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EL SALVADOR

Salvadoran people face death
squad government

ONTRARY to what is being

written in most of the press, the

FMLN offensive is not over.

What is really happening is that
the Salvadoran revolutionaries are using
every possible means to force the govern-
ment of the death squads to accept an out-
come favourable to the historic needs of
the Salvadoran people.

On their side, Cristiani and the military
along with the Bush administration, rather
than facing up to the reality of their politi-
cal weakness and the collapse of their
plans to isolate the FMLN from the popu-
lation, have opted to go all out for a mili-
tary defeat of the FMLN at the same time
tending to more and more generalize the
conflict throughout Central America.
Cuba and Nicaragua have been accused of
interfering in the internal affairs of El Sal-
vador and of giving military help to the
FMLN.

US Green Berets discovered
in Sheraton Hotel

The events surrounding the capture of
the Sheraton Hotel by FMLN forces on
November 21 showed the cynicism of
Cristiani and Bush. The presence there of
12 US Green Berets in possession of high
powered weapons, is a question that has

ALL THE signs are that the end of this year will see a
sharpening of the war in El Salvador and possibly the spread
of conflicts throughout Central America. After the
assassination of the leaders of the National Federation of
Salvadoran Workers (FENASTRAS) at the end of October
came the murder of the Jesuit priests and the strong offensive
launched by the FMLN on November 11, demanding a genuine
dialogue with the Cristiani government that could put an end
to the war and find a real solution to the terrible crisis in El

Salvador.

ALFONSO MORO

not until now been clarified by either the
Salvadoran government or the US.
Nobody can believe the argument that
they were only passing through. On the
contrary, the presence of US military
advisers, who have directly participated
in the night-time bombardments in San
Salvador, is becoming ever more obvious.
Bush is spreading the idea that there is a
danger of US citizens being attacked — a
claim that could be used to justify direct
military intervention by the United States

in El Salvador. In fact, the FMLN general
command has publicly stated on a number
of occasions that neither North American
positions nor installations are to be
attacked — a position that was maintained
during the assault on the Sheraton hotel.
Feeling ever weaker, the Cristiani gov-
ernment has resorted to generalized terror
against the population, not only through
political assassinations and constant bom-
bardments launched on the poor areas of
the Salvadoran capital, but also — with
the backing of the ultra-right ARENA par-
ty — by making 28 amendments to the

! penal code and judicial procedures and by
~ extending the scope of the “anti-terrorist”
| legislation.

Thus the minimum age at which a per-
son can be punished has been lowered
from 16 to 14 years. The maximum period
for which a person can be held for investi-
gation has been extended from 72 hours to
15 days.

Blatant attempt to
institutionalize terror

Fascist-style articles have ‘Ybeen added
defining new crimes such as “justifying
terrorism™ or “being suspected of being a
terrorist.” The process of institutionaliza-
tion of terror is so blatant that on the day
when these reforms were passed, the par-
liamentary groups of the PDC and PCN
withdrew from the assembly in protest
against the “anti-terrorist” legislation.

In its attempt to keep the situation under
control, the government of the death
squads has used chemical weapons
against the civilian population in urban
areas. Between November 11 and 21

B some 182 air attacks were made on the

poor districts of the capital. On November

3
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EL SALVADOR / USA

29 armed forces entered the offices of the
United Nations, causing enormous des-
truction. We do not know as yet what hap-
pened to the people working there.

‘What all this amounts to is an irreversi-
ble change in the political situation inside
El Salvador. The repeated refusal of Cris-
tiani to negotiate a political agreement has
moved the terrain for a possible solution
of the conflict from politics to the military
struggle. The Salvadoran revolutionaries
have demonstrated that they have the
strength to impose their terms on this ter-
rain.

In fact, the FMLN relaunched its offen-
sive on November 28 and 29 in Soyapan-
g0, Ayuxtepeque, Mejicanos, San Miguel
and so on at the same time as taking posi-
tions in the rich districts of San Salvador,
which the military will be more hesitant to
bombard. With the development of new
fronts in the west, north and east of the
capital, the FMLN has succeeded in estab-
lishing what it calls the "Circle of Liberty”
and already controls half of the city.

The name used is significant, especially
if we remember that the FMLN have given
the names of comrades fallen in battle or
murdered by the death squads to all their
previous operations. The field of action of
Cristiani and the high command continues
to shrink.

Relations with Nicaragua
severed unilaterally

The international situation is becoming
increasingly complex. After the crash of
an aircraft carrying arms to the FMLN, the
Cristiani government has been trying to
provoke an international scandal, accusing
Cuba and Nicaragua of involvement in
sending the material. Furthermore, the
breaking off of diplomatic relations with
Managua is clearly aimed at putting still
more pressure on besieged Nicaragua.

The aim may be to sabotage the meeting
of Central American presidents that will
be reassembling at the start of December
in Managua with the aim of finding a glo-
bal political agreement about the regional
conflict, or to bring about an increase in
military aid from the US to the El Salvado-
ran army.

As the FMLN general command has
indicated, the aim of Cristiani’s action is
to throw a smoKescreen over the genocide
being perpetrated by the Salvadoran army
against its own people. But everybody
knows that the first to escalate the war
were the army who launched indiscrimi-
nate land and sea attacks against the popu-
lation. It is really bizarre to hear Cristiani
lament the use of anti-aircraft weapons by
the FMLN at a time when the recent
bombing raids by his own air force have
been the cause of more than three thou-
sand deaths in less than two weeks.

In this situation it is absolutely legiti-
mate for the FMLN to get arms from
wherever and by whatever means they
can, especially when this gives them the

possibility of defending the civilian pop-
ulation from new massacres. Apart from
this, the Salvadoran government's
account of the airplane incident is
increasingly coming into question, par-
ticularly given the fact that one of the
Nicaraguan crew members alleged to
have been killed when the plane came
down has just appeared at a press confer-
ence in Managua to deny the version of
events being put about by Cristiani.

The importance of the airplane incident
is underlined if reports in Le Monde
(November 30 and December 1) are to be
believed. Here we read that in the middle
of these events, a Soviet delegation met
Cuban and Nicaraguan officials in Mana-
gua and called on these countries to cease
their support for the Salvadoran revolu-
tion, in order to prepare the ground for
the Gorbachev-Bush summit in Malta at
the start of December.

Nobody has the right to restrict support
of whatever kind to the revolution in El
Salvador and much less to try to turn the
countries in this region into bargaining
chips for superpower deals.

Dangerous escalation of
regional tensions

Finally, the victory of Rafael Callejas,
candidate for the rightist National Party
(PN) for the Honduran presidency and
his immediate turn towards an “unshake-
able union with the United States™; the
recent declarations of Vinicio Cerezo, the
Guatemalan president, accusing the Sal-
vadoran ultra-rightist D’ Aubuisson (sus-
pected of being behind the murder of
Archbishop Romero in 1980) of supply-
ing arms and ammunition to the Guate-
malan far right; and the possible increase
in US military aid to El Salvador to some
$1.4m each day (Newsweek, December
4) are leading the whole of Central Amer-
ica towards an explosion in the short
term.

It is necessary to redouble our efforts to
prevent Central American being drowned
in blood. We need to demand: the remov-
al from power of Cristiani; an end to
United States material and economic sup-
port to the Salvadoran high command,;
the removal of all US military advisors
from Central America; and for the people
of El Salvador to be permitted to deter-
mine their own destiny. It would be
unpardonable to prolong the sufferings of
the Salvadoran people, or allow the cri-
mes of the government of the death
squads to go unpunished. It is necessary
to support the FMLN's proposal for the
immediate start of negotiations, in which
all social and political forces in El Salva-
dor are able to take part, on ending the
war. This is the way towards a workable
solution to the Salvadoran crisis and to
lessen the dangers of the generalization
of i:mﬂict throughout Central Ameri-
ca.

HE MASSIVE outpouring on

November 12 was a powerful

proof of the strength of the abor-

tion rights movement, and
another sign of the militant role being
played by the National Organization of
Women (NOW). Immediately after the
July 3 Supreme Court ruling upholding
restrictive abortion laws in Missouri,
NOW called for a national protest action
in Washington DC. Leaders of other
national organizations within the pro-
choice movement, who favor state-
focused lobbying action to influence legis-
lators, opposed calling for a mass action
with a national focus. But NOW's refusal
to call off the national demonstration com-
pelled other groups within the women'’s
rights movement to organize events in cit-
ies across the country in what became a
coordinated project entitled “‘Mobilize for
Women's Lives — Across the the USA
and Washington DC.”

They couldn’t have been more than
eight or nine years old. They might have
been sisters — or maybe best friends.
They stood untiringly for hours at the edge
of the reflecting pool between the Lincoln
Memorial and the Washington Monu-
ment. They smiled, posed for an untold
number of photographs — and they
inspired everyone who passed by. Their
shirts were covered with buttons and rib-
bons and the name of their county’s pro-
choice coalition. Their signs read, simply,
“Future Feminists, Here by Choice”.
These two young women were among the
hundreds of thousands of demonstrators
who rallied in Washington D.C. to
demand continued access to safe, legal,
and affordable abortions for women in the
United States and around the world.

Contingents from around the
world

Sisters and brothers from Canada, Mexi-
co, and a large contingent from France
travelled to D.C. to lend their support.
Messages were received from France,
Japan, Austria, the European Common-
wealth, Feminists International, and a
coalition of progressive Belgian orga-
nizations (on November 7 the Belgian
Senate had voted to decriminalize abor-
tion). One speaker from Canada, asserting
that the U.S. struggle for abortion rights
has been an inspiration to all women, not-
ed that there are finally no laws forbidding
abortion in Canada, and noted that the
recent period has seen abortion rights
demonstrations and organizations in 33
Canadian towns and cities.

The November 12 mobilization came
only seven months after what had previ-
ously been the largest women's rights
demonstration in U.S. history. Last April
9 600,000 men, women and children of all
ages, religions and ethnic groups marched
on the nation’s capital to demand that the
Supreme Court uphold its 1973 Roe v.
Wade decision legalizing abortion. Yet
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Nationwide
mobilizations for

abortion rights

THE LARGEST mobilization for abortion rights in U.S.
history took place on November 12. One million participated in
events in 150 cities and in each of the 50 states. It began with a

sunrise candlelight march in front of President Bush’s
vacation home in Maine, and ended with a sunset action in
San Francisco. The largest rallies were 300,000 in Washington
D.C. and 100,000 in Los Angeles. Cities reporting the biggest
ever abortion rights demonstrations included; 20,000 in
Austin,Texas; 14,000 in Jefferson City, the capital of Missouri;
6,000 in Seattle, Washington; 2,000 in Boise Idaho. In Alaska
400 rallied in 25 degrees below zero weather. Demonstrations
in solidarity with this mobilization were held in Australia and
New Zealand, in Stockholm, Paris, London, Warsaw, Tel Aviv,
Sao Paolo, and — in what is described as the first women’s
demonstration ever held there — in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

MELANIE BENSON

despite this massive and powerful display
of pro-choice sentiment, on July 3 the
Supreme Court rendered a decision in the
Webster case that granted individual states
the authority to restrict access to abortion.
The outcry from supporters of women'’s
rights was instantaneous. NOW immedi-
ately called for the November 12 march.
Its smaller size in relation to April 9 was
more than compensated for by the breadth
of the actions which took place all across
the country.

|'SMILE sweerLy
MO COMPLAINTS

On Sunday morning, prior to the start of
the rally, hundreds attended the dedica-
tion of an Unknown Women’s Memorial,
commissioned by NOW and developed
by the Fund for a Feminist Majority. The
event specifically commemorated the
lives of six U.S. women who had died of
illegal abortions between 1929 and 1988.
The first of these, Clara Bell Duvall, 33,
mother of five children ranging in age
from 18 months to 13 years, had attempt-
ed a self-abortion with a knitting needle
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and died after weeks of agony. In 1977,
Rosie Jimenez, 27, mother of a small
daughter, was the first known victim of the
Hyde amendment which blocked funding
for legal abortion for poor women reliant
on government funding (Medicaid). In
1988, “Cathy”, 17, was the victim of a
state law in Indiana requiring parental
notification for abortions for teenagers.
She self-aborted and died of the resulting
complications rather than *“disappoint” her
parents by telling them about her pregnan-
cy.

yTwo speakers at the meeting were
daughters of women whose lives were
being remembered. Another speaker, from
the United Church of Christ, represented
the hundreds of church leaders who had
helped provide a safe underground net-
work for abortion services before the Roe
v. Wade decision in 1973. A brochure dis-
tributed to participants noted that prior to
the legalization of abortion in the U.S.,
10,000 women died yearly of illegal abor-
tions — and today 200,000 women world-
wide die annually from illegal, botched
abortions.

Monument to women who
died from illegal abortions

The brochure stated in part, “This pro-
ject is undertaken with the belief that if the
names and faces of all the women who suf-
fered and died were known, the debate on
abortion would end”. The monument itself
read: “In memory of the courageous wom-
en who died from illegal, unsafe abortions
because they had no choice”.

“Freedom of Choice" was the overriding
theme of the nearly five-hour rally that fol-
lowed, and of the hundreds of signs, but-
tons and banners carried by those
attending. There were nurses, social work-
ers, psychotherapists, and emergency-
room personnel for choice. There were
trade unionists, artists, television personal-
ities, and musicians for choice. There were
politicians, mountaineers, organic farm-
ers, and “MIT Nerds for Choice”. There
were Catholics, Jews, Unitarians, Metho-
dists and “A Baptist Grandmother for
Choice”. There were fathers, children, tod-
dlers, infants and “Loving Mothers for
Choice™.

There were students, and more students,
from almost four hundred large and small
high schools and college campuses across
the U.S. The Daily Bruin, student newspa-
per at the University of California, Los
Angeles (UCLA), reported on November
13 that “almost 20,000 students registered
with NOW for the demonstration. The
largest groups came from University of
Pennsylvania and Columbia University,
which each registered 850 students”. The
contingent from UCLA was part of a 400
member NOW delegation from Los
Angeles.

Some demonstrators marched and chant-
ed in small groups. Some performed street
theater. Some stretched blankets out on the

5
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grass. Some stood packed closely together
near the speakers’ platform, singing along
with the well-known folk songs of Peter,
Paul and Mary, Ronnie Gilbert and Pete
Seeger. They sang “I Am Woman" with
Helen Reddy and cheered “Take the Pow-
er” by Kay Weaver.

The mood was jubilant and celebratory
at times, angry and defiant at others — the
outrage directed at U.S. President George
Bush, the Supreme Court, and elected offi-
cials who vote against a woman's right to
choose. Bush, who had just vetoed a bill
that would have allowed Medicaid fund-
ing of abortions for poor women who were
victims of rape and incest, came under
heavy fire. As NOW President Molly
Yard observed in her opening remarks,
“How ironic that...as the Berlin Wall
comes tumbling down, President Bush
would enslave the people of this country
by denying reproductive rights. We say
‘No! We will not obey your dictates!’ We
will work with our sisters everywhere to
make abortion a right all over the world.
Let freedom ring here and around the
world for women and for individual
rights!”.

Yard pledged that the movement would
help build a “political army on behalf of
freedom for women™ by electing women
and pro-choice politicians.

Participants flushed with
feeling of power

Several elected officials and political
candidates spoke at the rally, with the
loudest applause given to David Dinkins,
the first black mayor-elect of New York
City, whose victory at the polls five days
earlier was still fresh in everyone’s minds.
His victory, along with those of pro-
choice governors of Virginia and New Jer-
sey, had rally participants flushed with a
feeling of power. A huge banner hanging
across the front of the speakers’ platform
boasted: “Score: Pro-Choice 3, Bush 0.
Sheri Odell, NOW vice-president and ral-
ly coordinator for both April 9 and
November 12, administered a pledge for
feminist voters that was enthusiastically
received: “I pledge not to vote for nor to
support with my money or my time any
candidate for any public office who does
not fully support and work for women'’s
equality and the right to safe, legal and
accessible abortion.”

Several rally speakers referred to the
“feminization of power” in our lifetimes.
This theme was featured in much of the
press coverage of the rally: in the New
York Times “celebrating recent political
victories and vowing to redouble their
efforts in battles to came”; USA Today
“Theme: Power at the Polls”; Baltimore
Sun “Tens of thousands of youthful voters
massed at the Lincoln Memorial here yes-
terday, cheering passionately as speaker
after speaker threatened Bush and other
politicians with defeat unless they come
out firmly for abortion rights”; and the

Washington Post " Abortion rights demon-
strators around the nation served notice
yesterday that they will take revenge at
the ballot box against candidates who
oppose freedom of choice in reproductive
decisions™.

Along with “freedom of choice” the
political (electoral) response was a major
theme of the placards, banners, and but-
tons throughout the crowd: “I'm Pro-
choice and I Vote”, “Play Politics With
My Body — You Lose”, and “Dear Politi-
cian — Listen loud and clear/It’s choice
we want/or your career — Love, the
Majority”.

This focus by rally speakers and partici-
pants on the question of electoral politics
points to one of the key problems that fac-
es the women's movement today. The fact
is that none of the politicians in the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties will be able
to meet the criteria set forth in the voters
pledge (“to fully support and work for
women’s equality and the right to safe,
legal and accessible abortion”) — not
even those whose electoral victories were
hailed on November 12. These two parties
cannot be made to serve a feminist agen-
da. Their first loyalty is to the profits of
the big corporations that rule America,
and that loyalty is, in the final analysis,
completely incompatible with equality for
women.

Women need an end to two

party system

Certain individual politicians can, on
certain key issues like abortion, be forced
to take a correct stand at times due to mass
public pressure. But if feminists want a
real political alternative which can actual-
ly help lead the fight for women’s rights
— and not simply react to the fight which
is being waged by the women's move-
ment — it will have to find a way to aid
the formation of a new political party, one
based on the labor movement and the
struggles of Blacks, Hispanics, and other
oppressed sections of the U.S. population.
At its convention last summer NOW dis-
cussed this issue and a resolution raising
the idea of a new party was adopted.
Unfortunately, little has been done so far
to actually put that perspective into prac-
tice.

Other speakers stressed the multi-
pronged nature of the struggle, promising
that it would be fought not only at the bal-
lot box, but also at the clinics and in the
streets. They spoke of the need for forging
or strengthening alliances with more Afri-
can-Americans, Asian-Americans, Lati-
nos, men, gays and lesbians; of the need
for education on the abortion issue; of the
need to maintain an international focus.
Robin Morgan, author of “Sisterhood is
Global”, reported that 340 million women
in 65 countries are affected by the U.S.
administration’s refusal to contribute to
International Planned Parenthood and oth-
er international family planning agencies.

A resounding ovation was given to Dr.
Etienne-Emile Baulieu from France, med-
ical researcher and developer of R.U. 486
( a pill that induces safe abortion in the
early weeks of pregnancy), who spoke of
the role of science in giving choices and
relieving suffering. He pledged the sup-
port of the biomedical community in the
current struggle. Although the pill’s avail-
ability is now severely restricted, easier
access to and proper use of this pill, he
said, “will defuse the abortion issue...[the]
societal impact will be lessened with earli-
er intervention and a narrower circle of
persons involved”.

Representative of womenin
organized labour movement

Representing thousands of women in the
organized labour movement, Joyce Miller,
President of the Coalition of Labor Union
Women (CLUW) explained that the ques-
tion of abortion is a health, civil rights, pri-
vacy, family and work issue — and that
there can be no decency, justice or equali-
ty for working women if women have no
reproductive rights. She expanded the
concept of choice to include the need for
choice in health care, family planning,
quality child care, parental and family
leave, livable and affordable housing, and
“schools that educate”. At the AFL-CIO
national union federation convention later
that week, she and other CLUW delegates
were going to be presenting a resolution to
put the AFL-CIO on record for freedom of
choice and reproductive rights.

Dr. Joseph Lowery of the Southem
Christian Leadership Conference, speak-
ing on behalf of Dorothy Height (National
Council of Negro Women), explained that
“[Black Americans] have tasted the bitter
fruit of the denial of our rights. We have
fought too hard, come too far, wept too
bitterly, bled too profusely, and died too
young...to allow turning back”.

Warren Hern, author and doctor from
Boulder, Colorado, who had helped to
successfully defend his abortion clinic
against a serious assault by “Operation
Rescue” (zealous anti-abortionists) called
illegal abortion “barbaric, like the bubonic
plague, slavery and public flogging” and
claimed that the pro-choice movement is
“on the side of history, truth, mercy, jus-
tice and freedom”, avowing, “We will pre-
vaill”

Finally, Rabbi Lynne Lansberg, in clos-
ing the rally, defended religious liberty,
reminding those assembled that over-
whelmingly, despite fundamentalist asser-
tions to the contrary, religious people,
“people of faith”, are pro-choice. Her elo-
quent speech, ending with, “As God is our
witness, pro-choice is pro-life!”, brought a
huge response from the crowd.

After five hours of speeches on every
aspect of the issue, one sign perhaps con-
veyed the message most clearly and most
simply: “No one knows better. No one
else should decide.” &
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EAST GERMANY

Knights of the round table

CCORDING to opinion polls

organized by West German

institutes and magazines, a

general election today in the
DDR would give a relative majority to the
New Forum, the most important of the
opposition groups, followed by the Ger-
man Democratic Liberal Party (LDPD —
“liberal” party in the Bloc which has
quickly emerged as the vanguard of
“reform” within the organizations of the
old regime). The SED would trail behind
with between 10 and 14% of the vote. The
new Social Democratic Party (SPD)
would be a little weaker still. The accura-
cy of such polls is doubtful, but it is obvi-
ous that the SED would be in a clear
minority position.

For all that the masses chant “Free elec-
tions now!", the oppositional groups have
declared that they are not ready, from a
programmatic and organizational point of
view, to immediately confront the SED's
apparatus in elections. This certainly com-
plicates the situation and allows the SED
new margins of manoeuvre and a chance
to regain the initiative. According to the
initial declarations of representatives of
the opposition currents, the round table
would have the task of elaborating a new
provisional constitution, or of provisional-
ly amending the current one (even Krenz
has spoken of this), above all removing
the paragraph fixing the “leading role” of
the “Party of the working class”.

Urgent need for legalization
of opposition

It must also formulate an electoral law
and establish the material conditions for
elections (possibilities for publication,
means of information and organization
eic.). Needless to say, the legalization of
the opposition groups is an urgent theme
— it would in any case be an unprecedent-
ed absurdity for the regime to sit down at
the same table as people representing
“illegal” organizations. Autumn 1990 is
the date most commonly given for the
holding of free elections.

However, the demonstrations and other
autonomous mass activities seem to have
lost some of their impetus. Of course,
things are far from over, and embryonic
independent trade unions have been
formed here and there, but there has been
no significant emergence so far of work-
ers’ self-organization in the enterprises. If
this does not change, the discussions of
those forces that are clearly on the left and
are struggling for socialist democracy —
organized primarily, it seems, in the Unit-
ed Left — who are opposed both to the

THREE weeks before the special congress of the East
German Communist Party (SED), which is to take place from
15 to 17 December, Egon Krenz, general secretary of the SED
and head of state of the GDR, has proposed a round table, at
which the organizations and groups of the opposition will be
able to participate, as well as the SED and the former parties
of the “National Bloc”. Krenz’s initiative has surprised
everybody. Itis true that a good number of opposition
personalities and groups have raised the demand for a round
table in order to negotiate with the regime the measure and
pace of political and economic reforms, and the transition
towards a democratic regime. But this demand had never
been foremost amongst those raised either by the opposition
groups or the masses, and nobody expected that the SED
leadership itself would launch a process which, according to a
slightly naive but common viewpoint, had led to the “loss of
power” by the Party/State in Poland and Hungary. The Krenz
initiative was also surprising on another level — the
organizations and opposition groups who have been named
as partners in this round table dialogue have not yeteven

been legalized.

MANUEL KELLNER

generalization of market mechanisms and
the adoption of a political system of the
bourgeois parliamentary type, will remain
very theoretical. It is impossible to trans-
fer power to councils which do not exist.
But it is necessary to propagandize for the
idea and to stimulate rank and file self-
organization which can go in this direc-
tion. The motivation for this is clear —
the force of the popular mobilization can
quickly exhaust itself and, if the masses
do not want to be manipulated once again
by political apparatuses claiming to repre-
sent them, they must form their own
organizations with representatives elected
by the rank and file and subject to recall at
any time.

Honecker signed order for
armed intervention

The SED leadership is beginning to
bow before the demand that the dignitar-
ies of the old regime be punished. Even
Honecker is going to be indicted, above
all for having signed an order for armed
intervention against the demonstrators in
Leipzig on October 9. But this manoeuvre

too is very transparent. The role of Krenz
in this affair is very dubious — contrary to
his claims, he does not seem to have
opposed Honecker’s orders. All the same,
it is going to be very difficult for the
majority of SED leaders today to pass
judgment on the grotesque abuses of pow-
er and privilege now coming to light,
without risking their own necks. Mean-
while, the economic pressure is becomin g
dramatic.

Speculation and unequal
exchange

The indebtedness of the state is much
deeper than the old regime had admitted.
Enormous sums of East German marks
are illegally bought, at a ratio going from
one to twenty, to buy subsidized products
at very low prices in the GDR and resell
them at a very much higher price in West
Germany. The government of the GDR
has taken measures against this, reinforc-
ing frontier controls and decreeing that it
will be necessary for citizens to show their
East German identity cards to buy the sub-
sidized products. But this is only one of
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the problems. The government expects
massive aid from both the state and pri-
vate capital in West Germany, but the lat-
ter will impose more and more difficult
conditions in return. In response to pres-
sure from West Germany, the GDR gov-
emnment has, like any third world country
subjected to similar pressures, refused to
vote for the United Nations resolution
condemning West Germany for having
allowed its firms to co-operate with the
racist South African regime and provid-
ing it, for example, with plans for the con-
struction of submarines...,

Well-supplied ghetto of the
bureaucrats

“It is good to be part of the dominant
class” — so goes a well known witticism
of Erich Honecker. It is true that the ghet-
to of the higher dignitaries of the workers’
and peasants’ state at Wandlitz (a quarter
of Berlin surrounded by a wall), called
“Bonzograd” by an ungrateful people,
was not only well furnished but also well
provided with champagne, caviar, foie
gras etc. But the good life of the bureau-
crats, unlike that of the capitalists, takes
place behind closed doors, and it is not
integrated into an ideology which renders
it legitimate in the eyes of the masses.
Thus, the questioning of the privileges,
the fear of losing them and of being fin-
gered has troubled the souls of a consider-
able number of members of the parasite
class. A whole series of suicides began
from the moment when Krenz exchanged
his villa (with twelve bedrooms, three
bathrooms and a sauna) for more modest
accommodation. They killed themselves
with revolvers, possession of such being
amongst their bureaucratic privileges.
Now this is over — the government has
quickly stepped in to confiscate the revol-
vers. There is no longer a problem of sui-
cides, for one of the problems of the
bureaucratic psychology is precisely a
lack of imagination and a sense of innova-
tion.

“We are a grouping of
left opposition

forces”

ANDRE SACHADAE is a
full-time worker in Leipzig for
the East German opposition
movement New Forum (see
IV 173). The views expressed
are largely his own, since
New Forum (NFm) has a
policy of collectively
discussing any statement.
Issued from the organization
as such. The interview was
carried out on November 21,
1989 by Rebecca Flemming.

O BEGIN, could you tell me

how the NFm was set up?

IN August about 50 people came

together, and for the first time
something concrete was produced — the
document “Departure 89". This was dis-
tributed widely to try and found an organ-
ization to give a voice to opposition to the
current regime and expose the many
problems in the GDR. The main aim and
basic concept of the group was to provide
the opposition with a voice and bring
people together.

M There are many different views
within the NFm, but you manage to
work together.

Yes, but only within certain boundar-
ies. We are trying, particularly after the
latest events and the opening of politics,
to create our own style and distinguish
ourselves from other groups. Especially
from certain tendencies which might hint
at a Republican [right-wing nationalist]
character and the groups supporting re-
unification, which is not positive. In the
last demonstration I sensed a certain
degree of nationalism which worries me
greatly because I have been involved in
studying and thinking about fascism. I
think the problem is that certain parts of
the population who go through the anti-
fascism course at school, link this with
the SED (Communist party) ideology
and when they reject the SED, they reject
this anti-fascism also. This is a great dan-
ger, although it has not clearly expressed
itself yet. It doesn’t mean that there are

fascist tendencies, but I see possible
beginnings.

B How is the NFm structured? Does
it have regular meetings?

Naturally, with an organization that is
only three months old, the structures are
still being developed. We are busy build-
ing the structures at the moment and
working on our political programme. We
are trying to do programmatic work and
react immediately to current events. But it
is quite hard work to inform the public
about what is going on because all the
copying and publishing has to be done on
a private basis. Of course, lots of different
people have home computers and can pro-
duce up to 200 copies each for NFm. The
copies are given to the information bureau
here. The structure is designed so that
basic groups exist, or are being founded in
all the cities, regions or boroughs. In addi-
tion to this, groups get together in the
workplace, linking in with the co-
ordination bureau of the NFm.

H Is the NFm a national organiza-
tion?

I can’t imagine any other way of build-
ing a structure. NFm Leipzig, however,
works quite independently. But it is, of
course, in contact with Berlin, we receive
materials and so on. We are basically try-
ing to develop our own programme, to
formulate the wishes of the people and
react to the current deplorable state of
affairs in Leipzig, and of course, nation-
wide.

M Do you have links with other oppo-
sition movements Iin Eastern
Europe, for example Czechoslova-
kia?

At the moment the situation in Czecho-
slovakia is very tense. We have private
contacts which have been built up over a
couple of years and can now be made pub-
lic.

B What are the main demands of the
NFm?

The main demands, which were formu-
lated three weeks ago are:

— The separation of the legal and politi-
cal systems.

— The re-introduction of referenda, as
guaranteed in the GDR constitution of
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— The immediate release and rehabili-
tation of all political prisoners.

— The official recognition of the
NFDm, including the provision of premis-
es adequate for an information centre.

— Support for the activities of the NFm,
or at least no restriction on them.

— Freedom of the press. That means an
undistorted and uncensored press with
presentation of the NFm demands in all
existing media. There have been some
examples in the local Leipzig paper, the
wrongly named Leipziger Volkszeitung
(Leipzig People’s Paper) of cleverly dis-
crediting the NFm with half truths and
highly selective reporting of one of our
press conferences and so on.

— Free elections. That means that we
want election laws which guarantee free
and secret elections . In these elections it
should be possible to vote for particular
individuals, parties or organizations. Also
recognition of the NFm as a candidate for
the elections.

These are some of the basic demands.

M In the West there has been much
talk of German re-unification. What
is the NFm’s position on this ques-
tion?

The present leadership of the NFm
thinks that the NFm should publicly
oppose re-unification, at least in the
immediate sense. The current leadership
is composed of the people who originally
founded NFm and elections will be held
soon, but I think that they reflect the views
of the base. We do not want to become the

EAST GERMANY

cheap labour mar-
ket of the FRG.

B Are there
many women
involved in the
NFm and is it
taking up any
feminist
demands?
Unfortunately the
group that s
drawing up the
programme is
composed of eight
men, which is
very bad. But the
women's group of
the NFm is devel-
?pingandpublish-
ing material with
' demands and so
on. The feminist
movement in the

GDR is very
¢ small, but very
important.

B It seems that
the opposition
Is strongest in
Leipzig. Why is
this?

Leipzig was the starting point for all the
demonstrations for organizational rea-
sons. In Leipzig there has been for
months, even years, regular Monday
meetings in a church. This was after the
Peace Prayer people tried to organize.
This has been suppressed for years. In
respect of the situation three months ago,
there was such a massive increase in dis-
content that demonstrations happened
spontaneously. The NFm developed par-
allel to this, in Berlin, Leipzig and other
districts. For a month the NFm have been
the spokespeople for the broad masses
and it must stay that way. But in my opin-
ion some of the broad masses are begin-
ning to go down a dangerous path —
towards re-unification — without realiz-
ing where it will ultimately lead them. In
this you cannot say that the NFm is sup-

ing the views of the broad masses.
But we affirm that we want to hold the
people responsible for the current deplor-
able state of affairs to account. Naturally,
we stand for a new democratic structure
and strive to build, as a whole society, a
new and better way of life. This is very
idealistic. And it is very idealistic to state
that neither the GDR nor the FRG can be
taken as a model for this in their current
situations. There should be a third possi-
bility, another way. It is worth working
for, this different model.

B What does the future hold for the
GDR? How do you think the situa-
tion will develop?

The leading role of the SED is no longer
controversial. It simply needs to be abol-

1shed Of course, there will i
and it should be clear that m?seéelgt:)rgf
have to wave goodbye to its leading role
and possibly lose it to a coalition of
groups currently in opposition which will
become parties for the elections,

B Will the NFm stand In these elec-
tions and on what programme?

Yes to the first question. Our pro-
gramme is still in its early stages. We are
working on it and a first draft will be
ready on Wednesday this week (Novem-
b'er'22). You will be able to get it in Leip-
zig in the usual way.

B And after the elections, what
direction do you think that a coali-
tion of opposition groups would
take the GDR in?

Until now a complex market economy
has been spoken about so it is not really
clear. Of course, there is the possibility of
investment by West German compa-
nies....But we shall have to see.

M And is the NFm in favour of a mar-
ket economy or not?

Not for a free market in the sense that
we can be bought up by the West. We
don't want to sell ourselves or be sold.
Because we massively value the minority
groups and the less well off. It must not
happen like in Hungary, where nobody is
talking about these groups.

M The big question in the West is
whether the GDR will move towards
capitalism or not. What do you think
about this?

This is also a big question for me. I am
very worried because there are points in
our existing socialism which we must
hold onto.

B Some groups that are fighting for
soclalism in Western Europe would
say that GDR socialism has not
been real socialism. What would you
say about that perspective?

I say this: capitalism has had 300 years
to develop while socialism is in the dock
after only 80 years, which is not fair. I
think it is very, very necessary and it is
bound to happen that socialism is going to
regain its reputation. At a moment what
currently calls itself socialism in the GDR
is under threat and a re-development is
taking place. It is difficult to build this
new, shining socialism in the GDR
because there are plainly massive eco-
nomic problems.

H And finally, what should socialists
in the West be doing in solidarity
with the movement in the GDR?

What we are trying to do is put the
socialist house in order, point it in the
right directions. In your countries you
should be doing this too and do all you can
to fight conservative euphoria.
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«There should be a conference of
workers’ delegates”

ber of the Group of Democratic
er last year helped organize a
inst the World Bank, at the

HERBERT Misslitzis a mem
Socialists, which in Septemb
demonstration in East Berlin aga

10

same time as the massive anti-IMF
Berlin. About 1000 people attended the demonstration.

demonstrations in West
Helisa

i lasterer and is on the group of spokgspgople for the
f{(Jlrl:it:c(:dpLeft’’ initiative. This interview with Misslitz appeared
in the November 23 issue of Sozialistische Zeitung, the paper
of the United Socialist Party (VSP) in which members of tht_e
Fourth International work. The interviewer was Angela Klein.

HAT do you think of

recent events? Did the

opening of the wall

come too early, as Bar-
bel B&hley said?

I must first of all point out that there are
differing opinions: that is essential for the
whole project. I will therefore sometimes
say “we” and sometimes “I".

On this question, however, we are all of
the same opinion. The wall was opened
too late, not too early. It is understandable
that thousands even millions, of citizens of
the GDR are taking the opportunity to
travel to the West. The way in which the
opening up took place has created a bit of
chaos, but that is no big problem. We are,
however, also of the opinion that not only
the opening up and the gaining of freedom
to travel, but also the way in which this
came about are an expression of the fact
that we get our rights from above, from a
leadership that uses them as safety valves.

This leadership, furthermore, is without
perspectives, as is clear to everyone. To
get ones rights from a leadership in these
conditions is quite different from perceiv-
ing theém as an expression of the popular
will. Rights such as the right to travel
could be sorted out by people for them-
selves.

B What does that mean? What is the
difference?

We are trying to develop some kind of
direct democracy in this country, which
involves forming people’s committees out
of representatives of the people, chosen by
those that live in this country. That would
be a real expression of popular sovereign-
ty.

With the opening of the borders, many
burning problems have been pushed into
background. It is for example not clear
how far the SED is going to stick to article
1 of the constitution which affirms the
leading role of the party, something that

would be called into question by elec-
tions.

B The central demand at the
moment is for free elections. In
West Germany we understand this
to mean, free elections to the House
of the People. Is this how free elec-
tions are understood in the GDR, or
is there an audience here for your
Idea of another type of popular rep-
resentation?

The situation at the moment is that
propaganda for alternative conceptions is
very patchy. Many ideas are disseminat-
ed by the Western media, and leftist con-
cepts do not get much of a chance as far
as the radio and television are concerned.
Things are understood here in categories
taken from the West. Thus, it is projects
for bourgeois parliamentarianism that are
favoured here. Also, until now the United
Left has not had the opportunity to put its
positions directly through its own press
so as to influence the discussion. We
have 1o rely on our own slender printing
resources. We are rying to put forward
our position through factory meetings
and panel discussions and so on. This is
not enough, and we are clear that we
want to change this situation. Discus-
sions are going on at various levels about
how to develop an independent left press
and also to develop some kind of paper
for the discussion of theory, in which all
the groups will be able to put forward
their positions in detail. Then of course
there are a lot of bureaucratic problems.

We are intending to involve ourselves
more in factory journals. The first
attempts are being made there. Evidently
we will take part in editing such journals.

At the moment whatever is most publi-
cized is most discussed. Aktuelle Kamera
[liberal East German TV programme]
and the Western media have the advan-
tage here.

B We are aware of two proposals
from the opposition: firstly that there
should be a referendum over the
planned new electoral law, and sec-
ondly that the May local elections,
whose results were falsified, should
be rerun. This would make it possi-
ble for the opposition groups to
strengthen their base and build
themselves up. Do you support the-
se proposals?

We certainly support the idea that there
should be a Round Table that would allow
all the groups, the parties in the govern-
mental bloc, the SED and also the mass
organizations to openly discuss different
electoral conceptions in the media. In this
way something that is urgently necessary
will take place, that is to give some life to
the concept of “free elections” and the spe-
cific differences will also find expression.

Our ideas about how free elections
should look are quite different to those of
the groups that support bourgeois parlia-
mentarianism and multi-partyism on the
West German model. We say that at the
same time as the Round Table there
should be a country-wide conference of
workers' delegates

We are preparing for this in the factories
along with other groups. It will take some
time to realize this perspective, since peo-
ple here are not used to taking personal
responsibility for political decisions,
although a wide process of politicization is
now taking place.

Such a delegate conference could also
consider the issue of forms of real partici-
pation and forms of factory self-
management, as well as the rights and
duties of independent factory councils.
The election of such workers’ councils
would be, so to speak, the second step.
The party and union organizations should
orient towards this kind of elaboration of
the demands of the workers.
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B What Is the situation In the facto-
ries?

There is a lot of discussion going on in
factories. The appeals of the opposition
groups are put up everywhere. The central
point discussed is the possibility for
increased consumption, partly also the
problem of the future of the factories. If
the productivity principle is consistently
implemented, this will put the continued
existence of many factories and combines
in question. Many factories and combines
do not function efficiently, and suffer
from severe weaknesses in innovation.

I talked to colleagues in the Leuna
works who spoke in the following way:
“We do not have any desire to go on work-
ing in this filth (the Leuna works is the
biggest polluter of our country), but we
also do not want to be without work.”
They call for experts, economists and
technocrats, who are now urgently need-
ed, to take a position on these problems.
The technocrats are being called on to rep-
resent the interests of the workers.

M The founding meeting of a nation-
wide United Left will take place at
the end of November. What are your
perspectives and what do you
expect from the left in other coun-
tries?

Our priority is to put forward the idea of
socialism as something that is relevant
today. Wide sections of the population
have turned away from this idea as a result
of the lies of the bureaucracy, who
claimed that we already had a developed
socialist society here. We need to work
out transitional demands for this.

This is the context in which we
approach the question of connections with
the international left. We can see that
Comoecon does not represent a workable
alternative model to integration in the
EEC and that there is a danger that the rich
West will buy the East. That means that
we have to work out solid political con-
cepts to combat the greed of the financial
sharks with the left in the East and also in
West Germany. We also consider it
important to work out, together with the
West German left, a defensible point of
view against the demand for reunification
that is being raised, above all by rightist
circles. Another question is, what possi-
bilities are open to the left in the West to
influence the forms of economic help. The
fact is that the GDR cannot overcome its
technological backwardness from its own
resources. Financial help and credits are
needed and perhaps even debt cancella-
tion. This needs to be done without condi-
tions and not, as has already been hinted at
many times, on the condition that finan-
cial circles in the West are allowed to use
the credits to interfere in the GDR. Here
perhaps, there are some bases for common
action. But common work with the left in
the East is just as important as with the
West. %
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NEW experience for the Hun-

garians; from now on they

will looking to parliament to

find out what the future holds.
Since the introduction of a multi-party
system and the self-transformation of the
ruling communist party, the Hungarian
Socialist Workers Party (HSWP), into the
Hungarian Socialist Party (HSP) [See IV
172] the seat of power has moved along
the Danube from the party building, the
“White House” to the Westminster-style
parliament.

The new HSP leadership around Imre
Foszgay has accelerated the transition
towards “parliamentary democracy” and
economic liberalization, often cutting the
ground from under the opposition’s feet.
Thus, at the congress of the Hungarian
Democratic Forum (MDF), the main
opposition organization, which has a
Christian democrat and a social democrat
wing, an alliance with the new HSP was
seriously considered “in order to bring
about a peaceful but determined transi-
tion to democracy.” The congress also
decided to put forward Lajos Fiir as its
candidate for the presidential elections. A
historian well-known to other historians,
Fiir is unknown to the wider public and
seems to be a “sacrificial” candidate to
allow Poszgay to be elected and open the
way to an agreement between the two
parties. Some such formula as Poszgay
president/MDF majority in the future
assembly seems to be the option most
discussed in Budapest today. But the
electors, who have been deprived of elec-
toral expression for decades, could spring
a surprise....

Pozsgay burdened by his
past in Communist Party

While Poszgay is doing well in the
polls, he has a weak point: his member-
ship of the HSP and his past in the
HSWP. The removal of every symbol,
not only of Stalinism but of the whole
Communist tradition (red stars and so
on), as well as the demand for entry into
the Socialist International have not until
now been enough to convince the Hun-
garians, who have been giving the MDF
majorities in by-elections. And far from
gathering in the 300,000 militants hoped
for during the congress. The HSP has
between 15,000 and 20,000 members
today, with the hope that the presidential
campaign will increase the figure. The
85% vote in favour of the transformation
into the HSP at the congress has not over-
come the hesitations of the militants
expected to join the new party and who
lack confidence in its prospects.

All the more so in that there is a trend
towards a revival of the old HSWP, one
around the ultra-conservatives led by
Kédir’s one-time secretary, Robert Rib-
anszki; the other around the conservative
Communists headed by Kéroly Grosz,
ex-general secretary of the HSWP. The

former by allying themselves with other
small. Stalinist groupings such as the
Marxist-Leninist Workers Party, the
United Workers Party and the Democrat-
ic People’s Party for Unity, can hope for
10,000 members. Grosz is looking for
100,000 members. Even so, the HSWP’s
old membership of 720,000 is a thing of
the past. The ex-members are hesitating
— above all the full-timers and function-
aries, who are waiting to see which way
the wind will blow.

The test of November 26, when the ref-
erendum imposed by the neo-liberal
Thatcher-style opposition, the Alliance
of Free Democrats, (SzDSz) and the Fed-
eration of Young Democrats (FIDESz),
will provide them with their first answer.
The referendum will put four questions
to the voters:

1. Do they want to elect the head of
state by universal suffrage before the leg-
islative elections or to have the president
elected by the new parliament?

2. Do they agree that the party should
leave the workplaces?

3. Should it list its goods and proper-
ties?

4. Should the workers’ militia (the par-
ty old guard) be disbanded?

Right whips up prevailing
anti-communism

Only the first has a real importance,
since the three others have already been
decided. But whipping up the prevailing
anti-communism is tactically profitable
for the radical right, who want to speed
up the changes in order to foil the PSH’s
plans and not wait for a response from
the workers to the government's first
economic measures.

The economic situation in Hungary is
Jjust as confused as the political situation.
The opening to foreign capital, encour-
aged at the highest levels of the govern-
ment, and the agreements with the
International Monetary Fund on the debt
will have consequences that may upset
all the plans. The first measures to be
taken are aimed at the workers and the
least privileged layers. The recent deci-
sion to limit the allocations of foreign
currency to $50 per person per year, in
the name of reducing the balance-of-
payments deficit, has been seen as pro-
foundly unfair since it only affects those
layers of the population that do not have
access to the black market in hard curren-
cy.

The massive introduction of foreign
capital into the Hungarian economy is
speeding up. For example, the British
press baron, Robert Maxwell, has taken a
40% stake in the Hungarian government
daily Magyar Hirlap, which is no longer
the government’s organ. His adversary
Rupert Murdoch has picked up the chal-
lenge and is showing an interest in the
weekly Reform, which is close to the
MUFE.

This foreign penetration is most sharply
felt in industry. Symposiums and meet-
ings are multiplying. Foreign investors
are being wooed and offered the choicest
morsels of the Hungarian economy. The
first concrete steps have set the workers’
teeth on edge. The promised benefits for
them in terms of wages have turned out
to be crumbs at best. The workers have
responded by creating workers’ councils,
which are raising the problem of the own-
ership of the enterprise.

Such workers’ councils have come into
being in a number of places in the past
weeks. The first councils were set up on
the initiative of the SzDSz, such as at the
Herend porcelain factory, where its pur-
pose was to sell the enterprise to foreign
capital. Then, the MDF, at the same time
as creating its own trade union, Hungari-
an Solidarity, set up councils in order to
outflank the official trade union (SZOT).
Now, faced with a deteriorating econom-
ic situation, it is the left of the PSH, orga-
nized around the “People’s Democracy”
platform, that is encouraging the setting
up of councils that are truly representa-
tive and independent of the managers.
They are linking up with local teams who
are refusing to see their enterprise priva-
tized, with the effect that this would have
on those employed there.

Workers’ councils congress
in December

This movement has only begun and
there is much confusion over what the
real role of the councils should be —
simple enterprise committees tied to man-
agement or real organs of workers’ self-
management. But a congress to coordi-
nate the workers’ councils has already
been called for the start of December to
which all the currents have been invited.
The aim is to set up an ongoing liaison
committee and a national federation of
workers’ councils that can force the
adoption of a law on ownership and “pre-
vent the sale of the country”. For the
moment, contacts with the official union
and regional and sectoral unions are diffi-
cult, although the metalworkers’ union is
supporting the setting up of councils in
its sector.

This beginning of independent working
class organization, linked to the emer-
gence of independent unions in some
enterprises may furn out to be the spanner
in the works of the political projects
underway. The HSP is in the firing line in
this debate: the split between partisans of
economic liberalization and of “self-
government” is going to widen. The
political realignments underway will also
be affected by this process. More than
ever, international solidarity with those
who go into struggle — such as the Pécs
miners this summer — will influence the
way things develop. %
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Interview with Left
Alternative leader

TAMAS KRAUSZ, a founder of Left Alternative, (Baldolali
Alternativa — LA), a group supporting self-management, and
of the People’s Democracy tendency in the Hungarian
Socialist Party (HSP), agreed to answer our questions on the
situation in Hungary and in the surrounding region. LA is at
the moment involved in the setting up of workers’ councils in
Hungary and is leading a fight for a self-management law. This
organization is calling for a break with the present
government, which it describes as an “IMF-SzDSz’
government”. For this reason it is calling for the mass
organizations to leave the tripartite (Party/opposition/mass
organizations) Round Table and for the creation of a
permanent left forum, based on the workers’ councils. The
interview took place in Budapest on November 3, 1989.

AN you explain the nature
and role of Left Alternative
and what its name signi-
fies?

To sum it up in a single phrase, it is all
about people who are interested in social
self-government, organizing from below
as expressed for example by the workers’
councils. We support these councils from
a legal, moral, political and intellectual
point of view. At the same time, LA is a
theoretical tendency, not a party. On the
contrary it is an anti-party organization.
Its members come from different political
parties or from none. What unites us is
our belief in the possibility of a spontane-
ous development of self-organization
from the base of society. We are prepar-
ing theoretically for that. We have no
intention of intervening in the affairs of
the various parties unless it is unavoida-
ble.

B What is your approach to the
present economic situation in Hun-
gary, in particular the problem of the
debt and relations with the IMF?

The old Kadarist system is exhausted. It
is not open to the left or working class ten-
dencies, something that is common to
governments of Stalinist origin, who mix
up democratization with free enterprise.
The result, as we see today, is complete
decomposition. The structures are disinte-
grating and foreign capital is taking their
place. The present government is a means
for the restoration of capitalism, under the
cover of a restoration of Christian Democ-
racy. There is a crusade against commu-

nism. The head of the government,
Kéroly Grosz, an old Stalinist and every-
body, including Poszgay, all the old Sta-
linists are proud now to be anti-
communist.

B You spoke of the restoration of
capitalism in Hungary. What is the
present situation? Have big firms,
or key sectors of the economy
been sold to foreign capital?

Foreign capital is picking out the enter-
prises that work best, leaving us with the
less efficient firms. At the same time, as
far as the debt trap is concemed, the
Hungarian economy is in the grip of the
IMF and the international banks. Cur-
rently the left is divided. It stands in the
dock.

B What was your attitude to the
HSWP congress in October? What
is your analysis of the transforma-
tion of the HSP and a continuing
HSWP with the old apparatus?

It is necessary to break with the old rul-
ing party. That means that we have to
break with the conservative Stalinist
forces; that is what happened at the con-
gress. Our aim is to free ourselves of the
free enterprisers as well. The anti-
Stalinist left does not want to join the
party. At the same time the right does not
want to join the new party, because the
“People’s Democracy™ platform, of whi-
ch I am one of the representatives, won a
majority at the congress over the Union
of Reformers. We had a very big influ-
ence at the congress. We only organized

ourselves five days before the congress,
while the reformist circles have already
been in existence for a year. The left of
the Union of Reformers is close to us. I
believe that in the near future the right
wing is going to leave the HSP, along
with the head of government [Poszgay].
The HSWP is a grouping of the old con-
servative Stalinist forces, although there
are also real communists within it who
are still backward looking. They find it
very hard to break with the old structures.
Furthermore, the new HSP has aban-
doned the old symbolism both under pres-
sure from below and for tactical reasons.
The red flag has been retained, but the red
star has been abandoned and replaced by
the red camation. I am not, personally, in
favour of this, but you have to understand
that the Kadarist system has completely
discredited these traditional communist
symbols in the eyes of the public.

M Can you give an analysis of the
different forces at work here? There
is what you call the left, the conser-
vative forces and the neo-liberals
who are for the restoration of capi-
talism.

In Hungary, these different forces do
not exist as political parties. The Socialist
Party also has an extreme right tendency
that is out and out bourgeois restoration-
ist. The restoration is to be carried
through by the IMF. On the other hand,
the Christian Democrats (MDF) have a
workers section that is close to us. But the
left wing retains the most conservative
traditions. At the same time all the parties
are anti-communist. That is how they
hope to get power. The SzDSz has 6,000
persons, including ex-Marxists. Of course
these renegade Marxists propagate the
neo-liberal theories with the enthusiasm
of the newly converted. There is also a
left-wing minority, socialist *“a la Mitter-
rand”.

The HSWP has a Stalinist wing, but
also a progressive left-wing which did not
join the HSP because of the right's
strength in that party.

The small October Party is very con-
fused, radical both in a leftist and rightist
sense. They are violently anti-communist,
but they also want workers’ councils.
Séndor Récs (ex-workers' council leader
in 1956 and now a candidate for the presi-
dency) is a nationalist of the extreme
right, and very Catholic. A lot of these
people from 1956 have become violently
anti-communist because of their impris-
onments and so on. Now they are having
difficulty in representing the interests of
the workers’ councils because the young
people do not understand them. The
youth do not understand the language of
hate. On October 23, in front of the parlia-
ment it has become clear. The youth do

1. $zDSz — Szabad Demokratik Szévetsége —Free
Democrat Association; supporters of “westem-style
democracy”.
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not understand the language of Christian
nationalism.

M In this political situation, what is
your attitude to the forthcoming
presidential elections?

My own personal opinion is that the
elections represent “parliamentary cretin-
ism”. A political and financial elite will
come to power. There will not be “parlia-
mentary democracy” in Hungary, but a
parliamentary dictatorship, because there
is no self-government structure on which
the parliament can base itself. The present
parliament has an HSWP majority. It has
voted for political parties to get out of the
enterprises. I am against this decision. It is
contrary even to bourgeois democracy. It
is a counter-revolutionary law. What do
you think I can expect from this govern-
ment when it has a majority? There will
be an anti-communist crusade and new
steps towards the restoration of bourgeois
democracy.

Unemployment will increase and there
will be resistance from the workers. This
will shuffle the pack for the IMF. All the
plans of the bourgeois liberals are going
to be upset.

B Does this mean that you are not
going to take a position on the
presidential elections? Who do you
consider the best candidate?

Imre Poszgay, the HSP candidate. The
others are worse, so that’s the choice
we're left with.

B You said that the creation of
forms of self-government in the
enterprises would change the polit-
ical situation. What is the situation
today with regard to the develop-
ment of such organs? | understand
that you envisage a congress of
workers’ councils taking place
soon.

We are going to organize soon a con-
ference that will bring together all the
workers’ councils organized by all the
political parties. Of course, the People’s
Democracy platform will have the great-
est weight in the organization of this pro-
ject. The idea is to regroup the most
progressive elements of the old party,
that is the anti-Stalinist nucleus in the
HSP, influenced by the LA. The forces
that come will support the broadest pos-
cible assembly of workers' councils.

B What is the reality of the workers’
councils today? Are they every-
where, or Is the process only in the
initial stages?

They exist here and there. But in my
opinion they are the last chance for a
socialist alternative today.

B A more general question. Hun-
gary belongs to the Warsaw Pact
and Comecon. Are you closely fol-
lowing what is happening in the oth-
er countries of the Eastern bloc?

Of course. I wrote a very long article in
the first number of Eszmelet (Conscious-
ness) about what is happening in the
USSR, the Gorbachev phenomenon and
so on....There is a great danger ti:at there
will be a civil war between nationalities
today in the Soviet Union and even inside
the Republics. Or perhaps the reestablish-
ment of control by a conservative dicta-
tor. The last chance for perestroika and
glasnost is for Gorbachev to unite with
the revolutionary forces in the apparatus
to support the strikes like that of the min-
ers against the conservatives.

In Poland, I do not see essential differ-
ences between the Communists and Soli-
darnosc since the latter is now also
frightened of workers’ self-government.
Little by little I expect to see collapse,
because the IMF is going to ruin the
whole of Eastern Europe. There is a pro-
cess of Latin-americanization in Eastern
Europe, which the GDR is now part of.
The old Stalinist regimes are wholly com-
promised. They have no more legitimacy.
They are pushing free enterprise more
and more in order to deprive the workers’
movement of room. For this reason we
are going to see the collapse of the old
CPs in all these countries and the birth of
a new left, both anti-free enterprise and
anti-Stalinist. All the CPs have lost their
old links with the working class. No other
party has such close links with the work-
ing class . The Stalinist dictatorships have
litde future in Eastern Europe. Only capi-
talist restoration, that is a military dictat-
orship with no social base can stop a turn
to the left.

B A more personal question to fin-
ish. What was the reception in Hun-
gary of your selection of writings by
Trotsky?

In distinction to another book about Sta-
lin there was not the invasion of political
books like now.

In this period of Christian national res-
toration, Marxist literature is being pro-
gressively marginalized. Those who are
Marxists liked the book. But it did not
provoke a debate. Some comments were
favourable. But the opposition (SzDSz,
FIDESz) hates Marxism, Communism
and Trotsky. I describe our modemn epoch
as “the new Stalinism under a white flag”,
a democratic Stalinism financed by inter-
national capitalism.
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West European Ostpolitik in

turmoil

IN THE WAKE of the opening of the Berlin wall, Frangois
Mitterrand, now serving his turn as chair of the European
Economic Community (EEC), declared: “We are coming out of
an established order, and we cannot define the new
equilibrium; in fact we are going to live for atime without
onhe.” The whole Western “upper crust” had been crowing
endlessly over the evolution in Hungary and Poland. Was this
not, from their point of view, proof that capitalism and the
market had won out once and for all over “communism”? But
all that had to happen to set all this charming company
worrying and wondering was for milllons of East Germans to
cross over freely to the West for a weekend and then go back.

CLAUDE GABRIEL

O JUDGE from the consternation

of Bush and Thatcher and the per-

turbed look of Mitterrand, you

would almost have thought that
these rakish Berliners, proud of their revo-
lution, had become more dangerous than
the Warsaw Pact armies.

Lech Walesa’s call for bankers was
answered by Jacques Delors, chair of the
European Commission, with the paterna-
listic observation that the Poles have first
to learn “‘economics,” that is, learn capital-
ism. The Hungarian government, which is
expecting financial aid from the EEC, got
an explanation from the French foreign
minister, Roland Dumas, that Budapest
had first to reach an agreement with the
IMF. He added that the Hungarian gov-
emnment had to get the support of the
opposition to apply a program of econom-
ic reforms that would be very hard on the
population. Isn’t this reminiscent of rela-
tions with the third world?

Loans will be made under
market conditions

The loans to Poland and Hungary envis-
aged by the European Investment Bank
will be made under market conditions,
and thus for the moment will not go very
far, in view of these countries’ indebted-
ness. The Brussels Commission has start-
ed to negotiate easier access to the EEC
market for agricultural products from the
East European countries. But lo and
behold, the Western European profession-
al associations concerned are making
discreet protests.! The West German
industrialists are showing an interest in
making investments, referring to the
attraction of low wages. The French, Ger-
man and Italian bosses are talking about

the need for stepping up sales to the East
European countries, but they are demand-
ing first that their respective governments
assure the solvency of potential custom-
ers through loans! Doesn’t this resemble
point for point the relations of the Twelve
with the African, Caribbean and Pacific
countries (ACP)? 2

Danger of new forms of
dependency

The official fine speeches about democ-
racy and a greater Europe are astonishing.
Are the Hungarian, Polish and East Ger-
man workers who have risen up against
the unequal forms of exchange between
their countries and the Soviet Union and
decried losses of “national sovereignty”
going to sit back and watch a new form of
dependency being established? * One can
hardly count on that now. In fact, we will
see the same reactions as we have in the
third world when the IMF imposes draco-
nian austerity policies.

The capitalists want guarantees. They
want profitability and profits and the right
to fire people. That is certainly not the
idea of the “market” that the Hungarian
workers have when they shout that they
do not want “communism” any more.

So, what is in question is not a widening
of the EEC or a future “social democrat-
ic” greater Europe. Over and above the
speechifying, it is the European capitalists
who shape the real policies. As far as they
are concemed, nothing more is involved
than new opportunities for investment in
accordance with the profits expected. The
limited solvency of the populations con-
cerned reduces the possibilities for a
buoyant consumption of intermediate

products. .

For the moment, the market envisaged
is essentially for producers’ goods, based
on loans, foreign aid and relocation of
plants or joint-ventures in order to exploit
comparative advantages and cut risks. As
in the third world, the bosses are going to
try to get their governments to insure them
against the risks of social and economic
instability. It is precisely because it is
flesh-and-blood capitalists who are call-
ing the tune, and not just the Brussels
institutions, that what is happening in East
Germany and elsewhere is destabilizing
the project of the Europe of the Twelve.

Behind the Single Act, behind the
“political will” that the heads of govern-
ment talk about so often, behind even the
overall economic imperatives, there is a
real social class — the bourgeoisie. The
big common-market project corresponds
to the general interests of capitalism in the
medium term — cutting costs, free circu-
lation of capital, deregulation and so on.

Patterns of behaviour of
ruling classes

The persistent pattern of behavior of
European ruling classes and the various
capitalist groups that make them up is
another factor that has to be studied. The
overall project does not mechanically rep-
resent a “European boss class,” nor a
European state. Even if the various EEC
governments are looking for greater polit-
ical integration, they can only pursue this
in accordance with what is happening con-
cretely at the core of capitalist industry.
But on this level, all the signs are that the
bosses’ choices in the various industries
and lines remain highly diversified, both
inside and outside of the EEC.

The threats hanging over the cohesion
of the EEC today do not come from some
“natural” slide of West Germany toward
central Europe. The German enterprises
have worldwide strategies, like all the
European multinationals. They have no

1. For the moment, the lifting of the quotas for some
non-sensitive goods, that is products that are not very
competitive with EEC industry, is projected for Poland
in 1994 and for Hungary in 1995.

2. Sixty-six countries in Africa, the Caribbean and the
Pacific (ACP) signed an economic and commercial
agreement with the EEC, the Lomé Convention, which
notably includes conventions on access to the Commu-
nity for the primary products exported by these coun-
tries, on the basis of exemption from tariffs.

3. Already today, the bulk of these countries’ exports
to the EEC consists of raw materials and semi-finished
goods, exchanged for imports of technology and pro-
ducers’ goods. The EEC exports 10,443 million Ecus
to the East European countries (excluding the USSR)
and imports 11,499 million Ecus from these countries
(1 ECU equals approximately 1 dollar).
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special ideology that would incline them
to look fondly to “Mitteleuropa.” On the
other hand, they are on the lookout for
new markets or new comparative advan-
tages. Thus, they can “take a plunge to the
East” *4, in order to get in ahead of their
competitors.

The Europe of the Twelve no doubt has
a “big market” project. But there is still no
single European imperialism. In order for
that to exist, there would have to be a
higher level of integration and economic
cohesion, real “European” multinationals
and a corresponding state apparatus. For
the moment, none of these things exists.

Companies count on national
governments

As the example of the setting up of the
Lomé Convention linking the EEC and
the ACP countries has shown, over and
above the general choices of the Twelve,
competition rages between the enterprises
over markets for producers’ goods. And
most of the companies count on their
“national” governments to give them a
hand. Thus, the shares of the market won
(in the ACP countries and tomorrow in
East Europe), and above all the evolution
of these shares, correspond to the relation-
ship of forces among the various Europe-
an economies.

So, there is nothing surprising in
today’s Europe about the German Kon-
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zernen  looking
like the favorites
to win this race
for markets.®
There is nothing
surprising  either
about Kohl want-
ing to symbolize
the strength of
German imperial-
ism by quickly
raising the ques-
tion, in his own
way, of German
reunification.

Competition is
going to rage, and
the already fragile
EEC edifice is
going to crack a
little more. How-
ever, predictions
of the end of the
Single Act
scheme would be
hasty speculation.
Immediate  and
long-term  inter-
ests cannot persis-
tently conflict.
More than East
Europe, the
world-market and
international
conditions for
realizing capital
will be decisive.
In the immediate future, it is clear that the
new stakes and the competition they gen-
erate can only aggravate the internal ten-
sions in the EEC. The whole argument
over economic and monetary union,
largely centered on the question of a
common currency and the sovereignty of
the member states, is going to heat up.

v

s .
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Enthusiasm for German
re-unification

However, the policy of the govern-
ments themselves is not proof from
upsets, once it is faced with new econom-
ic and strategic stakes. Are the military
blocs in question? It was amusing, to say
the least, to see Kohl and Mitterrand wax-
ing enthusiastic for German reunification
without saying a word about the Western
military deployment in West Germany.
How can they continue to justify the
immense military arsenal accumulated in
Germany and in Europe? How in France
can they justify maintaining the nuclear
“striking force™? How can they defend
maintaining NATO troops in West Ger-
many? Bush, Mitterrand, Kohl and the
others will have some difficulties in
explaining themselves on such questions.

They are already evoking the dangers
of civil war in Central Europe and the
possibility that Gorbachev may be over-
thrown. The essential problem, however,
is not there. For more than 40 years, the

Western governments have justified enor-
mous military spending by referring to the
dangers of German “revanchism” or a
Soviet attack. The capitalists have benefit-
ted from this manna from heaven in terms
of credits and markets. Thus, the national
budgets have financed immense profits
for the bosses, to say nothing of the practi-
cal by-products for scientific research,
which has been to an extent focused on
military needs.

The Berlin Wall, as a symbol of the
“war threat,” entirely suited Boeing, Sie-
mens-MBB, Thomson, Rolls Royce and
son, and all the firms that profited from
military spending. And now you have
thousands of East Germans starting to
pass freely through the Wall to have a
beer in West Berlin!

Moreover, this whole affair is now
caught up in the European debate, because
the European Community is far from
being a homogeneous entity from the
standpoint of military policies. The EEC,
NATO, the West European Union, the
group of the four countries responsible for
the status of Berlin — which authority is
the appropriate place for resolving these
contradictions? What is going to happen
to the “*European defense” project? How,
finally, can the military-industrial com-
plex be re-adapted?

Working people bring down
Berlin Wall

The future of Europe, fortunately, does
not depend only on the big Monopoly
game played by the bourgeoisie. The Ber-
lin Wall collapsed because the East Ger-
man working people brought it down.
More than ever, the only alternative is
internationalism, that is, organized and
concrete links among activists able to bind
together struggles independent of govern-
ments, crossing the borders of countries
and “blocs.”

Workers’ struggles, youth and cultural
movements, environmental movements
and struggles against all forms of oppres-
sion and militarism are more and more
issues on which it is possible and neces-
sary to cross frontiers in order to fight
together. That sort of Europe does not
resemble the one of Delors or Kohl. Nor
does it resemble the “common home” that
Gorbachev talks about. Above all, it is not
a Europe built on the “values” that Gorba-
chev claims now to share with President
Bush or Mrs. Thatcher. %

4. A slogan thrown out by Roger Fauroux, French min-
istry of industry, to the French bosses in October 1939.
5. The West German companies already are well ahead
of in the East European countries. Moreover, East Ger-
many, the biggest industrial power in East Europe after
the USSR, is already selling three times as much to
West Germany than to the 11 other members of the
EEC. The trading relations betweea East Genmany and
the EEC are already very close, and largely go through
exchanges with West Germany.
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Are negotiations on the way?

ON 16 November, F.W. De Klerk, the new South African
President, announced that certain racial segregation, notably
on the beaches and in hospitals (“petty” apartheid laws),
would “soon” be abolished. This decision has been welcomed
as a “great step forward” by the world press. However, the
past ten years have seen the abolition of numerous
discriminatory laws. But the basic laws of apartheid remain
unchanged, and the state of emergency is still in force. The
important laws governing residence (the amended Group
Areas Act), segregated schools, land ownership, registration
by “race” (the Population Registration Act) remain, as well as
the segregated elections for whites, Coloreds and Indians,
and the absence of any right to vote for Africans. The limited
“liberalization” measures that have taken place need to be put
in the context of discussions about a “negotiated settlement”

in South Africa.

PETER BLUMER

ACH day brings its share of sur-

prises in terms of overtures by

the regime or new possibilities

for the opposition to express
itself openly and massively.

In July 1989, in Lausanne, a seminar on
“post-apartheid” society brought together
South African officials, members of the
African National Congress (ANC), Soviet
and East German experts, and Afrikaner
economists 1.

On 1 October, in London, ANC leaders
met representatives of the Broederbond,
symbol for decades of Afrikaner power.?

How will change be
structured?

On 11 October, after three hours of dis-
cussion with Desmond Tutu, Alan Boesak
and Frank Chikane (leaders of the “moder-
ate” wing of the mass movement), De
Klerk declared, “We need to bridge that
gap created by mistrust... We are really no
longer arguing about the fact that all South
Africans must have a vote, that all South
Africans must become involved in all
decisions affecting their life. What we
must now start talking about is how we
structure that”.

Walter Sisulu (a historic leader of the
ANC) and seven other political prisoners,
sentenced to life imprisonment, were freed
on 15 October. On 29 October, tens of
thousands of black people rallied in Johan-
nesburg, at an occasion recognized by eve-
rybody as the first legal mass meeting of
the ANC and the South African Commu-

nist Party.

In themselves, these facts are sufficient
to show that a new political situation has
opened up in South Africa, and that the
concrete conditions in which the Black
movement is waging its struggle are
changing radically. How should this fast
evolution be interpreted?

ANC seeks to divide
partisans of regime

For several years, the ANC has had
contacts of differing kinds with the white
liberal establishment, reform-minded
Afrikaner sectors, or even government
representatives. In the midst of the mass
upsurge, this corresponded to a change in
the relationship of forces and the need for
the ANC to divide the partisans of the
regime and obtain concessions.? The gov-
ernment, for its part, always responded
belatedly to the pressures of the mass
movement. It introduced various ref-
orms, but continued to impose a severe
repression.

Meanwhile, the ANC gained a credibil-
ity that extended into the highest spheres
of the South African bourgeoisie. It
required the second state of emergency,
together with new and still more repres-
sive labour laws (the Labour Relations
Act), for the bosses and the regime to
regain a capacity for political initiative in
relation to the Black movement.

Today, the contacts and the “talks
about talks” are situated in another con-
text. They are not simply an extension of

earlier tactics. A qualitative leap has been
made, which has to be explained in order
to understand what will happen in the near
future.

For the moment, the agenda is confined
to “talks about talks” and the search for a
consensus on ‘“post-apartheid society”.
The contacts between the ANC and the
government are not yet at the stage of
open negotiations for concrete constitu-
tional change. This adds up then, more or
less, to a first round of exploration, where
the form of the contacts remains more
important than the content of the dialogue.

The problems to be resolved by the con-
stitutional road are so numerous and com-
plex that, whatever happens, a long period
of negotiation and transition would be nec-
essary to “peacefully” reform South Af-
rican society. And such *“democratic
transition” would, in any case, require
taming the workers’ movement so that
social demands be brought little by little
within bounds of the reformers’ schemas.

Talks at the top difficult to
control

Whatever the tempo of the “negotia-
tions” in the period ahead, the mass move-
ment is henceforth in a situation where it
will be very difficult for it to exercise con-
trol over the dialectic between rank-and-
file struggles and talks at the top. How will
the mobilizations be used to influence the
official discussions, and what will be the
effect of the latter on the mass movement
— these are the questions that are going to
be discussed in the organizations.

What lies behind these sudden develop-
ments? For the past seven years the coun-
try has seen the largest mobilizations in its
history. The 1980s have seen the develop-
ment of an unprecedented level of con-
sciousness, organization and activity.
Moreover, this fantastic radicalization has
combined with a long economic depres-
sion and has obviously aggravated it. The
ruling class has been profoundly divided
by this, and the imperialist governments
are themselves divided over what attitude
to adopt towards their South African ally.

The Black movement is more and more

1. A very open mesting of the same type will be held
at the end of November in Paris.

2. The Broederbond, which might be compared to a
kind of Afrikaner freemasonry, has been in crisis for
several years. It has become “reformist” and in June
1989 published proposals for 2 reform of the system.

3. The ANC thus played a supportive role in the medi-
ation launched by the Commonwealth in 1986, with
the delegation of plenipotentiaries which became
known as the “Eminent Persons Group”. It was the
South African government that was responsible for the
failure of this first initiative.
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organized around a majority that is social-
ly proletarian, in the trade unions but also
in the communities. The repression has hit
very hard, and a relentless attack has been
waged to cut down the organizational
capacities of the movement. But this has
never succeeded in pushing back the aver-
age level of consciousness of the Black
population. Finally, with the passing of
time, experience has led broader and
broader sections of the working class and
youth to pose the problem of socialism as
the sole means of breaking definitively the
mainsprings of racial segregation.

But is such an analysis sufficient to
explain the situation today? Are the over-
tures and concessions made by De Klerk
only the expression of a relationship of
forces unfavourable to the apartheid
regime, as the ANC maintain?

Four great periods of struggle can be
distinguished in the course of the last ten
years. The first ended in 1984, after the
great boycott of the elections for “Color-
eds” and “Indians”. The mass movement
was very strongly structured and highly
mobilized. The second period is that of the
school boycott, the great strike move-
ments, the boycott of white businesses,
etc.

Renewal of big mobilizations
against elections

Then followed the period of setbacks,
with the second state of emergency, the
fall in the number of strikes, the weaken-
ing of the United Democratic Front
(UDF). Finally, a new conjuncture has
opened, starting from August 1989, with a
renewal of the big mobilizations against
the elections to the “white”, “Colored”
and “Indian” chambers 4.

But it is insufficient to look only at the
recent mobilizations. The imperialists, to
begin with the Americans and the British,
and the South African government have
certainly noted on this occasion that the
Black movement still has enormous
reserves of combativity. But these two or
three months, in themselves, have not pro-
voked the dramatic turn of events in South
African political life and the great turning
point today. We have instead to hark back
to the period of setbacks in 1987-88.

At that time, the mass movement was
suddenly faced by the regime regaining a
capacity for initiative — the state of emer-
gency, selective repression, winning over
the employers through a program of de-
regulation and privatization etc. Thus,
despite the extent of the confrontations in
the preceding period, the state apparatus
had not suffered any lasting damage, and
no real weaknesses had emerged within
the army>. The regime was undermined,
but the Black movement, for its part, was
unable to solve the problem of the seizure
of power.

This dilemma was aggravated by the
fact that, throughout the years 1985-87,
the propaganda of the ANC had claimed

that it was becoming impossible to
administer apartheid, that a situation of
dual power existed, and that the final
stage had been reached in building a peo-
ple’s army.

The middle cadre, and above all the
young militants of the townships, were
convinced then that the end was near®.
For all that, the question of power was
not on the agenda. The armed struggle of
the ANC had been a particular form of
propagandism, which galvanized the
youth, but did not represent a convincing
strategic project.

It suddenly became necessary to pose
the question of the lines of retreat and of
defending the gains of the movement. It
was already too late to stabilize the
movement in the townships. Such ques-
tions as the links with the trade unions,
structures and instituting democratic pro-
cedures within the mass movement had
been neglected”. A turn towards a more
long term strategy had to be made.

Problems emerged then even in the
ranks of the ANC leadership in exile. The

debate became public, between those who
began to evoke the possibility of partial
victories against apartheid, and those who
developed above all the line of “armed
struggle”, advocating a perspective of a
revolutionary arming of the masses, and
insurrection.

It is significant that this intense debate,
occurring at the very heart of the ANC,
was not replicated in any form either in the
other political organizations or, above all,
in the trade union movement. While the
question of tactical retreat was raised in

4. See IV, 170, October 2,1989.

5. However problems have recently emerged within
the police force. The impact of the campaign against
military service should not be forgotten either,
although the essence of this initially was above all the
refusal to go and fight in Angola and Namibia. (see IV,
147, 19 September, 1988).

6. This judgment was not generally shared by the prin-
cipal trade union leaderships.

7. This question was at the centre of the report of the
COSATU secretariat to the federation‘s special con-
gress on 14 and 15 May 1988.

8. The public debate in the ANC's review, Sechaba,
was officially closed with the issue of August 1989.

9. The Kabwe conference.
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some trade unions, nonetheless when
the Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) met in conference
in May 1988, nothing explicit was
proposed on the strategy to follow.

The debate within the ANC has not
been one of abstract theories of “mili-
tarism” versus “realism”. For the first
time, some protagonists have explicit-
ly defended the objective of partial
reforms and compromise, starting {\
from an assessment of failure in the §3

years 1984-87. Taking account of the 3

weight of the ANC in the Black
movement, it would have been diffi-
cult to keep these questions from hav-
ing practical consequences. And the
problem of temporary tactical retreat,
to let the mass movement get a sec-
ond wind, did not relate to the ques-
tions being raised in the ranks of the
ANC., It was not on the same level,
and could not prepare people for the
reorientation underway.

So, the ANC was to demonstrate that it
has the decisive say in the political orien-
tation of the Black movement. Neither the
trade union left nor the other political cur-
rents have, for the moment, been capable
of taking initiatives in the debate opening
up or of offering as practical a perspective
as the ANC’s new orientations.

ANC puts accent on armed
struggle

In 1985, the national conference of the
ANC? put the accent on the armed strug-
gle. In 1988, its leadership made public a
draft of a constitution for a South Africa
without apartheid (see box). In August
1989, it got the Organization of African
Unity (OAU) to endorse a document lay-
ing down the conditions for negotiation.
This political turn took place at a time
when, on the ground, the mass movement
was experiencing profound difficulties .10

The Constittional Guidelines do not
offer activists a coherent project of an
alternative society. Whilst the text con-
tains all the elementary democratic guar-
antees (elimination of all references to
race, the right to organize, the right to
strike, etc.), fundamentally it constitutes a
clear turning point in relation to the socio-
economic content of the Freedom Charter
(the ANC’s programmatic document).

In the latter, the perspective of nationali-
zation of the essential means of produc-
tion left the door open to different
interpretations of the social foundations of
the new state. The South African econo-
my has had, until now, a very strong state
sector, whilst also being marked by pow-
erful private monopolies. A project for
nationalizing the enterprises, as conceived
by the Charter!!, thus objectively raised
the debate over a transformation of social
relations. Certain left interpretations of
the Charter have thus been able to devel-
0p, over an entire period, claiming that the
application of the Charter would require
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the overthrow of the capitalist system?2,
In the 1988 text, there is an explicit
scheme for a mixed economy, leaving no
room for ambiguity about some anticapi-
talist dynamic 13,

Impact of Kremlin’s new
realism

None of this can be explained without
reference to the new international situa-
tion. It is almost two years since Soviet
officials began to propagate the Krem-
lin’s new realism. The departure of
Cuban troops from Angola and the
Namibian independence process fit
directly into the framework of the settle-
ment of regional conflicts to which Gor-
bachev is so attached. After having had to
close its main bases in Angola, the ANC
has also been forced to reduce its pres-
ence in Zambia. These are the direct
effects of international negotiations.
Those who believe that the Namibian
affair was essentially brought to an end
by the Cuban military victory against the
South Africans at Cuito Carnavale in
Angola hardly think of this aspect of
things',

The nature of the USSR’s support for
the ANC has thus changed. Having been
the trump card in the ANC's diplomatic
and military policy for 20 years, Soviet
aid is now entirely directed towards the
project of a short term negotiated settle-
ment with the apartheid regime. And, if

"THE DOOR IS
i OPEN-
. YOu RON'T RAVE
: TO BREAK IT
DOowWN.!

— e Klerk.

De Klerk is accelerating his overtures, it is
because, at the international level, he
enjoys new conditions and guarantees.
The impasse of the entire liberation
movement from 1987, and the ANC's
search for a rapid but partial solution have
harmonized with Soviet pressure !5.

South African stock market
crash in October

To explain today’s “talks about talks”
solely by reference to a weakening of the
apartheid regime is then very one-sided.
Certainly, the economic situation is bad —
on 16 October, there was a stock market
crash of 10.6% — despite the satisfaction
displayed by business about the new polit-
ical situation. But industrial and financial
sanctions have not had the expected
impact. The South African economy has
used them to accelerate its restructuring,
and the country has obtained a reschedul-
ing of its foreign debt, for a total of eight
million dollars.

The system has obviously an urgent
need for reforming, in order to restore a
higher rate of profit. Apartheid, as a sys-
tem of social regulation, has definitively
ceased 1o serve the interests of capital.
And the regime’s interest in reform is
explained, in part, by these new needs.
Thus it is a combination of the social and
structural crises that has been impelling
the regime, since the beginning of the
1980s, to adjust apartheid, and then to put

10. The South African Communist Party has just pro-
duced a new program in which it introduces the possi-
bility of a negotiated transfer of power. Speaking of
possible “compromise” and a negotiated settlement, it
adds contradictorily that these must be the result of a
generalized crisis and a heightened revolutionary
upsurge, with a view 1o the seizure of power.

11. “The mineral wealth beneath the soil, the banks and
monopoly industry shall be transferred to the people as
@ whole. All other industry and trade shall be con-
trolled to assist the well-being of the people™.

12.See IV, 111,22 December, 1986.

13. Recently, one of the principal leaders of the metal-

woxkers' union and of COSATU, Alec Irwin, argued
for a socialist project of democtatic planning (Work in
Progress, number 61, Johannesburg). But the debate
with the Constitutional Guidelines of the ANC remains
very implicit.

14. See IV, 158, 6 March 1989,

15. “The ANC wants political negotiation, I must tell
you. There is no need to push them on that. But it takes
two to tango”. Soviet secretary of State Anatoly Adam-
ichin, Harare, March 1989, cited in Transformation
number 9, Durban.

16. See Work in Progress number 61, September 1989, 1 9
Johannesburg.
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itin question.

This deepgoing evolution has confront-
ed the workers’ movement with new prob-
lems. How to struggle against an
~ employing class delighted with new
labour laws more repressive than the pre-
vious ones which at the same time offers
Black workers shareholdings? How to
respond to a state apparatus that, at the
national level, has maintained until recent-
ly a very repressive policy but which, at a
local level, is opening negotiations little
by little with representatives of the peo-
ple’s associations'®? How to conceive a
long term strategy when, alongside the
continuation of dire poverty for the Black
majority, a layer of small entrepreneurs
and black yuppies is growing very rapid-
ly, who aspire to reach the level of con-
sumption of the white majority?

Well before the beginning of the great
debate on negotiations, the question of
partial gains was present in the minds of
the trade union leaderships. For if
the1984-87 movement did not open the
way for the seizure of power, it was then
necessary to devise a new strategy to safe-
guard the workers’ movement. But the
scenario envisaged at that time was not
one of reforms negotiated at the top.

Workers’ Charter not put
forward as socialist

At COSATU's July 1989 congress, the
debate on the “Workers’ Charter” illus-
trated this evolution. Before then the trade
union left had presented the Workers’
Charter as an overall socialist project. But
now it was put forward as a program of
democratic and social demands, certainly
basic, but not in itself constituting a
socialist project. It is easy to understand
the views of those workers' leaders who,
convinced that the question of power is
not on the agenda, believe it necessary to
fall back on a more modest project of
defending the working class. However, as
a result the Workers’ Charter becomes in
fact a supplement to the Constitutional
Guidelines, in the same sense as the
ANC's Charter on education or on wom-
en. It is no longer seen as providing the
working class with an overall program '”.

Today’s openings provide radically dif-
ferent conditions for the everyday strug-
gles. The demonstration authorized at the
Cape on 13 September, and the rally in
Johannesburg on the 29 October, symbol-
ize the new margins for manoeuvre the
mass movement has at its disposal. It is
essential to recognise this in order to
understand how the overwhelming major-
ity of the mass movement are going to
relate to the ANC's new policy'®. The
rank and file militants are going to per-
ceive the new situation as an opportunity
to bring down apartheid.

Already, important debates are going on
in the most advanced sectors:

— the ANC has presented its Constitu-
tional Guidelines as a project which the

whole mass movement must freely
debate. At its July 1989 congress COSA-
TU passed a resolution on the negotia-
tions process, saying that it was
necessary “to ensure in the event of nego-
tiations taking place that the masses of
our people are involved in shaping the
process so that no negotiations take place
without the democratic participation of
the people” and “that only a sovereign
body mandated by the people and
accountable to the people as a whole can
have the authority to develop a new con-
stitution and decide on the method of
implementation”.

‘What can be the basis for representing
the mass movement in a genuine process
of negotiation? How open will it be?
How is COSATU going to reconcile its
project of uniting with the other trade
union federation, the National Council of
Trade Unions (NACTU), with its adher-
ence to the Mass Democratic Movement
(MDM), in which the ANC is strongly
dominant?

Charter current faces choice
on unity

In principle, the big unity conference
“for a democratic future” must clarify
these questions. Either unity is preserved,
and all the workers’ and revolutionary
currents can participate as foreseen, or
there will be a return to the old sectarian-
ism, and the Chartist current will reduce
this meeting to a front between itself and
the bourgeois democratic currents %,

— Everybody agrees now on the
demand for a “non-racial” South Africa,
that is to say without any law making ref-
erence to racial or ethnic origin. The old
debate on the existence of separate
“nationalities” or of “nations” in South
Africa is now closed, at least for the time
being. But, what will a South Africa gen-
uinely free of all discrimination look
like? What definition to give to the term
“equality”? Formal equality before the
law? Equality of opportunity to claim a
place within a market economy ?

— The question of the land is inextrica-
bly linked to the question of the Bantu-
stans: How is this essential part of
apartheid to be dismantled? What do the
ANC’s Guidelines mean by an agrarian
reform conducted by the existing state?

— Numerous statements, notably from
the Chartist current, reaffirm that the
working class must be the central force of
change. But what kind of social and polit-
ical hegemony is it to exercise? How, for
example, in the current situation, can the
trade unions conserve and defend their
independence, as well as their unity and
democracy?

— The debate on the mixed economy
has been introduced by the ANC and the
Soviets, with the examples taken being
Nicaragua and the Soviet Union. Is it not
curious to treat as identical three radical-
ly different situations: that of a small

dependent country, at the beginning of the
transition to socialism, that of a highly
industrialized country after seventy years
of “socialism”, and finally that of a coun-
try like South Africa, for which the ANC’s
project is not one of arevolutionary state?

— Will the regime try to combine nego-
tiations with partial constitutional over-
tures? Should the local elections be
boycotted or not? Should the regime’s
constitutional gestures be totally opposed
or, on the contrary, should a line of gener-
alized boycott be upheld?

Problem of compromise over
government

— The principle of an interim govern-
ment proposed by the ANC raises the
problem of compromise at the highest lev-
els of state power. But nothing has yet
been specified about what the composition
of such a government should be. What
concrete content does the ANC want to
give to this plan? And what are the risks
for the mass movement?

In these debates, those who continue to
uphold a struggle for socialism as their
objective will face two interlinking prob-
lems. On the one hand, how to propose
concrete and unifying objectives for the
mass movement, in the present circum-
stances in which the ANC dominates and
the majority are hoping for a rapid end to
apartheid. On the other hand, how to con-
struct a strategic long term project capable
of attracting all forces, including those in
the Chartist current, that seek to take
advantage of the new conjuncture to pose
in new terms the question of anti-capitalist
slmggle.‘*

17. Moses Mayekiso, leader of the metalworkers’
union NUMSA, explains this change, but continues to
defend the necessity, in other respects, of a socialist
perspective. South African Labour Bulletin, number &
1989, Johannesburg.

18. The initial positions adopted by the Pan African
Congress (PAC) are, from this point of view, ridicu-
lous and dangerously ultra-leftist. A notable example
is when its principal leader, Zephania Mothopeng, crit-
icized the big mobilizations of the campaign of defi-
ance in October (see IV, 170, October 2, 1989),
claiming that they have been “only of value to the gov-
emment which gained great political capital from
them”. It is correct to say that the regime has devel-
oped its own strategy of cooptation and negotiation.
but it would be a grave error not to understand that the
new democratic mobilizations offer important oppor-
tunities for political activity, including, ultimately, for
those who do not adhere to the dominant Chartist posi-
tions. The latter currents run the strong risk of becom-
ing isolated if they do not comprehend the new tasks
of the united front and instead pine for the good old
days of clandestinity.

19, This conference, initially scheduled for October,
has now been put back to 9 December.

20. The ANC is fully conscious of this problem, as is
evident when it employs the term “positive action” to
designate the elaborate mechani ded to correct
the disadvantages suffered by black people, particular-
ly in the area of land ownership.
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ANC’s Constitutional

guidelines

WE publish below the
Constitutional Guidelines
drawn up in 1988 by the
leadership of the African
National Congress (ANC),
which have been put forward
to be debated by all the mass
organizations.

DOCUMENT

HE Freedom Charter remains
today unique as the only South
African document of its kind that
adheres firmly to democratic
principles as accepted throughout the
world. Amongst South Africans it has
become by far the most widely accepted
programme for a post-apartheid country.

The stage is now approaching where the
Freedom Charter must be converted from
a vision of the future into a constitutional
reality.

We in the African National Congress
submit to the people of South Africa, and
all those throughout the world who wish to
see an end to apartheid, our basic guide-
lines for the foundations of government in
a post-apartheid South Africa.

Extensive and democratic debate on
these guidelines will mobilize the widest
sections of our population to achieve
agreement on how to put an end to the tyr-
anny and oppression under which our peo-
ple live, thus enabling them to lead normal
decent lives as free citizens in a free coun-

The immediate aim is to create a just and
democratic society that will sweep away
the country’s old legacy of colonial con-
quest and white domination, and abolish
all laws imposing racial oppression and
discrimination. The removal of discrimi-
natory laws and eradication of the vestiges
of the illegitimate regime are, however,
not enough. The structures and institutions
of apartheid must be dismantled and be
replaced by democratic ones. Steps must
be taken to ensure that apartheid ideas and
practices are not permitted to appear in old
ornew forms.

In addition, the effects of centuries of
racial domination and inequality must be
overcome by constitutional visions for
collective action which guarantees a rapid
and irreversible redistribution of wealth
and opening of facilities to all. The consti-

tution must also be such as to promote the
habits of non-racial and non-sexist think-
ing, the practice of anti-racist behaviour
and the acquisition of genuinely shared
patriotic consciousness.

The constitution must give firm protec-
tion to the fundamental human rights of
all citizens. There shall be equal rights
for all individuals irrespective of race,
color, sex or creed. In addition, the con-
stitution must entrench equal cultural,
linguistic and religious rights for all.

Under the conditions of contemporary
South Africa, 87% of the land and 95%
of the instruments of production are in
the hands of the ruling class, which is
drawn solely from the white community.

It follows, therefore that constitutional
protection for group rights would perpet-
uate the status quo and would mean that
the mass of the people continue to be con-
stitutionally trapped in poverty and
remain as outsiders in the land of their
birth.

Finally, the efficacy of the constitution
will, to a large extent, be determined by
the degree to which it promotes condi-
tions for the active involvement of all
sectors of the population at all levels in
government and in the economic and cul-
tural life.

Bearing these fundamental objectives
in mind, we declare that the elimination
of apartheid and the creation of a truly
just and democratic South Africa
requires a constitution based on the fol-
lowing principles:

The State

(a) South Africa shall be an indepen-
dent, unitary, democratic and non-racial
state,

(b) Sovereignty shall belong to the peo-
ple as a whole and shall be exercised
through one central legislature, execu-
tive, judiciary and administration. Provi-
sion shall be made for delegation of the
powers of the central authority to subor-
dinate administrative units for purposes
of more efficient administration and
democratic participation.

(c) The institution of hereditary rulers
and chiefs shall be transformed to serve
the interests of the people as a whole in
conformity with the democratic princi-
ples embodied in the constitution.

(d) All organs of government, includ-
ing justice, security and armed forces,
shall be representative of the people as a
whole, democratic in their structure and

functioning in accordance with the princi-
ples of the constitution.

Franchise ) )

() In the exercise of their §overe1gnty,
the people shall have the right to vote
under a system of universal suffrage based
on the principle of one person, one vote.

(f) Every voter shall have the right to
stand for election and to be elected to all
representative bodies.

National identity

(g) It shall be state policy to promote the
growth of a single national identity and
loyalty binding on all South Afnca_ns. At
the same time, the state shall recognize the
linguistic and cultural diversity of the peo-
ple and provide facilities for free linguis-
tic and cultural development.

Bill of rights and affirmative action

(h) The constitution shall include a Bill
of Rights based on the Freedom Charter.
Such a Bill of Rights shall guarantee the
fundamental human rights of all citizens,
irrespective of race, color, sex or creed,
and shall provide appropriate mechanisms
for their protection and enforcement.

(i) The state and all social institutions
shall be under a constitutional duty to
eradicate race discrimination in all its
forms.

(i) The state and all social institutions
shall be under a constitutional duty to take
active steps to eradicate speedily the eco-
nomic and social inequalities produced by
racial discrimination.

(k) The advocacy or practice of racism,
fascism, nazism or the incitement of eth-
nic or regional exclusiveness or hatred
shall be outlawed.

(1) Subject to clause (i) and (k) above,
the democratic state shall guarantee the
basic rights and freedoms, such as free-
dom of association, though, worship and
the press. Furthermore, the state shall
have the duty to protect the right to work
and guarantee the right to education and
social security.

(m) All' parties which conform to the
provisions of (i) to (k) above shall have
the legal right to exist and to take part in
the political life of the country.

Economy

(n) The state shall ensure the entire
economy serves the interests and well-
being of the entire population.

(o) The state shall have the right to
determine the general context in which
economic life takes place and define and
limit the rights and obligations attaching
to the ownership and use of productive
capacity.

(p) The private sector of the economy
shall be obliged to cooperate with the state
in realizing the objectives of the Freedom
Charter in promoting social well-being.

(q) The economy shall be a mixed one,

with a public sector, a private sector, a co- 21

operative sector and a small scale family
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sector.

§9) (_Zo-operative forms of economic
en[;:rptpse, village industries and smal]
scale family activities shall be su ried
by the state. EiE

_(s) The state shall promote the acquisi-
tion of managerial, technical and scientific
skills among all sections of the Ppopulation,
especially the blacks.

® l'j‘roperty for personal use and con-
sumption shall be constitutionally protect-
ed.

Land

(u) The state shall devise and implement
a land reform programme that will include
and address the following issues: abolition
of all racial restrictions on ownership and
use of land, implementation of land
reform in conformity with the principle of
affirmative action, taking into account the
victims of forced removals.

Workers

(v) A Charter protecting workers’ trade
union rights, especially the right to strike
and collective bargaining, shall be incor-
porated into the constitution.

Women

(W) Women shall have equal rights in all
spheres of public and private life and the
state shall take affirmative action to elimi-
nate inequalities and discrimination
between the sexes.

The family
(x) The family, parenthood and chil-
drens’ rights shall be protected,

International

(y) South Africa shall be a non-aligned
state committed to the principles of the
Charter of the Organization of African
Unity and the Charter of the United
Nations and to achievement of national
liberation, world peace and disarmament.

*
TORWARKD
TO VORKING CLASS DEMOCRACY

UNITE, MOBILISE
“SOCIALI

THE Socialist Movement (originally the Socialist Conference-)ﬂ

was formed three years ago from the hard left in the British
Labour Party and the trade unions as a reaction against the
continued drift to the right and advance of what is known as
“new realism”. The Socialist Movement has adopted what it
calls a “twin-track” approach, working both inside and
outside the Labour Party. Its aim is to rebuild the left in both
wings of the organized labour movement. Here Alan Thornett
reports on an important and successful conference recently
organized by the Socialist Movement aimed at strengthening
the left in the unions.

ALAN THORNETT

HE Socialist Movement's two-day

trade union conference, held on

November 11 and 12 in Sheffield,

was attended by over 550 trade
unionists — the overwhelming majority of
them non-aligned militants. This highly
successful conference, organized around
the theme "“The way forward for the left in
the unions” represented a significant step
forward in the organization of a political
fight-back against the domination of right-
wing new realism in the British trade union
movement.

Comprehensive policy
statement adopted

The conference adopted a comprehen-
sive policy statement which pointed to the
contradictions in the present political con-
juncture in Britain, with the rise in the level
of class struggle on the one hand and the
continued dominance of new realism on
the other, It put it this way:

“On the one hand the five years of retreat
which followed the miners' strike has now
given way to a more confident mood
expressed in this summer’'s industrial
upsurge, with its series of remarkable
strike votes expressed in the strength of the
strikes that followed...But on the other
hand, recent struggles show that many of
the features that have been so destructive
in the past are still present. The London
Underground strike ended in classic fash-
ion with a deal agreed over the heads of the
rank-and-file by their leaders. The British

Rail strike could have won much more by
completely getting rid of the strings
attached, and in our view, the defeat of the

dockers was due, in major part, to the failure
of the TGWU (Transport and General
Workers’ Union) leaders to adopt a policy
of defiance of the Tory anti-union laws.”

Despite this contradiction — with the
leadership continuing to move to the right
(the clearest expression of which being the
adoption of the reactionary Policy Review
Document by the Labour Party conference
with the backing of the trade union leaders)
and the rank-and-file moving towards mili-
tant action — there has until now been no
initiative at the level of the rank-and-file of
the unions to challenge this development
and fill the vacuum of leadership created by
it

Movement in opposition to
new realism

This is why this conference was long
overdue and why the Socialist Movement
which grew out of opposition to “new real-
ism” was best placed to organize it, The
conference was sponsored by over 40
labour movement organizations — trade
unions, Labour Party branches, Trades
Councils and pelitical organizations,
including the Communist Party of Britain
(which controls the old Communist Party
daily the Morning Star), and its industrial
wing, the Liaison Committee for the
Defence of Trade Unions (LCDTU), Some
160 trade union branches and nine trades
councils sent 250 official delegates, The
rest attended as individuals or were spon-
sored by Labour Party branches, campaigns
or disputes.

It was the biggest unofficial rank-and-file
gathering of its kind in Britain for over ten
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years — showing that despite the damage
which has been done by ten years of
Thatcherism there is still a keen response to
this kind of initiative — and a desire to
organize against the right. Many of those
attending represented a new generation of
trade union militants brought forward by
the new mood of militancy at the level of
the rank-and-file as expressed in the indus-
trial militancy that has emerged over the
last year and a half. At the present time this
is expressed most clearly by the ambulance
workers’ dispute.

The opening plenary on Saturday was
chaired by Jeremy Corbyn (MP), and
included Tony Benn (MP), Micky Fenn
(victimized Tilbury docks’ steward), Anne
Speed (Irish TGWU), Anne Henderson
(NUR Broad Left—railworkers’ union),
Debbie Epstein (Labour Campaign for Les-
bian and Gay Rights and Socialist Teach-
ers’ Alliance), Kim Moody (Labor Notes,
USA), Rauion Corriz (General Motors,
Barcelona) and an ambulance worker
involved in the current industrial action.
The Sunday plenary included four other
current disputes — Pergamon, Essex
-Chronicle, Sheffield CPSA and Islington
NALGO (local government) striking child-
carers, and myself moving acceptance of
the policy statement on behalf of the confer-
ence organizing committee.

But it was not just its size and scope of
representation which made the conference
important — it was the democratic basis on
which it was organized. It represented a
sharp break from previous similar initia-
tives which were rigidly controlled and
which discussed short unamendable state-
ments made available on the day.

A break with undemocratic
traditions

Each of the previous initiatives in Britain
over the past 30 years was controlled in this
way. The oldest, the Communist Par'y
based LCDTU, formed in 1965, never
achieved any real independence from the
left trade union bureaucracy, and has now
declined in size. The Broad Left Organizing
Committee (BLOC) was always dominated
by the Militant Tendency and never gained
areal implantation. It has ceased to function
on a national level. The various “rank-and-
file” initiatives of the British Socialist
Workers® Party have long been abandoned
as the SWP adopted their “downturn” theo-
ry and pulled back from challenging the
bureaucracy in the unions.

This conference discussed a comprehen-
sive policy document which was circulated
in advance and open to amendment via dis-
cussion in the 36 workshops held during the
weekend.

The central themes of the conference
were: Build a fight-back against new real-
ism: defy the anti-union laws; support those
in struggle; and democratize the unions.
These were the key lines of divide which
the conference sought, with some success,
to draw in the trade union movement. The

line of divide between those in favour of a
class struggle line in the unions and those
who seek to collaborate with the employers
and the government.The policy statement
went on to address all the traditional “trade
union” issues; the employers’ offensive,
health and safety, new technology, the
changing nature of the workforce, privati-
zation, the defence of the NHS, the fight for
higher wages and the defence of working
conditions. The statement was particularly
clear on the anti-union laws — the key
issue facing the unions today in Britain and
one of the important lines of divide.

“Socialists have to establish ‘defiance,
not compliance’ as the policy of the move-
ment....because the trade unions will con-
tinue to be defeated whilst these laws are
obeyed. It cannot be credibly argued that a
trade union movement of nine million
members affiliated to the TUC (Trades
Union Congress) has no alternative but to
comply with the Tory laws. Every time
these laws are complied with, new ones are
brought in—new legislation is being intro-
duced in the coming years to challenge
unofficial strikes and abolish the closed
shop.”

And it is clear on the repeal of these laws
by a future Labour government: “We can-
not accept the continued criminalization of
trade union activity. We must campaign for
the complete repeal of all anti-union legis-
lation adopted by the Tories since 1980 and
for the restoration of trade union immuni-
ties.”

Self-organization of the
oppressed

But the statement went well beyond these
issues. For the first time in Britain a confer-
ence of this kind attempted to make the
issue of women in the unions, black work-
ers in the unions and lesbian and gay work-
ers in the unions central to its agenda. For
the first time at such a conference there was
an out lesbian speaker on the main platform
in the opening plenary. The policy state-
ment had sections on ecology and the
unions, the poll tax and the unions, and dis-
cussions on international issues such as
international links and the effects of 1992
and the single European market on the trade
unions in Britain.

John Palmer and Rauion Corriz intro-
duced the workshop on the single European
market which developed into a debate
between those supporting the policy state-
ment which saw 1992 as a re-organization
of capital on a European scale to the detri-
ment of the working class Europe-wide and
those who attempted to amend the state-
ment arguing that: ...the concentration and
socialization of capital symbolized by the
market represents a move forward in the
organization of production creating new
structures and links across national boun-
daries which can only be to the ultimate
benefit of workers sharing a common class
interest.”

This key sentence in the amendment was

defeated. There was a third strand to the
debate — support for national sovereignty
— but few supported it. There was also dis-
cussion about building international links
and resisting the effects of the big market
and the fight for a workers’ Europe, East
and West.

The workshop on Broad Lefts (left-wing
rank-and-file groupings in some unions)
adopted an amendment to the policy state-
ment which proposed a list of principles on
which such broad lefts should be built. This
debate went to the floor of conference.

Noone disagreed with the principles as
such, on the contrary, but the extent to
which they should be “preconditions” for
supporting broad left formations or on the
other hand be objectives to be fought for
inside the broad lefts themselves was con-
troversial. The conference steering commit-
tee supported the latter, seeing the former as
too restrictive and requiring broad lefts to
be near perfect before they could be sup-
ported by the Socialist Movement. This was
not cleared up in the debate, since the mov-
er stressed they were not preconditions and
the seconder stressed that they were.

It was pointed out that most of the broad
lefts which had sponsored the conference
fail to meet all the criteria concerned. The
amendment was carried against the plat-
form with the ambiguity unresolved.

Labour Briefing largest
organized force

Although the Communist Party of Britain
sponsored the conference and had a stall at
it, they had no serious political intervention
and proposed no amendments to the policy
statement —- which is far to the left of the
line they support in the unions.

Nor were the biggest organizations of the
far left there either. The Militant does not
support the Socialist Movement and was
completely absent and the SWP, which
does support the Socialist Movement, was
only there in small numbers — possibly
because they had a national conference.
The largest organized far left force was
Labour Briefing.

The conference took several important
practical initiatives designed to strengthen
the work of the Socialist Movement in the
unions. A new Socialist Movement Trade
Union Steering Committee was elected at
the conference from regional meetings of
delegates and from caucuses of members of
individual unions. This committee was
charged with carrying out the decisions of
the conference and organizing the trade
union work of the Socialist Movement, and
organizing solidarity with.those in struggle.

Various other practical decisions of the
conference will be implemented as well,
including caucuses of members of several
of the unions present, a conference on the
poll tax and the possibility of a conference
of the European left. The Socialist Move-
ment plans to publish the policy statement
almost immediately as a pamphlet for sale
in the trade unions.
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HONG KONG

Colonial authorities attack
pro-democracy activists

ON September 29, 1989, supporters of the
Chinese democracy movement ralliea out-
side the venue of the National Day recep-
tion of the New China News Agency in
Hong Kong. During the demonstration,
police blocked the demonstrators several
times from advancing. Four students dis-
playing pictures of the June 4 massacre
were arrested. The police also confronted
another group of demonstrators and arrest-
ed three of them, beating them openly,
even after they were handcuffed.

The police later went with warrants to 2
TV stations to take away related video
tapes. Subsequently, up to seven people
were arrested and charged under the Pub-
lic Order Ordinance for “illegal assembly”
along with other charges. The hearing
starts on December 4. If convicted they are
liable for heavy jail sentences.

The basic right of every Hong Kong citi-
zen to rally and demonstrate is under
threat. Furthermore, the police used open
violence to suppress a demonstration and
caused permanent injury to the left eye of
one of the arrested. The colonial regime
has also attacked freedom of the press and
effectively threatened citizens participat-
ing in future demonstrations. It is also
clear that political considerations have
interfered with “judicial impartiality”,
with the democratic rights of Hong Kong
citizens and the solidarity movement in
support of the Chinese democracy move-
ment, sacrificed for the political interests
of both the Hong Kong colonial regime
and the Chinese regime.

An urgent appeal has been launched
internationally to rally support for human
rights in Hong Kong and for the solidarity
movement in support of the Chinese
democracy movement. The following
appeal letter can be sent to the Hong Kong
governor, with a copy to October Review,
GPO Box 10144, Hong Kong;:

To: David Wilson

Hong Kong Governor

Governor’s House

Hong Kong

Honorable Sir David Wilson,

We are concerned to learn that a number
of Hong Kong citizens were severely beat-

en up, arrested and charged by the Hong
Kong police while taking part in a dem-
onstration outside the venue of the
National day reception of the New China
News Agency on September 29, 1989.

We are further appalled that this inci-
dent was cited by your political advisor
Mr. M. G. Ehrman as an example to show
that your government has no intention of
allowing Hong Kong to be used as “a
base for subversive activities against the
People’s Republic of China”.

We believe that every person has a
right to express his/her opinions albeit
political, by means of peaceful demon-
stration. The fact that your police force
blocked the demonstrators, beat them up
and charged them caused us great con-
cern for the present and future state of
human rights in Hong Kong. For the
above reasons we call on your govern-
ment:

1. To drop all the charges against the
seven members of the April Fifth Action
Group for their participation in the Sep-
tember 29 demonstration;

2. To give compensation for the inju-
ries inflicted by police brutality on April
Fifth Action Group members and take
action against the police officers respon-
sible for the brutal acts;

3. To repeal all clauses in the Public
Order Ordinance that contravene the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights. %

STOP PRESS
Soviet Union

A GROUP of leading Soviet
oppositionists, including Andrei
Sakharov, has called for a two-
hour general strike on December
11 to demand the suppression of
article 6 of the Soviet constitution,
which establishes the leading role
of the Communist Party in all
spheres of social life.

This demand is also being put for-
ward by the striking miners in
Siberia’s Vorkuta region.

ONCESSIONS have tumbled

forth: unpopular leaders have

been rtemoved, censorship

abolished, rights to organize
established, a coalition government , free
elections, an end to the Communist Par-
ty’s political monopoly; and last but not
least a recognition that the invasion of
August 1968 was a crime...It is almost
too good to be true.

Nonetheless it does not seem as if the
logic of change can easily be restrained.
The coalition government announced on
December 3, which contains only five
non-communist members and in which
party officials retain the defence and
interior ministries, is certain to be chal-
lenged by a resumption of the mass
movement and may not last long in its
present form. There are of course, groups
who have every reason to feel threatened
by the end of the old order. These include
the ousted ruling group and lower level
party officialdom, numbering some
300,000 people, who will be held respon-
sible for the last 21 years of stagnation,
and the estimated 250,000 persons
engaged in “work” relating to “security™.
But they have no social base and are fast
losing their grip even on the Communist
Party. The forthcoming party congress on
January 26 will seal the fate of many of
them, at the same time beginning the pro-
cess of rehabilitating the approximately
500,000 members who were thrown out
after the Prague Spring in a purge over-
seen by ousted leader Milos Jakes him-
self. It is hard to believe that this
congress can avoid receiving popular
Prague Spring leader Alexander Dubcek
back into the ranks.

Youth not prepared to accept
situation

The glasnost era in the Soviet Union,
the sudden opening of the Berlin Wall,
the regime’s stupefyingly brutal response
to the peaceful demonstration on Friday
November 24, and the determination of
the youth, especially students, to put up
with no more, all came together to crack
the hard but brittle surface of Czechoslo-
vak neo-Stalinism.

But what will replace the existing sys-
tem? The economy is at the forefront of
popular concern. Despite the relatively
high living standards and a manageable
foreign debt, the Czechoslovak economy
is in bad shape. Bureaucratic command
economies in general can only deal with
one problem at a time: thus the “normal-
izers” under Husak and Jakes did every-
thing they could to maintain a
satisfactory supply of consumer goods
and foodstuffs to the population but at the
cost of a lack of investment and appalling
ecological damage.

Prime Minister Ladislav Adamec
informed his country’s Federal Assembly
in June that Czechoslovak industry
lagged ten years behind the West, and it
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“THE REVOLUTION Is proceeding much qwéllh(er than we

expected” remarked leading Czechoslovak opposition activist
Jiri Dienstbier after the general strike of Monday 24 that
shattered the neo-Stalinist regime put in place after the
crushing of the Prague Spring in August 1968. The general
strike itself was a sign of how fast things have moved. The
workers — supposedly bought off by relatively good living
standards and an easy life — participated in their millions, and
visible among the vast crowds on Prague’s Wenceslas Square
that Monday were many factory and workplace banners.

COLIN MEADE

seems that Czechoslovakia, whose econo-
my is based around engineering and lacks
its own sources of raw materials, has
been paying off its foreign debt by
exports of raw malerials rather than engi-
neering goods. The country has also be-
come a victim of the debt crisis in a
special way. It has been selling much of
its sub-standard industrial produce to the
Third World on credit, and it is becoming
clear that the receiving countries cannot
pay. In an interview on Czechoslovak tel-
evision, Milos Zeman, an economist at a
Prague research institute claimed that
“our level of technological and scientific
development is today roughly comparable
to Algeria and Peru, and far behind Portu-
gal, which is considered one of the most
backward countries in Western Europe”.
Without change, he insisted, the country
could face “in the very near future” emp-
ty stores, inflation, strikes and demonstra-
tions.

Equally grave is the ecological crisis.
Emissions of pollutants, above all from
brown-coal burning power stations and
heavy industry have damaged 58% of
forests in the Czech Lands and 35% in
Slovakia. Between a third and a half of
the country’s rivers can no longer sup-
port life. In January 1989, in the worst-
hit North Bohemian region concentra-
tions of sulphur dioxide in the air rose to
more than 6 times the World Health
Organization’s limit of acceptability.
Officially, all children in the region are
to be sent to less polluted areas twice a
year. In February 1989 the Czecho-
slovak Health Ministry revealed that life
expectancy for both women and men
had fallen to its lowest level since 1960,
and was the fourth lowest in Europe
after Hungary, Poland and the Soviet
Union.

The dominant trend amongst the
emerging political forces in Czechoslo-
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vakia is for a market economy (with
social protection) and parliamentary
democracy. According to the programme
of Civic Forum, the opposition coalition
that played a central role in the recent
events and in negotiations with the
authorities, “We want to create a devel-
oped market, not deformed by bureau-
cratic interference. The condition for its
successful functioning is the ending of
the monopoly position of the existing big
enterprises and the creation of real com-
petition. This can arise only on the basis
of different types of property enjoying
equal rights and the gradual opening up
of our economy to the world.” They go
on to remark that, “Czechoslovakia must
be a land of social justice, in which peo-
ple receive help in old age, in sickness
and in difficult circumstances. An impor-
tant precondition for all this, however, is
a prosperous national economy.”

Komarek expresses
admiration for Reaganomics

The other major trend in the forthcom-
ing coalition government will be the
reform wing of the communist party
together with the Dubcekite “communist
party in exile” grouped in the association
Obroda (Renewal). Dubcek explicitly
stated his support for the Civic Forum
platform in his speech to the Prague
crowd on November 24. Valtr Komarek,
an economics departmental head at the
Czechoslovak Institute of Sciences, wide-
ly tipped for an important post in some
future coalition acceptable to the masses,
expressed his enthusiasm for Milton
Friedman and Reaganomics in a polemic
on economic policy in May this year.

On the other hand it is obvious that a
complete subjection to the laws of the
world market will make many of the
problems worse. For example, Czecho-
slovakia has been offered hard currency
by some West European countries if it
will store their toxic waste— hardly a
step towards resolving the ecological cri-
sis. More generally, full-scale marketiza-
tion will mean an end to the sense of
national unity and the democratic atmos-
phere — the key to the success of all
plans for renewal — forged by the recent
events, as whole sectors of society are
plunged into destitution while others
enrich themselves.

The “socialist alternative™ to capitalist
and bureaucratic tyrannies, however,
remains on the drawing board. The
impossibility of engaging in a genuine
dialogue " with those trapped by the
bureaucratic system, and the delusion,
fostered by carefully constructed bureau-
cratic lies, that socialism had been, or
was in the process of being constructed
from above, have been major factors in
inhibiting the development of such an
alternative. We should rejoice that the lie
has lost its credibility, but also recogmze
that the real work is ahead of us.
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For a democratic and
self-managed socialism

heses of the Left Alter-
native/Movement for a
Democratic and Seli-
managed Socialism.

talist system of production after the
second world war was accom-
plished in Czechoslovakia exclu-
sively under the banner of
Stalinism. The existing political
system, based on the principles of
parliamentary democracy, was ab-
olished without being replaced by
new democratic mechanisms. The
bourgeoisie was suppressed as a
class but the workers, far from
being freed from exploitation, were
economically enslaved more than
ever and deprived of liberties.

2) The political left was not spared by
this process. The social democracy was
forcibly swallowed, by the Communist
Party which now became completely
bureaucratized. It was transformed from a
party of the working class into the basis of
a commandist power structure dominating
the entire society. This power has system-
atically persecuted and liquidated all left-
wing activities in any way independent of
it.

3) Today the Communist Party has a
dual nature. The party apparatus is fused
with the organs of the state and forms the
mechanism of bureaucratic power. The
party members are its principal social
base. Membership of the party gives
access to privileges of varying order and
importance. For a long time now, the
Communist Party has ceased to be a politi-
cal force of the left. It is rather a conserva-
tive force, opposed to all fundamental
social change and accepting reforms only
when forced to do so.

4) The antidemocratic and antisocialist
system has fettered and regulated politi-
cal, economic life and every other aspect
of life. It has proved itself both inefficient
and incapable of permitting — let alone
stimulating — a development of the pro-
ductive forces and of society as a whole. It
has also proved itself incapable of creat-
ing the conditions for a full development
of individual freedom.

In addition to economic stagnation, it
has presided over the absence of civic and,
more generally, human liberties, profound
alienation in the world of work, and a
moral crisis of the society. The political
and economic system in question — and it
matters little whether it is characterized as
Stalinism, neo-Stalinism or *“actually exi-
sting socialism” — has not justified its
existence and the need now inevitably
arises to go beyond it. However, this sys-
tem suits the Party and state bureaucracy,

WE PUBLISH below the platform of Left
Alternative, a movement for democratic
and self-managed socialism which was
1) The transformation of the capi- jggued on November 26 in Prague. The best
known signatory of the document is Czech

human rights activist and revolutionary
Marxist Petr Uhl. The supporters of the
document are from a number of different
democratic socialist and anarchist
viewpoints within the democratic

movement.

DOCUMENT

which from the beginning has shaped it in
its own image and in correspondence with
its needs. It also suits other parasitic
social groups who have adapted them-
selves very well to the malfunctionings of
the system and draw considerable bene-
fits from it.

5) We are partisans of a socialist social
system.

6) We believe that socialism must be
based on consistent, and constitutionally

“Socialism must be
based on consistent
pluralism, including
non-socialist parties”

established, political pluralism; that is on
the existence of different political parties
(including non-socialist parties), social
associations, organizations and initia-
tives. From the viewpoint both of the his-
toric traditions and the current aspirations
of Czechoslovak society, we believe that
representative democracy will form the
basis of the future democratic system.
This representative democracy will be of
the parliamentary type, characterized at
the same time by economic self-
management. It is necessary however,
given the parliamentary system, to defend
against the domination over society of the
political parties — that is, of their leader-
ships. In a representative system, the dep-
uties and representatives make decisions
in the name of of the citizens and workers
who elect them through democratic elec-
tions, control them and can recall them at
any time. It is necessary to introduce grad-
ually, but in increasingly large measures,
elements of direct popular participation in
the management of public affairs into this
system. Obviously this requires free

speech, freedom of association
and freedom of assembly. In mod-
ern society, it is necessary to use
the possibilities of information
technology and other advanced
technologies. Given the non-
existence of the bourgeoisie and
the bureaucracy or other social
groups of a repressive character,
the political system could then
evolve from a classical parliamen-
tarism towards social self-
management. Democracy must
also defend the rights of minori-
ties, marginal groups and individ-
uals, so as to guarantee their full
self-development. It follows that
we also believe it necessary to
combat energetically every manifestation
of national, religious or other intolerance,
and all forms of racism and chauvinism.

7) For us, socialism can only be based
on the principles of justice and social
equality. This is why we oppose an eco-
nomic system in which the owners of cap-
ital or those who have the right to dispose
of it concentrate economic power in their
hands, and thus exclude the workers from
any say in decision-making on economic
activity and its results. Political power
grows out of economic power. Even in
those countries which enjoy a real inde-
pendent democracy in the sense that the
politico-economic system is accepted by
the majority of the population, power,
based on the ownership of capital and the
right to dispose of it, is exercized in a
highly manipulative fashion.

The rule of money, a one-sided orienta-
tion towards individual efficiency and the
privatization of society accompanied by
exploitation might appear to some more
attractive than the current state of affairs
in Czechoslovakia; we reject them as a
false alternative. Such a system could
raise the average standard of living but
only at the cost of creating big social ine-
qualities. This “new” consumer society
would be shaken by crises of the type
already well known in the West. At the
heart of the economic self-management
that we will propose as a model for the
medium and big enterprises lies the demo-
cratic elaboration of the plan and the
growing participation of the individual
workers in the making of decisions con-
cerning their work, its results and its con-
ditions. We believe that the development
of the market, that is the rehabilitation of
financial and market relations, is an eco-
nomic necessity. The market must be sub-
ject to controls, Powerful groups and
individuals (for example foreign groups
or monopolies) must not become econom-
ic subjects entering into competition on
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the market. This role must be played by
the actual enterprises, which, in tum, must
increasingly be managed by the workers.

In the same way, the central economic
decisions must pass progressively from
the hands of the centre to the sphere of
social self-management. We believe that
economic self-management limited to the
enterprise will be insufficient. As far as
the small enterprises are concerned — all
of them, not just those in the service sector
or small workshops — we would support
their existence in the form of coopera-
tives. We consider cooperatives to be a
higher, more democratic and more human
form of relations between human labour
power and the means of production. How-
ever, these must be genuine cooperatives
with internal democracy and a functioning
self-management, independent of the state
bureaucracy.

“The co-existence of
several economic
sectors will be
inevitable for a certain
period”

We would also support individual own-
ership of the means of production on the
condition that these enterprises — includ-
ing family businesses — be undertaken
with the results of the individual’s own
labour. The coexistence of several sectors
within the economy will be, in all prob-
ability, inevitable for a certain period. But
as socialists we believe that too large a
private sector does not correspond to the
real interests of society. That is why we
oppose the idea of encouraging not only
big but also medium and small scale pri-
vate enterprise. On the other hand, we
have nothing against those small entre-
preneurs who, by their work, contribute to
the satisfaction of citizens’ needs and
introduce more dynamism into the econo-
my. That said, society must not tolerate
the development of exploitative relations.

8) At first, the state will certainly play
an essential role in the establishment of
the political system sketched out above
and in the introduction of the new eco-
nomic system of financial and market
relations. The state must above all mini-
mize, if not prevent, the growth of social
inequalities and the resultant tensions. We
will endeavor to limit the involvement of
the state in the life of the society to a strict
minimum. The amount and intensity of its
interventions must decline to the extent
and measure that the people — as citizens
and workers — progress along the road to
sclf-management in a free and harmoni-
ous self-managed society. All that has
been said about the state goes equally for
the law. The perspective of the withering
away of ils importance must in no case
lead to its premature denial or underesti-

mation. The withering away of law must
not be confused with arbitrariness.

9) In the interests of the workers, the
existence of free, self-managed, militant
and non-bureaucratic trade unions is of
prime importance. Their existence is deci-
sive, notably at a time of economic
reforms. It should go without saying that
these trade union organizations must owe
no allegiance either to the economic appa-
ratus or to the state or that of the organs of
self-management. The trade union move-
ment must return to its natural vocation,
that is to say it must turn its activities
away from the bureaucratic apparatus and
towards the rank and file members. A
renewal from below of the trade union
movement has become a necessity today.
It is up to the workers themselves whether
they wish to utilize the existing trade
union structures and transform them into
an instrument of struggle for the defence
of their interests, or, on the contrary, they
choose to create new organizations.

10) The ecological situation demands a
speedy solution. We envisage such a solu-
tion as being based on social self-
regulation with effective “feed-back”, via
democratic mechanisms, on effective
state inspection and regulation, and final-
ly and above all on the availability of all
relevant information to the population.
This crisis —which also affects the health
care system, whose quality is declining
uninterruptedly and which discriminates
socially according to caste — underlies
the rapid and dangerous deterioration of
the health of the population. A genuine
solution to the ecological crisis is condi-
tional on a change in the political system,
through the creation of democracy.

11) The peoples of Eastern Europe have
arrived at a crossroads. The existing
social order is collapsing. This region of
the world finds itself visibly far behind
the developed countries of Western
Europe and North America. There is a
real danger that the countries of the East
will slide into a situation of political and
economic dependence in relation to the
developed capitalist countries, that they
will become their underdeveloped periph-
ery, their suppliers of cheap labour and
raw materials; that Eastern Europe will
become a region where the developed
countries can export their outdated and
ecologically harmful technologies as well
as dangerous waste.

The leaders of the various Eastern Euro-
pean countries, including those of Czech-
oslovakia, continue to strengthen
economic contacts with the West separ-
ately and without coordination, as if no
such danger existed.

The revolutionary changes, by which
the people of this region are shaking off
bureaucratic domination, must lead not
only to economic reforms which intro-
duce a market and self-managed econo-
my, but also to a closer economic and
political integration within this part of
Europe. This voluntary integration must

take place on the basis of democratic prin-
ciples, of mumal economic benefit and
under the form of a confederation. We
must also learn from the experience
acquired during the process of progressive
integration in Western Europe.

The evolution of Europe and the entire
world is towards a situation where state
frontiers will progressively lose their
importance.

12) The inequality of world develop-
ment, expressed in the ever growing.
chasm between the hyper-developed
minority of humanity on the one hand and
the suffering underdeveloped world on
the other, represents for us in all its
aspects — economic, political, moral and
ecological — the principal problem on our
planet. It is impossible to put up with such
a state of affairs. We must always see our
national problems in their world context,
since humanity and its rights are indivisi-
ble. We in Czechoslovakia will endeavor
to find means for effective solidarity with

“We will endeavour to
find means for effective
solidarity with the
people of the third
world”

the people of the third world, and we will
encourage changes in the world economic
and political order.

13) The Left Alternative wishes to con-
tribute to the emergence of a powerful
political and general social activity from
below, involving not only formal organi-
zations, parties and associations, but also
informal social groups, movements and
initiatives.

This activity will provide feedback, and
will be a means of control over the social
structures and power centres that will con-
tinue to be led from above. They will also
be a guarantee against renewed bureau-
cratization of social life.

14) We consider ourselves to be part of
a growing political spectrum in Czecho-
slovakia. We are ready to work with any-
body who is seriously working for a
democratic revolution, including the
recapture of democracy from the party-
state bureaucratic apparatus and the carry-
ing through of political and economic
improvements. Anybody who agrees with
the main ideas of this text, which are open
to further discussion, can take part in the
work of Left Alternative.

Involvement in LA does not exclude
involvement in other independent initia-
tives, social movements and organi-
zations, including official ones. Qur
movement is, however, closed (o those
who have been responsible for political
repression, social oppression and the eco-
nomic stagnation of our country. *
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Total support for the Salvadoran

NLY A FEW
months after his
becoming President,
the government of
Cristiani has been so weakened
that it is increasingly reliant for
its survival on its principal ally,
the imperialist government of
the United States.The Bush
administration, with the corrupt
military grouped around the
tandona (the name given to the
military class from which many
current leaders of the Salvado-
ran army emerged), now consti-
tute the sole planks of support
for this dying dictatorship. Without the
material support and the millions of dollars
which U.S. imperialism has supplied to the
Salvadoran government to massacre the
population, it is clear that the Salvadoran
people would already have taken their desti-
ny into their own hands.

The offensive, which has continued since
November 11, has refuted the absurd claims
of the Cristiani government and the High
Command of the Salvadoran armed forces
that the FMLN had been decisively weak-
ened on both the political and the military
level. On the contrary, if the FMLN could
sit on various occasions at the negotiations
table, to seek a political solution to the
country’s long and bloody war, this was due
to its force and solidity, as well as its ability
to build and project itself as the indisputable
representative of the Salvadoran people.

Cristiani defeated at
negotiating table

It was precisely at the negotiations table
that the FMLN dealt a first defeat to the
Cristiani government, in showing clearly
that the ARENA government had nothing
to propose other than the continuation of the
murder of thousands of Salvadorans and the
abandonment of the future of the country o
the interests of U.S. imperialism.

The FLMN has indicated that this is the
final offensive, unless Cristiani is ready to
open negoliations on the basis of proposals
which can genuinely end the situation of
crisis and war in the country. For their part,
Cristiani and the fandona have responded
with bombardment of the civilian popula-
tion, a veritable massacre which has led to
the deaths of more than 3,000 people. Rout-
ed on the political front, the Salvadoran
government seeks to overcome its isolation
with vile and desperate military actions.
Thus the assassination of the trade union
leaders of the National Federation of Salva-
doran Workers (FENESTRAS) and the

people

ON 11 NOVEMBER, the Salvadoran people and
their vanguard, the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front, began a nationwide offensive
which has severely tested the government of
the death squads headed by Alfredo Cristiani.
Beyond its strategic aspects, this confirms that
the FLMN remains profoundly revolutionary

and committed to the overthrow of the
domination of the oligarchy.
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repression exercised against the leaders of
the mass movement has been followed by
the massacre of the Jesuits at the José Sime-
on Canas University. With this brutal
action, the Cristiani government has
dropped its civilized mask, showing how
far it is prepared to go along with the death
squads which control the government and
the highest echelons of the army. For them
too itis the final struggle.

This situation has clearly been under-
stood by U.S. imperialism. The Bush gov-
ernment has decided to throw all its weight
against the Salvadoran people. According-
ly, despite the murders, it seeks to excuse
Cristiani and has approved an increase in
military aid to the government of the death
squads. On this terrain, the Salvadoran peo-
ple and their vanguard, the FMLN, have
scored a great victory in exposing the hypo-
critical imperialist claim to support the
growth of democracy in Eastern Europe,
whilst its hands are stained with the blood
of thousands of Salvadorans.

The interference and responsibility of the
Bush administration are massive. It is
known, for example, that U.S. combat
pilots have mounted nocturnal bombing
raids against El Salvador from the llapongo
base in Honduras. At the same time, five
U.S. battleships are now stationed off the
Salvadoran coast. Bush, faced with the
weakening of the Salvadoran military forc-
es, has given the green light to the Guate-
malan government to send to their aid the
notorious Caibiles elite force. It is possible
that the U.S. is tempted to regionalise the
conflict — this manoeuvre must be
denounced and fought. The FMLN’s troops
have shown their strength, not just through
the losses they have inflicted on a much
better armed and more numerous force, but
also through the disorder which has been
produced inside the Salvadoran army.

The situation in El Salvador implies
urgent tasks for the revolutionary and dem-
ocratic forces of the entire world, and par-

ticularly the United States. The
Salvadoran people and its van-
guard, the FMLN, are doing all in
their power to ensure victory.
They need more than ever mass
mobilizations against any U.S.
intervention to frustrate the possi-
bility of E1 Salvador attaining jus-
tice, democracy and mational
sovereignty. Only the mobiliza-
tion of the greatest possible inter-
national solidarity will guarantee
the right of the Salvadoran people
to freely determine their own
future.

The Fourth International
appeals for the redoubling of efforts to build
a broad and united mass movement to stay
the hand of imperialism, and make it aware
of the cost of any massive and direct inter-
vention on its part. At the same time, this
mass movement must demand the ending of
military aid to the Cristiani government,
and the immediate departure from El Salva-
dor of all U.S. advisers.

Basing ourselves on the Franco-Mexican
declaration of 1981, we demand that the the
FMLN is recognized by all governments as
a belligerent force, that is a force with a
legal personality, particularly so that its
captured fighters are treated according to
the Geneva Convention.

The future of Latin Americain
the balance

Our international organization appeals to
every worker and every democrat to soli-
darize with the Salvadoran revolution. The
future of all the exploited and oppressed
peoples of Latin America hangs in the bal-
ance in El Salvador now. Today the Salva-
doran people need food, medical and
financial aid but above all they need our
meobilization and our solidarity.

The struggle of the Salvadoran people
shows that the revolution remains more
than ever on the agenda.

It cannot be stifled by regional accords
between East and West, made above the
heads of the people concerned. The Salva-
doran revolution has shown the unshakable
will of the masses to take their destiny into
their own hands. Latin America’s Pulgarci-
to (Tom Thumb — nickname given to El
Salvador because of its size) has shown us
the way. :

For the Salvadoran people’s right to self-
determination!

Yanqui imperialism out of El Salvador!
For the recognition of the FMLN as a bel-
ligerent force!

Long live the Salvadoran revolution! %
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