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Experience of Coal
Stiike Shows Labor
Needs Own Party

Seldom in recent American history have we had as excellent an'

opportunity to observeshow openly and crudely the government serves
as the accomplice and agent of the capitalist class, as in the present
coal strike crisis. Every agency of the government from President 'L'ru-
man down to publicity-seeking postmasters, has done its bit to stir up

resentment against the coal miners. Hysteria has been whipped up to.

the breakihg point; the daily press, faithful agent of the employers, has
again ranted about the “terrible miners, John L. Lewis, exorbitant de-
mands of labor” and similar tripe. (You'd think the miners were peo-
ple who go around stealing lollipops from babies and tripping old
ladies, instead 'of men who work in the most dangerous and unpleas-
ant of occupations and whose sole crime: is that they want a decent
wage—that’s what you'd think, at least, if you read ONLY the capi-
talist press.)

-Whatever deviations it may allow itself in easy . times, whatever
plafitudes it may enjoy mouthing about the “common welfare,” the
capitatist ' government always—ALWAYS and without qualification—
lines up on _the side of the employers, of the bosses when there’s a real
crisis at hand.

And who is. in this capitalist government of which we speak? It is
composed of politicians and appointees of the two, major parties in this
country—the Democrats and Republicans. The strike-breaking hysteria,
the open alliange with the mine owners which characterizes the state-
ments of Congressmen, the attitudes of Truman and his cabinet sweep
across major party lines. The Democrats are just as vicious in their de-
nunciation of the miners and their braggadocio about anti-labor legis-
lation as are the Republicans; and the Répubhcans Just as vicious as
the Democrats. .

WHERE ARE THE PAC'S FRIENDS?

As for those Congressional knights in tarnished armor supported by
the PAC in the last election—they are as quiet as if their tongues had
been cut out and their lips sewn with heavy thread. They do not have
a word to say in defense of labor; that kind of talk they reserve for
election time, and only for election time.

Presldent Truman—the one man who seems to have a reasonable
chance of surpassing the records of Millard Fillmore, Ulysses S. Grant
and Warren Harding for the dubious honor of being the most mediocre
President this country has ever had—stumbles along, inflaming the
fires of anti-labor hysteria with his inept but crudely anti-labor state-
ments and directives to his cabinet.

The Republicans in Congress toss the ball around a little more by
proposing all kinds of labor servitude bills in order to show the work-
ers that “power-mad” unions will be curbed. (“Power-mad”—our foot!
If only the workers of this couniry were a lilile more power-mad, if
only they would stop playing follow the leader to every ear-bending
capitalist politician who develops ‘liberal” protective coloring at elec-
tion lime—things would be a lot better for the workers of this country!)

FROM ROOSEVELT TO GOLDSBOROUGH

No trust can be placed in either of the two bankrupt old parties.
nor in any of the so-called “liberals,” who, ng matter how uncomfort-
ably, live 'in them. Consider that the man who, in his intemperate fren-
zy of hatred for the miners, assessed a fine of $3,500,000 on them—a fine
which means taking money from the union toward which the miners
have given their lives, their sweat, their blood: and their monéy—con-
sider that this man, Justice Goldsborough, is an appointee of that al-
leged paragon of hberal capitalist politicians, Franklin D. Roosevelt.

_ Of course, you rnay say that Roosevelt can't be held reSponmble after
his death for what Goldsborough did. In a narrow personal sénse that's
trye. But in a broader social sense Roosevelt and the whole system he
persomﬂed ‘can. be held responsible for Goldsborough and his, actions.
For Roosevelt, no matter what verbal flirtations he conducted with
labor, remained a capitalist politician; he appointed capitalist politi-
cians to office; and the result was that these appointees functioned as
upholders and agents of capitalist domination. Roosevelt could not
avoid this so long as he functioned as a capitalist politician; and that
is why there IS a connection between his régime—often so falsely
touted as a boon to labor—and this labor-hating Justice Goldsborough.

There is only one way for the wotkers of this country to put an end
to this situation. Instead of continually being betrayed by the two capi-
talist parties, labor must make a complete and final break from them.

A party of our own—that's what we need. A party that speaks for
the workers of this country and their allies among the lower middle
classes and the farmers; a party that is democratically controlled and
run by the workers themselves through their unions and organizations;
a party that uncompromisingly raises the banner of labor's needs and
interests in opposition to those of the bosses. |
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THE'etrike of the 400,000
bituminous coal miners un-

derlined the irresistable and in-

vincible power of the organized

working class acting unitedly.

The decision by President
John L. Lewis calling off the
miners strike underlined the
weakness of «the organized
working class and of American
labor in general.

Unless this weakiress is over-
come—and overcome speedily
-——it is certain to prove fatal to
the hopes and interests and the
whole future of the American
workers. In no struggle be-
tween labor and capital in re-

‘cent times has this all impor-

tant fact.been made so clear
and emphatic as in the miners

_strike..If this is not understood

by €Véry militant in the labor
movement, things will not go
fronml bad to better, but from
better to worse.

A MAGNIFICENT DISPLAY
OF WORKING CLASS POWER

In response to the announcement
by Lewis that there was no longer a
contract between the United Mine
Workers and the government which
is the administrator of the mines, the
soft coal miners walked off the job
to a man. They acted in accordance
with the powerful tradition in-
grained in every mine worker in the
country: No contract, no work!

The capitalist press and all the big
and little spokesmen and servitors of

A Balance Sheet
Of the Coal Strike

capltahsm shrieked in helpless fren-
ZY. They called attention to the faet
that only one man, John L. Lewis,
was responsible for precipitating the
walk-out, that he did not consult the
miners about his announcement or
seek their formal approval. They in-
veighéd against Lewis as an auto-
crat, a dictator, an American Hitler.
All the sewers of abuse were opened
up against him.

That Lewis did not "consult" the
miners is true. But if he had consulted
them there would not have been a
hair's-breadth difference in the deci-
sion and in the practical result. In
making the announcement that the
UMW no fonger had a contract with
the government, Lewis was simply dis-

" charging the elamiclj_lhry duty to the

organization of which he is the chief
officer, was only carrying out a stand-
ing mandate from the UMW. In walking
out of the mines, the miners were only
putting into effect their old and well
known policy: No contract, no work.

_The miners did not quit work be-
cause, as the press tried to argue,
they feared the power of Lewis as
head of the union; Only hired capi-
talist seribblers, who share the men-

tality ‘of slavemasters, -could regard ~

these 400,000 miners. as dumb sheep
who ean be driven in'any direction
by a union.oflicial. It is precisely be-
cause the miners are not dumb sheep,
it is precisely because they are not
slaves and do not want to be slaves
that they refuse to work simply un-
der any conditions at all that their
employers seek to impose upon them,
without regard for their just de-
mands, without regard for their ex-
istence and development as human
beings.

The miners are not slaves, humbly
ready to do the bidding of John L.
Lewis or anyone else. They are cour-
ageous and militant workers filled
with a spirit of rebellion against the
exceptional burdens which théir work
imposes upon them, against the miser-

‘able and sub-human conditions of life

to which the mine owners and their
government seek to chain them and
for a modest, tiny increase in the
share of the great wealth they pro-
duce for the enrichment of mine own-
ers who would not take their jobs at
ten times their pay.

(Continued on page 8)

JOIN

With the ending of the coal strike, the CIO moved its
6,000,000 members into the wage-fight spotlight. Philip Murray
has announced that he will present the ClO's objectives, based
upon an economic survey made by the CIO, at a press confer-
ence called for Wednesday, December 11, in Washington. A meet-
ing of the heads of the steel, electrical and auto unions, with a
combined membership of two million, is scheduled for December
16 to discuss a common strategy.

In the meantime, Murray has given the UAW Executive Board
the green light to set its wage demands. The Execiitive Board,
which is now in session, is reported to be discussing a basic
demand for a 25-cents-an-hour, or $2.00-a-day, increase, to be
coupled with a demand for an equalization fund to standardize
rates of pay in the entire industry.

Other unions are also considering their wage program. So,
for example, the Textile Workers Union, through its president,
Emil Rieve, has put forward a demand for a 15-cents-an-hour in-

Labor’s Share of National Income SHR/INKS

WAGES AND SALARIES 62%’

ECONOMIC OUTLODM. 040

(88é Article by Albert Gates on page 3)

Chicago Race-Haters Try
To Bar Negroes in Project

CHICAGO, Dec. '9 — Numbering
5,000 “lily white” residents of the
13th Ward, a mob demonstrated last
Thursday for hours against two Ne-
gro war veterans who were taking
up their duly assigned residences in
the Chicago Housing Authority’s
Airport Homes project.

On the following day the same
mob gathered, fought with police and
burned a four-foot wooden eross. As

Report Landlord Profits Rose 25% Since 1939

by Greedy Real Estate Interests

Tenants ‘Organize Block Committees to Prevent Further Rent Increases

Though overshadowed by the news-
paper - hullaballoo about the mine
strike, the problem of renis re-
mained very much in the news last
week. Continued pressure was exert-
ed by the real estate lobbies in favor
of a 10 to 15 per cent increase in rent
levels and in favor of a complete re-
moval of rent ceilings by the spring
of 1948.

In New York State the real estate
lobby talked tough. It issued a state-
ment-in Albany “demanding” a 15
per cent jump in rents and threat-
ened b complete cessation (which has

‘practically taken place anyway! of

repairs if that increase were not
granted, The occasion for this piece
of landlord bravado was a suggested
bill to maintain rents at fthe old lev-
¢ls in case new increases were al-
lowed by OPA. It was also occasioned

by an increasing discomfort on the
part of the landlords at the fact that
in many areas of New York City,
neighborhood tenant groups are be-
ing quietly formed with an eye to
going into action in case rent in-
creases are attempted. For it should
be remembered :that even if 'OPA
ceilings are raised 10 or 15 per cent
—a_possibility which most well-in-
formed circles in Washington take
for granted—such a‘ raise is merely

‘permissible and not mandatory; it is

up to the tenants of any given build-
ing to resist it.

But' the most interesting news of
the week on the rent front came with
the publication of a report by OPA
which most of the boss newspapers
conveniently neglected to print, on

_“Rental Housing Operations Under

Rent Control in ‘26 Cities.” This re-

4

port furnished conclusive and incon-
trovertible evidence that the pathetic
eries of the landlords that they need
more rent to avoid bankruptcy is
just so much malarky.

According to the OPA report, in-
come of landlords owning large
apaftment houses increased 25 per
‘cent since 1939 and income of land-
lords owning small apariment houses
(those. with less- than five tenants)
increased 43 per cent since 1939. That
doesn’t seem like bankruptcy at all,
does it?

As the OPA so delicately puts it:
“The landlord has shared in the gen-
eral business prgsperity, and all evi-
dence indicates that he will continue
to do so.” (Which is certainly a lot
more than you can say about the

working class families paying rent to'

these landlords!)

The report continues: “Demand for
rental housing rose to an unprece-
dented level during the war and has
remained at least as acute during the
demobilization period.” The vacancy
rate has hovered around the zero
mark, with the result that the land-
lords could calculate their profils
without regard for the usual 15 to
20 per cent vacancy rate which was
usual in pre-war years.

When you recall that landlords
have universally been niggardly on
their expenditures for repairs—as
the report puts it: “Expenses such as
competitive decorating were elimi-
nated and unessential or minor serv-
ices were pared to a minimum”—
this increased income of the land-
‘lords has largely been pure gravy.

These facts put the crimp into“the
falk of the landlords that they—poor
creatures—need more rent in order
to keep the wolf away from the door.
As a matter of fact, in this case the
wolf happens to be the landlords
themselves, greedy with hunger for
profits, and he is at the door of the
workers, who are having one tough
time making ends meet.

So again, this week, the watchword
on the rent front is VIGILANCE.
Keep a sharp eye out on Washing-
ton, where something is certainly
being cooked up on the rent situa-
tion. Organize local tenant commit-
tees ready to go into immediate ae-
tion to keep rents down. For the
workers to knuckle under to rent in-
creases means, in effect, to take a pay
cut—and we can't afford any of those.

one militant AVC member, who wit-
nessed the demonstration said, “This
is a preview of American fascism
right in Chicago.”

The two Negro veterans ap-
proached their future home in a
truck Thursday morning, to find a
crowd of 200 hooting and throwing
rocks. 'The crowd had sullenly
watched 21 white families move in
previously to their  assigned homes,

and was awaiting the arrival of the.

Negroes. The truck was wrecked and
only with the help of five ministers
of various denominations was the
furniture finally gotten into the
homes. The police made no arrests.

All day, crowds of "neighborhood
people” milled around the Negroes'
homes, shouting "Wait till tonight.”
Night brought the tremendous crowd,

“"which was prevented from demolish-

ing the houses omly by the presence
of hundreds of cops, who were obvi-
ously in sympathy with the mob's vi-
cious cries against the "n——s." One
cop was overheard discussing with
the crowd and saying, "These n——s
are defended by Jewish lawyers."
Several cops baited a Jewish AVC
veteran who had come to the scene
on hearing from AVC that support
against the mob was needed.

A large element of the crowd was
composed of old women, youngsters
and only a sprinkling of veterans in
uniform. Because no arrests were
made on the first day, the erowd has
kept returning, in spite of Mayor
Kelly’s statement that he intended
to see that the Nepgroes assigned to
homes really got protection.

(Continued on page 2)
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crease for 100,000 cotton tex-:
tile workers in the South.

It is expected, however, that
Murray will seek to establish a
general pattern for the mass

production industries in the ne-
gotiations that the steel workers are’
supposed to begin with U. 8. Steel
some time next month, in much the
same manner as the 18!4-cents-an-
hour increase was set last year. This
time Murray has indicated that he
will demand more than a substantial
wage boost, namely, a guaranteed an-
nual wage, portal-to-portal pay, .in-
creased union security, and an em-
ployer-financed social security fund.

JOINT STRATEGY BOARD

Several questions’ 1mmediately PEC
come to mind as ‘the CIO swings its
powerful machinery into action, ac-:
tion that will undoubtedly be dupli-
cated in one way or another by the
AFL.

The first is posed by the very meeét-
ing of union leaders scheduled for
December 16: will there be a co-
ordinating strategy committee, em- :
bracing all sections of the American
union movement, democratically rep- '
resenting the rank and file of the
unions, planning joint agtion in an
over-all drive on behalf of all labor?

The issues confronting the steel
workers are fundamentally no differ-
ent from those facing the auto work-
ers. The December 16 meeting is' a
recognition of that fact. Hqually well,
they are the same for the AFL unions
and the Railroad Brotherhoods. Last
week, in the midst of the coal strike

and in the necessity of breaking gov-

ernment by injunction, such concert-*
ed action was in the process of

" forming, according to an appeal tthat

Murray himself made. The situation
is no different now.

The need for a joint strategy and
common action, organized on a na-
tional scale and going down to local

councils of action, representing the =~

unions, is as great today as it was
last week or last year. The attempt:
to reinstitute government by injunc-
tion is by no means licked. But even
apart from this consideration, and it
remains a weighty one, the need is
an urgent one, as it was a year ago
when we raised the question in ¢on-
nection with the strikes then in
pProgress. :
The government will certainly in-

tervene. Labor will be faced with the =

organized opposition of the indus-
trialists. It will not be an easy battle.
R_E‘.‘ports have been many about the
preparations the monopolists have
been making to resist strike actions.
Sylvia Porter, New York Post finan-
cial columnist, this week revealed

(Continued on page 8)

~ [Give to Labor Action’s $5,000 Xmas Fund!

Last week you read in ﬁhls space the announcement
of the inauguration of a $5,000 Christmas Fund Drive
in order to help stabilize LABOR ACTION as a regular

eight-page paper.

We should like to emphasize one thing: thls is a -
drive for funds to help the paper move forward, to help
secure a tremendous step in the expansion of the revo-
lutionary socialist press in the United States. It means
solidifying a daring step on our part—the step of ex-
panding from a four to an eight-page weekly at a time
when the cost of everything connected with pubhshmg
a paper has gone up tremendously.

It is. g;vmg away no secret to tell you that by ordi- .
nary ‘business standards the exp' sion was a gamble,’

e

But a socialist paper cannot functien by ordinary busi-
ness standards. It must try to respond to the political
needs of the moment more than to the credit or debit

(usually the latter!) in its accounts.

We took this daring step of expanding the paper
because it was absolutely imperative. There was simply
not enough room in a four-pager to print the varied
reports, articles, discussions and columns which it was
politically imperative that we print. And we think that
in terms of content—of more varied interest, of greater
information and detail—that the eight-pager has thor-
oughly justiﬁed [dtself.

Proof of that Justlﬁcatmn is in the constantly rising
~ cireu ulation

fice the elght-pager was started and m the

rising percentage of subscriptions. That shows that our
readers appreciate the paper in its larger format.

I
]
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Now we are asking something very simple. We are :

in the pogition where an accumulated deficit based on :
the initial outlay involved in expanding the paper, hin- |
ders the stabilization of the eight-pager. The amount :
involved can readily be taken care of, if each of our :
loyal readers sends a Christmas, contribution in accord-
ance with his ability to do so. :
1

|

1

1

]

]

i

1

|

That’s all there is to it. We don’t want to indulge in
any scares or high-pressuring. We think that LABOR
ACTION means enough to our readers so that a mere -
.statement of the situation will suffice to brlng about the:'
necessary response

4 Court Square-

.

Page paper.

Name .............

City....c..

1 am enclosing §....

LABOR ACTION CHRISTMAS FUND

Long Island City 1, N. Y.

.................... as my contribution to the
LABOR ACTION Fund to help continue and sustain the tht-

Addlr_fss .\:’
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December 16, 1945

By WILLIAM GORMAN
"OAKLAND, Dec. 7 — The general
strike, the fifth in American history,
. ended  just two days ago. Ewery
worker should be aware of the facts
and lessons of this event.
.. Five months ago, the Department
Store Clerks, Local 1265, AFL, struck
. against ithe Kahn ,and Hastings de-
partment stores. The employers re-
fused to ‘bargain ‘with the union.

largely uneventful. The strikers were.
spirited, though frequently roughed
up by department store goons. Com-
' peting department storves -paid for
large ads asking that Kahn and H_ast-
ings be patronized becausé they were
struck.

Sunday morning, December 1, the
city government took over the job
of strike-breaking for the stores. All
pickets, bystanders and vehicles were
.cleared away within a four square
block area of the stores. Fully half
of Oakland’s police force cames upon
" {he strike scene armed with tear gas,
billy clubs and sawed-off shotguns in
order to escort a load of “hot cargo”

bmué}1t up by a seab trucking -outfit
~ from Los Angeles.

It was later revealed that Chief of

Police Robert Tracy had_ been the
camouflage artist for' the scabs. He
‘ had originally promised. the Team-
“sters Union they wonld be informed
" 4n advance of the arrival of scab
“truckers. Not only did ‘he renege on
this promise, but the scab drivers
" had been in nearby Berkeley for
- over a week waiting for the chance
to run through the “hot cargo” with
‘police protection! Thus was this
' ‘strike-breaking trick carried out by
' a prominent “public servant,” Chief
- of Police Tracy.
" The scab truckers, who went under
{he mame “Veterans Trucking, Inc.”
_were sponsored by the Merchants and
* Manufacturers Association of South-
ern California, one of the most vi-
' clous union-busting graups in the
country.

‘Hundreds of teamsters from Local
70 immediately came upen the strike
scene. Motormen and street car oper-
. ators walked off the job spontane-
. ously. The Alameda Central Trades
' Council went into a huddle. Sympa-
 thy was expressed by the Alameda

CIO Council: Five o'clock Tuesday
__morning an area ‘containing a million
_inhabitants was in the grip of the
general strike. =~ - :

THE BUREAUCRATS FUMBLE

“The AFL leaders, accustomed to
doing little besides collecting dues
and salaries, then fumbled the ball
_ The AFL members were not informed
of the nature of the strike or its
causes. The strike declaration was
made only at the last moment. No
plan for mobilizing or organizing the
workers’ action was made public.
. But from the very first moments
the Oakland general strike was a
. magnificent tribute to the' power of
Oakland’s working class. Not a bus
" or street car moved. Except for the
few CIO or unorganized shops, not
~a factpry wheel turned. No ships
' sailed from Oakland harbor. More
~ than ten thousand workers gathered
for mass picketing in front of Hast-
. ing’ and Kahn's on the first and sec-
" ond days of the strike. The police, in
full force a few days previous, now
‘were scarce and inconspicuous.
Especially singled out by the work-
ers’ wrath were the two venomously
. anti-labor sheets: .Hearst’'s Post En-
quirer and Knowland's Tribune.

radio station monotonously described
every stubbed toe at the mass picket-
ing. Hearst's Frisco Call - Bulletin
featured a large scare headline,
“Fighting on’ Streets.”

. PACKED STRIKE MEETINGS

' ‘The strike mass meeting held in
the Civie Auditorium was packed by
over 15,000 workers despite the ab-
 sence of any public transportation
~and 3 strong rain. The AFL leaders
were stunned when facing this huge,
aroused rank and file. So conditioned
to talking to each other or to the
bosses, they could only express their
amazement at the presence of so
many workers. Only the represent-
- atives of the teamsters and sailors
. were exceptions. The workers roared
“their approval when Harry Lundberg
described the police actions as “fas-
¢ist tactics.” Those speakers who
" .characterized the struggle as a show-
down- fight, which had to be fought
through no matter what the cost, re-
ceived the loudest ovations.

. The Bay Area:Branch of the Work-
ers Party gave out a leaflet at the
‘meeting which declared its full sol-
idarity with the general strike. (The
~ leaflet is reprinted in an adjacent
column.) All available copies of LA-
BOR ACTION were quickly sold.
_The union representatives had been
- closeted with the city manager and
‘the employers from the very first day
_of the strike. At the mass.meeting,
“they.announced the rejection of the
employers’ plan that the issues be
~left in the hands of a nine-man com-
‘mittee while the general strike be
immediately ended. The reason for
the rejection was the employers' in-
_sistent refusal to bargain with the
_clerks at Kahn's and Hastings’. Thus

second day to win'a real victory for
“the striking clerks.

Y

The six week clerks' strike was .

_ The press retaliated. The Tribune’s:

the general strike” was fo go into its —

The CIO mass meetling was planned
for Thursday night, to announce its
joining of the walkout, which would
stop all public services still in oper-
ation—gas, electricity and telephone
—and would pull out auto, long-
shore and rubber workers. Rumors
were flying that the powerful San
Francisco AFL would join the walk-
out and thus complétely tie up both
sides of the Bay. But some AFL lead-
ers became nervous and jittery and
on Wednesday afternoon, Dave Beck,
vice-president of the Teamsters
Union, ordered Teamsters Local 70
to return to work regardless of the
outcome of labor's negotiations.

Feeling against this strike-break-
ing statement ran high. The press
gloated over it while the teamsters
were forced to maintain a frustrated
silence.

. The Alameda Central Trades Coun-
cil \gave out aegeneral back-to-work
order when the new city manager,
John Hassler, had given them assur-
ances that the police would not be
used as scab herders. The union lead-
ers-immediately hailed this as the at-
tainment of the strike's objectives
and declared the general strike o be
.a success, though 'no promise was re-

ceived by Kahn's and Hastings’ to
- negotiate with the Clerks Union..

. However, two  days after  the
strike’s ~conclusion, it has become
clear that the settlement is little be-
sides an uneasy truce. Yesterday, the
police provided a cordon for the
scabs leaving the store. Hassler de-
nied making any statement other
than that he “would avoid violence
and uphold the law.”

Whatever the final outcome, the
strike has achieved certain limited
objectives. The  provocative scab ac-
tions by the city and goverrment
were ended. Those bosses who would
consider such actions now know that
they will face a united powerful la-
bor movement, The response of the
workers in this -situation will help
prevent its repetition. But most im-
portant, it has been an inspiring, un-
forgettable demonstration of the
strength of the 130,000 workers.

The general strike, which lasted.

for less than three days, is filled with
vital lessons for the workers of this
area and of the entire courfry. To the
degree that these lessons are learned,
future struggles: will be assured of
success.

EXTENT OF WORKERS POWER

The workers, as a result of this
experience, were confronted most
obviously with the extent of their
class strength and power. In contrast
with strike actions against particu-
lar bosses, this was'a united action
by tens of thousands of Oakland’s
workers against the handful of Oak-
land’s big business men. The work-
ers, for so long divided and split up
by the ossified craft unions, joined
their union brothers in militant sol-
idarity. With great expectancy they
awaited the actions of their. union
brothers in the CIO and across the
bay in San Francisco.

By failing to join the walkout at
the very beginning, the CIO missed
the greatest opportunity offered in
this area for cementing a powerful
rank-and-file unity, which could have
had repercussions elsewhere. The full
explanation of the behavior of the
Stalinist CIO leaders is not yet clear,
but they apparently wanted a general
strike on their hands as little as did
their AFL counterparts. )

To many thousands of the strikers
it has become clear that the Oakland
cop with his billy and the federal
judge in his flowing judicial robes
are not neuttal in the strike strug-
gles. They are merely part of the
whole army. of stooges and hirelings

of the American capitalist class,
trained fo beat down union men and
protect scabbing employees.

The  AFL rank and file had a good
look at their high-paid labor career-
ists who occupy the executive posi-
tions in their unions. Thé bungling,
the confusion, the lack of planning,
the indecision of these Jeaders did

"not ‘completély escape many of the

rank and file.

LABOR ACTION

LAST SUNDAY sca

breaking holiday. |
IN WASHINGTON, D. C, court

shackle labor’s organizations.

answer to police-escorted scabbing.

try run and have now made them

prices. Wage inereases WITHOUT

IN POLITICS!!

LEAFLET ISSUED BY THE WORKERS PARTY
DURING THE OAKLAND GENERAL STRIKE

The following leaflet was distributed by the Oakiand Branch of the
Workers Party during the recent general sirike in that city: '
ing truck’ drivers from Los Angeles were given
the protection of half of Oakland's police force to pass through the
picket lines at Kahn's and Hastings' stores. The ‘profiteering Retail
Merchants Association wants to turn the Christmas season into a strike-

jail sentences confronts the striking miners. Oakland newspapers and
the national press are speaking for big business when they misrepre-
sent the just demands of the working people and call for an “open
shop,” strike-breaking, union-busting campaign. Yesterday  Congress
lifted the lid on skyrocketing prices and TODAY they are planning to

OAKLAND LABOR! CLOSE UP RANKS!! The AFL general walkout
in sympathy with the striking department store clerks is the proper

of the power of the working people, who make all the wheels of indus-

has captured the attention of the entire country.

IN ORDER TO MAKE THESE ACTIONS EFFECTIVE, Qakland
labor and the whole labor movement negd:

LABOR UNITY: Labor's solidarity is making this general strike
effective. Only the fighting unity of all workers—AFL, CIO and inde- °
pendent unions—can halt the union-busting drive.

ESCALATOR WAGE CONTRACTS: Keep wages pegged to zooming

INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY: Republican-Democratic reagtion
can be defeated by a political party based on 15 million organized
workers. Replace Taft and Knowland, Bilbo and Rankin with WORK-
ER-REPRESENTATIVES. PUT AN END TO COMPANY-UNIONISM

i
injunctions and fines, the threat of

This is a magnificent demonstration

stop. Like the MINERS' STRIKE, it

price increases.

Workers Party, Oakland Branch.

Newark AVC Meeting Reveals
Confusion in Handling-Problems

"By JACK WEBB

Two important issues were dis-
cussed at the December 2 meeting
of the American Veterans Commit-
{ee, Chapter No. 1, in Newark, each
one indicating considerable confusion
over contemporaty problems in the
liberal wing of the AVC. This meet-
ing discussed the miners’ sirike and
a resolution against “communism,”
presented by the National Planning
Committee. -

The discussion had its good and bad
sides: a resolution supporting the
coal miners was adopted and the
“anti-communist” resolution was de-
feated. But the method by which
these decisions were reached hardly
served to give the membership any
real clarity and understanding.

The resolution on the coal miners
did separate the more militant mem-
bers from the conservative elements
in the local. But even here the dis-
cussion revealed the timidity of the
militant elements.  They sought to
avoid calling the miners' strike, a
strike. Some accepted in part, with-
out understanding it, Lewis’ ex-
planation: “No contract, no work.”
But others did mot want te call it
a sirike because of the “you can't
strike against the ~government”
propaganda. This way they supported
the miners but not a strike against
the government! s

The “liberals” in the chapter did
not show great interest in the eco-

fune of “Darling Clementine.”

. the second lieutenant. vl

for that jerk buying a dollar tie.”

strikers.

Councilmen are super-finks.” . ..

OAKI.AN-D STRIKE SIDELIGHTS...

The workers picketed on roller skates, they danced and sang. It was
a people’s holiday, a holiday won by workers' action. If the effective-
ness of their strike made the workers feel gay, it made Mayor Warren
Beach and his comic-opera “Citizens Emergency Committee” look very
.sad. But the scabs trapped inside Kahn’s were thé glummest of them all

L ]

Pickets stationed themselves early in the morning at the Tribune
Tower. The Tribune had not missed publication a single day in eighty-
six years. Now this mouthpiece for big business was shut down by pa-
rading workers, who were singing “I'm a Picket, I'm a Picket” to the

_~ An Army recruiting truck cruised around the area. The second lieu-
tenant at the megaphone made some dercgatory remarks about the
pickets, Immediately from the strikers’ ranks came sailors ahd soldiers
wearing overseas ribbons. Led by a tough-looking former top sergeant,
they marched in formation down the street, shouting “We fought this
war overseas, not in a recruiting truck.” Nothing more was heard from

‘e
A police sergeant, asked to protect someone trying to crash through
the picket line, was heard to remark, “I'm not going to risk my neck

The pickets displayed an extremely intelligent attitude toward the
photographers of the capitalist press. Knowing full well that the latter
were instructed to look for pictures of violence, even if it was merely a
case of someone losing a button off his coat, the pickets insisted that
their peaceful picket lines be photographed. The photographer rarely
managed to' get away with shots that could be used to slander the

L ]
Memorable quotes from the mass strike meeting:
James Marshall, president, Teamsters Local 70: “If the police are
going to protect the scabs, who is going to protect the police?™
Harry Lund_berg, secretary-treasurer of the Sailors Union of the Pa-
cific: “The scabs from Los Angeles are just average finks; but the City

nomic and social conditions of the
miners, and opposed even consider-
ing such questions.

The defense of the miners, as ex-
pressed in the resolution. and discus-
sion, was primarily leg'\él’and techni-
cal. As far as it went, it was good
enough, for it cited: the right to
strike, the fact that the government
does not “own” the mines; and that
injunctions had been outlawed by
previous legislation, While it was not
an all-out support, the action of the
chapter was indeed a promising and
hopeful one. 4

THE “ANTI-STALINIST" DRIVE

The “anti - Stalinist” resolution,
which had aspects of an “anti-Red”
declaration, was hotly debated. Most
of the arguments revolved around
legal status and rights. The National
Planning Committee policy on this
question is similar to “anti-red" res-
olutions introduced in unions and it
was tinged with a little red-baiting.
The leaders of the AVC reveal again
that they do not understand how to
fight Stalinism by program and mili-
tant policy. They allow the Stalinists
to take the initiative in the AVC, and
the latter, by their experience and
well-organized caucus, are pretty well
abile to control some of the leading
chapters of the organization.

Naturally, the defense made of
themselves by the Stalinists was not
based on ideas or program either.
If it had been, the Stalinists would
have been shown up as a pretty shab-
by gang. Yet the tactic pursued by
the NPC compels all militants to op-
pose their resolution. Even some of
the bureaucratic - minded office seek-
ers opposed the resolution, prefer-
ring to settle such a question behind
the scenes. .

As a result of the NPC policy,
which raised the problem of demo-
cratic rights, no real exposure of the
Stalinists can take place. Instead, it
lays the basis for some real red-bait-
ing against the genuine socialist, rad-
ical and militant elements who are
themselves consciously anti-Stalinist.
The defeat of the resolution was not
a defense of the Stalinists in the
AVC as much as it was a rejection
of the policy of the leadership, which
can only play into the hands of the
CP. That is why the resolution lest
by a 3-to-1 vote.

Some comic relief was offered in
the above discussion when, after a

. little- goading, one of the “liberals”

announced his membership in the
Communist Party. He did this not so
much to defend Stalin’s foreign pol-
icy as to prove that he was not a dis-
rupter and that Stalinists did not
give the “kiss of death” to liberal

. organizations. But when he declared

that the CP had never broken a
strike, remarks from the floor ex-
pressing disbelief completely disori-
ented the speaker and he gave it up
as.a bad job.

[

The international lamp cartel, headed by General
Electric Co., one of the Morgan properties, has purpose-
ly lowered the quality of light bulbs and shortened their
life, in order to sell more bulbs and make biggei- profits.
This diselosure is made by the Twentieth Century Fund,

which quotes from some interesting correspordence. One
General Electric executive, for instance, wrote to an-
other, saying: “The constant process of reduction of
lamp life that we have been carrying on has kept the
volume of business up.”. .. .

In a memorandum from a G. E. engineer to another
official, it is stated: "Two or three years ago we proposed
a reduction in the life of flashlight lamps from the old
basis, en which one lamp was supposed %o outlast three
batteries, to @ point where the lamp and qne bgotfery
would haove about the same life. The battery manufac-
turers went part way with us on this and accepted lamps
of two battery lives instead of three. We have been con-
tinuing our efforts o bring about the one battery life
lamps. If this were done, it would increase oyr flashlight
business about 60 per cent.”..." _

An electrician tells me that another trick of the
lamp trust is to market Christmas tree lights, bunched
in eights in such a way as to guarantee that the lamps
will be ruined in one season, thus making it necessary
to purchase a new light string. One way to get around

_ this trick is to string three or four more bulbs onto
your tree lights. All will last longer....

But to return to our theme: What do yeu think of
a social system whose rulers deliberately cheapen and
worsen their goods so that they will wear out, all to the
end that the profits may be larger? Short-lived lamp
bulbs, automobiles that will only last a few years,
houses that gape and settle before their occupants hard-
ly get in the door, shoddy woolens and clothing, shoes
that come apart in wet weather, adulterated foods and
drinks. The list of capitalist ‘crimes in this particular
category is endless. A 'socialist society would have no
such incentive for cheating and rooking the people. On
the contrary, it would have every reason to make every-
thing of top quality, with an abundance for everyone.

WHO OWNS GENERAL MOTORS? .

1t has come to our attention that the General Motors
Corporation is peddling a lot of pious balgney in its
house organs, addressed to its workers, cajeulated to
make them believe that that fortress of the du Ponts is
a “democratic” institutjon, because, don’t you see, its
stock is widely held. Everyone in the financial world
knows that G. M. is one of the du Pont enterprises.
Here is what the National Resources Committee study
of the “Structure of the American Economy” had to
say about this segment of America’s 60 Families, back
in 1939: '

"The du Pont group comprises only four companies,
three industrial and one bank, but they are alj in the top
rank with respect o size. Like the Rockefzllers, the du
Ponts exercise control through substaptial minority stock-
‘holdings. Theirs is a compact, closely knit group. The key
company is E. 1. du Pont de Nemours, which the du Ponts
contrel through a family holding company, the Christiana
Securities Co. The latter owns about 25 per cent of the
voting stock of E. I. du Pont de Nemours, which in turn
owns approximately the same proportionate interest in
‘General Motors Corporation. Du Ponts and du Pont rep-
resentatives dominate the management of both compa-
nies. The third industrial in this group is U. 5. Rubber Co.,
in which another du Pont family holding company, called
Rubber Securities Co., owns about 20 per gent voting
power. The du Pont bank is the National Bank of Detroit,
on the board of which sit five General Motors officials.”
Industrial assets of the du Pont group in 1939 were valued
at $2,232,000,000, but of course have grown considerably
since 1940.

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

By JACK RANGER

"NEW MONEY" FREFERRED $TOGK

On November 27 a nationwide group of investment
bankers, led by Morgan Stanley & Co. offered the larg-
est single “new mohey” preferred stock issue in the his-
tory of American finance—General Motors’ offering of
$100 million new preferred stock, at $100 a share. The
Wall Street Times reported that “Charitable funds and
banks purchasing for the account of trusts managed by
them will rank high on the list*of subscribers. Three of
New York's ‘Big Five' life insurance companies: will be
listed as buyers. Other probable buyers were said to in-
elude universities and schools.”...But never forget—
no matter how widely G. M. stock is held, control is still
tightly held by the du Ponts, who skim the cream off
for themselyes,

a

Chrysler Corporation has increased prices on its en-
tire car line, from $8 to $104. . . . Studebaker announced
increases ranging from $32 to $64. . . . Hudson Motor
Car Co. announced increases of $60-$90 on all ;modefs.
. . . Kaiser-Frazer has raised prices of its Kaiser
auto by $94 to $1,739, and of its Frazer car by $124 to
$1,919. . . . General Electric recently increased prices .
on its home appliances, without even a publie announce-
ment. It acknowledged the move only after word had
leaked through distributors. ' '

THE LANDLORD BREED

A Chicago landlord, writing in the November 29
Wall Street Journal, says he’s worried about the fact
that the “strike bug'” appears to have bitten some land-
lords. He was referring to the action taken by his fel-
low parasites in many parts of the country whereby
vacated apartments were held off the market. He sug-
gested a slicker way to cheat the homeless. The land-
lord, he writes, “should have enough common sense to
send the prospective tenant to the OPA rent control
office for written permission by the OPA to pay the
owner a reasonable increase (in rent). The OPA will
not grant the permission . . . but this denial by the
OPA will make a lot of GIs and other prospective ten-
ants very angry at the OPA. Landlords might try this
method which will prove very bitter to the OPA, but
will gain a great many friends for the owner.” . . .
And, he should have added, will still keep the vacated
apartment off the market, leaving tens of thousands of
GIs and other prospective tenants homeless.

NATIONALIZATION IN ENGLAND

From London come reports of sharp rises in the
prices of rail and highway transport shares following
publication of ‘the trangport nationalization terms of
the Labor Party government. All transportation in
England is due for nationalization on January 1, 1948,
The nationalization bill states that undertakings will be.
compensated for on the net value of shares, plus extra
compensation in some cases. That’s right up the alley
of the wealthy British owners, who have already earned

; many times their original’ investments. The fair way
would be to nationalize the railroads without a penny
of compensation to the owners. The Labor Party, in its
present condition, would never take such a radical step.

TWEEDLEDUM AND TWEEDLEDEE '
President Truman is vying with the Republican Party.
to see which can cut the federal budget deeper. The
joker for the people is that with/both'boss parties vigor-
ously supperting a progrom of Imperiatist expansipn, no
budget cut can be very deep. Truman conjgmplutj; a
budget of $37 billion for the 1948 fiscal year, with the

' Republicans talking of a $29 billion budget. Here are

some items that will not be cut by either pu_r-fy: Interest
on the national debt to the bankers, $5 billions; fax re-
funds to Big Business, $2 biltions; military, $10-12 billions;
general- government costs, about $1.9 billions; veterans'
benefits, about 7 billions. i

Race-Haters Demonstrate - -

(Continued from page 1)

As previously reported in LABOR
ACTION, the situation at the Air-
port Homes project grew out of the
“squatters movement” which took
possession of the homes there in the
name of “neighborhood boys” get-
ting preference over “outsiders.”

This movement was squashed, the
squatters moved out and the regu-
larly assigned veterans scheduled to
move  in. It became apparent that
the squatters had originally been in-
cited to their action by Democratic
Party politicians, anxious for votes
on the eve of elections early in No-
vember, and catering to prejudices
against Negroes moving in.

Last week, before the demonstra-
tions began, residents of the neigh-
borhood appeared in mass at City
Council, shouting their patriotism in
a phony effort to cover up their Jim
Crow, lynch temper. These people
were led by friends of Alderman
Michael P. Hogan and County Clerk
Michael Flynn, Kelly machine men,
The director of the Chicago Housing
Authority, whose timidity and wvacil-
lations on enforcing authority policy
on race housing has encouraged the
reactionary politicians and their fol-
I?wers. stated that the authority's
policy would be upheld at Airport
Homes.

Nevertheless, seven other Negro
families on the eligible list for homes
there, have decided against moving
there in spite of their desperate
need, because of the mob-spirit
prevalent and uncertainty as to what
will happen to them and their be-
longings when the present army of
cops on hand are withdrawn by
Kelly. )

AVC TAKES-ACTION -

The two Negro veterans who are
already in their homes are deter-
mined to stay there tonight, in spite
of the ugly mood of the mob outside.
Feeling in the Negro community on
the South Side, miles away from the
Airport Homes project, is running
high against the mob. If Kelly's cops
permit anything to happen to these

veterans, there is every indication '

that very grave consequences will
follow.

Michael Mann, secretary of the
Chicago CIO Council, has made state- .

ments that “housing should be for all ~ 4L

veterans" and the like. The CIO pol-
icy can be described as "mot going
out front" on this issue, but "staying
with other civic organizations” in the
libergl bloc of ministers-Negro fead-
ers-progressive organizations which is
demanding that Mayor Kelly provide
adequate police protection. To date
this policy has brought exactly noth-
ing in ferms of adequate protection
for those Negroes who are entitled to
housing in the project, much less to
the two Megroes now beseiged in
their dwellings.

REFRESHMENTS

LIVE MUSIC

There can be no solution to this
particular flare-up of race hatred or
to future reactionary displays, un-
less the UNIONS—, in the first
place, the CIO — come out boldly
with an appeal to their members liv-
ing in and around this neighbor-
hood. Toward this end, all genuine-
ly democratic elements in the lahor
movement must work with might
and main. The AVC has already be-
gun to take action by setting up
committees to support Negro rights
to housing in ‘this situation. '

ENTERTAINMENT

DOWN WITH The Old Year!

DROWN IT in Bubbles!
" UP THE REBELS!

AT CARAVAN HALL, 110 East 59¢h S+. _
NEW YEAR'S EVE, TUESDAY, December 31

9:30 PM. to ...

Advance tickets nvqlidhle at Workers Party City Center, 114 W. 14¢h S¢, ;

Price in advance $3.50 for a céuple

AWQN AT DOOR —$2.00 PER PERSON

Auspices: 'WORKERS PARTY, Lacal New Yark
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Inerease in Profits after Taxes of 50 companles, i 945-46
““Wm ’ I e R B i S
Atlantic Refining Co. $4,922,000 $572,000
Long-Bell Lumber Co. 1,562,904 266,211
Powdrell & Alexander \ 2,185,370 509,574
Maytag Company 2,067,609 488,546
“Sunshine Biscuits a,oza.sn 1,021,200
Food Falr Stores | | 2,937,535 | 747,343
Pacific Mills 4,648,000 1,256,000
American Weolen Co, 16,259,000 | 4,580,000
International Silver Co. [ 1,014,998% | 284,664*
National Container Corp. 3,330,140 ! 952,986
Park & Tilford 3,588,641 | 1,092,160
Republic Steel Corp. 5,039.071*  1,617,676*
United Biscuit Co. " . 3,004,388 | 985243
Youngstown Sheet & Tube 4,871,852 1,627,080
Electrelux Corporation 2,184,329 - 730,996
United States Steel - 33,329,353%  11,624,420*
Notional Tea Co. 1,877,556t 636400t
Mathieson Afkali Works 1,431,804 488,249
Marshall Field & Co. 10,132,033 3,594,763
Ward Baking Company 2,681,8848% | 959,220%
Continental Baking Co. 5,078,293 1,883,904
Heyden Chemical Corp. 2,218,391 834,353
Union m and Paper Corp. 3,643,599 | 1,472,957
~ | Gillette Safety Razor Co. 7,513,630 3,051,360

| Aniorican Viscose Corp. 8.179,612 3,475,321
Johns-Manville Corp. ) 2,310,466 1,038,867
Remington Rand, inc. . 5,770,505 2,630,842
Parmelee Transportation Co. 1,804,620 922,222
Staley Manufacturing Co. ' 3,339,547 | 1,785,625
Commonwaedlth & Southern:  27,289,233§  14,618,827%
Allegheny Ludium Steel | 4,559,139 2,500,866
Distillers Corp.-Seagrams  24,530,1 22§ 13,803,800§
Federated Dept. Storés 9,645,3875 . 5,581,755§ 72.8%
int. Business Machines 13,115,986 7,776,539
Commerciol Solvents Corp. . 3,008,669 1,789,838
Creameries of America, Inc. | 1,612,036 | 963,463
National Steel Corp. 13,941,320 8,910,673
$1. Regis Paper Co. | 3,914,052 [ 2,545448

- PuPont de Nemours & Co. 82,179,876 53,975,625
Harblson-Walker Re'tories - | 1,823,300 * 1,236,700
General Foods Corporation | 4,683,520 3,228,939
nmdumcm | 5,631,636 4,096,183
Infand Steel Co. - hd 9,900,773 | 7,228,617
me-lmnais Glass Co. 11,211,4555 | 8,291,777%
Pirtsburgh Plate Glass Co. 13,168,435 9,961,357
Texas Company 50,360,115 39028476
Mid-Continent Petroleum Co, = 7,662,872 | 5,966,581
National Biscult Co. ' 13,513,255 10,663,935
Hinde & Dauch PaperCo. | 1,101,426 .| 879,288
Standard Brands, Inc. . @ | 8821486 7,190,037
b 1 "

77.7% THEY CAN'T PAY

Deadlock in India Aggravated
By British Imperialist Intrigue

After a hasty trip to London by
the principle spok_esﬁlen of India’s
contending parties — the Congress
Party and the Moslem League—it
has again become clear j;hat the is-
sues at d_1s_pt_1__te_ .are .ingolvable by
present metheds...Nething was ac-

the Moslem League intends, at pres-
ent, to boycott its deliberations.
Since the British have just an-
nounced their unwillingness to ac-
cept ~any constitution they consider
unrepresentative, and since the 92
million. Moslems are clearly not rep-

..resented, we must.conclude that:the

complished #t'“London, ‘beyond an-"
other clear revelatlon on the part of

the British g'overmnent that it has
no intention whatever of leaving In-
dia at this time, nor, if it has a

say in the matter, at any time with-

in the predictable future. A British
statement, issued by Atlee’s Labor
Government Cabinet, plainly stated
that so long as the present Hindu-
Moslem conflict remains unsolved,
“His Majesty’'s government could
not, of course, contemplate . . . fore-
ing such a Constitution upon any un-
wilf.ing parts of the country.” Since
there is virtually no possibility of a
common agreement at the moment,
this is an ‘announcement of the in-
tention of British imperialism to re-
main in.tight possession of India.
Although the disputes between the
Hindu and Moslem leadership go
much deeper (see December issue of
The New International), the contro-
versy at London took place over the
question-of the rights of thé Moslem
eommunity within a federated India.
The Moslem League, fighting for a
separate Moslem state (Pakistan) is
anxious to so interpret matters as to
facilitate the breaking away of In-
dian majority - Moslem provinces
ircm any central government so that
hey can then re-group themselves
into a Pakistan-Moslem separatist
state. The British at London backed
up the Moslem League in this inter-
pretation of the agreement made be-
tween the recent British mission to
IEndia and the various parties. The

THE PRIME MINISTER

N

. problem of Trieste has been worked~

Congress Party, however, anxious to

have a centralized, allIndia govern-
ment, rejects this conceptiomr and
wishes to block any coneceivable road
to Pakistan. It is over this issue that
a .stalemate has occurred and the
conferees have gone back to India.

In the meantime, the so-called
Constituent Assembly is about to
open its first meeting in India. This
body, highly undemoeratic in its
composlt,mn and manner of election,
is allegedly to draft a mew Consti-
tution for India and then to make a
treaty regulating British relations
with a free, independent India.

For many reasons, this is a farei-
cal procedure and a meamngless As-
sembly. Not. merely. is. it unrepre-
sgntatwe of the Indlan people, but

work of-this Assembly is rejected in
advance by the British. Needless to
point out, this farce is quite desir-
able to the British—in fact, they
engineered it by switching to sup-
port of the Moslem League at the
convenient moment!

Furthermore, as has been ex-
plained by the Indian Trotskyists, this
Constituent Assembly is not a sover-
eign body with power over a sover-
eign, independent nation. 1t is a body
set up by the foreign rulers of a na-
tion in bondage and a body, in addi-
tion, whose powers have just beén
cut from under its feet. 1t has nothing
in common with a genuine Constituent

Major Powers Redivide Continent;

Assembly, freely elected by all the
people, and with real power to decide
issues. This Assembly is supposed to
make a regulatory treaty with the
British before its constitution or de-
cisions go into effect—that is, what-
ever it -decides is subject to the ap-
proval of the “fereign’ ruling "power,
and'its decisions can only have force
if that ruling power agrees to them!
What has this in common with inde-
pendence?

The London farce is now over and
the Indian dilemma returns to India
proper, where it belongs. None of the
present leaders or parties can find
a way out of a situation that only
the masses of people themselves can
resolve. Further, the absolute pre-
requisite for any solution is the un-
conditional and total withdrawal of
the British forces of occupation.
This, as we see, British imperialism
has no intention of doing. India re-
mains in bondage to imperialism.
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Business Profits Hit Record
High; Wage Levels Decline

By ALBERT.GATES

S THE American economy in
I a state of collapse? Have
profits dwindled to the vanish-
ing point? Are the workers
making too much money? Do
we now live in a state of eco-
nomic chaos?

If one were to accept as gos-
pel what the big business men
say and what their press
writes, or take seriously the
mutterings of the less-than-
learned politicians in Washing-
ton, the answer to the above
questions would be “Yes.”

All the propaganda which gushes
forth from these quarters in endless
quantity has a simple purpose: to
forestall and reject the just wage de-
mands of the union movement. The
old chestnut about the necessity of
increasing’ productivity before wages
can be hiked upwards is only an-
other way the capitalists have of
saying no to the wage earners.

The truth about the economic situ-
ation in, the country is in complete
conflict with the propaganda of big
business. The latest report of the
CIO in “Economic Outlook” bears
out what LABOR ACTION has been
saying for a long time:

Pre-war standards of produection,
wages and profits, were broken
swiftly by gains which began short-
ly before the war broke out in' Eu-

- rope and extended throug‘hout the

war years into the reconversion pe-
riod. The rea] picturé of the eco-
nomic situation shows that big busi-
ness is mzﬂ(ing greater profits than

ever before, based on the highest
levél of peacetime production yet ex-
perienced. In contrast, the share of
the wage earner in the national in-
come declined at the same time that
the cost of living has soared to new
heights.

The graphs which accompany this
article illustrate the precise relation-
ship which exists between the own-
ers of industry and the workers who
produce the goods of life. But there
is a section of the whole picture
which they do not show: bonuses,
speclal expenses, and high salaries,
that go -to the big businessmen and
which are not counted in the profits.
There is also a degree of distortion
in the graphs which depict national
income, for they include both wages
and low salaries along with proﬂts,
dividends, ete. In the latter are in-
cluded the incomes of company offi-
cials and their immediate subordi-
nates who do not fall into the cate-
gory of wage earners. Bearing such
factors in mind we are in a position
to describe the relationships between
the classes in this country which

grow out of the capitalist social or- -

ganization divided between those
who own the means of life and those
who produce the means of life.

We will begin with profits first,’

not only because this is the best in-
dicator of the state of things, but
also because it is on this score that
the profiteers wail the loudest. What
they describe as a calamitous situa-
tion for the owners of ecapital is
really a cover for the monstrous
profits they have made during the
war and are making now.

Profits before taxes are collected
show a rise from $5.3 billion in. the
1936-39 period to $25.9 billion ‘esti-
mated for 1947. These profits before
taxes merely show the huge portion

vl

( in billions’ O‘F dol |ors)

before taxes
after taxes I_

tor oration Profits, 1936~1947

947

Estimate

T

Total Income
Payments

Business
Income

NATIONAL |NCOME PAYM ENTS
1946 Increase over 1942- 45 Averagg

[ up 24% |

Dividends
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of production which goes exclusively
to the parasitic class in capltallsm
But in case the interjection is made
that the capitalists pay high taxes
we present the figures of profits aft-
er taxes have been paid to show that
they are just as exorbitant:

All Corporationse
1936-39—$ 3.9 Billions
1942-46—$ 9.5 Billions
1946 —$11.8 Billions (estimated)*
1947 —$16.1 Billions (estimated)

® Source: Dept. of Commerce. =
* Estimated on the basis of $185

_bllllon gross national product.

* Estimated on the basis of $185
billion gross national product.

The two figures described as esti-
mates are based on figures for the
greater part of 1946, as well as trends
in production and employment which
are indicated for the year 1947, It is
true that the figures, as Economic
Outlook points out, “fluctuate from
industry to industry.” Some may not
profit ‘as high as others because of
material shortages, or production
bottlenecks for which they are them-
selves responsible. In the auto and
electrical industries, for example,
the manufacturers have themselves
created conditions by their bungling
management to prevent full produc-
tion. But industry as a whole, espe-
cially those sections which overcame
or had no reconversion problems, are
enjoying “terrifically high profit re-
turns in 1946.”

Two important facts contributed
to these high profits and for both of

them industry must thank itg serv-

ants in Congress. First, excess prof-

(ECONOMIC GLTLOOR (10

its taxes were eliminated on January
1, 1946, Corporations which had un-
til then paid a maximum tax of 85
per cent on all income in excess of
exemptions, now pay 38 per cent.
They all received a five per cent re-
duction on their normal tax. Second,
congressional assistance in the form
of mutilating and finally ending all
price controls enabled big business to
pass on whatever wage increases
were granted to the public and in
general increased profits through the
rise in prices.

Thus, Economic OQutlook summar-
izes the profit situation saying: “The
estimated 1946 profits are 200 per

_cent higher than average profits in

1936-39 and about 25 per cent high-
er than the 1942-45 average of $9 5
billions.

“In all manufacturing corpora-
tions, 1946 profits, after taxes, will
be $7 billion, or $2 billion higher
than the 1942-45 dverage, and $4.5
bdtwn higher than the 1936-39 aver-
age.”

What else could John E. Steelman,
Director of the Office of Economie
Stabilization, say in knowledge of
the above Tacts except that “business
profits, after taxes, are at their
highest point in history.”

THE WORKERS' SHARE

But at the same time that profits
soar to new high levels, the workers
share of the total national income
has declined. In “1936-39 wage and
low-salary earners received 63.5 per
cent of the national income (wages,
salaries, business incomes, rents,
royalties, dividends and interest).

(Continued on page 6)

\ New Peace Treaﬂes Mangle the Face of Europé

By IRYING HOWE

The torturous and drawn-out ne-
gotiations among the “Big Three”
victors of the Second World War
seem to have come to a turning
point during the past week. A whole
series of new patch-work agreements.
have been reached, none of which
fundamentally solve any problem
but which apparently provide some
basis for collaboration among the
three imperialist powers—the U. 8.,
Britain and Russia—in the 1mmed1-
ate future.

In a few weeks, anmmnced the
meeting of foreign ministers, peace
treaties will be signed with a number
of the former minor Axis powers.
These treaties with the five satellite
Axis powers—Italy, Rumania, Bul-
garia, Hungary and Finland—pro-
vide, among other things, for the
following:

1) The most pressing and difficult

out on a basis which will probably
.prove, unsa.blsz‘,‘actory to-all concerned
but'which reptesents a horse- trading
agreement among the major impe-
rialist powers.«The Adriatic port of
Triéste and its immediate vicinity
will be taken from Italy—a tremen-
dous blow to that country’s imperial
aspirations—and made into a Free
Terfitory., The, United:Nations Se-
-curity Council will appoint a Trieste
Governor, with strong powers includ-
ing control of the police. There will
also be a popularly elected Legisla-
tive Assembly with: ill-defined pow-
ers. Qceupation troops — American,
British and Yugoslavian—will be
evacuated from the area “after the
Governor decides that they are no
longer needed.” (N. Y. Times—a pa-
per which not only prints “all the
news that’s fit to print” but also has
a highly developed sense of irony.)

‘EXPECT CONTINUED CONFLICT

It -should be noted that the Rus-
sians have won a considerable con-

cession in being allowed to impors. .

5,000 Yugqslaw troops into Yugo-

slavia, a prospect which does not fill
supporters of U. S. imperialism with

< delight.

The western imperialist powers
have won a victory, however, in the
granting of strong police powers to
the Trieste governor who will in all
probability be either a direct repre-

- sentative of their bloec or someone

from a small country amenable to
their pressure. Expected result: con-
tinued internal conflict in Trieste be-
tween the governor and his police)
defending Western imperialist inter-
ests against the Yugoslav troops,

who will of course be handpicked '

representatives of Tito (i.e., Stalin.)

In the meantime, it should be noted”

that mnot ome of those deciding
Trieste’s fate even consider—fantas-
tic notion that it seems to them!—
the idea of asking the people of
Trieste themselves what they wish;
of organizing a plebiscite to poll
them for their desires. For as in all
the other recent border changes, the
peoples involved are shifted without
comultatwﬂ

2) Reparations: Very steep repa-
rations have been exacted on the al-
ready bankrupt and disorganized
satellite - powers.
$100,000,000 to Russia; $125,000,000
to Yugoslavia; = $105,000,000 to
Greece; $25,000,000 to Ethiopia; and
$5,000,000 to Albania. Rumania is to
pay $300,000,000 to Russia and Hun-
gary is to pay $200,000,000 to Rus-
sia. If these reparations are ever
carried into practise, they can only
mean the further disorganization

.and destruction of European econ-

omy and the further debasement of
the already pitiful standard of liivng
of the workers and peasants of
southeastern Europe. -

3) A whole series of border revi-
sions—again this playing ‘fast and
loose with people without consulting
them on their own fate!—was de-
cided on. Rumania is to cede Buko-
vina and Bessarabm to Russia, but
‘since Stalin’s armies have already

mkg;;-;hg,ﬁg aveas the pact mere’iy

Italy is to pay-

confirms the reality. The Dodecanese
islands are granted to the ,Greek
Monarchy. Southern Dobruja, a strip
of land between Rumania and Bul-
garia, is ceded by the former to the
latter. The loss of the port and the
province of Petsamo, Finland, to
Russia — over which the Western
“democrats” once shed such piteous
tears—has been conﬁrmed. -

“FREE NAVIGATION"

And finally, the Big Three agreed
upon the “principle” of free naviga-
tion of the Danube, which has been
hailed as a victory for the Anglo-
Ameriean bloe. Just what that bloc
will be able to do with the “prin-
ciple,” however, so long as Russian
troops control the countries along
the Danube, remains to be seen,

* The agreements summarized above
elicited squeals of delight and heavy
“think pieces” on the part of news-
papef columnists, whose sole handi-
cap is that they have to write on sub-
jects of which they understand very
little, These columnist pundits—in
between trying to blow down the
walls of the miners union with their
rhetorical wind — have expressed
their delight at the new “reasonable”
attitude shown by the Russians. But
this “reasonable” attitude and the
“am:ty” shown among the Big Three
is nothihg more than a mutual
agreement that some sort of com-
promise of imperialist rulership
would have to be worked out. The
Russians made some concessions, as
did the U. S. and Britain; but all of
these maneuvers have meaning only
if understood in the context of the
fact that they are inter-imperialist
in nature, part of the shifting kalei-
doscope of big power domination and
that nowhere was there any genuine
democratic expression of people’s
sentiments or regards for people’s
needs. -

But more responsible voices among
the capitalist commentators — like
the managing editor of the N, ¥.

el

Times, Edwin James, in his Decem-
ber 8 article—warned against the
assumption that the rivalries among
the major powers had come to an
end. He pointed—and correctly so—
to the continued existence of numer-
ous sore spots: the major peace
treaties with Germany and Austria
(in Berlin a Stalinist appointed city
administration refused to make way

for an elected and anti-Stalinist ad-

PARIS, Nov. 26—With the announce-
ment that the Italian lire will prob-
ably be devalued shortly from 225 to
400 to the American dollar, the Ital-
ian worker is to be dealt another
heavy blow in his near-empty pocket.
He will need almost twice as many
lire to buy the same food he is buy-
ing today. Italy's trade position will
be improved temporarily compared
with other countries, at the expensé
of reducing the standard of living
of Italian labor. But in the long run
not monetary manipulation but pro-
duction of capital and consumption
goods is required to raise Italy from,
her present position of economic
prostration.

Despite all the optimistic talk
about imports and exports rising to
new highs by fall, the proposed de-
valuation indicates the inability of
the Italian ruling class to get produc-
tion started on any appreciable scale,
even with extensive UNRRA bolster-
ing and capital investment by the

© U. S. and Britain.

-

Unemployment increased to almost
3,000,000 by early November. The
black market in oil, as one example,
is so large -that only 16-20 per cent
of olive oil is collected by the state
amassing denters, while more than
80 per cent goes to the black market
and even for export. Rarely has a
ruling class so incapable of feeding
the overwhelmi_ng_ mass of workers

ministration); the state of near-civil
war in. Greece and the border clashes
between Greel wmonarchist troops
and Yugoslav troops; the question of
what attitude the UN is to assume
toward Spain, ete.’

For though there is no prospect of
immediate war—none of the major
imperialist powers is ready for it or
wants it yet—the conflicts between
them are sharp, severe and perma-

ever stayed in power for this long a
time.

This second loan since the Allies
seized Rome is being pushed with
the little energy at the state’s com-
mand in the hope that by stabilizing
the currency, prospects of getting a
$100,000,000 credit from the U. S. will
be improved.

nent and cannot be wiped out by
mere treaties or statements.-They
will continue to exist so long as the
spectres of capitalist imperialism
and Stalinist imperialism threaten
the future of this world; nothing
short of the abolition of these two
monsters can remove the threat of an

"eventual Third World War which en-

dangers the very future of the hu-
man race,

Lire Topples, Jobless Mount in Italy

Premier de Gasperi in opening the
new billion dollar loan drive admit-
ted that not more than 36 per cent
of state expenditures are covered by
receipts. The lire has tumbled to 649
to the U. S. dollar on Rome’s black
market, almost 300 per cent higher
than the official rate of 225 to the
dollar.

F

What is General Motors Up To?

Y

§ 3 : :
Several weeks ago, the General Motors Corporation floated a preferrea:
stock issue in Wall Street to the tune of $100,000,000. The event has caused a
great deal of diseussion”in financial circles because the GM monopoly is

known to be in 2 strong and solvent position. Why then should this powerful
corporation with immense resources find it necessary to sell stock in m'der

to obtain more cash reserves?

The answer was provided by the financiers of Wall Street and other pow-
erful institutions when they revealed that GM was ;*:etting aside this $100,-
000,000 fund for the purpose of smashing the United Automobile Workers,
CIO, when the UAW presents its néw wage demands. GM plans to sit tight,
grant the workers nothing, and starve the workers into submission. The GM
strategy must be met now with the united resistance of the union movement. :

Set your sights now, fellow workers!
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HENRY JUDD

The fight against the miners’ union and
John L. Lewis was pursued so vigorously

_that the capitalist preds and the “liberal”

commentators, the former consciously, the

" latter perhaps unconsciously, hardly men-

tioned the role of that greedy gang of

- profiteers known as coal operators. While

‘the miners’ union was engaged in a fight

~against government strikebreaking by in-
- junction, 'so that the whole struggle re-
~ volved about the relations of government

to a section’of the working class, beneath
this ‘outward appearance there remains

- the fundamental: struggle between the

miners and the coal operators.

The government originally took over
the mines when the unjon could not come
to terms with the operators. The oper-

" . ators refused to grant a decent wage in-

crease to the men, refused to -grant the
union’s demand for a welfare fund, and
refused to improve the safety conditions
in the mines. Then, the operators refused
to accept the agreement reached between
the government and.the union. The gov-
ernment took over the mines until such a
time that the mines could be turned back
to the mine owners.

~In  the ‘meantime, the operators, for
doing nothing, continued to get the profits

Y

'Mi‘nets Stnll '!'acé the Operators

from the back-breaking toil of the coal
miners. During the most crucial period of
the present negotiations, the operators,
hoping that the government would smash
the power of the union, still refused to
come fo any agreement with it. But for
all of that, they continued to get the gravy
from coal mining. So, in effect, they lost
nothing.

The daily yellow press, however, had
little or nothing to say about the oper-
ators. The liberal commentators who have
been yelling loudest at Lewis, also had
nothing to say about the coal operators.
Suddenly the whole. issue: became one of
the “sovereign rights of the government
to rule.” Actually what they were saying
was that the whole issue was whether the
government had the right to act as a
strikebreaking agency, using injunction
as the means of accomplishing that aim.
The labor movement, every section of it
and all its prominent leaders, no matter
what their differences with Lewis, realized
and rallied to the support of the miners’
union.

But once this fight is won, the miners
still have to meet and conquer the coal
operators. That issue has not been settled.

L]

The épa-nish Issue at the UN

Two resolutions are before the UN As-
sembly, dealing with the issue of Franco

- and his fascist Spanish government. One

has been put forward by Russia, the other
by the United States; both reflect the dif-

ferences in the respective foreign policies

of the world’s two major rivals.

The Russian position favors the break-
ing off of all diplomatic relations with
Franco’s dictatorship, followed by an eco-
nomic boycott that would unquestionably
topple the dictator. Their policy is a
“hard” one and is motivated by their be-
_lief that the Spanish Stalinists, in a Spain
freed from Franco, would become a pow-
erful force—perhaps the largest party—
and thus reinforce Russia’s general posi-
tion in the Mediterranean and Europe as
well. Russia has everything to gain by
pushing hard at Franco and forcing him
out and her rivals know this only too well.

America, backed by England, is thus
forced into the position of aiding and abet-
ting the apparent continuation of the
Franco dictatorship, embarrassing as this

is to their hypocritical pretense, of demo-
eratic world leadership, The - American
resolution proposes only a vague condem-
nation of the Franco régime, together with
barring it from all activities of the United
Nations, and a vague urging of the Span-
ish people to rid themselves .of Franco.
Senator Tom Connally, the Texas oratori-
cal windbag at the UN Assembly, an-
nounced that America will not go along
with any plans to break relations with
Spain or impose economic sanctions
against that country. So far as he’s con-
cerned, Franco is an embarrassing but

preferable “lesser evil” to any Stalinist -

Spanish government or ¢oalition.

Thus Spain and its people who have now
suffered for almost ten years under the
bloody Franco régime, are booted around

“ by the rival imperialists as one handles

a ragged and deflated football. As every
other country in Europe, it is drawn into
the basic rivalry between 'Russian and
American imperialism, Only the indepen-
dent initiative of the Spanish people them-
selves can break through this ring.
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During the recent trial of the Nazi
leaders at Nuremberg, a political
bombshell was thrown into the court-
when the defense attorney for the
Nazi diplomat, von Ribbentrop, an-
nounced that he intended to intro-
duce the text of secret clauses of the
Hitler-Stalin pact of 1939. The at-
torney, Dr. Alfred Seidl, was refused
permission to introduce this evidence
of the secret collusion between Hitler
and Stalin to divide eastern Europe
after the Stalinist prosecutor, Gen-
eral Rudenko, strenuously objected
to this evidence on the grounds that
“I do not attribute any importance
to it....” However, an affidavit of
the Nazi ambassador to Russia at
the time of the pact, Friedrich Gaus,
was accepted by the court.

Now the basic text of Gaus’ tes-
timony, as well as the text of the se-
cret pact, has .been made available
in this country. This material has
been cabled from Germany by Mel-
vin Lasky to the New Leader, Social-
Demoecratic paper, and appears in
the November 30, 1946 issue of ‘that
paper. Gaus’ affidavit makes fasein-
ating reading, He tells of the prepa-
rations made for the meeting be-
tween von Ribbentrop and Stalin;
how Hitler instructed Ribbentrop to
prepare a document for presentation
to the Russian government which
was replied to by the Kremlin with
“an affirmative answer” (Gaus’
words, as are the following quotes)
which “caused great rejoicing to Hit-
ler and his entourage.” (Apparently,
Hitler did not agree with those pro-
fessional Stalinist apologists who
saw the Hitler-Stalin pact as a blow
at... Hitler. He knew better.)

GAUS' TESTIMONY

How readily harmony was estab-
lished between the Nazis and Stalin
ig further described in Gaus’ affida-
vit describing the meeting between
Ribbentrop and Stalin in Moscow:
“Agreement on the text of the Ger-
man-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact
was reached promptly and without
difficulty. ...” After the formal sign-
ing of the paet—which provided the
green light to Hitler in the attack
on Poland — “refreshments were
served; a conversation developed
during which Herr von Ribbentrop
told how a public speech by Mr.
Stalin, which he made in the Spring,
had contained a sentence which,
though Germany was not expressly

 mentioned, had been understood by

Hitler as a hint on the hart of Stalin'.

that the Soviet Government consid-
ered it possible or desirable to estah-
lish better relations also with Ger-
many. J Y

My, Stalin answered by a short re-
mark which, according to the trans-

lation by the interpreter Pavow,
meant “That was the intention.” In
this connection Herr von Ribbentrop
also mentioned that Hitler had re-
cently shown to him a film of a pub-
lic ceremony in Moscow and that he,
Hitler, found this film and the Soviet
personalities shown in it ‘very lik-
able’ (sympathisch).”

When the evidence of the military
alliance between Hitler and Stalin
to carve up eastern Europe was first
presented at Nuremberg, the Stalin-
ist prosecutor squealed like a stuck
pig. Then he tried to minimize the

significance of .the revelation. The
American Stalinists have maintained
a deadly silence on the whole matter.
Nonetheless this material adds one
more bit of evidence to the already
damning indictment of counter-revo-
lutionary Stalinism—the accomplice
and partner of Hitler during the cru-
cial days of the early part of the war
in his imperialist adventures.

For the information of our read-
ers, we reprint, in an adjaeent col-
umn the text as printed in The New
Leader on the secret clauses of the
Hitler-Stalin pact.

Secret Provisions of Hitler-Stalin Pact

fidential conversation the problem

the northern frontier of Lithuania

recognize the interest of Lithuania

way of a friendly understanding,

terestedness in this area.

manner.

State becomes part of the sphere

‘Moscow,.September 28, 1939, .-

\

SECRET PROTOCOL OF AUGUST, 1939

On the occasion of the signing of the non-aggression treaty between
the German Reich and the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, the un-
dersigned representatives of the two parties discussed in a highly con-

of influence of either party in Eastern Europe.
This conversation has the following result:

1—In the case of a politico-territorial change in the territories bc-_
longing to the Baltic States—Finland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania—

the spheres of interest between Germany and the USSR. Both parties

2—In the case of a politico-territorial change in the territories be-
longing to the Polish state, the spheres of interest between Germany
and the USSR shall be divided approximately following the line on the
rivers Narow, Vistula and San. The question as to whether the inter-
ests of both parties make it desirable to maintain an independent Pol-
ish state, and how the frontiers of this state should be fixed, can be
clarified in a final manner only in the course of further political de-
velopments. In any casé, both governments will solve this question by

3—With respect to Southeasterp Europe, the USSR emphasize their
interest in Bessarabia. Germany declares her complete political disin-

4—This protocol shall be treated by both parties in a strictly secret

ADDITIONAL SECRET PROTOCOL

Poin} I of the Secret Additional Protocol, signed on August 23, 1939,
is hereby modified to the effect that.the territory of the Lithuanian

Province of Lublin and parts of the Province of Warsaw become’ part
“of the sphere of interest of Germany (compare the map appended to
the Frontier and Friendship Treaty, signed today). As soon as the
Government of the USSR takes special measures on Lithuanian terri-
tory for the purpose of safeguarding its interests, the present German-
Lithuanian frontier shall be rectified for the purpose of a natural and
simple delimitation of the frontier by giving to Germany the Lithua-
nian territory southwest of the line drawn on the appended map.

It is further stipulated that the above mentioned measures by the
Soviet Union shall not result in any p_f"ejudice to the economic agree-
meents between Germany and Lithuania now in force.

For the German Government,

On behalf of the Government of the USSR,

of the demarcation of the spheres

shall form also the demarcation of

in the Wilno territory.

of interest of the USSR while the

J. RIBBENTROP.

V. MOLOTOV.
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LA PESTE BRUNE A PASSE PAR
LA, by Daniel Guérin. Les Edi-
tions Universelles, 104 pgs.

Reviewed by HENRY JUDD

This newly re-issued brochure of
La peste brune a passé par la . . .
(The Brown Pestilence Passed
There) is an eye-witness account of
the beginnings (1933) of the Nazi
régime by the French comrade
Daniel Guérin, well-known to Amer-
ican readers as the author of Fas-
cism and Big Business.

It is his account of a bieycle trip,
in May 1933, taken across Germany,
with stopovers in its prineipal cities,
at the very moment when Nazidom
had taken power and was fulfilling
the first brutal steps in its prelimi-
nary- consolidation of this power.
Guérin describes vividly his impres-
sions of the fascist fever, with all
its illusions and fantastic sides, that
raged in Germany at the nioment, as
well as the early effects of the tragic
defeat upon the ranks of the Ger-
man Communist and Social-Demo-
cratic party members. *

Originally published in 1933, this
re-issued edition contains the fresh-
ness not only of the impressions
made upon its author by the German
upheaval, but also the somewhat

naive and hopeful illusions held by
Guérin as to the lack of durability
.and ‘strength of German fascism.
But we must respect this honesty on
the author’s part, and his refusal to
yield to the temptation of retrospeec-
tive revision and evaluation. As
such, the pamphlet has both its value
and interest. Perhaps the most inter-
esting part is the section where
Guérin meets rank-and-file members
of the German Communist Party
who bitterly reject and criticize their
party leadership and reveal a far
greater understanding of what Hit-
ler's triumph meant to the German
movement than did the Moscow-
bound bureaucrats of the party.

Guérin’s work is at its best in ex-
plaining the mass character of the
Hitler movement and the sweep with
which it conquered the nation in
1933.

Fascism, explains Guérin, . . .
surged from the depths of the Ger-
“nan people. It is because it was ‘pop-

* ular’ that it proved irresistible, that

it swept everything aside, that the
workers’. parties—divided—could not
block its path, that old reactionary
and. feudal Germany had to, against
‘its will, give way to it.” A

the Governor in. the afternoon at

Moreover, the dregs of the popu-
lation found refuge in the Brown
Army. There it can bludgeon and
play with revolvers to its heart’s joy.
But behind it/ stands the peasant
mass, suffering from the low sales
prices obtained for its products or
its low wage scales; the entire mid-
dle class, decomposing, ruined by in-
flation, by the economic erisis, strug-
gling desperately against the compe-
tition of big business, against the

proletarianization that awaits it.’

And there are also large working
class layers whose nerves have been
shot due to hunger 'and idleness,
and above all, the youth—that fine
and poor German youth, without
bread, without work, without future,
gnawing its nails in impatience and
fever.”

For insight into the early period

of Hitlerism in power, ‘we do not -

hesitate to recommend Guérin’s bro-
chure. Unfortunately, it is accessible

at present only to those with a read-

ing knowledge of French. The LA-
BOR ACTION Service will be glad
to procure copies ($.75) for those
who desire this work. The Book
Service intends shortly to offer cur-
rent French political works to its
readers. Watch LABOR ACTION
for details.

TROTSKYISTS LEAD
CEYLON GENERAL STRIKE

A general strike took place in
Ceylon during the last weeks of Oc-
tober in sympathy with_those sec-
tions of the workers striking for
higher wages and the right to organ-
ize in trade unions,

According to reports in the Times ’

and the Manchester Guardian, the
strike was led by the Ceylon Trot-'
skyists. The Times stated:

“The so-called Trotskyists who or-
ganized the strike also command road
transport, gas-works and hospital
services unions which are expected
to strike at any moment.”

On September 23, the ‘Manches-
ter Guardian reported the arrest of
Dr. Perera, a Trotskyist leader in
Ceylon:

“The Ceylon sirike leader, Dr. N.
M. Perera, was arrested at dawn to-
day and later released. A deputation
of strikers received by the Governor
refused to come to terms without
Dr. Perera’s attendance.

“Another conference was held _ﬁtith

which Dr. Perera was present but
the strike situation remained un-
changed.”

The bulk of the strikers were em-
ployed at government-owned estab-
lishments, railways, postal and elec-
trical undertakings. The railway and
‘electrical workers who came out on
strike were joined by 3,000 harbor
workers, and they were joined by
thousands of workers in essential
government departments.

The fact that the strike developed
into a general strike is an indication
of the tremendous militant mood de-
veloping among all sections of the
Ceylonese working class. A very im-
portant factor that betokens the like-
ly success of the strike is the uncom-
promising leadership of the Ceylon
Trotskyists, which, unlike the re-
formist traitors at the head of the
trade unions, will not capitulate to
the government or sell the workers
out.

There are in Ceylon two Trotskyist
parties, the Bolshevik Leninist Party
of India (Ceylon Unit), official sec-.
tion of the Fourth International, and
the Lanka Sama Samaj Party, of
which Dr. Perera is a member. Fu-
sion negotiations have begun be-
tween the two organizations.—From
the British Socialist Appeal, Novem-
ber, 1946. '
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A Gl Dad Talks to Sonny

A GI dad and his young son go a few fast
rounds over U, S. foreign policy in Germany:

SONNY: Daddy, can I.be a moron when I
grow up? :

DADDY: Of course not. What do you want to

* ‘do—run for Congress?.

SONNY: You shouldn’t talk like that in front
of your son, Daddy. I'm at a very impressionable

DADDY: And T'll trouble you not to sandbag
your father with such leading questions. The last

" time I took one of these socrotie strolls with you

I wound up reading LABOR ACTION.
SONNY: Where does it hurt wotst, daddy?
DADDY: That will be about enough from-the

post World War II generation. Now tell me—why
do you want to be a moron when you grow up?

ON THE MEADER REPORT

SONNY: Because the more I think about the
people who run this world, the more I read about
what they do, the crazier they seem. Better to be a
moron—and be happy.

DADDY: But when you’re a moron there’s al-
ways the risk of becoming a southern senator or
a three-star general. . :

SONNY: Yes, I know, but that’s one of the
occupational hazards of the moron’s life which
you have to accept.

DADDY: But what has prompted these cyni-
cal observations?

SONNY : I've recently been reading excerpts

from the Meader report on conditions among our
occupation forces in Germany. It bristles with
anti-Jewish, anti-Negro, and anti-enlisted man
prejudice and rails against some of the unsavory
aspects of our rule of Germany: officers who pos-
sess eight personal servants, engage in white
slavery, buy hotels with black market profits,
“burgermeisters threatened and beaten, civilian
police disarmed and beaten with their own weap-
ons, women being publicly molested, and civilians
being stopped at night by soldiers who examine
their passes, then calmly slug them senseless.”
The report concludes with some recommendations
which it hopes will remedy the situation.

Now, daddy, I've a simple solution which will~

really end all these abuses once and for all.

DADDY: What’s that?

SONNY: Withdraw all our occupation forces
from Germany! !

D{&DDY: But you know what the answer to
that is: Germany has to be punished and policed’
for starting the:war. !

SONNY: But if that’s so, why did the army
officially just end the Hate-the-German program
among our troops? If the German people really
were guilty of starting the war, they should .be

* treated with contempt and loathing. )

DADDY: Well, it seems that the capitalists
have found out that the-Germans aren’t so bad
after all. The real danger is the Russians. That's

why we're beginning to mobilize the Germans
against Russia. :

“YOUR LOGIC IS FORMIDABLE"

SQNNY: But isn’t that Hitler’s program of
creating a bulwark in Eastern Europe against
bolshevism?

D{&DDY: Your logie, as my friends from the
maquis used to say, is formidable.

) SONNY: And so.the Russians, our dearest
fI:l&l’ldS of yesterday, ate now our deadliest ene-
mies?

DADDY: I drop my eyes in pretty confusion.

SO_NNY:And the coming war, unlike the last
one, will no doubt be a-genuine war for democracy
against the totalitarianism of our former allies?

D_ADDY: Anyone who doubts that must be a
Russian agent. c

SONNY: Doesn,t it all gebT lit
you, daddy? - a little crazy to

DADDY: It certainly does...yes...yes..
Say, go over that moron
again, will you?

philosophy of yours
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Senator Bilbo: Portrait of a Dixie Dem ag

By C. T. HOLLOCHER

WO weeks ago, the Senate Cam-

paign Investigating Committee
went to the state of Mississippi to
investigate charges that Senator
Theodore Bilbo had incited the white
population to violence against Ne-
groes attempting to vote. The inves-
tigation came on the heels of a de-.
mand that Bilbo be barred from the
Senate on the ground that his elec-.
tion, won by a bare majority of 3,800,
votes, was illegal, since it deprived
qualified voters from voting.

The Senate committee really visit-
ed two Mississippis—the Mississippi
of the brave Negroes who endangered
their lives by ftestifying; and the
Mississippi of Bilbo and the white

T, ./ Officials of the state who conspired to

ﬁepnve the Negroes of their vote.
The first group, impoverished and ex-

i

South? At least, so the bigoted and
reactionary Southerner thinks.

The Senate investigation of Bilbo
in Mississippi could not be anything
but a farce. Think of it: the chair-
man of the committee is Jim Crow
Senator Ellender of Louisiana. On the
committee of five, there is Senator
Maybank of South Carolina and.
Thomas of Oklahoma, also “magno-
lia-minded.” The two Republicans on
the committee, Bridges and Hicken-
looper, did nothing to recommend
themselves as persons capable of an
honest investigation of a corrupt and
venal colleague.

Chairman Ellender, as PM pointed
out, was “storming at his committee's
own witnesses, sometimes at his own
counsel, in general working harder
for Bilbo than all of Bilbo's own
large staff of attorneys. He was sim-

back to town.

*'Ihis Negro Was Lucky...”

We print below an editorial which appeared in the Jackson, Miss,,
"Daily News of December 3 which comments on the testimony at the
Bilbo hearing at which Richard E. Daniel, a 22-year-old Negro, said he
was whipped for trying to register as a voter in Gulfport, Miss. We re-
frain from comment; as an expression of the wretched bigotry and race-
hatred of the Southern cracker type, this editorial speaks for itself.

“The Bilbo hearing is not without its humorous aspects.

“At the opening hearing, a star witness for the prosecution was a
Negro who testified that shortly after he had wvisited the county court
house and tried to register, four white men took him out in the country
about three miles from town and gave him a good whipping.

“When asked by a Senator what hdppened after the whipping, the
darky said the white folks put him in the car again and brought him

“And that, even the Senators forming the investigation committee,
must admit, was mighty kind and considerate.

“Travel congestion being what if is, and has been for some time, the
Negro was lucky to get a ride back to town.

“If the white folks had cherished any ill feelings in the matter they
might have left the darky to make his way back by foot.”

ploited by its overseers, lives in ter-
ror and fear; the other group rules
the state, lives off its revenues, and
represents the interests of its indus-
trialists, financiers and plantation
owWners.

This latter group does not differ
substantially from. the political ma-
chines which rule other Southern
states, except perhaps that it is
poorer, mbre corrupt and more stu-
pid. But its..poverty, corruption and
stupidity are the products of two
things: the extreme poverty of the
state and the existence of a Negro
majority which creates a deep fear
in an insecure ruling group.

TRADITION-BOUND RACISM

The political gang which rules the

- state, and the ruling class elements
which foster it, are tradition-bound.
Decades of indoctrination with racist
theories which had their origin in
slavery continue to dominate the
minds of the majority of the white
population. No force in the South
has been able to combat it. What is
worse, the weight of the racist Demo-
cratic Party in Washington has been
so great as to help perpetuate.the
system. The hypocrisies of the North
are held up in the South as justifica-
tion for their own racism. When the
capital city of the nation is a Jim
Crow town, how can one attack the
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ply telling his own people back home
to forget this, he wds no ‘n_r lover,
and wouldin't they please remember
that he hadn’t wanted to come down
to Jackson in the first place.”

The committee went into the state
to examine election officials on pro-
cedures they used to prevent Negroes
from voting and to establish a con-
nection between their efforts and the
campaign speeches of Bilbo. But the
not-too-willirgg committee, according
to. the New York Times, found. “a
solid front of white municipal offi-
cials resisted efforts...to connect
specific violations of Negroes’ -eivil
rights with Senator Theodore G. Bil-
bo’s campaign speeches last spring.”

COURAGE OF THE NEGROES

Much to the surprise of the Senate
committee and the Bilbo machine, the
Negroes did turn out to testify. Prior
to the hearing, the belief was wide-
spread that the terror of Bilbo's ma-
chine had done its job too well. But
when the hearings opened more than
200 Negroes were present! This in
itself is a tremendous fact, for these
Negroes were doing a brave thing to
speak out. All of them knew that
they may expect reprisals, but they
came anyway.

But one would beinaive indeed to
think that the Senate will disqualify
Bilbo because he violated the con-
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stitutional rights of the Negro voters.
He may be barred for taking bribes
from war contracting companies; but
it is not likely that his conduct of
the elections will give courage to his
senatorial colleagues to keep his seat
from him. It is not only a question of
“senatorial courtesy,” of “a $15,000 a
year job"” of which senators are loathe
to deprive a colleague. It is the fear
that any action they might take
would have an explosive effect on

‘the South. For what has happened

in Mississippi is largely true of the
South as a whole.

There is Case No. 1, of Clifford R.
Fields, Circuit Court registrar of
Natchez County. The following is a
portion of his testimony:

FIELDS: We want the white pri-
mary—and anything to make it a lit-
tle harder for the colored man to
vote. ... When they first started com-
ing in:they came without having twe
poll tax receipts. It just meant clut-
tering up the books with a lot of
names of people whe would not be
eligible to vote.

CHAIRMAN ELLENDER: Did you
apply the same restrictions to white
people?

FIELDS: No, because I'knew white
people would eventually become
qualified.

QUESTION: What other restric-
tions did you placg on colored peo-
ple trying to register in contrast to
whites, other than producing poll tax
receipts?

ANSWER: The only other thing I
did was to ask them to read sections
of the constitution of the state of
Mississippi where it explains the re-
election of the Governor of Missis-
sippi. I did not require it of whites,
but did of colored.

QUESTION: You made it harder
for colored people than whites, true?

ANSWER: Yes.

This method of disqualifying Negro
voters by asking a lot of obscure
questions is not a new one. ‘As if
there were any doubt about it, Bilbo
himself declared: “The circuit clerks
are under oath...and if there is a
single man or woman serving in this

important office who cannot think up
guestions enough disqualifying unde-
sirables, then write Bilbo or any
good lawyer and there are a few
hundred good questions which can be
furnished.”

HOW DRUNK TO GET ARRESTED?

Case No, 2 relates to Richard E.
Daniel, Negro veteran, prevented

RACE BAITER

SENATOR BILBO

from voting by being arrested and
beaten up in jail by Robert L. Wil-
liams, 6-foot 8-inch Gulfport police-
man. Daniel's bloodstained clothes
were exhibited to the committee.
They showed that he was badly beat-
en while in jail But the giant thug
in policeman’s garb denied this, say-
ing “he had only slapped him two
or three times with his open hand.”
The cop stated that Daniel was drunk
and cursing in front of some women.
When the cop was asked how drunk
Daniel was, he answered:

“Well, he wasn't dog drunk; he was
just drunk enough to be arrested.”

Victor Bernstein, PM reporier, who
was in the corridors after Williams'
testimony, saw him together with
Forrest Jackson, Bilbo’s chief coun-
sel, and heard him ask: “‘How'd I

do, Mr. Jackson?’ And Jackson slap-
ped the policeman on the back and
answered: ‘Fine, Williams. You did
just fine.'”

Case No. 3 describes one device
employed by the slicker. politicians
of the state. Getting the consent of
Negroes not to vote in order to pre-

venk violence against them. This took _

place in Greenwood, where Mayor
Allan Saffold claimed the “best n_.rs
in the Delta.” @

“Fine bunch of darkies,”
Shelby Steele, insurance man. “No
place in Mississippi n._rs and whites
get along better.”

The leading whites in the town, in-
cluding the mayor and the above
Steele, called in two leading mem-
bers of the Negro community and
asked them to see to it that the Ne-
groes do not vote. The two Negroes
apparently did a good job because
not a single Negro voted in Green-
wood.

BILBO'S OWN TESTIMONY '

The low point of the hearings was
reached when Bilbo himself testi-
fied.: In the tradition of Dixie’s sen-
ators, Bilbo declared: “I'm the best
friend the n__rs got in the U. 8. Sen-
ate.” Translated into plain English,
this means: by keeping the Negro seg-
regated, employing diserimination
against him, barring him from voting
and making Jim Crow the law of the
South, we have saved him from the
violence which WE advocate.

The gist of Bilbo’s testimony was
that he did not urge “violence” to
keep the Negro from the polls. Con-
ceding that he urged the white pop-
ulation to “see the n'._rs the night be-
fore election,” he only meant that
they should use “persuasion” to keep
them from voting. When he urged
that CIO organizers should be “rode
out of town on a. rail—and tar and
feathered, too,” that did not mean to
use violence!:

Guided by his friend and fellow-
thinker, the impartial chairman of the
Senate Investigating Committee, Sen-
ator Ellender, Bilbo was brought

Ex-CPers Expose Stalinist
Party Role as Strikebreaker

By CARL DAVIS

In our article of last week, we
tried to show how the group of for-
mer members of the Communist
Party was completely confused on
the character of Stalinism and the
nature of the Communist Parties of
the world. Advocating a radical pol-
icy in the struggle for socialism now,
they at the same time demand the
construction of a genuine “Stalinist
Party” in the United States. They
point to the French and Italian Com-
munist Parties as examples for a
party in this country to follow. The
French and Italian parties, they say,
are making progress and are not iso-
lated from the masses; the American
is an isolated party. This is proof
that the American party is different
from its sister parties in the above
two countries.

But the NCP (New Committee for
Publications) is profoundly mis-
taken. The Communist Party of the
United States is a genuiné Stalinist

Party, in no principled way different
_from French or Italian. The advan-

tages of the latter are to be sought in
the deeper social crisis which exists
in those countries which enable the
perfidious, double-dealing policies of
the Stalinists there to exploit the
masses far better than in the United
States. The parties in France and
Italy are closer to Russia and there-
fore receive stronger support. The
proximity of Stalin’s army to their
countries enabled them to take ad-
vantage of and capitalize on its vie-
‘tories,

But those parties pursued the
same general line that the Commu-
nist Party followed in this country
which can be described as: class col-
laborationist, anti-working class,
counter-revolutionary. Wherever and
whenever the working classes of
France and Italy endeavored to
carry out a revolutionary struggle
that threatened the very existence of
capitalism in those countries, the
Communist Parties, on the basis of
their influence and strength, were
able to head them off.

ALL STALINIST PARTIES ARE ALIKE

In Italy as in France, the Com-
munist Parties repeatedly said that
they were not for a revolutionary
struggle today, that they did not con-
sider the fight for socialism to be the
perspective in our times. One need
only glance at the policies earried
out there for proof of this.

Both parties were against the seiz-
ure of the factories by the workers
and the establishment of soviets.

Both parties opposed the setting
up of a government by the workers
at a time when it was possible to de-
velop the revolutionary struggle of
the masses.

Both parties declared as their
aims the establishment of govern-
ments in collaboration with the capi-
talist parties.

Both parties have cautioned the

workers agamst engagmg m natmn-

wide strikes: and militant struggles
against their present unbearable liv-
ing conditions.

Both parties have participated in
rotten capitalist governments against
the best interests of the people.

In France, the Communist Party
collaborated \uj;h that would-be die-
tator dé Gaulle,
joined hands“with the. party of the
Catholic Center under Bidault’s lead-
ership.

In Italy, the Communist Party
first supported Badoglio then the
successive governments of capitalist
futility.

Th:s does not mean that the Stal-
inist parties of France and Italy are
not willing to take power in common
with other “left” parties, such as the
socialists—in order to share their be-
trayal of the working eclass. But in
seeking that kind of power, they are
primarily concerned with serving the
interests of Stalinist Russia at the
expense of the French and Italian
masses. Already, in both countries
they have acted as strikebreakers.

AN AMERICAN EXAMPLE

" Bulletin No. 1 of the NCP, for ex-
ample, in order to prove that the
Communist Party in this country is
reactionary and anti-socialist, cites a
directive of the party to a San Fran-
cisco branch to act'as strikebreakers
in the strike of Local 68 of the In-
ternational Association of Machin-
ists. We cannot vouch for the precise
character of the directive, but re-
print the letter of a member NCP
published. Its -authenticity ean be
judged by the fact that the CP pur-
sued a strikebreaking policy during
the war and continues to do so
against its opponents. The letter
says:

"With the strike of Local 68, 1AM,
together with the CIO machinists in
the East Bay area, the split began to
widen in CPUSA forces. After issuing
perfunctory approval of the strike de-
mands as ‘just' CP began to break
the strike. It issued leaflets and had
articles published in People's World
(CP paper on West Coast) openly ad-
vising the machinists that they
couldn’t win the sirike and urging
them to go back to work.

"The best CP branch here, made up
of machinists and having the best rep-
utation in the whole country, was di-
rected by CP to attack the strike
leaders as Trotskyite (which was a
damned lie, as usual) and to demand
d rank-and-file committee to lead a
back-to-work movement.

\'The reasons for all this were that

CP wanted the strike to fail. The CIO

leaders in this area, closely associ-
ated and interpenetrated with CP did

not want a victory in the strike. They"

feared a victory that would make the
machinists more influential and ex-
pose the 18 per cent sell-out in which
the warehousemen, a part of the
ILWU (Bridges' union), had ‘pio-
neered.' To' the state committee of

“Thereafter 'it.

CP, Dick Lyndon, presidéent of the

warchousémen, declared that a ma-
chinists' victory in the strike would be
a 'tragedy of the first magnitude.' In
the newspapers he called on workers
to break the picket lines.

“Naturally, the machinists' branch
would not go along with CP policy,
and so the branch was liquidated in
the usual smart way: at the end of a
meeting called for another purpose,
the liquidation of the branch was an-
nounced with a ruling: 'There will be

no discussion of this." Expulsions came

thick and fast. Comrades who refused
to hail the maritime setilement of
June 16, '46 as a victory were ex-
pelled. Walter Lambert, once state
CP trade union secretary, and Homer
Mulligan of ACA were also expelled
for opposing these actions.”

If NCPers think this is something
new in CP policy let them only re-
member the war years. Let them
remember how Bridges scabbed on
the strike of the Retail Clerks led
by Wolchok. Let them remember how
the CP trade union leaders spear-

headed the struggle for incentive.

pay, for the no-strike pledge and la-
bor - management committees. Let
them remember how the CP trade
union fractions acted like imperialist
watch-dogs in the labor movement,
If they recall these things they will,
upon examination of the sister CP’s
in Eutope discover that that is ex-
actly what they had done during the
war and immediate post-war period.

- BREAK WITH STALINISM

And, if NCPers want to understand
why, let them examine Russian for-
eign policy. They will then discover
that so long as Stalin’s alliance with
Anglo-American imperialism. was
solid, his parties in all other coun-
tries were on good behavior and saw
to it that the war economies of his
allies were unhindered and the
masses kept to the grindstone. Now,
however, that the war is over and
the enemy defeated, now that rela-
tions between the erstwhile allies
have deteriorated in their own con-
flict for world power, the CPs have
been given the word: you can go
ahead for a while, exploit the mili-
tancy of the working class, pretend
that you are revolutionary socialist
parties, embarrass your ruling gov-
ernments. I, Stalin, am showing my
rivals that I have allies in their own
countries and can make trouble for
them at home if necessary. And this
too, only to a-degree, because Stalin
is just as much opposed to the so-
cialist revolution and the power of

‘the workers as are the capitalist

powers whom he opposes.
Once NCPers begin to understand

‘this, they will begin to understand

the antics of Foster-Dennis and Com-
pany. They will then discover the
reason why there is not a great deal

added

to chose between them and Browder

whom they replaced. But for such an
-understanding they must break ‘with
Stalinism ltself

CSouTyEgN”
EHOCRAT

around to state his “philosophy.” He
consldered white people “better than
n_rs” To make it clearer he added:
“I believe in the superiority of the
white race over the black race. I
think we're better than they are.”

It seems superfluous to add any-
thing to this testimony. Here is the
self-portrait of bigotry and race
hatred; the self-portrait of ignorance
and fascist-like mentality. It is the

» portrait of a leading section of one
of the two dominant capitalist par-
ties in this country, as well as of a
dominant way of thinking which its

political leaderé spread both in the:
South and the North.

The enemy of labor, of the Negro

people, of all who despise discrimi- =

nation and race doctrines has told -

us what he believes. Now it is time
to answer with what we stand for:

complete racial and religious equal- i
ity; !
by the trade unions to achieve white "

and Negro labor solidarity and the -

socialist struggle to abolish the roots

of discrimination. Let the two alter-

natives stand for all to see and act
upon,

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

V. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans

-additional dependent.

year of service.

" IX. For Peace and Freedorn

ment

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out proﬁteemng and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees. ;

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
‘automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises.

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5000 annual minimum per family.

lll. Clear the Slums! Build Homes! ' "‘

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities.

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units. '

“For a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per cent on: 1
invested capital. For a $?5 000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
_lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
.T° be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control,

VI End Discrimination Against the Negro People
"For full ‘social; political ‘and economic equality for Negroes.
Vil. Open the Doors to the Jews

For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted ang homeless Jews of Europe. :

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigration
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

VIII. For Full Economic and Educational Opporiumﬂes for

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin-
gle veterans and $55 for married vetérans, plus $56 a week for each

2. For immediate grantmg of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own fu-
ture. For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of ocecupation. Bring the
American troops home. For an end to conscription.

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-

For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm- '
* ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo—'
‘cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

NEXT WEEK:

U. S. Imperialism in the Philippines’

1= McKenny, !ﬁinion and. the CP .

By Charles Stewart -

By Carl Davis

the organization of the South .
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A great deal of attention has been paid in this
column to political developments in -Austria be-
.cause they have now become the classical position
of imperialist exploitation and bureaucratic mis-
“management by the victorious Allies in post-war
Europe. Extraordinary corroboration is given this
statement by a dispatch appeating in The Nation
- of December 7, 1946 and written by G. E. R.
Gedye. We urgently recommend to-all of our read-
ers interested in an appraisal of the European
. debacle created by the Big Four occupation, that
‘they read this dispatch.

Gedye begins by painting the social disintegra-
tion of Austrian life since the Allies took over and
_divided that unhappy nation into four occupation
‘zones, each of them with separate and conflicting
~policies. The Viennese are living on a diet of 1200
calories a day, which is below a reasonable sub-
_sistence level and 300 less than even the Germans
have.

“In the last week-of October,” he writes, “all
- lroin services were suddenly suspended. . .. All
through last winter the authorities struggled to
restore gas for cooking; it is still only available
for a few hours daily....For three days in nine
every house, office and shop i3 to be deprived of
~eurrent from.seven a.m. to four p.m.; one never
: }mows when current will be cut off even after dark
.candles of course are -unprocurable...power
¢ sho’rtage i8 causing more factories to wa'rk part
time....”

‘THE CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE”

- The Austrian people are thoroughly rld of any
_.-ﬂlusmns they may have had about Allied “liber-
~ ation.” Gedye writes: “Now nobody believes the
- Allies are united in seeking ‘any goal; a really
. “free and independent Austria’ seems to be the last
~thing some of them desire....The real crisis in
Austria is one of confidence. The Austrians see no
reason to believe that the Allies either intend to
- help them to their feet or will allow them to re-
- butld the country out of their own resources.”
“Accordingly, the Austrian government — a
* coalition of Social-Democrats, Stalinists and the
. Catholic Volkspartei—declared its impotence at a
secret Parliament session and its readiness to ab-
_ dicate in favor of direct rule by the military occu-
b .patwns_. (It was after this statement that the

Austrian parliament passed a’resolution request-
ing immediate withdrawal of occupation troops—
excellent sentiments which it did nothing to put
Jinto action.)

Gedye has come mto possession of information
of some of the disclosures made by the cabinet at
the ‘secret session of parliament. They provide a
damning picture of what imperialist despoilment
by all the powers has meant to the people of
Austria. Apparently- hindered by censorship from
naming names: dmar:tly, Gedye writes by indireec-
tion but it requires no special wit to gather his
meaning. ~

He writes: “Austria is so short of all kinds of
textiles that the 'ordinary citizen can purchase no
clothing whatsoever. Yet for eighteen months one
of the Allies has been forcmg the government to
hand over from one province alone an average of
'100,000 yards of textiles monthly...by paying for
it in 'schillings requisitioned :from the National
Bank for ‘occupation needs’ or by even shadier
methods. Payment has never been made in foreign
currencies or goods.”

Gedye continites: “On October 22, General

~Korner, the Socialist burgomeister of V@.enm, an-

mumed ‘The Viennese can have only one pmr of
boots repmred iy twelve months; only one mw of
new boots will be available every five years.’ A
survey of Vienna school children showed that 13.7
per cent are entirely without shoes; 7.3 per cent
are kept from school by the lack of shoes. At the
same time one of the Allies takes from one factory
alone from 14,000 to 15,000 pairs a month of its
output of 20,000.. From one rayon factory one
Alled power has exported 500 toms of rayon,
enaugh to keep Austrian women in stoekings for
years.”

The coal crisis in Austria is due to similar out-
right imperialist looting. “One power” holds large
stocks of Austrian coal but refuses to sell it to
Austria at less than the world price—exactly
twice as much as the domestic price, above which
the Allied Commission forbids Austria to buy.
And of course the power which asks double the
domestic price participated in the decision to pro-
hibit Austria from buying at...more than the
domestie price. “For months one power has in-
sisted on the export of Austrian power to Ger-
many to feed factories there in which it is inter-
ested. One power, because it considers that an-

)

OCCUPATION

other is preventing it from obtaining for its zone
its due quantities of Austrian oil, holds back
Austrian coal and Austrian lwestock

VICTIMS OF OUTRIGHT 'lnlEVERY

The bureaucratic mismanagement, the confu-
sion resulting from four separate and conflicting
zones is endless. “The Viennese feel as baffled
and angry when the Americans are unwilling to
let UNRRA stores or Austrian livestock enter the
Rusgian zone as they do when the British hold
back Austrian steel in Syrin, the Russians hold
back Austrian oil in Zisterdorff, or the French
maulet them of the milk, cheese and butter of
Tyrol- s .’l i -

.

Here then are the fruits of victory and if any
of you wonder for what you spent years in pup-
tents and foxholes, read Gedye’s dlspatch The sit-
uation in Austria at the moment is so tragic and
desperate that “hunger strikes and demonstra-
tions may break out at any moment among the
enfeebled and despairing workers,”

In this situation, so politically explosive and
fluid, the position developed by the Workers Party
and expounded in previous issues of LABOR AC-
TION on the European situation'is partlcu]arly
relevant. We have said that one of the major ways
for the tiny isolated revolutionary groups of Eu-
rope to make contact with the masses was to be-

come the foremost chammons of national inde-'

pendence and liberation in those countries where
there remained the slightest degree of imperialist
oppression. Such slogans as “Drive Out the Im-
perlahst Occupations” are of tremendous signifi-
cance in a country like Austria today.

For everyone in-Austria can see that it is be-
ing robbed and wrecked by all of the occupation
powers and that no economic recovery of the
slightest kind is possible so long as this kind of
1mper1ahst domination eontinues. That is w‘hy it
is incumbent upon révolutionary soecialists in such
situations to take the lead in the democratic
struggle for national liberation, which means first
and foremost driving out the occupation leeches.
It means to make politics dependent upon the re-
ality of the Austrian situation described by
Gedye: “Austria is weary of all foreign armies;
it comsiders that they devour ils subatancc and
make self-government a mockery,...”—I, H.

: ly STANLEY GREY

._DETRQIT—The local weekly, The Wage Earnery
4 paper connected with the Association of Catho-
_llc Trade Unions and “dedicated to the ‘proposi-
ion that the teachings of Jesus Christ furnish the
nly sound basis for reform” has denounced the
miners strike as an “unwise strike” which “will
nfuriate public opinion -against-all .labor,” and
: "“g‘réa:tly increase the already high probability of
a major depression,”

-Bince opposition to the miners’ strike is di-
uted with a few words of sympathy for the suf-
ering miners, it is not surprising therefore that
his paper chastises the “obstinate operators” who
‘chose to let production be stopped rather than
ve in to perfectly legitimate demands....” To
upport the strike would be a “very ill-advised
- and unfortunate affair.” (editorial of Nov. 15)

ACTU ATTITUDE TO COAL STRIKE

This paper “for all who work for a living"”
roceeds to draw some very profound lessons from
he titanic struggle between the government and
he United Mine Workers. Paul Weber, a leading
ACTU man in Detroit and vice-president of the
Michigan CIO Couneil, in his column of November
9 draws the lesson that nationalization of the
neans of ‘production “ought never to be advanced
J labor’s solution” and has inherent in it “a very
reat tendency to become a police state.”

 Brother Weber's argument is the following:
‘The affair of John L. Lewis is another demon-
‘stration of the inadequacy of government owner-
ip' of basic industries us « solution to the prob-
) crea.ted by the mutual opposition of economic
sges.” Why!? Because “when the government
»s’tspn out of its role as arbiter of disputes between
;zdmduala or groups, m}d assumes a partisan role
2N ihe economic conflict, it leaves the post of ruler
(wcmt . when the government is the employer
1wl ﬁght of this kind gets under way, there is
o pjaw to go for a peaceful and face-saving de-

: The result? “The naked economic power of the
'mop is right up agalnst the naked police power
‘the state.” And since the state can’t back down
without an “impairment of sovereignty” ybu
ther have a erippling deadlock or the necessity
usmg brute force which is t.he beginning of the
m:l of democracy.

\And if “it is true that the status of govern-
ent operation of the soft coal mines is not the
uivalent of the ‘social ownership’ which the
ribus socialist sects are always talking about,”
en the government of a socialist state will be
aced with the same dilemma of opposing the en-
@ people s interest to the claims of a minority
ne union.

The central point of this argument is that the
roper role” of the state is to be “the guardian
‘the public interest” and act as “arbiter of dis-
utek between individuals or groups.” If this is
he “proper role” of the state, then the state has
ry improperly and consistently disregarded the
sks assigned to it by Weber. For if history
ows anything at all it demonstrates unambigu-
sly that the role of the state has been that of an
strument of that class in society which owns the
1eans of production which at present is the capl-
ahst class.

OI@ OF THE CAPITALIS'I‘ STATE

‘Sometimes it fulfills this role obllquely and
btly even when it is making concessions to the
orking class; sometimes it does it openly and un-
hamedly so that even The Wage Earner edi-
torial writers can witness it. For on the very same

‘Public Rooked” in which it is shown with proper
dlgnatlon that the state, whose role is to be the
uardian of the pubhc interest,” by means of
. earryback tax provisions, subsidized the re-
sta‘ncq of the big monopoly corporations in the

orkers in these crucial strikes that the state was
orant of its “proper role” and acted the part of
sorporation financier.

When the state intervenes in the coul mine
ute and ewerts its fa'rce ugamst the miners it

age as Weber’s column is an editorial labeled-

stiwave of big strikes. It is unfortunate for the’

i not ¢ product of a short- swhted haberdasher
not up on his “proper role”; it is the state realiz-
ing its function as an instrument of force wielded
against the labor movement in the interests of
monopoly of capitalism. That may be sad, it may
ruffle pious souls, but it is nevertheless the fact
and it is from the fact that we must begin. To
dream away  that fact and propose any tkso'ry
which sees the state as an “impartial” arbiter 18,
in practice, a theory which aids the caﬂtmued ex-
ploitation of the working elass.

The United States “ownership” of the mines
is simply a mockery of the idea of real socializa-
tion of the means of production. Anyone should
be capable of seeing through that flimsy legal fic-
tion. Thus Weber does admit that this ownership
is a “legal gesture”; in fact in an article two
weeks before he says “the incidental fact that the
mine case involves the government, rather than
management is of no significance.” If it is of NO
significance on Nov. 15, How can it be of such
significance on Nov. 29 as ‘to teach the lesson of
the “inadequacy of government ownership of the
basic industries”?

WHAT THE ACTU ATTITUDE COMES TO

For the struggle between the mine workers
and the government is merely an intensification
of the struggle between the mine workers and
the mine owners. When Weéber says that “a fron-
tal clash has been precipitated between the inter-
ests of the whole people and the interests of the
mine workers” and continues that “the govern-
ment's obhgatlons to the working class and to the
common good is obviously to keep the coal mines
open” he is playing into the hands of the strike
breakers.

The Workers Party and LABOR ACTION
support the miners' struggle against the mine
owners and their government. We identify the
“public interest” with the interests of the masses
.of workers who comprise' the majority of the

“public.” We say that the only durable solution
to the situation is the natwmlizatwn of the basic
industries,

Th® nationalization of the means of produe-
tion is a more rational medns of organizing pro-
duction and unleashing the powerful potential for
unlimited production of thdt inherent in modern
technology. For this to be!used in the. interests
of the workers, it is' indispensable that the. state
which does the planmng be ¢ontrolled by the work-
ing people, not as in England by the old capitalist
class dressed in denims, or as in Russia by a new
class of party officials and managerial bureaucrats
using socialist verbiage, !

Such a society organized and controlled by the
workers themselves, unfettered by the madneas of
corporate profit-making and the anarchy of capi-
talist planléssness will reléase such cascades of
goods that the old conflicts spawned by a society
of scarcity will be relics of a barbarous past.

The American Catholic Trade Unions (ACTU)
which publishes The Wage Earner is for the
preservation of capitalism. It is against the elimi-
nation of the minority of capitalists whose profit
self-interest mean-the wrack and ruin of civilized
society. Says Weber, “The real solution to this
problem of gigantic struggles between big busi-
ness and the new power of ‘big labor’ does not lie
in breaking the organization of either side and
thus leaving the victims helpless before the in-
creased power of the other side.” Such a noble
impartiality! Capital should not try to break la-
bor, and labor should not try to break capital. The
handful should not break the mllhons and the
millions should let the handful continue their
domination.

WHY DON'T THE BOYS GET TOGETHER?

Why don’t the boys just get together’*' “The
real solution must be found in bringing these big

ATHOLIC UNIONISTS AND THE

unions and big employer groups together in joint .

. cemmlttees, charged by law with the funection of
governing themselves and producing for the pub-
lic welfare.” It might be, however, ‘that the o
sides can’t get together, that: the conditions of
capitalist production are such as to force a per-

netuﬁl amlgsle between the. workers who ﬁght :Eor a3

MINE STRIKE

a decent standard of living and the capitalists
whose need for increased profits is antagomstm to
that fight. And this fight must end in a victory
of one side over the other. The only question’ that
remains then is “which side are you on?” The
Wage Earner's answer is “both” in theory, but
bas:cally the capitalist in practice.

The arguments of The Wage Earner are
worthy of comment because it is a paper with
some influence in Detroit and carries a certain
aura of real progressivism. Its constant railing
against “free enterprise” in favor of “industry
councils” which will “re-create the basic natural
partnership of capital and labor” makes it seem
to some as having a progressive, democratic hue.
No intelligent worker should be deceived by this
veneer of progressivism. Nothing can shield the
decisive fact that with respect to the erucial ques-
tion of our time, the need for the destruction of
the capitalist system, it is on the side of reaction.

Trail Blazers of Science!

. “War toys provide a 'healthy outlet for
children, Dr. Wladimir G. Eliasberg, child
psychiatrist and psychology professor at
Rutgers University, declared yesterday.

“Dr. Eliasberg participated in the first
discussion at the Toddlers Toy Institute
formed by Irving Shelton, toy manufactur-
er....

“The psychiatrist referred to those who
thmk war toys induce increased aggresslon
in youngsters as ‘lopsided crackpots. His
theory was that ‘the tendency toward ag-
gressiveness is actually given playful re-
lease’ through play with, toy tanks and
guns."”

New York Times, November 27, 1946.

Chicago Readers...

Don't Miss This...

We want all of our friends and
s_ympaihi:e_rs to join with us in
ringing out the old year and

bringing in the new. i

-

WE WILL HAVE:

REFRESHMENTS
; ' ENTERTAINMENT
DANCING

]

WORKERS PARTY
1501 W. MADISON ST.

(Watch Labor Action next wenk\u_

for exciting details)

#

‘Business Profits Hit New
High; Wages Decline - -

(Continued from page 3)

As a result of a redistribution of na-
tional income in favor of profits,
dividends, and interest, the actual
share of the wage earners and low
salaried employees rose during the
war years to 67.7 per cent and since
the war’s end declined to 62.6, below
the average of the years 1936-39,

Put in another way: total income
payments (wages, salaries, profits,
rents, royalties, dividends and inter-
est) rose 12 per cent during 1942-45
and ‘the first eight months of 19486,
wages and salaries advanced only six

. per cent., “Business income (prof-

its),” says Economic Outlook, “went
up 10 per cent; and ‘dividends and
interest, 24 per cent. While the CIO
calls for a more equitable distribu-
tion of the national income, its ap-
proach to this question is purely re-
formist. Much of it is pure pleading
to the tender mercies of the human
octopi who make up America’s rul-
ing class. But even in its own re-
view, the CIO is compelled to take
note of what is characteristic of the
capitalist social order. Economie
Outlook cites the experience of the
‘“prosperity period” of the 20’s. Be-
tween 1924 and 1929, for example,
manufacturing production rose by
almost 27 per cent. Productivity per
man hour rose 35 per cent. Yet,
“while production and produectivity
were on the increase, wages were al-
most frozen.” The total increase in
“average hourly earnings between

1924 and 1929 was only five per’

cent.,” At the same’time profits after
taxes increased 72 per cent from
$4.3 billion in 1924 to $7.4 billion in
1929. The present situation contains
elements that resemble the “pros-
perity period.”

COST OF LIVING RISES

But even more important than the
survey which relates the gm\wth of
profits to the decline in wages is the
real economic position of the over-
whelming majority of the people in
terms of the cost of living, i.e., the
income of the mass of people in com-
parison to the cost of goods neces-
sary to live.

In September of this year average
earnings for workers in manufactur-

Net Profits

Productivity

= 1924t 1929

m'cnu,‘Fac’curing indusfrie-_s

Production WAGES

ing industries were $45.10 a week.
This is $2 a week less than peak
earnings in 1945, but in terms of
purchasing power it is $8 less than
the 1945 peak. This figure, standing
by itself, however, does not really
portray what the average family in
this country faces. The Heller Com-
mittee of the University of Califor-
nia, which makes annual studies of

" minimum budgets for wage earnérs,

using as an average ‘a family of
four, reveals that the situation is in-
deed critical for many families, For
the’ year 1945, the peak year, the
Heller Committee estimated that a
minimum budget to attain a stand-
ard’of living providing “health and
decency” was $3,075. This included
$266 a year for taxes and $300 war
savings bonds, leaving $2509 yearly
for regular living expenses.

But for this year, the committee
points that the average family, to
achieve the above standards requires
a yearly income of $3,54582, or
$6B.19 a week. The committee arrives
at this figure by adding the 14 per
cent rise in the cost of living since
March, 1945, to its original ﬁguru.
plus $30.00 social se:urify payments
and another $219.60 for income' tax
payments. It should be repeated that
this estimated budget is for "mini-
mum health und decency.” But the

ECONOMIG GUTLOOK, CI0

average income of wage earners is
more than $1,000 below the minimum
requirements of the Heller budget!

As yet there has been no levelling
out of this situation. Wages for the
most part remain static, - though the
unions are now preparing a cam-
paign for new increases. The ‘cost of
living, however, continues to rise, In
general, the economy is still strong. °
There is-almost total employment
and a high level of production. The
total national income is very high,
but the share of the wage earners
and low salaried employes grows
smaller, while profits, interest and
dividend payments continue to in-
crease.

In this brief analysis, one sees the
working out of Marx’s prediction
about the increasing polarization of
wealth in modern capitalist society:
a smaller and smaller group of mo-
nopoly capitalists embrace a greater
and greater proportionate share of
the national wealth while a smaller
and smaller share of the total wealth
falls to the overwhelming majority
of the people. One needs only to tear
the veil from the propaganda of the
eap:talists to see how the system op-
erates in the interests of the monopo-
lists, to whom “free enterprise”
means the freedom to exploit and
rob the ma.jo_rity of the people.

Nation’s Teachers in Fight
To Increase Take-Home Pay

By JULIE FALK

National Secretary, SYL
The New York teachers’ demand

for a $1,050 annual raise is actually-

their rock bottom requirement for
keeping pace with the rising cost of
living.

In the past ten years teaching has
been reduced from a relatively well
paid profession to an underpaid and
overburdened drudge. A few perti-
nent facts:

Until December 1 the pay schedule
for teachérs was the same as it had
been in 1928. This, despite a rise of
50 per cent in the cost of living be-
tween 1939 and 1946 (according to
the latest conservative estimates of
the Bureau of Labor). Since'the first
of this month, teachers have received
a $250 annual raise in income but
this is pathetically small when com-
pared with their real wages which
have been almost halved.

An additional $3560 cost of living
bonus was granted but there arg two
hitches in this stat.lst:ca.lly impres-
sive gain. First, it is only a tem-
porary raise and not &n increase in

Women Still Lack
Rights in Italy
By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS Nov. 28 — Though Ifalian
women have received the right to
vote and participated for the first
time in spring elections in 1946, not
one single party has raised demands
for removal of ancient restrictions
on the economic and polltlcal lives
of women.

Through the efforts of the Union

of Italian Women, which grew out of
women ' participation in the partisan
movement, a “right to work” eclause
was inserted in the new Constitu-
tion. However limited and insufficient
the demand, it would not excite much
attention in Italy with its almost
3,000,000 unemployed except that
along with it, women are demanding
equal pay with men.

Italy is still so hidebound by Cath-
olic and fascist teachings about wom-
en bélonging in the home, that there
have been repeated strikes and pro-
tests by men workers, unemployed
and veterans against women working
in factories and offices.

For the first time in Italian his-
tory, a Signora Barcellona, now a
municipal counsellor in Milan, per-
formed a marriage ceremony this
month. Divorce of course! is impos-
sible under Catholic Chureh and
Italian state laws. While women can
be convicted of adultery solely on
suspicion of relations with other men,
the husband has fo be proved guilty

~of ‘long and.well known relations .
" with other women.

basic pay rates. Secondly, it must be
remembered that the 1928 pay sched-
ule worked on the assumption that
teachers would be tax exempt. In
1938, however, this exemption was
removed and teachers had to pay a
rising tax deduetion on a constant
salary. The $350 temporary bonus
therefore barely covers the tax-
sliced take home pay of the teachers.

The problems of students are in-

~ timately bound up with the economic

conditions of teachers. For low pay
cuts the efficiency of teachers and
lessens the attractiveness of the
teaching profession. As a direet re-
sult of the inadequate pay rates
there has been a steady deteriora-
tion in the quality of classes. The
shortage of teachers jin the school
system has led to a situation where
teachers are unable to pay individ-
ual attention, to their students. Dur-
ing the month of September alone
more than 'B00 teachers. left the
school system and no replacements
have'been made. The total annual re-
duction in teaching staff has been es-
timated at around 2,000 in New
York City alone. This decrease will
be greater proportionately in the
coming period unless something is
done to make more attractive the

pay scales of the teachmg profes—
sion., '

" In a recent three-year survey by
the National Council of Teachers of
English the low scholastic level of
students of English was attributed
to the overcrowded classrooms. Tt
was discovered that English teachers
were forced to handle as many as
220 students a day, assume a num-
ber of extra duties even though the
recommended mammum number of
students is 150 a day.

This fight, it should be added, is
being condncted not only by New
York teachers but also by teachers
throughout the rest of tHe country.
In a number of eities there have been
successful strikes by teachers—in
Minneapolis, for instance. In a num-
ber of other cities throughout the
country teachers are still on strike,
fighting for demands even more
modest than those sought by New
York teachers.

In view of these circumstances it
is the obligation of all high school
students and student organizations .
to ‘support the legitimate demands
of the teachers for pay rises. The
Socialist Youth League stands
square!y behind thelr demands.
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LABOR ACTION

lth fhe

M(RON

Write to Box 221 for information.

BALT IMORE

Headquarters: 21 W. Preston St.

Meetings of the Soclalist Youth
League are held every Friday at 8
p.m. Public forums are held the sec-
ond Friday of each month.

BUFFALO
HEADQUARTERS: 639 Main St.
Open meetings on Sunday evenings.

CHICAGO

R ACTION, 1501 W. Madison,

' 2nd floor, Chicago 7.

Telephone—CHEsapeake 5708
Office hours: 8-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept' Sundays. Tuesday and Wednes-

day -evenings.

On every Sunday evening at 7:30

d clock
chissic‘a for next four: weeks

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland;branch of the Work-
ers. Parly meets every.Thursday at
8:00 p.m. in Carnegle Hall, 1220 Huron
Road. :

The Cleveland branch of the Hoclal-
ist Youth League meets every Tues-
day—definite headquarters not vet es-
tablished.

Youth socials are held every Friday
or Saturday night.

' For further information write Ber-
nard Douglas, P. 0. Box 11%0), Sta. B,
Cleveland, Ohio.

DETROIT

Hendqu,arters. 3773 Gratiot (at Mt.
Ell!ott)

. LOS ANGELES

Haedquarters at 3161 W. Pico near
Qlive, Telep_hone RIchmond 7-3230.

Office hours: 12 to 3 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. on
Monday and. Friday.

LOUISVILLE

For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New' International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Louisville, Ky.

NEWARK

HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St.

OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6
p. m.; Wednesday—12 to 8 p. m.;
Saturday—3 te .4 p. m.

Forum — Friday, December 20th—
“The Struggle for Freedom in Po-
Iand"—Speaker, 8. Berg, Newark or-
ganizer, WP. 8:30 p.m. Questions; dis-
cussion: refreshments.. Admission: 10
cents. Auspices: Newark Branch, WP.

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open every day from 10
am. to 10:30 p.m. except. Saturday
until 6 p.m. .

Telephone: CHelsea . 2-9681.

You are welcome to attend all open

digcussion classes of Marxist -

L}

Branch meetings of the Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

“BRONX BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday at 8:15 pm. at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 Seventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106. .

CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor.

CHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. .

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m..at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West -.th St, third floor.

‘BROOKLYN BOROUGH  HALL
BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at

8:15 p.m. at the"Workers Party Head-
quarters 276 Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
‘NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday at 8§:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 568 Howard Ave. (nedar Pit-
kin Ave.).

SOCIALIS‘I’ YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
evéry. Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
Fulton St., second floor.

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
IST YOUTH LEAGUE and LADBOR
ACTION SCHOOL in New York City
please write or visit the Workers
Party City Center at 114 West 14th
St., third floor, or phone CHelsea
2-9681.

READING

For information regardmg the ac-
tivities and affairs of the Reading
Branch of the Workers Party ad-
dreas: P. O. Box 1671.

Regular class on the “Role of the
Party in the Fight for Sucl_a.lismf' ev-
ery Monday evening at 8:30,

PHILADELPHIA ‘

HEADQUARTERS: 1139 West Ger-
ard Avenue (3rd door).

WP branch mefts chnesda,y at’

8 p.m.

Socialist Youth Leaguc meets Fri-
day at 8§:00 p.m.
centsa.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San Francisco Bay Area DBranch
headquarters at 466 Tenth St. (corner
Tenth and Broadway), Room 208,
Oakland.? Forums on current prob-
lems every other Sunday at 8:15 p.m.
The next will be December 1.

SEATTLE

For information write to P. 0. Box
143, University Post Office, Seattle,
‘Wash.

For Inf-ormatmn of Workers Party
addresses and activities in cities not
listed abpve, write,to Workers Party,
4 Court Square. ‘Lcmg Tsland City 1.
.N. X,

In the December New International:

India’s Problems Analyzed

By ELEANOR MASON

Always a smoldering cauldron of
mass unrest, India has again cata-
pulted to the fore in the past several
months in a new ecrisis. Will Nehru’s
government be able to succeed where
all others have-failed? Does the com-
munal issue have a real basis in na-
tionalistic conflict, or is it merely a
fake created by British imperialism

" operating under its credo. of “divide

and rule”? Is Gandhi's program for
India’s masses a way out or a mirage
honeyed over with pious phraseol-
ogy? These questions are dealt with
in a series of three articles in the
December issue of The New Inter-
national.

“Politics of the Indian Bour-
geoisie,” by Suren Murarji, 'one of
the leaders of the Bolshevik-Lenin-
ists of India, analyzes Gandhi’s thir-
teen-point “Constructive Program.”
‘Under the banner of non-violence,
Gandhi formulates three main
points: communal goodwill, social
service and village reconstruction
through use of ancient village han-
dicrafts, in particular, the charkha,
or spinning wheel. With penetrating
comprehension of the relationship of
forces between the Indian bour-
geoisie and masses, Murarji shows
how Gandhi’s program, ostensibly
“all-Indian,” reflects only the needs
of the top layers in Indian society.

HINDU-MOSLEM STRUGGLE

The hearts of Hindu and Moslem
must be reconciled-in “unbreakable
heart unity,” says Gandhi, before the
communal issue can be solved. But if
communal strife is properly under-
stood as an expression of the more
basic class struggle, sanctimonious
words will not dispell it. The Gandhi
solution is an attempt to find a
means whereby the Hindu industrial
‘bourgeoisie and, the Moslem land-
lords- and princes can divide the
speils of imperialist patronage.

“The Hindu-Moslem struggle is...
a’ general struggle between rival
communities for social and economic
positions, within the iron-grip  of
British imperialism. It is a 7real
struggle . . . despite the undeniable
factor of British imperialism and its
deliberate stimulation of conflict be-
tween these two groups.” This is the
opinion of Henry Judd in “Behind
the Hindu-Moslem Strife,” the sec-
ond article in the series on India in
the eurrent NI. The conflict between
the two groups is accentuated by the
fact that even in Moslem areas, the
Hindu is the village money-lender
and storekeeper and thus a source of
constant irritation to the Moslem

-~

peasantry who make up more than
80 per cent of the entire Moslem.
cofimunity. Though the Moglem
masses are voiceless, the upper class-
es have in the Moslem League their
spokesman in the struggle for civil
service jobs, social position, wealth
and power with the dominant Hindu
eommunity. o
The solution proposed by Henry
Judd in his article is the right of the
Moslem people ““to form independent
states, including enclaves within
Hindu territory, if they so wish and
so decide for themselves.” In this he
takes issue with the resolution of the
Bolshevik-Leninist Party of India
on Pakistan, which is the third in
the series of articles. The resolution
correctly characterizes the slogan
for Pakistan as “politically reaction-
ary and theoretically false.” It re-
jects any support of it. Nonetheless,
this is not the complete answer to
the communal problem. And Judd
calls upon the Fourth International-
ists of India to fulfill their duty to
the Moslem masses by “openly pro-
claiming the right of the Moslem
people to vote on such a proposal”
[the right to a separate existence].

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Under “Editorial Comment,” “The
Republican Sweep” evaluates the
last election and the reasons for the
triumph of the Republican Party.
‘There has been no fundamental over-
turn; the more conservative wing of
the capitalist class is now in power.
Labor will have to put forth a bold,
independent program, rejecting sup-
port of the more “liberal” of the rul-
ing parties, if it is not to fritter
away the fruits of its magnificent
economic struggles.

Readers of LABOR ACTION who
have been following the series of ar-
ticles on the dispute between James
T. Farrell and James Cain over the
proposed authors’ plan, will be par-
ticuldrly interested in Farrell’s ar-
ticle in the Deecember New Interna-
tional on “Cain’s Movietone Real-
ism.” Farrell discusses the pseudo-

- realism of the story—with the grisly

ending—which mernlike Cain parade
as serious realism. In “Mildred
Pierce” Cain started with a “vivid,
empirically grasped and well pre-
sented fictional account of the strue-
ture” of ‘American life, but he ended
up with “cheap glamor and cynical
melodrama.” Farrell’s review of both
the story and movie: based on it re-
veal . with interesting clarity .the
sterility of commercialized cultute.

Meyer Schap;ro,rwel] known art
~historian, takes i 158!}8 with a review
of “The Open City” . written by

James T. Farrell in the August 1946
issue of the NI. .

F. Forest examines “The Nature
of the Russian Economy” in the first
of a series of two articles. Albert
Goldman discusses the criticisms of
A, Ciliga in “The Basis of Workers’
Democracy.” Politics of the Interna-
tional Working Class giving infor-
mation on the French and British
Trotskyist movements; a book re-

view and correspondence round out.

this interesting issue.

‘Where You Can Buy

Labor Action and
New International

BALTIMORE

Fayette and Cualvert Streets
CLEVELAND

Wheatman's Store, 719 Prospect Ave,
LOUISVILLE

]~_.llmf; Bookshop, betw. leuty and
Jeflferson on 3rd.

NEWARK

91 Barkley Street.
168 Belmont. Ave.
Northeast corner, Market and Mul-

berry.

READING

Southwest corner,
Streets.

PHILADELPHIA

LARBOIR ACTION:
N.E. cor. 11th and Walnut.
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.E. cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 156th and Market.
B.E. cor. 19th and Market.
N.I&. cor. 16th and Seybert.
Nr. N.BE,

Ave.

New lnlernntiuual:
N.E. cor. 11th and Walnut.
N.W. cor. 13th and Market.
N.BE, cor. Broad and Arch.
N.E. cor. 15th and Market.
N. E. cor. Broad and Columbia.

"SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San Franciseo:
2059 Fillmore St.
Golden Gate News Agency, 81 3rd

Street.

McDonald's Bookstore,

867 Mission

Berkeley:
Whelens, Bancroft and Tclcgra.ph

SEATTLE .. .. .« =oo

102 Washington Street.

Challenges Facts
In Blake Article

Dear Editor:

I ama constant reader of LABOR
ACTION and am in sympathy with
its policies, but have just now read
an article by I. Blake in the Novem-
ber 18 issue which has piqued me
into writing this for the “Readers
...take the Floor” department,

Ina confused article worthy of the
capitalist press, I. Blake rails against
the Chicago Housing Authority for
ousting the Peterson squatters frem
ohe of the new projects. But I would
suggest he, or she, get some facts at
his, or her, disposal before ranting.

I worked for the Chicago Housing -

Authority for a number of years and
I know the executives personally and
their policy thoroughly. And not one
of the executives,* or rather, every
single one of them has the main de-
sire at heart to see that every person
in the city of Chicago who needs
housing gets it. If the executives of
CHA had their way—and the means
—every slum area would be com-
pletely demolished and new projects
built in their stead. And as for the
policy—it is, and always has been,
the omes who* need it most, get it
first.

For every squatter family, there
are thousands in. the city with less
income, with more 'children, with
worse dwellings than the ones from
which the squatters come. Is there
any dquestion that those who are
more in need should have the avail-
able space?

1. Bliake speaks: of the foolishness
of making apphcanon and says that
it doesn’t make any difference. But

if he, or she, had‘given the matter

two ‘minutes’ thought it could ‘easily
be segn that not-only does it make
a difference, : m makes a great deal.
of difference.

For-in my e!_(perience with CHA

‘I found that there were hundreds of

people trying to get into a project
who had ample means and income to
live elsewhere, and they didn’t care
that they might be displacing a-fam-
ily much more needy. There were
hundreds of people trying tc exert
their political influence in getting
into -a project—but what kept these
moochers and wvultures out was the
application. For without it anyone
would be able to’ get in; and Wwith it
only the neediest got in, since every
apphcant was thoroughly investi-

g‘ated 10 see who need'ed hous.ung the *

most. The “Application” is the peo-
ple’s protection!

Another thing about this particular
issue that I Blake seemed to be in
ignorance of is that it seems the
squatters were put up to moving in
by some djstrict alderman who had
found out that Negroes were to oc-
cupy those particular apartments and
who. didn't want Negroes brought
into their neighborhood.

1. Blake goes on in his, or her, con-
fused way to compare this squatting
incident with the one that occurred
in London, when there is no logical
basis for comparison. The squatters
in London. oecupied large, wvacant
apartments which were for rental for
the wealthy only, and also as a pro-
test against the fact that there was
material available for building for
the rich, but no material for build-
ing for the poor; whereas the squat-
ters in Chicago occupied apartments
built primarily not merely for the
poor, but for the poorest, and also as
a sly protest against Negroes moving
in.

Of course, I. Blake is right about
the terrible need for housing, and is
right that there should be seme form
of demonstration by the people, but
why doesn't he, or she, stir the peo-
ple up against the government in-
stead of against the CHA, which,
through its executives, is doing all
that it can to bring better housmg to
the people. :

I know that you have many more
important letters to publish in your
reader department, and I know that
a critical letter is never the most de-
sired kind, still it would be very grat-
11'y1ng to me that your readers get a
few facts about the sguatters’ situa-
tion in Chicago. :

¢ -8, K. L., Chicago.

{LABOR ACTION, in.an article
written by a correspondent in Chi-
cago, corrected some inaccuracies
that appeared in I. Blake's article. We
are glad to publish the additional cor-
rection by Si K. L

We will-leave it to our comrades
in Chicago to comment in detail on
the CHA. However, it has been our
experience and observation that “men
of goed will” such as.S. K. L. de-
scribes, find it impossible to tackle
the situations they dre supposed to
handle. Porter of OFPA may himself
have been genuinely concerned with
price comtrol. The fact remains that
OPA did nothing to control prices.

. We suspect the same iy true, in one
degree or anotheg-{the CHA but ;

4@%@%4@...

will leave that for verification by our
Chicago comrades. In the meantime,
we should like to ask if the CHA has
moved to requisition mansions whose
occupants are possibly vacationing in
Florida. Also, has it moved to requi-
sition hotel space for homeless vet-
erans and others—as the government
requisitioned hotels for mitary use
during the war. So far as we know,
the CHA is a goverpment body.—Ed.)

Reports Elections

In Australia
Dear Editors:

It is about two months since I
wrote you. Since my last letter there
has been a general election for the
Commeonwealth Parliament. The La-
bor Government lost some seats in
the lower house (Representatives),
but gained in the Senate, where they
will have, from next July on, 33 la-

bor members and only three opposi--

tion senators.

Representatives are elected from
separate electorates of approximately
equal populations. Thus, the New
South Wales, the most populous
state, with about 2% ‘million people,
has 28 members, followed by Vic-
toria with 20 members, Queensland,
10, 'etc. The Senate is elected on a
state basis, each state electing three
senators every three years, for a pe-
riod of six years.

The voting franchise exisis for all
adults who are British subjects, na-
tive born or naturalized. But Asiaties
are excluded! Enrollment (registra-
tion) and voting are compulsory —
that .is, attending the pelling booth
and dropping a ballot into' the box.

A candidate must obtain a certain
number of signatures to his nomina-
tion paper and deposit 25 pounds
(about $93). This is returned to him
if he polls more than one-fourth of
the primary votes cast for the win-
ning candidate. Otherwise he for-
feits his deposit. In this latest elec-
tion, for example, the Stalinists nom-
inated 13 candidates and all but one
forfeited their deposits.

There are some interesting side-
lights about the Australian labor
movement which may interest your
readers. The formation of trade un-
ions took place early in the 19th
century. Disastrous defeats in the
general strikes of . 1801 and 1893
turned the' eyes of the. workers to
the political field. Labor parties were
organized in all of the then colonies.
These labor parties were- ‘based solely

* thirty-two

and directly on the trade unions and
not as in England, where the party
was a fusion of propaganda sects, the
unions and cooperative societies.

Up to about 1897, candidates were
nominated by the unions. Then, labor

leagues were formed, admitting non--.

workers. At the same time, the “cau-
cus” was introduced, binding all

* members to vote en bloe “on all mo-

tions discussed and decided on in
caucus.”” By 1898, I think, Queensland
had its first labor government, about
the first in the world, too. Since that
time the trend in the country has
been toward labor, which, because of
certain national conditions, has be-
come more respectable and conserv-
ative, not to say reactionary at times.

In Queensland, for example, where
the Labor Party is most conservative
of all, it has held power for nearly
years, with only one
break between 1932-35. After the feéd-
eration of the colonies in 1901, the
state labor parties amalgamated into
the Australian Labor Party, with
branches in all states, these branches
being further subivided into local
“leagues.”

In the early years, the “leagues”
selected the candidates, but as the
party régime become more and more
bureaucratic, these candidates had to
be approved by the Executive Com-
mittee. Today, althpugh on paper the
leagues can still nominate and elect
candidates, in reality these art se-
lected by the state executives. The
executives generally -arrange things
so that there is “no time to take a
vote” or, if their “pea” is not chosen,

‘refuse to endorse. the selected can-

didate. As a result,” log-rolling and
corruption are rife. Packed annual
conferences, fake ballots and snide
tactics, borrowed from the Conserv-
ative Party, are the vogue. The only
organization worse than the ALP is
the Stalinist Party, which is notorl-
ous for its rottenness.

Syciney, Australia.

Higher Education
In Stalin's Russia

Dear Comrades:

In an article printed in the Decem-
ber 2 issue of LABOR ACTION on
education in Stalinist Russia there
is the statement, “In all of Russia
with its 200 million, there are only

550 thousand high school students.” .
. To prove this . figure, -the writer,
Julius Falk, quotes from an article i

by the Soviet Minister of Higher
Education wherein he says “A stu-
dent bofly of 550 thousand attended
806 institutions of higher learning
in the Soviet Union in the academic
year 1945-46.” I believe the defini-
tion of “institutions of higher learn-
ing” needs some clarification. Falk
interprets it to mean high schools.
Perhaps it does include high schools.
However, here in the U. S. institu-
tions of higher learning refer to at
least college, that is schooling above
high school. The question as to what
institutions of higher learning refer
1o in the Soviet Union is important
for a more exaet analysis of educa-
tion in Stalinist Russia since the dif-
ference between college and high
school is a large one.
Comradely,

IRVING SWANSON.

L ]

“

Comrade Swanson’s objection is -

only in part a correction of my ar- _
ticle. I did make the “serious” mis-
take of equating high schools, in-
stead of higher schools, with higher
education in Russia. The following
are the facts in greater detail: pri-
mary and secondary education in
Russia lasts for 10 years as com-
pared to twelve years in the United
States. From there the student goes
to a “higher school” which begins at
about the third year of American
high schools. The 500 thousand is
the actual total for all those in Rus-
sia attending these “higher schools”
which include students going to
Agricultural Institutes, Economic
Institutes, Technologieal and Trans-
port Institutes, Art Institutes, ete.
No matter how you look at it, 550
thousand students, above the ages of
16-17, going to “higher schools” is a
pitifully insignificant number.
J. Falk.

Il

PROCEEDS WILL GO TO

EUROPEAN SOCIALISTS

CHRISTMAS DAY OPEN HOUSE
At New York City Center

Workers Parly, 114 West 14th Street

COME TO INFORMAL COCKTAIL
PARTY AND DANCE |
DECEMBER 25, 4:00 P. M.

Contribution, 75 Cents plus any pack-
age of Food or Clothing you may
want to send to Europe’s
:Neeily Seocialists

i PRESS MANAGER'S

Fifth and Penn'

BY HENRY JUDD ==t

CHRISTMAS-NEW YEAR'S GIFT SUBSCRIPTION:

We call the attention of our LABOR ACTION dealers to the special
combination gift offer to LABOR ACTION and The New International now
being advertised in the paper. For the price of $2. 50, a one year’s subscrip-
tion to both the Eight- Pagc paper-and the monthly magazine can be obtained.

‘This offer-is good only until' January 1, 1947 and should immediately be
called to the attention of those planning to give New Year's or Xmas gifts. We
can't think of a better present to offer anyone this time of the year! Let's see
how many of these combinations can be obtained. This will count toward
quotas in The New International subscription campaign. /

Also, we remind you again®of the list of excellent books offered by our
Labor Action Book Service as choices for Xmas and New Year's gifts. These
orders will be promptly filled by us, as per advertisement.

BILLS TO LABOR ACTION:

Monthly bills for LABOR ACTION are now in the mails and will soon
be in the hands of all our agents. Most accounts are in reasonably pood
shape, but a note of friendly warning to those who have. permitted them-
selves to fall behmd in payments. We are asking you to take prompt action
to bring your atcounts up to date by sending us a substantial payment on
your arrears. The costs of the Eight-Page LABOR ACTION are, as you
know, extremely high and we need this money to keep our work going. So
pay prompt attention to the statement on your account, and let us have an

immediate payment.

Last week’s quota of subseriptions and renewals to LABOR ACTION
went below our usual average, but we're sure it will pick up this week. Full
credit to Chicago’s new LABOR ACTION agent, Sam S., who sent in a full
batch of new subs that put Chicago at the head of the list. Here's the list as

+obtained last week:

CHICAGO ...,

New York City ...
Newark ...
Detroit ...
Philadelphia

Reading ...
Los Angeles ..
Cleveland ...
Seattle

........................................ deranrasses

READING TOPS GOAL IN NI SUB DRIVE;

At the half-way mark, the cam-
paign beiflg conducted by THE
NEW INTERNATIONAL continues
to record good progress, but not suf-
ficient to reach the goals set, unless
the pace is speeded up. The goals
called for the obtaining of 500 new
readers and subscribers to THE
NEW INTERNATIONAL, as well
as sharp increases in sales and cir-
culation by bundle order agents.

Many more subscriptions have to
be obtained if the goal of 500 is to be

reached, but excellent progress has
been made in increasing newsstand
..and general sales circulation. This is

pur’h_ularly true for Mew York Cn‘}y.' '

where 900 copies of the magazine are
now placed on the largest and most
important newsstands. Other ‘agents
have increased their, bundles, but not
at the same pace that Local New York
of the Workers Party has.

Most agents of THE NEW IN-
TERNATIONAL are offering excel-
lent collaboration in the work of the
campaign. Comrade O’Neill, Cleve-
land representative, writes us that,
“Our NEW INTERNATIONAL

campaign is proceeding according to y

schedule. Ten people have been .as-
signed to get subscriptions from

readers of LABOR ACTION. Much *

of the preliminary time-consuming
work is being done now, such as vis-
iting the prospective subseribers,
leaving them samples, ete. I imagine
the bulk of our subs will be obtained
toward the end of the campaign.”
We are lookmg forward to a deﬁ-
nite increase in the rate of new sub-
scriptions, now that the last few

“weeks of the ¢ampaign are at hand.

The first branch of the Workers
‘Party to achieve and even exceed its
quota of nmew subscriptions to THE
NEW INTERNATIONAL is the Reading
branch. Assigned a total quota of
five, these comrades have turned in

cor. Broad St and Girra . OTHER BRANCHES LAG AT HALF-WAY MARK

six subscriptions with the prospect of

getting more. At this point in the cam-

paign, a total of 125 new subscrip-

tions have been obtained. This is a
modest success, but we are definitely

lagging behind the number necessary .
if THE NEW INTERNATIONAL is to
achieve its goal.

We are still 375 off from our tatal
goal of 500 new subscriptions, but
almost a full month remains in
which to fulfill this job. It is now en-
tirely . up. to the supporters and
agents of the magazine.

Here are some of the leading
branches as they stand today in the

race to Obtain the largest quota ¢f
new subscriptions. Our friends in
Baltimore have also gone over their
quota and obtained six subseriptions.
Chicago is doing excellent work, with
Detreoit and Philadelphia not far bz-
hind:

_NEW YORK CITY ... 33
Chicago ... B 22
Cetroit
Reading ...
Baltimore
Cleveiand

i

NOTICE TO
OUR READERS

Due to the Christmas-Holiday
season, and the effect of the coal
strike upon railroad and freight
transportation the delivery of LA~ -
EOR ACTION has been consider-
ably slowed up. We regret this in-
convenience to our subscribers and
agents, but we are sure they will
understand it is beyond our power
to control!

LABOR ACTION
A ' i Ve

The New -

INTERNATIONAL

| A Monthly Organ of Revolutionary Marxism

4 Court Square, Long Isiand City 1, N. Y.
Six Issues — Six Month Subscription — $1,00

Enclgsed is $1.00 for the Introductory, $1:00 Six-Month
Subscription to THE NEW INTERNATIONAL.

NAME.

ADDRESS

CITY

4

-~ ZONE NO.____ STATE . A

Address

| Want to Subscribe fo
THE NEW EIGHT-PAGE
LABOR

4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Name

ACTION

Zone.......... State.................

50 Cents for Six Months

S OREN

$1.00 for a Year
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An Examination of the Lessons We Must Learn from the Miners' Strike

By DAVID COOLIDGE

The miners' strike is over. The
coal diggers have been instructed by
their leadership to “resume produc-
tion of coal immediately until 12:00
o'clock midnight, March 31, 1947.”
The instructions to return to work
presumably mean that negotiations
will go on and that if an agreement
acceptable fo the union is not reached
by that time there will be another
strike based on the position that “we
do not work without a contract.”

In this sense the return to work
can be ¢alled a “truce.” Nothing has
been settled. The miners have no new
contract, the mines are still in the
hands of the governmeént and the ap-
peal of the union to the Supreme
Court against the $3,500,000 fine of
the lower court is yet to be decided.

In his statement to the union Lewis
called the restraining order of the
District Court, “the administration
‘yellow-dog' injunction.” The Su-
preme Court is a “constitutional
court’ and derives its powers from
the, “Federal Constitution,” From this
Lewis draws the conclusion, by some
mode of reasoning which he does not
explain, that “the Supreme Court is,
and we believe will ever be, the pro-
tector of American liberties and the
rightful privileges of individual citi-

dignity of this high tribunal” Lewis
. finds it fitting to call off the strike
{ during its deliberations in connection
with the appeal of his union. In addi-
tion to this “weighty” consideration,
~“public necessity requires the quan-
titative production of coal during
such period.”

The capitalist press announced that
‘Lewis “surrenders,” that he had “cap-
itulated.” The New York Times§ in its
editorial said that Lewis “yields” and

" that he deserved credit for only one

“for knowing when he was
 beaten.” The Times was indignant
becauseé Lewis “was not wholly re-
* pentant.” But the Times takes com-

thing:

. fore because, while Lewis attempted

“to’ bully the Federal Government
and people,” he did not get away
with it. “It is Mr. Lewis who has
given in. And in his surrender a
-great danger passes. It is not iikely
.'that any future labor leader will try
to do what Mr. Lewis failed to do.”
And so the capitalist press rejoices
in the return’of the miners to work
and in the firmness of the govern-
ment.in dealing with the situation.
Since nothing has happened except
the return of the miners to work af-
ter their union had been fined sev-
eral millions of dollars, it is impor-
tant for us, the miners and all of
labor, fo inquire into what the real
(situation is in connection with this
very important strike.
" What caused the-strike and what
‘were the miners’ demands? The gov-
ernment was_and is operating the
mines under what is claimed to be
“the emergengy 'war powers of the
President. Under this arrangement
last spring the UMWA and Interior

- Secretary Krug worked out what is

- called the “Krug-Lewis Agreement.”
Under this agreement the miners got
a pay rise of; 18% cents, a yearly va-
~ cation and'a welfare; While the Krug-
Lewis Agreément was signed for the
. whole period of government control,
it contained a - stipulation that all
- provisions of the old contract which
. were unchanged would remain in full
force as part of the contract of the
. UMWA with the Government.

" The old contract said that if there

. was a change in Government wage

. policy after March 1, 1946, the UMWA

. might give notice that it wanted a

" new contract, that negotiations must
. begin within ten days of the notice

~ and if no agreement was reached in

- fifteen days, the UMWA would call
‘off its contract upon five days' no-
tice. This clause is, in effect, in the

(Continued from page 1) .
{hat General Motors is laying aside
a huge fiund with which to sit out
" a strike. In the situation, it is plain-
1y indicated that the auto workers’
fight has to coordinate with the steel
workers’ and so forth. The December
18 meeting is,’ we say, a recognition
of that necessity. But there is yet no

“be the deliberations of that meeting.
PRICES AND WAGES

The second question is that of
prices. If lagt year's strikes proved
anything at all, they proved that
wage demands by themselves were
.inadequate. It is impossible for labor
to repeat the endless cycle of trying
to match inflated prices with wage
rises. A halt must be called to the
trend which wipes out wage gains al-
‘most as rapidly as they are gained.
The CIO convention which met
recently accepted that reasoning
when Murray reversed his position
of last year and said that the CIO
. would seek wage increases WITH-
' QUT price increases. It is the ap-
proach that made the General Motors
sirike as deeply significant as it was.
By the very nature of the situation
 we confront, it is an essential de-
m'md.

.. zens.” Out of “fitting respect due the

sign ol how deep and conclusive will .

But w111 Murray effect it? In the

present contract with the government
and was not invalidated by the Krug-
Lewis Agreement.

The government, however, took a
different position after a great deal
of shifting and beating around the
bush on the question. At first Attor-
ney-General Clark supported the con-
tentions of the UMWA in its inter-
pretation of the legal terms of che
Krug-Lewis Agreement, Later, under
-pressune, Clark reversed himselt and
held publicly that Congress author-
ized the government to take over

. strike-bound planis for the purpose

of keeping them in operation, and
that it was not the intent of Con-
gress that the government should be
forced to enter into negotiations with
a striking union, demanding a new
contract. The whole meaning of the
position of the government was the
contention that “you cannot strike
against the gdvernment.”

This was the contention of the
government before Judge Goldsbor-
ough of the Federal District Court, in
its demand for an injunction. The
court accepted the position of the
government lawyers and issued a re-
straining order telling Lewis to issue
instructions to the miners to remain
at; work. Lewis did not do this and
in accordance with their custom of

not working without a contract the

miners walked off the job. It was his
and the union’s refusal to obey the

-order of the court, and this alone;

upon which the court based its action
in levying the fine. The court did not
go into the merits of the case, saying

only that its order for the miners to
remain at work had been disobeyed.
It was this act which Judge Golds-
borough characterized as “anarchy.”
It would be the contention of the
court of course that if the miners
had, or believed they had, a griev-
ance against the government, they
should have remained at work and
presenied their grievance to the
proper authority.

The importance of all this resides
in the fact that the miners them-
selves did not understand what was
transpiring and the reasons motivat-
ing the government and their leader-
ship. They therefore proceeded as
they had always done: “No contract,
no work.”

While the union and the govern-
ment were |contesting the issue, the
coal operators were sitling it out.
No doubt there were all sorts of be-
hind the scenes negotiations going
on by emissaries of Lewis, the gov-
ernment and the operators. Also the
operators were not in unanimily
about what to do,in the situation. It
seems that: their final decision was to
let the government carry the ball and
give Lewis and the union a drubbing.
They made no demand for returning
the mines to the coal corporations.

MEANING OF THE FACTS
FOR WHOLE OF LABOR

The above are the pertinent facts
in connection with the strike. These
facts are relevant to an understand-
ing of the situation. What is more
relevant, however, is the meaning of

the facts for the miners and for the
whole of labor. We have to answer
the question: “What means this
strilke?” What is its sigrificance?
What can and should labor learn
from this ordeal through which the
min are passing today? Correct
answers are imperative if labor is
to understand and be able to chart
its future course.

In the first place, the strike ful-

. filled in superlative degree the chief

requirement of a strike: it stopped
production. Coal was not produced
except in extremely gmall quantities
in relatively few mnon-organized
mines. There was mno question of
scabbing. Picket lines were not neces-

sary. The operators made no attempt .

to operate the mines. It was admit-
ted by all the capitalist press that
production had stopped and that
there was ne indication of a “back
to work” moverment. The operators
and the press did not attempt to stir
up a return to the mines, as has been
their custom in days past. While Tru-
man finally decided to go on the air
and appeal to the miners to return
to work, ao one, except possibly
Truman, believed that the eoaldiggers
would return without an order from
Lewis,

It is necessary to point out, in ad-
dition, that this strike not  only
stopped production of coal but that
it was on the way to halting produc-
tion in other basic industries, the
operation of the transportation sys-
tems and the power plants. No more
could be demanded of a strike from

a formal and tactical viewpoint. Pro-
duction was halted and slowed down.
The miners were again exhibiting a
magnificent solidarity. The whole la-
bor movement was rallying to their
support in the form of a struggle
against the injunction. A conference
of all labor organizations was pro-
jected. Inter-union solidarity was de-
veloping. While-this inter-union sol-
idarity was not on a par with the
solidarity within the ranks of the
UMWA, it was something new in the
recent history of the labor movement
in the U. S. The AFL supported Lew-
is and the harsh eriticism of Lewis
inside the CIO was conmderably muf-
fled.

This miners’ strike was an out-
standing manifestation of the tre-
mendous actual and potential power
of an organized working class. The
capitalist ruling class was helpless to
keep coal production going. The gov-

ernment could not get coal praduced.,

The capitalist press very plaintively
admitted that no one could *“force
men to work.”

This brute fact renders the cac-

kling attitude of the capitalist press

somewhat ludicrous, when its head-
lines bellow about the “capitulation”
or the “surrender” of- Lewis. This
fact also makes one feel like vomit-
ing on reading the {eeble bleating
of The Nation for December 7. This
“liberal” weekly declared that *“Mr.
Lewis' act of defiance is as dispro-
portionate to his immediate gims as
his power is incompatible with the
functioning of democratic sociely.

Mine Strike Poses Question of Labor’s Program

That point cannot be driven home
to him by the action of government
alone. As long as organized labor
lends him support, however nominal,
he will be a martyr or a hero, what-
ever the courts decide.” This weekly
“friend of labor" then praises the
scab members of the Washington
Newspaper Guild, who have “taken
the lead in condemning the resolu-
tion adopted by the CIO convention

in defense of Lewis.” This is merely

a continuation of the position taken
by The Nation in 1943 when its ed-
itors wrote that “no matter what the
grievance of the miners, they had no
business to strike.” '

DANGEROUS BECAUSE HIS
PROGRAM IS INADEQUATE ’

We say again that this strike was
an illustration of the power of the

working class: an illustration in real

life of the teachings of revolutionary
socialism that labor is the chief of
the productive forces; that the .capi-
talist economy cannot operate with-
out the working class. No matter
what the size of the capital invested,
the number and competénce of di-
rectors, finance committees, execu-
tive commitiees, “hardworking,
square-jawed executives,” efc. Ma-
chinery, technology, patents,
agement,” capitalist courts, Congress,
the man in the White House, and all
the paraphernalia of capitalist society
could not produce in the face of the
dogged -determination of 400,000
miners to-stay away from the pits.
This was where the strike stopped,

“man-

however; with the cessation’of pro-
duction. It was a well-planned and
thoroughly organized economic strug-
gle! You demand a contract with cer-
tain provisions; if a contract is de-
nied, that means that the operators
do not agree to granting the demands;

in such a situation' you stay home

and away from the mines.
But while the miners looked at the

strike in the above mentioned simple .

terms, this strike, as are all max:r
stl‘ike:s\today, was far more than the
ecm"mmie struggle which the miners
considered it to be. It was a political
strike, The capitalist ruling class un-
derstands this, but the miners do not.

The whole capitalist class, its govern: A

ment and all its retainers were af-
rayed as a class against the miners:

If Lewis understood this, hé has
kept his knowledge a deep’ secret
from the miners and everyone else.
If he understands these things, he is
once again displayed as &n extremely
reactionary and dangerous leader of
labor. The same holds for Murray,
Green, Reuther and the other top
leaders of labor, because they too
were not prepared to grapple with
present - day labor prqblems which
were exposed so clearly in the strug-
gle between the miners and the gov-
ernment. What we say applies par-
ticularly well to Lewis, however. It
it he who leads his union into the
most resolute labor'struggles; even
in wartime!

(Continyed : next week)

A Balance Sheet of the Coal Strike; Its Meaning
For Whole Labor Movement - - by Max Shachtman

(Continued from page 1)

The walk out of the miners was
one of the most magnificent displays
of working class solidarity and work-
ing class power this country has seen
in a long time. The miners came out
to a man, without any compulsion
other than the bonds of united work-
ing class interest. If anything, the
compulsion came from the other di-

‘rection, the terrific pressure upon

the men all through the capitalist
world to stay at work without a con-
tract and without a single one of
their demands  being granted or
even seriously considered.

LIMITATIONS REVEALED
BY ITS THOROUGHNESS

Every mine was shut down tight.
Not a lump of coal came out of the
pits. Where were all the great cap-
taing of industry, the great organiz-
ers of production, the great promot-
ers of enterprise, the mine operators
and their bankers? Where were all
these great “indispensable” owners
and managers without whom, we are
always told, nothing would mgve?
Without the miners, all of them put
together could not dig enough coal to
keep one factory going through the
winter. All that is 1ndlspensable to
the mlmng‘ industry is the miners.

But not.only the mines were shut-
down. Without a single other worker
going out on strike anywhere, the
mere fact that the miners quit work-
ing began fo paralyze one industry
after another—iron and steel, auto-
mobiles, power plants, transportation
and others.

If that is the economic power that
a mere 400,000 coal miners can show,
it should not, be hard to imagine
what power the united working class.
as a whole would have in this coun-
try. The power .that this working
class could summon—nobody and no
cemhination of forces could resist

'-:'CIO Wage Drive - -

recent reports of the CIO’s wage
drive, there have been virtually no
references to such excellent demands
as a guaranteed annual wage and in-
dustry-wide stabilization. There have
not yet been any concrete announce-
ments designed to effectuate the
stand on wages and prices taken by
the CIO convention.

As we have many times written,
there is more than one way to can-
cel ~the deadly effects of inflated
prices. One basic approach is to
write an escalator clause into every
union contract, guaranteeing an in-
crease in wages with every jump in
price averages. That alone will serve
to keep prices in line. It can, so to
speak, serve to PROTECT labor’s
stanard of living. Beyond that there
is much to be done in RAISING la-
bor's standard of living —and that
centers around giving concrete mean-
ing to a union campaign for, a WAGE
INCREASE WITHOUT A PRICE IN-
CREASE.

The big news in the labor move-
ment in the coming weeks will re-
volve around the CIO campaign now
_in preparation. The situation will, we
think, prové the necessity for a broad
program of demands and unified
union action.

effectively. It is an inconguerable
power. Properly exerted, it could do
infinitely more than paralyze indus-
try. It could so completely reorgan-
ize the economic life of this country,
arrange it so rationally, that there
would be abundance, prosperity and
security for all.

But the very perfection, the very
thoroughness and effectivness of the
strike as an economic action brought
it smack up against the strict limita-
tions, the fatal weakness of the eco-
nomie tction itseif. Nowhere was this
more clearly demonstrated than in
the conduct of John L. Lewis himself,
who was so significantly instrumental
in making the strike 100 per cent ef-
foctive so far as shuiting down the
mines was concerned.

The miners strike was not a po-
litical strike, so far as the miners
were concerned. They did not strike
for political reasons or for the reali-
zation of political demands. Like
Lewis, they put forward and sup-
ported economic demands_pure and
simple—an increase in wages and a
reduction in the working day.

Yet, this was a ‘political strike in
the deepest sense of the word, wheth-
er Lewis and the miners were con-
scious of it or not, whether they
wanted it or not.

GOVERNMENT HELPLESS
AGAINST LABOR'S MIGHT

Through President John L. Lewis,
the United Mine Workers directed
their demands to the government.
The government is a political insti-
tution. The government called upon
the miners to stay at work. It called
upon Lewig to issue orders to the
miners to go back to work. Lewis and
the miners refused to heed the orders
of the government. In their refusal,
they were 100 per cent correct. But
their refusal was a political action,
a political challenge backed up by
organized economic power.

Against this organized economic
power, the government and the capi-
talist class it represents and protects,
was helpless. So long as the miners
refused to dig coal, no coal was dug,
and one industrial enterprise after an-
other folded up. The government did
some mumbling about using troops to
enforce its orders. The miners did not
budge because they know that bay-
onets cannot dig coal very well. They
know also that ameong the troops are
many workers® sons, and that the gov-
ernment would have the devil's own
time geiting these children of the
working class to use their bayonets
against workers fighting for a decent
life for themselves, their families and
generations to come.

So the government went into
court, a court presided over by a
“New Deal” justice—not a moss-
back reactionary, oh no, but by a
genuine, dyed in the wool and a yard
wide “liberal” of the “New Deal”
school. Under government prosecu-
tion, and without so much as trial by
jury, John L. Lewis and the whole
of the United Mine Workers of
America were condemned by one
man who, with a stroke of his pen,
reestablished the infamy of Govern-
ment by Injunction. The capitalist
press in a rabid rage over the spec-
tacle of one man “ordering” 400,000
miners, when that one man was John
L. Lewis, was hysterically jubilant
and found it entirely proper for one
man to decide the fate of these same
400,000 miners when he bore the
name of Goldshorough and when he

. invested himself with the autoeratic

power to enjoin the whole union and
to send the mmers back to work
against their will.

SUPREME COURT PART ;
OF THE GOVERNMENT

What is the Goldsborough injunec-
tion? A piece of paper! A yellow dog
injunction, as Lewis rightly called
it! This piece of paper has even less
ability to dig coal than the bayonets
of the troops that!the government
threatened to call’ out.

Nevertheless, it i$ precisely to this
piece of paper thdt John L. Lewis
capitulated. Why?'In the letter sent
to the members of’the United Mine
Workers on Decermhber 7, in which
the men are told to go back to work,
Lewis declares that the Goldsbor-
ough injunction has reached the Su-
preme Court, that “its powers are
derived from the federal "Constitu-
tion,” and that the Suprfeme Court
“ig, and we believé will ever be, the
protector of American liberties and
the rightful privileges of individual
citizens.” i

These statements are utter non-
sense, reactionary , mislead
ing nonsense. The government &4dmin-
istration. which I.ewls had first chal-
lenged derives no more and no less
of its powers from the federal Con-
stitution than does the Supreme Court.
it is no more and no less the "pro-
tector of American liberties and the
rightful privileges of individual citi-
zens” than is the Supreme Couri.
What applies to the one applies, or
should apply, to the other. Both are a
part of the political institution known
as the government,

The government, in' its several
parts, is the political instrument and
protector not of “American liberties”
in general but of the privileges and
power of big capital. This instru-
ment is at the disposal of the capital-
ist class. The fatal weakness of the
miners and the rest of the American
working class is that it does not have
such an instrument at its disposal
and that it is not yet even organized
itself in such a manner as to acquire
such an instrument.

John L. Lewis is a labor leader of
exceptional talents. In the field of
tactics, in will power, in fearless ag-
gressiveness, he towers above the
average labor leader. In social out-
look and in political matters no other
word can properly describe him than
“reactionary.” He would be more at
home in the 19th Century than he is
today. .

MINERS' ACTION RAISED
QUESTION OF POLITICS

In their fight for a decent life, the
miners came right up against not the
coal operators directly, but against
the representative of the coal oper-
ators, the government. Precisely be-
cause their walk out was so com-
pletely effective on the economie

- field, they created a political crisis

of the greatest scope and depth. Pre-
cisely because they so effectively shut
down, not only the mines, but one
branch of American life after an-
other as well, they raised the ques-
tion, consciously or not, of who is
running the country, who has the
authority in the country, who is the
government in the country, who has
the real power in the country! In
other words, they raised the most
decisive pohtaca.! question imagin-
able. '

To think that so decisive a political

question can be answered or even
dealt with by a purely economic ac-
tion is the height of absurdity. From

" its point of view, the capitalist_class,

speaking through its newspapers and
other mouthpieces, was absolutely
right when it declared that this ques-
tion can be settled immediately and
by political measures, that is, by
prompt government action. The capi-
talist class was in a position to act
politically because it is politically
organized and has political machinery
at s disposal in the form of the gov-
ernment and its numerous institutions.

But the working class, in this case
the miners, did not act politically,.
and because they are not equipped
for it at the present time, could not
act politically. They have no govern-
ment at their dlsposal no govern-
ment to protect their economic and
political interests, and they do not
have at their disposal a political
party of their own that seeks to es-
tablish such a government. ;

From its point of view, the capital-
ist class was absolutely right when it
declared that in the political crisis
c¢reated by the miners strike, the gov-
ernment must proceed against the
miners in order to establish clearly
who is the méaster in the country—the
workers fighting for a decent living
or the government fighting to protect
the interests of the coal operatoers
and the rest of the monopely capital-
ists. Equipped with its power and true
to its nature, that is exactly how the
government proceeded. It simply
could not allow the situation to con-
tinue.

But neither could the miners. In
order to win, onee they had been

challenged by the government and °

they had in turn challenged the gov-
ernment, they had to proceed against
the government or—to retreat.

HOW LABOR COULD
HAVE ANSWERED

Given the reactionary politieal
and social outlook of Lewis, who may
not regard the Truman Administra-
tion as his own from a party point
of view but who does regard the gov-
ernment, including the Supreme
Court, as his government and his
Supreme Court, he ordered the re-
treat in the form of a ecapitulation.
Even if somewhat different in form,
Lewis took fundamentally the same
position that he took in 1919 when
he called off the miners strike under
Wilson’s administration on the
ground, “I cannot fight my govern-
ment.” Fundamentally and regard-
less of all the other changes in John
L. Lewis, he remains today what he
was in 1919; able, very able, to fight
this or that capitalist or this or that
group of capitalists in one way or
another, but totally incapable and
unwilling to fight the capitalist class
and the capitalist government.

The whole point of the matter, es-
pecially nowadays, is that no one is
capable of consistently and effective-
ly defending the interests of the work-
ing class if he is not prepared con-
ciously and consistently to fight
against the monopoly of economic and
political power by the capitalist class
and for replacing its government with
a government of the working class.
The whole point of the matter is, fur-

* ther, that any attempt to do this by

purely economic means, any attempt
to do this by means of the frade un-
ions alone, any attempt to do this
without organizing and acting politi-
cally, is doomed in advance.

[

Could Lewis or the miners have
acted different]y? Yes, most eértain-
ly! Could they have appealed to the
rest of the working class to walk out
in solidarity with them against the
infamy of Government by Injunction
which threatens the interests and
very life of the labor movement?
Certainly! There is no question but
that hundreds of thousands and mil-
lions of workers in this country stood
poised in readiness o rvesp '
such a call. Every thinking worker
Vas suliuy benrnu the anes.

If, instead of mere rhetorical talk
the leaders of the other labor organi-
zations in this country had immediate-
ly called a representative general
conference cf all the organized work-
ers and proclaimed their readiness to
stand by the miners in this fight re-
gardless of what action was neces-
sary to gain a victory, the whole cap-
italist class, its government and its
courts included, would have been com-
pelled to retreat from their auto-
cratic arrogance. Even now it is not
too late to organize a powerful na-
tional network of united councils of
action representing every branch of
the trade union movement to stamp
out the viper of Government by In-
junction before it poisons the labor
movement. What hit the miners yes-
terday will hit every other worker to-
morrow.

It is worthwhile pointing out that
even if, let us say, a general strike
had been called in support of the
miners under the direction of the
present labor leadership, that would
only have raised more acutely—far
more acutely—the decisive question
raised by the strike of the miners
themselves, namely, who is master in
this house, who is the authority in
this country. It would have raised
more acutely the decisive political
question.

The capitalist class of this country
is prepared to. answer this question,
as it showed in the miners strike, by
forcing Lewis to his knees. Are the
American workers ready to answer
this question? Have they the means
with which to make their answer
effective?

= ]

TRADE UNIONISM ALONE
IS NOT SUFFICIENT

We are compelled to'say that the
working class and the labor move-_
ment of this  country are not
equipped at the present time with
the indispensable means. Trade un-
ionism is a powerful weapon of the'
working class, one without which it
would be completely paralyzéd and

helpless. This power is greater than .

ever before in the United States to-
day, where some 15 million men and
women are organized into wunions.
But trade unionism alone, the tradi-
tional trade wunion methods alone,
these are inadequate today: As they
are now they cannot cope with such
crucial questions as are raised in
every important national strike.

It is not at all a question of giving
up trade unionism! That would be pre-
pesterous, criminal, monstrous. Noth-
ing of the sort is involved. But it isa
question of providing the working
class with those arms which /it must
have if the latest retreat is to be fol-
lowed not by qther retreats and ca-
pitulations and defeats but by advan-
ces and victories.

Those arms are the arms of a
working class political party, a party

based upon and organized by the-

trade unions, as the most democratie,
the most representative, the most
numerous sotial organizations in the
country. Not a party whose whole
aim in life is to get a few men elected
to “represent labor” in Congress but
a labor party which aims at estab-
lishing a workers' government that
will represent and defend the best
interests of all the people against
the monopoly capitalist class.

PRINGIPAL LESSON
IN MINERS' STRIKE

“The government challenges the
miners, as it did the railroad work-
ers led by A. F. Whitney, with the
question, “Do you think you are run-
ning the country and the govern-
ment?”

The workers of this country Iuwc to
be in a position to reply, "No, not
yet. You ure running the couniry and
the government. But under your lead-
ership of the nation miners have to

.fight bitterly, year in and year out, not

for luxuries but for a modest, decent
life. Under your leadership of the na-
tion, the economic life of the country
is still in a state of chaos and uncer-
tainty. Under your leadership, there
is not the slightest assurance of pros-
perity and security for the people, or
even of a peace that will really banish
the terrifying nightmare of atemic
war. Under your leadership, monopoly
capital prospers qs never before,
while - the middle class is being
smashed and the workers who are the
very heart and sinews of economy,
have to fight for crumbs. You are
bankrupts. You will not and cannot
run the economic life of the country
for the benefit of the people as a
whole. We accept your challenge. We
believe we can establish a govern-
ment which will wipe out these in-
equities and organize production for
abundance for all. And this is the end
toward which we“are establishing our
own political party and prociaiming
our political program,”

That is the chief lesson to learn
from the miners strike.

The fight of the miners, of course,
is not over. The threat to the miners
is a threat to the whole working
class, The vicious’ head of Govern-
ment by, Injunction must be cut off
before it grows to devour us all. The
whole labor movement must be sum-
moned to the alert. The great eco-

~nomiec power that the miners showed,

multiplied by all the forces of the
organized labor movement, must be
brought to bear against the menac-
ing anti-labor offensive.

A united labor movement, mobilized

‘from top to bottom, can and must
“‘make its strength felt before it is de-

prived of its strength. There must be
such demonstrations of this strength
all over the counfyy, not just indig-
nant resolutions but actual' demon-
strations of strength, as will make the
capitalist class and its d-rilubruking
government think 20 times before they
dare bring down their fist again upon
the head of the working class,

But alongside of this, and above
everything else in importance, must
come the conscious, systematie,
speedy work of launching the work-

‘ing class into polities as an organ-

ized and independent force, with an
independent labor party that does
not support but contests the two eap-
italist parties for leadership of the
country, that has a program and a
will of its ‘'own, and the determina-
tion to make them supreme in the
land. :
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