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Down with
exploiters,
“rugged indi
vidualists” and
tyrants.

LABOR ACTION

For a workers’
world — peace
and plenty,
justice and
freedom.

New York‘ N. Y., Thund.‘. June
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Job Pickup
False Hope

|
|
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Facts Show

Wages Down Two-Thirds,
Work Off 44 Per Cent |

in Seven Years

CAPITALIST BALLYHOO

Newspaper Revival Stories
Attempt to Fool
Jobless

By HARRY A. HOW:

NEW YORK-—The big capitalist
newspapers have been falling all
over themselves with rejoicing dur-
ing the past week. “Business is on
the upswing.” “The depression is
ending.” “Widespread rise in jobs

continue.” These have been the
headlines. But a careful study of
the stories under the headlines

leaves one wondering what the
rejoicing is all about. And a fur-
ther checking up on reported wage
increases, ete., convinces one that
either the editors of the papers
are drunk or thal they are deliber-
ately trying to fool! the public.
When Roosevelt assumed office
as chiel executive of the nation on |
March 4 he inaugurated the New
Deal for the Forgotten Man by‘

closing every bank in the country. |

Businesgs for March slumped to new
lows. Wages were cut. Thousands
more workers were thrown onto !
the streets to exercise their rugged |
American individualism.

Back to Where We Were
With Hoover

By April, however, the New Deal
had got its bearings, and declara- |
tions, manifestoes and commands
began issuing from the White
House. In place of the sour faced,
fat Hoover, with whoin the country
had grown terribly bored, we were
now greeted with the smiling face
of the “friend of everybody.” And
after a temporary fright the
part of the big banker barons, who
at first took the words about driv-
ing the money changers from the
temple seriously, confidence of the
profit takers was revived. Business
began slowly to recover from the
March paralysis. And this is what
the newspapers are rejoicing about.
April business wes better than
March business. But how much
better?

Employment in the month of
April, according to the United
States Bureau of Labor Statistics,
increaesd 1.6 per cent over March

on

and payrolls 4.5 per cent. They
were below the corresponding
month of last year, however, 10

and 21.9 per cent respectively and
compared with the 12-month aver-
age for the year 1926 employment
was down 44 per cent this April,
while the workers of the country
were getting 66.6 per cent less wa-
ges. Compared with last July,
which was the low point in manu
facturing employment thus far, the
April job figure was up 1.4 per cent
but the payroll total was down 3.6
per cent. Surely these figures make
the rejoicing seem somewhat pre-
mature.

Stories of Revival Were
Premature

An example of the reliability of
the ballyhoo about employers glv-
ing voluntary wage increases is the

loudly herarlded 15 per cent wage |

increase to the workers of the Am-
oskeag Manufacturing Company,
large cotton goods manufacturers
of Manchester N. H. A few
after the increase was announced
4,000 Amoskeag mill workers came
out on strike. The company had
announced the increase to take of-
tect on July 29 in an attempt to
head off the growing discontent of
the workers.

Another illustration of the same
thing is the reported wage in-
creases in Illinois. The official re
port of the Illinois department of
labor ehows that increases of 3.8
per cent in manufacturing indas-
try employment were offset by de
creasés of 3.7 per cent in payrolls
and* 9 per cent in employment in
non-manufacturing industry.

Still another story is that of
Stewart-Warner Corp. This com-
pany had announced a 70 per cent
increase in employment within &

(Continued on Page 2)

days |

Know Him?

WILDER, Tenn—If you
nize the man in this picture, alias

recog-

“Doc” Thompson,
Coal & Coke Company gunman who
was found standing by the body of
Barney Graham, murdered presi
dent of the local U.M.W. of A send
his name and record to the United
Mine Workers of at
Wilder.

Told that company gunmen were

Fentress County

America,

planning to kill Graham, Governor
McAlister and State Secretary of
Labor Jacobs refused to intercede.
Eight days later Graham was shot
11 times. Company gunmen, “Doc”

Thompson and Jack Green, were

found standing over him.

Tennessee miners are asking the
labor movement if Thompson has
operated as a gunman other
fields, and if he has a criminal
record.

in

Protest Hitler’s
Attacks on Laber

NEW YORK the
few days thousands of workers and
sympathizers
of protest

-

During past

attended meeot

the wage
program of
Hitler
These
been by
| the National Committee to Ald the
| Victims of German Terror of which
A. J. Muste of the CPLA is chair-
man, or by local committees set up
by it.

In Newark, over a thousand work
| ers packed Kreugers Auditorium in

have
ings against
cutting,
the German
is attempting to carry out

union busting

boss class that
arranged

meetings have

an enthusiastic rally Twenty
Lasor Actions were sold In
New York City, police used great
brutality before they were able to

disperse a militant demonstration

of workers who had gathered to
greet Hans Weiderman, Hitler's
representative to the Chicago

World Fair

Workers everywlere
that Hitler is the counterpart of
American bankers, bosses and
wage-cutters in general, and they
are determined to show that they
are opposed to Hitler and Hitler
fsm in Germany or America

recognize

- -

WORKERS, FARMERS!
Write LABOR ACTION about con-
ditions In your section.

Order Bundles of LABOR ACTION
to sell to your frisnds, neighbors
and fellow workers!

| deman

| centers

| today as it was yesterday.

Price 5 Cents

Seeing Red TomMooney State Conventions Prepare For

As Milkwar
Ends InWis.

|Fighting Spirit of Farmers

Running High in 19

Counties

1500 Militia. 5000 Depu-

ties Used by State Against
Farmers
ELKHORN, WIS (Special)
Some people out here think the

| war between the rich and the poor

has already

The government
militia to help the sheriffs
the greatest
ever in this section
Farm throughout 19 coun
ties declared a milk strike that in
volved thousands of pickets patroll
ing highways pitched
battles militiamen, sher
iffs and poor farmers. Two farmers
have been killed

At
ently

started

called out the
and the
law put down strike
witnessed

mapses

and several

bhetween

present the strike is appar
temporarily ended by
agreement reached between Schme
governor of the state, and
the farmers Cooperative Milk Pool,
but the fighting among

farmers is running high

an

spirit the

They are not going to forget soon
the and the
used the

tear-gas bombs rifles

against them by govern-

ment
Battle Along
200 Mile Front

Starting on May 13 the farm up
rising spread over a 200 mile front
in all effected

and

Pickets were active
Sheriffs

rushed to the aid of scab farmers
and truck drivers attempting to
drive tirough the lines with low
priced milk. Repulsed by the pick
were hurried in
reinforcement

deputies

1500
the
Many

ets militia

by governor as
ffered to
workers

fight

deliver
milk free t« They
declared they g milk
dealers who keep farmers in pover
ty milk to city con-
sumers at huge profits. Milk farm
ers here have been pushed to the
(Continued on Page 2)

farmers

city

weie

while selling

Threaten PMA

Foreign Born

TAYLORVILLE, ILL.—(Special)
Adopting the Fascist tactic of

stirring up race hatred and intol

}

erance in an effort to check the
growth of the Progressive Miners
of America, enemies of the rank

and file union are mailing threat
ening circulars to the foreign born
miners
“This
born
“Speak English
it

America,” the foreign
told in the circular
If you don't know
If you don’t like it

is

are

how, learn

move!

Conspirators Known

The Progressive Miner, the union
paper, in commenting upon this
latest move to check the PMA,
states that the conspirators who

aim to create racial division in the
mine areas are well known.

“It {s the same ilk that have pil-
fered, grafted, robbed, murdered
and intimidated the union miners

“It is significant to note that the
United Mine Workers Journal, off
mouthpiece of the Lewis
crowd, is discontinuing its lang-
uage section just at the time when
the drive against the foreign born
is being instituted.”

cial

Labor Fakers? Neverl

The answer to the underhanded
propaganda is not only to ignore it,
says the Progressive Miner, but to
weld the mine ranks into a more
eolid unit,

“Unionism was born on the basic
principle of ‘No discrimination on
account of eolor, creed or national-
ity’ That principle is just as true
The
PMA makes unity with all rank
and file miners. Unity with the la-
bor fakers? Never!”

No Evidence

State Has No Case Court Is
Told=—But Tom Is Sent
Back to Jail

WORKERS MUNT
Philadelphia Defense Meet-
ing Brings Together
Many Groups

UNITH

SAN FRANCISC( Cal Ton
Mooney has been acquitted be
cause the district attorney refused

to present evidence he
for
Mooney hatc gone

knew was

insufficient conviction — yet

back to prison
to serve the rest of his life unless
the power and protest of the work

ers force a pardon for him

“The tragedy of this case today
Mooney told the court when ac
quittal was ordered s that a
though the district attorney de
clares the evidence not sufficient to
introduce in this tria t was suf
ficient for four governors of this
state, the appelate and supreme
courts to hold that should stay
n prison.”

"HILADELPHIA a Labor
stepped forward here May 22 wher
Socialists, Commu: CPLAers
and trade union gathered
Hungarian Hall Mo«
defense meeting. O dred ar
seventy-five delegat rom 125
ganizations joined forces f
Mooney in the r nclusive
inited front of la
known

Despite refusa the off
Socialist Party to ticiy €
Philadelphia brar joined 1t
rathering Speake \ D |
H. H. Felix, secretary of the local

P. branch; Willia M Com
nunist organize J. B Matthew
Fellow p of Recor A. J
Muste, cha n of tt €
for Progres Labor A r
vice hairman of the Nat na
Mooney Counci f Act I
Van Gelder, Socialist W
Leader, vice-president f B t

f the Fu Fashion Hosiery
Workers
—

System Rotten
Says Minister

BROOKLYN, N. Y.—That pastors
well
just

sometimes stray from their
fed flocks to hell
around the corner was shown when

Frank Kingdon, pas

discover

the Rev. Dr

tor of Calvary Methodist Episcopal
Church in East Orange, told the
Social Service Committee of the

E. church that a recent investi-
gation has revealed “symptoms of
a social system which is rotten and
intoleratle.”

Shocking facts were disclosed to
the church members

“One of the blackest spots in the
nation is Connecticut,” the pastor
The survey showed that wo
men in the work 60 and 70
hours a week unbelievably low
wages

Earns 6bc in 66 Hours

The church committee, gathered
in Brooklyn a dinner, was
shocked to hear that a woman fac
New Jer

sald
state
at

for

tory worker in Passalie,
sey, Dr. Kingdon's own state, had
worked 66 hours and earned 66
cents. But that The
woman had to get a lawyer col-
lect her pay.

Such surprise of Dr
Kingdon to meet a woman factory
worker in Trenton with a $1 check,
which was her pay in full for two
weeks' work and overtime, that he
photograph of the

was not all

was the

procured
check

a

No Remedies Given

He told the diners in the church
that the investigation has revealed
“gsymptoms of social system
which is rotten and Intolerable,”
and said that ministers would in-
vestigate labor conditions in Pater-
son and Passale, New Jersey. The
echurchman didn't say whether he
had any remedies in mind to cor-
rect the evils of capitalism
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Purpose of Ohio Jobless Meet,

Called For July 3-5, Columbus
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New Leagues Organized by

Continuation Committee

in Pennsvlvania

HARRISBURG

The pury ' tionad ( ON o
slied for July  Colw Ohid
y the Ohi nemployed League, i i .
ol y y »." Relief  Evils Halted by
> Organized:; Fight
I Commissary Plan
"t . } RF G ¢ Spe
A the wor
18 « m
W e zed un-
» » the state
\ pital on June
pringing up
i k et f the drive for
t As ir ther
where a milar campaign
( t the Continua-
v Y eleg Con e ha

West Pledges
In
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Delegate

CHI( ILL

AGO
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by
Workers
ting

Leagues

here on

from

tions of t

he

- ( Special )

mb

official

May

the

St

us,

of

nvention of the
1 Ohio,
b was endorsed, through the
delegates,
the Federation of’ Unemployed
America,

The
un

on

18-14-15

un

ate

¢

yed
Wash

that

would send “two box-car loads

delegates” to C
resentatives
vention of that sta
ed ir '!,'~i‘x'l y

Oh national

ylur
stated

nbus

wo

that

in preparati

llana

A COon

gathering

Delegates From 16 States

The

alled by the (

Federa
1
Committee

brought 96 delegat
ations
Lincoln

ifated

eral organiz

at

claimed affil

gether

represented, tota
hundred
wit} he Nat

!
es

in

nemp
from

16
1

Center

ed

W

branches

45

t

icago Workers

ment
gen

states t

The
those
Three

nnec

al Committee of

Unemployed Councils and 187 with
the Ohio Unemployed League. Ohlo
was shown to be by far the best
organized state
Battles against evictions, fore
closures and other abuses were de
jded upon. It was agreed that a
federation unemployed organiza
tions should be set up, but no de
plans for extending organ
jon weare outlined. The federa-
tion would rather be a unifying

and correlating agency

Karl
Missouri
Wwilliam
employed
the

of t

Lore

R
L.eague
national

he

unemployed
Truax of the Ohio Un

we

executive

Southeastern

leagues

elected

and

to

committee

HERNDON CONFIDENT

IN FACE OF JAIL ABU!

ATLANTA, Ga. (FP) I'm here
because I was instrumental in OF
ganizing 1,000 Negr and white
workers to present their demand
for adequate relief to the city gov
ernment. I'm here because white
and black worke have struggled
together, but I'm going to get out
of here for the same reason-—be
cause nothing will be able to hold
Negro and white workers fighting
together.” These are the confident
words of Angelo Herndon, 19-year
old Negro unemployed leader held

in Fulton Towers prison
For six months Herndon was kept

in jail without trial. He
jected, as he says, to “101
mistreatment,” including

electric chair rigged up outside
to

cell in an attempt
fession from bim

wre

was sub

kinds of
a fake

his
5t & con

Stree r new groups
Lty
e 1 & gathered in
—— — f the ( ..v"g)’~
: field nt ourt ! 6. to hear
. Va. Joblessg|io r- mims Buwr 7. Gan
. T a f the Decatar
Hail Leagues i wemsiore. o e
. g € s organization. The
} ~ a4 - a
In All States|=t=- meunat bt &
New League i
By WALTER SEACRIST Formed Daily o
CHARLESTON W. VA—Splash At Wallaceton, Budenz spoke
Beach on the edge of this city, fam- T the porch f the Chief
us for its gold-domed capitol, was | Burgess’ office, and T eagues
again the scene of a multitude of t d for that place and for
jobless men and women, many of Bigl throuzh the coal-end
them ragged and half-fed, whem Or k-making towns of Blair. Clear-
1€ May 14 to solve the hun- field and Cambria Counties, the
ger problem. They came from the spreading. Additional
villages and mining camps of the » been established in:
Kanawha valley alfields : Greenwood, Barnesboro
ke the hunger march of 1000 Hastings Patton. Coalport, Cur
niners w the Beach | wensville West Decatur, and
A year ago, re to move until | Nanty«
he ROVErnor ( » state dug inte m the other end of the state
tate funds and found a little re S. Breier of the Lehigh
ef 1 the un yed met U.C.L. reports a er of
Y time to form a permanent or groups including « large
ganiz n t arry on a systematic | league in Bethlehem which has al
fight for adequate relief ready begun to do aggressive
Determined to Organize Gross abuses exist in relief dis-
It's the first time in my life 1 |tributior ost everywhere in
worki men and women  Pennsylvania. The State laws, in
their own affairs,” de- |many cases, are being cpenly
are a Negro speaker ts the | flaunted by the relief authorities
first time | ever saw them Men are forced to labor on state
the affairs of the boss al highways for food orders, although
F stting politics, rell - the laws clearly call for payment
AT ¢ rowd, angered in cash at 40 cents per hour. Priv.
by relief its, was deter ed to|ate homes of politicians and those
d a league with political pull are repaired and
We are wage slaves who are to- revamped by “food-order” men
\ eing starved by the country e
that we helped to build,” one sad Ees?on of Organization
'he new that bless workers 'almg Effect
in other states have organized and Where organization flourishes, a
won concessions from relief off halt is called to such abuses. The
jals in the form of more relief and | tion of the Northumberland
higher rellef wages, told by league County Workers Protective League
organizers, brought a new light in in stopping work on relief projects
to the eves of the men and women intil the workers are covered by
Speakers told how leagues in Ohlo compensation, has led to the pas
gent out a mnational call to the un sage of a fake workmen's compen
employed in the United States to sation law for relief workers. No

meet in Columbus July 3-4 to write
a Declaration of Independence for
The

by

American workers news was |

hailed with cheers the gather

ing

Bosses Force Relief Cuts

Brant Scott, vice-president of the |
West Virginia Mine Workers
a two-day-a-week relief job di-|
in Charleston at §1 ‘~Hi

who
ha

recting traffic

a day, described relief conditions |
in the state as intolerable. Kana- |
wha field coal operators are rv‘.
gponsible, he charged, for the re-|
cent cut in relief-work wages from |
30¢ an hour to 22%c an hour

“The operators have forced the |
earnings of miners down so low
that they were afrald they wun‘,ll‘
juit the mine and go on reliel
he declared

The men and women pledged

themselves to organize and bring
{nto the league all the unemployed
workers and their wives. They set
up committees, pledged supp¢ rt to
jobless leagues in other states and
to the National Convention in Ohlo

compansation can be received un-
the man is injured for 26

weeks and no provision is made in

e88

case of death

There
s between counties in the relief
oted Where organ-
jzatlon has beon effective, the dis-
But in some
inadequate
sameful
Cambria
found
$1.50

are also decided inegquall-
per faraily
better

the

are

tribution 1s

already

jes

allowances cut to

depths, In one town In

family

wk» were expected to live on

county, a of 9 was

food per week
The
force

gystem, already
is being

An ef
made to spread it
through the state. This is the in-
tamous “6 cents for food per day”
plan, under which the workless
will not be allowed to choose thelr
own food but will have it handed
out to them

In some communities, the relief
authorities take an Insolent and
czarlike attitude, and at Philips-

(Continued on Page 2)

commissary
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State Conventions
Prcparc For Ohio

Congress, ) uly 4

(Continued from Page 1)
burg they threatened Peter Dem
chak of the Rush Township unem
ployed league with a slugging if he
persisted in
them.
Preparing for Convention

The state jobless convention will

bringing cases before

thus find plenty of problems before

it for consideration and action
The

ready established are bringing the

various organizations al

food to Harrisburg for the dele
gates. Indiana County's Une mploy
ment Council, for example. has

pledged 25 bushels of potatoes. It

represents 11000 enrolled mem
bers, from 32 local branches, Le
high, Allegheny, Philadelphia and
other counties are doing their

share in a similar way

State Convention
of Jersey Jobless

Newark. N. J. (8Special) Never
before hLave so many workers. in
dustrial and l h to
meet a problem as lar
and we want to meet
said one of the delegs
New Unemployment
ference held in Newark «

The g brought t« )5
delegates r enting
tions of the ur ed

more than 20 000 workers

Resolutions
demning the thr

boys to go to the Roosevela dollar

were adopted con

t ised t re
eats used to ge

a day camps nsisting n th

abolishment of the food order fo

of relief and the

substitution of

'k per

cash payments for we

formed; for

interests

workers
agains

for the san
sion In taxes or
unemploved w

ognition by the

municipalities  unemploved

sratives whi

makizg in ch

to profit

ontractor:

) partic
pate in the

Continental Con

State convention of the

that » State

ence instructed t

gather material reg
lumbus July 4th
ay the materiad befo

n committee

jation Y
Warren C. Montross
ford

was elected Provis

man of
and Ann
visional secretary

United Protest
In Conn. June 6

By FRANCIS HENSON
HARTFORD

wide federat

Conn A

of jobl

state
ess organiza
for adequate

onstrate

capitol grounds
the legislature
closes » demonstration will be
the first in Connec it of the

state’s organized unemployed

Up to date not a dollar has been
expended by this state in relief to
the joblees unem
ployed leagues and councils joining
In a statewide federation, have de
cided to take the
own hands.

The demonstration will dramatize
the mass need for relief. The dem.
onstrators

masses. Local

matter in their

men and women from

leagues, councils, workers commit
tees and unemployed associations
will demand for the unemployed an
immediate cash payment from the
state

YOUTH TO RALLY MAY
30 AGAINST WAR. LOW

WAGES, LABOR CAMPS

NEW YORK.— On May 30
ands of working and gtudent youth

will rally to protest unemployment

thous

and locw wages, child labor and
school retrenchment Especially
they will protest the Roosevelt

Forestation Camps with their dol
lar a day wages which are in fact
military training camps. They will
demand that war funds be used for
relief instead of for military ap-
paratus.

In New York City, the
formed CPLA Youth gronp will join
with other radical and liberal
groups of students and young work-

newly

ers to stage an anti-war rally and-

dance at Irving Plaza on May 28,
and will parade through Harlem on
the afternoon of May 230.

The Young People's
League, although Invited to partiel.
pate in the work of National Youth
Day, has refused.

| Deal has not

Socialist |

Mrs. Agnes Burns Wieck. as president of the Women's Auxiliary of

the Progressive Miners of America,

members in a

little more than six months

has built an organization of 20,000
Daughter of a southern

Ilinois coal digger, formerly a school teacher, and organizer in several
A. F. of L. unions, Mrs. Wieck has a son of 11. The organization she

leads has been a powerful

rebel union

factor

in winning support for the new

Sonwlhing Besides Sheep
Sheared To Pa.\' Bankers

By JACK PARNAC
DILILON, MONT The sheep
Are not the only ¢ ) get sheared

niry

ynes t

in th

is ;:).Aep coL

of wool
35¢ to 20c a pound,
and camp
tenders were cut from $90 a month
to $60 and $75 spring wool
was selling as low as 9 and 10¢
were $40 a
But this spring wool went
1p to 22¢ whereas wages now are
$30 a month

The sheep ranchers explain this
by blaming the bankers During
lled prosperity era sheep
borrowed as high as $12 a

ee years ago t rice

dropped from

and wages for herders

Last

a pound, and

month

wages

the so-c

men
head on sheep

around $15
came the crash in
the outfits in debt to
Sheep mortgaged at $12
and 34 a

head. Something beeid:s sheep had
to be sheared to pay the bankers

At present with wool up to 22¢

A pound and wages down to $30 a

month, the “poor” gheep outfits,

greedy for more sheep and range,

bankers, greedy for inter-
est on loans, are making it plain

that they want low wages for hired

help and high prices for wool. They {
are taking the difference out of |

Sheep were selling

ind §$16. Then

9 and left

ir ears

pped as low as $3

and the

Business Revival !
Has Not Yet ll(‘lp(‘(l;
Starving Workers|

(Continued from Page 1)
month. But, as revealed by a recent
stockholders squabble, it had based
its comparison on the week of the
bank holiday when employment
minimum
nounced a boom when its employ-
ees returned. Employment had ac-
tually experienced only a slight
rise from February, the gain being
than % per cent.

Business activity had so boomed
during April and May, says a Fed-
erated Press story, that by mid-
May the index of activity published
by the New York Herald-Tribune
was back to the low of July, 1932

Stock Gamblers May Be
Happier

Thus the business pick-up that
has taken place since the New
Deal replaced the New Capitalism
exists mostly in the imaginations
of newspaper editors and of Ad

was cut to a and an

less

)f the herders and camp-

in meager wages and long

Furmvrs;‘;v Red
As Wise. Milk War

Halts 'l'cmopruril_v
Contin
edge of

milk

1ed from Page 1)
bankruptcy by organized
dealers

f 400 and
ned at strategic points over
200 mile front battled with
deputies and the militia, dumping
thousands of gallons of milk. The
third of the strike saw 5,000
deputy sheriffs active, carrying
resembling baseball bats and
loaded with gas bombs

Burn Effigy of Holiday Leader

At Kaukuna the strikers burned
v straw effigy of Milo Reno, farm
h leader, after he had called
ff plans for a national farm strike
Strikers asserted that Reno had
taken cold-feet and let them down
'he national strike was postponed
indefinitely “to see what Roosevelt
Is going to do.” Meanwhile fore-
closures continue.

At last machine guns were
rushed in, 300 farmers were jalled,

Crowds 500 farmers

stati

the

day

clubs

liday

| Russel Helding, 19, a farmer’s son,

was shot in the back by a militia-
man. Governor Schememan ordered
the mobilization of 14 additional

companies of national guardsmen
to break the strike.
On May 18 a temporary settle

ment was reached and the battles
stopped by agreement between the
governor and the Farmers' Milk
Pool. How long it will last no one
knows since the farmers are furi-
ous and seeing red. It was their
first experience with the militia.

Farm Loans Start

WASHINGTON, D. C Hopes
for collecting $2,000,000,0%0 from
farmers brightened here when in-
surance companies learned that
Paul Bestor, Roosevelt's Farm
Loan Commissioner started
advancing money from the $200,.-
000,000 fund for direct loans to
farmers and for the refinancing of
second mortgages.

Groundwork for early action to
get the farmers on a mortgage
| paying basls was laid at a confer-
| ence between Chairman Henry W.
Morgenthau, of the Farm Board,
and representatives of {insurance

had

ministration publicity agents, The
only actual pick-up is in stock spec-
ulation. Gambling in Wall Street
is recovering. Nearly a quarter of a
billion more have been
loaned to gamblers by New York
banks this year than last year
But few of the 17 million job-
workers and farmers of the
country are aware of any change
They are still their chil
dren still starving They want
work and bread, and that the New

dollars

less

hungry;

The bankers must be eaved first.
After that there will be time to look
after the interests of the people
of the country. A huge civillan
army is being fast whipped iunto
shape for that very purpose.

yet got around to.|

| companies which hold mortgage
| claims against farmers for $2,000,
| 000,000 and interest
|  While the government with one
:» hand advances money to the farm-
| ers, at 5 per ceant interest, with the
inthor hand, consisting of sheriffs
and courts, it will compel the farm-
| ers to pay it to the insurance com-
| panies
| Total mortgage indebtedness of
| farmers in the United States to the
| cunitalist class, including banks
land insurance companies, is esti
mated at $8,500,000,000, An aver
| age 6 per cent toll of $515,000,000
for interest, collected vearly from
the farmers, is the goal of big busi-
ness.

“Mill Shadows”
To Be Presented
By 1ll. Miners

GILLESPIE, ILL.— (Special) —
“Mill Shadows,” Tom Tippett's
play centering around the massa-
cre of six textile sirikers in Marion,
North Carolina, in 1929, is slated
for a first showing here the first
week in June,
ome s the finest
drama written in America,
Mill Shadows is being produced by
author, Educational Director
of the Progressive Miners Union,
with a cast of union miners and
members of the Women's Auxiliary.

Pronounced by

labor

the

Story of Marion Massacre
The play is a life representation
includ

of events in a mill

ing a strike, leading to the Marion

village

“Mill Shadows” Author

Massacre. Six workers were shot
down by deputy sheriffs and com-
pany guards. The author, who him-

in the strike, and knew
who were killed, has giv-
in the play to the mar-
tyred workers,

Presented first in eastern cities
in 1931 by the Brookwood Players,
Mill Shadows was staged in Rich-
mond, Virginia, this spring by the
Industrial Players of the YWCA.

self was
the men
eR voice

Sympathy for the Exploited

‘The play is moving in its truth
and beauty. In the audience it cre-
ited a new understanding and sym-
pathy with the mountain people
who moved down to the mill vil-
lages where they are exploited by
industry,” Mrs. Ralph Chappell of
the Richmond YWCA said.

Norbert Milair, of Charleston, W.
Va., is designing scenes for the
play. The Auxiliary plans to take
the play on tour through Illinois
coalfields.

-

Cheap Labor
Edison Policy

Workers Plan Mass Protest
June 15 at Town Hall,
Muste to Speak

By J. T. GODBER

NEW YORK, N. Y.—Sinclair|
[ewis’ book “Cheap and Contented |
Labor” which graphically presents |
the low wages and horrible work- |
ing conditions of the South might |
the con
fronting the employees of the Hdl—1
son combine in greater New York.

well deseribe situation |

Former $55 a week engineers are |

now working as collectors for $21. |«

are ln—!

plenty of

If they complain they
formed that there are
men outside willing to work for|
the One man after
working for a four.day period was
laid off. After deducting the in-
stallments due on electrical appli-
ances he had forced to pur-
chase, he received a check for 80
cents,

Live Wire Now
Being Printed

In a letter to the Brotherhood of
Edison Employees, a group of con
struction “Why
We
of things now.”

wages paid

heen

workers asked:

not come out more often? are

seeing your side
In an effort to reach more men the |
Live Wire, organ of Brother-
hood. is now appearing monthly in
printed form. It is being distrib.
uted by groups from the CPLA,
YPSIL, and one or two colleges.

A monster mass meeting 1s being
planned for June 14, in the Town
Hall by the National Committee on
Utilities and Labor and the Bro
therhood of Wdison PEmployees
Former Congressman F. H. La
Guardia and A. J. Muste are listed
as the principal speakers

A mass picket line was thrown
around the home of John C. Par
ker, president of the Brooklyn Edi-
son Company, protesting the “New
Deal” which for the Edison work-
ers has turned out to be a raw
deal

the

|

'FROM THE FIRING Lmnj

A British Worker Writes

To American Comrades

William from
England to say that when it comes

to fighting capitalism, the Ameri-

Bettens writes

can worker, once he becomes class-
conscious, is superior to British
Britishers are
still pumped full of parliamentary
dope and respect for royalty, He
would like to get in touch with the

used to know in

workers, because

‘comrades’ he

America. His address is No. 2
Southside St., Plymouth, Devon,
England.

. . .

He writes
I lived in the United States 11
years. I used to belong to the good

old TWW and up to 1921 I was
in the struggles under Bill Hey
wood's western lumber jacks 1

have tried to get in touch with the
old comrades, I would like to hear
from them. | used to speak at Main
and Water streets in Rochester.
The IWW had gone down in the
war and I was then in the Prole
tarian Party.

I tell these fellows here that
when an American worker becomes
class-conscious he is far superior

to Britishers when it comes to
fighting the enemy Capitalism.
British workers are still deeply
soaked with old Parliamentary

Dope and all the Sacred Hypocrisy
of Royalty, Sports, Religion and
fear of the Bulls. Their minds
are stuffed with gangster films
from America and dime novels.

Poverty is worse here than it is
in the East Side in New York. But
a little Dole and Devon Cider, a
high-sounding name for doped vine-
gar and cabbage water, a sports
paper, and they are pretty “safe.”
Because a Britisher grumbles is no
sign of revolt, Merely shows a de-
sire for social reform.

OUST NATIONAL YPSL
HEAD AFTER HE WENT
INTO UNITED FRONTS

CHICAGO, ILL. — (Special) —
George Smerkin, elected national
secretary of the Young Peoples So-
cialist League about a year ago,
was removed from office by unani-
mous vote of a special meeting of
the League’s national executive
committee recently held in Wash-
ington, and Winston Danels, city
secretary of the New York City
YPSL, was put in his place

It is charged that Smerkin was
removed because, contrary to So-
cialist Party instructions, he par-
ticipated in the Chicago united
May Day demonstrations and be
cause he attended the recent Con-
gress to Free Tom Mooney The
Mooney Congress was attended by
representatives from almost every
element in the labor movement cx- |
cepting the Socialist Party

Many rank and flle Socialists
here seem surprised at the action |
of the YPSIL executive
They point out that only a short
time past quite a few of the mem-
bers of this committee, such as|

committee

calling themselves militants, had |
been criticising what they termed
“the right wing reactionary tenden-
the Sociali’t Party
Now these same militants, so it ap- |
pears to the rank and fille members,

are unanimously supporting the!
right wingers.

fes” within

UNITED FRONT MARCH
OF PHILA. JOBLESS

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.-—On
1 a mass demonstra-
tion of the jobless for adequate re
lief, rent moratoriums, light,
and water, and against the Pinchot
“commissary plan” will be held at
Reyburn Plaza

Behind banners
demonstration a
Unemployed

June
united front

a8

the
the
Unemployed
League and the Citizens
Unemployed Cooperative League
will begin marching at 11 o’clock

proclaiming
united
Council

front

Citizens

Route 1 will start from Fourth
and Lehigh, route 2 from 31st and |
Market, route 3 from 10th and|

Christian, route 4 from Strawberry |
Mansion |

HOUSE PARTY
Arranged by Committee on
Strike Relief
Conference for Progressive
Labor Action
SATURDAY, JUNE 3—9 P, M.

222 East 17th Street

Dancing-Games-Entertainment
ADMISSION 15 CENTS |

And where the unrest is more ac
tive the capitalists send one of the
Princes to smile and then the hun-
gry men and women feel hetter for
1 time, With rotten fish, stale
bread and prayers and groans they
manage to crawl around on their
hind legs looking like a bunch of
prairie dogs watching the train go
by

There is no Red Movement west
of London. Just some Social Re-
formists waiting for a Hitler to
arise and tell them what to do.

Ohio W orker
W ants Action

Here is a letter to Labor Action
that digs down into the grass roots
of reality and sets up signposts for
the jobless,

It comes from Labor Actionist C.
H. McCarthy in Austintown, Ohio,
where the Unemployed League has
struck against scab relief pay and
fought its way forward through
hard knocks,

. . .

Worker McCarthy writes:

“We must.rely on ourselves thru
our own power, expressed in or-
ganization, based on unity of pur-
pose. We must decide to take things
into our own hands.

“There is no adequate relief to
be had from the Civil Authorities.
They are agents of our oppressors.

“The organization should be an |

industrial state in miniature of
the dispossessed workers. It should
be the Workers' Government. They
can legislate in their own behalf,
regulate their own activities in re-
lation to their social and economic
life

“The problem of relief belongs
to this organization of the work-
ers. They can work it out, pass
legislation according to experience,
ind control all relief,

“The workers Government must
function independently of the pres-
ent set-up of relief bureaus that
operate on the basis of supplying
Just enough food to keep the work-
ers out of the grave. This way lies
the danger of a let-down in the
physical health of the Jobless and
their families, to be followed by an
epidemic or gradual mass starva-
tion.

“Organized jobless workers must
fight for full standard rations and
proper nourishment, first for the
children, so that they are well fed
and clothed and supplied with
school books, and then for them-
selves

“The movement must be kept
free from the influence of business
men and professional interests.

“Finally, the only way out {s
through action. It is better to at-
tempt resistance and make a few
mistakes than to lie dormant and
do nothing.

“When reliet is denied or with-

hotion that a counter attack should
be launched by pulling « grocery
wagon from the road or by clean-
Ing up a store to feed the hungry,
and the bi!! for same presented to
Lile ity relief commissioners
to be paid.

“But all jobless activities should
be  thoroughly discussed and
planned and carried out in an or
sanized manner in the interest of
he Workers.”

Penna. Priest
Jips Jobless

In Mount Carmel, Pa., there is
a priest who thinks that unem
ployed workers who organize to

obtain relief are hoodlums and
bums. But let Felix Frazik, as
sistant secretary of the Unem.

ployed League, tell the story
e.e
One of our members went to hia
priest for a relief order. The priest
said, “Do the Un
employed League, or are you will
ing to work for a food order?
Then the priest told him to g0 to
the League and get his food order
The priest knew that our League
issue orders for food

you belong to

can't

The man came to our headquar
and told the
mittee what the had said
A committee of five at once called
on the priest,

ters executive com

priest

“Why doesn’t this man get a re
lief they asked

But before they had time to fin
ish the question the priest ordered
them out of the hall, which is un
der the church
the

order?”

They went out
called them
“Hoodlums,
Demchak,
asked the
come on the outside and call
a bum

and
a pack of
bums!” he

priest
hoodlums
Mike
committee,

said one of the
priest to
him
But the priest staid where
he was
At our next meeting the commit
the incident to
Believe it

tee reported the
rank file

the members

wnd or not,
400
demons-

| trate in front of the priest’s house!

about
wanted to

present,
unemployed,

An effort was made to get the man

arrested, on charges of slander,
but no officer connected with the
law would undertake it. The priest

happens tc be a politician The
rank and file want to know how he
happened to have control of food,
and they mean to find out

Since the League’'s formation we
adjusted 7% cases. Well we
hope to see all you comrades at the
National Convention at Columbus,
Ohio. Yours united front
national organization of all jobleas

have

for a

IN NEW YORK
FREE LECTURES

CPLA Headquarters,
128 E. 16th Street

Friday June 2, 8:30 P. M. “Func
tioning in and Through Mass Or
fganiutiom." Speaker A. J. Muste.

Friday, June 16, 8:30 P. M, “Fu
[ture of the CPLA; It's Task in the
American Labor Movement.” A. J

| Dancis, Umansky and Sam Bakely, | held from the unemployed, it is my | Muste.

Land and Water

PIONEER YOUTH
69 Bank Street

For the Development of Personality
and Experience in Social Living

Pioneer Youth National Camp
Foothills of the Catskills, Rifton, N. Y.
For Boys and Girls 8—16 Years of Age

Workshops — Dramatics — Music — Hikes
and Nature Lore — Non-Competitive —

PROGRESSIVE, SOCIALLY MINDED STAFF

10 Weeks Season—$165; Part Season Registrations
Also Accepted

SPECIAL RATES TO CHILDREN OF TRADE UNIONISTS

For information inquire
WALTER LUDWIG, Director

AMERICA, Inc.
New York City

WAtkins 9-4627

Whoever heard of a social hall without ¢ fireplace!

Sports — Garden
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LABOR ACTION

FOREIGN NOTES

By CHARLES LAGNER

AUSTRIA

A concordat just closed between
Austria and the Vatican throws a
revealing light upon the increasing
influence exercised by the Church
on Austrian affairs. By terms
a Catholic marriage becomes legal-
ly binding, although the Catholic

its

Church does not recognize civil
marriage. Religious instruction be-
comes obligatory in all schools

The Catholic Church is given full
liberty to teach both reigious ana
The National
growing
communities are
During the
last two weeks Hitler became hon.
orary citizen in 16 Austrian com-
munities. . . . In Vienna 80 Com-

secular subjects. .,
Socialist movement is
rapidly. Entire
enrolling as members

Continental Congress

And Socialist Party .50

To the Socialist Party:

The Continental Congress held
under your auspices at Washing-
ton on May 6 and 7 brought to
gether thousands of workers, farm-
ers, clerical, technical and profes-
sional people. Many of them were
of fine fighting quality. You are to
be congratulated on this achieve-
ment,

That so many from all sections
of the country responded to the
call, in spite of the fact that in
many lnnumcgs they were practie- |
aily penniless, shows that there
is an awakening among the masses

| the

munists were arrested
The Communist Arbeiterwehr was
dissolved by government

. The Austrian government was
“radicalized” in the sense of the |
Austrian Fascist Heimwehr by the
resignation of three conservative |
ministers and the appointment of
Heimwehr members in their place.
... On the first of May Austria re
ported 350,552
ing unemployment benefits

BELGIUM

The Minister of Finance has de
clared that the government will
not be able to pay salaries or pen.
sions for several months as the
budget shows a deficit of 1,200,000,
000 francs. . The Belgian (social
democratic) Labor Party, accord
ing to its annual report of May 15
has 568,191 members; in 1931 its
membership 559,086 The
Chamber of Deputies discussed the
German situation Vandervelde
characterized the Hitler govern
ment as a dictatorship of bestiality,
and accused the Belgian Liberals
of having made their peace with it.
The Liberal Minister of Foreign
Affairs Hymans replied: “The So-
clalists cowardly to re.
sist."” the two gentle-
men came to blows.
When the German steamer “Wat-
ussi” entered the Antwerp harbor
flying the National Socialist flag,
Communist stevedores refused to
unload the ship. Of 300 workers
only 16 returned to work oun the fol-
lowing day. The ship was delayed
24 leaving the har-
bor.

BULGARIA

Comrade Napetoff, former Com.
munist deputy and party leader,
was murdered on the street by
counter-revolutionists

DENMARK

In a solemn session of the Crown
Council the Social Democratic Min-
ister-President, Th. Stauning was
decorated by the Danish klag with
the medal for distinguished service
The good king further presented
the Premier with a silver key in
honor of his valuable work for the

recently

decree,

unemployed receiv-

was

were too
Whereupon
almost

hours bhefore

nation Stauning expressed his
gratitude with much emotion
FRANCE

General Wenzaw, the first Soviet
Russian military attache in France
since 1917 has arrived in Paris. . . .
Since last week an organ devoted
to the interests of the German
refugees in their fight against the
Hitler dictatorship, “Die Freiheit”
is being published. . . . At a trial
conducted against 180 workers who
were indicted in Saigon in connec-
tion with the uprising in Indo.
China, eight were condemned to
death, eoighteen to life imprison-
ment and nine to prison sentences
totaling 100 years. . . . The motori-
zation of the French army is mak-
ing rapid progress. The French au-
tomobile industry has received or-
ders for 250,000 vehicles for the
army. The entire artillery will be
mechanized by the end of the year;
half of the cavalry completely, the
other half partially. In the same
period the tank division will be
equipped with more than 4000 mid-
dle and heavy tanks. Furthermore
large orders have been placed for
200 P. S. airplane motors. . . .

GERMANY.

In Neukoelln near Berlin 14 Com-
munists were arrested for distribut-
Ing the illegal “Rote Fahne.” In
Ehrfurt the homes of a large num-
ber of workers were raided and 40
Communists arrested. . . . In Frank.
enthal distributors of Communist
leaflets received prison sentences
of from two to four mouths. . . .
The Communist party official Gal-
inowski in Allenstein was shot by
Nazis “in self-defense”” . . . The
Bavarian Communist Landtag dep-
uty Dressl committed saicide. . . .
The Communist Reichstag deputy
Bennedom was expelled from the
party for refusing to return {o his
election district from the Saar re-
glon which is under Allied control
... The Magistrate of Zweihruecken
has ordered that in the future no

and that they are looking for lead-
ership and action.

You evidently had in mind that
this Congress might be of more
than ordinary significance when
you announced that it was to
draft a new Declaration of Inde
pendence. When the Declaration of
Independence had heen adopted in |
1776, it meant calling out the
troops against the British and get-
ting down to business!

If Not Concrete Action, |
What Was Congress Called For?

You failed, however, to use the
opportunity for achievement and
concrete action which was present-
ed to you by the outpouring of
masses at the Congress. The Con-
gress remained simply a demon-
stration “largely confined,” as one
labor journal puts it, “to the four
walls and the hearts of the par-
ticipants.” |

One step that should have been |
taken by the Congress is pointed
out in the official journal of an |
influential union which had a large
representation at the Congress,
namely, the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers. “The one thing at least
that this Congress should have at-
tempted to do was to create the
broad base of a new political align-
ment to inciude the workers by
hand and brain, ete.” This seems
obvious, unless indeed the idea in
calling the Congress was to at-
tract members to the Soclaist
Party. The resolution finally passed
by the Congress provides for ex-
ploring the possibilities of a uni-
fied mass political organization. We |
urge that immediate serious steps |
to carry out this decision be taken. |

In view of the tragic conse-|
quences of division among the|
workers, the question of the]|

“united front” is ar urgent and im-
portant one today on other fields
as well as the politicai. You did
not, take any steps lo;

|
|

however,

given to Jews. . .'. In Prussia ‘_‘158:
Jewish lawyers given per.
mission to continue at the bar. Ot
these 735 served at the Front and
1383 were admitted to bar hefm'nL
1904. Hitherto 14,890 Jewish law. |
vers have practiced in that state. |
. The Board of Directors of the |
Social Democratic Party has been
indicted for malfeasance by the aun-
thorities, for the acceptance of
moneys from trade unions and co-|
operatives for the SPD and its
press. The Executive of the Gen-
eral German Trade Union Federa.
tion has been charged with patron-
age and connivance. . . . On May
14 the bank accounts and treasuries |
of the trade unions were confis-
cated. On May 2 the government
had confiscated only the books of
the trade union organizations. . . |
In Bremen the entire Central Ex-|
ecutive Committee of the SPD was |
arrested for the distribution to its
members of a printed financial re-
port. . . . Philipp Scheidemann has
appealed to the German Pinters
Union of which he, as former com-
positor, is a member, for disability
benefits. His physician has vouched
for his inability, because of old
age, to find gainful employment.

JUGO SLAVIA

In the expectation of new up
risings in Dalmatia and the Croa-
tian border regions, the military
anthorities have mohilized the en-
tire Jugoslavian marine force. The
sallors on many of the warships re-
fused to obey order; however, de-
claring that they would not shoot
their own brothers. 195 sailors and
officers were arrested.

SOVIET UNION

On May 10 a Ruseian-Italian
agreement was signed in Rome
based on the principle of equality
and most favored nations. By Rns-
gia this trade agreement was
termed a “further step toward an
understanding between Rome and
Moscow.” “The signing of this
agreement,” says the Pravda, Mos-
cow. “at a moment when England
and Russia are engaged in a com-
merecial war, is of the greatest sig-

were

county fair concessions shall be

| Obviously

|charge anyone at

draw into active participation in
preparation for the Congress any
except certain leaders of your own
Party and a few others already
very close to them.

What Do You Mean by
Disruptionists?

Then at the Congress itself and
in statements subsequent
position has taken by
elements that those

thereto,
been

these same

{ who brought up the question of the
| United Front at the Congress

did
so far the purpose of disruption
this was not the way
hundreds of the delegates includ-
ing S. P. members felt about it,
for they responded to the appeal
for a United Front with such vig
orous applause that those who dom.
inated the Congress felt that only
by raising a point of order could
favorable action be staved off!
We contend that only those
whose minds are somehow distort-
ed or who afflicted with fear
and could possibly
Congress

are
nervousness
the
with having engaged in any activ-
ity that might remotely be
described as disruptive. The mes-
sage to the delegates of the Con-
tinental Congress signed by certain
individuals belonging to various
unions, the 8.P.. the CPLA, the C.P.,
etc., was couched in moderate lan-
gnage, included in it very little cri
ticism and that of the mildest sort,
and advanced a program practically

even

| every item of which the Congress

adopted.

The delegates from LILPA.
branches and others who desired
to have the idea of a united labor.
farmer party discussed -certainly
were not obstreperous or obstruc-
tive in their manner

When your Credentials Commit-
|tee debared certain delegates, no
|attempt was made to raise an issue
on the floor as might casily
been done, but the

have
itter was
Committee
and adjusted.

The members of the

Progressive

Miners Union of Illinois created no
disturbance when those in charge
of the Congress declined to give
them the floor, for fear that men
tion of this independent union
might offend some in the AF. of L.

The Committee appointed by the
Free Tom Mooney Congress to ap
pear before the Continental Con-
gress and appeal for support of the
United Front Mooney Action Coun.
cil did not attempt to force itself
on the Congress when those in

charge declined to give
This although the

it the floor
Committee in

cluded in addition to Philip Van
Gelder of the Socialist Party, a
member of the C.P. and the chair-

man of the CPLA who is attacked
by certain Socialists as a disrupter

We recognize the difficulties in

the way of achieving a Unitea
Front, including the special dif-
ficulties which the S P. confronts

We submit however that we shall

get nowhere by impugning the sin

cerity of anybody and everybody
who raises the question. Funda-
mentally, the issue is raised not by
any individual or group but by

the very situation in which we all
find ourselves-—by the tragic spec

tacle of Hitlerism triumphing over
a divided labor move t in Ger-
many, the tragic weakness of our
own divided labor movement.
Therefore the issue will not down
The local and state Councils of

Action which the Continental Con-
gress proposed must face the issue,
must achieve united action if they
to achieve effective
Signed
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE
Conference for
Labor Action

are action!

Progressive

An Open Letter Addressed
To Franklin D. Roosevelt

By A. J. MUSTE
Executive Chairman, CPLA

“'I FHOUT doubt the most im-
portant question before the |
American people today fis “h--lhcri

the National Industrial Recovery
Act and similar acts of your ad-
ministration will achieve the re-

markable results for the well-being
of the which
claimed for them

masses are being
It is true that
you and other spokesmen for your
administration do not use the
and materialistic language
of Herbert Hoover when he spoke
of “a chicken in every pot and two
automobiles in every garage' It is
natural that you should wish to dis-
sociate yourself from all connec-
tion with the efforts of the late ad-
ministration to maintain or restore
‘prosperity by proclamation.”
The claims which are being made
in more subtle language for the
sponsored by your ad-
ministration are really, however,
much more extravagant than those
that were made under the late la-
mented Republican regime. Hlmwfl’i
was going to extend or restore the |
prosperity which we had knuwn“;
You are giving us a complete “New |
Deal,” a new economie order. It|
has been said that what is happen-
ing under your inspiration is as
revolutionary as anything that
happened in the United States in
, in France in 1789 or in Rus-
sia in 1917. To a people suffering
as the American masses have been |
since 1929, liying in the midst of |
1 world of poverty and woe, it is ai
terribly important question whe-
ther the way is actually being
pened to a new era of well-being,
security, justice and peace,

coarse

measures

P
177

or

... KENTUCKY MINERS...

A Four-Part Story About the Harlan Coalfields

|
|

Part Il
THE PARENTS

KNOCKED at the door.
“You here!” It was Anna Ball.
Jim Ball got up to shake hands.
He bent forward and jogged across
the room with his hands clasped

on his back. The stooped walk and |
the deep-set, dust-circled eyes spoke |

poignantly of his forty-five years
under low mountains.

Two years ago I had met Jim
Bal!l for the first time, and under
very different circumstances.

e
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By TESS HUFF
men with money invested in a bad
business they took the side of God,
Country and Capital against the
miners.

The coal operators may have re-

o =\

“The less the peopl

have, the louder they praise the Lord.”

he had lifted a corner of his coat
and patted the black butt of a re-
volver, “If the sheriff’'s men bother
us tomorrow you'll read about it
in history.”

The miners were having a pic-
nic and he was collecting money
to buy milk and bread for thé chil-
dren.

“Last night they tried to blow
my house up,” he said. “They put
a stick of dynamite under the front
porch.”

Jim Ball was a union man, and
he did part time service as a Holl-
ness preacher. Now, however, he
threw away the Bible, took his

! union card, and buckled on a gun.

Apparently the show-down had
come. The miners were holding se-
cret union meetings in the woods.
The mountains began echoing
sharp gunfire and dull distant
blasts.

The reign of terror had started.
And it was so beautifully staged
that even town-people got wild eyed
and silent.

Thinking of a union and higher
wages, the coal operators shook
publicly with fear and rage. They
couldn’t pay more. The industry

nificance for Moscow. . . *

was shot. And being good business

e in a mining camp

for more and more bread. Anyway
the noise and ado was touched up
with realistic effects. Some of them
very startling. Dead miners.
Whipped miners. Miners aghast at
blown-up soupkitchens.

It was in this period that I first
met Jim Ball. .

That summer the Ball family
managed somehow, mostly by pick-
ing blackberries and selling them
in town at twenty-five cents a gal-
lon. The daughters, Anna and
Marie, came to town with bucket-
loads of blackberries, and returned
with the buckets stuffed with union
literature.

Ann Ball's husband was in pris-
on in Atlanta for running a moon-
shine still.

Marie's first husband had been
killed in an exulosion, and she had
married again. The story is told
through the coalflelds. After the
death of her husband the mine
foreman, Bird Baker, told BEd Ori-
der, a young miner, that he would
make him a present of a fifty-dollar
bill the day he should marry Marie
The young miner liked Marle, 80
he made love to her and they got

bR LR S R R LT i TSR e Y | saw this at once and I felt that
“See that?” he had asked. And |alized that more than theatrical ef- | sometning was lost. The rebel cries
fect was needed to silence thous-| that had howled through the coal-
ands of miners who were asking | fields were now lunging voiceless-

|

married. Afterwards they went to
Harlan town to see a lawyer about
‘ollecting the insurance. The law-
yer got very angry He showed
them the law. A widow who mar-
ries again can't collect a penny.
The mining company gets out of
having to pay the four thousand
dollars provided by the compensa-
tion law for the death of a husband
killed in a mine. The lawyer was
pained and very sad.

“When will you miners ever
learn?” he said.

“They’ll need the money,” said
Marie and her husband. “Let them
keep it. We got fifty dollars. What
do we owe you for your trouble?”

And without bitterness they ac-
cepted the whole thing as some-
thing they had expected.

The last time I saw them they
were living with the Ball family,
Marie and Ed, Anna and her daugh-
ter, Flossie. Jim Ball, berry-stained,
poverty-stricken, blacklisted, was
having difficulty getting cartridges.

Fifteen months had passed.

And now Jim Ball was living
in the same house, four rooms, the
sitting room small and dJdark as
ever, like a room in a mine with
a small light glowing. And there
was Anna, Marie, Ed, and the little
girl, Flossie. Nothing had changed.
Nothing except their faces. Their
faces appeared drawn and dark-
ened in a constrained silence. I

ly through their thoughts. And

bread was scarcer than ever.

HEY were glad to see me, I

think. But at the same time
they were fearful. Ed Crider gave
me his chair and got a box for
himself, and we sat close up to the
grate-fire. The camp preacher had
come in and was outlining to them
the plans for the Community
Christmas tree.

“I'll tell you, Brother Day,” sald
Mary Ball, Jim's wife, when the
man had finished. “You're making
a mistake. You know what will
happen? If you let just everybody
put things on the tree some people
won't be there. And you can't
blame them. You think I'd take
Flossie? There aint mobody going
to put anything on for Flossle, I
know that, and T won't take her
and have her unhappy seeing the
chosen children getting everything.
And you ean’t blame me.”

whether we are being utterly and
ompletely fooled

Is Your "New Deal" Same As
Wiison's "New Freedom''?

This is not the first time that the
masses of workers and farmers in
he United States or elsewhere
have been promised a New Deal
I'here was, for example, Wilson's
‘New Freedom.” Under that dispen
ation the Clayton Act was passed
which by forbidding the use of in-
junctions in labor disputes,
that the
beings is

and
labor of hu-
not a commodity,
was to give Labor the right to or-
ganize and was hailed by Samue!
Gompers as the Magna Charta of
The courts found
4 way to emasculate the Clayton
Act. Labor not organized
Woodrow Wilson, reelected to the
presidency on the slogan “He kept
of led United
States into the World War, We are
still suffering from that New Deal!
The liberals in the United States |
such as Woodrow Wilson, the liber-
in England, such as Lloyd
Asquith and Sir Edward |
promised that out of that
war would come a new world. It
was to be a world of peace, justice
and plenty, “fit for herces to live |
in.” Their promises were not ful-|
filled. The masses were tricked, led;
to slaughter by the profiteers, and |
those that remained were then |
again tricked and fleeced in the
post-war madness which culminat- |
ed in 1929. |
Under the circumstances do you |
blame us if we do not accept pro-|
mises now made at their face val- |
ue? And what evidence can you |
give us that these new promises |
are better than the old? |

Can the Leopard's Spots Be |
Changed by Proclamation? !

Under the National Industrial |
Recovery Act the government is 1.0;
enter into “partnership™ with bui-i
ness and finance (as well as labor,
farmers, etc.) Every day brlnztv’
new revelations, such as those in |
regard to Muscle Shoals and cer-
tain prominent bankers which now
figure in the news, of the brazenm |
robbery and deceit perpetrated up-f
on this government and this people |
by these industrialists, profiteers |
and “money changers,” as you
yourself called them in your in-
augural address. Some of them
who “got caught with the goods™
are, of course, being made scape-
goats; most of them are to remain |
where they are. Are we really w|
believe that these profiteers and |
money changers are reborn, filled |
with a new spirit?

Are we indeed to be blamed if
the very fact that the proposals for
a “planned economy” are being so
enthusiastically received by those
who only a few months ago were
rugged individualists and insisted
upon their right to run their own
affairs to suit themselves, makes
us suspicious? They accepted gov-
ernment control during the war
too and profiteered unconscionably,
even at the expense of the men at
the front, and then immediately
after the “emergency” was over,
demanded complete freedom from

ecognizing
man

American Labor

is still

18 out war” the

118
George,

Grey,

camp would feel obliged to put a
little something on the tree for the
preacher.

“Though, poor old devil, I guess
he needs it bad enough,” she said.

“He looked a bit starved,” I said.
I remembered that Jim Ball had
been a preacher.

“Probably is,” Jim Ball said.
“The men give him nickles and
dimes along, In scrip, and a pack-
age of coffee, maybe.”

“If you didn't know it,” Mary
Ball said, “we’'re all on starvation.
The whole camp. I've lived around
mines going on twenty-six years
and it's the first time in my life I
ever saw miners loading coal for
twenty cents a ton. And two days
a week! Lord only knows how we
manage.”

“And the less the people In a
mining camp have, the louder they
praise the Lord,” Anna said lan-
guidly.

She sat with her feet on the
chair rung, her chin cupped in her
hands, her green eyes gazing
dreamily and sleepily out the win-
dow at a schoolhouse set in a mud-
dy field.

1 wanted to ask about the union.

“Are the people religlous? I
asked, Instead.

“Oplum,” Anna sald: “They get
drunk on it.”

Jim Ball glanced at her for a

government interference. What as-
surance have we that this perform-

ance is not to be repeated?

Robbing Not to Be Abolished—
Only Curbed

The profit system which landed
us in the present mess is not to be
abolished under this National In-

dustrial Recovery Act, On the con-

trary the “revolution” which is
supposed to be under way is an
American one, we are assured, and
therefore individual initjative is to

be retained.
profit

But to say that the
system is to operate, only
it is to be curbed, is much like say-
ing that there is to be war but with
6 inch instead of 8 inch guns. Bus
iness is badly scared at the mo-
Its profits are largely gone.
It wants to make profits again, and
on the basis of the prevailing $10
a week wage for adults and the $1
per week being paid to children fa
the sweat shops in many states,
it should be possible to pile up
handsome profits again before long.
Under these circumstances, will
not the chief effect of the National
Industrial Recovery Act be, not to
achieve a revolution, but to save
the profit system and to guarantee
continuing profits to industrialists
and financiers?

If we are told that it is the liber-
al, farsighted, socially-minded em-
ployers and bankers who are go-
ing to run business under the New
Deal, we ask for specific details
Does this mean, for example, the
heads of the great corporations such
as the steel trust, the automobile
companies, the General Electrie,
the Standard Oil, the public utility
combinations, who have bitterly
and relentlessly fought and are
still fighting every effort on the
part of their workers to organize?

Role of Liberals To Wash
Reactionaries’ Dirty Linen

The role of liberal employers is
usually to pull the chestnuts out
of the fire for the capitalist sys-
tem when the reactionaries get
things into too bad a mess. In Ger-
many after the war these liberal
employers were willing to acocept
even Socialism, consent to the na-
tionalization of basic industries, so-
cial insurance, etc. We have seen
what that was worth to the Ger-
man workers. The end was Hitler-
ism. What reason have we to sup-
pose® that the end in the United
States will be any different?

Be it said in passing that we are
not impressed by the fact that
liberal professors, ecomomists and
publicists are loud in their praiseq
of the New Deal and its possibili-
ties. This same crowd marched be-
hind Woodrow Wilson into the war
to save the profits of Wall Street.
If they are now marching behind
another Democratic president in
order to save capitalism once more,
that is not unexpected, and it does
not hold out any very rosy hopes
for the masses.

Certain other questions ocecur.
In the trade associations which
are to be set up under the Natiovai
Recovery Act and which are t7 be
free from some of the restrictions
of the present anti-trust laws, /s it
not inevitable that the big aggrega-
tions of capital should control, even
though the bill orders that this
must not be? The anti-trust laws
too were supposed to curb trusts,
vast aggregations of wealth!

Will Government Regulate
or Be Regulated?

These trade associations In
which government enters into part-
nership with employers and em-
ployees are, so far as necessary, to
be “regulated” by the government.
Governmental regulation of public
utilities, however, has everywhere
broken down. The utilities control
or flimflam the regulating com-
missions.

‘What reason is there to suppose
that the big corporations under
government regulation are not go-
ing to swallpw up all the little fel-
lows and establish a dictatorship,
Just as has hapened under govern-
ment regulation in the utilities
fleld? The head of the United
States Chamber of Commerce re-
cently sagely observed that under
tho National Industrial Recovery
Act everything will depend upon
the spirit of the administrators,
and big business does not seem to
be afrald of them.

Under this act workers are pre-

ment
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THIS IS HOW IT WORKS

VIOLENCE

This has become the stock ac-
;cuuall()n hurled at class-conscious
’rudk als. Point out the reasons why
| it is impossible to change the pres.
HARRY A. HOWE | ent unjust and cruel social system

E. J. LEVER HERMAN GUND E. R. McKINNEY into & just one by the methods of
KARL LORE J. B. 8. HARDMAN A J. MUSTE Iro-.form and you become a blooq- |,
. : YR . Y SR Pl A | thirsty “red,” you don't believe in
Under Direction of the National Executive Committes of CPLA | emocracy. you believe in “bloody
Volume I. No. § SRR Thursday, June |, 1933 ‘i revolution A

| Sure, most of your accusers will

jr(-ndn_\' admit, something has to be

MORGAN PAYS NO INCOME TAX
|done, the world is in a terrible

¢ e o > : ; t b, perhaps near | .
fellow-worker, are I'mh‘hl'\ without a . 3 P | state, but why not give Roosevelt a
| chance? Or if he fails, then we can
:nlect someone else to do the job.

Y’ul'.

starvation. “Your” government has been pleading poverty as
an excuse for not giving adequate relief

Senate investigations in Washington have just revealed why We must be patient. We must use
the government is poor J. Pierpont Morgan and all !n.\‘ partners democratic methods.
paid no income taxes at all during the past two vears' They have -3 .
millions—but not for relief.

Do not think, however, that Morgan and
All the bankers and bosses vho dominate
robbers and murderers. Under the guise
their “own" government and murder the workers and
slow starvation'!

We must kick them all out and take things into our own hands

vVvwvww

WHAT ABOUT IT, MR. PRESIDENT

Action demands that

Should you ask them what they
mean by democratic methods, they
the present system are | will tell you, “exercisizing the fran-
of patriotism they rob | chise, of course. Going to the polls
farmers lh‘ lon election day, like good citizens,
and voting for honest men.”

“But haven't we been voting for
honest men for years and years,
now,"” you will reply, “yet you ad-
mit that the country is
mess. Is it because we have been

his pals are exceptions

FIYHE Conference for Progressive [abor
President Roosevelt immediately fire Secretary of the Treasury

“Oh, but you believe in violence!"

|

|
|

in a terrible 'ally admitted is more imminent than at
the Pacific Coast after theoretically destroying a California City.

PREPARING FOR

THAT WAR

R

The Devil You Say |

b By TESS HUFF
‘ The King of the Cowboys

| “Business sure is bad,” said the
€gro boy shining my shoes.
“What makes you say that?” 1
asked.
| He was about 10 years old. He
lhud a dilapidated shine.-box and a
| green cloth.
| “What makes me?” He looked up
‘Hn see whether I was serious. “This
|is the first nickle today.”
; “But you have some good days?
| “l made a quarter one day last
fwt-ekA Yesterday and the day be
'l’om I didn’t make nothing.”
In the diswance a €Oop was stand
!lnx on a corner, looking toward us
i “Do 1
| asked.
| “Sure they do.
| chase me."”
: “Are you afraid of them?”
| “No.”
| He stretched the green cloth
ftlght and heat a tattoo. The leather
. | began to gleam,
“You'll make plenty nickies S0me
day,” I said. “You'll be in one

the cops bother you?"

Sometimes they

S of

Along with all the rest of the world, the United States

any time since the 1918 armistice. Here is a group of bombers above |

[these swell shoe-shine parlors.”

“Who? Me?" he said. “Not me
“Well what are you going to do” ‘l
“Im going to live on A farm.” He
{locked up to see whether I umder

is preparing for the war which it is now gener |

It is a pretty maneuver in peacetime.

Woodin and Norman H. Davis, special U. 8. Ambassador to Furope
preparing for the London Economic Conference
been shown, got special favors from the House of Morgan as an
Norman Davis got a big loan. some of it

insider in stock deals
not vet repaid.

Woodin as Secretary of the Treasury runs the Federal Reserve.
1s supposed to collect income taxes,
law which is supposed to clean up our financial svstem
stands to gain or lose millions by Woodin's actions and Woodin

has secretly taken favors from M
debts, Morgan investments in Fur
is in the same fix

If Roosevelt expects any one to believe that he even half meant
monev-(

his line about "'!T'\’lng the
let him fire these men.

But what the workers and farmers

more important

a workers’ world!

A

vVvvww

AN URGENT MATTER
PETITION addressed to Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor,
n I
any other official of the United Mine Workers of America from
the proposed commission which will be established by the Adminis- | . . o

asking the exclusion of Joh

tration's Coal Regularity Bill, has

Department of the Progressive Miners of America. The Petition

reads as follows:

WaeReas, The present Administration is expecting to in-
troduce a Coal Regularity Rill, whereby a commission will be
appointed to regulate same, in

WHEeReas, We, the undersigned, have reason to believe

Rooszvelt won't save us
We must kick out the whole gang of politicians.
who have heen getting favors from Morgan

of Morgan! Smash this whole system'
Why throw perfume on the stinking mess >

fooled into believing we were vot.

ing for honest men while in reality
we were voting for crooks? And if
this is the case, what reason have & o6 9
we for believing that we will not be b('()rt's Reglllars
fooled the same way in the future?” -

“Well, anyhow, | don't believe in CHICAGO.—Doctors in
| bloody revolution,” they reply. *I
believe in change by non-violent
methods.”
Davis who deals with war S S
, in the name of the U, 8 It is strange, but few of these
same good, gentle people get very
much excited about the violence

Woodin, it has

Ty

has to carry out the new banking
Morgan :
union, the Chicago Medical Society

and are organizing a dual union,

rgan
e, ete the Cook County Medical Society
which held its first regular meet-

ing at the Palmer House. The rea-

hangers out of the temple,” |that is inherent in our present sys- SOns for the new organization read
tem of society. More than 17,000,000 | like those put forward in any labor
f the nation do is much | workers are unemployed in the union when reactionary officials

|and selfish policies call forth a rank
land file revolt.

The regular doctors uniom, it is
charged, is blindly reactionary. It
fights all efforts to iower the cost
| of medical care and all progres.
| sive plans for socialized medicine
The regular union is run by a gang
{of doctors small in number, but
who tie up with the medical ma-
chine in the rest of the state and
in the country. It controls the hos-
pitals, and good jobs, the publica-
tion and medical education world
| It cares only about its own selfish
interests, the rebels say,

United States today, many of them
|are actually starving, their children
are undernourished. Any attempts
{on the part of these workers to or
ganize against the system that
| makes their lives unbearable are
put down with the most bruta!
| ruthlessress. Yet, few except the
{radicals. the “bloodthirsty revolu-
tionists,” make any protest what.
| So-ever against this capitalist vio
lence.

We must save ourselves.
bosses and bankeis
Smash the House
Why patch up the wreck?
Away with it all! Build

Lewis, John H. Walker or

been sent out by the Educational | Roosevelt, idol of these American
|liberals, has been In office since
March 4. He knows that vast num-

bers of American workers are des-

Dr. George W. Funck is tempo-

perate; that scores of them are dy. |rary chairman of the New Cook
the near future, and ing from exposure and starvation; | County Medical Society which has
that thousands of American chil- in its membership the socially

that if such bill should become law appointment would be |dren are growing up under the iminded and progressive doctors of
rendered to John L. Lewis, John H Walker or anv other most terrible handicaps. Yet what Chicago.
official of the United Mine Workers of America, and has he done thus far? i
Whereas, Past history indicates that thev have racke- He has done a lot to help the : :
: ast h v 2 : 2 . . A
teered, stolen, betraved, abused and conspired against mine  bankers, stock gamblers and in- WHOSE CRIME IS THIS?
: g . Il themselves |
workers, come.evaders to pu | ] ‘ ;
THEREFORE BE 1T out of the hole into which thelr PHILADELPHIA, Pa—A young

Every
this country should sign and help
of which can be had by
gressive Miners of
sential

America

RESOLVED, That your office give just con- |
sideration to the rank and file, in vour recommendation
selection of a commission, administering this law:

person interested in the welfare of the coal miners of |

Gillespie, 11

| mother, who said she had no home,

and | 9reed had got them, but he has
it |gave birth to a baby girl In the

|not done ome zingle thing about
opening the factories of the coun- | Street here at Grays Ferry avenue
A patrolman,

try so that starving and destitute | 2nd Alter street.

to circulate this petition, a copy |

: | | back to making | making his beat, found the woman
writing to Educational Department, Pro. | Workers could get back to 9

P i | the things they need so desperately. | With her newly born child
rompt action 1s es- | . s 0 Questioned at Graduate Hospital

| Neither has he done anything ijhﬂrn she was taken, the young

BOOKS FOR WORKERS

|compel state and local authorities  /mother, whose name is Mrs. Mar.
to refrain from using violence in|ion Sullivan, said that her husband
|dealing with workers and farmers | has been out of work for more than

Forced Labor in the United States
by Walter Wilson. International
Publishers, New York. $1.50.

THIS is a timely book. The mo-

tion pleture “I'm a Fugitive

from the Chain Gang,’ ’'the book
“Georgia Nigger” by John Spivak
the sentence of the young Negro,
Angelo Herndon, to the chain gang
for eighteen to twenty years for
leading a demonstration of un-
employed Negro and white workers
in Atlanta, the campaign for the
recognition of Russia, all of these
and more turn the searchlight on |
forced labor.

Challenged by the attempt of the
American capitalists to shut out
Russian products from the United
States on the charge of forced la-
bor, Mr. Wilson set to work to ex-
pose the hypocrisy. In a style
which s simple, direct, and ocea-
sionally fronic, he presents evidence
collected from officials, commis.
sions, government reports, newspa
pers bhooks, observers. and partici
pants to prove conclusively that the
United States uses forced labor
within its boundaries and in its
colonies, as do the other capitalist
and imperialist nations, and that
Soviet Russia is the only country
where the workers obtain the fruits
of their toll. This book will con-
vince the reader that the American
capitalists are concerned only with
the preservation of their economic
svstem based upon exploitation and
oppression of the working class
and with the destruction of the
Soviet system which is building a
socialist soclety. ’

]vhn organize to better their condi- |2 year and that he left several
American | tions., State troops are called out | Wweeks ago for Chicago to hunt for
prisons are sold at home "lndlnlmnst daily to help bosses fight |employment. Mrs. Sullivan didn’t
abroad in competition with t"“is!rlkinz workers. Gunmen, many | have a cent.

labor (free to starve if they do|os them released from penitentiar. |
not or can not sell their labor).|iag for the purpose, are deputized |
Roads are built in the South by by the hundreds to shoot miners, |
workers on the chain gang; farms textile workers farmers. Militant : &

are cultivated not only in the class conscious workers, such ;!H[ WARD, W. VA—Fearing that
South but also in the North and|7pom Mooney, are kept in jail even| !0 miners in Kanawha valley
West by peons. Abundant (testi- after the povernments’ own investi- | would quit and go on reliet rather
mony is provided to show that the

than work for the prevailing wa-
gating committee proved (‘nn(-lu-‘ \ i 0t Somethar
prisons and chain gangs are for sively that he had been framed. | 5% coal companies g whgvag

the working class, especlally for P and forced a relief cut effecting the

| |
young workers, working class fight- | vioclence, indeed! If it is not vio- | entire, ocilfield. Rallet work was
ers, and Negroes, and that the ma-

cut from 30 to 22% cents an hour.
chinery of government-courts, off}- Two days a week is all a 'e“‘ef
clals, guns,—are used to crush any worker is allowed, regardless of ihe
revolt against this brutal exploita-

Goods produced in

—

FORCE RELIEF CUT

llem':e to starve and maim workers
and their children in order that the
Morgans, the Rockefelers, thel

Mitchells, the Harrimans and their

are rebelling against their regular |
| organizations should

‘Dual Medics’ Union 4 p,

Chicago |

Open Letter Addressed

To Franklin D. Roosevelt

(Continued from page 3)
exhibit real
militancy. Suppose that the work-
ers in them were to strike against
one of the decisions of a trade as-
sociation, what would happen to
workers? Would they ipso
facto be law-breakers and treated
as traitors to the country? Is the
right to strike guaranteed under
the National Industrial Recovery
Act?

these

Are Unions Also to Be
Regulated?

It is assumed that business is to
be regulated under this act. Are
the unions also to be regulated,
and precisely what will this mean?

Suppose, on the other hand, that
a minimum wage is set in some in-
dustry and the employers contend
that under those conditions they
cannot operate at a profit. What is
to happen then? Are the employ-
€rs to be compelled to operate
without profit? Are they to be
forced to reduce their capitaliza-
tion,
pelled to accept wage cuts? The ex-
ample of what has happened in
other countries under what virtual-
ly amounts to compulsory arbitra-
tion is not encouraging to Labor

In the past legislation passed in
the interests of workere and farm-
ers has often been nullified by the
couris. It seems pretty certain that
a tremendous amount of litigation
is bound to occur under the Na-
tional Industrial Recovery Act.
Again, what reason have we to sup-
pose that the courts, at the behest
of predatory interests, will not be-
tray the workers once the emergen-
cy is over?

It Looks Like a Colossal Fraud

That leads to a final observa-
tion. This National Industrial Re-
covery Act is an emergency meas-
ure. It is to be in operation for two
years. Everyone knows, however,
that the job of geriously recon-
structing our economic order sc
that the purchasing power of the
masses will be permanently main-
tained and security guaranteed to
them, is a long and difficult one.
Only the merest beginning can be
made in two years. If the job is
approached as a two-year one, it is,
in fact, bound to fail miserably,
and thus the way will have been
beautifully opened for revival of
the cry to “take government out of

or are workers to be com- |

busines Surely somebody is be
ing fcoled, or rather the attempt
is being made to fool somebody. 1s
| it an attempt to sllp a real revo
lution over on the profiteers and
money changers? They seem to be
miraculously free from worry! And
if not, then what can this turn
out to be except a colossal fraud
upon the suffering workers and
farmers of this nation?

—

Dismiss 18 From
Scottsboro Group

NEW YORK —Eighteen

bers of the National Scottsboro A«

mem

tion Committee have bheen expelled
chs
racketeering

on te8  of sabotaging and

The expulsion follows the march
of a small delegation, led by Wil
liam H. Davis. publisher of the

Amsterdam News conservative
Negro daily to President Roosevelt
on May 5, two days ahead of the
Mass march led by the National
Committee

Davis, through his paper, started
a drive for funds to save the

Scottsboro Boys. It was thought in

Harlem that money collected woula

.
be turned over to the National
Committee. It is estimated that
some $300 was secured by Davis

Instead of turning the money over
the National Committee, the
Committee charges Davis used it
to take his friends to Washington

Some those expelled with
| Davis include, Rev. Lorenzo H
| King, pastor of St. Marks M. B
Chureh:; J. Dalmus Steele portly
“mayor” of Harlem: A Philip Ran.
dolph president of the Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters;

to

of

| Aaron Smith, president Community |

[Forum Abyssinian Church and
deputy collector of Internal Rev
enue, and Lionel A. Francis, presi-
[dent of the Universal Negro Im-
| provement Assoclation, members
{of which nightly stand on the
| Streets of Harlem, garbed in flow.
[ing robes and turbans, preaching
that only a Negro Capitalism can
|8ave the toiling Negro masses of
the world

ORDER YOUR BOOKS
from
Labor Action Book Shop
128 East 16th St, N. Y. C.
Send for Price List.

size of his family.
tion.

ilk may remain in power, then 1|
The author shows why the Iuwfchould like to know what violence |
against the importation of goods { Is. Why, the very existence of capi- |
produced by forced labor had to be | talism, our present system of so. |
worded so as to include the im. ciety in defense of which the
ports irom the sections dominated | patriots and old ladies grow so elo- |
by American finance capital. Good- | quent, is dependent upon violence.
year, Firestone, United Fruit, An- | It Is maintained by violence. Vio
aconda Copper, Mellon, Rockefeller, “ lence is its religion,
Morgan, Ex-President Hoover are
cited among those who have profit- | ities belong to them.
ed from forced labor, Numerous| The section on conviet labor is
statements made by offielals, lahor | the strongest. The forced labor in
leaders,  journalists, engineers, | the South is more fully and ade-
workers, Representative Rainey of | quately exposed than that in other
Illinois are given to show the con- | parts of the United States and in |
ditions of workers in the Soviet | the colonies. The title does mnot
Union. The Soviet prisoners are re- | cover the scope of the book, proof |
habilitated; workers are safeguard- | that it is the United States that is |
ed by strong labor unions; most | gullty of the charge of forced labor |
of the workers have a seven hour | and not Soviet Russia. This care- |
day; wages have almost doubled | fully selected, forcefully arranged
the pre-war figure; workers are  documentary evidence every
protected by social insurance: the | thoughtfui person should read.
educational and cultural opportun- | MIRIAN BONNER

|

buyv sufficient food.

condition,

“Laror Acrron must be kept alive.”
This is the sentiment of workers and farmers
Throughout the country. “It is the kind of paper
l we need to help us fight the starvation system.”

But the truth is LABor Action cannot be kept
alive unless we get more help. Dimes and quar-
ters and half dollars must come in faster. Our
creditors will not hold off much longer.

We know that most of you who read this are
unemployed ; that few of you have

We also know—and this is the important
point—that without your own publication, you,
the workers and farmers of this coungry cannot
know the truth about why you are in your present

Your bosses, the rich men of the country, want
you to remain ignorant. They do not want you

their papers.

one

enough to

Shall Labor Action Continue?

V : w [
to read I.asor ACTION, They want you to read | Vhen | see

Which means that unless you can somehow
manage to get hold of pennies and nickels and P
‘ me justification for youngsters

dimes for your own paper vou will not have whes p

1. Take up collections. 2. Get subscriptions in
clubs of 4 three months subs for $1. 3. Solicit
contributions from people able to give. 4. Order

bundles and sell them. 5. Arrange money-making
affairs for LABor AcrioN,

READ LABOR ACTION.

SUPPORT
CLASS,

THE PAPER OF YOUR

RUSH ALL MONEY WITHOUT DELAY
TO LABOR ACTION, 128 E. 16th St.

New York City

| him absolutely, he asked if 1 had
ever lived on a farm. When I told
him that I had. he Jjumped up, his
Ylack and white eyes glowing

“They's a
argument

|
| Stood that. Seeing that I believed i
§
f

boy and had

He said you can't ride
| PIES nor cows

Reason |

!
l
me an k
f
i

I told him you could
knew, I saw it in the
And he sald horses on a
farm aint the kind cowboys use
Alas for the country in a city
boy's mind!

movies

But I wondered how the bhoy
lived, and why he day.dreamed of
leaving the streets of New York

for a farm
to New York
“Does your daddy work?”
“Sometimes But not
enough to
would take a

So I brought him back

he does

much. He don't make
feed the family. 1t
farm to feed our family.’
“And the meney you earn
do you do with 1t
The questicn astonished him
“Why

have to.

what

I give it to my mother. 1
On Sundays she Eives mq
a dime and I go to the movies "
“And see cowboys?"
“Oh boy! Tom Mix! How that
bugger can ride! He's the king of
the cowboys, better than any of
them, don’t you think? I'd like to
be a cowboy, but
“But what?"
“I can't. I'm the
guess.”
“Anyway,”
New York?”
“T have to like it,” he said
“But
| farm?”
| “Ift I can.” he said
|T want to do.”
| He the nickle, and
‘nlvkml up his box. He waved good-
bye and disappeared in the passing
crowd.

wrong color. 1

I sald, “you dont like

on a ‘

“That's what

you're golng to live

pocketed

. . L
The next day I happened to pick
up a copy of the “Negro World,” a
newspaper published “in the inter-
est of the Negro race.”
| "“Make Harlem Greater!"” says the
| leading editorial “The very stones
| will ery out at us in derision if we
refuse to obey this devine injunc-
tion. . . . Can we build here fac-
tories. stores, skyscrapers, gigantic
apartment buildings . . . which wiii
render us able to stand on our own
legs, and look the world in the
face? Infinity shouts back at us,
| ‘You can! You can! You can!"
It the editor had listened care-

fully he might have heard another
voice a little nearer than infin-
|ity. The workers on the streets
|@re not entirely silent. In fact, af- 2
"ter building stores, factories and QY
| skyserapers for white capitalism,
| they now find themselves worse off
|than before. And so far as I can

judge from their protests they

bave failed to find in the system
|anything exactly divine,
| WP

the Negro shine-boy
again, I'll try to be a liftle more
?sympnthauc with his admiration
[for Tom Mix. After an there is

jwho want to escape from such an

(,ngly capitalism.

| .
—

WATCHING THE P.M.A. |

ESKDALE, W. VA.—Coal miners !
in this valley are watching the Il
linois fight. The rank and file see
| In the Progressive Miners a hope
| for rebuilding the union in West
| Virginja.

Large bundles of the P, M A
baper, the Progressive Miner, are
shipped in regularly,




