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EDIPORIAL

-

At the time of writing the final ouvtcome of the Geneva Conference
ig not yet known, but already the familiar pattern of world politics
has emerged. As always, the two great powers continue their inter-
national game of chess with the lesser nations as pawns.

Two other factors must be taken into account. The most
important is the ever growing tide of Asian nationalism. In Indo-
China, for example, rebellion against Prench colonial rule is on the
way to caoamplete victory. As usual, the Capitalist powers throw their
weight behind the corrupt rulers, representing the native landowning
class, which act as the puppets of imperialisi. On the other hand,
the rebels, for want of any alternative, are forced to turn for
gsupport to the Soviet bloec, and must mould their tactics to suit the

foreign policy of the Kremlin.

The other tendency which shows itself is the recluctance of French
and British Capitalism to follow the U.S. lead into any extensive
military commitments. This is illustrated by Eden's caution on the
question of the proposed South East Asian pact and also by Churchill's
statment about Indo-China.

It is true that the latter was far from clear as to whati the
British Government really intended to do and it left many loopholes for
future capitulation to American pressure. Nevertheless, it looks as
though another Korea, with American intemvention dressed up as "United
Nations action" is not passible just now.

Aneurin Bevan's stand on the question of the South East Asian

question must be welcomed by all Socialists in the Labour Party. (It
ig a pity that at the time of Korea he was on the other side ol the

fence. ) It is high time that Labour stopped tailing the Tories
on these matters.

(coutinued fcot of page two)
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LisAaUsw — OF  TOUTH = CONFERE 1954, |
AS'in'p;eviDQS~years the ‘master Conferonce oi th “Rgue'“p-fouth'was g

z L
dcwianted by the issue of denocracy in the League. This year, however, thc.
;ugstzon Was uosmu mor. urgently than ever bheg causs 01 the serious d»cllne in
“ie aatlonnl position of the orgeaaisc~tion. '

fhe spnouac.m.nt thet next y—ar'c coniercince would ve allowed to discuss
p’liElle resolgtlons on two selected Lopics was welcomed by all dels -g~tes, but
it was mede cleer that this small concession 3id not mark the ond of our struggle
Lcr uhe right of free discussion at a;l livels,

The discussions on resclutions, and gartioularlj the study group report on
naropcean dnlvy, iadicated the trlent ond enthousiesm which exists within the
lergue.  why does Tr-nsport House not azree to our demand-. so that these cnergies
may be uscd ~gainst the Tories instead of being absoru 2d by thls struggle with
those who arc supposed to be our leadars?

As Ron KG“tlng uolnt ‘d-out in his Chairman's Addrgss the answer is a
political one. The right-wing 'of the -pa rty 15 afrald of thg Leamue of Youth
because ‘of its 1afuvtwon with Scoecialism.

Many brenches were nct ropresented simply because they saw the futility
of a confirenc: whish could not discuss th: issucs £ neing young people ~nl the
Loebour movement todsy. The impos:ibility of the situsiion wes clerily shown
in the to-do over c¢amers.ncy resclutions. ‘Whon Jonference hal twic. rojected
the report of fhe sinndin. cricrs compittee which hed reifassd to accept
these resolutiens; th. Stznii.z Irders' comittes offered its resignation. It
was only after an astounding piecze of blackmail on the part of the J.7.C., =2
majority of which alsc threaten.d <o resigun, -hat th: resslutions were withdrawn

U} t

-
under protest. -
It is quite ocbvious that we cannct gz cn this way. There nust be full
igmocracy in our organisaticn if it is tc lav d:s Full 2art in the Labour Party
We came away from Beaver Hall feelin: het, siven z oxla leag froem the 5.0.0.
the Leapue can win these elementary rizizs, sa. z2a3- 22 forsward to becoming a
really effective weapon  in the right for Zoxialisa.,
Sylvia Maizels Cyril Smith #
Wwembley North L.o.Y. Wembley South L.o. U
® ¢ 5 8w ® B e s E s e T
k.
(continued from page 1) a
By giving complete suport to tae g§ia; Ruvalgtiang, LDabour will
zot omly help to end Colonislism but wiZ. =.:&o asg}gt ﬁaese novenents e
in frecing themnsclves from the strmangi-n:ii 2f Staiinsin. o
UNGRATEPUL WEST INDIANS ©oag:
O LAl sin
Only a few weeks ago, the Royal Cowmmission Repomt made it guitve
~lz that #he leadcrs of the British Zonduran Peopleg United Pearty op
:7s anything but loyal Britishers. Just a2 day »efome the clection, tig
= Ttrailler of another Report told the pecple what wonderful things almg
~.< Colonial Oﬁchc was goling 1o do for them when 1t found time to get . ff

.22 to it
inu s8till these ungrateful people went and voted solidly for the

T...-. Eow Tortunate that the Constitution does not give those clecte
LN Tizi power!
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MAY DAY 1954,

The existing social constitution is nothing but the bproduct of revolution.....
The work for legal reform has no motive power in itself and independs nt

of revolution., _
Rosa Luxembourg

Thought for Todaw

J———

If the great powers honestly and sincerely want to call a halt to the world
armament race, they must begin to dismantle their protectionist systems

and to abandon colonial robbery and their policy of 'spheres of influence!
all over the world - in short both in home and foreign politics they must
begin to do the exact opposite of what is now the very essence of capitalist

class national policy.

(written in 1911) Rosa Luxembourg;

So long as men are content to believe that providence has sent into the
world one class of men saddled and bridled and another class booted and
spurred to ride them so long will they be ridden, but the moment the masses
come to feel and act as if they were men, that moment the 1nequality ceases.,

Xeir Hardie,

Progreés is not made by converting the older generation, but by educating

the younger.
Benjamin Kidd.

To know what is just and not to practice it is cowardice,

Confucius,

A TIMELY REMINDER,

| #e would do well, in this cur May Day edition of "Keep Left", to remember
the worx of Robert QOwen,; one of the great pioneers of the Socialist and Trade
Union Movements. Owen took a leading part in the Grand National Consolidated
Trades Union (established in 1834) which was the first organisation of its |
kind, and which brought over half a million workers into militant activity
against the conditions and social order of their times.

| 1t was the phenomenal success of the G.N.C.T.U. that prompted the govern-
went attack on the agicultural workers' branch in Tolpuddle. After the
G.N.C.T.U., broke up a few years latery it was nearly half a century before
agricultural and unskilled workers were again effectively organised on a
similar scale. | | -

There is no doubt that lhe G.N.C.T.U. laid the basis for Trade Union
organisation in nineteenth century Britain, and that its work, in the slort
time it was active, not only stimulated Socialist thought and agitation, but
also made a profound impression od the employers of the strenght of the
organised working class. <ne of the rules of the G.N.C.T,U{no.XIV1) is
worth guoiting in full as it makes a point often forgotten by the Trade Union
movement of our own times : | -

"That although the design of the Union is, in the first instance, to raise

(Continued on back page)
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WhiR AGATINST WAR

The dropping of atom bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki marked the
end of the Second world war, but the remnants of misery and dege-
truction still remain, Less than nine years since the end o? the
war, the big powers are engaged  in arms race unparalleled in an
era of '"peace', (With, incidentally, Germany snd Japan, "the |
militarist" nations, disarmed), Britain's £1,500 ~ £2,000 millions
per year expenditure on arms is over three times that of th ¢ years
of w ar preparation 1937-0. There seems no limit to the new and
more deadly weagpons which are being constantly produced: both
America and Russia have exploded hydrogen bombs more than twenty
times as powerful as the bombs uged on Japan, If the living hell
Oof Hiroshima marked the end of the last wvar, it will herald but
the veginning of the naxt. |

“ho gtlll refusss to see that the misery and sufferin: of two
world wars, with the staggering to tal of oven 45 millions killegd *
and wounded, has solved nothing? The Zecond world war, as the
irst, was the result of 2 clash between one Zroup o1 capitalists |,
whose markets and privileg es were threatened by another and,
by the draw ing to a close of tne post-war recovery b oo m and
the intensification of the struggles for markets betyean the
capltalist powers the seeds of a new conflict are being sown, Given
the continuance of capltalisn, war, almos t certainly against Russia
and China, is inevitabvle,

The central feature of the "cold war" is the clash between
two fundamentally opposing systems, western Imperialism on the
one hand and the state-owned economies of the Russian bloc on the
other, in the well-worn names of "Freedom! and "Domoecracy", the
western powers arc preparing for war asainst theip old "comrages-
in-arms" the Russians, with the aid of the exlPascist beasts" the
Germans and the ex~"yellow monkeys" the Japanese, or so the
Americans hope,

In the camp of the "democracies" we find Franco, Syngman Rhee,
Chiang-Kai~Shek and Malan . “ars in the interests of the MonoO -

polists and financiers are being waged in Malaya, Indo-China =2nd (o
Kenya, while in America, Negroes an d striking workers are brutally
asszaulied, '

The Boviet leaders m ust bear an egual share of the guilt,

for by their betrayal of international sociallsm, they have prepar =:
the conditions for thce srescnt conflict. They were parties to Lr-
pa rtition of Korea and the dismemberm ent of Germany, Lhe
Stalinist policy of "Five Power Peace Pacts'" serves only to confuiz:
the work ervrs . Al best such a solution would only be of g, temzoroz;
nature, for the causes of war rem ain and o new conflict would b=

the inevitable outcome of the policies o f imperialism and the

ki .ssian bureaucracy,

Socialiam alone offers an alterna tive t0 the policies o7
imperialism and S$talinis m. & Lighting Socialist policy aimsd
against scecret diplomacy, the exploitation of labour, and ths

—n 5 Lot <ol Namnddadd - ﬂ o s fnid v
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oppression of one country by another, would end for ever the
power of the financiers and monopolists and give a lead to the
people of the world. The responsibility for such a campaign
rests in the main on the British Labour lovement, In the words
of Rosa luxemburg we must wage ''war against war ", that is,war
against the system which causes war,

PADDY WALL
Garston 1.0,7V,

HAVE YOU READ vueeerrnnnn.

WEAILI I8 8$00CI ALTIGSH?.
Published by "KsuP LEFT", Get your copy from the Editorp NOW!
The price 1s 3d per copy, and the zddress of the Editor is on the
back page. | - -
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LOCAL GOVaRNMuNT REFORMS.

The month of May, besides heralding summer, brings the Borough
Council klections - this event, and an occasional rate-fixing meeting,
stirring the thoughts of approximately 1fifty per cent of the public into
somethling approaching a sense of civig responsibility. No one can say
that it is a good thing for one half of the electorate to decide the
future of the whole community. #ducational advances, the evolved better-

ment of our social and working conditions, and adult sufirage should
automatically have encouraged a keencr interest in local government than
they have, and so it follows that the present system has not served

its purpose, and is now cut of date. IFf this assumpticn is correct, then
we must consider how bvest, and to what ends the system can be reformed.

The Labour party has had this matter under review, but at the moment
they have made no more than tentative suggestions, and to encourage
discussion I make this humble contributicn. Reform as T sce it, must
arouse lnterest so that local government becomes a live and vital thing.

. I would firstly abolish the present sygstem of rate levying and substitute
‘@ method based on ability to pay. This is something with which no
Socialist should disagree, and is merely a problem of organisation once
’ the principle is settled.

‘he most difficult task of reform is to transfer apathy on the part
of electors into an apprecistion of the value of their votes. I make so
teld as to suggest that electors failing to use their votes at local
elections for reasons which are inexcuseable, should forfeit their vote
for a period, including the right to vote at Parliamentary electicns.

It may be argued that this is interference with democratic freedom, but

a little crercion is always used in some form or other to implement
democratic decisions, and it may bring about, as a result, a greater sense
of responsibilityto our fellow men.

(COATINUED ON PAGE 6,)
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(LOCAL GOVEXNMoNT RESMORMS (CONTIHJTEID. )

Having disposed of my own theories, let us take a general view of the
problems that face us. There is a good case for enlarging administrative areas,
and I eam sure that official policy will not allow a three tier system to develop.
Modern trends of travel and the extension of built up areas have left inefficient
and unnatural boundaries, although this may be denied byflocal pride. Having,
howover, established our regional authority e.g. London and Middlesex, these
may be the gquestions with which we arce faced:

(1} Would the old system of finance be suitable for adaptation to the
new areas? | |
(2) Would a greater interest in local affairs be stimulated?
(3) What would be the advantages?
¢
The ~unswers to (1) ang (2) may easily answer number (3), The answer to no.(l)
is obvicusly no, for the inequalities would be magnified, although the situation fl
would be eased il the principle that national =sssets such as Roads, Education
and Health should be rfinanced by the Exchequsr, were accecpted. No (2) is more
problamatical, although I feel that the basis of larger areas,with » fair share
of newspaper space, in addition to the rate reform mentioned carli.pwould create
an interest,to the greater good of everyonc. |

A final aspect I would commend to your notice is the question of the raising
of loans, as this plays an importoant part in local government finance. It shoulg
be established as a principle that private individuals do not profit from money
loaned to finance public works or locsl civic amenities. 4

I trust that you have found some focd for thought and possibly further
discussiony in this article; if se, my effort has not bheen wasted. |
Jim Reynolds -
Prospective Cllr, Alperton War

ATL ART CLES 1IN WKuupP LEFIW ARs THE PLRSONAL OPINIONS UF fil. enliois .
CUNCLRNED. wi WELCOM: AxTICLES AdD LETTEKS FOR PUBLICATION AT ALL TIMES,

(WA TIMELY KEMIWDERY cont,) | 1 -

the wages of the workmen or to prevent any frriher deduction cherein, anda to
diminuish the hours ol labour, the great and ultimate object of it must be Lo N
establish the paramount rights of humsnlly, by instituting such measures as shall
effectively prevent the ignoraant, idle and useless part ol socieny from having
that uadue-ccntrol over the fruits of our toil, which tarough the agsncy of a
vicious-moncy system they at present possess, and that couascyuently the unionists F
should lose nc opportunity of mutuakly gncoursging and assisting each otker in,
bringing abcut A DIFrtikbaT OxrDER OF TiINGS din which the really useiul and _
intelligeant part of society only shall have the direction of its affairs, and in
which well directed industry and virtue shall mect their just distinction and
reward, and vicious idleness its merited contempt and destitwiion.™

Jur Irede dnion leaders of todsy cannot arfford to overlook this polnt, for
in the long run it is only & Socialist system of society which can guarrantec
the mass of the people security and a deomnt standard of life. rFhey must see that
the unions do not get sidetracked from the neain issue by their day to day
activities, out are, as in the past, in the vangunrd of the fight for Socialism.
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