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these quotations and <sj?gtaa8nts,'not after the event,but Before
the events as dates and original letters will provo we should now re-
turn to Cannon's "History ana. see how he handles this phase of the de-
velopment* ••

"Our organizational prbpesals}which we submitted to the American Wor»~
kers party in our .third' meeting -went a l§©g way to facilitate unifica-
tion,, We always believed, that the program decides everything. HP» 179)
Program dedideS ever> ^ g-jyes this is. correbt'jbut the majority were
arguing verbally that "we"' may be'forced t'p unite"1 bven without a Marx-
ian Program, Since the loft wing-forced th-ls through Cannon speaks as
though it was always &>o?liko the rock.of Mbralter* But anyone who can
liquidate into the Socialist -Party,a-s G&nnon and others did,into a pas*
ty with:1 a non-Marxian program,v3ho issued.no material or literature of
their own,and on thus oontrary,.who dis'tributed the Sbcialist press and
voted for the Socialist Party candidate,Norman Thomas-can unite' with a
Marxian program* If it is theoretically correct to liquidate an inde-
pendent PARTY (The WORKERS PARTY) as Cannon did into the- Socialist Par-
ty., then it is theoretically .pormissable to unite with another group,
WITHOUT -A MriRXlAN .PROGRAM. . . . . _ : . . - •

Cannon said,"The project of fusion with the Mustites was the same
thing in different form,but ..the Oehlerites ciidnH recognize it-precise-
ly because the form was different,. They forgave us the fusion with
Muste,but with great. iTepidat ion, fear and proph^'es of bad things to
copie-of mixing with strange'people»(P» 18?) Such tripe* We were always
for fusion jbut only after nine .'months of psaSnding thera into line and
getting a Marxian MIKLvilEd:program. We were for uni-tyCbut-'Bustle did;
not-.know) but we ;knew ,of -the French turn and the plan's- o'f • Gannon and
Schactman and wi ; wanted, to build an independent-party. Hot'build-to la-
ter liquidate into the SP- - as was the outcome* 0ur fear and prophes-
ies cameitrue in.the negative—the smashing of the promising Workers
Party and its liquidation into the SP by Gannon and Company. What Can-
non and Shactroan lost in thi.s-..maneever in-expulsions,-spllts,walk outs
end going home and theory,-, is1 much more in time- and: manpower than was
gained in the SP—and now in 'the idea of a LABOR PARTT-* • Muste alone
was \^orth more than many dozen Gannon'-now has-* Cannon^Shactman,helped
drive Muste to his present position. • :- •

' Iviustej.like the old school of IWW and socialists at the turn of the
cent\^yj.-had personal integrity and his words were as'good as gold. Not
so with Cannon and Schactman. This turned Muste sour* I agree v?ith idus-
ta on this point,a man8s word must be "as good as gold"*,

' • i

I have already pointed- out., that- the le:£t..'?wing t¥l--4,to obtain a mini-
mum Marxian program. Now I will glvig you .'morê  I remember -clearly as
though it wa-s yesterday "when Max brought .back the draft he and Muste
had worked out. I read it 'over and then-talked to- comrade's of our own
cauous. It-was sickening* We had agreed that we would only unite if it.
was. a Marxian program;but this was below ite Our fact-ion-'started what
the' majority c:Qnsiderd a bitter fight and' correctly s'ol» After a knock-
down and d̂ 3.g;,.out fight (Cannon cqming in 6n the ts-i'l end'of it^return-
ing from Paris)we won our points and got our amendments across* Hut'
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the lef t? wing,' and, e'8Spocialiy,rO|li^Q)?|>'v)ere never forgiven for4 this, I
now quote in full the' document-t^we-'' sent '-out on this phase of the st'rug-
glo. It is long, but vital from-'.a political point of view. I 'am not in-
cluding the T.30HMICLJLi ^jjiNlJi^HTS t© this document. The fact that the
last drafttv^nc-ludod our point's -and we/^oted for it is suffieric with-
out burden ing ;:ftou with more than -tihrisi long document. Here itt -i*s-:

.. ' * - ' • "

DRAFT PRQGRAkiATIC DECLARATION FOR THE NEW PARTY*
October*

i . ' ' ' • > • • '- • ' > - ' : • • • •-
The draft programmatic declaraiidn for the .'new party ihr.tlhas been ..'. '

presented b$r the joint committee of -the Communist League , of lAmeritfa - :
and the .aiaeridnn .Workers* Party is ^subject to -further modification be-
tween now and the unification 'conv^ni'.io'n. The d'ocuttent must first pass
thrti. the national commit teethe. meiaborship and finally the contention •'
'Of .eac& ..•organization. In this time -the document will be modified*
Bui in which direction. depends on the -.pressure exerted b'^ the centrists
arid the Marxist, element*/ The organisation whieli is able to exert the
greater pressure; wilL. modify the da,cJLar?.tion in 'occordanco with its
tendency. . .-,.<• .. :• •:•.• : . '

i - , i ; • • , , > . ; .
.At the -.first |jo.int committee meeting that considered the document

a VERBAL agreement wo.s reached on a minimum Marxian prograiama'tic dec-
laration. i,iusta and Schcvctman were appointed a subcommittee to put it
in writing. After a 'week, of. Intense w;.ork by the subcommittee and sever-
al .corrections by ou-r M-j2.C- tho' writt/.en -draft .was finaily brought up to
what i-t is now- The written -dr+af-t -is liiSSS than tho verbal agreement,
The, Craft .is. considered by commdes Sh,acfer.n .and^Swo.beck to be a satis-
faptc.ry -.basis on, which -to unj'ite;, *ib,-or-n moved, in 'the N.C. that it be
corrected df possible, while tOebler .c'onsidGrs. the presentt Sraft an ina&~
equat'e. b^sis for. unity. Between the. positions . of Shactraan. and Swabeck
on the one. hand, and the position of; Abern.,on the other^ther^-a's only
a -diff or:Qnce pf, Degree » MThe.. posit ion of, :-Oehler differs radically- .from
both' th.Q position, bf.-;j3v»,abeeio..(xnd,.-&hr,ctman and the- position of Abertu •

...The present, draft must, -be. improved, must .be made at least a minimum
ilo.r-xian -.pro^rammat i.e. declaration. As it stands njow: it is below a raini«
mum and can- be.- successfully at;tac-ked -on some^o^: its formulations of the
fundamental- conc.e.p.ts of uafrxisiJfby thre -Stalinists andthe Social Dema-
c rats, -to, say nqthi.ng of tjie .other groups -in the country and in the in-
ternational working class movement.. Unification with the AlP must take
place on the basis of a minimum. Marxian progrr.r.1 to give arll Marxists
in the new party regardless of: where they come from a correct luarxist
base .tp- $e|end iuarxisn- not only against centrist, or reformist tenden-
cies in the -new party, but also against the. Stalinists and the Social-
ists* , ' ' . • • • / . .• . '

The Draft presents ;ssdn;a of the aost "ftrn'dcxientiar 'concepts of uarxisn
thru the nodiuu of cent^-lst fprxiulp.t ip^^afid, methjads^ jQn the one hand,
the document contains f/ormulations tMaf enable both eon trists bjid Marx
ists to read in their formulas'* In other words fthese are- centrist form
ulations. On the ot-Jaar -hand the document contains two' formulas on the
same point, a centrist' formula and a formula that pan pass -f or the idnrx
ian-- formula. In other worts the draft Is so constructed on some- points;
that,, both centrists and Marxists can hang, up toeir'hats on the* same- •-
peg-, expound their different doctrines^andfeel at" home under- Ike same •
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progrcimaatic- root. In short the programmatic declaration is a centrist
document and if it is .-accepted as it stands, and as the -N.G. proposes^
as tho. programmatic- b/isls of the: new party, the new1 party $ ill be not
a Marxist party. , but a centrist party:*. ' y.- , " . • ,j

. ,
'•if our -.internat ibnQ.l.'brJfehi^dtioa.Btoic-h, -exists fts »8 an important.

theoretical or -organlzaiiorlaL force, were- to-, semd'- b'jie section into a
reformist or1 centrist party as a tactical maneuver that did not invol-
ve the question of the liquidation of our ;world party or group,, wo
would entSr as ' an organized faction-^ it h-tfui1' 0wri. p3*qgrtsm9our own press,
and carry 0n. activity for <&ur -program*, • '• r : . '. - . 3 .

• ' ' , . ' : • , • ? • • • - -.. :l • i • . ."!. , • .-, .j '. . ..: . - : ; • -' ,- . =
But the. unification with t^e 'AW^is. pii;;&ritirely Mffererit organise

tional step*!. -The- League is not gbihg tb enter; -tliijp- hew jpfer^ty as an : or-
ganized fac tti6n.cn its own special program^publict.yaJinavinced,and with
its own special press-*. The. League is going to unite ^>ith.; a: Oentyi.st

.qrpvip.. on(altho.¥^6. are the larger organizationlthe. ^fesis of parity in
the leading coifflatt'.tees and pb-sts. There will be one program, and one
.press in- the1 new/party* . . - • - .".' ; . . . • . , ;

If the party is to be a MarxiW*psarty the programatic declaration
. • : musi -be-.a. minimum-Marxian dooumen.t^*When centrists: and Marxists unite

iftpon a minimum: Marxian program the,, party is a Marxist party with cen~
• l.trists-in its./ranks* . . . •:.-.; • . t.-

" The force that obtains the program it wants-centrist or Marxist*-
will have the key position in the inevitable internal* struggle of the
Marxists to assimilate the centrists that will follow. On the Jfasis of
a centrist document our comrades;-all the Marxists in the porty-cannot
effectively fight against the/revisionist character of the articles for
our • press ̂ theoretical organvand t&e. •".,' 1 • ' . , . ' ' . s . ••• . t\ . . . . . » '
. . , . < • • - ,subjeft matter, of .our forums,study courses c&d--,otha:
activity offered up and conducted by the centrist elements. All this
-material can radically effect the character and clarity of the propa-
ganda and slogans of tho new party in,, a. centrist direction,* Ail of this
revisionist material can and will claim the ©tooop ©3f approval of the
party for it will have a base in the centrist formulations of the pro-
gram and will be legal Si the party/.And it will go out to the masses in
the name of Marxism. , . ' ' » , .

The following Marxian concepts ar& modified-and presented in typical
centrist fashioni . •

1? The Dictatorship o f ' t he Pro 1 atari at*-At*, the end of the first
agr-aph .of the-section Consolidation of Workers Rule, it reads,''Thus* the
workers state,while assuring and continually extending far more genuine
and substantial democratic rights to all those who accept the new ord-

..-. ers • than ever .enjoyed by. the masses^ under; capitalism^ ill function as a
i ..of. the.. ̂ aii-Ke. morjsing....olass»" . . •

. , . . . . . . . .

• The, weight of > ihi's., soot ion is on .workers.1 demopracy»not on the idea
of the workers* stajte as a repressive instrument against the enemy cla
sses* TO some it may appear as a mere matter of emphasis or stylistic

a ,tl on* .But it Is -in reality a formulation- designed to permit
. . .. .. .. .

**The.;One pigeented. by -.our;- NE'C in conjunction with the Al/P is not»
1 1.. d.s ,a centrist document*-. . •



L MJJWS . PAGE 4

' ' , ' ' * •' * * •

jevisionism.of.. people like .go ok, wijOjWith the support of the AWP,.conr-
ceive the workers6 state. .as -a,- democracy which will .fight its class en-
emies when it is attacked' "to pr.e-serve this democracy.*. ,?The formulation
in the program opens the door for a revisionist conception of the work-
ers* state. Under. :this>/.f;Q.rmul-ation..Hi!lgui1t*s •formula o& ^teiwqrkerts-11
state as a workers. 'democracy c-an ,b,e,, -upheld /md 'folever -Marxists1'
.also speak in our/ formula^, - ...r. " i .. ; :-:A.> . = - . • • ,- , - .

•i - ; • •- • >. ' , i*f ••, ' . '. i , f t i t . , , » • . » > ' .
•g». The Conquest of Ppwer winery word of ;this.,sectilori -has

en froia. the second draft of the, .aWP program. The .-whole.;.; sections weak,
washed out, centrist position* After- speaking of the Workers* Goiihcils
taking pow.er rt.he : draft says ; "This will be no violation- '&$>. esse.nidal dem
ocratic- principles, for it is not th©. existing goverjirie'ritq.i formsir,e.p-
r e sent j^ng"- the interests only of the capitalist min,orlt'3J?,.but the Work-
ers* .Q'ounci Is, ,-that express the political and sQclal.nint-qrests !-o£ t-)>e..
s oc ioLly" -product ive element of the natio^." This -apo'^ogetiQ .pi^sentia-.:'
tio.n. iS'-nbit-'-the bold language of revolutionary thQU-ght, ,Wor;sel In t^'is
sent ances too, is the germ of Hook1' s idea of tl^e w.orskers1 Sl^te whicji is
likewise expressed in the passage on the Consolidation of Workers9 Ruls

.
But here it is -even clearer,; The workers', S'tote.fkr from being in

essence a dictatorship is presented here as a "genuine"- demoeracyJMo-re-
over the entire revolution is presented here as a struggle f or. demop^-
acyl --- the Workers' Councils originate in the defensive struggle again-
st capitalism for democratic rights, take power and then establish "gen-*
uine" democracy! : .

• . ,ii-
We -do -not object to the idea. -t%h.at the workers* statn^will afford

doraocracy for: millions who are denied.- it under capitalism*. /But democra-
, cy is not given a class basis in %h$ d'r.aft» It is presented in typical
; liberal is ti-G.' fashion ,as an /aternal.^abjSdiiract principle or category*

"' . ' , : , . - .-: • • • • • . • • • • . ' • ' . • • "Mv
How - f %r this ,4'S -from marxism ojyn. be seen from the following quo-

• tat ion from.-!,!^ SjEa.ta- and Revolution-;. '.'Democracy is notaflentical with
majority. rule, NQjJ)emoaracy is 'a S,ta'ta' which recognizes the subjection
of the minority to. the majority, that Is, an organization for the system-
atic use. ;pf violence by one class Against "the,,! other, by one. part of the
population against the other*,* • . . .

• Unlike this.: quotation, the weight- of, .t.hQ:. sj3,c!tion on the .conquest
of power leans heavily against the idea of every "•de'0iocracy"being, in
reality?at bottom, fundamentally, in essence a class dictatorship*

. ' • • • . • , . , .--.'• - » . : ' - . - • : - • . ? ' , - " . ' . .
- . . This sec.ti^o.n does not- sp«ak of. .-this, .overthrow of capital ism, of

• what must be done, to the -.c^apitalist State jit does not Discuss -our posi-
: tion qr^parliamentary methods iof taking :-pfowe.r;nor . does it explain EOW

we take- power*; It is. not necessary to use the- words "armed insurrection
but it is- necessary to do more -.than leave :in. -qp@ni.ngr cys the. draf t do.es,
to say thase things at a later date, when the draft says Hhe workers
must he prepared to use whatever means are necessary"These jthings must
. be; stated explicitly in ,t&e -classic.- -Marxist , tserminology or. in other-

. language which does not,- weaken or revise , the idea, ' , *.v:"" '.""-
' i • , ».-; ' . . • • . • . . - • . : " . ' - , '
. .i.,It is trup that some .of those -points are -to be found in other :

sections of the 'document. But a prqgrammatic draft is not a patch-work
puzz-le* And-wh.vsn these iod-ispensab.la points 'are not included -in the.
section in which 'they properly belong the.,mate.rial which -is presented
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in that' section is less than Marxist-, is centrist* • ' » . . . •
* " . • - . , .' "j* ' •

3. Wp.t one e does the .document, use the' word communist or cornmun-
ism in p. positive Senseyas for example, a classless .coimmhist socioty;
while on the other 'hand, the document frequently uses the words so.cial-
ismoad socialist y and as. far as the use of these 'terms are .concerned „
lays .down the line for- the propaganda and literature of .the new party.,
The exclusion of one term and the use of the other in "our. propaganda
antl literature; will 'tend to create the iiapression that :the Workers Par*-'
ty-is a socialist party, . -. • ..* ' . ..- .

. * . - • . . "

. : i The .content of the program shows a bad tendency to- attribute to
conmufaism the errors of Stalinism and expresses its centrist character
among other •• ways, by' the inclusion of -the 'negative... aspects of Stalinism
and a. criticism of the CI and the CP3USA,, and the rejection of -the use
of socialism and socialist in this ••connect idni . •

4«,The criticism of , the socialist pr.rty considers the fundamental
error of social democracy to be. 'its' concept of the stat©,; This i$ •?n-.~ .
truefbut' it' would bo fatal for . int'erwationalists tb ignore the p'ositicn
of social democrac3r on the colonial' quest ion .over which together with'.
the cjaest ion' of ' the State the Slid ; International .hit the jtac.ksi The col-
onial question involves othor principle questions in addiiidn t>6 the
question of the '; nature. of the state*. Tb. ignore it w.ou'ld b^ io pave the
way for a 'repititiori of .the1 same fundomehtal ridtionalist-dpportunist ,
errors which can flow' from this omission?' '. '

'6. In fact^tha draft takes a step in this f;atai .direction^ — In
the section Colonial fooples. 'The draft stands for' self-determination
for the Qolonial peoples and for imm©4iatB;' independence of the .colon-T-
ies.-' That is' 'as frjr as ,it goes,. '-any 'liberal can .acc.ept this, position,.
The rec.l problem ''of the emancipation of th^ colonial peoples and opps*
r-essed nations really starts whdre the draft stops, and is not even in-
dicatod\in.*thu draf t -by so/miic'h ,'as. one ;w;,ord» Not e.ven .a reference 'is t
mad 4 'in the ; draft to the fact that tn'o struggle -fprr. ̂mancipation in the
coldnios is organically relat'od to the r-evolutidn .in the United States,
let alone the idea that the latter, is, in the .end, decisive for the '. form-
er. ••'• ' • ' • ' . ' ,

-ja Mar-xian party in an impfcrio;i.ist country' cannot consi-
der .revolution airy activity in the oppressed .colonies as the exclusive
I'jork of. its si st'er parties. If must assist them by all possible means
in their struggle, -against the coiajaon enemy,,bqth before ant after it
seizes power itself,. . . . • • ' [ "'•'... . •

'/The- basic points of the" Lenin thesis-Snd Congress of the CI —
must be emtrod~iBd in' tha draft* "..'. . .'.

6. The 'criticism of Stalinism is.(listed- entirely as a criticism
of Coiiiraunists and the Third' International* This', is doubly significant
iri view of thu fact that; p'ositivo references' to ''communism ar*e omitted
from the draft. '-Two, different concepts of, 'the degeneration, of the Com-
'interti are contained in tho draft under the Mu.ste-Hoo'k~AWP formula '
that tho "-.twin sourcp- of thu degenuracjr arid impotence'1- of the. CI . and
its sections are -*Hhu rise of fundamental anti-Mar-xian hationaliat ten
dencies and the abandonment of the principle of xvorker s1 democracy » * At.
first sight the "twin source"; arrangement looks as' though it gives
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qu:il status- to our Marxian conception and Hookas revisionism. But it . :
is not so*. A closer examination 'shows that the section is., weighted itti
favor of Hookls revisionism. In the 2nd. paragraph of the 'sub-section

• b.-tiiu Communist Party, -they have allowed us .to 'include. In a waterei—
down form and with a far from 'correct emphasis and in 'totally' false re~
l.at'ion.'Jto party democracy, .the theory of socialism in1 oho country* In
fact the section is.. so written that both centrists and 'Marxist* can '
find a base for their' conceptions in the same'1 sectipni-'. 'To say. that ,
thu revisionist concepts of Stalinism and the^ abandonment of workers*
democracy are the twin. errors is false* Because the nationalist revis-
ionism which is Stalin'ism adopted the theory of socialism in one coun-
try-it was forced to develop the system of bureaucracy which hat arise
en. in liehin*s tine. 'on a, world scale as, its means of .putting aeros's its
false concepts'1 and 'retaining its power .and prestige»s'T-hat is the only
correct way to'prdsdnt '.the (Note- the, original -text^ends 'at. this ppint
but probably means —the programmatic Declaration for the New Pai*y»Ed-
itorf

, .- Vs-In -discussing 'the New International, the |raft sa'ysiThe Wor-
kers* Parts? is thorefor'-o- prepared to cooperate with all groups and par-
tie s-?^hich stand on the same fundamental program as our own for the
speediest possible establishiriont of the::Ne\ International.* This is...-v
Hot" enoughs. On the question of an international party a Marxist prog—.
ramatic draft must explain whet wo mean by 'an international* The *en-
trists 'arid .reforrJLsts have a concept of a World Party wiiioh is funda-
rientilly different frou thq.t which we Marxists 'Jmvd* In a Communist
International the party is a world party with sections in each Country
which accept international discipline. This nust be explicitly 'stated
if tho .-draft is to be a Marxist document* . t .

• • S»The thesis does not take ug'.thG question of democratic on—
trai:ism,al though this is one of the -points contained in S'ection 28 of
Part 3 of our pro-conference thesis adopted by our NG and issued as an
internal docui.iont» Section 28 list-s-^lS points which,it says,c'ciiprise a
minimum Marxian prograi".", oh which the League can unite with 'the AWP» A
party basod en deiiocratic central ism is listed asr point *e";. 'The sig-
nificance of -'its- onission in the. draft oan be understood correctly on-
ly when it is considered in the light of the great emphasis which the
draft, under the pressure of the centrists and the "softness "of our Na-
tional Coi-jiiitteejlays on workers 'democracy. Under -.-cover. 6T the formu-
lation of workers *• democracy t'he centrists wa.nt to exclude or water.
clown to ambiguity every phaae of-. democratic centralism.

They do : hot want a Marxist party. Why? Because they have in
their ranks people who are right-wingers and congenital organizational
Mensheviks -'Upon whomthey lean for support and with .whoa they, would
cor.e into serious conflict ovur questions of discipline and loyalty in
a party based on democratic centralism. The Marxists will have- to con-
tend with these people* Some they will transform- into revolutionists an
and others' they' will have to drive out • of the party* 'For the success- ...
ful accomplishment of the former task- as well. as the latter they will
need a party' which clearly affirms the- principle of dembcratic cezntrat- ;
ism, And in the first place they need it clearly stated in' the. program.
AS the draft stands now in this respect it gives the advantage to the
centrists and right-wingers 'and handicaps the Bolsheviks.

9» The thesis doe's not deal with the question of the permanent
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revolution* If anyone thinks the section, dealing .with world, socialism
covers, this he is badly mistaken.,, 'No one insists that the draft; dis-
cuss the permanent revolution in its 'full, rounded form* BuVif the
draft' is to b© a. Marxist ddcumenV.it must contain in simpie~ language.,
if that is all we can get afte'r' trying to $et more, the elements of the
theory » ^Dn this basis we can fight, inside of the nevs party to develop
the prqgramatic elements to their highest legel* _; . ' . . .

10* The thesis takes up the question of the' allies of the, working"
class and 'lists the Neg&p. "people as, one of the allies*... This is the Stal-
inist concept* And it opens the door for the entire,' S.talamist position
for self-determination^a separate' N.egro republic in the., so-called Black
Beltj,and inevitably, the democratic dictatorship. of" the proletariat and

' "1peasantry* The 'oppressed colonial peop^eSfthe .farmers ̂etc^are .th©"1 all-
ies of '.ALL of. the WORpfeS of the country iNegrOj, White, etc «, Tg>- entirely
shut the.do0r against' Stalinist revisionism on the Negro question the
draft must state that the negro share-croppers and the upper layers or
strata of the oppressed Negro , race , of Negro bourgeoisie and petty bour-
geoisie, together .with the colonial peoples>etc?fa.rmers>etc, are the al—
lies of all the American workers, negro and whitaVetc, , • .

• > i-'ft*̂ ... _ .

'_, £1.. The role of the revolutionary party is treated inadequately*.
The draft: correctly states \. .role of the party in leading- the prole-
tariat to' the seizure of power* But there tthe draft stops » The. whole
post-Leninist period demonstrates^ unfortunately in a negative senses
the .enormously important role of , the party in the transition .period to
Socialism. Stalinist disorientation and strangulation of the vanguard
party has demonstrated .that 'when the party is disoriented the working
class is disoriented. Moreover thej disorientation of the party and the
class of the only workers^state have contributed mightily to 'the disor—
ientation of the international party and class* ?i/hen the party and •.: :.
class of the workers.*' state are disoriented they and the .international
party. and class cannot advance correctly along the road | of the world .
revolution and the laying of the foundation of socialist economy,
this now is a part, of the ABC of Marxism* It cannot be omitted .from a
pr ogrammatic'. dec lar'aMon' which professes to be and must be Marxist.
~ i,

The, section ofi the role of the party does not state the relation-
of the party "to the workers9 state and the workers1 councils* Why? Ob-
viously because this touches on the question over which Shadtraari for
the Leggue polemicized with, Hook who really represented the AWFHhe
t$uestaon of the dictatorship of the, class and the soO-called dictator-
ship of the party* Failure to state the 'relation in even an abstract
form is an unprincipled concession to revisionism and centrism*

. IS* The thesis does not consider in its proper, relationship the
basis contradiction -of capitalism, .It refers to it jit speaks of phases
of this contradiction, but it does not .state what'the contradiction it«
self isithe contradiction between socialized production and capitalist
appropriation^, which .is the basi&^within .the sgohere of production, of the
contradictions of ACCUMULATION, of -production and the world market,. of, .
production and national 'boundaries, of the enormous increase of produc-
tive capacity and an army of millions of permanent unemployed, etc*

Although the' doc'ument' continually speaks of internationalism the
Tact reina ins" that its internationalist aspects are only secondary con-
siderations,, The document is not at all permeated with the' spirit of
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internationalism like the Declaration of Four. As a result- the document.
is niore of ' a national .document! in this sense with a national approach
than an internat ionalist 'document, This is a prog-ramatic . statement, not
M propaganda document- which has to be written down to the simplest level
Internationalism and the" basic contradiction of world capitalism should
rim through it like a<red thread* The role of American imperialism shou-
ld be set into this internationalist ©ontext* Because the. question of
internationalism is handled incorrectly the concept of imperialism' is
incorrec&ly treated*. Although a whole section is devoted to imperialism
$ war r- the draft -"fails to explain what imperialism is as a stage of world
capitalism and ''reduces to a number of descriptive abstractions the sen-
tances in the section* For the same reason the colonial question is pre-
sented so lightly* 'This is also the reason such basic concepts as the
world party, tbe -conquest of power,and the relationship .of the party to
the SoVi'ets ixand. tha Dictatorship of, 'the Proletariat, are handled; in cen-
trist

•The' iiius'eites are already pressing for further centrist modifica-
tions of th-e ̂ declaration., Against -.their- pressure we must press 'our NC?
not only to resist .the .pressure of -the Mus.teites but to press fdr the (
inclusionsof the points contained in the follo\'ang amendments in order' '
to make>;the document a Marxist one, ..We ..are .confident if the NO will a- •
dopt this course it can prevail on 'the Musteites to mâ ce f und'amerital
concessions, • • • - • ' . - , - . " . ' • '

•"(This document of 'the Communist Le.agu© of America?Left Wing 'en&s 'he'ise j
Part;!! -of the Suppressed. Chapter .continues *) ' t,' ' ••

Liquidation into^'the Socialist Party* , . „ . . - , - •'
* ' - • • • - ' ' , , * -

' I have already "dealt brief ly,. with the question of the "French *
Turn'* ; i6f Trotsky^- You must keep in mind that this problem was forced u-
pon us as a parall-'eUt problem with: the negotiations with several groups^
of \uhieh''phly the-Muste group negotiations HH ter-ialized- in organic, un— «
ity, -Our Left' Wing1- was .forming, out, -of necessity^out of principle strug-
gles-maturing after the German defeat . and. .the rise- of Hitl'erylvsiaB a t.op
committee member^and at that the only new comrade added to the 'top com-
nitteQ as a full -fledged member in the whole period- of the American
Trotskyism- up to the* liquidation*. That-was when -our left wing fight dev-
eloped and Gordon' and Clarke were given a position, on the top committed
fjince-they were needed not only against Shadtman but -especially against .
'the new left wing,.- This 1JFrench Turnttsplit a5,v:3RY GROUP IN xiVERY O.OOTTRY,
4ore comrades were lost in this period than were gainpd on a national
seals in- the Socialist entry* . • - . - • . .

"•'•'• Splits took place in Germany .»Fran-cejEnglandj,Spain, Be 1-gium, United
States, Argenti'na?Brazil,ChileJlGubar,;'China.?.andr_ several other countries, J
T-he':- Lef-t Opposition lost the POUivI in Spain mainly beca_use of 'the French
turn- and if WQ' had' ^.eld: an int-ernational with the POUivI inside, it 'may •
have ' b-eenf • possible -with this inteTOa/ti.ohal force to turn the tide in
Spain -and alsoi 'the advent of the imperialist; :war» This we will deal with
later in more detail, : . . . . ' , . .

} • ' . . . • " , ' •
• ' •'' <: :~'-' . - - . • . • • . • . : - • . - . . " . . : ,-, .

Let us return to the effects of the French Surn in America* I
wa-s o-n a; ; tour- for .the League and wrote the secretary a letter which r
suras up;;my posltidn at th'e very .start; .- .-. • _ i
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Kansas City,Mo,..
August 21-1934

" * ''•-•••'" \ '... .Coiir.ad'e ("Secretary) ' : . .

I have read what few documents'"you sent on the question of the
French League* In addition to this we discussed this in brief before I
left New York for Minneapolis* Now I have the following to say,and at
the same time'cast my vote in opposition to the position of comrade
•Trotsky* . •

... • • . To carry out-a maneuver of sending the French League into the
''FSench Socialist Party (S,F*,I*,0*) at this' critical juncture ,,qf the.-tasl-
""of• organizing- a Fourth International and with the extremely relative
short period ahead for decisive.action in France would,in'my opinion,!

• retard"the world labor.movement^our objective and result in just the
opposite of what comrade Trotsky, claims*

I think the difficult- organizational position we are in,in Fra-
nce is to a great extent due to the organizational mistakes of our Eur-
opean sections in the immediate past period since we adopted-, the pers-
pective ,of • the ''Fouth International* These .past mistakes cannot be cor-
rect,ed' b.y another mi stake, entry into the; SFIO^noris there any other
short cut. to tha masses, ;

I consider comrade, Trotsky plainly a£es&onsible for this, lit seems
as though his x^hole politcal Iif4 has; been \s'ubh that his sharp,brilli-
ant and scientific theoretical and*'political positions have alii;ays been
blunted by his own organizational blunders* In Francethe is repeating
this* The examples of i'«iarx;*̂ .action in IS^S^Plokanov's action and Lenin*
advice to the British .sect"4-dn'prô e,«r*6theV/i?han what tho document-des—

'?*.'•• i * * ?. . ,
It was fortunate that Trot sky *s faction in 191.7 could join Len-

in's PARTY-, oth era ise Trot sky *s brilliant ab.ility could not have been ex*
nloited for the interests of • the SovJLat,. Union,, and .the world revolution,

'" " •'" * '. . - .
We n@Sd 'political INDEP^HJpSMpS through ia.- pa?r4y,pol it ical inde-

pendence of :-.a faction in the prb'sertt French si'tbat Ion and in action it
can become a party*. Through united front action on all fields and thr-
ough faction work in all worker's organizations we can reach the mas—
ses.^A -split .'in- the SP is- inevitable.1^' MUST'HAV! A FACTION WITHIN BUT

ST HOT DISSOLVE OUR L^GUE, (pr-e sent emphasis)

. _ |he League is. capable as an independent faction,until unity with
other forces are obtained to build-a Marxian Party* . - - •

.• »•;•*>.*»>* »:a,Bwifding a faction within the SP and entering enm&ss
as a body, is entirely- two-different .tMrigS;. . ,

The principle question of intfependenSe of a political party oa»~
not be brushed aside because we are-only-a faction and an embryo of a
party* Our weakness ill the more -calls-.for-polit ical aclarity* -

... ,-,.».,. ii?e--aeed -a -strbng'er • IS(International Secretariat} It
needs a French League, The French League needs a faction within the SR,
The International must s-u-sidize the • French" League» [ . •• •

' _ My ...international re-s-ol-ution of last January, which "has not been
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acted upon one way or the other( This vtias AUg,ust ̂present emphadfe) by our
NEC at least laid the basis for action and to avoid the present de^elop-
ments* • * ,-.:. . . . . ' . -

, », -Rather than consolidation of our own faction internationally,
firsf the IS and Trotsky have floundered around in negotiations net
Irased iipbn rounded -organizational ptogroBatidoateps. the NEC. in its ne~
•;otiations for one year with only a draft, -program on this question this
June has committed the same error* . .

. •'*•'•• • ' --Fra'tern-ally yours-,,

•• • ' -:' • - -" - : . . • Hugo Oehler- " • • '-;
^v

At this early date .a clear line of opposition to the liquidation
policy.'wa-s 1-aid down and from then on one- can 'understand'- wh'y Cannoa and
others oould only resorV"t'o 'sl.ander t-o cbver "up^ their / capita .at ion,
They repeated in the' :Left -Opptfeition against- the/ ieft- 'What the Stalin:^
ists- did in the GP against? rthe!; L§:ft/:0pposition'* 'They answered political
arguments x^ith slander and name calling, ' - _ / • ' .

TO B3
. . . . - . . . . . . . .
The ar-ticle above is a ^re-ply' to James P» Gannon's book, "-The His

tory of American Trotskyism* It appears' serially in" the International
News* - ' ' • • > • ' • ' ' ' • " ' ' ' " ' • " -

E NEED

Please enter my. subscription. -to the; International News-
*00 a year

Please accept my contribution to continue-the:publication of the
<fe_JiL-__*
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'A, CRITICISM OF THE
LEFT COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

• • ' - • : . I • " • • • • • . /. ' . »
The Ultra-Lefts Bright or wrpng.jwha are. .intransigent in their'main

political line have kept alive a faction all through the days-of Fascist
suppression £n Italy, and-inL Europe through "the rise of- power- of Si tier
(af'ter i/iussolA-n'i) and afte^'.^orj.^ war two*-These revolutionists must "be
•;iven credi.t',;"for. their, clas-s struggle again-st capitalism^even though
from the.'standpoint of' Marpci sm; they are wroftsg on several: questions ..One
th'ihg' can '-be.-said for th.em^and.' it.?is a mountain—that they have not ca-
pitulated, tq th;e'<" different .currents and tendencies, of capitalism* This
cannot ,be* saicl' for . the different fact ions:''of centrism,such-its'-Gannonism,
SchachmanisiajPoumisiii^and- left factions of Asocial democracy~-as well as
.fe.pt.ions 'of the,'Anarchists*. .'.; • . .. . . - . . I ,•

History has favored the Italian' Faption of-; the Communists of yester-
day, the Bordiguists, Since history has brought Italy to the fore in the
post war situation, .and-enabled the Lef£ Communists to grow here as the
POTlui grew in Spaih-'af £.er' i936w«^lTWi"£i history favor the left communists
or 'will' they go down 'the road"_th© POUki tpokcin, Spainjor the Trotskyites
on "xm international scale? "How their program is decisive,as yesterday
the program of these former .groups was decisive* That is—if they have
'a'liarxian program they-have a good opportunity of turning the tide,of
changing the course of .mankind—frqsa decay Capitalism to::growing Social-
ism, Mot the Socialism of iingland^or the..Second Internal ion al* but : the
Socialism and/or Conraiunisin. of LiarxAngels,and Lenin,

The Left Communists have the advantage of growth,due to- the objective
conditions,, in Italy that 1 av.or them today as it favored the -P0UM syester-

•d'ayj. Yesterday the P-OtlLi.-and--its program failed mise^l^texcept its^left
wing under 'Rebulllso today,"what-.'will, the left communists do-in Italy?'
They hav'e issued the Autumn-,lt49- quarterly,the JNTSRNATI;OHALISTja;nd its

• :• - jJ6 : printed'gages*. They present^a.their main pro-gram.and t'he-ir main line
of march. Let us consider this arid see what the balance sheet is,

.. The first chapeer of th,is magazine,after- the introduction deals with,
"f. Short History of the Left Cpmmuni,st International"^ And what a his-
tory ? .-The 'Stalinists rewrite history to suit .their own 4fake". line^ the
Trotskyites rewrite history to fit. their cenjtrism,so -doe's the P0UM
and now ths Left ^Communists do the -same + lvian,y of their old time". cotara4~
es will cringe, at "this new version of Jiistory* Many have had loJig po'le-

'.mics in. past years on the •dis.p'uteel-,questions which appear in this-issue
of the magazine,.and most important .past disput.es in the literature of
the Bor'diguis.ts* ' , - .- • .; v

Here is an ex ample i"Tiie path that ..the Left Communists indicate is the
'one that Lenin himself followed.in face of the war of 1914-1S>under dif-
ferent historic conditionSjbut facing- an identical phenomenon of oppor-
tunist'corruption of Social-l)emoGraVic': parties jthis is the path of the
"action--work,11 Add to this senttarice the following when the Left Ccramun-*
ists. speak of the Communist international and WHO and WHQIu "criticized
them*.'"MTrot sky replied to all the.; critics, of the policies of ' the Execu-
tive Committee of the Communist International (and for whom he was the
reporter against us)fought,by the Communists of Italy^making-i;h5s own un~
cbnditionaliy^the thesis' of "the'first four Congresses of the 3-nternation
al.*(Page 15) ' . . . . '• .:..
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Keep in mind the above two bppbsit'svqiitfci^tions—-Lenin-is OK—and
sky is
Communist's.
the FAC-T.
four Qongres-ses against- the ^lira-Leftsi

/This is NOT, the wa.y-.,tq^rewrite history.IT was LENIN^not Trotsky,who
is'sued; his famous pamphlet, »L'e/t-r^ ing Communism-, An Infantile. Disorder*,,
A polemic "'against the Italian, German, and. other Leftists., Trotsky was
.aerely .Carrying out,in full agreement the line ; of Lenin*- But -today, 1949,

.the ultra-lefts try to.. .cl,aim ;Lenin is OK and Trotsky IN. THAI PERIOD WAS
."a^ONG^ No,.history will not substantiate such -fake- rewriting,$10 more- than

. it.wiilL substantiate Cannon^s •:re;wrltinjg.,©f the American History of Trot
skyism, If you want to ,be-h^pne'St with'yourself and,. the n'vjor.king class,
and in criticizing Trotsky for his role in this /period.;.than you must al-
so criticize Lenin for- his leadership in this fight against the left and
his book against the ultra~leftse . » • ; .. ,-; .

?his you not 'o'n^y fai^l to do. -But on: the, contrary,you try to leave-
th(e impression that yOI>_ are carrying on tjie. f.dght of Lenin against .op—......-.,-..... r . - . * ,, _. . .- , , , .-• , J . .^_. . . m . . . ^ .__._... i -what not, .

We will return t^,Lep'in's- pamphlet against the ultra-lefts,because we
want to knoi/j how you." apt-t and think today about his ;crtticism of yow*
You have' graciQUsly':igr\-o^ed hj s'thesis• SIi\iQE. F^SCISiu HaS _B^EN OUSTED IN
ITj-iLY» Why?'Why the silence on such a, number of••: important questions?

Trotsky and the Left Communists
• " • ' . . . " " : . • " • ' . t ".»'. .;

The quarterly we"', speak of (Autumn., 1949}deals-,in length with Trotsky»
He is their whipping boy.»..3u,t- is it aot a bit late,? nnd1 is it not a. bit
unethical to indulge[:>in 'the', arguments- you present? We,have nothing in
common with, capitalist., (bourgeois, ethic s).-Tnut ;we>.do hold high proletarian
(working, class}ethical -re^tions,. (Deliberately mixsd. up these two
.English—French terms) / : • , . • • . . •

. : The RWL split with. Trotsky in the early thirties,after the German de-
1 fea t,, and -before the Spanish defeat. We are notiTrotskyites^or a faction
of t Trot sky ism ̂ as bur PROGRAM WILL, ATTEST , But we DEMAND THa.T HISTORY RE
ViESSRVED factually»^Let the .chips fall where they may. We will defend-
xr.otsky against Stalinismrand others on political points where he is .
correct j.j us t like we wil l> defend .any one,centrisni against reformism; ref-
ormism against capitalism,ultra-lefts against opportunism—where they,
are factual.-and correct. We will do this, and ..make our defense within the
framework of historical materialism,ilarxisnu

In this "'shor-t history" of the -Left Communists,what do they say about
Trotpky? Le|> us take a few iiiportant quotations i" The proof is that sh-
ortly before the vict-dry, in Germany,Hi tier, in ISSS^to- wiiom the German
Proletariat which would-have,completely changed the si tuation.".*»»•

" 'BThe political tasks^w'hicli Trotsky proposed .to the Communist Left 'of
all countries flowe'd, .of' course from his th^oretioal tand .political analy-
C* 1 C! tt " i • >' , •- ' .- »
S1S» ,, , . • . • ; . i,-Ji., ^ ' . . , •

"Because he considered the. sta.te prope/rtyCwi.bich'./he called collec— .-
ti.ve)as progressive and. foresaw ;an-.inevitable, w-at^i.B. WqrLd War II)
between the Soviet State and the bourgeois states,the strategic
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j which/he assigned ;tp-;th'e left was the defense, of .the-' U*S.*SaR»*
• i ;.. 3 . , . - - „ ,- • • - . '„ V:. ^ . • '- : . - . . - . ' . • , . - . . - . , ' •_

Continuing with several sentances the Left.: fays ̂ ;Speaking of. TH-ciIR
position akainst Trotsky, ivlt opened inother 'period in''which capitalism
•faces the "Worker*-^ State, and, ^Communist* Parties .fighting for social-
;4sm in one-co'untry-»11 (Pages 13-14) . . .':'.' -

•Now ,w.a have it—Trotsky-fo-ught f.or the defense.-.of the Soviet Unipn
md the'Bordiguists fought against the theory of socialism in one com—

-'try-in this previous period, Kf'othing is farther from'the'PACT, Let us
, ;.take up all ..these statements step by step* . . .. . ^

. . I n the first place > even.,'though we disagree principally with 'Trot skyt
' during and .after the, Germain defeat,in all due re.pe.ct ' 't 'p the facts'^Trpt'-*
' sky did HOT say that the'German Communist PARTY was the key to the in-
,ternational, situation-* .This is a .slight ofy words, .Trotsky said GjjRj.vLiNY
was th 3 key to the ^-interriajtional'situation* Trots.ky .said that IF the
•Communist Party, did..HOT ado.ptt..the prqgram.he presented than Hitler.'
..VOULD .-TAKJi 'POWjiiR* .Ee^Srotsky^based^ his premise".on. .his PR,OGRAivI for 'the

..Communist Party. They rejected, JifIAahalysi..s^. The."S,talinis.t analysis^
•was the opposite., .In this .period €he Lef t "Cqmrau'nists'aaid .nothing-^they
-.id not agree ifi'th'. Tro.teky or 'against Trotsky^-"Let .them' quote from .doo~'
uraents-. of , that "period'* If. you argue against. Trotsky at a'll^yot; can. only
argue against h'is position that he did not have a force capable and he

Advocated the.CP to adopt his CORRECT PROGRAivI(history:'pr{;ovesVMs' cor^
Vectness in the analysis')and .you aari argue that he should have not' wastr-
edVtime 'on the .CPi,, (Ch.eok^his 'doo:U33ients and 'program for Germany of this
period! . . . .., , , . • ".' " ' ' . ' ' . . , . ' ' ' •
i . '• •-.*•• s •.•!•• • >•-• • . , , - • • • . .• -• '
; But.-tfhe I*e£t Commini^sts clsrim he wanted the CP,.t.p carry through'the
..revol!u'i"fpn;.-.o.n..'.THEIR PROGR/-ilS--that is the '.implication'.-Noting-''is- farther
f-rom the tir'uth. - - ' . . . ' . - . . . ' ' • ' . : • "
! ' "'• . ' • ; * • - • • • - . * . . • . . - . . . . .

.But more important, than-''this aspect of the.: problem-is the quotation..
by the Left Qonmunists that they > the Left Communists ̂-rejected' the Stal-
inist theory of Soc.ial.isrg. in one country and that Trotsky stodcl for the
lefense of the .Soviet Union AS THE JxklN blKfi OF'MARCH, This is false to
'the core* It was Trotsky,not the. Left Communists,not the Bordiguist's—*-
Jut the Left Opposition,that presented the theoretical .premise against
the St'alinist theory of "Socialism *in One 'Country-'U It was the Trotsky
faction,the Left Opposition;., that advocated, the .."permanent revolution Hhe
world revolution,the ejctê ision...of th,e 'October'revolution'—-agqinst the
Stalinist theory -of . "b-order 'patrols "'for- the communiat parties and the
"defense of the Soviet Union." . . -. / ; .' . ' •'• . ;V*" ' - ! . - . - ; , : . . . . . , : . • . . .

The Bordiguists, through this .bullet in,-are trying to attribute .to
.'Trotsky the position 'of Stalin, and''are taking over 0ito .themselves the
position of Trotsky .and. the ..Left Opposition,, The printed-.material, in
q̂verc1,! languages "vindicated .Trotsky—that he was the FIRST to oppose
'tha ^theory of socialism- in one country^* It also vindicates him" and
'•he- left" opposition against the Bordiguists regarding the.;q;Uestaon of
xhe "defense of the Soviet Union11* Yes we defend the Soviet Union—butr' a
as our SHORT lever,our long lever is the .^permanent revolution)r9the ex~
uQJisiqn of t-ee-Oc.tober Revolution of' 1917V It was Stalin and Stalinism,,
not Trotsky a-n'd th.e/;,%e"ft'.,0pposition- that .advocated .as. th'e main line—
the defense of the Sovie'i Union,. . ' - "" ' ' ' '" " " ' '
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L©fthe"B'ord'iguists'quote from'documents prior or'equal' "in -date to
Trotsky on this important theoretical and principle question* CarAon and
Shachtman have 'long'-ago'^forgdtten tMs .aspect of Trotskyisd-jlxcept lip-
service to wdrds.not deeds* .•' • :C- . . ' . ' ' • ' , ' •"' * "•
. j . i - . . - • f . i ' •• ' ". . ' i UV<> • * '"•, . • ; - . , ' ' ' . . ' .-

We,of the RWL,have our differences with the Left"opposition during
;nd after the German defeat (Hitler seizure of. Ppwerfcour documents, deal
•ith this phase.. (See the', series of articles ;;on "*A Suppressed Chapter

/rom the History of 'Trotskyism,! Sditor Note),'But 'the. above points''are in
favor df "Trotsky and not "'the ultra-lefts., .*.'... l. ( ' ;;' ../

Furthermore, the "Left Communists say,Italian Communism was enabled to
say to Trot sky/'that, "it is prec'xsely after the defeat, of .the world "pro-
letariat in' Feb», 1935, in Germany, that it opened the';p3tose of the best
relations between the Capitalist'',ptates: and the Soviet ..State'*;»"(page 14}

••Ihis- is a wrong analysis'of £factual relations' in the .period of 1933-
•15* We-,the RWL,were the 'only force to point out that ;the .Hitler*Stalin
Pae^t^contrary to words'of'the pact or opinions of *.t'h:e 'pr^s's,was 'merely a
pretrfde and preparation;fpr/W^R against the Soviet Unidr^by the extreme
right-of the exploiters f'th'e"fasc 1st s» The bluring ovei* of "this relation
?etifl/e!eii' Fascism and •bo'Hrgp-is-democrB.cy by the ultrd-lefts,:'is; not secon™
•aary"b'ut f'unclamenta!•• "in"tireir errors. What the 'Le*ft-Commiinists see as a
ttb-es't-~relatiori'sl*;betw:een .-'.capitalism and the Soviet Union^is in reality,th
the!''>s;:liow-down ('decrsiv'e-^ight approaching) between Fascism and Communism
throiigh the •'warped 'fprms, of Stalinism and Hitler Fascism,'The treaty be—
't$-w'eerJ;Hitler and'"'Ssta'iinjW-e', the RWL.,predicted would e"nd in war*. This,
history confirmed* The relations with capitalist democracy ended in a
bitter "-cold-war"- between the United States and its s.atillites,and the
Soviet Union'a'n'd 'ttfeirs. ;T.his Is contrary to the Ultra-left analysis*
lire' cap Staii s t̂ deiiio-crata'listed the Stalinists and the'Soviet'Union, and
the workers they controled in Ital3r,France and other co'un'tries of lurr~
:?pe TO STA1 THiS TIDil. OF POST WAR R^VOLUTION^TO DRO.WK IN BLOOD THiil WORKfe-
uRS REVOLTS I'l'O HOLD !IN CHuiCK T113 WORKtiRS MOvEIu^F'TS^through therresist-
ance movements in France;,Italy,Belgium,an.d all th'o'se 'countries where

imperialiias with S:talinism dominated' ..the struggle of the
Underground'forces against ftfs'cisfiu The exploiters u's'ed Stalinism .in the

:.scoftict imperialist war as;'they^tiqe'd s'ocial demodaacy• $$ the ;first"imper>-
' " ' 'Lai is t war> But this was^preparation' for VL*R against", .'the Soyie't Unio|i,as

\icts today prove;no'- ireconciliationjas the left communists claim."' .;'

Throughout these pages -the Left".Communists argue .plain'st Trotsky and
lim that they are:. the followers of-:teriin> Let themf. answer the above

•rguements S!tLeninss?against the Ultra-Left's,and Trotsky*s,against the
ohsory of socialism in one country,which they try to usurp.

The left coimiuni'Sts say,"Consequently,tire Italian fraction of the Com
Jommunist Party .of ; Italy re-jected the perspective which Trotsky cons id-
red inevitable^of. a violent attack against the US.SR,and envisaged the
.ontrary,the strengthening'of; the links between'1'the USSR and thjfe^i^y^t.,
iplist states without implying that the Statifled prpperty would/be ov-
ri^hrown.*- (Page 14-) • • ' _ _ ,t • J j - - ' ' ; ' ' . ' . . .

* -The whole complex thought is-contrary to;'immediate'.hi.ster&.pal fact's*
The 'Fascists bloc DID CURRY ThBOUQH A VIOL&NT'ATTACK'BNIHb; USSR,contra
*y to .the stupid opinion of the left communist's*1 The fa'sci'sts"werTe'un~
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lefts
v.:ould either be killed • or- in jail with the other revolutionists* After
the USSR stopped Hitler •- cold, and after the imperialist 'phase of .-'the war
r;as over, the 'war between 'capitalism and,' the Soviet Union was INT^NSIF^-
..I--i!)Dj the so-called "cold-war"- 'as it "'is known i 'This also, contradicts the
ultra-left thesis, Today a. war; bptw.en -'aapitaliSia and .the USSR is inevi-
table. The time element, is ." jer^y11' and" ,sh'if ting—- *but tli e fundamental
Trotsky 'the si s_ ; of that period—which 'was the,' tHesis of the WEOLjll jiBFT
QrTOSITICH,RlfflUaINS a. fundament al "analysis*" ' ', , . / ' ' . ' * -

• - • ' . - The ultra-lefts 'MIX UP Stalinism with .the. USSR because they consider
the USSR capitalist,. The Stalinists are doing.; every thing possible -to ,:
check, to stopr, to. drown in blood the 'extension of the 'October Revolution.
But the "capitalists, while using Stalinism as their l^ft arm .against, the
workers are night and day, preparing an in eyit'ab,le war against the S.OVT
iet Unipn* -She Ultra-Lefts do hot see' a ^istincf'idn between .reactionary
capitalist. '''-trade union 'lea'ders and the' Un ion;'; b ut . the. exploiters 'dp-^-anfi
the exploiters, act accordingly. 'This.fr.ultra-lef tisra,l.f followed by,.work-
ers 17 ill ''blind them to the- dialectical contradict. ions of present day. - /'
society between Stalinism and the USSR*'. v ,:'..-,' ̂  ' - . ' . ' • ," " ^ . ; , : • ; = ; " • :^-,.

Do the Ultra-Lefts claim that the devastation' of the' ma jor part of
Suro'paan Russia by the Fascist armies, "opened, the ..phase, of the: best ;re-
•lations1 between the capitalist states and .- the. SovXet' State •• • • » . " ' . • .. ;' " ! : ' '

••'•;-' 'When the left communists criticize the Trotsk'yites for ..^Liquidating- ;
their independent f ore'es intd . the parties of . t>he .'^Second International.
v/e'.Jof the RWL can agree'* But .we 4p'. not .agree in.;hindsight* We Wiene--'.thev...
.fii°-st,not the ultra-lefts, in 'fighting' the Srdtsl|yites on an internatip'ii
al scale for this principle error* We were the first to lay down a the-
oretical position- against Tr/ptsky's position of .the. "French Turn "'» Let

i ject
bo - th i s - , 'We object to" their'lack of POLITICAL AND TEEORJSTIOaL ANALYSIS-,
Jliich we the RWL laid d.own in minute detail* . : .

. . Stalinism—Gentrism??
Another,secondary,but important aspect of the problem,is the fact

that throughput the document we deal with,the left cprjimunists refer- to ,
jtalinism as -Gentrism, Again they miss the boat* Sven..the centrist Trot-
okyites^not .to speak of the RWL,changed'their analysis of Stalinis%-freaiL
Gentrism to reformisra in the period of the German defeat of 1933,when
iitler came to gower*. Why do the ultra-lefts still speak, of Stalinism
s Gentrism? Stalinism is a right wing' reformist movement. In fact some

~o so far as to call it anti-working class tpday,We,the RWL,Aoall the ,
-••:.alinists a reformist current,(reform in words,and counter^-reF"olution-
•^ry- in o,ction».)- The Ul-tra-lefts are way behind, on proper analysis,even
though they use. harsh adjectiyes in'-daily conversation* • . ••'•;%

i '-* • ' • ' ' , , ' " .

•-.-"• THE -FRYING 'PAN AND THH SKILLET s . . , ' - . , ' ; . „

't The document says:j "It"'is-"'convenient to re,call.:'at: this'.point, that the-
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Italian left-abandoned the name*Left .Faction of the Communist Party of
Italyffor the'Itali.ari-Factidn'of-the Left Communist .international1, at
its Congress of 1936." £ p* W },' ' ' . -• _ , : j

Take this above statement with the follow ing, """Thus the Left Fraction
of-the Communist Party of Italy; Opposed the new-\Trtotskyist orientation,
is* it opposed, the politics 'oif"reforming the Shi-rd' International »"(p*;16)
/'î st -'they'attributed falsely Ho Trotsky thel'"defense of the. Soviet Un-
ion %h'ich' was a. secondary axis' in the. "permanent revolution1* â d second-
arily in the previous quotation the. l»ef t communists say that thjpy no
longer considered themselves a' faction of the communists AFTER 1935*. If
you check history,.and. especially the history of the Left Opposition ..in. .
-which Trotsky was the leader,you will find, that the ultra-leftl --FOLLOW-
ED Trotsky iri rejecting the C.I. .-. '' . * , •••:

- * • ' •

Since they-admit *t was in 1955 that they .rejected', the concept of a
faction of the-C.I.,it means that the Left Opposition rejected.this con-
cept PRIOR T0 TIiD ULTRk-LEFTS,;,B.ut.. how they claim they. led^when in real-
ity,out of their own. writ^'ng-s^theyiyfollowed Trotsky in. his rejection of
the C.I* If the ultra^lefts^the Bordiguists waited until 1935 to no
longer consider themselves a fjacj^ijbn °F the CI^ it means that they in
time and in theory,; followed the Left Opposition after the G-ennan defeat
in working toward building a new. INTERNATIONAL, •. - , . . - i r .r.

Here we part company with both factions,. Whereas the.-ultra-lefts' fol-*
lowed the'left oppos.'ition, " ." : . ' . , ^ ^according to -: their -'own words^'1
wej>who now constitute the RWL,parted company with the Trotskyites and
v.-orked .toward independent class activity \vhen^Trotsky and others started
the stampede towards''Joining the'.parties -of the Second International, •
We may addji'vith^no 'malice?that now .the,Left Conmiunists speak. pfx;this per*
iod of the Left 'Opp'ositio'n^but they were very 'silent in Politicjal-,analy-
sis at the t-ime of the 'event.''' . ' t - • • . ' , - : • " . I . '

„ . . s • • .. ; ' - • • ' ' : •

When' the Left Communists spe'dk of the, fact that they were opposed to
the re form of the Third International "(page .16).-but ad/nit that they con-
tinued as' a faction uniil (page 19Vl5'35 which .was after the Left Opposi-
tion called for n'ew parties,they^the ultra-lefts,are begging-. th,e q.u-es-
tison* • * " • r - . ; , . • \•

Class Instinct |

We would like to know as Marxists what class i-n-stinct-is.?. -Ttoey say
en page 25 * » * »;;*fely this class ipsti.nct is our. guide-.up to this-:
pointy . ."»* When they run short of. arg.uments-they resort .to ttclass
stlhct*.'We are anxious-to know about this ll scientific; thing"* • -

? * - . • • * ' • • -
... . ̂ Spontaneously8 '• .. i ,. .

. ' ' . ' • , • • , I * - ' " . - - • • '

In several places the' doc.ument, speaks of "^spontaneouslyHhe workep-g -
ustablish administrative Organs of state power,,etc* This .means that-'»•* "A
thes-'e-comrades cling to their spontanouity.theory, Some of the--G©nnahr" •
ultra-left-comrades* used this theory. They thought capitalism would auto
•v.tically breakdown, Others used it to.mean that the workers -would auto-
matically take power when the crisis of capitalism reached a certain.
point Bothers .used .it, for the idea of an automatic social development -of
the "work'sW towards'socialism.
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When the Left Communists speak of spontanouity in -relation to s&ate
administrative organs of the workers, and speak of class instincts— for*-.
oes that can and will develap without the aid lo'f a-PARTY' of , the working-

•class they have laid a trap for themselves^in the opposite direct ion>as
a on-Marxian, and as bad as the Trotsky position on the Labor Party* Both
road-s^the Labor -Party idea and the theory of spontanouity cuts the gro-
und- -from. under the, road to ,and the building of a revolutionary Marxian
?arty - b y the 'vangukrd element* , •; ; ' . '

The Left Communists sayf*T-he possibility of establishing the class
•party requires the introduction of a crisis in the midst of capitalist
society»- l l(p*28) 'The establishment of the. Party does not necessarily re-
quire. -a' crisis* This is a false spontanouity theory. A -party with MASS
.INFLUENCE, .which has influence over a majority of the population requires
crisis and turmoij of capitalist decay which the workers will put to an
end. But to build a cadre party which will be ready to gain this mass
influence and transform the crisis of capitalism into the workers seiB-
lire of power is a different question. Such a party can and will be built
in this post .crisis period. ' - '

''Finallygirrtlie measure, in.' whic-h^^tefe failure, is aggravated, arisen
spontaneouWIyc'the-'organs o.f /prpletarrian administration ̂ (factory cosaQo
pailors and soldiers councils^cLlstrict councils.) /which take over the
functions :that tfre State is" ho longer capable iaf "fulfilling* n(p». 2$}
-'• • ' ',' ' ,.'. . '' ::. • ' ' ' • ' • \ ' • •

•Without- the will to power>withput the conscious socialist effort ..q'f
the -party,without day to day class- act i vity ̂ without, . the trials and err-
ors, of building a party— we the. working -class can take power b-ecause"' of
CLASS INSIINGT-and •SPONTANEOUSLi;i3 ACT,so conclude'- the 'Left Oommunists.,.
the ultra— le-ftsv N'o wonder, they 'refuse to reply today in Italy to Left— ' .
In*s -pamphlet onj^Ultra-ieftismjan Infantile Disorder*^ . « ' ' . . '

What the Left Communists 'call instincts of the class are ACQUIRED
CHARACTERISTICS of the working : class because they -have been living tinder
Gapitalist-'exploitation for*- a few generations* Instincts; are not acquir-
ed but • inherited, even though 'qve'r !a LONG period^in this or that envirtsn- •
mental ••condition; -these instincts of animal life are obtained painfully
slow* The spontaneously developing councils of the workers are the re-
sults of class education and the use of the intelligence of the most
class and socialist conscious element in given situations of capitalist
breakdown* Without a revolutionary Marxian' Party with 'a high degr-ee of
socialist consciousness to direct the class conscious motions of* the >. .
class these breakdowns of capital ism, these, .organs of dual power will be
dissipated-, with more' 'misery for us and upon the new dung hepp the exp~.~
loiters' will reorganize exploitation at the workers expense »'

The theoretical'" roots for the ultra- lefts negative position toward
,,'ork in reactionary trade unions ̂ revolutionarys participation in parlia-
. --.ant tday to day class struggle ACTION ̂ ks^ well as words jthe building of
•the party from day1 to dayjetc.^is their "spontanouity." -theory ,,which has
its roots in ;a 'false understanding of Capitalist :accumulation and the
role of. the • -state, and class under this condition, - ' ." .

•Continuing on'th^e question of building- a ? > party the Left Commuh"ists " . - . ' • '
Bay, "-Thus the*- $fr:ole:> revolutionary quest ipn-and, the problem of the 'form-' '
Ation. of the Revolutionary Party is rosdiwedg into two poles il) The sta-
jility of the national state, 2) -the degree of support by the workers of
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suc-h a st.ate.9 (p.- 43) . . /-
.:* ** ' ''

The stability of the state and the degree of support the workers give
this exploiters state,developing out of the crisis does NOT determine vi
the whole revolutionary- question and the; formation of the party* These
two factors only determine the amount of? mass, influence the REVOLUTION-
,iEY i-iAR/CItiK ORGANIZATION can obtain for its -program of'Socialism and
state power* If the cadre, the faction does not have a party so late,
when the crisis,.the lefts speak of arrives j,thaH>'. the problems of the van-
guard are., doubled-,, They .must build the party and win' the masses. But if
they have a party -as Lenin had in 19IJ.7 than they can use this party to
gain raas.S; influence, The formation of a party in each' and every country,
in addition- to .-the correctness 'of the cadre ls program in theory,strategy
and TACTICS yauet also include -day to day AC-TIOH in the class struggle to
the degree that the group or faction can-'participate*

The Failure.of the-State. ;; ' ';''.'

aln the liberalist epoch,the failure of the state appears at the end
of a>,revolutionary wave, ••>!&-. the epoch of State 'Capitalism the failure
of ,thevState-. appears at "the- beginning of a revolutionary period(p» 39)
This concep t -o f - the State-land the crisis of capitalism istoo mechanical
and schematic,*' I,t does hav© an element of trutk^bmb is not factual* In-
stead "of speaking of the iiberalist epoch and the State Capitalist • '•
epoch,which does not f iU the economic re-lationsjDf the crisis'of capi«-
talism,we wil l-speak of the developing -stage,and the--decay stage of cap-
italism. Yesterday,in the developing stage,it was rio't all liberal!stic,,
and today in the decay 'Stage- i t is not all State capitalism,eyen though
state intervention mus.t^pntinue to prevent'further decay; In" the liber*-
alist epoch we had plenty..of. svtepe toward state capitalism and :plenty of
react ion j^and in the state capitalist epoch these comrades speak of xi/e
liave liberalist policies,different in form,but the same in content. Yes-
terday it was liberalist under capitalist partiesjnow when-the 'crisis
develops it, is liberalist under Social Democracy^the Labor :Party, the
actions" of the Anarchists in Spain,etc»,i»e*»,under Social Reformism.,,to
•tern. the tide of 'revolution 'until reaction can reorganize its forces and
its,.state* • . - : . • •

.The schema of-the ultra-lefts is similiar to the'-many'-sehemas of the
Stalinists in this way. In analyizing problems,the Stalirii'sts eithersaw
a world wide revolutionary situation,or a world wide non-revolutionary
situation;;or .only black reaction,or everbod'y as fellow travelers. The
ultra-lefts s-ee State Capitalism everywhere today,in Russia,in all cap-
italist countries,etc> ; . • • • • . ' - , . . . . . '

More important is the fact tha-t-the'••"failure of the State Will not al-
ways APPEAR AT TnS, BEGIHNING; of a. revolutionary period as this thesis '
claims* .In the decay of capitalism- t&ere -are -sharp turns and shifts •'. .' .
.,'hich will call, for 'different-strategies and tactics almost overnight—
not different programs. When* ifehte- failure or' the state arrives,at this or
that juncture it can easily be determined by a Marxian leadership in
••o,ch country and in each crisis. It would be just as fatal to see this
i'-iiiure of the state .-t.o.o soon as Itrwoftld be to see it too late. It ean-
r.ot be laid down : as a-, blue, -print tha't^ijn '-the decay stage it will always
arrive at the beginning'of" the crisis''; - "



ihe Left Communists Criticize Those to the Right,

In the introduction to this quarterly the "Left Communists "lump to-
gether all groups and factions to the right of them and criticize them
in one broadside. They speak of those groups (Trotskyites) who support
,the Labor Parties, the Labor Party governments,, the different forms of
bourgeois democracy, etc » We of the RWL oppose these concepts from the
left* we have ample literature, to reveal our position on Trotskyism re-
garding these questions* The ultra-lefts condemn those who in one form
or another support the state in the Soviet Union, or the economy,no mat-
ter what they say about Stalinism* But in this case the Sc^hactmanites,
(Independent Socialist Leaguê , agree with the Ultra-Lefts* Their position
is basically the same?as is the ease 'of many Trotsky factions, even
though different terms are, used* The CannonitesCSoeialisfc Workers Party)
hold to the old Trotsky position on the Soviet Union* But this old Tret-
sky position is not the position of the Revolutionary Workers League*

Whereas, the Cannonites call for "material aid and political criticises
for Stalinism in tim© of war (as they did for the People's Front in
Spain) we reject ALL material ,,aidri tp̂ f̂elinism, at. anytime_»(ji;d » emphasis:>
£e give our material aid to. the revolutionary iJarxists or independent
new genuine Soviets when they develop in Stalinist areas.

The Cannonites claim that Stalinism can in certain situations play a
progressive rolejjust like they claim that under given conditions the
trade union b.urocrats can play a progressive role. We of the RW1* say AT

TIMS can Stal.inismyOr the bourgfiis reformist s , or the social A
play a progressive role*(^d» iirapha s i s] The s e op p or t un i s t s of all shades"
can only play a reactionary role. The Soviet Union,. the economy below ittj
.hich is not Stalinism^as well as the Trade Union, which is not the cap—
italist trade union leaders, the organs, CAN PLAY A PROGRESSIVE ROL3 in--
spite of their' reactionary leaders in this or that given situation,

This the ultra-lefts do not understand any more that the Centrists
understand* But we ask, since we are to the left of these»and many other

ruest ions, from Trotskyisia^and we are to the right of the ''Left- Communistf*
* — where do we stand? Trotskyism calls us ultra<~lefts,and the it. tar*a— lefts

-.- ;.ll us Centrists* We are neither, we have a revolutionary program of
^aaratisfljxnd correctly so* The "Left Communists %are to the left of us as
'ultra-loftB-,and the Trotskyites are to the r-igh* of us as Centrists.
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