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I{CARAGUA

The peopb's response
to Reagan's tfreats

The Nicaraguan revolution is increasinslv under
threat. It is under threat of direct imoerfiiist assres-
sion demonstrated by the increasingly precise ilate-
ments from US leaders and in the iait bt US aia to
couDterrevolutionary forces spreading terror through-
out t.Ire country. But the revolution is also in danEerof being strangled through the systematic ooUcv"ot
economic and financial blockades operated tiy idper_
ialism.

. Up until the month of November the financial lossesto..the N,iqmguan revolution in l9g4 alone G;-ibb
muron- dollars incurred by the imperialists' offensive
on the Nicaraguan revolution.

. According to som_e sources this sum represents ?0%ot export retums. Over the last four ye:ri these losses
represented more than one billion dollirs.
-_.In the face of this difficult economic situation. theNrcaraguan government while relenflesslv oursuins
rts effo.rts to mobilise the people for defenie.'is at thE
s?-me,tirrtg developing an audacious diplomatid stratecv
armed ar tqosjmng the noose of the imperialist bloc-k--
ade, around their necks.

At the same time within the country the Sandinista
C. GARMENDIA and P. RMRA

government has just adopted a series of economic
austerity messures withdrawing subsidies on certain
basic products.

. In effect, th_e government's policy of subsidies aimed
t-o guarantee better supplies to the mas6€s has been
divertrd. It had, on the contrary. strengthened soecul-ation. Also in agriculture, the subsidy if basic foods,aI great cost to -the state, resutted in ihe reaucti]on oi
119 1-?""t of lalld being used for growing corn anOoeans, becauae it became more economical to buvtlose products at the subsidised p.[;;h." i; fidil'.them oneself. 'Ihis in turn trougii rUo* u i"fiffi;;
speculation and the growth of a Shck ",r"L"i----*'l'he- restriction on subsidies of basic oroducts isgoing hand-in-hand with a ,i"" i" ;s-;;ri;:;;l;ro .attract worlers into the producti-ve sector'and t6palta+ _the level of consumption of the masses,despite in-flation.
. {9 publish below a report from oul corresoondentsrn Managua, which pinpoinLs the difficultiei of theecotromlc-$tlation and draws up the tasks oosed bvrtre need tor rnternational solidarity against i;perialisi
aggression.

MANAGUA - Seventy thousand
Managua militis members and delegations
from the border areas rallied here o; Feb-

ryary 26, the annivenary of the founding
of the Ssndinista People's Militias, to
respond to Eeagan's thrcats.

This year, 1985, "the year of unity
sgaiNt aggression and for peace,,' will be
a crucial year for the survival of the San-
dinista People's Bevolution and for the
struggles of the peoples of Centml Amer-
tca.

Everything is in question. The mer-
cenary forces linanced by the CIA and
the imperislist interventionist army are
taking up positions in a context in which
the sveuues of dialogue have been blocked
(i.e. the mediation of the Contadon
group, Msnzanillo, and the Hague inter-
national court). The machine has been
set in motion.

In Nicaragua today, more and more
weskened economically by sggression but
with the mass€s Bobitised, the fsce of the
revolutionary is being decided.

S€venty thousand Nicaragusns, the
defense force's oryanizations in the
bsttalions of the Mauagua Tenitorial
M.ilitias, mrrched the entiie day through
the city, armed and shouting slogans.
ArBed pessants from the border areas,
from Yali, Jal8p8, Somotillo, and so
mEny other villages thEt have become tlle
symbolE todsy of the peoples resist8nce
to imperislisE, massed in the Plszs de la
Bevolucion.

There were worken, peasants, women
(including both the very young and the
very old, mothers and companions of
comrades fallen in the fisht B,ho have
taken up the weapons of th;ir children or
their_ companions). Thete were young
people, young men and women, students
and workers. "A gun for every hand,"
the minister of defense, Comandante
Humberto Orteg8, said thst day. And he
added: "We will do everything possible
to see thal every citizen gets 8 gun,' to
defend every inch ofNicaraguan territory.

"The NEtional Leadenhip of the FSiN
has issued En appeal to all its activists and
sympathizers. to its political organizations,
mass organizations and social organ-
izstions. We appeal to the people of Nic-
aragua to confroqt the challenge of this
year. 1985, to support in a consistent
way the military and economic measures
that the govemment of the republic has
taken and will continue to take,', (From
the speech of CoEandaute Daniel Ortegs,
ptesident of Nicaragua, i[ the name bf
the National Leadership of the FSLN, oa
February 8, 1985.)

The mobilizstion of February 26 was
only.one milestone in the great campaign
that i6 to be waged in 1985. To meet the
challenge of this decisive year, exertion
and discipline are needed to organize a
fighting and producing homefroni to face
the possibility of impedalist intervention.

A massive campaign of mobilization is
being built up by the press, the TV, the
r8dio, in the factories, in the cooperatives,

in the neighbourhoods. Appeals are being
made for youth to sigh up for patriotii
Military Service (SMp). In recent days, it
was the tum of Managua and the sur-
rounding region. Thousands of vouth
lined up 8t the recruitEent offices. To-
morrow anothet round of recruiting will
open up throughout the country, diricted
at a younger age goup, coming sfter the
call up of the active reserve.

A.week ago in Masaya 8nd Managua,
practice operatioDs were started by the
Territorial Militia Battalions. These urits
mount a continuous defense of local areas
both in the cities and in the countrvside.
They are backed up by the Sandinista
People's Army and the youth of the
Pahiotic MilitEry Service, as well as ciyil-
defense groups of women, workers and
the very young.

Their op€rations included Dractice
defense against air attacks, againsl bomb.
lng. including the entire community,
They involved exercises in retuming fir;,
use of shelters, the handling of anti-air,
craft.guns. and first aid, as w;ll as fighting
in urban and rural conditions. The exper-
ience of the people's insurection of 1g7g,
with a[ its methods, is rcyiyins in the
face of a renewed aggression.

All the cadres of the FSLN and the
mass organizations have mobilized to
c8rry out the political and defense tasks.
In the Nstional Assembly elected on Nov-
ember 4, the political struggle is contin-
uing. I'he objective is to take steDs com_
mensumte with the gravity ofthe situatioD
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that the country is expe encing and to
force the bourgeois and opposition parties
to take a position, to come out against
the aggression.

No day goes by without its painful list
of victims of the imperialist war being
waged against Nicaragua. Ambushes,
massacles, kidnappings of peasants that
the contlss want to impress into their
ranks have become a daily drain ol blood.
The destruction of cooperatives, the spear'
head of peasant organization, of crops
and schools all tend to foster uneasiness

and fear. And, in particular, it represents
an enonnous economic and human cost
for the country.

The Somozista countelrevolution has

intensified the tactics it employed back in
1980 - limited operations bY small

Foups that lay ambushes for peasants or
politicat leaders, technicians, and educ-
atoE. Their objective is to create teEor
and, above all, to avoid having to con'
front the People's Army, which has bee[
dealing them healY losses.

This rcprcsents a change of tactics foll'
owing the failure of the contras' opera'
tions in 1983/84. The[ hit'and-run
operations are clearly directed against the
economy and production. The target of
the counterrevolutionaries in the fint
three months of 1985 was to do as much
harm as possible to the coffee harvest.

Dozens of ambushes were laid for vol'
unteer coffee pickers, students and urban
or agricultural workers. In Jinotega and
Matigalpa twenty privately owned coffee
olantations have already been totally des-

iroved bv the contras. About 40% of the
cofiee ciop will be lost because of the
dircct and indirect eflects of this war.

Reagan's "crusaders for freedom" have

already accumulated a long record of
atrocious crimes against humanity.

Up to last year, the strategy of the
Somozistas (fitting into the Aamework of
the overall politicat, diptomatic and mili-
tary strategy of the impe alists) was to
try to "liberate" a section of Nicaraguan
territory. They would then have set up a
"provisional government" on this territ-
ory, which would be immediately recog-
nised by the US's regional allies. This
would have been used to legitimize direct
int€rvention by the srmies of the neigh'
boring states first (which in fact have
been constantly looking for excuses for
conflict) and then of the US.

This strategy has totally failed. lt is

deEenerating today into tactics of terro!.
atacks upon production. with the more
or less open support of the CIA aud the
Reagar Administration, combined with
constant US-Honduran joint maneuve$
on the border, the mining of ports, spy
flights, and so on. But the US admin'
istiation is determined to get out of rhis
impasse.

In the recelt period, while more than
4,500 CIs were being mobilized in the
Pino Alto III maneuvels on the Nicaraguan
borders (simulating an invasion suppos'

4

edly in response to one by Nicaragua!),
while all the mercenary troops wele must-
efing on the Honduran and Costa Rican
frontieE, the US pushed aside all means
for a solution through dialogue.

Washington withdrew from the M8n-
ziuo bilateral talk uoder the pret€xt that
the Contadora group theady ptovided a

better fmme\,rork, and then it went on
arogantly to boycott that. Everything
was done to demonstrate to the US Con'
$ess that dialogue with Nicangua was

out of the question.
Comandant,e Humbefio Ortega declar'

ed that there was a threat of a total naval
blockade, aDd that every measurc would
be taken to prePare for such an eventual'
ity. Aftet thousands of volunteen had
mobilized to save the coffee harvest,
which had already been detayed by the
diversion of the students in November to
the defense of Managu4 if the coffee
crop wele blocked in the harborofcolinto,
it woutd hsve dramatic consequences for
the country's economyl

Behind the proposal to Congress for
the first time to openly appropriate 14

million dollaE for aid to the contras is a

sordid battle that Reagan has been waging
against certain opposition sections of the
Democratic Party in otder to open up the
way for intervening in Nicaragua

Uo until now. aid to the contms has
qone through the CIA'S "discreet" chan'
-nels- 

mercenaries' associations and other
"qood works." 8s well as armies such as

tlie lsraeli one. lf this appropriation werc
voted it would mean that the Reagan

Administration had succeeded in getting

unanimous support for an intervention on
the basis of a policy of declared war

nther thsn "covert war", as the policy
has been up till now.

However, it should be clear that an

impasse in the debate in Congless or
reiection of the proposed approp ation
would not mean ar end to the aggrcssion,

althoush it would represent a political
and 'tiDlomatic" setback that would
complicaie Reagan's calculations and red'
uce his margin for openly maneuvenng'
{The US withdrawal from the Inter'
national Court at the Hague and its dec'

laration that it did not recognise the
court's authority have not failed to cause

Droblems for the US.)
Approval of Reagan's proposed appro'

oriation would in fact be an open declar'
ition of war against Nicamgua and a clear

endonement for counteEevolutionary
and i[terventionist plans in Nicamgua and

Centlal America.
The revolutionary govemment has ,iust

issued an invitation to the US House of
Representatives and Se[at€ to set up a
ioint congressional committee to come
and see for themselv€s, "without any rest'
dctions." thst "our country's military
buildup is purely defensive and not off'
ensive."

President Daniel Ortega made this pro'
possl during the visit of a delegation from
it " US Conferenc. of Bishops to Nica-

ragua The archbishop of New York has

an-nounced that he is ready to s€rve aE

intcrmedisry in this nery move.

Once again the White House was caught
off guard by the boldness of the Sandink-
t€s' diplomatic maneuvers. Beagan's
spokespe$on, Larry Speaks, said that he
was delighted by this proposal At the
same time, Secretary of State, George
Schultz, hss attempted to discredit it,
resorting to anti-Commulist hysteria.

Latin bourgeoisies
shy away from Reagan

The poticy of the "big stick" which
has cost the lives of thousands of people
in the Southem-Cone counties looks to
these bourgeoisies as 8 less and less effect'
ive means for suppressing people's strug'
gles and insuEectionary ptocesses.

In these semi-industdalis€d countries
of Latin Amefca, the mass movement of
solidarity with Nicaragua and against
US int€Nention is reinforcing and rein-
vigoratilg the movement of t}le worLeE
at home fo! their economic demands.
The bourgeoisies, which perceive this
danger quite clearly, are being driven to
commit themsslves mote and more to the
Contadora operation in order to try and
block the thleat to themselves.

The Reagan govemment rcalizes what
is happening. It expressed its disapproval
to tli; Alfonsin govemment loudly and
clearly through its embassy in Buenos

Aires when 150 young people from the
Commu[ist Youth in Argentina formed a

bripade and wetrt to Nicaragua to pick
cof-fee. A ma$sive rally of 30,000 penons
gave them a send off from Buenos Aires.
it is clear how far the consequences of
this could go.

More than 8,000 civilians have been

kiued in the five yeals of imperislist
asfiesion asainst Nicaragua" Some

r1-o-000 peasants have been forced off
their lan<l' by the pressure of constant
attacks. 'loday, 4Vo of the national
budset in Nicaragua is to go to meet
mililarv expenses (as opposed la 25?o ln
1984t.- Tliese prcssurcs have obviously
made it necessary to mobilize sections of
productive workers and move them to the
war zotes in older to defend the revolu-
tion, with the result of dangerously upset-
ting production.

These problems arc compounded bY

the attacks on economic targek and

sabotage. Thes€ involve the desttuction
of cooperatives and productive units, as

well as crop6; the wrccking of the infra'
structure oi production; destruction of
schools and Sanaries; the mining ofportsi
and, most 6centtY, the bloching, bY US
pressure, of a shipment ol oil from Ecua-
dor, T'he latt€r *ill incteas€ the Ecarcity
of tran8port snd energy within the
countrv. Credib have also been trozen'

Since December 1984, when the cof'
fee harvert commenced, tw€nty prlvate
coflee plmtrtlone have been totally
destroyed by the contras. The object'
ive ol thl8 operation is to impede the
harvest but also to tenify the volunteet
picken and the coffee growen who
continue to producr.

"Of every hundred Pain of shoes

made in Nicaragua, forty are sotdiers'
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boots. Of every hundred pieces of
clothing produced, forty go for uniforms.
Of every hundrcd bars of soap, forty go
to the fighten. Of every hundred pounds
of maize harvested, forty go to the war
fronts." That is what Comandante
Ortega said on February L

The bulk of production, thus, has to
be diverted to the itghters, to the wotkers
who have beeD mobilized and so arc not
producing any more. And this is giving
dse to imbalances, shortages, speculation,
and inflstion. The effects are hitting the
worken in their buying power,

The goYemment is rlow going to stop
subsidies on eleven necessities, x'hich
amount to seven million dollars a year.
This money will be diverted to the direct-
ly productive s€ctot in order to inqease
the u,ages, which arc going to go up by
467o for urban worken and LQVo f.or
ag cultural worken.

These raises will go fust to productiye
urban workers and administrative workers
and later to be extended to a$icultural
workels. These increases, which less than
make up for the 3470 annual mte of real
inflation, will b€ resdiusted in ts,o or
three months to meet increases in prices.
The latter will also go up sharply as the
result of the eliminstio[ of stata sub-
sidies and higher prices for ploducers.

Ctisis and austerity in a situation in
which the country's economic life is
being disrupted and strangled by impedal-
ism in all areas have not kept the revolu-
tionary govemment from raising wages,
from putting the buying power of the
worken and the standard of liying of the
masses fi6t. the messures in question
werc discussed ald worked out in collab-
oration with the unions before they were
put before the National Assembly. This
procedure bean no relation to the IMF
imposing its dictates.

Measures are being introduced to
establish markets run by MICOIN [the
state distribuuon nefif,ork I in all the
work centers. They \f,ill be run by the
unions and will sell necessities at fixed
prices in order to assuE that the wage
increases remaill real and that the work-
ers will not have to acquLe what they
[eed on the speculative free narket.
Exchanges among enterpdses may length-
en tlle list of pdce-controlled products.
Such operations are to be caEied out by
the unions as well.

Consumption of necessities has cont-
inualty risen siuce 19?9, in fact it h8s
nearly doubled. Howevet, production
has not ingeased at a commensurate
rat€, in particular since 1983. And food
impofts have been growing, It is neces-
sary, therefore, to provide incentives for
productiou, and, above all, to draw into
prcduction tlle large numbers of working
people who have gone over into the
informal tertiary sector (for example,
street vendols), who have been specul
ating in state slbsidized products, an
activity that has been far more lucl8-
tive than productive work.

At the start, the increase in consump-
tion will b€ slowed. This is to make it
possible to give a oew impetus to produc-
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tion (bett€r prices for producers) and to
put into op€ratiorl new ways of orgsnizing
production, distribution and the monitor-
ing of these prccesses,

Meat consumption, for example, dmP.
ped by a fourth in one week in Managua
and Leon as a result of higher prices. But
you do not see the speculatoE and pedls$
lining up early in the morning anymore
8nd emptying the stores. It is odinsry
consumers who are comiDg to buy.

There will slso be changes in the ex-
change rate of the dollar. The official
rate of 28 cordobas to the dollat no long-
er corresponds to the reality. Differential
exchatrge rat€s will be instituted, depend-
ing on wheE the currency comes from
and what it is int€lded to go for.

"a new endeavour for
international solidarity

Horrever, the reyolutionary govem-
ment has made it clear that these are
temporary measures, which will be
reviewed in collaboratioD rtrith the unions.
They are not proposed as definitiye sotu-
tions to the structural problems of the
crisis-wracked dependent economic sys'
tem inherited ftom the Somoza regime.
The SEndinista People's Rrvolution does
not claim that it can change this situation
by raising wages.

The means by which Nicaragua has
been struggling since 1979 to tmnsform
this dependent capitalist economic sys-
tem are agrarian reform, total national.
ization of int€mal commerce 8nd trans.
port, socialization of health seryices and
free education, setting up coEmittees of
industdal workers and agricultural wsge

sorkets and organizing cooperstives.
The intemational economic crisis,

moreover, is costing Nicaragua dear, as a
dependent country historically specialized
in the export of agdcultural products, de-
void of any industdal in(tastructute, even
one relsted to its agfcultural economy in
the framevork of the Central Amedcan
Common Market proEot€d by the iEper'
ialists. And tlle cost of the cdsis is com-
pounded by the imperialist boycott of
Nicaragua's products on the world market.

The discussion on the 14 miuion dotlar
appropiation for the contrss in the US
Congtess, the positions of some sections
the Democratic Party, the positions of
the Socislist Intamational, of the Lstin
American bourgeoisies and even the
European bourgeoisles are the result of
the worklng people mobilizing sgainst
intervention.

The only way that we can help the
people of Nicaragua and the other peoples
of Ceutral Amedca effectively to halt
iBperialist ag$€ssion is through unit€d
mobilizstions. This is ako the only way
we can effectively support and defend
the consolidation and advance of the
revolution8ry regime in Nicaragua and
the extension of the rcvolution in Central
Americi.

This is wheIe our internatioDalist
tasks are concentnted tod8y, in the
unconditional defense of the revolution-
8ry process in Nicaragua within the con-
text of the anti-cspitalist and anti-impet-
islist struggle.

As Comandante Bayardo Arce has said,
"the new imperial ideology has to b€
countered with a nen, endeavor for
intemstional solida ty," I
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Fo.rh hrtemalirnal spports rnoblsalim
aSai'rst uS irperhhm

T!rc following is the ststement of support for the Apil 20 demonstrotion agoinsi
US militory interuention in Cential Almeni4 adoptuA by the Twetfth Worli Con-
gress of the Fourth International.

_ As the US govemment deepens its aggression against the q,orker8 aDd persants
of Nicaragua, El Sa.lvador and throughout Centlal America arld the Calibbean, a
march on l{ashington D,C. along rf,ith prote6t demonstiations in Sarl F aDci8co and
othe! citie8 has been called for Aorit 20, 1985, by a broad array of forces in the
United States-

The first demand of the!€ demonstEtions ie to rtop the US militar.y int€rvention
in Central America. Other demandr call fot a halt to US $rpport foithe apaltheid
regime in South Africa, to the mountiDg US $or budget and nuclear arms build up,
and to raci.sr a[d unemployment.

Sponsors of the call already include trade unionE such aa the International Assoc-
iation of Machinirts and the United Food and Commercial Workels; civil rightA
glgql]izations such as the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Opention
PUSH and the League of Urited Latin Amedcan Citizeni; the Rainbow C;atition;
the Committee in Solidarity with the People in El Salvador and other Central Amer.
icqh lolida ty and anti.\pat groupn; church ahd religious organilationr; and many
other-€ocial and politicd organizationr. A nationwide coalitiotr ha! been 8et up to
coordinate plaa! fot the demonetration, a6 well a! tocal coalitionr in many citiej
. Along with the aany iDdividuah 8nd olganizatiou that will particip;t4 in build-
ing this action, the Aptil 2O demonrtation offeB epecial opportunitiee to draw the
unions and, orgsnizatious of oppler.ed nationalities, womln and EotLing frrmeE
into the light againrt Washington'r aggrercion againrt the peopler of Centrat Amer-
ica and ihe Catibbean. The February 1985 World Congles'of the Fourth Inter
national hailr thir inltiative in the Unit€d Stater ard encourages anti.war force6,
Central Americsn rolidadty committeeq trade unionq workerr' organiration: and
youth otgaEiration! in other countties to dilculr holdlng rolidadtj actionr on or
around the Apri! 19 . 22 anti-par ectiyities in the United Statca
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The motion calling for a retum to
work without a settlement and for an
amnesty to be negotiated locally \ras
moved by the South Wales area of the
union and passed by 98 votes to 91
against. A Yorkshire motion, u,hich was
defeated by the same margin, said that
the strike should continue until the fut-
ure ol the live pits named for closure was
safeguaded and a general amnesty $ant-
ted to the 710 miners sacked. The union
executive was divided equally on what
recommendation to make to the con.
ference. They advised the delegates that
the status quo should be retained and
that the stike should continue. After the
conlerence reached its decision Arthur
Scargill thanked miners and minem' wives
'from the bottom of my heart'.

He listed the strike's achievements as
withdranal of the threat to ctose five pits;
the National Coal Board's failure to imp-
lement its 1984/85 closure programme
rnd the mobilisation of the NlrM. 'The
workeE in this struggle have demonstmted
to the working class that if they mske a
stand they can ptevent ettempts to
butcher their industry,' he said.

The continuing militancy of the
mineE was expressed two days later when
most retumed to work. Over 30,000
mine$ out of 180,000 did not retum,
mostly in protest against the refusal of
the govemment and the Natio[al Coal
Board to c.rnsider an amnesty. Ian
Maccregor, the NCB chairperson. con.
firmed this stance on Mrrch 10 when he
s8id that "people arc tro\y discovering the
price of insubordination and insurreition
- rnd boy are we going to rreke it stick."

In the Yorkshire area 507o ofthe work-
force stayed out, in Scotland 56% and
the Kent area remained on stdke for the
rest of the week.

The mineE who did return to work
made it a day of demonstration, marching
behind their union banoers shouting their
6

defiance of the employen and the govern-
ment.

The demand for the reiostatement of
those sacked was prominent throughout
the coallields. The overwhelming major-
ity of the victimised workers were con-
victed in the coults on minor offences
Iike scayenging for coal or obstruction on
picket Iines and then sacked by the Coal
Board. Scotlarrd and Kent are the areas
woEt affected. In Scotland NCB man-
agels have refused to contemplate any of
those victimised getting their iobs back.

Therc are also a large number of
miners who are in prison lor offences
related to the dispute (see accompany-
ing article).

A ba.llot of the NIIM membership to
be held later this montl will propose to
estabtish a levy of €95,000 per \i,eek to
help the families of the victimised stdkeE.
The ballot will be an important test of
the loyalty of the membership to the
Scaryill leade$hip.

There is already eyidence that loyalty
remairs iltact. Six days after the stdke
had been called off, Arthur Scargill
addressed an audience of 5,000 miners'
s,ives celebrsting Intemational Women's
Day in Chesterfield.

A MORI opinion poll taken after the
strike hEd fiDished showed that 68% of
the minen interviewed would support the
union in taking industrial action to
oppose pit closures on economic grounds
in their own areas.

The poll also showed 5?7o of miners in
favour of continuing the ban on overtime,
despite the fact that the miners would
not rcceive a pay rise until the ban was
called off. The significance of the ban is
that it keeps coal stocks at the lowest
possible level in prepamtion for further
industdal action. (see chronology)
Despite this continued spirit of mil-
itancy there is no doubt that the mineE
union has suffercd a major defeat. Fight-

ing against pit closure arca by area has
been shown to be ineffective unless back-
up by the threat of nstional action. Civen
the sac fices that have aheady been made
in the dispute the likelihood of the
national union being able to mobilise
even a majority of its meEbets for nat-
ional strike action in the nesr futurc is
remote. The union's casualties are heavy
including t$,o mineE killed on the picket
line, over 100 in prison, 710 miners sack-
ed (many of them lesding rank and file
militalts), nearly 10,000 anested with
thousands still awaiting trial.

The NUM itself is weakened. Speaking
at a Ially in Rugely, Staffordshire, on
March 10, Arthur Sc8rgill explained that
even if all the S8% million seized ftom
the union by court ordeE werc retumed
it would realise nothing since the money
was originally borrowed. British trsde
unions have launched a fund to rccon-
struct the NUMs finances. In addition,
a whole number of legsl sctions from the
bosses and from scab mineE continue to
threaten the union.

The National Working Miners Com-
mittee, which has funded I whole number
of legal actions in the past year against
the unior, has stated its intention to stay
in existence after the strike.

This scabs committee has links not
only with the govemment but with Ttat-
cher herself. When fonned, the commit-
tee's meetings werc attended by David
H8rt, a former Thatcher press aide, who
provided both funds and adyice for the
committee and acted as a link penon
between Tory leade$ and the committee.

The scabs have now declared their
intention to launch a campaign fot
constitutional change in the union, again
with the back-up of the cspitalist coufts.
The number one target in this campaign
will be the Scargill leadership of the
union.

The union also faces a split by almost
one-Iifth of its membership. The Nott-
inghamshire area of the union has dist-
anced itself froB the union by changing
its local comtitution so as not to be
bound by the natio[a.l union's rule 61,
which deals vith disciplinary lllattels.
The area further broke with tlle uniou by
recently calling off the oyertime ban on
the gounds of'hardship'. T\ro much
smaller areas, Leicester and South Derby-
shire are taking a simila! course.

Some of the working mine$' leadeE
have openly talked Ebout creating a
split-off organisation similar to the so.
called 'Spencer union' which split the
mineE' union after their defeat in the
general strike of 1926.

Howevel, the lational union leader-
ship l'ill aim to exploit the unease which
is felt by many Nottinghamshire mineE
with the maripulation of their locsl
union by the shadowy figures behind the
$,orking mine6 committees, As matters
stand at the moment, however, Notting-
hamshire u,ill be expelled from the union
if they peEist in flouting the constitution
8nd decisions of the [ational union.

All these factols r€pIesent a serious
weakening of tlle NUM and inhibit the
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The strike that changed
the face

of British politics

Meeting in London on Sunday March 3, a special delegate conference of
the National Union of Mineworkers decided to end the longest and blood-
iest strike in British labour movement history.

Miners' president, Arthur Scargill, said afterwards: 'The strike is over
but the dispute over pit closures and jobs goes on.' The defeat of the
strike came as a direct result of the treachery of the leadership of the
Iabour Party and the Ttades Union Congress (TUC). Only if the lessons
of tltat defeat are learnt will British workers prevent further blows being
struck at the miners and the full weisht of the sovemment offensive
being extended to the rest of the workin! class. Hun?reds of thousands of
men, women and vouth particiDated in the miners struesle. It is this
current which will be at th-e centie of the future fightback. 

*

Steve ROBERTS



possibilities of futurc struggle. The
defeat of the union means that Thataher
can use the sentiment expressed by many
trade unionists after the strike. "If the
miners can't take on the govemment and
win, then who can?"

This reticence will be reinforced by
the fact that, even during the mineB'
stike, seious defeats took place, such as
the collalEe of the Austin-Eover strike
after the unions concemed were taken to
court under the new anti-tnde union
laws.

However, what must be added to any
assessment of tlle outcome of the Etrike is
the extent to which the goveEDent itself
has been damrged and intemrlly weat-
ened as a result of the sbite.

The oflicid line of the CoDs€ryatives
has been to refuse to gort oyer the cdl-
ing off of the strike. The reGon for this
is nothing to do yith concem for miDers
feelings, but becaus€ ol the c.onsidenble
unease felt about tlle govemment's hend-
Iing of the dispute-

In an opinion poll taten just before
the end of the strike, 60% of those
questioned felt that ThEtcher had hsnd-
led the fin8l stages of the strike badly-
Oriy B4% of those questioned felt that
she was doing a good iob as prime mini-
ster, the lowest rating since befote the
Malvinas war.

Otier opinion polls put the Tories
only nsrrowly in front of the Labour
Party, with the major psrt of the Tories'
loss of populadty going to the Social
Democratic/Libenl Allisnce.

Ttese shift"s in political opinion ate
only the fiEt implicstions of the tremen-
dous changes brought about in Bdtish
society by the mineE' strike.

Helfvay through the strike, Thatcher
called the mine6' union 'the enemy with-
in', comparing Scargill to General Galtien
of Argentina. Fin8nc€ minister Nigel
Iawson said that tlle cost of the strike
would be a justfieble investment in secur-
ing the defe8t of the NIrM.

The cost of that investEent has ex-
ceeded that of the Malvinas war by over
double, Estimates put the cost of the
strike in temrs of extra fuel and policing
at i3 billion, S140 for every working
pe6on in the country

The stockbrokers, Simon and Coates
s8y th8t knoch-on co6ts in the coal
industry could add another 5?00 million
to this total. They estimste the total loss
to Gross National Pro duct at flo.

For many spokespenons of the liberal
establishment the activities of the police
and courts duriug the strike rcpresented
a move towards a strong state, a shift
away from 'govemment by consent' to
increasing'goyemment by coercion.'

In Bdtain tlte police arc theorctically
responsible to municipal authorities \f,ho
futrd them ftom local taxes. During the
stike this notion of accountability w8s
unceremo[iously dumped by ttre crcation
of what smount€d to a 10,000 strong
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mobile national police force, accountable
only to a 'Nstional Raporting Centre,'
This centre rf,8s Eet up after the 19?2
mine6' strike and fint used against the
revolt of the black youth in inner city
areas. From its London base, the centre
dmfted police from all over the country
to occupy mining areas, virtually re-
placing the local police forces. The scale
of this policing and the use of riot tech-
niques against minen and tleir commun-
ities gave the police a profile similsl to
that of an occupying force.

The gover[ment chose not to use
its newly passed trade union laws to
contain the strike, but instead gave the
police a ftee h8nd to find crimes to fit
the circumstances.

Concem over the increasing powers
being arog8ted by the centnl state (in
statk conhast to the official propagsnda
of the govemment on the freedom of
individuals ftom the inculsions of the
collectivist stat€) has provoked intemal
divisiolrs in the Tory Party on another
front - that of local govemment. In a
ddve to acheive cuts in social expenditure
the goyernment hEs proposed to timit the
ability of local cluncils to rEise tsxes and
raisa socirl seryices, ID addition the lErge
Dehopolitm ruthorities, lite the Crcater
London Council frce abolitioo as r result
of Tory oppoeition to the left wing pol-
icies promoted by srch fgues as GLC
Tabour lerder, Ken Liringstooe.

The fell in the pound rnd the result-
ing rise in Btitish inteEst rrtes hs
further erecerbrted the cisis rithin the
Tory party.

Not only hes the cenkepiece of the
govemment's poliry this yclr - trx cuts
- been indefinitely postponed, but
ha$her credit restictions thmten to
choke off the promised ec:onomic rs
covery.

The revival of the economy 8nd the
reduction of the record leyel ofuDemploy-
ment (uow standing at 13% even on
official figures) is now vital to Thatcher's
pmspects of retsining power in the next
general election scheduled for 1988.

Despite the fact that the elections are
still three yea$ away many Conservative
Memben of Parliament are becoming
increasin$y nervous about the prospects
of losing their sests and their psrty losing
powet. At the most senior level figures
like ex-premier Edwad He8th, have
spokeu out, along with many other ex-
minist€rs, calling for a reveEal in the
economic policies of the govemment.

It is true that Thatcher planned this
defeat of the union for a decade. Follow-
ing the defeat of Ed\f,ard Heath's Conser-
vative govemmeut in 1974 at the hands
of tlle minen, a secret report w&s pre-
paEd by a Conservative Party policy
$oup which identified coal as 'the most
likely battleground' for a futu:e Thatcher
govemment. They recommended 8 six-
point plan which included:

- establishment of a large mobile police
force to prevent picketing

- cutting off state benetits to strikeE

- building up of coal stochs, paticularly
in powet stations

September I. Ian M.ccregor tale.
over ae chairpenon of tbe Natioaal
Coal Board, the coal employerr.

September i4; Stlite over clocute ol
MoDktoEhsll pit iD Scotland.

October 21: Tlle NUM begiD. an oYer-
tirne ban againrt pit clolur€! .nd a
5.2r" psy offer by the Coal Board.
The bqn ainr to run down coal stockr
standing at a record 24 million tonne!.
NUM ray! that 30O,OOO tonne! of
production are lolt ln fit.t EeeL

1984

Morch 5: Skike in Yorkrhire over
plans to clo& Cortonwood pit.

Morch 6: 'fhe Coal Board announces
planr to cut 4 millioo tonDe! capacity
with the lo!. of 2O,OOO job6. Atl
Yorkehite aad Scottirh mineE called
out on ltrike.

Morch 8: The NUM executive ca.nc-
tions Yorlshire and Scottish Etrik€s
and giver ssnction in advance to any
other aret which wantr to come out.

llorch 12: Flying picl@k from atea!
rhcrdy on rtrile (Yotllhire, Scotland,
treDt, Dultrm ) ct6e down other areas.

arch 14: Cod Bo.rd $snted court
o[der to liop Yotlrdrire minerr picket-
iag othor ues& 8,OOO police drafted
into Nottiaghu cod field.

March 15 David Jooeq 24, die. at
Olhrtoo collbty Bhile pick€ting
biD.!! goinS into *ork.

Morch : NIrM t4ll! the Tradec
Uniod CoDgrcls to keep out of the
dieuta.

Morch 29: L€adeB of rail, tianlpot
and deel unioDs agre€ to bsn on coal
moveh€ntL

April 5: Nottinghamshite mineE
decide to work normally

Apn', 23r NlrM special delegate con-
ference reduces requir€d maiority fot a
nationsl rtrike from 55% to a 6imple
majority.

May 12: Firzt national minet!' \,vrver
rally in B.msley, 1O,O0O attend.

Moy 23: First tallc between Coal
Boad and NUM collapre.

MaY 25: r]'ying picLetr tly to stop
coke leaving Orgteave works to go to
Scuuthorpe steehPork

May 301 Arthu! Scargill ariestcd at
Orgreave.

June 8-13: Coa! Board and NUM talts
rerume then collap6e.

of the great e

1983
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Tory government
cannot afford to gloat



- armngements for importing coal

- recruitment of non-union lorry dlivels
to move coal

- introduction of dual coal/oil firing in
power stations

All these preparations werc in place by
the start of the stdke and were used
intensively. But the minen had made
their own plans to confront Thatcher's
battle plans.

Despite the blanket presence of police
around the coalfields, mass picketing
remained a permanellt feature of the
srrike with tens of thousands of miners
picketi[g on some occasions. When
miners were arrested and subject to
ordeE banning them from the Picket
Iines in many cases their places were
taken by their wives. The police action
in the coalfield rather than inhibiting the
st ke increased the militancy and deter'
mination of the mine$ nad their comm-
unities.

While the reduction of state be[efits
to mine$' families to first t15 and then
i14, caused great suffering in the coal-
fields, a vast network of solidarity in Brit"
ain and overseas channelled millions of
pounds to the minels' wives movement,
who managed to supply families in the
mi[ing communities with the basics fo!
survival.

However, the key to the sttike was not
merely these defensive measures, but,
given the rccord coal stocks held at the
beginning of the strike, the ability to
implement a complete ban on the move'
ment of coal and to stop ttle substitution
of coal by other fuels. For this the
miners werc reliant on the support of the
rest of the trade union movement.

That support was given on paper at the
TUC Con$ess of September 1984, when
the union leaderships were pressured by
the strength of the miners' shuggle and
the feeling at their own base into voting to
suppod the mineE' dispute. But it
became clear that the TUC lerders h8d no
intention whstsoever of delivering the
action by union members in the power
stations that was fo$een by the TUC
resolution. Instead, the TUC leaders
punued a so-called twin-track policy: on
the one hand providing the miners with
enough financial support to keep the
strike going, and on the other using that
suppo* to try arld exelt leverage on the
union to settle the dispute through a sell-
out of their membeNhip on the crucial
question of pit closures.

The tuming point in the dispute came
at the end of September last year as the
govemment saw that the TUC would not
deliver the solidarity it had promised.
The Tory cabinet refused to offer any
conce$ions to the union, repeatedly
sabotaging the negotiations with the
coal board and the govemment arbihation
service.

The final act of betrayal by the TUC
vas the attempt of Norman Willis, the
TUC General Secretary, in February to
try and impose an agreement negotiated
between himself, Thatcher and the coal
employers on the NLIU.

This agleement, which concedes the
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vital pinciple that pits can be closed by
the Coal Board on economic $ounds, is
today, the basis on which the govemment
is demanding that the NUM capitulate.
This betrayal engineered by the TUC
bureaucrats was ably assisted by Neil
Kinnock, the leader of the Labou! Party.

From the beginning of the strike,
Kinnock made his opposition to the
strike evident, compadng Arthur Sca4iU
to Britain's F st World War general who
led their soldiers into battle without hope
of victory. Kinnock not only ignorcd the
fact that the st ke rvas forced on the
union by the govemment and coal board
employels (see chronology), but also that
the strike could have been won if the
trade union leadership had used its
authority to secure the vital blockade on
the moveEent ol coal. Kinnock, throw-
ing to one side the 'left' credentiats which
had won him the leadenhip battle of the
Labour Party, instead swung his support
behind the atgument of the right wing of
the mine6' union executive for a natioual
ballot as a precondition fot strike action
agai$t the coal board's programme.

Labour leader betrays

This demand was being trumpeted
from every figure in the establishment
including Maryaret Thatche!. Its object
was to slow down the lesponse of the
mine$' union to the Cocl Boetd's plovo-
catiol and allow the medie to start e
poison cempeign egainst the strike. If the
ballot had been held and defeated it
would have effectively preYented local
areas from striking against closures in
their own areas, as it had in the previous
year, Instead the NUM leadership chose
to try and spread the stdke through mnk
and file picketing throughout the coal'
field. The campaign was generally success-
ful. Areas like South Wales. who origin'
ally decided not to ioin the stdke, rrere
blought out by pickets from Scotland,
Yorkshire and Kert, and remained solid
to the end of the strike. Areas like Nott-
inghamshire, originalty joined the strike
in the lirst week. But the right wing
leadeEhip in power for decades in the
Nottingham area refused to give the oder
for their membe$hip to join the picket
Iines. In doing so they crested the Frank-
enstein monster of the 'back to work
movement' of the National l{orking
Minerc Committee.

Neither was there any guarantee that
areas which voted against the strike in a

ballot would have accepted a national
majofity against them and .loined the
strike. In one pit in North Wales, Be!'
sham, a ballot t,'os held later in the
strike. but the branch officials led the
men back to work two days latel irrespec'
tive.
The decision to hold a ballot in the given

circumstaDces would have merely given

the opportunity for the right wing to veto
strikC action without any guarantee that
thev would accept a national decision.

ilaving failed in his campaign to force
the NUM into a ballot, Kinnock transier-

June .15.' Second Miner, Joe Green,
killed on picket line at Ferrybddge
power rtation, by a lorry.

Jure .18; Heavy fighting at Orgreave.

June 27: R^ilworken rtage 24-hour
6tlike in London in support of miners.
Stcel union leaderi say they will accept
coal from any loutce to keep steel
production going.

July 5. New NUM-NCB talk! ltart.

July 9; National dock! strike sta.rt6
over local dispute adsing from miners'
st ke. Talh! make real progrers.

Jaly llr Special delegate conference
of NUM p8!s€6 rule chrnge! on diseip'
line i defianc€ of court otder. Court
subsequently decidee tule changes null
and void.

July 18: NCB-NUM talkr collapse
with ScarSin accusing the government
of behind-the-scenes .abotase.

July 21: Dockew call off rtrike.

July 3I.' High Coutt finer South l{ales
NUM ,50,000 for cottempt ove!
over picketing and orders reizurc of .ll
the arca's fund6.

August 10: NUM special conference
reJeck new NCB proposal! and changes
rules to increale disciplinary powers.

August 11: 30,000 mineB wives
demonrtrate in London.

Augltst 23: Second national dock
6trike ltarts.

September 3. TUC Congrels votes to
support miners, but key unions 6uch as

electricians and powel wolke$ dis'
agree.

SeDtembu 9.I5: New talkr between
NaB and NUM take place and breal
down.

SeDtembet 28: NACODS, th€ safety
supervisors union, without whom no
work can be done in the Pit, vot€s bY
an 82,5v. majority to ttdke. High
Court decide! Derby NUM 6trike un'
law-ful and Yorkshfue NUM strike un'
offcial.

October 1: Huge Eupport for NUM at
Labour Pa-rty conference. but Kinnock
denounces picket line violence. Con'
tempt order rerved on Scargill and
NUM for decloring that YorkrhLe
strike olficial deqite court ruling.

October 10: NIJM fined r2o0,Ooo for
contempt in the lir3t of a sedes of
legal actiona.

October 15: Talks hetd between the
NUM and the NCB and the govern'
ment arbitration .ervice, ACAS, fail.

September 18: Secohd dock 3trike
ends.

Octoberli: NACODS cell6 strike for
25 October mesni[g that all pits wiu
clo6e,
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red hh campaign to the question of
the violence on the picket line. Pre-
senting the problem as the violence of
both sides, he denounced the miuers'
violence as 'unBritish'. At the Labour
Party conference, despite an overwhelm-
ing vote by the delegates to condemn
police violence as the problem, Kinnock
evenhandedly coDdemned picket yiolence
in the same mealiure as police yiolence,
He went on to call for the party to
respect legality if it was to win the next
election.

However, the facts of the dispute dis-
prove Kinnock's contentioD that the
sttike }yas an electoral liability for Labour.
In the EEC election irt June 1984, during
the height of the bloody bsttles at the
Orgreave coking plant, Labour made
sweeping gaius. T'hese gains werc most
marked in those areas led by the left wing
ri,ho h8d openly identified with the
miners' struggle.

Kinnock's failure to support the
mineN was not, of couEe, mercly a mis-
calculation , he recognised and feared the
forces that were coalescing a.round the
millets' sEike,

As Arthur Scsrgi exphined rt the
lest grest demonshrtion of the dispute
on 23 February in London: 'In this
struggle we've seen the emergence of
whole new dimensions in British politics.
We've got literalty hundreds of thousands
of people involved both directly and in-
dircctly in helping the Nationsl Union of
Mineworkers. We've got support groups
not only in this country, but throughout
the world. A new phenomenon, the
emergence of the women's support
$oups, has inspLed wotken not only
here but in every part of Europe, What
the establishment have not yet grasped is
that we've created our own resistance
movement comparable to those that
opemted throughout the Second World
War...'

The ides of a new alliance of resist-
ance in British society, led by industrial
worken, is one that the NUM has tried to
popularise throughout the dispute.

In the trade unions, the miners ]vere
the ddving force behind the Triple All-
iance, the bloc of rai[, steel and coal
unions formed against the rundown of
their industries. While the alliance dis-
solved during the strike, due to the
failure of the right wing leadeEhip of
the steel unions to place a blockade on
coal, the alliance of the rail workers and
the miners held firm, and became the
foundation of a oew alliance of the NIJM
and the hansport unions. In the next
period this alliance will again be crucial
as Thatche! moves to take on the rail
worken.

Outside the labour movement, the
minen have linked up with the anti-
nuclear movement against the building of
nuclear power stations aDd for unilateral
disarmaoent. The miners' wives have
opened their meetings to other women
activists and have established a strong
alliance y.ith the Greenham Common
Peace women.

The NIIM has also increced ib act-
ivity in the Lsbour PErty, wittr mioels
and minen' wives joining atrd consolid-
ating contacts made iu the stdLe wberc the
rank and file of the L&bour Party moved
to initiate the majority 01400 plus shike
support committees sround the country.

Within the Labour Patty itself, the
NUM punued a couE€ withiu the teft,
being the only major union to suppot
the self-organisation of black people in
the Labour Party, voting for the entire-
ity of the platform of the women's
dghts csucus, and supporting the dem-
ands of gays and lesbians.

The allisnce of forces coastructed by
the NUM in the coutse of its struggle,
with its political expression inside the
Labour Party, is the fint approdmation
to a class struggle left wing in the British
labour movement for 60 yea$, since the
early Bitish Communist Party establish-
ed the National Minority Movement and
the National Left Wing Movement inside
the Iabour Party.

However, one of the major problems
is the lack of consistent organisation of
this curent into a forc€ which can do
battle with the Tories, overcoming the
obstruction of the labour right wing.

The abs€nce of such an orgaDised
cunent fighting for industrial action in
the unions, before the start of the miners'
strike, weateaed the fight against tlle sab-
otage of the dght wing and centre trade
union leade6. Other less powerful
secton who do battle with the Tories
in the next period will fi[d that absence
even more citicsl than did the miners.

Such a curent also h8s to fight for
leadeEhips of the Scargilt type in the
unions, in other words, leadeships that
rcject class collaboration and fight fot
mass action of the working class against
the Tories,

Such a struggle will also find its ex-
prcssion in the Labour Party. While
Kinnock's left credentials have been all
but destroyed by his sctions in the strike,
the impulse towards unifying the Labour
Party to fight the next election plobably
renders his position as leader unassailable.
Neverthless, at every other level of the
Labour Pa$y there will be battles around
the nen, line of divide created by the
minen' strike.

Such moves towards olganising the
left of the Labour Party and the trade
unions arc already under way. But while
supporting such developments, Scargiu
has kept his distance ftom them 8s has
Tony Benn. A strong unitary lead is
needed if the huge left current moyement
tuilt around the miners' strike is to be
consolidated and not frittered away.

Such a move towards organising the
Ieft will not rcsolve the problems of
leade$hip so Eaphically exposed by the
Bdtish miners' strike. But it is the next
step towards the building of a real 'party
of labour' which, unlike treitoE such as
Kinnock and Willis, champions each
arld every struggle of the working class as
the rout€ to\f,ards socialism, I
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October 19: Power worker: in elect
ricians unioa vot by 8,1% not to ta-ke
action itr erpport of &e miaers.

October : NACODS call off rtike
in retum for Co.l Boed formula
which the NIIM reircts,

October 25: High Court ordeB the
reizure of dl NIIM a!.et! after the
refuaal of theunionto pay its 9200,O00
6ne.

Nouember 5r NCB offer! Chriltma!
bonu6 to mineE who tetum to rpork,
For some thi! means over 91,0O0.

Nouember l3r Employer claim that
6,000 retum to work.

Nouember 28: TUC leel(. talk! rr'ith
the govemment.

Jonuary 27: Widelpreqd indultrial
action by rail wotkers in defence of
their colleaguer victimiled for refuling
to move coal.

Jsnuary 29: NCB deh.ndr written
arsuEnce fiom the NUM that they rril
accept clorule of unecoEomic pits -the ctur of the dirput€. NIJM refure..

February 19: TUC meetr Thatcher,
then negotiate! deal with NCB.

November 30; Tory councillor app-
ointed as receiver for the NUM's fund&

December 3: NUM opecial delegat€
confe!,encr d€cider to boycott teceiver.

December I2r Nottinghsm.hire 8!ea
votea a rule change a.r fhst rtep to-
wards breaking a*ay ftom the Nation-
al union.

Januory 7: NCB claiEs tbat 1,200
mineB retum to woak.

Jsnuory 10: NUM leadership vot€. to
lurpend Nottiaghamrhire arca if it
contidue. to defy National decirion!.

January 21: After preliminary talk!
bctween the union and the employeB
the govern-Erent vetoes further talk&

February 22: NIJM rpecial delegate
conference uaanimourly leiects TUC.
NCB deal.

February 24: 80,000 march in !,on-
don in support of the mine!&

Morcft 3: NUM national delegate con,
ference votes 98-91 to return to work
\rithout a.ettlement. T'he dispute will
continue. Th€ minority, which is led
by Scargill favouE a continuation of
the gtrike to lecurc an amne6ty for
minera sacked in the rtrike.

March 5: Moai arca! retum to wotk,
but Scotland and Kent stay out to
fight foi arnnesty, other pitr jointhem.
Both vot€ to rctum within the week-

Morch 8.' Thoueand: of minec' wivea
celebrate Intemational lf,ouren's Day
in Cherterfeld.
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"We've stitl got the union
and we'll stick togethef

Shortly after the miners' strike had been called off two miners' wives from
Lancashire, undaunted by their twelve months of hard struggle, arrived in
France to celebrate Intemational Women's Day and to campaign on behalf
of miners sacked or imprisoned during the dispute. Miners wives have
been generally recognised as the backbone of the strike and now they have
been the first to show their willingness to carqr on the fight. On March
9, over 5,000 wives marched in Chesterfield to celebrate International
IVomen's Day. Many declared their intention to continue meeting in the
communities and at a national level.

Judith Baker spoke to Lorraine Johnson, the secretary of Bold miners'
wives group and Jean Murrie, the chairperson of the Skelmersdale wives
group about the prospects for the future and their balance sheet of the
strike.

Question. Do you think the outcome
of the strihe wa$ o uictory for Margaret
Thatcher and the gooernment?

Lonoine Johnson. It is neithet a def'
eat rlor a victory. If the mine$ had gone
back without a ulion, that would have
been a victory for Thatcher. But we still
have the union snd it will stick together.
For example, I don't think Nottingham
really want to split off and it's impo*ant
that we all stay together.

Jeon Murrie. Belore they had the
Spencer union (1), and that was forced
to come back into the national union.
The point is the struggle h not over yet.
There's more to come from Mccregoryet.
Some men weren't happy with the way
they had to go back. But I think in the
end we had to go in order to stop Thatch'
er getting an all-out victory.

tr.J. Yes, but on the fiIst day they
went back at Bold, they were only therc
for an hour and a half, and they came out
again. They all marched in together. They
refused to go on the Coal Board buses.
They said, 'if it tales us all day to get
there we'rc going in together.' They went
in about 10 am. We went home and werc
'phoning each other up because we really
didn't know what to do with ourselves.
At 12.30 my husband'phoned up to say
that one lad had been suspended for

Also apparently women cant€en staff
who had scabbed duing the stlike had
locked themselves in the toilets, The
girls who had been on stike had got rather
a[gry. I heard stories of cups and plates
flying around.

I think the men were out to prove that
they've still got some fight left in them.

Q. Who do you blane for theoutcome
of the strihe? How do you thinh lou
could'oe won in other words?

J-M- V,lhat we needed was leadenhip
from the TUC. Instead of giving it us,
they seemed to be afraid of the govem-
ment. The rank and file supported us.
Thatcher rea.lly did not calculate on the
support we were getting from the general
public. But with the docken the support
was therc, they wete just bdbed back to
work.

L.J. Yes, if the leade$hip had been
strong enough we could'ye had a general
strike.

Q. But what are the prospects then
lor the future? How csn you change the
leadership?

,.,/. People have become more active
in their unions. In our union, we've got
the leadenhip we want, and the mnk and

file in other unions should fight for the
same. It's the same with the Iabour
Party. I intend to join the tabour Party
s,hen I go back.

Q. Why?
L-J- Because that party should be

working for us, and during the strike I've
realised that it isn't, and something ought
to be done about it. It's no good just
ctticising from the outside.

J.M Yes. a lot of us ate going to join
the Labour Pa$y. Me and four of my
fiends are all going to ioin together.

L.J. A lot of people are going to join

- mine6, mine6' wives, supportpn - so
we won't be on our own. Ttat is the
thing about the strike - so many people
have got involved in politics who never
were before, especia.lly young people and
the women.

Q. Whot do you intend to do nou to
heep the miners' wiua.f groups going?

,., We wiu be involved in the cam-
pai$s of the NUM, but also we want to
get involved in other women's struggles.
At the moment we've got the teachers on
strike nationally and the hospital workeN
i[ our area. They're mainly women so \a,e

will want to support theB.

"r.M. I think }ve should be allowed to
join the NLIvI myself, after what we've
done.

Du ng the strike we linked up v,/ith
Greenham Common women. I went
down t&erc for a weekend to stay, and
after Easter I'm going to stay for 8 week.
We are going to build for the iltemational
day at Greerham called for September 5.

picking coal and they had all walked out.

Bold mlneh' wiue6 uith (tight) Lonaihe Johruon (D,R.)

Q. Would you coll lou$elues fenin-
ist6? Whot in your oiew is o feminist?

L-J. Aftq all this I would csll myself
a feminist because I don't tike being told
what to do.

J.M. I agl, because I wsnt to control
my own body. I had eight children, snd
my husband didn't belieye iu sterilsation.
Why shouldn't I decide whst I do with
my own body? Why should you have to
explain to men, to docton or to anyone
else, v/hy you want to do something.?

Z.J There was a stdke in the social
services in St Helens Ia towninLancashire ]
because one bloke leaked information
about one of his clienLs, who was trying
to get an abortion, to one of the pro-life
groups. We supported the strike. I think
there should be free abo*ion. Thele
should be more nuBeries for under-fives
so that women can go out to work.

This strike has taught me a lot. It's
made me more responsible - it's taught
me not to rely on men.

J.M This strike has let the govem-
ment know thEt minen will fight and that
people wont just lie down and let the
govemment walk all over tbem,

1. After ttt€ 1926 strtke ths NottiDrrllh sr.!of the unioD led a bl€3k-awry ro fom the .o-
called Spencer unton.
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During the course of the miners' strike ov€r ten thousand miners have
been arrested, along with fifty women supporters; 5,000 miners have
been injured on picket lines and fow have died. Miners and their families
h:ave not only had to endure the physical hardship of the strike, they have
also found themselves in the dock for offences rarging from assairlt on
police ofEcers to that of 'unlawful assembly'. The -miners and their
families have committed no crine except to light for their jobs and com-
munities and to bave kept on fightirg even when the TUC and other trade
union leaders had failed them. The full armoury of the state has been un-
leashed to punish the miners for their resistance. They are political
prBoners.

A campaign is being launched in Britain to raise money and Eolidarity
for those in prison and to support their families. Many ol them have also
been racked by the National Coal Board and will, therefore, face added
lrards$p when they are released. Rank and file activists internationally
have shown massive support for the strike and it is vital that this kind oi
support continues in defence of the prisoners and their families.

Miners' defence campaign launched

Garry MillEard; S. Neath; Telence CslF
Stick; Clive Thompson; Robet Irtham;
Ian Black; Paul Ttuman; Michael Eyrebo-
who; M. Hobson; Steve Wakefield; Neil
Msrshall.

In H.M. Prison, Linclotn, Grcetwell
Road, Lincoln LN2 4BD:
Steven Wa&elield; St€veD Gregory; Victor
Gregory; A. Edwards; S. Meeth; Jimmy
Lees.

In H.M. Prisou Featherston, New
Road, Wolverhampton, WV10 ?PU;
John Ellis; Mark Glore; Peter Newbold;
Billy Taylor; Mark Grove.

In H.M. Prison, Ranby, Betford,
Nottinghamshire DN22 EEU:
Robert Andrews; M. Wyvitle; Peter Coop-
er; Ron Staniland; PEul BrothweU.

In North Sea DC, Frieston, Boston,
LsncashLe PE22 OQX:
Todd Booth; Chris Hyman; John Wall-
ace.

In H.M. Prison, Strangeways, South-
all Street, Manchestet M60:
Chris Thomas;

In H.M. hison, Wandsworth, PO Box
75?, Heathfield Road, London SW18:
Terry French B (6ve years)

In H.M. Prison, Haverigg, Millam,
Cumbda:
Peter Hurst G78282

In H.M. Prison, Cardift Knox Road,
Cardiff CF2:
Bussel Shankland 883752; Dean Hancock
899410;

In H.M. Prison, Sudbury, Derby DE6
5H:
Andrc Bradley; Kevin Ne8l.

In Sudbury Open Prison, Derby DE6
5HW:
David James; Petet Pearson. Michael
Southwell.

For more infomration about the
Yorkshirc campaign, wite to: South
Yorkshire Defence Campaign. 73 West
Street, Sheffield. Tel: Sheffield 701384.

A national campaign for the prisonets
is about to be launched and ilfomation
about this c8n be obtained from Martin
Walker,ol 854 8888. !

Dick WITHECOMBE

Dudng the 11% months of the mineE'
strike out of the 10,000 miners arested
more than 150 have been impdsoned.
Many more are being held on remand -
for instance over 100 in Armley in Leeds,
Yorkshire, 8lone. Towards the end ofthe
stike, the courts began to tske full
sdvantage by hearing many cases that
have been pending fot weeks, some up to
six montis.

The first woman, Brend8 Greenwood,
w8s jailed in Risley for defying bail con-
ditions that instructed her to keep away
from the picket at Otlertor in Notting-
hamshire, when she attempted to prevent
her husbsnd from retuming to work!

In South W8les, 103 mineE are still
waiting for the couits to hear their
crses. They are accused of c{using crim-
insl daEage during an occupation of the
cranes at Llanwem Steel Works. In Kent,
mine6 leadet Terry Frcnch, has been
sentenced to five years imprisolment.

In Pontefract, Yorkshire. a major
campaign has been established in defence
of nine minels anested (one of whom has
been sentenced to six months imprison-
ment) in the smsll mining viltige of
FitzwiUiam, in connection with incidents
on July 9, when potice invaded the village
late at night wreating havoc in their wake

- lesving thrce people in hospital. In
Lancashire, Bold NUM spokespemon,
Dennis Pennington, has been jaited for
three months.

Many minen who have been arested
have had stringeut bail conditions imposed
o[ ihem, even befoB their crse has been
heard in court. Peter Smith, Bnnch
Secretsry of Fryston colliery in Yorkshire
was banned from the county and forced
to live iu Southport, separated from his
wife and fsmily. When eventually his
case was heard, he was found to be inno-
ce[t of all chErges.

The courts were being used to breat
up the determiration of striking miners.
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Police werc concentrsting on aresting
miners who they identify as the main
strike organise$ and spokespeople, who
also seem to be incurri[g the most severc
sentences.

In the maiority of the coalfields, def-
ence campaigns are being established.
Several have existed fot months, rsising
money for the families of miners in
prison, organising messages of support,
and major rallies, meetings and publicity.
Becently a national campsign was estab-
lished with stdking miners and mineE'
wives attending from all the coalfields
with the exception of Durham and
Lancrshire represented.

Below is a list of mine6 who are
in prison - overall there are over 150.
Messages of support are especially wel-
come:

In H.M. Prison Armley, Leeds, LS12
2TJ:

Dennis PENNINGTON

On February 19, Dennis Peraington wos condemned to three months in prison for
oflences on the pichet line. Dennis is a supporter of Socialist Actioq o Enfirrr
reuolutionory sociolist wper and duing the strike he wos closely inuolued in the
solid,oily worh of the sections of the Fourth Intemstionol

He ond tuo others werc sccused of octs of oiobnce and d,amoge to pivote prop-
erty. In foct, they tied to tum bach o cor full of scobs. The two other miners
orrested with Dennls werc evenfuolly released but Dennis wss charged, ob\ioucly
becouse of the luding role he lus ployed in the ttrihe.

Dennis might be lucky ond get out of joil by Apfl 19 on good behauiour. Per-
haps the most serious thite i$ thot Dennis stondi to lose his job as o result of his
impi,onmenL On February 20 he receiued s letter from the Notional Cosl Boord
saying that he wss to be *cked. As he hin,l,elf sad in o letter to the PSO, the
Belgitn section of the Fourth Intematioru|The juclge is not only denyw me m!
liberty, he has slso condemned me to unenployment.'

DenniE is a member of the Bold, LancoEhire brutch of the NUM which is cam-
pavning for him to get hb job bach. Meanwhile, mesEages and letteE of solidsrity
are of oitol importonce. All mesxges should be Eent csre of the NIJM Bruncl\ Bold
Miners' Welfare Institute, Fleet Lone, Po4 St Heleng Merseyside. The NUM will
forward o,ll letters to Dennis.
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A historic defeat for Zionism

Cerry FOLEY
In what had been one of the most

jingoistic pape$ in Israel, Eytan exposed
the fundamental neakness of the Israeli
state, while scorning what has been seen
tmditionally by Israeli Jews as its only
reliable support in the wodd. the Zionism
of the Jewish diaspora in general and
American Jews in particular.

'l'he basic weakness of the Zionist
colony in its conflict with the Arab
people of the region, in fact, is its relat-
ively small numben and the attachment
of its population to a relatively secure
and comfortable style of life. Such a
population will not make the same sort of
sacrifices as desperate and dispossessed
oppressed masses. That is prccisely the
contradiction that has wrccked prcvious
colonization proiects in Ireland and
Aleeda. (1)

It is not any special rcligious fanatic-
ism on the part of the Shiite masses of
Lebanon that creates this problem. It
comes from the material conditions of
the oppressed community.

The occupation of southern Lebanon
had tumed into a death tmp for the
Israeli army. According to the Zionist
military authofties themselves, the Tsahal
was the target of a minimum of three
attacks a day by the Lebanese resistance.
Receotly, the Israeli army paper, Boma'-
hone, reported that 1?7o of young recruits
supported those soldieE refusing to serve
in Lebanon. Among the older reservists,
who make up the bulk ol Israeli military
forces, the proportion was a multiple of
that.

Of the first phase of the retreat, the
February issue ol The Other lsroel, the
newsletter of the Israeli Cou[cil for
Israeli-Palestinian Peace, wrote: "There
can be little doubt that the withdrawal
is popular in lsrael. One proof of this was

werc the hardcore of the Gush Emumim
[the Block of the Faithful, a leading force
in the movement to establish fortified
Jewish settlements on the West Bankl.
"They were more than a little bit shocked
dudng the Lebanon war. Because they
were in combat units and they suffered
very heary lessons. I think that about
707o of lhe casualties ill the Leba.non
werc in these units because they are elite
units.

"I think that this shocked them, be-
cause it is one thing to be for the suprem-
acy of the Jewish people in your own
quiet home, and another thing to see
your best friends dying around you. And
also some of them were shocked by Sabra
and Shatila. Even though they werc right
wing people and in the forefront of the
occupation, they arc not monsters. They
arc educated people who believe strongly
in the morality of their own actions.
Some, not all, and not even most, wele
shocked by Sabra and Shatila. They
came face to face with what theirideology
means."

Keller went on to explain that this
phenomenon \ras at the root of the devel-
opment of Netivot Shalom (Paths of
Peace), an orthodox Jewish peace goup
that played a key role in broadening the
antis,ar movement among Israeli Jews.

Counter productive terror

It was the experience of serving in the
occupation forces in East Jerusalem after
the 196? war that started him moving to-
ward the peace movement, Gideon Spiro
told me. He is one of the leaders of Yesh
Gvul, the organisation of reserve soldiers
who rcfuse to serve in Lebanon,

"Suddenly I saw what tremendous
power I had in my hands as an occupier,
how civilians are so frightered, how you
can actually do whatever you want. This
situation where I conholled other people
was something 8larming in my eyes. this
can deteriorate very easily, lead to moral
degeneration. There are so many possibil-
ities of misusing it, thiE total power that
you have in your hands ... in dealing with
other human beings as e[emies ... I still
remember of the eyes of the people, how
frightened they vrere."

The disastcr the Zionist rulen are suf'
ferinq, in which they have been forced to
retreit from an occupied terdtory fot the
fi$t time in a combination of the press-

ute of mass resistance and the disillusion
of the Jewish people, can only be magni-
fied by the repisal tactics they are resort-
ing to now.

It is generally a pretty good indication
that a ruling class is losing its g p when it
forgets the elementary political pdnciple
that for terror to work you have to have
the power to make it total and prolonged.

The Israeli retreat ftom Lebanon looks more and more like a political rout
for Zionism, an unprecedented disaster for the historic project of Zionist
colonization of the Middle East. It has exposed the Achilles Heel of
Israeli power and profoundly shaken up the Israeli Jewish masses.

"The Tsahal [Israeli army] can cbop whole armies to pieces, but it can
do nothing against an entire country that has gone mad," E1'tan Haber,
Yediot Aharonot's military correspondent wrote in his paper, which is one
of the biggest-circulation dailies. (Between them Yediot Ahtronot and its
competitor for the newspaper "down market" Maartu, claitm a readership
of 707o of the Jer.r'ish population.)

Eytan wetrt on to iay, "We must get out and let Lebanon drown in its
ovm- blood. Honor? That's for the kind of patrioteers whose sons do
thet fighting on the San Fransisco beaches. The families who are burying
their dead have no use for honor. r e have to get out and get out as fast as
we can,"

12 Iniemational viewpoint 25 Mech 1985

MDDLE EAST

the open joy of soldieE in Lebanon at
leaving and their zeal in dismantling the
army installations (accoding to Yediot
Aharonot, one unit, by working io night
shifts, managed in eight days a dismant'
Iing job which the army planners calcul-
ated would require a whole month.)"

Furthermore, the ght-wilg Zionists
failed even to arouse a reaction from the
people of the most vllnerable Jewish
settlemelt on the Lebanese border.

"Another indication is the response of
the inhabitants of Kiiat Shmona, the
northem border town for whose sake the
whole 'Operatio[ Peace in Galilee'[that
is the invasion of Lebanon, the northem
part of Israel is called "Galilee"l was sup-
posed to have been fought. When a

demonstmtion and general strike against
the withdrdwal were called by the Likud-
controlled Kiriat Shmo[a municipality,
the inhabitants (most of whom are Likud
[Zionist hawk] voters) had 'voted ',vith
their feet' and the right-wing action end-
ed in a dismal failure."

Occupation duty far from Je\,/ish set-
tlements had to be particularly demoml-
izing for an almy like the Israeli one,
which has depended more on moral and
pat otic incentives (the need to defend
and "redeem" the Jewish people) than
traditional military discipline.

Last August in Israel, I talked to Adam
Keller, editor of The Other lsrd€i about
the effect of the Lebanon war experience
on the religious Jews who have represent-
ed a sort of second wave of ZioniEt en-
thusiasm, trying to make up for the past
opposition of orthodox Jews to the Zion-
ist project and the exemptions ofrcligious
Jews Aom military sewice. These are
people educated in the special leligious
schools, the Yeshiuot Ho-Seder.

Keller said. "The Yeshivot Ha-Seder

1. Starting in the seventeenth century.
the Enalth state tded to finalize the conqu€st
ot IleIaDd by settilng the couDtry with Prot-
estets from En8land and Scotl.Dd. Teker a! a
whole, ttre project tailed. although lt €stabustled
a sttone gardron coloDy in the uotheast comer.



It obviously cannot be total or seem like-
ly to last in the context of a retreat. The
Isnelis' quisling fotces in southern Leb-
anon have aheady drSwn this conclusion,
deserting en masse.

In the cLcumstances of a retreat, what
the Israeli authorities call thet "iro[-
hand" operations can only rouse the Leb-
anese people to more united and morc
violent opposition to the Zionist forces.
This is exactly what has been happening.
and it is quite clear to the critical foreign
corlesPondents.

For example, P.J. Fnceschini wrote
March 10 or the ftott page ot Le Monde:
"Despite their 'operation iron hand,'the
grapes of wrati are ripenilg rapidly in
southem Lebanon, and the Isnelis are
apt to find the wine bitter. On Friday,
March 8, alone, they were the target of
seven attacks."

On Sunday, March 10, 12 Israeli
soldie$ werc killed and 14 wound-
ed in a suicide bombiag of a convoy near
the Israeli frontier.

The following day, kraeli forces
Iaunched a full"scale attack on the village
of Zrarier, 8 half a mile north of the part
of Lebanon they still occupy. This town
is actually a pocket of left-wing strength
in southem Lebanon, not specifically of
Shiite "fundamentalism". (2)

The Zionist military authorities an-
rounced thst they had kitted "tmor"
ists". Lebanese civil defense said that 58
civilians had died in t}!e attack. Oflicial
Lebanese radio sEid that the Iocal popul-
ation had joined with Lebanese govem-
ment soldiers in defense of the town. In
a preyious clash in the atea, three Leban-
ese army soldie$ were killed.

Since February 16, Lebanese army
forces have been involved in battles with
the Israeli forces four times, according to
a repo by Selim Nassib in the March 12
issue of the Paris dally Liberation.

While the ilternational press has gen-

erally looked at the Lebanese opposition
to tie I$aeli occupiers only in terms of
guerilla attacks, it has been matked in
fact by very powerful mass mobilizations.
There w8s a very strong community res
ponse to the bombing of a Shiite mosque

in the southern Lebanon town of Maa-
rake on March 4, in which leaders of the
Amal organization were killed, and to the
car.bomb explosion in a Shiite suburb on
March 8-

These bombings werc attributed not
only by Shiite leaden but by the Leban-
ese gov€mment to the Israeli secret ser-
vices.

The Zionist govemment's denial that it
x'ould use such methods is betied by a
long history of te[orist actions oryanized
by the Israeil seset service, Mossad, in
particular against PLO leaders. even in
West European countries. In both these
recent bombings, no Lebanese force had
anything to gain, and the March 8 bomb-
ing in p8rticular seemed to be aimed
against the community as a whole.

In fact, the list of car bombings since
January 28, 1983, giYen i\ Le Monde ort
March 10, shows that the majority of
them have been against targets that the
Israelis would not be sorry to see hit,

The Ziouist govemment has also tried
to suggest that what lies behind these
bombings, as well as the attacks on its
retreating troops, is rivalry bet\r'een the
various Lebanese community-based groups.
In fact, this obvious falsehood only high-
lights stiu more the fact that the Zionists'
occupation of southern Lebanol has
united all the Lebanese communities
against them.

To all intents and purposes, Israel
seems to have lost all its former commun-
alist pawns in Lebanon, finding itself now
ir conflict with the Shiites and the Druses
and, apparently, more and more even
with the Christians.

Indeed, Jean-Pierre Langellier wrote in
a dispatch from Jerusalem in the Msrch
12 Le Mondet "What is causing particular
worry herc is that the attack on Sunday
March 10, lear the 'good border', that is,
in a region where the lalge majodty of
the population are Christian 8nd where
there has been no guerilla activity up till
now. On February 10, aheady, tlvo
soldiers touched of a lald miDe almost in
front ol one of the cabins at the Metullah
border post."

The Zionist disaster in Lebanon, more-

over, can hardly fail to have an effect on
the Arab populstion under Israeli mititary
rule in tlle West Bank and the Gaza Sttip.
For exarnple, the February issue of ?he
Other Isrsel: "The saoe Irbanese pre-
cedent is also, of coune, affecting the
Pa.lestinians Some attacks c.arried out
recently were definitively Lebanese style:
such as the killing of an Israeli soldier in
Eamsllah's (3) msin street, in brosd day-
light, and a few paces from the city's
msin police station - a kind of act which
became all too common in Lebsnon but
which is almost unprecedented in the
West Bank."

Now that the Zionists' L€banese ad-
venture has ended in disaster, and the
majority of the Israeli population has
tumed sgainst it, the ball is in the court
of the anti-Zionists and peace forces.

The l$aeli defeat in Lebanon puts in
question the basis and the perspectives of
the Israeli state up titl now. So, there
should be an uuprecedented opportunity
to put forward new altematives to the Is-
meli Jewish population and the AIab
people under Ismeli rule.

The Israeli authorities are trying to
reconsolidate Zionist patriotism now by
playing on the fears of an Arab terrorist
csmpaign against Jews in Iuael and of
military attacks from without on the
Jewish communities. What political line
the Palestinian organizations take in this
situation toward the problem of the
Jewish population and what they do to
mobilize the oppressed people take on a
new importance.

The new situation is also a crucial test
for the peace movement in the Ismeli
Jewish community. It has been on the
decline for some time for a number of
reasons. Two arc pafiicularly important,
The govemment's announcement of the
withdrawal conyinced many activists that
the problems were being solved. Second-
ly, the majority still look to the Iabour
Party, which has been back in the govem-
melrt since the formation of the National
Unity cabinet last fall.

In an article in the January issue of
Mqtzpen, the paper of the Israeli Fourth
Intemationalists, Moshe HalelT wrote in
an afiicle entitled "Whither the Peace

Movement?": "Most of the activists and
a significant minority among the leader'
ship were not prepared for confrontation
with I govemment including leaders of
the Labor Party."

Halery also pointed out that, in fact,
the mass peace movement had its origins
in the contradiction bet\r,een the aggessive
policy of the Likud goYemment under
Begin and the hopes aroused by the peace
treaty with Egypt for a peaceful settle-
ment of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

Now, in order to survive and meet
the chatlenge of the new situation, the
peace movement will have to face the
deeper problems involved in the basic
role of the Israeli stste in the region and
the relations of the Jewish colony with
the Arab people.

Lebanese bafiet post (D.a.)

2. Ct. SeliE Nassib i-u Liberdtron, Pad!
Match 13.
3. A lrrle Amb town clde to ealt Jeru..l€m.
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INDONESIA

A June, 1984 meeting of the Inter.Governmental
Group on Indonesia congratulated General Suharto's
govemment on its performance in 1982 and 1988.
The IGGI groups the 13 countries with tlre largest
rnvestments in lndonesia, and it meets annuallv to
review these investments. The 1984 meetins. heid at
The Hague, pledged some 2.5 billion US D'oUars in
loans and grants for the 1984/85 financial year. This
exceeded the recommendations of the World Bank.
(1)

-the 13 memb€r countries of the IGGI are: Aust-ralia, Belgium, Canada, France. t{est Germanv. nao_
nesia, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands. New Z6aUna-
Switzerland, Britain and the USA. fhe World Bantl
the .Intematio_nal Monetary Fund, Asian peveiopmeni
Bank and the UnitedNations Development progrim are
also memben.

Indonesia's la:gest foreign investor is Japan, foll-
owed by the USA.

But all is not well with the country's economy.
Like other Third World eountries, it has suffered sev-
erely from the effects of the capitalist world recession.

Indonesia recorded 10 per cent annual economic
go$,th in the late 1970s as a consequence ofa flood of
international investment following the consolidation of
General Suharto's "New Order"- regime which came
to power after the bloody suppression of workers' and
peasants' organisations in 1965-66. (2)

However, most of this investmen[ went into the oil

A rew opposilin ernerges

The 1984/85 budget mairtained the
general austerity measurcs, but gr8nted
govemmenl employees a 157o pay rise. It
further reduced domestic fuel oil subsid.
ies. The World Bank wants the govem-
ment to end all subsidies for fuel, fertil-
isers and public enterprises. (5)

One result of thes€ measures was high,
er inflation up from 107o in 1982 to
around 157o in 1984. Suharto also re-
scheduled 48 major projects involving
foreign investment worth some 20 billion
US dolials.

The austerity measurcs. together with
I slight uptum in commodities prices in
the second hslf of 1984, helped the
govemment reduce the current account
deficit by 2.9 billion US dollan. The
deficit had been around 4.2 billion US
dollan in mid"1984.

The govemment was hoping to further

1. lndonesi& Embalsy prcls leleale (Au!t.
talls) June E. 1984.
2. Between 600,000 and oDe trdllior people
wer€ slaugbter€d because they were supecred
Eember3 of the lndonesiaD Communbt party
!PI(I) or the mass organisatioD! whtch the padi
led or influenc€d. Thouandr were arrested ani
detalned wltltour trial for over a decade.
Suhano and other riatrr-wins ceDerals Iaunched
the bloodbath uling the Dretert ot an aborltv€
revolt by a sroup of pro-SukarDo ,'my otflc.lson October 1. 1965. After lbc a.rmy and ias.uDpoter! thorouibly de.troy€d the €{nin8

industry and related services and infrastructure. Oil
9nd gas revenue accounts for 60% of government
income and 65-707" of foreigrr earnings.- But the
decline of oil prices in recent years has hit hard. Red
Gross Domestic Product $owth fell to 2.25Vo by 1982
and has declined ever futher since then.

Wbat aroused the IGGI's admiration last June was
the Suharto regime's response to this"difficult"
situation. In the eyes of the imperialists, Suharto set
an example to other Third lVorld countries by adopt-
ing an austerity budget, slashing subsidies for domestic
oil products, devaluing the rupiah and rationalising
taxation and laws and regulations on finance and
lnvestment.

The brunt of these measures fell on the workers and
poor farmers who make up the great majority of
Indonesia's population of 160 million. The6e people
had not shared in the 1970s investment boom. By
1982 some 407o of the population shared less thair
10% of the national income, and fell below the official
poverty line. This marked a sbarp decline ftom the
late 1970s. (3)

Sixty per cent of the popu.lation depends on agri-
culture for its livelihood while agriculture accounts for
307o, or less, of national income, Additionally, much
of this income does not go to the people on thri land,

Driven by poverty, growing landlessness and under-
employment, millions of people have taken to the
already overflowing cities in the vain hope of finding
work.

Michael PETERSON

The new 8usterity measures were tn-
troduced in March 1983, shortly after
General Suharto was "re-elected" prcs-
ident by the largely appointed People's
Consultative Assembly (MPB).

The rupiah was devalued to increase
paper eamings from oil exports, to dis-
courage imports and to make Indonesian
exports more competitive. But the ult-
imate effect was to increase living costs
for the vast majo ty of Indonesians.

The Apil 1983 budget cut the dom-
estic oil subsidy, sending petrol and keros-
ine prices skyrocketting. Prices for lower
grade fuel rose by up to 7070, while the
increase for higher Eades was around
11%. Following this, bus fares rose by
2W.. (4)

The cut in oil subsidy hit large num,
bers of people who rely on kerosene for
cooking and lighting. Fertiliser costs in-
creased, putting more pressurc on mil-
lions of subsistence farmers.

Govemment workers' salaies wete
frozen for the second year in a row, and
no new government housing was to be
built. So, even before the full effects of
the revaluation were f€lt, millions of
people's living costs had increased dram-
atically.

,4

offset the deficit witb inflows of foreign
capital.

However, offsetting the deficits of
recent years s/ith more borrowing has
Ieft its mark. According to the World
Bank, Indonesia's foreign debt was a
third of all outstanding extemal debt in
East Asia and the Pacific at the end of
1981. The Suhato regime h8s a tot l
public debt of 27 billion US dolla$
(nearly 36 billion dollars if undisbuned
loans are included). To this must be
added a priyate s€cto! debt of 6-8 biuion
US doll8rs.

The World Bank does not consider
this a problem because the loans arc
mostly medium-to-long-tem and 8t rel-
atively low intercst rates. However, in
1983 the bank estimated the ratio of
debt-service psyments to export income
at 1970, approaching what is considered

worLeE' &d falmels, orsanilstio . the Suk'rDo
govemti€rt wa! effectively replaced by Etutaly
rul€, although thi! wa. oot folmr.Uy con.olldated
until later.
3. Accordiog to Mubyarto, a loctuter irl €con-
omic. at Gajah Mada Udve.ltty. JoA,akata,
quoted in the Austrolian Financiat Reuleu,
rebruary 8. 1986,
4. For Eostem Econodic Reuleu Asia
Yeatbook, 19A4.9. 183,
5. "Boh Agatn Nelq Oder." a regtonar
r€port o. IndoD€sis ln the London-ba!€d
magEiae. Souat. JaDu.ry 1985. p. 11.
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Frustration among
unemployed youth

the critical level of 207o.
According to aD editorial it Merdeho,

a nationalist newspaper, Indonesia's Min-
ister for Finance, Professor Ali Warhana
admitted late in 1983 that debt repay-
ments had reached, 24Vo of expott eam-
ings. (6)

Last Ap l's budget also marked the
start of the government's fourth five-year
development ptan, Repelita IV. The plan
optimistically projects a $owth in Gross
Domestic hoduct (GDP) by an average of
57a over the next five years. It also p!om-
ises economic restructuring to develop
the manufactudng secto!. Agficulture
still accounb tot 20-30% of GDP while
manufacturing accounts for 15%.

on fean of a worsening of "recent social
and political tensions" in the country.'

The reference is to bombingsofChinese-
onrned businesses and riots in Central
Java lat€ lsst year, Ihese werc the most
overt signs of the growing mass reaction
to the economic situation, but must also
be viewed together with the rise in labour
disputes and organisation smong the
urban poot.

Frustrations aEong the growing ranks
of unemployed youth can only grow.
Even before the OPEC price cut w86 aon.
ounced, the regime's plannen forecast
that by 1990 there would only be 6.1
mittion jobs for a workforce of 9.3 mit-
lion people. This optimistic ligure accepts
an unemployment rate ol34.4Vo. C]ullient
official tigurcs put the unemployment
rate at 26Vo.

Indonesia's deepening economic crisis
is giving rise to $owing dissent. And the
crisis is being woNened by imperialism's
demands for ntionalisation of Suharto's
"New Order" regime itself. The character
of the new opposition in Indonesia today
is being shaped by these two rclated pro-
cesses.

While the ability of the Suharto regime
to rcstructure the economy is dubious,
some Ieal restructufing is taking place in
the ruling regime.

The Suhsrto mllitary regime took
shape under the popular nationa.list
Sukamo govemment, which ruled Indo-
nesia from independence in 1949 to the
1965 military coup.
Sukamo's rule was based on an uneasy
truce between a right-wing dominsted
military and & militant independence
movement, In this movement, the world's
thtd hrgest Communist Party (PKI)
operated openly alongside mor€ moderate
nationalists.

Under the leadeEhip of Abdul Hafs
Nasution, the head of the Supreme War
Administration (Peperti), army officen
E'ere appoioted as manages ofconfiscated
Dutch estates and ent€rpfises. The army
took over the Sunutran assets of Royal
Dutrch Shell. In 195?, the army was
give[ control of the state oil compsny,
Permina (now Pertamina).

Dudng the 1960s, and later, there
were several further important nstionslis-
ations of loreign businesses. SoDetimes
these began when militant workeE
seized plants, but in every case the mili-
tary moved in, evlcted the workers, and
took over administration of the national-
ised businesses.

So, when the military seized full
power in 1965/66, it represented not iust
the interesLs of impedalism (the grest
majodty of seniot officers were trsined in
the US), but an important economic
agency though which all foreign invest
on had to deal. (8)

The bread and butter of Suhado and
the other generals around him were the
bribes and "kickbacks" that had become
standard in the country's business opera-
tions. Ite "New Order", as the Suharto
regime named itself after the coup, result.
ed in a partisl rstionalisation of this cor-
ruption.

Under the New Order, alt foreign in-
veston have to work through a local
agent or partner, who commands a 2-?7o
commission on large conbacts (above 50
million US doUars), Forsnaller contmcts,
commissions can reach 10% or more. (9)

On top of that, there are bribes that
must be paid to s€curc various licences.
Geaeral Suhato's wife, Madame Tien
Suharto, became commonly known as

"Madam Ten Per Ceut".
The system's totsl corruption shows

up clearly in taxation. A complicated
system of taxes provides officials with the
means to extnct enormous bfibes. But
very little tax is collected. In 1982 there
werc ody about 600,000 taxpayers in the
entire population. Now, the govemment
says it plans to simplify the taxation
system and actuslly stsrt collecting tax.

6. Meftleko. November 3, 19E8, trdr.ht€d
and repdtrted b\ In iile IndoDerio, No. 2, May
1384. Publilh€d tn canbeEa, Austalia. p. 19.
1. Autralton Ftnanclot Reuleu, February 8.
1985.
8, Many comm€ntslors hav€ potnted to €ddt.
erce tlat tbe CIA cultlvated IndofledaD Dlllt-
ary of6c€rs ftom th€ 196& on, Som€ even
susige3t that t.h€ €ventr of 1966/66 were pt.[.
Ded ard caEi€d outunderwashirgton,s dlteclton.
ct. Southwood & Fl.nagalt. Initorc.io: Ldu,
Propogonda ond Tetor, Zed Pr€s* 1983,
9. South, J.nuary 1986. p. 12.

Indonesia's problem is charactersitic of
most Third World countries, Foreign
capital tends to invest in the r8w materials
area andadoptcapita.l-intensive techniques.
Tte entire national economy dses or falls
with the prices of these raw matedals.
The foreign investments do little to devel-
op the local economy and create very fes,
jobs.

On the other hand, therc are consider-
able negative effects in localities whete
major foreign investmenh are situated.

One major project is a large scale
industrial complex at Lhokseumawe,
built around a Ilatural gas field in Aceh,
northem Sumatra, Most of the employ.
ees are foreign, living and working in
high income enclaves in the midst of poor
local populations.

As a result, the local population is sub-
ject€d to land speculation, price-rises &nd
a drain on the existing services net\f,ork.
The govemment is woried about the sec-
urity of such enclaves due to growing
local resentment.

Repelita IV seeks to resolye such prob-
lems by greater use of domestic capital to
deyelop secondary industry around the
forcign investment proiects. But to date,
most big local capitalists have preferred
to inveEt their money oveEeas ol in areas
like property development. The Suharto
regime's promise of looser rcgulations and
tax reorganisation did have some effect
on local capital. There were reports of a
boom in office block development in the
capital Jskart{, last year! That's unlikety
to last for long without new investment
io more productiYe industry.

Another dampen$ on development
of a manufactu ng industry is poor local
demand, a product of the sheer poverty
of the majority of Indonesians. In times
of Ecession, this demand declines even
further.

The recent decision by the Organis-
ation of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC), of which Indonesia is a member,
to cut the pdce of Minas crude oil by
1US dollar per barel will cost the
Indonesian govemment 280 million US
dollars this year.

Ttis places even more pressure on the
Indonesian economy and h8s cEused the
Australian Financial Reyie\i, to comment
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This has been welcomed by the IGGI.
The history of the stste oil company,

Pertamina, provides several more illumin'
ating examples of the regime's methods.
Pertamina commands millions of dollars,
but does little nork itself. It operates
by contracting foreign oil companies.
Seventy-five foreign oil contracton work
for Pertamina.

When the military regime first came to
power it was an alliance of a number of
generals, each of whom maintained an

"empire" based on a govemment depart'
ment or wing of the military. These

"empires" werc held togetherwith b bery
and patronage.

After the 1965/66 coup, two such
genelals emerged as possible military
leaders, Nasution and Suharto. Suharto's
control of combat units and the strategic
command enabled him and his suppo$'
ers to prevail. Generul Nasution lost his
important positions and his supporters
found themselves hansfeEed to positions
which left them little real Power.

Since then, Suharto and a small group
of his supporte$ have worked consistent'
ly to isolate and eliminate competition,
even within the military.

Suharto consolidated his position in
1969 by reorganising the armed forces
(Abri) under his operational control. He
became suprcme commander. Command-
els of the navy, airforce and police wings
lost much of their autonomy and pon'er.

Behind this purge seems to have been
Suharto's determination to protect his
position from any possible challenge. But
a political difference was also involved.
The $oup around Genenl Nasution, while
anticommunist, x,anted a return to some
form of civilian rule after the left was
destroyed. Suharto disagr€ed.

He defined a new role for the military,
summed up in the concept of"dwifungsi"
(dual function). The military, besides its
usual function, was to lead the nation in
all fields.

But not even the armed forces werc to
be without control, The command for

the restontion of Secudty and Order
(Kopkamtib) was a "temporary" extra-
constitutional martial law body set up in
1965. It had the power to override police
and even the defence depatment. It has
become a pennanent feature of the New
Order.

When elections were reintroduced in
19?1, the most undemocatic aspects of
Sukarno's "Guided Democracy" wete
retained. But only anticommunist pafties
were allowed to participate.

1983 saw the beginning of a new re-
organisation of Abri under pressuE from
the changed economic situation, and once
again in older to eliminate any challen-
gers to Suharto. Dttbbed "regenerssf'
(rejuvenation), it heralded a general re'
structuring and rationalisation of the
entire New Order rcgime.

During the oil boom, there was a lot
of money around to support widescale
corruption. And in those days foreign
investors felt that this was a small price to
pay for Suharto's services in destroying
the militant workers' and peasants'move-
ments,

But with the recession things have
changed. The regime has been forced to
trim some excess fat. The demand for
greater efficiency in production also
requires streamlining and cenhalisation of
corruption. Unbridled corruption can
breed intolenble levels of inefficiency.

The latest purge dispos€d of all the
remaining factio$ in the army apart from
Suharto's. It was consummated in March
1983 vhen the new cabinet was "elected"
by the MPR. Three longstanding New
Order leadeE lost their positions.

Lieutenant-Ceneral Ali Murtopo was
one of the casualties. A former minister
for information, whose faction was built
around the secret police (BAKIN) and the
top-seclet intelligence agency, OSPUS
(Special Operations), he played a key role
in secret negotiations with the Malaysian
govemmeot duing the "confrontation"
between the two countries in 1963. In
the lead up to the cabinet selection there

was pressure to elect Murtopo vice-pres'
ident, a position that entails no power
but $,ould have made him the successo!
should Suharto die or tesign.

Murtopo lvas a former Suharto protege
who became too powetful. Control of
the secret police gave Muftopo's faction
access to massive extortion rackets run
through the secret police. These may be
marked for tdmming in the present ecoD-
omic situation.

General Amir Machmud was anothel
whose fortunes declined. A former long-
time minister for home affaiE x,ho left
his portfolio to become speaker of the
MPR, his ministerial powen enabled him
to appoint provincial govemon and sub'
district heads. This enabled him to build
up a massive patronsge netlYork.

Also demoted was General Mohammed
Yusuf, former defence minister and
armed forces commandet-in-chief. He did
not have a developed faction, but was a
powerful military figure. He was also a
suggested candidate for the vice-presidency

In the end, a Sudanese general, Umar
Wirahadikusuma, a Suharto crony from
1965/66, became vice-president.

Also displaced was former vice-pres-
ident, Adam Malik, one of the few
civilian leadeE who remained in power
after the overthrow of the Sukamo
govemment. He died not long aft€r the
purge.

Suharto is no\r, the only survivor in
power of the "generation of 1945", the
leaders of the struggle for independence
from the Netherlands.

Having displaced the major factions
leade$, Suharto set about further central-
ising his control of the military. A num-
be! of organisational changes were intro-
duced, chief of which was appointment
of Geneml Benny Murdani as commandel
of the armed forces and of Kopkamtib.
Formerly these two positions were not
held by one individual. Howevet, it must
be noted thst Murdani remains under
direct control of Suharto, the supreme
commandet of the armed forces.

Being a Chtistian, Murdani is unlikely
to make common cause with the power'
ful Muslim and Javanese factions agsinst
Suharto.

Murdani's backgound is mostly in the
intelligence services. He also has a tep-
utation for heading some of the most
brutal campaigns in Indonesian-occupied
West Papua (Irian Jaya).

Murdani is one of a batch of younger
army officers who werc promot4d (some
over the heads of older office$) in the
latest "regenerasi" of Abri. The word
"regenerasi" refers to the process of
bringing in a nelir generation of leaders,
ard this provides the rationale for Suhar-
to's moves against the other factions.

But rather than grooming successors,
Suharto is trying to ensure his owrl sur-
vival. Promotion of Murdani, a Murtopo
protege. was a way of undermining
Murtopo's faction.
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Suharto also clairns that the reorgan-
isation is I means of reducing waste and
fighting corruption. In a sens€, it is, but
after the latest purge, the only corruption
left to fight is that of his own faction.
That, of course, is out of the question.So
as the economic crisis continues, the
rcgime '.vill have to launch furthet attacks
or the living standards of workeE and
farmen.

As in 1969, Suharto retained the sup-
polt of key military units, but perhaps
more impoltant was the powerful econ-
omic base that the president has built for
himself over the yea$.

This base depends olt close ties ldth a
small gloup of ethnic Chinese business-
men who dominate local capital in Indo-
nesia. These people have been awarded
the building, supply and service contracts
for most major foreign-funded and state-
funded projects. Suharto and his $oup
have set up a string of partne$hips with
these local capitalists aud h&ye, in fact,
become part of the local capitalist class.

Repelita IV is the most open pro-
motion of these intercsts. The role of
local capital has been exalted.

The main way this has been done is

through rcmoval of privileges previously
extended to "pimubi" (native) capita!
ists. Thes€ pdvileges were introduced by
the Suharto rcgime to cool down the sit-
uation during widpspread sntlChinese.
capitalist riots in the 1970s. All along
it was the pooler Chinese who suffered
most. The billionsires rctained Suharto's
protection.

While this alliance has been to Suhar-
to's advantage in the latest pwge, it has
for some time provoked much of the
opposition to his rule.

Anti-impeialist and anti-capitalist sen-
timent in Indonesia is olt€n confused
and mixed in with anti-Chinesechauyinism,
This has its roots in the suppression of
the left, occasional active promotion of
chauvinism by the New Order regime, and
the political origins and present conscious.
ness of many of the leaders of Indonesia's
new opposition.

There are two important fscton shap-
ing the new oppostion. Firstly the left
which glew in the struggle for indepen-
deIIce was effectively smashed in 1965/66.
Hence the pres€nt oppoEition tnces its
roots to elements that once support€d
the New Order regime or which emerged
after the coup. Secondly, there has been
a massive upsurge in workers' struggles in
recent years. To a lesser extent, poor
farmers have also begun to revolt,

Those left winge$ not massacred in
1965/66, were either demoralised or
impdsoned. Some 30,000 ol these
"Tapols" (detaioees) were rcleased in the
25 months up to December 19?9- Acc-
ording to the regime, only a few remain
in detentiou, though just how few is dis-
puted by humsn rights organisations. But
the present lot of the former detainees
does not allow them to become politicaUy
active. They are watched closely, banned
frcm public life and often struggle to
eam a living.

Creat writers amo[g them, such as

BLth of the "new order"

Pancasila was fint formulated by
Sukarno. Its tive tenet"s are belief in god,
humanitariaaism, national unity, justice
and democracy based on consensus and
representation.

The New Order regime uses Pancasila
to legitimise its rule by ideutifying it with
the independence struggle.

The New Order rcgime claims that its
mission is to defe[d Pancasila and the
1945 constitution. One group which
joined the almy in its purge of the left
was called the Patcasila students. Sus-
pectad communists werc attacked as being
"godless".

In recent years, Pancasila has been
pushed like never before. Thete is Pan-
casila industrial relatioos (which means
no strikes), Pancasila as the sote political
ideology for aU political organisations,
and even a Pancasila economic system, of
which Indonesia is the model!

The fundamentsl thrust in all these
cases is denial of class conflict and total
depoliticisation of the masses.

Suhsrto rcserves the right to interpret
Pancasila, and in the last few yeals this
has proved a problem. In 1980. for in-
stance, Suharto declared: "Before the
New Orde! was bom, we saw and sensed
that our national ideology was submerged
by various existing ideologies, whether
it was Marxism, Leninism, communism,
socialism, Marhaenism (11), nationalism
or religion.."

Many Pancasila supporters saw this as
a contmdiction. The last three ideologies
were an effective definition of Pancasila.
Among the opponents of this interpret-
ation was a group of former elit€ polit-
icians around General Nasution. Fifty of
them submitted a protest petitior to the
MPR.

Admiral Sudomo, then head of Kop-
kamtib, branded the Petition of 50 (as it
is commonly called) a "constitutional
coup" and placed the signatories under
24-hour surveillance.

The following yeat, this Boup submit-
ted another petition, this time with 360
signatures. While their actions were those
of a political elite, they helped set the
framework for mass opposition around
the 1982 general elections.

Today the Petition of 50 group is
relatively quiet. But its numbers may
snell with the "rcgeneration" of the
military. One step the Suharto regime
has taken in an attempt to diffuse the

political pot€ntial of the growing num-
bers of "retired" officers is to incrcase
thetu pensions. This might satisfy some
of the lower echelons, but it is of littl€
value to former genenls who have lived
off luclatiye corruption networks for
many yeaE.

Basic class conflicts haYe t€nded to
break out among workets and the un-
employed in the cities rather than in
the countryside in recent yeaB. The
exceptions to this are the independeuce
struggles in East Timor and West Papua.

Indonesian rural society is not subject
to dramatic class differentiations. There
arc few big landlords, and agribusiness is
not an important part of the economy.

Neverthles, landlessnes is a growing
problem due to division of land with each
genemtion and some concentration of
owneEhip nhich accompsnied the New
Order's implementation of the Grcen
Revolution.

This World Bank and IMF-sponsored
campaigu to introduce fertiliser and some
farm machinery creat€d a broad layer of
middle-level farmeE $'ho employed a few
field workers on a seasonal basis.

This slightly better-off peasant layer
received some goyemment-disbuEed
funding and became an important polit.
ical base fqr the Nex, Order. Are&s where
this layer was prcminent witnessed some
of the worst massacres of suspected com-
munists, even up to 1968.

Displaced peasants have tended to
move to the cities in search of work and
it is here that theh gievances have tended
to develop and be exprcssed.

The huge popul8tions of the cities
helps keep Indonesian workels' wages the
lowest in South'East Asia. Yet. 8s

10. Irutde lndoneelo, No. 3, October 1984.
11. Marbaenilb wss SuklrDo's osr ttreory lo!
soclal change, tn ii h€ souSht to leplace ch6s
struggle witl ihe .riu88l€ of aI trre poo!. sutle*
inr and iqhteous.

Indon.tion farmer (D.R. ):U:tb;
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Pramoedya Ananta Toer, have their
\ orks banned. ltey only appear legally
oubide the coutrtry.

The trrms "class struggle" and "imper-
ialism" have been banned for yean. And
now it is even forbidden to rcfer to the
"rich"poor gap", (10)

A few individuals have begur to dis-
cuss socialist ideas, though in guarded lan-
guage. But, in general, the opposition
movements frame their criticism in terms
of immediste demands and/or the state
ideology, " Pancasila".
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alrcady point€d out, this alone is not
a.lways a sufficient factor to attrsct
foteign investment into labour-intensive
industries.

Most existing labour-intensive industry
has developed through govemment-spon-
sored attempts at import substitution.
Car assembly, building matefal manufact-
uring, food processing, cigarette manu.
facturing and some electronics and cloth-
ing manufactudng are about the orlly
major employers other than the public
servi ce.

The economic recession has given rise
to a dramatic rise in labour disputes. The
govemment admits there were 600
"worker cases" ia 1982. The full signific-
ance of this ligure is only realised when it
is revesled that there are near-spontaneous
stdkes and protests. All unions are
"yellow" - compulsory affiliates to the
govemment-coltrolled union federation,
the National Fedention of Labor Otgan-
isations (FBSI). (12)

These struggles ate continuitg despite
brutal supprcssion by the armed forces.

ln March 1983, the former head of
Kopkamtib, Admiral Sudomo took over
the Ministry of Manpower. He immed-
iately announced that his policy was to
maintain a "peaceful" working climate.

To enforce this climatr, Sudomo emp-
loys tech[iques he leamed from Kopkam-
tib, One month after taking office he set
up a Manpower Crisis Maragement
Centre. It makes policy and runs Action
Force Groupr rvhose duty is to "prevent
a disput€ &om spreading and to cope
with the disputr on the spot."

Committees for the Settleme[t of
Labor Disputes, a reform won by workers
in the 1950s are being replaced by indust-
rial courts, and Sudomo has announced
that Collective Labor Ageements are to
be phased out. "This philosophy," he
said. "places workers and employeE in
two conflicting camps, whereas Pallcasila
democracy necessitates wotkers and emp.
loyeE to solve their problems through
consultations rather than demonsha-
tions."

Sudomo went on to urge workels not
to think of themselves as workers! The
Indonesian leIIJ]. "buruh" (worker) is to
be replaced with the term "hatyawan"
(employee) ot "tenogo herjo" (man
power)! In February 1984, Sudomo
made an agrcement with th€ FBSI to ban
all slowdowns and strikes.
by some workers. In June 19&, for
instance, 395 workeE at the PT Beta
Sarana Steel plant ia Tanjung Priok
struck for two days over the company's
refusal to respond to a wage demand.
The same month another 700 worken
went on strkie at an East Jakarta vehicle
assembly plant over the company's ref-
usal to p8y the annual bonus. (13)

The absence of real unions forces
workers to turn to tegal aid bodies and

12. l.or a debll€daccount of workeE,sru8ale!
over the l|!t five yearr !e€ Indonetian Vorkerc
oncl Their Rlsht to Orydnhe, a publicatioa of
the Indon€sl.D Documen!.tion ed Inlormatlon
Centre. Leidea. The Nelherlanal* 19Et witt
annud supplemcrts since ihen.
LA. In.ide Indoneth No. 3. octobe! 19A4.
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EAST TIMOR and WEST PAPUA
lndonesia's wars of occupation

While econornic recesion ond, grouing politicol unrest foce the Sul1{,rto regime
ot home, some 20,000 of its troops ore inuolued in supressing tuo tutional liber-
ation ttruggles in teftitoies forcibly incorporsted into Indonesia

West Papua, officially the province of Irian Java was a paJt of the Dutch East
Indies not telinquished at the time of Indonesia's independence. Sukamo's military
campaign to "liber8ta" the mineral-rich teritory, together with United States
pressure, ended in a UN-backed transfer to Indonesia in 1963. The "act of self-
determination" rcquired under the tems of the takeover was caried out in 1969,
but is widety regard€d as having been farcical.

Since then, the Free Papua Movement (OPM) has waged a political and military
struggle for independence. The OPM estimates that up to 150,000 Papuans have
died in the struggle. The entbe Papuan population is only about one million.

The Papuans are Melanesians and identify with the wave of nationalism now
sweeping the South Pacific, particulady Kanaky (New Caledonia) and Vanuatu. A
mass exodus of some 10,000 Papuan tefugees to neighboudng Papua New Guinea
followed an abortive uprising by the OPM last February.

The refugee situation has created an important political opening for the OPM.
Leaden of the organisation arc concentrating on building intemstional solidafity
and working for ulity of what has previously been a factionalised movement.

The OPM claims the support of close to 9070 of Papuans. This is reinforced by
the overtly chauyinist attitudes of the occupation forces, which consider Papuans
to be "savages".

Guerilla attacks on Indonesian military outposts have take[ place as recently as
last October. Indonesia has some 6,000 troops in West Papua, including some 450
members of Kopassandha, crack "Red Beret" para-commandos.

An important issue is the Suharto regime's policy of "hansmigr8tion". This is a
ltlorld Bank.funded program to resettle Indonesian peasalts ftom highly populated
islands like Java and Bali, in less.populated islands. West Papua has received some
250,000 settlers from Indonesia, mostly under this policy. Papuans fear that they
will become a minodty in their owII lsnd if the program continues.

Although transmigration is usually explained as an attempt to reduce population
pEssures, this flies in the face of the actual results of this progrsm, which has cost
millions of nrpiahs in foreign aid. In the latest Indonesian deyelopment ptan, Rep-
elita IV, it is described as a "vehicle to promote national stability and integration".

Most of the West Papuan transmigation camps have been set up in sreas of
strat€gic importance militarily. Their role is analogous to the Zionist sotdiet-setfler
kibbutzim in occupied Palestine.

So far, in all Indonesia, some 500,000 families have been transmigrsted. Author.
ities plan to resettle 750'800,000 families over the next five yean. There has atso
been talk of extending transmigrstion to East Timor, the other war zone.

Ten yean after some 30,000 Indonesian hoops invaded newly independent East
Timot, a w8r is still raging in this former Portuguese colony.

Fretilin, the moyement that led the independence struggle, is now fighting a
guerilla r&r, particularly in the eastem and central regions. It ties dorrn 16.18,000
Indonesian hoops at present.

From 1977 to 1980, Fretilin suffered seversl major setbacks, as it was defe8ted
in a number of set-piece battles forced on it as it sought to defend liberated zones
with large civilisn populations, Additionally, I numb€r of Fretilin leadeE defected
to the occupation forces.

Frctilir grsdually abandoned most of the populated libented zones snd adopted
guedlla tactics. ThiE change in direction was consolidat€d at I 1981 congres. Since
then Frctilin has succeeded in strengthening its amed units and h8s built an extens-
ive network of sympathisers and clandestine members. The oryanisation is said to
have people in the very top ranks of the pro.Indonesian administntion in East
Timor.

Reports ftom the Catholic Church in the capital, Diti, indicate thst the fighting
co[tinues End thousands of suspected Frctilin supporte$ ale in concentration
camps. Thete ate many rcports of army atrocities, including torture, snd I massacre
of up to 200 villagen in one recent case.

A 1983 ceasefire was sbrogated by the Indonesian regime, which hos pledged to
\i'ipe out Fretilin to the last man and woman. Support for Fretllin is still yery
strong all srcu[d the country.

The United Nations does not recognise Indonesia's claim to East Timor, and
accepts Portuga.l as the legitim8te administ€fing power, but there arc indications
that tie Portuguese govemment is seeking to change this situation, clealing the wEy
for UN recogrition of Indonesia's annexation of the territory.

lntdnational Viewpoint 25 March 1985
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non-govemmental development assoc-
iations. Planr€d anti-stdke Laws will
extend to the private sector the already
existing ban on shiker in part-owned or
fully orned govemment enterpdses.

Shile labour struggles rre s dyDamic
part of the oppo6ition itr Indone8ia,
repression preyents them from being an
open forum for fu[ political disqrssion
and prote6t.

This contdbutes to the fect that potit
ical oppo6ition tend8 to locus on workers'
immediate bosses, the government and
Chinese businesses. To many worken,
imperialism's role in their country is not
immediataly discemable. This politicrl
prcblem i.s exacerbst€d by the lack of
polltical forums open to workels,

Another important part of the oppos-
ition traces its roots to several post 1965/
66 waves of student and youth protests.

It wasn't loDg belore some of the
student BoveBents which joined the
srmy in purghg the left fell foul ol the
New Order trgime.

As early as October 1966, the military
\i,as suppressing its former student allies
with bsyonets and rifle butts. There were
allegations that studetrLs and some young
office$ were plotting to bolste! Sukarno's
position. (While many students were
anticommunist, they Eupported Sukamo,
who they were told was being manipulated
by the communists. This supposedly led
to t}le rcpression and economic crisis of
the early 1960s.)

The followiug year some students took
up the issue of "corruption", taryetting a
number of generals close to Suharto. In
1969 the anti-corruption movement gai[-
ed momentum with publication of the
writer Mocht& Lubis' sedes of articles
entitled "We want to know!" The a$-
icles highlighted shady deals between
several generals and Japanese companies,

In 19?0 the attacks ceutred on Geuenl
Suryo and the evideDce was more than
suffrcient to go to court. Suharto refused
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to act, and the matt4r was settled out of
court.

Some students sttacked Suharto dir.
ectly, expoGing hir link with Chinese
businesses buhong). T\e* allegations
were reflected within the military itselL

The next year a 1007o rise in the price
ol kerosene and a 497o rise in the price ol
petrot sparked off snother studentJed
protest movemenL Demonstrationswere
banned as the country went through it6
first elections since the military takeover,

protesting agEinst Jspsnese inveshlent
and demanding price reductions, En end
to coruption 8nd the ousting of Suharto's
goup of advisers (ASPBI). Riots contin-
ued for the next tf,,o &ys, until the army
moved in with tanhs and troops, killing
11 pmtesters 8nd iniudng many morc.
General Sumitro fell alter this.

The auti-Tanata protests clea y rev-
ealed the twin dynamics of the students'
piotesk of the p€riod. Students were
motivsted by basic demands for justice
but were manipul8ted by factions in the
ruling Eoup.

Three prominent student leaders were
tried 8nd convicted o! subyenion charges,
but rcceived fairly short terms of impris-
onmenl There followed a lull in student
activity.

In 1977, when the next elections werc
held, Golkar won overwhelmingly once
agEin. But student unrest lollowed the
elections and contitrued into 1978. Once
again the protests were against corruption
and repr€scion. The actions centred
around the trlal ol Sawito Kartowlbowo,
t goYemment employee who expoeed
corrupt Suharto f8mily desls around imp
osition ol a lery on all air caryo move-
ments in and out of the country. Proceeds
from the levy went towatds setting up I
cargo airline, Bayu Air, psrtly owned by
the Suh8lto family. Sawito got eight years'
prison for "subvenion"

Studenb again attacked the Suhado
tegime in the approsch to the 1978 pres-
idential election. On January 28, 1978,
the regime struck. All student bodies
were ftozen, some 600 students were ar-
ested and some were tortured. Thirty-
four studelts were selected for trial the
following year.

Since then, most campuses have been
telatively quiet. But many of the yeter.
8ns of tfie vadous wsves of stud€nt revolt
are now working in differcnt Eectors,
organising workers, poor farmers or agitat-
ing in the mosques.

I'he most recent unrest irl Java has
spsrked speculation about a revival of
Islamic militancy in Indonesia. Last Nov-
ember's riots began rhen security officials
forced tleir w8y into a mosque and tore
down posters criticising the govemment.

Several people were killed and mote
were wounded in riots that swept through
Jakarta's depressed port district of Tan-
jung Priok. In the folloring weeks bombs
were exploded in a number of Chinese
owned banks and businesses. At present
a number of people are on trial for these
bombings.

The "Islamic" nature of the recent
protests has also derived from recent
changes forced on the two opposition
parties, the PPP and the PDI.

These were prompted by militant
demonstrations led by the Islamic alti,
ance (PPP) supporters, in the leadup to
the 1982 general elections (which prcdict-
ably were won by Gotkar). Apart flom
the economic recession, these demon-

ts

Anti-lhnekq
prot€sts

The elections were a farce. The de
facto government party was Golkar, form-
ally 8 "functional group" which "united"
all occupational goups (including unions)
8nd commanded the enforced support ot
all govemment employees, militaty and
civili8n. The oppositior was a collection
of small conservative parties, IDtimidation
and fraud were widespread.

In 19?3, the govemment forcibly
rationalised the opposition into two
pa$ies. The United Development Party
(PPP), a forced amalgamation of Islamic
Parties; and the Democratic Party of
Indonesia (PDI), includiug all the rest.
The only effective opposition took the
form of more Etudent-led riot5 against
Chinese business and Japanese invest-
ments .

various factions in the New Order
regime begar orgsnising rival student
groups in the leadup to a January 1974
visit by Japanese hime Minist€r Tanata.
Among those involved were support€rs
of Kopkamtib head, Genersl Sumitro,
and AIi Murtopo's 8genk, who acted as
provocateurs. Chinese busines interests
sought to encourage the students to tum
their frustration against Japanese, mther
than local Chinese, int€rests.

On the day of the visit, thousands of
prot€st€rs marched through the strcets,

Ihe Islamic character
of the opposition
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strations \ erc inspircd by the woddwide
wave of Islamic ndicalism which began
wirh the Iralian revolution in 1979.
Unlike the lranian Shiites, Indonesian
Muslims are mostly Sunnis.

With about 907o of the population at
least nominally Muslim, it is no[ surpris'
ing that Islamic values and ideals have a

major influence on all the mass move.
menls. The i[st-ever mass independence
movement against Dutch rule was the pre-
World War I Serikak Islam. (14)

Aft€r the 1982 elections Suharto ann-
ounced that violence arose because "not
all parties had accepted Pancasila as their
sole political philosophy."

He also attacked the rise of violent
crime in the cities. This was a natural
consequence of the rccession and the
government's austefty drive. But his
solution to both "problems" shocked
many.

In 1983, hundreds of suspect€d c m-
inals would be rounded up nightly by
killer squads, dubbed "mysterious gun-
men." The next day their mutilated
bodies would be discovered in rive6 or
by roads. While the govemment did not
admit rcsponsibility, in rural arcas the
death squads did not trouble to dis'
guise themselves - they were memben
of the police and armed forces.

The obvious intentio[ was to terror-
ise the population and dissidents in par-
ticular, many of whom lvere threatened
and assaulted. Everl membe$ of the elite
Petition of 50 group were assaulted.

The main effect of this death squad
activity was to rally support for the
govemment from the sizeable small-trader
afld petty-capitalist sectols. These people
had suffered most from the cdme wave.

However, the government's plans to
further "reorganise" the opposition part-
ies probably offset any benefit it might
have gained from the death squadactivity,

The rcorganisation forced both the
PDI and the PPP to 8dopt Pancasila as
their sole philosophy. Thus Indonesia
acquired three paties with the same
platform. Their only formal differences
are in their emblems. The PPP rel,ains an
image of the Ka'abah, the Islamic shrine
in Mecca, while the PDI has the wild
buffalo (a symbol with Sukamoist
origins).

At the same time, one of Suharto's
trusted folloli,els was made head of
Golkar, which in tum adopted a more
party-like structurc. It may now become
a tmining ground for New Order cadres.

The end result of these changes has
been to close off the limited legitimate
avenues of political activity. This may
have contributed to the growing import-
ance of mosques as centles for political
activity,

The mosques are effectively the only
places where people can and do gather
and hea! speeches. The army has tried to
conhol this, without much success.
Incidents such as Tardiung Priok only
arouse more protest.

Working class and poor peasant con-
gregations arc led by local preachers. In

additiou, theE are the muballigh, a corps
of itinetant lay preache$. The chairpenon
of this corps is Syafruddin Prawiranegara,
a well-known old€r-geoeration klamic
politician who is known to favour restot-
ation of democratic rights,

The "pesantrcn", Islamic education
celtr€s which opente independently of
the govemmelt, have also been centrcs of
some ferment.

Indonesia may be approaching an
important tuming point. The prcssurc of
the intemational capitalist recession has
forced the military regime to rationalise
itself to the limit. From here on, any
further "savings" and c.ost cutting will
have to be solely at the expeuse of work-
els and peasants lvho arc alresdy the
poorest in the rcgion.

But in the process of rationalising
itself, the New Order regime has alienated
many of its former supporteE. The system
built by Suharto and his financisl and
military supporteB incrcasingly rcsembles
the "crony capitalism" of Ferdinand
Malcos in the Philippines.

A new generation of militants has
emerged since the total destruction of
workels' and peasants' organisations in
1965/66. These militants, together with
disaffected secton of the ruling clsss arc
now challenging the stability of the
regime. To date no group has emerged as
the clear political leadeEhip of this
opposition, and its politics rcmain in flux.

14, "Indonesi.'s Islamic Unie3i,' by Carrnel
Budiardjo. ln6ide Aria, November/December
1944.

Indoneridn rtot Dolice (D.R,)

.,
T'

&
,1"
L "'.itill ;,p.qrr

{

>
;

,

9
\,

!

l ) &lr/ aJ

(
tf

tt' ttI

20 lnt€mattonal Viewpoilt 25 Mech 19a6

a

t



I.JSA

Fanrprs reap a ffier lmrvest

AII across the United Stat6 the lighLs of family farms are going out, and
the streets of the little country towns are deserted. In lg50 there were
5.4 million farms; in 1970 there were less than 3 million. Farmers are
leaving the land at the rate of 270,000 a year, and no end to the exodus is
in sight.
Hayden PERRY

The farmers arc being forced off their
la[d by staggering debts that they cannot
pay. Today American farmers owe 214
bitlion dollars to baoks and othe! credit
institutions. With falling faml prices the
avemge family farmers do not eam
enough to even pay the interest on their
debts.

Small country banks cannot collect on
their loans and are closing the dooE.
Even bigger banks are caught in the wave
of farm barkruptcies. The giant Bank of
America hrs lent 2 billion dollan to farm-
ers. They expect to write off at least 157o
of this as uncollectable.

The family farmer is caught in the con-
tradiction between advancing technology
and the anarchy of capitalist economics.
Faming is not like factory production,
where you shut down an assembly line
when sales drop. When sales and prices
fall, the farmen are inclined to plant
more to maintairl their income.

While the farmen can increase their
production, they cannot iucrease their
domestic sales beyond a certain point.

Meanwhile, productioa on the farm
has fisen year by year as new seeds and
new machines are developed. In 1900 a
farmer could nise enough to feed ten
people. IIt 1963 the average farm prod-
uced enough for thity people; and prod-
uctivity has increased at an even faster
rate in the last twen8 years.

But increased production without a
larger market spells disaster for the
farmer. In the Great Depression farm
pdces fell far below t&e cost ol prod-
uction, and farme$ Iost their land
thtough foreclosures just as they are
doing tod8y.

President Franktin D. Roosevelt carne
to the rcscue of the farme$ by guarantee-
ing them a minimum pdce for their clops,
He did this this either by lending the
farmen money for their erop6, or by
buying them out ght 8nd putting them in
storage. Price.support progams have
been extended by all adminishations for
the last fifty years.

When oil prices shot up in 1973, the
United States decided to push for more
farrn sales overseas. Banken recycled
OPEC dollan into loans to Third World

countries so they could buy more from
the US. This strategy succeeded as farm
exports rose from 8 billion dollars in
1970 to 43.8 billion dollan in 1981.
Farm prices rose, and there $erc promises
of big profits to be made in farming.

With risirg farm pices the cost of
farmland also rose, but this did not stop
the farmers buying more. The govem-
ment urged them to expand production
to till foteign orders. Banken, flush trith
OPEC deposits, were eager to lend faEl-
ers money at l2Vo intercst. Almost a dec-
ade of seeming prosperity hit the farm
belt.

ing their fiops. This is the problem of
about 300,000 farmen. They are the
Eiddle.sized operators who expanded in
the boom years Unlcss they get help,
most of tieDo will be out of business
this year or next.

The help they have been getting from
the Resgan administmtion is obviousty
not helping the family farmer. One reason
is that the bulk of the benelits go to the
few big agdbusinesses that fslm thousands
of acres and produce ctops worth millions
of dollars. Fifteen giant sup€!-farms got
23 million dollars in falm benelits in
1983. The family farmers, who divenify
their qops, get only I small payment on
part of their production,

Therc is a conflict between the family
farmer and agdbusiness. The family
farmers want high pices for their prod-
ucts and are willing to limit their produc'
tion to get it. The agribusiness farmer is
morc int€rested in the world market, and
sees l,he need for a competitive price.
They are les willing to cut production to
keep prices up.

Farm intrrests who definitely do not
want to see cutbscks in production arc
the farm equipment salespeople, the fert-
ilizer iltercsts, aod the dea]els in grain
and other crops like the giant Caqill Cor'
poration.

Legislatorc with urban constituencies
question the wisdom of spending 10'20
billion dollaE a year to keep farm prices
up, Reagan, who listens to big-business,
has come down on the side ofagibusiness
and its industrial associates.

The new Reagan budget proposes to
gradually lower and eliminate price-sup-
poil payments and let market forces
operate freely. This is like throwing the
drowning farmer a rock,

Farm prices will drop, but it may not
guarantee increased sales abroad. The
highly protective European Common
Market will resist fufther competition,
and the less developed countdes are try-
ing to build up their own fams. Mean-
while more American farmerc will be
forced into bankruptcy,

The distressed farmers are reacting in
the way their parents did in the Great
Depression. They are taking to the
country roads with their tlactoE and
driving to state capitsls and to Washing-
ton. Their most immediate demand is
a halt to foreclosures.

In Minnesota they are asking for a
120-day moratorium to be leoewed
eyery three montis until prices give the
farmer the cost of production plus
L57", They also wsnt an emergelcy loan
program to buy seed for spring planting
and a one-year moratorium on debts to
equipment dealers and othe! crediton.
At other farm rallies there are calls for
raising pdce supports and halting the
sprcad of corponte farming.

Some people question the wisdom of
trying to save these distressed farmers.
The family fatm is going the way of the
holse-dmwn plow, they say, But the
Amefican farme! is the most efficient

21

The growth
of agribusiness

Then iu 1982 the bubble bunt. Many
debtor countries became insolveat. They
had to cut their imports just to pay the
iuterest on theh foreign debts. At the
same time the dollff rose in value, making
American products more expensive on
the foreign market, As a result farm
exports fell from 43.3 billion dollars in
1981 to 36.1 billion dollan in 1983.

Do\rn on the farm the effect was dev-
astating. Crop prices fell and the farmen'
income slid ftom 186 billion dollars in
1979 to 139 billion dollars in 1983.
Land values dropped, ieflecting the drop
in farm prices. The farme6' net worth
has dropped but their debts have soared.
Ag$egate farm debt was 50 billion dolla$
in 1970. Today it is 214 billion dollars.
The yearly interest on this debt amounb
to 20 billion doUars.

Farmers' debts are high for two reasons:
high-p ced land and high"priced machin-
ery, Farming today is as capital intensive
as many facto es. A 400-acre farm may
be valued at 500,000 dollan, but the
farmer may clear as little as 10,000 dol-
ars when all the expenses 8re paid. At
today's prices m8[y famers are operating
at a loss.

This iE where the crunch is coming at
the country banks. Even the most warm-
hearted banker will tum down a famer if
they see no chance of repayment. \{hen
farmers owe surns equal to 4Va of. the
lalue of their farms, they have to pay
more in interest than they get from sell-
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producer of food in the world.
The best of them farm with the long

view in mind, conserving the soil and
maintaining its fertility for seasons to
come. Agribusiness exploits the soil for
short-term profits, leaving it less product-
ive or eroded, then moving o[ to exploit
morc clopland, often oveEeas.

The family farmeE' immediate finan-
cial plight must be relieved by halting
foreclosures, by guanlteeing them at
least the cost of ptoduction. Govemment
aid must be concentrated on the small
farmer and the truly impoverished part-
time farme$ who number neady two
million. No more million-dollar payolfs
to agribusiless. Fsrm production must
be planned to match market demand at
home and the needs of hungry people
ovelseas.

The small fsrmer's nstural ally in the
struggle for an effective farm proEam is
the American worker, Both are exploited
by the food conglomerates who squeeze
the fatmer at one end and the consumer
at the other. The wheat farmer gets only
117o out of a one dollar loaf of bread.
Consumers suffer far more from profit-
eefing by gocery chains than by a rise
in the p ces paid to the farmer.

Farmers should get their message to
otganized labor and to consumer groups.
Already many unions have joined the
farmen in rallies and protest actions
across the country. Together with
millions of allies in the cities, the embat-
tled farmers can hammer out a program
that will benefit the resl produceE in
the mines, mills and on the farms - the
working people and the working farmers,
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Vsit of l.IS warshb bbcked

A naval training exercise between the ANZUS powers - Australia, New
Zedand, and the United States - has been cancelled following the with-
drawal of the United States. The exercise, Sea Eagle 1985, had been
scheduled to take place off the southeast coast of Aushalia in March.
Neil JARDEN

The Pentagon has also arnounced thst
it will conduct its [ext Pacilic region tests
of the MX missile without using bases in
Australia. The move followed the ann-
ouncement by Australia's Labot Party
premier Robert Hawke thst antinuclear
sentiment in the psrty would force him
to reve$e a priot agreement to allow use
of the b8ses.

The US govemment's withdrawal from
the ANZUS naval training exercise fol.
lowed the refusal of the Labour govem"
ment in New Zexland to sllow a port
visit by a US warship the USS Buclunart
The Labour govemment which is based
on New Zealand's union and was elected
last July, has said it wiU no longer allow
nuclear.armed vessels to visit New ZealEnd
ports.

The government's stand has wide pop-
ular support among working people in
New Zealand. There has been an ever
deepening opposition to visits by US
nucleat-armed wanhips since they werc
rcsumed in the mid-1970s under the
pEvious National PErty government of
Robeft Muldoon. The Nstion8l Party is
New Zealand's main capitalist party.

Opposition to the entry of nuclear-
armed vessels has been expressed in pro-
tests by waterfront unions and other
workeE against such visits, and by strcet
demonstrations involving tens of thou-
sands of people. The main union feder.
ation, many individual unions, and
successive Labour Party conferences have
adopted policies opposing the visits and
cslling for New Zealand's withdrawal
from the Anzus alliance.

In addition, throughout the Pacific
the past decade has seen a gtowing move-
m€nt of the indigenous people of the
region for the Pacific to be nuclear-free.
It is in this region that are found most of
the world's victims of nuclear weapons -
from those who had atomic bombs drop-
ped on them at Hiroshima and Nagasaki
to the people of the iadous Pacific islands
and the aboriginal people of Australia,
who have suffercd the effects of US,
French, and British nuclear weapons
testing.

The stand taken by the New Zealand
Labour govemment reflects the pressure
of this sentiment, For example, in 1983,
when Labour was in opposition, party
leader David Lange, now New Zealand's

prime minister, attempt€d to have
Labour's antinuclesr policy oveftumed.
This move was forcibly blocked by oppo-
sition from the party's ranks End by the
unions-

Since Iabour came to office, peace
organizstions in Nev Zealand have
mounted an extensiw crmpaign to pEss-
ure t}le new govemment to Esintein an
sntinuclesr stsrd. While seeking to
accommodate this pressure, Irbour's
officisls heye Epertedly stressed their
continuing poliucd rDd Eilit ry coB-
mitment to the "Westen Allirnc"" and
to the ANZUS pret.

No fundamental change
in imperialim's policy

ANZUS is 8 militry rlliance, signed
in 1951, thet wss sought rith the United
StEtes by New Zerlmd's rnd Austr8liE's
imperialist rulera as a rcsult of the Eplsce.
ment of Britain's world milit&ry predom.
inancr by that of the United States
following World War Tro.

From the beginning ANZUS has been
an imperialist pact, simed primadly
against the Soviet Union (plus Chin8,
Vietnam, and other eme.ging workets'
states) and against the nEtionEl liberEtion
struggles of colonised peoples in the
Pacific and Southeast Asia.

It is one of more than 100 military
and intelligence treaties that link New
Zealand, Australis and the United States
(as well as Britsin and CanEda), and
reflects the common interests that unite
the capitalist ruling classes of these
countries economically, politically and
militarily.

New Zealand's special role under
ANZUS is policing the colonial island
natio[s of the South Pacific. In letum,
New Zealand imperialism receives a range
of special privileges ftom Washington -from favolitism in trade to military
equipment and assistance,

This is an arrangement that New Zeal-
and's rulers do not want to give away
Iightly - especially as policing the South
Pacific, for them, is not a burden, but
something that enables them to secute
there own economic domination over the
region.

From the time of its preparation ill the
1940s (under a previous Labour govern-
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ment) till tod8y, ANZUS has received full
support from both the National Party 8nd
the reformist leadeEhip of the Lsbour
Party.

The Labour govemment's refusal to
allow the USS Buchonon to visit New
Zealard tepresents no fundamental
change in this imperi8list foreign policy.
Pdor to declining the ptoposed visit of
lhe USS Buclunan, Dsvid Lange hsd
requested the US govemmelt to send an
slt4rnative vessel, 8 frigate, thst Lsnge
ctaimed had not yet been ntted with
nuclear weapons. Such a visit, he s8id,
would allo\r his govemment to demon-
strate its "continuing and deeply felt
commitment to the ANZUS alliance and
their desire to work in tlle closest coop€r-
ation $,ith their Eeaty partnels.

Lange described the subsequent cancel-
lation of the Sea Eagle naval maneuveE as

"regrettable". New Zesland's wa$hips
have been conducting such training exer-
cises in the Pacific and elsewhere for ovel
twenty yea6 with the US and othel
nuclear-armed vessels,

In 19E5 alone, New Zealand's armed
forces are scheduled to take part in 22
army, sir 8nd nav8l trsining exercises with
the Pentagon, Etrny of them involving
BUClear weapons.

It is this close mllitary partner5hip,
and the int2grated character of the
ANZUS forces in the Pacific rcgion, thst
mates New Zealand itself a de facto
nucleat Poser.

This was illustrEted by rccent r€vel-
ations surroundiDg the sinking of the
Argentine Ya]s,hlp Generol BeW@o
during the British war to hold on to its
colony of the Malvinas. The Btitish n8vy,
ibelf nuclear amred, rclied on signsls

from New Zealand's military radio systems
for much of its south Atlantic n8vigation
during the war.

The past decade has seen a major in-
crease in the US military presence in the
Pacific. This has been justified by propa-
g8nd8 claiEing an "expanding Soviet
presenee" in the region. In actual fact,
the Soviet Union has no military bases in
the Pacific oukide its own territory. In
contrast, Washingto! is reported to have
51? military bases and installations of
ystious kinds in the region outside its
own mainland.

The imperialist mititary build.up in the
Pacific has been fulty supported by both
the National and Labour govemments in
Nery Zealand. Nex, Zealard itsetf has
established a rspid deployment force in
Pacific Island "trouble spots."

In fact, the whole New Zealand
military is structured, equipped and tnin-
ed to participate in Vietnam.style counter-
rcvolutionary wars abroad, and it has
been used in this role iu successive wals
in Korea, Malaysis, Indonesia and Viet-
nam.

Nev Zealand's forces todsy serve with
the UN Bultinatioual folce currently
ststioned in the Sinai desert. The New
Zealand govemment proyides aid to the
right-wing gue llas attacking Kampuchea
ftom Thailand. It is increasing ib military
ties with the Marcos dictatorship in the
Philippines. And it maiutains ib ovn
1,ooGstrong milit$y base in Singapore.

In its fi$t budget, last Noyember, the
Labour Party goyernEent incEased mili.
taly spending by 1570, while cutting
spending in social welfare and almost all
other are8s.

During the rcc€nt upsurge in New
Caledonia, Innge has said not I word
in support of the Kanat people, but
instead h8s backed the Frcnch govem-
ment. And his govemment h8s refused
to oppose the escalsting US.ted war
against the worken amd fsimeE of
Nicaragua.

The csncellstion of Sea Eagle 1985 has
locused much media attettion on the
New Zealand govemment and its forcign
policy. Davld Iange's refussl of port
enfy to the IISS Euchozor has been
hailed by leaden of the peace movement
in New Zealand and intemationelly 8s e
"courageous blow for world peace,"

An editorial published in the February
15 issue of the Nes Zestand nerf,spaper
Socialist Action, which refleck the vieyrs
of the Socialist Action Lesgue, puts for-
ward I diffetent view. It s8ys: "The only
way working people can achieve peace is
to fight against imperislist war pollcy,
which means, fl$t and foreEo8t, the
imperialist war policies of their own
govemment.

"It means demanding New Zealand
troops out of Singapore; support for the
Kanak people's struggle in New CEledonia;
no support for the US govemment's rrsr
against the people of Central America; no
support for the British in the Malvinas;
&eedom for East Timot and West Papua;
real aid without stdngE sttached to VEn-
uata, Fiji, Samoa and other Pacific and
Third World nstions: and so on."

For people here, this means "demand-
ing sn end to New Zealsnd'6 psrticipation
in ANZUS and 8ll other impedslist mili-
tsry allisnces, including all secrct military
8nd intelligence tleaties." I
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South Aftican women resist
apartheid's trble oppress'ron

Finally, the Group AEas Act and the
Urbsn Areas Act, by eliminating the right
of any but whites to own ploperty, by
dictating that people of each racial group
must live in sepante communities, and by
prohibiting most Blacks from living in
urban areas, created the Yicious and
inhuman circle in which Black South
Africans are ttapped today.

In this dehumanizing system, all
suffer. But the women underyo a triple
opprcssion. Beyond the subiection to
ssvsge white racism and to exploitation
as worken (one out of every three Black
x,orkels in South Africa is a woman),
women suffer specisl discriminatioo.

They are denied even the limited
legal righh of South Aftican men. The
South African Bantu Administration Act
No 38, of 192?, as amended, reads: "...a
Bantu (South Aftican Black) \floman who
is a partner in a customary union and
who is living with a husband, shall be
deemed to be I minor and her husbsnd
shall be deemed to be het guardian."

Under the Urban Areas Act, the onlY
people petmitted to live in the ulban
areas are those who can prove either
that they were bom there, that they have
lived there for 15 ye8rs, or that they have
worked for the same employer for ten
yean. The cruelest effect of this act has

been the near.total destruction of family
life in South Aftica.

Most u,omen cannot live or work in
the urban areas where their husbands ate
employed. Either they are exiled in the
"homelands", wherc they bear the com-
plete responsibitity for bringing up the
chitdren and see their husbands only
once a year. Or, since families cannot
survive on the wages paid to male work-
ers, the women must go to work in the
most menial and woEt.paying jobs. With
no childcare available, children must be
sent to live with friends or relatives in the
bantustans. And the separation of the
family is complete.

Most Black women can find jobs only
in domestic service or a$iculture, although
the number of women in industry has
grown in recent years as they are b€iDg
used to replsce men at lower wages. Of
the 1?5,000 (1981 statistics) female
memben of the Trsde Union Congres of
South Africa, the vast maioriw work in
the garment industry, where in 19?9,
they werc paid one-fifth less than the
minimum wage.

The Gsrm-ent Workers' Union, how'
ever, which is female dominated and led,

The recent wave of arests ir South A.frica, beginning on February 16, are
clearly aimed at dismaniling the leadership apparatus of the United Demo-
cratii F;ont (UDF) which is growing in strength and influence. Among
the 18 leading memben arrested, six will be charged with high treason ( an
offence puniihaLie by the death penalty). One of the sk is Ms Albertina
Sisulu, one of three chairpersons of the UDF. Ms Sisulu's husband is a
Ieader of the African National Congress (ANC) currently serving life
imprisonment. The role of Ms Sisulu and other women like her shows the
Sowing participation of women within the fight against apartheid and the
especia-llj diffi;ult conditions under which, for them as women, this is
conducted,
Nancy GRUBER Under the pemicious apartheid plan,

Thandi Modise has been in prison in the huge msioity ofsouth Africans must
South Africa since October 19?9. The live in these arcas that compdse only 1370

21-year-old gue tla fighter was accused of the Iand surface or the country, n'hile
of 

-propagating the aims of a banned the remaining 877o is controlled by the
organization, the Aftican Nstional Con- 4.6 million whites'
gres (ANC); of possessing " lnij,iiffi 

Aparthei<l has been conshucted on agun and explosives; and of cons
to commit arson and saUotage. srri wai series of laws 

-enacted^by 
the Nationalist

sentenced to an eisht yearlurm ,,i* g;';*f."il lf"^i,]!t ,ffli"ffi"otlrlthe Terro sm Act.
Thsndi was tive months pregnant followed by !he,IT1?r-al-.ity 

Act' which

when she \f,as arested. Dudng de1"""i1io maae *y .::Il"l .co-Dtact 
between two

she was rcpeatedly ueaten, oeniui'iil- peoph of dif.f."T'l f::t,," felonv The

natal care, and kept in sotitary co-nime- P*g,Ej'3!i91,tct ended Black acces

ment. At the time or r,", r"nt"n"ins to white universities' 'The Population

in November 1980, her uauv arrgr,i"i ryq::Tlli.tl Act-required^the registration

was eight months old. ol all soutn Alncans by race'

Mamphela Ramphele was placed under
a banning order in Apil 1977, after
having been arrested and detained for 139
days under the Intemal Security Act. Dr
Ramphele, at the age of 2?, was a leader
in the developEent of medical facilities
altemative to those available under apart-
heid. At the time of het arest she was
supednte[dent of the Zanempilo Hea.lth
Centre near King Willisms Town. The
center had been est8blished to provide
essential health services to ruml areas of
the Ciskei b8[tusan.

Mamphela worked with the Zimele
Trust to aid released political prisoneE
and collaborated rvith Steve Biko, the
young Black nationalist who was killed
in detention in September 197?. This,
in addition to her humanitarian work in
the clinic itself, brought down the wrath
of the South African govemment.

In April 1977 she was banished to
Lenyenye township, 8 remote village
over 600 miles from King Williams Town.
Under her banning order she may not
leave it even to visit two medical out-
stations in the countryside or to take
patients to the hospital in nearby Tzaneen.

Yet she continues with her medical
work among the most oppressed of the
Aftican population - those who have
been forcibly tlansported to the bantu-
stans, the so-called "homelands" for
21 million Blacks.

A
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has long been in the foEfront of the
struggle for racial equality within the
union. As long ago as 1944. the union
won a Suprcme Cou ruling that meant
that Black $/omen were entitled to the
same wages and conditions as whites
wolking in the industry.

The Ttade Union CongEss has also
been working to improve the lot of
women worken, calling for an end to
discdmitatory s,age rates, for maternity
leaYes, and for childcare centen.

Although Thandi Modise and Mamphela
Ramphete are representatiye of a new
strain of actiyism a$ong the women of
South Africa, they have inherited a
struggle \a,hich began more than seventy
yea$ ago. In 1913 a group of women
launched a massive anti-apartheid
demonstmtion that served as the model
for later demonstrations.

Five yea6 later with the help of the
African National Congress, the Bantu
Women's League was founded and then
replaced in 1936 by the National Council
for African Women. In 1943 the ANC
Women's League was established with the
goal of educating and mobilizing women
of 8ll racial groups into the struggle.

The Federation of South African
Women was created in 1954 out of the
Women's League and other smaller orgau-
izations, with the statedaim of "struggling
for removal of all laws, regulatious, con-
ventions and customs that disc minate
against us as women."

Then on August 9, 1956, the spirit of
rcsistance among Black South African
women erupted in a demonstration -
20,000 strong - of women from all over
South Aftica. The national march was
organized to prctest the extension to
women of the hated pass laws. These
laws require all Aftican men to carry an
identification document at all times and
to produce it on demand, on pain of
aEest.

The women converged on the govem-
ment buildings in Pretoria, demanding to
see the pdme minister. Hundreds of
thousands of signatures on petitions were
left in his office. After a silent vigil of
thirty Drinutcs, the n'omen's voices
resounded through the city in an old Zulu
refrain: "Now you haYe touched the
women, you have struck a rock, you
have distodged a boulder, you will be
crushed."

The valiant resistance of the South
African womeu has grown since that
August I (the tlay now celebrated as

South African Women's Day), despite
continuing impriionments and banning!.
In 1981 at teast 15 women political
pdsonels wele known to be 8erving
sentencB, They are subiected to harsh
treatment, solltaly conflnement, censor-
ship of all readlng mat€ri8l8 - complete
isolstion ftom the outside world snd
each other.

In the hce of ruch ruthless repr€ssion,
however, the raised clenched li8t8 of the
women and their cry ot "Amandla"
(Power) is chsnging the South African
politicsl landscape. I
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l-,ath American women
rneet h Havana

Over 350 women representing 101 women's organisations met in Harana
last November to assess the progress toward equality drning the United
Nations (UN) decade of womeu. The women came ftom 39 different
countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. They *"6s an analJ6is
of the obstacles fot women which still rcmain and drew up plans for the
futue in the region. this meeting came in advance of a regional meet-
ing of governments to prepare the worldwide Nairobi conference, taking
place in July.

Socoro RAMIREZ

The representative from CEPAL (the
Latin American economic studies urit),
Vivian Motta, stressed that the decade of
women was winding up in the context of
an economic crisis that has also affected
the Third World. She ststed that the
crisis has hit women morc than any other
section of the population, producing a
deterioration in the living conditions of a
major proportion. She pointed to the
gains already made in the last ten yeals in
$,hich a thorough analysis of women's
position had been made and which wit'
nessed an increase in tlle participation of
$,omen in social, political and altemative
moveme[ts, such as the women's move-
ment. Awareness and solidarity had also
been strengthened. And certain legal
advances had been obtained, as well as an
increase in the activity of not-govem-
mental organisations.

The meeting agreed to make Reagan's
inauguration day, a day of mouming and
of Latin American unity, with women
marching in black against the continuiing
policy of imperialist ag$ession. It also
agreed to mark Iatemational Women's
Day on March 8 with the creation of the
'Intemational Women's Front' against US
intervention and 'to build a wall of
strength and loye through siste$ weeping
together to try to Geate a barrier of
women to stop the threat to peace in
Centlal Ame ca.'

Progress towards women's equality has
norv become unstoppable. In 1978,
only 14 countdes had ntilied the Con-
vention of the Elimination of All Forms
of DisciDination sgsinst Women. (1) By
1984, only Paraguay and a few Cadbbean
counHes had lailed to rati$. However,
this has not necessarily re8ulted, in the
maiority of countdes, in the adoptlon of
the necessary me8sures.

The annual report ol the Intemational
Developnent Bank (IDB) in 1982 sbows
that the Gro6s Nstlonal Product of 25
countrles in the re$on has declined by
more than BVo, Pet czpita income had
gone down by liVo in counhies such as

Argentina, Bolivia, Chite, Costa Rica, El
Salvador, Guyana and Uruguay. The

extemal debt of the region has surpassed
the 350 million dollar mark. More than
two thirds of new loans haye to be giyen
over solely to the payment of this debt
which increases because of atbitrary rises
in interest rates,

A further obstacle in the way of pos.
itive gains in the last teu yea$ is the
existence of dictator'lal regimes which
have systematically violat€d human rights.
Arms'spending accounted for 600 mil.
lion dollan in 1982.

Women are only 2070 of the economic-
ally active population, except in Cuba
tr,herc tlrey are 38.9% (in Havana 44.97o
of women are looking for work for the
fi$t time). Iu the region, womeu a!]e
stiU largely concentrated in the textile
and light indushies, iu the seryice indust-
des and in the home work sector and as
street vendors.

In the countryside romen represent
l77o of lhe workforce, and 247o in Cuba.
Of course, unpaid work done by women
on the family plot is not included in these
figures. In Chite and Uruguay unemptoy-
ment is morc l,han 30Vo, in Jamaica it is
2'IVo atd in Patana,14.27o.

Convention No 100 of the Inter-
national Labour Organisstion (ILO) on
equal pay has now been ratified by 15
countries, but in the majoriw of them
huge wage differentials still exist, aggra.
vated by the leser trained skills of the
female worLforce. lte l[orld Health
Organlsation says tiat in the Caribbean,
4070 of women are heads of householde,
in Psragusy, 377o, and Uruguay 20.9%, a
situation resultlng elthsr from sctusl
sepsration, from husband's smigratlon or
ftom dese*lon. Both ths multl.nstlon.
als and the maqulMomc (2) opente a
system of supet exploltatlon ol women
and the famlly. The pollcles ot the Inter.
.national Monetary Fund (IMF) also have

1. The Conventlon o! the EllEtnatton ol aI
FolEs of Discd! ratior wa! laurcb€d by the
United Natio ia 1979. S€e Internotiondl
Vieupornt, No. 70. February 25, 1984.
2, Maquihd.or€o ar. ractorle3 which luncdon
a! subsidiarles ol US bi3ed colDolations. They
deal ir one s![all pa.rt oI the productioa ploce3s
whtch clve8 them g€ater flexiblUty. Most ot
the workers tl these factolies are wom€tr and
because of tb€ metbod of producdoo th€y are
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unfavourable consequences on the emp-
loyment of women in the public and
private sectoE and for the living con-
ditions of people in these countdes.

In relation to tmde union activity,
there has been no greater involvement
of women because of a lack of means of
overcoming the contndictions in their
situation as mothers and as worken; be-
cause of poor matemity and childcare
provision and the incleasingly difficult
conditions under which women have to
manage the household. Through deduc-
tions ftom their wages, women worken
p8y for matemity leave, but they are
obliged to officially hand in their resig-
nation at the start of the leave which the
employen can always accept at their
convenience. Women lrrorken are also
obliged to undergo udne tests in otder
to ascertain whether they are pregnant.

We must vi,ork for the establishment of
health programmes for women at all
stages of their lives and in all circumstan"
ces. It is also necessary to taise demands
around s€xuality which is vital to the
physical, psychological and social well-
being of all women and men, in the
framework of equality of the sexes. We
are for a sexuality free flom the ideology
of womeo as sexual objects open to ex-
ploitation, submission and violence. We
ate for women's control over their own
bodies, over hoq, many children they
have and when, as well as fot more
liberal laws for termiDating a pregnancy
when it is unwanted.

Because of the traditional division of
labour and because of the mobility of the
male workforce, part of the ag cultural
work falls on women who usually take
part in every stage of the production
cycle, itcluding planting, haryest and
tending the animals. They carry the
major responsibility for work on the
family plots and for care of the domestic
animals, raising pigs, tending cattle, and
milk production. But this work is not
recognised or remunemted because the
middling peasants are the sol€ owners of
the land and as heads of the family the
men ale responsible for all transactions.
So however much peasant women may
need loans or training they cannot get
them because the title-holdeE are men,
even in the situation where a woman is
the de facto head of a household.

On tle large latifundias, women's
tempomry work is given the minimum
remuneration without any kind of social
provision. It is vital to guanntee to
women as well as men, the redistibution
of the productive resources under theit
control, along with the estabtishment
of special tmining plogrammes for
women.

Fotty-four million Latin American and
Caribbean people, 25 million of them
women, are illitemte. The insufficient

resourcing by the state of education and
social training. combined with the disper'
sal of the population and the early in-
clusion of women in agricultural work,
mean that women find themselves outside
of the educational process.

Although the trend is to$,ard equal
numbers of boys and girls entering
primary school, it is also true that ryomen
tend to leave school before reaching the
higher grades.

The number of women in higher
education has slowly gone up, with a con-
centration on careers in the arts, letters
and teaching. Because of poor scheduling
and poor materials only 35 out of every
hundred taking part in adult education
are {romen.

on all levels, education must be
oiented in accordance with profesional
criteda and not sex stereotypes. It $,ill
be necessary to revise educatio[al methods
in order to present a more positive image
of women that will make it easier to
change attitudes. The women's organ-
isations should promote informal educ-
ational actiyities aimed to inform $,omen
about their rights and make them aware
of what opportunities exist to become
fully integrated into sociew.

They should also conduct study plans
and progmmmes involving sex educ-
ation.

Other problems facing women are the
lack of adequate housing, poor sanitsry
conditions, hunger, the inadequate med.
ical 8nd hospital facilities avaitable to 100
million Latin Americans, poo! diet, and
the anaemia related to dietary defrciencies.

Every year more than a million chil-
dren under the age of five die in Latin
ADerica and the Caribbean, and morc
than 40 million suffer damage. Accord-
ing to UNICEF, most of these deaths
stem from avoidable causes, such as ignor-
ance of the elementary notiots of hy-
giene, nutrition, or the lack of safe drink-
ing water. The detefiomtion in living
conditions have led to alcoholism, drug
abus€, and vagancy, as well as to crimes
such as child prostitution. There are 30
million abandoned children.

The media are being used to reinforce
ideas of white supremacy to the detri-
mert of Blacks, Indians and mestizos,
who are shown in "quaint" folk settings.
Women are portrayed as passive consum-
ers with no thought of looking for alter-
native solutions.

Attitudes, prejudices and conceptions
tiat reflect a decadent image of women,
which isolate women from society, per-
petuate the tradition of female submiss-
ivenes and inferiodty, and bloek poss-
ibilities for penonal and collective devel-
opment are being reinforced.

In their programmes, the media should
maintain a rcspectful image of women,
put a rein on wasteful consumerism, viol-
ence and pomography, and stimuli to
egotistic individualism. They should sup-
port efforts to advance a new approach
in mass communication and altemative
forms according to the majority of
participarts in the meeting.

EGYPI Hend
EgUUirr sockfsb

On January 21, the Egyptian police
staged a series of aEests. thfuty pe$ons
were taken in. Eleven were accused of
belonging to the Egyptian Communist
Party-Con$ess Faction (a left split from
the Egyptian CP) and 19 of membenhip
in a "Tlotskyist Commuuist Organ-
isation."

According to reports by Associated
Press and Agence France-Prese, as well
as by the Egyptian daily Al Ahrom of
Jantary 22 - 28, the penons arrested, in-
cluding one u/oman, were a doctor, a
joumalist, I phamacist, a t€acher, a
translator, two lawyers. three engineeE,
six govemment employees and seven
students.

These thtty persons isited were charged
$,ith "belonging to secret armed Com'
muuist organisations." And $'ere to
be tried in the State Security Court.
The prosecution was derranding sent-
ences of 15 yea6 iD prison at hard labor
on the basis of charges such as possession

of pamphlets that "incited people to
rebel and demonstrate against the rcgime'
and criticised religion,"

The penons sEested haye just been
released, but it is not yet clea|i,rhether
the government intends to go ahead with
the prosecution. Indeed, this case seems
to illustrate well both the systematic rep-
ression against the revolutionary left by
lhe Egyptian regime and its present need
to try to maintain a democmtic face. In
theEe conditions, intemational protests
against instances of political repression
carl be very important. t

SYRA Flspports
Sfim sochnsts

The Twelfth Wortd Congress of the
Fourth Intemational affirms its fratemal
solidarity with the stmggles of the com-
rades of the Communist Action P8rty in
Syria agsinst the brutal dictatorship of
Hafez El-Assoud. The congress par-
ticularly affilms it"s solidarity x'ith the
170 comrades h€ld in the dtctatorship's
prisons on sccusstion of belonging to
the CAP. The Fourth Intemational
undertakes to continue and st€p up its
strude for the release of these com.
rades. I
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\{omen's work
not recognised



AROUND THE WORLD

Y. SAKAI

Facing the threat of physical attacks
from the degenerated far-left Chukaku
(1), the Revolutionary Communist
League, Japanese section of the Fourti
Intemational, held its I$elfth Congess
in September. Morc than forty delegates,
elected by the local units, membe$ of
the out-going Central Committee and
Control Commission, and teprcsentatives
of the Communist Youth League attend'
ed.

The congress took place when the
Japanese working-class moYement s'as
passing I historic tuming point. In 1983'
84, the left reformist leade$hips that
dominated the worken' movement in the
1950s and 1960s, rcplesented bY the
union confederation Sohyo and tbe left
Sociat Democratic Socialist Party, finally
reached a dead end, An outright pro'
impeialist and procapitatist rightwing
curent, entEnched in the big factories
and enterpris€s of t}te private sector got I
clear upper hand in tlte trade-union move'
ment as a whole, compelling t&e parlis'
mentary SP to make a maior fight tum
toward pro-imperialist coalitionist politics.
The situatiou of the left independent cur'
rcnts and groups in the tEde-union move-
ment has become extremely difficult.

This shift in the situation in the work-
ing class moyeme[t obllged the Japanese
section to IIEke a deepgoing reevaluation
of the nsture 8nd specisl features of the
Japanese working-clas movement of the
1950s and 1960s. This discussion devel'
oped in the Centnl Committee and in the
section as a whole over 1983-1984. By
nec€ssity, it reut hand in hand with an
assessment of the odentations and
activities of the section in the 1970s and
early 1980s, The nationsl congess rnark-
ed the culmination of these discussions.
In addition, in the prtcon$ess period,
the Central Committee introduced a dis-
cussion on the intemational situation and
the problems of the yorld revolution to-
day.

The congres adopted a resolution on
the int€mationsl situation, characterizing
the present sisis of intemstional capital-
ism 8s a long-term, histodc, structural
crisis, The resolution also characterized
the cuEent situation in the worken'

states as marking a histodc impasse of the
whole postwsr deyelopment of the Sov-
iet Unior and of SinoSoviet relations. It
pointed out thEt the crises of internstion.
al imperialism and of t}Ie workers'states
arr motre and more combined on the
s,orld scale.

At the same time, despit€ the advance
of t}le Centlal American revolution and
the new rise of the Latin-American work-
ers' and peasants' sbuggles, the poshrar
structurcs ol the mass worken' move-
ments iu the imperislist countries and the
postwar colonisl revolution have also
reached a historic iEpasse, The mass
worke6' movement in the imperialist
counhies and the colonial revolution have
entered a qualit{tively new stage of a
process of decomposition-recomposition.

The balance-she€t report rsas com-
posed of two parts. The frst was s bal-
ance sheet of the evolution of the work-
ers' states, the mass workers' movements
in the imperialist countries and of the co-
lonial reyolution since the Second World
W8r. The second part was a balance sheet
of our assessments of tie Japanese mass
workerr' movement and our politicsl or-
ientations throughout the 19?0s and
early 1980s. The report concluded tllat
the Japanese rection had been profoundly
and consist€ntly spontaneist in its evalua-
tion of the situation in the working class
8nd in its political otientatio$ thtough-
out that period and the section h8d fsil-
ed from the end ofthe 1960r snd though-
out the 1970s to build itself as a genuine-
ly independent communist proletariEn
organization, despite the fact that aftet
the mid-1970s I large majority of ih
membership was in the trade unions.

Facing the impasse of the postwar
left reformist structure of the Japanese
workers' movement and I genersl right
tum of the entire reformist apparatus,
the congrcss focused on the tasks of
building the section in the new situation.
Central to this is 8 return to the fhst
four congreses of the Third Intemational,
includiug its red tude-unionism, 8nd to
the pdnciples and lessons of the stmggle
for the Fourth Intemational in the 1930s.

In the immediate future, the section
will have to struggle against tlle current.
It has also to be recomposed politicalty
8nd oryanizationslly. The organizational
resolution des(ribed tie Japanes€ s€ctiou

1. The3e attacks have bcluded !a{ds on the
bomes ol membe$ of the Japanes€ section ir
the preda{n houts and the d€Ubomte cdpplirg
of ore ln such a ratd. See "The tegedv oI the
Iar left." in Intenotionol vi?&roint, No 68.
January 28. 1986.

hemali:rnl Vrewpcirt

.Jpanese sectbn
of the Fqrtt htematirnal

hoHs congtess

8s it was built throughout the 1970s as a

"spontaneist, Ttotskyist political organi-
zetion-" It set the task now as "build-
ing tlle section as a communist nucleus
and to anchor ttlis nucleus in the pro'
letarian mases." The basic orieltation
is to struggle to build a reYolutionary,
antiimperislist workeE' curent both in'
side of and outside of the eisting trade-
union structutes.

Along with the organizational tasks'
the congress set immediste political
obiectives relsting to the resistance strug'
gle against the general right-wing recom'
position of the hade-union movement;
the fight against the new Tokyo Inter-
national Atport; 8nd campsigns against
Japanese imperialist militaism and in
solidarity with the Korean, Philippine and
Central American stluggles.

The congess also set specitic t€sks for
combating Chukaku's terrotist campaigl
against the Japanese section and the
maiority of the Farmen Lesgue Agsir.tst
the Nsritr Airport.

Finally, the congess adopted the reso'
lutions submitted by the outgoing lead'
ership by a large maiority and elected a

new Central Committee and Contml
Commission, I

Staternent

The Twelfth World Congress of the
Fourth Intemationsl condemns the
Chuhohu's terrorisl ottacks ond intimi-
dation campaign against the Reuo
lutionary Communist Lesgue, Japsn-
ese section of the Fourth Intemation-
ol. and erpressei its solidarity with the
Jopanese section.

The World Congess also expresses
its solidaity with the imprisoned
militants of the section. I
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1984 collections of lnternational
Viewpoint are now available in limited
numbers only. Please send your orders
in now. The co6t fot each collection
itrcluding sulface postage is 100
French FYancs, Send otde$ to: IV, 2
Rue Richard Lenoir, 93108, Mont-
reuil, France, f



USSR

But the death of the head of the
Soviet bureaucracy is sunou[ded by the
sort of rituals that throughout the cent-
udes haye accompanied the att€mpts of
despotic systems to elevate their leaders
to superhumaD status.

The objective of socialists is to replace
the rule over people by the administration
of things, the rule of persons by obiective
scientific rules, determined 8nd applied
through the broadest democracy in the
interest of all by those who live by their
nork.

In the last week, the ability of the
Soviet state, made possible by the abol-
ition of capitalism, to concentrate the
forces of the peoples of the Soviet Union
has been exercised to create the impres,
sion that a god emperor has passed. The
sun has darkened, leaving the good people
of the Soviet Union and the entire earth
in gdef and apprehension, to be dispelled
only by the dsing of a new sun.

"The world moums," Praudc said on
March 12, following the announcement
of Chemenko's death and Gorbachev's
accession.

Durirg the eclipse of the sun god,
people have to huddle together in the
darkness. "Unbrcakable unity," was the
headline over the article on the second
page of lzoestio, under a picture of
Chernenko lying in state in a huge, dimly
lighted haU, surounded by military
guards and dignitaries. The article went
on to say: "The Soviet people are rally-
irtg still more closely around the Leninist
Communist Party in these days of pro-
found grief through which the country
is passing."

In his speech on assuming the post of
geneml secretary, after the ritual formulas,
Gorbachev began by saying:

"Like the apple of his eye, Konstsntin ,

Ustinovich Chemenko guarded th€ unity '

of the Communist Party, the collective
character of the Central Committee and
its Politburo.... It was on the unity in
thought and action of the Communist
Party that he placed his hopes for over-
coming the deficiencies."

This theme of reassumnce that the
"unity of the party" was safe w8s also in
the forefiont at the time ol Andtopov's
death. It expresses, among other things,
the principle of despotism that the quar-

Coronation in Moscow

alia of Byzantine ab6olutism. Ever since,
it seems, Russian despob have sought to
match the glory of the Byzantine "throne
of god on e8rth."

The supreme burerucrats now try to
do the seme thing, on r y8stet scsle but
with little trste or c"onviction. All of this
is r fitting symbol of eyerything th.t crme
with the rise of the burcaucrscy and ib
destnrction of the leadenhip of the
revolution. But it also symbolizes the
shallowness and lack of perspectives of a
despotism that clsims to rule in the name
of socialism.

The basis for industrialization and the
massive $owth of the working class thst
the revolution created stands in fund-
amental conhadiction to such barbaric
forms of rule. And by its nature this con-
tradiction grows more and morc acute.

Alresdy in this succesion, Gorbachev
was obliged to give 8 speech at his pre-
decessor's funeral that introduced some
incongruous note i[to the despotic dis-
play.

"We will support, encourage and ad-
vance those who show not by words but
by deed and practical results their honest
and conscientious attitude to accomplish-
ing social obligations.

"We will combat all expressions of
pompous display, empty rhetoric, boast-
ing and irresponsibility."

The official statement published ir the
March 13 &oudc repeated Gorbachev's
accession speech almost word for word,
adding a few points such as:

"Deepening socislist democracy is in-
separably bound up with raising the level
of social consciousness. with increasing
the openness of the work of the party,
state and social organizstion. The prac-
ticrl experience of the CPSU hrs fully
confirmed Lenin's conclusion thrt the
strte is 8s strong 8s the consciousness of
the people. The better informed the
people are, the more cousciously they
will rct."

Such statements seem clearly to be
promises of liberalization, combined with
a crackdowl on bureaucratic incompet-
ence and corruption. It is the fust time a

new general secretary has offercd prom'
ises for reform on his accession itself.

With the long stagnation of the coun'
try's economy and the gowing threat
that it may fall decisively behind in the
new technologies, the pressurc for change
must be mounting inexorably. even in
the bureaucracy itself. Gorbachev's
problem is how to open the way for the
critical thinking and shake up needed to
deal with these problems '{ithout letting
the now rsther well educated masses of
workers think about the contndiction
between despotic rule and building a

socialist society and how to eliminate it.
Solving that one will be quite a tdck.

Despite the intelligence of the new gen-
eral secretary, which so impresses the
capitalist rule6 (themselves easy enough
to outshine these days), it is not very
likely that he can pull it off. But it is
probable that he will have to try, and that
means that some big developments may
be shaping up.
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antee of unity and authority is the
placing of power in the hands of a single
indiyidual, who is superhuman by defin.
ition.

Since without democracy. power is
arbitrary, it cannot be stable udess it is
concenhated iD the handE of one person.
It is for this reason that the ruling gloup
places absolute power in the ha[ds of
an individual. In such a system, the
moments of succession at the top arc in-
deed pedlous ones.

Tte dangeE of succession explain the
Kremlin machine's gotesque attempts to
disguise the fact that Chemenko was E

dying man. At the st rt of M8rch, the
Soviet press showed pictures of him
looking as btight as a peppermint Santa
Claus and about as lifelike. Less than
two weeks later, it was showing his waxen
face sunounded by piles of flowers in a
high hall, lit by flickering light, rather like
a Greek Orthodox cathedral.

The setting of Chemenko's wake was
sppropriate. It wss, the chronicles say,
Princess Olga's awe at the great nave of
Constantinople's Agia Sophia cathedral
lit by thousands of candles, that led to
the Russian lords adopting Christianity,
and with it the principles and paraphen-

eorbochet (D.R.)

The ggneral secretary is dead, long live the general secretary! The third
changing of the guard in the Kremlin in as many years higbliflhts still more
the absolutism of the rule of the Soviet bureaucracy, andhow gotesquely
it conflicts with the basic principles of socialism.

"Neither czar, nor god, nor hero will bring us salvation", the Russian
translation of the "International," the anthembf the world socialist move-
ment says.

Gerry FOLEY
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