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{ Comrade van Gelderen's article, "No Compromise on
[ Imnigration” (International April 1963} sulTers
from a rather vulgar and oversimplified view of
the means with which to combat raciamlism. It is
self-evident that Marxists must at all times opp-
ose immigration restrictions and Cight racialism
[ with class policies, However, it is crude in
the extreme to assert that by quoting statistics
' the left is "doing so at the sacrifice of princ-
iple". This 'ultra left' position stems from a
basic lack of understanding of the relationship
between principles and tactics. There is nothing
intrinsically wrong in quoting Tigures Lo expose
the racialist's lies; it would, however be unpr-
incipled to fTail to lay bare the reasons for
their use of lie after lie; that is, it would be
culpable indeed not to put to the fore at all
times the interests of the united proletariat,

Racialism does exist, so does the danger of Tas-
cism. Neither can be Tought with statistics
alome, but they can be a weapon in the fight ag-
ainst these running sores of capitalism.

Robin Doughty and David
futtrick, Birmingham

RAEFLY BY TESEA VAN CELDSREN
Of course +the liss of Powzll and all cther rac-
igldizts must be exposedy but I etill =aintain
that there are asome codrsdes on the laft whiy
while expleining the reapans for these lies, 40
not, ot the same time, state that there should be
ned  reatrictions on the nuzber af peopleentering
thiz country. 4= socialist®s, 1t 1s imporiant fo
ghow that we are mot intercated in golving tha
rrotlems the capitalists face. We gleo hava 0
show that we are in favour of complete frepdom of
movement tnder cspitalism. Hny move by the Saplt-
ailat state machinme to restrict movement muat b=
| opposed on pringipls,
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Vnternational FUND DRIVE

TNTERNATIONAL has launched & campaign to ratse a minimum of E3SCO by the end ot

July. The purpose of this campaign is to maks THTERNATIONAL more professional

ago INTERNATIONAL hes established a def-
Thie i3 the only Pritish journal which
chaspions end pregents the-idess of Pourtt Internationsl. The utter bankrudpbo
wernment and the severe crisis of British capitalism means that
-of key izportance. As Lenin toeght
leaderehip carnot be maparated from the

Since 1%t was launchad juask over & Fear

inlte place in the politicel spectrum.

£
the gueation of revolutionsary lesdership 1

INTERNATIONAL can intervene in worker and student strugglee by promoting revol-
uticnary politics and offering a way out of the impasse of social demooTady and
ptaliniam, With your help we can not only
tops Flease zend & domation (ne matter

reagh our obhjsoiive tut go over the
large or amell) to INTERNATIONAL 8,
Toynbee 5t., London E.l. [Sake ohegues,

, paysble to INTERNATIORAL.

T am gure that comrades Doughty and Butirick will
agres that thisisa principle (and not justa case
af erude thinkingor ultre-leftiem) and this ie pre-
aipely the pointl attespied %o make inmy ertiole;
because the only waywe can expoae Powell's flgures
on inmigration is to work cut the number of lmmi-
grants entering the country and take it awsy [rom
Powell'a figure (and if this la not "wulgar and
preraimplified®, I don't know what iz). But the
enly way of working out these “correct” patimates
ig to base 1t on the number of immigrante allowed
ints the country and tids nmumber by the immdigrat-
ion snta, to which we are all ot terly oppooaed.

By there is an "iatrinais" danger in using atat-
istics irn *his way since it would sppear that we
gre aocepting the atatua guo of cur capltelist
posicty, inztead of puttims forwers our awn idan=
logy. #4nd this f8 o princip.a = not & factic. It
is the principle that we do-nol recognisze that a
papitaliat atatée h=s any right to restrict the
nmovement 9 Any peTaoti.
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WOEEERS FOWER VERSUS "IN PLACE CF STRIFE"

T™he PFebrusry 27th and May lst strikes showed the
strength of the British working clasa. Althoush
she mumber of workers invalved wes small - 100,000
amd 200.000 (@ocording to the BCONOMIST and other
bourgeais sources, whiah s>uld not axaggerate) -
4 has 4o bs remempored that this was achieved
with wvirtually no official union support at all.
Seamlon and co., of oourse, faced both ways -
sppoaing the strike at the AEU Naticnal Committes
but supportingit behind the scenee via ENGINEERING
VOICE., Other ™laft" 4rade union lesders behaved
the wsame way: osupporting the May let strike at
tha Bheffield workera control conference but at
best doing nothing to implement the resclution

pasged at that confarence.

tmly the OCommunist Party and smsll Marxlat
groups gave genseral suppert to the strike. The
danger of the high speciflic weight of the [prmer
has been demonstrated by the dropping of the ori-
sinally projected June S5th etrika.

yingupon trade union buresusrats
leading the .'rnl.h.t.lr- peingt  the Government's

entl -working classs policies has been shown in 0o
meoertain manner in recent weeks, The TUC propo-
gals - which, in essence, only opposa the penal
slauses of "In Place of Strife" - amount o an
affer by Britain'd trade union bosses that they
ghould police the militants, inatesd of the Govew

The denger of r

FOR WORKERS’ POWER

rnment. The fact that the "left" trade union
leaders - to a man - have also lined up behind
this soheme ie an important leeson for us all.

¥hat is commo= to the Government, the trade union
buresacrats I:l&f‘t T‘ui right), the Commmiet Perty
and other miscellanecus lafts is that all fesr
ghove all the growth of & mess working clzass
pavement out of their centrol.

The February #7th anl Hay lat strikes showed that
guch @ mass renk and fils working olass =avement
is & preality. The progression of the oane-day
gtrikes =nd the militanoy of the strikers showed
thet the process would despen and broaden. Almost
gertainly the June Sth strike would have  been
bigger - perhaps much bigger - than May 1st.

It is necessary now to start bthe patient job of
constructing & movement with real influsnce 3n
fostories, pita, garages, ete., WHICH IS COMFLE-
TELY INDEFENDENT of the trede union bureaucrata
Facent experience has smply demomstrated that it
mugt be independsnt also of the leadership cof the
Sommuniat Party.

0f prime importince in waging this struggle will
be the fight for trade wnion Zemocracy. The bur-
eauerats will sattexpt to  counter independent
sativity by expulsion and progeriptions = we
maet =eke 1t olear thet we will not sbarnden the
wiicna ko thes.

STUDENT POWER AGAIN

The mass medis in Britaln ha= not devoted =o such
gpece 1o the world-wide 51.-_1:1-5-11' revolt 1n reoent
months., However, it would be s big mistaxe %o
think 1% i3 in decline, On the centrary, in the
past fev wedlks & seriea ©of countries has sesn
feeper atruggles: in Argentina the biggeat genersl
gtriks for a decads is sparked off, Ivory Coaatla
undvereity ia closs=d, all over Letin America etud-
entz spearhasd dE:ﬂrﬂtratimH aguinat Hockafeller,
Holland ehaken by the sit-In st smsterdam,; ato.;
@t

We ahould never forget the .casons of Franoei
there amall wvanguard groupa set into motdion &
stident gtriggle whichk iIm +furn stizulsated the
bigeeet genersl sirike in French kistory, Our
fellow-thinkers in france, because of their role
in the student struggle, bocause of the sttentiom
they gove to the need to struggle fora Leninist
organisation, =nd their strength of ldeas, have
moved From being = t:.'j.:-icﬂ-_'l. Moronpueole™ fi.'i th the
typlecal "groupussle's" social composition) to s
2,000 ‘atrong national orgunisation (30% of whoae
memebra are induﬂtri-ﬁl aM“u:rv'rs_.:I.

In EBEritain the student struggle iz only in ita
initial stage ns yets. 850 far it ha= been mainly
a casa of the nllitants geeldng ways of expediting
the process of radicalization. However, our attls-
ude towards the student meowvemont and ita  potentdal
ia based upon a sociological analysis. There are
profound trends which create the comditlons which
fawvour the rise of ziudent militanoy and MASS

STTDERT ACTION .

But there are signe of s new phencmencn in the
student fiesld. In severzsl towns recently students
from teachers training eolleges demenstrated be-
pades  of their ‘poor job prospectes. These wers
not atudent militents anxicus for a confromtation
- they were crdinary students who regard tesching
ama wnaation and who had been led to believe thst
thelr future wes sasured.

The EOOEOMIST of Mey 3lst noted thet "the huge
expangion in colleges of educaticn has meant that
an  axtra 1%,000 teachers above the mumber needed
to raplage those retlring ace new awzilable esach
YEAT s s

Parallel progedges will taks place in the teckho-
logical colleges, hardest hit of a1l by the Gove
ernmentls outs, The arts colleges dare already
beginming to fersent: 4l1 of this i raflected
in the change in the policies of the Weticnal
Tnion of Students (that is not %0 have any 1illus-
iong in that corporske badiy).

Thup it im reascosble %o sspuze that we sre-dus
for our student revolt toop ite form may very, 1%
may baa littla longer coming BUT the processes of
nec=-capitalism grind ongy only o worders revolut-
jorr will Tordng them to a hslt, Revelutdlonardies
maat be prepared to iIntervens in the student
etruggle to give ii & thorough=golns acalaliset or-
ientation and to zmake eure that 1t materially as-
sigta the construction of = revolutlonary vensaard
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Productivity deals

a socialist strategy,

by John Peters

ECONOMIO CONTEXT

Sinae 1045 Britain has been in & peried of long-
term  relative esoconomic decline, Degpite +the
expansion of capitalism on a sosle the
tackwardness of British capitalism has given rise
tn @ series of oorrency -orises end o slowar rate
n in any other industrial capitalist
pountry. Any ‘down. turm in world teade, even-n
alowing down in the mate of gxpansion, would
brutally erpose all the accumilated weaknesses af
Britdish capitaliam,

of wromth the

But Britein is not the "sick man" in an otherwise
healthy world economy. Rather, the ariais is
internationnl - essentially s reflection of the
pontradiction between the productive forcee and
the privete ownsrship of the meana of production
in eoonomically outmoded nationsl states - as
refleoted in the ‘devaluation of the pound, the
two-tier gold pricing end the round of devaluat-
jons threatened feof the near future. Britain is
the ocountry—Where the contradictions are eapec-
ially exfosed and developed. Thus it 1 that we
never  reash the corner which the Wilpom Govern=
ment keep wanting to turmn.

Indeed, the cutbacks by the UT.S. admindstration
point towards the laying of the ground for a full
anale +trade war, a war in which the British cap-
italists will have their bamcke to the wall. I%
ia 4n this situation that the monopolists hawve
deoided +that the trade unions must be inatitute
{onaliged and integrated into ithe statey the
trade wnion leaders through promises of rpartied-
pation” in management, and seats on such bodies os
tha ©.I.H., nnd the renk and [ile undar threat
of finsncial snd penal penslties,

only hslf the problem. ™In
Plane of Strife"™ halts, or hopes to halt, the
fight by the rank and file for better pay and
ponditions. There fs another side tc the problem
- how %o inoreass productivity and lower cost per
anit of production to compete with ferelgn comp-

This ‘is, howsever,

etitors. Thia 4a the rels of the Department of
Employment and Productivity sand the Prices and
Incomes Doard, who say that productivity deals

are the only way of getiing pay increases.

Thus the smployers, hiding behind the Lsbour Gow-
ernment, launched & netionsl attack om the work-
ing class. In every oajor industry the men were
fased with & produstivity package; from MNeasured
Day Work in the car und enginesring industriss,
Devlin on the dooks, to (ne Kan Cperated buses in
ublie transport and pit closures unlimited for

J'h the miners

The aitra prosd-
explofitationg it

But productivity deals are real.
potivity comea out of extra

means worse conditions for the men who work ite
Ta +the par workdr it —esns rubbing down the oara

A

#111 <hers's np skin left on his fingers, to the
doaker it means the destruction of a way of life
known since he waa s lad, for the busman 1t meana
phyaical aspaulte and beatings up from a public
unabls to etand the frustration of & "publiog"
tranaport syetem, for the miner 1t mesns unempl-

oymeny and & zombie llke existence in = villaze
sondemmed o death. Froductivity deals mean, to
ths worker, the dobamement of fhe whole guality

of hig life.

Byt the British worldng clese is the best organ=
{ged 4im  the world. How then do the employers
manage to foree these cute in working conditicons
jpont them? The answer liea, of courBe, in the
lesdership of the trade union movement, Bailt in
the bonansa days when the mere threal of = strike
win olaims, it is completely unable to cope with
s eitustion where every wage cleim becomse a
ptruggle between the Government and the workéng
ClRESE

In psruicular, it is thoss who, geamingly, etand
on the 1laft, that play the most diabolicsl role
in - selling productivity to the men. Tmderstond-
ing,. as they do, the crucisl role of produntivity
tut having no polisy of bresking with the paplt-
alist system they are forced to trade on thalr
history of militanay %o persuade men 0 aooept
package deals,

All ‘the lessons to be learnt concerning product-
ivity desls and the rols of fthe "MNafts" and
others is superbly illustrated by the recent
negotiatione leading up to  the signdng of the
lztegt productivity deal for Londen buszam.

BACKOROTND TO THE DEAL

Ta fully understand the deal, andi =see 1t in
perapective, 1% is necessary to give = brief run
down of the recent history of London Trensport,

In the early yemrs
hebits of the public

after the war the changing

{ growing number of cars,
talevision, etc.) meant that fewer pecple were
travelling by bus. The London Transport Board
replied by cutting services "to bring them into
line with public demand" - alweys with the sssur-

anoces that auch cuts were in the interests of
nefficiency", "productivity" and "econcmy". In
fact, every jyear since nationalimatien fewer

pesgengera have been carried in fewer buses by a
smaller staff.

Superficially, the argument that if fewar peaple
travel, then fewer buses are neaded to carry them
is loglcal. However, the complete fallsey of
this argument soon becomes obvicusi the vast oL =
ority of passengers travel one mile or leas, thus
when the time betwsen buses exceeds 10 minutes 1t
is no longer a queaticn of “have we time to walk
or shall we take 3 bus®™ but rather ‘one of "have
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reflex astion is to incremse farea,
decline in revemne, amd further cuts
= "o bring them into lipe with pub-

[

tusation is exacerbated. Between 1946
pervices were slashad to the extent of
drivers and conductors - 40% of the

plaftTfors staff.

jLp EFeR
%

:

per anmmm to & deficit of £10 million last year.

en londen®s bupes, elimineting virtoally half the
work force and drastically changing bus design

|
;

nationalised indostry there can be little
doobt that this Plan was part and par—
ecal of the Wleon Covermment's mational drive for
*sroductivity™ through modernisation and the FIB.
Begarding public transport a three-pronged attack
was to be made. Firstly, the regroupment of all
trumsport (bus, rail, ferries, etc.) into Public
Transport Authorities (PTds), under the nontrol
of local suthorities - who would run theh in the
interests of "efficiency® and "elimimation of
-t.#i-

Secondly, financial inducememta to the employera
- & 2* gront towards the cost of OMD buses of

approved design, a T5% grant for such projects
as the development of "ne—man®™ busea,

And thirdly, the use of Covermnment legislation.
Bot only on a general level - the wage freeze,
5.EY., etc. - but also specific kills such as
limiting the drivers' day to 9% hours (with the
gtaff shortage what it is the PPs ‘would be for-
ced to "mske the besat plasible use of employees®,
i.e., imtrodnce (HD).

Buf in this mational context London toamen could
sasume crocial @ isportence. The largest sin-
gle group of busmen in the commtry (33,000), any
gettloment with them codld sef the tone for all
congequant desls up and down the couniry. Thus
it was essontial for any deal with them to be
within the terms of the Govermment's policies,

TEE ROLE OF THE TNION AND THE "LEFTS™

Bowever, gmince the end of the war the statoa of
the bos worker in Londom . has been decliming.
Todsy, London busrmen earp lees (in resl terms)
than he did in 1938, snd in many waye hisa comdd -
iona sare worsel Bot in immediste terms, prica

, wait for a bus, or shall we walk?” ‘rises, increased rents, eic., proved a spur for

the Central BPos Conferemce to call for thelr
union (the Transport and Genersl Workers Uniom)
to live up to ita verbal opposition to *he FIB
and uress for a straightforesrd £1 on the basdo.

Here London ODuosmen were in a position of unigoe
strength. The Board needed to introduce the Flan
in a hurry, so that it comld be completed before
London Transport was handed over to the Groater
London Council (to be the coumtry's first PTA).
T™ms, all the men had to do was to sit 1ight,
refuse to accept the Flan umniil their demanda
wore mat = and no nesd to lose momey through
strike sction!?

Thos by early 1967 the scene was set. On the one
hand the Board - to escape its social and econ-
wmic impasss - was pushing the Covernment spen-
ored Beshaping Flan. On the other, the mm,
from a ponition of strength, were challenging -he
GCovermment's

It wes in this mtoation - a potentisal hesd-an
clash betwcen a militaont section of workers, wita
a history of struggle, and the Government - tha:
the umion leaders, both official and unofficisl,
played their ecrocial role.

Separately, the DBoard and the onion pushed two
tactica to divert the men from open confromtation
and chanmel their fight into paths acceptable to
Barbara Castle and the LTB. The chairean of the
London Bosmen's FNegotiating Cosmittes was J.¥W.
(Bi11) Jomes. In that capscity he represented
the interests of all busmen in negotistions with
the ITB. BEill Jomes is &alsc & member of the
Gemaral Erecutive Cownecil of the TOWD, Vice-
Pregident of the TOWD, a member of Flnance and
Ceneral- Porposes Committes, omd on the General
Comncil of the TOC. He is widely asccepted by
prass snd public a5 a lesding sdvocate and expon-
ent of the union's declared policy of opposition
t0 the Government's sage freeze and interference
‘in trade wnion affairs.

How far was this policy expressed by Bill Jonea
on behalf of London busment On lat May, 1967,
The Central Bos Cosxititee considered the advisab-
1lity of tabling a wage claim, The afficial
mimutes of the meeting state; "The chairman (Bill
Jones)...apoke of the difficulties of making a
atraightforeard wage tion at this moment
of time amd he believed that the only way to
overcome this problem would be to put forward a
FRODUCTIVITY. SCHEME that would prove ACCEPTARLE
|70 LONDON TRANSPORT AND WITHIN THE TESMS OF THE
COVERNMENT™S FHESENT WAGE POLICY™.

And what wes the role of the trmditiesnal "lefts"
throughout - the nDegotintions - the TONT would
fight to the death againat the Government's pol-
icy of wage fresze = provided that London bosman
restrict - their claims within the terms of the
covernment’s policy = of WACE FEEEZE]D

Thia them was the firset prong of the undon's
canpaign to channel the bussen's fight inte heow-
leas paths ~ tp push for the £ as PART OF A PRO-
IHECTIVITY IEAL,
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"‘he He:nnﬂ prong’ ‘was ' to: frighten the fmon iate
accepting &  “rompromize #aal withithe ! Board by
stregiing  that " the Fight' would-be sgainat the:
Governmeht,  and at'The fsme' timsé stresding the
monstary ga.iﬁa"‘ which would asorae” from produst-
ivity. This was done primerily through the col=
umnd P gf the journdl ‘BUS-STOP; whigh'Bill 'Jones
edi ted. ; Lz

once’ produstivity, as 4 'meansef inoredaing tha o |

basic rate, was ‘accépted IN FRINCIPLE, then the:
Board was ‘=sble to" tie together the two separats
demands - their own for the Planlend’ the' ments

for £l - under the ‘éne goneral keadifg nf a 'nru:r-i-.

iotivity package.

As far as productivity proposals’ fof erew operata-

gd bised were copcerned the!Board pu¥ forward nioed

proposals st alll " They Teft'that %o theWegotias
ting CommittesF 411 the propodala which have led:

to euts’ in'working comiticnn” mbre pu‘l‘ fﬂ"wa:rd b0t

the unlon sidal

By Saptember, 1967, the Negotiating COommittee hadosd

cooked up a hash which they thought would prove
palatable’ to The men,” and a Al wailfnt %6 cAhe
branches. Tui ™ of 100 branches, ’ 04T thraw=itooutiel
HSut were the Beégotisting Commditss’ dowmhEarted?
- not on your life., They dedided, to-press ahead,
oompletely dgnoring the - brgnchestUre festdanof
the deal. By March, 1988, the Committes had
prepared ‘o FehEsh=of their: formed progozele whichs
- thay hoped = would prove ascepinblestol the memio:

bership,  For e of0s © betusi: andtoanother-10/-F o

bonus to @ o the'basic’ in Obtober ahd: 208 Tor
all  OMO "drivers-'the men' were:dtos " roomogde: &n
freedom  to procede’ with cthe' Rébhaping. Plan, cuté
in runming Fime and: S

Howaver, PUI'-I:\I'JJLI nbw weHpone ' hed bests ﬂ.&-::.ed g = THhe]
their armoury. - Alibrey Jonse PIR report o thes

pay and conddtfonsoof bushenpublished dn Decam-—rl i

bar, 1967, stated that 10/~ Wés sufficient for
introducing OMO. - The dimect interventibn of
Marash (then Minister of Transpors); and later:
Castle, who claimed that the two 10/« bonases
were TO0 MUCH for the produstdsrity”itamsioffered]

Union. officiale could pow. . talk pbout the "q’.‘nw_', -

shilli Lngs saparating the 1:':'i'|::- gideg" - a8, th,u-

the discussions had nothing to do with the ;l;!-n':.—
itiona the men ware asked to concede. The ]J.EE"E'\.d.ﬂ'
ationg Had =now been going on for aver & vgg._,

ind  the men were Lfed up with weiting, many wETS .

now volcing the opinien t.l-ut.nrri'-;l.ec.*smn 'l'fl.'El

better than the endleass unoartal ity :

At this grucisel paychologicsl =zomsnt, .Ia...k anes

[Seoretury  olect, Trensport and GenE:ﬁl ‘I-:urge'"s ','..

Unfon) and Alan Thompson [TOWD Naticnal ?asa

SBeoretary) wmet the chairman of the LTE in P

aegalon. A8 = Tesult of this mesting a "new
formila was affersd to the Negotlating Commd ttee.
Instesd of the 20% all OMO men womld get & pey-
ment - of Ed. 10. per week, but all bomuses wonld

be: Loak, 3 B further produntivity item wes
added = or RS g Llige, &l1l new drivers
would hawe a willd Lo gerve oz both deivers
and cond: I 1= e

Bahind the muga carrci of £4. 10, was hidden a
deal which in Tact put the O men worae off than

o tarbing na;seeng&ra 'Bll eyt

the-Board!e (dffer.of 20% plus bonusea! for gyem-
plegs the-cdviver .of.a 73 (PREBENIBT, ﬂ{apa.&i'@gﬁm "
busd rwonld -mowt he_lE.,-"-: wmarge QIf than undar the, .
propogsis of - the previpus -monthl  The Hag:cf;d,a:l;irgl ,
Gommi ttee accepted thess new propomals by 5 votes
tio -':, the cheirman's wvote carrying the da;r.

Byt tha _-Jul;r,-than ﬂm deal. wes. mg=in put te '{'hé
memn; - saffieient.  brapshes: had been worn down by
threste, ssjoling and presmises of "hig mnne-;r"' .i‘qr
the deal to be accepiad by 56 voitss to .-15. ;

LESS0NS . POR ELGLEJ.._‘EE .
Nowy uffer. the implementation of the deal, itis
poasible fo detsdl what its rgsults heve baaag f';:r'
busmen,: wnd: what lessons cen be learnt by r:al.n:ul—r"_
utionaries who might.be faced by a similiar aitu.

atdon in otlrer industrise. o

hs Eoom as -the Board began to izplement: the: dded,
the “diitd "in riewing tibal eto., indlwidual-gere
ageg all over the fleet atruick until the sched-
ulas w‘a'lrm withdrawn on g more ssceptable baziles
The ataff" Yenlised that schedules are the: lifes
blond “of “ Hhe induatry,” snd that they wera going
ta" ‘ba Hled %o ‘death bperating them, The mave
militent" sambers ‘scredémed for the blood of the
f‘:'ae:l::-t-ia'.ii'mg” Comsittes and those represantatives
wie: “had Ysupported the deal, the more passive
wallked about with & dejected alr, and mmdreds
more "vobed with their feet™ by walking right off
the-Jjob,

Thé eptrategy revolutionary sceisliets moet follow
when  FPaged with such s desl, must te determined
by theéirultimmte aim of bullding a reveluticnary
Marrist lesdership within the trade wnian meve-
zénty Their tactice will be detsrmined by the
mast effestive way of doing this, besring in ~ind
theirfaxtreme nuzerical weakness and zresent pol-
iticEldaglation 1n the trads umions.

Fenerel leggons to be learnt from the perticulasr
cige of Lemdon busmen's produstivity deal asre:
that in condemning eny produstivity deal we must
net be alrald of apperant isolaticn - especially
¥hare the reditiofal Mlefts" and leaders ire
supporting it and only iodividual militants are
in oipositicn. We muat have the cocurege H0 be
unpopitlgry to call a sell-cut & sell-out, to tell
the tmen:~Myou-are being conned", "you are being
betrayed®. We must explain on every suitsble
occasion how the deal ie tied up with Govarrment
pelicles. A oSongistent fight, in allisnce with
other forges with whom we dre in-agresment,
during the lead up 4o the desl will attract the
m Lichanks toouss

Whether "tha beat elements will be capable of
gulding the particulsr aectien of the woriing
clags ¢ & wvictory dependes upen zeny factora
waich: will wary from pestion to secticn within
tae working olass - combativity, level of general
congciousnesa, ete. Even if the deal goes through
tie most conacicua elements will ssy: "we wape
warned by these psople, they are worth listening
to." Ewan  though we cennot hops, in the short
tarm, +t0 eatablish centrol of the organisstions,
theze w1l be 1it4le. deubt that we will have
gateblished poliilsel hegerony.
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A “Degree of Expectation”

by Julian Atkinson

In "It's the degree that counts" Jo 0'Brien has
produced a very readable and stimulating article.
I have no quarrel with her argument that as well
a5 tChe major contradiction between capital and
labour there exist other contradictions which re=
Flect the primary source only in a distorted man—
mer. They can exist within the working class; as
does the exploitation of women and blacks, and
are neglected by Marxists at their peril, I do,
however, disagres fTundamentally with her thesis
that raciaslisation is directly proportional +to
exploitation, This runs throughout the article:
"The British proletariat suffered far greater
physical hardship in the nineteenth centure than
it does today. In consequence the reaction to
ecxploitation was both more militant and more con-
gistent" ... and ... "Degrees of exploitation are
like nerve endings - where they are raw the reac-
tion to unfavourable conditions is instantanecus?
An equation has been constructed: exploitation =
radicalisation, double exploitation = double rad-
icalisation,

There are at least three meanings given to ex-
ploitation, by the left. Marx related it to the
amount of surplus wvalue extracted from a sector
of workers. The sense in which Jo 0'Brien uses
it employs the concept of "greater physical hard-
ship". A further definition regards it as, in
part, & subjective phenomenon that relates to the
degree of alienation. Definitions one and three
do not most accurately apply to those in group
Lwo, and seem to most obviously apply to the "al=
fluent” working class and the newly proletaria-
nised layers of skilled technicians and white—
collar workers. In this reply I will use the
term exploitation in the sense that Jo O'Brien
uses the term,

Professor Walt Rostow, the "anti-communist histo-
rian", strongly argued that exploitation meant
radicalisation. He constructed what he termed an
"index of social tension" for the period from
1782 to 1850, He found that the trough of a
slump was associated with maximem unrest. For
this period of history the evidence is not as
conclugive as Rostow has claimed. Many aspects
of working-class political education suffered
during slump times as Thomas Cooper's "Life"
shows .

After 1850, Hobsbawm has suggested that the arri-
val of the world-wide cyclical crisis may be
responsible, the pattern changes. Working-class
activity now occurs less at the trough of the
slump and more at the upswing of the cycle. Both
the 1BB7=80 and the 1909-12 upswings in Britain
were marked by explosions in trade-union member—
ghip and activity. This pattern was less clear
cut on  the Continent, where the old depression
pattern, especially in Belglum and Italy, lasted
into the early 20th Century.

In Britain during this century slumps have been
periods of political reaction. The militant Shop

Stewards and Workers Committee Movement flou—
rished during the full employment of the first
World War, The interwar slump weakened the work—
ing-class movement and installed a momumental
Tory majority in Parliament. It was not until
the second World War brought back full employment
that the shop stewards movement revived. Today
it is not the beleaguered NIM but ASTMS and DATA
that exhibit militancy.

The degree of exploitation argument presents rev-
clutioharies with a problem as to which sector
will Torm the vanguard of the struggle. Im  the
absence of a slump; the protagoniats of this the—
ory might be forced to “"sit out" a whole period
until there is sulfTicient misery and deprivation
to generate activity again. Alternately, they
might, recognising that the working—class  is
played outy, look for new progressive forces, This
iz the road that Marcuse has taken. "..the masses
are integrated and marshalled within the Crame-
work of a democratic pluralism. Outside, or
rather bensath, this democracy, there are whole
sectors who are not integrated into it, who per-
haps never will be: racial minorities;, the perm-
anent 1y unemployed, the poor. They are the living
negation of the system." Why have the workers
been downgraded Crom their historiecal role? They
are affluent and insufficiently exploited. "Why
should the overthrow of the existing order be a
vital necessity for people who own, or can hope
to own, good clothes, a well stocked larder, a TV
g€t, a car, a house and 30 on, all within the
ordert"

In thisz last passage, aspects of the arpuments
seam like a Tory diatribe against cars on council
estates, Marcuse is absolutely incorrect to dis-
mizs the revolutionary potential of the workers.
It is wvery likely that "non-integrated" sectors
such as blacks, students or women might weaken
the structure ol capitalist power, but it is only
the working-class (regardless of its "afflIuence")
that ocan replace capitalism, Mandel comments
decisively on the affluencefapathy syndrome:
"Those who were blinded by the rige in stendard
of living during the last 15 wyears did not under—
stand that 1t iz precisely in periods when the
productive forces are increasing (periods of
accelerated "economic growth") that the proleta-
riat acquires new needs, and that the gap betwesn
their needs and the avallable purchazing power
grows wider," Az the workers' standard of living
and level of culture rises, so the hierarchical
inequalities of capitalism and the intensified

alienation of the consumer society become intol-
erable to the workers., Deprivation motivation is
gtill a goad to revwlution, bDut we will disarm
purselves in dealing with the problems of neccap-.
itelism il we see 1t as the only goad. It Scems
more useful to assemble & model in which the
major causation of radicelisation is the degree

of expectation. When workers are afluent they
are also confident. Their gaina, which they have

Tought for, they cone to sccept as normal. Even
small cuts in this standard will provoke very
jdharp reactions. We need to refine our analysis
|of the roots of revifotion in this pericd. We
will pay a hard price if we fail to do so. -



by Richard
Wood

Aain Krivine was one of the lewiers of thea JUH
(Jeunesse Communiste Revolutionnaire - Hewolut-
jonary Commnist Touth), cne of the most import-
ent groupa in the leadership of the youwth during
the May events, and which was bammed by de Gaulle
last Jime. Membere of the former JCR and of the
Internaticnelist Communist Party, which was also
banned, formed the oore of what became the new
Commorist League 1n April of this Fewr.

Erivine was arrested last July and charged with
recongtitnting the JCR. However, the Government
never brought kis to trial, but released him on
parcle and drafted him inte the army, where he ia
8 private.

On May 25 I was sble to speak with Alain Erivine
and opther leaders of the Communist League =
Charles Micheloux, Buberi Krivime, Dandel Banssaid
and Henri Websr = during a breask in the hectic
sampaign sohedule the mezbera and leaders of the
leggue are (ollowing. Righty majer mestings heve
been scheduled throoghout the country for Erivine
and other legders of tha Leagee in the ghort cam-
paign period, snd meny more smaller meetings arTe
poing run by locsl units of the Iesgue durinmg the
pourge of tha caspaign., The ILespue has been
given the use of two planes by sympathiears to
transport  leosghe epokessmen to all of these meel-

ings and sappearsnces (there are tco many for
Krivime to pppear &t &ll af 'th:‘-m:l. The newapapeT
potGE . (red), which reflects: the views of the
oommuniet ILesgue, has moved [rom e blweskly %o .a
weekly publicaticn schedule snd 1ts press run hes
Jumped from 30,000 to - 50,000,

Thoge  meetings whizh hawe alresdy bean Beld nave
bepan very successful. For exempls, on HMay 21 the
great hall of the Mutuslite in Farls was packed
with over 5,000 people to héar Erivine snd other
leaders of the Leagoe,. Canpaion mestings hsva
besn held st Henault and other factories. In
gome provincisl towns, attendance ab mestings of
the Iesgue hes been higher than for meetings of

An interview with

ALAIN KRIVINE

WHY FRENCH TROTSKYISTS ENTERED
PRESIDENTIAL RACE

the Frensh Communizt Party. In Beuen and Mont-
pellier, there were 1,200 and 1,500 peopla resp-
eotively ot Lesgus meetinga.

In dispussging +tha electlon oampaign with mey
leaders of the Lesgus strepsed that they are using
the lessons of the May, 1968, events o meke
their sooialist programme more concreto.

For exampla,” Krivine said, "teke the idea of
workers powem, There sre & series of exsmples we
are Tecslling %o people through the esmpaign,
whare the strikes of laat May developed from e
"passive® to an "actlve" stage, where workere
gpooupying plante began to exercise limited power.
In asome plases strike comsdttees begen” to Sake
ever aoaial functioms, like the distribution of
food, neing trucks and other equipment in  the
factariea the workers had sefged control ofs

"However, these ambryos  of workers power ware
decentralised, loosl; .spread over the country.
The powsr, of the capitalists remained centralised
in the government and etate apparatus — thair
power waa very sush weakened, but it remaineid
centreliged, And; although the capitsiiat coase
wee sharply divided (one of the indicetdions that
the asitoaticn in Xay, 1968, was truly s revelub-
lonary one), it wasz saved slmoet in spite of it-
aelf by the Gaullist cligue, with the kelp of the
Comminizt Party. The CF dld everyihing it could
to divide the strildng workers, limit the strike
movemant o non-pelitical demands and fins=lly to
digperas 1t.

"W do not say that the great genaral styike of
Nay and June could have ismediately led %o & #oo-
iglist revolution. We do say that we could heve
pmaghed Gaullisz through aff insurrectional strike
whick would hove shed very little blocd. While
we would hswe still hed a bouwrgecis- government
with sometne like Mendes-Franmoe or Mitterand, the
working olaas wonld hasve grown in ponfidence and
pean the powsr of extra-parlismentary msss’ sction
by the workers themselwes. The atriks dammittesn
would have pontinued to develop. And this sould
hawe Ted to.a struggle for socimliem, & Btrugele
by the workers to teke state pewar.

"Tt'E true we are no laggar ih the sltuation we
were  in May-Nme, 1968, and the question of tak-
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ing power is not am Immediats one. But this attempted to begin to counter this policy by
dopEn*t meen 'that we should just ait around wait- igsuing a atrike bulletin with information om all
ing for the "big evening” as the snarchists say, ~the strikes.) In the cempaign, we are projecting
when thers will bBe smother revolutiocmary situat- demands *whick will help wunite the workers and
jon like May. 1968, but we have to prepars now. direot their struggle againat the ocapitalist gov-

erament and capitalist class ma a whole."
"We ere not only using the campsign %o explain

the potentisl of the 1968 events, but also to To fight unemployment, the CL is raising the de-
project demsnds and forms of struggle which will @snd for an immediate return o & 40-hour work
reach workers at their present lewel of under- week with no reducticn in pay; & sliding EGH-:_LE_EF
standing and at the same time raise their consc-  hours. On working conditicns, they are raising
jousness and bring them towsrd revolutionary | the conceptas of workers cemtrol over the inten-

sonolusions., gity and speead of work, eto.

"For example, we peint to what has happened to "In addition teo popularising these demands, we
the galng won in the Msy-June strike. As s result ars using the election cazpaign to publicise local
of the strike, there was an aversge rlse in wmgee potioma where workers have won through strugele
of 17 per cent., oo0me workers having won even ' game  control cover the speed of assenbly lines,

pore: Thera s many other gains resulting from over the smount of time they have fer lunch break,

the gtriks, including promises about the reduort- atc.
ion af the work wesk.
"In roising these demands," the League spolesmsn
"Whare dosa the esitustion stand todsy? Price told me, "we tie them in with the need for a fun-
rigea have taken sway st least thres-quartsrs of damental transformation of society, for a mocial-
the wage gains the workers won in May. The leng- it revelution, The central focus of our campaign,
th of ths work week has increassd. Oapitalist against the concept of a peaceful and electoral
raticnalisation and incressed capitslist compet~ sransitlon fo socfelism put forwerd Et‘l" the CF, ia
itiem resulting in the shutting down cof amaller to explain that it 1s not possible for the work-
unoampeiitive planta Savie Fodilted-Th riging un- ing 2lasa to take power without a revolution.
paployment and & whole lager of amall cepitslista
belng forced back into the proletarist. [nempl-
gyment is hittine the youngest and the oldest
workere ths hardest.

e cannot make s sociallst revolution by electing
Batter peaple to ataff the peataof the capltaliat
government - in that semase Krivine is not running
~ior preslident at all, We're usling our campilon
‘o explain the necesslty of completely transform-

mppa  tactic of the wovernment and the bosses is ing the exiating acclety, breaking up the old
to divide the workers, snd the Q0T (General Con- papitalist atate and replacing 4% with a workers
federation of Labkour = the CP-dominmted wnion atate,”

pentre) plays along with them. (For example,

last winter there was an suto strikes in Benanlt Cma of tha gquestions Krivine snd the other Commin-
in Paris, in Le Mens snd in other towns - the OGT izt Lesgue cazpaigmerTs have asked of them time
kept all these atrike strugeles separated snd and again iz whether the CL advocates violence.
{polated instssd of uniting thes, and &8 & result

they were lost. Our militents in these factorlies We &8re sgainat viplence," Exivine sexplaina, "and

PARIS RALLY. Mass meeting during revolationaryevents caplialist groups, was banned by De Gaulle. Many of

of last May. Meating was organized by the Revolutionary  those associated with the JCR helped lsunch mmﬂ

Communist Youth (JCR), which, along with other anti- mmﬂac:um“m League, French section of the Fou
Internatio .
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want +to build a socialist society and sccialist
world free of viglenmce. Vislenee is inherent in
capitalist scclety - not only in its police amnd
army, and not only expressed in the horror of war,
tut algy there is the daily, continual violence
done to individuals in the exploitation of man
by man. We want to eliminate the source of this
violences: papl talism.

"Bt we warn the workers that the cepitalist class
itself haa shsolutely mo seruples against using
violenoe to maintain diteelf in powsr, If will
nevar allow sooimlism +to be "voted in', IL 1%
feala ita power threstened, it will use ita army
anfl polies, or if those fail, fascist gangs to
defend ite power and privileges. And sguinst that
violamee the workers heve not only the right but
the duty tc prepare to defend themselves against
eapitalist violénce, and we are using thiz comp-
aign to help to explain this to the workers.

nTttg worth recalling & statéement made by Trotsky
an this subject: "It is as stwurd to attack ball-
ot boxes with machine guns as it is to defend
yourself sgainst machine guns with ballot boxes. "

incther gueation often asked of OL campalgnera is
iust what nd of soclaliam they sdvocate.

"§either the "socialism' of Wilson or Husal," they
explain,’ "Hesl socialism has nothing to do with
reforming caplfalism, making it run better, which
ig what the s8oocisl demcorate advocate. It ds
{impossible to do what the 'laft' social demoorat
ssndidete, Roooard advooates, that is, to trans-
form the organs of the capltalist stete, like the
capitalist parTiament into organs of warkara pow-
6T, Helther are we for ths btureaucratio syetem
found in the deformed workers siates like tha
M99R. We advocate the nationalisation of all
major industry, banking and commerce, and the
spsration of the economy under a ratiomal plan
demoorationlly decided by orgsns of workers
COWET .

"Here again we use the sxamples of the Mey upsurge
to show how strike committees and sction committ-
sse oould become the embryses of a new form of
state power, based on demooratically eleoted
workers councils. The oowncils on & local or
factory leval would elect higher councile, and so
gn up to &8 ocentral coumcil which weuld be the
highest organ of atate power in the workera state
We =lso favour, in additicn, to ouch a democrstie
structure, other messures to coubat bureausracy,
such a8 the right of immediate tecall of any off=-
iainl, no weges of any official to be higher than
those af a akkilled worker; etc. Buch a demeccratie
workers etate would be tramsitionsl 1o A tTuly
pocisliat form of society where social classes
and the state 1teelf would graduslly d4lsappear.”

In sddition to sush points the Comminlst lezgus
ia using the csmpsdan to explain why the French
peopla should seoliderise with the struggles of
the Vietnamese agoinst T.5. imperislist ageress-

ion (the OF candidste only supports the Paris
talks), KErivine is eslso the emly candidate who
pupports  tha  Palestina liberatlon atruggle.
(Letters threstening Hrivine's 1ife have been

aent by both Zionists who asclse Bis of betraying
Judafism and by fasciste who acguge him of being

10

naturse of thess

‘Bandét waa the

part of the "internstionsl Jewlsh conspiracy.")

Krivine is also explaining the Commmiat League's
oppositian to the Eoviet-led invasion of Gzecho=
glovekia, and his support to such commind st disa=
iderts ga Muron aend Modzelewski in Foland, who
sall for workers demcoracy in thelr countrles.

The Communizt Lesgue has sclidsriped with revol-
utisnary groups in the French cclonies, which
have urged woters in the coloniea to boyeoit the
glections, on +the grounds that theaa anlomles
ehould be free of French rule and therefore should

not partioipate in the French electiona.

¥rivine has also demanded en end fo restricticns
an  damoeratia vTights - specifically the lifting
af the bens imposed by de Gaulls on varicus reve-
luticnary greups after the Msy swenis; the raturn
of scholarships teken from =any datudenta for
their activities in Mayj the reversal of the ex-
pulaions end banning from Franoe of studsnt lead-
er Daniel Cohn-Bendit, Ernesat Mandel, s lesder of
the Fourth International, Joseph Hesnsen, oditor
of INTEROONTINENTAL FRESS, and others.

The responss to the Krivine campaigm among uni-
versity students has been generally favoursble,
innluding most groups who bave political disagree—
ments with the Commumist League. There iz a zin-
ority of "spontaneists,” however, whocoriticlee
the Ieagus for ruming s candidate because they
fael this helps promote illusions in the bourgecls
alectoral] DrDCesE.

"Fe did not create thé illusions in the bourgeole
electoral process which, unfortunstely, the wast
majority of PFrench people still have," Krivine
abserves. "9inza these 1lluaicns do exlat, how-
ever,” the meas of people regard the elsctlons
gerigualy. To abstain from thex would mean to
allow the reformiats, who do reinforce illusicns
in ‘the @legtions  &nd dncapiteiism, to go un=-
challenged. We enter the electiona, and take
gdvantage of such demooratlo rights whish are
part of the electoral process [thege rights them=-
selves wers wrested by the pecpla in past struge-
lea with the raling powers) ta expose the zhan
electlons, One of our peaters,
huwndrads of thouserds of whick hewve Been put up
all over France, declarea: 'Ageinat the electorsl
farce, for she upsurge of class struggle'™.

I4 1e also sald that the Comminlet Leseue is att-
empting to monopolise the lagaoy of the M=y up-
gurge. The Leagus spokesmen told ma, "it ls tros
that ‘in Mey, the predecessgora of the Locemuriat
Leagus were cne tendency emong many. Killiona
of workers participated and dozens of groupsd. {me
af the key differences between us and slmoat all
of ths other groups was our inpistence upon the
nead %0 biild a demccratically centralised combat
party to lepd the struggle of the warkers for
gtate power through te victory.

*imeing the Mey uprising itsell, during the uplurn
in 4he ‘stroggle, it was mdsratandeble that many
pecple whould agree with the spontaneiita. Cohn-
best of them. But the nsed for
gerigus oTgsnisation began to be felt ag saon B3
tha actuzl power of the capitelist state begin g
be felt, especially when t-}]: reprefgion began.

e
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Thgge s no guestion that t in the final etrugkle
"ElﬂLt 1 "pmtla., party w111 Be decboalry for WMot
fory. We are in the progess df dins unv:,ﬂJ“.F r_mq'ﬁ \
8 party.

ik HRilE e were just one (e thbigh” an" Important
ong), group . in Msy smong My,  #e nave been thet-
cng to consolidate organias atlcnally the ='IPE-I'1E11"E
af idu"+ putting the=e lessong into “the comtext of
the zrich . theoretical lesabtns 'df tther’strugeley®
which are 5 part of the Marxzlegt propradife, and 1n
that sense w2 afe the legltigdte contindstors of
Ei;g"_.“

Tl asked - the Loague representatives: to make momo
wommanta of the: other candideteds

"WEll; " they 'anid,; "Pompidou iz presenting himselfl
as the fman ol order!' =snd keeps pointidgito the
Tdangers of May.! He Ela;ré he is for "éon¥lnul sy

with an -opening,?’ which means essentidlly the
sontinantion of Gaullist policies agd theiGeulilst
Fifth ‘Republdie’withoot some of the idisémideasies
of 4" Gadlls. Poher; who says he is Tor ‘am opening
in the-continuity,? is an absolute medioarlity. He
ig Tiaking for sapport among. the middle layers of
the bouffeoibie, #ho havd sefe grudges againsiade
Gaulle,; =lthHoughitheswould™rule in the interezte
of the big bourgecisisd Bt as Pompldou would, only
he would betwealter thnn® Pempddou.

Al though "Poker tryingsto gt the soepert of

the middle "Bbourgecks Ieyer, ‘he dgesdR Feally
know exactly what to say t¢ them. So he isbiryine

R EE LI
b L1TtLle

a8 posaibls, for svery tims he

(T4e judt the

L0 Say

& miu sk he ldass wotes.

wants +to min eapltalism more rationslly, and
aadd . for bmttﬂrﬁu&u, sWanta, o kngw tl‘qalt-ﬂuﬂh
about pricea, eto., and is pro-Waeshingtun. AWV HBGE
UThel Sefodgedialylivpbareatols Hochardyowbaacalip i
hivEelf theoodomibes - of Tsodinddemn. «In Bagt Juin: g
geitral | thesd da reformist, sdalldme forythegmadme -
T Y Rrgeforgation of thecoapttaliet atate, Hromias
the i1inside, without destféring dt. iHe-wandedio a4

mite both the revolutionary and ths reformist
Firrreitsl TR srealidity BeY £ egucezedis bt
Menden=Franaa” ‘and © Exivine. Hoioays bhethwlhal fw o
twa  rTegtetad tHEEE his goedifriend: MendéssFpatize yn

s supportlig DefTeérre)” and“that flhinsKedwiaesssid
wha Wee™ 80" good in Mey, has gosd Thavk® oo Prévdlopmh:
{am, whith Is an 'old-Fashioned “Shele®y." 7e lsogul

 #ldl ¥s

LA

"Doring the campsien, PRoccard felsely accused
Trotolyisn with being sgainet idiePendsdttridls
miioma, He cited a position *‘teken by *Friofhls 1o
during the ecivil war 4in Ridsis iR 9010 Tl
gave 1us the opportunity to'explsin’ ot viéew tHugo!d
under = worker=aT state, the trdiy lniHak tt""l,ﬂﬂ“ i
not be mers 'trensmission belte™ Tob"4fddrs o7
the workers,  but independent :}r-;unJJu.LiL:-n.J c..-E'*'
ending the intéredts of the warkerw,

W

"The OF has pot up an old Stelinigt h,rﬁ. .]'.9.-:-:‘.:95
Du..l.:-ﬁ. He' ip -r--aerh't_ng himaglf == the.o d'—
ate
raformiagt p"n:-'rr-a:a =

FRiRk

da. 3 mesult .of the uampa_.gu, 't:e.-a.:L:iE,a “eﬁch*qﬁ
millicnz of woxzers with tha -m:-m:m...at Leagu,q 3,
Zavel ULJ.DI'_F_'I.":-. gocialist programms, Aed .,-Dm_,'ttea.a

46

:-)#I,,T:JI ta Tt el The mdee of the worlEreddon't sre growing rapidly. Red Cozmittese are springlag, .
:_dl;m Al E LS AN B SRR RS (et iobs Jve 1p: in tfvma '.'.'.".EI.'E-. there are no cembers |:|£" t:la
gpehl,;- the mdrd Supasrt o' feceive.) ' URBgLIS . R Eriving pointa . auf that Lim,
R . .I.tu.: uFJL.; r.'ftullla_.-:l ?r.'lm:- can say bad._-g_:an_g;_:.:i Fha-l;,%L._.:__
"Thare are two socisl democrsts rumning, a left gy e ““'”"‘t"}’lun that his objective has
ane and a right one. The right-wing one ia been schisved, 1 arfl
Defferre, who has ths support of Mendes-Frence.Ha iy - bna
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9" WORLD CONGRESS OF THEi‘i‘

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

During the week of Easter 1969, a total of 98 de-
legates, fraternal delegates and observers from 30
countries attended the Ninth¥orld Congreas of the
Fourth International (the third Congress since re-
unification of the world Trotskyist movement).The
high point of the Congress was the affiliation to
the Fourth International of the Communist League
of France,nmumerically the stirongest section whigh
has joined the International since its Foundation.
The Congress itself reflected the progress made by
the revolutionary Marxist organisations during
the recent pericd, as a result of the worldwide
upsurge of the new youith vanguard and of the new
rise of world revolution which hams become manifest
since the beginning of 1964.

The Thesis on the

New Hise of World Revolution
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presented to the World Congress lu-mari;ai’ ‘the
turn whiech has occurred in the u-nrl-ﬂ hituatian in
1868 in ®ix main points:

LIl ':;' E
1. The imperialist counter offensive launched
American imperialiswm follewing the victory I:rf the
Cuban revolution, after having scored lnpartant
temporary successes in Brazil, in Indonesia, End;
in &4 number of African cunntriaa1 haa heen ;:a-
pulsed by the heroig Vietnamese people who took
the military initiative with the Tet uffamuva, af,

1068 .

2% The victorious resistance
people coincided with 5 general
economic  growth of the imperislist counteles;
which has exacertated the aocial contradictions
and intensified the class struggle inmost of tHew!

N

1 LR
af the Vietndmese
decline of Ckhég



3. May 1968 in France began a mew revolutiomary
apsurge in Europe.

%. The successful defence of the Vieinamess Rev-
slution and the rebirth of revolutionary strug-
gles in many imperialist couatries has given the
colonial revolutien the possibility of overcoming
the obstacles in its path.

%. Simultanecusly with tone Vietnamese Revolutionm
wwith the revolutionary crisis in France,the ripen-
ing of conditions for political ravolution im tha
bureaucratically degenerated workers states hasal-
ready led to mass mobilisations in Czechoslovakia
and Yugoslavia and political revelution is knock-
at the door of the USSR itself.

6. The appearance of a new Yyouth vanguard on a
world scale, largely free from the control of the
traditional mass organisations, favours the solu-
tion of the ecsntral task of our epoch: the crea-
tion of a new revolutionary leadership for the
world proletariat.

the Congress dJdiscussions were centred around an
gvaluation of thesea key developmenta and around
the elaboration of & strategis and tactical lines
which will enable the movement to utiliae the
existing favourable econditions for a further
expansion of the Fourth International. The con-
clusion reached through these discussiona was
that the revolutlonary Marxist organisations them-
golves are making a major turm, and in a serles
of countries have already been able to take poli-
tical mags initiatives and launch effective mass
actions, especially on the level of the vanguard.

The main documents adopted by the Congress will be
printed in many languages. They were:

- The Theais on The New Rise of World Revelution
and the report of Comrade Germain who presented
them, approved virtually unanimously.

- A resolution on the perspectives of the Latin-
American revolution, presented by & report by Com-
rade Roca, approved by a two-to-one majority.

- A resolution on the ""Cultural revelution" in
China, and the report of Comrade Livio Maitan pre—
senting it to the Congress, approved by a mjority
of over three-to-one.

= A resolution orientating the work of the Inter-
national in the coming period toward radicalising
youth, and opening a discussion of the problema
posed by this orientation with a decument present-
ed by Comrade Albert.

The Ninth World Eongress also adopted the activi-
ty report by the outgoing United Secretariat,
presented by Comrade Germain, the report on the
financial situation of the International,; as well
ag resolutions dealing with specific questions of
the movement in Argentina, Ceylon, Germany and
Great Britain, In Britain, where previously there
wag no official section,; the Congresa recognised
the International Marxist Group as the British seec-
tion of the Fourth International . The Congras
decided to refer to the next sesaion of the hter-
national Executive Committee the discussion of a
draft resnlution on the tactics of revoluotionary

Marxists in Westers Europe, as well as a draftre-
solution on the balance sheet of the Algerian Re-
volotion.

The Ninth World Congress of the 4th International
elected as honorary chairmem revelutiomists who
are suffering repression on behalf of imperialisw
or the Stalimist bureancracy, ag the resnlt of
their  wmctivities in the service of world social-
lem. The homorary chairmen included comrades
Huge Blanco amd Creus in priscm im Peru; comrades
Daniel Camejo amd Carles Sevilla, im prisem im
Mexleo;g the Greek Trotskyist victims of the ter-
ror unleased by the military dictatorship iam their
country; the Spanish Trotskyists im France's juils;
comrades Eurom amd Modzelewsky, in prisem im Pel-
and; Neville Alexander and his comrades impriscoed
on Bobben Island im South Africa; amd the opposmi-
tional Soviet communists arrested for protesting
against the occupation of the Csschomlewvak Soéial-
ist Republie by the armies under the command of
the Eremlin's buresascracy; and the two Lrgeodihe
comrades gravely wounded during a strike of eil
workers in their comntry. The Congreas likewise
honoured the memory of all the cadres of tlisworld
Trotskyist movement who died since the Bth World
Congress,among them cosrades Rose Karamer and Bes
Hansen from the United States,comrade Mallikarjum
Rao from Indiaj; the leading comrades of the Partai
Acoma, killed by the fascist dictatorship in Im-
donesia, and comrade Ernesto Che Guevara, the sym-
bol of a mew generation of revolutionistisall ever
the world.

The World Congress ended with the slection ofanew
International Executive Committee compoesed of 37
members and 9 alternates,as well as of an Interna-
tional Comtrol ion composed of 5 sembera.

LSE: Growth
without direction?
by Vinay Chand!

The last year has brought a great deal of growth
on the left at the Londom School of Economica,
yet, if anything, the preseat situation is wery
depressing. In March 1968 there were very few
militants at the L.S.E. who were in favoeur of am
emphasis upon radical activity at the College
with a view towards building of a Etadeats Revolt.
By October, there were very few who did mot want
to do precisely that. The period March - October
1968 is wvery important in any amalysis of the
gitnation at the L.5.E. to-day; for within that
pericd there emerged mot only the Revolutionary
Boelalist Stodents Federatiom, but also centra-
dictions which have contributed to the present
debacle at the L.5.E.

In February 1968 a group of 13 students frem and
aronnd the L.5.E. wemt to Berlia te attesnd the
Yietnam Congress and the demenstratiom that fol?-
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owed it. Student - militancy in Germany had
attracted the attention of some militanta at the
L.5.E. but hardly any ideological approval. Some

felt developments in the 5.0.5. to be adventur-
igtic and totally isclated from the sort of act-
ivity which groups like the International Social -
igm group advocated in order to forge links and
gtruggle with the working eclasa. Indeed this
separated these comrades from purely student
Betivists” in the Hadical Students Alliance who
were concerned with gaining power within the str-
ucture of the National Union of Students in order
to further the causea of student representation
and political debate. The trip to Berlin, it i=s
important to remember, was organised by the N.L.F
Society more than by the Secialist Society at LSL

The group that went to Berlisa went with many
regervations about the 5.D.5. but upon iis retarn
gome within it were impressed with the necessity
of working with stedents. The wide gap which
existed with these and the hard core of the Sec-
ialist Society was clearly evident when a group
from the 5.D.5. in derlin attended the March 17th
Demonstration in London. Yery few commomn per-
apectives existed between the 5.D0.5. comrades and
the I.5. group at the L.5.E.. Doth were to adapt
their positions in the following menths although
many in both claim tha* only the environment al-
tered.

The May events in Paris were Lo provide the cat=
alyst. The agitation following the attempted
aseissination of Rudi Dutschke had already empha-
gigsed the feeling of isolation of the student
vanguard in relation to the working class in Ger-
many « In Parig it became obvious that gtudents
could act as a detonator, but also the vital im=-
portance of the link with the working class. In
London it reinforced the hands of those ecom-
rades in the Socialist Society in general and
within I.5. in particular, who wanted to work
more actively with students. There followed a
réjection of the arguments being advanced by a
minority group who still questioned the role of
gtudents. Out of this debate emerged the Revolu-
tionary Socialist Students Federation. But the
reservations of the minority group were to induce
a hesitancy in the majority which constituted the
vanguard. True, all wmilitants had been prepared
to take up issues like the appointment of Dector
¥Walter Adams, to radicalise within Universities,
but there was now a vital emphasis at stake.

From GOCctober
rapidly in size

1968 the Socialist So clety zrew
and this included a large number
of new students. The L.S5.E. algo now has a sub-
stantial number of students who identify with
gome of the mapirations of the Socialist Society.
It was they who stood firmat the Meeting at
Friends House during the c¢losure of the [L.5.E.
and they who voted inm a Socialiast Bociety major-
ity on the Union Couneil. But there was a sad
lagking of any political education within the
increased base. True 1.5, was now joined by
other tentative formations in competition for the
allegiance of militanta, but none of the other
tendencies waa formalised or strong encugh to
provide an alternative leaderghip. More recently
there have been one or two tentative nuclei emer-
ging, the two major onea being ¥obin Blackburn's
Red Bases theory, and the Ultra-Left Group. But,
in & way, evenis were to overtake and undercut

o

these developments.

I'ie adminigiration collided with the militants &t
firet and then dellberately set about an attack
on the Left at the L.5.E.. When the erunch came,
the militants had failed to politically educate
the L.S.E. studenta esufficiently to withstand
guch an attack, and found themzelves a large bui
isolaled and frustrated minority. Those who
midvociated action even if taken by the University
alone, and those who advocated the building of
Hed Bases now looked entirely unrealiastic.

The examinations leom ahead, and although some of
the militant wminority would like to question and
act against them, the students as a whole do not
feel convinced epough to jeopardise their tickets
on the gravy train. Even militants, in the past,
have often hibernated for weekSor months in order
to engure a good degree. Can we hlame the
majority, who have only identified with the left
on an emotional basis without adequate attempis
to reinforee this with analysis, for deserting us
now in face of the chopper? VWe have provided no
alternative, perhaps because we have not thought
encugh in concrete terms, and we find ourselvea
unsure whether we have one.

With the Ford strike and agitation egainat Govern-
ment legislation ag.inst workers rights, many con-
rades have now atarted to question activityim the
univerasities and wany of the eriticisms which had
been advanced by the minority group are being ad-
vanced again. Howoever, a return to February 1068
is impossible. The leasons of Xay cannot be awept
aside.

‘he great tragedy is that even out of the com-
radeg who have been active within the Socialiat
Bociety, many have not got the sort of analysis
which they need to survive a8 militants when Lhey
leave the L.5.E.. The general desire for an ide-
olegical battle at L.5.E. does tend to try to
undo many of these omiasions. d&lso, many recruits
for the Ford picket line, the Sgquattera, the
Poster Workshop, and political groupa have been
made . However, the gains made compare unfavour-
ably with the possibilities avallable. These are
likely to grow even more rapidly next year-

When two comrades from the 8.0.5. came to this
country a few weeks ago, they found a great deal
of common perspective with militants here. Ho
longer is the attitoude to get up on a platform
and announge the country you came {rom,; the lessons
you have learnt which you think the audience ahculd
consider. We all have a more open and internation-
alist attitude, and look for leasons which can be
learnt from the experience in Paris, Londom, Fra=-

Student power

The -gheer viciousness of the ]
est New Left book "Gtudent Power"® from the resp-
actable reviews columna sheuld please the editors
almost as much as the large sales they have ach-
ieved. It demonatrates that they are on target
when they receive the accolade of soeh a torrent
of bourgeois spite and malice. This- book is,
however, being taken seriously by the student re-
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volutionaries as well as reactionary academica. A
sessure of this seriousnesa will be the extent Lo
which the book is rigerously and critically anal-
ysed in the continuing debate about the future of
the student movement.
Any collection of essays ig bound to be uneven;
this book is no exception and includes in uneasy
prox 'mity the perceptive with the mediocre. Even
the |siter acticles scmetimes have a discentinu-
sus {.avour and occasicnally become preciocus The
big wirds and the pitter-patter of dropping names
are 4 stractions from the central purpose of the
book, ms i8 the superfluous inclusionof such in-
exact and unhelpful concepts as "the spectacle”
and the McLuhanite electronic village.

Mone of these criticisms detract from the sut-
standing merit of the major gssays.5teadnan-Jones
has attempted to construct a comprehensive eaxpla-
pat'on of "why the student revolt” and has ske-
tch d in a suggested strategy for the militants.
nat! Anderson and Blackbirn have done mach to de-
strcy the deference that students might hald to-
wards official ideaclogy and its paid apologists.
Carl Davidson has contributed an exceptionally use-
ful piece on campus tactioe; & genuine hand-book
of rebellion.

I'he book fails to adegquately answer the tactical
and strategic problems in front of the student
left. This flowa in part from the failure of the
slitors to evolve a consistent political line.
“here ima tendency to retreat, at crucial areas
of the argument, inte a non-gelled eclectie icomn=
aography in which Gramsci, Althusser, Trotsky anid
Hag are conjured forth. A geriocus appreciation
of just where the movement 18, where it has to go
and how it will gpet there is lacking. It i aig-

nificant that it is an American, Carl Davidsony
whose articlewill be of the most immediate use to”
the British militant.

The avolidance of seriously angwering these guea=
tions can only be explained by the fact that the
book has been filleted of a necessary and central
concept; the fornation of & revelutionary van-
guard. It is t' is that knits together the die-
parate aspects of ihe student revolt and enables
them to be seen ,ithin the comcept of & total
gtrategy againat copitalism.

The student radicalisatien im Britaim is still in
its initial phas:s. It is weak organisationally,
and uneven in developwent. In congeguence it
elther makes ¢rncessions to ppontaneity theories
or puts off attempting to form the basis fora re-

volutionary vanguard.to a distant future. The
student "detonator" initiated the explosion in
France. The May Ivents alao showed that the

struggle could net be completed in the absence of
a2 revolutionary party. The detonator effect might
be & product of conjunctural foreceas. If this
were the case, then the real significance of the
student revolt would be that it constitutes &
training ground for & new generation of revolution-
ary cadres. The only sectors whe could then in=
tervene meaningfully would be those who wish to
build the revolutionary party. The abaence of an
awareness of this key problem detracts frem the
long-term usefulness of this volume, but it re-
mains gtill the best book on the student movesent
ag vet published im Britain.

by Peter Milner

* Published by Fenguin Price 7/-.

Discussion on Ireland

by Murray Smith

I should like to take up some of the points ral-
sed by Brian Dunlop's letter (May International)

and to elaborate some of the points In my orig-
inal article.

First or all, on the question of support for the
demand of a united Ireland, rather than 38 united
goolalist Ireland. This point was aimed at so0c-
imlists in Britain, and was based on our duty Lo
gupport the right of the Irish people to gelf-
determination, regardless of whether or not this
produced a =socialist Ireland. Tt is perfeclly
appropriate, of course for Irish socialists to
demand 4 socialist Ireland, and to  determine
their relationship to those (Irish) who simply
right for a united Ireland. As regards self-
determination, I think there can be very little
doubt that self—determinatiom for the Irish pe
ople as a whole would result in a united country.
True enough the majority in the North are against
this at present - but the present crisis in Uls-
ter ultimately stems from the fact that Northern
Ireland is an artificial creatiom, imposed in
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1521 to sult the interests of British Imperialism
amd the Morthern Irish capitalist class. Its very
existPnce 1is dependent and always has been, on
the systenmatic oppression, politically, econ -
omically and socially, of one-third of the popul-
ation - on keeping them as second class citizens.
On the question of the loss of support by the
Nationalist Party at the recent election, (whichI
welcome), I think this was in spite of its posil-
ion on the border, and because of ita pusillan-
imity on the Civil Rights issue by comparison
with Peoples Democracy or even Hume and <order,

I think, however, that having made clear thelr
position on the question of uniTication of Ire-
land, socialists should not emphasise Lhis aspect

at the moment, but should seek to emphasise those

aspects which separate them from the Nartherm
Matiomalists {and the two southern bourgeocis par-
ties). That is, they should concentrate on widen
ing the programme of the Civil Rights movenent to
include socialist demands on jobs, housing etc.
In spite of their opposition to partition, the
Nationalist in the North have never been able to
become more than a Catholic party because they
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are not in any way opposed to capitalism. Only a
socislist programme Tor the Civil Rights movement
will be able to win to it the Protestant workens
-~ which, as comrade Dunlop points out, i3 wvery
important. It is quite wrong, however, tomoder-
ate the very justified demands of the Catholics,
or to duck the guestion of the border, in.order
to sppeal to the Protestant workers, The Protest=-
ant working class in Ulster has a record of coll-
phorstion in the oppression of Cathalicswhich
mu fghes that of white workers in America Ain
relstion to the black peoples I think the compar—
isomn I made between the Ulster Protestants and
the "poor whites" of the U.S.A. was very apt. But
when 1 made this comparison I didn't intend to
creite the impression that the Protestants don't
guffer from bad housing, unemployment, etc. They
most certainly do (even though, in general, not
a5 badly as the Catholics.] This is why they can
be mobilised around socialist demands. The polnt
is that by assisting in the oppression of Cathol-
ics, they maintain the split in the working class
which only helps the capitalizts to exploit both
Catholics and Protestants, The task of socialists
is Lo extend the struggle to the Protestant work-
&rs without damping down in any way the struggle
of the Catholic workers. The only Catholic=-Prot—
estant unlty possible is 8 unity based on a
common struggle against Orange capitalism, as it
oppresses and exploits both. Unity is not poss=
ible on the basis of concessions to the present
unconsciousness of the Protestant workers — which

only reflects their present adherence to the
Unionist Party.
Finally, on the question of whether a united

capitalist Ireland would be a step forward. 1
think if a wnited Ireland could be achieved even
ufider capitaliam it would be a step forward. It
should have been achieved Tilty years ago, and if

it had been then the working class of Ireland
wiuld have been much better able to build g soe-
ialist movement, Instead, f[for fifty years - the
main issue in Irish politics has been the border.
Omn the basis of this wuncompleted task of the
bourgeois revolution, Fianng Fail and Fine Gael
have retained much support based on nationalist
feeling, while in the North the issue of the bord
=er has kept the working class divided bebween
Protestant and Catholic, Unitnist and Nationalist
However, I think the real point iz that today
there is no prospect of g united Ireland being
achieved under capitalism. The only way that Ire—
land could be wunited would be by a bitter
gtruggle against the reactionary Orange capital-
ist class in the 8ix Counties and against the
Paisleyites, ©Only the working class of the Six
Counties, organised around a soclalist programme,
could defeat Orange capitalism (and, incidentally
destroy Paisley's base of support among Protest-
ant workers). Faced with such a prospect, there
is little doubt on which side would be found the
British Govermnment, the Northerm Netiomalists,
and the Southern Bourgeiosie. Thus today, Che
national struggle in Ireland is inextricahly
linked to the socialist revolution. The unity of
Ireland will be achieved on the basis of the
common Struggle against capitalism of the Irish
working class and its allies on both sides of the
border, Such a struggle would have to be bassd
not simply (or even principally) on the demand
for unity, but on a revolutiomary anticapitalist
programme around which eould be built an all Tre=
land movenernt. It iz the elaboratiom of such @
programue  and the building of such 3 movement
which will enable the Irish working class both to
complete the Irish bourgeois revolution and begin
Lo carry out a socialist revelution = that iz, to
carry through the Permanent Revolution in Ireland

Interview with Mexican
student leader

(Editorial mote: very little news has appeared in
the British press - even the left-wing - about
the terrible massacre of Mexican students, whieh
ogeurred in Oetober of last year.)

{One of International's correspondents was fort-
unate to get the following interview with one of
the leaders of the Mexican students at an inter-
national conference).

(For reasons of security the identity of this stu-
dent has to remain undisclosed).

QUESTION: Could you describe briefly the events
which led up to the massacre of October 2nd last
year?

ANSWER: The first obvioup sign that the Govern-
when large numbers of
both workera and gstudents

ment wee edgy came in July'.
the leading cadres of

were arrested, of course, without explanation.
In response to this move, the students in Mexieo
City especially, butalso in other universitytownas,
began to agitate for the release of the detained.
The unrest in the oniversity had to be quelled and
in September the army occupied the area { Mexico
University). About 1,000 leaders of the Stud-
enta' National Council were arrested.

During the second half of September 4 or § peace-
ful demonstrations were held - againat the ocecup-
ation of the university and against the arrests.
Another desonstration was held en October 2Znd.
The difference from the others was only in the
outcome: GO0 people killed and over 3,000 polit-
ical cadres arreated.

Q-.: What was the effect of the events of October
Znd on the movement in Mexico?




At 0f course, the first reaction was one of
harror. Everyone was shocked and very angry. It
had the effect of clarifying issues,consclidating
the opinions of the sudents, who had been polit-
ically educated by the previous four months of con-
frontation; and another obvions result was lull im
activity.

Q.: Why?

i.: Let me go back again to July. After the mass
arrests of July 26th, the Students’ National Coun-
cil was replaced by & National Strike Body- By
October 2nd, most of the leaders of the NEB  had
béen arrested, killed or had gone imio hiding This
left the students with a leadership made vp from
politically less-experienced cadres. The leader-
ship which had beenlost was experienced, respect-
ed by studentz ana workers, and had started to
make very close contacts with worker militamts -
their replacements were less experienced, often
from very small marxist organisations with little
expecionce of leading a movement which demanded a
complete abzence of factiomal ism. Aleso many of
the new leadership were CP-trained in the waya of
"greaniging the grand defeat™. (Ia October, VCICE
OF HEXICO, the CP paper, was calling for an snd to
the studenis strike).

7d.: What has happened since October 2nd?

A.: Beeause of the Olympics, October was an off-

icial holiday for the umiversity. After the games.

the army occupation ended and it was reopened off-
icially at the end of November. HNobody returned.
The Government them threatened the CP leadership
and said that if studentz did not return to the
university, the military would be sent back.
Throughout the strike period regular student ass-
embliss had been held, and now the leaders went
into the assemblies and urged the astudents to end
the strike and go back to school.

This confused many students as they did not as yet
pnderstand the nature of the changein the leader-
ship, which was now adding its voiee to thatofthe
Government and wniversity administration. The
sirike ended.

B.: Wasn't this new leadership in danger of being
isolated?

A.: Yes, But it became conseious of this, so when
there were aigns that the students were still mil-
itant they orpanised a demonstration. Uver
10,000 were to march from the university to the
Polytechnic across Mexico City, but the army was
called out in force and it encircled the univers-
ity. Again there were many arrests but most were
released after 2 or 3 days.

J.: What about this term?

A.: BSioce the university reopened in Januarythere
have been more arrests. The pelice mre atill
looking for the leaders and spend a lot of time
inveatigating students. Feople disappear for a
conple of days and it turme out that they hawebeen
with the police.

In the university there. has been an
adminstrative change -

important
not important im

itgelf

.

but an indication of what is happening. The
Bocial Relations Department has a new supervisor
- @4 General, a former Director of a prisonm. The
Government is still wery jumpy. There was a pro-
test in April in the Polytechmnic over the condi-
tions of a Labaratory- Within minutes the army
had occupied the building and did not leave  for
four hoors.

Within the student organisations, the most import-
ant deovelopment hag been the establishment of new
co-ordinating committee to replace the N5C: the
Nationel Struggles Committee. This committee co-
ordinstea activities and organigations from all
establishwents of further educatiom and at the
moment is engaged in a large programme of politi-
cal sdocation and discussion of theory.

¥We are now assesaing the effects of the last 10
months and the role that we as students should
play im futurs developments.

Q. Did the students see the social implications
of their struggle?

A.: May be not at first, but by October there was
no doubt.

0.: Is it conasciously anti-capitalist?

i, Yen. And, of course; the more experienced
cadres, work consciously to sducate and form more
cohesive groups of students. Some are interested
in the formation of brigades, which will prepare
them for futare action. There are alao attempts
again to link the student struggle with the work-
ers" atruggle.

Q.: What of the Fideliszta tendency?

A.: There are, of cowrse, many studenta who belong
ito this tendency, believing that the answer iB
querilla  warfare. We do not know how advanced
their plans are - but they are planning, marybe
for the next confrontation. For most of us,
espocially after last October, the idea of pgoer-
illa warfare ia in our hands bot it is not on the
immediate agpenda.

Qe: Angd what of your programme for the fwiure?

A.: Our main tagk ia to contiope to politicise aml
erganige the gtvdents. The problems that we face
are large but not insurmountable. We have to work
put how we should protect curselves againet the re-
pression] how we can overcome the strength of the
Government. We are forging linka with .the workers

- and this ia rooted in the past 10 wontha; .the
workers have told us that the experience of the
stodents has been invaluable to them - any illu-

glong that they might have had abont the Govern-
ment have been removed.

(N.B.Verycomprehengive material about the student
struggle in Mexico appeared in isauves of the INTER-
CONTINENTAL PRESS of October, November, and Dec-
ember of last year; these can be obtained for
2/~ each from Ploneer Book Service).
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