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INTRODUCING ISSUE NO 1

The worldwide response to the
Polish bureaucrats' attempt to
crush the democratic workers
movement included the first major
protests against Stalinist repres-
sion in third world countries.

This new fact reve als how wide-
ly discredited the Stalinist regimes
have become, But it also indicates
some important things about the
way anti-imperialist struggles are
developing today,

Such sympathy for the Polish
democratic workers movement in
countries oppressed by imperialism
stands in contradiction to the echo-
ing of the Stalinist line by the Cuban
and Nicaraguan leaderships, who
justly enjoy the greatest prestige in
the eyes of anti-imperialist fighters,

It is hardly likely that the Cubans
and Nicaraguans have any liking for
the bureaucratic ter:or in Poland,
They have never practiced anything
of the sort in their own countries
and have quite a different sort of
relationship with their own working
people.

Still, the Cuban and Nicaraguan
responses cannot be explained away
as mere placation of the USSR, They

By Jacqueline Alliq

"The Winter is Yours, but the
Spring Will Be Ours, "

This slogan has been appearing on
walls throughout Poland for more
than two weeks now, It expresses
quite well the fa ct that while
Solidarnosc has suffered a severe
defeat, it has not been crushed.

A resistance movement has begun
to organize clandestinely and it is
preparing to build a campaign by
every means necessary to ''lead
Solidarnosc to victory over evil and
violence, ' as Seweryn Jaworski
expressed it in a message to the
workers from Bialoleka prison.

In this situation, the solidarity

campaign that is developing in the

reflect a clear lack of understanding
of the political importance of Soli-
darity's struggle.

For example, the Cubans have
not endorsed the Argentine Commu-
nist Party's cosying up to the dic-
tatorship in its country, although
Moscow approves of it,

The Cubans' determination to aid
the fighting people of El Salvador

also is in contradiction to accepting
the perspectives and methods of
Stalinism, which are expressed in

the crackdown in Poland. Further-
more, Cuban leaders have explicitly

commended the democratic and un-
dogmatic attitudes of the Nicaraguan
and Salvadoran leaderships.

This issue includes a series
of interviews with revolutionists
from countries oppressed by impe-
rialism, What they all point up is
the importance of democracy, and
therefore of Solidarnosc for the
working people fighting imperial-
ism.

Ireland is not always thought of
as a third-world country but many
of the same political problems are
posed for revolutionists there, And

West has to be seen as a long-term
task of contﬁming and growing;
importance, It poses some

difficult tactical and political
problems, That is especially true
now when the movement in Poland
has been forced underground and
can no longer show so clearly by
example and direct contacts what
its objectives and nature are,

Thus, the bourgeois forces and the
the right have a greater opportunity
to distort what Solida rnosc is about
and to use the issue of the bureau-
cratic crackdown demagogically to
whip up an anticommunist campaign
that is aimed, among other things,
at demozralizing the workers move-

POLAND, DEMOCRACY, AND
THE WORKING PEOPLE OF THE THIRD WORLD

in Ireland the Cuban revolution en-
joys particular prestige and Irish
revolutionists pay considerable
attention to the statements of the
Castro leadership, It is notable how
much the interview with Bernadette
Devlin parallels those with other rev-
olution ary leaders in countries op-
pressed by imperialism, although
there has been no direct ongoing
contact,

The next issue of International
Viewpoint will begin our regular
fortnightly schedule, And we will
devote special attention to the state
of the West European workers
movement after the crackdown in
Poland,

There will also be an analysis of
the situation in Ireland in the wake
of the hunger strike and following
the recent elections.

The issue will focus on the reac-
tion of the West European Commu-
nist Parties and the unions they
influence to the events in Poland,
But it will also deal with the posi-
tions of a number of revolutionary

nationalist movements in Europe
ale - -

The next issue will be dated
March 14,

mﬁ

THE SOLIDARITY THAT THE POLISH WORKERS NEED

ment in their own countries,

The capitalists want to discredit
the very idea of socialism and sow
confusion and fear among the workers
in their countries who are being
driven toward socialist conclusions
by the general economic crisis and
who were inspired by the example
of Solidarno sc.

What help to the Polish workers
was the hypocritical show put on
by Reagan? In the name of defend-
ing the Polish workers, he appeared
side by side with a representative
of the military dictatorship in
Ankara, which has jailed tens of
thousands in the attempt to crush
the Turkish trade unions, The very




day that Reagan made his statement
about Poland, he called on the Com-
mon Market to lift its sanctions
against the Turkish junta. Reagan
was so cynically contemptuous of
the Polish workers and workers in
general that he included on his show
Canadian Prime Minister Trudeau
who openly said he understood the
need for suppressing Solidarity since
it was a union and unions always
demand too much,

What help to the Polish workers
are declarations of indignation
about the violation of trade-union
rights in Poland coming from the
likes of the Thatcher government,
which is dedicated to attacking the
very same rights of workers in its
own country,

The intent of these hypocriti-
cal capitalist gestures is only to
divide the radicalizing workers in
the West from their Polish fellow
workers, They give the impression
that Solidarity must be fighting for
something different from what the
workers in the capitalist countries
want, something that suits the
interests of the bosses rather than
theirs.

The capitalists' maneuvers fit in
perfectly with the campaign of the
Polish bureaucracy and the pro-
Stalinists in the Western CPs, who
are trying to present Jaruzelski's
crackdown as a defense, however
costly, of the fundamental interests
of the workers and oppressed peorles
that are fighting capitalism and
imperialism, These operations are
an attack on what Solidarity has been
try ing to achieve both before and
after the crackdown.

What Solidarity has instinctively
sought is unity of workers East and
West. Its representatives who were
abroad at the time of the crackdown
have raised a call precisely for that
as an answer to the Stalinist counter-
revolution of the bureaucracy.

"We want a campaign by the
workers movement, "' said Piotor
Kozlowski, a Solidarity activist and
worker at the URSUS factory at
numerous meetings during a tour
of Great Britain, ''Because the
experience of this tour shows us that
it is the workers who instinctively
understand and support the struggle
| of Solidarnosc,"

At a rally organized in Amiens
by the oppositionists fighting against
the CP leadership of the biggest
French union federation, the CGT,
Zbigniew Kowalewski, leader of the
Lodz region of Solidarnosc, said:

"They (Western workers) must
understand that a military dictator-
ship can never represent the inter-
ests of the working class, whether

this is in Turkey, El Salvador, or
Poland,
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"In Poland, it is not General
Jaruzelski, or the military officers,
or the ruling party apparatus that
represents the interests of the
workers but the independent self-
managed union Solidarnosc.

"Solidarnosc should become the
symbol of the aspiration of the
workers in the workers movement
thoughout the world to take their
fate into their own hands,"

In order to achieve this unity,
it is necessary to clarify what the
real aims of Solidarity have been
and are, Solidarnosc never pro-
posed restoring capitalist property
relations, but rather that the
workers should collectively take
control of their own affairs,

We have to familiarize people with
the program of this social move-
ment of ten million people who were
fighting to establish genuinely dem-
ocratic and egalitarian social rela-
tionships. Their struggle showed
the way forward for the Western
workers who are fighting unem-
ployment, layoffs, and cuts in their
standard of living,

What has to be stressed in order

to win to the cause of Solidarity
those workers who have been con-

fused by the bourgeois propaganda
is the gains made by the movement
for self-management, of the
movement toward the workers as-
suming control of the economy by
means of ""active strikes;'' that is,
factory takeovers, and toward con-
trol of the media by the masses,

It is also important to clear
away misunderstandings caused by
the special features of Poland's
history., _

THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH

Some 90% of the Polish people
identify themselves as believers,
And Catholic church symbols such
as the cross and the Black Madonna
have in fact appeared quite promin-
ently as tokens of the union move-
ment's opposition to the bureaucracy,
as has the holding of masses before
union assemblies.

However, Solidarity activists
have always asserted the indepen-
dence &f their union from the Church,
"The Pope? He is the symbol of
the Catholic ethic, and we are in
agreement with that ethic, That's
all." This is what was said by mem-
bers of a Solidarity delegation that
came to Switzerland on the eve of

the crackdown.
On the other hand, these Solidar-

ity activists maintained that they

had the moral support of the Church.
"The Church has played an important
role in Polish history."

It is true in fact that the Church
is something more than the scan-
dalous statements made recently
by Monsignor Glemp, the Polish
primate:

"For more than a year and a
half anger has prevailed here, and
now we have succeeded in over-
coming it,

'""The unfortunate events at the
Wujek mine have remained an iso-
lated incident. We are confident
that, with the help of God, we will
be able to clear up the causes of our
anger through dialogue and not by
means of violence,'"" Dialogue
between the workers and those who
unleashed the bureaucratic terror!

The Church in Poland is, to be
sure, the same reactionary institu-
tion that can be seen everywhere else,
dispensing retrograde '""moral"
principles about education and
holding back the consciousness of
the working class, especially as
regards the role of women in the
family and in society.

But the Church is also all the
parish priests in the towns and
countryside who helped the move-
ment to organize before the August
strikes by opening the church halls
to the-int: -
to the initial groups of activists,

It is all the priests who are aiding
the resistance movement today by
taking charge of the distribution of
the food that comes in from abroad
and who are taking risks that have
resulted in many of them being
imprisoned.

The Church also provided the
platform from which the Wroclaw
student chaplain could deliver a
sermon on January 13 denouncing
the dictatorship: "A suffering and
weeping Poland has had to bow
under the club of a military council
that claims to represent national
salvation."

Therefore, the interests of
working-class unity are not served
by engaging in the sort of primitive
anticlericalism that the Stalinist
leaders do in Spain, Italy, Belgium,
or France, This shows both a lack
of internationalist understanding
and a lack of respect for workers'
right to learn through their own
experience.

By concretely aiding the Polish
workers, we can build the sort of
links the Solidarity leaders quoted
above were talking about. Then we
will be better able to help the Polish
working class along to an under-
standing that in the final analysis,
the interests of the Polish hierarchy
have nothing in common with those
of Solidarity, as a moveraent that
is fighting for total emancipation
of the workers.

At the same time, by helping
the Polish workers keep up the
pressure on the Church, we can
help assure that they can continue
to get the sort of practical aid from
it that they have, and that they
still need,

_




If the mass pressure weakens,
the Polish bishops will quickly fall
back to their historic objective,
maintaining the status quo, '"Poles
are capable of coming to an agree-
ment among themselves,'" Monsignor
Glemp said.

Can Economic Sanctions Help?

Economic sanctions or boycotts
will not help either in achieving the
unity of workers East and West that
the Solidarity activists want,

It is the Polish workers who
would have to pay the cost of these
sanctions if they were applied,

Such boycott measures would be
different from the boycott on arms
deliveries as was proposed for

Chile or Argentina or a prupaganda;
campaign such as the boycott of
South African oranges,

An economic boycott against
Poland would apply to all forms of
economic exchanges and to credits
that are mainly needed for food-
stuffs, chemical products, manu-
factured items, machines, and
maintenance of transportation, It
would mean nothing more norless
than economic strangulation of a
country, It could only bring further
deterioration of the standard of
living of the working class in the
context of an already unprecedented
economic crisis,

Moreover, unlike the Western
bosses, who are directly affected
by economic sanctions in that
these endanger their profits and
therefore their very existence as
exploiters, the bureaucracy derives
all its sustenance from its control
of the state apparatus,

If the economic situation worsens
as a result of Western sanctions,
the bureaucracy will move to
maintain its privileges by reduc-
ing the share of the national income
alloted to meet the needs of the
population,

As Jerzy Urban, the government's
spokesman for the Western press,
said cynically: '""We can always
find the means to feed and clothe
ourselves, It is the society as a
whole that will have to bear the
consequences,'

Does anyone think that if the
workers have to stand in still
longer lines every day and have
still less to eat that will help the
resistance movement? Does any-
one think they need that to encour-
age them to rebel?

The calls for economic sanctions
and boycotts are a diversion from
the needs of building a mass mob-
ilization in support of the Polish
workers. They create illusions
both about the effectiveness that
such measures could have and
about the nature of the banks and

the bourgeois governments that
are being called upon to apply them.

For example, the Reagan govern-
ment has made the most noise about
economic sanctions, loudly denounc-
ing the Europeans for signing a
contract with the USSR for the
delivery of natural gas, But it has
not said a thing about stopping U. S.
grain exports to the USSR, These
sales represent two-thirds to three-
fourths of U, S. grain exports; and
in the first eight months of 1981,
they brought in 1.3 billion dollars.

The difference between Reagan's
noisy advocacy of economic sanctions
and West German chancellor Helmut
Schmidt's demurrals comes down to
straight capitalist national interest,

In 1980, West German exports
to Poland and the USSR ( respectively
1.20 billion dollars and 4, 3 billion
dollars) were three times those of
the U, S. Furthermore, the U, S,
banks had a mere 2,1 billion dollars
in outstanding loans to Poland,
representing 2 to 3% of the capital
of the banks involved. On the other
hand, West German banks were owed
4.5 billion dollars.

In the case of the Bank fur
Gemeinwirtschaft, its Polish loans
represented 45% of its total capital,
and three-fourths of these loans
were guaranteed by the state.

So, it becomes understandable
why Schmidt could not go along with
Reagan's boycott proposals, and
why he expressed so much concern
about the unfortunate effects such
measures could have on the welfare
of the Polish people.

The attitude of the West German
Social Democracy also expressed
the interests of the capitalists of
their country. They pressured the
Socialist International into adopting
a scandalous resolution which '"takes
note of the Polish leadership's
intention not to halt or reverse but
rather to continue the process of
reforms and renewal in the country,"

In general, the Social Democrat
and other procapitalist Western
labor leaders have no interest in
promoting mass moWwbilization in
support of the Polish workers, and
where the January 30 demonstrations
for Polandgvere controlled by them,
the results were poor, They are
too much tied to the capitalist
rulers of t heir respective countries,

The French SP has gone further
than others in support of Poland,
because of certain specific interests,
including scoring points at the
expense of a CP rival committed
to support for Jaruzelski, But
even in opposing the West-German-
SP sponsored resolution in the
Socialist International, Mitterand
stayed within the logic of sort of
of division of the world established
by the Yalta accords, while propos-
ing a certain revision of the :
specifics,

Therefore, building an effective
solidarity movement with Poland has
to be based on fighting for indepen-
dent working-class action in the
framework of the workers move-
ment,

The development of the campaign
over the past two months has shown
that it was possible to force the
leaders of the established workers
movement to back solidarity actions,
This has been true even where, as
in Great Britain, the bureaucrats
have shown the most total indiffer-.
ence, once the first declarations
of sentiment were done with,
leaving the field open for the
demagogic initiatives on the right.

Nonetheless, the tour of Solidarity
leaders mentioned before inspired
strong support among workers,

In Spain, where there were also
very negative attitudes on the part
of substantial forces in the workers
movement, the arrival of a Solidariy
leader from the coordinating commif
mittee of committees for Solidarity
in France forced the leaderships of
the major union federations in
Madrid, Asturias, and Guipuzcoa

to organize rallies in support of
Solidarity.

In Germany also, the initiatives
taken by the coordinating committee
of Solidarity Committees forced
some leadership of the DGB, the
national labor federation, to do
something, This made it possible
to establish contacts between the
Volkswagen workers and represen-
tatives of Solidarity. The best
way to help Solidarity is to make
known its real objectives by
organizing public meetings and
rallies, It is to collect money to
aid the families of the prisoners
and the interned, as well as those
who are obliged to live in clandes.
tinity, It is to organize convoys
carrying food and medicine, ac-
companied by teams of activists
from the workers movement. It
is to propose that workers in
various factories or regions
establish links with workers in
specific Polish factories and
regions and take charge of the
defense of the prisoners, It is
to set up committees of jurists
ready to help the accused and to
fight to get into the trials,

It is along these lines that we
must continue our work, striving
to get all workers, and in partic-
cular the most militant and the
most class-conscious, to under-
stand that the struggle of the
resistance movement and the
victory of Solidarity are of vital
concern to them, something that
has a great importance for their

own struggle. ]




By Gerry Foley

While she did not win a seat, and
her vote was far smaller than had
been indicated by the enthusiasm and
sympathy she aroused in campaigning,
Bernadette Devlin McAliskey's
fight in Dublin-North Central was
the principal bright spot for the
Irish anti-imperialist movement.

The results of the February 18
| Irish general elections reflected the
| sharp downturn that set in in the
i anti-imperialist movement following
1' the partial defeat of the second
| hunger strike campaign.,

The bourgeoisie's political posi-
tion has been strengthened more than
| would appear from the relatively
| small shift in the parliamentary
lineup.

The Irish parliament, the Dail,
is still deadlocked., The Fine Gael-
Labour coalition appears to have
78 members (TDs) as against 81 for
the bourgeois populist Fianna Fail
Party. The balance of power is held
by four pro-imperialist ''socialists."
There are two other independents
close to Fianna Fail, The total num-
ber of independents remains the
same as in the last Dail,

However, the last time the inde-
pendents divided three-three, three
close to Fianna Fail, three close to
Fine Gael, The coalition could form
a government only with the votes of

(The following interview was
given to Gerry Foley on February 16
in Dublin at McAliskey campaign
headquarters, Mrs, McAliskey has
not had the opportunity to review
the edited transcript.)

it ¢

Question. What do you hope to
accomplish by running in this
election?

Answer, The main objective in
the beginning was to do something
to halt the demoralization of the
anti-imperialist movement--~to
reunite it around a concrete cam-
paign and get it moving again.

The question of elections was
first posed rather in the abstract,
when we were discussing the H- Block
conference, which was due to come
up at the beginning of February.

(It was later postponed to March 14, )

A number of people within the
H-Block Committee felt that it
was going to be impossible to con-
tinue or to attempt to rebuild a
mass movement around what was

In Irish Elections, Bernadette
Points Way Forward For Anti—-Imperialist Movement

its three independents although it

had a two-vote edge over Fianna

Fail.
Such a fragile government could

not institute the austerity the Irish
bourgeoisie needs. The ''left" pro-
imperialists ran for cover the mo-
ment it introduced really unpopular
legislation, bringing down the
government,

The task of opening the austerity
drive has now fallen into the hands
of the historic majority party, the
onz about which the workers have
the most illusions. And the block of
pro-imperialist sectarian '"'social-
ists' has been politically consider-
ably strengthened,

The mass base of the populist
Fianna Fail creates two contradic-
tory effects., It is more subject to
the mass pressure that can be
brought to bear by a movement such
as the H-Block movement, But in
the absence of mass pressure, it
can get away with more repression
and attacks on the masses than the
more openly conservative and pro-
imperialist Fine Gael. There is
little doubt that the new government
will be better able to continue the
attack on the rights and standard of

| living of the masses than the out-

going one, if the mass movement
does not revive, '
The vote for the anti-imperialist

INTERVIEW WITH BERNADETTE DEVLIN

left of the prisoners' five demands,
There were also differences within
the prison itself as to how we should
go on tactically.

In this situation, there was a lot

of demoralization, Various argu-
ments and divisions started coming

up again, When people can't see a
way forward, they begin to fall out
over why it isn't there,

We felt that the continuation of
work for the prisoners had to be
linked to a campaign against what
was becoming open and systematic
repression against the H- Block
movement in general. A number of
key people such as Jim Gibney are
now in prison on charges, People
have been arrested throughout the
country. And young Keogh was given
a three-year sentence by a Dublin
court for alleged involvement in a
riot during an H- Block protest at
the British embassy, But there was
disagreement about how central an
issue such repression should be in
the H-Block campaign, It really
looked like we didn't know where

candidates was down significantly
from the totals achieved in the last
general election, which was held in
June 1981 ‘at the height of the second
H-Block hunger strike campaign, In
no area did an H- Block candidate
win,

The campaign waged by Berna-
dette Devlin McAliskey in Dublin-
North Central made the most nation-
al impact. But she won only about
two thousand first preference votes,
about half what her supporters
expected and she got nowhere near
getting a seat.

The main reason for a relatively
low vote for Bernadette was apparent-
ly that the anti-imperialist move-
ment was paying the price for letting
the political initiative slip from its
hands, It failed to move ahead after
the June general election to build a
united front for fighting the new
elections that were clearly coming.
Since the national movement lost its
momentum, Irish politics slipped
back into their localist rut.

Although the Irish bourgeoisie is
now in a stronger position, it has
far from restabilized the situation,
And if the sort of organization and
example Bernadette produced in
Dublin-North Central is extended,
the anti-imperialist movement could
emerge qualitatively strengthened
from this last period of groping,.

we were going.

People's Democracy were prepar-
ing to put forward an argument at
the H-Block conference that I basi-
cally agreed with, It was one that
said that we had not succeeded in
getting all of the five demands, but
that we should build on what we had
got, They said that we should recog-
nize that what came out of the cam-
paign, in an overall sense, was a
revitalization of the national struggle
itself, and that's what we should
build on.

On this basis, People's Democra-
cy said, we should begin to take up
the general question of Irish poli-
tics, We should do this with the under-
standing that the government was

unstable and that the elections were
coming up in the relatively near

future. Those of us who discussed
it at the time thought in terms of
months,

It's indicative of the way things
happen nowadays that just when we'd
got the leaflet out asking for people
to support a discussion about moving




from the H- Block issue onto a
broader platform of limited issues
around which we could all agree and
on which we could build the same
kind of mass movement on a higher
plane, the government fell, In fact,
I was asked to sign the leaflet on one
night, and the government fell the
next,

So, then elections became a
concrete question. People's Democ-
racy asked me if I would fight this
seat.

Q. It became more and more obvi-
ous during the hunger strike cam-
paign that the H- Block activists
were looking toward the development
of an anti-imperialist front to fight
the elections, The movement's
greatest successes came in elections,

You probably remember the huge
applause you got at an H- Block rally
in the Mansion House in Dublin be-
fore the last Irish general elections
when you called for contesting
every seat against the pro-impe-
rialist and capitulationist bourgeois
parties, Why was this momentum
halted?

A, The first problem was that
after we fought these elections
there was no agreement within the
movement how to carry these suc-

cesses forward, There was no agree-
ment on what you may call a strat-

egy of elections, as opposed to the
tactic, We had Bobby Sands and
Kieran Doherty elected. But despite
the fact that they were elected, both
were allowed to die, We elected
Owen Carron in Fermanagh-South
Tyrone,

After that, it seemed to me that
differences over abstentionism or a
lack of understanding of even how
you could use abstentionist MPs,
how they fitted into the overall work
of building a mass movement, were
demoralizing to people in our own
area.

The media and the political ma-
chinery of parliamentarism had iso-
lated Owen Carron, So, he was
reduced to resorting to what looked
like one stunt after the other,

Another problem was that in the
absence of the hunger strike cam-
paign people feared that it would be
impossible to maintain the momen-
tum of the H- Block vote. I think,
frankly, that they were right about
this, I think there are areas where
we won't be able to hold the levels
that we reached before,

On the other hand, this campaign
has shown to people in the areas
where they are fighting, whether it
is here in Dublin-North Central
or in Sligo- Leithrim, or in Cavan-
Monaghan, or in Limerick, that
the movement has not disappeared.
The ease with which the militants

were pulled back into this campaign

and the enthusiasm with which they
themselves came back to take on
this fight is very positive. It puts
a big responsibility on us not to
lose our momentum again,

Q. Have the problems of disuni-
ty that you mentioned been over-
come?

A, In the short time available,
it was impossible to put together
the sort of anti-imperialist united
front that we wanted, It would have
been necessary to have discussions
with Sinn Fein, the IRSP, FPD, and
independents such as myself and
arrive at a basic program on
which we could fight a united-front
campaign, Of course, the question
of abstentionism hasn't been
resolved at all,

So, at a very limited level,
what we started off with was a
nonaggression pact, That is, the
different organizations or indepen-
dents will fight the elections on
fairly similar bases, They will not
fight each other. Everybody recog-
nized that fighting the elections
was the thing to do. In fact, this
time even the abstentionists are
hoping that I will win.

Q, That is, they couldn't have
anything to do with such a thing
themselves, but they're still
thinking isewould be marvelous
luck if you won.,

‘A, That's right.

Q. In the Irish general elections,
the H- Block movement broadened,

Has there been any similar broad-
ening in this campaign?

_A. The difference between my
campaign and those in other areas
is that there it is essentially the
H-Block activists that have been
pulled back in, In this district we
have put together a marriage of
the H- Block activists with whole
layers of dissident radicals, many
of whom were never involved in the
H-Block campaign in any real sense.

"DR)
Q. People are looking for a fight-

ing campaign on social issues, for
independent working-class action

on social issues?

A, That's right. This election
campaign has successfully chal-
lenged the partition idea that sepa-
rates the national question from
what people down here on this side
of the British-imposed border call
"working-class politics,"

In the H- Block campaign we
realized that what we needed was
support down here, and we had
fifty years of partition education to
try to overcome in the length of
time it took ten men to die, and we
couldn't do it.

I think that many people in the
campaign realized that the absence
of a strong anti-imperialist work-
ing-class tradition in the South was
what really beat us, There is a
strong feeling now that what we can
do is start building it.

Q. Do you think that this cam-
paign represents a step toward the

formation of a mass revolutionary

workers party?

A, Idon't think that we are very
clear yet about what it means in
real terms. In principle that is what
it means, in principle that is what
people are looking for, In campaign-
ing in the constituency, I find that
that's what a lot of unorganized
people are looking for.

We started off trying to halt a
demoralization, and at this stage
in the campaign we think we have
a fighting chance of actually ending
up after the election further along
the road than we thought, that we
have a fighting chance of getting a
seat here.

It always happens in an election
campaign that the people you most
convince of the correctness of your
argument are the people who work
for you. So, the estimation of
winning a seat might be overopti-
mistic. But certainly the impact of

7

. e ———




the alternative we offered was
bigger than we thought it would be,
and we may have much bigger
opportunities than we expected to
get some thing going.

Q. It's certainly true that the
sort of campaign workers that you
have attracted to your campaign
give some indication of what the
nucleus of a mass revolutionary
workers party could be, They seem
well rooted in their communities
and intelligent, militant working
people with a considerable expe-
rience already of radical politics
of one kind or another.

A, This is the first time that I
have fought an urban seat, It is the
first time that I have actually gone
out to organize trade-unionized
working people where they are,

What I find when I go up and
knock on thier doors is that they
tell me what is needed in this
country. They're the people who
say, what we need to do is to build
an independent voice, an indepen-
dent organization for working-class
people, what we need is to put
together a political party that has no
interest, that won't go to try to see
what it can get out of Fianna Fail
or Fine Gael (the bourgeois parties).

The H-Block movement has
shown a way to overcome the sec-
tarianism and division in the labor
movement, On the doorsteps, many
people who had nothing to do with
the H- Block movement will tell you
that we need something like the
National H-Block Committee to
fight on issues like unemployment
and housing and the fact that we
were being mugged by the multina-
tional companies. If we could put
the same numbers of people on the
street on those issues and build
that kind of a movement, we'd go
somewhere,

The H-Block campaign is a practi-
cal example of something that works.
It makes people look and say, well,
we should apply that to our own
problems,

You don't have to try to find
some way of presenting the national
struggle and the economic struggle
in the same context. People can
actually see them in the one context.
What they want to know is what
you're going to do about it.

Q. That is, the National H-Block
Committee was able to organize peo-

parliament doesn't do anything

for them. But they want democratic
representation, some way of impos-
ing majority rule,

‘A, That's the gut feeling people
have., At this stage they haven't
thought it out.

It's also interesting the number
of people who say when you get into
a discussion with them that what
we need here is a movement like
Solidarnosc. These are ordinary
people, not out of the Labour Party
or any split from it, just ordinary
people thinking out their problems,

I find a lot of trade-union people
who are not in political parties, a
lot of trade-union people coming out
of the factories wear Solidarity
badges. There are various kinds of
badge wearers. Those who wear
anti-apartheid movement badges,
nuclear disarmament badges, are
usually in the twenty-fiveish age
group and from Labour Party back-
grounds. But the politically unorgan-
ized rank-and-file trade-union mem-
ber seems to be wearing a Solidarity
badge.

Q. A right-wing candidate here
tried to use the issue of Poland

against you, saying that you were

for socialism and that meant the

sort of repression that is going

on in Poland. What was the effect?

A, He fell flat on his face. We

|were able to show that it was people

like us who actually organized public
support for Solidarnosc. I also point-
ed to the fact that Lech Walesa sup-
ported the demands of the hunger
strikers, and the right-winger in
question, Sean '"'Dublin Bay" Loftus,
did not. I said that what Solidarity
was for was the kind of democracy
for the working people that I am
fighting for. So, they dropped the
argument of Poland, because it
worked against the m.

Q. Although parliamentary poli-
tics are a rigged game, there is

obviously a very important demo-

cratic aspect to the sort of campaign

vou areewaging, You have to organize

groups of people and you have to go

out and convince people to work for

vou and to vote for you, That's part

of the problem with the Republicans,

isn't it? Their fundamental concept is

that it is the daring, initiative,and
dedication of small groups that

matters. You show your strength,

ple in practice to fight for something,

give an example, and the people

A, That's right, that's what
people are looking for. At the same
time, the illusion in parliamentary
democracy is still deep here.

Q. But that's a two-sided ques-
tion, isn't it? People may realize
that the politicians lie and that

will follow yvou, That's a fundamen-
tal difference from Marxists whose
objective is to educate the working
people to take their fate into their
own hands,

A, Well, in reality the Repub-
licans think the way you describe,
but they don't know it. Now, they're

changing, but they don't know it
either, The Republicans know that
for all their weaknesses the hunger
strike campaign, the National
H-Block Committee, mass action
and democratic organization worked.
They have to take account of that so
they are slowly shifting, This is
largely imperceptible, but it creates
crises when definite decisions have
to be made. It probably produces a
turnover in their membership.

Q. When members educated in

the old line drop out?
A, That's right,

Q. But why then have the Repub-
licans been seeming to go backward

politically since the end of the hun-

ger strike? Before that their paper,

""An Phoblacht- Republican News'

had a lot of political vitality and

was developing. In the last months,

it has been strikingly empty poli-

tically. They've hardly said any-

thing about Poland, for example,

although they claim to, and do,

represent the Irish revolutionary
nationalist tradition that has been
historically closely linked to Poland.
A, In fairness to them, everybody
fights their own corner first; it
requires some kind of political
perspective to be able to relate that
to the struggles of other people.
And since the end of the hunger
strike, it has been the republicans
who have been cracked down on,
and for some time they have been
finding their main energies concen-
trated on the defense of their own
organization.

In particular, their most political
leaders, like Jim Gibney, have been
picked off, He was a key person in
the development of the H- Block
campaign. Now he is in prison in
Belfast on charges and will probably
remain there for a year to a year
and a half before he is even tried.

At the height of the mass move-
ment, people like Jim Gibney could
not have been arrested. Now he's
being charged with offenses commit-
ted in 1975-76. And this is on the
basis of the testimony of someone
described as a born-again Christian,
whose mental stability will certainly
be questioned. That is an indication
of how far back we had fallen in
terms of mass organization.

But now we are beginning to
reorganize and recover our direction.
And we can move forward on the
basis of gains that have profoundly
changed the terms of politics in
Ireland. We are going into a harder
and harder fight and we need more
and more help from our friends
internationally, from the workers,
revolutionaries, and other fighting

peoples.




By Vincent Kermel

After the failure of the offensive of the
Faribundo Marti National Liberation Front
' (FMLN) in January 1981, the Salvadoran
dictatorship counted heavily on the pros-
pect that the guerrillas could be defeated
or at least seriously weakened, Its plan for
a"political solution” through elections was
largely predicated on that,

The government's unsuccessful attempts in
the spring of 1981 to establish control over
the areas held by the guerrillas and the
resumption of large-scale actions by the
FMLN starting last summer showed that its
hopes were in vain.

As a consequence of this, according to
the FMLN, the Pentagon asked its strateg-
ists to work out a military plan, and this
led to the operation recently carried out in
the department of Morazan . The objective
was no longer to wipe out the guerrillas but
to deal a crushing blow to the regions that
have traditionally remained outside the
control of the government.

The government's failure to destroy Radio
Venceremos shows how limited were the
results of this new tactic. Nonetheless,
these operations offered the occasion for
massacres, which were designed to increase
the numbers of civilian refugees.

With the collaboration of Honduran
troops the dictatorship and the imperialists
hoped to catch the liberated areas between
two fires.

One of the finer points of the counter-
insurgency tactics developed by the U.S.
advisors in El Salvador was the kidnapping
of close relatives of FMLN leaders, such
as the father of Comandante Villalabos.
Then these disappearances were explained
as the result of clashes between "rival
groups of extremists."

The number of deaths in the last two
years, according to an account in the Jan-
vary 20 Le Monde was 30,000, and the
number of people driven from their homes ,
500,000. Some 42% of the Salvadorian
population is illiterate, and 93% of school-
age children suffer from malnutrition.
Since December 1981, the gross national
' product has declined by 13%, exports by
| 35% and imports by 23.3%.

As if they have not inflicted enough suf-
fering on the Salvadorian people, the Amer
ican imperialists have now begun to train
the local army in "scientific" methods of
torture, '

A desertor from a paratroop unit based
at llopango, near San Salvador recently
confirmed that American instructors were
present during training in torture techniques.
The January 12, 1982, International Herald
Tribune reported :"According to Mr.Gomez
eight U.S. military advisors, some in dark
green uniforms and others in camouflage
uniforms stood in the background with the
commander of the Salvadoran air forces and
other high Salvadoran officers during the
torture sessions,"

Pursuant to their strategy of building up
an elite batallion, U.S. authorities
announced in mid-December that 1,000
Salvadoran soldiers and 500 officers would
be trained in Fort Bragg and Fort Benningin
American Green Beret units.

Despite all their efforts, however , the
U.S. authorities admit that the Salvadoran
junta is in trouble. The U,S, ambassador in
San Salvader confided in a correspondent
from the Italian daily La Repubblica that
the guerrillas were making progress. The
FMLN's actions are becoming more and
more daring.

On January 27,1982, the FMLN suc-
ceeded in destroying about 70% of the
junta’s air powgr in a raid on the llopango
base, dealing the junta its most serious mil-
itary setback in the whole past period,

Comandante "Sebastian, " who led this
operation, says that his men penetrated into
the military perimeter at 10,00 p.m. on the

south side of the base and reached their tar-
get at midnight:

"We used a total of 42 charges of TNT,
which we managed to place in 10 minutes
time." He continuved:" Then we withdrew.
After the charges went off, a military heli-
copter flew over the location looking for
us and indiscriminately machine-gunning
the whole area. "(Barricada, January 30,
1982.)

It is probable that in order to mount such
an operation, the FMLN had to renew its
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WASHINGTON ORGANIZES MASS MURDER IN CENTRAL AMERICA

contacts with opposition elements inside
the armed forces, .

In the capital city itself, on February 10
the guerrillas staged a bazooka attack on
the main telecommunications center.An
Agence France Presse dispatch noted:"This
spectacular operation aroused a certain un-
easiness in leading circles, since the rebelk
seem to have a good infrastructure in the
capital itself."

These military setbacks for the dictator-
ship have undermined the credibility of the
elections scheduled for the 28th of March
and even put in question whether they will
be held,

The February 17 International Herald Trib-
une notes: "U.S. and Salvadoran officials
now say that far from putting an end to
political violence, next month's elections
are likely to be the prelude to stepped-up
fighting. "

The junta's military reverses and the ap-
proach of the elections have provoked
numerous alarmist statements from U.S. of-
ficials, For example, Undersecretary of
State Thomas Enders has said that "a
decisive battle is underway in El Salvador, "
And General Alexander Haig refuses to
‘preclude the possibility of direct mili-
tary intervention in defense of the

"strategic interests' of the United States.

Parallel to this, Washington has stepped
up its military aid, granting 55 million dol-
lars in emergency assistance to the junta,
Congress has been asked to increase the aid
appropriation by 100 million dollars for fis-
cal year 1982 and raise it to 300 million
dollars in 1983.

This vast financial and military aid pro-
gram=-Washington has just sent several
vltramodern aircraft to Salvador-- is part
of a vast counterrevolutionary plan for all
of Central America, which is also directed
against the Nicaraguan revolution,

These aggressive moves by U.S. imperial-
ism make it clear that a major battle in the
world revolution is now developing in Cen-
tral America, It is vital that all socialists,
democrats,and all defenders of basic hu-
man rights mobilise in defence of the
Salvadoran people, who are facing a

| machine for mass murder and terror being

set up by the world’s greatest power. i




By Lars Palmgren

This article has been translated
from the February issue of the Swed-
ish magazine ETC. It has been some-
what abridged for reasons of space
and some slight changes have also
been made in order to retain continu-
ity.
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TEGUCIGALPA--Lieutenant Hav-
erman was smiling. It was not a
pleasant smile. But there was no
doubt that the muscular movement
visible across his square face as it
appeared above his morning paper
was indeed a smile,

Lieutenant John Haverman, I think
I learned his name from the boxes
that came for him, This was the first
time in the weeks since I started see-
ing him that the expression on his
face showed anything other than un-
relieved sullenness.

"Damn them Poles,' he burst out.
"I said it, didn't I? That's the way
they are, therm Commies,'

(This was the time of the Jaruzelski
coup.)

This outburst was followed by an
almost satisfied sigh. Then, after a
few minutes silence:

"Shit. .. shame it wasn't them Rus-
sians,"

Lieutenant John Haverman lived
together with nine other American
officers in the Eden Boarding House.
He had been through all the experi-
ences of the Vietnam war and had
gone through a special course in
Panama., Now he was a U,S, mili-
tary advisor in Honduras. I asked
one of his companions if he was a
tourist, The answer was ''no, we're
just teachin' a little shootin',"

After that communication was
limited to a quick nod in the morning,
However, it often happened that the
ten American military advisors
gathered around a bottle of Flora del
Cana rum to drink away their trou-
bles, Their loud talk slipped from
comparisons between the whores in
San Pedro Sula and Tegucigalpa to
their life's work--beating 'them
Commies, '

It was the evening of the day that
the military took over in Poland. But.
it wasn't that they were talking about.
It was E1 Salvador,

Lieutenant John Haverman's broad
Western American accent spread
through the night, It reached up to
the terrace where I was sitting, He
was interested in another news item.
A UPI dispatch from San Salvador
reported that the Salvadoran minister

10

of defense, Colonel Jose Guillermo
Garcia, said that his troops had
taken the site of the FMLN radio sta-
tion, Radio Venceremos., Garcia went
on to say that the offensive against
Morazan that his forces launched on
December 1 had been a total success,
A hundred, perhaps hundreds of
guerrillas, had been killed, The rest
had been driven from their positions
and were now in headlong flight,

"I was talking with Pete yesterday,

He says the heat's on in El Salvador,
They've driven out all the 'Commies’
and rubbed out a whole lot of them."

So, the American military advi-
sors were celebrating, What was dis-
turbing was that this time, Colonel
Garcia might not be lying,

A week earlier, in the village of
Castelar on the border with El Salva-
dor, '""Reina'" looked up at the moun-
tain tops on the other side of the river
and said:

"When the dogs bark up on Pena
Blanca, we know that they're coming
down, So, they were, the Salvadoran
soldiers were coming down from
their mountain-top camps., The peo-
ple of Castelar looked up at the shad-
ows of the mountains that were al-
ready beginning to dissolve in the
suddenly falling darkness,

"You can see their flashlights, "
someone said,

Most of the people in Castelar
were refugees from the town of .
Acatan in Chalatenango, the Salvado-
ran province just across the moun-
tains, They had chosen to live with
Honduran families who opened their
homes to them instead of the refugee
camps a few kilometers away in La
Virtud,

Some were standing around Reina
and looking at the distant flashlights,
The fear that haunts all their nights
was ob®™ously beginning to close in
on them. These people lived in Vic-
toria's house,

Victoria was more afraid this eve-
ning than even two weeks ago, when
her husband, Ciro Cruz, was mur-,
dered. Yesterday, Victoria was
summoned to Captain Moya, com-
mander of the camp in La Virtud.
"He told me that if I continued to
look for information about Ciro's
death, more blood would flow, "

The indications were that Ciro
Cruz, who worked for the Catholic
agency Caritas, was murdered by

Honduran soldiers acting on Captain
Moya's orders,

A REPORTER'S NOTEBOOK
OF THE SALVADORAN WAR

But it was not just Captain Moya's
threats that frightened Victoria this
evening, In the morning a group of
ten Salvadoran soldiers had come in-
to La Virtud., Quite openly, under
the eyes of the inhabitants, they went
right to the military headquarters
next to the church and talked with
Captain Movya.

What had they talked about? That
was the question that was bothering
Victoria. "Were they coming over to
kill us all?" There was an attempt
to inject a reassuring note. '"They
have never come to Castelar,' Reina |
said, It was squelched, '""There has
to be a first time,"

There was another disturbing sign.
Yesterday evening, Radio Vencere-
mos had been on the air only a quar-
ter of an hour. It reported that the
military had launched their biggest
offensive yet in Morazan and that
the station would discontinue its
broadcasting for a time for '"techni-
cal reasons, "

This morning, two Salvadoran
Fighters swept in over Castelar, fly-
ing in a wide circle toward La Virtud,
They came back and flew low over
the mountains to the other side of the
river, Then two muffled but powerful
explosions were heard,

Had the military started a new of-
fensive against Chalatenengo? The
questions increased., But in the eve-
ning, they all merged into one, "Are
they coming to kill us all?' They

didn't come,
They didn't come that night, But

they were nearby. The night was an
inferno of gunfire. By the sound of
breathing, you could tell that no one

slept. But no one talked either,
"They'" were near, Already before

dawn, everyone was up, While we
were eating by bonfires and waiting
for the sun to come up, Dona Angeli-
ca said:

"If only those Americans hadn't
gotten involved, If they had only left
us in peace, everything would have
been over by now, We could live in
peace and work,"

The people didn't want us to go,
The moment we were ready to leave,
a report came that Salvadoran sol- -
diers had crossed the border at La
Cuesta and were on their way here,
In entering Honduras, they had imme-
diately killed another Caritas worker,
The fear in Castelar would be even
greater this evening, The two Ame-
rican priests who replaced us as
"night watchers' in Victoria's house
could do nothing about that,




So, in one respect, Colonel Jose
Guillermo Garcia and his Honduran
cohorts had been successful, Fear
had taken root among the Salvadoran
refugees and among the Hondurans
who sympathized with them,

Spreading fear was a conscious
strategy, The aim was to '""persuade"
the refugees and, along with them,
the international aid workers, jour-
nalists, the observers, the watching
eyes, to move back to the new camps
at Mesa Grande far from the border,
Then, the frontier area would be left
free for more extensive coordinated
military actions beyond the view of
any watching eyes,

This operation was started right
after the arrival of Lieutenant John
Haverman at the end of July. Had
this success been followed up with
gains in Morazan as well? The

boisterous noises that emanated from
the vicinity of Lieutenant John Haver-

man's bottle of rum suggested that,
Had Colonel Garcia really spoken the
truth when he said that the offensive
was a ''total success?'"

No answer could be found in Tegu-
cigalpa, There was no way to go to
Morazan, The only thing left to do
was go to San Salvador, As Ileft,
Morazan in the distance seemed like
a picture postcard--silent, unmoving
across the almost empty savanna,

SHADOW PLAY IN THE
SALVADORAN CAPITAL

San Salvador was decked out for
Christmas, The military press office
was closed for the holiday, No re-
sponsible officer could be found, But

the ruling Christian Democracy Party
had called a special conference, Over

the entrance to the party's central
headquarters was a banner saying:
"The First Peaceful Revolution in
Latin America,'" The party's own
armed guards moved in the shadows
behind the iron gates, After a half
hour's checking of press credentials:
"Sorry, you can't go in,"

Official San Salvador seemed to
want to shut its eyes to the war, No
statement by officials, not even about

the "victorious offensive in Morazan,"

The papers more than before de-
scribed the manifestations of the war
as a matter of ordinary criminality,
About Morazan, they wrote that
""the remaining subversives'' had be-
gun to fight among themselves, On
the offensive, there was nothing,
Only the English language journal
News Gazette published a picture of
a truck-column soldier '"'on his way
home after the victorious offensive
in Morazan.'" No, official San Salva-

dor did not want to talk about the war.

It wanted to talk about the elections
on March 28 for the Constituent

Assembly. Naturally, there is no
question of the resistance fronts, the
FDR and FMLN, taking part in them.,

What the Americans want this
election for is to legitimize the gov-
ernment so that they can send in
more military and economic aid. It
was not someone from the FDR or
the FMLN who offered this analysis.
It was the lawyer Rene Fortin Mar-
gana, leader of Accion Democratica,
one of the five bourgeois opposition
parties, who said this,

"They have framed an electoral
law to guarantee a Christian Demo-
cratic victory,' he explained. To
telling criticism from him and other
bourgeois figures, the Christian
Democrats and the junta offered only
the reply that these rival parties
were corrupt, power hungry, and
had a history of totalitarianism,
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They were all telling the truth, in
what they said about each other, The
electoral law was rigged. The other
parties, like the Christian Democrats
were corrupt and power hungry, and
those that had any history at all had
one marked by totalitarianism, The
most striking thing, however, was
that the debate, despite the publicity
given to it, was like a shadow play.

No one understood it., No one paid
any attentien to it, No one was con-
cerned about it, The debate had noth-
ing to do with reality.

Even in San Salvador, where the
junta's control is most effective, it
was hard to find anyone outside of
the party apparatuses and the cor-
ridors of power who treated the
election and the discussion around
it as anything other than a conun-

drum,
The reality was the war, If the

war's existence was not denied en-
tirely, the parties' spokespersons
sidestepped the question by saying:
"That's the military's affair.' But
the military was '"closed for the
holidays., "

So, in San Salvador also I could
find no answer to the question of
whether there was any basis for
Colonel Garcia's proclamations of
victory.

It took thirty-five hours traveling,
spread out over three nights, to get
a definite answer, But then I found
out the truth and it was resounding

and ever more powerful, I found it
as we were nearing the heart of the
Eastern Front--The Frente Oriental-
Francisco Sanchez~ Morazan,

THE TRUTH

Colonel Garcia's claims were
false,

Immediately after our arrival,
Padre Rogelio Poncell, a Belgian
priest who has lived a long time in
El Salvador, began a New Year mass
for the heroes and martyrs who fell
in the struggle for freedom, It was
broadcast by Radio Venceremos,
which had resumed regular broad-
casting some days before,

The reading from the Gospel Ac-
cording to Saint Luke was preceded
by a reading of the poem '"The party':
", ..if you do not come ready to give
your heart and your life, don't bother
to come,,."

The need to be prepared to give
your life in the struggle for the libe-
ration of the poor and the oppressed
was the theme of Padre Rogelio's
New Year sermon,

"That is the great, unparalleled
heart of our Christian faith,,."

At the end of the service, the tra-
ditional '"Peace be with you, " was
followed by the slogan: "We Swear
That We Will Win!"

Through the singing of the crick-
ets, we could hear the noise of the
motors that supply electricity to

Radio Venceremos,
THE GUERRILLA COMMANDER'S

STORY

Just after midnight on New Year's
morning seemed an impossible time
for an interview, But Jorge Melen-
dez, Comandante Jonas, command-
er of the Eastern Front, was ready

‘to offer his time. He is perhaps

thirty, bearded, dark brown eyes,
broad shouldered, sturdy.

"The enemy needs a military and
political victory to lend their elec-
toral farce some credibility,' he
said, "So they threw more than ever
before into this offensive., The plan
was drawn up--that is officially
acknowledged--by a group of Ameri-
can advisors specially sent here,
Every day for a month, they pre-
pared the way for the offensive with
recon flights, as well as the placing
of measuring devices and informa-
tion gathering apparatuses."

The New Year's night was warm
and damp., People stripped to their
shorts were baking tortillas, The
mood was peaceful, People were
laughing and chatting,
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Comandante Jonas was tired, but
he spoke in a thoughtful well-orga-
nized way:

"We knew that they were pre-
paring a major offensive, and we
knew that their objective was to
silence Radio Venceremos and dis-
organize our forces. They cannot
crush us, they know that. What they
wanted to do was disorganize us and
neutralize our offensive capacity,
So, they sent in their best troops...
I don't mean the best in a good sense
but the militarily most experienced
and hardened--the Atlacatl Brigade
(trained by the American advisors),
the cavalry squadrons, the para-
troopers,and certain battalions of
the national and rural police forces.
In all, about 4, 000 men were in-
volved, plus helicopters and Fight-
ers,'

Maravilla interrupted, saying that
when the invasion began, the ten heli-
copters the junta has, flew in low in
a group from one place to another to
direct their forces: "It was like that
scene in Apocalypse Now, you know,"

"Yes,'" continued Comandante
Jonas. '""We knew what they were plan-
ning, and we prepared our defense
outside the enemy's range of opera-
tions, In a way, the enemy's concen-
trating troops here was an advantage
for us, We could go on the offensive
in other places.'"

In fact, while the junta's offensive
was underway, units of the FMLN

carried out a successful attack on the .

military camps in three of the biggest
towns in the area covered by the
Francisco Sanchez Eastern Front--
Usulutan, San Miguel, and L.a Union,

"The offensive tactic in these
cities was complemented up here with
a tactic that we call diversive resis-
tance,' Comandante Jonas continued,
'"The essential thing for us was to
protect the radio station and the civil-
ian population. With that objective,
we followed a tactic based on getting
the enemy to advance in the direction
that we wanted, We built up positions
that gave the impression of wanting
to defend, then gave them up one by
one, That gave the enemy, 'Los
Cuilios, ' the impression that they
were gaining, While certain units di-
verted the enemy in this way, others
were positioned to attack the enemy's
rearguard in order to lend support to
those that were encircled when they
tried to break out."

""At the same time, we warned the
civilian population to leave their
homes. We grouped them, together
with our armed personnel, the radio
team, and other units in columns that
spread out in various directions from
the place to which we were luring the
enemy, '

"Qur tactic worked perfectly., Af-
ter we broke the encirclement, our
troops spread out in various direc-
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tions, Some of them escorted un-
armed columns, while others were
organized to attack the enemy from
various points. This part of the

"We kept 'los Cuilios on the move
constantly. But we were also suc-
cessful in extending the operation
zone so widely that the enemy found
it difficult to find any targets. In
some cases, they spent a whole day
attacking a hill where no position

had been set up.'"
"We estimate that the enemy suf-

fered sixty-two casualties, eighteen
dead and the rest wounded, We took
six casualties, including only one
death. Moreover, we captured a lot
of weapons and ammunition, "
Carrying off such an operation was
far from easy. It meant leading col-
umns of up to 1, 000 persons, includ-
ing many women and children,
through the darkness of night to se-
cure places, It meant silent marches
in absolute blackness and lying quiet
in hiding places during the day. In
one column, a woman gave birth to
a child. It meant overcoming exhaus-
tion and fear. It meant trusting those
who gave the commands, and the
commanders being able to trust them-
selves,

STRENGTH OF THE RESISTANCE

"It might seem that we functioned
like a machine,!" Comandante Jonas
said, '"But it was far from like that.
To achieve success required an enor-

mous human exertion., You can see
yourself how we operate, and every-

thing that is going on now had to be
kept up then too. Food production
cannot be stopped. The medical bri-
gades have to remain on the alert,
the messengers have to be constantly
moving around, This work goes on
day and night, Without this enormous
human effort, without the human sup-
port that it represents, none of this
would have been possible, "

Even now at 2:00 a. m, on New
Year's morning activity continued.
There was radio contact between the
various ''"campamentos, ' silent
groups moved about, and the military
positions had to be maintained, Food
produc#ion--this rarely involved any-
thing more than tortillas and beans
or rice--almost never ceased.

Constantly moving about were the
messengers, food carriers, or re-
placements on their way out into the
darkness, And others were coming
back, There was the rattle of weap-

| ons, People presented themselves,

There was a lot of washing of hands.
Everyone has to wash their hands
before eating their two tortillas and
going to sleep where they can find
room to lie down,

""After all,' Comandante Jonas
continued, ''The enemy forces num-
bered 4, 000, They had all the techni-

cal equipment, They had helicopters.,

They had inexhaustible supplies of
ammunition--cannon, grenade lannca-
ers, advanced radio equipment.

Our forces had achieved a con-
siderable military capacity.”

"But, " he stressed, ''the most
important thing is that our comba-

tientes have a higher morale than

the enemy. They have the support of
the people, while 'los Cuilios'are
despised by the people. We know
what we are fighting for. 'Los

Cuilios' don't,"

You could see the truth of what he
was saying just by looking around.
Almost all the people there came
from villages around Morazan, They
were poor farmers and agricultural
workers, or sons and daughters of
the poor rural working people. Some
were workers from the cities., A few
were students, But it was a whole
risen people.

The assurance they all showed
was an illustration of what Coman-
dante Jonas said. Their local roots
gave them a knowledge of the terrain,
the mountain stairways, all the |
thousand ways of avoiding the enemy.

In late December, when the enemy
troops started to retreat, the FMLN
units retook the areas that had been
abandoned. At the same time, a se-
rious attack was launched against the
fixed positions that the enemy had
established around these areas,

In these attacks, more casualties
were inflicted on the enemy, more
material was captured, and the FM-
1IN took five prisoners, They were
Manuel Antonio Rosales Chavez, a
twenty-five year-ould sergeant; Nel-
son Ernest Hernandez, eighteen, a
private; Jorge Francisco Lemus
Casillo, eighteen, a private; Jose
Alberto Martinez Vallalta, fifteen,

a private; and Adalbero Campos,
eighteen, a private.

"They grabbed me on the way to
school, ' Jorge Francisco L.emus

said, "They only gave me time to re-
turn my books to my mother,'" I
wanted to desert all the time,' an-
other said, who could barely write
his name, ''But they caught several
deserters, and so I got too scared to
try it."

"They're taking everybody over
the age of fourteen,' said Jose Mar-
tinez Villalta, who is only fifteen.

The prisoners had seen some of
the work of the Atlacatl elite units:

"They told us that they killed 700
guerrillas,'' Manuel said, ''But later
when we came to Mozote, we saw
that it was women and children, "

The hundreds of guerrillas that
the minister of defense, Jose Guiller-
mo Garcia claimed were killed in the
offensive were not guerrillas. They
were women, children, and old
people--unarmed civilians,

Most of them were deeply relig-
ious, many of them members of var-




ious religious sects, They did not
want to heed the FMLN's warning to
evacuate the villages as the offen-
sive neared,

'"They won't do anything to us, "
these people said, '""We aren't in-
volved. We will stay where God wills,
and if God wills that we die here,
then so be it,"

Now as witnesses were starting to
stream in the villages were being
retaken, the macabre statistics could
be tallied up. About 900 persons,
most of them women, children, and
old people, were murdered by the
junta's elite units.

SLAUGHTER

We approached Mozote at dawn.
There '"compas'' (companeros) went
with us. The countryside was dark.
The path led through woods and
groves, It reminded me a bit of Vast-
manland in Sweden,

As soon as we came close to the
village, I noticed the smell, The
odor of death, Bodies left unburied,

On the right, there was a church,
The plaza in front, with its grass
and stepping stones, seemed more
meadow than market place, Three
streets extended in various direc-
tions from it,

Mozote must have been a pleasant
village, Now there was hardly a
house in it left whole, Most of the
dead bodies lay under collapsed
roofs, Others were hastily buried.
In some houses, human skeletons
lay over broken beams, Here there
was a skull, There chest bones, A
shoe with a severed leg, There was
an audible flutter of wihgs. The
trees were alive with vultures.

In one house on the outskirts, lay
an old woman, naked, her body
hunched over, her hands covering
her face, as if she were shielding
herself from a blow, Her body was
almost whole, .. almost,

The first thing the government
troops did when they entered on the
evening of December 11 was to steal
all the valuables,

Rofina Maya was one of the few
villagers who survived, She talked
so fast that it was hard to follow her.
It was as if she was trying to get
through the story so quickly that she
would not have to think about it again,

"They put the men up in the
church, The women were taken into
Alfredo Marquez's house, At 12:00,
they started killing the men, In the
afternoon, they started on the wom-

en, The young ones were taken up on
the hill and raped, then shot., They
took me out with six others at night,
I was lucky. It must have been a
miracle of God,

"I hid behind a tree., They didn't
see me, even though I was no further
away from them than I am from you,
I stood still and saw them shoot the
others, and then burn their bodies,

I stood still, I don't know where I
got the strength, The soldiers were
only a few feet away. They started
to talk.

"] have killed fourteen women and
eight men, ' one of them said. 'But
now Captain Ortega wants me to kill
kids too. But I won't do that.' I had
to listen to them a whole hour An-
other soldier told him that Captain
Ortega would kill him if he didn't do
what he was told. 'That doesn't mat-
ter, ' he said, 'I can kill men and
women all right, but I can't kill kids
who never did anything,'

"I don't know how I could have

stood so still listening to them, It
must have been God's will, Then all
but two of them left, I heard them
starting to kill the children., At the
same time, some others shouted that
there were good things to take from
the houses, and one of the two went
off in that direction, He must have
found something to take. It was then
that I ran away,"

Rofina Maya lost her husband and
five children that day in Mozote, She
is thirty-eight.

"My oldest are all that I have
left,'"" she said. '"They were with the
muchachos (young people), so I still
have them,"

Arambala is a few hours away,
near the big road between Gotera and
Perquin, the ''Calle Negra,' as it is
called, the '""Black Road,' because it
is covered with asphalt, The soldiers
killed only five of the local people
there before the compas drove them
away. Arambala is a bigger town,
The streets are covered with big
paving stones, It is a well ordered,
clean, and pleasant village, There is
even a telephone,

Eight compas accompanied us.
All had FAL rifles, which have great-
er fire power than a G-3 or M-16,
On the Calle Negra, the Cuilios
might be lying in ambush, and it was
already afternoon, We felt better.

Arambala's streets were full of
people as we entered. The compas
greeted acquaintances here and there,
No one s{gpped them to discuss with
them. Here everyone knows who they
are, They have known many of them
from childhood,

Despite the crowds on the streets,
Arambala had a desolate look, When
we came out on the road going to the
Calle Negra, we saw why, The people
were leaving the village, A dozen of
them were wandering up the white
gravel road, bundles on their shoul-
ders, bags and children in their
hands, Some had their barnyard fowl
hanging from their necks,

"What's going on?" I asked. '"Why
are you going away?"

An old man looked at me, troubled
and astonished,

""Don't you know? Don't you know
what they did in Mozote, They said
that they would come back.'" He
hurried on,

We turned away from the gravel
path down a stairway. Soon we would
reach the Calle Negra. A week ear-
lier, when we came from another di-
rection, we had been forced to turn
back, The Cuilios controlled the
road, and it could not be crossed.

We could have crossed it before, but
at the risk of a clash, However, the
FMLN's military tactics call for not
"getting involved'' in clashes except
when you want to and on your own
conditions,

Then it had been night., Now it
was broad daylight, and we had to go
a few kilometers on the road itself.
The Calle Negra cuts through sever--
al densely wooded hills where it is
easy to hide, Were there any Cuilios
up there? '

We went two by two on each side
of the road, Suddenly a group of peo-
ple ran from under the big tree right
before a long downhill curve,

"Hey, what's that?' I shouted,

"It's compas, ' my companion
said reassuringly.

And there stood the whole group
of them, Tonio with his reserved
smile and confident look, Pepe, the
comedian, Chico with the radio trans-
mitter, Aflredo who was almost
toothless. ., .Thirteen people from one
of the many campamentos that are
strung out across Morazan, They
had Chinese bazookas and a couple
of captured cannon,

"We hold the Calle Negra now, "
said Tonio., '""We are waiting for the
Cuilios, They will come, but they
have not yet dared set foot outside
Gotera., "

Then the air was filled with the
roaring of motors,

"Only commercial traffic,' said
Tonio, as three cargo trucks swung
around the bend and stopped in front
of the compas, Nods of recognition.
Exchange of information, The driv-
ers bummed cigarettes from the
compas,

Finally, another three nights
travel, Back through the other cam-
pamentos, By a sugar factory in full
production, past the livestock farms,
by the new clinic, where the wounded
that had followed us on mules and
stretchers during the first night's
travel had begun to be treated, back
through the forests, across the sa-
vannas, up the terrifying mountain
stairways and the steep slopes, back
over the rivers., ''Home safe,"
Mabel had said, an irresistibly lov-

able person, who had lost her left
hand in a bomb explosion.

And so, I went back to the Eden
Boarding House in Tegucigalpa,
where Lieutenant John Haverman and
his buddies were still staying.
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MEXICAN TROTSKYISTS CAMPAIGN FOR
DEMOCRACY AND SOCIALISM, SALVADOR AND POLAND

This interview was given to Gerry

|Foley in Paris in mid-January by

Manuel Aguilar Mora, a leader of
the Partido Revolucionario de los
Trabajadores (PRT), Revolutionary
Workers Party, Mexican section of
the Fourth International. The trans-
cript was translated and edited.,

Question. The campaign that the
PRT is running for the Mexican pres-

idential elections that will be held

on July 4 is the first major national

election campaign that the Mexican

Trotskyists have undertaken.
What is the social and political
context of this election campaign?

Answer, The relative stability
that has existed in the country is be-
ginning to break down,

On the economic level, Mexico is
starting to be drawn into the world
recession, which up till now, thanks
to the oil boom, it has been able to
avoid. The economic crisis here will
certainly be very deep.

The 0il boom started in 1977, Mex-
ican petroleum exports went from al-
most nothing to nearly two million
barrels a day, The boom lasted until
1980, But in 1981 it started to wane.
In May of that year, the U,S. suc-
ceeded in the first phase of its opera-
tion to break the back of OPEC, It
forced down the price of oil by four
dollars a barrel.

It is estimated that the cut in the
oil price cost the Mexican govern-
ment ten billion dollars last year.
That is about one fourth of its total
foreign debt, Mexico is now deeper
in debt than Brazil, which had had
the most massive debt of any country
in the world.

What this loss of income means
for Mexico can be seen if you consid-
er that the other industries have been
stagnating for some time and despite
heavy investments in agriculture, the
country is still obliged to import
substantial quantities of grain and
other foodstuffs, In particular, the
oil income had been subsidizing the
development of agriculture and food
imports.

Q. What is the inflation rate?
A, 1Itis running at about 30%,
that is, three times that of the U8
A devaluation of the peso is almost

inevitable. '

Q. How is the government respond:
ing to these difficulties?
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A, For the first time, the govern-
ment finds itself caught in a tight cor-
ner from which it can find no way out,
It has to reduce its social spending,
all the benefits that it has traditional-
ly parcelled out as a means of social
control, The vast bureaucracy of the
government, the official party, the
unions, official peasant associations,
and so forth is based on this system
of social benefits, So, the horizon is
dark for the government,

Q. What sort of impact has the
revolutionary upsurge in Central
America had on Mexico?

A. The main impact of the Salva-
doran revolution is among workers
and among the peasants, This is
much more true than in the case of
the Nicaraguan revolution., It is a
thousand times more true than in the
case of the Cuban revolution,

The Cuban revolution never had
an important influence in Mexico out-
side of some student circles,

In the case of the Nicaraguan revo-
lution, sections of the democratic
and progressive bourgeoisie had con-
siderable weight in the solidarity
movement,

But the base of the movement of
solidarity with El Salvador is essen-
tially the worker and peasant masses,

The impact of the Salvador revo-
lution is particularly strong among
the poor masses in the Mexican
states that border on Central Ameri-
can countries,

Take Chiapas, for example, This
is the most important of the border
states, It is very backward. The
conditions there are quite similar to
those in the Central American coun-
tries.

There is a large Native American
population, many of whom do not
speak Spanish. They are to a large
extent part of one Mayan nation that
extends throughout the area. And so
they identify very closely with the
struggle of the Native Americans in
Guatemala in particular, who are
their people.

The Mexican government is pro-
moting the slogan, ''Chiapas Is Mex-
ico, too.' Our slogan is ''Central
America Starts in Chiapas, "

Q, Are there concrete links be-
tween the peoples of Central Ameri-
ca and the people of Chiapas?

A, There are a lot of Guatemalan
refugees in Chiapas, and organiza-

tions are developing to aid them,
The Mexican government is obvious-
ly getting worried about the area,
They have pumped in a lot of money.
They started public works programs,

The government is also starting
to move against the Central Ameri-
can refugees, Last year, it carried
out a scandalous action., It deported
hundreds of Guatemalan refugees
back to certain death, The entire
left has gone on a campaign to de-
nounce this,

Q, How much repression is there
in the rest of the country?

A, The government has been de-
veloping a system of kidnapping peo-
ple, starting with former guerrillas,
and holding them in secret prisons,
and often assassinating them. This
system was tested on a grand scale
by the rightists in Argentina, We
have been building a mass campaign
against this, Our candidate, Rosario
Ibarra de Piedra, had a son kid-
napped years ago. She has not heard
anything about him since, She heads
one of the organizations that repre-
sents the families of the "disap~
peared ones, "

The general location of some of
the secret prisons is known, We
have held election rallies in some
of those towns and there have also
been protest meetings against the
existence of secret prisons in the
area,

Q. When did yvou start your cam-
paign?

A, Formally our campaign started
in the middle of November., We had
a kickoff rally that was attended by
four thousand persons, It also inau-
gurated our electoral coalition, the
Frente Obrero, Campesina, Popular
(The Workers, Peasants,and People's
Front).

Q. What is the background to your
presidential campaign? How was it
prepared politically?

A, Last March, our party de-
cided that the best presidential can-
didate for the left would be Rosario
Ibarra de Piedra, since she had
distinguished herself as one of the
main leaders of the fight for democ-
ratic rights, which would have to be
one of the main axes of a campaign
by the left,

In our country, because of the tra-
ditions of the Mexican revolution and
the government's methods of social

control, the issue of democratic
L]
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rights is very closely tied to the
problem of building effective mass
organizations that can really repre-
sent the people,

Besides the right of free speech
and assembly, the right of free as-
sociation and the right to belong to
organizations and parties of your own
choice is central. The government
tries to force all workers and peas-
ants to belong only to organizations
it controls and to force them to af-
filiate to the government party, the
PRI, Attempts by the workers and
peasants to form their own organiza-
tions or fight for control of the es-
tablished ones have often been sup-
pressed by armed force.

Q. Does that mean that you pro-
posed Rosario as a united-{front can-
didate?

A, Yes., This election will be
something quite new in Mexico, For
the first time, two left parties that
oppose the government will be on the
ballot, the United Socialist Party of
Mexico (PSUM), which includes the
old Communist Party; and the Revo-
lutionary Workers Party (PRT), Mex-
ican section of the Fourth Internation-
al, For the first time, there is the
possibility of putting forward a cred-
ible alternative to the government
party., We believed that the two reg-
istered parties had a responsibility
to the workers movement and to the
masses to present a united candidate
around which the entire movement
could rally,

Q. What was the response of the
PSUM?

A, They were not interested. In
November, they named Arnaldo Mar-
tinez Verdugo, former general sec-
retary of the Communist Party as
their candidate, They did not bother
even to discuss this with us or any-
one else. They did it unilaterally,

Q. So, what did you gain by offer-
ing to collaborate with the PSUM in
a united-front campaign?

A, We thought that it was impor-
tant for the left to know who was res-
ponsible for the fact that the two left
parties did not run a united campaign
against the government in the elec-
tions,

In any case, Rosario's candidacy
was the first proposed, and so from
March until November the discussion

of a campaign by the left centered
around her, She is clearly a much
more popular candidate than Marti-
nez Verdugo. And since her candida-
cy was proposed earlier she had had
more time to become known,

Q. Have you been able to get the
support of other forces for your cam-

Eaign?

A, Yes, We got the support of
two other parties, which did not have
ballot status, They joined our elec-
toral coalition, They were the Movi-
miento Revolucionario del Pueblo,
which comes out of a Maoist tradi-
tion; and the Union de Lucha Revolu-
cionaria, which comes out of a split
in the Socialist Current,

Besides this, other groups sup-
port us without being formally in the
electoral coalition, One is the Orga-
nizacion Comunista Proletaria, This
group is based primarily among elec-
trical workers and includes nuclear-
industry workers and steel-workers,
It is a purely workers organization.
The origin of it is the struggle waged
by the Democratic Tendency in the
Electrical Workers Union,

Q. What are the central issues
in your campaign?

A. Our campaign has the follow-
ing focus, It is a campaign for work-
ing-~class independence from the
government and from its official par-
ty. That means that its main objec-
tive is to expose the way the govern-
ment and its party have coopted the
workers movement and made it serve
their pro-imperialist policy,

Our campaign centers on pushing
the demand for the working class to
break with the official party and
found its own mass party indepen-
dent of the bourgeoisie,

In this framework, we are putting
forward a program calling for basic
democratic rights. Because here
one of the main obstacles to the
workers forming their own party and
even their own unions is the govern-
ment's imposing its own organiza-
tions by force,

We support the new peasant orga-
nizations that have arisen in recent
yvears and are united in the Coordina-
dora Campesina Revolucionaria Inde-
pendiente and the Coordinadora Na-
cional '"Plan de Ayala,'" And we sup-
port their demands of land to the til-
ler and cheap and easily available
credit, The right of association is an
important demand for the peasants,
too, because the government tries to
control t#em through its peasant or-
ganizations,

The demands of the shantytown
dwellers are also very important, be-
cause the Mexican cities are mush-

rooming.

In Mexico City, for example, it is
estimated that roughly half the popu-
lation live in subhuman conditions,
They are fighting for the right to or-
ganize, for minimal municipal ser-
vices--lighting, drainage, etc.--and

for recognition of their right to the 8-

land on which their homes are built

and for recognition of their elected
bodies,

R

Q. Do any of the shantytown dwel-
lers organizations support your cam-
paign?

A, Yes.Some of them do sothrough
the Movimiento Revolucionario del
Pueblo, which is in the electoral co-
alition, There are also others that
are supporting us and have been rep-
resented at rallies,

Q. What about trade unions?

_A, No unions are supporting us as
such, although we have the backing of
a number of influential activists,

We have been the first political
organizations to hold rallies for trade
unionists., For example, at the start .
of the campaign to get the PRT on the
ballot, we held a rally for the Elec-
trical Workers Union, to show that
our campaign was going to be based
primarily on unionists,

A central theme of the campaign
is the need for a mass democratic
workers party based on the unions,
Everywhere we have the strength, we
hold meetings in the unions, among
the electrical workers, the oil work-
ers, and the steelworkers,

We also expect that our campaign
will enable us to link up with thelarge
number of democratic and clas-atrug-l

| gle tendencies in the unions that op-

pose the PRI union bosses, the infa-
mous charros.

Q. What kind of results have you
gotten so far from your campaign?

A, We started the campaign in
Guerrero, This is a very important
state because the repression there
has been intense. So, we thought that
it would be good for Rosario, an out-
standing fighter against repression,
to begin her campaign there.

In fact, the first stage of the cam-
paign had to be a bit impromptu. The
posters that we had were for the pre-
vious period, before Rosario was of-
ficially our candidate,

We visited the cities of Chipancin-
go, Tasco, Acapulco, Atoyac, and
held very good rallies in all those
places,

Despite the fact that we were not
properly 'prepared, our campaign was
every bit as effective as that of the
PSUM,

The second stage of the campaign
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started in January. A hundred thou-
sand posters have already been
printed.

Q. What sort of media coverage
have you gotten?

A, We have been putting on one
TV program a month since Septem-
ber. Also Rosario has been very
widely interviewed on TV, radio, and
in the press. The one that is to be
put on this month will be largely de-
voted to Poland., We estimate that it
will be viewed by two million people,

Q. What sort of international is-

minent role, There was a small
group from the CP, about ten compa-
neros,

I think that this was the first large
political demonstration against Sta-
linist dictatorship in Latin America,
The only other large protest against
a Stalinist crime I know of was the
turnout for Trotsky's funeral, But
that was largely a personal tribute
and an expression of moral outrage,

Q, The Mexican CP is sometimes
called ""Euro- Communist,' Could
you describe its reaction in more de-

tail?

sues have been important in the cam-
paign? '
A, The main ones are El Salva-

dor and Poland. We dedicated our
second program to the Salvadoran

revolution, The Communist Party

. companeros told us that they thought
this was not very good electoral pol-
itics, That was because it gave the
image of a party supporting an insur-
rection, supporting a revolution.

Beginning last January, coincid-
ing with the FMLN offensive, we
started a major campaign in support
of the Salvadoran revolution, We are:
completely immersed in this work,
Right now we are involved in build-
ing a world forum on solidarity with
El Salvador that will be held in Mex-
ico City at the end of March and will
be attended by representatives of or-
ganizations from a very wide range
of countries,

From the beginning, we linked
defense of the revolution in El Sal-
vador with defense of the revolution-
ary process in Poland,

Q. Did this cause yvou any prob-
lems in your El Salvador work with
representatives of the Cuban and
Nicaraguan government or forces
that follow them?

A, No, The Cubans and Nicara-
guans play no apparent role. They
do not have any political influence
here, and are in fact quite isolated
in Mexican society., What was impor-
tant was that linking El1 Salvador and
Poland was popular with Mexican
workers, who feel the issue of de-
mocracy very keenly.

Q. What was the response in
Mexico to the crackdown in Poland?

A. We organized a small demon-
stration outside the Polish embassy
on December 15 and issued a press
statement, We were the first party
in Mexico that came to the defense
of Solidarity.

On December 17, we called a
demonstration in the center of Mexi-
co City, Two other Trotskyist groups
joined with us, the Marxist Workers
League and the Socialist Party.

About four thousand people partic-
ipated, There was also one Commu-
nist Party deputy who played a pro-
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A, The PSUM did not take a posi-
tion on Jaruzelski's action until qui-
te late, almost a week afterward,
Basically they came out for Jaruzel-
ski, although they tried to cover this
up to some extent by saying that they
were concerned but that it was a Po-
lish internal matter, Their position
was about like that of the French CP,

We learned later that there was a
very sharp fight in the PSUM Central
Committee between a majority that
supported Jaruzelski and a minority
that was more favorable to Solidarity.
The more pro-5Stalinist won.

The result was the appearance of
signs of resentment, lack of confi-
dence, and demoralization among the

‘ranks,

One expression of this came at
the festival held yearly for the pub-
lication Oposicion, which represents

| all the groups that united with the CP

in the PSUM, A small group of young
party members demonstrated in sup-
port of Solidarity, The group was
quickly broken up by the party de-
fense guard,

Q, Is there much confusion about
the character of Solidarity on the

left?

A, The government and the right-
wing union bureaucrats are trying to
create as much as possible, For ex-
ample, Felipe Velasquez, the top
union bureaucrat said that the sup-
ression of Solidarity showed the
definitive failure of Communism,
but that it had no importance for us
because the Mexican labor movement
is anti- Communist already.

Q, But you think the example of
Solidarity is a positive one for the

Mexican workers?

A, That's right, Building a move-
ment in solidarity with Solidarity can
clarify the nature of socialism itself,
of workers democracy, of the democ-
ratic socialism we want in Mexico,

There are many lessons the Mex-
ican workers movement can learn
from Solidarity, about workers de-
mocracy, about self-management of
industry, about independence of the
labor movement from the state and
from political parties.

Q. The Mexican workers have
been through a similar experience
haven't they, of state control of all
mass organizations?

A, Yes, they know what that
means, |

Q. What effect do you think the
repetition of the Kremlin slanders
against Solidarity by the Cuban and
Nicaraguan official press will have
in Mexico?

A, A very bad reaction from the
Mexican masses, It will deepen the
isolation of the Nicaraguans and Cu-
bans in Mexico,

Q. Is it true that even before the
events in Poland one of the major
Mexican polls showed that PRT as
likely to get at least as large a vote
as the PSUM?

A, Yes, But we are not taking
anything for granted. We think that
we will get a good vote and that this
will be important, But we do not
expect to get the half million votes
that would be necessary to stay on
the ballot. There is no such thing as
permanent ballot status in Mexico
anyway. You have to get a high vote

in every election,
For us the important thing is to

build a stronger party that will be
more able to take on the tasks we
have ahead of us.

We expect to triple our member-
ship during the campaign, We have
already taken steps to transform our
publishing operations,

We have bought and installed a
word-processing system in our print
shop, We intend to publish many
more pamphlets also and to begin a
theoretical journal. We are also plan-
ning to set up a regular publishing
house,

Q. What indications do you have
of the way that the party is growing
through the election campaign?

A, Well, you know the problem
of communications in Mexico, We
have no statistics, That will take
quite a while, But we do have indica-
tions,

In cities such as Atoyac in Guer-
rero, cities of twenty or thirty thou-
sand inhabitants, we had rallies of
five and six hundred people,

In Ahatlan, which was the first
stop in the second phase of the cam-
paign, in the northeast, we had no
organization before, and now we have
a cell there, We are seeing this in
a number of cities on the tours,

In Chiapas, for example, we have
had cells in various towns such as
San Cristobal and Tuxla Gutierrez,
the most important ones, Now we
are developing a relationship with a
group of peasants living right on the
border. They will certainly partici-
pate in the campaign, e
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By Daniel Jebrac

In Brazil elections are still
scheduled for next November, No
less than four elections are due to
take place: municipal, legislative,
senatorial--and the first direct elec-
tions of the state governors since
the establishment of the dictatorship.

When the question is raised wheth-
er these elections will really be
held, members of the government
reply that no doubt is possible since
...President Figuereido himself has
given his word.

On the other hand, just eight
months before the event, it is still
impossible to know definitively what
the electoral regulations will be, The
government modifies them as itlikes
from week to week, from 'pacote'’
(literally the bundle of dossiers set-
ting out the decrees governing the
elections) to 'pacotons'(smaller
bundles of decrees) in order to en-
sure its victory,

The November 'pacote' was an
example of the dictatorship's
absolute cynicism,On the one hand,
it established the 'tied vote', that is
to say, the voters are obliged to
vote for the same slate in the four
elections, Since only legally recog-
nised parties have the right to put
up candidates, this means each
voter is forced to choose one party
and one alone for all the elections,.
This is practically affiliation by
constraint!

On the other hand, coalitions are
forbidden, which means that local
agreement s or common lists between
two parties will be invalid,

These two decrees aim to split up
the opposition in order to boost the
chances of the ruling party, which
opinion polls suggest is trailing in
all the main states,

To respond to the November 'pac-
ote!, the two big bourgeois opposition
parties, the Party of the Brazilian
Democratic Movement (PBDM) and
the Popular Party (PP) have just

Brazilian Workers Party

held a fusion congress on the 14th of
February. This fusion demonstrates
still further the bourgeois character
of this opposition.

The PP is in fact today considered
in Brazil to be the 'bankers party’,
It is led by a number of old politic-
ians who were among the brains be-
hind the 1964 coup d'etat, It figured
in the initial project of the 'democ-
ratic opening' as a lifebelt for the
regime, offering the possibility of
forming a majority coalition between
itself and the ruling party.

The dictatorship is not letting this
pass. It threatens to ban this fusion
de facto by appealing to the electoral
tribunal. Only candidates who have
belonged to a party for more thanone
year will be validated--which elimin-
ates candidates of a party formed
from a fusion eight months before
the elections. One just has to think
these things out....

The idea of a workers party, 'a
party without bosses,' arose in
1979 among the militant trade union-
ists in the working-class suburbs of
Sao Paulo. They had run up against
the limits of working-class action in
the framework of an official union
subordinated to the state apparatus.
The idea got a broad response in the
young working class born out of the
industrialization and the Brazilian
miracle, which was free from the
tradition of class collaboration,

Upsetting the dictatorship's ex-
pectations, the PT managed to obtain
ballot status in 1981. To do this, it
had to set up officially recognized
party structures in a third of the
election districts in at least nine
states, The PT did this in fifteen
out of the twenty-two states of the
Brazilian union, It has organizations
today in seventeen states and has
between 300, 000 and 350, 000 persons
affiliated tg it.

It is still uncertain whether mili-
tant trade unionists like Lula at Sao

Prepares For Mass Election Campaign

Paulo or Olivio Dutra at Porto
Alegre will be able to stand, Trade
union leaders suspended from their
posts due to strikes are supposed to
be able to stand. The only people who
will be invalidated will be militants
definitively sentenced under the Nat-
ional Security Law--i, e, after all
the appeal procedures have been
exhausted,

For example, Lula, the chairman
of the Workers Party has been sent-
enced , but he has filed an appeal, He
will only be invalidated after this
appeal procedures has been exhaust-
ed, This will depend on the speed or
slowness of judicial processes--in
other words on the good will of the
dictatorship., It will wait till the last
moment to know if an extra opposit-
ion candidate will help or damage its
electoral showing,

Within the Workers Party, these
maneuvers have provoked an oppos-
ite reaction to the one that pushed
the PP and the PBDM into a fusion,
It confirmed that the 'democratic
opening ' remained firmly in the
dictatorship's hands and the elector-
al dice were already very much
loaded, The powerful rank-and-file
current in favour of the party having
its own candidates at all levels and
opposed to political coalitions with
bourgeois parties was therefore re-
inforced,

Thus , the Sao Paulo state PT
congress designated , on the 23rd
of January, Luis Inacio da Silva,
Lula, as the party's candidate for
governor of the state, We met Lula
just after this nomination and
interviewed him about the objections
which his candidature has provoked
as well as his reaction to the Polish
bureaucracy's crackdown against
Solidarnosc,

This interview is published
below , following a round table
discussion of PT leaders heldbefore

the Congress,




WHAT SORT OF SOCIALISM FOR THE BRAZILIAN WORKERS?

Luis Inacio Da Silva: '"Lula, "
chairman of the PT, steelworkers

leader:

When we reject the Social Demo-
cratic perspective, this is because
we think that Social Democracy is
nothing more than the most devel-
oped answer to socialism that capi-
talism has been able to come up with,

Social Democracy was possible in
the form it has taken in Germany, in
Sweden, or in Great Britain, only
insofar as there were other peoples
who were exploited, as in Brazil,
Latin America, Asia, and Africa....

I have also criticized bureaucrat-
ic socialism, the sort of socialism
in which the state apparatus accepts
no criticism and sets the rules of
the game without the participation of
society...

Em Tempo

During a television broadcast,
some bosses wanted to know your po-
sition (or to provoke you) on the
question of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, What's the story?

I have no trouble in an-
It doesn't mat-

Da Silva.
swering that question.
ter whether they were trying to pro-
voke me or not, The fact is that we
were discussing the question of pow-
er and what the workers would do
when they take power, I said that
we would do this and we would do
that, I talked about the demands of
the workers that the government and
the bosses are refusing to meet to-
day. At that moment, one of the bos-
ses said: '"'But that would be a dicta-
torship of the proletariat!'" Then, I
answered that it would be the will of
the majority made a reality, it would
be a government of the majority an-
swering to the needs of the majority.
Now, if the workers are the majority
--since we are for democracy--the
government and the state power
should go to them, And their inter-
ests should be served. Isn't democ-
racy the will of the majority?

If the minority--the bosses--want
to call that the dictatorship of the
proletariat, that's their problem.
Maybe that's the way they see democ-
racy for the majority.

Em Tempo.

In defining itself as socialist, the
PT is also defining its international
relations, On what criteria will they
be based?

Luis Eduardo Greenlalgh: secre-
tary for foreign relations: The PT
is trying to establish relations with
all Socialist and Communist parties
in the world, At the same time, it is
maintaining its independence. It is
most interested in the revolutionary
literation movements in the so-
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called third world countries.

We have relations with the Sandi-
no National Liberation Front in Ni-
caragua (FSLN), with the Liberation
Front of Mozambique, with the Pal-
estinian Liberation Organization, In
Europe, naturally we have contacts
with the CPs and the SPs, But the PT
is maintaining absolute independence
from any international party or cur-
rent,

Em Tempo.
Does the PT have relations with
the Polish union Solidarity?

Greenlalgh, That question has not
arisen yet. Solidarity is a union, and
the PT is a party, Thus, the room
for relations is quite limited, But the
PT trade unionists are trying to de-
velop fraternal relations with Solida-
rity, although the meeting between
Lula and L.ech Walesa raised some

problems,

Lech Walesa drew Lula's attention
to the fact that it was difficult for a
trade unionist such as himself to get
involved in building a party. Lula
didn't like that very much, You know
the kind of people here in Brazil who
use this kind of argument, Lula
talked to him about the situation in
our country, pointing out that here
trade-union struggle is insufficient
to impell a process of transforma-

| tion in the interests of the workers,

He explained to Walesa that we had
exhausted the possibilities of purely
trade-union action before making the
leap to the PT, At the same time,
he explained that while it was a par-
ty the PT had not yet succeeded in
ousting a single minister, while
Solidarity, which is only a union,
had already toppled several minis-
ters and was openly defying the
government,. ..

Em Tempo.

What sort of activity is the PT
carrying out in line with its inter-
national policy?

Greenlalgh, It supports all the
forcessshat are fighting against the
dictatorships in Latin America. It
defends at all costs the right of peo-

ples to self-determination. And it
condemns any political or military
intervention by a great power in an-
other country, such as, for example,
Ronald Reagan's threats in Central
America, The PT has publicly con-

|demned the preparations for inva- .

sions of Cuba, Nicaragua, and El
Salvador. We would do the same, for
example, if Russia moved to invade
Poland,

Em Tempo.
What does the socialism of the PT
mean to you?

Apolonio De Carvalho, vice presi-
dent of the PT. The PT is a new par-

ty. It has tactics and the elements of
a strategy, which are laid down in
its basic documents, But it has no
fully worked out strategy. It has a
vision of a new society, without ex-
ploited or exploiters....

The PT has clearly defined its
present objectives. The first is to
unite and organize the workers in

the towns and in the countryside, both
manual and intellectual workers.

Our objective is to force out the
dictatorship and lay the foundations
for a democratic government that
will serve the interests of the work-
ers monitored by the popular forces
and with a growing participation by
them in it,

Franciso Weffort, secretary of
the National Executive of the PT, |

You ask me to what extent the PT |
could accept the general reformist
principle that the end is nothing but
the movement is everything, I think
that the PT does not accept it, It
wants to transform society in accor-
dance with the perspective of social-
i8Me cu o

There is nothing to say that a par-
ty with a revolutionary conception
cannot make alliances even on the
governmental level. Its main activi-
has to be in social organizations,
trade unions, social and cultural
movements,

I would avoid the expression ''de-
struction of the state apparatus."

It doesn't correspond to political re-
ality in the modern world. What you
can do is transform the state appa-
ratus, put it under the supervision
of the social organizations and the
people. Everywhere that an attempt
to destroy the state apparatus has
taken place, it has ended in an enor-
mous bureaucratization, What has
happened in reality is the reconsti-
tution of a state apparatus as power-
ful as the one that existed before,

In my opinion, it is difficult to
say what the PT's experience is si-
milar to, but it is easy to say what
it is not like, The PT was born in
Brazil in the context of the historic
failure of labourism in conditions in
which the working class was not
attracted to Stalinism,

The Social Democratic experience
has nothing in common with the ex-
perience of the PT, What you find
among a great many PT activists is
an affinity with the thought of Anto==
Gramsci, which looks to the strugg =
for hegemony, the cultural strugg =
the idea that power is diffused in
bourgeois society and not conce=n-

| trated solely in the state apparatus.

This affinity is most of all theore-
tical, and you know it is a very lo=g
step between theory and practice.




The current given impetus by
Solidarity in Poland is pointed in the
same direction. The resemblance is
owing to the fact that both movements’
arose from the workers and seek po-
litical independence, The differences
are also great, Solidarity doesn't yet
define itself as a party and is fighting
against a state with a very different
social and economic basis from the
one we live under,

Olivio Dutra: vice chairman of the
PT, leader of the bank workers union
in Porto Alegre, suspended by the
government authorities:

The experience of the USSR in its
first phase of building a new society,
the mobilization and participation of
the masses, remains unforgetable,
Now, for the most diverse historical
reasons, this experiment has led to
the development of extreme central-
ism, of bureaucratization, and there-
fore the usurpation of the adminis-
trative tasks by the state to the det-
riment of society.

This second phase is an experi-
ence that we must not repeat. Main-
taining the freedom and autonomy of
the mass movements is a precondi-
tion for assuring that socialism will
be a stage on the road to building a
genuinely egalitarian society,

The Chinese experience, since
the historical and socio-economic
features of that country have led it to
try to jump over stages more rapidly
even than the USSR, offers us a great
many lessons....

A rich experience has been left, -
But a whole system of social control
has diverted the course of develop-
ment and blocked the growth of the
popular forces, preventing a leap
forward toward an egalitarian society.
The social and political forces that
hold the privileges of leadership, that
is the bureaucracy, succeeded finally
in making China what it is today.
There is a terrible political confusion
that is reflected in the country's for-
eign policy and which leads it to sup-
port the worst kind of dictatorship in
Latin America, in Africa, and in
Agia. ...

In the USSR, we have to consider
the question of Stalinism and the ex-
perience of the creation of the first
socialist state under siege from all
directions, We are not yet in a situa-
tion where we can build socialism
without having to contend with exter-
nal pressures, but we still have to
avoid falling into bureaucratism,

The experience of Poland today is
a very important one for the PT.
There, socialism came from above,
in the special circumstances of the
second world war, where the Com-
munist Party came to power as a re-
sult of the weight of the Red Army,
as the CPs did in Czechoslovakia and
Hungary.

Today a living workers movement

is something intolerable for the
bureaucrats holed up in their for-
tresses, They are trying to pre-
vent the emergence of a genuine so-
cialism resting on the masses,

You see, the position of trade
unions in Brazil and in the USSR is
very similar, However, over there
there was a socialist revolution that
ended private property. Nonetheless,
the unions are a mere transmission
belt for the government, organizers
of ceremonial occasions such as
May 1,

Here in Brazil, the unions are also
a mere tool in the hands of the gov-
ernment and the military regime, All
of a sudden, we who are fighting for
a new society find similar realities
for the trade unions in totally differ-
ent conditions, That is why Poland is
a source of such acute interest for
us in the PT, since it seems to rep-
resent the workers movement resu-
ming its role in building socialism...

Helena Grecco, member of the
PT's National Executive Commission,

former chairperson of the Women's

Movement for Amnesty:

We cannot judge the problem of
human rights in the so-called social-
ist countries only on the basis of the
big press, which publishes only what
it finds interesting from the bour-
geois standpoint,

For example, Aleksandr Solzheni-
tsyn is a great writer, but his analy-
sis is wrong, As a dissident, he op-
poses Stalinism and has succeeded
in showing the situation as it is, He
has written pages and pages about the
Red terror, but he has not said a
word about the White terror, That is
why what he says could be used in the
cynical "human rights' policy of ex-
president Jimmy Carter,

In reality, the dissident workers
movement has put the question back
in its correct context, the necessity
of democracy in socialism, As an
activist in the amnesty campaign, I
have always defended personal digni-
ty and rights and individual freedoms,
I cannot accept socialism without
liberty, This may be utopian, but the
socialism=f the USSR is not the one
we want,

Lisaneas Maciel, member of the
World Council of Churches and prob-

able candidate of the PT for governor

of Rio de Janeiro:

I see Nicaragua as an illustration
of what I believe in, There, they are
building socialism on different levels,
firmly and without pretentious proc-
lamations or any imitation of existing
models, They are doing this on the
basis of tested principles and with
great realism, taking account of the
possibilities, The Sandinista leader-
ship is moving ahead slowly, sticking
close to reality., It is carrying out
a revolutionary experiment to which

we should pay the greatest attention,
Especially because of the great simi-
larity between the conditions in our

two countries.
Some in the PT want a socialism

grafted directly from other models.
My answer to them is that flexibili-
ty is very important in order for us
to get where we want to. The Cubans
that I have met in Nicaragua told me
themselves that they had come there
to learn from the Sandinista process.
They have felt the need for modesty.
Shouldn't we all the more?

Plinio Sampaio, well-known Cath-
olic leader and member of the Sao
Paulo Executive Committee of the
p it

The concept of socialism is al-
ready quite clear and doesn't need
to be reinvented, On the economic

level, socialism differs from capi-
talism on three fundamental points,
Under capitalism, the capital and
the means of production belong to
one class, the bourgeoisie, Under
the socialist system, the means of
production belong to the collectivity.
The capitalist system produces com-
modities that bring profits to the
holders of capital, Under socialism,
the economy is organized to produce
use values corresponding to the
needs of the population.

Under capitalism, the holder of
capital is free to invest or not to in-
vest, He is the judge of the quality
and quantity that is to be produced
at every moment in the process,
the socialist system that we will
build in Brazil, there were be no
free enterprise by individuals but
collective decisions expressed
through planning. How we are going
to plan is a question for the future,..

In

Em Tempo.

As a Catholic, how do you see the
problem of violence ?

In history, there has never been
any deepgoing social and political
transformation without disruption
including certain forms of violence,
So, we must understand that in the
transition from one system to another
social upset accompanied by some :
violence cai be expected, That
doesn't mean that it is inevitable....

On the other hand, it would be
wrong to think that Christian thought
does not accept violence or that it is
absolutely pacifist, Saint Thomas
Aquinas, for example, accepts the
right of revolution or rebellion, He
argues that citizens have the right to
rebel and to use the necessary means
to overthrow tyranny when it leaves
no other way open to end slavery,

However, what is most important
to stress is that socialism is not
violent., It is capitalism that is vio-
lent, and it is the bourgeoisie that
infvitably responds by using force
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against those who want to end its
privileges. In the last analysis,
violence depends on the bourgeoisie,
not on those who aspire to socialism,
Raul Pont, vice chairman of the
Rio Grande do Sul PT, member of
the National Directorate, and a
writer for the journal "Em Tempo'':
The PT is not formally in the
world communist movement, It ex-
hibits a lot of ambiguities and gaps.
It is not a revolutionary party in the
full sense of the term. Nonetheless,
we can say that the perspective open-
' ed by the definition of socialism that
we make 1s a great hope and repre-
sents a considerable contribution to
resolving the crisis that the Com-
munist movement has been going
through since the failure of the Third
International and the establishment of
Stalinist domination over the workers
movements, Since that time, the so-
cialist perspective (which is neither
Social Democrat nor Stalinist) has

t ULA: "I THINK THE POLISH WORKERS WERE ON THE RIGHT PATH.."

Question., Since the electoral
"package' adopted by the government
in November, talk has started about
the possibility of a political crack-

down in the near future, What do vou -

think about that, and what do you
think that the PT can do about this
threat in its campaign?

Answer. We'll see, First, I don't
think that the right kind of climate
exists for a tigktening up of the mili-
tary regime, The country is in deep-
er and deeper economic problems,
The government needs to present a
facade of democracy to the world to
distract attention from the poverty ot
our people, It would be naked if it
locked up the country again,

In 1964, the coup d'etat was sup-
posed to be necessary because of a
90% inflation rate and because of
strikes. Now, after eighteen years
of dictatorship, none of these prob-
lems have been solved, not even un-
employment. So, it would be hard
for the military to explain the need
for a new coup d'etat and a new
crackdown,

However, it should be clearly un-
derstood that for the working class,
there has never really been a politi-
cal liberalization. For us, the crack-
down remains in force, We have no
right to strike, There are no trade-
union rights, The workers are not
able to negotiate freely with their
employers, Strikes lead to the union
leaders being charged under the Na-
tional Security Law., Union leaders
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been confined to small circles and
revolutionary organizations without
major links with the masses,...

The socio-economic superiority
of socialism is ever more irrefut-
able and the only point that the bour--
geois ideologues can make against it
is the one of democracy. In fact,
making a reality of socialist democ-
racy, of the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat as Marx, Lenin,and Trotsky
understood it, as it existed at the be-
ginning of the Russian Revolution, is
a central question,

Concretely understood, the dicta-
torship of the proletariat is the very
essence of revolutionary socialism,
It presupposes the nationalization
of the means of production, a revo-
lutionary break with the old society
and the destruction of the class dic-
tatorship of the bourgeoisie, It in-
volves the economic and political
control of society by the workers
themselves in the form of the direct

cannot oppose the government's econ-
omic policy without risking removal
of their recognition as trade-union
representatives,

The Brazilian political liberaliza-
tion is elitist, in the sense that its
aim is to show the world an appear-
ance of democracy, For us, the major-
ity of Brazilians, for the working
class, it is only a deception,

Q. In your speech to the Sao Paulo
state congress of the PT, yvou de-
scribed your own candidacy for gov-
ernor as a break from the populist
political tradition, from machine
politics, from coalition with the par-
ties of the ""broad opposition.'' Do
yvou see the PT's 1982 campaign,
therefore, as a class-struggle cam-
paign?

A, The most important thing to
stress is that the Workers Party
would have no reason for existence
if it were not an out growth of the
organization of the mass movement
in the country, if it did not represent
the immediate and general aspira-
tion of the entire society, and in par-
ticular, of its majority, the working
class.

For all these reasons, the party
would have no reason for being if it
did not define itself on a class basis,
in accordance with its origins, It
represents a part of society, which
is the working class. This has to be
entirely clear, otherwise you end up
making a front of various parties,
which is not what the PT is inter-

democracy of workers councils ex-
ercising the real power.

Bruno Maranhao, member of the
National Leadership of the PT and
the Regional Executive Commission
of the State of Pernambuco.

The PT is detaching itself more
and more from the crisis of the
Third International and from the Sta-
linist tradition, This crisis devel-
oped after two totally alien elements
were introduced into Marxism- -the
policy of alliances and authoritari -
anism, It is important to study today
the policy of Stalinism during the
second world war, which sacrificed |
several possible revolutions for the |
sake of alliances with the bourgeoisie.

By taking its distance from these
two errors at the start, the PT can
make an important contribution to the
search for an alternative aimed to-
ward achieving a socialism that re-
stores the meaning of workers democ-
racy,

ested in, because in that case it
would not have been necessary even
to form the party., We could have
stayed in other parties.

Naturally, this class definition
must not be extended to the point of
absurdity, to the point of forming
some exclusive society that you would
need workers credentials to join,
Here we place a great importance on
people's ideas, what they commit
themselves to do, to the stands that
they're ready to make at the side of
the working class, regardless of
whether they are workers and regard-
less of their social origin,

A campaign by the Workers Party
would not make any sense unless it
avoided vanguardism as well as the
electoralism, which tries to hustle.
votes by means of false promises.
The campaign must take the candi-
dates and the party as a whole into
the neighborhoods and villages, and
not just to hold rallies and spread the
message of the party. I think that it
is essential that everywhere we go
we try to leave behind us an orga-
nized cell of the working class, That
is the central thing in the party's
campaign,

Q. What's your answer to the cam-
paign that will certainly be pushed to
try to convince people that ""small
parties' aren't serious, that you
have to '"make your vote count,' you
can't split the opposition, and so on?

A, These arguments are not heard
just in Brazil, You hear them every-




where in the world, whenevar the
working class tries to organize for
itself and threatens the pedestal that
the bourgeoisie is used to sitting on.
First of all, I think that the way for
workers to make their votes count is
to vote for the party that they work
with, That is why the way for them
to make their votes count is to vote
for the PT, if you consider that the
way you cast your vote is a choice
in real life, the adoption of basic
political positions,

As regards splitting the opposi-
tion, I think that in Brazil there are
two kinds of opposition--real and
formal. The real opposition is the
PT and the working class, which has
long suffered the evils of the sort of
capitalist system that has been es-
tablished in this country. The for-
mal opposition is the bourgeoisie
that is not in power but is fighting
to get there. However, it has no in-
tention of making even the slightest
changes, It is not interested in
changing the existing structures and
the position of the working class in
society.

On the other hand, the PT has the
clear objective, a result of the very
origins of the working classitself, of
achieving transformations that would
lead in the direction of the sort of
social equality that may exist in few
countries, When we advocate a just
and egalitarian society, we mean by
that there is no other type of society
possible but a socialist one, Our
concern is to define what kind of so-
cialism, what sort of socialism suits
the needs of the Brazilian people, our
requirements, our special features,

So, the arguments that the con-
servative parties are going to use
in the campaign, that we are split-
ters etc, are the same ones that are
used every time the working class
tries to gain its political indepen-
dence, What we are going to say is
that those who do not want to divide
the working class should come with
us., This is the first time in the his-
tory of this country that there has
been a working-class candidate for
governor of a state, and this is still
more important for a state such as
Sao Paulo, And this candidacy is
threatened with invalidation under
the National Security Law, What do

you think of that?

This is the first time that a par-
ty has been set up in Brazil that is
genuinely led by workers, Not even
the Communist Party came out of
the working class, it came out of
the petty bourgeoisie, This is the
first time in the history of this
country, I think, that a worker has

- run for governor and we are threat-

ened with having our candidacy in-
validated, In the party reconven-
tion for the state of Sao Paulo, we
thought that it was worth running
that risk and seeing if the govern-
ment has the nerve to keep me from
being a candidate,

I think, and said so that the pre-
convention, that my candidacy has no
meaning unless at the same time
there is a campaign to win votes, a
campaign for consciousness in order
to win this victory and keep it, if
necessary. That means, if we win,
the ranks of the party have to pro-
vide us with the means to hang on to
the victory. We cannot make the
same mistake that was made in Boli-
via of thinking that throwing ballots

Our strength is difficult to esti-
mate, but we are going to surprise
people, We’ll just have to wait and
see,

Q, Let's take up another subject,
Despite the different context, there

are certain similarities between the

PT and Solidarity in Poland, In both

cases, we have a renaissance of the

workers movement, a search for

democratic organizational forms,

Both movements have advanced class
demands, Both have proposed build-
ing new structures based directly on
the masses, workers control over
production and society, What conclu-
sions have vou drawn about the coup
d'etat that has just taken place in
Poland?

in a box was enough to overthrow an
authoritarian regime. So, I am start-
ing this campaign aware that many
obstacles will be put in our way, But
I am firmly convinced that now is the
time for the working class to de-
nounce what has to be denounced, and
to say why it exists,

Q. What chance do you think that
the PT haw against the other parties?

A, Ithink that the PT has excel-

lent chances, No other party has such

a potential audience for its political
message, Lhe PT stands for the in-
terests of the majority of the popula-
tion, the working class, We have to
believe in that and throw everything

we have into the work, You see, Mon-

toro has been running for I don't know
how many years, while our party is
new born and I have never run for

anything. The polls are already giving
us a good percentage, even though we

have not yet started the campaign,
even though we have no apparatus, no

big press, no finances,

‘|day, a freeze on the prices of neces-

A, The coup in Poland and the at-
tack on the working class seems
worse than what we experienced in

1964,

I think that the Polish workers
were on the right path in looking for
an independent form of organization
and trying to free themselves from
the shackles of the official unions and
the single party. If you look at the
demands raised by the Polish workers
and those of the Brazilian workers,
you see that most of the demands
were similar., They wanted freedom
and the right to organize in the fac-
tories, they wanted a shorter work-

sities, The Brazilian workers have
the same demands,

What deeply disturbs us is that a
rcegime that calls itself socialist is
using the same methods as a capital-
ist regime to crush the workers, But
we don't think that the Polish govern-
ment has managed to kill Solidarity,
We think that the Polish working class
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is stronger than that, It might be
less prepared and less organized
than a regime that today has the guns
and the tanks, while it has no weap- .
ons,

I think that Solidarity should get
more support from all over the world.
The Polish government will not get
the world to forget that a group of
workers appeared in Poland who
wanted to perfect socialism,

Q. In yvour meeting with Walesa in
Rome, you had a discussion on the
question of the party, Now, in the
light of the events in Poland, what
conclusions have you drawn from this
argument?

A, What has happened in Poland

' should serve as an example to the
entire world, Comrade Walesa had
an aversion to parties, which is un-
derstandable given the special history
of the country., Their forms of orga-
nization can't be the same as ours,
But it has been demonstrated that if
the working class has no political or-
ganization of its own, or if its orga-
nization does not have an alternative
for running the country, you are al-
ways in the tow of the state and those

who hold the economic power.

I think that Walesa put too much
faith in the good will of the Polish re-
gime, I think that they paid too high
a price for the working class, as oth-
ers have in other countries already
for thinking that things could be set-
tled simply by negotiation. We work-
ers have learned from Poland that
still more organization and prepara-
tion for the struggle is needed, You
cannot have the illusions that those
who hold the power will give up their
privileges and let the working class
run the country.

Q, Has the repression in Poland
shaken your confidence in the pros-

pects for building socialism?

A, In the first place, it has to be
clear that what is under attack in Po-

land is not the socialist system., What

is under attack is the bureaucratism
of those who hold power. Socialism is
important insofar as the people have
to be the concious guiding force in
socialism. So, at no time have the
workers attacked socialism, They
have purely and simply attacked the
government's way of doing things, its
bureaucratism, its incapacity to end
corruption, its way.fo manipulating
the official unions. That is what is
under attack in Poland and not social-
ism,

GISELA SCHOLTZ DIES IN PARIS

Bureaucratic socialism doesn't
work anywhere in the world, because
socialist society has no meaning with-
out the involvement of the people. So-
lidarity was fighting to perfect so- |
cialism, What would this have meant?
It would have meant that the workers
would enjoy the fruit of their labor.

It would have meant freedom of or-
ganization, expression, and freedom |
to demonstrate, All this was in the
platform of Solidarity, You can't

‘condemn a system on the basis of

the practices of a government., I
don't think that the Polish gevern-

ment was ever able to conduct itself

as befits a socialist regime,
We look with great sadness on

what has happened in Poland because
Solidarity aroused the fighting spirit
of all the workers of the world.

On the other hand, the conserva-
tives and the right have no reason to
laugh about what has happened to
strikers in socialist countries, You
just have to look at what is happening
in the capitalist countries we are
living in, You just have to look at
what is happening in Salvador, in
Guatemala, what happened in Brazil
in 1964 and in Chile in 1973, and in
Argentina, in Paraguay, Uruguay,
and so on, In the capitalist countries
we have seen much more violent at-
tacks on the people,

Our comrade Gisela Scholtz died on the 14th of February in

Paris. Her

comrades and friends deeply regret her premature

disappearance and the loss of a courageous and devoted

activist.

Comrade Gisela was born in 1935 in Germany ; her
difficult due to the hardships of the war. She was involved
in the struggle of the student movement in its heyday and was

active in Rudi Dutschke's SDS. Thereafter
Fourth International,fulfilling her tasks

she

youth was

joined the
boeth in the Belgian

secticn - of which she was a central leader for several years -and

on

Gisela Scholtz was active and appreciated
field as a researcher and journalist.
period and was involved

them, including one remarkable one on the

television for a

the international level.
for the Belgian section #t the 9th World Congress.

She

In April 1969 she was a delegate

-

in her professional
worked on German

in several films for
children of Belfast,

the city of Northern Ireland which is ravaged by an endemic

civil .stirife.

She will be cremated at the Pere Lachaise Cemetery
at 10.30 am.Her comrades and friends

and companion Ernest Mandel. They will not forget
will remember her contribution to the struggle for

22nd February
with her family
her. They

on Monday
mourn

the renewal of the workers movement and the building of a
revolutionary International.




By Livio Maitan

Recent news bulletins reporting an
attempt on the life of ''president-for-
life" Jean-Claude Duvalier ("' Baby
Doc'') and an emigre landing on the
Ile de 1a Tortue have raised the ques-
tion of what lies ahead in Haiti (1).

The interview with a Haitian Work-
ers Party (PTH) leader published in
this issue of International Viewpoint,
provides some information on the
1977-80 period, It shows that Jean-
Claude Duvalier ended his controlled
"liberalization'' and launched a new
wave of repression in November 1980,
precisely because social conflicts
had become more and more explosive,
and the mass movement was under-
going an important recomposition
and upturn,

Duvalier's attack was all the more
brutal since in the present interna-
tional context, he could not count on
any improvement of the economic
situation in the short term that would
have enabled him to alleviate even
slightly the poverty of the over-
whelming majority of the Haitian
people,

The question, therefore, arises
whether it is possible for the Haitian
ruling classes and the imperialists
--at least certain sectors of these
forces--that would like to avert yet
another major political crisis in a -
region of the world already racked by
major upheavals to move in the direc-
tion of alternative solutions, Can they
take steps to prepare the way for the
replacement of the Duvalierist re-
gime by a less discredited one that
could resume and broaden the liber-
alization Jean-Claude Duvalier him-
self was forced to initiate in 19777
Unquestionably, such projects either

But can they become concrete reali-
ties?

To begin with, we can note that
there is a conflict between two basic
sectors of the ruling class, the in-
dustrial and comprador bourgeoisie
on the one hand, and the landowners
on the other, However, we shouldn't
forget that the landowners were losing
ground under Duvalierism (see the
interview with the PTH leader below).
How could any serious observer be-
lieve that these big landowners are
capable of supporting an attempt to
overthrow the regime, when they are
the sector that most directly con-
fronts the exploited peasantry, the
overwhelming majority of the coun-
try's working people? What is more,

already exists or are being elaborated,

they oppose Jean- Claude Duvalier on
the basis of positions diametrically
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HEAD-ON CONFRONTATION LOOMS IN HAITI

counterposed to those of the broadest
exploited masses, Who could believe
that these big landowners would se-
rously consider the slightest mean-
ingful "liberalization'?

REPLACEMENT PROJECTS

Schemes for a bourgeois alterna-
tive are under discussion in the emi-
gre milieus of the United States and
among Washington's '"specialists, "
Toward the end of 1980, a document
started circulating, written by Philip
Abbott Luce; who is known to be
quite close to U.S. Secretary of Sta-
te Alexander Haig, It examined the
possibility of a ''native coup d'etat, ''to
be organized by refugees who '"sup- |
port capitalism.,' According to Luce,
they would subscribe at the same
time to the ideals of ''liberty, equali-
ty, fraternity' and of, ., Milton Fried-
man, the man who inspired the econ-
omic policy of GenBral Augusto Pino-
chet and other dictators of the same
ilk, ‘ |
Such alternatives would include
the old colonel Paul Magloire, 75
years old, who was overthrown in
December 1956 by Jean- Claude Duva-

| lier's father, Francois Duvalier

("Papa Doc'")., Another possible pre-
sidential candidate is Clemard Joseph
Charles, a former Duvalier minister,
who founded the first Haitian private
bank and was later jailed by the dic-
tator and then exiled to the United
States in 1977, It is not yet known
whether these figures have actually
agreed to be the candidates for
'""change.'" Nevertheless, their abil-
ity to muster any real support among
the Haitian masses and implement
any would-be reform is questionable,

During the "liberalization'" period
(1977-1980) two parties were able to
carry out some legal or semilegal
activities: the Christian-Democratic
Party (PIXC), led by Sylvie Claude;
and the Social-Christian Party (PSC)
led by Gregoire Eugene., They were
later suppressed and their leaders
were jailed, or forced into exile.
Nonetheless, it is a fact that a strong
Christian current still exists in the
resistance, Its key activists come
mainly from a sector of the clergy
who, especially in the last few
months, have taken a militant stance,
using even their Sunday sermons to
denounce the poverty of the people
and the suppression of all democrat-
ic rights,

Such currents are far more likely
to establish links with the opposition
that looks to the workers movement

can Revolutionary Party (PRD)--a

than with parties who take their cue
from maneuvers inside the ruling
classes. In this respect, groups like
that of Colonel Paul Magloire, that
of Daniel Figuele, who stood in the
1957 elections, or that of the Haitian
National Democrats (DNH), do not
seem to be in a good position,

At the Socialist International re-
gional conference held in Santo Do-
mingo in March 1980, two Haitian
organizations were listed among the
participants as ''fraternal organiza-
tions''--the MRTN represented by
Jean- Claude Bajeux; and the Haitian
Democratic Liberation Movement
(MODELH) represented by its best
known leader, Louis Eugene Athis,
and by Salvador Pineyro Roque,

The MRTN is a shadow organiza-
tion, MODELH has done some work
among Haitians living in the Domini-
can Republic, which has been possi-
ble thanks to the protection of the
'"brother'" government of the Domini-

member of the Socialist International.
But it has never gone beyond small-
pressure-group activities designed
to earn its members and sympathiz-
ers a few small favors, It has no
solid mass influence.

By contrast, the left opposition,
much of which is influenced by orga-
nizations claiming to be Communist,

has done and continues to do impor-
tant work among the exploited mas-

ses, especially the peasantry, It
has been active through different
channels and under different names
for several decades, Moreover, it
can hark back to a long and glorious
tradition of peasant struggles and
revolts, as well as to the workers
and student struggles of the 1977-80
period,

It should not be forgotten that in
the early 1960s, the Cuban revolution
had a great impact in Haiti too. This
was reflected in several attempts to
initiate armed struggle which were
rapidly crushed, Since then, major
debates have taken place, especially
on the question of the relationship be-
tween armed struggle and mass
struggles (later on, Maoist ideas

1. The French television network,
Antenne 2, announced January 8, the

attempted assassination of Jean-
Claude Duvalier, On January 11, an
armed commando of supporters of
Bernard Sansaricq, a Haitian refugee
living in the USA and the leader of
the People's Party (PP), landed on
the Ile de 1a Tortue, off Haiti,
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gained a certain influence), All these
experiences--as well as a series of
experiences involving the internation-
al workers movement--have influ-
enced the evolution of a wing of the
Communist movement, This is es-
pecially true of the PTH which, after
breaking with the pro-Soviet CPs,
went on to adopt a critical position
toward Peking and Tirana.

The issues debated in the Haitian
workers movement are of crucial
importance., They involve at once the
nature of the revolution, the problem
of alliances, and the relationship be-
tween armed struggle and mass
struggles. These issues have by no
means been clarified. For example,
the program of the Union of Haitian
Democratic and Patriotic Forces
(IFODAPA), which includes the PTH,
pledges to extend fiscal guarantees
and privileges to Haitian capitalists
and to ""rationalize' the activities of
foreign firms. But the debate is mov-
ing forwa d on the basis of more
than two . ades of rich experiences
and in close connection with genuine
work among the masses, even though
because of repression this work has
to be conducted through strictly clan-
destine channels,

The chances of a bourgeois alter-
native to the Duvalierist regime have
to be looked at above all in the context
of an analysis of the contending social
forces and their dynamic in the Hai-
tian situation. The so-called national
bourgeoisie is notably weaker in Ha-
iti than, for example, in the Domini-
can Republic, or even other Central
American countries. It is tied very

This interview was obtained by
Livio Maitan in early December,.

oS T
Santo Domingo

Question, The international press
noted on several occasions that a-
round the end of the 1970s, the Hai-
tian government started leaning in a
new direction., What can you tell us
about this?

Answer. To be exact, the period
concerned is that from 1977 to 1980,
There was talk at the time of pro-
moting an economy on the Hong Kong
model in Haiti, turning the country
into a sort of showcase of the West
in the Caribbean, In fact, what deve-
lopment has taken place involved set-
ting up assembly plants, beginning
in 1972. A sort of economic free
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directly, as a social class in its
near-totality to the Duvalierist re-
gime. Any mass movement against
the regime will lead to an early
clash, both on the political and so-
cial levels, with the bourgeoisie,

So, I do not see on what media-
tions and instruments a section of
the ruling classes or imperialism
could rely to set up a conservative
bourgeois alternative to Duvalierism.
i.e. a''democracy'', even if it be
extremely timid.

That does not mean that some
section of the ruling class and the
imperialists will not try to move to-
ward some arrangement that seems
more democratic. Such moves may
take place both on the national and
international levels (the Mitterrand-
Mauroy government might have
something to say about this)--but
such attempts most likely will be
doomed to failure.

Nor does this exclude the possibi-
lity that some bourgeois groups may
oppose Jean- Claude Duvalier and
agree to collaborate with the workers
and peasant opposition. It would be
absurd not to exploit such opportuni-
ties in the anti-dictatorial and anti-
imperialist struggles.

But, in Haiti even more than else-
where, the fundamental dynamic of
the revolution will be one of perma-
nent revolution. From the earliest
stages the anticolonial and antiimpe-
rialist struggle will inevitably be
combined with a struggle against cap-
jitalism. Therefore, there is a need
for a clear strategy for the workers

HAITIAN WORKERS PARTY:

zone emerged, in which about 40, 000
workers were employed (in the neigh-
boring Dominican Republic, only half
that figure work in the free zone),

The f#¥ctories of that enclave are
assigned only highly fragmented
tasks in the process of commodity
production. This is the case, for
example, with the production of base-
balls, Almost all the balls used in
this game so popular in the United
States (Haitians prefer soccer) come
from Haiti,

Q- Hasn't this made for signifi-
cant changes in the economy?

A- In fact, what development took
place remained very limited and pre-
carious. Even the free zone stopped
developing and the overall situation
remains literally dramatic., Between
40% and 50% of the active population

organizations., Under no conditions,
can they renounce their leading role
or subordinate the paramount neces-
sity of mobilizing the masses to the
needs of any tactical agreements that
may be concluded with bourgeois

groups.

For revolutionary Marxists, the
question is not whether there will be
mass struggles and explosive con-
flicts in Haiti, but whether these
struggles and explosions,which are
objectively on the agenda, will be
utilized, in time and successfully, by
a revolutionary leadership. Of course,
the outcome of the struggle in Haiti
depends to a very large extent on the
development of the ongoing revolution-
ary struggles in Central America and
other Caribbean countries,

The native ruling classes and the
imperialists are perfectly conscious
of this fundamental truth, That is
why they have taken measures to
bolster collaboration between Haiti,
the U,S. A, and the Dominican Re-
public, This is also why they still
hesitate to abandon Jean- Claude Du-
valier, despite the weakness of his
regime, just as the same forces hes-
itated until the very last minute to
part with an Anastasio Somoza al-
ready at bay. It is not a question of
how much these forces '""'understand, "
They have to choose between what
exists--which assures their econo-
mic and strategic interests if only in
the short term--and a '"change'' that
nobody can guarantee can be 'con-
trolled. "

B

"WE ARE IN SOLIDARITY WITH SOLIDARITY *

are unemployed or underemployed,
and the figure is closer to 65% in
Port au Prince, the capital, which
has 800, 000 inhabitants, The aver-
age per capita income is $150 per
year (which places Haiti among the
countries with the lowest incomes in
the world). But 61% of the population
only earns $60 and 17% of the peas-
ant population barely makes $17 (a
yvearly income below $300 is consid-
ered the threshhold of absolute pov-
erty). Life expectancy is from 40 to
50 years and child mortality is 14 %,
Illiteracy has reached a record high
of 95%, and it is estimated that 40%
of the population of the capital are
homeless.

Haiti has remained an essentially
agrarian country, The peasantry re-
presents 80% of the economically ac-

‘tive population, one of the highest




percentages in the world. Agricultu-
ral production accounts for 43% of
the gross national product (GNP),

The big landowners hold almost two

thirds of the land and work it with

superexploited agricultural laborers
and sharecroppers., The penetration
of typically capitalist forms in the
countryside is definitely more limited
than in the neighboring Dominican
Republic,

Q- Can you go over the 1977-1980
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period from a political point of view?

A, Remember that this was the
time of Jimmy Carter's demagogy
about human rights, The United
States pressured Jean- Claude Duva-
lier to initiate a certain '"liberaliza-
tion.' This did open some breaches,
The press began to write more freely,
and more importantly, some radio
stations were able to attract an audi-
ence on the basis of an independent
and critical attitude toward the rulers,
The most significant case was that
of Radio Haiti Inter,

At the same time, an important
movement developed in the theater,
Plays were put on in the village and
town squares and met with great suc-
cess when they expressed the feel-
ings and aspirations of the people,
The trade union movement also re-
sumed some activity and major strug-
gles occurred,

A similar process happened on
campus. The National Union of Hai-
tian Students (UNEH)--founded in
1959 and led by Communists--reor-
ganized, A movement demanding the
recognition of Creole as the official
language emerged,

From the standpoint of Jean-
Claude Duvalier and his accomplices,
the whole situation was getting out of
hand,

Q- How did they react?

A- Ronald Reagan's election to
the presidency of the United States
was the signal for them to move,.
They lost no time, As early as Nov-
ember 28, 1980, they targeted the
entire opposition and deported or
imprisoned its most representative
elements., Radio Haiti Inter was
closed down and the theater move-
ment outlawed, All the political
parties and groups were thrown back
to the strictest clandestinity.

Q- What political forces exist in
Haiti?

A- Before the November 28, 1980,
coup, there were two legal Social
Christian parties. Now they've al-
most completely disappeared, Only
the parties that look to the workers
movement and their affiliated orga-

nizations have survived in the under-
ground, The most influential is the
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Mer des Caraibes:

| follows a pro-Soviet line; its main

L.

Haitian Workers Party (PTH) which
was founded in 1966; it originally
had a Maoist position but now follows
an independent course,

The PTH is an integral part of
the Union of Haitian Patriotic and
Democratic Forces (IFOPADA)
which also includes a Catholic so-
cialist tendency. The IFOPADA
stands for an anti-imperialist, anti-
feudal, and anti-dictatorial orienta-
tion and seeks to unite all anti- Duva-
lierist forces,

Secondly there is the United Party
of Haitian Communists (PUCH) which

strength is among the emigres and
its best-known leader is Gerard
Pierre-Charles. The PUCH is an
integral part of the UDEH (Haitian
Democratic Union), Finally two new
Communist groups have formed in
exile--the '""May 18'' and "Forward"
groups,

Q- Could vou say a few words a-
bout the history of the Haitian Com-
munist movement?

A- The Haitian Communist move-
ment began in the early 1930s, Be-
tween 1932 and 1945, it was grouped
in the Haitian Communist Party ( PCH),
After 194Q,a split occurred and two
parties emerged, One kept the same
name; the other was the Popular So-
cialist Party (PSP). In 1948, the
PSP dissolved, in accordance with
the ideas put forward at the time by
North American CP leader Earl
Browder. Later, the party reconsti-
tuted itself and conducted some le-
gal work, In 1950, both components
of the Communist movement--which
had been legal since 1945--were
banned,

In 1954, the PPLN ( Popular Na-
tional Liberation Party) was set up,
and in 1959 various intellectuals who

Party). Both these parties stood for
Marxism-Leninism. Both experi-
enced deep internal divisions, which
led to splits, Finally there was a
recomposition, out of which emerged
the PUCH and the PTH,

For a long time, the PTH shared
the Chinese Communist Party's and
the Albanian Labor Party's criti-
cisms of the Soviet leadership. But
in 1976, we changed our attitude to-
ward these two parties because we
felt the Chinese also had a revision-

ist line,

Q- What is the PTH attitude to-
ward Cuba?

A- We feel that the emphasis now
must be placed on solidarity against
the imperialist threats, and not on
criticisms, However, we believe
that the Cubans are under Soviet in-
fluence and that their economic mo-
del is derived from the Soviet one.

Q- What do you think of the Polish
events?

A- You know that in Haiti people
have traditionally been interested in
what happened in Poland. In the early
19th century, during the War of In-
dependence, Polish soldiers in the
French army came over to the Hai-
tian patriotic forces, Furthermore,
we began a criticism of the Folish
revisionist leadership in 1966, when
we established relations with Polish
Marxist- Leninists, We believe
Solidarnosc is a diversified move-
ment in which some currents are
under imperialist influence. But as
a whole it is a mass movement '
against the bureaucracy and must be
supported. Therefore we are in so-
lidarity with Solidarnosc.

Q- Can you give us some idea of

had previously belonged to the PCH
founded the PEP ( Popular Alliance

what the Haitian trade-union move-
ment is like?
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A- Remember that between 1958
and 1965, Haiti had a very strong
trade-union movement, It was a
united movement, There was a single
union in each workplace and a single
confederation at the national level,
the Haitian Inter- Union Union ( UIH)
which was led by the Communists.
After 1965, the regime imposed its
"yellow! unions through repression.

In 1970, new movements arose and
a phase of recomposition began, Es-
pecially in 1978-79, there was work
with the rank and file to reorganize
a national confederation. The Com-
munists resumed their leadership of
certain unions, and strikes were
called. At the same time, the Social
Christians set up the Autonomous
Confederation of Haitian Workers
(CATH) with the help of Venezuela,
But this was an artificial maneuver
which found little support among the
masses.,

The November 28, 1980, coup
opened a new phase of repression
which included the elimination of
Communists from the trade unions.

Q- What is the current situation?

A- The situation is bad in that the
mass movement is no longer mobi-
lized. All activities must be carried
out through strictly clandestine
channels., We are trying to set up

rank -and-file committees, especially

GOTEBORG--The congress of the Swed-
ish section of the Fourth International was
held here at the begining of February. |t
registered the results of a period of growing
activity and numberical increase for the
organisation,

The major areas of work since the last
congress, which was held in October 1980,
were the trade unions, notably in the fight
against austerity and cutbacks; and inter-
national solidarity campaigns, in particular
in defence of Nicaragua, El Salvador, and
Poland. For example, the Swedish section,
the Communist Workers League (Kommun-
istiska Arbetarforbundet, KAF) was one of
the main initiators of the Polen-Solidaritet
committees, the national organisation that
leads the campaign for Solidarnosc.

The growing activity of the KAF is indic-
ated by an increase in the number of public
meetings held by the organisation since the
last congress—-117 public meetings attended
by a total of 4,000 persons.

One of the debates with the biggest
practical implications at this years congress
was over tactics to be followed in the
elections to be held next September.

One third of the KAF's members are
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among the peasants. You should know

that the PTH places great emphasis
on work in the peasantry.

Q-What is your strategic perspec-

tive?

A- The PTH 1is an anticapitalist
party which is presently waging an
antiimperialist, antifeudal and anti-
dictatorial struggle. We feel we
must prepare for armed struggle.
How else, really, can Jean-Claude
Duvalier and his ferocious dictator-
ship be overthrown?

The PUCH also used to be for
armed struggle, starting in 1959.
But in 1978 it abandoned that orien-
tation the better to take advantage
of the regime's liberalization. It has
not adopted a new position since the
new wave of repression.

Q- Can one say that Jean-Claude
Duvalier has managed to consolidate
his regime?

A- Conflicts have existed for
years inside the regime. They re-
flect the antagonism between the
landowners and the comprador bour-
geoisie which is combined with a
racial rivalry. While the big land-
owners are Black, the compradors
are most often White or Mulattoes.

At this time, the latter have the upper

hand, Jean-Claude Duvalier's wife

industrial workers, most of them in heavy
industry, where they have played a role

in building the struggles against layoffs in
steel and in the shipyards and in promoting
struggles for trade-union and political
rights. A good number of them hold posi-
tions of leadership in their unions and work-
places.

A number of positions were put forward
in the precongress debate. The two main
positionseewere (1) that the KAF should run
a general campaign of its own and (2) that
it should call for a vote for the Social
Democrats or the Communist Party against
the bourgeois parties and their government.

The debate reflected real political prob-
lems and real differences of assessment.
One problem is that parties must get 4% of
the vote to be represented in parliament.
That puts strong pressure on progressive peo
people to make their votes 'count' by cast-
ing their ballots for the traditional parties
such as the Social Democrats and the CP,
rather than for organisations such as the
KAF that have no chance of topping the 4%
hurdle.

Another problem is that the CP's represen-
tation in parliament begins to be threaten-

and her family--a powerful bour-
geois family--belong to the com-
prador class, and they are taking
advantage of this, They also control
the police. Moreover, the regime
went through several serious
brushes with Washington. For in-
stance, Jean- Claude Duvalier al-
ways avoided setting up a strong
army for fear it might become 2
potential alternative to his own re-
gime. He preferred to beef up his
militia, the tontons macoutes .
Washington thought he should have
built up a regular army.

Q-Do you think a conservative
bourgeois alternative to Jean- Claude
Duvalier exists?

A, Ithink it is extremely difficult
for such an alternative to be concre-
tized, That is why, incidentally,
Washington hesitates to abandon

Jean- Claude Duvalier,

Q- Is there anything else you
would like to mention?

A- The Haitian people and all the
victims of Duvalier's regime need
the solidarity of all peoples, and
especially of all the workers organi-
zations of the world. It is impera-
tive that this solidarity become more
organized and visible than it has
been up to now.
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Building a World Party of Socialists

By Mikael Ernwik

A NEW SOCIALIST PARTY FOR SWEDEN

ed. The Polish events have increased dis-
trust of the CP as well as the tensions with-
in it. Furthermore, the rise of a Green, or
environmentalist party, is cutting into the
CP vote, although the opinion polls and
analysts give the environmentalists no
chance of surmounting the 4% barrier,

If the CP loses its parliamentary repres-
entation, which for the time being seems
less probable, that would knock one of the
props out from under the Social Democrat
and CP majority and make it much more
difficult to defeat the three bourgeois
parties. This situation increases the pressure
on left-minded workers who might have
considered voting for revolutionary social-
ists to cast their ballots instead for the SP
or the CP.

Thirdly, the workers are growing exasper-
ated with the present Liberal-Centre coal-
ition, which is being pressured to move
even further to the right by a pseudo-

oppositional rightist party.This inclines
them more strongly to vote for the two
established workers parties, and in part-
:cular the Social Democrats, who offer the
only realistic governmental alternative to

the bourgeois coalition.




However , while the Social Democrats
want to take advantage of this growing
feeling that the present bourgeois govern-
ment must be replaced by a government of
the workers parties, they are trying to
restrain it, The reformists are well aware
that a Social Democratic government would
have to deal with a deepening crisis in the
industries that have traditionally dominat-
ed the Swedish economy-~the iron mines,
steel, ship building, paper, and pulp.
They know that in line with their class-
collaborationist policy they would have to
carry out a tough austerity program and to
twist the arms of the trade unions to get
them to go along.

The Social Democrats are giving clear
signals of their intentions, while being
careful not to provoke any reactions that
could get out of hand. They talk about
'voluntary' wage restraint and redirecting
industrial production into more profitable
lines. But they have not been able to give
any indication of how a major increase in

Swedish exports could be achieved in the
context of growing international competit-
ion,

Moreover, the Social Democrats are
looking for a closer working relationship
with big business, the decisive force in the
Swedish economy. They hope to accomplish
it through a sort of historic compromise be-
tween the labour misleaders and represent-
atives of the more advanced circles of the
bourgeoisie,

In exchange for accepting wage restraints

and boosting capitalist profits , the labour

There were 76 delegates , more than two-
thirds of whom were members of LO
(Landsorganisationen, the national trade-
union federation for blue collar workers).
Very close to half were metal workers.

The age of the delegates ranged between
twenty and forty-one. Some 10% were

also members of the youth organisation
sponsored by the KAF,the Ungsocialister
(Young Socialists).

The percentage of women delegates was
low, even compared to their overall num-
ber in the organisation (roughly one third).
But women delegates played a major role in
the debates.Nonetheless, this bad aspect
of the congress composition was also re-
flected in a low proportion of women on
the incoming National Committee (four out
of twenty-three full and alternate mem-
bers). This situation is now becoming a
challenge to the organisation.

The congress concluded four months of
discussion in which written contributions
were debated throughout the organisation.
Three minority tendencies developed, rep-

resenting respectively 6%, 6% and 9% of the

membership. Compared to this, they were
slightly overrepresented in terms of dele-

gates. All three minorities dissolved during
the latter part of the congress.

A number of greetings were delivered to
the congress. They came from a represent-
ative of the Socialist Workers Party , the
organisation in the United States that is in

misleaders hope to get a bigger say in the
day-to-day economic decisions. This pers-
pective is closely linked to the Social
Democrats' scheme of creating "wage-
earners' funds." These are to be built up
from payments in lieu of wage increases
and a certain, very limited share of the
profits in the most profitable industries,
These funds will buy stock on the open
market and thereby the union representa-
tives on their boards can hope to gain an
increasing influence in financial circles.
Schemes of theis sort are being put forward
by the leaders of the traditional workers
parties and trade unions in a situation in
which the ranks of the workers organisat=
ions are confused about the project and
these leaders find themselves being sub-
jected to violent attacks from their hoped-

for capitalist collaborators.
The present course of the Social Demo~

cratic leadership is to the right and re-
treating from earlier promises and deci-
sions, However, to most workers even the
rightwing SP policy seems to offer a less
constraining straitjacket than that of the
bourgeois government.

Thus, the present situation imposes a
difficult choice on the KAF, Different
currents represented at the congress drew
different conclusions from it.

What had to be found was an electoral
tactic that would not run counter to the
legitimate feeling in large sections of the
working class that the only effective way
to get rid of the bourgeois coalition is to
vote the traditional workers parties into
office but at the same time not promote

political solidarity with the Fourth Inter-
national; from a representative of the Soc-
ialistisk Arbejderpartei (Socialist Workers
Party, Danish section of the Fourth Interna-
tional); from a representative of a Norweg-
ian co-thinkers group around the magazine
Internasjonalen; and from Alain Krivine,

leader of the French section of the Fourth
International, who also spoke representing
the United Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
national,

One of the greetings to the congress was
unusual. It came from a Goteborg represent-
ative of Sveriges Kommunistiska Parti, marx-
ist-leninisterna (Communist Party of Sweden
marxist-leninist), Hasse Haggqvist.

Haggqvist began by saying:

"To my"®nowledge this is a historic first,
It seems to be the first time in Sweden that
devoted Maoists have brought greetings to
a gathering like this. " He continued:

"We hope that your congress will result in
a reinforcement of your work in all those
areas where you have made positive cont-
tributions to the Swedish class struggle. We
also look forward to working with you in

the future as a valued ally and a serious
organisation. You are not the best organ-

isation, but you are all right."

The congress also received a written
message from one of the local groups of the
Swedish CP, (Vansterpartiet Kommunisterna,
Left Party of Communists).

illusions about what a Social Democratic
government could do or would try to do.
A majority at the congress decided that
the best way to put forward the KAF's
general perspectives and a revolutionary
social program for solving the crisis, for
opening the way for the growth of support
for socialism, was to run its own condid-
ates. It was necessary to make a definite
choice, since there is only one round in
the elections and there is no possibility for
second- and third- preference votes.
A minority argued that if the KAF called
for a vote for the Social Democrats there
would be fairly good chances for linking up
with opposition currents inside the Social
Democracy and the trade unions. It indic-
ated that a KAF campaign for its own
candidates would be an obstacle to accom-
plishing this,

The majority agreed that the coming
period would open up new possibilities for
intervening in the deepening crisis of the
traditional Swedish workers organisations.
Its representatives said that they recognised
that there was a need to train the KAF for
this. But it argued that the minority over-
estimated the present level of radicalisa-
tion in the traditional organisations and
the possibilities for linking up with what
they described as very weak and scattered
opposition currents inside the Social Demo-
cracy.

The majority maintained that it would be
impossible to wage an effective campaign
on the key issues in the elections without
KAF candidates,

Two thirds of the delegates voted for run-
ning an independent KAF campaign. The
political resolution and draft program
presented by the outgoing leadership were
accepted by similar majorities,

KAF CHANGES ITS NAME

A special point was put on the congress
agenda calling for changing the name of
the KAF. This move was originated by a
motion from the KAF political unit at the
Volvo automotive plant in Goteborg. The
activists there argued that because of
Sweden's traditions, "communism" has
become identified with Stalinism.

On the other hand, "socialism" and "soc=
ialist” would stand for a positive altern-
ative to the established Social Democracy.

Therefore, changing the designation of
the organisation to "socialist" could make
it easier for revolutionary socialists to
gain a hearing for their real political mess-
age instead of getting bogged down in def-
ensive explanations of what the Communi st
Workers League is not .

By an overwhelming majority , the dele-
gates voted to change the name of the KAF
to the Socialistiska Partiet (Socialist Party),
Swedish section of the Fourth International.

In deciding to call itself a party, the
organisation demonstrated a leap in its pol-
itical self-confidence resulting from its
growing working~class composition and its
practical achievements. This is a preparat-
ion for seizing the opportunities that all
currents represented at the congress agree
lie ahead for revolutionary socialists in
Sweden,
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ssmSelections from the World Press

AUSTRALIA

In the February 3 issue of the weekly
that reflects the views of the Socialist
Workers Party, Australian section of the
Fourth International, Nita Keig writes:

"Here in Australia ALP (Australian
Labor Party) and trade union leaders such
as NSW (New South Wales) Labor Council
secretary Barrie Unsworth, and Queens-
land ALP president Denis Murphy spoke
on platforms with Liberal Party leaders,
air commodores, and 'Captive Nations'
spokespeople,

"This has nothing to do with labor
solidarity and is a betrayal of the inter-
ests of the workers in both Australia and
Poland.

"If these forces were genuinely con-
cerned about the welfare of Polish work-
ers they should be calling for the can-
cellation of the debts the giant capital-
ist banks of the West are holding over

Poland's workers.
"In fact, these bankers pushed the

Polish regime to crack down on the work-
ers' movement to help ensure that their
loans are repaid,

"Nothing exposes the cynical use of
Poland by the capitalist politicians more
than this.,

"It confirms that the only real friends
of the Polish workers, the only real sup-
porters of their struggle, are the trade
unionists and labor movement activists in-
volved in a similar fight against their own
governments in the capitalist world.

"It is by these forces that genuine
solidarity, which is not tied to the aims
of the capitalist politicians or their right-
wing supporters in the labor movement
can be built.,"
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BUILDING SOLIDARITY WITH POLAND
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The French-language weekly of the
Revolutionary Workers League, Belgian
section of the Fourth International, reports
in its February 5 issue:

"The leadership of Solidarnosc in exile
called for an international day of solidar-
ity on January 30. Reagan tried to ex-
ploit this appeal, without much success.
But it has to be said that the response of
the workers movement was not a great
success either, That was certainly true in
Belgium. The two big union federations,
the FGTB and the CSC, had taken charge
of organizing the protest. But they limit-
ed themselves to running a picket outside
the Polish embassy in Brussels,

"When it became clear that the trade-
union movement was not planning a serious
action for January 30, some organizations,
including the Revolutionary Workers
League, tried to organize a demonstration
at the last minute. They managed to bring
out a few hundred people on a Saturday
afternoon.

"The day of solidarity with Solidarnosc
remains to be held. "

-y

SWEDEN

Internationalen

In its February 4 issue, the weekly paper
of the Communist Workers Party, Swedish
section of the Fourth International, inter-
viewed a participant in the conference of
Polen-Solidaritet Committees held in
Stockholm over the year-end holidays.

Irene Johansson-Wiik said: "For us,
the central thing is to get the Swedish
trade unions to support actively the Polish
free trade union, The LO (the Swedish

national union federation) is already carry-

ing on solidarity work. Polen-Solidaritet
wants to help complement this work. The
conference adopted an appeal that we
hope many trade unions will take up."
Internationalen noted: "This appeal
calls for breaking the news blackout from
Poland, for the release of the imprisoned
union activists, and that the state of siege
be ended. The statement also says that it
would be good for representatives of the
Swedish unions to be present at all trials of
imprisoned trade-union leaders,

"In various places in the committee, the
LO District Committees, together with the
Social Democrats, have formed what are

called Workers Movement Committee for

the Polish People." Irene Johansson-Wiik
continued: "In a number of places, Polen-
Solidaritet has worked with the LO District

Committees., "

"In Stockholm we jointly called a demon-
stration with the LO District Committee and
a rally with the Workers Movement Commit-
tee. We hope for continued cooperation,”
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Klassekampen

In the January 28 issue of the weekly
newspaper of the Socialist Workers Party,
Danish section of the Fourth International,
Jorgen Colding interviewed Gorm Klinken,
a member of the organization active in
the Copenhagen Polish Solidarity Commit-
ree’,
Colding asked: "In Land og Folk (the
Communist Party paper) and the Jylland
Post (a bourgeois paper), you can read that
it was not Solidarnosc but Ronald Reagan
that was behind the January 30 Internation-
al Day of Protest. How can it be assured
that the Polish workers and not Reagan get
the benefit of solidarity work with Poland?"

Klinken answered: "We can do this in
two ways. We must take our distance from
Reagan's attempt to exploit Solidarnosc.




He isn't interested in supporting Solidarity.
Secondly, we can try to make sure that the
support for Solidarity doesn't come from
the bourgeois forces but from the workers
movement,"

Colding. "How can you do that? For
example, representatives of the bourgeois
parties in Denmark say that they support
Solidarity, and they have signed statements
supporting some of Solidarity's demands. "

Klinken. "We obviously cannot stop
them from doing that. But we can do much
more to broaden the solidarity in the unions
and among the workers parties.

"l think that the solidarity groups should
set up trade-union groups that actively
canvas the workplaces and explain what
Solidarity stands for. We can try to draw
the unions into demonstrations in support of
Solidarity, as happened in some places up
till January 30, "

Colding. "Considering Reagan's attempt
to exploit the Polish situation for his own
political objectives, do you think that
there is a need for changing the political
basis of the Solidarity Committees? Should
they say for example that they are for
socialism in Poland?

Klinken. "I can't imagine that it
would do much good for the committees to
say that they are for socialism in Poland.
On the other hand, that could make it
difficult to draw in many of those who want
to do something against the military govern-
ment in Poland,

"But | do think that it is right to take
our distance from Reagan's boycott and his
attempt to exploit Solidarity for his own
political ends. And we should take our
distance from the bourgeois forces who say
that they want to support a union abroad,
but that they are anxious to restrict the
rights of trade unions here in Denmark, "

U, S.A,

Intercontinental Press

In the January 18 issue of the weekly,
published in New York, David Frankel
wrote in the News Analysis column under
the headline, "Imperialists Campaign on
Poland:"

"There can be no genuine support for
the Polish working class that does not put
opposition to the crimes of the Stalinist
bureaucracy within the context of opposi-
tion to imperialist oppression and support
for the struggle for socialism."
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The Militant

In the January 29 issue of the Militant,
a weekly that reflects the views of the
Socialist Workers Party, one of the main
founding parties of the Fourth International,
SWP leader Larry Seigle writes:

"If the AFL-CIO wanted to provide some
real aid to the Polish workers, it could
start by joining with the labor forces in
Europe who are opposing the introduction
of new nuclear weapons into their coun-
tries....

"But that is not what the Polish Workers
Aid Fund is all about. Rather than aiding
the Polish workers, the AFL-CIO mis-
leaders are mainly interested in helping
the Democrats and Republicans to carry
out their bipartisan foreign policy, which
is more and more heading toward the direct
use of U.S. military forces overseas, under
the banner of anticommunism,

"'The reactionary character of the AFL-
ClO campaign around Poland has repelled
everyone motivated by genuine feelings of
solidarity.

"At the same time, right-wing forces
have flooded rallies on Poland called in
the name of the AFL-CIO after the dec-
laration of martial law in Poland. , ..

"Essentially the same thing happened
when a few groups calling themselves
socialist tried to organize demonstrations
on Poland that would be more 'radical’
than the AFL-CIO actions. Such actions
were held in a number of cities.

"For example, in New York City, an
ad hoc coalition held a demonstration on
Poland....The sponsors included organiza—~
tions such as the Democratic Socialist
Organizing Committee, the Revolutionary
Socialist League, and Workers Power. The
demonstration took place at the Polish
consulate within hours after ancther, right-
wing, rally was held there. As could be
expected the gews media lumped in the
'pro-socialist' action with the right-wing
protest in reporting the events.
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"What the sponsoring groups had in
common is their refusal to politically de-
fend the workers states against imperialism.
Rather they place 'equal blame' on both
imperialism and the workers states for the
evils of the world, placing themselves in
what they call the 'third camp.' But in the
context of the imperialists' campaign
around Poland, this 'third camp' position,
under the guise of 'fighting Stalinism,' be-
comes nothing but another voice in the
anticommunist and anti=-Soviet choir, lend-
ind left cover to the Reagan propaganda
effort,

"For these reasons, the Socialist
Workers Party opposed demonstrations
called by these forces in New York and
other cities. Members of the party sold
the Militant to people who were drawn to
these actions because of their solidarity
with the Polish workers, and got a good
response,

Seigle wrote that the SWP branch in
San Francisco had participated in a dem-
onstration against the crackdown in Poland
but the results had been bad, Seigle
explained:

"Members of the right-wing Libertarian
Party turned out, carrying virulently anti-
communist placards. Among their slogans
were 'Smash the Communist Tyrants,' and
'Hang Jaruzelski.' Some anarchists
carried slogans advocating 'Anarchy for

All of Poland.'

"Members of 'third camp' groups turned
out with signs such as 'CIA/KGB--Both
Sound the Same to Me."

Seigle went on to report:

"Speaking at a Bay-Area-Wide Militant
‘Forum held the following weekend, SWP
National Cochairperson Barry Sheppard
explained that the San Francisco demon-
stration and others like it were an obstacle
to carrying out a genuine campaign of
solidarity with Polish workers. ...

"Sheppard pointed to the 'extremely
provocative' slogans, such as 'Hang
Jaruzelski.' These not only do not offer
any solidarity to the Polish workers, but
lend credence to the lies of the Kremlin
bureaucrats--and of groups such as the
Communist Party, the Workers World Party,
and the Spartacist League--who support
the crackdown on the Polish workers.

"Their strategy is to smear Solidarity
as a right-wing movement. To the degree
that workers who support Solidarity march
side by side with right-wing and even
semi-fascist groups, this appears to support
these accusations, therefore undermining
Solidarity itself,

"Sheppard added, 'Marching with signs
such as 'Anarchy for all Poland' simply
reinforces Moscow's false charge that
Solidarity is responsible for 'anarchy’ in
Poland.

" 'For these reasons,' he said, 'the dem-
onstration was a blow to the Polish work-
ars, twi 45

" 'We were burned once but we won't
be burned again,' Sheppard stressed,
referring to the San Francisco demonstra-
tion. 'The San Francisco SWP won't
muk:e the same mistake again, he added.' "
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WHERE IS THE

DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT IN CHINA GOING?

In late 1978, an original dissident
movement sprang up in the main cit-
ies of China under the slogan of de-
mocracy. For several months this
movement had the protection of lib-
eralizers like Deng Xjaoping in the
Party top and the strong approval of
leading intellectuals and cultural fig-
ures in the media, the universities
and the academies, so that it was
able to win ground and widen its sup-
port. But it is now clear that, for
the leaders around Deng at least, this
movement was from the very start
a disposable tool, and that once it
had done its job of helping to winkle
out the Maoist old guard and get the
modernisation programme underway,
it could be tossed aside and scrapped
like similar ones before it.

It is now three years since the
streets of Beijing first rang to the
shouts of youthful dissent and the
first unofficial journals tumbled out
of patched-up mimeographs. In those
three years the movemant has suf-
fered repeated blows, first to the
head and later to the body. In early
1979, a few of its best leaders and
organizers vanished into the camps
and prisons where most of them still
remain--bloodied but unbowed,
Throughout 1979 and 1980 new cur-
rents followed, until finally all the
main leaders of the unofficial move-
ment, and many of its active sup-
porters, were rounded up in a nation-
wide swoop in April 1981,

But there are excellent reasons to
think that this movement will sooner
or later revive, and when it does so
it will doubtless have learned from
Deng's betrayal that it is far wiser
to sink roots deep into the wider so-
ciety than to depend on this or that
faction in the Party top. One reason
is that the men and women of the dem-]
ocratic movement have long experi-
ence of political repression ever
since their days as Red Guards in
Mao's Cultural Revolution, and are
therefore not likely to go down under
this new wave of it, Another is that
the movement has quickly differenti-
ated in the course of its development,
sprouting liberal and Marxist wings
each with a powerful and well-formed
critique of present-day Chinese so-
ciety. This differentiation has im-
measurably strengthened the dissent-
ers and overcome much of their
earlier political and intellectual

eclecticism, without-~-as Liu Qing's
30

prison testimony shows--destroying
an ounce of their solidarity,

Finally, although the authorities
have cast the net wide, reports
smuggled out of China suggest that
it caught mainly the big and medium
fish, leaving most of the small fry
still at large. So, it was therefore
not wholly unexpected when news
came out of China in the summer of
1981 that Zeren ('Duty'), the national
organ of the Alliance of Unofficial
Journals, is still appearing clandes-
tinely even after the final crushing
of the open movement in April,

The Chinese democratic move-
ment has many varied points of intel-
lectual reference, ranging from
Christ, Dada and Montesquieu's
1'E sprit des Lois to Trotsky, Tito
and the humanist writings of the
young Marx., Wei Jingsheng, the
movement's first prominent martyr,
has argued forcefully for 'free enter-
prise' as the only economic system
compatible with political democracy.
Wang Xizhe, a veteran dissenter
whose 1974 wall-poster(co-authored
with three others) was in some ways
the start of the unofficial movement
in China, has searched out the ele-
ments for a powerful and original
critique of bureaucracy from the
Marxist classics, Others are placed
somewhere between these two poles.

THE ORIGINS OF THE
MOVEMENT

The Cultural Revolution of 1966-
68 was critical in two main ways for
the emergence of the democraticcur-
rent in Chinese politics in the late
seventies, First, it plunged China
into a terror that traumatised all so-
cial classes, not least the political
elite- -p®rts of which began to ques-
tion their commitment to the methods
of dictatorship, Second, it spawned
the Red Guards, who swept China for
a time and got an appetizing taste of
political independence.

The disaffected elite included a
large group of top political leaders,
managers, intellectuals, Party cad-
res and others in the official world
who had suffered persecution during
the chaos of the Cultural Revolution,
when the search for 'class enemies'
grew ever more frenetic and the
norms of political behaviour collapsed
almost completely.

Throughout the mid- and late sev-
enties these people trickled back into

offices as the smashed administra-
tion was slowly restored., Many of
them were far from the hacks and
stooges that their Maoist critics said
they were, A good few had fought for
the revolution in the thirties and for-
ties, and even more had stubbornly--
if surreptitiously--resisted Mao's
excesses in the fifties and sixties, of-
ten at great personal cost to them-
selves and their families, Luckily for
China, Mao wasno Stalin, and while
he had few scruples about purging his
rivals, he normally stopped short of
killing them, on the grounds that once
dead they could never be reformed.
And thus many of those who returned
to power after his death in 1976 were
not career bureaucrats, as in Russia
after Stalin, but experienced and in-
dependent- minded people, including

a thick sprinkling of indomitable old
revolutionaries,

Naturally these 'returnees' were
unlikely to question the ultimate foun-
dations of their own power, but some
of thern were prepared to tolerate new
thinking about the relationship be-
tween democracy and socialism, and
for a while the fruits of this rethink-
ing enlivened the pages even of
China's main theoretical journals, It
was from 'returnees' like Yu Guang-
yuan, ., that the strongest official
pressure came for the democratiza-
tion--within limits- -of China's po-
litical life and the strengthening of
legal rights and guarantees.

The few hundred activists in the
unofficial movement, which is the
second and more enduring strand in
China's democratic fabric, might
have been eliminated much sooner
had they not been connected to the
hundreds of thousands who in varying
degrees represented the democratic
movement in the official world, and
who were deeply questioning and
doubting Maoist methods and values.
These unofficial activists first en-
tered politics as Mao's instrument
in the faction fight of 1966-67, but
they soon exceeded the limits that
Mao's group had set for them,

AFTER SHOCKS OF THE CULTURAL
REVOLUTION

In analysing the Cultural Revolu-
tion it is therefore necessary to
make a sharp distinction between the

‘anti-bureaucratic, egalitarian im-




pulses that motivated its activists,
and the efforts of Party leaders to
manipulate it from above, True,
most Red Guards became bogged
down under the influence of compet-
ing groups in the Party leadership in
an increasingly violent power strug-
gle in which factional ties quickly
overwhelmed political principle, but
still a minority successfully resisted
the meddling of Party leaders and
developed independent political posi-
tions,

After September 1967 the new
ruling group around Mao, having
managed to oust many of its rivals
in the Party-state, finally set about
suppressing these troublesome 'lit-
tle generals' and consolidating its
position in the country. But it lacked
a broad stable base either in society
or in the Party, and therefore had to
resort more and more to dictatorial
methods to keep itself in power, The
betrayed Red Guards responded in
various ways to this experience,
Some retreated into cynicism, apa-
thy or the assiduous cultivation of
self-interest. Others gave them-
selves over to a melancholy roman-
ticism of the sort best exemplified
by the recently popular 'new wave
literature' or 'literature of the
wounded', with its recurrent themes
of tragedy, betrayal and sacrifice,
But a minority persisted with the
political critique of bureaucracy
that they had begun during the Cultu-
ral Revolution,

For them, as the essays of Wang
Xizhe, Yi Ming and others show, the.
experience of the Cultural Revolution
was by no means all bad, and given
the chance they would doubtless dis-
tance themselves from some of the
more extreme denunciations of it
current in the West, The Cultural
Revolution taught them the value of
'linking up to exchange revolutionary
experience'--a lesson that they now
put to excellent effect. It also taught
them how to write, to edit and to
mimeograph, But above all it taught
them that 'to rebel is justified, ' and
although the Maoist leaders at first
tried to manipulate this rebellion to
their own ends and eventually sup-
pressed it altogether when it began
to depart too radically from their
circus-script, the lesson was not the
sort that you could easily forget.

THE SOCIAL COMPOSITION OF THE
DISSIDENT MOVEMENT

China's democratic movement is
made up overwhelmingly of state-
employed manual workers and tech-
nicians who identify almost without
exception with the workers and peas-
ants' cause, True, some are the off-
spring of influential Party officials
and army officers or of foreign-edu-
cated scientists and technologists,
but even many of these people work

in factories or workshops. It is
quite common in China for people
with influence to seek 'backdoor en-
try' to jobs in industry for their
children,

After all, factory work has high
social status in China, and for a gen-
eration that went without formal edu-
cation at a crucial time in their lives
it is always better than the chief al-
ternative: transfer to a village as
part of the xiafang or 'Down to the
countryside' programme, The re-
sult is that proportionately more
young people, well informed through
family connections about political
struggles at the highest levels, work
in urban industry in China than is
the case in the Soviet Union or in
Eastern Europe; and it is largely
from among these people that the
leaders of the democratic movement
are drawn, This is extremely
important for understanding the
nature of dissent in China, and the
differences between it and dissent
in the Soviet Union, which is mainly
practised by intellectuals, many of
them highly placed, In China even
dissidents from well-off backgrounds
distance themselves from their ori-
gins by wearing patched clothes of
coarse peasant-style cloth, and all
vehemently eschew the elitism
common among their Soviet counter-
parts.

China's democratic movement ac-
tivists were under no illusions about
their strength in the winter of 1978-
79, and were well aware that they
owed their freedom to publish and or-
ganise solely to the benign disposi-
tion of some Party leaders, True, a
mass movement--the main factor
behind the rapid collapse of the 'Gang
of Four', and the democratic move-
ment was directly descended from
those events., But for the time being
the broader social forces of April
had withdrawn from active political
roles and were ready to entrust the
affairs of state to the new Deng gov-
ernment, Some saw the latter as a
direct outcome and guarantee of the
1976 political ferment,

Although Deng had shown no enthu-
siasm for Throwing the Party open to
criticism in 1957 and Mao had had no
difficulty in turning the Red Guards
against him ‘and Liu Shaoqi as sym-

bols of bureaucratic corruption in

1966, Deng had been both a main op-

ponent and a main victim of the Cul-

tural Revolution, and--so one hoped--

| had emerged wiser from the trauma,

Others supported Deng because they
were tired of struggling, or because
the alternatives looked worse, or

because they feared to rock the boat
while it was changing course and all

sorts of perils--especially economic
ones--lay ahead, So the democratic

movement was temporarily beached,

and would have to make the best of it

until a new rising of the tide,

But some of the movement's
bolder supporters were not content
to bide their time and hold their
tongues in the hope that they would
continue to be tolerated., Instead they
strove to break out of their isolation,
and relentlessly exposed the gap be-
tween Deng's promise and his prac-
tice.

DISSIDENTS TRY TO LINK UP WITH
MASSES

In 1979 sections of the movement
tried to forge links to broader social
bases, especially the returned
xiafang youth and the shangfang peti-
tioners, The conditions of the mil-
lions of young people sent out to the
villages (xiafang) before and after the
Cultural Revolution were often ex-
tremely harsh, and many believed
that the procedures by which they
had been chosen for rustication
were arbitrary or discriminative.
After the fall of the 'Gang of Four'
the government took steps to improve
the conditions of xiafang youth and
allowed many to return home, The
effect was to set in motion a huge
influx of other young people into the
big cities, where they petitioned for
relocation back to their homes,

These xiafang youth were joined
by crowds of peasants who had come
to the cities to demand redress of
wrongs done them by officials under
the Mao regime, Together these two
groups were known as the shangfang
or 'Up to petition' movement, In
many cities they staged demonstra-

tions and even riots, According to a
Beijing wall-poster written by Zhang

Xifeng, an agricultural worker from
Shanxi, at one time there were

10, 000 such shangfang 'refugees'
sleeping out on the streets of the
capital, where they lived by begging,
theft and prostitution,

According to Zhang, these people
were harassed, beaten and occasion-
ally rounded up and interned by the
city authorities, The authorities
were in no position to put a quick end
to the political and social grievances
of the shangfang petitioners, even if
they had had the will to do so, Not
only were their grievances too many,
but they originated mainly at the lo-
cal level, to which the new 'liberal’
norms had seldom sunk, The shang-
fang masses, largely unorganised
and voiceless, were therefore an
ideal target for the proselytising of
the articulate but numerically weak
democratic movement, When peas-
ants wrote about their grievances
on Democracy Wall, dissidents
copied their statements and pub-
lished them in their journals to give
them a wider airing. Some activists
organised and led demonstrations
of poor peasants and other petition-
ers in front of the government
bujldings at Zhongnanhai,
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In post- Mao China, wronged citi- = system where art and literature are intellectuals whose skills and know-
zens are a class numbering millions, | normally under tight political control.| ledge can now be mobilised for the

and had the democratic movement Despite the recent clampdown on un- | good of China, As for the legal
succeeded in giving shape and direc- | official art and the reimposition of . system, new procedures have been
tion to even a small part of them they | a strong political censorship, many introduced to replace the old ad hoc
could have become a new and convul- | cultural leaders clearly approve of methods that caused such wide-
sive force in Chinese politics and the experimentation in new literary spread dissatisfaction under the
might have destroyed the narrow and artistic forms, and have done | 'Gang of Four'.
framework within which the Party their best to encourage and protect But the new government quickly
leaders were trying to hold the lib- it. made clear the limits beyond which
eralisation, But the Party leaders Cccasional calls for freer sexual this liberalisation would not go., If
were not unaware of the danger and relations were reported from Dem- a measure of democracy was indis-
came down heavily on oppositionists ocracy Wall, In the past, PRC pensable for 'emancipating the mind'
--the best-known example was the governments have advocated severe and thus for promoting scientific
woman activist Fu Yuehua--who sexual repression, mainly on the progress, this democracy should
strove to make such links, grounds that sexual freedom in not go so far as to challenge the
China would lead in practice to the Party's monopoly on political power.
THE ROLE OF STUDENTS AND greater exploitation of women. So If legal guarantees were necessary
INTELLECTUALS | it is not surprising that themes of to protect common citizens against
sexual liberation should have been the arbitrary exercise of official
Two other groups that played an raised during the recent relaxation power, the judiciary should still
important role in China's recent pro- | in China, Women too have taken the | bow where necessary to the polit-
test and dissent were the students first small steps towards indepen- ical authorities, For the present
and the cultural non-conformists, dent organisation, just as they have leaders have hard-won positions
Students were the main force in in the Soviet Union in recent years, and material interests to defend
the Red Guard movement of the Cul- During the Cultural Revolution wo- and little knowledge or experience
tural Revolution, but they played men were told that they 'held up of democratic organisation even
practically no independent political half the sky' and urged to better during the revolution, When they
role in the decade after 1968. Stu- their position in society. But now saw the unofficial movement begin
dents in the early seventies were edu-| repressive notions of traditional to go too far, they therefore took
cated according to the norms and 'femininity' are being revived; steps to curb it, and then to crush
standards of the Mao group, and and the rapid growth of urban unem- | it,
after 1976 were poorly suited to the ployment will no doubt affect women But for a while, at least, the
goals of the new pragmatic leaders, first, in China as elsewhere in the ferment around Democracy Wall
which stressed science and techno- world, In the meantime, Chinese was extremely useful to Deng
103’}"* Not SHTPTiEiﬂgl’f t*h-EY showed WOITl€n are ECE.IIdBlOUE].}T 'Ill'.l.dEI""I‘EP- Xiacping and his supporters in the
no great enthusiasm for the prog- resented at all levels of pnliﬁcal government, whose programme
ramme of the new government, al- life, especially the top ones, Now still faced opposition from Maoists
though there is a little evidence that that Western trends are being eager- | who had survived the fall of the
they opposed the changes after Mao's | 1y followed by young people in 'Gang of Four' and from the cen-
death, China's big cities, it surely will trists around Hua Guofeng. Deng
As for the classes of students re- not be long before some form of Xiaoping, having spent the Cultural
cruited after 1976, most could be feminism catches on there, Revolution 'in the cowshed', could
expected to identify a?losel_y with the REPRESSION hardly be bla}med fcfr its cri'ses,
new leaders' goals, in which they and for the time being he enjoyed
were destined to play a star role. It The strategic goal of the post- great prestige among ordinary cit-
was therefore only natural that stu- Mao leaders is to create the condi- izens, He was perhaps the only
dents at first took no great part in tions -- political, culfural, social remaining leader who, like Mao in
the struggles and debates that mark- | and economic -~ for modernising his time, could risk whipping up
| ed the rise of the democratic move- China before the century is up. For mass movements on the streets in
| ment, But in late 1979 this calm on | Deng, this means streamlining the order to influence decisions in the
| the campuses was suddenly shat- administration, releasing the ener- Polithuro.
tered by strikes and militant demon- gies of the managers and the tech- By conjuring up the spectre of
strations to protest against various | Rnocrats, and throwing out the old popular discontent Deng Xiaoping
grievances, and the ferment some- class shibboleths, which are seen could frighten into submission his
times took overtly political forms, as an unnecessary source of social opponents in the leadership, who
REPDI‘tE of the 1980 elections at Bei- tensiuy.a.nd an artificial constraint were too CDIIIPI‘DI'HiBEd with the
jing University reveal a healthy on talent, Since Deng's return to Maoist past to feel comfortable
scepticism towards formed authori- office hundreds of thousands of about protest rallies and calls for
ty and a widely held commitment to officials have gone back to their human rights, democratic reform -
social reform, posts at all levels of the Party- and the bringing to book of those
Dissident poets, painters, writers| State, and large numbers of purged responsible for the 'decade of
and sculptors, like the Xingxing thinkers, writers, teachers and catastrophe'. And so he finally won
group that Julien Blaine met in Bei- | 2rtists have been rehabilitated out in the policy debate. Meanwhile,
jing are inseparable from the unof- (some posthumously). the movement that he had earlier
ficial political movement, and unof- The cases of millions of common encouraged was threatening to get
ficial journals regularly carried . citizens denounced or persecuted out of hand., Sections of it were
their poems and stories and adver- over the last thirty years have been taking their criticism of Mao to
tised their exhibitions, When Wei put under review, and the 'class unacceptable lengths, and raising
Jingsheng was gaoled in October 1979, enemy' label has been removed from questions about the whole system
several hundred poets met in public | all but a handful of 'unreformed’ of Party rule in China. At the same
to declare their support for him, landlords, capitalists, rich peasants | time disorder was breaking out on
This strong link between cultural and | and others, Many of these rehab- the streets of the capital, at a time
political dissidence is natural in a jlitated 'rightists' are scientists and when China's generals were fighting
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a difficult war against the Vietnam-=
ese,
DENG TURNS ON THE
MOVEMENT

On 16 March 1979 Deng Ziaoping
made a speech setting narrower lim-
its to the political ferment on the
streets of China's cities, When
Wei Jingsheng and others protested,
they were seized by the police, and
Wei was later gaoled for fifteen
years, In November further arrests
followed at Democracy Wall, and
shortly afterwards the Wall was
moved from Xidan to a less central
place and was then closed down
altogether, In February 1980 the
Four Great Freedoms--including
the freedom to put up wall-posters
--were excised from the Constitu-
tion, and subsequently it was for-
bidden to sell unofficial journals
in public,

These measures hit the democrat-
ic movement hard., Most unofficial
journals stopped appearing, although
a few continued to go out by post,
thus getting round the ban on public
sales, What ties there were between
groups in different parts of China
were loose, and it was not easy for
them to mount a coordinated response
to the crackdown, That is not to say
that there were no local protests.
Mu Changging, a leader of the Name-
less Association, committed suicide
in protest against Deng's speech an-
nouncing the repression, thus giving
the movement its first martyr; and
in Guangzhou City, Wang Xizhe and
his friends caused a stir by standing
up at a public meeting of the Com-
munist Youth League and criticising
the suppression of the Four Greats,
These were acts of individual heroism;
they gave the movement moral stat-
ure.

What the movement needed next
was the quieter heroism of the col-
lective: hard organisation, And it al-
most came within their grasp. In
January 1980 three unofficial jour-
nals in Guangzhou launched the first
national appeal for freedom of the
press, and others throughout China
soon followed suit, In May represen-
tatives of various groups issued a
joint protest against the arrest of
Liu Qing; and on 29 August dissi-
dents from Guangzhou, Wuhan,
Changsha and Shaoguan got together
to discuss setting up a committee to
defend Liu Qing, Two days later He
Qiu and three others implicated in
this action were arrested and held
by the police for several days, But
despite this pressure from the
authorities the moves towards great-
er cooperation went ahead, and a
month later 21 unofficial groups
finally joined together in a national
Alliance, and appointed He Qiu to

edit the all-China unofficial journal
Zeren,

A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

The birth of this new Alliance--it
still lives underground in China, al-
though its present strength is not
known--was a major achievement
which, given time, would have great-
ly strengthened the movement by pro-
viding a vehicle for the practical ex-
pression of solidarity across pro-
vinces, and by quickening the flow of
information and ideas.

At the same time, the movement
took steps to strengthen its external
ties, In some areas--what bolder
challenge to the 'Party of the Prole-
tariat? '--its constituent groups be-
gan to win friends among disaffected
factory workers, True, China's
dissidents were themselves mostly
workers, but few of the factory rank-
and-file had up to then actively iden-
tified with their positions, although
many may have passively sympa-
thised with them, Now all this began
to change., Here and there the move-
ment began to break out of its isola-
tion and to find new allies outside the
fickle elite,

In Shanghai, Fu Shengi, editor of
Voice of the People, stood for elec-
tion in an engineering works after the
government had announced--rashly,
and not for long--that candidatesneed
no longer have Party approval to be
nominated, Fu headed the factory poll
at the first count, despite strong Par-
ty pressure on the electors to vote

lfor the two official candidates, In

Changsha too a dissident student
(married to an American woman) col-
lected a large amounts of money from
local factory workers to finance his
election campaign in the face of of-
ficial harassment, In Wuhan opposi-
tionists even managed to lead a strike,
And in Beijing Xu Wenli, editor of
April Fifth Forum, wrote an Open
Letter to Lech Walesa praising him
as a 'shining example for working
classes in socialist countries the
world over', Even in the vast coun-
tryside pin-pricks of democratic agi-
tation began to appear,

It would be foolish to exaggerate
the victories that the democratic
movemend#won among the workers.
But the chance was certainly there
that it might eventually make ties to
large numbers of them, in which
case its role in Chinese politics
would have been immeasurably
strengthened and the government
would have found it far harder to

.| suppress when the time arrived.

China is a desperately poor country,
and Deng's policies are aimed at
greatly widening the range of inequal-
ities in it, These are the ingredients
for acute social tension, The demo-
cratic movement, which inherited
from the Maoists a principled aver-
sion to privilege and inequality,
would have been strategically placed

to intervene in social conflicts in
the factories and on the farms, and

to win broader support for its polit-

ical programme,
ity did not escape the notice of the
Party top...

"GANG OF FOUR TRIAL"

In late 1980 the trial began in

But this possibil-

Beijing of the 'Gang of Four' (led by

Mao's widow Jiang Qing) and the
'Lin Biao clique' crushed after

allegedly trying to overthrow Mao in

1971, Jiang Qing, found guilty of
persecuting Communist leaders and

conspiring to subvert the nation, was

given a suspended death sentence,
as was her fellow-Maoist Zhang
Chunqgiao; the other defendants in
the case were sent to prison for
long periods,
ween this trial and the final crack-
down on the democratic movement
may not be immediately obvious,
there was such a link and it is im-
portant not to overlook it.
First, this trial, repeatedly

Although the link bet-

postponed, signalled a resolution of
the power struggle and a temporary

stabilisation of the leadership,
This had important consequences
for the protest movement. As long
as cleavages continued in the Party
top, the movement had some slight
space in which to work, DBut as
soon as the dominant faction had
succeeded -- for how long remains
to be seen -- in imposing its will
on the refractory remnants of the
Maoist old guard and overcoming
the last obstacle to a (limited) crit-
icism of Mao, the game was up.
Second, the trail signalled the
definitive and unabashed return to
'class justice' and thus paved the
way for extra-legal measures
against political deviants,
ly, this trial was billed as a chief
symbol of the return to 'socialist
legality' under Deng; and compared
with Stalin's show-trials and with
the increasingly violent way in
which faction —fights were resolved
in Mao's old age, there can be
little doubt that in principle it was
a move for the better, But by any
normal standards of justice it was
a contemptible fraud, Whatever
Jiang Qing's crimes, she did
nothing that her accusers would not
also have done in the fight for pow-
er, and in that sense her only real
crime was to be defeated. In any
case, the verdict against her was
clearly reached before the trial,
and the trial itself was heavily
censored and attended by a raucous
and squalid campaign of sexist
smears and innuendos. The de-
fence lawyers based their cases
entirely on evidence compiled by
the prosecution. They objected to
none of the prosecutors' questions,
cros s-examined no prosecution

Official-
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witnesses and called no witnesses
of their own, (See the account of
Ma Ronggie, Jiang Qing's defence
lawyer, reported in the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune, 8 January
1982.)

Shortly after Jiang's sentencing,
Amnesty International said that it
was 'concerned that the standards
applied at the trial of the ten former
officials might have an adverse ef-
fect for the conduct of other political
trials in the People's Republic’.
Amnesty's concern found little echo
in the political world, either on the
right (which was busy ganging up
| with Deng against the Russians) or
' on the left, which seemed largely in-
different to Jiang's fate. Unfortu-
nately Amnesty -- which has long
. experience of such things -- was
right, It was widely said in China
before Jiang's trial that through it
Deng wanted to convince sceptical
Chinese that the courts 'attack
tigers as well as flies'. But if se-
ditious tigers get only the sem-
blance of a trial, should it surprise
us when the flies are sent to gaol
with no hearing at all?

And so, on and around 10 April
1981, 25 leading oppositionists and
an unknown number of lesser ones
were arrested in a nationwide crack-
down on the democratic movement,
As far as is known, these people
were not put on public trial and were
not formally charged with any crime,
At the same time the police ques-
tioned many activists not yet arrest-
ed, searched their houses and con-

fiscated books, paper and printing
equipment,

Is this the end of the road for
China's democracy movement? Will
it now go the same way as the Hun-
dred Flowers of 1957, which sank
almost without trace under the waves
of Party intolerance? A comparison
with past unofficial movements sheds
useful light on the strengths and
weaknesses of China's present dis-
sidents. The course of past critic-
ism movements -- the main ones
were in 1942, 1957 and 1966-68 --
was drearily, if tragically, pre-
dictable: first the Party leaders
urge the people to speak out; sooner
or later the critics overstep the
limits: next the Party leaders re-
assert control by repressing the
critics; and then the themes of
criticism lie dormant until the next
sponsored round of 'blossoming and
contending', Or so it was until the
Cultural Revolution, But here the
first big difference between present
and earlier forms of dissent be-
comes apparent. For whereas the
clampdown in 1942 and 1957 was
more or less complete, so that the
next generation of contenders was
forced to start out with a blank

24

sheet, the effects of a political
earthquake like the Cultural Revolu-
tion could not so easily be wiped
clean just because some bureaucrat
wanted it so. The Cultural Revolu-
tion was a mass movement of un-
precedented proportions and it will
be some time before its aftershocks
die down completely. And the
democratic movement started out
not with a blank sheet but with a
considerable body of theory and
experience, :

As for the Hundred Flowers cam-
paign of 1957, there are many par-
allels between it and the recent
movement, and these parallels are
even officially recognised. The re-
pressing of the Hundred Flowers
has been widely described in China's
press as the beginning of the 'left'
tendency and China's troubles, and
victims of the 1957 clampdown have
not only been rehabilitated in their
tens of thousands but are today
saying many of the same things they
said before their arrest nearly
twenty-five years ago. But the
differences are even more striking.

In 1957 all sections of the Party
were united behind their historic
leader, Mao, The Party had stabi-
lised its rule and had radically re-
structured the Chinese economy.
But Mao's Great Leap Forward of
1954, which plunged China's econ-
omy into deep crisis, destroyed
much of his support in the Party
top. Today the combined effects of
time's tooth and repeated power
struggles have led to the shedding
of many old leaders, and China's
economy and society are emerging
only with the greatest difficulty
from a period of debilitating chaos.
In 1957 Mao launched the Hundred
Flowers by deliberate choice, to
curb bureaucratic conservatism in
the Party and forestall 'a Hungar-
ian-style incident', The forces he
mobilised were students and older
intellectuals newly emerged from
the furnace of thought reform. But
the democratic movement developed
largely independently, over a long
period of intellectual ferment and
experiggentation, It is made up
mainly of young workers hardened
by years of personal privation and
political struggle. It shares some
notions with the students of 1957,
but on the whole its programmes
have greater theoretical depth and
articulation than those of 1957.

A comparison with the Cultural
Revolution is also instructive. In
1966 the Party leadership was badly
split. The students and youth who
formed the mass base of the Cultural
Revolution were politically raw and
easy prey for manipulation from
above. The rival factions in the
Party hierarchy vied with one anoth-
er to recruit a following from among

the Red Guards, who lost sight of the
substantive issues and became hope-
lessly embroiled in factionalism and
violence. But although some of to-
day's dissidents were at one time
open to pressure from Deng Xiao-
ping, most were all along indepen-
dent of him and followed their own
lights, with no more than a token
nod in Deng's direction every now
and then, Today's dissidents suc-
ceeded in avoiding a gross person-
alisation of their politics despite the
stridently personal official campaign
against the 'Gang of Four', and
argued that one should look not at
the shortcomings of this or that
individual leader, but at the social
sy stem that underlies them,

The two great planks on which
the present leaders were hoisted
into power are modernisation and
democracy. It is unthinkable that
they would risk alienating their
support by backtracking entirely on
their promises of reform. The
'anti-fascist' mood among the Chin-
ese people, particularly the intel-
lectuals and the workers, is too
strong, the memory of the 'lawless-
ness' of the Cultural Revolution is
too fresh in people's minds, and the
new leaders' authority is incommen-
surably weaker than was Mao's in
1957, when he cracked down violent-
ly on the 'rightists' exposed during
the Hundred Flowers. And so the
prospect of a Chinese spring re-
mains,

Yet, as the events of recent
months show only too clearly, the
Party leaders will not tolerate the
bolder forms of independent poli-
tics advocated by the democratic
movement, or open up the system
to the fresh gusts of mass-based
dissent, Their goal is the creation
of a comparatively well-ordered
society in which 'democracy’ is
carefully modulated to reinforce
and stabilise the regime. The
recent sponsored revival of the
handful of docile 'democratic par-
ties' that have supported the govern-
ment uncritically since 1949 was
entirely compatible with that pro-
ject. The further growth of a non-
conformist democratic movement
was not., And so the movement
was repressed, But by arresting
its main leaders and driving its
supporters underground, the au-
thorities are running the risk that
in the long run they will strengthen
its coherence and force it to deepen
its roots in the working class and
peasantiry.

*This article is from Wild Lilies,
Poisoned Weeds; Dissident Voices
from People's China, Gregor

London: Pluto Press,

Benton, ed.,
1982,
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will be accepted, but you should add 5 % for clearing charges. Please make out the cheques (checks) and postal orders to PEC and mail
them to International Viewpoint : 2, rue RichardLenoir, 93108 Montreuil, France. Postal orders to PEC, Postal cheque account No
2 322 42 T Paris.

Before May 1 you can subscribe for six months at the special introduction price of 6 British pounds, 13 US dollars, Skr 70, French
Francs 70, DM 30, Dkr 90. AIRMAIL for North America, Latin America, Sub-Sahara Africa -- 18 US dollars. Australia-New éealand
Asia - 20 US dollars. Middle East, North Africa — 16 US dollars. ' ;

Normal Subscription Rate for one year is 16 British pounds, 31 US dollars, Skr 175, DM 70, Dkr 225. AIRMAIL for North Ame-

gréa:i L;;;Iin America, Sub-Sahara Africa — 42 US dollars. Australia-New Zealand, Asia — 47 US dollars. Middle East, North Africa -- 37
ollars.
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