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The Swing to the Left

The results of the local government elections may provide the
Parliamentary Labour Party with pleasant thoughts of a "walk-over™
at the next General Election. Nevertheless, they must not be
allewed to sit on their haunches and just hope that the wind keeps

blowing in our directionj they must make the Government's seat
tee hot for the Tories tc sit on, - '

We cannot help feeling that the Tories are having far too easy

a time in office, Since Suez, the Government has pushed through
the Rent Bill, introduced a vicious class Budget, ignoring old age
pensioners, whilst handing out a bonus to surtax payers, and now
has dr0ppeé the H-bomb, All we have heard from the Parliamentary
Labour Party has been a few mild protests in the House of Commons,
And on the question of the Hydrogen bomb the Parliamentary Labour
Party did not seem to know which way it was going.

There are now protests in the House of Commons about M.Ps.!
salaries, Perhaps now the Labour Party in the House of Commons
will meke life as difficult as possible for the Tories, las they did
l . last time, after the Housing Rents and Repairs Act 195L was on the

Statute Book,

But5if.they could do this then for more money, why cannbt_they
do it now to get repeal of the Rent Act, and to raise old age pen-
sions and to stop the manufacture of the H-bomb?

Nation wide Demonstrations against the Tests

The working class and the youth despise these nuclear weapons
and the spreading of bone cancer and leukeemia by their "testing®,
Let the Parliamentary Labour Party stand ocut clearly for the im-
mediate cessation of the tests anni let the National Council of
Labour be asked to organise demonstrations, &s in the Suez
{ campaign, "to back them up} Pl g = ' |
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A "KEEP IJEFT" READER .;‘irﬂ'rRITESt e 2 e 0 ¢

In the Editorial of your March issue you have made 1t quite
clear that you believe that the United Nations Organisation can
never free the colonial peoples from 'superialism', Surely the
airs of the Socialists in this country 1s to help the colonies to

this end.,

You maintain that the strugglcs of the. eoples in various

countrles is the only soliution, then we have witnessed how thelr

2ims have been achieved, Mass gslaughter 1n Hungary with the people

finally placed in further servitude to the Soviet Union, with

Poland only just escaping a similar fate, but a further tightening

up of security measures by the russian tools and agenis 1n Eastern

Germany and Czechoslovakia., | : " I "

Had we have had a United Nations Organisastion this could have 3t

" been aveided but unfortunately the sorry Government of this country

chose to embark on the disastrous Suez venture which split the -
organisation wide open. But 1t was only the Teeling at the &
Assembley of U,.N,0. that prevented further bloodshed, even though Cp

it left behind a hatred of the English that will be - as-intense in-

- them with neces Sary'm€d1031 equlpment \no
- Fa2t that there only one doctor to every &1
;“ldPP and only Oue for every 71,000 in Indon cSla ang

Argb nstionalist movement What are the aliu

z hundred years time as 1t 1s now by the Tgyetlan peoples.

You maintain that America has r*ered 1nuo the Middle East to 5 e

guard her oil interdst, the threat to ithem emanating from the
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Oout of this will arise a. people who are able to govern'them-
=51ves, and by governing themselves be able to thirk for themselves
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~“hich 'should eventually lead to a strong BSocialist movement in these gl
_coaruwlfs, the United Nptlono Organisation being used for the
sowWing - T uhl " seed. |
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THOMAS T. KENNEALLY ER

~Luton Youth Section

ATI0%AL LABOUR_YOUTH RALLY, ON 13TH JULY, IN LONDOM

Yie urzge =_1 "Xeep Lelft" readers to support *hls Rally - further
details can =< ~htzined from Alan Williams, Get yaur Reglon e
organise a cezti I0r the Sections-ln-your area, and .rlng your fouth =LA

Section banners, R e - Zetail

dlinavian 8001al ists wﬂll be attendlng tnls'

Severol harzrec Zcand c
: 9
¢ hzve a speciel Scandinavian edition of . "K,L., —

meeting and we inteni
cn sale, We need ycour =zziztan
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The Seecretary of the Youlh Section is Fiss Barbars congdorn,
ho is s teange thoer members are office workergs, dockvard
emnloyess. an me are 551.1 2t sehool studying for Figher School
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Activities very considerahly and the ovanch has always planned
1ts programme one or two ronths in sdvance, Polltisally the young
pecple have always been aadle 1n vae constituency and have been

- ehcauraged oy the adult party. On the socisl side members run
] >loding an asnnual all-day cuting to one
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VHAT  GORS 0N INSTDE THS  PARLIAMBRT.RY LABOUR PARTY

=ft ond Right goes on inside the
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sbour Ferty, just as inside the TUC and the Le.
@e daC ctwors of the struggle for o Soclal-

The P.L.F. consists of 279 Lobour H.Ps. plus a few Labcur Lords,
Vithin it sre groups ©o consifsr specizl subjects, such as housing,
Torelgrn alf=irs, thoe colonies Zr reglonal matters, an M.FPe can
bclong to severasd of these groups ard ploy an active part in then,
Then evoery Thursdoy nizht <hsro is o orief mecting oo dezl with the
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next HQUK‘S tusiness in varlizmant, Lbout cvery thres weeks there
s o full seole meesing of 211 Laobour Members te discuss cne impor-
tant towpic, A FPorlismornsery Committee of 12 - sometimes referr.d

< s thoe YShodow Jobinctd - 1s clected annuslly by sscret vallct,

Hugh Goitslkoll Tokses the Dhoir ot cthese nmecstings snd I must say
thot .h~pa i o oavheompo Lo zxg ony polnt oI vioew, Here, dceelsicns
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Ly rogret is thot oour Frort Scench perfirzonce in the Chamber
lately hasn‘t alvays sxpressed this strengta 21 feeling, though |
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bedly and determinedly enough, they can get 1t.
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You can't change the policy of a huge mevement =g JUr':
overnight, Tt takes times Buy the Labour Farty is ulliiizi=s
democratic, If the renk and file want a more Soclallist TCLlCy

FRANK ALLALUN,
MPe Salford East

WiRRIOR~ARTISTS LMD THE /NGRY YOUNG MEN -

Ais a result of the past Letrayals of the glibetongued Ramsay
MzcDonalds, as & result of the witch~hunts in imerica and the
Soviet Union, and as a result of the capitulation of the intel-
lecctuals before the witch-hunters, o developing anti-intellectual
current - a2 current which is perhaps relatively weak at the

)

moment - has toeken root in vhe Sritish Labour movement, At

Lt the same tims, the Fabian thecrists like CL.i.R.Crossland
have tended to spezk cown, to instruct, the workers, while the
Coclin Wilscns have put forward thd rathertoriginal®™ idea of
Tdamn you all®, But unless intellecctuals cre preparced to do a
hand's turn with others in the Labour movement, 1t is high time
that intcllectuzls were zbolished and intelligence substituted,
Cenversely, unless workers are prepared to study the basic
clements of Sccialist theory, they are going to be led up the
garden path by ancther Ramsay MacDoneald or Harry Pollitt, The
workers'! suspicion c¢f intellectuals, the intcllectuals sclf-
imposed isolation from society, the colour bar, the refusal of
artists to grapple with reslity snd to bring art into a mecaningful
relaticnship to 1ife ~ 2ll of these are o reflection of the
profound spirituzl sickness c¢f cur cultural enviromment, that is,

oi capltalist socictye.

Of coursc, ncne of these developments are exactly newi they
arc in fact, as old 28 closs socilety. What is new, is the
sweeping and far-reaching effect (i,ce, the intensification) of
such trends, There is, for cxoemple, no oxprossicn ¢f hatred for
blocks as blacks in the writings of the ancient and foudal authors
and artists. But it is not true that racial prejudices werc

. totally unkncwn in thosce far-off times,. The cncient and feudal

~ 2nd even the carly capitalist ~ thinkers and writers were men
of public affairs, and they carrisd the conflicts and disputes
of their time into the wribunes and market places, They recog-
nised 2nd encouraged the belisf that man can and will make his
own history. .

Lt 2 time when "the angry young maen' are Mactacking® society
and yet turning in on thomsclves, it is very refroeshing te re-road
the novels of %ola, Balzec, Gorky and France, Today, when the
intellectuals are turning inwards and away from society, 1t 1s
not, perhaps, out of place to recall the example of artists and
intellectuals who, in the best humanist tradition, have fulfilled
the dual role of warrior-artists, Such was anatole France,

Up until the Dreyfus affair, lLnatcle France had not shown any




'I.-
it FAW -

Siruleular dnforesy ia politics, Bab once wae facts ol Lroyius's
victimisation were known, anatole France threw his weight behind

the progressive forces which were involved in the fight for justice,
Yhenever he found the Jews, Freemascns, and Socialists fighting
2gainst the racilal prejudices of the anti-Semitics he threw hime-
self into the Dreyfus struggie, as other warrior-artists had done
before, Clearly the Dreyfus coss was the turning point in Anatole
France's srtistic znd political life, For he turned towards
Sociaslism and begun to play an incressingly active part in the
French Socialist Party. gut more than that, He clearly and
forcibly expressed his ideas on freethought, Justice, onti-Semitism
and internationalism in his novels and other writings. = Thus he
acnieved 2 unity between his rolc aos an arsist and as a citizen,

In 1901 when the raging Dreyfus controversy was at its helght,
France published his sociz2l and political satirce, 4L Chronicle of
Our Own Time, irn which the anti-Dreyfusards werce the victims of

hls barbed irony, le showed up cvery aspsct ¢f human nature,
because he understoed it so well, His characters were drawn from
real life.  They were the carcerists, the snobs, the cowards and
the heroes of the socicty he had known, But what he stressed, as
n artist and as a Socialist was the revolutionary potentizl of man,
The herces of inatole France's post-Dreyfus novels were not passive,
hielpless, Orwellian characters,

snstole Fronce, after the beginning of the Dreyfus case; was a
Zorrior-artist who got down to the brass tacks of the class struggle
~nd the realitics of life, He rejected the bankrupt values of
ctpltalist civilisation, and, through his artistic and political
zetivity, ftriced to create the new social values of Socialism. So
trode unicnists and Sccinlists who hove got time to read novels
w2il find a truer picwure and a2 deeper and more realistic under-
cwonalng of human nature in the novels of .natcle France than in
~a¢ novels of Colin Wilson, Kingsley 4amis, or any of the other
Lngry young men'l,

JiAMES D, YOUNG
Grangcemouth Labour Party

WSTRALIAN LABOUR AND MR. G.LIR
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- -ns recent expulsicn of the Premier of the Queensland State
cloerizent, Mr. Gair, has been jumped upon by the liberszl press
-n filgssmen in oan attenpt to distract the australian clectorate
~r oo T bankruptey and failure of the Menzies-Fodden Government
“itioin zhe domestic and forcign front,

-~ Iz pgenerally fcelt throughout the left-wing of the Labour

moversnT tnnt the expulsion itself was at *he wrong time and over
che wr.r: issue, Gair was known for o long that his days were 1
rumbersc znl like 2 rat in 2 corner he went cown fighting by s
cleverly sizniing cut es a men opposcd to the oil combines, leading
cihercle® struzzle agsinst the moncpolies, Inus, when the

Queensland Cerntral Exccutive of the fustralizn Labour Party

tockles him cver the 3 wecks leave quession (2 rlank in the .
L.P. election pelicy) the result is that the rank snd file voter 3
1s utterly confuszd zs te why they are expelling a man oppcsed to ’
the menopelies, and nct only that, but who is leading an offective N
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campalgn against them, It must ce remembered what the policy
of the MGroupers” (Catholic action) 1s tne of enti-ncnopcely;
not for Sccialism, but for a rewurn tc "free enterprise” e€tc.

That this utopian lantasy is follcwed by Gailr cnd nls supe-
porters need not nave clouded the Issue, The left wing should
have rallicd its forces oo explain the real rcecason for opp csitlon
tc the monopelics, expissd the r&%Culunﬁrf stand of tne“Groupurs”
as an attempt te turn back history and Ifought Ior the national-
isaticn of industry withcutb compensatlon 1T is unfcritunate
that the Q.C.E. did not walt until they had carried out this
acticn before expelling G aithcugh his expulsion was Juse

air
tified, and then they wonld Aave been azbls to face the elecs
toraete as & Party with a clear policy. L5 1t 1s, the people
sre confused, there is every likelihccd of an election and
Lzpcur's chwnuu* 2rc siin, Cnce tha Liperals get 1ntu power
the al setoral boundaries will be fiddled around with until o
have = situation like Scutb Australla where it 1s lmpCSSlle
tC gct the Liberals outh

On the industrial field, therc has been o rise of 10/ -
swarded to =211 Federal workers by the Inauqtrlal Court, This
aword has becn frozen szinces 1953 and hos been kepdt between lO/¢
snd 21/- bblvm the State awards. \Tncrw cre TWo wages awards
in Justralic Foderal sword - nll workers not on State awards,
State award - u*yll .5 - workers in thot porticulzr State. ) .
The strugglce of the Unions is now ©o Z8T o return o the
quarterly adjustments of wages, Ll.c. tnze based on the rise
or fall ¢of the cost cof living.

Tt is with this backsround <azt the sustralian Labour
Party has to re-~crgonise its Iforces ond get & definite policy
t5 combat The next Gensral Slocticn rumocured ICr next year,
against beth the ”Liberal” Sounty forty (Conservatives), and

the defunct, but active Cuthnclic -ctlin forces, i.es the anti-

Communist Labour Party, the Jemicratic Labour Party (N o S.w.),
and the "Gair® Labour Forty (Cuscnsland), The Federal Cone

ference of the AJLJP. was o step in This ulrwalJn, declaring
tho f.LePe. for 2 Socialist austroiiz, The Conference ¢f the
Wonen's Orggnlslng Committes which lzst vear ended in a brawl
this year ended in 2 camplete vicoory fcr the leflt, CoNe
ference declared it solidarity with Dr, Evatt and thg Federal
Conference QeClsSicllS, Tuu Junc Conference of the NeS.W,
Labour Ferty wil finally declde JUDb whe the fL.L.Pe Delongs
£5 - the "feudalistie" ravings of Cztnclic Action, or the

united working class cf naauerLQ.

G. KLEMNNZDY,
Sydney, New Scuth Waless
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AT IS S0CIALISHY (8} Uny Arven't Ve TNSrC Yet?

As ﬁe"havc shown 1in previous articles, the capitalist system
of prodyction has been ous o2 date for come time, We live in an
epoch of world war and ~eomomic erisis which begen.in 191 The
sontinyed rule of the capitalist class threatens to dsstroy the
wortd, Only the victory of the'international working ciass and the
cuteblishing of a planned ccoOnomy eon ensurc the utilization of

modern sci@nce'for"prodaction inastead of destruction.

ig the profit systom still going? The answer JG0S8S
he inaollity of the workers S0 . rul socliety, Only thelir
1L S to pulld orgsnl Zatlons whose loaders Wore really
intercsted ing capltallsn nas neld back the working class.
fyom victo s1lism is able 1O survive because of the
speachery of thc Tobouy leadsrs.

1
failure 1
YT
s [
Oveor and ovor agalin tho npizeps have .shown thelr willingness

tn fight and thelr ability tO organise., OvVer and over again the
coders in whom ey placed confidence have sold them out, bhetrayed

‘hem just wWnen victory ssemed ~orhain, (Members of the A.B. U, will
wnow just what I Mmealis )

_Of course sefeat was sometimes due GO 1ack of experience and
~~rest errcrs OF udgemnent, and it i important 1O leayrn from
4

-
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L

~3 atakeg of this rind., But most ofLen the only explanation of

s-ilure 1s simply the cowardics and spagehery 0f leagers whno are

~r1v interssted in weeoning a jobs
Why did they ao 4o YWny Gp they do 1 =ti11?  Why do the

" sroor leadsrs, SOHIO of whom start ofl as ~incers socizlists and

Qe

-

-+ +entg, ceaibl to fight sgainst the DOWETL S that be and end up 4s
- = agentg 0L capitalisn inside the lapour movament? 1T would be
- -~< = {0 try Lo ansver +thege cuestions in ~eyms of individual
I CTOLOEY as if 1t werc iust o mattser of good men and had men.,
o pspl explenation 18 that imperialism, using a few crumds
T ¢ ayper-proflts squeezcd from the colonial people, has DSEN
0TI ograntd ~oneccasions . $O SOHE sentions oi the WOriers, It has
- .= - on mosslble Tor 7.0, and sociallst leaders to find & niche
st =i tnllsl. A5 return Tor a few relorms, vhich do not alter
T .-~ zpelal seteUud, LNEY nave LHne job of kacplng the workers
i, T oourso ‘v vichbory of socialism wonld make this occlu-
ETTIU - smGent,, and so,.oonscioasly cr unconsciously, they LeCOns
ST C-ig of the WOrLers sirming o battle as the caplitalists

. t
Ses, T oTnteteo enlarge thoelr organisatione,~but svery actlion
' . olormines el |

Py

Tv Toovil wo 187, the workers and peasamts'found"a st of
“esders T 0 oL D 1ike pnis. Tnsy Wele ~hle Lo smash the ruling
clogass =l T 0T - corrorsl POVSTr, desplihe whe aProrts of imperla-
1ist arnics =2 -0 o, A e, comnuniss, woerld crganlsatlion Was
atarhed,  Sut LI =11 sce next month, the leadership of this,
00, gegener-iel ers =hHill the problen of lecdersnlp Y4B ot solved.
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SQLD OUT.

The engineering wages settlement has completely coniirmsl
Alon Stanley's contention (MK L.T May, 1957) that the Coniel,

leadership hzs perpetrated the biggest sell-out since the Generza.
Strike. One of the finest demonstrations of trade union
solidarity ever seen in tThis country has ended in a wage 1n-
crease ranging from 11/~ for a skilled man ©O 3/~ per week for

o vwoman worker. in return for these sums, agreement has been
reached for a 12 month wage freeze, ond assurances given to ena
unofficial strikes, restrictive practices and to co~oOperate in
the installation of new machinery. ”

Though it is absolutely correct 1O czll the strike a sell-
out, it would be wrong to regard it zs a drieat, There is a dif-
farence between the manoeuvres of the unilon burezacrats and the
offects these manoeuvres have on the members they are supposed TO

represent, The sell-cut of the General Strike resulted 1n 2
working class defeat, Thousands tors up vheir czrdas. In many
sreass the smployers were able to pilck and choose who returned tTO
work, The recent sell..out has not had the sams effectis, The
gains in menmbership have teen maintained., Factory and district
trade union oresnisations in most areas have been strengtiaened.
At Firth Browns, in Sheffield, probably the only large factory
in the country outide of ship repair, where an attempl was made
to victimise militants, the management were forced to make a
humiliating climbdowii, . -

The infamous conditions brought forward by the Engineering
‘Employers PFederatlon are an indication that they intend TO take

the ovffensive in the factories, atbempt to weaken shop stewards’
committees, etc. The fact that they have obtalned the signatures
«f 2 number of trade union officials ioosn't necessarily mean they
will succeed. .This will be decided by Tne worzers in the factories,
By signing these conditions and by their hondiing O »hd other
recent disputes, Standards, Mortons, B...0. 2nd origgs, the Confed,
leaders weaken the workers by weakening loczl resistance to the
employers, that they have 10T succeaded in coing is breaking tiils
resistance, By refusing on all erucisl issues to organlse a
serious fight sgainst the employers they ore forcing shop stewards
ond the renk and file to build local leaderships. Unconsciously
they are helping to build the opposition that will eventually defeatl
them, o
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In concluding, I wish to say that I think "Keep Left!” 1s aolng
o first class job in printing news of industrizl struggles, 1 think
the Sections should not only teke a lively interest in these strikes
but where possible should offer practical help. For example, Sect=
tions could offer to help and collect money for any strike committee
in their sreaz. Such zctions will help build the univy that must e
=stablished between the industrial and political sides of the move-
went if the Tory government and the employing class are Lo be
'i\,feated.

NORMAN WINTHROP
E&St Ham, A uE oU .




941K THE PROUD ROAD'

woe o foli, walk, ' Ob “Fhat's the thing.
Tisten to tne voice of Luther King, |
ton't dare take the white folk's seat.
111, we won't take any. on vour feet:"

An' old John BroWwn

Tn lastin' grace

3its lookin' down

?’u‘rith b Smile On hiS face,

Alshama, Tennessoe

(Meanest States 1n +he land of the free)

Tom Paine's lan’', ADE Lincoln's lan’, |

W.C,C. an' the Ku Xlux Klan. | | )

vust kesp the nNegroes in their place
Thirk they belong 1O the human I'acCCa
sentle Jesus, meek an' mild,

Throw a botile &t = black schoolchild.

Black-skin man in cod' s own shape,
Open youy mouih an' vou'll dis Tor rape
Black-skin womarn, use Joul VOLEe
An' you'll feel a 1lynch-rope round your throat, |
Rlack-skin folk are no damn good. . |
They don't act ~ivilised like they should
Think they're good 2.8 US by far,
Don't give 'em a chanee, 'cog they sure
- L ArES.
0ok at what the 7' ve Gone to us -
Juat bechuse of Jim Orow on the bus.
yated tc fight, started to talk,
Sald, "Bnother and S1sLer, et us walk, "
) Listen to those tramplng feet
B sounding out for justlice On the street
zread backs stralghten, shed their load
Negro people on the Glory Road,

. An'  ©ld John Brown !
Tn lastin' grace
gits lookin' down 1
Zith o osmile on his face,

With rovnoviedgement s +o TOL MALCOLM. This poem is reproduced

from nis booxlet "poems of Political passion., Copniles of this
booklet cazn O obtained from Tom Malecolm, 17 Auldearn Road, Ralornock,
alssgow, 11,1, price 1/6d each. |
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