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Government Aim

the miners back inte the pits.
The miners have been denied
unemployment compensation
in almost all of the mining
states and the company stores
are refusing to extend credit
for food. In addition, the gov-
ernment has granted permis-

CIO Council
In Akron

Backs Miners

s y order of J. A. Krug, Secretary of that many mines, In this hand. Company stores no: three! _ court action, think differs ' ’ ne : -, ik b
By GEORGE WHITNEY Interior. Krug irfmediately an- period of presumably des- longer bilk miners ‘so But suppose miners did ently, let them go down ctwrging thet 2he coqﬂ-s oréer deprived "I.' mm”‘_"f_ ﬂl‘ll‘ T
AKRON, Deec. 1—At the last meeting pounced that his orders were man- pérate need, operate greedily that at the end earn $64.50 a week, into the mines to dig for constitutional rights, Lewis reiterated the position cdophil at

of the Akron CIO Council action was
taken in support of the United Mine
Workers. Ike Watson, president ot
Firestone Local 7, started off the dis-
cussion on the government's injunc-
tion against the Mine Workers under
good'and welfare. George Bass, presi-
dent of Goodrich Local 5, followed.
The discussion from the floor was
lively and left little doubt in the
minds of those present that the CIO
of Akron would support the Mine
Workers in any way possible. Such
remarks as “We know the secret of
how to shut down plants without a
strike vote” indicate the feelings on
this score.

A motion to call a mass meeting of
all unionists in Akron met consider-
able opposition primarily on the basis

that such action wasn’t strong enough -

and that when the time came some-
thing worthwhile would be done.
There was a motion by Dorso of Lo-
cal 7 to wire a protest to Truman,
Krug and the Department of Labor,
which carried, and another by Wat-
son to wire the United Mine Workers
expressing the full support of the
CIO of Akron and its willingness to
help in any way they desire. This
motion, which was adopted amid ses-
sions of applause, also provided that
the wire should be made public.

At today’s meeting of Goodrich
Local 5 a resolution was carried
unanimously which said in part: “We
...declare our full support to the
struggle of the Mine Workers both
financially and in any organizational
measures we might be called upon
to take, and...we condemn the .in-
junction action of the Truman admin-
istration and declare it to be not one
bit different than any other union-
busting injunction.” Copies of this
resolution were sent to the UMW,
the National CIO, Truman, Congress-
man Huber of Akron (PAC endorsed)
and to all CIO locals of Akron.

vember 20. This move, with its
threat of huge fines accumulat-
ing during a long strike, is ex-
pected to break the morale of

the strikers.

During the past week, national,
state and city officials continued their
barrage of statements and proclama-
tions. In many cities where coal
stockpiles were high enough for the
nexi four months (it is interesting
that the press speaks of these stock-
piles in terms of days, because it
sounds like less) brown-outs have
been ordered and housewives have
been told to cutidown on their cook-
ing., In many states, the .coal stock-
piles are so high that it was consid-

. ered.ridiculous.to obey' the dim-out ™|

datory. He wanted everybody to feel
the effects of a coal shortage.

WORKING UP A PANIC

The press and the radio have tried
to work up a feeling of panic. They
have ©printed and  reprinted the
words of wisdom on this situation
from the lips of every educator, sci-
entist, economist, bar-fly, two-by-
four town and village politician that
they could dig up. They have told
their readers how the country of
Denmark has gone on a dim-out and
that the government of Italy is in a
panic because of the mine strike in
this country. Every owner of an
apartment house, mansion or hut who
has switched to oil for heating has
been quoted and his photograph, as
well as his property appeared in the
press.. But with all this frothing and
gnashing' of teeth not one of those
newspaper editors or radio coppmen-
tators tell why the miners are on
strike, or why the government is so
intent on breaking the strike,

The newspapers are correct when
they say this is a “show-down strike.”
Their interpretation is that this is a
show-down between government au-
thority and the “one-man dictator,
Lewis.” But they know this is false
and that this is a “shown-down”
strike in a different sense, Truman
and the mine owners decided on the
action to take on the demands of the
mine workers as a springboard to-
ward new anti-labor legislation. Tru-
man knows that the Democrats in
Congréss will join .their Republican
colleagués to push anti-labor legis-
lation during the coming session of
Corigress. Truman also knows that if
the workers are expected to vote for
his party in the next elections, he
must convince them that an “out-
raged” public opinion demanded
these laws, and that this “crippling”

] (Continued on page 2)

- NO WORK

njunction’’ Rouses All Labor!

And the Operators Rake in Profits!

miners. If you've read a
reference to the $64.50
wage the miners are sup-
posed to be earning once,

you've read it a thousand '

times.

And it just isn't true.
The wage rate that is
supposed to give miners
an average weekly wage
of $64.50 does not take
into account the weeks
and months that miners
do not work because of
shut - downs, half - opera-
tion of mines, accidents
and so forth. There are
accidents every day in
every mining community.
That' Is :known. Not so

Wl RWown is the fact

only half the week. Fur-
ther, the extra-inflated
prices common to every
mining community squeex-

es the miner's wage es-
pecially  hard. That is
point two! ;o

It is true that the min-
er's wage is higher than
it used to be. It is equally
true that conditions. In
mining towns are.much
improved over what they

,used to be,.though hardly
‘what they should be. The
company lords no longer, .

rule with the sane iron .

of the week the. .miner:
was left with a DEBT to
the company. $20 or
thereabouts for a full

work-week is a thing of
the past. Rule by com-
pany thugs, such as Is re-
corded in every miner's
memory, as the Ludlow
massacre, is increasingly
a thing of the past. Yes.
The union did that for the
miners.. .

That is why the miners
do not propose fo yield
their union and their gains

so. easily, “That is "poinf

which they don't. Suppose
they edfned much above
that. What of i? They
would be underpaid at

any scale!
Theirs Is the most haz-
ardous mass occupation

in the country. There
aren't many mining fami-
lies who haven't lost one
or more of their number
in accidents. If the judge
who issued the injunction,

and Truman, and the .ops.

erdtors, and the staff of

legal experts trying vain:

ly to stab the miners with

coal.

$64.507 A pittance for
a miner's work. That Is
point four!

would not obey the court's decision and could not "acquiesee -

BULLETIN, Dec. 4—The entire labor movement
rallied today to the support of the United Mine

"No Contract, No Work" and "You Can't Mine
Coal with Bayonets.” ‘

The issue is squarely joined: the Truman ad-
ministration, the labor haters inside and outside
of Congress as well as the' bosses and the reac-
tionary press, against the striking miners, sup-
ported by the united forces of all the branches
of the labor movement in the United States.
DECEMBER 3—John L. Lewlis, speaking for the United Min¢
Workers of America, today told the court that found him and
the union guilty of violating an injunction order, that the UMW

in what must be described as the ugly recrudescence of 'govern- -
ment by Injunction. : o e

the 1919 convention of the AFL which decided to defy injunctions .
"and accept whatever consequences may follow." ; R GR

Thus, with the court announcing that it will impose le_lil'l'e.l"l-tﬁ_'._ '
tomorrow at 10 a.m., the issue of “"government by injunction .

W

Oakland Tied Up by General Strike

100,000 AFL Members, with CIO Support, Protest Police Protection of Strikebreakers

BULLETIN:

More than 100,000 members of 142
locals in the Oakland, Calif,, area,
today, December 3, went on a gen-
eral strike to protest against the im-
portation “of strike breakers and
trouble makers” to drive merchan-
dise through picket lines at two de-
partment stores under police escort.
Transportation, shipyards and every
branch of industry was hit by the
walkout. Fifteen thousand workers
at an overflow meeting in Oakland
Auditorium enthusiastically backed
their union leaders' call for a “fight
to the finish.”

With CIO unions pledged to honor
the AFL picket lines, the labor move-
ment is solidly united against the

city administration and the police .

department. James F. Galliano, at-
torney for the AFL clerks, announced
these demands:

(1) Return imported strike break-
ers to Los Angeles. "

(2) Assurance from the City Coun-
cil that it will not use the police de-
partment as a tool of the employers.

OAKLAND, Dec. 2 (By Wire)—Act-
ing in sympathy with department
store clerks who struck downtown
stores a month ago, all AFL unions

in Oakland and adjoining East Bay
communities . walked off their jobs
today to protest pelice protection of
scabs. Plans for a general strike were
touched off by police action in es-

& ~

N. Y. Rally on Miners

" E. R. McKinney, national secretary
of the Workers Party, will speak at
a specially arranged meeting of the

‘New York Local of the Workers Par-

ty on the Coal Miners Sirike. This
meeting will take place on Sunday
night, December 15, at the New York
Center of the Workers Party, 114
West 14th Street.

Comrade McKinhey has just re-
turned from a tour of the ceal min-
ing area in Pennsylvania and West
Virginia

Arranged just shorily before our
press time, the meeting supersedes a
Labor Action Forum scheduled for
the same time, and advertised in the
inside pages of this paper, at which
Nathan Gould was to hawq spoken
on Militarism in the U. S,

L = rd

corting twelve truckloads of mer-
chandise through picket lines.

With transportation workers para-
lyzing the center of the city in a
quit-work demonstration, word cir-
culated through the labor movement
to “take a holiday,” starting at 5:00
a.m. December 3. Union leaders met
during the day to consider general
strike action, and a mass meeting is
scheduled for tomorrow at Oakland
Auditorium after the “holiday” to
effect the general strike plans,
Strengthening the union front against
police strikebreaking, the Alameda
County Council of the CIO notified
the AFL that it would support the
strike by honoring all AFL picket
lines.

Today's sympathy actions gave
some indication of what a general
strike will do to the city. Public
transportation facilities serving 1,000,-
000 persons will be completely tied
up. Everything from restaurants and
bars to newspapers and shipyards
will be closed down.

Teamsters spearheaded the strike

plans, angered by* the action of Po-
lice Chief Robert Tracy in directing
250 police in moving pickets, belong-
ing to AFL Department Clerks’ Lo-
cal 1265, from the store entrances of
Kahn's Department Store and Hast-
ings’ Men’s Clothing Store to permit
trucks to bring in merchandise from

a Berkeley warehouse. The scab
trucks came from the Veterans
Trucking Lines, Inc., of Los Angeles.
According to the Retail Merchants
Association, the truck company “iIs
not a strikebreaking outfit but does
move merchandise in case of juris-
dictional or organizational disputes.”

The two stores were struck a
month ago when the union asked for
a closed shop in negotiations with
the Retail Merchants Association,
which acts as a bargaining group for
its member stores. The Association
has refused to negotiate until the
union calls off its strike.

r 8 \
That's the Way!

“If they can get away with
things like this, it’s time for us
to get our own labor party and
put our own ticket in the field.”
—Bill Baker, member of the
United Mine Workers, former
president of its Republic Steel
Company mine local at Russell-
ton, Pa., as quoted in the New
York Times of December 4
19486.

h /

r

.of the Smith-Connally Act, which hak

was joined between the gov=
ernment and the laber move:
ment. Leaders of the AFL and
the CIO have declared their
support of the miners, and it is
to be assumed that they will
stick by their position. At stake is
the welfare of the entire labor mové-
ment. T
While the UMW attorneys will con-
tinue the legal battle to upset -the
court’s decision on appeal, the decj<
sive battle will be waged in the miné
fields. Thirteen days ago 400,000 min-
ers quit the pits under thelr estab-
lished principle: No Contract, No
Work. There is absolutely no doubt ..
that these 400,000 miners’ will con-
tinue to stand fast, until the injuncs
tion is broken and the court rullng =
rescinded. Reports from the mine
fields quote miners as saying that
the government is “frying to break .
our union” and “we’ll go back fo
work” when the union tells us to. >
Judge Alan T. Goldsborough, who
found Lewis and the UMW guilty of
contempt of court for violating the
court’s temporary restraining order,
is reported to be studying further
action against the miners on the.basig

consistently been denounced as‘antis
labor by every section of the union
movement. The government is alsd
expected to ask for an extension of
its temporary order which expires on
Saturday. Ui

Lewis spoke for the miners when
he read the court a prepared state-
ment citing labor's long fight against
the injunction, culminating in’ 1932

{Continued on page 2) ok

#5,000 Xmas Fund Drive for Labor Action! |

With this issue, LABOR ACTION is launching a Christmas
Fund Drive appeal to its readers. This drive, infended to raise the
sum of $5,000 within a month,; is being held in conjunction with a
drive among Workers Party branches and members for the pur-
pose of sustaining and stabilizing the Eight-PAGE LABOR

ACTION.

The Eight-Page LABOR ACTION is now over three menths old
The response to the paper by our readers has given us heartening
proof that there is a real desire to continue the paper, to see it ex-
pand and grow, to help support it. All the sacrifices, difficulties and
headaches encountered by the Editorial and Business staff (not to
mention our Printer!) in putting out the paper have been compen-
sated for by this response from our readers. 4

Now it is Christmas time, and the New Year is approaching.
We know that our readers-and subscribers-are not-among those:

you want to know whether it is a worthwhile expenditure. Well,
in our opinion, just about the most worthwhile gift you could
make this year would be a contribution to this $5,000 fund we
are raising, to see that the Eight-Page LABOR ACTION con-
tinues on its way.

Until now, the burden of supporting LABOR ACTION has rested
on the members and friends of the Workers Party, who have con-
tributed generqusly of their money to keep the paper going. The
paper does not make any profit; in fact, it is run at a considerable
loss. We have been steadily cutting into this loss with the growth
in the paper's income and sources of revenue, But this has not been
sufficient o meet mounting costs and sustain the paper.

We therefore find it necessary to appeal to a wider source of
support; and we feel justified in doing this from the friendly re- -
sponse we have already received, As a working cldss paper, fight-
ing in the socialist cause, we realize that:'the bulk of our contri-

of the year, we believe our readers will be willing to contribute B ey re e S
generously—TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO LABOR AC-
TION THEIR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS-NEW  YEAR’S GIFT
OF THE YEAR! .

The Eight-Page LABOR ACTION has been making favorable pro-
gress, week in and week out. I#s list of subscribers has been ex-
panding steadily; its sales have been growing slowly but surely;
its income has grown most rapidly’ of all. What we require now s
a boost—a boost to liquidate accumulated debis, and $o put the
paper on a firmer financial footing; to take additional steps in its
stabilization. That is the entire purpose of this Christmas appeal

We know that you will respond generously and quickly. We
urge you, therefore, to fill out the blank attached, and to send it
in to the LABOR ACTION CHRISTMAS FUND DRIVE FOR
_$5,000. Our If_ull_est' appreciation goes with this appeal to our

4 Court Square

I am enclosing $

LABOR ACTION CHRISTMAS FUND

Long Island City 1, N. Y.

..................... ‘as my contribution o the
LABOR ACTION .Fund to help continue and sustgin the Eight-

with ‘wads of money, to be carelessly spent. We know that you

_ t. ‘ 2 EMANUEL GARRETT-—Editor
. think carefully and twice before fiaking gifts; that, above all, :
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HENRY JUDD—Press Manager |

. butions will be scaled to a working class level. But, at this season =, o
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' Create Anti-Labor Panic - -

(Continued from page 1)

‘mine strike was responsible for the
laws. Truman wants these anti-labor,
laws and wants them quick before
the steel union and ether unions em-
barrass him by going out on strike.
Becanse if he has to intervene, he

_ will once again show his hand as he
did during the railroad strike.

The mine owners also agreed to this
show-down. If the miners didn't
strike, that meant millions of dollars
that they would not have to pay out
in increased wages. If the miners
did strike, then these owners had
the full assurance of the government
that .this time it would really kick
‘tHe miners around. It is interesting
to note that some of the owners’ are
"beginning to realize that they are
“losing millions of dollars in this
strike while the coal miners are .as
solid as ever in their determination
‘to stay out. These owners expect the
next Congress to put curbs on the
labor movement anyhow, and they
are now wondering if they ‘were
smart in this deal after all. Some of
these owners were originally for the
. show-down because they did not ex-
‘ pect John L. Lewis would risk going
_to jail. ‘But Lewis knew the senti-
ments of the coal miners and that it
would be impossible to hold the

© . miners in check with the old agree-

- ment. He tried it the last time, when

he asked the miners to work an exira
~ ‘thirty days- extension and only a
small fraction of them responded.
Proof that Lewis gauged the senti-

: _.ments of the miners correctly was

apparent when more than- 140,000 of
 them walked out of the pits from
: three days to a week before thé pres-
"ent confract was terminated.

- “GOVERNMENT STRIKEBREAKER

That this is a show-down sirike
with, the labor movement has been
evident from the time the mine
‘workers filed their contract termina-
- tion notice and the government did

nothing about it. The notice was filed

a full month before the miners went

on strike, but the only thing the gov-
" ernment and the mine owners did

© was . to work up their newspaper

‘campaign against the miners. During
" that entire period when the govern-
“ment or the mine owners could have
- been negotiating a new contract they
did not even once sit down with the
- _union representatives. They did not
- even inquire what the miners want-
- ed, With a situation developing which
~ they now call “crucial to the econ-
“omy,” J. A. Krug went out West on
& vacation and Presidént Truman de-
cided to go fishing in the Gulf.
~ There is no doubt that the' coal
shortage can become serious if the
strike is prolonged. Bui the govern-
ment doesn't seem interested in end-
ing it the only way it can be ended—
by meeting the justifiable demands
of the miners. The government seems
-mainly interested in carpying on its
show trial against Lewis because in
this way it can best hide the real
reasons and purposes of .this strike.
The government is using this strike
to strike a blow at the labor move-
ment, I wants every man, woman
and child to feel the effects of a coal
‘shortage. How else can the various
moves of the government be ex-

plained? For example, there are close
to 600 soft coal mines working today.
They are manned by members of the
Progressive Mine Workers, unorgan-
ized workers, or by members of the
United Mine Workers working under
other contracts. These mines produce
more than 300,000 tons of coal each
day and the government could easily
earmark this coal for public utilities
and essential consumers, along with
the coal it has on railroad cars at
the struck mines. But the govern-
ment has' done nothing about these
300,000 tons (not a small amount) of
coal which are mined. daily.

The demands of the miners for
higher pay and ‘an increased health
fund are entirely justified. Their
wages are low and the cost of living
has gone sky high. The miners pay
more for their food, clothing and rent
than any other section of the popula-
tion. In addition, they have to pay for
their safety eguipment and tools. De-
spite newspaper talk, many mining
sections have been providing only
part-time work for the past eight

months, thus reducing the take-home
pay even more.

When the OPA was first instituted
it put the company stores in the min-
ing communities into Group 1. This
group system was used to classify
the various types of stores to deter-
mine what prices they could charge.
Group 1 represented the stores which
l}ad the highest possible prices and
included the most exclusive stores
in the big cities (some of the better
chain stores were only in Group 3).
Since controls were lifted the prices
have continued to climb.

Mine accidents in this country con-
tinue to be the highest in the world.
During the war, the miners asked
for the abolition of the three-shift
system, to permit time for inspection,
rock dusting and adequate ventilation
to dilute inflammable and noxious
gases. The owners refused, and with-
out question the long hours in the
mines during the war have raised the
number of miners suffering from sili-
cosis way above the 25 per cent fig-
ure of pre-war days.

Defy Injunction - -

(Continued from page 1)

with passage of the Norris-La Guar-
dia Act, which restrained any court
from issuing a tempeorary or perma-
nent injunction “in a case invelving
or growing out of a labor dispute.”
Lewis then added that “The United
Mine Workers are in a dispute over
working conditions in the mines
" which in our opinion spells nothing
else but a labor dispute” and that
miners would consequently defy any
move designed to violate “their rights
as free men.”

The court's verdict against Lewis
recalled the cases of Eugene V. Debs,
the great socialist leader, and Sam-
uel Gompers, first president of the
AFL. Debs was sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment for defying a
court injunction in the famous Pull-
man strike of 1894, The Debs case es-
tablished the use of “government by
injunction” on a wide scale and in
the labor movement it initjated the
fight to outlaw injunction procedure,
In 1911 Samuel Gompers was sen-
tenced to one year in jail for vio-
lating  an -injunction. in.Buck’s - Stove
& Range Plant in 1908. After consid-
erable litigation, the sentence was
reduced to thirty days and finally re-
scinded altogether by the Supreme
Court in 1914, marking a major vic-
fory over “government by injunc-
tion.” ¢ .

As stated above, the AFL in 1919
went on record to violate, regardless
of the consequences, any injunctions
issued against it. That is the estab-
lished practice and principle of the
labor movement. It is certain that
the miners, with the support of all
major unions, will act according to
this principle.

It is not known at this writing
what the sentence will be, though
there are reports that the govern-
ment is seeking a jail sentence and
a fine. One thing, however, is cer-
tain: not an ounce of coal will be
mined if Lewis or other UMW offi-

cials or members are jalled. Nor will
-an ounce of coal be mined while the
injunction order stands.

Ask D.A. Why He
Dropped Tresca Case

NEW YORK CITY—District Attorney
Frank S. Hogan has been asked whe-
ther his office had dropped the Carlo

Tresca murder case, “or relegated it-

to the long list of unsolved crimeés in
New York County,” by Normahn
Thomas, chairthan of the Tresca Me-
morial Committee.

No answer has yet come from Mr.
Hogan, said Thomas, who added that
his committee would be “keenly in-
terested in any reply that the Dis-
trict Attorney may see fit to makf;.”
The letter to Mr. Hogan read in
part: '

“The death of Joseph Scottoriggio,
an active Republican campaign work-
er in Vito Marcantonio’s district, as
the result of his being beaten by
thugs, has raised the question of the

deégrée to which this was a political -

murder. We understand that your
office is busily investigating that
crime.

“This inguiry ought to revive in-
terést in the deliberate and premed-
itated assassination of Carlo Tresca
almost four years ago.... Murder was
the only intention in the death of
Carlo Tresca. It is, moreover, well
nigh certain that Tresca’s assassins
acted from political motives, or were
hired by men who acted'from such
motives, taking revenge because of
their victim’s effective attacks upon
one form of totalitarianism or an-
other....

“The failure to apprehend the mur-
derers or even to solve beyond per-
adventure of any doubt the specific
motivation behind the Tresca killing
will stand as an encouragement to
the employment of assassination in
American political quarrels....”

The Boss's Dictionary

RUSSIAN STATE
ANALYZED AT
PHILLY MEETING

By F. HARPER

PHILADELPHIA—A large audience
packed Labor Action Hall to hear
Max Shachtman on the timely topic
of “Russian Since 1917 The na-
tional chairman of the Workers Par-
ty outlined the course of the success-
ful revolution of 1917 and of the sub-
sequent degeneration with the devel-
opment of the brueaucracy.

Today, 29 years after the establish-
ment of the world’s first socialist
state, the Stalinist bureaucracy has
succeeded in obliterating all traces
of socialism in Russia.

The Bolshevik Revolution inspired
more people to action and instilled
more hope in the hearts of the peo-
ple than any other event in human
history. Nevertheless the degenera-
tion in Russia has beeh so complete
as to remove all aspects of the work-
ers’ state. '

NATURE OF RUSSIA

Comrade Shachtman then present-
ed the Workers Party’s contribution
to the interpretation of modern Rus-
sia. That contribution is the concept
that the present Stalinist régime in
Russia is a bureaucratie dictatorship
with a new exploiting class of party
functionaries, military leaders, fac-
tory managers and intellectuals. Rus-
sia is no longer a degenerate work-
ers’ state because the working class
has no control over the state, which
owns the factories. Collective owner-

ship is not a sufficient criteria for the,

existence of a workers' state; one
must also ask who controls the means
of production and for whose benefit
it is controlled. -y .

Max Shachtman declared that the
need here in America is to reorgan-
ize society on a rational basis. The
Bolshevik slogan, now and here, is
“Labor must be made conscious of its
task to reorganize society and to un-
derstand that it alone has the power
to perform this task.” A working
class, independent in goal, program
and leadership, can transform Amer-
ica into a land of security, freedom
and plenty. A purely defensive pro-
gram, such as advanced by the union
officialdom, will achieve only tem-
porary gains and destroy the faith
of the common men in their own
ability.

Announcement was made of a sym-
posium on The Palestine Crisis to be
held Friday, December 13, af 8:00
p.m. with Albert Gates presenting the
LABOR ACTION viewpoint; of a
dance on December 14 and a New
Year's party, all to be held at Labor
Action Hall, 1139 West Girard Ave.

GOLDMAN OPENS
FORUM SERIES
IN CLEVELAND

CLEVELAND — “Reactionary Stal-
inism, posing as socialism, has kept
thousands of people’ from fighting
for the socialist ideal,” stated Albert
Goldman, Workers Party leader, at
a forum held by the Cleveland Work-
ers Party November 19, “Yet,” Gold-
man continued, “American labor can
and will solve its recurring problems
ony through a socialist program.”
The subject of his-speech was “Stal-
inism and the American Worker.”

This was the first appearance of
Goldman in Cleveland since he led
the Minority of the Socialist Work-
ers Party into the Workers Party.
He was greeted with the largest au-
dience which has heard a WP spokes-
man here in several years.

A number of members of the radi-
cal and labor public came in contact
with the Workers Party for the first
time at the meeting following a news
story in Cleveland’s largest daily pa-
per announcing the Goldman ap-
pearance. They showed great inter-
est, quizzing Goldman after the
meeting on various specific aspects
of Trotskyism.

Goldman’s appearance was the
first of a series of open forums
pl_z?nned by the Cleveland branch to
bring prominent Workers Party
spokesmen and LABOR ACTION
writers before the Cleveland public,

rd .. —
You Can Subscribe
To Labor Action
For Six Months
For 50 Cents!

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

By JACK RANGER

Back in January, 1940, the Polish government, then

in exile in France and under the domination of Britain,
published a notice that owing to the exigencies of war,
payment of interest on all Polish loans would be sus-
pended for the duration of the war, but that the gov-
ernment recognized its obligation to foreign bondhold-
ers and .had firm intentions to resume payments. The
other day the current Polish government, owned by the
Stalinists, published a little ad in the Wall Street Jour-.
nal, “reaffirming” that earlier declaration, and propos-
ing that negotiations for the resumption of payment
should begin next year....Governments come and go,

but the American bondholders’ interest payments con- "

tinue. "
[ ]
IS A BUST COMING?

Banks throughout the country, expecting a bust soen,
are tightening up on credit, shortening terms of loans,
inching itp interest rates, and stamping “rejected” on
‘more and more loan applications. They say they're con-
cerned chiefly with what they call "over-extension" of in-
ventories—what you and I, dear reader, would describe
as "too many companies holding too much goods off the
market in the plot to keep goods scarce and prices high."
in short, the banks fear thaf the pipelines from the manu-
facturers to the retailers are so full they are bound to
burst soon.

The number of unemployed in October, according to
the Burcau of the Census, was 1,950,000, a decrease of
b per cent from September, but 27 per cent above a year
ago. ... The Department of Agriculture acknowledges
that world wool stocks stood at 5 billion pounds on June
30, more than three times the pre-war stock. Of this
year’s 5 billion pound carryover, the British government
owns 81 per cent, the U. S. government, 19 per cent.

BACK TO NORMAL

Milliens of bushels of potatoes are going to freexe this
winter, though there are millions of uhderfed Americans
and tens of millions of starving persons in Europe and
Asla. Blame it on the irrational capitalist system. The
Department of Agriculture's price-support program guar-
dntees the farmer an abnormally high return for his prod-
uce and places a premium on over-production. Ware-
kouses in the potate states are bulging and there is no
room for the spuds, which are piled in pits, barns or any
place else the farmer can pile them. Nearly all the po-
tatoes not in storage will be rotten when the loans come
due in April, 1947. The government will take the loss. The
gevernment price-support program, gronted the farmers
to whip up their enthusiasm for the recent war, must be
carried on for two years éfter the end of the war, which
officially is not yet over. Piles of potatoes as high as
houses are reported exposed to the northern winter in
many states. 2
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BACK WAGES DUE

There is about $6 billion due United States workers
for back wages, as a result of the U. S. Supreme

Court’s recent portal-to-portal pay decisions, One such
suit pending is' that of the CIO Steel Workers against
U. S. Steel, for $300,000,000....But Big Business is
quietly preparing to use its government to get out of
Ra,ying the workers what is due them. The labor legisla-
tive. committee of the U. S. Chamber of Commerce held
a special session November 21 in Washington, laid, plans
to rush legislation through the 80th Congress that
would overide the court’s ruling and amend' the wage
and. hour statutes to block a pile of lawsuits filed by
unions. The $6 billion figure was presented to the Cham-
ber of Commerce on the basis of confidential reports
from leading industries, which indicated that many
unions have valid cases under the court’s ruling in the
Mount Clemens Pottery Case.

IIEMS IN PASSING

Price Administrator Paul Porter announces he has
taken “a strong stand” against any general rent ceiling
increase at this time. Now we are doggone sure a rent
increase is coming. Everytime he has taken one of his
“strong stands,” prices have shot up. \

The distillers have grown hog-fat during the war, be-
cause they were making high profits two ways, on their
liquor business and on producing alcohol for the war pro-
gram. And what rotten likker they're making nowadays!
Seven years ago, at a hearing before the Temporary Na-
tional Economic Committee, officials of the Big Four—
Schenley, Seagram, National and. Hiram Walker—testified
that the best whiskey in the world could be made for
29 cents a gallon. Today you are paying $6.75 and more

for g fifth of a gallon of bourbon, and about $4 for the.

blends. There's more profit in the blends, and most dis-
tillers are now peddling the stuff.

Monopolistic trends have grown tremendously in the
war years. Schenley, for instance, went out to California
and bought up a good share of the wine industry, Roma,
Cresta Blanca, and others; went to Milwaukee and
bought.a brewery; bought out some of the European
liquer factories; is now considering going into the food
industry. In the fiscal year ending August 31, Schenley
established new sales and net earnings records. Net in-
come after a special contingency reserve of $1 million
rose to $49 million, or $13.64 a share, against $6.43 a
year ago, The company gathered in two more Kentucky
distilleries in the year, too. I

PRICES ARE STILL GOING UP

On November 20 nylons and rayon hose went up 25-
33 per cent; batteries went up 15-20 per cent; copper,

o

up < cents a pound; sugar, up 36.5-40 cents a 100

pounds. Other recent price rises: Industrial alcohol,’

up =8 cents a gallon; paper prices, up $20-$25 a ton;
cocoa, butter, fowl up; live, stock prices only 50 cents
below the all-time high; some cotton goods up as much
as 50 per cent over old ceiling prices....But, thank
God, the price of Adam hats has come down to $8.50.
Now, if all of us spent all our income on hats....

New Japanese Constifution
An Expression of U. S. Policy

By WILLIAM BRAD

The new Japanese constitution was publicly pro-
claimed last week by Hirohito. General MacArthur also
announced his satisfaction with the document—an au-
thor's blessing on his own work—thus indicating that
his Imperial Quisling Hirohito was speaking for the
American authorities. The document therefore has a
double interest since it represents American policy
toward Japan and the Orient and is also the new or-
ganic law by which the ruling class (ZAIBATSU) in
tends to continue its domination. -

The events around the proclamation of the congti-
tution illuminate the document. Plans for the day of
announcement were carefully made to center around
Hirohito, including a demonstration of ‘“spontaneous”
obeisance for which tens of thousands of peasants were
brought to the police courtyard by special train and
truck—a neat trick right out of Mussolini’s book.

An elaborate propagande campaign for several
months had driven home the continuity of the con-
stitution with the previous one. The forms prescribed
by the latter for amendment were followed in this one.
On this Constitution Day, Hirohito opened the cere-
monies by a visit to the palace Shinto shrine for his
imperial ancestors. The day itself was the birthday of
the Emperor Meivi, grandfather, of Hirohito and first
emperor of modern Japan. This traditional reactionary
imperial holiday was made the new Constitution Day.

THE EMPEROR “ABOVE CLASSES”

During the past year every care has been taken to
place the throne in a key position as a “neutral stabiliz-
ing force” above classes and factions. Hirohito’s popu-
larity was low on V-J Day. Since then he has been
toured through devastated areas where he patted in-
fants’ cheeks, deigned to shake hands with commoners
and in other ways comported himself like any politician
on the make. All major pronouncements have been made
in his name, continually emphasizing that it was he who
was the very first “democrat” in the land. '

Hirohito broke tradition to visit MacArthur at the
latter’s headquarters several times, in this way certify-
ing his acceptability by the military occupation authori-
ties, who have established themselves as the judges of
what is democratic.

By many acts, not one contradicted by MacArthur,
Hirohito’s position as head of the nationalist cult of
Shinto has been retained, making of the legal abolition
of emperor worship a mere formality. Separation of
church and state is not a reality under the new consti-
tution; its alliance continues with American blessing.

It is apparent that American policy is to support
Hirohito, to build him up as a strong point for reaction
around which to base its own imperialist occupation
policies.

Most widely acclaimed section of the new constitu-
tion is the one abolishing all armaments or resort to
war for all time. There is one joke in this otherwise
commendable policy. That is that American, British and
Russian armies today occupy Japan. Since these im-
perialist partners are engaged in military activities
throughout Europe and Asia and are at this moment
in .a bitter atomic armaments race, the demilitariza-
tion of Japan simply legalizes its reduction from the
rank of imperialist power to that of dependent satel-
lite. Caught in the conflict between the giant militaristic
imperialisms of Russia and America, unarmed Japan
cannot retain its independence. It is a captive of the
inter-imperialist struggle. :

There are several aspects of American policy which
are not in the new constitution but which are of de-
cisive importance to Japan. Truman’s proclamation of

S

American intention to retain the Pacific islands cap-
tured from Japan, rings Japan with bristling fortresses
from. Alaska and the Aleutians to Iwo Jima and Okin-
awa..And on the continent and to the north, are the
Russian bases. In a strategic geographical position be-
tween these opponents and under American military
rule, Japan is not formally .ncluded on Truman’s
trusteeship list. In political and economic reality, how-
ever, Japan already heads the list. The so-called
“trusteeship” program is a resort to diplomatic double-
talk to achieve recognition of a cold and brutal reality:
that the Pacific Ocean has been transformed into an
American lake, in which Japan has its political use
today and is being prepared for military use tomorrow.

The nmature of the Japanese economy is nmot dis-
cussed in the conmstitution directly. However, Japanese
capitalism cannot ewist as an indepeéndent foree with-
out an empire any more than American or British can.
By the deprivation of its army and navy, Japan is
banned from any independent imperialist program. The
Japanese capitalist cluss is thereby doomed to the role
?f economic quisling or semi-compradore to its Amer-
ican financial and military overlord.

Reparations have not yet been determined because
of conflicting ideas by each of the occupying powers.
Thus Japan’s industrial structure, the very flesh and
blood of her advanced economy, is being determined by
the relationship of forces between the conflicting im-

, perialist vultures, and in this relationship American

imperialism holds all the aces thus far,

The new constitution is a juridical expression of
American policy: the reduction of Japanese indepenci—
ence and the transformation of Japan into an outpost

of American imperialism as part of its preparations

for World War III.

Christmas Day Open House
An Informal Cocktail Party and Dance

Will Be Held on

Christmas Day, December 25
Beginning at 4 P. M.
All Proceeds to Go to Aiding
European Socialisfs!
Contribution: 75 Cents, plus any Package

of Food or Clothing you may want to

send to the needy Socialists of Europe.

Place: New York City C_‘enier. Workers
Party, 114 West 14th Street.
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Europe’s People Restive in Face

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Nov. 24— Though the food
shortage has struck the American
zone of ‘occupation. in Germany, Gen-
eral Joseph T. MecNarney, chief of
the American forces, declared on No-
vember 21, “By and large there will
not be any great disorder, though
possibly some demonstrations.”

However, the French paper, Com-
bat, reported on November 23 that
“yn a certain number of factories,
the workers are on strike.” Railroads
are near a complete stoppage, say the
medical services, .because railroad
workers are “at the end of, their
strength”; and “their capacity of re-
sistance cannot last ancther week.”
If the railroads stop, all industrial
production will be crippled. .

Karl Arnold, Mayor of Dusseldorf,
and Christian Democratic Party
leader, declared two days ago that
several incidents have broken out,
Housewives or their husbands who
stood in queues for six or seven
hours and were then told no bread
was left, have smashed bakery win-
dows in several cases. Two trucks
carrying flour were overturned.
Mayor Arnold said: “The people feei
hopeless and desperate.”

Approximateiy 1,500 people dem-
onstrated before the Bremen Town
Hall on November 12 against Amer-
ican military government rcquisr
tioning of homes, scheduled for the
end of November, whereby 700 per-
sons lost their homes. The number of
civilians per room has risen, eg, in

Kaskel, from 14 in 1939 to 42 in
1946 s
Rithr mine workers overwhelm-

ingly rejected extra shifts on Sun-
days, with 67 per cent voting againsi
the British proposal, 9.8 per cent for,
threée per cent spoiling ballots and
22 per cent abstaining.

Df. Rudolf Amelunxen, Minister-
President of North Rhind-Westphalia
province, stated: “A few weeks ago
I did not believe there was danger
of epidemic. Today I am convinced
it has to be reckoned with.” The first
epidemics are of demonstrations, for

Dr. Amelunxen reported that great
demonstrations had been planned by
workers in, Dusseldorf. Though the
unions had thus iar managed to re-
strain the workers, “they may mnot
always be so successful,” said Dr.
Amelunxer.

MILLIONS TO STARVE

With 12,000,000 inhabitants, the
Ruhr zone, possibly the most densely
populated section of Eurcpe, has food
for only one-third of its ponulation.
Dr., Amelunxen added: “We had
about 1,000,000 starved after the last
war. If no help comes this time it
will be worse.”

Wuppertal has been declered a
famine area. German papers publish
daily horror pictures of “living skel-
etons.” Hospitals are crowded with
malnutrition cases. A Britisb survey
listed Duisberg as receiving only 750
to 1,000 food calories a day per cap-
ita, Aachen 1,000, Bochum 1,000, Gei-
senkirchen 950. Essen 993. One town
was without bread ior ten whole
days.

A thousand calories is about 3%
thin slices of dark bread, a bit of
margarine and a little soup.

In the French zone the bread ra-
tion has been cut from 300 to 200
grams a day, states General Joseph
Pierre Koenig. Dr. Amelunxen added
that the coming generation would
“die like flies” because of starvation
of mothers during’ pregnancy. With
200 cases in four days, typhoid out-
breaks reached epidemic proportions
in the Bavarian villages of New and
0l1d Otting.

MALNUTRITION WIDESPREAD

“Of 47,000 children examined in the
Kassel County district, 35,000 are un-
derfed.” declared Dr. Hanz Hormung
on November 20. Among 1,200 in-
fants, 700 are suffering from malnu-
trition and nearly all show signs of
rickets, anemia and debility. In a
part of the U. S. zone, tubercular
children increased from 1,475 to 3,324,
more than 100 per cent, since Janu-
ary, 1946.

A military government branch in

The resolution said:

loss of civil rights; and

control; and

and

countries; therefore, be it

coinscientious objectors.

CIO URGES AMNESTY FOR CO'S

The CIO at its recent national convention in Atlantic City voted
unanimously for a resolution urging President Truman to grant am-
nesty to imprisoned conscientious objectors. The 'convention’s action
followed adoption of the resolution by the CIO vetérans committee,

WHEREAS, More than a year af-.er the end of hostilities 1000
conscientious objectors to war and conscription are still confined in
federal prisons, many with sentences of five years, while 5000 others
who have completed their sentences continue to be punished by the

WHEREAS, Hundreds of religious objectors accepting assignment
to Civilian Public Service camps were later sent to prison for striking
against the camp’s policy of forced labor without pay under military

WREREAS, The reason given for their imprisonment, that of war-
iime necessity, no longer exists, and it is fitting for a demoeracy to
remove wartime restrictions upon its citizens at the earliest-moment;

WHEREAS, Amnesties have been granted by' nine Presidents of
the United States, and since V-J Day have been given in many other

RESOLVED, That the Congress of Industrial Organization, re-
affirming a high-tradition of the American labor movement, urges the
President of the United States to proclaim an amnesty for all such

Of Second Winter of Starvahon

Wurttemburg - Baden said that ot
3,700,028 people, an average of 52
suicides a month occur. The Kurier
of Berlin writes:

“During one week we live on some
boiled potatoes and some “ersatz lea.
...Tickets are used to light fires.
The men are depressed. They listen
to endless taik of international con-
ferences, of decisions of experts, of
interallied accords, of colonies, of the
Red Cross, of UNRRA, of cereal boats
and they see nething comes, Most of
them believe nothing any more.”

Bitter hate for the Allies is shown
not only by calling Control Commis-
sion, : Germany (CCG) *“Complete
Chaos, Germany,” but by its new ti-
tle, “Charlie Chaplin’s Grenadiers.”

' critical of Eisenhower’s pres- -

December 9, 1946

A Paper in the Interests of Labor

CIO Convention Plans Wage
Flght and Southern Drive

By DAVID COOCLIDGE

I N a previous article on the recent CIO conven-
tion, I discussed only the Statement of Policy
adopted in connection with the Communist (Stal-
inist) Party. In that article a very critical atti-
tude was taken by me in relation to the way this
very important question was handled by thé con-
vention and I attributed the responsibility for it
to Philip Murrays presentation of the matter.
Despite the fact that the con-
vention got off to a bad start
on this matter, and despite
the necessity to be sharply

ence on the rostrum, the con-
vention accomplished some
things of great importance.

Before discussing the gen-
uine and worthwhile accom-
plishments of the convention
it is necessary to deal with
the Eisenhower episode. The
Army Chief of Staff ad-
dressed this convention of labor at the very mo-
ment the government and the capitalist press pro-
claimed that the army was “alerted” for duty in
connection with the coal strike, Whether or not
the government would actually use the army is
beside the point. The real point 1s that, if the
army were so employed, Chief of Staff Eisen-
hower would direct its operations in the same way
that the then Chief of Staff MacArthur directed
the “bloody Thursday” massacre of unemployed
veterans camped on the Anacostia flats in 1932,
I do not now wish to go into the matter of the
propriety of having army officers speaking at la-
bor conventions; it is enough now to think of it in
relation to the persent coal strike.

If Eisenhower and other high officials of the
government were so “pleased” and “honored” to
appear before a convention of labor it would not
have been out of place to have some delegates ask
a few pertinent questions. They might have asked
what the Chief of Staff thinks about using the
army to break strikes. Someone might have asked
just what the General meant by his statements:
“it is your army and no one’s else.” “The average
man benefits from military training.” The army
gives “full play for the best of man’s virtues.”
We see no reason why a convention of workers
should be subjected to verbal machine-gunning
from government officials with only the right to
sit quietly and applaud at the end of u barrage.

Only the day before Eisenhower’s appearance,
the convention had passed a resolution dondemn-
ing peace-time conscription, one 6f his pet proj-
ects. Would it have Been out)of place to have
Eisenhower stand up and defend his position be-
fore the conventwn'? Especially when he says that
it is “our” army.

We mean just this: labor cunvent:ons should
belong to labor and to the delegates in the conven-

A Cadll to Milifun'l- Action

tion who have been sent there by the membersh: P
to legislate for the union, to discuss the umion
problems and to find solutions for them. This CIO
convention had only five days in which to do its
work, but hours and hours of the time were con-

“sumed in listening to speeches and most of them

made no contributions whatever to the problems
confronting the delegates. -

CONVENTION GETS TO WORK

Despite the waste of time, the convention did
accomplish several things. In the first place, the
CIO- is slowiy moving steadily in the direction of
becoming what it shouid be: the chief economic
organization of labor in the U. S. This progress
is far too slow but the direction is unmistakable.
This is attested to in many ways and by many
things. It has to be made clear that my ecritical
comments are made for the purpose of pointing
out what needs to be done in order to achieve more
quickly the above goal.

The CIO has made real progress in integrating
Negro workérs into the organization, as well as
in fighting for Negro equality in the plants and
in the country in general. In relation to the AFL
in this matter, the CIO stands out distinetly and
to its credit. There were three separate resolu-
tions dealing specifically with problems. of Ne-
groes: a resolution entitled “Oust Bilbo,” another
on “The Right to Vote,” and the third, “Protec-
tion of Democracy.”

The very titles of the resolutlons indicate their

_content. The progressive nature of the conven-

tion’s actions on this test question is revealed in
the following demands:

Federal, state and rhunicipal fair employment
practices legislation. The immediate enactment of
a federal anti-lynching bill. Federal legislation
in the District of Columbia against discrimina-
tion and segregation and the same legislation in
the States. Federal and state legislation invalidat-
ing restrictive covenants based on “race, color,
creed or national origin.” Safeguards against ra-
cial diserimination in federal appropriations for
state aid. Federal, state and municipal laws guar-
anteeing right of suffrage, and against Congres-
sional barriers which exclude Negro newspaper-
men from Senate and House pressTgalleries.

The CIO has attempted to carry the letter and
spirit of these resolutions. Negroes occupy a posi-
tion in the CIO today never before known in the
history of the labor movement in this country. 1
should like to emphasize this. We see in the ClIO g
most significantly progressive development of race
relations and of infra-class solidarity. The Workers
Party welcomes this development. It Is entirely in
accord with the position of the Vlierkers Party
which: holds that the Negro in the U. S. can gain
his freedom not only by the active support, but the
initiative of the organized labor movement in the
struggle for democratic rights for the Negro. With
the establishment of union FEPC committees, the
selection of Negrces as members and heads of im-

portant CIO commitiees, even of committees not
concerned directly with 'the Negro problem
means that the CIO has placed itself in @ position
to handle this problem effectively.

This is not to say that the CIO has answered -

all the problems of discrimination, even in its own
ranks. It has not. Many sore spots remain. But
the program of the organization is being devel-
oped in a correct direction.

ORGANIZING THE UNORGANIZED

The convention also dealt with hlghly lmpor-
tant problems of “Organizing the Unorganized.”
This part of the agenda was concerned largely
with the campaign to organize the South. The
resolution and reports, particularly by Van Bitt-
ner and Baldanzi, emphasized that the drive
would be continued and stepped up.| This was im-
portant because of rumors that have heen making
the rounds that the drive was falling off and that
in the future each international would be expect-
ed to finance its own operations.

Baldanzi remarked in his speech that the drive
should not be understood as an "Operation Dixie."
He explu!ned this by saying that the Sou!hern
workers are not hostile and that they wanted to be
organized, But here Baldanzl seemed to be missing’
the point. The expression "Operation Dixie" is an
excellent designation for this campaign. The slogun
is not directed against the Southern worker but
against the same forces in the South encompassed
by the first Operation Dixie, namely, against the
rulers of the South and their Northern masters. I
is an operation against the South's "peculiar insti-
tution" of 1946; against the mill owners, the cotion
planters, the pell tax, lynching, mob rule and all
the dark and reactionary forces of the South. This
operation can only be carried out by the working
class of the North with the participation of the
Southern toilers, white and black. This it seems to
me is what the slogan "Operation Dixie" must mean,

There was a resolution pledging the organiza-
tion to fight against anti-labor injunctions. Since
the convention was sitting at the very moment
that the injunction against the miners was 1ssued,
the resolution was amended as follows: “We con-
demn the actions taken by the federal government
in obtaining a sweeping injunction agamst the

United Mine Workers of America. This is a clear

violation of the Norris-LaGuardia Act. No anti-

labor injunctions can dispose of the problems now .
confronting workers who see their earnings shrink

before the fast-rising cost of living. American
democracy cannot tolerate any attempt to Impose

economic slavery through vicious anti-labor in-
junctions.”

The question of Lewis and the miners’ stnke i
really pervaded this convention. Not much was -

said but it was clear that the leadership was wor-

ried and disturbed over whether or not to support

Lewis and on how to separate Lewis from the

UMWA. But it is gratifying that a little common

sense and a measure of labor solidarity prevailed.
(Continued on page 4)

How to Lick the Stalinist Menace in the AVC

By CHARLES STEWART

Of all the existing veterans or-
ganizations, the American Veterans
Committce, by its more militant ac-
tivity, has served to attract over 80,-
000 members—all World War II vets.
These ex-GI's were more socially ad-
vanced than most veterans and their
activities included action on housing,
price control, terminal leave, ete. In
general, this activity was conducted
in a dramatic manner. The vet who
wasn't looking for a political crutch
like the American Legion, who want-
ed to fight but his problems against
all comers—gravitated toward the
AVC.

What sort of an organization is
the AVC? What is the nature of the
political crisis it faces? The Amer-
ican Veterans / Committee was an

.outgmwth of an idea thought up in

the midst of World War IT by GI's
who took the promlses “of post-war
America seriously and who felt that
the old- line orgamzatlons would not
seriously consuier the problems ‘of
the veterans and would not link
these problems to the needs of the
masses of the Amencan people.
How the organizatmn got started
is related in the book written by the
head of the AVC, Charles Bolte—The
New Veteran. The organization was

" started by young ‘college-bred liberals

of the Roosevelt-Willkie stripe. They
whipped together a “Statement of
intentions” which was to be their
credo, is now the preamble of the
AVC, and is printed on the reverse
side of every membership card. This
statement, besides barring any dis-
crimination in membership based on
race, color and creed, embraced the
merchant seaman as eligible for
membership.

THE AVC PROGRAM

The “Statement” asserts that:

“Adequate financial, medical, vo-
cationa) 'and educational assistance
for every veteran. A job for every
véteran under A SYSTEM OF PRI-
VATE ENTEEPRISE (My emphasis
—C. 8.) in which business, labor, ag-

‘riculture and government work to-

gether to provide full employment
and full production for the nation.

“Thorough social and economic se-
curity. Free speech, press, worship,

assembly and ballet. Disarmament of
Germany and Japan and the elimi-
nation of the power of their mili-
tarist classes. Active participation of
the United States in the Unlted Na-
tions Organization to stop any threat
of aggression and to promote social
and economic measures which will
remove the causes of war. Estab-
lishment of an international vet-
erans council for the furtherance
of world peace and justice among
the peoples of all nations.”

What does this statement reveal?
It indicates the complete muddle-
headedness of the organizers, who
honestly believe that the system of
private enterprise, that is, capital-
ist, can_really bring peace, security,
jobs and plenty for all. They really
believe that the system which breds
war oppression, unemployment, pov-
erty, disease and insecurity will do
the very opposite! Further, these
starry - eye, muddle - minded- liberals
think that the league of imperalist
bandits known as the United Nations
Organization can stop aggression. It
certainly is lucky for these patriotic
gentlemen that the Japanese attack-
ed at Pearl Harbor—imagine if the
U. S. had been the “aggressor”! What
a useless way to judge a war”! The
statement ais‘ti asks the United Na=
tions to disarm Germany and
Japan (not U. 8., Britain and Rus-
sia) and out their militarist classes
(not U. 8. Britain and Russia).
Needless to repeat, disarmament is
totally incapable of stopping war. It
doesn’t take very long to convert
“reconverted” factories to the pro-
duction of bombers, machine guns,
ammunition, "etc.

There was another purpose behind
this declaration of intentions. Be-
sides the avowed political program
of the leadership, the additional pur-
pose was the naive hope that since
the Stalinists did not believe in “pri-
vaté enterprise” and civil liberties,
the AVC would be immune from in-
filtration of the potentially danger-
ous followers of Joseph Stalin.

Bolte, F. D. R. Jr.,, Gilbert Harri-
son, Oren Root Jr. et al, breathed
sighs of relief when the Daily Work-
er attacked the AVC and urged CP
members and sympathizers to enter
the American Legion, But the relief

felt by the liberals has given way to
great anxiety. The Communist Party
“boys"” found it tough sledding in the
highly bureaucratized American Le-
gion—many of the posts the CP
members and fellow travelers had
entered were suspect and rudely
trampled upon by the clique of Le-
gion king-makers, What was left for
the CP to do? Start a drive to take
over the AVC! Here was a loosely
organized democratic organization

that was just a ripe plum for Stalin-

ists to pick. No explusions, no hier-
archy of ossified red-baiters and suc-
cessful business men. All the Stalin-
ists had to do was to get their boys
to attend every meeting of the local
chapter and grab the lion's share of
the key positions. The average non-
Stalinist AVCer wasn't to “eager”

A Blow at
Free Expression

A New York State court has
issued a decree banning from pub-
lic sale and circulation the novel
Memoirs of Hecate County, writ-
ten by Edmund Wilson. The
grounds given by the two judges
who voted for the ban is “obscen-
ity,” though they do not even take
the trouble to issue a supporting
statement explaining their action.
Dissenting Justice Pearlman has
issued a statement along the lines
of the famous Wooley ruling on
James Joyce's Ulysses, in which
he defends the right of serious lit-
erature to deal with all subjects
in an honest and frank manner,

This ruling, which comes di-
rectly after and probably as a re-
sult of a campaign in the Hearst
press, strikes a most dangerous
blow at the freedom of serious
creative writers to express them-
‘selves honestly and frankly, re-
gardless of what prudes, snoopers
and fools may think. It is reml-
niscent of the twenties, when the
_bluenoses succeeded in Dbarring
from the  United States several
masterpieces of world literaure on
similar grounds.

and it was easy for the Stahmsts to
to take over. '

Wherever the Stalinists took con-
trol, as in New York and Chicago,
they used their gains to pervert the
activities of the AVC, to rig con-
ventions, appointing convention com-
mittees in advance, and to sound off
with the same line that was in the
Daily Worker. In New York they
put the pressure on Dewey alone
because the CP was supporting the
democrats, Mead and Lehman.
A PROGRAM IS NEEDED

The Stalinists were defeated by a

narrow margin at the last national -

convention in Des Moines. The Na-
tional Planning Commiftee is now
viewing with alarm the creeping Sta-
linist influence over the AVC local

" bodies. They know only too well

what happened in the old Anierican
Student Union, the American Youth
Congress, the New York American
Labor Party, and in many unions. If

. the Stalinists win control of the

AVC, only those “liberals” would be
tolerated who want to be window-
dressing fellow travelers.

In the face of this situation the
“solution” of the National Planning

. Committee is to pass a reésolution

against [Stalinism! They demand a
vote of the AVC chapters on this
resolution which attacks as “immor-
al” the infiltration of Stalinists into
the ranks of the AVC because the
Stalinists do not divulge their open
party affiliations. The course the
AVC national leadership has charted
is unrealistic and dangerous. In ad-
dition it is just as useless in reduc-
ing Stalinist influence as the recent
resolution of the CIO convention
against Stalinist tactics which was
passed by a committee including
three Stalinists —Ben Gold of the
Furriers, Michael Quill of the Trans-
port Workers and Abram Flaxer of
the Public Workers! '
History has demonstrated that
there are really only two ways to
defeat the Stalinists and their per-
nicious, destructive and dangerously
reactionary influence. Either you can

handle them as THEY would handle -

any opposition within their own par-
ty, union or state—dictatorially, bu-
reaucratically, expulsions, resolutions

(autd thys only glves them an unde-
served cloak as martyrs) —or by
pursuing 'a policy of militant action
on behalf of the veterans—no “ear-
banging” or "brown—noslng” with
high officials—a disciplined caucus
and faction against the Stalinists on

a minimum progressive progmn—-—a' 5

fight conducted along political lines.
Resolutions against the Stalinists do
not mean a thing unless your oppo-
sition is thoroughly organlzed. The
Stalinist ALWAYS attends the AVC
meeting and doesn’t hesitate to vol-
unteer for work and snap. up the
posts. They are always prepared in
advance by a hghtly knit caucus. .

We are AGAINIST resolutions and
preambles which call upon the vet-
eran to support rotting capitalism as
the only alternative against the cor-
roding influence of Stalinism. Weare
FOR a militant program to counter
the Stalinists, We must say that ex-
clusive dinners at the Waldorf-As-
toria with General Omar Bradley, the
head of the Veterans Administra-
tion; pussyfooting on the questjon of
the cut in subsistence for veterans

receiving on-the-job training and’

serving apprenticeship; an obstinate
refusal to consider the “bonus” ques-
tion, do not aid the fight for the vet-
eran. These tactics merely add fuel
to the Stalinist fire.

We repeat, the only way to defea,t
the Stalinists is to be more active,
more disciplined, and have, above

all, a militant, progressive and Iight_.-_.'
ing program for the veteran —one

which will place him WITH the la-
bor movement in the struggle for de-
cent jobs, decent housing in a world
without wars and oppression
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IRVING HOWE HENRY JUDD

Editonials—

There can be no doubt whatever that
the main fight of the coal miners of this
country at this moment is against govern-
ment strikebreaking through injunction.
If the government should succeed in its
case against Lewis, or if a compromise is
reached in the meantime without defeat-
ing the Attorney General’s court action,
but allowing it to drop by default, a seri-
ous blow will have been struck against
the whole labor movement. Long years of

' experience with injunctions, whether by

government or by private industry, has
.- .taught the trade union movement that any
recurrence of such measures demands im-
mediate resistance. That is why the AFL
and CIO, despite their many and vigorous
differences, reacted swiftly against the
government action and threatened to re-
gist it. '

The fight against government strike-
breaking by injunction is therefore the
immediate aim in the struggle of the coal
miners. But there is a long-term, basic
problem involved in the coal strike: what
shall be done about a sick industry which
is threatened by the greed of the profiteer-
ing operators and new sources of cheap
power? The miners. are threatened with
loss of their livelihood. They cannot make
a living wage out of coal mining without
fighting a constant battle against the
mine owners, who not only resist paying
a living wage, but also any measure which
. would improve the general welfare of the

| coal diggers and their working conditions

in the mines.
" In each struggle which the miners ini-
tiate against a decline in their living stand-
ards they are threatened with a loss of
- “their jobs by increasing use of oil and gas
-~ ag sources of power and heat. Coal mining
is a sick industry, but its condition re-
flects the sickness of capitalism. Yet,.des-
pite its illness, the coal industry cquld
function for many, many years and pro-

The political situation in India is rap-
idly deteriorating and that turbulent coun-
try is again approaching one of its innu-
merable crises. This crisis, however,
promises to be of a catastrophic and vio-

. lent nature because of the continuation
of the fratricidal warfare between Hindus
and Moslems.

The full responsibility for this disastrous
situation, in the historic sense, rests exclu-
. sively upon the shoulders of British impe-
rialism. For 200 years, this foreign power
- has ruled India at will, subjecting the pop-
ulation to its law and order. It is not,
_ therefore, just to conclude that whatever
has resulted from these two centuries of
~rule is the full responsibility of the Brit-
ish? If today the Hindu and Moslem com-
munities are wider apart than ever (an
unfortunate fact), it is the consequence
of deliberate British practice of divide
and rule. If today India as a whole is more
_miserable, more hungry, more unclothed,
more poverty-stricken than ever, it is
 likewise the responsibility of the British.
They have had charge of the nation for
200 years, and this is what they have ac-
complished!

- The soufces of conflict between Hindu
and Moslem are many and complex. But
one source, at least, is clear. The grinding
poverty of the country make it exceed-
‘ingly easy for religious and communal
fanatics, of both communities, to rabble-
rouse hatred and violence against the
other community. It is likewise clear that
today the British, for reasons of their
own, are leaning toward the Moslem
League headed by the fanatic reactionary,
Mohammed Ali Jinnah, with the aim of
stimulating the already widespread diffi-
culties. Close to 10,000 dead are already
“the fruit of this sinister policy. The Con-
- gress Party, which took the treacherous

i

- Nationalize the Coal Mines!

vide a decent standard of living for the
miners. To achieve this, however, it is
necessary to get rid of the whole gang of
greedy operators to whom coal mining is
-important only for the profits that are
produced. If the coal mines were taken
away from this gang of parasites, the
mines could produce enough coal to meét
the needs of the country and provide a
decent living standard to the miners.

The immediate answer to the needs of
the miners is to nationalize the mines. Na-
tionalization of the mines has long been
a demand of the miners' union. In recent
years, it has rarely, if ever, been used.
But the union cannot long evade this issue.
The New York Post, for example, has been
agitating for the nationalization of the
mines, too, but its demand is motivated
by the idea that "goverfiment ownership”
would end strikes in the industry! At least,
the Post hopes so.

There are indeed two kinds of national-
ization : One is for the government to take
over, the mines, pay the operators hand-
somely for them, and then place these
same operators in charge of the industry
at high salaries, with interest-bearing gov-
ernment bonds thrown in for added in-
ducement to these vultures. Such a na-
tionalization will not greatly improve the
conditions of one of the most heavily ex-
ploited groups of workers in the country.

‘No, a real nationalization of the coal

mines, nationalization of the mines under

contrel of democratically elected com-
mittees of workers supervising production,
would eliminate all parasitic elements
from the industry, make possible a high
production of coal and a higher standard

of living for the coal diggers. That is what

is needed as a genuine means of aiding.

the coal miners in their struggle to live.
Nationalize the mines under workers'
control! ' '

| o The Mounting Crisis in India .

step of forming an interim government
under British aegis, has declared its. pa-
tience is approaching the end.

At this moment, the colonial bosses
of London’s Labor government have sum-
moned Indian leaders to that city for an
emergency conference over the situation.

The British, with typical hypocrisy, are
advancing the story that they have offered
India its freedom, but that India (as is ob-
vious from the communal tension) is not
ready for it. We brand this as hypocrisy
because it is precisely the continued pres-
ence of the British that is causing the in-
creased communal rioting. Their presence
bolsters up the whole hated system of
super-exploitation that leads to such in-
tense poverty. It prevents the masses of
peasants from taking and dividing up the
land they need for foed and crops. It pro-
tects the industrial exploitation of the city
workers. Furthermore, it encourages, sus-
tains and provokes actions of Jinnah and
the Moslem League. It prevents the peo-
ple, Hindu and Meoslem alike, from taking
possession of their own country and de-
ciding how it shall be ruled in their own

way. Britain is a prop to every reuciion-'

ary, backward force in the country.

The British may well try to withdraw
their offered concessions, previously made
to the Congress and Moslem League, and
again reassert their bloody rule with the
force of British soldiers. Such an action
would precipitate the sharpest possible
crisis and would prove once more the
treacherous character of British imperial-
ism. Now as before, the first and most im-
portant step for the solution of India’s
problems is:

The immediate withdrawal of British

imperialism — troops and all — from that
country. For the right of the Indian people
to rule themselves.

Will They Be Left to Die?

In one day’s news reports, those of November 27,
1946, there are three items which, if taken together,
provide a vivid pieture of how persistently and tragi-
cally acute remains the problem of Europe’s Jews.
These three items are:

e ‘A report from Palestine deseribing the frenzied re-
sistance of 4,000 Jewish refugees on board the ship,
Jewish Resistance, to the attempts of British troops to
seize them for internment in Cyprus. One refugee Jew
was killed and twenty-one British soldiers hurt in a
pitehed battle in which the soldiers used tear gas and
the Jews retaliated by throwing cans of food. Wrote
J. E. Meltzer in the N. Y. Times:

"Soldiers who took part in the operation ... said they
had experienced nothing like the opposition given today.
The refugees seemed almost frantic in their desire to beat
off the troops and make a mass break toward shore and
freedom, although barbed wire blocked them."

e At a meeting of the Jewish community of Vienna,

‘Dr. David Brill, its president, charged that “Nazism

was getting strong in Austria, that when the doors of
the refugee Jews’ home was opened this morning the
entrance stairs were strewn with paper swastikas.”

e After a four-week trip to Europe, Edward Warburg,
chairman of the Joint Distribution Committee, said that
"the number of displaced Jews in Europe has doubled in
the last year and has now reached 250,000, or 25 per cent
of the total number of homeless persons there.”

Perhaps a fourth news item should be added to com-
plete the picture. Secretary of State Byrnes and For-
eign Minister Bevin are planning a conference “in sev-
eral weeks"” to discuss what to do about the problem of
Palestine.

THE JEWS ARE BARRED EVERYWHERE

That is where it stands: the Jews of Europe have
no home; they do not, for the most part, wish to remain

in the countries which they associate only with terror

and persecution, concentration camps and yellow
badges. They know now that the mere removal of Hitler
has not ended anti-Semitism in Europe; that all the
social poisons, the seemingly irrational but socially de-
finable prejudices and passions of which they were the
victims, still fester among the misguided and disori-
ented of the continent. In Poland, anti-Semitism has
been rifé and open; in Germany and Austria persistent
if somewhat subterranean; and even in France it has
shown surprising virility. For anti-Semitism is one of
the most powerfully ingrained social toxins of our

- timex the desperate, hate-filled and almost deliberately

irrational response of people grown frantie with in-
security, poverty, war and national oppression. The
Jew has been the scapegoat of Europe for centuries—
and Europe, in its present condition, still needs a scape-
goat.... ’ ;

For the time being, then, most of Europe is finished
for the Jews. This statement répresents neither a wish
nor a conception on our part;'it is merely the recogni-
tion of a fact. We would have it otherwise: it would
have been better if the Jews of Europe could have been

integrated into the nations in which they lived, with
whatever cultural autonomy they might have desired,
as part of a free and democratic socialist continent.
But that was not the case. The bankruptey of the 2nd
and 3rd Internationals gave fascism the green light;
and fascism has made most of Europe uninhabitable
to the pitiful remnant of the Jews still alive. )
And so they turn elsewhere. First and foremost, they
turn to Palestine. This statement, too, is not a matter of
wish; it is a simple fact. We revolutionary soclalists are
not Zionists; we are opposed to political Zionism with its
nostalgic nationalist pretensions and its disregard for the

_ rights of other nationally oppressed groups. But between

the nationalist nostalgia and political chicanery of Zion-
ism and the siniple natural desire of Europe’'s Jews to
find a home for themselves in Palestine, there is a wide
gulf. Socialists oppose the former; the latter we support.

Why the Jews turn to Palestine at the moment is
not of first importance. Whether because of despera-
tion, or a resurgence of religious messianism, or an in-
creased acceptance of Zionism, the fact remains that as
a people, who look.upon themselves as a nation, they
wish quite overwhelmingly to go to Palestine. And just
as we socialists support, the legitimate democratic-
national aspirations of oppressed minorities every-
where, so must we support the right of the European
Jews to migrate to Palestine while simultaneously de-
fending the rights of the Arab masses on which most of
the Zionist leaders would trample.

THE HYPOCRITES AND SYCOPHANTS B

But that is not enough. We live in the United States;
our ears are burdened with rhetorical pap about this
“ogreat land. of democracy.” We must make clear that
the indifference—that compound of occasional after-
dinner speeches about the “plight.of the poor Jews”
and a failure to take any action whatever—of this coun-
try’s political leaders and parties is today the most
damning and decisive refutation to their democratic
claims. So long as the doors of this country remain
shut to all but a trickle of Europe’s Jews, their talk
about sympathy is simply a lie. A lie, a vicious, hypo-
critical, damnable lie!

That is the pattern of the treatment Europe’s Jews
aze receiving. From the U. 8., bushelfulls of rhetoric
and no action. From Britain (and oh, the shame of it
that the gang of imperialist scoundrels which calls it-
self His Majesty’s Government should appear in the
eyes of the world as “Socialist!”) repression, bullets,
concentration ecamps in Cyprus. We are tempted to ask

those who justified their support of Allied imperialism -

in the recent war in the name of the plight of Europe’s
Jews—is this the salvation of the oppressed for which
you led the soldiers to their graves? But of that another
time, At this moment, the question that must agitate
every thinking person in whom there is still a little area
of the heart not deadened by the contemporary eynic-
ism; the question that we perhaps vainly hope disturbs
at least a few minutes of the sleep of the mighty, re-
mains: ¥ ol
And what of Europe’s Jews? Will they be left to die?
—I. H.

Election Campaign
Of French Trotskyists

THE ELECTION PLATFORM

1. General adjustment of -wages,

benefits and pensions on the basis of
a minimum living wage established
by the unions and guaranteed by the
sliding scale of wages.

2. Workers® control of production
and prices at every step of manufac-
ture and distribution: Opening of the
employers’ books by workers' dele-
gates. Abolition of commercial secrets.

3. Popular control of rationing by
'organizations of workers, peasants
and housewives.

4, Make the rich pay by stopping
all compensation to the bondholders
of the nationalized enterprises, and
by expropriating the banks and large
industries,

5. Abolition of military -credits,
which are now one-third of the
budget.

6. Defense of  secularism by the
closing of the religious schools and
the creation of a single, free and
compulsory secular school system.

7. The right of self-determination
of the colonial peoples.

8. Defense of democratic and work-
ers' rights;

No limitation on the right to strike,
Complete proportional representa-
tion on a national scale.

Popular recall of elected officials.

Election of judges. -

A single and sovereign assembly.

In Paris proper, the swing to the
right has been more marked than
anywhere in France. Here the Catho-
lic MRP drew a considerably larger
vote than the CP, and the party of
the extreme right (the PRL) came
in a good third. For the first time,
the PRL undertook a serious invasion
of the workers’ districts to campaign,
and our comrades, as a result, had a
chance to expose the supine and su-

per-respectable attitude of the CP

toward the threat of reaction. Here
is an interesting incident in this fight:

EXPOSE STALINISM

November 1, the PRL organized a
meeting at Boulogne-Billancourt (a
Paris suburb). The workers decided
to give them the proper reception.
The hall was full of ‘workers when
the PRL chairman opened the meet-
ing. At this moment a Socialist work-
er jumped up and proposed a pre-
siding committee composed of one
Socialist, one Stalinist, one. Trotsky-
ist.  The workers lou‘aly approved it
and the meeting was transformed into
one of united action, with the speak-
ers of the Socialist Party and the
PCI speaking by turns. The repre-

sentative of the CP declared he was
not authorized to speak. At this
point the PRL leaders, Barrachin (be-
fore the war, a leader of the fascist

Croix de Feu) arrived. The audience

arose, greeted him with The Inter-
nationale, and adjourned the meet-
ing.

In many places the huge  Stalinist
rank and file fraternizes freely with
the Trotskyists (PCI). The most dra-
matic exposure of Stalinist duplicity
took place in Bordeaux, France's
fourth city. The Stalinists spread ru-
mors that the PCI was working with
the Catholic MRP (of course, the Sta-
linists sit in the cabinet with the
MRP all year around). Posters were
immediately put up by the PCI in
answer to this calumny. On Satur-
day, November 2, at the end of a
meeting held by Marc Dupuy, leader
of the CP election slate in the Bor-
deaux area, in which he slandered
the Trotskyists, a comrade of the

PCI mounted to the platform bran-
dishing copies of the illegal Vérité.
“I carry here the preofs that Dupuy
is a liar and calumniator.” Dupuy
slunk out.

You will notice in both the above
incidents that Socidlist Party mem-
bers cooperated actively. That was
not rare. In the Seine-et-Oise, the
SP Departmental Federation voted
to endorse the Trotskyist proposal for
an electoral endorsement. When this
was turned down by the SP nation-
ally, a number of local SP branches
resolved by motion to cast their
votes for the PCI. At a PCI meeting
of 400 workers in Pontois (a Paris
suburb), with an overwhelmingly Sta-
linist audience, the Socialist Youth
patrolled the aisles to preserve or-
der.

(The above was condensed for
LABOR ACTION by Saul Berg from

La Vérité, weekly organ of the PCL)
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cluding the delicatessen front!

The Delicatessen Store' Mystery

Thanks to Hollywood, we in America have had long acguaintance
with every variety of mystery and spy story. But leave it to a Russian
Stalinist to provide us with a brand new comic version of the mys-
terious store (known as a “front,” to the trade) where the well-
groomed spy comes to report to his “contact man.” We've had cafe-
terias, cigar stores, beauty parlors (a favorite place), etc., but never
an honest, down-to-earth New York delicatessen with the smell of dill

It all began at night, November 21. Two Ukrainian delegates to
the UN General Assembly entered a 58th Street, Manhattan, delicates-
sen. Joseph Braunspiegel of the Bronx was, at this fortuitous mo-
ment in the process of being stuck up by two of New York’s familiar
thugs. But Messrs. Stadnik and Voina from the Ukraine are of a dif-
ferent brand than delicatessen clerks; they are Stalinist heroes. So
they refused to obey orders (probably didn’t understand what the gun-
men said to them) and, as a result, Stadnik got a bullet in his leg and

And thus began a story going on until this day. A dastardly po-
litical assassination attempt, howled the Ukrainian delegate-in-chief,
D, Z. Manuilsky. A capitalist conspiracy to wipe out the Workers’
State representatives, echoed Molotov and Vyshinsky. The Russian
press wrote lurid tales of New York’s political gangsterism, and the
lesson was driven home (in Pravda) that the representatives abroad
of the Fatherland lived in daily fear of murder at the hands of the

But Drew Pearson in his syndicated column came up with another
story. LABOR ACTION cannot vouch for the truth of this tale, but

The delicatessen store, it seems, was a front for the Russian sécret
police service functioning in America. Delegate Stadnik and Voina
were on their way to make a report there and, by coincidence, the place
was stuck up at that moment. The shooting was the result of a mutual
failure by two different type of bandits to recognize one another as

Why did the Russians get so hot about this? According to Pearson,
they know that the Americans (thanks to FBI counter-espionage)
knew about the place. So they figured the FBI had cooked up the whole
thing. Russian-imperialism vs. American imperialism on all fronts, in-

Maybe Drew Pearson has the right dope, we don’t know. For what
could be better than getting your secret information along with a hot
pastrami sandwich and a cup of tea? '

December 9, 1946

An Analysis
Of the CIO
Convention --

(Continued from page 3)

The all-important question of wages was dis-
cussed and a program set forth in a resolution.
No definite sum for a wage increase was specified.
But the resolution is a good one and entirely cor-
rect. It is interesting that the resolution does not
call on the government to do anything about the
wages question. What it does say.is that: “Under
present conditions it is therefore imperative that
American industry in collective bargainirg give
substantial wage increases. Our people must have
sustained purchasing power and a decent living
wage to avert the swift economic tragedy which
now confronts us, This is the important task for
CIO unions in their approaching collective bar-
gaining conferences.”

There was a resolution on “The Jewish Peo-
ple,”'which urged that “our government immedi-
ately enact a code of laws dealing with the hateful
evil of racial bigotry....We must ‘make anti-
Semitism and anti-racial aets and incitements a
crime.” The government is asked “to open its
doors to the thousands of homeless and desperate
Jews in Europe.” The government is urged - to
“bring pressure upon Great Britain to secure the
immediate admission of 100,000 Jews to-Palestine
and the immediate provision for free and unlim-
ited immigration to Palestine and free and unlim-
ited land purchase in Palestine.” It adds “that
our government take every possible step to hring
about the establishment in Palestine of an inde.
pendent commonwealth as a Jewish National
Home with full guarantees of the legitimate in-
terests of other national groups and equality. of
rights and opportunities to all its inhabitants.”

The resolution on “Foreign Policy” called for
support to the United Nations Organization, “de-
militarization,” and to sever all diplomatiec and
economic relations with “breeding places of world
fascism.” (Spain and Argentina.) The resolution
calls for ‘“progressive universal disarmament,”
that the colonial peoples shall have self-determi-
nation and self-government—‘“free from-interfer-
ence or coercion from any source—beneévolent or
despotic.” An enduring peace demands “a free,
united and independent China....We call upon
all foreign governments as well as our own to
cease intervention in Chinese affairs and to end
military aid to any faction....We urge that un-
der no circumstances should food or any other
aid given by any country be used as a means of
coercing or influencing free but needy people in
the exercise of their rights of self-government.”
The resolution demands -the unity of the “Big

Th_ree” and opposes any bloe which would destroy
this unity.

POLITICAL ACTION—THE LABOR PARTY

Something” which must be emphasized is the -

fact that the CIO in this tonvention 'took under
consideration virtually all the important: prob-
lems with which the masses in the U. S. are .con-
cerned. These resolutions place the CIO formally
in the position of establishing. itself as the spear-
head of the working class in its bid for the leader-
ship of the nation, The heads of the CIO under-
stand this in a primitive and naive sort of way.
What they do not undérstand is that the most im-
portant questions dealt with by the convention are
political and cannot be handled by a trade union
or other economic organization. |

Inherent in the deliberations of this convention
and the resolutions passed is the demand for po-
litical ‘action by laboer. Not the type of political
action engaged in by the PAC, but independent
class political action on the part of labor. Imiplicit
in the actions of this CIO convention is the neces-
sity for the organization of an independent labor

- party. This is really what PAC is faced with: trans-

forming itself into a labor party. There is no way
to accomplish the demands set forth in these reso-
lutions except through independent action by the
working class. No "third party” will do. The lead-

ership of Morgenthau, Pepper, Ickes and Wallace

will not produce the results demanded in these
resolutions.
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CHRISTMAS-NEW
YEAR'S GIFT!

One Year Subscription to:

Labor Action and
The New International -

Are you looking for a “way out” of your
gift problems? We're offering you an easy
solution. One year of America’s leading la-.
bor paper, LABOR ACTION (52 issues) ;
plus one year of the leading Marxist theo-

retical magazine THE NEW INTERNA-
TIONAL (12 issues).

We will send a gift notice along with all
subseriptions received. - '

Make out payments to: LABOR ACTION,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.
Please send me one year's Xmas-New Yecr'n. :

gift subscription to LABOR and THE NEW
INTERNATIONAL to:

I'm_enclosing $2.50 to cover complete cost
of this gift subscription.
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\ Why Workers Should Not Defend Stalin’s Russia|

By ALBERT GATES

Of all the organizations that ad-
here to the general program and
ideas of the Fourth Internationalist
movement, there is none so sterile,
so impervious to events, so alien to
the free -and scientific spirit of in-
quiry as the Socialist Workers Party
in the United States. It clings con-
servatively to outlived theories and
false slogans with a tenacity char-
acteristic of theoretical ignorance.
And nowhere does this manifest it-
self so clearly as on the famous
“Russian question.”

As many of our readers will know,

“ the SWP still adheres to the theory
that Russia is a “degenerated work-
ers’ state,” and therefore, whatever
the differences with and opposition
to Stalinism, the ‘“defense of the
Soviet Union” remains the key slo-
gan of world socialist policy. Those
who disagree with their theory of the
Russian state and the slogan 'which
flows logical from the theory, are
deseribed as being on the other side
of the “class barricades_”'

FETISH AND RITUAL

The founder of the theory of the
“degenerated workers’ state,” and
the “defense of the Soviet Union,”
was Leon Trotsky, the greatest so-
cialist leader of this era. But he
never went to the absurd lengths of
his epigone followers in the SWP.
Where Trotsky was deeply conecerned
W#ith Russian developments in the
latter period of his life and con-
cerned with the real possibility that
he may have to revise his position on
Stalin’s state, the SWP proceeds in
this question with the blindness of
eave animals who perambulate with-
out sight. Their theory of Russia has
become a fetish, the slogan of de-
fense, a ritual. The war years came
and went without having the slight-
est effect on the thinking of the Can-
nonite leaders of the SWP.

One of the best examples of an
absolutely hard-headed approach to
this great question is contained. in
the Militant of November 9, in an
article by Joseph Hansen, called
“What Trotskyists Defend Today in
the Soviet Union.” The opening sen-
tence of this article declares:

"Today in the Soviet Union nation-
alized property, the great conquest
of the November 1917 revolution, still
remains.”

Therefore? Therefore, despite the
crimes of Stalin, the workers must
. not be blinded “to the necessity of
defending this great historical con-
quest of the world working class.”

- How? By ‘the “defense of the Soviet
. Union.”

Such a slogan had justification, if

it did not have validity, years ago,

before experience ahd greater knowl-.
. edge of Stalin’s Russia was at hand.

But today, this position is absurd, as
Hansen himself proceeds to prove

unthinkingly. Years of Stalinist rule

have shown that mere nationaliza-

tion of property does not advance the’
interests of the working class nor.

improve their historical position in
society. What made the Russian Rev-
olution the most progressive event
in modern history is that it de-
stroyed the power of the bourgeoisie
and elevated the working class to
political power.
first workers’ state in history which
vroceeded to govern the country in
the interests of the masses, prole-
tarians and peasants., This was true
during the period when property
was not nationalized as well as when
it was. It was not nationalized prop-
erty which made Russia a workers’
state, but the political power of the
working class, the fact that it ruled
the country through its state. The

moment the workers lost political
power, i.e., from the day that the
Stalinist bureaucracy usurped power
and proceeded to destroy the inde-
pendence, initiative and power of in-
tervention and control by the work-
ing class, the workers’ state no long-
er existed. The fact that the nation-
alization of property remains under
the régime of Stalin only proves that
such property forms can exist under
the most reactionary, anti-working
class, counter-revolutionary régime
imaginable, Thus there is nothing to
defend in a nation ruled by a reac-
tionary brutal dictatorial régime,
which rests precisely on this form of
property. To call for the defense of
this property form, as though it
were something distinet and sepa-
rate from the régime which rules the
country, is an absurd abstraction
totally unrelated to life itself.

JOSEPH HANSEN DESCRIBES RUSSIA

If you want to see to what absurd-
ity Hansen is compelled, listen to
what follows in his article immedi-
ately after the monumental state-
ment quoted above:

“Virtually all the other conquests of
the November 1917 revolution, how-
ever, have been liquidated . . . Coun-
ter-revolutionary forces seized power
. . . Stalin crushed the Bolshevik Party
that had been built by Lenin. Stalin
exiled tens of thousands of Bolsheviks.

. .. He executed all Lenin's general
staff of revolution. He murdered Leon
Trotsky. . .. Stalin stamped out all de-
mocracy in the soviet organs of gov-
ernment. . . . Stalin instituted dicta-
torial personal rule, His political par-.
ty prohibits the organization of any
opposition. . . . In elections the people
are permitted to vote for only one
slate. of hand-picked candidates. The
rule of the Stalin bureaucracy rests
on the terror of a secret police. . . .
The secret police has in its power be-
tween ten and twenty million workers

. .. doomed to slave labor.. .. Period-_

ic purges terrorize the population....
The Stalinist regime has restored
privileges in the Soviet Union. . .. 5o
thick and powerful has this growth
{the porasitic bureaucracy) become,
that the tree of the workers' state
can scarcely be seen.”

The “tree of the workers’ state can
scarcely be seen,” or better, cannot
be seen at all, because no such tree
exists in Russia. Hansen might well
have added that there are no “sovi-
ets” 'in his “Soviet Union”; that
there are no trade unions, except in
name, for what are called trade un-
jons are government bodies for the
purpose of binding totalitarian chains
around the masses and enslaving
them to the régime. There is no par-
ty of the working class in Stalin’s
Russia. In a word, the working class
is a down-trodden, persecuted, en-
slaved proletariat in Russia, ruled

over by a new class of bureaucratlc
collectivists which arose on the basis
of nationalized property. And if ever
a theory was proven false in life, it
is the theory that Russia is a ‘‘de-
generated. workers’ state.” That
would be bad enough if the adher-
ence to such a theory had only an
abstract significance. But it doesn’t.
It has a real living significance. It is
one of the most dangerous myths
that has ever entered the working
class movement, for the political con-
sequences of the theory has already
destroyed in large part the effective-
ness of many organizations which, in
all other respects, embrace revolu-
tionary socialist principles.

WHAT IT MEANT POLITICALLY

As a result of this rotten theory,
the SWP hailed the victories of Stal-
in’s army in Europe as the harbinger
of the socialist revolution on the
Continent. The SWP counseled the
European workers to welecome Stal-
in’s gang of marauders, secret police
detachments, and oppressors as “lib-
erators.” The usually silent leader of
this party once declared that the Po-
lish underground, which fought so
valiantly in the battle of the Warsaw
Ghetto, should subordinate itself to
the Red army on the other side of
the Vistula.

As a further example of the dis-
orienting effect of this false theory
of Russia and the slogan which ac-

companies it, we have the response

“of the SWP to the termination of the

most destructive war in the history
of mankind. The end of the military
conflict saw the SWP declaring that:
The war is not over! If by that it
meant that peace is only an armed
interlude between wars under capi-
talism and that so long as imperial-
ism prevails war is inevitable, that
would be one thing. Even then, its
declaration is confusing and disori-
enting. But in the minds of the SWP
leadership this declaration had an-
other meaning. The sharp conflict be-
tween U. S. and Russian imperial-
ism, the new struggle for world
power between these two imperialist
camps, described as the preparation
for an immediate attack on Russia.
Stalin’s expansion into Europe, the
spread of his murderous, totalitari-
an, anti-working class rule into other
countries are minimized by an attack
on only one of the imperialist camps.
This one-sided, unrealistic analysis
causes the SWP to raise again the

‘slogan of “defense as the most im-

portant immediate slogan for revolu-
tionary socialists.

To say that the powers are prepar-
ing for a third world war is one
thing: to speak in the terms of a daily
threat of war is to live in another
world. Thus, on the basis of a false
analysis of the world situation, the
Cannonite SWP have resurrected a

slogan that can only doom the pro-
gress of - the revolutionary socialist
movement. The "degenerated workers'
state," even by their own description,
is in reality a modern slave state. Na-

tionalized property in Russia under -

Stalin has been the means to enslave
the Russian workers. It is now clear
from life itself, the nationalized prop-
erty can be subverted for reaction-
ary social purpeses or used for
socialist purposes. To separate the
nationalized property in Russia from
the bureaucratic class of exploiters
and usurpers is impermissible.

Given the real conditions that ex-
ist in Russia, there is nothing for the
workers .of Russia, or the rest of the
world, to defend. On the basis of the
Cannonite theory, they would be de-
fending an abstraction. The reality
is that the “degenerated workers’
state” theory and the slogan of de-

fense, disorients: the movement of so-

cialism. The worker is asked to'de-

fend what Joe Hansen has described

is virtually a prison for the Russian

masses. If one did not know that
they are serious one could easily be-
lieve that the SWP leaders write
about Russia with tongue in cheek.
For, what possible conclusion, can
one reach upon reading Hansen's
description of Russian society than
that it is not a workers’ state, degen-
erated or otherwise, but is rather an-
other exploitive soclet.y, a “prlson of
the working class.”

The refusal to think, to reexamine
policies in the light of reality, which

is a distinctive feature of Marxism,
results in a sterile adherence to out-
lived theory produeces such self-de-’
feating and illusory concepts as are
contained in Hangen's article.

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Contrel by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and h]gh prices by action. Only the workers
* can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining

It established the

GENOCIDE or SOCIALISM

additional attacks on it. The whole world shud-

By IRVING HOWE

Language, it has been said, reflects the state
of a civilization, its health or sickness. If that
statement is true, then we can find an extraordi-
nary index of the decline of capitalist civilization
in the recent influx of new terms into our lan-
guage. Think of some of them: Blitzkrieg; concen-
tration camp; buzz bombs; radar; atom bomb;
bacteria warfare. These are the verbal reflection
of a society which has sunk to such depths that—
at the very moment when it has advanced man 's
mastery over nature to an unprecedentéed extent—
it threatens quite literally the very existence of
the human race itself.

Accordingly, there is still another new word:
genocide. It was popularized at the recent Nurem-
berg trials where Hitler's cronies were accused of
having attempted to-destroy entire peoples—the
Jews and the Poles. But the conception of geno-

cide is not merely applicable to those peoples that .

fell vietim to Nazism. Increasingly’it becomes de-
_scriptive of eapitalist civilization as a whole. Not,
‘of course, that the conception of genocide can be

applied htera,lly and._immediately to the.United <

Stdtes, for exa.mple. ‘But if you will read the Te-
ports of starvation in Europe, the terrible pros-
pects for the coming winter, then you will see how
capitalism is providing a sort of genocide-in-
extension for humanity.

Almost a century ago the two founders of so-

cialism, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, wrote |

that capitalism was doomed, that it contained in
itself the seeds of its own destruction and that
humanity faced the choice of socialism or bar-
barism. In the subsequent heroic period of social-
ism, when the movement grew and success seemed
assured, and later when in fact there took place
in Russia the first successful working class revo-
lution, little attention was paid to the second half
of Marx’s prediction: “socialism or barbarism.”
For when socialism seemed so surely on the order

. of the day, when the mighty armies of revolution

were rallying under Lenin’s inspired banner, what
cause was there to inquire into the phrase: “or
barbarism?”

DECLINE OF A SOCIAL SYSTEM

But today when we are living after the most
terrible series of defeats for the working class and
for socialism; today when the previously unheard-
of and unimagined symmetrical totalitarianisms

Joyalty of millions .of -dgvated. workers ™
“terely believe that this totalitarian mo!

of fascism 'and Stalinism have arisen as the end-
products of the decline of a social system putrify-
ing for lack of a force powerful enough to over-
throw it; today, then, we must begin to inquire
what meaning can reasonably be assigned’to the
latter half of the Marxian alternative: socialism
or -barbarism.

And when we see the populamatmn of - the
term GENOCIDE, its casual acceptance by a
world acclimated to accumulating social. horror,
we have at least a symptom, a SIGN of what that
phrase “OR BARBARISM"” can mean. ,

Surely, no one can say that he has in his mmd
or heart fully registered K and assimilated the
meaning of the corruption, the absolut.ely Vstmkmg

decomposition of modern society. It is too much .

for one mind to.try to grasp.

Who could have foretold or imagined twent:,r-
five yeard ago what has happened to Europe in
the past decade? Who would have believed that
six million Jews could be murdered in'th&ice
of modern culture? Who' would have b
Stalinism would arise, havmg at its con

symbol of socialist liberation? Who wi

lieved that the continent would today' be a Maze of "

homeless peoples, shifted first by the Nazis and

"then by the Allied victors, millions uprooted; a

plague-spot of terrible hunger where milligns of
children are being doomed to tubertulosis; ‘a
miasma of corruption and despair, half of it

.gripped in the vise of the totalitarianism which

arose over the grave of the Russian revolution?

THE MEANING. OF GENOCIDE

When we think of socialism or barbarism, we
must not fall into the trap of imagining that bar-
barism means the human degcent into some form
of primitive life in which technology exiét'g's_ only
as a vestigial remnant of a previous society. That
is a possible future degeneration from the con-
temporary barbarism which threatens humanity, a
barbarismi which is highly organized and utilizes
technology. But %day the threat is real: it is the
threat symbolized by such simple words as atom
bomb and genocide.

Think again of the facts: Europe starves. No
rational organization has come as a result of the

war; none is possible. Capitalist economies erack

at the seams and in many countries measures are
required to keep it together which are ultimately

ders at the possibility of atomic war—and at the
fact that preparations for such o war continue.

Do not think of the alternative socialism or
barbarism as some hypothetical aspect of the fu-
ture; the barbarism of modern soclety has already
begun

And what are the odds in t.hls race between
the bright rational future society of plenty and
leisure and peace which is the promise of socialism

as against the decline into neo-despotism, or bar-
barism or whatever you wish to call it?

The odds are in part what we make them. 1t
would be the height of folly to say that upon a
world scale at the present mément the socialist
movement—that is, the real socialist movement
~and not the horrible contrary of -it, Stalinism—
is flourishing or on the verge of success. The
black days are still with the socialist movement
internationally and they will remain for some time
yet. Only rogues or fools attempt to deny this

£ : simple fact."

--'-’THE: FUTURE OF THE WORKING CLASS,

But still there is reason for hope and poss:hl'l-

“ ity for victory. For so long as the working class—

the only source of potential revolutionary socialist
power—remains capable of revolt, so long as it is
. restive, so long as it exists as a working class,
there remams the possibility of a soc:ahst
“triumph.

. What do we mean by that phrase, *
it remdins as a working class?”’ So long as the
working class retains its central position in the

‘. process of production, the position which simul-

taneously makes it indispensible and yet constant-
ly prods it to active revolt because of the intoler-
able conditions of life to which-capitalism dooms
it, then it is to this class that we must look as the
power which can overthrow all of the old social
rubbish and start afresh.

There is nothing automatic about this; there
are no guarantees. First and foremost il is neces-
sary to build a movement which dedicates itself
to rebuilding the socialist cause on a revolutionary
and democratic basis. The very course of struggle
opens new possibilities of wvictory. Every human
being who desires to put an end to this society of
corruption and decay, of war and starvation, must
find his place in the reassembling revolutionary
socialist movemens, at the head of which in the

' United States stands the Workers Party.

‘so long as

the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases wlthout price
increases. For popular price control committees. o

Il. For a Living Wage

1. For an immediate wage mcrease to meet the rising cost of lwmg

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.’

3. For job and wage securlty through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5000 annual minimum per family.

lll. Clear the Slums! Build Homres!

1. For a 260 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection:
of 256 million permaneht low-cost housing units.

IV. Tax the Profiteers

) For a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes. :
V. Nationalize Big Business

. For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estabs
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control. :

Vi. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political and economic equality for Negroes.

Vil. Open the Doors to the Jews. =

Fq1 full and unrestricted immigration into- the Umted States by.
the persecited and homeless Jews of Europe. 3

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestr:cted rmmigra.twn
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

VIiL. - For Full Economic and Educational Opportunities for
Veterans s

1. Readjustment allowance. on-the-job training subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin:
gle veterans and $566 for married veterans; plus $5 a week for each
additional dependent.

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each
year of service. )

IX. For Peace and Freedom

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own fu-

ture. For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2, For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Brmg the
American troops home, For an end to consecription.

X. For an Independent Labor I'ariy and a Workers Govern-
ment L

For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-. 4
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and DemOa i
cratic Parties, For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL! .

~

l.lames T. Farrell on the *“Cain Plan’’ for Wnters

Y

On November 11, 1946, LABOR ACTION featured an article
by Albert Gatées which dealt with the James M. Cain plan for the
establishment of an American Authors Authority. The plan, en-
visaging the control of authors' copyrights by desiroying the
power of book publishers, Hollywood and the radio chains, was
subjected to criticism because of its totalitarian, bureaucratic
and Stalinist character. Once the plan was made public, followed
by a ‘campaign to force its acceptance by all the Author's organi-
zations, a struggle broke out among these bodies and their in-
dividual adherents. One of the most active opponents of the plan
is James T. Farrell, noted novelist, literary critic, and secialist.
Farrell's letter to Elmer Rice, who subsequently also came to
oppose the Cain plan, is printed because of its intrinsic impor-
tance in the fight against Stalinist totalitarianism which is the
most powerful force at work in favor of the Cain plan. It sub-
jects the Cain plan to devastating analysis and criticism.. '

- Ve

(Continued from last week)

One of the major grievances of James M. Cain concerns tax-
ation. Now it is true that there is a certain inequity involved

‘here. The author must pay an income tax, and thus, he receives

different treatment than does the corporation. And in the long
run, he is also at a disadvantage if he is contrasted with the per-
son who pays an income tax on what he gets from stocks and
bonds.. But this is an inequity which concerns all professional
people, and not solely the writer. He is not a special victim of the
government. In addition to which, this inequity mainly concerns
the. more successful authors, those who have to pay taxes accord-
ing to surtax rates. It would be better if the successful writer
did not have to pay such high taxes. But.at the same time, this
gne\rance involves complicated questions of taxation, and it like-

wise involves important principles.
Given the economic system we live under, Hle bést principle of

‘taxation is that which is based on ability to pay. Most certainly,

the question of taxes here should not be a sound drgumient for the

cppolaimenf of a burd such as the oné prepes“.

And let me remind you, further, that after citing the grievances
of the writer, including this concerning taxation, Mr. Cain speaks of
the plight of desperation to which writers have been reduced. Think
of it—Mr. Cain, and Hollywood writers earning a thousand dollars
a-week and two thousand dollars a week, are reduced to desper-
ation, and they are, presumably, among the major victims of social
and governmental injustice in these United States. For remember,
the economic complaints on which this plan is based are the com-
plaints of rich or well-to-do writers more than they are of the poor
and the independent ones. '

And despite such facts, there are many who dare to call all
opponents of this plan fascists, reactionaries, illiberal. These fea-
tures of the plan, also, should stress what I wrote in my previous
letter. This plan is in the interest of the hired writer, rather than
of the free writer. It has been concocted from the standpoint of
Hollywood writers. Their trade mark.is on it. I offered my co-
operation in any struggles they make to better their lot. How-
ever, I again wish to point out that all writers must not be
herded and bureaucratized as the means which- will help them get
a better deal. Their problems are not always precisely the same
ag the problems of the independent writer.

The very economic relationships of the.independent writer are
different from those of the employed writer. The relationships
of the former are more those which are like the relationships of
a craftsman to a merchant capitalist: the relationships of the
hired writer more resemble those which prevail in-the case of a
factory owner and a worker. However, the scale of pay of the
screen writer is much different from thiat of the factory worker..
In the light of these facts, I wish to urge that the most complete
and careful study be made of the different types of economic rela-
tionships which prevail in the business world of writing. Such a
study will, I predict, confirm my criticisms: it will also reveal
that this plan was worked out before it had been properly thought
through to the end.

BUREAUCRATIC CONTROL OF COPYRIGHTS

You were quoted in the press as stating your opposition to any
plan which would require that authors sacrifice their copyrights.
However, even if this pérnicious proposal be eliminated from the
Cain plan, I would still most strongly urge its total rejection. The

ereation of this appointed authority would give such a board an
‘entrenched position, and from this entrenched position, it could
well be able gradually to expand its power and influence. It could
well work toward the acquisition of power over copyrights in the
future. It could set up the basis for clique and group control
among American writers.

At the present time, it is not a secret that many prominent
American writers are either nonmembers of the Authors League,
or else, they have stopped paying their dues and have lost inter-
est in the organization. It is dubious as to the real significance of
the League, and as to how many writers it really speaks for. The
League has no provisions—to my knowledge—for the admission of
poor young writers who cannot afford to pay their dues. By and
large, the League consists of successful writers.

The fact that it has not attained a greater membership places
a greater responsibility on its shoulders when it considers this plan.
For even without the copyright provision, the League and the Board
could be turned into a powerful group that could be controlled by
cliques. The one organized group of writers in America could be-
come an instrument of pressure on other writers. This pressure
wolild possibly be in line with the ideas 6f pressure proposed by
Cain and the other proponents of his plan. Without this copyright
provision, the AAA will still be bureagucratic. Likewise, the claims
that the AAA will not have any authority over what is printed are
inadequate to defend the plan. For ‘the AAA will have too much

power. There will be no democratic control over it. In indirect

ways, it can easily influence what is written when it wants to.

The fact that I am a member of the League should testify to
my acceptance of the idea of the organization of writers. But dif-
ferent prineciples and plans of organization are possible. The Cain
plan is not the only solution to the problems of the organization
of writers. It is not the only alternative. Many of the concrete
proposals for the economic- betterment of writers, envisaged in
this plan, can be accomplished without it.

"“TOUGH MUGGS" AND LICENSING

For instance, it is not necessary to appoint this AAA of
“tough muggs” in order to establish the practice of licensing the
motion picture rights of books instead of selling them outright.

A large number of those whose books are likely to be soIcl are
already members of the League. I am sure that it will not be hard
to eonvinee them that they ought to license their work to studios
rather than sell them outright. This plan does not stand or- fall
on the hcensmg proposal. However, this proposal has already been
advanced in such a way as to fool many members of the publie.
They seem to think that all opponents are against licensing, and
that, thus, opponents are agamst the economic interests of writ-
ers, This false impression is then amalgamated with the :Ealsg
notions that all opponents of the plan are reactionary, and that
“its sponsors and defenders are progressive.

The press quoted you as stating that this issue is a trade
union issue. This is also a mlsconceptlon It is not a clearicut = !
trade union question. It centers in the matter of the property
rights of authors. And further, even if it were an out-and-out
trade union question it would not follow that Cain’s proposal is a
.good one. I think that I have established this point in my- two °
letters to you, and I hope that the Committee will carefully con-
sider them. Also, I would add that if you persist in treating this
question as a pure trade union one, and as one of merely formal
unity, thep you, yourself, will contribute greatly toward the cre-,
ation of what you will call “fractional issues.” For you will then:
be laying, the basis for the misrepresentation of all opponents of
the plan according to the amalgam which is now being publicly
created, the amalgam which presents all writers opposed to the
Cain plan as fascists. :

Unity in terms of the Cain plan can only be a mos :
unity. In fact, | predict that if the c«nnrll-lee reco:i::anz”:l‘::
plan, and if the League adopts it, both will have created conditions
for the biggest "disunity,” for the greatest "fractional” fight in the
Ius}ory of modern American writing. For | am confident that Amer-
ican writers as a whole, and in particular the best and the mosé
independent ones. do not want to be herded about by Jim Cain's
"tough muggs" and pie-card artists. o

In conclusion, then, let me formally propose that the
tee rejects this plan in toto. Commﬁ;-

Sincerely yours,
JAMES T. FARRELL. &5
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AFRICA—A ray of light pierces the gloom that has so long
“ surrounded  the eight million natives in South Africa. Emaci-
- ated, wax-like ereatures, with lips framing carious teeth, who
feed on the garbage pails of ships at the quays; little children,
old-looking, who yell all day begging food and clothing; old

“hags who hang around the docks hoping to sell the bony bodies .

they hide under foul cotton dresses worn paper thin at the
seats; Transvaal mine coolies bent almost double from hauling
- ore on their backs; bedraggled dock workers, whose sweat is so
‘much cheaper than the fuel needed to run a locomotive that

- they have to push freight cars up and down tracks at the

docks, and who become so hernia-ridden that they carry their
scrotums in their hands as they waddle along—all these are on

* the march for a better world.

-Beaten down by an exploitation so complete that it has re-
. duced them to horrible caricatures of human beings, filthy, rag-
ged, and diseased; these victims of a brutal economy, are now
moving into action to improve their conditions.
_Indians are conducting passive resistance, natives are burn-
" ing their degrading “passes” and even a few voices are heard
in the lily white South African Parliament demanding a better
- deal for the natives. )
The stake that the industrial capitalists of South Africa
‘have in the improvement of native conditions is a potent force
in the movement for the betterment of the African people.
Although little discussed, it is the motivation behind the
opportunistic mouthings in Parliament and by certain sections
of the South African press, masquerading under the guise of

*altruistic solicitude for the natives. .

'ROLE OF SOUTH AFRICAN CARITALISTS

- For in the same manner that the northern industrial capi-
talists of the United States had a stake in the Civil War and
the emancipation of Negro slaves, so do the arising industrial-
_ists of South Africa have a stake in the demand for higher
- wages for natives. Such an inerease in wages means greater

urchasing power for the native, which would alleviate the re-

urrent.glutting of the consumer goods market in South Africa.

- The Africans’ lack of purchasing power stems from the
deplorably low wages paid by the mining and agrarian capital-

- 1ists, many of whom sit far away in England clipping their

_coupons. This situation places the industrial capitalists in com-
/petition with the mining and agrarian capitalists, and the farm-
wers’ fight for power takes the form of backing up the demands

~ for bettering of native conditions. The industrialists are now
- seeking political power commensurate with their growing eco-

nomic power and they therefore advocate broader franchise
“and more native representation. .

They have advocated abolition of the “pass laws” since these
iniquitous devices are the clever mechanisms of the mining and
agrarian groups for controlling native labor by restricting it

- tomining and agrarian areas and denying a free labor market
_ for the industrial capitalists to exploit.

- All over the Union of South Africa the words on the lips of
“every exploiting European are, “the bloody natives won’t work

~ anymore.” And that is precisely the situation. The natives

~haye nothing to lose except restriction of movement under con-

stant surveilance, little or no food, and ragged clothing. Work
'stoppages have become common, goods pile up in the sheds at

the docks and ships glut the harbors.
~ The native has changed from sn individual living a primi-
tivg communal life to a dejected victim of. capitalist exploita-

' d hY

(We publish here a first-hand report written exclusively for
LABOR ACTION by a friend who has just returned from South
Africa. This vivid account of the terrible social conditions under
which the people of that country live is additional evidence of
the world-wide decline of the capitalist system. In line with our
policy of presenting information unobtainable elsewhere, as well

as socialist analyses, on international events, we are pleased to
print this contribution.—Ed.)
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tion. He first began to feel the effects of change when the Cape
became the stopping off place for the ships of the East India
Trading Co. on their way to India. In the 19th century the
Boers, who were-descendents of Duteh and French Huguenots,
began to set up large scale farm enterprises, driving the Afri-
can deeper into the interior. About the time this seizure of the
best lands was complete, gold and diamonds were discovered
and the English stopped over at the Cape longer than the usual
few days needed to restock ships with provisions. They stopped
long enough to wage and win the bloody Boer war and to es-
tablish British eontrol of South Africa,

THE ENSLAVEMENT OF THE NATIVES

The natives were herded into reserves so that they could
never compete for the better lands with the Boer farmers. But
this state of affairs was short-lived as British capitalists ex-
ported capital to Africa to produce super profits. South Africa
then began a period of industrial expansion. People were driven
off the land and compelled to seek work in the towns.

To facilitate this process and to obtain docile labor, nu-
merous tax levies. were imposed. They were imposed on the
native in the full knowledge that he would be forced to leave
the land and seek work in the cities. The “pass law” came
next. Under this act a native cannot leave one place of employ-
ment unless‘his employer (a European) signs his “‘pass.” To
chain him to the land the employer merely withholds his sig-
nature. A native caught without a “pass” is arrested, consid-
ered surplus labor and shipped to some area where labor supply
is inadequate. ” ' ' :

These reserves have become mere breeding grounds for la-
bor for mine, industry, and field. In the towns native industrial
labor is herded into dirty, vermin-infested compounds that are
a menace to public health. Since some natives attained some
skill and were used to undercut the wages of European skilled
workers, color bar legislation was enacted and a rigid color line
drawn in the white unions.

With the use of machinery there has been a gradual in-
crease in consumer goods in excess of the home market. South
Africa could find no sizegble foreign market for this surplus.

America’s leap to economic domination with loans ready for
those with hat in hand, has attracted many South African
capitalists. But despite the prospect of developing trade with
the United States, the need for expansion of purchasing power
to include the eight million impoverished natives remains.

No less important to the picture is the.influx of white en-
trepreneurs, skilled workers, engineers, advertising men; ete.,
sent by Britain and America as they compete for the South
African market. These new arrivals threaten to depose a large
section of the Indian population, which was given carte blanche
by Britain to operate all small business as outlets for British

On the Group Recently Expelled from the Communist Party:

Ex-CPers Indict Their Party as Anti-Socialist
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goods, particularly since the native was used for cheap heavy
labor, and the Europeans for skilled and administrative work.

In the competition with America, Britain must replace her
Indians with white men too, because the racial feeling prev-
alent in South Africa will be exploited for all it is worth by
the prejudice-bearing Americays to the detriment of British
interests. !

The Indians own all the business sites and live in the same
or adjacent areas. In order to make room for the invading
horde of Americans and Europeans, laws have been passed bar-
ring Indians from owning property in the very sections where
they already own it. If enforced the laws can only result in
bankrupting the Indians.

To gain popular support for this wholesale dislodgement, -

opprobrium is heaped upon the'Indian. He suddenly has become
“dirty,” “smelling like garlic,” a “heathen,” “burns incense and
howls all night” and “they will become our rulers unless we
drive them out.” '

The passive resistance movement of the organized Indians
has focused attention on the condition of all Africans including
the unorganized native. Asiatic and African exploitation has
reached a bursting point. So explosive was the Indian question,
that in the face of thousands who chose jail rather than fines
for their offences of ‘sitting down” in the newly white areas,
not a single Indian politician dared to accept the government’s
iwo $5000 posts set up in a commission empowered to effect the
gradual expulsion of the Indians. '

THE AFRICANS “MAKE STRIKE” ON THE CAPE
Everywhere the Africans band together to “make strike”

. and refuse to work unless they are guaranteed wage increases

that are conditioned upon six months service, but which are
circumvented by employers who fire them at the expiration of
that period and hire new labor.

So effective were these work stoppages that Port Elizabeth
on the Cape became weighted with a backlog of unmoved cargo
and American ships spent eight days in the harbor awaiting
a berth in this port that used to be an overnight stop. Pro-
posals for using a more northernly port for discharging Amer-
ican goods were met with extension of the work stoppages.
Africans have been holding ceremonious rituals dedicated to
public burning of their “passes” in defiance of the laws.

Any formula to settle the unrest that is brought forward by
the capitalist groups, any order they try to create,will be the
old order, full of unpalatable, unendurable conditions and the
African and Indian people will continue to struggle for full
equality. The gapitalists are unable to provide full em ployment
at home. i

The need for increasing the purchasing power of the impov-
erished native conflicts with the need for buying his labor power
at the cheapest possible rate. '

The revolt of the Africans and the Indians, to be successful,
must receive the support of the white European proletariat in

- South Africa. Beguiled by the ideology of white supremaey and

enjoying some of the benefits of native exploitation in the form

of better jobs, the European worker has thus far assisted in the

oppression of the native.

Only if the British and American labor movements take,a
vigorous sthnd in favor of equality for all peoples in South
Africa, will there be sufficient education of the European pro-
letariat in-South Africa to permit the entire working class of
that country to go forward to a free and better social order.

]
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- Beveral weeks ago, we published
eports of the expulsions of members
£ the Communist (Stalinist) Party
egause they would not accept the
new line” of the Foster-Dennis
eadership which has replaced Brow-
ex. Among the expelled were such”
old-timers as William F. Dunne and
Verne Smith; a group in the Bronx;
and two intellectuals, Ruth MeKen-
ey and Bruce Minton. The expelled
‘were charged with organizing a
“factional struggle” against the “po-
tical line” of the party and advocat-
Jing  ‘“ultra-leftist” views. As out-
lined in the statement of the Na-
tional Committee of the CP, these
_views denied the possibilities of es-
tablishing peace under capitalism
and. asserted that imperialist war
‘was inevitable so long as capitalism
existed. The expelled had also as-
serted that the struggle for socialism
must be. the main aim of the party
and denounced the deals which the
CP made with the Democratic Party.
~ We have at hand several copies of
_a bulletin called “NCP Report,” is-
sued by the New Committee for Pub-
lications. The people associated with
his bulletin are evidently among
hose who. were expelled during the
purge” of recent weeks. Whether
they include Dunne, McKenney or
‘Minton we do not know. The bulletin
is an interesting exhibit of what
. happens to people who join the Stal-
~inist Party in the belief that they
are entering a revolutionary social-
‘ist organization devoted to the inter-
ests of the working class. For the
bulletin not only reveals the anti-
working class degeneration of Stal-
‘inism; it also discloses that those
who have broken with the party have
themselves been deeply scarred with
Stalinist ideology to the point where
‘their- program and struggle is, in
eality, as anti-socialist as it is ludi-
crous. The fundamental aim of NCP
Report, for example, is “to do what
“we can to help bring about: socialism
in the whole world, and hence, (a) to
support socialism in that country
where it is already established (Rus-
sia), and. (b), to work to bring about
socialism in the U. S....”
. They are against the CP in the
United States because it is “anti-
‘Marxist,” distorts the teachings of
Stalin, and has become an anti-so-
cialist organization. The NCP group
wants to build a “Mare-Engels-Len-
in-Stalinist Party in the United
- States.” In answer to-a question:

in the leadership of the Communist
Party USA and shake the unity of
- CPUSA?” they answer:

‘want to do. We wish to undermine
“confidence ii the leadership of

CPUSA because this leadership is
. politically: rotten. We-wish to ‘shake’

»

e

“Will you not undermine confidence -

“Yes—that is exactly what wel

the ‘unity” of CPUSA, because facts
have already fully demonstrated—
for all who wish to see—that this
‘unity’ is based on support of capital-
Asm and refusal to fight capitalism.”
(Emphasis in the original)

CONFUSION ABOUNDS

It should be clear to the naked eye,
that this group is not a Browder
group, protesting the fate of the
erstwhile leader of the Amerjcan
Stalinists. On the contrary. Evident-
ly they had hoped that the ousting
of Browder and his replacement by
Foster and Dennis would result in a
complete reversal of the pro-impe-
rialist, -pro-war policies which the
party pursued during the military

. alliance between the U. S. and Stal-

in’s Russia. Now, these terribly con-
fused people find that Foster pur-
sues fundamentally the identical line
which Browder reputedly originated.

But it is obvious that these for-
mer members of the CP do not begin
to understand what happened in
their party and how the Communist
Parties of the world are nothing else

but the agents of Russian foreign
policy. Browder was dumped because
he sold himself a bill of goods about
the future peace and prospective re-
lations- between the United States
and Russia. Browder misunderstood
Russian strategy and took it for real
coin. Thus he got far out on the
limb, and when the post-war period
demonstrated how untenable was the
Browder line, he could no longer be
retained as the head of the' party.
From now on, even though the Amer-
ican party might still pursue a class
collaborationist policy, might still
support the Democratic Party, and
still, in the minds of gullible rank
and filers, postpone the fight for. so-
cialism, a struggle they never even
intended to pursue, they carry out
‘this “Browder (read: Stalin) line”
only with a cover of “militancy,” ex-
ploiting the best sentiments of the
worker. Other than that there is no

‘real differences between the ' two
leaderships: they are both composed.

of handpicked leaders, chosen in the
Kremlin, whose main purpose is to
carry out such a policy at home as

will redound to- the -henefit to the
Russians in their struggle for world
power. Browder mow: complements,
from the outside, Foster’s leadership
inside the party. .

A blind spot of the NCP is its sin-
cere belief that the American Stalin-
ist Party lives an independent ex-
istence, and that whatever policies it
pursues are of its own making. Mis-
guided people: every important step
taken by the Stalinist in this coun-

try is decided abroad. If Browder,

subverted the socialist program;
‘Foster has done the same (according
to their own charge). Browder is
deposed, but unlike formerly deposed
opponents of Stalinism, he is invited

to Russia, feted there, made a rep-

resentative of book publishers, and
uses his position to carry on pro-
Stalinist propaganda outside of the
CP.

In a sense, therefore, Browder can
be even more useful than Foster and
Dennis. NCP has to explain why
Browder, whom they consider the
originator of the Foster line, was not
pilloried by Stalin. And if they think
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about it at all they will discover that
what. is wrong with the Communist
Party originates not on the 9th floor
of East 12th Street in New York
City, but in, Moscow.

“TEACHINGS OF STALIN”
To bear out their contention that

the American Stalinist Party is anti-

socialist and pro-capitalist, the NCP
group cites a series of unrelated
facts which purport to prove the re-
visionist nature of the politics and
practices of native Stalinism. While
the recitation of the indictment co-
incides in a confused way and to a
small degree with revolutionary so-
cialist criticism-of Stalinism, as a
whole it‘eflects the utter confusion
of the NCP. This group is obviously
groping in the dark. And it will con-
tinue to grope hopelessly so long as
it retains the illusion that Russia is
a socialist state, Stalin is the leader
of world socialism, the Communist
Parties of the world are revolution-
ary socialist parties, but the Ameri-

.can Stalinist Party is an aberra-

tion, totally different in principle
and practice from the movement to
which it is affiliated.

One example will suffice to show

. how completely disoriented this

group is: Their -most damning
charge against the Foster-Dennis
leadership of the Communist Party
is that it has falsified the teachings
of Stalin in order to give theoretical
Justification for their “pro-capitalist
policies!” Thus, the group reflects a
really curious specimen. It has bro-
ken from a Stalinist Party in order
to fight for a “real Stalinist Party.”

In doing this it has brought to
light several interesting aspeets of
CP policy and conduct which we will
relate in another article next week.
We shall also trace the evolution of
such a group as this and what it sig-
nifies for the revolutionary socialist
movement.
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Can They Afford 11+?

Memo to all administrators of New
York’s Welfare Department from the
Division of Services:

“Re: Luncheon Allowanee for Moth-
ers’ Aides.

“Effective December 1st, 1946,
when a mother’s aide is assigned to
a family receiving public assistance,
the food allowance for the family
shall be increased to include the
meals which the mother’s aide will
take in the home with the family.

The adjusted amounts for these meals

Series of Four: $1.50 are:
) 15 cents for breakfast
ALL LECTURES AT 114 WEST 14TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 20 cents. for l;in_ch
— — 25 cents for dinner.”
N ' s

| Overflow Crowd at

il

Farrell LA Lecture

By MARY BELL

NEW YORK, Dee. 1—An overflow
crowd of 200 people came to hear
James T. Farrell, the prominent
novelist and critie, discuss Tolstoy’s
“War and Peace,” in the third of a
series of Sunday evening forums
held by the Labor  Action School.
Farrell began his lecture by pointing
to the increase of interest in “War
and Peace” during the Second World
War, indicating why this great
writer of the nineteenth century has
contemporary appeal. Mar}y were
turned away from the hall.

Later, in analyzing this interest,
Farrell stated, “I think it is because
we are now on the other side of
progress. from which Tolstoy began.
We on the other
side of progress
in America, the
closest'approach
to paradise that
capitalism will
ever create on
earth, feel the
significance of
public affairs af-
fecting our des-
tiny. I think that is one of the rea-
sons Tolstoy makes us feel he is such
a contemporary of ours. ‘War and
Peace’ in the development of Tolstoy
is the central work in that it is Tol-
stoy’s first coming to terms with the
Russian past and his own past and
his feelings about his class and coun-
try. . ... It is the beginning of his
chain of evolution. . . . It is a great
beginning, not the isolated master-
piece many crities think it is.”

Since Tolstoy’s most renowned
work is firmly imbedded in the so-
ciety of his time, a “war panorama
of the Czarist feudal nobility,” as
Farrell called it, it lends itself par-
ticularly well to Farrell’s materialist
criticism. Farrell. compared the
breadth of Tolstoy’s interests and
the problems he posed in “War and
Peace” with those posed by Marx
and Engels: freedom versus neces-
sity, the class nature of art, class
misery, war and peace. T8lstoy be-
lieved that the history of any period
is the history of the swarm of hu-
manity, but he concluded that his-
tory was senseless and that war was
the most: senseless of all its aspeets,
whereas Marx uncovered the laws of
history. '

While Tolstoy in his characteriza-
tions of Napoleon and Kutuzoff, the
Russian general, seems to favor feu-
dal as against bourgeois society,
Farrell contended that Tolstoy really
attacked both in the name of the
peasants, who had his great sym-
pathy. He cited Lenin’s appraisal of
Tolstoy’s later novel, “Anna Karen-
ina,” that Tolstoy had both a pro-
gressive and a reactionary side, and
that he was a literary harbinger of
the peasant revolution in Russia.

Farrell traced-Tolstoy’s evolution
from the time “War and Peace” was
written in the 1870’s, when Tolstoy
was only forty, happy, secure and.
recognized as a genius by contempo-
rary giants of literature. His future
would seem easy, happy and produc-
tive. But “War and Peace,” written

before the emancipation of the serfs

in Russia, was the beginning of a
change. “Anna Karenina,” written
after the emancipation which did not
accomplish all that was expected and
during the hothouse development of
Russian capitalism, continues the
themes of the first novel on a somber

level. In “My Confessions,” the next
work, Tolstoy develops his theory
that life is stupid unless we are in-
toxicated, and the only intoxication
is love. He tries to achieve the love
of all humanity.

Tolstoy also attacked the theory
that great men make history, but
threw out all the elements of causa-
tion. Farrell stated that Tolstoy be-
lieved that “art should be the serv-
ant of man, and not man the servant
of art.” Farrell also contended that
the failure of Tolstoy as a moralist
testifies to the. failure of Christian-
ity as a viable social ereed.

In response to a question, “Why
did Tolstoy become religious?” Far-
rell pointed out that the period of his
conversion to religion corresponded
with the reactionary period of the
’8(’s in Russia and that he embodied
the “guilt-feeling of his class.”

The numerous questions and the
comments after the meeting indi-
cated the satisfaction of the audi-
ence with the well-rounded discus-
sion of Farrell.

BELGIUM PUTS
GERMAN POW'S
INTO PEONAGE

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Nov. 19—German prisoners
of war working at piecework in Bel-

gian coal mines will be.released and

sent home if during the six months
from November 15 to May 15, 1946,
they produced 80 per cent of the rate
of Belgian miners, the news agency
Belga announced yesterday.

Holding these German prisoners of
war without a trial, without charges,
under forced labor, the Belgian state
led by the veteran Socialist Jeader,
Camille Huysmans, and with many
Socialist and four Communist Party
ministers in the cabinet, has estab-
lished the piecework system of work-
ing for “freedom.”

German war prisoners are organ-
ized into shifts under German fore-
men. If a shift reaches the 80 per
cent standard over the six-month
period, the foreman is also to be re-
leased. And as a generous (!) ges-
ture, for every foreman or miner set

_ free, the Socialist-Stalinist govern-

S

ment will release three other prison-
ers chosen by the prison camp com-
mander and the mines staff.,

The evils of this situation lie in
that a Socialist-Stalinist régime can
putl helpless German workers in uni-
form into virtual peonage, under
piecework, and in coal mining, about
which many know nothing, '

A climax of Socialist-Stalinist vi-
ciousness toward German workers in
uniform who are prisoners is: Bel-
gian miners continue to desert the
pits.

Coal mining in Belgium
hard. It is health-killing. Pay is low.
Housing is poor. The government has
done virtually nothing to improve
mining conditions. So many Belgian
miners have quit the pits that Bel-
gium has imported miners from Italy
at a rate of about a thousand a week
and hopes to import displaced per-
sons from the Baltic states who fear
to return to the East. These miners
work under terrible conditions, at low
pay, are forbidden to strike or to
organize and must spend their wages
in company stores.

A SOCIALIST XMAS GIFT!
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We Suggest-

LIVING THOUGHTS OF KARL MARX, by
Leon: Trotsky ..... casrmseaszasiias I S an pren $1.50

COLLECTED WORKS OF LENIN, Vol. XIX,

containing writings on the National Question

PARTISAN READER. (A ten-year anthology

of Partisan Review) ... RIS —

Send us the addresses to which you want your gifts

mailed, together with remittance.

We shall announce your gift on a special Christmas

Card, pay all postage and send a receipt to you.
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Write to Box 221 for information,

BALTIMORE

Headquartera: 21 W. Preston St

Meetings of the Socialist Youth
League are held every Friday at 8
p.m. Public forums are held the sec-
ond Friday of each month.

The next forum will be held on Fri-
day, December 13,

LABOR ACTION and The New In-

ternational are on sale at: the corner

‘of Fayette and Calvert Streets.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION 1501 W’ Madiason,
2nd floor, Chicago 7.

Teélephone—CHEsapeake 5798

Office hours: 3-5:3¢ p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sundays. Tuesday and Wem\es-
day evenings.

On every Sunday ecvening at 7:30
o'clock, discussion classes of Malx:st
classics for next four weeks.

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every '1‘hurstla:.r at
8:00 p.m. in Carnegie Hall; 1220 Huron

Road.

The Cloveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Tues-
day—definite headguarters not yet es-
tablished.

Youth socials are held every Friday
or Saturday night.

Buy LABOR ACTION and the New
lnlernnlionnl in Cleveland at Wheat-
man's store, 719 Prospect Ave., down-
town.

For further information write Ber-
nard Douglas, P. O, Box 1190, Sta. B,
Cleveland, Ohio.

DETROIT
Headquarters, 3773 Gratiot (at Mt
Eiliott).

LOS ANGELES

Haedquarters at 3161 W. Pico near
Olive. Telephone RIchmond 7-3230.
! Office hours: 12 to 3 p.n. daily, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday and Friday.

LOUISVILLE

New International on sale at Eilers

Bookshop, between Liberty and Jef-
ferson on 3rd.
For other information regarding

LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party —
Durant, Box 1181, Louisvi

NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 3 p. m.;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

Newark newsstands:

91 Barclay St.
. 168 Belmont Ave.

Stand, Market and Mulherry, north-
east corner,

Forum, December
GATES, editorial board LABOR AC-
TION, on “THE MEANING OF THE
ELECTIO‘\H“- i

NEW YORK CITY

It's completely new except the ad-

dress. New York Lodal of the Worl-
ers Party invites all its friends to
vigit the newly renovated, redeco-
rated beautiful City Center at 114
‘West 14th Street, third floor. All
Workers Party’ literature, Marxist
books, LABOR ACTION and Thé New
International are available there.
" CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
am. to 10:30 p.m.
until 6 p.m.

Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open
Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City. y

BRONX BRANCH: every
Thursday at 8:15 pm. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM' BRANCH Meets every

le, Ky.

Meets

rite Robert

6 — ALBERT'

except Saturday

Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers

Party Headguarters, 2143 Séventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106.

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 pm. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th 5t
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thurqday, 8:15 p:m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St., third floor.

BROOKLYN BOROUGH  HALL
BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
8:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
qua,rLels. 2?ﬁ F‘ulton St., second floor.

BRODKLYN BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wedneaday at 8:15 pm. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near Pit-
kin . Ave.).

SOCTALIST YOUTH LEAGURE: Meets
every TFriday at 8:15 pm. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St,, second floor. )

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
18T YOUTH LEAGUE and LABUOR
ACTION SCHOOL in New York City
please write or visit the Workers
Party City Center at 114 West 14th
St., third floor, or phone CHelsea
2-9681.

READING

LABOR ACTION and The New In-
ternational are sold at newuatnnﬂ at
mm. and- l’enn Streetl. southwest
corner.

For information regarding the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dress: P. O, Box 1671

Regular L.'mss on the “Role of the
Party in the Fight for Socialism’ ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

. HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (idrd door).

WP Branch meets Tuesday eve-
nings at 8.

Socialist Youth League meets FIl-
day at 8:00 p.m.
cents.

Coming events al Labor Action
Hall, 193% W. Girard Ave.:

Dee. 13, Symposium—~Palestine Issue, .

wW. . Bpeaker Albert Gates.
Dee, 14, Dance in conjunction with
S.Y.L.

LABOR ACTION on sale at follow-
ing newsstands:

N. E. cor. 11th and Walnut Sts.
N.-W. cor. 13th and Market Sts.

N. E. cor. Brodd and Arch Sta.

N. E. cor. 15th and Market Sts.

S. E. cor. 19th and Market Sts.

N. E. cor. 16th and Seybert Sts.

8. W. cor. Kensington and Alleghe-
ny Aves.

WNr, N. E. cor. Broad St. and Girard
Ave,

NEW INTERNATIONAL on sale at
following newsstands:

N. E. cor. 11th and Walnut Sts.
N. W. cor. 13th and Market Sts.
N. E. cor. Broad and Arch Sts.

. N I8, co:'_. 16th and Market St_s.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San TFraneigsco Bay Area 'Branch
headguarters at 466 Tenth St. (corner
Tenth and Broadway), Room 206,
Oakland. Forums on curlent prob-
lems every other Sunday at 8:15 p.m.
The next will be Décember 1.

LABOR ACTION and New Interna-
tlorial may be purchased at 2059 Fill-
more St., San Francisco; Golden Gate
News Agency, 81 3rd St.; McDonald's
Bookstore, 867 Mission St.

In Berkeley: Whelens, Bancroft and
Telegrjagh.

SEATTLE

TFFor information write to 1. 0. Box
143, University DPost Office, Seattle,
Wash.

°
IFor information of Workers Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1,
N. Y.

A Statement of Position

Socialist Policy in Trieste

In an article on the situation in Trieste published
in the November 11 issue of LABOR ACTION, we in-

- cluded a statement of position on socialist policy in

Trieste. We have heard comment that this important
statement of policy was given insufficient attention by
being incorporated info the body of a general article.
We are therefore publishing below excerpts from an
editorial on the.same question that appears in the De-
cember issue of The New International that is now off
the press.
L ]

Trieste combines two features which have made it
a coveted spot in Central European politics for nearly
a century. The first feature is that it possesses an excel-
lent harbor and developed port facilities. This, by itself,
does not dlstmgmsh it from a score of other Mediter-
ranean port cities. It is only in combination with the
second feature that its harbor gives Trieste an excep-
tional status. The second feature is its strategic loca-
tion on the finger-tips of the long arm of the Adriatic
which reaches up into the southern region of Central
Europe. These combined features make Trieste the nat-
ural outlet to world commerce for an important section
of Southern and Central Europe, especially Austria,
Hungary and Yugoslavia. This important fact was dis-
covered over a century ago by the land-locked Austro-
Hungarian Empire when its capitalist development
made it acutely aware of the need for an outlet to the
sea and a naval base for a Mediterranean fleet. The
development of Trieste into a world port dates from
this period.

Were the issue of Trieste confined to whether it
should provide Yugoslavia as a direct outlet or whether
Italy should hold it as a key to the European hinter-
land served by the port, it would not transcend'in im-
portance the place it occupied at the close of World
War I when an Italian coup settled its fate. Its trans-
cendent importance today arises from the fact that it is
the natural spot for the Russian world to cpen a new
“win!iow to the sea.” Trieste has a tremendous economiec
and naval importance to the Russian world. In a sense
it takes the place of the old Czarist dream of Constan-
tinople. That Russian ambitions should center on the
Adriatic rather than on the Dardenelles is by itself a
measurement of Russia’s changed status as a world
power today as compared to the pre-World War I
period.

., THE ANTI-RUSSIAN STRATEGY

Like Constantinople, Trieste has’only a negative—
that is, an anti-Russian—importance to the Western
powers. The importance of keeping the decadent Otto-
man Empire astride the Dardenelles lay in holding
Russia bottled up in the Black Sea. The importance of
keeping Trieste out of Russian hands today lies in keep-
ing Russia out of the Adriatic, (The mountainous

« Yugoslavian and Albanian coasts on the Adriatic offer
no good harbors and but poor connections with the in-
terior.) Trieste remains the last possible Russian break-
through to the sea before the changed power relations
set in flux by the war definitely jell..If Anglo-American
imperialism succeeds in keeping Trieste out of Russian
hands, they will have contained Russia in its essentially
land-locked sphere despite its tremendéus territorial
gains. Petsamo on the open Arctic serves Russia little
better than its own Murmansk. Danzig and Stettin are

east of the Danish peninsula and, in effect, leave Russia _

as distant from the Atlantic as its own Lenmgmd The
bloody British excursion into Greece to “restore order”
headed off the Russian push toward Salonika. Com-
pared to other possible outlets, Trieste was not only
more strategically located, but it offered greater pos-
sibilities of a Russian success.

All factors, therefore, seemed to combine to make
Trieste a pivotal question in determining the future of
Southern Europe. Every form of mijlitary threat, po-
litical pressure and diplomatic strategem was brought
to focus upon this spot. Millions of words and tons of
papers were expended in the arguments pro and con—
none of which dealt with what was really at stake. Yet
in the arguments of neither side appeared as much as a
suggestion that perhaps the quarter-million inhabitants
of the city and its immediate environs which compose
the province of Venezia-Giulia, had a voice in deter-
mining what kind of-government they desired te live
under. The inhabitants interested the contending impe-
rialist camps only insofar as they furnished material
for inspired demonstrations in behalf of one side or
the other, demonstrations which invariably ended with

tion must 'make the desires of the population of the
area the starting point. Not the Kremlin nor the State
Department in Washington, but the people of the dis-
puted. territory must decide its fate. The first demand
must therefore be for a plebiscite by which the people
can determine their own future. In this, as in all other
questions, Marxists remain not only consistent demo-
erats but Marxists reveal themselves to be the only
- political tendency capable of a consistently democratic
policy teday.

The demand for a plebiscite, howe\rer, only indicates
who should decide the question. There still remains the
question of how it should be decided. To speak of self-
determination for Poland or Indonesia today is to speak
of independence for these nations. All we demand is
that they be given a chance to decide, for the outcome
is a foregone conclusion. In the case of Trieste, more is
needed. No one can seriously propose statehood for
Venezia-Giulia. Aside from the absence of any historie
or economic basis for such a demand, the mere fact
that not one per cent of its inhabitants could be rallied
behind such a proposal reveals that it is not a serious
political solution. Nor has it standing as a propagan-
dist slogan. In the sphere of propaganda the Marxists
call for a Socialist Italy and a Socialist Yugoslavia in
a Socialist United States of Europe. PR

The proposed solution of a “Free Territory” under
United Nations trusteeship means only one of two
things: either continued Anglo-American military gov-
ernment, regardless of how it is enforced, or a tem-
porary “solution” while each side conducts the struggle
at only slightly reduced tempo aimed at lining up
strength for a final showdown.

FOR ADHERE\ICE TO ITALY

The 1eal choice is, therefore, ‘between adherence to
Yugoslavia or to Italy. Remaining consistent democrats,
the Marxists favor adherence to Italy. Questions of
ethnic majorities are not decisive in this instance. What
is decisive is' that Yugoslavia is a dictatorship that is
rapldly becoming totalitarianized in the complete Rus-
sian pattern, while Italy is a bourgeois democracy,
wretched and unstable, but a bourgeois democracy
nevertheless. In Yugoslavia the new Stalinist hierarchy,
with Tito at its head, rules through its own GPU and
concentration ecamps, while in Italy a free labor move-
ment lives and struggles and undergoes experiences
which, we hope, will produce a mass revolutionary
party adhering to the Fourth International. In Yugo-
slavia even clerical and conservative non-conformists
are silenced, while in Italy even the Trotskyists have a
legal party and press.

The Marxists of both Yugoslavia and Italy, oppon-
ents of both Italian and Yugoslavian chauvinism and
of Russian and .Anglo-American imperialism, - need
make no apologies for such a stand. The workers, of
Trieste are confronted with a choice between slow
poison or.the bullet through the head. Unfortunately,
there is no realistiec third alternative today. It is pos-
sible to resist the slow poison.of bourgeois ‘democracy
and grow strong enough to conquer the poisoners.
But to survive the bullet is another matter. .

" That the national composition of Venezia-Giulia is
allegedly Slavic in its majority does not effect this de-
mand. The democratic right to join their co-nationals
in Yugoslavia is meanihgless when this means placing
t:helr necks in the noose of Tito’s police régime. Slavic
onallty has not saved the thousands of inmates of
.& ’s concentration’‘camps. ‘Thé appeal for adherencé
to Italy proceeds not from national or ethnie consider-
ations but solely from the democratic needs of the work-
ers, regardless of nationality. It offers the possibility
of enjoying the freedom necessary to organize and
struegle.

As with so many other living political questions, the
question of Trieste permits no solution compatible with
participation in political life for those who still cling to
the position that Russia is a workers state, regardless
of how badly degenerated. Proceeding from the latter
concept, it is impossible to favor adherence of Trieste
to Italy instead of the Russian outpost and prototype,
Yugoslavia. We hesitate to demand that the “workers
staters” in the Fourth Internationalist movement break
their silence on Trieste and give us their answer. The
sight of these “Russian experts” prostrate on their
backs as they desperately wrestle with the Polish ques-
tion which we posed to them some months ago pre-
cludes sutch unsportsmanlike conduct on our part. We
therefore modestly &uggest that they may prefer to call
it quits on the Polish question for the time being and
make a stab at the Trieste issue. Do you favor solution

By JULIUS FALK
(Natignal Secretary, S__YI,) A

There is a marked recession in the
“youth consciousness” of the Agmeri-
can people. In daily conversations, in
the press, even in labor organiza-
tions, and strangely enough even on
the campus, we no longet hear the

“student and working class youth”
discussed to any significant degree
as a category with unique problems.

Primarily responsible for this
apathy is the unquestionable im-
provement in the status of young
people today. Whereas 15 years ago
there were 5,000,000 unemployed
youth, today the total number of un-
employed workers is barely half that
figure. Also the wage differential be-
tween young and adult workers has
been pared down considerably.

When a high school grad did get a
Job during the depression he made
10 or 12 dollars a week. Today it is
a commonplace for a 19 or 20-year-
old, in terms of real wages, to get
twice that. The result is that the
young workers who feel that they

2, That despite the “prosperity”
young workers and students are still
living under considerable handicaps.
Segregation in the school system, ra-
cial quotas in sthools and industry,
child labor, inadequate eduecational
and trade facilities are still some of
the chief characteristics of life for
American youth; conseription will
be another problem shortly. '

3. That youth in 'fordign lands
face even greater obstacles, giving
us a telescopiec view of what is in
store for American youth under cap-
italism.

The overall purpose of these ar-
ticles is to reawaken consciousness
of the special needs of young people
and they will be addressed, above all,
to the young readers of LABOR
ACTION so that they may become
acquainted with the program and ac-
tivities of the Socialist Youth
League, Youth Section of the Work-
ers: Party. The readers are encour-
aged to participate in this column
through gquestions and discussion ar-
ticles.

have found a relatively safe and per- - °

manent niche for themselves identify
their problems with those of the
older workers in the shop. ’

In the high schools and colleges it
is pretty much the same story. Stu-
dents are lulled by a sense of secur-
ity. They have jobs, careers and pro-
fessions mapped out for themselves
never doubting that their ambitions

. will be realized. The fact that the

Stalinist American Youth For De-
mocracy with its superficially pro-
gressive -program has been unable
to become a real force on the campus
is indicative not only of the bad poli-
ties of that organization but reflects
also an unhealthy lethargy among
students.

‘PURPOSE OF COLUMN

The purpose of the subsequent
articles in this column will be many
fold: 1. To show that whatever val-
idity there is to this sense of secur-
ity, it is only a temporary phenome-
non. That the depression is inevit-
able and that the first and hardest
hit category will be the youth.

AVC Appoints
Delegation to
Call for Amnesty

The National Planning Commitice
of the American Veterans Committee
has voted to appoint a delegation to
call on Attorney General Tom Clark
urging amnesty for jailed conscien-
tious objectors, The AVC had gone
on record at its Des Moines conven-
tion last summer in favor of release
of all objectors from federal custody.

In deciding upon appointment of-
the delegation, the National Planning
Committee pointed out.that AVC “has

consistently supported civil liberties, -

among which are those of religion
snd conscience” and expressed “sup-
port of full amnesty for conscientious
objectors who have been convicted of
violations <of the Selective Service
Act.”

rd

Notice to New York City. Readers of

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL
THE NEW INTERNATIONAL is now on sale on all leading
newsstands in Manhattan and the Bronx. You may purchas2
your December issue from your favorite stand.

b
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LABOR ACTION CHRISTMAS FUND:

iem— 8Y HENRY JUDD ~=d

This week begins the $5,000 ‘Christmas Fund Drive for the purpose of
sustaining the eight-page LABOR ACTION. We know that our readers will
respond generouly to this appeal on our part. We hope that all the agents
and salesmen of LABOR ACTION will participate actively in this campaign.
Let us hear from you on your work and successes in the drive to stabilize

the eight-page LABOR ACTION.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS: '
In this week's issue, you will find some excellent offers by LABOR ACTION

riots and bloody heads.

A revolutionary Marxist policy applied to this ques-

of the Trieste dispute by plebiscite? If so, how should

the workers of Trieste vote?

Is K Millions
Or Billions?

Dear Editor:

Wouldn't you please make-up your
mind whether you want a $250,000,-
000 five-year building program, or a
$250,000,000,000 such program?
Sometimes you say one and some-
times another. If this is a typo-
graphical error, then certainly your
techni¢al help should be cautloned
about it.

Yours in friendly spirit,
M. RADOR.

(It's $250 billion. The smaller fig-
ure is a typographical error.—Ed.)

Corrects Error
in Rubber Article

Dear Editor:

The article in the November 18 is-
sue of your paper, about the. de-
mands of the Rubber Workers as for-
mulated in their recent Wage-Policy
meeting, was enlightening in most
respects. However, there was one
glaring misrepresentation which I,
as a worker at Goodrich, recognized
immediately. It was the sentence
which mentions that during the Gen-
eral Tire & Rubber Co. strike tires
were allegedly turned out at Good-
rich bearing the General label. The
“allegedly” that your reporter used
was no excuse for even mentioning
such a rumor. Let me emphasize the
fact that if suchesa maneuver had
been attempted not a single tire
would have left the plant completed.
Thé other workers wouldn’t stand
for such a thing.

It might be true that General Tire
& Rubber stores and dealers were
kept supplied by the other large com-
panies. But oertamly no tires were
turned out of the large factories dur-
ing the General str:ke bearing a Gen-
eral’label.

In fact a friend of mine whose
tire blew out on a trip went into a
General Tire & Rubber Co. dealer
and was given a Goodyear tire. This,
of course, would have the same ef-
fect almost as turning out tires bear-
ing the labels of a company on strike.
But just ask someone who works ia
the tire room at Gogdrich if such a
thing happened and they’ll tell you

.they wouldn’t let a mold into the fac-

tory designed to put out tires for a
striking plant.

Yours sincerely,
GOODRICH WORKER.

Letter to Akron
Beacon Journal

. Below we print excerpts from a

letter to the Akron Beacon Journal.

There is no sign of the Beacon Jour-
nal printing the letter.

Editor Beacon Journal:

The Beacon Journal is fulfilling
its responsibility as an organ of the
“free press” of the capitalist class by
smearing anti-labor editorials, car-
toons and fake letters to the editor
all over the editorial page in rela-
tion to the current battle between
the United Mine Workers and the
government. '

Wednesday’s editorial decries the
(1) “thinking processes” of the La-
bor Movement in supporting Lewis

and the Mine Workers (hardly sur-
prising) (2) the endorsement of the
Akron CIO Council, (3) lack of re-
alization that this injunction is dif-
ferent from other union-smashing
injunctions bkcause it was issued by
“the government of the TUnited
States—representing the great ma-
jority of the people,” (4) failure of
Lewis and the UMW to use the
“peaceful, honorable means by which
their requestsgcould have been con-
sidered,” (5) lack of democracy in
the United Mine Workers, and (6)
the harm that may be visited upon
organized labor “here in Akron, as
in other cities” as a result of' the
action of Lewis and the Mine Work-
ers,

In relation to points one and two
it is advisable to-state what the Bea-
con Journal and all the paid reac-
tionaries already know, namely that
the Labor Movement does not sup-
port John L. Lewis as such. It sup-
ports the United Mine Workers and
it supports them irrespective of who
leads them in their fight against the
latest union busting drive. of the
United States government....

Point three is so ridiculous that
few union men can be dependéd upon
to misunderstand it. This injunetion,
the Beacon Journal says, is different
from other injunctions. Why? Is it
because instead of the industrialists
securing it through a local judge
whom they have installed in office
for that purpose, their paid repre-
sentatives who comprise the federal
government have secured it through
a federal judge who has been in-
stalled in office for that same pur-
pose? Is that the reason? Do these
men represent the great ma]orlty

of the people as the Beacon Journal
says? Preposterous....

Point 4. Just what would be hon-
orable about handing over the right
and duty of the Labor Movement to
represent itself against Big Business
to governmental bodies composed of
Pendergast thugs, Hague and Kelly
strong-arm men; Southern labor hat-
ers? . .. The Labor Movement was
not built by “impartial” and “honor-
able” governmental committees. It
was built over a period of a hundred
and fifty years and built from the
blood of thousands of workers
slaughtered by the industrialists in
their attempt to prevent unioniza-
tion. Now we are to hand ‘over the
decisions of the Labor Movement to
“Honorable” committees composed of
the paid stooges of these same in-
dustrialists. Doesn’t that make good
sense? ... Then when you finally es-
tablish the Union Movement these
same tycoons invite, or rather de-
mand and legislate that you submit

your fight to their “impartial” and:

“honorable” committees and fact
finding panels who will decide the
issues in a respectable manner.

Point 5. Granted, democracy in the
UMW is restricted as it is in many
other unions. We deplore that. We
fight against that in every union
where it exists. That is the fight of
the rank-and-file against the labor
bureaueracy. But it would not he an
exaggeration to say that there is
more democracy in the men’s room
at a UMW meeting than there is in
all ‘the capitalist courts and “re-
spectable” labor-smashing commit-
tees of the capitalist government,

Point 6, Lastly the Beacon Journal '

fears for the harm that may acerue
to all unionists ineluding Akronites
as a result of the UMW fight. This
government we have been discussing
has been preparing for a long time
a real drive to smash the Labor
Movement to its knees. They speak
of anti-labor legislation with moist
jowls. They pour money into the
coffers of fascists like Gerald L. K.
Smith to build American storm
troops to assist in the job. It is ex-

ceedingly fortunate that the first -
blow should come against the Mine

Workers who have demonstrated on
more than one oceasion that they
know how to fight for themselves and
for the rest of the Labor Movement.

GEORGE WHITNEY,
Organizer
Akron Branch Workers Party

LABOR
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Now
Only
$2.00!

Order from
LABOR ACTION
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and the Labor Action Book Service, for Christmas and New Year's gifis to
your friends (or yourself, if you insist). We urge our agents to look over these
offers and fo take advantage of them, at the same time spreading the good
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“Tool Owners Union’’

is Latest Thing

In Well-Financed Anti-Labor Devices

By CHRIS SIKOKIS

Under the deceptive title of Tool
Owners Union, a new anti-labor
group is being sponsored by the capi-
talists of this country. A careful read-
ing of the material it has published

reveals that it has been set up by ex-

peris in the field of anti-labor propa-
ganda. The material indicates that
American capitalism is using a new
approach in its efforts to get the sup-
port of the middle class.

The president of the organization
is Allen W. Rucker, who is also pres-
ident of the Eddy - Rucker - Nichols
Company in Cambridge, Mass. This
is a counseling company — manage-
ment, sales and advertising counsel-
ing. Rucker’s connection makes him

_a good front man, for he can pose as

a typical middle class business man
and not a big industrial tycoon. Nor
is he exactly a newcomer in reaction-
ary politics. He has written an anti-
labor book called Labor’s Road to
Plenty. Rucker’s anti-labor sentiments
are therefore well enough established
for him to lead this organization.

ANTI-LABOR FIGURES

Surrounding Rucker in  the Tool
Owners Union are some better known
anti-laborites. Among them is Raoul
E. Desvernine, one of the leading fig-
ures in the notoriously reactionary
and now defunct Liberty League. An-
other leading figure in the new set-up
is-Alfred P. Haake, whose name was
connected with the Citizens USA
Committee, This committee collabo-
rate.l with the fascist, Lawrence Den-
nis, and the notorious Gerald L. K.
Smith. Even after its link with Dennis
and Smith was exposed, Haake still
appeared publicly for the committee
and spoke under its auspices.

He has also been associated for
many years with the National Asso-
ciation of Manufacturers in its prop-
aganda section which is known as the
National Information Committee.
Last year he was Midwest regional di-
rector of Spiritual Mobilization, a fas-
cist outfit which has as one of its
more prominent leaders the well-

Jknown labor-baiter’ and anti-Semite,

Upton Close. Another leader of the
Tool Owners Union is George K.
Zipt, author of the anti-labor book,
National Unity and Disunity.

The motivation for calling ‘the new
organization The Tool Owners Union
is: explained in a pamphlet written
by President Rucker entitled, “Plat-
form . for Prosperity.” He pomts out
that for over a thousand years, the
territory now known as the United
States was only able to support less

" “than half a million Indians in primi-

tive poverty. The reasons why the
United States can now support such
a huse population, according to the
author, is that it now has “production
tools averaging '46 primary horse-
power per worker, whereas the In-
dian had no tools except the- forked
stiek.” And who are the owners of
these modern tools? Rucker says
that they are the small business and
professional mep, holders of life in-
surance po!icies retired workers with
pensions or savings, and women de-
pendent on annuities and insurance.

The capitalist press has acclaimed
the Tool Owners Union. The Satur-
day Evenmg Post ran an editorial
calling it a “middle class movement
for the millions, with millions of
votes.” It called, the TOU’s platform
“simplicity itself,” saying that it
makes ‘political sense.” That the
TOU has a lot of money behind it.
there is no doubt. It has run full page
advertisements during the past few
months in newspapers in New York,
Cleveland, Chicago, Boston, Philadel-
phia and Baltimore. This past week it
ran full page advertisements in many

" large newspapers againgt the strike

of the coal miners. Campaigns of this
type run into hundreds of thousands
of dollars. Rucker does not reveal to
the press or his own membership who
supplies the real money!

The TOU believes that the Wagner
Act should be amended, but it is very
careful not to say how it should be
amended, fearing to show its anti-
labor bias too soon. It says very clev-
erly that it wants everybody's bar-
gaining rights' protected. By this it
means that it is against the closed
shop and that it is for “agreements”
between the boss and the individual

workers. Its leaders'are against mini-
|

Landlords Plot Rent Raise
Under Cover of Coal Crisis

Due to the sudden influx‘of red-
hot news about the coal strike, we
have had to eliminate at the last

. minute material about the rent situ-

ation, However, despite the apparent
lull in developments with regards to
the 10 per cent raise in rents which
is' being considered' by the OPA, a
sharp eye should be kept on Wash-
ington for news on this burning mat-
ter.

It seems likely that the proposed
rent increase will be postponed until
the coal erisis has been ended, for
the Truman administration fears the
irritating effect on America’s work-
ers of both an open injunction-
wielding strike-breaking attack on

the miners and a direet cut in the

payroll of the people by a rent in-
crease. It may be expected therefore
that the rent increase will be smug-
gled in after the coal strike is over,
when — Washington bureaucrats
hope—the vigilance of the workers
will temporarily relax.

In the meantime, landlords have
started a counter-offensive in many
parts of the country. Aside from the
usual chiselling devices by which
rent ceilings are evaded — selling
furniture when an apartment is
leased; “‘selling” an apartment in-
stead of leasing it; under the coun-
ter bribes, etc.—the lundlords have
declared “lockouts” by refusing to
lease apartments until rents are
raised. The president of the Nation-

Knifgoods Workers
Seek Escalafor .

Clause Wage Rise

NEW YORK — Knitgoods Workers’
Union, Local No. 165, ILGWU, has
placed a demand before the associa-
tions in contractual relations with
Local 155, for an increase in wages
under . an escalator clause in the
agreement. '
Manager-Secretary Louis Nelson
stated: “In view of the increase in
the cost of living, the workers in the

_knitted outerwear industry must re-

ceive increases in their wages com-
mensurate with the increase in the
cost of living.”

BOARD OF ELECTIONS TELLS SHACHTMAN

‘NEW. YORK—Returns from the 13th’
“and 23rd Assembly Districts, Kings
. County, New York, give the Workers

Party candidate for Congress, Max
Shachtman, 165 votes. This is an in-

" crease of 142 votes over the Workers
“Party vote in those two Assembly
"-sttrlcts in the 1945 elections.

- Kept off the ballot in five other
Assembly Districts in New York City
by : the undemocratic action of the
courts in collaboration with the Dem-
ocratic machine politicians, despite
the: fact that the Workers Party. ob-

tained more than sufficient signatures

to comply with the New York State
glectmn laws, the Workers Party was
on the ballot in only a part of
Brownsville and in a small section
of South Brooklyn this year.

. The Board of Elections has so far
claimed its inability to divulge the
write-in vote for Ernest Rice McKin-

" _ney in the 11th, 12th, 13th, 15th and

16th Assembly Districts (Harlem),
New York County, where the Work-

. ers Party candidate for Congress, Er-
* ‘nest Rice McKinney, was kept off the

‘ballot by the Tammany politicians.
The Board of Elections also claims
its inability to divulge the write-in
Farrell Dobbs, Socialist

" But the indication in the two As-
r !

VOTE IN 2 BROOKLYN ASSEMBLY DISTRICTS

sembly Districts in Kings County is
that if the same proportionate in-
crease in the Workers Party vote
would have occurred in New York
City's more than one hundred Assem-
bly Districts in which the Workers
Party was on the ballot in 1945, the
Workers Party would have received
more than 5,000 votes in the 1946 elec-
tions. Combined with the vote for the
Socialist Workers Party, this would
have given the program of the Trot-
skyist movement between five and
ten thousand votes, thus indicating an
increase in the influence of revelu-
tionary socialist ideas among the peo-
ple of New York City.

The complete - breakdown of the
price-control committees set up by
the Truman administration and the
inactivity of a Demoecratic-controlled
Congress at a time of inflation and
shortages caused a sharp swing away
from the Democratic Party.

Had the American labor movement
organized a genuine Labor Party, the
indications are that it would have re-
ceived an enormous vote. In the ab-

.sence of a labor program, the middle

class vote swung to the Republicans
instead. The increase in the revolu-
tionary socialist vote indicates what
a real Labor Party might have ac-
complished in the 1946 elections.
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al Apartment Owners Association
declared on November 18 that “I
think I am conservative in estimat-
ing that 300,000 dwellings are now
being withheld from renters because
of this growing move against OPA
controls.”

Attacked on all sides—by the anti-
miners- injunction which threatens
all of labor; by the proposed Tru-
man and Republican anti-labor legis-
lation; by the rising price level—
the workers of this country face the
need to move into immediate action
against rent increases.

What should be done is very sim-
ple: organize block comimittees to
hold the line on prices NO MATTER
WHAT OPA DOES. Just because
OPA may authorize an increase in
rent, is no reason why that increase

should be granted by the workers in -

any given dwelling. Not one more
penny in tribute to the real-estate
interests already bloated to the gills
with wartime profits! Keep the rents
down! .

mum wage laws because these laws

eliminate “free bargaining.” It is for
changing income tax laws to favor
those in the higher brackets.

The five-man National Council of
TOU is not elected by the member-
ship but is hand picked by a board
of “founders.” The National Council
handles the headquarters activity of
the organization and controls the lo-
cal units throughout the country with
an iron hand. The Council can revoke
charters of the local units and expel
members without filing charges or
holding trials.

The TOU is by far the most subtle
sort of set-up that American capital-
ism has produced for winning over
the lower and middle class groups.
It will carry on some clever propa-
ganda through the press and through
other means. If plans to put pressure
on the political parties through local
action and by occasional invasions of
Washington. In this it will try to
imitate and counteract the activity
of the Political Action Committee of
the CIO.

Whenever PAC tries to put pres-
sure on politicians and on political
parties, the TOU will be right there
doing the same thing in much the
same manner. Naturally, the politi-
cians will “yield” to TOU pressure
more often and on more important
issues than they will yield to pres-

sure from' the PAC. That will make

TOU look like a powerful organiza-
tion and by contrast will make PAC
appear weak.

This will be the price the’ working
class will have to pay for the stupid
policy of PAC, which bases itself on
“pressuring” representatives of the

capitalist partles rather than on in-
dependent pohtmal working class ac-
_fion. The only way to fight the TOU
and the illusions it will sow is for
the trade unions to’take the initia-
tive in organizing an independent La-
bor Party.

Nine Newsmen and the Mine Crisis-

They Earned the Brass Check!

It took a group of Washington newspapermen,
some of them with carefully self-built reputations
as great liberals, to perform in one of the most dis-
graceful exhibitions in the current mine crisis. We
use the word disgraceful advisedly, precisely because
at least some of the nine who issued a statement sup-
porting the government's injunction procedure make
a public point of their pro-labor liberalism. The nine
are Kenneth G. Crawford, Dorothy Rockwell, Nathan
Robertson, Tris Coffin, Jerry Kluttz, Marquis Childs,
Alan Barth, Mary Spargo and Albert Friendly. And

in their statement they seek in their first sentence to -

establish themselves as good union men by referring
to themselves as “we, all officers, former officers or
members of the American Newspaper Guild, , CIO.”

They start with an “if"— “it' John L. Lewis has
broken his contract with the government or is break-
ing the law, we are opposed to him on that ground
even though the law ih this case—the Smith-Con-
nally Act—is a despicable -law.” Having referred
to the “ify” they thereupon disregard it, continue
their statement on the assumption that there is no
“if,” and “denounce the action by the CIO convention
and the statement by William Green, president of the
AFL, which by opposing the government’'s action
against Lewis have given the impression that labor
countenances the breaking of contracts and the vio-
lation of law.”

Note these few quotes. Right off, they disregard
400,000 miners who feel strongly enough about their
rights and needs to take strike action, by speaking
only of John L. Lewis. They then refer to a “despica-
ble law” and protest its violation—first as an “if,”
then as a certainty—though Attorney General Clark
himself, not very long ago, held that the miners were
acting within the terms of their contract. More im-
portant, however, than the legality of the issue is the
question of the miners’ needs. Do the nine honorable
newsmen propose that the miners strangle themselves
for a “despicable law” whose application to the mine
situation is AT "BEST dubioys? They do!

But, let us continue. The nine liberal newsmen
say they “are concerned over the use of an injunc-
tion.... We believe the Norris-La Guardia Act, out-
lawing labor injunctions, is one of the basic and most
important laws for the maintenance of economic jus- .
tice.” However, “at the same time we see a clear
distinction between this exercise by the government
of its sovereign powers to force observance of a con-
tract...and the use of injunctions by private employ 7
ers.”

There you have it. These nine, who dare to record
their membership in a union, insist upon observance

toss out of the window “one of the basic and most im-
portant laws,” There is logic for you. Logic .to satisfy
the soul of every union-buster and labor-hater in the
country

In the first place, the Norris-La Guardia Act says
nothing about the government being exempt from its
provisions. If it did, there would be only one thing
left for the labor movement—to violate its provisions.
For it would then be the most convenient device ever
conceived for breaking strikes. A strike is called, the
government seizes the plant, leaving profits for the
owners intact, and labor is back where it started,
many decades ago. It took -labor bloody decades to
break Government by Injunction. To submit to it

* now would be the greatest idiocy imaginable.

By what reasoning have government employees
less rights than private employees? As an editorial
writer ror PM, who was shoghed by his colleagues’
statement, asks: “Should a miner or a street car con-
ductor have fewer rights because the company he is
working for happens to be operated by the govern-
ment?” ¥

In the history of the labor movement the injunc-
tion secured by the government against Debs and the '
Pullman strikers stands out as an event of prime im-
portance. As in the miners’ case, the government
placed its marshals and deputies on the railroads
and enjoined Debs and the Pullman strikers because
they were interfering with the “exercise by the gov-
ernment of its sovereign powers.” It was the fight
against the injunction procedure unleashed in the'
Debs case that led to the Norris-La Guardia Act and
the vanquishing of Government by Injunction.

We do not think that the labor movement will
permit the reintroduction of Government by Injunc-
tion. The labor movement respanded unitedly in .
Pittsburgh when a court ordered an injunction against
the Duquesne Power strikers. The labor movement
protested unanimously when Truman asked Ceongress
months ago for a law permitting the use of the in-
junction. And the solidarity with which the responsi-
ble leaders of the labor movement have rallied to the
miners, despite their individual opinions of Lewis, in
opposing: the government's injunction action, is a
deeply encouraging sign.

There is an obvious pattern on the part of gov-
ernment and employer to resort to the injunction.
This is as good a time as any to halt it, the nine ven-
erable newsmen notwithstanding. As the coal crisis
develops, we look forward TO MORE AND MORE
SOLID demonstrations of solidarity from all sections '
of the union movement to support the miners and
TO BREAK THE GOVERNMENT INJUNCTION!
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of a “despicable law” of questionable validity, and

Ky CIO Meet is Umnspmng

Delegates Treated to Bucketfuls of Ora'l'ory.

LOUISVILLE, Dec. 2 — The Ken-
tucky ‘State CIO Council convention
was held here on November 30 and
December 1. One hundred and eight
delegates and seventy-five visitors
attended.

The convention was similar to that
held by Distriet 30 of the United
Steclworkers of América here some
few weeks ago. A report on that
convention was carried in the Oec-
tober 21 LABOR ACTION. It stat-
ed: “The conference was typical of
the Southern union movement. It
was completely dominated by the
leaders, the rank and file playing a
passive role.” The same can be said,
with equal emphasis, for.this conven-
tion,

NO CHARITY IN PROFITS

One of the convention speakers
was Father Leo Dreckman, a Catho-
lic priest, and part-time arbitrator
of labor disputes. Father Dreckman
suggested to those who were inter-
ested in the church’s position on la-
bor, that they read the encylicals of
Pope Pius XI, and Pope Leo XIIIL
He went on to say that we “must
have justice, and charity in labor
relations, demonstrated by both
sides.” Also that “there are many
employers who try to be fair to their

Gould to Talk
On Militarism
At NY Forum

‘Among the most striking aspects of
life in the United States today is the’
growing power of the state. It is re-
vealed clearly by the ever-increasing
intervention of the goveriment in so-
cial, economic and political matters
and in the growing weight of the
military in the government. This will
be the theme of a lecture to be de-
livered by Nathan Gould, director of
organization of the Workers Party, at
the Decemiber 8 session of the Sun-
day Evening Forums held at 114 West
14th Street in New York City.

World War II was ostensibly fought
to defeat fascism—the system of to-
talitarian regulation of all spheres of
life. In this country a. process, less
spectacular but similar, began after
the First World War, accelerated fol-
lowing the 1932-33 crisis and went
into high speed during World War IL
The permanent effects of this devel-
opment will be analyzed by Gould.
He will deal with the influence of
personalities, many from the military,
upon this trend; its effects on the
. productive machine; the stockpiling
of strategic materials; and the en-
couragement of special industries,
such as aircraft, tool-and-die, optics
and electronics, by the government.

Nathan Gould has made a study of
this vital development, and his lec-
ture will provideia key to an under-
standing of many complexities on the
American scene,

people." He said that it would ‘be
ideal if there would be no necessity
for unions, and that this would re-
sult if there would be justice, and
charity practiced by both capital and
labor. He also mentioned  that
“strikes are economically wasteful.”

It is difficult . to know what the
de}e'gates thought of Father Dreck-
man’s talk., But when they go batk

into the  shops ‘and sare confronted: -

with concrete union activity, it will
be easy for them to refute the idea
of common justice and charity, as it

has been in the past. Capitalism with

its dog eat dog social relationships,
simply has no room for justice, char-
ity, and the golden rule thrown in

" for good measure! Maybe there are

“good bosses,” but even this type
makes a profit, and to the worker
profit is, just so much unnecessary
sweat!

BUSINESS TALK

Harry Schacter, president of
Kaufman-Strauss (a large Louis-
ville department store), and presi-
dent of the Committee of Kentucky,
also spoke. He referred to himself as
a “liberal,” and said that his main
quarrel with liberals is that they are
unwilling to do anything.

He mentioned that:two-thirds of
the Kentucky schools do not have
pure drinking water. That the state
ranks forty-seventh in literacy.
That one out of every four people
born in Kentucky leave because of
the poor living conditions. He said
that the work of the committee had
attracted attention in such far away
places as England, Czechoslovakia;
-and New Zealand.,

He pointed out that the Commit-
tee of Kentucky was an organization
made up of people from all walks of

_life; labor, management, agriculture,

teaching profession, ete., and that
the purpose of the committee was to
establish democracy at the “grass
roots” level. In other words, to build
up the economy of Kentucky so that

and Little Else

it would rank high among the states
in education, sanitatiun, wages,
profits, etc.

It wasn’t until one of his final
statements that he gave the tip-off
as‘to the real purpose of the com-
mittee. He said: “If we make Ken=
tucky a great state, the economic
well being of the state will grow
steadily,” Now Harry Schacter is a

business man, and he is using all

these organizations in his committee

. (which cuts across class lines) for
“the economic well

being of the
state.” And the economic well being
of the state means to LABOR AC-
TION, the well being of those who
control state political power, i.e., the
bhoss class. It is probable that the
working people might benefit to some
little degree from this project, but it
is designed primarily for the “well
being” of Harry Schacter, and his
business colleagues.

Many other people (union leadel s)
spoke at this cénvention. But to.give
an account of their remarks would
tend to make for tedious reading.

A resolution favoring wage in-
creases without price increases, and
the escalator clause was presented
to the resolutions committee, after

. being passed by the Louisville Indus-

trial Union Council, and USA Local

'1693. The resolution was “killed” in

committee. It never reached the floor.
No reason was given. It apparently
didn't jibe exactly with national CIO
policy. _

Following the 1:ad of the national
CIO convention held in Atlantic City
a short time ago, the Communist
(spelled * Stalinist) issue was soft
pedalled. Some general remarks
about Stalinist interference in un-
ion activities were made, but that
was all.

The convention ended with the
ranks not heard from on the grave
issues that confront Southern labor.
Altogether, the convention accom-
plished nothing of value. '

tarianism.
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