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EDITORIAL
MAY DAY 1937

HE First (Paris) Congress of the Second International

in 1889 passed a resolution rhat by direct action the
imternational working class should make May the First a
paid annual heliday, on which in every town and city
in every country in the world the workers would demon-
strate for their demands.  "The first May Day took place
in 1890 under the banner of the Sccond International
with the cight-hour day as the genceral slogan.  Since then,
there have been many bistoric May Days, red letter days
in the fight of the workers against their oppressors.  In
1916, in Berlin, rhousands answered the illegal call of
Rarl Liebknecht (o demonstrate against the war, being
focght on the German side apainst the barbarism of
Czarism, on the Allies’ side for * Democracy ™ In 1917,
in Russia, with the Czar just overthrown and the days
of the revolution younp, there was a tremendous national
celebration of the 1st of May. The liberal bourpeoisic
hastily took over a red tinge and even nnremoved czarjst
generals marched under the workers® banners.  But at
those demonstrations there alvo appeared for the first time
bold red streamers with the words: * Long Live the
Third International.” The revolutionary banner of October
bad been raised. The 1st of May in 1926 saw the beginning
of the splendid fight of the British workers in the General
Strike, which was sold in the end by the Labour Iraders.
And now 1937. Ilow does the international working class
nd this May Day?  In manv countries the new revolu-

tionary banner for the Fourrh International will be borne,
10 strike alarm alike in the hearts of the bourgeoisic and
the working class betrayers of the Second and Third
Internationals.

In Spain, the challenge of the workers will re-echo tw
the roar of guns: and the challenge will be heard not
only by Iranco, but by Caballero and Azana, the Spanish
cquivalents of Kerensky, and by all rthe other Labour
and Liberal agents of the bourgeoisie, whose job is a rear-
guard one to rrick rhe masses out of victory., The May
Day banners raised “ For a Sovier Spain” will further
undermine the self confidence of these gentlemen, as they
toudly shout of the nccessity for suppressing the “ex-
tremist 7 elements.

The boom of the workers' challenge in France also
vibrates throughout Europe this May Day.  On the build-
ings of rhe Paris Exhibition the Red Flag has been daily
hoisted, to the great irritation of the authorities, trying
to impress foreign visitors with the spectacle of national
unity.  The workers have forced from the Popular Front
poverwnent, increase in wages, the forty hour week, and
holidays wich pay, but the goveramenr has been endeavour-
ing 1o take back with the left hand what it gives with
the night.  Such a state of affairs cannot exist for any
length of ume.  The capiralists cannot afford 10 gram
concessions,  The showy fagade of the Populur Front
government will be hroken down soan either by the work-
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ets themselves or by the capitalists. 'Uhe French workers
have a revolutionary tradition, Their spiric s high, Thiy
May Day there will be tremendous demonstrations. Before
another May Day arrives, there are likely o be burricades
in the Paris streets,

In Germany and the other Fascisr countries, May Day
has become a farce for the workers,  The demonstrations
are not a voluntary acton of the masses showing their
strength, but an caforced parade of salutation to The
Teader of the bourgeoisic.  Nevertheless, the workers
marching in the strects 1o mock their own weakness, must
remember the other days when they walked proudly, and
clench their fists and vow that piven the opportunity they
will so march again.  Their chance will come, if not hefore,
then with the war, when rhey have aros tn their hands.
Bur ir will then be necessary for the workers in the rest
of EBurepe 1o show their internationalism and class. soli
dariry, by striking a blow at the class enemy in their own
counries, refusing to stand behind their varions narional
capitalists in a new war for * Democracy ™ against
Fascisin.

In Russia, May Day has of recent years been celebrated
hy a display of military strength. The workers in the
Sovier Union are suffering under the ryranny and despotisin
of a huge and powerful burcaucracy. The workers cannot
deal with thi bureaucracy with the danger outside from
Germany and Japan. In the coming war, the First Workers'
State will be well defended, and part of that defence
will have to inclede getting rid of the burden of the
bureauciacy.  The Moscow Trials, the downfall of Yagoda,
the recent purges, are signs that with_ the approaching
war, the bureaucracy is already cracking.

In Britain, the mass demonsrrarions of the workers takes
place on the first Sunday in May, because the Labour
leaders i this counrry have always tried to avoid any
conflict with the employing class. This year these Labour

leaders have been much more converned with the national
pageanny of the Coronasion eof May 12, than with the
workers' demonstarions i days earlier

The Commumst Party calls the workers our on May
15t But iu s those who seem o stand most to the left
who can the most easily betray. At this time, when the
most vital 1ssue facing the workers 15 the issue of war,
the May Day slogan issued by the Communist Party is
the slogan of Imperialist Britain during the last war,
“Uite For Democracy.” A pamphlet issued  under
that title ends with these words: “T.et every supporter
of Peace, Democracy and Social Advance march wirth
us from the Embapkment at 230 pan. v May 1507 Peace,
Democracy and Social Advance as a slogan for Inter-
national Working Class Day!  Even Batdwin could mouth
such a slogan.  In 1977 in Russia, the Czarist Generals
marched in the May Day demonstranons.  What hetero-
pencous class celements now unite wnder the banner of a
party calling irself © Communist ”?

The interests of the workers and the inicrests of the
capttalists are opposed and can never be reconciled.  The
slopans under which the workers came out into the streets
should be as sharp as the class division ielf. Neither the
capiralist class as a whole, nor any section of 1t, could cver
play about with Tenin’s war slogan: * Turn Tmperialist
War into Civil War,” nor with Marx’s international slogan:
*Workery of the World, Unite!”

It is the duty of every revolurionary 1o be out in hoth
the May Day marches.  The streets are the battle grounds
of the class struggle. Trois in demonstrations that the
masses gain confidence, feeling somethiog of their untapped
strength. Revolutionaries rajse and popularise class slogans
in demonstrarions.  The Marxist Group this May Day
repeats the calls of Marx and Lenin, and raises the new
call of “A Workers Party” under the untarutshed revolu-
vonary banner of * The Fourth International.”

1. For a new Recolutionary Party.

ba

(_,mm!ry.

restoration of capitalism.

with the capitalist cluss.

and right of criticism.

heing reformed.

WHAT WE STAND FOR

7 Points of the Marxist Group.

. Opposz/um to all who betray the October Rewolution wunder the slogan of ** Soctalism in One
Recognition of the international, i.e. permanent character of the proletarian revolution.

7. Defence of the Soviet Union apainst Imperialism and

d. Against Dmperialist War, support fr)r colonial and oppressed peoples, against subjecting the revo-

hetionary movement to support of League of Nations.
For independent working class action behind the Revolutionary Party ‘
to twn Impevialist War into cioil war, and to abolish war by the overthrow of Capitalism.

To participate in the working class struggle for inonediate demands,
! sections of the working class movement on specific tssues, muaintaining organisational independence

6 Recognition that the Second wnd Third Internationaly are politically barkrupt and impossible of

v For internationa] weorking class solidwrity wnder the leadership of the Fourth International.

agarnst internal counter-revolution for the

Aguime all who advocate National Unity

For wieed action with other

S
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ON the rtwelfth of this month the Archbishop of
Canterbury, chief medicine mun of the bourgeois
state, will crown George Windsor in the presence of a
host of coronered parasites. Every form of  barbaric
pageantry and all the latest scientific achievements—
television, filins, cte.—will be used to impress and bemuse
the working masses.

Let us look behind the stage-setung of this coronation
show, let us ger behind the flags and buntng and sec
what it all means.  Since the monacchy ceased to play
a progressive role in the forging of a4 national state out
of the clans and tecritories of e lesser rulers, the monarchy
and the church have been but the wwin servants of the
ruling class; from the feudal lords to the modern capiralist
bourgeoisic,  When the feudal church—Roman Catholic—
and the feudal monarchy became a brake on the progress
of the rising bourgeoisie, both wery overthrown.  The
monarch lost his head and the church its lands. When
the new ruling class had established its political power
the monarchy was restored and, with the church—now
protestant,~—allowed o exist us 2 nreans {or doping and
keeping servile the working class (they had yer no yellow
press, cinemas and wireless!).

To those who understand that all history is a record
of the development of the means of production and the
struggle for power of the classes owning thase means of
production, the recent events in connection  with  the
monarchy are but another confirmation of Marx’s analysis
of the bourgeois state.

“King and Country.”  You remember that call, {ellow
workers?  And now they crown their new king to ‘rule’
over their country and their empire.  King and Emperor-
by the grace of God and the execusive committee of their
state, parhamenr.

When we are wanted to fight their wars the monarchy
and the church are there, ready to supply rthe necessary
wave of unreasoning emorion which makes men forget
their own needs and the strapple of their own class, and
sends them out to fight the battles of their masters for
markets and profits.

Workers, proletarians, you who own no part of the land
nor the means of production; you who can live only by
selling your labour to thuse who own these things, the
nling class; do not be deceived by the pomp and show
put on to distract you from the real issues facing our
cass. You, middle aged ones, who fought for their * King
and Country,” for liomes fit for heroes and the rest of
their Jies, what have your children been daing these lase
few yeurs?  Lining up at the Labour Exchanges, pale
and undernourished, with worried faces because they knew
what a struggle you and your wile were having to keep
your home topether while the rich gor richer. Workers!
remember and de not Jet the twdey papeantry of their
coronation make you forget for one moment the plight of
your class.

Where are the working class leaders in all this?  How
81t that not a single voice has been raised by the leader-
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ship of any working class pauy against this coronarion,
this mockery ol the poverty of the masses?  Are our
so called socialist and communist leaders so anxious not
to offend the sentiments of thetr middle class and liberal
supporters that they are afraid o speak the tuth and
issue a call for a working class prorest?  These leaders
will tell you perhaps that tiey fight capitalistn and that
with the ending of capitalism, 4 republic will be born.
But fellow workers, capitalism cannor ever be overthrown
whilst the masses continue w be deceived by such mumbo-
jumbo as coronation shows.  Particularly at this momenr,
when the whale capitalist world is armiup for the next
imperialist war, when they are preparing the new genera-
ton—omnr children—for cannon fodder, it is necessary to
warn our clasy and tear away from the bourgeoisic their
mask of ‘patriotism’ and ‘loyalty.” It is more than cever
necessary for every advanced class conscious worker to
show up the bourgeois state for what ir js; a machine for
sceuring by persuasion or by force a servile acceprance
of explottatton and poverty by the masses.

In this present moment the ruling class needs “ national
unity,” for enly by working class agreement can it pursue
its imperialist aims and maintain its position of exploiter
of its own workery and the colonial peaples.  There is no
“national unity”; there can be no unity between the owners
of the means of production and the working class.  We
have no single interest in common,

Those ‘Socialists” and *Communists” who keep silent now
are by their silence agreeing with and assisting our masters
in their campaign for ‘national unity’ in which the corona-
tion is being made to play no small rble.

Let them crown their King. Tt them have their
show, we workers are nor deceived.  The yellow press
would kike an “incident™ buc the working class must keep
away from all coronation celebrations.  Let us show our
confempt for those who insult our poverty with their
pageantry by ignoring it. Provocareurs they have in plenty.
Class-conscious workers will refuse to become involved in
“ingidcms” of any kind. Our task, fellow workers, is to
pauently explain to our Jess class-conscious workmates
the role of the monarchy, the meaning of the coronation
and the way it is being used as a means for restraining
our class from the pursuit of our goal.  We will tell our
children the stery of the struggle of our class, how
generation after generation we have been their exploited
staves, the source of their wealth and their cannon fodder.
Our goal, a new life and a new world for our children.
Our goal, the overthrow of the rule of the capitalist class
and the establishment of the rule of those who throughout
history have been the exploited slaves of those who own
the very means by which alone we can produce the things
necessary for life; the land, the factories, the mincs, the
radlways, the machinery.

They crown their king,  Let them. We march torward
w the day when we shall crown the age long struggle
of our class with the victory which alone can bring peace
and happiness to all men. ’

G.W.




FIGHT

May, 1937

SOVIETS IN FRANCE OR DE LA ROCQUE!?

ITE eyes of all world revelutonaries are turned on

France. Now that the Russtan prolerariat has proved
itself unable to overthrow the Sralinist bureaucracy which
is feeding itself on its back, and the German proletariat
and the Chinese workers and peasants are suffering under
a period of repression, thanks 1o the false policies ot
the Russianised Moscow Intermational, the hope of the
world proletariar and the Spanish revolution liey in the
hands of the French Revolution.  Yet in the face of rhis
huge responsibility the Popular Front Government allows
Chiappe, the Fascist ex head of police, illepally elected
for Ajaccio, then re-clected for Passy, to go on a propa
granda tour to Morocco as the representative of the Paris
Country Council in the face of rthe Tetuan revolt,

At Clichy, the Parisian workers came off work an
hour early and went gloriously intw the fray. A small
meetng of the Partd Social Frangais (Fascist) was to see
an imperialist film of Claude Farrere 5 some sixty people
including women and children were already in their seats,
when the crowd which had been invired to keep the
Fascists out of Clichy, attacked the Fascists and a general
welée ensued.  Barricades were set up and shots exchanged.
Thorez, the Communist leader, came to the Town Iall
and refused to address the crowd.  He reticed after pro-
mising to demand the resignation of the Alinister of the
Intertor.  The local commnnists ealled for discipline. Some
of the workers pulled down the barmicades and  were
prected with @ volley from the Guard Mobile. A member
of the Blum Cabinet was shot while interceding between
the workers and the Guard Mobile. 200 were injured and
5 killed. 100 arrests were made.

The next day the workers of the Exhibition who had
been urged by Blum to complete their work  quickly
as a “wriomph against Fascism,” went on strike as a
protest.  While all this was going ou, M. Blum had been
sirting at the Opera with Lebrun, listening to the deficate
strains of Havdn under the baton of Sir Thamas Beechan
—a Unitted Front of French Labour and English Con-
servatisim,  The C.G.T. (French Trades Union Council)
called for a general half diy strike.  The manifesto read:
“TIn the presence of spontancous strike movements which
have broken our on Wednesday in the shops and [uctories
as a natural reaction to the abominable provocation of
Clichy, we, the interpreters of the wish expressed by the
unions call for a General Strike, ... "

This is a clear admission thar Jouhaux and Co. were
forced into declaring the strike by spontaneous mass action.
T{ad they been sincere interpreters, they would have called
for the arming of Workers’ Militias to carcy on the fray
and disarm the Fascists and clap the Jeaders into T Santé
instead of organising a “ calm demonstration as a warning
to obtain the dissolution of the Fascist Leagues, the puri
fication of the police, et

An awsembly of the Popuiar Fiont deputics merely
demanded that the country should preserve the pesce and
sent messtees of condolence (o the bereaved and wounded.
Vaillant Couterier and Thorez, the feaders of the Com-
muni>t Party, <laim to have made strong representations

to Blum, who however emphaticaily denies this. Certainly
the Communist deputies did not demand the resignation
of the Minbter of the Interior as they promised the
wounded at Clichy,  What is more than likely is that
rhey did nothing, but frightened by the mass uurest, tried
to cover themselves up with the usual muscovite ** left”
phrascolopy.

In the Chamber of Depuries, Ybanagaray of the Parti So-
cial Francais mentioned the provocauve poster ol the gth
Intemational inciting the masses 1o acton.  But un-
doubredly the masses went inte action spopranceusly and
set up barricades. At fust they thonghy the police were
on their side, bur on being fired on they demanded the
resignation of Blum and Dormoy, the Minister of Tnterior,
and only the intervention of kiown Communist agitators
prevented their action from assuming far greater pro-
partions.

In St. Denis, the workers prepared to assault Doriot’s
seeting, bur the government prohibited the wmeeting at
the last mimute.  The Radical Socialist leader came out
with a statement of the typical two-faced hypocrisy of rhe
party of seducers of the working class vote. " If the
Social Party was the re-constituted Croix de Feu, then " —
he stated—"* it should never have been allowed to function,
but if it was a legally consttuted party, then it should
enjoy the same rights as other parties and it was intwlerable
that a secuon of the community shonld interfere wirh its
meetings.” The Radicals aceded the Vascists to balance
the Comumunisrs.  Blum should read a severe moral lesson
to rhe workers. Ybhanagaray took the hint; he pleaded
that his party bhelieved in democratic-republicanism of the
“ripht.”

L' Humanité (Dawly Worker of the French CLP.) came
out with the usual Fascist-Trotskyist provocateurs tale and
the Popudaire (paper of the Socialists) wirth an ingenious
story that disguised Fascists had provoked the crowd, The
Radical Aube was far more outspoken.  For once it could
tell the rruth. * The crowd seemed 1o have got out of
the hands of the local elected and of the militants of the
extreme left. For some time past the old Blanquism
seems 1o have been growing in spite of the knowledge of
the Socialists and Communists,  Trotskyism and Anarcho-
Syndicalism are nor a myth and 1cseems in these quarters
we must seek those responsible for the abominable night
outrage.”  The Radicals delightedly tell the truth in order
to get their most deadiy enemics on the lefr thrown into
jail,

Both the News Clronicle and the New Staresman hoped
that De Lu Rocque would not pe prosecuted as it would
give him “ publicity " Le Temps considered the Trotskyist
‘menace " so deadly that it has recently devored five
articles 1o this subject from tie pen of Rayrmond Miller,
the biographer of Dorlat (March 28th, 31st, Apri] 2nd,
6ih, 8th) under the head of © [s an Extreme eft Springing
Up Again in Prance®”  Miller gives a brilliane analysis
of the Trotshyist mavement, jts theory and organisaton.
Hiw articie on Mar. 3150 end menacingly: “Who, in Pars,
in the vary midst of the war, when peaceful hourgeois began



'T

May,

FIGHT 5

o venture into the aidés of Monpainasse ro see the litte
groups of Russian emiprés, who around Trossky, Martov,
Radek, Rakovsky and Chicherin were writing and reading
the articles of Nashe Slowve, imapgined that soon the Third
International would reign in Russia and shake the whole
world 2"

The Comité des Forges' organ employs writers who
are profound students of history: they know the historical
correctness of Lenin and Trotsky and how dangerous it
an be inn pracrice ; they cannot afford to waste their
type nor their readers’ time, but they will do their best
© save the properry of both.  Dorior said that the Clichy
“riots ” took rhe form of a civil war manocuvre, yet Blum
still tried o tread water in the rising sea of revolution
until the C.G.'L. forced him to prosecute de la Roque.

At Oreil, the Socialist Seine Youths demonstration was
a refreshing counterbalance 1w the behaviour of the older
members. 6,000 marched in perfect formation  past
ministers of the Popular Front shouting, “ Down with the
Two Years,” ** Soldiers never, Militiamen ever,” “ Carry
on the agitarion in the bauacks.” The Seine youth is
pardy under the influence of Fred Zeller, its ex-leader,
now a prominent Frotskyist, who will play an important
role in the coming revolution. The Socialist Youth paper,
the Jeune Guarde (Young Guard), is likely to be suppressed
for its anti-military, pro militia propaganda, and 22 mem-
bers of the Seine Youth have been excluded. The Com-
munisi Party of France accused the youth of giving the
Fascists a justification for their semi military organisation,
but the Populaire adopred the artitude of *““these dear
children.” The age of the children ranges {rom 18 to
30 years.  Zeller may well find space under glass for these
old men in 2 Reformist Museum one day.

The reactionaries have been publishing a series of anti-
democratic books.  T.eon Dauder’s brilliant polemical
Panorama of the Third Republic, Tardieu’s Twenty Years,
Guarez’” Our Lords and Masters, Bernards’ Three Angry
Years. Maurras, the theoretician of the Action Frangaise,
fow serving a term in prison for inciting to murder the
140 deputies in case of war with Italy, has a book tracing
sbsolute monarchy from Jean d’Arc to Napoleon. Marcel
Cachin and Coururier may well read Maurras’ book and
tross themselves before their icons of Stalin, when they
mad Maurras, quoting Louis, “ 1 am dying but the State
rmains, gentlemen, serve it well.” They are to-day
prepared to serve well the French bourgeols state.

On the other side there has been a regular bevy of
books exposing the Communist burcaucracy in Russia from
the Left. Andre Gide's Return from the Sowiets (published
in English this month by Secker and Warbury at 2/6d)
&poses the general ignorance and nationalist tendencies
of the intelligentsia, the inane new worship of Stalin, the
dnability of the oflicials w act spoutuncously and the in-
wuality of wagres.  Céline has also artacked the Trade
Union leaders, has also expused wage inequality and has
tld the French women that in Russia they are all con-
sidered prostitutes. Then there is Tvon’s What is Huppen-
ing to the Russian Revolution? Souvarine’s masterly Staline
and Victor Serge’s brilliant analysis of the G.P.U. Destrue
tion of the Revolution (Grasset), Les Seize Fusilles (Hum-
bles) and his arricle in Crapuillot.  Andrew Swiith, an
#-American C.P. er, has arucles on life in the U.S.S.R.
und finally there is Trotsky’s fine book on Soviet politics,
konomy and sociology, La Revolution Trakie (The Revo-
Wtion Betrayed), published by Grasset.  Literature plays

A preat pait i the revolutionary movement in France
where there s a bookshop for every 730 people as com-
pared with one for every 4,300 in Great Britain.

The bankruptey of the Popular Front government be
comes daily more manifest,  Thorez has said living costs
are up by 40.4% and mnemployment remains almost ar
the same fevel as last year. The building industry repre
sents only 61% of the 1928 figure.  For coal production
there are 45 millions of tons in 1936 as compared with
55 in 1935. The production of electricity up 7.6% in
Belgium, 10% in Grear Britain and 22% in Germany, 1s
down 1.3% in France. The cost of sugar has gone up by
over s0%.  The country is menaced by new cessations
of work. "There is no real means of cconomic recovery
under the present conditions. A state paralysis brought
on by “ discouragement and defiance,” says L'Ere Nouvelle,
Herrtot’s paper. At Toulouse, the workers by their action
siuceeeded in getting industry placed partly under their
control.  In Africa, the troops of the Popular Front are
fighring the people. 25 have been killed since February :

READ !

"WORLD REVOLUTION™
By C. L. R. JAMLS (SECKER & WARBURG, 12,/6d)

The C.N.T. Barcelone station repeatedly calls upnn
the French workers to overthrow the government. The
workers of Lyons struck against the orders of the C.Gi. Y.
The workers of Bordeaux seized the ships and blockaded
the harbour o enforce a rise in wages. “ It is impossible
to carry on the vconomy of a revolution withour civil
war,” said the bureancrat Zyromski, and for once Le was
right.  The local Socialisr cells in the §, 13, 15, 17, 19
and 20th arrondisements (localities) of Paris have passcd
maotions of censure on Blum. The 17th section is in open
revolt,  The Snudent Socialist Conference had to close
its sitting owing to the sympathy shown for the extreme
left.  Marceau Pivert has once more let down the lefr
in the SFIO. (the Socialist Party) in un article in
Populaire on * Discipline and Democracy.”  He justifies
his action by staring thar socialisation of the means of
production is on the §.F.1O. party programme and rhat
the time is not ripe to revolt. The Right wing press are
trying, he says, to get him excluded, but he will not be
provoked. His action is that of a starving man who will
die of hunger rather than trespass on his nejghbour’s
propecty o steal an apple.  Pivert resigned from the
Radio (he was in the Prime Minister's Department as
controller of broadcusting) as a left move after the Right
had won all the radio elections except in the case of
Toulouse.  Vaillant Couturier was defeated by all the
Right representatives in these elections.

On the 18 of April the S.F.LO. held thetr annual
conference to discuss fusion with the Communist Dany.
‘the C.P.Y. is staying further and further 1o the right, even
the left phrases of the leaders in speechies are sub-edited
when reporied in L'Hwnanité. "The masses are finding 1t
confusing to distinguish between the socialist tendencies of
Doriot’s Parti Populaire Fascism and the nationalist ten-
dencies of Cuachin's Balalaika Boilshevisn.  The Yrench

Trotskyists (International Workers’ Party) P.O.L are bring-

ing out splendid directives in their
Struggle ™ (La Lutte Ouvriere),

paper, * Workers

Stalin may believe in
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Sacialism in One Country but his Jieresay hunt 1s rapidiy
building, up Trotskyin,  Instead of concentrating un‘lhf
I Roque, L'Hamanité comes out with huge headlines
“ Smash Trotskyism.”

Rosmer, the ex-C. 1 rade union leader has written a
very e analysis of the workers in France before the war,
which should serve as a warning against the tncks ol Blum
Daladier and Cachin (Librairie du fravail, 17 Rue
Samnbre et Mense, X).

The Fascist party are at present badly disurganised
De la Rocque, a mediocre figure, has oeither the demagpogy
nor the prolerarian origin or the experience necessary Lo
win over 2 strata of the proletariat.  Bur his followers
are bristling with arms, ready to be rushed into Paris. The
Action Frangaise can never hope 1o win power with its
monarchists’ programme but the polanical pens of Dandet,
Maurras and Larpent and its yo,000 maimed shock troops
are dangerous, together with Renuud’s Solidariié Frangaise
(French  Solidarity) and  also the  Jeunesse  Patnotes
(Young Patriots). Norgeles peasant fascists are dangerons

i the conany and -0 are the Natonalists of Alsace and
[artane. And there s Dortotr, ex-member of the Executive
of the Cormunst Party of Toance, Mayor of St Denis,
whose Parne Populinie Francats tirives i the middle of
the working class suburb bele round Paris. This dangerous
demagopue, as would be French Mussoling, is being used
o deceive the workers. He has arrived lare but he plays
on the anti-Kassan charerer of the Frencl masses.

The French workers have a sirmighr path to tread.
Thorez may call for one party, one class, belore the seizure
of power.  Let him sic in bis embroidered Russian shin
and centertain Lebrun an his rop har and Blum in his
sombrero. The workers must call for armed militas.
Trowsky's Whither Franee shows them the way, under the
feadership of the P.OL | w the seizure of power, The fine
stoakers showed what the workers can do. A general surike
15 the last step to the aivil war. Down with the Kerensky-
Blam governiment! ree determinarion for Tunis, Morocco
and Inda China! The revoliidon will produce its Blanquis
and Babenfs. Now is the time o prepare for the cry
“ Sovicts Bverywhere ™

THE SPANISH STRUGGLE

VERY revolutionary worker will welcome the recent

vicrories of the Loyulists on the Madrid, Cordaba,
and other fronts.  Despite the repeated forecasts by the
reactionares of the defear of the Loyalists, the workers
have shiown that they possess the courage and determina
tion to carry forward the struggle 1o a victorious con
clusion.

On the Arapon Front also certain sall successes have
been achieved.  Itis on the Arapon Front that the workers’
militias, who demonstrared their courape and  heroisin
in the carly days of the civil war, are mainly cum‘cn_lrﬂrv.‘*.d.
As we have puinted out before it was here that an oflensive
could have been undertaken against Franco  the comrades
on the Aragon Front had been supplicd with arms and
other necessary cquipment.  An offensive could have been
undertaken that would have made it iimpossible for Franco
to concentrate the bulk of his foreign troops on the Mad-
rid {ront.

The Statinists have auempred to cover up this sabotape
by attributing this inaction either 1o cowardice ol the
workers” militia or as Mr. Campbell asserts in his pam-
phler Spain’s Left Critics, to the crippling acuvity ol the
POUM, who have put forward the slogan of a ** Revolo-
forces ” see the salvation to the whole Spanish guestion
in a “regular people’s army; a unified command; only
one flag ™ (i.c. republican flag) policy.

The fall of AMalaga demonsirared what this * people’s
army,” this unified command was worth.  The forces a
Malapa were under the connrol of a communder '.\iho wWas
appointed by the War Minister of the central (,x"r,J\.‘::mf
ment and who received his orders drom thar AMinister.
The danger 15 seen here of leaving the command and
conduct of the war in the hands of people who are incapable
ot taking the most clementary precautions for the delence
of the town.

Tle POUM. shile calling for a revolutionary army as
aganst @ people’s e newtral army, is not opposed to a
unified command ; but it insisis that it be controlled by
the workers' organisations. A unified command exists ou
the Aragon Front—but everybody knows that the reason
no effecrive advance has been wade is due o the non-
supply of arms from the central Government and not the
cowardice of the workers.

“The POUA states thar the presenr army cannot be
a poluically neutral army butr musr be based on the revo-
hutionary class struggle and in the service of the working
and exploited population, an army which must be the
puarantee of victory now and the defender to-morrow of
the revolutionary conquests of the new revolutionary so-
ciery

ATTACKS ON POUM CONTINUE!
Further ro the atticks on POUM and other revolutionary
crions of the working class, is the recent suspension of
La Battalla by the Government of the Generality.  This
action was alo taken agminst Nosostros, the Anarchist
paper. Under pressure of the workers they were forced
to fift the suspension afrer two days.  Of the many reso-
lutions passedd by the workers profesting against this at-
temnpl to silence a revoludonay workers' newspaper the
tollowing s from the militia on the Huesca front:

“The thowsands of fizhters of the POUM militia de-
mand the canceltation of the suspension of La Rattalla,
While the men of the POUM militia tal] fighting against
[aseism, behind the lines they are wsulred and their S2CTT-
fices are mocked. The suspension of La Bawtalla is a
proof of 1"

co
¢

The CPGB. artack the POUAL because it opposed
compenzation for cermin dispassessed owners---is comment
necessary? Mro Campbell also objects to the POUM draw-
ing the analogy between the Popular Front Government
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and the Kerensky Government. Will My, Campbell deny
that we have in Spain a “ bourgeos demnocratic Govern.
ment?" L iy for that reason thar the revolutionaries say
It is necessary 10 win the war and make the revolution.
Both are juseparable. We should like to know from these
Stalinists why the workery should “ spread the democratic
republic of a new type (whittever that may mean) through-
out Spain” as apainst carrying forward the war o a
victorious conclusion and establishing Workers’ Power.

Then Mr. Bishop of the Daily Worker comes in with:
“POUM, whose treacherous record has been so thoroughly
exposed.” It has now become necessary to call ir treachery
o advocare the need for the social revolution,

The Kerensky Governmenr was in essence a People’s
Front Government,  In it were all the pacties of the
workers and  peasants—cexcepr the Bolsheviks, It stood
for democracy.  In August 1917 it was attacked by
Kornilov- equal 1o a Fascist nowadays. Nevertheless,
Lenin never politically supported the Kerensky Govern-
ment.  Lenin based his policy on transfer of State Power
o the Soviers—this was obtained not through but against
the Kerensky Government.  When  Kornilov  atracked
Kerensky, Tenin pursued an independent class policy.
While fiphting with Kerensky against Komilov, he and
the Bolshevik Party kept the workers and soldiers under
their influence because they knew that Kerensky would
dimacely betray the revolution.  “ Use Kerensky as a
gun rest to shoot Kornilov——afterwards we shall deal wirth
Kerensky.”

Therein lies the analogy between Russia in 1917 and
Spain in 1937.

“NON INTERVENTION”

The tragedy of non-intervention continues—in the mean-
ime Iralian Fuascism continies o send men and arms
to assist Franco—while the capitalist states, through the
London Committee, appoint numerous sub-commitiees to
deal with matters on which they will never reach agree-
ment,  Ifow long will the rank and file of the T.abour
Party and Vrade Union movement tolerate a leadership
which supports such a policy?  The recent happenings at
Bilbao demonstrates how British Imperialism is able to

HILE one must not ignore the judicial aspects of

these trials, yer the political aspects are the side
which concern us wost.  Larst, therefore, the significance
of the trial for the internal position of the Sovier Union.
The distinguishing characteristic of the Soviet Unijon is
a huge burcaucracy which swallows up a large share of
the economic gains of the revolution, cruelly, mercilessly
suppressing  the attempts of the workers to lessen this
inequaliry. Tt controls the counrry through the parry

which Stalin dominates and as long as Stalin protects
the privileges of the burcaucracy, the bureancracy is solidly
pro-Stalin and supports this uncontrolled despor.  But
the pressure of the masses s continually forcing iself
into the party, and year after year, Stalin purges the party
only to find the discontent pushing its way through. The

utthse the policy of nonantervention 1o aid France While
the people of Northern Spain starve, the Popular IFront
Cravermiment ol rance ruchlessly operate the non-inter-
vention policy, while the leader of soctal-demacracy in
this country sit round on their behinds moving vores of
censure on the Government

Fhe workers muest act. Smush the Dlockade of revo-
Jutonary Spain'  For arms and food for the Spanish
workers!

We Fourth Tnternationalists in exposing the betrayals
of the Second and Third Internations raise the call in
Britain for support fur the Spauish Revolution and the
fighters of the POUM and CN'T, who despite the arracks
of Fascism and Stalinism, stand to-day in Spain us she
vanguard of the workers’ revelution,

THE MARXIST GROUP STANDS FOR THE
CRITICAL SUPPORT OF POUM
We regrer the refusal of the LT comrades to co-
operate with other Groups in this counnty for a united
campaign in support of POUM. POUM irself has wel
comed the assistance of all sections of the working class
movement who have rallied to its support. It is necessary
then in this urgent siarion 1o call for a united fromt in
Britain of all genuinely revolutionary elements give
practical assistance to the Spanish Revolution and o de-
fend POUM uagainst the awacks of Stalinism. Only in
this way shall we be able to rally support for the future
strugple which will come after the defeat of Franco, i.c.
Workers' Power or a “ Democraric Republic of a new
type.”
A AR

CORRECTION, APrIL ISSUE.

In the paragraph headed ““ Stop Press ™ it was asserted
that the LL.P. representative opposed the formation of a
soldiers” commirree.  We have since received information
that this is an incorrecr formulation of the acrual position
and the LI.P. did nor oppose this. We hope in the next
issue of FIGHT to print an article from our comrade in
Spain dealing with the guestion of Soldiers’ Committees
in the various militias.

THE SECOND MOSCOW TRIAL

fCoNncrunED)

war danger has demanded a yearly expenditure of over
a thousand million pounds.  This expenditure falls heavily
upon the workers.  To keep them down the party has
had to increase even its former burcaucratic tyranny.  Bul
this process could not #o on {orever. An explosion was
inevitable.  Stalin, the most astute and relentless hurean-
crat who ever lived, tried to [orestal] jt by these trials.
What is the evidence for all this?  Stalin himsclf gives
it to us.  In the International Preys Correspondence ol
April 1oth, 1937, appears a specch by him delivered some
weeks ago to the Central Commitree.  Stalin is there
pointng out the new road for the party.  He says:
“Another example! 1 have in mind the cexample of
Comrade Nikolayenko. Who is Nikolayenko? Nikolayenko
is a rank and file member of the Purty, she is an ordinary
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“linle person.”  For a whole year she had signalled
about a wrong situation in the Party organisaton in Kiev,
exposing the nepotism, philisune approach to workers,
papging  of sclf-criticisim,  high-handed action by rhe
Trotskyist wreckers, She was shunned like a bothersome
fly. At last in order w get rid of her, they expelied her
from the Party. Neither the Kiev organisation, nor the
C.C. of the C.P. of the Ukraine helped her to obtain
justice. Tt was only the intervention of the C.C. of the
Parry, which helped to disentangle that rwisted knot. And
what was revealed by an examination of the case?  Tr was
revealed that Nikolayenko was right, while the Kiev
organisation was wrong.”

For years we have pointed out the rotten condition of
the C.P.S.U. We were called and-Sovier.  Now comes
this damping confession from Stalin, and anodier report
by Zdhuanov which shows that this state of aftairs 1s
wide-spread.  Something had to be done.  Stalin staped
his tials, called the Trotskyists wreckers and terrorists
and threw all the blame on them; both for the rotrenness
of the party regime and for the thousands of accidents,
due 1o the reckless speeding-up called the Stakhanovite
movement.  Conscious of the wide-spread discontent, he
proclaiius a new policy, self cridcism, but ar the same
time he has prepared the way for the judicial assasination
of every one of the old Bolsheviks, who could form 2
rallying point for the epposition. The speech just quoted,
later pives warning of 4 terror to be unjoosed, which is
enough to freeze the bones of ull those who live in thar
land of terror.  Crush Trotskyism is the command. There
are not many, only a hawdful, but crush them, crush them,
and so on, page afrer page, we find in the report.  Bur
what s perfectly clear from rhe speech is that the Party
does not belicve Stalin. How could it?

If all this wrecking was going on and Piatakov, Asststaut
Commissar ol Heavy Industry was responsible for it, what
was Ordjonokidze, his chief, doing? Was he a Trotsky-
ist?  Stalin dared not say that.  But Ordjonokidze “died”
providentally just when the questions were being asked.
And if all the Trotskyists were about wrecking and con-
spiring, what wuas Yagoda, hecad of the G.P.U, doing?
Yapoda has been arrested.  For Trowskyism?  Not yet,
But for drunkenness, debauchery, bribery, and stealing
from the till like a dishonest shop assistant,

What a dirty, bloody mess of lies, deceptions and murder,
apen and secrer.  We, the ‘Trouskyists, know what the
Soviet Union means to Socialism.  If it were to get back
to Capitalism, 1o private property, then all the work and
hopes of the last rwenty years will be blasted, and he
international working -class movement will have to begin
all over again.  But never shall we identify the corrupt,
cruel, and depraved Stalinist regime with Socialism.  And
the Third Inwemational, the Independent Labour Party,
the Lefr Book Club, the Friends of the Soviet Union, and
all these hangers-on of the Sovier Union who will nor
face the truth, and who either by their sycophancy or
silence protect the Stalinist regime from the consequences
of its crimes, these bear a responsibility only Jess heavy
than the crimunals themselves.

In this speech, Stlin, after two years of lying about the
classless socrety, now tells ns that the class struggle must be
less ociety, now tells us that the class-strugple must be
fought onr sl both eurside and inside the Soviet Union.
‘But the class-struggle he is fighting is not against Kulaks
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i They need your help !

We recetve the following from the British Sec
tionr of POUM.

‘e

<o We aeere st having a conversation with
these comrades (POUM Red Aid) and they have
impressed upon wy the urgent reed for medical
supplies and also tobacco for the troops. It wmay
not appear at first sight how impartant cigareties
are, but there are wery small quantities of cigar-
eites in Spain now and the boys look forward to
receiving them more eagerly than anything else.
We know your sympathy with the Spamsh
workers and your desire to help, and therefore
we make an wrgent appeal to you to undertake
a campaipn immediately with the object of obtain-
tng these supplics for our Spanish comrades”
We appeal to all our readery and friends to
send tmmediately te ws any sum—Ilarge or small
1o help us yespond to thiv appea. We have a
quintity of POUM Red Aid stamps which we
shall be pleased to send you to essist in the roising
of cash amongst your friends.  Send to us im-
mediately, 25 Aubert Park, Londor, N.5.

and capiralists, but on behalf of the bureancracy aguinst
those who try o express the desires of the suffering
workers.  That battle has gone on for years and the trials
show that a climax is approaching.

So much for the internal situagon.  But the trials too,
as everything in the modern world, have an international
significauce. JUis reported and probably with trath that
there is a conflicr in the bureancracy between those who
wish the Franco-Soviet pact to continue, and those who
wish an cntente with Germany.  The vital issue, however,
1s: are the workers of the world 1o trail behind Soviet
Union foreign policy and join up with their bourgeoisies in
those countries which have the alliance with the Soviet
Union, or ate they, as Lenin always insisted, to carry on
the class-struggle and wry to turn the Impedalist War
into Civil War? The Third Tnternational has been driven
by Stalin to adopr the first position.  But in Europe and
America a Fourth Internarional headed by the hated name
of Trotsky is growing.  This for Stalin and the Stalinists
in Russia would be a disaster.  They cannot let the
revelutionary movement in Europe get out of their control.
Hence their persecudon of die revolutionary P.O.UM.
in Spain, and Stalin’s bitter attack in this recent speech
against the Fourrh International.

National Defence or Turn limperialist War into Civil
War?  That is the queston, and Radek's Jast speech
gives us an astonishing indication that, deep dyed Stalinist
as he became, yet in the mind of even that corrupe old
Bolshevik, the old Teninist slogan stll remained para-
mount, and in his own crooked way he remains faithful
at heart to the revolution as he sees it, Tu his last statement
heds Iying and, given the inherent absurdity of Lis premise,
he Ttes about his psychological reactions at difterenr times,
convinciagly (o some, suuply because he 35 a trained
writer and man of lewers.  (If Garki had decided to




May, 1937.

confess, does anyone doubt that wherever he didn’t have
10 deal with facts, his analysis of his motives would have
been moving ?)

Bt Radek tells us on page 542 that he admits his
guillt ** from motiees of the general benefit that this truth
must bring”  He knows that the Stalinists nced this
confession in their desperare effort (vain) to resture con-
fidence of the politcatlly minded masses in their regime.
But on the question of Turning Imperialist War inro
Civil War, Radek uses his last utterance to condemn
subtly, but as clearly as he can, the counter-revolutionary
policy of Sralin and the Third International. On page
543, he says: “elad we must also tell the world
what Lenin—1I tremble (o mention his name from this
dock-—suid in the letter in the directions he pave to the
delegation that was about to leave for The Hague abort the
secret of war.”

Every educuted revolutionary knows that document. [t
is perhaps the most famous of Lenin’s writings on war,
aud 1s a merciless condemnation of every other policy
except Turn the Imperiatist War inco Civil War.®)

Stalin secks by the trials not only to deflect unrest at home
but prove to the international bourgeoisic that he can be
trusted to collaborate with them.  Bur collaboration with
the bourgenisic means the rain of the workers, and thar is
why Stalinism owiside Russia as inside is a cancer to be

Why should Radek choose 1o remind the world of
this at that moment.  The answer seems to me clear.
He is saying 10 those who can understand : * Rally round
Stalin in Russia, defend the Socidist Fatherlund” hut
o those outside, even while he is cursing Trotsky he is
saying: " Do not be seduced by that lying policy of the
Third International.  Stick to Lemin's instructions to the
Hapue delegation”

* We reprint this document of Lenin’s below.
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cur out of our movement.  Everything rests with us in
Europe. It is the defear of the proletariat that drove
Smirnov and others like him o capimlation. Bur Victor
Serge tells us of the thousands of Trowskyists in the
prisons who will not capitulate, who in the face of every
conceivable cruelty and  privarion, are waltug for the
rime when the revolution will relieve them.  Russia will
need these disciples of Lenin some day.  Itis on us they
depend.  Radek had no need to remind us of T.enin’s
instructons to the Tapgoe delegation. That is our founda-
ron and we arc building on it.  As thie Fourth Inrernational
grows and forces 1ts way to the head of the masses, the
anti-Swalinist forces in Russia will be heartenad and
srrengthened in their resistance.  And they need it.  Never
in history has there been such repression as the Stalinist
burcaucracy meres out to these gallant soldiers of the
revolution.  Yet Stalin could not ger one of them to
confess, he had to use men who had already capitulated,

Let their example be always with us, aud strengthen
us in our task to build at alt costs and with every sacrifice
our section for the Fourth Intemational; to support our
comrades in other sections;ceaselessly 1o expose the treach-
cry and crimes of the Stalinist burcaucracy and the Third
Interpational.  The trials have had exactly the opposite
effect to that which Stalin intended.  Everywhere people
are listening to us now, moving tentatively towards us,
The tide hus turned ac kast. The rest is courape, encrgy
and organization. I the obstacles become greater, at
lcast the righiness of our road becomes clearer cvery
day. We of the Marxist Group and our cowmrades and
allies will follow ir without flinching,

LONG LIVE THE SOVIET UNION

DOWN WITH THE STALINIST BUREAUCRACY
FOR THE WORKERS' PARTY

FOR THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL.

CLRJ.

LENIN

Notes for the Hague Conference

N the question of the struggle against the danger of war

in connection with the Hapue Conference I believe that

the greatest ditficulty consists in overcoming the prejudice that
this 1s an easy, obvious and relatively easy question.

All the prominent retormist leaders usually say to the working
elass: Let us reply 1o war by a strike or a revolution.  And
very often the seeming revelutionaniness of these replics satisfies
and reassures the workers and peasants.

Perhaps the most correct metliod would be to begin hy sharply
refuting such an opision—by declaring that, especially now,
sfter the recent war, only the most stupid or those hopelessly
false cun assert that such a reply ro the question of fighting
against war i3 of any use whatever. We must declare, that to
“reply” to war bv a suike is impossible just as it is impossible
o “reply to war” by revolition in the simple and literal sense
of these words,

It is necessary to explain to people the real cirocumstances—
the secrecy— under which war is prepared, and liow helpless an
ordinary organisation of the workers-—even though it calls itself
tevolutionary s in fuce of un actually imminent war.

It is necessary to explain to peaple over and over apain and
s concretely as possible how things stood ar the time of the last
war and why it could nor have been otherwise.

It is necessary especially o exphin the significance of the
thatmatance kit the “detence of the fatherland” becomss in-

evitably a question which an overwhelming majority of the
totlers will decide in favour of their own bourgeoisie.

Therefore, tirst of all, it is necessary to explain the question
of the “defence of the fatherland”; and in the second place, 1t
Is necessary to explain in this connection the question of “dufeat-
st ;¥ and, finally, to explain the only possible method of fighnng
against war, namely, to preserve and form illegal organisations
for prolonged work against war on the pait of all revolutionatles
who take part in the war—all this must be put in the forefront.

Boycott the war 15 a stupid phiase—Communises must FONGY
any reactionary war,

It is desirable to show with special concreteness by the example
of the literature published in Germany betore the war and paru-
cularly by the example of the Raule Congress of 1922, that the
theoretical recognition ot the fact that “war is a critne,” that
“socialists cannot tolerare war,”” ote., mitny our to be mere empty
phrase-makiug: for there is no concrerencss in such presenttions
of the question.  We are not piving the masses any really hfe-
like idea of how war can and does come on. On the contrary
the dominent press glosses over this question every day in an
innumerable number of ways and spreads such o oweb of lies
aroured this question that the weak Socialist press Is powerless
to combat it; the more so since even in peace time s puint of
view on this question is radically wiong.  The Comnnunist press
in most countries wiil disorace il too,
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I think that oor defepgates ar e inernanonal congress ol
co-operatory and rade umonists should divide the work wrnons
themselves and analyse ma mosr detmled fashion all the sophos-
tries that wre advanced to justify war at the present tme, Pechaps
the prnincipal means for aracnng the masses to war are preciely
the sophistries which the bourgeots press advances, aad the most
umportant reason why we are helpless against war as enher that
we de not aualyse these sophistries in advance, or, what is worse,
we distmiss them with cheap, brageart, and nreerly empty phrases,

~that we “shall not permit war to hreak out” that we “fully
understand that war is criminal,” cte, in the spint of the Basle
manifesto of tg12,

It seems 10 me thatif at the Hapue Conference we have a few
persons capable of muking an anti-war speech i any of the
languages, 1t would be most important to refute the apinion that
those present wie eneinies of war, that they understand how war
can and must come on them at the most unexpected moment,
that they are i any way aware of the methods that have to be
wsed in the struggle azainst war, thar they are inoany way capable
of adopting a reasonable and efficient method of struggle against
war,

In connecnon with the jeceut expenence of war we  1must
explain whuat a vast number of theoretical und practical quesnons
will anse the very nexr day after war is declared, which will
make v utterly tmpossible for the enornsous majority of reennis
Lo examine thermn with anything hke a clear head or wirh auything
ke conscientous impartiality,

My opinion Is thar this question must be explained in a
particularly detailed fashion, and it should be explained in two
wuys:

In the first place by relaung and analysing whar took place
during the last war and by declaring to all rhose present thar
they do not know this, that they only pretend to know it, whiie
in fact they are shuottng their eyes to what 15 the crux ot the
matter, and thar without knowias what the crux of the matter
is 1t is furile o talk about fighung against wur.  On this point
I believe 1t 1s necessary o examine all rhe shades of il the
opinions about the war which arose at that tune amonyg the
Russian soctalists. It is necessury to prove that these shades of
apinion dud nat arise casually, bur were gencrated by the very
churacter of modern wars in general. It is necessury to prove
that without an analysis of these opiniens and without explaining
that they arise inevitably and are of decisive hmpertance in the
question of fighting against war—without such an analysis, there
can be no preparation for war or even a class-conscious attitude
tawards at,

In the second place it is necessary to quote instances of present-
day conthcts and to explain by their example how war can
break our any day as a resnlt of a dispute between Fngland
and France over some dewsil in the wreaty with “Tutkey 5 or

The Colonial Question

bBetween Amnenca and Japan over some anlling dispute over any
quastion reterning o the Paahc; or between any of the big
Powers over colonial questions 5 oor over disputes about theyr
policies in regard to customs duties 5 or generally speaking about
ttade, ete. It seems to me that 1f the least doubt arises abowr
our bemy able to say freely all we wunt to say against war al
the Hague, 10 will be necessary 1o consider a number of strate-
gems by which we will he able, at any rate, to state the principal
paints, and then w pubhish i pamphlet form what we were not
able to state ar the Huague.  We must take the risk of the
chatnnan cutting our speakers short,

I think that for the same purpose, m addidon ro speakars
who can and will deliver speeches agamnst war as a whole— i¢
develop ull the principal arguments and stare @l the conditions
of struggle agawst ware the delegation should consist also of
people spraking the three principal foreign languages, who would
devote thar omz 1o conversations with delegates and to finding
ont how [ar these detepates grasp the main arguments, and how
far i s necessary to rewnforce any particular argument or (o
quote any particnlar example.

Perhaps, as regards o number of questtons, only the citation
of actual cases i connecnon with the last war would bhave any
seppons elfect. Perhaps ay regards o number of ather questions
anty an explanationn of the present conilict (between stales and
their coanection with a porssible urined contlict) will have sertous
eftect

Tt occurs to e that very many declarsuons have been juads
by onr Communist deputies on the question of the strupgle
against war, declurudons both in parliament and in speeches
ontside of parhament, which contain monstiously incorrect and
ronstrously frivolous staternents about the struggle against war.
I dunk such stateinents, eapecially ot they bhad been tnade after
the wor, should  bLe cinphaticstly repudiated and we must quarte
the name ot every person who has made such statements.
Criticistn of such a speaker may be toned down as ane pleases,
especially 3f that iy necessacy. but we mmst not ignore such
cases, tor a ftrvelous atinude towaeds this quesudon is an evil
which out weighs all the others and 11 1s absolutely itmpossible o
trear 1 lemently.

There are many decisions passed by lubour chagresses which
are intolerably stupid and frivelous. It is necessary immediately
to collect all the mateal and discuss in detail the varivus parts,
the various points of the theme, as well as the entire “strategy”
to bhe pursued at the congress.,

A mistake on our part on this queshon or even a failure to
deal with it tully and i all its essentials would be intolerahle.
December 4th, 1922,

*)  ‘ Defeausm ' s the policy of defeat of one’s own country
durtng war, i.c. turnmag imperialist war into civil war.

STRIKES IN SOUTH AFRICA

From a Comrade in Yohamesburg

EVOLUTIONARY actvity amongst the masses of
Sourh Africa is centred in Johannesburg, the largest
cty.  Here there have recendy been two srrikes, both held
by purely native trade unions and in both the Worke:s’
arty of South Africa (Protskyist) has played its part.
The first strike was called on December the 2nd last
by the natves employed in the Laundry industry in Jolun
nesburg.  Of the 2,000 workers in this industry, approxi-
mately 1,100 had joined ropether and formed the African
Laundry Waorkers’ Usion, which alter uying patiently for
nearly two years through the Depmirment of Labour and
other official channels o have thete grievances remedied,
finally took a strike ballot.  As a result when the strike
wae called about 8oo of the workers canie oul in the morn-
ing and during the day other workers stopped work, The

effect on the employers was instantancous and by nightfall
they had concluded @ provisional agreement with the Unjon
leaders that if the workers called off the strike certain of
their demands would be praoted.  During the day, how-
ever, 22 stukers were arresied, and despite the success of
tie Union in obraining a substantial portion of its demands,
particulacly  a general increase in wages, the arrested
strikers were prosecuted for various contraventions of the
Riotous Assembly Act. Eighieen, however, were dis-

charped and the remainig four were fined ten shillings
cacl, the fines being paid by the Union, who had also
arranped for the legal defence of the workers,  The Work-
ers’ PParty came on to the scene after the strike broke out,
ind they gave their wholehearted support unl its settle-
ment. The effect of the strike was excellent, as when the
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other non-union workers saw that as a result of the stke
a rise i wages had been obtained, and that even the arres-
ed strikers ot oft almost scor free, a nuwber rushed (o
join the Union, whose membership has now  increased
substantidly.

During January, the Workers' Party were responsible
for the tormation of the Afnican Metat Workers” Union
amongst the native employees ar the Scaw works in Johan-
neshburp.  Of the 50 native workers here 140 joined the
Union during the months of January and February, and
conditions were such that it was not long belore matters
caame 10 a head. On Saturday, 21st February, two members
of the Union were suspended by the bosses on some trivial
excuse, but obviously because of their Umion activities., A
mass meeting of the Umon was called for the sume after-
noon, and ar a strike hallot raken the vote was unanimous
for coming out on Monday, [t should be noted here that
the Workers’ Party representatives 4t this meeung pointed
our 1o the workers thut such a strike was most unlikely to
succeed, but once the decision was taken to come out on
steike, the W.I'. gave it heartiest support.  The workers
had decided, that was suflicient for the W.P,

On the Monday at 7.15 am. the Union gave the bosses
one hour’s norice and at 8.15 am. the first 40 workers
came out and then the rest. The workers formed a pro-
cession and marched along Eloff Street, the main street
of Johannesburg, carrying banners such as “Aflrican Metal
Trades Union,” ** For the Fourth Internadonal,” * The
Workers Party of South Africa,” ete.  From the first
day the Unton was formed political issues were clearly
introduced and the effect was now to be seen. At the
strike headquarters strike committees were formed and

THE INDIAN

HILE Europe huas been enjoying the pronounce-
ments of Hitler and Mussolini on one side and
the nincompoops of the Non-Tntervention Committee on
the other, India, that country of s50 million people, has
passed through a historic phase without giving rise to a

2y

single headline in the * Nationalist ** press.

The Indian National Congress, unlike the Communists
and Socialists of Europe, has affirmed wirth a loud and
power{ul voice that it will not participate in the coming
Imperialist war, on whatever side the masters of India
might decide to fight.  Not only that: Nehru has been
touring India asking the people not to have anything to
do with the war of the masters.

Close on the hecls of the first assembly of the National
Congress in a village, where a hundred thousand people
coflected from all over the country and showed the might
and strength of rthe anti-Tmperialist organisation in India,
have cotne the elections to the provincial Assewblies under
the New Constitution.  'Though the {ranchise is still very
restricted and there are only 30 1o 35 million voters, a
bare 10% of the population, and the Consttuencies have
been devised to the disadvantage of the mass forces, yet
the Congress Party, which stands for anti-Imperialism

the S.A. Trades and Labour Council were approached
for help, The Communist Party of Scuth Atnca were
also approached but stated thar they would have nothing
o do with the matter as ‘T'rotskyists were concerned in it
the fact that it was =wworkers out on strike made no differ-
ence o them.

Of the strikers, sixteen were arrested on the Wednesday,
but on the Friday fifteens were released and the other
charged under the Riotous Assembly Act. It should be
pointed out here thac in South Africa it is illegal for natve
workers to strike in any form at all, thus all the strikers
were lable 1o arrest, bur so far the atnnude of the suthori-
ties has been to arrest only the leaders and, where they
can find them, the shop stewards. In regard to funds the
Workers Party working wirh the strike commitiees were
able to raise sufficdent to pay a quarter wages on the
Sawurday, but during the week the bosses were engaging
new workers and the strike was pewering out. The Union
had 3 meteoric rise but it has had its cffect, as thanks to
the policy of the Workers Party the workers had an ex-
cellent lesson in comradeship, unity and revolutionary
trade unionism. A number of the workers returned to
work, but despite the result of the strike the Union
has not been broken up and there is still a strong nucleus
at the works. It has also given an upsurge to the move-
ment amongst the natives with the result that there will
be a struggle between the Workers Party, the Communist
Party, and various other native organisations to lead this
movement. Having, however, stood at the head of the
strike, the Workers Party’s prestige is highest and many
workers look to them for a lead.

LOS.

ELECTIONS

in the eyes of the masses, has won such a victory that
even the Baldwin landslide of 1931 pales into insignificance
beside it. In 1931 the Labour Party still secured one
third of the votes. In the Indian elections the combined
groups of the reactionaries have secured only 139 of the
votes. In many constituencics the henchmen of the British
Government, with titles and medals to decorate them,
forfeited their deposits in spite of police prorection. In
one constituency an ex-Minister did not poll a single
vote—a record in the history of all elections.

These results are surprising not only to the Government,
but to many a political prophet. The illiterate Indian
voter, trudging for miles to reach the polling booth, had
found the right coloured box and put the Congress Party
in 2 majority in six Provinces, and made them the largest
single Party in three others. In only two Provinces have
the Congress Party oot had very great success. In these
Provinces the franchise is very mall and does not reach
o the masses but only 1o the small and newly educated
Mohummedan classes in the towns. Even in one of these
Provinces, the Punjab, a Marxist, and for a long time a
puest in one of His Majesty’s Prisons in India, has defeated
a prominent Government supporter, and that in a com-

(continued at hottom of next page)




YOU SHOULD READ!

«) Stake My Life" 1d. Leon Trotsky. British Com
mittee for the Defence of Leon Frotsky.

I his is the complere teat ol the speeddisead Toamnectng
of 7,000 workers assembled o New York under the aus-
pices of the American Committee for the Deltence of
Teon ‘Troisky. He offers to supply evidence of his 1mno-
cence to a Cormnission of Enquiry and is prepazed 1o
stake his hie and surreader himself to the Soviet authori-
ties if found puiliy. A Commission under the presidency
of Professor Dewey has already lefr New York for Mexico
City to open the investigarion. The Mextcan Stalinists
have already threatened ‘Trowsky with violence if he ap-
pears in public to state his case. This pamphtet should
be read by every worker who really wants 1o understand
what s behind the Trial
“ Third International After Lenin” loon Trotsky,
357 pp. /6.

This is Trotsky’s criticism of the programne of the C.L
adopted ar its 6th World Conpress. Tt was around the

connter programme  that the Opposition ralhied. It is

impossible 1o understand the question of the split in the
.1 and the subsequent exile of Trorsky and imprison
ment of the Oppositon without reading this book.

« World Revolution.” . I. R. James, (Secker &
Warburg)., 12/6.

Here in one volume is a survey of the Communist move-
ment since 1917, The book is written in a language which
any worker can understand and for that reason is worthy
of recommendation.  Not only this, for the hook presents
tn you a bird's eye view of the whole development of the
Comintern since Lenin's death and the mistakes committed
by the Stalinist burcaucracy based on the theory of “Social
ism in a single country.” This is the first book 10 be
published in this country which places our programime
before the British workers.  Although the price is pro-
hibitive for the average worker, every comrade should
endeavour 1o obtain @ copy in the local library.

“ Lessons of October.”” L. Trotsky, 126pp. 2/3.

‘I'his is a new American cdition of the work published
in this country in 1925, with a new introduction by Maurice
Specror.  In view of the Sralinist falsifications of the
happenings during the revolution it is opportine that we
reccive this edition from America.  Trotsky presents 1o us

rrananv
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4 concise exposiion of the strategy adopted dunng the

Bolshievik revoluton of tory and of the sppositon it
enceuntered among other leading Bolsheyiks,

“Pehind the dloscow ‘Frinl”” Max Shachtman, 112 pp.
1/,

A critical analysts of the it Moscow Drial. Ths
pamphler has had a phenomenal sile in this country.  No
worker can read this analysis without realising that the
question at issue is one of fundamenral importance w© the
whole working class movement,

“Whither Franee” L. Trotsky, 160 pp. 2/3.

For an understanding of the background of rhe coming
French erisis it is necessary o read this book.  This
review covers the period from February 1934 to the last
clecrions and steikes. It dncludes he artcle which ap-
peared in the journal of our French section, calling lor
the formation of Commitees of action, which was sup-
pressed by the Blin Government. In view of the recent
happenings ar Clichy and the reported split in the French
Communist Party it 1 necessary to have a thorough grasp
ol the French politcal backpground.  ‘This book is im-
postant for thas reason.

FOR AN UNDERSTANDING OF THR
SITUATION IN SPAIN READ—
“ Civil War in Spain,” by Felix Morrow. 9d.
“ Spanish Revolution,” monthly bulletin POUM, 2d.
“war and the Workers,” John West, 5d.
“War and the $th International””  5d.

OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO YOUTH-—

“Roud for Revolutionary Secialists,” Zeller.  3d.
“ Suppressed Testament of Lenin  5d.
“ Tirst. Two Moscow Trials,” American 8., 1/3.
“World Voices on the Moscow Trials”” 9d. A se-
lection [rom the Liberal and Labour press on the
Trials. ‘
“The Witcheraft Trial in Moscow,” Adler, 2d.
“Defence of Terrorism,” 1. Trotsky. New ed. 3/6.
““What Next in Germany,” L. Trotsky. 1/6,
“History of {he Russiun Revolution,” L. Trutsky. 10/6.

Any publication including the works of Marx and
Lenin can be obtained from the Marxist Group. Send
cash with order.

THE INDIAN FLECTIONS (continued)

munity which is supposed to be foyalist and suppligs a
large number of reciuits to the Indian Army. FThat be-
tokens woe o Imperalism in the next war.

Now, how are these victories going to affect the struggle
of the masses? Tl issue of whether to accept office has
come to the fare. The right wing Nuuonalist clements
are derermined 1 form a government wherever the Con-
press Party bas a majority, while the rising Socialists are
trying to dissuade the mass organisation from taking this
fatal step.  Anyway, whether the Congress Party accepts
office or pot. they arc not going 10 become the instruments
of British repression.  Many of the new Tegislators have
had their political education in the prisons, and are going
to resist o the uomost the efforis of the Governors, with
their special powers, to bow rhem down and pake them
Jirde Ramsays, respecteble and conrtdy.  Already  the
Coronation Durbar has been cancelled because of the Con-

gress boycott, in spite of all assertions {rom the India
Oftice 1o the contrary, and on the first of April, the Con-
gress Pasty observed o day’s General Strike. The repressive
machinery of the Govermment is going to flout the popular
feeling of India and perhaps enact measures for which
they are condemning the Ttalians jn Abyssinia. Whether
it i3 going to be better or worse thau Congo, nobody
knows, but India is curering a phase of strugple where
leatings and shoorings are going 1o be more commonplace
and on a much larzer scale.  The war preparations of
the Government might make them a bit cautious and
conciliatory at fust, but ultimarely there can be no question
of compromise where two opposites meet. The Socialists
are going to pain a prestige and influence in India which
will tent their leadership o the uttermmost. For a Marxist,
Nehru has srilt to earn his spurs in real political class
acion.

SINGH
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The Glasgow Engineers
T Puarkhead Forge, famous for wartime mulitancy,
1500 men have stiuck for 1d. per hqur'iucm'.lsc.
The swike is supported by the Glasgow Districe Com-
mittee representing 12,000 workers, while the National
Executive, at first rebused recognivon  and  instructed
the men 1o return 1o work,  Beardmores, the owners, only
joined the Ewployers Federation after the dispute started,
and now claim the operation of the pernicions York pro
cedure
At the same time 6,000 (now increased to 12,500) ap-
prennices stiuck ar various Clydeside firms, including John
Browns.  “They demanded wage increases  Although not
members of Untons, they were supported by the Glaspow
Trade Unions. On Friday, 16th April, a general strike
was held 5 this was nor completely successful owing to
orpanisational faults. The struggle 1 asswming a national
importance, and indicates the rising tide of militancy.
- - o

Scottish ‘I'ransport Workers

ORKERS employed by the Scottish Motor ‘Tracrion
Co. struck during March, abour 10,000 being in-
volved,  Once again the T.G.W. U, would not recognise
the strike.  Phe issue was an increase of wages and
standardisation of rate.
L - L]

Kent Busmen

BOUT 2,000 men employed by the Maidstone and

District Motor Co. and the Chatham Traction Co.
struck work on the 1qth April for an increase of 2d. per
hour and huprovement of working conditions. The TGWU
as yet will not recopnise the strike and have urged the
men to return. The dispute, however, is spreading, and
350 businen have struck in Essex.  The militancy of the
workers has caused attempts 1o run a scab service to be
abandoned.  Four members were arrested on the 16th
April, and gencerally there is « welcome sign thac the men
are prepared for militant action.

In addition to the above disputes the London Busmen
hve given notice to terminate their agreement with the
London Transport Board ; the Railway Unions have pre-
sented claims for wape increases ; the London District
Committee of the AX.U. is preparing a drive for 2d.
per hour increase.  The distributivé workers are stirring
W the need for action and the N.UDLAW. and Shop
Assistants are to ballot their membership on amalgamation.

o - -

Harworth Strike

HIS dispute involving 1000 men still continues.  As

we explained in Jupuary, the issue is Trade Union
organisation versus Company Unionism (Spencer Union).
The mecting in Fehmary berween the Miners Federation
and the “scab” Union with an “impartial” Government
’presentative in artendance, produced a scheme for amal-
pmagon whiclr was submitted o the Notts Miners for
miification.  The proposals involved the retainiug of Mr.
Spencer in the new leadership and would in practice mean

THE CLASS STRUGGLE

a revival of "non peliucal” Unwonism.  As was w he
expected the Notts Minars E.C. nined the scheme dowu,
During further auempts at negotiations the Mimners Fed-
erauon on March 121h announced that they would not
proceed further unul the dispute at Harworth was settted,
agd on April 2nd arranged 1o hold a ballot nationally
on the question of a general miners strike to defend the
principle of the Harworth strike.  The vote has taken
place.  There was no doubt that there wonld be a big
majority for strike aciion.  The Harworth employers bave
countered by issuing a reactionary statement, and have
“re-orpanised  their methods, so that they now claim rhat
only 350 men will be required.  Also Mr. Spencer holds
forth in the Capitalist press on the joys of working in the
“most peaceful and conrented coalfield in Britain,” Appar-
ently they cam £y0 per week up there and will soon he
running their own cars.  In reality, of course, the “scabs”
are putting in a bit of overrine, while 1000 men are
striking,  This sort of peace and contentment comes to
the willing slaves of capiralism. A well bearen dog »oon
becomes unconscious !

The Scouish and Welsh Miners Executives have recom-
mauded 2 strike vote and we are likely o See a crigeal
sitiation arise.  However, there are the usual signs rhat
the leadership is secking to avoid a clash.  Sir Walier
Citrine is prepared to be “reasonable™ if the Harworth
employers will promise no victimisation.  An indusrrial
correspondent writing in the Daily Telepraph, t4th April,
states, “ Leaders of the Miners Federation are anxious to
secure the moral victory of a larpe majority for strike
action, but 1 am informed that they have agreed with
prominent members of the T.U.C. and even higher author-
ity that a strike would be unwise.” In other words, the
Governmeat has given them the Tip to avoid trouble, the
corotittion and re-armament, ete. erc.

Meanwhile, 1000 men are still “on the stones” and 1t
1s onr duty to back them to the uunosr. The Miners are
extremely militant and must be supported.

The above notes on the present workers’ struggles should
provide food for thought for all militants, it appears
that, in cases where the strike is for Union recognition the
Union Leaders will suppori it.  But where the 1ssue s
the betterment of conditions and wages, “‘unofficial” is
the rule.  This arises out of the T.U. leadership™s rela-
tions with the Government and the ruling class,  The
latter want workers in Unions, provided they are there
as docile cluss collaborationists.  The carrying forward of
the class strugple by the rank and file upscts this policy,
and the Trade Union Leaders get the hint 1o crush these
“irtesponsible” outbreaks.  Mr. Little of the AE.U. ex-
ceutive has written against wuotficial strikes in the “ Daily
Mail,” and the “ Terald ” has anacked them.

The militants have the sesponsibility of ensuring the
workers” victory against this triple alliance, the Employers,
the Cupiralist State and often their own Leaders.  Fach
of the above strikes has been marked by the militancy
of the demonstrarions. picketing and of the Strike. Commit.
rees. Ttas therefore the immediate rask of Revolutinnaries
and. advanced workers to benid cvery energy to the dual job




of fighting the Reacdonary Leadership within the Unions,
and building up of the shop or Factory Committees on
the job. Yo the exrent that we can link up rthe various
Unions serving a particulur enterprise by means of a
development of the Shop Movement so will a strong rank
aud file force be created.  District Committees should
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lead i this work and join up with the other areas in
revolt apainst the Peadenship, "Plos difficule task 15 vial,
both for the wnmediate sitation and for the future of the
Britush Working (Jlass.

MG Industrial Organiser.

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE A.E.U.

NYONE who has followed the recent affairs of the
A EX. must have noticed a surprising paradox.
The membership of the Union is increasing rapidly and
has been involved in the growing unrest all over the
country, culminating in strikes, some scrious and some
of a minor character, but ahnost invariably strikes which
the Executive Committee have done all in their power
to break. That is, we have on the one hund, the officials
of the Union acting in dircct opposition to the will of
large groups of the members, and on the other, the fact
that in spite of this the membership irself has gone up
ta record heights and now stands around the 300,000 figure.
Before attempting to explain this let us cxamine some
of the recent strikes and the treaunent mered out to them
by the E.C. Twelve months apo, Parnells’ of Yate, Glos.
struck against the imtroduction of three dilutees.  “The
strike was not ‘recognised” by the A EU. At the Annual
AEU, Conference at Morecombe it was agreed that the
Union would fight against diluted labour, yet when, during
the Conference, Little (the President) was handed a tele-
pgram from the Parnell Strike Committee, he refused to
read it! Phe strikers won, but received no strike pay.
About the same time De Havilands struck at Hatfield.
The Stag Luane men came our in sympathy and to prevent
the Hatficld work being done there.  Tremendous pressure
forced the E.C. 1o recopmise the Hatfield strike, bur they
stood out against recognising the Srag Lane one.

More recently there was the strike  at Armstrong
Vickers which culminated in the suspension of rthe Barrow
District Committee by the E.C. for supporting the strikers
in a ban on overtime, at the very moment when a member
of the E.C.. was preaching a sermon on the shorter workmg
week at a town not many miles from Barrow. Also the
strike at Derby, where 300 grinders struck for an increase
in pay afrer wairing patiently while rhe whole of the
Rules of Procedure, #s laid down by the York Agreement,
were gone through.  They too were ordered back 1o work
by the E.C., who took the opportunity w expel Berridge,
Chairman of the Londen District Committee, for giving
personal advice 1o the strikers.  Finally, at the moment of
writing, 9,000 men are out at Glasgow, and so far, the
E.C. has ‘advised’ them to return 1o work,

These strikes are but a few of muny that have taken
place in the last few months, but they illustrate that, not
only are the engincers bitterly dissatisfied with their present
conditions, but that rthe bureaucradc leadership is using
all its strenpth to curb its members, and to keep theic
mdividual (in a factory sense) successes to a minimumn.

Why then, in face of rthe wetl-demonstrated policy of
the leadership, do members continue to pour in? The

reasons are twotold.  One, the widespread discontent itsedf
is causing mesn 10 unite topether in an organisation which
has been constructed for the purpuse of helping them;
1wo, the rearmament programme has cawsed an extremely
targe and rapid increase i all engineering branches, so
much so in fact, thar it is rapidly accelerating the change
from craft Unionism o Industriat Unionism. This, affect-
ing the internal structure ol the Union as it does, is of
preat importance, but is outside the scope of the present
article.

The next question which arises 15, what 15 the reason
far the leaders! policy and what can the membership do
to alter jt?

The Execurive Council, which virtually rules the Union,
is composed of full time, paid officials. The salanes paid
to them, while not excessively generous, are considerably
more than the average wage of the ordinary member. To
put it plainly; ihey are better off than the class they are
supposed to serve.  Further, their durties bring them into
conract wirh influential people in the financial and ‘social’
world, whose aim is to be on the friendliest possible
terms with the men who have the power to restrain the
masses below.  “Thus, physically snd psychologically, the
leaders are subjecr to constaut pressurc i fazour of the
status quo.  The present system suits them and therefore
they are not likely to give peanine support to a policy
that aims at disrupting that system.  They fight the class
strugpele only so far as will allow the Cuapitalist systesn
to win.  Thewr real policy is class-collaboraton and they
will only show just suflicient fighting spirit as they judge
necessary to rctain their offices,

Lo replace these leaders with others of 4 more militant
character is obviously the first rask before the members
of the A E U, and ane they can tackle at once.  “The
term of oftice for the Executive Council men for Divisions
2, 4, 6 & 7 cxpires on August 3rd, together with that of
the Presidency., ¥ militunt men are elected to all these
posttions they will form a majority on the E.C. and
members can then go forward knowing thar they will
have the backing of the leaders.  But care must be taken
not to follow the example of our French comrades, who
after the recent sirike wave swept out the reactionacy T.1.
leadership but replaced them by Stwalinist *mititants,” who
use revolutionary-sounding phrases, but continue to hold
the workers in check.

This, then, Is the most fmunediate and hoporant task
which Laces the membership. At the same time, pressure
must be brought to bear on the Narional Commirtee-men,
who are not full-time paid officials, but who, when they
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are called topethar can constitutionally over-rule the E.C.
They must be instructed o demand the immediate repeal
of the York Mcmorandam, behind which the present reac
tionary TL.C. shelters, excusing its wreacherous policy with
explanations abour * Rules of Procedure.”

At the same tme the rank and file members must
consolidate their position so as to prevent a repetition
of present conditons.  This can only be done by rank
and file ALE.U. members uniting with members of atlied
Unions as solid factory units, to form Factory Committees.
These Factory Comumittees should form local or district

FIGHT 15

Coundily, acring where possible in conjunction with existing
Trades Councils. From these a regional and natonal
network can be bl up. We should thus have an organ-
isation, virtually based on Industrial Unionisni, with tre-
mendous power and with leaders in close contact wirh
their fellow workers, leaders who could be recalled aud
replaced at the first sign of weakness. By taking the factory
as the unit au orpanisation cau be built up, using the exist-
mg T.U. machinery and led without danger of jnsidious
Capitalist poisontng,
T.G.

THE LABOUR PARTY & VOTES

THE FARNHAM BY-ELECTION

T has been said many tmes in defence of the timidity

of Social Democracy that the Labour Party cannot
rdopt a revolutionary progragune because it is necessary
0 win the rural and middle class voters on a moderate
wopramime of reform.

Both rural vorers and the professional strata are o
be found in the Fambam Division, where at the recent
By-Elcction, T.abour had its grand chance. The Tory
ranks were split. Their candidate was without any local
influence.  Real bourgeois support went to the unoflicial
Tory, which weakened the Government candidate’s position
in fnance and transport on Polling Day.

The Labour candidate was young and his family were
influenuzal in the district. The Labour Party had had a
full ime organiser and a puaid secretary for over a year.
They had had for years their own hall and officers and
a printing machine. They seemed to be quite unstinted
financially and were able 1o hold mectings in cvery village,
print a large Election Special (20,000 copies), giant elec-
tion posters and all the usual trappings. Beside the usual
ofhcials, the Labour Party had two paid sub-agents, a paud
messenger, and a full-dme distribution agent.  In no
possible way could it be said that the Labour candidate
was hampered financially.

The Labour candidate believed himself 1o be of the
Left, and was certainly influenced by Stalinism to some
degree,  He entered the campaipn determined o resist
the dead hand of the Labour Party bureaucracy. He won
the first round by writing his own Election Address. Then
Kneeshaw, of the Head Office, decided to keep an cye
on things and rurned up at a meecung at which the can-
didate addressed his helpers.  After that the Left position
of the candidate vanished, the menace of re-armament
and Spam disappeared from his speeches and everything
in the Labour Party was dandy.

Then the rot in the Labour Elecrion Campaign set in.
“There might be a chance of getting in on the split ‘Tory
voe™ . .. first as a hint, then as a theme song. Votes
must be obtained, anybody’s votes, anyhow. No longer
was the fight a propuganda fight to make Socialists, but
avore scramble.  Liberals and T.eague of Nations Union
people were brought topether in drawing-room meetings
and all pretence of “Leftism ™ was dropped from the
Gampaipn.

Despite 2 Lubour Party membership of approximately
200 in Woking the number of helpers from thar source
was extremely small. Much.maore consistent support came
from militants outside the Labour Party.  "The Labour
Party machine irsell was lifeless, only the small women's
section showing any sipns of organised  activity,

Polling in the working class districts was exceptionally
low, as Marxist Groupers active in the area had predicred.
An examination of the Election literature will show why,
On no single issue was a clear lead given to the workers,

On Armaments the Election Address says, * We have
no guarantee that it (the Government) will use themn in
defence of Peace apainst aggression.”™  On the Narional
Guovernment, “T do not merely wish 1o criticise the National
Government. I believe its faults are the outcome of the
Capitalist System.”  Bur what alternative s proposed ?
(1) A " reformed ” Capirtalist System ; (2) Social services !
For the rural workers— nothing.  On the strike wave
silence. On the need for T.U. and Co-op organisation—
not a word. On the Anny (an important factor in Farnbam
division), no demand for Army Councils, abolition of auto-
cratic discipline, equality of pay and conditions, nothing
bur better opportunities for becoming officers.

‘the whole issue of the class war was covered up in the
interests of the Liberal vote.  The masses are asked 1o
rouse themselves o vote because * Labour has a Plan,”
but since Labour cannot possibly apply its plan unti] the
end of the term of office of the present Government, what
is to be done in the meantime? Not a suggestion.  Not
the trace of a lead. '

So Labour’s grand oppurtonity was fritrered away, the
chance to educate the masses sacrificed o the I.iberal
vote.  And lastly, the demonstrarive significance of the
campaign lost because the workers were asked to endorse
a plan rhat could not be applied for at least four years,
instead of being invired to deliver a smashing blow by
every form of action known 1o them against re-armargent
and rising prices—the twin issues of the moment.

This failure is not peculiar of the Farnham Division :
it 1s typical ol the general demoralisation of the bureau:
x;(arif;C(i Labour vote machine.  So long as Tabour su-
stitutes plans for reform of Capitalism for genuine assist
ance to the rural workers in building their organs of
struggle, the rural areas will remain “backward ™ and
Atlee and Co. will remuain proudly * His Majesty's Official
(if incffectual) Opposition. ‘

KW,
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WORLD REVOLUTION

A Review of C. L. R. James’ book on the Rise and Fail of the
Communist International

HIS year marks the twentieth anniversary of the Russian
Revolution, It is a decided advantage that at a time
when every politically conscious worker is being compelled
1o review the influence ol the Russian revolution on the
world’s workers movement, C. 1.0 R. Jamies” book come,
1o hand.  Tr is a book that cvery socialist sheuld read
and every revoludonary poswsess.  (Secker and Warbueg
12/6cl.)

Stalin, speaking at a recent meeting of the Central Com-
mittee of the Russian parry reminded his hearers thar
Russia was still living in @ hostile world surrounded by
hostile imperialist powers. Fhis, it seems, 1s the outstand-
ingz contradiction of the Russian Revolution. Thar as yet
the. workers i no orther country have been able to conguer
power and to hold it; clectoral successes there have been:
Labour govervments have come and gone, but the sweep-
ing changes in the propeny relationships introduced by the
Russian Ocrober have so fur remained coobned to the
lmits of Y.S.S.R.  James in his book shows that there
has been no absence of revelutionary sitnarions.  Since
1017 almost every country in Europe has been engnlfed
in revolutionary crisis.  Why the prolenacian revolution has
failed to appear, despite the face that the Thrd Tnrer
national was founded to give impetus and leadership 1o
these revolutiomiry movements, is the subject of James'
britliant smdy.

The pre war movement of the workers 15 shown to have
been castrated by the limited objectives given to the move-
ment by revisionist socialism, which was then in the ascen
dency.  The reformist conception of the steady tinprove-
ment of the living standards of the workers, rhe identifi -
cation of the workers” movement in the different countries
wirh the national aimms and aspirations of their nadonal
bourgeoisie, led inevirably to the break np of the Second
International in the crisis of 1914,

Emerging clearly from the crisis in the Socialist Inter-
national was the party of Lenin, which carried on an un-
compromising fight against any conception of national
defence, and postulated the need w utilise the dificulties
of the war situaton o sharpen the class struggle, with the
objesnive of establishing Workers' Power. Wich this bold
programme Lenin atrracted to his side all the best currents
i rthe International Socialist movement. With  these
cadres and o distncdy Internationalist Programme, Leain
in the years of the lmpenatist war laid the foundations
of the new Third Inrernational.  The subsequent history
of this Internadonal has jn the past received very litile
attention.  The struggles in the different countries, the
successes and failures are spread over a awide lieraturs
mostly today inaccessible.  The discussions, decisions,
speeches and pamphlets of the carly years of the Third
Communist Internationa! are now ont of circulation.  To
circulate rhem today would only serve 1o show how far
the present leaders of the Third International have trav-
elled away from the concepuoas of ity fonaders, and rein-
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torce the thesis ol James that this movement has succumbed
1o the very disease wloch 1t set out o cleanse the workers
movement of, namely, National Sociahsn.

The unportance of this book, however, lies in 1s ex-
posure ol the theoreucal revisionismy which made  us
appearance in Rusain the Tast period of Lenin's tfe. The
existance ol an solated Workers' Stare, which remained
unrelieved from Tinpenialist pressure, by the negative results
ol the post war revolutions in Western Furope, nourished
the new revisionisor; national exclusiveness.  This in turn
has had a decisive and disastrous inlluence on the second
post war wave of revolotionary strueeles,

The strugele in the Russian Cemmunist Party around
the theory of Socialism in One Conarry, wes, unul recent
years, treated as an abstract disputation  between  two
irreconcilable personalities.  Tlirder’s conrquest of power
without a defensive blow struck by the powerful German
proletariat, served to shake that toroer conception. The
new berrayals which the various Communist Parries are
actively preparing on the cardinal question of war and
witional defence will shatter 1t

The imprint this theory has left on the internationat
movement since it was cotned, 15 traced i the various
countries by James. Those who are concerned with pre-
paring the new generation, the cadres for a new resurgence
of international socialism must do everything possible to
get this book into the hands of youne workers, tu theoreti-
cally prepare them for the struggles ahead.

H.W.
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