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Letter to Roadors

Ronders will notiece n diffecrence in the cover of this
woek's issuc. This wns duc to an snnoying nnd unnvoi-
dnble techniecal hitech at the lnst noments. %e hopo to have
the trouble gortecd out the noxt igsue nnd stort off

with an inproved front covor.

Wie have hnd sonmc succcss in the lagt feow wocka by
scnding sariple copies to potentinl subscribers;

we have rceccived new subseribers in this way fron
Plrces as far apnrt na Flintshire nnd Tunbridge
Viglls. If any reoder enn suggest a likely subscribor
we will be only tw glrnd to send then a sanple to
gee if they nrec intcrcated in taking our nngrzine
rogularly.

Published by: Tho Intcrnntionnl Bookshop, Produced

4, Dane St., By
Alfred St. Coentrnl, Voluntory

ot tinghnn. Lnbour.




157 %DITOE;_L&T; NOTES

PHE MUNICIPAL ZLECTION ROSUILS: A3 various cormentators have poin-
saF y fed out. tliese results are narked
by o number of distinat features. PFirstly, Labour hos won nore
seats thon in any previcus yeao's locnl elesclicnge. Sgscondly, that
although the ldberals gained goie ground they are no longer gaining
guch o high proportion of the nnti-Tory protesi vote. Thirdly,
that oa opposed to Iabour no¥King gains because of thoe Iihcerals
taking votca fron the Toriszs, there hos Leen o gunuine swing to
Labour. In some arens where the Libéralsg did not contest thisg year
Labour actunlly did better, sentwisz, thon last year. PFourthly,

n lthough therc was a geoncral swing to tho left this did not nicon
mora sugpeft for the CuP., in freol in torng of gonts, the C.P.
nctunlly ground. We shnoll next weok when rioro figures are avail-
able ~nzl7ge tho resulis 1ore closelys

However, taking nll these faotors together, o very clear
Pleture cmerges. This is thot tho rinas of the working class ond
gcotions of the niddle olnases arc, morc than cver before, sccing'
tho Lobour Porty as their expression of soeial protest. There is,
of course, n oconpliented intcrconnection betweon this Trot snd the
glight shift to the left sinec Wilson wnag clectcd pnrty leador.
That this should tnke plnecc dospitc the betrayals of the pnst,
despite the flabbincss of the Lobour lendership in facae of Tory
attacks on the working clasa, despite such incidonts ns the
denuncintion of the proposed rail strike by Lnbouritcs Browm and
Morrison, this is o profund politicnl phenomcnne

Mony genuine left wingers, appnlled by the right wing policiecs
of the londership of the ILnbour Pnrty, donounce Marxists who arc
riecibers of that prrty. They think thnt all one hns to do ig to
shout from the house topa nbout the botreynls nnd the sell outs
ond the working clasa will follow then inatead of the Inbour Party.
They have not onolysed the proceas of the developniont of politienl
congelousncss. If one doecs analysc this process, these clection
results arc not so surprising.

The results,furthercore,; coue at n tine when the worst unenplo-
Jruent position ¢f the winter hnd considercbly inproved, when the
Tory pnrty nnd its various propnagonda ngocncics have been trying to
build up o pigture of the ceonmy boing on the upgradc. But this
tine 1t is eclenr that the workcra will be very hard to fool. Thelr
oppogition t0 the Tories is not only that the latter have brought
uneonpleyniont; cte., but thnt the latter have trickcd then. HNo
natter what teornporary pallintives the Torica mnnage to nchicve it
will be very difficult for themn to rcseh n position whero they are
trusted again. Borring really decisive changes in the politienl
sccne snother Lnbour Govermicnt ot the next goneral elcction is
agsured. The tnsk of Marxists will be to channelised tho disconte
tent with Tory pelicios into disscontent with enpitalisn even if
under o ILobour adninistration. However they will do this best by
not only denouneing right wing policics but by also going through
the experionce of fighting the Torics in thc Lobour Porty and Trode
Unions with the class.
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The I‘ay izsue of Unior VToics, as usual, cerries a wide rangs of
jndu~trial end Labour topics. ruie uoborts writes on “hop “tewardsj Dick
‘aabrools on organising disiribtution (unionwise); thers is an erti®l on the
urden on ths I'.!.B, by Roy Bower of tho Neoittingham N.U.ds2 Len Youle ol .
“hePfiold writas on Housing snd Tlause Foury Michard Pistcher on ints!Tating
Fuel, Powsr esnd Transportga member of ths Dunlop strika committae oa tke
gtrile victory at the Coventry No. 3 factorys othor articlas include ones on
‘lducation end Unemployment, the oxperisnces of prisoners, Loacen Labour, the
Toeching plan etc. Ths centre spread this month is on the meaning of liay Daye.

JI1BY It BOOST FOR UNIOH VOICE

The April issue of the Dorbyshire !finer, journal of ths Derbyshire
FYational Union of Mineworkars, devotes a whole page to axtracts from the
contre aspread of Union Voice., The item i3 entitled stasps to full employmont,
and it is announced that the lMay issue will another page devotied to this
subjects The Derbyshire Miner is distributed throughout the soalfield and
to all the pits and lodges, it is also widely cold to non-miners.

EIH.‘E.’LTIQLH&L VICTORY FOR LABOUR IN LONC 'IATON by a spacial corraspondent

Labour won mora seats than ever before JEJﬁrha.n Neouncil alections
in Long iaton this year. The Council which was Tory only two years Bg0 ROW
has 20 Labour Councillors to only four Tories, Labour wvon all nina seoats
winning six from tha Tories, The rsmaining four saats were won in previous
yvoar: and must now be considasrad potential Labour gains, The Tories will no
doubt blame the intarvention of ths LNatepayers candidates for much of their
defoat, but this argument is jnvalid because the Natepayers' vote was in the
main a vote of protaszt. A very sipmificant rosult was the eleoction of
Hr, 0.G. Powe a "ost Indien as a Lebour candidate. IT. Powe, who is well
Jnown as the secratary of the Afro Asian West Indian Union, ocunted a Tory.
Tho o who had argued the inadvisability of putting up a gzt Indian becausze
of a possibls anti-colour vote were proved very wronge !Mr. Powe receivad
only oizhty votes less than his Labour stableomate. tven this sighty out of
1400 0dd cannot bs nonsidrod as having anything to do with colour becauso the
othor Labour candidate, H. Nichards, has boon active in the Labour Party for
a long period,

ALFLTON ULBAW COURRIL TO SALL SAV) RATLWAYS UONF R NC.3

A% its liay Tth meeting the Labour controlled 1fraton Urban Couneil
do-ided to call a mooting of local aunthorities who are involved id the closure
of stations oa tho Nottinghem to “heffield railway line. Tarae stationa are
goheduled to be closed in the Alfreton area. This decision was talkon after
the council raceived a roport of the recent meating of the "Save our Railways"

campaign of the National Council on Tnland Trensports. The mesting also heard
a lottor from the Tory “kegness Council appealing for svpport against the
closurc of its station. Alfraton decidod to suppors Tkegnoss.

NOTTINGHAN TTLADE3 COUNCIL GPAICN AGLINTT BIICRING PLLN

The Nottingham snd Distrint Tredes Council has, as part of its
cempaign azainst ths Dseching plen, issued a leaflet for general distribution.
Ths lanflat sxpleina in groat dotail how the plan will affsct peopdk in Notting-
gham, and then brings forward facts againet the plan, it donounces the thres
Fottingham Tory 1f.F.s for supporting tha plen and cells for widespread protostis.
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VOX POPULI (OR INVESYTIGATING DEIOUTACY) by a Leisester corrospondent

Which has tmcht ths prazsent generation an old truth = you don't judgze
the cigar by the picture on tho box. lMost of us roalise that the trade mark
and label or tha shape of the bottle are not pracise indicetors of the contants.
For Marxists, of course, it is no rev:lation that appearances can be daceptive
or that the contents of a packags can change in quantity amnd quality with no
soeming or roal change in the package., DLven the "Good Book" mekes the point
that new ("working") wine should not be put in old (fully stretched-leather)
bottles, To come to the particular point. "e need to be precise about our
political jargon. Tords ssrve us as lsbels, 'Je should use the right label
naturally and furthermore we chould check that the contents corrasspond with
old labels, PFascism, democracy, totalitarian, bonapartist, dictatorship,
bourgeois = -uch labels have avaried meanings east or west of the "Curtein,"
and left or right of the Labour Farty = or within itl ik

H A ¥ w

Living in a democracy = a bourgecis democracy — we feel w6 Bow such a
tosime works and how far contsnta snd lebel correzpond. Yet long ago a Fabian
= Oraham "7allas = pointed out the necessity in politics fer facts, fipures,
rosoarch, and scientific masthod. Let us look at Profossor Griffith's research
in issue Ho. 20 of ¥Hew Society, His firzt sentonce is a surprising assumptions
"Britons todsy live in & regu%ataﬁ and suthoritorian sccliety." Thiz prefaces
an article on local democracy and sug_estions for its resuscitation, To this
end he gives stetistics to -how ths apathy of the eloctorate. These analyse
thz vote and ite variations, He otates:

"The most revealing statistics ars those which show the wasti nmumber
of uncontssted seats end as a consequence, the diffsrence in voting percentages
of tho=e who could not vote bscausze there was no candidate, are counted as
non=voters. IHis figures for 1958 are summariseds:—

CJouncillers Councillors % Unmorvossd .% vote in 4 vote of
Unorpposed Blected contests total
County Toro's 250 1092 18,6 40.3 34.0
ilounties 2444 1568 60.9 33.3 19.5
lunieipal Boro's
UuDulles "ity" g 2211 4666 32.2 42,9 26,7

Particular examples: In Corawasll, Hsris., Lines, 85% were returned unopposed
In Holland (Linca) 3 out of 43 seats contestesd, but |’ vote in, these three 3
seats was highest in ngland, 51l.%. Griffith astatess

We Tather enjoy those elections in Jommunist countriss which result in
percentage turnouts epproaching 100, with unanimity of party choice. Ferhaps,
howevar, our system of local democrasy has its faults when 23,592 are open to
contest, only 10,174 ars fought forj if lemzs than 12,5 millions out of 52,5
million actually votey if the avsrage parcentage vote is only 40; and if
elections for 1,500 diffarsnt authorities rosult in a change of party control
in less than 4% of the councils,

Howaver for us ths important points ars that wa should have = clearer
picture of our democracy, and that we chould understand why a politically
conscious working elesss is so "apathetic" about council elections.
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e gopsyrs moory 1580 by a special corvespondent

Jack London long sgo ninpointcd the tactice of the capitalist o
olasa of =zithar braaking ths leaders of our class, or corrupiting them, by
moneyy titles, flattary or entr .. to "socisty". Yet tha laft has been
accused of malice; "aour grapes", and carping criticism for branding many
T7.,U, lesaders a3 bursaucrais divorced from th> rank and file,  iven today
meny workars don't raally know ths full significance of the "Iistablishmeni",
On ths othsr hand, a slsp on ths back, a bandying of first namnes, and the
rotontion of dialest can soften the person's year's nsglect, orking in with
the bosses, and rotten compromises at tha expesnse of the members,

If you know an hone=t T,U. official uncorrupted by Sstablishment
soduction you can leern —omesthing of the socisl whirl, the .mbassy "do's",
the slap-up dinners, the Xmas prssants, the "cocktails with everything", that
gan be yours in any saction of tho movement, if thats how you like it.
flgpitulation to this softsning up paves the way for alienation from your
formar worlmates,

Don't think all this is tha figment of a foverad ime ination, a
shesp version of Howard “pring's "Fame is the Spur" or Fienburgh's "No Love
for Johnny". Horace ¥oulden, Prosident of the National Union of Hosiery
Toricars, said on ‘pril 8th that there comes a time in a union lsader's life
when he drifts away from ths poeopls he reprasentz, It was 30 years sines
he last worksd in a hosiery factory and that "is a long time to be out of a
factory and to bas telling peopls what they ought to be doing in a factory.

I have been vory conscious that I could see & gulf gradually widsning between
me and the peopla I was supposedly reprosenting, I don't belisve I belong to
their world."

Temembar Moulden iz president of a right wing union that has
twice rince the war rajected affiliation to the Labour Party, that has been a
goalous Hond-Turnsr—-negotiation=at-all-costs practioner, That this speech
was made at the W.J.I1.C. whan he was procentsd with a2 gold watch on his
mtiroment. He concluded that "if he could go back he would not do what
thoy had done in the hose section., In the last three years they had thrown
away their heritage, He was locking forward to his retirement and did not
intond to work agsin, if something meant having an employer and drawing wages.
That was one shacklc he was glad to be rid of."

Tut what of the thousands of hisz union's mambers who must go on
boing wage slaves under agreements and conditions forcsd on them by the joint
efforts of the union leaders and the employers? A ecmbury ago Harx said wa
mist have done with the slogan of ". fair day's wage for a fair day's work"
and inscribe cur bannsrs: "Ths sbolition of the wages system™ and "From
cach according to his ability, to sach according to his need." In Value, Price
end Profit, lMarx explained ths limitations of even the most successful trade
union effvsrta and pointed out that the very success of raising wages above his-
torical or natiovnal average lovols led to the capitalist claas replacing too
oxponsive labour by machines. The hosziery union with its long-time cost of
living bonus, itz provivucly sheltared homs market, and twy_dscades of ssllers!
mailiot, won wage rates that ensbled above avaraze wagas to aa.rnn& by many for
long peri ods, Perzistant inflotion, in a period when the homa market is no
longer protectsd and supply exceeds demand, had forced the profit-saeking
bossas to replace human labourpowsr by machines. After many cecsdes of peace
the hosiery workers are striking hap-hazardly, piscomsal, and in inersasingly
unfavourabls conditions, Thers is an nrgent nsed for a new militant leadership
vho will inform the memberzhip of the problems and seek to brszk out of their
solf-impesed political isolation, Perhaps lloulden's last words may prove to
be his most useful service to his members in {he long run,




1 5 81 MAST ENTHUCSIAS IN ALGTRIL AS REVOLUTION DIGPENS  based on Militant raport

The porular rssponse in Alperis io the far-regohing measures rocently
undertzken by the Ben Bella govarmment is running extremely deep. An imprss-
give exampls of thiz was the mass turnout on the platsau of Arbattache April
20 when Ben Balla inaugurated a national refomstation campaign, In one day
130,000 trecs were planted, That is a lot of trees to put in the ground
between davm and sunset., JIven more astonishing waz the size of the crowd that
carried out the tack. The estimate was 800,000, These peopls came ten to
twalve miles, some of them starting ths previous evening, to plant "their tres"
‘pecial trains, buses and trucks brought many. The roads swarmed with cars,
motorbikes and bicycles. About one-third walked.

The govarnment delegation followed detours to avoid bottle—-necks and
bovoming ztuck in the crowd. (“hile touring the sountry a faw wesks ago, gow=
ernmant cars wers bent out of shape by pros:ing crowds and the clothing of
officials was torn ragsed by psople wanting to touch them.) The plan proved
Mtile and Ban Della had to msake his way on foot through the packed masses
the final mile and a quarter, "The plateau end surrounding hills were black
with psople," writes Le Psuple; "“omsen, children, old psople, youth. Ifany
youth 3 they came from schools. colleges, universities. 111 the national

£l nrgmisa.tmns wers thers, all the administrations, A1l of the greater Algiers
wore preosent at Arbattache.m

A%t the microphone, “ol. Boumedismne recallad, =ays Le Psuple, that the
nfirst objostive of Our Revolution was the raturn of the land to the Fellah."
"This objsctive,” he added, "is being attained today. This Socialist Revol-
ution will succeed if all the pesople back it." Paraphrasing the speech, Le
Peuple continues: "Its enemies exist, They ars those who esee in ™ socialism®
only a word which for us has a content. It is a roality as evaryone can ses
and testify today."™

*Taking up the special role of the army in this inspiring work wiich
socialiem is, Col. Boumedisnne said: "Our army is not and will not be an
army of the barracks, an army of members that grow fat, It i3 a national
popular army standing on the =ide of the psople in the work of nationzl recon—
struction, It is an army of militants who have undertaken to translate into
facts ths idssl for which our martyrs fell.,"

Le Peuple rsports Ben Bella's speaech as follows: "Yestorday at Oran,
but sspecially hers today, it can be said that not since independence has such
an important event occurred. Vo one here or anyvwhers in the world, even among
thoss who ars against us, could dsny today that our socialist revoiution has
basn launched, If the problam of erosion and the struggle against it through
rofomatation is the aim of cur mosting today, the spectacle of your presence
hera strengthens things in itsslf.™

"hig mass outvouring is a responss to the government, to the Pelitical
Bursau, to all thoss in raiponaible posts, that we eare on the right road., It
is the reply that we did right in taking ths recent socialist decrees and
v+ toring to the workers tho properties of the Bsngana's and Pourgesud's. The
sonialiam of Ben Tella is not a mere slogan, Ben Bolla and all the militants
want to remain faithful to the rovolutionary prng:rm of Tripoli, There is no
room in this country for the bourgeoisie,™

Den Balla described the ignominious profiteers, "thase four oxr five
ner oent who found means of amassing fortuanes" dsspite the terrible rspression
of the Algerien psople. Thila the poor lived in nmiszsry, in concentration
camps or fall under the bombs of the opvressor, the profitasra grew fat, The
tim. had now come to settle accounts, to put the the profitesors in a steam
bath that will raduce their unhealthy woight. "The steam bath, that's soocia-
li=mn, Never under any circumstances whatever, will wo submit to our widows
and orphans sleeping in the streats, to our glorious fighters being reduced
to begging. Ye are strong. e will break all obstacles to socailism.”
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1532 %d note: The Havana newspaper Ieveolucion mublisbed the following
statemant by Premier Fidel fastro oa its front page April 16, the day it
announced he would visit the Soviet Union, The statement is taken from an
interview Castro gave to members of Ths Chilean Imstituto Popular on July 31,1962,

Thera is but one Revolution, It is lik%e a child who goes fhrough
hiz stages of development until hs reaches manhood. It camnot ba segmanted
inte two diffevrent rovolutions, I% has only stages, The basic premiszeos are
the conquest of rsvolutionary powsr and the creation, of course, of the mili-
tary strength to bhack up that revolution,

The conquest of power iz sphemeral if it cammot create the military
s#trongth to destroy the ruling classes, That force must not be at the service
of imperialism and of the oligarchy. . fvery rovolutionary law is a ztep
forward on the road of the Revolution, The Agrarian Reform Law brousht
agzressive cconomic measures from the imperialists; this hastened the taking
of new measures against them, The law againat the slectric and telephona
monopolies was followed by new agsressive mesasures and countsrmeasures: the
muppression of the sugar quotas Imnarlallam, with the cellaborstion of the
oligarchy,had recoursc to military aggression, which in turn led to the
nationalisation ' of Yarnkes and pro-Yankee firms, The increasingly open clash
with imperialiam led to the radicalisation of the rovolution and to cur
ideological advancss, and linked the RNevolution to the progressive forces of
ths whole world.

The open eggrassion of the mercenaries brought on new attacks,
and the declaration of the socialist nature of the Revolution was made afier
the bombing which preceded the invasion, And in this manner the battle which
the pesople fought was already a battle for zocialiam,

The Nevelution is a dynamic and developing process, Dut it is one
revolution, If it is not a revolutiop, thers is no rsvolutionary process,
And if it is halted, it is not a revolution., If the proper conditions exist
for = revolution, it will contimue its uninterrupted march forward. And
that is why it goes so far - as only a true revolution can - oincs it carries
within itself the necaassary conditions for the development of the revolution,
If it is: & revolution in the first stages, it will be a revoluticn in the
last stages,

Once political power has been conguersd and onsce the military
forces on which tho ruling classes base their power have beon destroyed, the
rovolution contimies its ascendant curve. All other divisions are artificial
and the revolution cannot be capriciously divided into stages.

How iz powsr attained? Thore ave differsnt roads, of course,

Let us suppose that power was attained thiough pesceful elections, This
would not be enough if armed forces uncondtiorally supporting the new powar
were not immediately created, e

Once powsr has been conquered,; ravolutionary laws have 0 promul—
goted. The reoduction of ronts is not & socialist law; niither ia the law
anthorising the racovery of siolen propsrties, The nationalisation of busi-
ness ontarprises, the astablishment of people's farms and ccoperatives, the
nationalisation of education, these ere all socialist measures. Nevertheless,
thers iz en interdepsndence betwesn new laws and those which precsded them,
betwosn the first and the last, as there is betwean i and Z.

FOO3 SUGCC Y TUL MEPTINGS OF TGBA: Two speskers on Cuba spoke to zudiencea of
the University pocialist ociety and the New Left “lub in Nottinghem recently.
Nobin Plackburn, of ths New Lafi Review, spoke on liay 3rd., and Pablo FPernades
spolze on the 10th, Although the meetings wsre not very large, they were very
sorious and attended by key people in the Labour movemeni, Arrangoments are

undor way to hold larger meetings (outsids the election period).




TNDUSTRIAL NOTES from a Londen T.U. corre pondont

1533 A.3.U. NATION.L COO{ITTR: PLIDGES DEFENCE CP ZHO? STEWARDS

At its mesting st Blackpool, the A.3,U. National Commities pas«od
ynani ously a rosolution callin~ for remistance to the vicious attacks now

g2 against shop stewards, which is part of a sinister campaign of
poarsocution and victimisation, 1I, Tallen, who was presiding in the absence
of the pr-asident Carron, called on the committse to rejsct the mo tion.
Hovwever he was immedistsly repudiated by two other righi-wing members of the
exacutive, P. Han'ley and "', Dradley. It was clear that the right-wing
foction had dacided for tactical reasons not to oppose the motion, Tallon
than withdrsw his opposition and ths proposition went through., T"hilst the
exacutivs membars who spokas in the dabate made it clear that they did not
feel obliged by tha rssolution to defsnd a shop steward who 'had broken an
agroement?!, rank and file speakers made it obvious that they rsgardad the
motion as pledging thy union to tzke deciazive action, Mrs Earrison of
Covent complained thet the axscutive should act more quickly in making
?Ectfﬁization strikes officialj and G, Bridges of Harrow rograttad that
union leasders romainad silent in face of anii-shop steward propagenda,

On the whola the pasiing of the resolution waz a defeat for the right
wing and will give a '"legal' -ovar for loft wing calls for ths union as a
whols to fight sach victimisstion case. The fact that the right wing did
not dars.to opposs it arises laryaly from the shoeck they received over the
aleutinnfﬁugh Jcanlon to ths sxocutive. In the A.LU,. evury official has
to -tand for re-slaction every threes or five years, many right wingers must bo
thinking about whothar they can hang on to thair comfortabls jobs or not.

PLAN TO FUSS 770 PRINTINCG UNIONT

The Times of Liay Tth rsportad s " L proposal that ths two compo:itorst
unions should amalgamte was announced in London last nizht, The unions are
the Typogrephical lszociation and the London Typographical Jociety. Ioth
unions' sxscutive councils have approvel unanimiously a draft constizution,
They have rescormended that it bs accopted for ondcrscment at the unions!?
anrmal conferences, PFinally it will bs sulmitted to a ballot, The amalg-
amation would mean a new 80,000-momber union, Tha announcement zaid that
fusion would go far to 'resolve the many difficultiss confronting the
printing industry erising from the rapid development of new tachniques.™

Lo IN CIVIL SovIs? JLNRICLL ASCCIATION CV . UNION POSTS

Wotiona tabled for discussion at the annual conference of the U.8,C.A.
at Blackpcol foroshadow a political storm, The ismue is the asppeal of 4
assistont soorotariss egainst the oxscutive's proposed appointmant of less
sorior officials to the posts of deputy gimeral pscratery aend general trea-
surers. . lthough 98 branches endorse ons or both of ths names chossn by the
exenutive, 39 are critical of the proposals. “ome come cut fully in support
of ons or more of ths 4 officials who claim to hava been passed over, tut
othors merszly sugrest temporary or procrastinating measures petiding further
examination of the problam,

The exascutivs have claimed in a circulaxr that the 4 officialg were
appointed "when the association was "in the hands of the Jommunist Party "
and that eppointmants wers conditionsd by these circumstances, IMany branches
aro eng-y about this assertion. One urpras the severe roprimadning of the
exacutive becauss of its blackoning of "ths characters of officers who have
many years of devoted service." IJnothgr said that this had tha affect of
smaaring the 4 at a time whan they had chance to answer,.
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STTRL, PROWUCTION DECLINGS IN APIIL

The Torisz hope to roverze their disastrous electoral position by
trying to stimilate th2 country's oconomy in time to resstablish the myth of
Tory prosparity by tho Generzl ‘laction. Howevaer thoy ars going to find 1%
vory difficult to achisve the :uccess that thoy had in 1959, A major economic
indicator is tho st te of tho steel industry. The followinz material on ihe
atats of the Dritish steel industry is extract:d from ths Financial Times of
HMay Gth:

"\ fter rising for 4 months without pause, stesl output fell back slightly
la~t month to an average of 426,000 tons a week, The industry iz estim ted o
havs boen using about 75 per cent of its availeble capacity. Part of the drop
of nsarly 7,000 tons a wesk from ths Ifarch lsvel was due to the Za.ter holidaya,
.ut thers also appsars to have baen some marginal ea:ing in dsmand,

wilthough production is ‘pril was still 4 per cent up on a year garlier,
todeys's statamant from the Iron and Stesl Board clsarly indicatcs that talk of
a raal re.overy remains premeture at this stage. Consumers' and Merchants!
atocks continued to fall in the fir.t quartar of the year = a process that has
been goingz on for about 21 months - and there is et%ill no aign of a major ovarall
pick-up in the sctual usage of cto2l seessess 7

"In these circumstences, the industry is at ths momont disinclined to
shangs tho estimate it publi-hed toward: thz und of last ysar ~ that production
in 1963 is liksly to fall betwsen 20.5 million and 22 million tons....S5sasonelly
adjusted, tha sctual weekly averaze ipril output of 426,400 tons comen down %o
408,900 tons, which is 3,300 tons below ths corrscisd llarch figure and gives
soma idea of the posszible easing in domandssesess

my preliminary estimats for steal cunsumption in the first quarter is
that it totalled 3.24 million tons, aftar seasonal allowences are made, Thia
igi the lowast guartarly figure for nearly four years, although the fall must -
have boen due in part to the atmormal weather in Jamuary smnd February.”

The editorisl on the subject added more facts:

Messasssirs bofore, the sectors of the indusiry mapplying the moter
industry wers fully o~cupied: output of sheat gteal in the first guarter of
1963 was 25 per csnt up on a year ago, that of strip was 10 per cent up, and
tinplate also held firm. Tut the heavy section of the indusury ramained in the
doldiums, Lower demand from tha railways, from shipbuildsrs and from anginamr-
ing generally cut back heavy steel output across the boerd, Outpud of rails,
plates, heavy beams and tubes was lowsr in evary case than in a similar period _
of 1962,"

OCIAON MARKRT TO TAK? ACPICK AGAIN ‘T BIUITISH DEPING OF ST 1L

N8 &  totemont issued on Mey 4th, the suropean .oal and Steol Tommmunity
accused British oteel companies and thoss of othsr countriss of selling iron
and steal within the "7ix" at prices far bzlow those chargsd in their own count=
ring, According to tho figures they issued, Dritish Iron and “tesl sales to
the "9ixz" wers 36,700 tons in Decsmber last year, and rosa 10 38,200 tons in
Jermary — this year, 47,800 in February and 58, 377 tons in llarch. The E.C.S.C.
said it wes particulady concorned becsuse Dritain and other countrias are
dumping at a timo when the "Six" aro cutiing production bscause domand is fallings
Iron snd “tsel produciion in the "Six" during the first 2 months of this year
romoined at tha came lewvel as last year, but dropped by 4.5 per cent in Iiarcha
There was a drop of 1.6 per cent in the first quartor of this year as compared
with last year, The #.(.S5.Us has appointed a committes of sxporis to wori out
moasurss befors Mey 15th, to provent the Uormunity market from being dizturbed
by dumping, The future of the British steel industry is beset Ly many clouds,




