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INDUSTRIAL STRUGGLE SHARPENS AND DEEPINS

Parallel with the widely publicized struggles, the P.O. workers' work
to rule for oxample, a wholo sorios of small conflicts arce beginning, This pro-
cess will be given an onormous fillip wheon tho one-day strike by the Confederation
of Shipbuilding and !Inginecring workers bring 3 million workers into action, Their
action will bo followed by the miners, railwaymen and other secctors. DSven after
tho shocking betrayal by the leaders of tho Civil Servants! Union, the C.3.C.A.,
this front is by no moons quiet. The action of two of tho leadors of the CaS.C.A,
calling off the work-to-rulc missed being consured by tho oxocutive of that union
by only cne vote and a whole sorics of conflicts aro teking place within the union,
The executive have refused to oxtond the torm of office of the general secretary
and meny rank and files protests have been made. The union leoadership now talks
of tho 'postponcmont' of the work-to-rule. It is difficult for bureaucrats to
betray the struggle thesc doys.

The strategy of marxists must be to push these strugygles from ones
designed to strengthen thc social rolc of the trnde union bursaucracy to a gonaral
political struggle against the Govormnant. This Presupposes thot we inject into
the struggles a socialist awarcness. This is very casy to put down on paper but
difficult to carry out in practice. It will not be done from a soap box but thr—
ough the mass organisations of tho working class. It moans claborating within
those organisations a programme of action both genceral and particular, national
and loeal., Dut first beforc sucl a programue will be listoned to those struggling
mst be convinced that the marxists ayeo not just lecturing them. Through the
mass organisations we must show those in action th:t we are serious pceople inter—
ostud in helping them in their actual strugglos in the way they want us to. We
should be to tho forefront in collecting funds, pushing various acts of solidarity
ond secking to link cach struggles We should do this through our organisations -
oach ward, young socialist group and trade union branch whore wo haveo influcence
should as an clomontary stcp contact strikers and othoms in action. The latter should
be invited to address moctings and asked what help thoy want in their endeavours.
Parallel with this we should press that all othor bronches do tha same, thus build-
ing a basis for insisting that similar steps arc taken all levels, These are small
and clomentary stops but csscntial onos if we arc go forward to higher things,

KLY PIT "WORKLRS PLAN TO STRIKI

Key colliery ceraftsmon — mechanics and electricians - working under—
ground in highly mechanised pits plan to bring tho Yorkshiro coalfiold to stands—
till for a woek to press their claims for highor pays. i spokesman for the crafts~
men said th:t th: strike would focus attontion on tho need for ineroased cr.:¥t
roprascntation in the NLU.ILL as well as furthering their demand for a shift Paymont
of 70/— to bring their ecarnings into line with outside industry.

DERBYSHIIE LINZRS BACK MILITANT 4CTION CALL

48 proviously reported in the Tulletin, Derbyshire miners have beon
having a serios of mestings to discuss what action should be t-ken to back their
wage claims, At all the mestings rank and file speckors assurcd the area leaders
that the 32,000 miners arc ready to toke immediate industrial anction to back their
domands. At Alfroton only two hands were raiscd against a resolution calling for
the national oxccutive to tako o strike ballot for a national stoppage if the coal
board's offor was unsatisfactory (which it Was)e

JUTH VORKERS PRESS FOR ALI~OUT STRTKL

The one-day-a~weck strike of tho Jute workers for more pay (the male
rate is just over £7.10), duc to start on February Tth, may become an all-out
strike. Two of the smaller unions involved - the Dyorg ‘' and Bleachers and the
Power Loom workors - say that weekly strike action is too mild., The leagers of
tho biggest union concerned - the Jute and Flax Workers - ahve besn won over to

this point of viow and ara discussing the question, The strike will effect
12,000 workers nainly in the Dundee aroz.




THE FIGHT FOR LABOUR P.ARTY DiMOCRLACY \

Horsham Labour Party fights back

The Horsham Labour Party has sent a circular lottor to all local
Labour Partiss throughout the country describing the refusal of tho National
sixecutive to endorse Irnie Roberts as candidate for Horsham as 'intolerable, '
The letter is signed by the Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer and maintains that
Zrnie Roberts was chosen aftor the proper procedure, had beon carried out. It also
says that they have boen informed by the National Agont that the ixecutive 'is not
required, ﬁg@gﬁrthe constitution, to give any reason for its ;efusal of endorse—
ment.! The ends by saying that it upholds the right of constitucncy parties to
solect their own candidates. Iiaxirmum support should be given to the Horsham Labour
Party in its campaign which could v xy well becone the spearhead of the fight for
domocracy in the Labour Party,

Lenton Labour Party opposes Morgan Phillips plan

4t its last meeting, the A.G.k., the Lenton ward Labour Party passed
a resolution opposing any attempt to interferc with the present systom of having
an anmial Labour Party conference. It is of the opinion that such alteration
would strike at the basis of Labour Party democracy. Comrades will romember that
in an interview with the Observer, some wocks agoy lorgan Phillips pioncered the
idea of replacing the annual conferunce with a biemial one. The resolution is to
g0 to South Nottingham constituency Labour Party,

Central Nottingham Young Socialists for Labour Party democracy

At its last mesting the Contral Nottingham Young Socialists adopted
in principle a resolution for the aanual conferenco of the Young Socialists calling
for more democracy in relation to the approval of Parliamentary candidates, The
exact text is to formulated at its noext moeting,

The Tribune article on the adoption of Price Jones and the rejoction
of Denis Hobden is to be duplicated and circulated.

LUONOMIC NOT:E

Steel production down by 21 per cent

Figures rcleased by the Iron and Stecl Board roveal that production

of steel in December, 1961 was no less than 21% down on tho figure for December,
1960, Total stel production for 1961 was 9% down on that for 1960, iiore signif-
icantly, averagc utilisation of stecl capacity was only T4%% in the fourth quarter
of 1961 as against 94.8% for 1960. Low capacity working makes for higher prices
80 we got the paradox of bressure for price increase at a time whon donmand” - is
going down. fctual consumption of steel has declined vory little what has been
happening is that firms have been using their stocks up., This cannot go on indefi-
nitely so if no other factor intervenes production will level up. On the othar
hand the export market is expected to be much more competitive this year (export

of stee} was at a rocord of 4.2 million tons last year or noearly 20% of tctal pro-—
duction

Uncmploymont incroases in Australia

Unemployment at the end of Decembor, last year rcached a post=war record
of 116,000 or 2.8% of labour force. Tho nowly clected Governmont fac:d with this
broblem alongside a tiny majority is expected to re-introduce import controls to
'protect! home industry. This in turn will mainly hit British oxports,

Profits up in 1961

Prcfits of nearly 2,000 nanufacturing
?n 1961 showed an average increasc of over T%. Thoir dividunds roso by 123%. Those
industrics which arc more heavily monopoliscd showed far greater incrsnsa than aver—
04Ca The 1847 nanufacturing companios tabulatod in the Pinaneial Times profits
index mad: an overall profit of wors than £2,000 million, an incroase of £136 million &

on th. yecar. The Tobacco industry increased its profits by 10 i e
x Yy 10.5%, chomicals 9
Iron ond Steel by 21% ana Finance, land and property by 11.5% " : Fy o :

companies roporting thoir results

Iritish rosorves too dependent on short-t

In his annual statome
Lenk, Sir Harold Yarrow s ‘
"too mach for comfort!
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A’HE COMMUNIST PARTY HOLDS A MIITINC ON THIZ COLOUR BAR

Two of our comrades decided to attend a‘géating,advertisod in the
local press and the Daily Worker, opposing the Government's colour bar Bill.
The meeting, held on the Wednesday 10th January at a school in an arsa with a
very big concentration of West Indians, was to be adlrossod by John Poeck, the
Hast liidlends Organiser of the Communist Party,

Our comrades arrived at the exact time the mesting was due to begin
= T.30-and the first to entor, a West Indian, got 2 big welcome from John Pock.
Howewer, when the second comrade ontored the atmospherc changed and so did John

~ Peck's face. Our comrades sat down and surveyed the room, Apart from John Peck
and one C,P.er, who pearcd to be the local socretary of the C.P., therc was no
onc else at all, Th§?§0mradas had donc a lot of work, we had alroady noticed as
we wont through the school buildings that they had chalked arrows and notices,
"Mecting this way" and stuck up leafl ts along the route. Around the room thoreo
wers various posters - "Oppose West German liilitarism", "For a Britain Frec and
Indcpendent", cte,

We had only beon in the room a fow minutcs whon John Pock cloared his
throat and said, "I know its ?ublic mocting, but we could have done without you,"
to our comrados, Seeing thattleyprovidod 100% ?f the audience it is difficult to
see how F_ck 'could have done without t;Llhittleyignorad the remark., After buy-
ing some litoraturo from the other C.P. comrade who by no moans adoptoed the same
attitude as John Peck, our comrades sat and waitod, They heard John Peck expla-
ining to the comrade (behind the blackboard) that they are TROTSKYITES. The two
C.P. comrades thon went on to debato why no one had turned up. It appearsd that
hundreds of leaflots had beon put out in addition to the adverts in the press.
Despite 211 the work they had done, howover, we sat and waited an® 8.00, no ons

¢lse having turned up it was docided to pack tho mecting up.

The comrades said good night as they left but only the rank and file
C.F. mombor replied. ind so ondud a vory interesting experience. Certain things
emerge however. Firstly, despite all the revelations of tho 22nd Congress, the
C.P. bursaucrats haven't dropped thoir fanatical hatrod of our movement., Indoed
it is quite possible that hate us all the more bicause we have bsen vindicated
and they now find us all the more formidable. Secondly, in Notting ham at least,
despite the claims of the {.P. loadership to be gaining mombors,etc. morale must
be low. To call a public mosting and not evsen gt one's member there, this is
an extrordinary thing. Our comrades know of C.F. members who live round the corner
from whore the meoting was held and yet thoy didn't bother to attond. It is diff-
icult tc believe that this is a Nottingham phsnomena only, Thirdly, despito the
fact that laorge numbors of West Indians living in the arca knew about the meecting
thoy didn't come - not oven one. 411 in all tho whole affair underlined the impot-
once of the Dritish C,P. dospite the succosses of the workers' states,

NOTTINGHAM C.N.D., ACTIVITIZS

"The Day the Barth Caught Fire", which is about a disastrous situation
cauged by the simultancous cxplosion of two H,Dombs, is to be shown in Nottingham
soon. The local C.N.D, is to distributc leaflets outside tho cinema each day it
is showing, 5,000 special lcoaflets have been ordered and arrangenents arc well in
hand for their distribution, On January 23rd a mocting is being held on "The Poli-
tics of Civil Defence" and on Femary 20th, onc on "The offacts of C.N.D. Intornat—
ationally, Organisation is being tightened and a questionnairre has gone to each
supporter asking what activitios they will undertake, what Unions and political
Partics they belong to,ete, L4n oarly start is to be made in the preparations for

this year's Aldermaston march, The latter will be from Aldermaston to London
this times it is hopod to have sovoral bus loads from Nottingham,

YOUTH DMONSTRATION IN DiIRBY

The debate continucs about the tactics of Civil Disobedience adopted
by the Committec of 100 but one thing is cortain, those methods of struggle have
ontered into the tradition of the DBritish people, particularly the youth, A recent
oxample of this is a case in Dorby. Thore, on January 17th, over 100 teenagers,
carrying banners and candles, tried to stop a public meeting, Thoy lay in the road
at the entrance to Darwin Seccndary l'odern School in Broadsall Hilltop BEstate, and
f?r two hours tried to stop cars and people going in, Tho meeting was called’to
dlscgss the building of a new club on the ostate, The toenagers claim that this is
unfair to their club, St. Phillip's Youth Club, ospecially as ths new club will be
subsidized by the N.A,3B.C,. Jventually the polico had to be ealled 1o disporse
thao toeenagers, who thon elected a delegation of 12 to represent them at the noating,




LEADING COMMUNIST PA RTY THIORATICLAN CRITICISES LING ON 22nd CONGRESS %

One of the Communist Party'!s most important intelloctuals, lMaurice
Dobb has written a lotter to Labour Monthly,which was published in the January
issue, in which he criticises Palme Dutt's assossment of the 22nd Congress,
Dobb is a long-time Party member and is the author of mony studies of politieal
economy and numerous articles in the Communist Party pressg. 'Therc has Leen little
overt effect on the British Communist Party by the events of the 22nd Congross
and the Sino%gggﬁian dispute,but it seems likely that letter is a symptom of a
deep crisis, as it comes to t?f surface may not be sc spectacular as the 1956
=1957 Communist Party crisis bu%llave greater long-torm offect, The lettor roadss

"llay a wee David make so bold as to toss a pebble in the direction of
Goliath(though NOT with o sling, and certainly not aimed at the tomple!)? Tud
thore seem to be two respocts in which the 'Ilotes of the Month! for Decomber, in
their summing-up of the 22nd Congress, are inandequate to the point of buing
misleading,

"Firstly, the impression is given (p.550 esp.) that the fact that
'emergency powers were distorted and misused! (a mila enough phrase to apply to
the crimes of the Beria~regime) was duc to personal quirks of Stalin's character
and to the 'unique cuthority' thaot he came to enjoy from his 'outstanding ability
and record of achievement'j; while there is no mention of the fact tha: Stalin
made major political errors (from 1934 onwards) or of what thosc errors WIT G
This omission would be less surprising in a commentary that made no pretence of
being a high-powcred political summing—up., iAs has beon frequently emphasised
since the 20th Congress, Stalin's major political error in this context from
which so much clsc flowed, was his theory that the class struggle became inten—
sified in the degreec to which socialism was being constructed. It was this which
was used to justify the intonsified use (instoad of rolaxation) of cmergency
powors after 1934, To appreciatc this is, surely, essontial ADC for any full
political understanding of what occurred? As we now know, there were other poli-
tical errors as wells for example in agriculture and also in the realm of theory
where (as described by Ilyichov at the 22nd Congross) the notion of a single
'God of theory' led to stultification of Marxist theory especially in the social
scicncesfor a wholc period, (It was not accidental that for decades we had no
works on political cconomy, philospphy or history of any worthwhile significance
- Ilyichov,) Recognition of this latter point could perhaps be creditted, however,
to the paragraph, 'A Great Revival', on p.552 of Wotes of the ionth! (it was
necessary to break through the straitjacket and rigidity derived from the condi-—
tions of the proceding period!).

"Secondly, a rather curious attempt is made to draw a distinction
between regular trial procedure and 'specialprocedures'; and to attribute the
injustices exposed ONLY to the lattor. One can sce that such a distinction
might be a comforting one for ourselves if it were valid, Dut I suggest that
the distinetion has little or no validity, and if intended as an excuse is too
lame to sound convincing to more than a handful, Toke, for example, the case of
Rudzutak, mentioned by Khrushchov at the 20th Congress, This case was heard
before the Hilitary Collegium of the Supreme Court, similarly to other trials
where the public werec admitted; at the trial Rudzutak withdrow tho !confession!
he had previously made but was nonctheless executed within less than an hour.

The roferences made by Khrushchov to 'the practice of mass repression' in theo

1935-8 period, applied !first against the Trotskyites, Zinovievites, Dukharinites,

long since politically defeated by the Party, and subsequently also against many

honcst Communists', leave no doubt, I think, that the accusations of CRIMINAL

activities (as distinct from prolitical orrors) made at the public trials wore as

feked as those levelled at Rudzutak, Postyshev, Kossier, liikhe, Krylenko, Bubnov,

e@tcs Otherwise why bracket them all together as part of the same !'practice of

mass repression'? (Latar, in connection with the s-ome period, there is explicit

refercnce to 'fabricated COURT CASIS! in which accused were charged with preparing .
'terrorist actst,)

"These points are emphasised — and I believe are IMPORTANT to emphasiso
frankly and openly = not just to revive old discussion of 1956=T7, but because
the 'battle for the new against the old' (of which tho 'Notes of tho Month! &0
on to speak) is NOT a mattor concern only to the Soviet Unioni and a realistic
understanding of the past period is an essential part of such a battle. As .
R.P.Ds well says, "the clearing of the old is the condition for the advance of
the new'. (all emphasis as per original: Bd. )

HOSPITAL WAITING SC.NDAL

Figures given by the Registrar General in his latest report show that
9% of all cancer cases have to wait over a month before admission to hospital, the
figure for 7.3 is 8%, for breast cancer 10%. 10% of hernia cases have to wait over
6 months amd mmother 40% over one month., The figures for cataract are 10% and
50% respectively.Only 30% suffering from breast cancer tted i




M'I‘EST ISSUS OF FRIE ALGARIL OUT

We have to hand the latest issue of Free Algeria, the December 1961/
January 1962 mumber, It is a very j t%re%t%gg and informative issue as well it
mizht be seeing that John Baird, IM.F.. ﬁaslaust returned from Forth )\frica where
they have seen, at first hand,many things. Of note are articlcs on the Paris
pogroms in October (a first hand account by a conscript soldier), impressions of
a journey through Latin America by Benkchedda, tha presidcont of *+a: GePoitella,
anyone who wants to loarm something of his political ideas should »¢~? *this nnd
an article by lirs. Daird on the plight of Algerian children,

llany of the readers of the Intsrnational Bulletin alrcady read and
sell Free Algeria, we would urge any who don't .alrcady to get copies in the
future. In particular it is important that organisations of tho labour movement
should place orders. An assistant editor has been appointed, she is: Gorimde
Tlias, 8/29 Abercorn Place, London N.V. 8.

John Baird will be reporting on his recent trip to North Africa at
the following mestings and schools:

Sunday, 2lst January South Nottinglizm Federation of Young
Socialists school starting 10, 30 &% Co-op
Iducation Centre, Heathcote St.

Thursday, 25th, January Iragui Students! Society, Panton S5t, London
S.W. 1l at 7.30 p.m,

Friday, 2nd February Jacari Socioty, Oxford University nt 8. 15pm

Monday, 12th February Arab Students! Sccisty, Sheffield University
at 12,30 p.m.

llonday, 19th February Afro-Asian Society, Lecds University

(details locally)

He has already spoken at the M.C.F. and at the Arab Students' Society
Liverpool University, and would no doubt be prepared to spoak at othor organisa—~
tions if the comrades can make thae arrangements,

OCTLIST RIVIEW AND THE CONGO by T.M.,

A recent article in Socialist Heview, January 1962, by its editor,
Llisdair lMacIntyre is a perfect example of the petti bourgeois nature of the
State capitalist toendency. MacIntyre, in the conclusion to his article; strongly
supports UNO intervontion in the Congo. Some time your correspondent protested
to the journal about a discussion article which had supported UNO intervention
in the Congo and the Zditorial Doard condemned the article in question. However,
now Alisdair lacIntyre, ono of the leading lights of that tendency is now serio-~
usly putting forward this idea (which is incidentally much in vogue among centrists)

He does this by arguing that UNO supports a unitary state and a unit-
ary state would be useful to the African socialist movemont., He donies the exigt-
ence of a Congo proletariat (true is small, but there are so I am told miners in
the Katanga region.) It is true that an effective loadership has not asserted
itself, but socialists do not for that reason support an agency of imperialism,
UNO was indirectly responsible for the death of Lumumba, ond is interested in
neutralising Gizenga -~ however unsatisfactory he is - and any possible aid from
the workors states. MacIntyre cannot grasp the nature of the Permancnt revolution
and would accept a unitary bourgcois government in the Congo, largely dependent
on America, It is no coincidence that Adoula is meeting Kennedy.

- MacIntyre's views arc in linoc with the "critical" support given by
the journal International Socihlism to the Common Market, They add up to this -
how to give support to imperialism without actually saying so, '

COIMMUNIST PARTY SUPPORTS NKRUMAIT' 5 SUPPLISSION OF TRADE UNIONISTS

In the January issue of Labour Monthly, a Communist Party controlled

Journal edited by Palme Dutt, Kay Deauchamp, one the Comminist Party's experts
on African affairs writes:

"«eThe problans arising from the budget and the strikes were largely :

due to this inexpericnce and the lack of socinlist understanding, both among the

leaders and the PCODPlGecsscssssainternal and foroign enemics of the government,
including the United Party, which has always been a reactionary opposition, were
oble %o fan the discontent of the workors, market women and faypmers who were not
convinced of the noed for sacrificos." Those arguoments are,ﬁha‘gam§ 1ﬁn§§

those which explain all strikes in Britain as being due to 'Moscow i:
tators' and cover up support for Nkrumah's actibns of imprisoning trade un
without trial and dissolving trade union branches,




o
OMAN ~ BRITAIN'S ALGERIA IN MINIATURL QQ%
The following article is reproduced from Colonial Freedom News, the
Journal of the Movement for Colonial Freedom, firstly because thz facte are
hardly known at all in this country, and secondly the attitude ¢ Priish imper—
ialism towards Oman is a good indication of the real face of Driti-- mperialism
when it does not have to manoeuvre.

"The war in Oman began in 1954, the same yoar as Algeri-. .inched har
war of independence, :nd the Omanis throughout these seven years hovs displayed
a resoluteness in defending their country, very similar to that shown by the
Algerians, And yet, outside the confines of the Arab world, virtually nothing
is known of the rights and wrongs of the question. 1In this country, the Govern-
ment and most sections of the press have maintained a conspiracy of silence and
have encouraged the spreading of many misconceptions,

"For example, Dritish Governmont spokesmen, in particular Mr. Selwyn
Lloyd and Mr. Bdward Heath, have persistently maintained that Oman is a depend~
oncy of Muscat, and that Britain is fulfilling hor obligations of alliance with
the Sultan of NMuscat by helping him against an internal rebellion., In fact Oman
has for 1,200 ycars been an independent state, olecting her own ruler:. ..nd is
the only democracy in the Arabian penisula. In 1920, after the Oman’c L. icfe—
ated one of the Sultan's many attempts to conquer them, the treaty of 7it was
signed, recognising the two states as separate entities and pledging tlL=pm Lo
non-interference in ocach other's affairs. Cept. Lccles, the British commander
of the Muscat forces, stated in 1927, that "the Sultan in reality ha- authority

only in Muscat and a strotch of coast to the north and south, which ~ux
imidated by British gun~boats,"

Le tat—

"\ closer oxamination of history and of Iir. Lloyd's speeches shows that
in fact Britain has no obligation to offer military aid to the Sultan. Let us
examine the reasons for British participation with Muscat in a military adventure
to conquer the indep-ndent state of Oman., 1In 1954, the Sultan of Muscat gronted
a concession for a British company to drill for oil on Omani territory outside
his jurisdiction, The refusal of theo Imam of Oman to recognise this concession,
and the steps which he took to defend his country's independence constituted the
"act of rebellion", by which the British Government justified the invasion,

"The military operations have continued unabated until now, with con-
tinuous and merciloss bombing of .civilian targets by the Royal Air Force. 17
villages in the Jebol Akhdar rogion have bsen obliternted and the five maia
citios of Oman almost destroyed. The British Government rapeatodly claims thot
the "robellion" has been suppressed, but your correspondent, on a tour of the
Persian Gulf recontly, found strong evidence that Omaris arc arlding o,

"There are far moro tragic human issues than more power politics
involved in the issue, for the struggle on the battlefiulds of Oman is between
the forces of democracy and human dignity, and those of mediaeval tyranny. The
Sultan of luscat, whom the Conservative leaders are pleasod to call their s=taunch
friend is one of history's crucllest slave owners. He possesses a harem of some
80 slave #girls, and a male slave labour force of up to 300 men, accordin: to a
roliable source. . The punishments and tortures used by the Sultan against his

slaves have been 1 described to your correspondent not only by Omani exiles but
also by a British Army Officer in the lluscat forces,

"The record of the Imam of Oman is very different, From tho time of
his election in 1954 he made strenuous efforts to stamp out the slave trade in
South Arabia, which is one .reason for the Sulton's groeat hatred of him. Vhen
One remembers that Dritain first intervenod in the Gulf area to combat tho slave
trade, the hypocrisy of the Governmont and its betrayal of Britain's ideals y
becomes clear., In an interviow with your correspondent the Imam affirmed his
determination to continue working for the guarantee of his people's right to
independonce and for the eradication of the slave trode. He spoke of the
casualties Omon has suffered, but of their continued resis  exXprT!
hope that his country would live at peace with Drita:
practised the democracy that she preached, II:
Dermeated all that he said, L
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