy life 1s not safe ;
at any woment we expect that m addition to the
diplomatic  pressure  which  the Sowviet Union
bureaucracy used to drive him out of Norway,
there is every reason to believe that attempts
rwill be made to encompass his death and thus
strike a blow at the Fowrth International.  If
this is attempted, we shall hold the Stalinist
bureaucracy and the Thivd International
responsible.
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On the Job No. |

THE BUILDING WORKER

HE Buiiding Trade, with its registered employees of

nearly one million is the sccond largest body of workers
in the country.  For this reason the life and condirion
of the workers in this industry are of great importance
to our movement, not only because we are concerned with
improving the life of the workers in general but because
as building wrade workers we realise that any improved
conditions for us can only come about by united action
on the part of the whole of the workers in this particular
trade

Generally 1t is regarded that the building worker receives
a fawly high wage in comparison with cngineers for in-
stance. But it must be recognised that there is no guaran
tee whatever that the building worker will receive a regular
weekly wagpe.

What are some of the grievances of the  building
workers?  Of major imponance is the queston of * wet
ume,” which means that the worker only gets paid for
the honrs he works—thus providence is a direct drain on
the workers” pockets. Not only rain but celd and frost
result in loss of wages. The whole question of a guaran-
teed week is one of urgency to the building workers.

The question of the dilution of labour is also of great
importance.  Due to the nature of present day building it
1s quite easy for inexpericnced workers to enter the trade.
In the main we find that they have been drafted in from
the distressed areas.  Some recetve training at Government
training cenrres and become “‘ craftsmen ” immediately,
while others come direcr from these areas into the trade.
This leads to terrific antagonism on the job between the
locsl workers and thoese from the distressed arcas. ‘This
is intensitied in the suburban areas because of the fact
that quite a number of these distressed area workers have
taken on jobs at less than T.UJ, rates.

We as revolutionaries recognise that they do this be-
cause ol their economic conditdon. The cutting off of
benefit under the means test, resulting in terrible poverty,
leads a man to leave home and seek a job elsewhere.
He s thos forced to accept any wage for the sake of a
job. It is not suflicient for us in the building trade to
condemn these workers because of the conditions which
have been forced on them because of Jong unemployment.
Rather than play the game of the Capitalist class and
conduct a srruggle against these workers, we must recruit
them to the unions, pointing out in a friendly manner
the dangers of a lack of organisation. We must hammer
home, too, the connection berween political struggle against
the Mecans Test and the industrial struggle on the job
for better conditions.  And also we must stress the great
need for united acrion of employed and unemployed for
the betwerment of working class conditions.

There is at the moment a boom in the building trade,
although there are still approximately one-eighth unem-
ployed as compared with one-third in 1932—rthe year of
the crisis. There is ample work for every building worker
if the present need is to be satistied.  Approximately two
million houses are required to abate overcrowding, a
thousand new schools should be built under the new
Education Act. “ Luxury Flats ” are the vogue in London.

Now is the opportune wmoment to press for better con-
ditions.  But some will say “ that we are bound by the
five years agreement - —which has fixed wages at a set
figure for that period making no allowances for increased
cost of living as was the case under the old sliding-scale
apgreement.

Although there has been a great increase in food prices
the building worker is denied the right to ask for an
increase in wages.  Bread is dearer, so is cheese, butter,
meat and bacon and there will be further increases in
flour, beef, fish, cocoa, cheese, lard, etc., all stable working
class necessities. A number of trades affecting 4 million
workers are making applicatons for increased wages, and
even with the present leadership appear to have a fair
chance of success.  Despite our agreement, if the general
{eeling which exists in the trade was co-ordinated, a serious
attermpt could be made 1o change the state of affairs.

How can this be done? Only by finally bringing 10-
gether the building workers in one union embracing all
sections of the trade.  That is our policy. At the moment
we have some attemipt at this in the National Federation
of Building Trade Operatives, but unfortunately the unions
within the Federation are all fighting for their sectional
interests and do not sec their struggle as part of the
common struggle against the employers. The A.S.W.
has recently handed in notice of withdrawal from the
Federation. This is indeed reprettable.  We must fight for
unity of all rhe 12 unions into one co-ordinated whole.

The immediate 1ask is the creation on the job of all
cmbracing works committees which should be representa-
uve of all the unions concerned.  Their immediate function
should be the securing of 100% 'I.U. organisation, they
should then press through the works committee and their
Trade Union branches for the fusion of all building
unions, for pressure on the leadership to conduct an
iminediate campaign for: .

1) Paymenrt for * wet ume.” 3) Holidays with pay. -
2)  Guaranteed week. 4) Increased wages.
T'his will be a programme around which the whole of
the workers in the trade carf rally. Yo will be a struggle
on behalf of the workers as a whole and not mercly of

one particular craft,

An example of the division existing between building
workers is that of the seven strikes at the new Earls Court
Exhibition, all within a few months, and all represcnting
the demands of different sections. They have all been
unofficial strikes led by orgamised workers on the job.
If this job had been working on the lines outlined above,
Le. with an all-inclustve works committee, we should not
have had scctional strikes bur united action for an agreed
programme of demands. Ir is vitally necessary to gain
the support of workers on other jobs in such a situation,
because no section has any basic demands which are
separate or distinct from any gther section’s. We rust
fight against any localisation of such struggles.

I have only bricfly touched the question in this
article. It is infended in a future issue to have a derailed
review of the Building Industry and the housing problem.

A AB.
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AD FOR SPAIN.  THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL SPANISH COMMITTEE.
We have to prepare ourselves here in Kngland for greater efforts to assist our Spanish com-
rades than we have done in the past. There is n great deal that can be done. One nt‘our
- comrades, John Bryan, a militant trade unionist, an active Trotskyist and member of t!le. bhe_l-
h‘? sea group, has joined the Spanish Government Marine where, in view of his long Lramu}g in
et such matters, he will be figchting as a torpedo expert, in the international mar'mn force. EKvery
d nssistance strengthens the struggle of the Spanish workers for s Workers’ Spain. The victory
le of the Spanish workers is our victory. This appeal is to everyone who reads this note and
es who can do o, to help the International Columm.
An WE HAVE TO COLLECT MONEY IMMEDIATELY. WE HAVE TO COLLECT KFOOD,
o
';; WARM CLOTHING AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
nE For collecting money, sheets are available on application to the Fourth Internaticnal Span-
on ish Commitler, ¢/0 Robert Williams, 97 Kings Cross Road, W.C.1. "Again, will comrades who
n.d are prepared to form groups or sub-commiltees to collect supplies commmunicate IMMEDIATELY
"';i giving details so that we ean unify our efforts.
lrus L] STOP PRESS.  Five more comrades have volunteered to do all they can to help the
r.OUM. Militia.
O~
)]
nt
on .
ns
" SPAIN : The Sharpening Struggle
he o
V. THE cvil war in Spain has again proved the tremendous iried to flee the country on the pretext of attending a
:h‘»’ power and fighting spirit thar lies within the working conference in Paris, Ar}aruh@l_rwo_rkmcn at the fronrier
or class.  For despite the help from Italy and Germany, sent him back, so that his posiuon 1s 1o some extent that
I despite the mercenaries of the forcign legion, and the of a hostage.  But the fact that he attempted o escape
- thousands of Moorish troops, Franco has been blocked shows that he not only no longer felt able to manocuvie
- by the Spanish workers.  His defeat is certain unless i the government for the benefit of his class, bur that
on Hitler supplies him jmmediately with a large new force of he had become anxious tor the safety of his own skin.
cy men and arms, laradellas, another Liberal, President of the government,
P1r also found his position wo precarious. e resigned, pro-
Rg The “question of the moment is what will Hitler do. testing against the ““ extremist *' elements that are taking
an The likelibood is that he will quickly send further numbers control in Barcelona.  Extremist clements means  the
. of “ volunteers ™ and then state his readiness to negoriate workers’ revolution.
'Fy. on nun-ima-.rvcmi(.m with France and l}rilain for a financial A transitional regime exists in which the law of the
loan and economic help. Ialy, having already come to workers holds in the faciories.  Industrial collectivisation
of terms with Britain over preserving the status guo in mf" has been undertaken bur is not clearly resolved, because
le Mcditerrancan and recoguition in - Abyssinia, SthWCd 4 the problem of the nationalisation of the banks on which
of willingness 10 dcscr{ Hitler and Franco. 1In fact, Ciermany it rests has not been 1ackled. Ihe decree for the collecti.
’ yas a_llrcafi.y_grumblmg that Italy.h?d left her o pay for Ih,c_ visation of industry, making legal the action of the workers
E Spanish “Y,[l WA whe_n Mussolini with the . gcm‘lenmu > in taking over the fuctory control, is weakened by various
rt y agre(:fncnr_‘ in his pocket, landed another 6,000 ‘volun- provisions such as compensation for previous capitalist
B reers * at Cadiz. owners.  Yet the workers' control in Barcelona, incomplete
en The imperialist interests of all the capitalist govern- as it still remains, is impossible for Liberals to stomach.
b. ments are again wucovered, as well as the hollowness of While they last in the government, they are sceking a
< ) their patriotism and their readiness to help cach other way out by trying to negotiate with Franco for g separate
0(; ' 10 keep the working class subdued in all countrics. peace on condition that he grants complete independence
ein Tnside Spaiu‘ the g‘]a:ss issues also show more clearly. w'Cma‘Ivmi‘a.~ lhcv want Madrid to fall, since they feel
n, With the checking of Franco for so long outside Madrid [‘h'iij“‘f‘"-n such a scheme would have a better chance of
re and victories clsewhere, the morale of the workers has SuCcess.
ot heightened, and from the experiences of the civil war, ~ But the workers distrust them and their power and
Ehcy Arc pressing on 1o a new stage in the struggle, T'his influence is feeble, and would be completely finished if
is is espccmll:{ apparent 1n Catalonia, the great mdusm:}} iF were not bolstered up by the Communists and the
ed centre »nf Spain.  The period of the Popuiar Front is bucnahsl‘s, who want the Liberals with them in the fight
% over. The Liberals are scuttling. During the pasi weeks, lor capitalist democracy. The workers, however, are
B. Companys, & Liberal Minister in the Catalan Government, pressing forward, and the question of the next stage of
\
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the revolution, the question of who s o ke full power
t being shaiply posed. The transiuon period holds witlun
el o muny connradictions to be stable or long lived,
and ihe strugele for the dictatorship of the proletariar
1 oalresdy wking shape.

At this critical period in the revolution, the Communist
International  shows 1ts connter-revolutionary role. The
Spanish section has issued @ manifesto in which it denies
the class strogple altogether, stating that the revolution
“has veased 0 be a civit war and has now become a
navional war against German and Jralian expeditionary
corps.” At the same nme, it launches an attack upon
P.O.UM. (The Workers Party of Marxian Unity) with
a viciousness that far exceeds the attacks of the Social
Revolunonaries and the Mensheviks upon the Bolsheviks
in i917.  Two months before October, when the finat
struggle was developing, the leaders of the other working
class parties joined with the Liberals in lies about Lenin
being @ German agent, made the Bolshevik press illegal,

The Colonial Question

JANUARY, 1y

and forced Tenin o hiding and sent Trotsky 1o prison
To-day, the Commumst Party not only calls the reve
lutionary  workers of P.OUAL * fuscist provocateun’
and suspends therr journal, bur st has organised pogrom
aganst them While 1t calls for solidarity with Liberak
for capualist democracy, it strikes at the unity of the
working class by encouraging its own militia 1o shoot down
ievolutionary workers who aim to establish a Soviet Spain
In the light of revolution, true colours are scen.

We have expressed our attimde towards P.O.UM. i
previous issues of FIGHT. We recognise it as the let
party now fighting in Spain, which the workers mus
support.  Yhere are Trowskyists within its ranks. W
give it our support while continuing to point out i
weaknesses and mistakes, which we hope may be over
come by serious political discusston and by the experienc
of the revolution itself.  But against the pogrom attacks
of the Spamish Sualinists we stand with PO UM, Wt
stand with the Spanish fighting workmen who wish to g
forward 10 the sceizore of power.

KENYA

OTH for the swdy of  Imperialism 1o-day and for

the funue relations of Socialist” Europe with Africa,
Kenva is a key colony.  The Africans in Kenya were a
happy people until the white man came. They lived
a simple life, but prosutution, venereal disease and poverty
were unknown.  They had one of the most democratic
systems in the world.  They had developed such an
admirable systerm of culuvation thar an early visitor (o
the Kikuyu, one of the tribes, spoke of rheir country as
“one large parden.”  lrue there was discase and super-
stition, bt nol the dreadiul European diseases and super-
stition one finds everywhere.

It was in the eighties that the Imperialists started 1o
take an interesr in Kenya, 1t is a country with a fine
climate where white men can live.  So white men séttled
there and took the land of the natives away. That is all
there is w0 ir. They ook the best parts for themselves
and drove the natives into the worst. A few thousand
whites own over five million acres.  But they cultivate
only 600,000 acres of i1, about twelve per cent. Mean-
while they have over two million natives packed close on
the worst land in reserves where they average nearly 150
to the square mile.

But the whire man wants not only land bm labour.
The Government therefore imposes a hut-tax, 12 1o 20
shillings per year. "The African 1o get this money has
10 work lor the settler.  He has therefore to accepr any
wapes the setiler offers and the standard wage is 8 10
18 shillings per month of 30 working days. The African
is registered, finger-prints taken, he has 1o agree to a
contract,  Jie can be fined and imprisoned for what his
cmployer considers neglect of duty,  But the African
must submit because he has 1o pay the governmenr tax ;
otherwise he goes 10 gaol. He must find work if even
hundreds of miles {from home. Thousands leave the
villages and are away from home and families for eight
months in the year.

They live m the towns, fall into the haunds of prosu-
tutes, drink cheap gin and then go back 1o the villages,
having been depraved by the worst aspects of European
civilisation.  They try 10 combine and  have revolied
sporadically, bur the Briush Government sees to it that
they have only a hulde Bible education from missionaries,
and keeps them under such conirol that if more than
five people meet together they can, and have been, arrested.

This is the business of the Brivish worker for many
reasons,  Iirst, it is because of Kenya and other Eas
African colonics that Britain ncarly came to war with
Italian  imperialism  over  Abyssinia.  Germany  wants
colonies to exploit. It is these colonies that are one of
the chiel causes of Imperialist war, the burden of arma-
ments and the slaughter of milkions.  Secondly Briirsh
Iimperialism draws strength from invesunents in these
colonies. It is true that a few workmen get better paid
jobs from the profus, but for the mosr part the profits
go into the pockets of the capitalists, to spend in South-
port, Brighton and the Riviera, or to go elsewhere looking
tor markets and giving still further cause for war.

As long as British capitalism has colonies the British
worker must face the certainty of Imperialist war.  The
only way is to end capitalism.  Before we consider how
this is to be done, let us sce first how this will affec
the worker and the Colonices.  Lenin in the extract quoted
last month, said that the colonial peoples need not pass
through the capitalist stage.  The socialist state can assist
them to pass from their primitive conditions straight to
the soctalist form.  And he is quite right.  For that wonld
benefit both the Colonials and the British workers. How-
cver admirable a form of life primitive communism is,
thoughtful Africans realise to-day that in the modern
world, this has no place. "The African must adopt Western
technique in production. T'o do this he must learn Western
ways.  Bur as soon as the African is given an opportunity
to develop freely {or his own benefit and not for profit,
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his capacity 10 produce rises enormousiv.  Thisx has been
tested particularly in the covoa industry of West Africa.
With a constandy rising standard of living, he wiil be
able w offer far more splendid upportunives to Britsh
Socialism, and a consrantly rising, exchange can be effected
10 the benefir of both.  Take coffec for instance.  ‘T'he
British setder produces at cnormous cost and prevents
the Kenya Alrican from producing because he can produce
so much cheaper. If the African gets a chance, he can
produce as much as a Socialist Britain could take, for
under Socialism he would not have 10 depend on how
much the worker could afford to buy, but would produce
as much as he could in exchange for what the British
worker could produce.

How is this 10 be achieved? The African is bitterly
resentful when English revolutionaries ralk about “giving”
him freedom. He does nor want 10 be given anyrthing.
His freedom is his own and he wants assistance to he able
o fight for it.  Over und over again in Kenya and other
parts, the Africans have revolted.  Bur they have a real
chance of success only when British Impertalism is being
aacked ar the same tme by the British revolunonary
workers.  The African has been deceived by the Labour
Government which oppressed him just as much as the
Tories,  For some time he trusted the Comununist Party
but as soon as the Stalinist bureaucracy began 1o seek
the friendship of Britain and France, they made the Third
International  change its  propaganda and 1o day it
is telling Africans and Indians 10 fight for democracy
against Fascism.  We of the Fourth International sy
to the Africans that capitalism is capitalism even if it
is democratic, and while we shall defend the democratic
rights of the workers against Fascism we are out (o bring

down (he capitalist system. And we tell Africans thar
when they pet the oppartumity. perhaps during the coming,
war, they must sirike a1 Britsh Imperialism. For them
and for us the cnemy is the same. Tha mav be some
time off. But what can we do now about it There is
a lor that can be done. Some of the Afncan peoples,
the Kikuvu of Kenya lor instance, have representatives
in London. Negro scamen live in London and can make
contacts with Kenya and other parts of Africa. We can
build up a real solidarity by fighting the cause of Africans,
Indians, and other colonials here and by leting them
know that we look to them to help us in rhe struggle.

The best way 1o begin is by gaining knowiedpe., We
can put workers in touch with Europeans and Alricans
and Indians ready ro provide speakers and 1o meet those
who want to co operate in other coloniat work. The British
worker should remember that Franco wouid never have
been able 1o attack the Spanish workers and peasants,
if the Popular Front Government in Spam had called
on the Moors 1o seize their independence. A Moorish
deputation went 10 the Popular Frout asking for cen
cessions.  The Popular Front Government, being, a cap
talist povernment, refused. And the Moors, birterly dis
appointed, listened 0 Franco.

Tet us esrablish solidarity at once on rhe principle
theoretically held and now proved 1 practice m Spain.
that a revelutionary movement in this counny can never
achieve finad success unless in close understanding and
co-operarion with the revolution in the colonies. [t you
wish to help or wish for help on the Colonial Question.
write 10: Robert Williams, 97, Kings Cross Road, Lon
don, W.C.t.

[Next mmonth soc shall publish an ariicle on Dudra.}

Documents of the International No. 3

The Fourth International and the T.U.s

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
(Draft Thesis Not Yet Finally Adopted)

1. The Fourth International sets itsclf the task of
leading the working masses of all countries along the road
towards the final victory of Socialism. It  therefore
earnestly strives to ger into the closest contacr with the
toiling masses and fully adopts the Bolshevik principle::
a Communist must work everywhere the masses are.

The sirongest mass organisations of the working class,
$0 lar as compass is concerned, are the reformist Trade
Unions. One of the most pressing and important fasks
of all the organisations and ecvery individual member
of the 4th International is work inside these Trade Unions
in order 1o break the influence of the reformist bureaucracy
and to lead the masses of the T.U. members upon the
revolutionary road.

The gquesrion “ when and how ” the organisations of
the 4th International will succeed in establishing firm

roots in the working class, acquire a wide mass influcnce.
and so finally become themselves mass organisations, de
pends, in the first instance, upon how far they understand
to win the confidence of the masses organised m the
T.Us and firmly establish themselves there.

Revolutionary work in reformist ‘I'vade Unions is in-
separably bound up with revolutionary work in lacrories
themsclves.  Without systematic persevering work in rthe
Trade Unions, it is impossible (o0 acquire or maintain
any influence wpon rhe workers in the facrories.

From the masses organised in the reformist Trade
Unions must be won the new and most active forces for
the qth Intcrnational.  Neglect of this task signifies bring-
ing the 4th International iwsclf and all its sections into

stagnation and isolation, and thus condemning them 1o
impotence,
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2. 'The 4th International adopis those principles and
resolutions which the Communist Enrernanionil, under the
leadership of Lepin, ieo up to the yth World Congress.
adopted with repard 10 the awitude and behaviour of
the  Conunupists towards the relormist Trade Unions
Lenin himself summarised the Communist principles of
Trade Union work in = Lefr Wing Communism —an In-
fantile Disorder.”

Insofar as the T.U. resolutions of the Ieninist Comin-
tern need 1o be corrected and supplemented, applies only
to dircerly practical and tactical questions ; bur the prin
cipal signficance of these resolutions has been completely
confirmed and justified through the course of historical
development, and not least through the further develop-
ment of the (Stalinist) Comintern itsclf.

The decline and degeneration of the Comintern and
1ts final open passing-over nto the camyp of social puatriot-
ism are reflected apenly in the position of the 3rd Inter-
natonal towards the reformist Trade Unions and  the
working masses organised within them. “The policy of
the Stabnist Comintern has vacillated with regard to "'rade
Union work betweep giving in to reformist burcaucracy
andd an ulra-lefo sectarianism (the RILU Red Inter-
national of Labour Unions- -and the independent Red
Unions) long ago castigated by Lenin, in order to end,
to-day, in vpen capiulation before the reformist burean-
cracy.  (Jouhaos).

Tust as the complete solarion of the Coenmunist Parties
from the organised working masses, due to the policy of
the RILU, signified the road of disaster of the working
class (the catastrophe in Germany), the present policy of
the Cominern with regard w work in the Trade Unions
is instrunental in putting shackles on the workers and
in driving them along the road o further defeats (e.p.
the capitulation before Reformism and the support given
10 the reformist bureanceracy - strikes in France, beginning
m Brest and Toulon up o the last grear strike wave).

Whereas Stalinistn has  broken openly with Leninist
principles and with the Leninist tactics and pracrical work
in regard 1o the Refoonist mass trade unions, first by
the uhrra-left, adventurons RILU policy which assisted
in drniving the German proletariat into the fascist con-
centration camp. and now by its  capitulation  before
Jouhaux and before rthe Jouhaux’ of all lands thercby
forcing the working class on the road of Germany,

THE FOURTI! INTERNATIONAL AND  ALL
ORGANISATIONS ASSOCIATED WITH IT DE-
CLARE UNCONIDITIONALLY -—AND CONFIRMED
BY THE GREAT HISTORICAI. EVENTS — FOR
THE APPLICATION OF THE 1LLENINIST PRIN-
CIPLES AND TACTICS IN RELATION TO THE
REFORMIST TRADE UNIONS AND THE M-
LIONS OF TRADE UNION MEMBERS.

3. The policy of independent red unions-—the RILU
efc.—has suflcred a complete coHapse.  The independent
red unions were not directed against the Reformist burcau
cracy, but proved very rapidly to be instruments by which
the Communists became isolated from the mass of rtrade
union members and by which they also lost speedily
their influence in the workshops. Thus, the Communists
were incapable of influencing the working class, of driving
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forward the radicalisation of the masses and of piving
it directon and @ goal

The orpanisations of the Fourth International are intent
an {recing from their isolation the small number of inde-
pendent unions which still exist, and on inducing them
1o re-unite with the reformist mass organisations.  Only
i this manner will it become possible for those revolu-
tionary workers still belonging 1o independent trade union
organisations to gain firm roots in the great mass of the
waorkers and to attain a revolutionary influence over them.

As far as the organisations of the Fourth International
are concerned, Trade Union unity is not identical with:
Unity of the Reformist burcaucracy. It is necessary to
carry on everywhere a bitter swruggle against the unity
of the bureaucracies.  Only in this struggle can be achiceved
and realised real trade union unity: the unity and solidariy
of the working class in its fight apainst capitalist exploita-
tion and against the entire capitalist form of society. The
trade union burcaucrats—no matrer whether they are of
the reformist or stalinist variety—are interested in uphold
ing the capitalist form of soctery ; thus, the struggle
against the capitalist system necessitates, above all, a
struggle against the treacherous trade union bureaucracy
which has the aim of holding back the revolirionary
development of the masses, of handicapping their pre-
paredness for strugpling, and of {rittering away the struggle
usell. The bureaucracy’s demand to the masses to uphold
order and discipline is nothing but a request coming
from this quarter not to infringe the “ order and discipline ”
of capitalist socicty and of the bourgeois state apparatus,
This has been proved over and over again by the recent
French strike wave and the occupation of the workshops.

Trade Union unity is to us not a fetish and not a means
for the defence of the interests of the bureaucratic machine,
but it implies the necessity of gathering together the pro-
letarian masses for a united struggle and for united re-
sistance, cven against the wishes and against the sabotage
of the reformist burcaucracy.

5. In times of rising revolutionary militancy, new
rremendous masses flow to the Trade Unions.  This mass
influx strengthens to a very great extent the importance
of the trade unions for the struggle of the working class.
The German development of the post-war period and
the French cvents give sufficient cvidence of this rype
of development.  However, while the masses flowing into
the trad: unions are full of preparedness to struggle and
full of lope 10 be able to prepare and carry through the
decisive strupgle against the capitalist form of socicty,
the trade union bureaucracy aims at holding back these
masses from just these very decisive struggles and at
placing on them the shackles of burcaucratic-bourgeois
discipline. ‘The antagonism existing between the hopes
and the will of the revolutionary masses, on the one hand,
and the interests of the trade union bureaucracy on the
other, citnnot be reconciled.  There remain two solutions
only: either, owing to the pressure of the masses, the
manoewvres of the burcaucriacy, and the burcaucracy itself,
are swept aside and climinated altogether—or, the united
force of the trade union bureaucracy and the bourgeois
state apparatus succeed in breaking and sabotaging the
revolutionary force of the masses.

In this siwation it is the duty of all organisations of
the Yourth International to place themselves with the
utmost energy and without delay on the side of the revo
lutionary masses, to unite with them and to assist them
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in their sirugple against the sabotage and treachery of the
burc:lut‘mry. The Trade Union fractions of the Fourth
Infernational have the task of organising the resistance
of Trade Union members against the reformist bureau-
cracy, of showing these masses the revolutionary way out
and of leading them finally @long the road of the revolu
tionary struggle.

In the present situation, where the reformist and Stalinist
burcaucracies have met in the swamp of social-patriotism
and class collaboration (““ People’s Front ”), the task of
preparing the overthrow of the capiralist order is left solely
to the organisations of the Fourth International. It de-
pends, in the first degree, upon their present and future
work whether the working masses will commence upon
the road of revolution or whether they will be strangled
by the refoxmist burcaucracy. In these circumstances
it would be tantamodnt to emasculating the Fourth Inter
national and to condemning it 10 insignificance, if any
available forces were left out from work within the
reformist trade unions (and thus in the workshops). There-
fore, any tendency 10 neglect the work inside the trade
unions must be combatted always as decisively as possible.
The expericnces gained by the trade union policy of the
Comintern and the RILU which led to its political collapse,
must place upon all organisations of the Fourth Inter-
national the obligation to work systematically and intens-
ively inside the reformist trade unions and to regard this
work as the central point of their tasks.

6. Revolutionary work jn the trade unions necessitare
concrete consideration of the needs and demands of the
working masses. It is not sufficient to proclaim and
constantly repeat abstract revoluriopary slogans.  Trade
union work means intensive guerilla warfare for the inter
ests of the workers and against the interests and manoeuvres
of 1he bureaucracy. This struggle must not be carricd
out in isolation from the respective trade union fractions
of the Fourth International ; all efforts must rather be
made in the direction of interesting the broad masses in
the trade union movemenr and of gaining their co-opera-
tion. By their own practical expericnces the masses in
the trade unions must recognise that the day-to day inter-
ests of the proletariat are best and most decisively de-
fended and represented by the organisarions of the Fourth
International.  This is the only method whereby the
confidence of the workers can be won, and this also lays
the foundation for making these masses receptive to onr
slogans for great and decisive actions.

The organisations of the Fourth International must
aim at a trade union struggle which is carried out before
the eyes of the widest masses ; they must aim at including
the vast number of trade union members in the organisa-
tonal life of the unions. For this purpose a close con-
nection must be established between workshop and trade
union. Tssues concerning the trade unions must be made
public issues of the workshop, i.e. of the working class
in its entirety, and vice versa. Ounly by this method will
it be possible to place the trade union burcaucracy under
constant proletarian control, and only by this method is
it possible to expose their manoeuvres and their sccret
diplomacy.

7. Tt is the rask of the organisations of the Fourth
International w0 take a definite stand for the creation of

a close connection berween the emploved workers and the
unemmployed. Tr is necessary 1o fight energetically against
the efforts of the reformist burcaucracy 10 isolare and
exclude the unemployed from participation in active rrade
union life.  Any division between the employed and the
unemployed workers serves only the interests of the bour-
geoisie—and, also, the inmerests of the reformist burean-
cracy which does not refrain from playing off the un-
employed against the employed workers, especially when
it is its object to sabotage and strangle strikes and similar
action. ‘T'he proletarian solution of the unemployed ques
on is o avoid any division between the unemployed and
the employed workers and to create closest unity of action
between the two.

The organisations of the Fourth International work
in the existing unemployed organisations, or participate
actively in the 1ask to build such organisations. In them,
they put forward their policy of bringing these organisa-
fions in close comact with the mass reade unions. The
unemployed are to be drawn into any action of the working
class (picketing at strikes, etc).

8. All organisations of the Fowrth liernational have
the obligation o urge that every one ol their members
1s organised in a trade union.

Inside the trade unions the supporters of the Fourrh
International have to organise themselves in special rrade
union fractions whicl, in turn, have to bhe co-ordinated
locally and on a national scale centrally. These fractions
may be divided into inner cells consisting solely of organ
ised supporters of the Fourth International, and into wider
fractions comprising all sympathisers.

The trade wnions fractions have to be closely linked
with the daily Hie of the rrade unions and have 10 rake
4 stand in regard to cach and every gquestion connccred
with trade unionism. They also must aim at establishing
a lively contact with the workshops, with workshop com-
mittees, works' councils, etc.

Notwithstanding, the decisiveness to be applied in the
struggle against the reformist bureaucracy, care must be
taken thar the bureaucracy is stopped from cxcluding
revolutionary forces from the trade unions. The closer
the link between the members of the Fourth Internarional
and the working masses, the more difficulr will it be for
the bureaucracy to carry out expulsions. When expelled.
members and organisations must remain in contact with
the trade union fraction and the workshops.  Systematic
and intensive campaigns must then be waged among the
masses in the workshop and trade union for their re-
acceptance. )

9. The ovrganisations of the Fourth International create
an international trade union commission with the obiject
of striving for international co-operation of the individual
national trade union fractions and development of their
struggle and of building and educating by this manner
a nucleus of gualified trade union functionaries of the
Fourth International capable of carrying into the broad
masses in the rade unions the idea of revolutionary inter-
nationalism and of the proletarian world revolution.

For this purpose the international trade union com-
mission of the Fourth International issues regufarly an
international  bulletin dealing with trade union matters
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Doctrine and History for the Youth No. 2

THE LENINIST ATTITUDE TO WAR

HAT is our attttude o War?  We say to the

Yowh that it is “ Turn Tmperialist War into Civil
War” 1 shall not attempt 1o explain 11, Lenin has
done so in words which are the simplest and clearest thar
we know stating our position.  Here they are:

‘Every war implies violence against nations, bur that
does not preventr the Socialist from being in favour of a
recolutionary war.  The class character of the war —
that 15 1the fundamental question which confronts (he
Socialist who is not a rencgade.  The Imperialist war
of 1914 18 is a war between two coalitions of the imperial-
st bourgeotsic for the partition of the world, for the
division of booty, and for the stranpularion and spolintion
of small and weak nationalitics.  Such was the view of
the war which was given in 1012 by the Basle Manifesto,
which has since been confirmed by facts. He who uban-
dons this point of view is nor a Socialist; and if a4 German,
inder Withelm, or a2 Frenchman, under Clémencean, says
“1am justitied, and, indeed st it is my duty as a Socialist
to defend my country if it is invaded by an enemy 3 he
reasens not as a Socialist, not as an Internationalist, not
as a revolurionary prolerarian, but as a bourgeois national
st For this reasoning leaves out of sight the revolutionary
class-struggle  of the workers against  capitalism, and
abandons ull attempt at appraising the war as a whole
from the point of view ol the world bourgeaisic and the
world proletariat ; that is, discards Internationalism and
adopts a muserable and narrow-minded nationalist stand
punl. - My country is being invaded, all the rest doces
not concern me—that 15 what such reasoning amounts
1o, and this 1s why it is bourgeois nationalist narrow
mindedness, It is the same as if somebody, confronted
by an individual outrage, were to reason: socialism is
opposed 10 outrage i theredore T prefer 1o be a traitor
rather than po to prison.  The Frenchman, the German
or Talian who says—“ sociulism is opposed 0 outrage on
nations ; therefore T defend myself when my country is
invaded "—this man is hefraying socialism and inter-
nationalism, since he only thinks of his own country,
places above all his bourgeoisie, withowr reflecting upon
the international connections which make the war an
Imperialist war, and his bourgeoisic a link in the chain
of Imperialist brigandage. All Philistines and “ yokels ”
reason just like these renegades, the Kautskys, the T.on-
puets, the Turatis: “my country is invaded and T do
not care about anything clse.”

As against these, the socialist, rhe revolutionary prole-
tarian, the internationalist, reasons differently. e says:
“the character of the war (whether reactionary or revo-
lutionary) does not depend upon who was the aggressor,
or on whose territory the enemy is standing. It depends
on what class is carrying on the war, and what is the
politics of which the war is a comtinuation. 1If the war
is a reactionary imperialist war, that is, is being waged

by two world-coalitions of the imperialist predatory bour -
geoisie, then every bourgeoisie, even of the smallest coun
iy, becomes a partcipant in the brigandage, and my
duty as a representative of the revolutionary proletariat
15 10 prepare the world proletarian revolution as the only
escape from the horrors of the world war.  In other
words, T must reason, not {rom the point of view of “my”
country (for this is the reasoning of a poor stupid nationalist
philistine who does not realise that he is only a plaything
m the handy of he imperialist bourgeoisie), but from
the point of view of my share in the preparation, in the
propaganda and in the acceleration of the world proletarian
revolution.”

This 15 what Internatonalisin is, and this is the duty
of the international revolutionary worker, of the genuine
socialist,” LeNIN—Tlie Praletarian Revolution.

There is lintle 1o add o that wo-day. The “Communisis”
say “that circumstances have changed ” and they sing
loud alarms about the growth of Fascism.  Fascism s
German capitabism, as the Kaiser's governmenr was CGer-
man capitalism. The German worker is more oppressed
by Fascism rhan he was by German militarism. That
15 undoubtedly tme. But that is no reason why we should
firht for British capitalism against German capitalism,
We remain internationalisis.  There is the question of
the TLS.S.R. We must defend the Soviet Union for we
have to prevent the Workers” State from sliding back
to capitalism as it certainly will if it is conquered in
war.  But how do we do thar? By joining with Baldwin
or Dufl Cooper or a Popular Front Govermmnent? Never.
Nor even if Colonel Harry Polliut in full uniform asks
us to do so.  Any combination of workers and capitalists
means that the workers will be deceived.  The bourgeois
will begin the war perhaps allied w the Soviet Union.
But they know what happened afrer the last war.  They
know that revolutions will certainly follow this coming
war, and they know that if the Soviet Union is still in
existence after the war the workers will be inspired rto
sweep capitalism away,  All of the bourgeoms know this,
British democracy and German Fascism.  So that as soon
as the war is at a siape where one side feels that it has
the victorious position it will make an offer 1o the other
side 1o come to terms at the expense of the Soviet Union.
The bourgeois did ir in the last war. They will do it
in the next when the existence of the Soviet Union will
be a far more dangerous example to the workers than
1t was at the end of the last war.  The Fourth International
principles demand that while Litvinov and Stalin can
make alliances with the bourgeois and bargain and intriguc
with them, we the revolurionary workers can only defend
the Soviet Union by keeping up the class struggle and
aiming to bring capiralism down. If capitalism goes on
the Soviet Union must perish ; so in peace and war we
have to strupgle to bring down capitalism. The position
of Lenin remains unassailable. C. I.. RUDDER.
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