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After these quotatlons and arftments,not after the event,but bafore
the vvents as dates and oRizipnl letters will prove we should now re-—
turn to Cannon's "History" and see how he handles this phase of the de-
velopmehts .. ‘ “ ' : e

"Our organizational prbpesals,which we submitted to the Americ an Wors
kers party in our third meeting went a lppg way to facilitate unifica~
tion. We always believed that the program deoides everything.™(P. 179)
Program dedides every .. g,ves this is. correct,but the majority were
arguing verbally that "we" may be forced to whitel bven without a borg—
ian Progrom. Since the left wing forced this through Cannon speaks as
though it was alweys so,likc the rock.of &ibralter. But anyone who can
liquidate into the Socialist Party,as Gannon and others 8id,into a par
ty with' & non-uarxion program,whe issusd . no material or literature of
their own,and on ths contrary,who distributed the Sboinlist press and
votca for the Socialist Party candidete,Norman Thomas-can unite with a
slarxian program. If it is theoretically corrsct to liguidate an inde-
pendent PARTY (The WORK«RS PaRTY) as Cannon did into the Sociclist Por—
ty,then it is theorctically pormissable to units with another group,
WITHOUT & idaRAIAN PROGRaM. . A ; .

vannon said, "The projsct of fusion with the hiustites wos the some
thing in diffurent form,but .the Oshlerites didn’t recognize it-precise-
1y bscause the form was differcvnt. They forgave us the fusion with '
sluste,but with great f#ropidation,fear cnd prophiss of bad things to
come- of mixing with straonge peopls.(P. lS?f Such tripe, We were always
for- fusion;but only after nine months of pofnding ther into line and
g-tting o dMarxicn MIKIMUM program. We were for unitylout wusgtie did.
not - know)but we knew.of the French turn and the plans of iCannon and
Schactmen and wéwanted. to build an independent party. Net build to la-
tor liquidate into ths SP- - as was the outcome. Our fear and prophes-
ies came:.irue in the negative--the smashing of the promising Workers
Party and its liquidotion into the SP by Cennon ond Company. What Cane
non and Shactman lost in this.monecver invexpulsions;splits,walk'outs
cnd going home and theory,,is much more in time and manpower  than was
gained in the SP--and now in ‘the idea of a LABOR PaRTY, -Muste alone
was worth more than mony dozen Gannom ‘now has. Cennon, Shactman,helped
drive wuste to his present position. - 2 ! ’

' liugte,like the old school of IWW and sociclists at the turn of the
centlmty;hod personal integrity ond his words were as’ good as gold. Not
80 with Connon and Schactman. This turned iuste sour, I agree with Mus-

-te on this point,a man's word must bec "as good as gold'.

I have already pojhted -out that the lefit wing tr#dto obtain o mini-
mum Marxion progrom. Now I will givie you more. I romember -cleorly as
though it was yesterday when Mex breught .bnck the droft he and Muste
had worked out. I read it over and -then.talked to comrades of our own
caueus. It-was sickening. We had cgreed that we would only unite if it
wos, aerxion program;but this wes below it. Our fretion started what
the majority considerd a bitter fight ond correctly $0; After 2 knook-
down and drag out fight (Cannon couming in- én the tail cnd of it,return-
Ing from Poris)we won our points ond got our amendments ~eross. But
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the 1efhiwing;and;eé@eciq}Lny%ﬁﬁé}gwere never forgiven for this, I
now quote in rfull the document wo-sent‘out on this phase of the strug-
gle. It is long,but vitol from.2 pdliticnl point of viecw. I am not in
cluding the TuCiWICAL awtlluiiiNTS te this document. The fnet that the
l1ast draftrineluded our points-gnd we'Woted for it is suffiene with-
out burdening fou with more thon ihvig long document. Here ik is:

L ¥ 3

DRAFT PROGRAMATIC DECLARATION FOR THE NEW PARTY
+ QOctober 29i1934 - T : Lot ira

¢’
! 5

A R
- The draft progremmatic declara%idn for themew party thotihcs been.
presented by the joint committee of the Communist League .of ‘America - o
ond the amerddgnn Workers? Party i5asubject to.further médifiication be-
twoen now ~pd the unificntion convention. The document must first pe.ss
" thru. the notioncl committse,the mewhorship cnd finally the conwention
of en~ch orgonization. In this time  -the docunient will be nodifiod.
But in which direstion depends on tHe.pressurc excrted By the centrists
ardd the worxist elements The orgniization which is able to exert the
groater pressure will nodify. the dgelayotion in aceordance with its
tendency, . ... - LS L o
i . i L IS S :

At the-Tirst Joint commitice meeting that considercd the document
o VERBAL cgreeument wos renched on o nininum Meorxion progrormmntic dec—
larations riuste and Schoctman were appointed o subcommittee to put it
in writing. after o week of -intcense work by the subcommittes and sever—
ol lcorrections by our MIC the written draft wes finatly brought up to
what it is now. The written -drcf+t-is LESS thon thc verbal agreement.
The Qroft is considerdad by courndes Shactiinn.andSBwobeck to be a satis
fretory bosis on which to unitg., «bern moved.in the N.C. that it be
corrceted if possible,while Ochler .considers. the vresentt 8raft an inad—
equate. bagis for. unity. Between the positions.of Sheoetmrn and Swabeck
on the one hond,ond the position of Abern,on the other,there:-i's only
o diffcrience of. degreo. Jhe position of.:0ehler differs radically. from
boths the posision, of Bwabeek .and Shoctuon and the. position of Abern,

..., The present, draft nust.be improved,must be mods atk least a minimum
torxion progroammotic. declaration. As it stands now it is below a nminiw
num and ean-be: successfully atbtooked -on sonie, ¢ff: its fornulations of the
fundniental- concepts of il#xisiy by the Stolinists ~ndthe Sociol Deno~
crats to, say nothing of the other groups.-in the country and in the in~
ternational working class movenent. Unific~tion with the AWP rust toke
place on the basis of 2 nininum sinrxinn progren to give g1l Merxists
in the new party regordless of where they come from o correct hiorxist
base to defend warxisn-not only cgoinst centrist or refornist tenden—
cies in the new party but ~lso ~goinst the. Sbalinists and the Socinl—
ists, S - . ' '

The Draft presents soie of the nost fundorlentinl’‘concepts of sicrxisn
thru the odiu of gentiist formwmlotion ohnd nethods, On the one hond,
the document contcins formul-ntions thet ennble both eontrists ~And licrx
ists to rend in their formultsw In other words ‘these nre gentrist form
ulationse. On the other hond the document dontoins two formulhs on the
same point,c centrist formuln and o formula that oan poss for the Morx
isn-formula. In other woris the draft is so constructced on some: points:
th=t, both centrists and snrxists con hong up dheir-hots on the same
peg,expound their different doctrinss,~ndfeel ot home under the game -
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progroimetic roof. In short the prog?nmmatic declaration is o centrist
document and if it is ccepied og it stonds,cnd as the N.G. proposes,
as the. programmatic Bosis of the new party,ths new' party will be not

. barxist party;but o gentrist porty.. :
. !‘j C e N RN . . SR B

R . N A R I i
" Ef our-international pighnizdtion which exists 08 @ an importhnt

theoretical or orgawizabicnnl force,were: to- send' bpeé section into a
refornist or'centrist pabty os a toactiec~l mansuver that did not invole-

ve the question of the liquidation of ourgworid'parﬁy Or - group.,we
would enter og’'on organized factionm,with oulk owa Prdgrom,our own press,
cnd carry on. activity fob sux progrome * ¢ v Ly, S

‘ [} © e N X N

.o Lo et E v ‘, . S R r - ’ . ‘ :-.' ;‘.'1' .: ‘ ; ; . .
But the. unification with t@e'AWEqisgnnx¢ﬁ{$rely Bifferent orgonizmes
tional step.!The Lecgue is not gbinhg td enter this tiew perty o8 an: or-

. gonized footkdon on its own specinl program;publiciy ahnounced,and with

its own spscitl press. The Lecgue is going to unite with: o . Centrist
group on{nltho.we oy the larger orgnnization)the hosis of pority in
the lending coumitiees ond posts. There will be ofie prograom.and one

J ! »

If the party is to be - Larxi¥t“Party the progromatic deelaretion

+omust be-o. minimum sarxicn document¥*ihen centrists: ond Marxists unite
- ppon -2 minimum Marxian program the. party is a Mprxist porty with cen—
irists in itg xronks. Coe : '

PR

P g ANRE . ' R
" The force thnt obtfins the program it wonts—centrist or Marxists
will hove the key position in the inevitable internal struggle of the
lorxists to gssimilate the centrists that will follow. ©On the posis of
o centrist doecument our comrndes,-oll the lMarxists in the party-connot
effectively fight cgninst the:revisionist charactexr of the articles for
onr mress;theoreticcl organand the o~ 7 oo o . A
S ,subjefit matier of our forums,study courdes nhd-other
activity offered up and conducted by the centrist elements. All this

mrterdial ¢on rodieally effect the charccter and clarity of the propa~—

gnonda and slogans of the new party in. o centrist direction. akl of this
revisionist material con ond will claim the shump of approval of the
porty for it will have .o bose in the centrist formulabkions of the pro-
grom ond will be legalim the portyf and it will go out to the masses in
the name of Marxism, . _ T .

The following Marxicn concepts are modified cnd presented in typioal

centrist fashion:

formule tione. But it is in reslity o formulation:

1, The Dictatorship of the Prolotorict. atithe end of the first par
ogroph of the-seétion Consolidntion of Workers Rule,it reads, "Thus the
workers stote,while assuring and continunlly extending far more genuine
and substanticl democratic rights to 2ll those who nccept the nsw ord-

- ..crs thon ever . enjoyed by‘the mnsses:under;czpit&lism,will function a8 o
,qﬂictatgﬁgﬁimef‘th@,?@iire_WQﬂKiQEMQlQSSn” . S S
L O L, C

~The. weight of this. section is on workers'® democracy,not on the iden
of the workers? stote as o repressive instrument ogainst the enemy cla—
s5ses. To some it moy appear as o mere matter of smphosis or stylistic
designed to permit the

{

| , with the AWP is not.
It.is o contrist document. ‘ "

*#The .one presented by our: NEC in gonjunction.
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also speak in our formnlﬂ; ' .L;‘ o ,;im,..
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~rw:tsmnlsm of . pqople llke hook who,w1th the support of the AWP, conr

ceive the workers® state.gs o demoeracy which will fight its clﬁss en-—
emies when 3t is attacked ‘to prescrve this democracyi The formulation
in hu progrom opens the door for o revisionist concebption of the work-
ers? stote. Under this.formulation,. hnhpxt*s formula of, the workens?
state as & workers’democrﬂcy can be,upheld £md %Gl@V@T‘haPXiStS“uﬂqﬂ

-.J' ).
X S B

. 2. The Gonguest of PDWer mvery word of ‘this, seciion has Deanbak-
en from the second droft of thg aWP progrom. The whole.sectionds weak,
woshed out,centrist position. aAfter speaking of the Workura’ Coﬁnclls
taking power the draft so ys;"Thls will be no violation of: essential dem
ocratic prlnclﬁles,for it is not the existing governmental forms,rep-

- resenting the interests only of the capitalist ninority,but the Work-

ers® .Gouncils, that express the political and sociclpinterests of the
socicdlky preductmve element of the nation.” This-apologetic pvﬁsantk-’
tion is notethe bhold language of rcvolutionary thought. Worsel? In this
scntonce,too, is the germ of Hook's iden of the workers' State whigh is
likewise cxprossed in the pqssage on the Gonsolidatlon of Workers?® Rule

But here it is even clearer, The Workers' Stote fﬂr from belng in
essence a dictatorship is presented here as o "genuine™ democracyiMore~
over the entire reviflution is prescnted here as a struggle for.demcpﬁ»
acyl-—-the Workers! Councils origincte in the defensive struggle again-
st capitalism for demoecratic rights,take power'"nd thun estublISh Tgene—
ulne“dumocrucy! .

Vte do not obgbct to the idea that the workers? statw will afford
demoocracy for millions who are denied 4t under capitalism, But democra~
cy is not given 2 class basis in tha draft, It is presented in typical

<;11berﬂllst1c:fsshlan as an reternal, bﬁtwact principle or category.

h
nowff T thls s from.mﬁrx1sm cqn be scen from the follOW1ng quo-

* tation from. THe Stote and Revolutions. "Democracy is notifdentical with

majority rule, Noy,Demogracy is o Stztg which recognizes the subjection
of the minority to. the majority,that is,an orgaonization for the system-
~tic use..of violence by one clposs ogainst thepother ,by one part of the
populsa tlon against the other.® - )

Unlike this.quotation the weight  of the. section an the conquest
of power leans heavily against the 1dea of every "democracy'being,in
rc”llty, b bottom,fundgmbnt 1ly,1n essonce a closs dlct borship,

.o

ThlS sectlon does not spsok of ﬂhe ovorthrow of cap1tallsm,of

- what must be-dong to the-capitalist Statu;it does not discuss owr posi-
. tion onparlinuentary methods iof taKing :power;nor . does it explain EOW

we toke powers Lt is not necessary to ude uhe words "armed insurrcctioh
but it is necessnry to do mqre thon legave on -opening ag the droft dges,
to say thaese things 2t o later daﬁe,when the draft says “the worksrs
must he preparcd to use whatever means are necessary"These thlngs mist

Jeistated explicitly in the .classic-warxist terminology or in other
: 1qnvuggb which does not wetken or xev1se,thv 1de M

It is trub thut some of thuse p01nts ﬂrc to be found 1n other .
soetlons of the document. But o progrommetic draft is not o patch~work
puzzles and when thesc indispensable points’are not included -in the.
scction in which they properly belong the,material which is presented
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in thai section 1s lLSS than mhryzst is centrmst, .
3, Not once does the document use the word communlst or ¢ OrImYn ~

ism in g positive sense as for cxample,a classless commuhist socictys
while on the other hgnd the document frequently uses the words social-~
ISLUﬂM18001“llSt and s, fur>qs the use of thése terms are concerned .

lays dohn the 11ne for thexropﬂgch~ cnd literature of . the new parityo.
lhe exchiubion of one term and the use of the other in our propagondan
an® literoaturc will tend to create the iupression that- the Workers Por=
tv 15 o2 8ocin 1lst P2 hah ot o

Thp content of the progr“m shows a bad tenduncy to- abtribute to
commuhlsh the errors of Stallnism and expresses its centrist charavter
among other ways,by the inclusion of the negotive aspects of Stalinism
‘mda. criticism of thb CI ond the CP,USA, and the rcge@tion of - the use
of soclallsm and 5001Lllst in this connoﬂtion& .

_ _ wThG GT&thlSm of the sociallst p;rty eon51ders the fundamentni
error of socicl democrﬂcy to be 1ts concept of the state, This is =
trucybut it would be fatel for . intvernationalists to ignore the positim
of SdOl al democracy on the colonjicl yusstion over which together with
the giestion of the State the 2nd Internationd] hit the ﬁocks; The col-
ohinl question involves other nrnn01pla questlons in uddl $idn t0 the -
question of the nature of the stote. TO. ignore it would b to pave the
way for o 'repitition of the scme funfomental » tlonalist~dpportun1st
errﬁrs whlch can flow from.thls omission, '

B In cht the droft tokes o stup in thls futnl dlrectlon,»»ln
the section Golon1 1 Peoples. 'The draft stands for self-determination
fOP’thu QOlOnl”l Dboples and for 1mm@d1ate 1naependence of the golon~
ies. Thot is ns for as 1t goes. sAny 1libural eon acgept this ‘Position..
The renl problem of the emqn01pﬂtlon of ths colonial peoples and opps
ressed nations relly stolits Whvrb the draft stops, wnd is not even in-
dicated inthe draft by so much’as one word. Not even o reference is
made in the draft to the foet thot the struggle .for emnnclp“tlon in the
colonies is orgﬁnlohlly reloted to the revolutidn in the United Staotes,
let ﬁlone th idoo thot the lotter is, in tho end ueelslve for the . form-
ers | N | _ . . N
Horsover,a Marxion purty in an 1mpur1ﬂllst country coannot consi-
der revolutionary activity in the opprussed colonius ns the exclusive
work of its sister partics. It must assist them by all possible means
in their struggle cgainst the COmEION onemy,bqth before and after 1t
bbleS pObe‘ltSblf : .. .

'The bagic p01nts of the Lenln th331s~2nd Congruss of the Cl--
rust bb embodl’d in th¢ droft. . _ :

6 Tne crltlclsm of Strlinisd is llsted bntlrely as o eriticism
of Coamunists and the Third Internationnl. This. is doubly significant
in vicw of the foeot that Positive references to communism are omitted
from the draft. Two diffcrent concepts of.the degeneration.of the Com~
intern are contoined in the draft under the Muste-Hook-AWP formule,
thot the "twin source of the degencrocy and impotence® of the CI and
1ts sectilons are "the rise of fundamental cnti~llnrxiacn hationnlist ten-—

encics cnd the cbondonment of the principle of morkers‘denocracy.” At
flrgt slght the “twln source” arrongenent looks os though it gives eqg—
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qurl stotus to our liorxigon conception ~nd Hook®s rovisionisme But it . -
is not soe 4 closer excminction shows that the section is weighted in
f~vor of Hock's re¢visionism. In the and. perograpi of the ‘subi~secction
‘De—the Communist Party,-they hove Qllowed us «to ‘include in o wotcreé-—
down form cnd with ~ for from corrcct crphasis and in totdlly false re—
lationisto party denocrocy,the theory of sociclism in' oho country. In
foet the section is so written that both centiists ond Morxist® eon
find o bose for their conceptions in the same’ seetions, To say. that
the revisionist concepts of Stolinism and the abandonnent of workers?
dumeerncy cre the twin.orrors is frlsc. Because the notionolist revis-
ionism which is Stclinism adopted tho theory of soeciclism in one coun-
try-it was forced to develop the system of bureauecrccy which hod atise
en in Lehin's time ‘on o world sccle as.its menns of putting neross its
false boncepts cnd wetoining its power .and prustigé%;ThatAis the only
¢orrect way to présent ithe%the—tha criginal -text¥Unds ot this Ppint
but priob~bly mecns ~-the progroaimotic Declaration for the New Po oy wid-
itor? ' .

. - .

.5 _7.In-discussing ‘the New Inturnctional,the §roft says:®The Wor-
kers? Party is thoreforc prepared to coopurate with cll groups ond por-
ties which stond on the some fundomental progrom o8 our own for the
specdiest possible ecstoblishuacnt of theNew Intornationnl.®™ This im .-~
not-cnough. ®n the question of an internctionnl party o liorxist prog—.
ramxetic draft nwust explain whot we nican by'an internationals Tho son-—
trists ond reforriists have 2 concept of o World Party which is fundo-
nentilly different froi: thot which we biorxists hovds In o Corrmnist
Internctional the porty is o world party with scotions in cnch country
which cccept inturnctional discipline. This st bo explicitly 'stoted
1f the .draft is to bo o knrxist docugont. - I

8.The thosis does not toke wp.the quostion of dertocrobic cen—
btralisiyclthough this is onc of the points contoined in Qegtion 28 of
Port 3 of our pre-conferencce thesis adopited by our NG and;isSupd-as an
internal docwient. Scction 28 lists-13 points which,it says,conprise o
rinirun Merxion progrorn on which the Leogue can unitc with ‘the AWP. A
p2rty bascd cn denocrctic controlisp is listed as’peint “e". 'The sig-
nificnnce of “its onission in the draft san be understood correctly on-
ly when it is considercd in the light of the groent enphasis which the
draft,under the pressure »f the coentrists and the "softness"of our No-
tional Coimiittec,lays on workers'denocracy. Under -cover: ¢f the fornu—
lation of wérkers? deiocrcey the coentrists want to cxelude or water
dewn to cibiguity every phase cf- deuocratic eentralisn,.

They do 'not want o liorxist party. WVhy? Becouse they have in
their ronks penple vho cre right-wingers and congenital orgenizational
Lwensheviks ~upon whomthey lean for support and with whoo they . would
core into serious conflict over questions of discipline and loyalty in
a party based on democratic centralism. The Marxists will havse-to con-
tend with these people. Some they will transforn. into reyoluttionists an
and others they 'will have to -drive out: of the party. ‘For the success—
ful accomplishment of the formér task-as well as the latter they will |
need a party which clearly affirms the principle of deméeratic central- :
isme snd in the first place they need it clearly stated in the program.
As the draft stands now in this respect it gives the advanbtage to the
centrists and right-wingers and handicaps the Bolsheviks. :

9+ The thesﬁé‘dbes'npz deal with the question of the permanent
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revolutions. If anyone thinks the seotion dealing with world. socialism
covers. this he is badly mibtaken. No one insists that the draft dise
cuss the permanent revolution in its full,rounded form. But if the
draft' is to ba a.ldarxist documeént it mist contain in simple language,
if that is 41l we can get after trylng to get more,the elements of the
theorye ‘On this basis we can fight, inside of the new rarty to develop
the programatlc elements to_their highebt lewel, .. Lo

10. Lhe thewis takes up the questlon of the allles of the Worklng
class and lists the Negnn Jpeople as one of the gllless This is %he Stal—
inist concepts. And it opens the door for the entirs’ Stalmnlst position
for self-determination,a separate Négro republic in. the so-8allsd Black
Belt and inevitably. the democratic dictatorship of” the proletariat and
peasantrye The oppressed colonial peoples,the. farmers,etoaare Bhe' Ak~
ies of ALl of the JORKL?S of the country Negro,Whlte etcs To entirely
shut the dopr against Stalinist revisionism on the Negro question the
draft must state that the negro share-croppers and the upper layers or
strata of the oppressed Negro race.of Negro bourgeoisie and pstty bour—
geoisie,together with the colonial peoples,etc,farmers;ete,are.the al~
lits of all the American workers negro and whlte etc,

L ile The role of the revolutlonary party is treated 1nadaquately’

The draft correetly states the role of the party in leading the prole-
tariat to the seizure of powers. But there the draft stopse The whole
post-Leninist period demonstrates unfortunatoly in a negative sense,
the esnormously important role of the party in the transition perdiod to
Socialism. Stalinist disorientation and strangulatlon of the vanguard
party has demonstrated that when the party is disoriented the working
class is disoriented. Moreover the digorientation of the party and the
class of the only workers®state have contributed mightily to the disor—

ientation of the international party a apd classa WWhen the party and . -
class of the workers? state are disoriented they and the internafional
party and class cannot advance correctly along the roads of the world
révolution and the laylng of the foundation of socialist. gconomy. 411
this now is a part,of the ABC of Marxism. It cannot be omitted .Prom &
programmatlc dbolaraﬁlon which professes to be and must be llartist, '

The, Sb@tlon on the role of the party does not state ‘the relation
of the party to the workers? siate and the workers? councils, Why? Ob~
viously because this touches on the queStion over which Shadiman for
the Leggue polemicized with Hook who really represented the aWP:the
guestiion of the dictatorship of the.class and the sodcalled dictator—
ship of the party. Failure to state the relatlon in even an abstract
form is an unprincipled concession to rev151onlsm and centrlsm.

- 18. The thegis does not consider in its proper relationship the
basis contradictidn of capitalism, It refers to it; 3it speaks of phases
of this contradiction,but it doés not -staté what' the contradiction it
self isithe contradmctlon between socialized production and gapitalist
appropriation,which is the ba51$,w1th1n the gphere of production,of ths
contradiciions of ACCUWULATION,of . production and the world market of ;
production and nationsl " boundarzes of the enormols increase of Droduc~
tive capacity and an army of mllllons of permanent unemployed etco

. - Although the documenu contlnually speaks of 1nternat10nallsm the
+agtk remains that its internationalist asbects are only secondary con~
siderationse. The document is not at all permeated with the spirit of
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internationalisnm like the Declaration of Four. as a result thg document,
is more of a national.document:in this sense with a national approach
than an internat ionalist document. This is a Programatic . statement,not

1 propaganda document  which has to be written down to the simplest level
Internationalism and the basic contradiction of world capitalism should
run through it like a red thread. The role of American imperialism shou~
1d be set into this internationalist ecntexi. Because thé questioh of
internationalism is handled incorrectly the concept of imperialisn is
incorreckly trieated, although a whole section is devoted to imperialism
% war rhe draft fails to explain what imperialism is as a stage of world
capitalism and reduces to a number of desoriptive abstractions the sen-—
tances in ‘the ‘'section. For the same reason the colonial question is pre—
sented so lightly. This is also the reason such basic concepts as the
aorld perty;the canquest of power,and the relationship of the party to

the Soviets 'wnd the Dictatorship of .the Proletariak are handled in cen—

trist fgﬁﬁidﬁ, .

The wmussites are already pressing for further centrist modifica-
tions of the .déeclaration. aAgainst thelr pressure we must press our NC,
not only to resist.the ,pressure of -the iusteites but to press fdér the .
inclusiongof the peints contained in the following amendments in order
to make the document a luarxist one, VWe are confident if the NC will a-
dopt this course it can prevail on-the Musteites to make fundamertal
concessions, - - . Lo . '

t . ? - :
- (This document of 'the Communist League of America,Left Wing ‘ends heree
Part-II of the Suppressed Chapter continuess.) . ' >

i »

Liquidation into.the Socialist Party. .. |

1 have already dealt briefly with the question of the "French
Turn®™ of Trotskys. You must kecp in mind that this problem was forced u-
pon ¥s as a parallel problem with:the negotiations with several groups,
of whieh'only the:iluste group negotiations materdalized in organic un-—
ity. Our Left: Wing was forming. out -of negessityjout of principle strug—
gles maturing after the German defept and the rise,of Hitler.lwss a top
committee memwber,and at that the only new comrade added to the top com—
ittee as a fulldl fledged member- in the whole period.of the American
frotskyism- up to the’ lignidation, That was when our left wing fight dev—~
clop:d and Gordom and Clarke were given a poskion on the top commitied
slnce-they were needed not only against Shadiman but especially against
the new left wing.-This *French Turn®split <VERY GROUP IN JVERY COUNTRY,
siore comrades were lost in this period than were gaingd on a national
scals in the Socialist entrve o - . ‘

- Splits took place in Genmany,Franee,England,Spain,Belgium,United
States,argentina,Brazil,Chile,Cuba,Ching,and several cther countries.
The Left Opposition lost the POUL in Spain meinly because of the French
turn and if we had Beld an internctional with the POUM inside,it may
have beeni possible .with this internatiohal force to turn the tids in
Spain and alsol the advent of the imperialist wars This we will deal with
Later- in more detail, : S -

L Let us return to the effects of the French Turn in America. I
wgs on aitour for the League and wrote the secretary a lebter which
sums up my position at the very start: R :

——dnyp . -
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Kansas City hlo,.
august 21-1034

I have read what few documents you sent on the quéstion of the
French Leagues, In addition to this we discussed this in brief before I
reft Wew Jork for Minneapolis. Now I have the following to say,and at
the same tiwe cast my vote in opposition to the position of comrade

Trotsky.

To carry out: a maneuver of sending the French League into the

fiFﬁench Socialist Party (S.F.1.0.) at this critical juncture .of thetast

of . organizing a Fourth International and with the extremely relative
short psriod ahead for decisive action in France would,in my opinion,:
retard the world lobhor.movement,our objective and result in just the
opposite of whet comrade Trotsky. claims.
. 3 Elesndr

I think the difficult organizational position we are in,in Fra-
nce is 0 a great extent due to the organizational mistakes of our Hur-
opesan scctions in the immediate past period since we adopted.the pers-
peetive ,of - the*Fouth International. These past mistakes cannot be cor-
rected by another mistake,entry into the SFIO,nor is there any other

short cut to the massceg.

1 congider comrads Trotsky mainly #esponsible for this, It scems
as though his whole pblitecal Xife hag been ‘sugh that his sharp,brilli-
ent and scientific theoretical apndipoliticai Positions have always been
blunted by his own organizational blunders. In France,he is repeating
this, The examples of hiarx?® action in 1848, Plokanov?s action and Lenint
advics to the British sectian mro??gﬂéipég;than what the document des—
ireses ey %“;£~1 S | E

It was fortunate that Irotsky®s faction in 1917 could join Len-
in¥s PaRIY,otherwisc Irotsky*s brilliant ability could not have besn ex~
ploited for the interests of:ghe SoyjanuUnionﬂand;the world revolution.

We ne&d 'politicel INDEPE%DEN¢E thrdugﬁ?avp&ﬁ%y,political inde~
pendencc of-a faction in the présenmt Prench sitbwmtion and in aetion it
can become a party. Shrough united front action on all fields and thr—
ough faction work in all worksr's organizations we can reach the mag—
s68.:a SPlit in the SP is inevitablé. Ws HUST HAVE A FACTION WITHIN BUT
Wi WUST NOT DISSOLVE OUR LEsGUB. (present emphasis)

. . fhe League is capable as an independent faction,until unity with
other forces are ohtained to build-a Marxian Party. o -

CeessseriesebBlilding g faction within the SP and enterding enméss
ag o body.is entirely twerddifferent things. o _ .

The principle question of in&éﬁ%ndenée of a political pearty can—
not be brushed aside because we are only a faction and an enbryo of a
rartys. Our weakness ill the wore calls-for-political aclarity. S

.+ . sersve.need -a stronger IS{International Sceretariat)it
needs a French League. The French League needs a foction within the SF,
ihe Internationel must susdidize the French League, =~ R

..My international resolution of last January,which has not been
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acted upon one way or the other{This Wes August,present emphasis) by our

NEC at least laid the basis for action and to avoid the present develop- .

mentse . - oo N S Ca , _
' » ssoRather- than consolidation of our . own faction internationally,

first the IS and Trotsky have fléundered around in nogotiations net | ;
based upon rdunded ofganizational préogramatid.steps. The NEC in i%s ne-— ;
;otiations for one year with only a draft program on this question this |
June hag committed the same error. . | ,
. Fratérnally yours, o
‘.. Hugo Oehler - | ;
L ) - » o 9 'l
£t this early date a clear- line of opposition to the liquidation
policy was laid down and from then on ong can understand- wh'y Cannem and
others could only resort "o §lander o cover up-their -capitu ation. S
They repeated in the ‘Left -Opposition against  the left what the Stalini. *
ists did in the‘CP.againsﬂ4th§ngft~0ppositioﬁ.f1hey answered political :
arguments with slander’ and name calling., C :
. o 3
TO B CONTINUED "
o - o e ‘._ _'., "l- PR l . ;
~_The article above is a ¥»ply to James P. Cannon's book,"The His— 5
tory of smerican Trotskyism. It appears serdally inm the International ' ]
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“UATCRITICISM OF THE
LEFT GOMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

. Lol < 2 .9 .

The Ultro-Lefts,right or wrong,who are intransigent in their main
political line have kept alive a faction all through the days of Fascist
suppression in Italy and. in; Bupope through "the rise of power of Hitler
(after Mussolini)and aftep . porid war two. These revolutionists must be
riven credit: Tor their class struggle against capitalism,even though
from the ‘stahdpoint of sarxism they are wrdng on sgveral:guestions.One
thing can ‘be.-said for them,and. it2is a mountain--that they have not ca-
pitulated. to the different currents and tendencies of capitalismes This
cannot be aid for.the different factions 'of centrism,such &s.Cannonism,
Schachmanigu,Poumisn,and left factions ofisocinl democracy-—as well as
factions of the, anprchists. o B O

History has favored the Italian Fagtion ofithe Communibkts of yeater-—
day,the Bordiguists. Since history has brought Italy to the fore in the
post war situation.and.enabled the Lef} Commuindsts to grow here asthe
POUW grew in Spaih- affer 1936.But™#Witk history favor the left communists
or will' tHey g0 down ‘the roasd the POUil tookiin. Spginjor the Trotskyites
en ‘an internstibnal scals? Wdw their program is decisive,as yesterday
the program of these former groups was decisive, That is——if they have
allarxien program they have a good opportunity of turning the tide,of
chénging the course of mankind--frem decay Capitalism to-growing Sodial-
ism. dot the Socialism of &fngland;or the Second International,but:the
Socialism and/or Communism of Marx,:ngels,and Lenin,

The Left Communists have the advantage of growth,due to the objective
conditiong in Italy that faver them today as it favored the POUM ‘yester—
‘day. Yestérdey the PQUL and its program failed miserbly(except its:left
wing under Rebull)so today,what will the left communists do.in Italy?

. Ahey have issucd the Autumn. 1949 quarterliy,the INTERNATIONALIST,and its
D6 printed piages. They present .their main program and their main 1ine
of morceh. Let us consider this and see what the balance sheet is.

. The first chapeer of this magazine,after the introduation deals with,
Ya Short History of the Left Communist Internationall, and what o hige
tory * Ihe Stalinists rewrite history to siit their own fake linej the
irotskyites rewrite history to fit their centrism,so does: the POUM-———
cnd now the Left Communists do the. same, diany of their old time’ comrad-
es wild cringe et this new version of Ristorye iany have had long pole-—
‘pics in pest years on the disputed guestions which appeer in this issue
of the magazine,and most important past disputes in the literature of
the Bordiguists. L [

Here is an example;"The path that the Left Communists inGicate is the
“one that Lenin himself followed in face of the war of 1914-38junder dif-
ferent historic conditions,but facing an identical phenomenon of oppor—
tunist ceorruption of Social—Demogra%ié*parties;this is the path of the
‘actionh worke." add to this sentance the following when the Left Commun—
1818 speak of the Communist International and WHO and WHOW ériticized
them. ®Irotsky replied to all the:crditics. of the policies ofithe Bxedu~
tive Comnittes of the Communist International {(and for whom he was the
reporter against us)fought .-by the Communists of Italymaking''his Own un-
counditionally,the thesis of the first four Congresses of the Internation
ale™(Page AB ' ' ~ o T
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Keep in mind tHe above two opp051te\qmbt tlons—-Lenln 18 OK——and Trot-
sky is the scoundrel-——and: nowhere in_the entire docunient do the Left
Communists tgke up Lénlﬁ‘slﬁfl IGISu o ThuSﬁ €0l.RADLS jnor do. they admit
the FaCE thdt Lenin ‘and Trotsky were-ANE: i thelr dlspute in the first

Tour Gongresses against the Ul ra—Lefts;

ThlS is NOT, the way-to rewrlte hlstory.IT was LleN,not Trotsky,who
1ssukd hig feampus pamphlet *left~iTing Communism,in Infankile. Disorder™,
. polamic against the Itqll an,German,and other Leftists, Trotsky was
aerely carrying out,in full agraement the line of Lenins But-today,1949,
the ultre-lefts try ta claim . Lenin is OK and Trotsky IN ThaT EERlOD JS
IRONG, No,history will not substantiate suoh fake. rewriting,po uore than

}lt w;lm.substantlate Cannonﬁs rewriting of the american History of Trot
"ukylom. If you waht to be honest with yourself and, the working class,
and in critiecizing Trotskv for his role in this ;periodjthan you must al—
g0 criticize Lenin for his leadership in this fight ugalnst thu left and
his book against the. ultra—lefts, et oo

*his you not only faxl to do. But on: the oontrary,you try to 1eave
thye impression that yOU are carrying on. the fiight of Lenin against op-
pnrtunlsn &ocldllsﬂ,Stallnlsr Lrotskyxsm,and what not‘ .

Tie w111 return te Lenln § pamphlet agalnst the ultra—lefts because we
vant to know.hon yoR, gct and think today about his .crtticism of yous
Tou have graclously 1gnored his thssis 3INCo FaSCISM HAS BoEN QUSTED IN
LTaALY, Why? Why the silence onm such a, number of- 1mportant questlons?

Trotsky and the Left Communlsts'

' The qu?rterly we' speak of (nutumn 1949)deals in’ length w1th Trotsky.
e is their whipping boy. 3ut is it not a bit late? ~nd is it not a.bit
unethical to 1ndulge[1n the, argumen@s yvou present? We have nothing in
common with. cupltallst (bourgegls ethlcs)but werdo hold high proletardian
(working class)ebhical relatlons. (Lﬁelabsrately mixed.up these two
snglish~French terus) : N ,

.The RVWL split with Trotsky in the early thirties,after the German de-

'fect and.before the Spanish defeat. We are not: Trotskyltes or a faction
of , Trotskylsm as our PROGRaM WILL ATT«ST. But we DELaND THAT HISTORY R:

;«;uRVﬂD factuallv Let the chips fall where they may. We will defend.
_¢fotsky egainst Stalinismyand others on political points where he ig .
correctyjust like we will, defend any one,centrismn against reformismjref-
ormnisi against capluullsm,ultrawlefts agalnst opportunism——where they
are factuald -and correct., We will do this,and.make our defense within the
framework of historical materlallsm maTXISma

In this ®short history" of the Left Communists,what do they say about
Trotsky? Let us toke a few iaportant guotations:i” The proof is that sh-
ortly befors the viciory,in Germany,Hitler,in 1933,to whom the German
Proleteriat which would have ,eompletely changed the 51tuat10n. see e

"The political tasks whlch Trotsky propqsed "to the Gommunlst Left of
all countries flowed of course from his theoretloalsund polltloal analy-
Qlc n - , .
"Because he cons:dered the state property(whioh he called colleo» -
" tive)as progressive and foresaw an-inevitable war{i.e. World War II)
between the Soviet State and the bourgeois states,the stratsgic obijec—
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*tlve which he assmgn&d,to the left was the defense of the U‘Sgng»

Gontlnmlng w1th severql sentances the Left says speaklng Of THDIR
position ageinst Trotsky,"It opened inother period in which capitalism
ffJCLS the §Worker‘ﬁ Stgte and, *Communist? Parties flghtlng for social~
;1sm in one-country.™ (Pﬂges 15-14) .. .

Nou we have 1t——Trotsky fouaht for the defense of “the Sov1ek Unlon
nd the uordlgulsts fought avamnwt the gheory ol soclallsm in oné céoun—
“try.in this previous period, Noﬁhlng is farther from the FACT, Let us
,,take up all these statements step by steps. _

..-_x '

: In the flrst place, even though we dlsagree pranclpally with Trotsky
;ourlng and .after the Germwn defeat,in all due repect to the facts,Tfot—
sky did HOT say that the German Gommunlst PARTY was the key to the In~
ftern(tlonal situation. This is a slight of, words, Irotsky said G.RuaNY
as the key to the 1nterna;10qul 31tuatlon, Irotsky said that IF ths
\ommnnlst Purty aid NOT adopt the program. he presented than Hitler .
JOULD -TaKs POVIR, He &rotsky,based his premise on his PROGRAM for ‘the
.Oommunlst Party. ¢hey rejected hls analys1s, ‘The. Stﬁllnlst analysiss -
was the opp051§e. In this period the Left Gommun&sts daid nothingythey
7id not agree with Trotsky or against Trotsky, Let thew quote from doe—
wments of that perlodo If 3 you argue against Trotsky ar all,you can only
Ergue against His p051t10n that he did not have a force capable and he
advocated the CP to adopt his CORR4CT PROGRaM{history proves. his core
rectness in the analysis)and you ean srgue that he should have not wast—
ed time on the. Cr, (Gn ck his docudents and’ program for Germany of this
oerlod)‘“i;‘ ‘ . _ _
But, the Left Commmnlsts clgim he wanted ‘the GP to oarry through “the
revolutlon on THEIR —ROGRAM~~that is the 1mpllcqtlona Noth&ng~is farther>
from the truth. - :

: But nmre 1mportant than thls asoect of the problem is the quotatlon
by the Left Communists that they,the Left Communists,rejected the Stal-
inist theory of Soclcllsm in one country and that Tr@tsky stoddl for the
iefense of the Soviet Union aS THE uaIN LINE OF MARCH, This is false to
Jnv core. 1t was Irotsky,not the Left Communists,not the Bordiguists—
Jut the Left Opposition,that pfesented the theoretical premige against
the Stalinist theory of "Socialism'in One Country®, It was the Trotsky
faction,the Left Opposition,that advocated the, "permanent revolution®the
world revolutlon the px’t.ensmn -Of the OGtober'revolut:on~~agqinst the
otalinist thsory- of "horder patrnls" fdr'the communlst partleo and the
Ydefense of the uOVlet Unlon.“, ny
: The Boralﬁulsts throuﬁn thls bulletln,are trying to attrlbute to
‘Irotsky the posit 1on of thlln and” are tcking over ilto themselves the
position of Tlotsky and . the Left Opposition. The printed materdal in
‘querﬂl languages vindicated. TIrotsky-~that he was the FIRST to oppose
the "theory of socialism. in one country®. It algo vindicates him and
"he left opposition against the Bordiguists regarding the.guestion of
whe "defense of the Soviet Union". Yes we defend the Soviet Union--buk o
ns our SHORT lever,our long lever is the ®permanent revolution®,the ex—
Caneion of tee October Revolution of 1917. It was Stalin and Stalinnﬁm,
not Trotsky and the. Left Opposition-that advocatgd as, the main ling~-
the defense of %he Soviet Union. .
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Let*the Bordiguists Juote from doduments prior or‘equaliin date to
Trotsky on this important theoretical and principle puestion, Candon and
Shaghtman have longtago forgdtten thls dspect of Trotskyism,8xcept 1lip-
service to words,not deg¢ds, . 0 7t T 0
A § N “ N A R L o i R s

We,of the RilL,have our differences with the Left opposition during
nd after the German defeat (Hitler seizure of_Pgwerkour documents. deal
‘ith this phase. (See tﬁé,serﬂgs of articles on A Suppressed Chapter
‘rom the distory of Trotskyism. Zditor Noté) ‘But the above peints are in

favor of *Irotsky ond not ‘the ultra-lefts. > °

P T

Futthermore,the "Left Communists say,Italian Communism was encbled to
say to Trotsky ‘that,¥it is precisely after the defect of the world ‘pro-
letarict in'Feb.,1933,in Germdny that it opened the ‘phase of the best

relations between the CapitaliS{jS%ateé~and the Sovigt Stater."(page 14) »

“Bhis is o wrong anolysis-of factual relations in the period of 1933-
15. We,the RUL,were the only force to poiht out that the Hitler*Stalin
Foctcontrary 1o words’ of “thé pact or opinions of *the'press,was merely a
nrekdde ond preperation: for WaR against the Soviet Unidry. by the extreme
' right of the explodters,thd fascists. The bluring over of ‘this relation

etween Fascism and botlrgois-democrecy by the ultrd-lefts “is not secon—
wary but fundemerdtal in their errors. What the 'Léft-Comminists see as a
"best-relations “between capitalism and the Soviet Union,is in reglity,th
the ‘Show-down (decisive Fight approaching) between Fascism and Communism
throdgh the ‘warped formg of Stalinism and Hitler Fascism, The treaty be
tweert Hitler and Stalin,ws, the RWL,predicted woudd end in war, This,
bistory confirmed. The relations with capitdist democracy ended in a
bitter "cold war® between the United States and its satillites,and the
soviet Union ahd *heirs. This ‘is contrary to the Ultra-left analysis.
e capMolidt denoérats 'Used the Stalinists and the” Soviet Union,and
the workers they controled in Italy ,France and other countries of EBure
Spe TO TS THS TID: OF POST WaR ReVOLUTION ¢TO DROWN IN BLOOD ThHu WORK:
‘RS RAVOLTS ©TO HOLD ‘IN CHUCK THE WORKERS wOVELNTS;through the: resist—
~nece movements in France,ltaly,Belgium,and all thdse countries where
tanglo~ameri’éan imperdalims whth Stalinism dominated the struggle of the
“mderground forces againgt fageism. The exploiters used Stalinism in the
.seond imperdalist war as they 'lised social demoancy ih the First “imper—
ialist ware But this was preparation for WaR against the Soviet. Unioh,as
. acts today prove;no reconciliation,as the lefl communists dlaim,” |
 Throughout these pages the Left’ Comiunists argue against Trotsky and
- 2laim that they are the followers of Lenin. Let them answer the above ,
rguements ,Lenin®s,against the Ultro-Lefts,and Trotsky's,against the
sheory of socielism ip one country,which they try to usurp,

The left colmiunists say,"Consequently,the Italien fraction of the Com
Jommunist Farty of Italy rejected the perspective whicgh Trotsky consid-
red inevitablej,of a violent attack ageinst the USSR,and envisaged the
ontrary,ths streéngthening of the links between’the USSR and t SPAR
dpdist states without implying that the Statifiﬁd;prppérty WOuﬁﬁéie OV~

“#hrown.” (Page 14)

B N . . T

+ -The whole comblex thought is contrary to immediats hiderscal facts.
the Pascists bloe DID CaRRY THROUGH A VIOLﬁNT'ﬁ?TACKfON,THE USSR, contra
Y to the gtupid opinion of the left communistse The fascists Were un—

L
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suceessful in_their'assult; If they had :defeated the USSR;they could

sasily defeat the capiteligt democracies. Mussolini would /still be.a
"ig Shot™ “n Tte'ly, The Fascists would rule thz world: The ultra-lefts
vould either be killed or-in Jail with the other revolutionists. after
the USSR stopped Hitler:cold,snd after the imperialist phase of .the war
Tas over,the war between capitalism and the Soviet Union was INT.ONSIF&
Lusbythe so-called "cold~war™ as it 'is known. This also oontradicts the
ultra-left thesis, Today a. war, bgtvien sapitalism and the USSR is inevi—
table. The time element is ®JErKy" and ghifting——but the fundamental
Llrotsky thesis of that period~~which was the thesis of the WEOLA LEFT
OrPOSITICH,RAMAINGS a fundamental analysise . o :

- -+ The ultra-lefts MIX UP Stalinism with the USSR because they congider
‘the USSR capitalidt. The Stalinists are doing. everything possible.to .
cheglk, to- stop,to drown in blood the extension of the October Revolution.
- But the capitalists,while using Stalinisum as their lpft arm against the
“workers$ are night and day preparing an inevitable war against the Sov-
igt Union, The Ultre~Lefts do not see a (distinction between.reactionary

apitalist trade union leaders and the Unionjbub, the exploiters do——and
Cthé explditers act accordingly. This.ultra~leftism,if followed by.work—

ers will*blind them to the dialectical contrhdictions of present day - ;
socliety between Stalinism and the USSRy - R T RS

-

- , .. . N ; oo ” e 's_' R o o ST
Do the Ultra-Lefts claim that the devastation of the major part of
suropean Russia by the Fascist armies,opened.the phase. of the best :re—

lations between the capitnlist states and . - the. Soyiet State " . .-
o * o . . : o~

“*"Uheén the left commnists criticlze fhe Trotskyites for ligquidating. -
their independent fordes inté the varties of the Second Enternational .
‘@iof the RUL can agree, But we do not agree in hindsightes Ve were the..
Fiest,not the ultra-lefts,in fighting’the Troisgyites on an internatiop-
ak scale for this prinéiple errors Ve were the first to lay down a the—
oretical position against Trotsky's position of .the "French Turn™., Let
the Ultra~-Lefts show their material of that period against Trotsky and
eolipareé-it to OURS3it will show thaty we,the RUL 1gd, and the Left Commun-
Lstsfolldwed, Now tHey claim that they were the leaders. Ve donl't object
to' this, We object to their'leck of POLITICAL aND THEORETIGAL ANALYSIS,
ihich we the RWL laid down in minute detail. T -

.

. . : Stalinism~-Centrism? ?
snother, secondary,but important aspect of the problem,is the fact

that throughdut the docuwaent we deal with,the left ceommunists refer to ,
talinlem as Centrism. Agein they miss the boats Even the centrist Trot-
K¥ites,not to speak of the RVL,changed their analysis of Stalinism,from
sentrism to reformism in the period of the German defeat of 1933,when
‘itler came to power. Why do the ultra-lefts still speak of Stalinism

s Centrism? Stalinism ig a right wing reformist movement. In Ffact some
~“0 80 far as to call it anti-working class today.We,the RWL,gall the .
~7akinists a reformist curreat,(reform in words,and counter-refolution—
Yy in oetion.) The Ultra~lefts are way behind on proper analysis,evan
shough they use harsh adjectives in daily conversations S R

3 3
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TES FRYING PAN AND THZ SKILLET
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+ The document says, "It 1s ‘convenient 10 regall at’ this point. that the
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Italian ‘left- abandoned the name 'Left Fdction of the Communist qumy of
Italydfor the*Italian Factidn of the Left Communlst Internatlonal‘, at
its Congress of 2935." ( p. 19 } ’ g

Take thls above statement with the follow1ng, ;hus the Left Fraction
of the Communist Party of Italy opposed the new-Trotskyist orientation,
.5 it opposéd the politics of Teforning the Third Internatlonal.“(pvls)

firgt they attributed falsely to'hrotsky the™defense of the Soviet. Un-
lon”uhach was a, secondury axisg in the. "permanent revolution® and second-
arily in ‘the previous quotation the haft communists say that thgy no.
longer considered themselves & faction of the communists APTER 1935, If
you check history,and especially the history of the Left GpposTimgg,iSV
- L U 4
wD Irotsky in TﬁJeCtlng the C.I. | P
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SlnCG they -admit &t was in 1935 that they rejected the concept of a
fastion of the C.le,it means that the Left Opposition rejected, this con~
cept PRIOR T© THs ULTRA LTS, But. how they clainm they led,when in real-
ity,out of theéir own. wrﬂt;ﬂgs,they ;followed Trotsky in his fegectlon of
the Cele If the ultro=lefts,the Bordlfulsts waited until 1935 to no
longer consider themselves a faction of the CIy it means that they in
time and in theoryp: followed the Left Opposztxon after the Genman defeat
in workxng towqrd bulldzng new. INTSRNATIONAL., . . :

. Here we part company dlth both fuctlons. whereas the ultra~lefts folm
lowed the-left oppos:ition, iy ,according %o their -own words,
wegartho now cons titute the RWL,parted company with the Trotskydtes and
worked toward independent class activity when,Irotsky and others started
the stampede howcrﬁc"301n1ng the .parties of the Second Internatlonal.-
e may add;with’no ma'licé,that now the Left Communlsts speak of this per
iod of the Lef% Dpp051t10n but they mere very 51lent in Politlcal analy—
sis at the tlme of the event. . J £
When thp Teft Communists spe*k of tne fact th X3 they were opposed to

the reform of the Third International (page 16). but cdmit that they con<
tinued as = faction undil (page 1911935 whlch was after the Left Opposi~
tien -¢alled fo" rwew pﬁrtles they,the ultra»le;ts cha: beggzng'tje ques~
tl’one- Co ¢ 3
. ﬁ;
Class Instinct A

We would like to know @s warxists what clqss 1nst1nct is?. They say
on page 25 + .+ » »3™nly this class instinct is our, guide .up to this: -
poind, . . ."™ When they run short of erguments- they resort to ”class 3n~
strnct”. e are anxious’ to know about this “scmentlflc thlng". =

+ - : ‘ \

, L “Spcntaneously

In severel places the’ documant speaks of ”spontaneously”the workeys
ustablish adm;nlstratlve drgans of state poWer;eto. This means that-
these -comrades cling to their spontanoudty theory. Some of the- German :
vltra—le tconraded used this theory, They thought capitalism would auto

wiically breakdown, Others used it to mean that the workers would auto-
mﬁtlcally take powpr~wben the crisis of capitalism reached a certain
vodnt jothers used it for the idea of an automatic social development of
the workers téwards socialisme

i
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When the Left Communists speak of spontanoudty in.relation to state
administrative organs of the workers,and speak of class instincts-—-for.
ces that can and will develop without the aid iof & ‘PARTY of, the working
‘class they have laid a trap for themselves,in the opposite direction,es
aon-Marxian,and gs bad as the Trotsky position on the Labor Party, Both
roadsythe Labor Party idea and the theory of spontanouity cuts the gre-—
und-from under~ the road to ,and the building of a revolutionary Marxian
“arty by the 'vanguaid element. o ‘ S

The Left Coimunjists say,"The possibility of establishing the class
party requires the ihtroduction of a grisis in the midst of capitalist
soclety."(p.28) The establishment of the Party does not necessarily re-
quire a crisis. This is a false spontanouity theory. A party with MaSS
INFLUGHCs ,whiich has influence over a majority of the population requires
crisis and turmoi} of capitalist decay which the workers will put to an
end. But to build a cadre party which will be ready to gain this mass
“influence and transform the crisis of capitalism into the workers seim~
ure of power is a different question. Such a party can and will be built
in this post erisis period. ' . a ‘

- "Finally,in tHe measure.in which#thsks failure is aggravated,arises
spontaneouSty “the 'organs of proletarian administrationi(factory cowroils
sailors and soldiers councilsydistrict councils),which take over the -
functions ‘that -the State ik ho longer capable /of fulfilling."(p. 29) .

Without the will to powsi,mithout the conscious socialist effort of
the party,without day to day’ elass activity,without the trials and oryr™—
ors. of building a party--we the. Wworking class can’ take power- becausé of
£LadSS INSTINCT - and SPONTANLOUSLY WE aCT,so conclude- the Left Communisks,
the ultra—-lefts: No wonder they refuse to reply today in Italy to Lea—
in¥s pamphlet on, *Ultra—-leftism,an Infantile Disorder?®,. T

Vhat the Left Gommunists'éall instincts of the class are ACQUIRED o
CHARACTERISTICS of the working ‘class because they .have been living under
capitalist-exploitation for* a few generations. Instinets are not agguir-
ed but-inherited,even though 'gver‘a LONG period,in this or that enviren- .
mental condition:-these instinects of aniuwal 1ife are obtained painfully
slow. The spontaneously developing councils of the Wworkers are the re-
sults of class education and the use of the: intelligence of the most |
class and socialist conscious element in given situations of capitalist f
breakdown. Without a revolutionary larwian Party with a high degree of :
soclialist consciousness to direct the clags conscious wctions oft the . .
class these breakdowns of capitalism,these organs of dual power will be
dissipated: with more miservy for us and upon the new dung heap the exp ~
loiters will reorganize exploitation at the workers expense,’ ' o

k4

The theoretical 'roots for the ultra~lefts negative position toward
Jork in reactionary trade unions jrevolutionary,participation in parlia-—
-ent jday to day class struggle ACTION,as:well as wordsythe building of
ohe party from day-to dayjzetc,,is their"spontanouity” theory,which has
its roots in.a Talse understanding of Capifalist .accumulation and the =~
role of the -state and class under this condition, - T
-Continuing on‘'th's question of building agarty the Left Commumigts ...
say, "Thus the #h'ole’ revolutionary questipn;.-and the problem of the form—
ibion of the Revolutionary Party is resolwed into two poles:l)The sta~
)ility of the national state,2)-the degree of support by the workers of’
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Suc‘h ”a S"'Qa‘be.“ (,P' 4.3)

The stability of the state and the degree of support the workers give
this exploiters state,developing out of the crisis does NOT determine .1
the whole revolutionary question and ths’ formation of the party. These
two factors only determine the amount of mass influence the REVOLUTION-
s0Y LARAIaN ORGANIZATION can obtain for its -program of socialism and
state power, 1f the cadre,the faction does not have a party so late,
when the crdisis,the lefts speak of arrives;than the problems of the van—
guard are, doubled, They must build the party and win the masses. But if
they have a party as Lenin had in 1937 than they can use this rarty to
zain nass: influence, The formation of a party in each and every country,
in addition to the correctness of the cadre‘s program in theory,strategy

and TaCTICS;must also include day to day aACTION in the class struggle to‘

the degree that the group-or- faction can’ participate. :
 The Failure.of the State, N

In the liberalist epoch,the failure of the state appears at the end
of a.revolutionary wave, +In.the epoch of State Capitalism the failure
of theyState:.appears at-the. beginning of a revblutionary psried(p. 39)
‘his coneept of .the Stateiand the crisis of capitalism istoo mechaniocal
and schematice I does have an element of truthibut is not factual, In—
stead of speoking of the Aiveralist epoch and the State €apitalist - °
epoch,which does not fit the economic relations of the crisis of capi~
talism,we will:speak of the developing stage,and the-decay stage of cap-
italism, Yesterday,in the developing stage,it was nét all liveralistic,
and today in the decay:stage it is not all State capitalism,even though
state interygention mugt.continue to prevent further decaya-in'the libep=
alist epoch we had plenty of stepe toward state capitalism and plenty of
reactionjant in the state capitalist epoch these comrades speak of we
have liberalist policies,different in form,but the same in content. Yes-
terday it was liberalist under capitalist parties;now when-the crisis
develops 1t is liberalist under Social Democracyzthe Labor '’ Party, the
notions of the snarchists in Spain,etc.,i.se.,under Social Reformism,to
“tem.the {ide of ‘revolution’until reaction can reorganize its forces and
its state. - - o : o

The schema of the ultra-lefts is similiar to the many *schemas of the
Stalinists in ‘this way. In analyizing problens,the Stalinists either-saw
2 world wide revolutionary situation,or a world wide non-revolutionary
situationjyer only black reaction,or everbody as fellow travelers. The
ulira-lefts see State Capitalism everywhere today,in Russia,in all cap-
italist countries,etc, : e . DR : =

More important is the fact that -the feilure of the State will not gal-—
ways APPuAR AT THEE BEGINNING of a revolutionsry period as this thesis
claims. In the decay of capitalism there are sharp turns and shifts
<hieh will ecall.for different strategics and tactics almost overnight——
not different programs. When. thle fdilure or- the state arrives,at this or
that Juncture 1t can easily be determined by a arxian leadership in
~ach country and in each crisis. It would be just as fatal to ses this
s=ilure of the state 1toeo soon as itiwold be to see it too late, It can-
Lot be laid down.as a-blue print thatsin the decay stage it will always
arrive at the bezinping oftthe erdisiss | "

BEFR
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the Left Communists Criticize Those to the Right,

In the introduction to this quarterly the "Left Communists lunp to~
gether a1l groups and factions to the right of them and criticize them
in one brocdside. They speak of those groups {Trotskyides) who support
the Labor Parties,the Labor Party governments,the different forms of
bourgeois democracy,etc. We of the RWL opprose these concepts from the
left. we have ample literature to reveal our position on Trotskyism re-—
serding these questionss The ultre~lefts condemn those who in one foim
or enother support the state in the Soviet Union,or the sconomy,no mat-
ber what they say about Stalinism, But in this case the Sghactmenites,
Endependent SocialistLeague)agree with the Ultra-Lefts. Their position
is basically the game,as is the cese of many Trotsky factions,even
though different terms are used, The Cannonites(Socialist Workers Party)
hold to the old Trotsky position on the Soviet Union. But this old Troct-
sky position is not the position of the Revolutionary Workers League.

ihersas,the Cannonites call for "materdal aid and volitical criticisd
for Stalinism in timé@ of war (as they did for the People's Front in
Spain) we reject ALL materiel aid to stalinism at anytime,(Ed. emphasis}
e give our materdial aid to. the revolutionary idarxists or independent
new genuine Soviets when they develop in Stalinist areas.

The Cannonites claim that Stalinism can in certain situations play a
orogressive rolegjust like they claim that under given conditions the
trade union burocrats can play a progressive role. We of the RWL say AT
«0 TIME can Stalinism,or the bourgois reformists,or the spcial reformish
nlay e progressive role.(sd, smphasis) ihese opportunists of all shades
can only play a reactionary role. The Soviet Union,the economy below it;
hich is not Stalinismjas well as the Trade Union,which is not the cap—
ttalist trade union leaders,the organs,Call PLAY 4 PROGRESSIVS ROLE in—-
spite of their reactionary leaders in this or that given si tuation.

This the ultra-lefts do not understand any more that the Centrists
understand. But we ask,since we are to the left of these.and many other
1uestionsg,from Trotskyismiand we are to the right of the "Left Communictd®
—where do we stand? Trotskyism calls us ultra~lefts,and the wira—lefts
1l us Centrists. We are neither,we have a revolutionary program of
durRismnd correctly so. The "Left Communists",are to the left of us as
aitra-lofte,and the Trotskyites are to the righ of us as Centrists.
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