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CLASS 'JUSTICE' TN ACTION

The legal systom of any country rosts not on ctornal principles but
evolves over a long period into an instrumont for prescrving and protecting the
existing property rolations and thoir correspondine soecial, economic and political
institutions. Capitalist proporty relintions demuud a high degrce of 'Ysacurity?,
freedom of movemoent, porzonal protcction, cte.; wnd in the fight o achieve these
ond against feudal privilege, arbritariness, eote. the Deitish legal system acqui-
red many 'demoeratic! feotures. We should uvse thuse Tontures to their fullest
and wage a struggle against any oncroachmont on thom, Howover, the highest pri-
nciple of British legal systom, as of any other, is the preservaition of the secu—
rity of the state. This in turn is most undorstindable, becousce the legal system
hos no meaning at all other than th~ot which the power of the state standing behind
it givesto it. Without the authority of the police, the armed forces, the jails,
etc. — in a phrase, the apparatus of the state - the logal system would be merely
o set of rules-on paper.

It is in this contoxt we mist see the rececent 0ld Dailey trial of members
of the Committec of 100. The HZV&ﬁQ.QQHEQHQOS are net the quirk of the judgs or
of the 'gravity' of the offence but T © GiVSrarent policy. The Govornment cananot
allow within its boundarics a challenge to tho authority of the state nd has doc= .
ided to smash the Committec of 100, maybe not at this stage as an orgonisation,
but by hitting at individuals, That it why it used all its big guns, that is why

brosecuticn was made under an 2wt  which would involve o heavy sentencc,

But the very wviciousness of the sontences can in their turn lay the
basis for a campaign for their revision. Some very surprising people signed the
order papcr of the House of Commons protest against theme. Most British people
have deep illusions 2bout British justice, pelitical froedom, ctc. ond we must
use these illusions to build the widest campaign. By so doing we will not oaly
be helping the actual campaisn but alse we will be helping to destroy these ill-
usions., We can teach many people a very simple ksson - that despite the Govern—
ment!s assertion that nuclear weapons arc necessary to preserve freedom, the real
state of affairs is that freedom will have to be destroyed to preserve nuclear
weopons,

We canncot determine the form which the protesw movement will taoke hut
we rust give maxirum support and ssck to influonce it in such o way tiwat the class
implications become apparent. We muist realise that this is only the start of a
process — ® British capitnlism declines the state will moro and rore be compellod
to be more authoritarian, Ceoncretely, entry into the Commen lialket mests linking
up with Germany, for instance, where uncfficial strikers can bs fined hundreds of
pounds. We venture t0 suggost that British bosses will complain of 'unfair eomp-

etition' if they have not the same machinecry to deal with their 'trouble-makors., !

By working hard on these lines we willy, too; earn the respoect of the
nombers and suppcrters of the Committec of 100. We may have differences with
these people, especially their attitude towards the Labour Party, but of thean
sincority we can have no doubt. More important we must sce the way they arc
moving, It is of tF¥emcndous political significance that thousands of people hove
broken with Parliamentary domocracy in Britain This is the first that this hos

occurred since since tho days of the first world war shop stewards' movenent or
the pre 1914 war syndicalist movement. This important fact is not by any means ‘

2lways grasped by mony on ths loft,
P.J. Feb, 24th,

YOUNG SOCIALISTS PROTUEST AGAINST OLD BAILEY SENT NCE

o
e

Two Nottingham Young Socialist branches werc quick off the mark in pro-
tosting againg the 01ld Bailey scntonces. The Nottingham West and North branches.
Both have made their protosts widely known and the Wost resolution was published
in the local press., Nottingham's only Labour li,P. "hitlock for lorth, wrote Lack
to the Young Socialists saying that he had signed the House of Commons protest.



NoW LEFPT OFF TO GOOD S3TALT IN NOTTINGHAIT — DESPITI JANY OBSTACLI:

The inaugral meeting of thoe Now Loft Club in Nottingham, ;held jointly
with Zast llidlands llegional Committee of 100, was attended by some fifty poople
despite a chain of evonts which almost amounted to a saga. Originally the mesting
was to have buen held in o small room in a pub but when it was learnt that Georgo
Clark was in the region it w.s decided to move to a bigger mecting place.

It is no casy task to got a wmesting place at a day or so's notice all
tho more when one is booking it in th. name of an organisation like the Committee
of 100, Numerous places werec tried and sithor worc not available or not
willing, Jventually, Nottinghamfsposhest (or poshest but one) hotel the Blackboy
agreed to let the organisers have a room., Circulars wore sont out, the grapevine
was set in motion, mombers of the trade council, young socialist branches, cte,.
roceived the circulars. Then tho comrade who had boolked tho room rocoivod a tolo—
gram saying that the room was ne longer available. He immediatoly contacted tho
mangement and was told thait they werse not prepn.d to have the mensting thers,
there was nﬁagolitical bias, butesssbloh, blah, blub., The manager also mentionod
that he had an opinion from the C.I.D. that the moesing should not be held sherc.
As the mecting had been advertised in one of the Papors the Blackboy managzsient
felt oblig.d to put in adverts saying that ro nesting would be held and that they
had nothing to do with the Committes of 100, Thoy alsc issucd a statement to the
press. Our comrades also issucd a statement to tho press which recoived plenty
of publicity.

Fortunatoly, a room at the Fricnds liveting House was available but it
roquired all the rescurces and ingenuity of tho comrades at this late hours to
ensure that everyone knew of the new nceting place and how to get there. The next
stop was to picket the Blackbry Hotel on the uight of +ho neoting cgaingthe pross
wero informed and there wos a big write up in one of the PaApeTSe

Vhen after all this, the meeting finally tock Placoe,; George Clark.a
loading member of the Committes of 100 who had been sentonced to 9 months for
organising a demonstration to the American cmbassy (tho sontence was later sSquao~
shud but another of three mon'ths confirmed), spoke on the implications of the
trial and the next steps in the anti-nucloar fight. He outlined three plans of
action, all of which were favour bly reccived by the audience. However some of
his remarks provoked some controversial discussion on the question of the Labour
Party. Howovor, as the chairman remarked the discussion had demonstr-ted the
neced for the New Left Club. Officers were electod and intitial proposals worked
cut for the Club's activities. All in 211, tho reformin;; of the Nottingham
New Left Club had a much publicised and vigourous kick-off. That it will not he
norely a debating club was also demonstratced.

ANTT COLOUR BAR TMIMIGRATION BILL DidMONSTRATION IN NOTTINGHAIT

As p rt of the wsek-ond of activity against the Government's colour-bar
Imnigration Bill being orgoniscd by the Young Socialists and Labour Students up
and down the country, thurc was a march through the contre of town Saturday 24th
February and a mecting in the 014 Harket Squ~rc, Nottinghams Some 30 to 35 people
tock part in the march, but more people wors pickad up on the w2y and when the
demonstrators arrived in the city centro. Noarly 2,000 of the li.C.F, leaflots on
tho Bill were distributed on the way and during theo meeting, Young Socizlists,
Labour students, Labour Party monbers, Y.C.L.ers and membors of tho Afro—isian
West Indian Union took part. The Trade Council which had promisecd support waz
unable to sond a speaker owing to another conference., The Communist Party which
had promiscd to send two speakers failod to show up but a Y.C.L. spocker  tag
fix.d up at the meoting itself, iAlthough there were some oppusing clemonis in Lhc
Square, generally speaking tho sudionce (small because of tho bitterly cold waot'™
or) was sympathetic and people werc contaected who wantod copies of ths leaflet .nd
more infornation nbout tho Young Soecialists and Afro-Asian West Indinn Union.
Although some people were disa;gpointed about what they ealled the small turn outy
considering the nature of the issue, the weathoer and othor factors tho affair was
a success and thousands of Nottingham's citizens will havs boen made to think
about the implications of the Immigration Bill,

EIERGENCY RESOLUTION AGAINST OLD DaILiY SENTENC .S

At its moeting on Wednesday the 2lst of Februory, the Nottingham Trades
Council passcd an omergency resclution against tho scntences. It took this action
after a local supportor of the Committee of 100 hod discussed the matter with the
chairman. Othor actions agoinst the sentences have included: a march by 200 Le¢ads
University studonts on Thursday, Feb 22nd; a resolution by the Park Royal Vehicles,
Shop Stowards' Committeeg onc by the Kings X N.U.L. No.1l branchg and one by the
Sherdlow ongineering works C.N.D. group.



ANTTED STATHS DAfOCRACY IN ACTION(1)

The following item has been extracted from the Fobruary issue of
"Labour News from the United 3States" = handout of the U.S.I.S.

lload bailders ordercd to end intimidation

The National Labour lelations Doard has found Florida's biggest road-—
building firm - Cone Drothors Contracting Co, — guilty of acts constituting
"neked intimidation" and "conduct of the most flagrant type" against employecs
who went on strike in 1960,

i threc—member pancel voted unanimously to affirm the Tindings of Trial
Examiner George A. Downing that Conc supervisors had committed unfair labour
practices by arming non-strikers with guns, threoatening to run down strikers
with cars or shoot thom "like a covey of birds" and othor unlawful acts including
a threat to blacklist workings who refuscd to cross =n Operating lngineers pickot
line in Tampa, Florida,

The decision was signoed by NLGD liombers Philip Ray odgers, John I,
Fanning and Gorald A. Brown. The upholding of union charges was notoworthy for
the participation of Rodgers, who froquently votes on the disseonting side in

ases involving majority docisions,

The board order - third of the kiud since 1955 = direets Cone Brothors
to coasc and desist frem theso acts:

Using shetguns or other weapons in a threatening mannor towards
pickets and threatening to shoct strikers.

Arming supcrrisors .nd guards for passage through the picket line set
up by Operating Jingincers Local 925,

Directing employecs to run cover strikers.

Characterising as "quits" employecs who refusc to carry, or to work
with employoes who CarTY ¢ WoOPOIEe

Threatening to handle strikors "liko shooting at a covey of birds."

Other actions were prohibited - threatening to blackmail or blacklist
all over Florida supporters of the unicn; questioning employees about union
moetings and activities; informing employees that strikers might aswell "lcave
the picket line and the state."

The Board order in addition dirceted the big roadbuilding firm to stop
threatening that it will "starve out" the strikers, threatening to discharge and
arrost cmployees because of their union activities, threatcning to go out of
business rather than g0 union" and promising bonefits to empluyees for “"going
along" with the company,

4 similar order was dirccted against a Cone Drethers subsidary, Tampa
Sand and Material Co., which was told to reinstate throo drivers fired on lay
26th, 1960, and to reinstate all mombers of Local 79 of the unaffiliatced Teamstors
who woent on strike the following day in protost agninst the firings.

COIJMENT: This order is all well and good but is nearly two years late
anyone who has c¢x orience of industrial struggle will know that this is worue
than useless. If anything the existonce of this machinory to bring forward such
charges will function only as a get out and a diversion from more militaint action,
It should bo notod teo, that tho firm concerncd is the largost in Florida. 411
industry in the Statos is highly monopoliseds it is almost corbain that the firm
is part of a large national corporation,

UNT7ED STATSS DANOCRACY IN ACTION (2)

Two=thirds of the world's pepulation is underfed according to Unitod
Nations figures., The loadership of the United States Govornment which is so
concerned about the "froedom" of mankind that it pursues policies which could
lead to the extormination of mankind, would, onc might think, be doing everything
in its power to solve this problum. Onc would be mistiken! It is truc that tho
U.S.lg%th%ritios arc very concerned ~bout the agricultural sitaution. {cnnedy
in his arm nmessage" saids

"our two goals - improving (farm) income and reducing (govarnment) costs
= can both be achicved only if farm output con be reduced below needs for soveral
years and then allowed to ineronsc at a rate cqual to the growth in domand, "

With these two aims in mind he has wt to Congress o program which in-
cludes:(1) fizos maximum planting acreage for foed grainsy (2) limita tho amount
of wheat which can boe sold for Sxpord and human consumption at homes (3) forcibly
reduces the prequetion and sale of dairy products, farmers who sell more milk t
their quota will be subject to heavy penaltiessy (4) institutes®
will ultinntely lead to the conversion of 68 million : res

crops  into grozing arcas, forests and rToec t:

Thus while millions -re st
vroducing too mich milk., There is
type of thing is on in




INDUSTRIAL LND TuDid UNION NOT..S

Stottish minyrs? one-day strike called off

The one-day strike of Scotland's 69,000 miners against the pit c¢los—
ures is off, This was decided unanimously by a moeting with delegates from
all the Scottish pits, after hearing that the national ocxescutive of the National
Union of Mineworkeors had refused to sanction the strike. The meeting decided to
redouble the efforts around the mincrs! no clo surs lobby of Parligment cn Max,
8the 330 delegates having already been electod.

The resolution embodying t .e decision of the delegate conference spoke
of 'Unity' being '.. the trab unions' greatest nced...to fight «..the Tory Govern~
ment's policy on wages,". The Daily Worker report of the decision seemed to be
Justifying the action when it said that ! the Right Wing majority on the executive
would not have hesitated to toke the most oxtrome disruptive measures against the
Scottish area if the strike had gone on,' The Scottish 17.U.. . Hominated by the
Communist Party and it is reasonable to suppose that this is the line put by the
C.P. officials at the confercnce.

As reported in the Bulletin beforc; this is tho second attempt to stop
the one-day strike., When the decision was taken at a rrevious delegate conference
it was argued that the majority was 'too small! and a Pit by pit ballot was organ—
iseds This produced an overwhelming vote for the strike, The Commmunist Party
have along record of heading off militant action in the coalfields. They have
obtained positions in the N.U.li. and then allowed their men to become prisonors
of the right-wing majority. Arthur Horner as secretary for a number of years of
the N.U.I. played a very dubious role in many strikes., The decision to back dovt
can cnly have a demoralising effect in the coalfield. One is amagzed at the reason-
ing of the C.P. argument, What 'extreme disruptive measures! would have destroyed
the unity of the miners if the decision to strike had the wholeheartad support of
the Scottish miners? Perhaps the 'measures! would have involved the loss of union
Positions and that maybe the real explanation of the C.P. line.

hn accompaniment to the *line of !'peaceful cooexistonce! is the concont=
rating on winning union positions, etc., instead of waging industrial struggles,
The C.P, which has a reputation of militancy thus does a great deal of harm when
it resorts to manocuvres. In & period of industrial struggle the danger from the
C.P. in this respect can be, in some situations, more pornicious than that from
the right wing.

March 5th — D,a.T.A, says strike, C.A.W,U. says work

As reported in the last issue of the Bulletin, tho claim of the Staff
side of the Jngineering industry has beon turned down flat. This has led tho
leaderships of the unions to discuss the stand their members should talke when the
manual workers striko on lMarch 5th. The Draughtsmen's Union, D.A.T.A., has decided
to urge its members to support the strike, The Clerical and Adminstrative Morkers?t
Union has advised its members to report for work. The other big staff union, the

Association of Sciontific Workers, has not issuod a public statement at time of
writing,

isnzineering — drive for 100% unionism £0es on

A8 reported before,the aftormath of the February 5th one day strike
brought many struggles to impose 100f trade unionism. At Corb s 25 non-unionists
at Lamp lMetals Ltd. have been sent to 'coventry' by their 175 workmates, the 25
worked during the one day strikec), and at British Fiold Deans Ltd., 300 women
workers have threatened to strike because of five non—-unionists. An overtime baa e
has been enforced at A.8.I., Trafford Pork, laonchester, to onsure that "staff" are
in their appropriate trade union, hlready 500 non-manual workers in this catergory
have applied to join their union. The management have rotaliated by ending the
overtime agraement, the struggle continues and *ho local Confed, have pledged Tull
suppert to A.T.I. shop stewards, who took +tho decision to end overtime at a meeting
attended by 1,0 shop stewards. At Bnglish Llectric, Preston, 60 electricians have
returned to work after winning their demand that an inspector should join the Z.T.U;
Four drawing office workers who had boen sacked at McKennz Construction Ltd., Liver—
pool, for joining the Feb. 5th strike havo got their jobs back

after the boilcrmakers threatened to strike, At the two Ferranti factories at
. ’ - : - ol AL
oston and Tost Gorton overtime bans werc imposed in brotest against non-unionists

woiking on Feb. 5the Shop Stewards now report that all oligible have applied to

Join a union. A man who worked on Feb, 5th at de Havilland, Hatfield has been
transferred to a lower paid

Job since the 3,000 manual workers sent him to 'coventry?t.
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J/ INDUSTRIAL AND T:aDE UNION NOT..S CONTINUJD

N.A.L,G.,0, incroases membership by 11,000

The Naticnal and Local Government Officers' Association increoased its

membership by 11,140 to 284,784 during 1961. Tho union which is the largest not

affiliated to the T.U.C. is to discuss offiliation at its confercence in June,

The union's executive supports affiliation and proposces a membership ballot on

the question., Last year the union's rules were altered to introduce a !'strike
clause!

Strike threot by laborotory ond workshop technicians

125 members of the Nottinghom University branch of tho A.32.V. aro

threatening to go on strike to support their claim for a five day wock., After

negotiations lasting a year without any result dissatisfaction is growing. A%
other universities concessions have been won and the adminstrative side of the
university are on a five day wesck already.

‘r.__'\ a—

ECONOMIC NOT3

Steel production again down

As noted previously in the Bulletin, the December figures for steel

production were 20% down on those of December, 1960. It had boen thought that
this was mainly due to firms giving longer Xmas holidays than the prsvious yoar.
However, now the trond has continued inte 1962 with the Jamuary figure being 200
down on that of Jonuary 1961l. Speaking about the position in the last three
months of 1961, the Iron and Stcel Board in its latest bulletin says that there
was "a continued and substantial reduction of stocks in the fourth quarter of the
year.," It is estimated that this was of the figure of 300,000 to 400,000 ingot
tons. Consumption of finished stecl in the home market in the poriod was T2% down

/

on the previous gquarter and 10% down on the same quarter 1960. The board says
that the rcasons for this are not clear but suggests that the steel consumers
are not only roducing their stocks of unfinished steel but also those of compci
centse If this is t.e case therc will probably be some recovoery becausc such
reduction can only be of a 'one-time! case. Noreover, car production is going
up and there will be a build up of stezl and compnent stocks.

Despite the latter peints, the offects of the steecl slump in producticn

are making theomsclves felt. The Steel Company of Wales have announced that the
Melting shop at their huge lMargram werks will close in the summer of 1963 making
some@ 500 men out of work, Other closures have taken place at Middlesborcugh and
in Scotland.

January trade fipuros, show huge deoficit

The trade figures for Drit in in Januory wore the worst since May 1961,

that is, before all thc Government's measures which were suppesed to deal with

the cconomic situation were put into force. Imports rose sharply by £30 millions
and this combined with an levelling off of exports gave a deficit of £68 millions
(2ll figures arc seasonally adjusted) axports ot £300 million wore bolow the avor—
age figure for any quarter of 1961. The incroasce in exports that the Government
has been hoping for is a long time coming, indeed the fisures for tho throe months
November, Decomber and January shown a decline of 3% as compared with the previcas
three months., Of course, the figures fogn%ny rerticular month are likely to be
influenced by 'accidontal! features, but thing is certain, those figurcs indicatoe
that oven on their assumpticns the job the the Tories set thomsolves 1o do is no
nearer successs. Despite the wajcs pause, the credit squecze, tho high bonk ratug =

61Cey 1m0 fundamental improvement in the capitalist cconomy has taken place.

F.B.I. ingquiry roveals more pessimistic outloock

Tho latest inquiry conducted by
shows that 28% of businessmen foel less o
situation than they did four months ago.
more optimistic despite the faet that 26% d
tho labour thoy want. 48% said they cxpected to aut
the noxt 12 months.on.-buiBings and 41% less on plant a
19% and 25%r§vﬁ ag:?cﬁgg%i; to authorise more, 36% had had le
last 4 months as against 22% who had had mores 41% now had shorter '
and only 14% longor. On the exports side however; tho businessmen were more
optimistic (29% as agrinst 166 who were less). Of thoir oxperience over the last
four months no less than 54% said that they had had lower profit margins.
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TS SOCTIALIST REVIEW AND THE LADOUR PARTY ‘\

At a reeent meeting of supporters of the Journal Socialist Review,
the quostion of the attitude to be adopted townrds the Labour Party was discu-
ssed. A proposition that supporters must be members of the Labour Party was
defeated by one vote. lMany of the people around Socialist Review are young people
who find the routine work in the Labour Party irksome and seemingly unprofitable.

It is important to point out that there was no formal decision to
pull out of the Labour Party a la the formation of the Socialist Labour League.
However the danger of such an attitude is that it will give all those who do not
like Labour Party work and who find Committce of 100°w8%k more attractive a blank
cheque to individually pull out of the Labour Party.

Fortunately owing to recent devolopments and the consolidation of
Young Guard, there is not much likelihood of this paper being disorientated by
the above tendency. However it will be necessary for comrades to be very clear
on this question and to work out their ideas.

POSTSCRIPT ON THE SOCIALIST REVISW AND THE CONGO

Comrades will remember an article by T.li, on the above question in
issue number 9 of the Bullotin. Additional weight to comrade T.lM.'s criticism
of the Socialist Review position was given by the quotation from Watorhouse in
the last issue of the Bulletin, From tho latest issue of tho journal it emerges
that among the supporters of Socialist Review thore are critics of Ilacintyre'ts
line. Comrade Tony Young has written in expressing his disagrsement with the
article's conclusion. He bases his argumonts on thoe proposition that ' because
+sesthe ingredients of a human, socialist solution are lacking from some situat-
ions' one should not adopt the '"realistic” view of history and politics, which
is quite foresigh to the marxist's concern for increasing the consciousness of
the working people of the world! and concludes that llacIntyre 'would do better
to concentrate his main fire on exposing tho motives of the U.N. operation!
because there are more illUSioNS in the labour movement about this,

One can agrec with the conclusion of theo argument but not the method
of its arg%g-l. lMarxists have the duty of supporting whatevor movement, no matter
confused, "6Xpresses the aspiration and the future development of the revolution
in any colonial country., Lumumba and his successors express  in a very elemen-
tary way the future of the Congo revolution. IHarxists can intervene in the
Congo affair in this way. Concretely this means supporting the campaign now
being waged to save Gizenga from suffering the fate of Lumumba.

TH SOCTALIST LABOUR LEAGUE AND THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

For some time we have buen aware of differences between the two above
ovgenisations over Cuba and some othor questions., Now the differences have come
out in the open, although not in a straightforward manner, Intcrestingly enough
it is not on the question of Cuba that things have come to light but on a very
different subjoct. In the latest issue of Labour Reveiw , the journal of the
SeLeLey 1t sayss

"eesaseesTho SVP works in an envircnnont which has many fsatvres which
can debilitate and discourage individuals and movements" after outlining some of
these features it goes on "ese....The revclutionaries in tho SWP noed periocdica-
11y to check over their own political work against these dangers. In a position
of relative political isclation, of constant battle against the curront, a diver
sion from true course can creep up unsuspectedly. A search for a shortor WY o
for alliances which may impose accomodation to alien trends, for regrcupments
without solid theoretical bases, for programmatic adaptions to suit what are ass-
umed to be American peculiarities - theso have constantly derailed American scc-
ialists in the poriod since 1917. Tho attontion of the laaders of the ST mist
bo constantly directed to such dangers, as they may affect their own policy and

hinking"

It is indeed_ a funny way to direct the attention of the leaders of the
SUF to such dangers in %ritish theoratical journal. A more likely explanation is
that the remarks arc for the bonofit of the mombors of the S.L.L. to texplaid why
the leaders of the SWP have 'doviated! on the quostion of Cuba and unity of the
world Trotskyist movemont., Far from accomodating themselves to their environment
on the question of Cuba, American Trotskyists in the SWP have shown a most horoic
attitude, in the face of all tho hysteria raiecd by U.S. imporialism in its hatred
of the Cuban Revolution, We may indoed be proud of the stand of the SVP on Cuba,



