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COMMENT

- The recent events in East Berlin must have caused shivers in Moscow. The
growing restlessness of the workers in both Czechoslovakia and Eagtorn Germany
boiled over in Berlin upon the order for an increase in production, The workers!
demands for more food and free elections illustrates Moscow's relentless pillage
of the economy, | -

Of course, the outburst will be used as a counter in the power political game,
but in the long run, the movement will prove as dangerous for the capitalist powers
as for Moscows After thirty years of betrayal, defeat, and demoralisation, the
German working class may yet set off the explosion which will thresten not only the
tyranny of the Kremlin but the existence of capitalist society itself, |

" WO %

At the time of writing, it is not possible to tell whether Dr, Rhee and his
friends in the U.S. have succeeded in frustrating the attempt to end the Korean
i War, In any case, the 'escape'! of prisoners, and other events in South Korea
expose the complete futility of this 'war against aggression' and the hypocrisy of
those who have portrayed it as a fight for freedom, | |

l - Meanwhile, the Great Power's manoevre, and the slaughter continues. If the
truce is not signed, what possible arguments can now be raised against the com-

plete withdrawal of British troops?
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WE ARE BREAKIHG AWAY FROM TRADITION NEXT MONTH, GREAT NEWS = THE EDITORTAL BOARD
ARE PLEASED TO INFORM OUR READERS, THAT THERE WILL BE AN AUGUST ISSUE OF 'KEEP

LEFT! = SO DON'T FORGET TO PLACE YOUR ORDER WITH YOUR NEWS AGENT NOWiid
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CHBALLENGE TO BRITATIN?Y

Roll up, roll up, all you poor hard done-by dapitalists. Place your cross here
and the Labour Government will stabilise your decaying system for you.

“Challengé to Britain", the new Labour Party policy document is a challengé to
Socialism. It is an attempt to 'solve the crises of British capitallsm by bolstwr ng
it up agazn and ignoring the obvious Socialist solution.

This document also completes & cycle that even League of Youth members have
seen, for two years ago Nye Bevan resigned from the cabinet on the very issues tils
pamphlet advocates.

-There are of course many excellent proposals in the statement and it is with
these I should like to deal firstly.

411 National Health charges are to be abolished &8 soon as Labour is retumned
to power. This is a good sign of healthy Soclalist reasoning, for their impesition
in the first place was wrong and a victory for the Tories.

This pamphlet also advocates public control over the Industrial assurance, and
subseribes to the belief of superannuation schemes. Labour will also set up the
machinery to manufacture the requirements of the Hemlth Service, This will :ut the
cost of the Health Service and stop the disgusting profiteering that has beea
going on in the last few years.

Praise here is due, I think, to the Socialist Medical Association for the
inclusion in the poliey of the plan to provide ‘long stay annexes' in hospitals for
0ld poeple who require care and comfort.

The plan for reform of the educational system is both bold and imaginetive,
the proposals to take over the begt of the public schools as high schools, the
ending of Local Government scholarships to public schools, and the demand that the
Universities should be modernised and reformed to fit in with the needs of society,

are excellent,

The immediate return of food subsidies, etc. and the repeal of the 1929
Industrial Derating Provisiocns Act will see thet those most able to tmmr the

burden, carry it.

But when we review the industrial and economic side of the new pclicy = it
stinks. The resolutions and demands of the rant and file at the Morecambs conference
have been ignored. Socialism has been swept aside, and thée policy of oropping up -
this rotting and decaying system is employed, Capitalism has got usg inte this
horrible mess, and if we are to believe this panphlet, will geit us cut of 1it.

The proposed 'solutions to the erisis upon us, is to either only half nationalise
some of the basic industries, leaving the other half in the hands of those respon-
sible for the present position, or to make loans easier for private enterprise to
drag this country and the world into an even bigger crisis.

It is proudly claimed that encouraged by the last Labour Government, the
0ild induptry bullt massive new refineries in Britaln and that output in 1951 was




Challenge to Britain? (Cont'd)

nearly twenty times more than 1946, so were their profits., This expansion should
have been carried cut by the State for the benfit of the commnity, it is still
not too late to correet this mistake.

The general proposals for industry ars:

*¥* Wle propose that the State shall either build and operate new enterprises or
acquire a controlling interest in existing enterprises or both",

“We will see that there is an adequate supply of risk capital at cheap rates®,

Nelther of these proposals will solve our problems; - only full nationalisation
of all basic industries, with full workers' control and the extension and fuller
use of consumer councils will, Workers' control and consumer councils have been
completely ignored in this polioy statement.

&8s we read "Challenge to Britain® we realise that a tremendous task we have
before us, the necessity to demand that the decisicns of last year's conference be
implemented, and at this year'!s conference we must demand even more drastic social
measures tc solve the ever-growing crises of the years ahead,

By the way, we still haven't a Foreign Policy!

*¥ - Page 11, “CHALLENGE TO BRITAIN® o
~ JOHN HAYNES |
Harrow Weald L.o.Y, -

SOCIALIST CLASSICS

WIHE JUNGLE® - by Upton Sinclair

In YThe Jungle", which was the outcome of a visit to the Chicago stockyards in
1904, Upton Sinclair gives a comprehensive description of the capitalist system as
it applied tc the meat industry; how it worked, how the high profits were made, and
how the systen was maintained.,

Two main strands run through this book. Firstly, the account of the sufferings
endured by the working-class, even though money wages (for those in employment) were
higher than they had ever been before. It is to be noted that Sinelair does not fall
into the error, as common then as now, of arguing thet because condi@iong were better
than in the past, the working~class should be satisfied with the capitalist syste@.
For he saw clear.y that the working-class standard of living should be compared.w?th
the contemporary standard of living of the employers.. The latter standard.of living
would be within tie reach of all, should the Co=operative Commonwealth (which was
Sinclair's versior of the Socialist economic system) be substituted fcr the capita~-
list system. A

The second strand, is his exposure of the capitalist system. ?he ?iew that
capitalism is the mst efficient and most liberitarian method’of satlgfylng the needs
of consumers, he shcws quite clearly to be hypocritical and in OPpOSlthn t? the
facts. The capitalist is out to secure the maximum profit for himself and is not
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WThe Junglé¥- Upton Sinclair (Cont'd)

overscrupulous as to how he does 8o, and in the meat trade, the capitalist succeeded
in poisoning many of his customers, which can hardly be called an efficient way of
satlsfying consumer's needs., |

The meat industry of Chicago, employing the methods of mass=production, was
dominated by two gigantic concerns, which although nominally competitive, had formed
a trust in order to keep down the prices paid for catile and to keep up the prices
of their own products. In order to achieve maximum output, nothing was wasted - the
cattle which had died from T.B., cholera, or gangrene being slaughtered at night,
when the federal meat inspectors were away. 0dd scraps of meat and skin, mildewed
meat, decayed meat, sweepings from the floors, potato flour and chemicals - all went
into the sausages or were camned. If perchance a workman should fall into the vats
used for preparing the meat - well, the customer wouldn't taste him in the sausage.
The horrors of the meat factory may turn the stcmachs of the squeamish = the dirt,
the absence of sanitation, the accidents, the working conditions, the vermin which
were everywhere - but all this is forgotten by those who talk of the 'good old days!.

Wages, though high, were offset by higher prices and extortionate rents. The
continued influx of immigrants and the large number of unemployed, drove down wWages
in times of depressions, The immigrants were swindled by housing agents who sold
them jerry-built houses on hire-purchase, knowing that working people could never
keep up the instalment payments. The houses were damp and insanitary, the streets
unlit and unpaved, and the water though it came from taps was not purified. Family
life was disrupted by the long hours of work and the necessity for every person to
work in order to subsist. But the only clothing they could afford was shoddy, and
the food they ate consisted of 'sophisticated! milk, bread containing more chalk
than flour, and sausages which contained more starch than meat, In face of these
difficultles, the Unions were powerless. Strikes failed, but only when the strikers
were faced with the alternative of death by starvation or returning to work for
lower wages. Iln additlion the Unions were riddled with spies and agents provacateurs
and the leaders were frequently bought off by the bosses. The Chicago municipality
was controlled by the bosses who paid the city councillors, the police chiefs. and
the magistrates. They 'fixed' elections by bribing electors, falsifying electoral
registers, duping unsuspecting immigrants and intimidating opponents. In spilte of
this, the emplcyers could not prevent the spread of Socia’ist ideas.

From the world of poverty, starvation, drunkeness, prostitution and crine,
which had arisen under capitalism, Sinclair wanted to see the working-class arise
and throw off its chains and run the econcmic system in its own interest., He also
realised that they were often too demoralised to resist the onslaught of capital ism,
and that many working people sincerely believed that wege~slavery was the essence of ,
individual freedom, rejecting Socialism as authoritarien, To Sinelair the one
essential principle was that of 'no compremise! and that reforms were but steps on
the road to Socialismy and that eventually the whole wrking-class would arise to
a new lifes

ADRIAN MOLE

* * %

LABOUR WILL HOLD THE FIEST GOVERNMENT (3 months) OF THE WEMBLEY YOUTH PARLIAMENT AND
WILL PRESENT A QUEEN'S SPEECH, OUTLINING THEIR POLICY, AT THE FIRST SITTING. THIS

WILL BE HELD ON THE 16t} JULY (THURSDAY) AT THE WEMBLEY TOWN HALL = 7.45 pom.
SO COME ALONG AND HEAR LUR M.P's AT WORK. -
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SOME REFIECTIONS OF A REPUBLICAN,

~ Well, now it's all o ver, The national anthem has peen played for
the thousandth time; the loyal drunks have staggered on their way; the
rubbernecks have perfo rmed their co ntortions, and as the bunting is
removed, revealing the familiar unpainted walls, the obvious Questlon posses
itselft WHAT THE HECK WAS IT ALL ABOUT?
A study o f the enormous quantity of published material on the
subject will lead inevitably to the answer: NOBODY KNOWS,

| This should no t surprise us, fo r we know that -the British Monarchy
1s an institution which o nly survives beceuse 1t has lost all its power,
After all, no' one really believes that the central figure of tho
colebrations, who may bo, for all we know, & most charming and intelligent
young woman, is anything more then human, Indeed, a large amount of
propoganda 1is devoted to attempts to portray her as "just like you and me".
But at the same tlme the impression must be glven that we are dealing with
something qulte extrao rdinary. That 1s why we have all the Mumbo-Jumo,
all the self-conscious imitation o f the past, all the mystical talk of
"symbols"; (everygthing In the Coronation ssemsd to be a symbol for
somothing clse ),

It is true that the Crown 1s a gsymbol, It 1s a symbol of oppression

and humlliation fo » millions of people in the colonies, It is a symbol

of the ¢o ntinused existence o0 f a parasitic class in Great Britan, It
symbolises the Britain which Socialists wish to see replaced,

Howgver, most people do not look at it in this way, They are grateful
for the colour which, In the past few weeks has broken through the drabness
of thelr existence, ‘I‘hex anjoyed the skilfully co ntrived pageantry,

the emotional appeal to "tradition", the flogs and fireworks and this is
the real importance of the Corom tion,

The capitalist system co ntimues to exist because of the ignorance
of the mass of the people and the extent to which they can be confused
into accepting things as they are. At a time when Britain faces o
desperate economic situntion and when many essential services to 1ts
cltizens are beling cut, mllllons of pounds were spent precisely to add
to thelr confusion, to takc thelr minds off otte r things,

The Cro wn is not an lmportant issue 1n politlcs ftoday, but we have
| seen in the last foew weeks what an effective weapon 1t could be, In the
| struggles which will undoubtedly occur in the not so distant future, the

capltalists of Britein will not hesitate to use 1ts appeal, whatever the
perso nal feelings of the Momarch may be. Soclalists must fight agninst
any attempt to prepare the way fo r such a move and try tc avold being
swept away in the current wave of hysteria and sentimentality,

CYRIL SMITH . |
Womb ley South Leagusof Youth,

THE ARTICLES CONTAINED HEREIN ARE THE OPINIONS OF THE WRITERS! AND NOT NECESSARILY THOSE
HELD BY THE EDITORIAL BOAKD, . -
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JOE "THE DEMOCRATY McCARTHY

It would appear that the latest course being offered by the White
Houge is "How to becomec a succgseful witch-hunter” and, of course, the
learnaed profesgor 1g Senator Jogaeph McCarthy, who demandcd in Congrecs
not only an investigation into the compngition of US Servicc librarics
but algo the political background of many lecading forcign statccmen.

Neesdlsssg %o say, the National press on thig sids »of ‘the water hava
answered the battlc cry, with varying “1ight* at the Senator. 3But it is
difficult to understand the precige motive of Semator MeCarthy's attacks
on various leading members of the British public and in particular, ths
legader of the Opposition, ir. Clement Attlee.

Two results are quite clecar: lcCarthy has mads himgelf "haadlines™
and, secondly, made himself the laughing stock of Burope. For sursly, ;
there lg nothlnﬁ leeg like a comrunist sympathlaer than the "mild” Mr: |
Attlee. In hig attack he hag said that there is a “smear®™ campaign
againgt the "democratic® USA, but the Scnator can reet zssurcd that if
theére was uot a campaign before he has now'¢acterud g "hate America"
attitudes in this csuntrJ .

To.support.his,allegatians the Senator put forward a statement in
which, it was gaid, lMr. Attlee had begun a lettsr as "Dgar Comrads" and
had bccn known to addr“ss 'hig assoclietces gs "Comradec",  Thisg 1ls a pitiful
argumént, for the word “Comradc® has bcon uscd for many ycars throughout
tha Labour movencint here and abroad. Furthcormorc, it is cven included
in Amcrican military vocabularices | o

Thig battle of words has beeun going on for sgome time, but moset of .
it does not become front page nsws on thisg gide of the Atlantic. Lsading ‘
Amarican columnictn continuvally attack Britain and our leadiug statesmen
particularly “Labouriteg", as they call them, without having elthcr
| faet or 1nt6111vunt argumcnt to ﬁunport thc1r glandcrous claims.

Now, Pre81dent Fisenhower has igsued a statement condemning McCarthy
and hig henchmen, Cohn and Schine, for their witch-hunting activities,
including the bannlng of any book Talintly connected with communigm, ‘
probably even thosc with red covers. ZIFisenhowsr said that Americans
SHOULD rcad books on. communism, only by know1nb what it 1s can 1t be | ?
défcatsd -~ NOT by hiding it !,

| But ign't this discovery just a little late~ in fact a few ysars
too late? Tor the un-American Activities Committee has existed a long
time and "screened" thousands of people - Segnator McCarthy has only
cnjoycd a rcecont, if bricf, risc to in'fame'y. N
| B | | "Student®

- - = =000 - - - -

We notsd that Sir Hartley-~-Shawcrose has deollned the ’enyafﬁoverment
brief, but not because of hias Sncialigt principles.

Prlnted and publlched by the VWembley Labour Leaguss of Yogth
Bditor: M. Trench, 1085 Longdale Avenue, Womblcy, Mddx.




