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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

GERMANY AND THE LABOUR MOVEMENT

| The controversy over the rearmament of Western Germany represents both an

oprortunity and a danger for the left-wing in Britain, On the one hand, it gives

us a chance to rally a considerable body of opinion against the ‘bl—partlsan‘,
coalition line at present being followesd; for on this issue the suicidal character

of British foreign policy shows itself most clearly, 4t the same time, the arguments

on which much of this opposition is bascd are threatening to poison the movement with

& stream of nationalism and anti-German prcjudice,

Supported by many Labour lecaders and by the Communist Party, wartime propaganda
spread the lie thet the Gormen people were rosponsible for the war. The idea was
encouraged that the German nation is in some way (presumably biologically) morc
militeristic than, say the English, Scots or Welsh,

It is the duty of anyone who calls himsolf a socialist or internationalist to
fight againet these ideas, Our task is to show the unity of intercst of the workors
of Britain and of Gormany, We must remind people that it was the capitalist stategmen
who backed Hitler, and the Stalinist and social-democratic lecadors who betrayed the
Gormen Labour Movement, who wore really rosponsiblc for the rise to power of Nazism
ana for the war which followed,

The present situation in Germeny is a dircet rosult of the policies followed by
these gentlemen and their successors after the war, In accordance with the principle
of unconditional surrender, the country was divided and occupied by the armies of the
UsZeB«Rs end of the cepitalist powers., As agrced by Churchill and Roosevelt at
Yaita and Potsdam, hundreds of thousands of Germans werc forced to leave .their homes
in parts of FEastern Germany and live as rofugecs in thoe West.




smantled, In this way, the ordinary

large quantitics of industrial oquipmont were di gh A
pcople of Germeny wore punished by democracy for allowing their rulers to lose the Wale.
Tt is largely due to those and similar actlons that roectionary forcos are.nc:h
in control in West Germany, and that roarmament can command eny support at all in NS
councry, |
and with the development of more and
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Today, tho whole world is preparing I0r wal,

more powerful weapons of mass destruction, this means propératl suicidc.
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Lfter two wars to ocnd war, two struggles for domocracy and nation 3
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.re faced with the prospect of a third. ind this time our late gallant & P
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g;nar'ls. 1s it nét clear that the interests of the coruon peoplo,

insvery war, arc opposcd to those of both sidos in the conflict A

itarienism and bankrupt capitalism?

n the militarisation of
In this scnsG, it

Amorica Or Britain.

| . The rearmament of Gormeny, while it is the focal point 1
/ Europe, is only a part of this intornational prepar&tion for war,

Ls_no botitor and no worsc than roarmament in EBagt Gormeny, Russia,

Having rcjocted the policy of German roermament, what alternaetive are Wwe to0
end it 1s avolided by many

ur miA 4 . . .
follow? This is the question which must be answaeraed,
opponcnts cof tho Governwment's policy. \

Lirc we to advocate the continued oescupation of the country by British and hma?lcan*

troops? Arc wo to domand that the Gorman pocople be forcibly preventad fromn running
heir own affairs? .are we to leave the solution to 1talks' betweon the Powers, 1n

hich Gormeny is mercly & pawn in the gamoft In our opinion, socialists cannot support

hese mothods, for history has shown that it is not possible tO puild a peacoful Europ®

on this basis,
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Wo heve scen that the 'stetesmen! of tho Grecat powers &rc not capable of solving
the problems of Germany; in fact, they arc to blame for the very oxistence of thcse
probloms. Only the German workers can fchicve 2 rosl solution on ths basie of

socinlism. Only the Germen Labour Movement, by overthrowing the Adonauclt governmont
in the Weat and the totalitarian puppet regime in the Eastern zone, con bring about 2
united independent Germeny. Our tesk is to help them to succecd by demanding the cnd

of military occupation in East and West.

: The problem of Germany cannot be solved 1n isolation. While fightling the
developrnecnt of IVansittartiem', we in Britain mus® Oppos® Germalnl rear@aﬂen? as a Q&rt
of world capitalist roarmament, In this way we can give &an internaticnalls® lead

to the world Labour Movement and the coloniel peoples 1in their fight for peace and

prosperity.

"KEEP LEFT" - Miss B. Newbery :
7 Kinross Close, Kenton. Harrow MdXe.
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