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Special to Labor Action

PARIS, Ded. 7—Hundreds of club-
swinging police last night charged
demonstrating workers near the Arc
de Triomphe who had come to protest
against the massacres of Indo-Chinese
independence fighters by French
troops. Sixteen demonstrators were
arrested and two hospitalized. The
workers planned to attend zn indoor
meeting called by the Parti Com-
muniste Internationaliste (French
Fourth Internationalists) held in con-
junction with the Indo-Chineie Bol-
shevik-Leninist Group.

At the last minute, the prefecture
of police informed PCI leaders that
the meeting was banned “on orders
from above.” Attempts to contact the
Ministry of Interior to get the ban
lifted brought a statement from M.
Hugues, chef de cabinet of the So-
cialist Minister of Interior Dupreux,
that the ban had been imposed on

Italian Trotskyist
Elected to Town
Council in Foggia

"Romeo Mangano, secretary-gen-
eral of the POC, Workers Com-
munist Party, Ytalian section of
the Fourth International, has been
elected to the City Council of
Foggia, on the west coast of Ifaly.
Mangano; who is also president of
the left-wing Union Council of
Foggia, was elected despite the de-
termined opposition of all other
parties and despite the fact that
party work plus illness kept him
away from Foggia until four days
before the election. Comrade Man-
gano spent a considerable period
of time in jail under the Musso-
lini dictatorship.

the insistence of Georges Bidault,
leader of the Catholic MRP party
and also President of the Council of
Ministers, as well as several other
unidentified ministers.

The news of “the banning of the
meeting .was receivéd so late that
practically no one knew about it. A
tremendous crowd, consisting of
many hundreds of French, Indone-
sian and North African workers, was

milling around_ the Salle Wagsant,

the hall in whith the meeting was

scheduled. Among those present were

" North African supporters of the Al-

gerlan independetice movement, the
PPA, whose leader, Messali Hadj,
hdd been invited to speak. It is im-
possible to estimate the exact size
of the crowd, for 300 members of the
police “shock squads” were present

Club-Swinging Paris
Police Break Up PCI
Indo-China Meeting

who kept breaking and pushing the
crowd, which swayed from corner to
corner and was constantly being re-
formed. However, the very number
of cops present indicates that the
crowd ran into many hundreds of
demonstrators. )

Albert Demaziére, leader of the
PCI, attempted to start an -open-air
meeting, once the hall was denied to
the PCI. He introduced Marcel Beau-
frére as the first speaker but the po-
lice charged the meeting and pre-
vented Beaufrére from speaking. The
enraged crowd began to sing The
Internationale and shouted slogans:
“Liberty and Independence for Indo-
China” and “"Down with d’Argenlieu,
the Assassin.”| (D'Argenlieu is the
head of the French troops in Indo-
China.) At this point the police, wield-
ing nightstjcks, charged the workers
and arrested sixteen of them. All but
one of them were released the ‘same
night; the comrade still in jail was
seen being beaten by the cops for
having the effrontery to read a book
while waiting to be frisked.

Pharmacies in the neighborhood
were full of French, Indo-Chinese
and Arab workers seeking first-aid
treatment. At least two have been
hospitalized.

Together with the police, there
were also present fascist provoca-
teurs (meinly former members of Le-
clerc’s Second ‘Armored Division,
which had served in Indo-China) who
insulted the Indo-Chinese by calling
them filthy and degrading names.

So blatant was the police brutality
in this case that this morning the
far from Trotskysst newspapers,
Franc-Tireur, and Combat, denounced
police brutality.

The prestige of the French party
has risen immensely, however, both
among the more politically conscious
Parisian workers and the Parisian
colonies of Indo-Chinese and North
Africans, as a result of its courage-
ous conduct in attempting to dety

‘the police ban against the demonstra-

tion. "

For the French Fourth Interna-
tionalists have shown that they are
the true upholders of national inde-
pendence for all suppressed national-
ities and colonies. The Stalinists and
Socialists, on the other hand, partici-
pate in a government which uses the
police 'against, those who dare raise

fréédom. The contrast 1s clear for all
to see. ! ' )
Those who, like this correspondeiit,
attended the demonstration, 6 are
proud of the work which the French
Fourth Internationalists have done
on this matter.
Richard.

33 Lives Are Lost
In Tenement Tragedy

NEW YORK—Tragedy struck a ter-
rible blow at a typical slum apart-
ment house in this city last week
when 33 people were burned and bu-
ried alive and 34 others seriously in-
jured after the tenement house at
2515 Amsterdam Avenue collapsed in
a burst of flame on December 10.
The street was a pile of débris and
scenes of harrowing suffering could
be seen mnearby as firemen dug into
thé ruins searching for dead or live
bodies in the wreckage. Whole fam-
ilies were destroyed or shattered by
the tragedy and in ope case a ten-
year-old boy, Joseph Popper, lost his
father, mother, , sister and brother;
a father, Jom Giancotti, lost three of
his five children.

tiniversal reaction among New
York’s tenement dwellers was: What
caused this fire and what are the
possibilities of a repetition in my
neighborhood? For this was not the
first fire in this city where the con-
trast is sharpest between modern,
luxurious and fireproof apartment
houses for the wealthy few and run-
down, rat-infested and fire-trap slums
for the millions of poor. If the slums
remain, it will not be the last.

The official report of the Fire De-
partment sloughed off the serious
implications of the situation by blam-
ing the fire on three young boys who
had thrown a lighted candle into an
abandoned ice house adjacent to the

collapsed and charred tenement. Chief
Fire Marshal Brophy said the cause
of the-disaster was the collapse of the
heavy concrete roof of the ice house,
which sent one wall crashing into the
tenement. He said the fire started by
two or thre® neighborhood boys un-
der the ice house roof Wednesday
afternoon causéd it to collapse.

THE BASIC FACTS

But this version of the fire seemed
to many observers far too simple; it
seemed to involve an attempt to de-
flect responsibility from the terrible
condition of New York’s houses and
the inadeguate municipal inspection
of ‘buildings.

In apparent contradiction of Bro-
phy's statement, Arthur J. Beline,
Borough Superintendent in the De-
partment of Housing and Building,
stated:

“Gas fumes coming from the ga-
rage space in the ice house could
have possibly seeped into the ground
and caused an explosion....I know
the same thing has happened in the
past.”

Substantiation of this possibility
could be seen in the following facts:

The three children tossed a lighted
candle wrapped in newspapers into
the ice house at 5:03 p.m.; but the
fire did not break out until 11:15 p.m.
What happened in the meantime?

(Continued on page 2)
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Dec, 16 — With President Truman
dodging a question at his latest press
conference on the rumor that a raise
in QPA rent ceilings is in the offing,
the lines sharpened between the mil-
lions of tfenants uneasy about the
threat of new rent increases and the
real estate lobby preparing for what
it hopes will bg a new profit killing.

Truman evaded the rent ' ceiling
problem by stating that he person-
ally had no increase in mind but that
the OPA might have such an increase
in mind. Apparently the possibility
that he, as President; could ORDER
th_e OPA to maintain present rent
ceilings did not weigh very heavily
with him—perhaps because it remains
common rumor in Washington circles
that rent ceilings: will be raised ten
to fifteen per cent before Congress
again convenes.

The daily press kept mum on the
rent ceiling matter, preferring to de-
vote its headlines to Truman’s re-
moval of all priorities from vetérans’
housing 'projects which, real estate
interests announced, would mean an
immediate average increase of ten
per cent in the price of small homes
for veterans—which .most of ithem
cannet afford; anyway. But the week
was full df additional matters on the
rent front, spme of which were:

TENANTS ORGANIZE ACTION

e Tenants began campaigns in va-
rious parts of the country to resist
any attempts to raise their rents. In
New York City, local neighborhood
groups have been formed in many

areas, For example, in one apart-:

ment house in the Bronx, at 2100 Wal-
lace Avenue, 140 tenants marched in
a body to Borough Rent Director Al-
bert Haase's office to protest his ap-
proval of a two to nine dollar per
month rent raise. Their pressure was
so effective that Haase agreed to re-
open the case and render a decision
in two weeks.

A tragic and ironic aspect of this
tenant - landlord struggle is taking
place at another New York City
apartment house at 210-218 West 63rd
Street and 213 West 62nd Street.
These tenements were condemned by
the city in 1941 and a year ago ten-
ants were notified to wvacate their
apartments, but they obtained a
vear's extension. These tenants are
struggling for the “privilege” of re-
maining in these slums because they
have nowhere else to live.

Conflict is especially sharp in room-
ing houses because no ceilings are
‘enforced in them and landlords hate
been continually jacking up rent or
locking out rooming house tenants.

NOTICE TO
OUR READERS

Due to the Christmas-Holiday
season, and the effect of the coal
strike upon railroad and freight
transportation the delivery of LA-
BOR ACTION has been consider-
ably slowed up. We regret this in-
convenience to our subscribers and
agents, but We are sure they will
understand it is beyond our power
to control!

LABOR ACTION
A . Ve

Act Now to Keep
Lid on Rent Ceiling!

In the Bronx a conference was
held on December 10 at which repre-
sentatives from various Iibor, con-
sumer and tenant groups pledged
themselves to fight for retention of
rent controls. :

Reports of similar aetivities came
in from various parts ‘of the coun-
try.

e In turn, the real estate lobbies

increased their pressure for an in-
crease in the rent ceiling. Landlord
groups, spearheaded by the National
Association of Real Estate Boards,
worked over the ranks of Congress
to apply personal pressure. A comic
touch was added by the statement of
the head of this association, Calvin
Snyder, that tenants are eager to pay

(Continued on page 2)

SVITAL T

RATEGY ON WAGES
0 LABOR!

Leaders of the three big ClO unions, steel, auto and electrical,
met this week in Pittsburgh to confer on policy and joint strategy

in the presentation of new contract demands. The full delibera-
tions of the conference are not yet known, though President Philip
Murray informed the press that the meeting concerned itself with
a "mature considerdtion of the various economic aspects of the
over-all situation' based upon the Nathan report prepared for
the ClO. (See page 3 of this paper for an analysis of the Nathan
report.) There is no indication at present that the conference
concerned itself with effectuating the demand for a WAGE IN-
CREASE WITHOUT A PRICE INCREASE adopted by the CIO's

Atlantic City convention:

President Murray and Assistant Presidents Van A. Bitiner
and James Thimmes, General Counsel Lee Pressman and Sec-

i

retary-Treasurer David J. Mae-
donald attended for the steel
workers; President Walter Reu-
ther, Secretary - Treasurer
George F. Addes and Vice-Pres-
ident Richard T. Leonard for
the auto workers; President Al-
bert J. Fitzgerald, Secretary-
Treasurer Julius Emspak and
Organization Director James
Mattles for the electrical
workers. f

Tt-is to be assumed that the lead-
ers of the powerful CIO unions dis-
cussed a common strategy in the
wage drive and laid a basis for elim-
inating the weakness of separate

_union action that marked last year’s
Strike ‘wave. As.such, it is a step in

the necessary direcfion of wuniting
labor's forces, specifically in the bat-
tle to overcome rising prices by rais-

.ing wages substantially, and, more

generally, in the battle to defeat the
various moves for anti-labor legisla-
tion and the reimposition of Govern-
ment by Injunction. (See editorial,
page 4.)

DISTURBING REPORTS

But, while the meeting of the CIO
leaders is an encouraging sign in the
development of a joint attack, it was
accompanied by disturbing reports
that appear to have emanated from
CIO higher-ups. Thus, Victor Riesel,
labor columnist of the New York
Post, predicted that the CIO would
ask for, much less than the 23.5 cents
an hour increase the auto workers
are asking and much less than the 25
per cent increase the Nathan report
established as essential, o ;too.v\p}ae
press, in reporting the Pittsburgh
conference, quoted Murray as saying
that it is not the CIO’s intention to
use the Nathan figures in shaping
over-all demands.

Riesel has further reported that
Murray, who prefers not to state his
demands in dollars and centgifor the
present, i.s allowing Reuther to make
exireme demands, purely as a man-
euver. The assumption there is that

Reuther represents a group of work- =
ers who stand for a militant ynion
policy, “firebrands” so to speak, and

that in making their demands the
auto workers will draw thg heaviest
fire of opposition, during which time
a “saner” settlement will be worked
out by the more “statesmanlike”
leaders.

If that is so, it strikes us as a par-
ticularly transparent maneuver. For
what does not escape Riesel will cer-
tainly not escape the skilled nego-
‘liators of the big industries. It is
hardly ‘designed to impress the prof-
iteers, who are laying aside reserves
for a knock-down, drag-out fight with
labor, that the unions mean business,

(Continued on page 8)

By MAX SHACHTMAN
National Chairman, Workers Party

We have earned the right, we think, to-appeal to every single
reader of LABOR ACTION to give every dollar he can spare -
toward the $5,000 Xmas Fund Drive to sustain LABOR ACTION

ad an eight-page paper.

. We launched LABOR ACTION almest seven years ago, after the
Second World War had already broken out. In war time, especially,
o thousand lies are shot out every day to poison the air so that

- the minds of the people may be poisoned and their eyes blinded to
the truth. With the very first issue of LABOR ACTION we set out
to tell the truth., Every issue of the paper that we have published
has devoted itself to telling the truth all the time and about every
question of importance. We have never been deterred by the fact
that the truth starts out with a small voice, We have never been
deterred by the fact that the truth is not always popular, We have

insisted on felling the truth about all the big problems of the day,
even when it was not always popular with some of our readers.
Whatever difficulties that may bring us are more than compensated
for by the fact that,we are always and consistently unpopular with
the enemies of the working people, with those who are responsible
for the chaos and misery and oppression of the world.

By changing LABOR ACTION to an eight-page paper we
made a big jump forward. We were cramped, cramped almost be-
yond endurance, by the limitations of a four-page paper. So many
things of vital importance to the working class and the labor
movement are happening in this country and all over the world!
There are so many things to write about, so many lies to counter-
act! Really to do the job that ought to be done, we would need a
daily newspaper, a newspaper in.the principal cities of the coun-
try. But we are still a distance from that. What we have to have
as an absolute minimum is our eight-page LABOR ACTION. ..
taining LABOR ACTION as.an,

We cannot begin #¢ think of main

eight-page paper by the efforts of the members of the Workers
Party alene, even though these efforts have been generous to the
point of heroic., Our comrades of the Workers Party have shown
themselves to be models in their devotion and sacrifice for the
cause to which they are dedicated. What we must have in addition
is the aid of every reader, including even those readers who do hot
agree entirely with our point of view. :

We do not hesitate to tell our readers that without
prompt and open-handed aid, we shall be forced to make a retreat
to a smaller paper. We do not want to make a retreat and we are
confident our readers do not want to see it made either.

We are entering the traditional season ‘of gifts. Make a gift to
LABOR ACTION! Make the most substantial contribution you can to
LABOR ACTION's $5,000 Xmas Fund Drive! Our LABOR ACTION is
your LABOR ACTION. We do not want to go backward.

It is up to you, to every loyal friend and reader

] of the ‘paper.
LABOR ACTION has earned your support, i

their

| am enclosing $....................
LABOR ACTION Fund to help continue and sustain the Eight-

|An Appeal to Every Reader of Labor Action!

—— - S

LABOR ACTION CHRISTMAS FUND
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

as my contribution to the




LABOR ACTION

December 23, 1946

TR

R T

ZET 5 e

By WILLIAM GORMAN
OAKLAND, Dec. 14—The general
strike ended more than a week ago,
but some reverberations of this
great labor demonstration are still
being heard. Only a few days ago,
all AFL unions in this area were
“alerted” for action, although the
previous tension and talk of another
immediate general walkout subsided.
The general strike has apparently
achieved two immediate objectives.
First, the use of 250 policemen to
convoy strikebreakers will not soon
be repeated. Secondly, Kahn and
Hastings Stores have found them-
selves compelled to bargain with the
AFL clerks’ union. The  general
walkout exposed their refusal to bar-
gain with the union.

BOGGED DOWN

Negotiations have hogged down on
the question of a “union shop,” and
the issue is now in the hands of gov-
ernment mediation. Meanwhile, the
stores have taken a new provocative
action to break the strike. A court

injunction has been issued to weaken
the effectiveness of the picket lines,
by cutting down the number of pick-
ets and keeping them away from the
store entrances.

Meanwhile another AFL leader
has sounded off his hostility to the
effective mass demonstration which
shut down the city. Charles Real,
head of the Bay Area AFL, declared
that if he had been on the scene he
would have never allowed the gen-
eral strike to happen. The newspa-
pers originally charged Real with
telephoning from Washington to
“pull everything' out” ‘thus starting
the strike. Since then he has been

trying to get out from the respon-

sibility. .
The Stalinists have distributed a
leaflet “Where Do We Go From
Here?” The Stalinists ask the work-
ers to throw out the reactionary Re-
publican cltque which runs Oakland.
But they give not the slightest indi-
cation who should replace it. Judg-
ing from their behavior in the re-

Trotskyists in Germany
Organize, Issue Pamphlet

In a half-column dispatch date-
lined Berlin, the New York Times,
in its Sunday, December 15 issue, re-
ported the re-activization of the

Trotskyist movement in Germany.’

The Times correspondent, calling it
“definitely old line revolutionary
Communist in Policy,” reports the
circulation of a pamphlet, “Solidar-
ity,” announcing the formation of
the German section of the Fourth
International movement, attacking
Stalin’s policy for Germany, and in-
viting German workers to organize
revolutionary groupings within the
Socialist and Communist parties.

The pamphlet is presumed to have
been published for the German com-
rades by the Revolutionary Commu-
nist Party of England, British Trot-
skyist organization.

The lead article, says the Times
correspondent, ‘“denounced. repara-
tions, demanding instead the expro-
priation of the property of the capi-
talist class through and for the pro-
letariat. It argued that the policy of
nationalization in the Soviet zone
‘would benefit only Russian economy
and not the German masses.”

The Times further quotes from
the pamphlet as follows:

“The leading names of German
workers’ parties are inseparable
from the traditions of the Socialist
and Communist parties. These par-
ties were unable to avert the Hitler
catastrophe in 1933. On the contrary
they were responsible for it.

“From today's speeches and to-
day’s programs by these people we
see they have learned nothing from
that catastrophe. Consequently we
intend to build up an independent
revolutiona{*y party, the German
section of the Fourth Internationale.

“The officer class in the Soviet
army has a strong interest in re-
maining as occupation troops in Ger-
many. With their enormous salaries,

their officer clubs and all their privi-
leges they live at the expense of the
working classes.

“The Soviet soldier is used to de-.

fending the privileges of the officers.
He cannot have any interest in this.

“A Germany under the control of
the working class will be happy to
exchange the excess of its industrial
products first of all with the Soviet
Union. An exchange of goods on an
equal basis ‘will: strengthen hoth
countries enormously and will be the
first step to end the isolation of Rus-
sian workers from the world prole-
tariat.” R

We are awaiting receipt of a copy
of the pamphlet from our European
correspondents, and hope to publish
additional comment in coming issues
of LABOR ACTION.

Democracy Includes...
The Right to Starve!

PARIS, Nov. 18 — While illiterate
American soldiers are going to class,
in one huge air-raid shelter, 800
German children are to receive
schooling. .

In ofie class of 41 children, 23 had
eaten no breakfast nor anything else
until 2:30 p.m. when the school meal
of one pint of watery soup, without
bread, was served. On the particular
day selected, pea soup was served.
Usually it is “biscuit soup.”

With holes in “their shoes, and
little food, none of the children can
keep out rain, slush, snow; and re-
sist disease,

The U. S. Army is “teaching”
children the advantages of baseball,
hiking, and other sports, not to men-
tion “democracy.” Most of its “am-
bitious”: program has been discon-
tinued because the children #o not
have enough strength to play games.

- J. A

Chicago Workers Party Branch Takes Lead
In New International Subscription Drive

The campaign for The New Infer-
national, America’s leading Marxist
theoretical magazine, continued to
make slow but steady progress, as
the number of new subscriptions ob-
tained by the publication approached
the 200 mark. To enable our agents
and branches of the Workers Party
to fulfill their quotas, the drive has
been extended by two weeks, until
January 14, 1947. The special intro-
ductory offer of a six-month sub-
seription at the rate of $1.00 will
also be extended until that time.

. At this point in the campaign, the
Chicago branch of the Workers Party

is definitely in the lead for having

done the best job so far in getting

subscriptions but others are closely

pressing upon Chicago. Detroit, for

example, has done well; and several

localities have already fulfilled their

quotas — namely, Reading and Balti

more. Although New York City has
.dohe an excellent job in increasing
its newsstand coverage, it has fallen
down .very badly on getting new sub-
scriptions, having obtained only 33 to
date. It is to be hoped that in the re-
maining four weeks, local New York

will show a great spurt forward.

" The January issue of the maga-
zine is now in preparation, and the
New Year of 1947 will be inaugurat-
ed with an excellent issue. It is our
hope and intention to return to a
monthly publication in 1947.

From Detroit, Miriam Evans—Ilocal
New Internationgl ‘agent—writes us
that, "Our branch accepted its quota
of 25 subscriptions, and it looks like
we are going to surpass our quota!
(Detroit has already obtained 17
subs.) The best, and | mean the best,
subscription getter has been Sammy
‘Satchmo' Bach, who already has 8
to his credit so far, and is still going
strong. | am making arrangements for
getting subs in the Wayne and Michi-
gan University libraries."

And from Comrade Edwards of
the Hibbing branch we receive as-
surance that Hibbing “will fulfill its
quota. The New International is
head and shoulders above any publi-
cation I have read and it behooves
every branch and every comrade to
see that it comes out to more and
more radicals and rebel workers each
month!”

The New

INTERNATIONAL

o

A Monﬂﬂy Org_un of Revolutionary Marxism

4 Court Square, Long Island ciiy 1. N'.. Y.
Six Issues — Six Month Subscription — $1,00

'Enclosed is $1.00 for the Introductory, $1.00 Six-Month
Subscription to THE NEW INTERNATIONAL.
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cent election, they would prefer a
Democratic city administration, -

The Werkers Party leaflet distrib-
uted after the strike says-that the
general strike was a-demonstration of
wdrkers' power, a power which must
finally replace the scabby é&ity gov=
ernment. A Labor Action Forum'on
thelessons of the strike is being held
December 15. Many interested work-
ers are expected to attend.

The Boss's Dictionary

Un-american: BEd

Keep Rent Lid--

(Continued from page 1)

more rent if only the rent ceilings
are increased! )

As a matter of fact, it was charged
by the New York Consumer Council
that the landlord drive was only the
first step toward the complete aboli-
tion of rent control. The landlord
groups are distributing a half mil-
lion copies of a pamphlet, Roofs or
Ceilings, which argues their case for
lifting- the lids and’ letting all hell
loose.

e A further danger is developing
in Congress, where members of the
prospective Republican majority have
been talking of a proposal to base
rent ceilings on a formula of “cost
of operation plus reasonable profit”
for each dwelling, which would ren-
der rent control only nominal. There
was the further possibility that Con-
gress might allow rent-control funds
to run out by March, thus killing the
ceilings in an unobtrusive way.

¢ Indicative of the terrible housing
situation, the pinch of which would
result in completely runaway rents if
the ceilings were in any way lifted,
was the report that during the first
ten months of this year no new apart-
ment houses were built in New York

_ City, where the shortage is among
the most severe in the countiry. In
the same period, the miserable total
of 1,603 one-family and 822 two-fam-
ily structures were built, even though
hundreds of thousands of veterans re-
turned from the armed forces.

The pinch has thus become tighter
—and that means that the landlords
will squeeze every nickel they can
out of us if they get a chance,

MANY FAMILIES EVICTED

e Already in many parts of New
York City families were being evicted
from their homes under one pretext
or another; landlords were finding it
increasingly easy to discover loop-
holes in the rent control administra-
tion. The desperate situation faced
by ousted tenants probably will be
aggravated as the winter continues
and virtually no new living quarters
are available., Fie

During the first 11 months of this
year, municipal courts of New York
City issued 7,809 warrants for evic-
tions. During these same 11 months,
the OPA granted 17,752 applications
for evictions, of which some 10,000
are still pending. No one knows where
the evicted tenants are fo live. They
have been driven out of their homes
on the pretext that the landlords are
going to use the premises themselves
or will renovate them by adding im-
provements,

e What was especially striking,
though, was the fact that the press
retained a shroud-like silence on the
OPA report entitled “Rental Housing
Operations Under Rent Control in 26
Cities" (reported in detail in last
week’s LABOR ACTION.)

This report stated that the income

of landlords of large’ apartment,
" Houses _increased 25 per ‘cent 'since

1939 and the income of Ilandlords
owning small apartment houses
(those with less than five tenants)
increased 43 per cent since 1939. These
facts, presenting irrefutable evidence
against the landlords’ claims, were
conspicuous by their absence in the
capitalist press.

e The lines were forming, then,
for a major struggle on this issue.
The prospects af rent increases meant
simply direct wage cuts for the na-
tion’s workers—and that is why thay
were so determined to resist them.

. » .
Tenement - -
{Continued from page 1)
Apparently the fire smoldered in
the abandoned ice house for several
hours without being noticed by any-
one. The ice house had in it unused
fuel tanks buried in its foundations
and it is from these gas tanks, unin-
spected since 1944, that fumes may
have seeped underground to the ad-
jacent tenement and caused ,the fire.
That more than a mere simple fire
was invelved, however, was clear
from the fact that shortly after the
fire began in the tenement itself, an
explosion occurred in the ice house,
of which a wall fell on the tenement
and cause most of the loss, of life.

The tenement had been inspected
guite recently, on November 12, and
only, three minor violations were dis-
covered, according to the Department
of Housing. Here, however, is where
the erucial question arises: when the
ice house wall fell on the tenement,
why did the.tenement, if it really
was in goed condition, collapse so
quickly and easily and bury most of
the 33 victims?

That the tragedy was touched off
by the incendiary action of these
three children is true, but this was
merely an accidental, incidental fac-
for. Basic is the fact that the tene-
ment house was old, should have been
wrecked years ago and replaced by a
modern structure and that the ad-
jacent ice house should have been
inspected more frequently and meas-
ures taken to insure against any ex-
plosion in case a fire did break out.

The fire situation in the slum areas
of this city is part of a vicious cir-
cle. In any individual fire it may be
difficult to unravel the exact cause,
as is perhaps the case in this tragedy,
but generally and basically the fires
arise because the slums are poorly
constructed and old.

So long as the capitalist city gov-
ernment continues—indifferent to the
fate of millions of its residents who
suffer in overcrowded tenements for
which they pay far too much rent—
similar incidents will again bring
tragedy to the people of this city.

REFRESHMENTS

 Neiv Years Eve Party

" DOWN WITH

DROWN IT in Bubbles!
UP THE REBELS!

AT CARAVAN HALL, 110 East 59th St. _
NEW YEAR'S EVE, TUESDAY, December 31

Advance tickets available dt Workers Party City Center, 114 W. 14th St.
Price in advance $3.50 for a couple
ADMISSION AT DOOR — $2.00 PER PERSON

Auspices: WORKERS PARTY, Local Néw York

LIVE MUSIC

ENTERTAINMENT

The OIld Year!

9:30 PM. to0 ...

This week the column is handed
over to a Negro ‘comrade,::Sarah
Evans. A suppotter of. LABOR AC-
TION and a hard:worker -in the
labor - movement, ‘Sarah: Evans hds
had experience of life iin' the South
and in the industrial and urban life
of the North. Yet she was moved to
write not so much a political anal-
yeis as an expression of the feelings,
that lie behind the day to day grind.
The statement is in many ways: re-
vealing - and worthy of attention.
J.«R. Johnson will make some com-
ments on it in the next issue. The
statement is reproduced substantial-
ly as it was written.—Ed.

The Negro is oppressed by the ac-
tions of his fellow white man. He
does not have the opportunities of
the white man. First, he must fight
for the right to do things and then
fight to do them.

He has been oppressed for so long
that now he is beginning to rebel
against his fellow-men; those who
are for him and those against him.
He is asking why he is discriminated
against because his skin is black. Is
there any justice in it? No. All are
alike, all people. They have been
made the same way. Some Negroes
may not have the standards of the
white - man. .But is that his fault?
You did not give him a chance to
develop his knowledge like you. This
is not going to stop him from his
rebellion. He has come far from
slavery, he worked hard to get out
of slavery; you can bet your life he
is going to work harder than ever
to overthrow all that is against him
today. .

TIRED OF TALK

The oppressed Negro has contrib-
uted much to the world. But what
does he get in return? Nothing, abso-
lutely nothing. Why did Negro men
and women fight in the war? What
did they gain? They fought for free-
dom, justice, equal rights and a
right to be a free man. But after
fighting, losing his life, part of his
limbs, what does he get for it? Noth-
ing, absolutely nothing. Put yourself
in his place and see if you could go
through all this and live.

do something.” But what do you do?
Nothing but talk. No aection. You
think that if you give him a little
piece of bread you have given him
a great thing. But as you know, man
eannot live on bread alone. He has to
have something else to go with bread
in order to live. Do you think the
stealing and rioting that goes on
would happen if he were better
treated? No it would not. Take a
look at the Negro down South, what
a mess he is in. Poll tax, diserimina-
tion to the nth degree, no privileges
at all. Do you think that under the
society of today he can stay that
way? And if today someone started
a war to get him his privileges, do
vou doubt they would win. I have not
the slightest doubt that he would
win; he has fought longer than any-
one to get these rights and he would
fight until he won. He asks for these
‘rights to keep down bloodshed. If
there is no other way but by shed-
ding blood he will come to that.

THINK ABOUT IT!

The oppressed Negro has proven
he has the right to be equal to any
other man. But has society accepted
it? No. Some individuals have but
the majority have not. They go on
practicing what they were taught by
their mothers and fathers. Down
through the generations it has been
said the Negro in the South is the
worst of all Negroes. Have you ever
sat down to think what they go
through with? Well, just think about
it for awhile, Would you go through
with it? Would you sit down and
watch your next door neighbor go
through this agony and pain and
suffering? No. Then why let other
people go through it?

When you get on a bus do you know

hew it feels to be told to go to the -

back when therc are plenty of seats
in front? If a baby cries, the driver
gets up. comes back and slaps your

child and laughs in your face and’

says: "Keep that damned bastard
quiet." Would you let that happen to

your wife? If ‘@ white man is killed,

no matter who killed him, a Negro is
lynched for it. Does it give you satis-
faction %o kill an innocent man? Will
it help ary? No, it just makes matters
worse.

money to keep your .family going
from one week to another is so pain-
ful you don’t know where you stand.
You get low pay and pay high prices
to live. )

Discrimination is more horrible
than you can think. If someone looks
at you and doesn’t like your looks
you are put out. Yousare made to sit
in the upper balconies that are never
clean; old and rusty. The bathrooms
are so horrible that you can’t go in.
The houses some live in have no
tops. If it rains, there is no cover
and you have to live in two rooms
with families of ten. No space, no
privacy, no food, or clothing. And
yet, letting this go on you say you
are a human being. Living in such
a nation as this one, are you? Could
you justly say, “I am human.” No,
you could not. You could say it but
you would know deep down inside
that it was a lie when your fellow-
man is so degraded.

Do you know why the Negro re-

joins the Armed Forces? So he can .

go back to foreign countries and live
like a human being. There is little
diserimination, you can work, save

your money then live on your earn-

ings. You don't have to fight for
something . you know is rightfully
yours and then fight to keep it.

FLORIDA INCIDENT

Have wyou ever been afraid to do
something you know is.right and yet
your whole life depends on doing the
right and not the wreng? This is
what happened to the oppressed Ne-

gro in a small resort town in Florida .

in the year Nineteeen Hundred and
Thirty-one (1931). One hot night in
September near the election of city
officials, the Ku Klux Klan paid the
Negroes of that community a ecall,
urging them not to elect the man
that they had been supporting be-
fore. They marched down the street
in twos on their white horses, guns
on their backs, ready to start a
lynching spree’at any moment.
Little did they know that the peo-
ple of that community had. their
guns in readiness for battle. For the
day before all houses had been

searched for guns. Only a few had

been found. Knowing that there

No, you are always saying, “Let’s

The struggle to make enough

might be trouble, after the search '

(Continued on page 7)

CARIN TV

TAPPING THE WALL STREET WIRE

DON'T UNDERSTAND OWN SYSTEM

There are a hundred signs to show that the capital-
ist system is headed for an economic erisis. Not in the
next few months, to be sure, but in the next few years,
we are going to witness here in the United States an-
other acute ecrisis of the sort that sent business crash-
ing in 1929, when you had to walk with eare through
the financial canyons of the big cities to avoid being hit
by the hurtling bodies of the bankers commiting suicide.

Not all the capitalists understand this. Indeed, few
of them do. It is a fact that the capitalists and their
front men—the teachers, preachers, editors and econo-
mists—do not understand their own system.

Let us look back to 1928 and 1929, just before the
crash that laid bare the decaying body of capitalism.
What were the capitalists telling us then?

Gharles E. Mitchell, president of the National City
Bank of New York, said: “A revolution in industry has
been taking place that is raising all classes of the popu-

lation to a more equal participation in the fruits of in-

dustry, and thus, by the natural operation of economic
law, bringing to a nearer realization the dreams of
those Utopians who looked to the day when poverty
would be banished.” J
Listen to .James H. Rand, president, Remington-
Rand, Inc.: “The econohic revolution of the 1920’s will
appear as vital as the industrial revolution in England
and it will likewise mark the beginning of a new.era.”

Listen to Andrew W. Mellon, Secretary of the Treasury
and a powerful financial capitalist: "America has adjusted
herself to the economic laws of the mew industrial era,
and she has evolved an industrial organization which can
maintain itself not only because it is efficient, but be-
cause it is bringing about a greater diffusion of pros-
perity among all classes." (A few years later there were
20 million unemployed.)

Or Melvin A. Traylor, president, Continental Nation-
al Bank of Chicago: “We need not fear a recurrence
of conditions that will plunge the nation into the depths
of the more violent financial panies such as have oc-
curred in the past.” (A few years later Traylor’s pal,
Samuel Insull, was fleeing to Europe from the ruins of
his midwestern utility, empire.) ) ey

As Lewis Corey, author of “The Decline of American
Capitalism," put it: "Captains of industry and finance
appear Jovelike in prosperity and bewildered in depres-
sion, but at no time do they really understand the move-
ment of the economic forces they exploit. Their pre-1929
invocations to the 'new éra' expressed sheer misunder-
standing; but they also expressed, if partly unconsciously,
the defensive, self-justifying ideology of predatory capi-
talism." ; i

Those words of Corey’s came back to me as I listened
to the fat boys spiel at the recent convention of the
National Association of Manufacturers. BHeir words
were a mockery of reality, revealing vast areas of ignor-
ance and unawareness of the economic forces that are
irresistably marshalling to launch the next crisis.

. Here is what the retiring president of the NAM,
Robert R. Wason, said: “It is conservative to say that
...we are on the threshold of the most glorious period

. of man’s eternal struggle to improve his economic well-
being.”... And here is what the executive vice-president,

Walter Welsenburger, crooned: “The future is so prom-
ising...onl ya spinster could have any legitimate rea-
son for not being interested.”. .. The servants of capital-
ism in Washington see not a whit clearer than their
masters. Here is what Civilian Production Administra-
tor John Small wrote Truman in his letter of resigna-
tion:

By JACK RANGER

“Still hig%ler levels of production will pave the way
to an even higher standard of living for the American
people.” 4T

Azlg Fhese people trying'to fool themselves, or are
theyitying to fool us, I asked myself. Cannot they see
\E.'hat_ls occurring: The unprecedented currency infla-
tion in.the United States, the mountainous national
d__ebt that will never be paid, the swollen profits of the
rich (and the other half of the picture, the low wages
of the people which do not permit them to buy back
what they produce, and thus insure a glutted market) ;
Europe afnd Asia bankrupt; the people groaning undex,'
the ‘heaviest tax burden in history; billions still being
squandered in an effort to police the world with the
U. 8. Army and Navy. Can’t they SMELL the decay in
the air?... '

" The Bantus, an African tribe, have a proverb:
Breadfruit is obtained from the breadfruit tree.” Yes,
and from the tree of eapitalism grows depression’and
war, and mass misery and death. So long as the people
of thg llJmted States permit capitalism to endure, new
depreésions and wars are inescapable. The capitalists
may fool themselves. Do not let them fool us.

ECONOMIC NOTES

The giant installment finance corporations are jit-
tery at the lack of dough in the pockets of the Ameriean
people. They.say that new autos will be choking' retail
salesrooms before the end of the next yvear unless the.
government repeals present restrictions requiring pur-
chasers to r_nake a down payment of one-third upon a
new car, with full payment in 15 months. The people
haven"t got that kind of dough, say CIT Financial Cor-
poration and Commercial Credit Corporation... . Frozen
foods are rapidly glutting the market, with cold storage
war:ehouses bulging with 860,000,000 pounds of frozen
frl_nts‘and vegetables, 50 per cent above a year ago and
four times the pre-war high. Before the war there were
35 frozen foods brands, today 450 commercial firms are
freezing food. One frozen food official predicted “fire
sales in strawberries before next spring.”. .. Farm com-
modity prices are drifting lower. Wheat tumbled 20
cgnts a bushel the week of December 7; corn, 13 cents;
h]des, T cents; lard, recently selling as high as 55 cente’-.
§ {)ound, went to 28 cents; cotton dropped a dollar a

ale,

At least a third of farm staples‘are now selling be-
lc!w_ “parity,” parity prices. being those theoretically
giving farmers a buying power equal to that of 1909-14,
In Louisville at the fall tobacco auction, prices to-
bagonnegl, with an average of $37.50 a 100 'pounds, com-
palred with $48.13 last year, a decline of $10.63. Do you
think the cigarette companies, which have: recently
hqostcd cigaret prices, will now lower their prices? I
don’t either....

Landlords in Flint, Michigan, have raised rents 10-15
per cent, through a ruling of the City Commission, over
objections of CIO representafives. OPA offiicals say they
are h_elpigs_; because of a 1942 rent agreement with the
city of Flint, whereby all rent control matters are han.

died by the municipal courts....
L

: Th_e _oil inuuopoly is indignant because a recent pub-
lic, opinion survey showed that one of every three per-

sons believes the oil business is a monopoly. Recently -

the American Petroleum Institute announced it would
spend $1 million to, tell the people “it ain’t so.”,.. While
farm prices ;are declining, the prices of semi-manu-
factured products bounced up 11 per eent in November., -
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Last week we reported how Gen-
eral Motors raised $100,000,000 in
cash in the security market by put-
ting preferred stock on sale at the
price of $100 a share. The purpose
of this sale, we said, was to prepare
for a campaign against the United
Automobile Workers Union -in the
coming struggle over the union’s de-
mand for a wage increase to meet
the rising cost of living.

One of the significant aspects of
the GM stock sale is that it began in
a security market which has been
very poor in recent months. GM of-
fered its stock for sale in a “not-so-
hot market” and yet the whole issue
was grabbed up by Wall Street in
what was reported to have been a
-couple of hours:

The whole thing seemed strange to
Wall Street reporters and the rea-
son for this is that everyone knew
that General Motors had made large
profits during the war, piled up
enormous reserves and was in a
strong financial position. Why, then,
this “loan” through the sale of
stock? The answer, says Sylvia Por-
ter, financial reporter for the New
York Post, is that GM'is getting ripe
for an all-out drive against the
UAW. “This was,” she writes, “the
biggest single industrial financing in
history. General Motors is certainly
in a terrific cash position.”

LANGUAGE OF BIG BUSINESS

Miss Porter had just returned
from the convention of the Invest-
ment Bankers’ Association in Flor-
ida, and heard from the lips of lead-
ing financiers the reasons for GM'’s
strategy. The convention itself reek-
ed with anti-labor prejudice. During

S.truﬂing Rﬂce-Haffng Colum bians :

one of the tirades against organized
labor, the head of a major Wall
Street fit#h declared: .

"Well, General Motors will stop
them (the unions) next year—if those
‘automobile boys try any more stunts.

"The company has its $100,000,-
000 now and it can answer any of
‘their ‘demands with 'all right, here's
our financial statement. Look it over.
We can stay out as long as you can
and longer!'""

The Post reporter then asked the
speaker: “Do you think that’s the,
reason GM borrowed the money in
this market now?”

“0Of course, it is,” this banker re-
plied. “And all of us say, ‘go ahead,
we’reb ehind you.””

Still somewhat doubtful, Miss Por-
ter inquired of two others about this
matter. One of them replied:

"You know Charlie Wilson, GM's
head. He's had enough ‘of this and he's
ready to fight back. This time there'll
be no appeasement of the union.
There can't be."

The other banker said substantially
the same when he answered: "If any-
one is ready to lead the fight, it's GM.
And Wilson has other big ones in in-
dusiry to go along with him as long
as necessary."

BIG FIGHT AHEAD

This will not really be news to the
auto workers. They have had experi-
ence with the auto barons in past
years. They know what to expect
from them again, especially from
General Motors, which had refused
to negotiate in the last strike, hoping
to starve the auto workers into sub-
mission. GM didn’t suceed in the last

General Motors Floats a Special

Anti-Sirike Fund in Wall Street

strike; but it is making all prepara-
tions to defeat the union in the com-
ing struggle over wages.

The CIO has completed its wage
demand program and will soon pre-
sent it to the big industries. In
face of mounting costs of living,
such wage increases are indispens-
able for the well-being of the major-
ity of the pople in the country. But
already all the signs of an organized
resistance of big business, now en-
joying the greatest profits in history,
are clear enough for anyone to. see.
The ‘giant industrial corporations,
closely linked with the big financial
institutions, have laid down plans to
resist the just demands of labor,
hoping to force the unions into long,
paralyzing and financially-exhaust-
ing strikes which can weaken them
—perhaps even smash the union
movement,

Here you have the clearest pic-
ture of how a big capitalist corpora-
tion prepares to degl with its work-
ers, Feeling strong and powerful as
a result of the war which enriched
and increased its resources, General
Motors, together with its buddies in
Wall Street is now laying down its
strategy to deal the UAW a serious
blow. There is only one way to meet
this challenge of the auto barons and
that is for the UAW to map out its
own campaign jointly with the whole
CIO and all of organized labor in the
United States. The UAW will be
fighting in behalf of all the workers
in this country, just as GM will be
holding up the banner of America’s
rich, brutal and selfish industrial
and financial ruling class.

Set your sights, fellow auto work-
ers! '

Spread Fascism in the South

By STEPHEN PARKER

Edrly in November reports began
to come from Atlanta of an organized
terror on the streets of that city that
was directed against Negroes. As is
usual in many anti-Negro movements,
the immediate cause seemed to be
the terrible housing situation. The
war had brought an influx of people
into Atlanta; in six years the popu-
lation had increased by over 150,000;
and the point had been reached

. where the Negro. people were suffo-.

cating within™ the confines of their
Atlantan ghetto.

The only possible place where Ne-
groes could find places in which to
live were in what had been previ-
mﬁiy white neighborhoods. A number
of Negroes bought houses in these
neighborhoods. And it was in these
localities that scandalous incidents
were taking place. Negroes were
being attacked and beaten just be-
cause they were found walking in
the streets in these areas. Homes
that had been bought by Negroes
were dynamited.

A situation had been reached where
it was no longer possible to conceal
what was taking place, and a few
participants in the beatings were ar-
rested. Through them was revealed
the existence of a uniformed fascist
organization called the Columbians.
This was the organization that had
started and directed the beatings and
dynamitings. Members of the Colum-

_ bians -had been sent out deliberately

to create incidents. }

If the country as a whole firs
learned about the Columbians after
the arrests, it can only be because the
officials of Atlanta were-keeping at
least one eye closed to their activi-
ties. For the Columbians made no se-
cret of their existence. They swag-
gered through the streets “in the%r
colored shirts, openly exhibited their
emblem, solicited membership, an_d
spoke at meetings and avowed their
aims.

And ‘even after their existence was
publicizeéd, when 250 Jewish war
veterans attended one of their meet-
ings, and a spokesman of the veterans
arose and declared that their anti-
Semitic canards and fables were -a
dirty lie, the police evicted the Jew-
ish veterans from the meeting and not
the anti-Semitic rabble rousers. !

Now what is the particular signifi-
cance of the Columbians? There have
been and still are many fascist or-
ganizations and spokesmen at wor_k
in the United States today. There 1s
the notorious Gerald L. K. Smith,
whose activities have been met by
counter - demonstrations and picket
lines in most of the cities where pe
has spoken. There were the shirt
movements such as Pelley’s Silver
Shirts in the thirties, movements that
were conspiratorial and did most of
their work under cover of night.
There was the Coughlinite Christian
Front, and its more militant offspring,
the Christian Mobilizers. -

Like the Columbians, their main
stock-in-trade was the ecatering to
racial prejudice. Working in the
North, their main appeal was anfi-
Semitism. Working in the South, their

main appeal was against the Ne-

groes. But what characterized most
of these organizations was a certain
looseness in organization, and the
lack of anything positive to offer.
Hitler had two things to offer to
the dispossessed, déclasséd elements
that provided the nucleus of his storm
froopers. Rotten though it was, he

‘offered them an aim in life, some-
thing to live for. Wearing the uni-
form, marching through streets, shar-
ing hardships and dangers, these re-
jected members of society were made
to feel that they had an importance.
Secondly, he offered his reactionary
program for the reconstruction of
society..

The Columbians .at least had
learned the first lesson. Their follow-
ers were in the main young men,
without hope, without roots, who des-
perately felt the desire to belong to
something which would accept them.

We can draw the following conclu-
sions from the now revealed exist-
ence of the Columbians:

1) The American fascists will cer-
tainly use the arguments of Anglo-
Saxon chauvinism, which is a great
asset for them. Most of the recruits
they garnered were on their program

of deportation of Negroes and Jews.

2) Social problems that create great
discontent provide a fertile field for
fascist agitation. In Atlanta it was
the impossible housing situation.

3) The fascists have now tried to
function as a highly disciplined and
centralized body, which they ‘com-
bined with militancy on the streets.
This is certain to be repeated.

4) The present period seems to be
somewhat premature for the growth
of a fascist-movement. Even the re-
actionary 'Southern politicians were
forced to step in and curb the Co-
lumbians. This is not because of
lack of sympathy on their part with
certain’ of the ideds of the Columbi-
ans, but because the general economic
situation still appears to be favorable
to the American capitalist class, and
they see no burning necessity for
fascism at present.

Third in Series on Dissension in U. S. Stalinism
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A Paper in the Interests of Labor

CIO Re

By ALBERT GATES

AST week the CIO, made
L public its wage demands
for the coming year on the
basis of a spécial report pre-
pared for it by Robert R. Na-
than, former Assistant Direc-
tor of Reconversion, who now
heads a group of private con-
sulting economists. The report
strengthened the position of
the labor movement that real

wages had declined compared to the
mounting cost of living at a time
when profits have reached a record
high in American economy. Nathan’s
report contained three important
contents on which the CIO bases its
present demands:

1. “The purchasing power of by
far the greater number of Ameri-
can families has been falling re-
cently month by month.. Mean-
‘while . . . corporate profits after
taxes. have risen about 50 per
cent.” .

2. “On the average, in all manu-
facturing, an increase of about 21
per cent in weekly earnings—
without any increase in prices—
would have been required in Octo-
ber 1946, to bring real weekly
earnings back to the January,
1945, level. By the end of 1946,
with the present trend of prices,
an increase of about 23 per cent
will be required.”

3. “On and aftér taxes, basic...
corporate profits are approaching
$15,000,000,000," fully one and a
half times the level of the best
war year.”

These astounding faets are not
exactly new. The réeport of Econoric
Outlook which ‘we reviewed in LA-
BOR ACTION last week, fully docu-
mented ~ the facts about profits,
wages, prices and the ‘decline in the
living standards &f the majority of
the people. The CIO, however, in or-
der to forestall any charge that ‘its
report was ‘“‘slanted,” hired the for-
mer government economists to pre-
pare an impartial report on the eco-
nomic situation in the country. The
figures of the Nathan report are not
at all refuted by industry, the daily
press, or the leading pro-industry

columnists. Instead, they slyly evade

the real issues and quite hysterically
seek to prove why the wage demands
of the CIO eannot be granted.

PROFITS HIT RECORD HIGH

Unable to deny that profits are at
or near ‘a $15,000,000,000 level, the
profiteers and their spokesmen have
marshaled a half-dozen reasons why
the present wage demands should
not be ‘granted. The fundamental
coneept which guides the thinking
of industry, the press and the reac-
tionary “experts,” is that large and
secure profit is basic to the health
of the economy; the interests of the
workers and the overwhelming ma-
jority of the people should and must
be subordinated to the height of
profit; labor should be thankful that
such large profits do go to industry,
otherwise the big plants would shut
down and large-scéle unemployment
would follow. Thus, the interests of
labor and the mass of people are
tied to the well-being of the capital-
ist class.

In concretizing their opposition to
the Nathan report and the CIO sev-
eral lines of argument are taken
which reveal the basic strategy of
hig business in the coming struggle
over wages:

1. While profits are higher than
they have ever been, they are not
uniform for all industry. Some in-
dustries have higher profits than
sothers, some have none at all.

2. If the present wage demands of
the CIO are granted, these will be
followed by price increases which
will wipe out the increases, further
heighten price levels and act as a
barrier to increased production.

3. Marginal producers, low profit
industries, small plants, unable to
grant ‘“justifiable” wage increases,
will be driven out of business and
start a spiral of unemployment.

4, The way to insure prosperity is
to’'keep wage levels where they are,
permit prices to fall by competition
and increased production, and allow
the natural process of readjustment
to stabilize the present unbalance in
the economy.

THE "PLIGHT" OF BIG BUSINESS

The fallacies in these arguments
are immediately clear to the naked
eye. No one has asserted that pres-
ent high profits are uniform for all
industries. The demands for higher
wages are not based on such an as-

Why McKenney-Minton Quit CP

ort Shows
Of Labor’'s Wage Demand

By CARL DAVIS

Of all the persons recently expelled from the
CP, the most prominent were Ruth McKenney,
author of “My Sister Eileen,” and Bruce Minton,
magazine writer. They were expelled in a typical
Stalinist totalitarian style.

The Norwalk, Conn., CP branch of which they
were members asked them to report on the July,
1946, National Committee meeting which selected
Eugene Dennis gs national secretary. Upon the-
presentation of their critical: report they were
forthwith expelled from the party.

The McKenney-Minton report is an exhibit of
the Stalinist mind; it reveals the minds, morals,
and political ignorance of people who have been
saturated with Stalinism. In our previous articles,
for example, we quoted the “NCP Report” (New
Committee for Publications) c¢all for a “Marx-
Engels-Lenin-Stalinist Party in ‘the United
States,” in which they add: “We wish to under-
mine confidence in the leadership of the CPUSA
because this leadership is politically rotten. We
wish to ‘shake’ the ‘unity’ of CPUSA, because
facts have already fully demonstrated—for all
who wish to see—that this ‘unity’ is based on sup-
port®f capitalismn and refusal to fight capitalism.”
(Emphasis in the original)

McKENNEY-MINTON ENDORSE DUCLOS

The theory of all the expelled people is that
the American Stalinist Party has departed from
the “revolutionary ptinciples” of the ‘“defunct”
Communist International and the teachings of
Joseph ;Stalin. This, in their minds, is the differ-
ence between the CP in this country and the Stal-
inists parties in Europe, especially: the French
and Ttalian. The MeKenney-Minton statement fol-
lows this pattern. Harking back to the Duclos ar-
ticle which prepared the ouster of Browder and
signified that he had outlived his usefulness in the
post-wa't,r period of Anglo-American-Russian re-
lations, the statement says:

"A year and three months ago, when Ruth and
I first read the statement by Comrade Jacques
Duclos on the American Communist movement, we
felt bitter shame. It was not enough to say that
the leaders of the American party had betrayed
our trust; it was not encugh to recognize the spe-
cial responsibility of those comrades whom we,
with ofher members of the Communist Party, had
chosen o organize and direct the fight for and of
the American working class. As Ruth and | read the
Duclos document, we knew that we had alse been
quilty. Long before Comrade Duclos spoke out, we
had come to hate and despise the Browder policy
of liquidation and treachery. But | had voted for
the original Browder proposal to destroy the party
when this proopsal was first made by the National
Committee; a few months later | was forced to

understand the facts of this opportunism. Comrade
McKenney did not vote to wreck the Communist
Party; from the beginning she was opposed to the
Browder betrayal. But neither of us spoke out. We
thought discipline required us to be silent. When we
read the Duclos statement, we knew we had been
wrong—rterribly wrong."

Almost everything that is wrong with Stalin-
ism is contained in this statement and we shall
analyze it in detail. But_first we want to.sum-
’ marize the rest of the Mec-
Kenney - Minton  statement.
The gist of the document is
that the ousting of Browder
and his replacement by Fos-
fer’s leatlership and the ap-
pointment of Eugene Dennis
as national secretary has not
really changed the line of the

& party; that the policies of the
new leadership is fundamentally the same as
Browder's examples: :

1. The document charges the party with a
false struggle “to maintain world peace,” when
as a matter of fact “there is a war in China.” The
American party is charged with feeling “no sor-
row for our brothers in China.” McKenney and
Minton hold U. S. imperialism responsible for the
war in China, denounce the party for opportun-
jsm on this question and demand a struggle
against American imperialism. They say nothing
about Russian imperialism and Stalinist interests
in helping to instigate the Chinese war but adopt
a position reminiscent of the early days when
Russia and the Communist International advo-
cated and pursued a revolutionary socialist pol-
jey. Twenty years of Stalinist degeneration has
not been without its effects on McKenney and
Minton.

2. The document charges the party with lack-
ing theoretical leadership because it failed to
analyze the nature of imperialism, war as an _in-
tegral part of capitalism, and monopoly capitalism
as the instigator of war. This theoreétical poverty
of the party, says the statement, is responsible
for its present opportunism.

3. Dennis is taken to task for continuing.a
policy which purportedly originated with Brow-
der: support of the Democratic Party in parlia-
mentary activity on the ground that it embodies
the “progressive policies of Roosevelt.” They say:
“Throughout his report, Dennis talks about ‘pro-
Roosevelt forces,’ about ‘the pro-Roosevelt ecom-
mittees and activities within the Democratic

Party.’ So did Browder. What does Dennis mean
by these labels? He never tells us. Does he mean
the same forces that Browder discovered?

The fundamental reason why Dennis does not
“differentiate,” is because there is no real ‘“dif-
ferentiation” unless the more militant and threat-

ening tone adopted by the CP in response to the
new Russian foreign policy can be called a differ-
entiation, and not what it really is: a Russian
effort to blackmail U. S. imperialism into making
concessions to it at the UN.

The statement quotes extensively from the
stupid report of Dennis to prove that he actually
carries out a line simliar to Browder’s.

THEY LOOK TO STALIN FOR AID

4. In properly designating the CP policy as
opportunist, the statement calls on Stalin for as-
sistance and quotes from the “master” that “op-
portunism in our midst is like an ulcer in a
healthy organism, and must not be tolerated.”
Evidéence of the opportunism of the party is re-
vealed in its lack of hatred for capitalism, its re-
fusal to advocate the struggle for socialism. Mec-
Kenney and Minton say:

"In this crucial moment in history, the Commu-
nist Party has no defined, clear position on inde-
pendent political action...in this crucial moment
of history, the Communist party approaches imme-
didte tasks with petty-bourgecis confusion, with
reformist premises....In this crucial moment of
history, the leadership of the American Communist
Party does not expose sufficiently the dangerous
role ‘of the liberal bourgeocisie...communists can-
not accept, as the present leadership does, a posi-
tion tailing behind bourgeois allies, or merging
with them, or abandonitig an independent class
[ ious, revolutionary peosition....In this crucial
moment ‘of history, the reports of the National
Committee express no angry hatred for the capital-
ist system. The leadership does not emphasize the
great truth that workers must learn: Only socialism
can ‘make the people free."

The statement then criticizes the selection of
Dennis as 'secretary of the party, saying that this
choice was hasty and made solely on Foster’s
initiative because he whs, in Foster’s words, “least
affected by Browder’s revisionism.” In proving
that Dennis was completely immersed in Brow-
der’s revisionism, MeKenney and Minton say that
the choice of Dennis was light-minded in view of
the experiences the CP has had with secretaries
Wwho have betrayed the party, naming in succes-
‘sion, Jay Lovestone, Ben Gitlow and Earl Brow-
der. But what they fail to see is that the greatest

. betrayer of all was the biggest secretary of them
all and the man who placed the “secretary of the
party” on the throne of all organizations: Stalin!

We have now dealt with the several viewpoints
of the groups of people expelled from the CP.
Whatever differences they may have with each
other, they agree on the need for revising the
whole course of the communist movement in this
country. But what they understand by a revolu-
tionary socialist position is diluted with Stalinism.

(To be concluded next week)

sertion. Obviously, some enterprises
have higher profit than others. By
and large, however, the mass of
profits are concentrated in the large
monopolistic enterprises (which are
the real enemies of small and mar-
ginal businesses), employing tens of
thousands of workers, the majority
of whom are on the payrolls of pre-
cisely those companies upon whom
the CIO is making its demands. And
even if some of these do not show as
high profit as others, it should be
borne in mind that it is not a ques-
tion of the profit level of last month,
this month, or the next, but of the
conditions of monopolistic enter-
prise over a period of several years
when profits have been high and
constant, and when enormous re-
serves were piled up—all at the ex-
pense of labor. :

The threat of industry that if it
grants new wage increases, it will
immediately increase prices corre-
spondingly and thus shift the cost of
wage increases on the workers and -~
the ‘mass of people, would mean the
continuation of a basic capitalist pol-
icy. Up to now, big business has been
acting 'in collusion .with the govern-
ment to rob the people. Last year
when the 18%% cent raises were
granted thousands of workers, these
increases were swallowed by general
price increases over and above the
highest wage inerease granted. The

Validity

“little-publicized” report of the OPA,
reported by Philip Murray, pointed
out that: :

"For manufacturing as a whole
price increases from January, 1945 to
September 30, 1946, averaged' hiore
than ten times the amount necessary
to offset wage increases with ne
squeeze in profits.”

No squeeze indeed! On the con-
trary, profits were even larger. This .
fact alone shows why the general
strategy of the UAW in the GM
strike was absolutely correct. The
struggle for wages today cannot be
made without simultaneously includ-
ing the demand that prices not be
increased. The difficulty of the GM
strike was that the rest of the labor
movement did not get behind 'the
UAW. Both Murray and Lewis, in

ed their wage increases without the

steel and coal respectively, demand- ;— :
o

slightest concern about the price in- £
creases demanded by the steel and

coal barons. Only those with short -
memories have forgotten how the
steel and coal industries were given
excessive price increases to over-
come the pitiful wage increases they
agreed to. If the CIO does not press
the demand “wage increases with no
increase in prices,” they will not
have achieved their goal in'the im-
pending struggle. This demand has
to become the watchword of labor in
this period.

Meader keport Maligns
Negro and Jewish Soldiers

By E. R. McKINNEY

No one above the intellectual level
of a beetle should be surprised at
the attempted suppression of the
Meader report on- the carryings-on
of the U, S. Army in Germany. In
the first place, what is reported by
Meader is nothing new except in
quantity and degree. Occupying arm-

. ies+of conquest have always lived

off the conquered country and its
people. Military conquerors have al-
ways been plunderers and despoilers.
This fact is not obliterated by call-
ing the conquering military force an
“army of liberation.” '

Conquered peoples are considered
inferiors. This is particularly true
in cases where the conquerors are
“Nordies” taking over the territory
of “lesser breeds.” If it is not the
case of “Nordies” against non-Nor-
dics, it may be the simple case of the
enemy being a “foreigner.” White
Americans, in- Germany, have con-
quered some “foreigners.” There are
thousands of “displaced persons,”
most of whom are Jews, There are
Negro soldiers in the occupying
army of the United States, and
there are German women who are
white and who may not have the
same attitude toward Negroes as
prevails in the “Land of the Free
and the Home of the Brave.,” All of
this creatés quite a situation for the
American “men of good will”
charged with the responsibility of
making a “democratic” nation out
of Germany. ° .

“FREE ENTERPRISE”

1t seems that the top military men
and their civilian experts haven't
done a good job in the eyes of some
people. According to investigator
Meader, the army in Germany has a
high rate of venereal disease: 70 per
cent for Negro troops and 30 per
cent for white. "Meader also found
what he called “flagrant miscegena-
tion.” (Evidently this was something
brand new to Meader. He had never
heard of any miscegenation in the
U. 8., “flagrant” or mild.) A “low
‘quality” of white troops is being sent
to Germany. Meader doesn’t say
what constitutes the “lowness” of
their quality. Perhaps they prefer
being back in the U. 8., and doing
something useful.
" There are about 450,000 nationals
from Russian-dominated countries
who dow't want to go back home.
They are a heavy expense to the
American taxpayer according to
Meader. There are 200,000 Jews in
the U. S. zone from Eastern Europe.
Meader seems to believe that they
“ought to go back where they come
from,” and get off the backs of the
overburdened American taxpayer. It
doesn't occur to Meader that these
oppressed Jews wmay have heard
something about ‘“freedom from
fear,” und have come to the Ameri-
can zone to enjoy some of this free-
dom.

Meader discovered that high army
officers, true to the spirit of .“our sys-
tem of free enterprise,” were en-
gaged in all sorts of indiseriminate
“free enterprise” operations with
U. S. government property and Ger-
man property. And, according to
Meader and his informant, a U. S.
lieutenant colonel, “the worst of-

fenders were generals and high-
ranking colonels.” One of these very

patriotic gentlemen engaged in black

market operations and bought a ho-
tel. Another deposited $60,000 in a °

Swiss bank. Several officers, 'sccord-

ing to the report, were “charged with
white slavery.” This translated into®
everyday language means that’

these officers were peddling German |

women for “immoral purposes.” Of-
ficers were engaged in hauling afmy

coal, wood and food to the homes of
their “mistresses” in army vehicles.
These officers had requisitioned both
houses and luxurious furnishings for
the use of these mistresses.

MEADER ON NEGROES

While the escapadés of the white

officers are very disquieting to
Meader, he is particularly perturbed
over what he found the Negro
troops 'doing. After all, a limit must
be set somewhere, The War Depart-~
ment, aceording to the report, is
aware of the problem “but is reluc-
tant to take any action to correct it
because of fear of political repercus-
sion from Negro groups.” And what
is it that should be corrected? Ne-
groes move “freely and unsupervised
among .the civilian population . . .
they have ready access to army sup-
plies.” (They are cutting in on ‘the
generals’ racket!)

Worst of all these Negroes use
these army supplies for “gaining fa-
vor with frauleins.” And how is this
possible? Because German women
were “propagandized by Hitler 'into
a psychology of moral laxness, and
in view of the food shortage. .. .”
The report does not explain just how
this can be the result of “moral lax-
ness” induced by Hitler since one
cornerstone of Hitler's teaching was
white German superiority, and es-
pecially the inferiority of the Negro.
How could any German white wo-

man, “educated” by Hitler, consort :

with a Negro no matter how hungry
she might be? Furthermore, it seems
to us that the proper way to remedy
this situation is to send over more
“generals and high-ranking colonels.”

What else should be corrected?
Well, “‘in Moosberg a Negro private
and his white English WIFE ivere
occupying « house BY THEM-

SELVES which had been requisi-

tioned.” According to the report, the
local military officer “deplored this.”
Also “about 150 Negro troops,
housed in private dwellings, brought

with them certain German women

with whom they had been fraterniz-
ing.” This, of course, is terrible. The
military authorities in Germany for
one reason or other have not yet es-
tablished the four freedoms Ameri-

can style. Negroes are not complete--
ly segregated and Jim Crowed. There

haven't been any lynchings. The re-

port makes no charge that Negro
soldiers are “raping” German wo-

men. No German women, it secems,
has seen fit to yell “rape.”

The report does not 'eha‘rg‘é that

the Negro soldiers are engaging in
“white slavery.” This is a monopoly

of the white officers.
There is venereal disease among

the troops, more among Negroes, ac-

cording to the report than among
the white troops.

(Continued on page 5)

Meader. was

A
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For a Joint Labor Strategy Board

In an adjoining column we reprint the
text of a letter addressed by Philip Mur-
ray of the CIO to the AFL and the Rail-
road Brotherhoods. The letter was pro-
voked by the mine crisis and the reintro-
duction of Government by Injunction.
Thus, it is by itself an argument for pre-
cisely the kind of over-all joint action de-
manded by the problems that labor faces.

‘Whether anything will come of Mur-
ray’s proposal remains to be seen. There
is not even any indication at present that
Murray is seriously promoting the idea,
now that the mine strike is temporarily

".over, and the fine levied against the miners
is before the Supreme Court for review.
And there has not yet been, so far as we
know, any answer from Willian Green or

. the leaders of the Railroad Brotherhoods

" to whom the letter was addressed. How-
ever, we sincerely hope that something
will come out of the proposal. For it is an
essential approach to the needs of the la-
bor movement.

A year ago, in connection with the se-
ries of strike actions then in progress,
LABOR ACTION raised the slogan of a
coordinated strike strategy board, demo-
cratically representing all the unions. We
have repeated it since in connection with
various situations, all of which confront

labor with the necessity of massing its
strength and presenting a common front
against the bosses and their government.
If there remained any doubt in anyone's
mind of the acuté importance of this pro-
posal, it should have been completely dis-
pelled by the mine strike and the injunc-
tion proceedings that accompanied it.
With multiple battles shaping up for this
winter, the idea has a new urgency.

Let us review for a moment several sa-
lient facts in the situation. We here take
for granted that all of our readers are fa-
miliar with the price picture and the ne-
cessity for wresting wage increases from
the .corporations while prices are held in
line. A drive is now shaping up in union
after union, with the big CIO unions spear-
heading the action, for substantial wage
increases. This drive will be met with the
combined opposition of the corporation
magnates and their government stooges.
This opposition will take the form (a) of
high-pressured publicity campaigns; (b)
of mountainous anti-labor funds built up
by the giant industries to.weather long
strike periods; (c¢) of coordinated employ-
er action against strikers and striking
union; and (d) of anti-labor legislation
and, possibly, of further 1n3unct10n moves

. by the government.

'LABOR IS IN DIRECT CONFLICT WITH THE GOVERNMENT

“YWe ‘Should ‘be well acqiiainted with the

first of these. More and more newspaper
space is being given over to institutional
advertising, serving the single purpose in
many cases of whipping up public senti-
ment against labor. The recent reports of
the fund General Motors is putting aside
to “sit out a strike” are adequate proof
of the second. With respect to the third,
‘'we must remind ourselves of the secret
conferences at a big New York hotel dur-
ing the last strike wave, involving some
of the top corporation executives in the
country. These were accidentally disclosed
in the hearings of a Congressional com-
mittee. And the fourth brings up the mat-
ter of far more than outright injunction
procedure or anti-labor laws.

In every situation, however small, labor
find$ itself face to face with the govern-
ment. The government will be involved up
to its ears in the negotiations of the steel
workers, the auto workers, ete. It may try
to pull some such deal as it did last year,

where_ it approved wage increases and

then pérmitted wage-cutting price in-
creases. It may try anti-labor legislation,
such as has already been promised by vari-
ous members of the new Congress. It may
try some more of its injunction procedure.

Whatever it does, it wiil do as the serv-

ant of capitalism. And. the one thing that
can stop it is concerted labor action. It is,
for example, an incontestable certainty
that the government will think twice about

#ryjing ¥o slap an injunction on the auto
workers or steel. workers if it knows in
advance that such.a mové will provoke ‘a
national protest embracing all forms of
action, including stop-work action. The
same goes for anti-labor legislation, and so
on down the line. Some particularly rabid
reactionaries might persevere with their
designs; but the others would be quickly
brought to their senses.

“You will note that we here omit refer-
ence to such a vital aspect of the question
as independent labor political action (and
to those parts of President Murray’s letter
with which we sharply disagree—his ref-
erences to Roosevelt, -ete.). We devoted a
great part of our last issue to this ques-
tion, which constitutes, in our opinion, the
principal lesson of the mine strike and of
every battle in which labor has been en-
gaged recently. We shall continue to em-
phasize that prime necessity. The problem
of labor unity, and joint iabor action, is
obviously not separable from the question
of political action; the two are fundamen-
tall¥ united. However, we deal with the
matter here only in terms of Murray’s let-

‘ter, and on the simplest plane of necessity.

As President Murray wrote in connection
with the mine strike and the CIO’s partici-
pation in the anti-injunction appeal: “We
have learned through the bitter experience
of other countries that liberty is indivisible
and that a blow at the liberties of the'
miners is a blow at the liberty of all of us.”

DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION OF RANK AND FILE ‘

There is in session, at the time of this
writing, a meeting of the heads of the
CIO’s auto, steel and electrical unions to
discuss a common strategy in their wage
drive. Good. The same kind of thing, with
one important and vital addition, is re-
quired for the union movement as a ‘whole,
for AFL unions, for Brotherhood unions
as well as for CIO unions. To oppose the
anti-union machinations of the employers
and their government, to put over.a com-
pletely effective campaign to, raise wages
and lower prices, to accomplish the vari-
ety of tasks that confront the labor move-
ment, we require the full steam of unified
union action.

What is the addition we propose? THE
DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION OF THE
RANK AND FILE!—on coordinating com-
mittees in the separate localities of their
operqiion and on a national scale.

_ This is not-a proposal to exclude the
leaderships. Quite the contrary. They

should be there, blut the ranks ought to be
in a position to speak decisively in decid-

¢ ing action and planning the scope of joint
.strategy. They are closest to the problems.

They are not divided by artificial barriers
of bureaucratic self-interest. They are not
likely to weaken their action at the last
moment, as it was weakened last year by
self-defeating agreements in Washington.’
Their interest as working men and women
will dictate the fullriess of cooperation in
wage strategy and in the, direction of all
the activities labor must undertake.
Murray’s letter is only a beginning.
Weak as it is in not providing for the par-
ticipation of the rank and file, it is never-
theless a beginning—if it is taken out of
the letter stage and transferred to the
meeting stage. To repeat, we would like
to see it bear fruit in a meeting of the.
union representatives called to outline a
concrete scheme of common action, and
developing into. a DEMOCRATICALLY
CHOSEN UNION STRATEGY BOARD.

Pres. Philip Murrday of CIO this week sent the
following letter to AFL Pres. William Green, Pres.
A. F. Whitney of the Brotherhood of Railroad Train-
men, and Chairman Thomas C. Cashen of the Rail-
way Labor Executives Assn.

It has become self-evident that there is a deliber-
ate and monstrous movement under way to cripple,
if not destroy, the labor movement of this country.

Since V-J Day the large industrial combines, to-
gether wifth their represenfuﬂves in Congress, have
directed an unabafed attack against organized labor.
This has taken the form of deliberate measures to
bring about inflation at the expense of the American
people and through vicious propaganda to place the
blame for the resulting hurdsh!ps at the door of the
American workers.

Where labor in the face of shrinking -earnings
and rising cost of living sought to obtain necessary
wage increases, industry arrogantly refused to en-
gage in collective bargaining in order to provoke

opinion against labor.

At’ the same time the 79th Congress, under the
dictatorship of a reactionary coalition, refused to
enact any legislation designed to improve the eco-
nomic well-being of the American people such as
broadening and éxtending the minimum wage law,
providing an adequate housing program for veterans
and others, extending the Social Security Law, and
other measures embraced within President Roose-
velt’s Economie Bill of Rights. Instead, legislation
was whipped through Congress to shackle labor and

strikes. This was part of the plan to inflamé¢ public _

Murray Letter on Labor Unity

" Labor, the Congress bf Industrial Organization, and

weaken its ability to cope with increasing enemy
attacks.

The election results of November b have been
deliberately misinterpreted by these very same pred-
atory interests as a stamp of approval upon their
evil design and have obviously encouraged them to
deepen their attack upon organized labor.

The stage is set for the 80th Congress to be met
by national hysteria deliberately fomented and in-
spired. In essence, the attempt is to divert the at-
tention of the American people from those interests
which are actually causing national Ilurdllnips for the
common people through inflation,

The membership of the.American Federation of

the Railway Labor Unions .demand relief against
the intolerable conditions which now confront them
and protection against the ferocious attack now be-
ing made upon them. This relief can be forthcoming
only through the unified action on the part of these
three labor organizations. Such unity of action is
jmperative and of vital importance.

In the interest of our membership, of all of the
democratic and progressive forces of our nation—
whose very survival may be at stake—I| urgently sug-
gest that the leaders of these three national laber
organizations meet as quickly as possible for the pur-
pose of devising in unity a common program of &co-
nomic and legislative measures.

It is my sincere conviction that we, the leaders
of our respective organizations, must in the interest
of our nation and our democratic institutions arise
above any petty or personal quarrels to agsure the
successful completion of such a program.

. - L] =
Pump Priming for Germany

The U. 8. and Britain have begun a drive to make
the occupied western zone of Germany self-supporting
(by 1950) to avoid the tremendous expense of upkeep
which it has thus far entailed. They plan to invest
$1,000,000,000 in this attempt to restore German econ-
omy to the point where it can at least provide a mini-
mum subsistence standard for its people without outside
aid.

Until now the U. S. has been forced: to spend
$200,000,000 a year, over and above the military costs
of oceupation, just to keep the people of its zone from
complete starvation and epidemie. Britain has spent
twice as much in its zone, Since these two imperialist
powers plan to continue their occupation of Germany
for an indefinite time, they ‘wish to cut their outlays
sharply.

Accordingly, the following plan has been worked
out: the British and U. S. occupation zones have been
economically merged, though they remain politically
separated. . An investment, of 7§$1,000,000,000, equally
borne by ‘Britain and the U. S., will be made in order
to uplift ‘the economy of Wesbern Europe. By raising
somewhat the near-starvation level of food-consumption
in western Germany, it is expected that the present very
low level of productivity will also be raised. (For peo-
ple who have not had enough to eat cannot work effi-
ciently. Recurrent reports have told of workers col-
lapsing in Ruhr factories because of hunger.) ;

By supplying the merged economic zone with the raw
materials it requires, the Amnglo-American bloc hopes
further to increase its pr oduqtim'ty n order to build up

a volume of fabricated ea:pm ts. The output of western

Germany, caleulate the ewperts of the U, S. and Britain,
can be expanded by 1950 . to support an export trade
which not only will be able to pay for the needed im-
ports of raw materials and food, but also produce a
surplus. Western Germany shoulfl then be in a position
by 1950 to start repaying the $1,000,000,000 that Britain
and the U. S. are now sinking into it.

’

A REMARKABLE COMMENTARY ON CAPITALISM

We believe that these facts constitute a quite re-
markable commentary on_the nature of “present-day
capitalist society. For consider: After the Allied bloc
won the war, there was all kinds of talk about reducing
Germany to an agrlcultural nation (the Morgenthaun
plan and various less extreme versions) and about pre-
venting Germany from rebuilding and reorganizing its

heavy industry so that she would not again be able to

wage a modern war. Measures along these lines, if only
because of the neglect and irresolution of the ocecupying
authorities, were begun. But the realities of economic
life won out over these absurd plans to reducesthe in-
dustrial heart of Europe to “pastoral status.” For the

-
reduction of western Germany to a non-industrial area
meant: a) a sharp decline in the living standards of all
the rest of Europe, which heavily depends on this in-
dustrial center; b) a catastrophic economic decline in
Germany itself with tremendous unemployment; and
¢) the need for the victorious imperialist powers to sup-
port Germany economically lest outright hunger lead to
uncontrollable revolt and upset the delicate European
balance.

Now the very same powers which had toyed with the
idea of deindustrialization of Germany are forced, as a
result of the absurdity of their policy, to turn about and
inerease both the food alloiments and the credits for
raw materials so that German industry can be par-
tially revived to pay for the costs of occupation. But
this partial and strictly limited revival of German in-
dustry again poses the possible threat that it may be
used by a rensacent German imperialism and that it
will again offer competition to U. S. and British in-
dustry.

THE POSSIBILITIES OF THE RUHR
Thus do we see how capitalist economy continually

heaps up contradiction after contradiction, A rational
socialist society of course would -seize g,\pon;‘_the-.gigeatv,:

productive power of western Germany -in order. to re~.
vive the entire European economy. The Ruhr, properly
organizéd and its workers adequately fed, rested and
housed, could be the dynamo with which the dormant
European economy could again be moved. But under
control of the victorious capitalist bloc of the U. S. and
Britain, the Ruhr -is used largely to provide a limited
expansion of productivity in order...to make possible
the payment of reparations! This is the madness of
capitalism.

We have here mentioned only one aspect of the situ-
ation; there are others. For one thing, the U. S.-Britain
bloc is thinking of western Germany as an economice
military bastion in case of war with Russia—which is
why the Kremlin disapproves of even the limited eco-
nomic expansion of western Germany now begun.
France, always in the path of German imperialist ex-
pansion, fears the increase in Ruhr productivity for
similar reasons. And there are also reasons of German
internal politics, manipulated by the occupation powers,
behind this latest move.

But one thing is clearly evident: German and Euro-
pean economy cannot reach any rational, healthy status
so long as the paralyzing grip of imperialist occupation
continues. It is for this reason, if no other, that the
political point of view of the Workers Party on the na-
tional question in the oceupled countries—the idea that
the socialists must be in the forefront of the struggle to
drive out the imperialist’ occupations—is such a poten-
tially potent weapon for the slowly reappearing revolu-
tionary groups of Europe.

SHORT STORIES, by James T. Far-
rell. Penguin Books, 1946. 213 pp.,
25 cents.

Reviewed by ARTHUR ST_EIN

In this new reprint of short stories
by James T. Farrell we get a de-
tailed and keen painting of the ex-
perience of youth for the sons and
daughters of American workers and
thembers of the middle class. The
painting is done with considerable
skill; while he reads this little book,
the smell of greasy restaurants on
Chicago’s South Side will disturb the
reader’s nostrils, and the hazy hope-
lessness of “Jazz-age"” emotions will
depress his moods. We get pictures
of a college sophisticate who cannot
escape our universal fate and ends

with 'becoming a quite prosaic house-.

wife (*Angela”™); of a despondent
young man who is fascinated by
Coughlin and Hitler and has his ‘eye
blackéned when he attempts to break
up a Trotskyist street meeting
(“Tommy Gallagher’s Crusade”); of
a clerk whose uncontrollable yearn-
ings and frustrations leave him be-
wildered and humming the latest hit
tune (“A Jazz-Age Clerk”); and of
many more whose common trait in-
variably is their total inability to
grasp the elements of their own be-
wilderment.

These stories, as all of Farrell’s

other creative writings, can well be
taken as a social document of the
period in which we live. His objec-
tivity is scrupulous. The photographic
quality of his work, often carried to
a painful extreme, makes his books
unusually instructive: again and
again we are given descriptions of
the lives of the various layers of the
lower classes; again and again we are
ireated to extensive and illuminating

RECEIVED: -
THE ODYSSEY, by Homer. Trans-
lated by E. V. Riew. Penguin

Books, 25 cents.

A new translation of the world-
famous classic.
L ]

LADY INTO FOX and A MAN IN
THE ZO0O, by David Garneit,
Penguin Books, 25 cents.

Written in the vein of realistic fan-
tasy, Lady Into Fox is an account of
the transformation of a beautiful
woman into a vixen, and its effect
upon her husband; and A Man in the

Zoo is a description of a young man

who offers himself to London’s Zoo-

logical Society as a specimen of H

Sapieps after a lover’s quarrel.

examinations of the thoug'ht. processes
of the mediocre creatures who are
produced in our world. And all this
is presented to us virtually without
comment. There is never an obvious
“message” or “moral”; if the author’s
selection of his material makes us
feel that he is a revolutionist, the
hints he gives us are certainly re-
strained. )

To keep political moralizing out of
novels is usually an excellent policy
for a myriad of reasons, the most im-
portant of which is the fact that a
fictionalizing of political issues lends
itself well to sloppy thinking and to
demagogic emotional appeals. But
Farrell's restraint extends beyond his
refusal to use his books for political
propaganda. His method consists of a
presentation of nothing but life itself,
and that drawn to the same approxi-
ma.te scale aé'it is in the original.

]
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THAT VETERAN'S BONUS

The following round-up reveals the current
status of the veteran’s bonus throughout the coun-
try. Clip it out and keep it for those arguments
in the shop.

In the recent elections three states approved
the granting of bonuses:

Illinois, aceording to Newsweek, “approved
overwhelmingly by referendum a proposal to pay
the state’s 916,000 veterans a bonus at the rate
of $10 for every month of domestic service, $15
for every month overseas, the total not to exceed
$882.50.”

Michigan “approved by a nearly two-to-one. .
vote a bonus financed by a $270,000,000 bond is-
sue. Scaled as in Illinois, the top limit was set at
$500....”

Rhode Island, “authorized $20,000,000 worth
of bonds to pay 90,000 servicemen and women and
more than 2,000 members of the merchant marine
cash bonuses of $200 each.”

Several other states prior to the elections had
already voted bonuses: )

Massachusetts grants $200 for six months’ or
more domestic service and $300 for service over-
seas.

Vermont provides $10 for each month in serv-
ice, with a maximum payment of $120.

New Hampshire similarly grants $10 for éia_ch
month in the service, but with a maximum of $100.

"NOTHING'S TOO GOOD FOR THE BOYS"

When the number of states which have granted
bonuses is considered, and when the size of the
miserable handouts is taken into -account, it is
obvious that the bonuses reflect political expedi-
ency ‘rather than the needs of the returned sol-
diers.

The right of the veteran to be granted a bonus
cannot be successfully contested. In most cases he °
was subjected to extreme dangers. Often he was
wounded, or he picked up some recurrent disease-
like malaria. The vicious military life often
evoked psychoneurotic -disorders. Away from
home for long months and years, living under the
maddening army discipline, without women, sub-
jected to many privations and indignities, the sol~
dier or sailor lost years of his life which can never
be made up.

While he was in the service he could not save
money. During this time his family usually lived
in reduced circumstances. When he was dis-
charged he often found himself a man without a
skill, without a job, or without seniority on his
job. Not haafing had his own home prior to the war
he many times found himself forced to pay exor-
bitant rents. The rate of unemployment among

tiow ws-a whole-~Added to all this is the sky-.
crocketing cost of living, which finds the vets at a,
bad disadvantage.

Yes, the vet deserves his bonus.

THE SCREAMERS ON THIS ISSUE ¢

Those who howl most indignantly, naturally
are the corporations through their paid servants,
the newspapers. The capitalists, of course, whose
very existence guarantees a succession of bloody
wars, made billions in profits during the war and
continue today to haul in unprecedented sums.
They are interested solely in their profits, not in
the anonymous, scared, miserable, human beings
who fought their war for them.

The AVC, the most progressive of the current
veterans’ organizations is also opposed to the bo-
nus. This flows from several sources: a desire not
to appear as indiscriminate freebooters of the
treasury, using the veterans as a bludgeon (“Citi-"
zens First, Veterans Second!”) a concept which
overlooks the special sacrifices which were made
By the veteran; the middle-class composition :of
the AVC, whele monetary problems are mnot so
acute as among the working class; the class-col-
laborationist role of leaders such as Bolté, who @
get jumpy every time mass actlon is even sug-
gested.

OUR PROGRAM FOR THE VETERANS

The Workers Party bonus program is very.
simple: $1,000 for every year or major fraction
thereof spent in the armed forces. This money is
not to be filched from the people by means of a
sales tax but is to be equitably raised through a
heavy tax on corporate profits. Let those who
benefited from the war pay for it!

Any government which can unb]ushmgly
spend $2,000,000,000 for the development of the
fixst atomic bomb and can equally cooly contem-
plate the expenditure of a similar sum for the de-
velopment of the long-range, remote-control rocket
can easily institute such a bonus program.

We- admit, of course, to the gravest defect in
oursbonus program—it won'’t kill anybody.

Mister Attlee Explains...

That the Troops Can't Come Home

“Once again Prime Minister Attlee has
felt it necessary . . . to explain pessimisti-
cally why Britain cannot reduce her far-
flung armed forces to the extent that he and
his government hoped....

“...many troops would be spending their v
fourth or fifth Christmas away from home.”

New York Times, November 27, 1946.
BUT NOT WHY THEY CAN'T

Excerpts from a report on action of Brit-
ish troops against Jewish refugee boats in
Palestine: “Eye-witnesses said four charg-.
es by soldiers swinging clubs were made be- d
fore sufficient troops bringing tear gas and
hoses could board . .. sereams were heard

-« imamigrants . . . were suffering from the
effects of gas. ... Babies’ faces were puffed,
their eyes closed. . .. There were about 500
children and 100 pregnant women aboard.”

New York.Times, November 27, 1946. .

wets dseven now! higher than among the populg-, '
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LABOR ACTION

By IRVING HOWE

On Election Day, in the East Har-
lem area of New York City, where
the former ally of fascists, present
darling of Stalinists and ruthless lo-
cal machine boss, Vito Marcantonio,
rules, a Republican district captain,
Joseph Scottoriggio, was murdered
while on his way to the polls.

Since then the case has become
a cause célébre in the .city. It has
been eagerly seized upon by the Re-
publican opponents of Marcantonio
as a means of trying to discredit him
in the public eye. Governor Dewey
paid a personal visit to the \:vidow of
the murdered man in order to ex-
press his sympathy—in the presence
of camera men, of course. The Re-
publicans, convinced that the murder
or their local leader could be traced

- . ~

VITO MARCANTONIO

or at least plausibly laid at the door
of the Marcantonio machine, have
continuously demanded investigations.

POLICE SHAKEUP RESULTS

As a result, a major shakeup has
just been anncunced in the New York
City Police Department. Assistant
Chief Inspector John J. De Martino,
for twelve years head of the uni-
formed police force of Manhattan’s
East Side, has been forced to “resign"
and the ranks of the cops have been
thoroughly shaken up after the
charges of District Attorney Frank
Hogan that “high ranking police offi-
cials in Harlem were hampering the

investigation into the Election Day . ; : ;
- :Demoeratic: primary “and ' has -often
“fworked with Tammany Hall. If they

“miirders”  (New “Yorlk Times, Décem-~
Ler 12.)

Though Tammany Hall, with which
Mayor O’Dwyer is politically asso-
ciated, has made repeated deals with”
Marcantonio, it has not relished the
need to share patronage and power
with this lecal political martinet and
accomplice of the Stalinists (Marcan-'
tonio is chairman of the New York
ALP). O'Dwyer, both as a result of
powerful pressure and a fear that
anything less than a forceful investi-
gation might lead to the case blow-
ing up'in the face of the local Demo-
eratic Party, then put the spurs to
Police Commissioner Wallander and
the police shakeup was the result.

In the meantime, several local East

Harlem toughs have been held as ma-
terial witnesses. They are: Joey Rao,
big-shot aide during Prohibition to
the late Dutch  Schultz; Michael
(Trigger Mike) Coppola, strong-arm
man for the late Vincent Coll, Har-
lem beer runner; and Emilio Tizel,
a local tough who is being held in
custody for fear that he may be
“rubbed out” because of the infor-
mation he has allegedly given to the
police. The former two have had
their bail reduced from $250,000 each
to $40,000 each—by Democratic Judge
Aaron Levy.

FACTS ARE SORDID

These “are the facts at the time of
writing. Now let’s try to unravel the
meaning of this sordid situation:

1) Who Killed Scottoriggio? Accord-
ing to all observers, the killing of
this insignificant little man was prob-
ably an “accident.” The skilled crime
reporter of the N. Y. Times, Meyer
Berger, offétred on December 12 a,
conjecture which seems reasonable: |

« ,.it might develop that the Re-
publican district captain’s death from
a bedting at the polls may have been
the mistake of overzealous East Har-
lem ‘muscle men’ assigned, as under-
world argot would have it, ‘to just
give it to him once over lightly.’”

It is common knowledge that Mare-
antonio’s political domination in East
Harlem, a neighborhood populated
primarily by the most poverty-strick-
en elements in the city, is based on
an allianceé between his local politi-
cal machine WITH the Stalinists and
WITH local gangs of toughs. Fclr in
no other part of the city are gam-
bling, prostitution, vice, dope-smug-
gling and other racketeering so com-
mon—and so undisturbed by the po-
lice. ]

In the recent election, the Repub-
licans were for the first time in years
a major threat to Marcantonio. Re-
publican meetings were constantly
disturbed by his goons and in sev-
eral cases violence was used against
Republican election workers. It is
then possible that some of these goons
got a little too rough; or that, in ad-
dition to fulfilling an assignment
they had a personal grudge against

Scottoriggio and therefere added a°

few blows for good measure—one \of
which proved fatai?

2) What Is the Role of the Demo-
cratic Party? The Democrats are in
a .very.ticklish situation—for Marc-
antonio is:their ally. He captured the

could be shown to be lax in finding
the killer, it would be a. tremendous
political blow at them. Mayor
O'Dwyer has therefore, like it or
not, had to put the squeeze on the
police! But one fact is already clear:
Tammany Hall has played ball with
the Marcantonio gang, has been an
ally and accomplice in its corruption;
_it has winked its eye at the events in
East Harlem—at least until the going
got too hot.

3) What About the  Police? The
blunt statement of DA Hogan about
“high police officials...hampering
the investigation” is virtually an open
admission that the police . have

Our readers will recall that on
December 2, LABOR ACTION pub-
lished a report on the convention
of the Socialist Workers Party
which expelled Dave Jeffries and
Felix Morrow, former editor of !Ihe
Fourth International and member
of the National Committee of the
SWP. This event was but another
in the long Internal struggle
against the bureaucratic regime in
the party and its false political

*‘policies. Tie first reaction to the
expulsion of the above fwo, came
from San Francisco where three
leading members of the branch an-
nounced their resignation from the
SWP. We publish below the state-
ment of the three for the informa-
tion of our readers and as part of
the material relating to problems
inside the revolutionary socialist
movement which LABOR ACTION
has carried from fime to time.—
Editors.

°
Sunday, Dec. 1, 1946
To the'San Francisco-Oakland
Branches of the Socialist
Workers Party
Dear Comrades: ]

The Socialist Workers Party
Convention of 1946 has bureau-
eratically expelled two of its lead-
ing members: Comrades Felix
Morrow of the National Commit-’
tee, and Dave Jeffries. In addi-
tion, that convention empowered
the local executive committees to
discipline and expel other mem-
bers of the Minority faction. This
is the most flagrant evidence of
the new level of degeneracy to
which the party leadership has
fallen, and is completely alien to
Bolshevik tradition. It is no won-
der that whipped up by such lead-

"ership a lynch spirit swept
through the convention sessions
against a minority whose view-
peint demande%_..serious consider-

Frisco SWP Members Resign;
Protest Convention Expulsions

. cratic rights of jointly building a

" cialist Workers Party and an-

ation. Despite the trumped-up
charges of disloyalty against
Comrades Morrow and Jeffries,
which served as the pretext for
their expulsion, the obvious fact
cries out: that the Cannon leader-
ship is detérmined to remove from

its, path any comrade who dares |

to stand firmly in the way of the
drive for a completely monolithic
party.

Sincere revolutionists, having
differences with the bureaucratic
leadership, now find themselves
relegated to the status of “second
class” members, being denied
democratic functioning within the
ranks of the Socialist Workers
Party. We who proclaimed the
urgency of unity as the means of
advocating the Fourth Interna-
tional in the United States are
compelled by the action of this
convention to turn to the Workers
Party. Despite our differences
with the comrades of that organi-
zation, we are assured the demo-

revolutionary party. From within
the ranks of the Workers Party
we can continue the call for unity.
Again and again it must be pro-
claimed: only unification of the
two Trotskyist parties can avert
the further degeneration of the
Socialist Workers Party; only
unification ecan enable the Trot-
skyist movement to build a mass
revolutionary party ecapable of
leading the American workers to
Socialism. - .
Therefore, as loyal revolution-
ists, devoted to the Fourth Inter-
national, we iesign from the So-

nounce our adherence to the

Workers Party.

Fraternally yours,

(Signed) B. STEELE
N. HOWARD
LILI

Behind the Scottoriggio Murder in Marcantonio’s Bailiwick:.

looked the other way when things
happened in East Harlem. Otherwise,
why the shakeup? There then is a
damning commentary on New York’s
finest.

It is interesting to compare the
frantic activity in this case, where
the political stakes are high, with. po-
lice indifference and routinism in the
case of the unsolved poliiical murder
of Carlo Tresca, anarchist leader, a
few years back. The police depart-
meént, in addition to its traditional
sympathetic: attitude to local racket-
eering, is ‘manipulated by the domi-
nant capitalist party according to its
passing interests. )

4) Where Do the Stalinists Come
In? The Stalinists, themselves expe-
rienced hands at political murders,
who have puffed Marcantonio up
from a small-time political ward-

UN Talks

The General Assembly of the
United Nations has finally adjourned
and the delegates have gorie home.
In next week's LABOR ACTION we
shall present an over-all analysis of
the work of this Assembly. Here we
concern ourselves only with the dis-
pute over the issue of disarmament,
which often led to sharp exchanges
during the' last week at Flushing
Meadows.

For six weeks the debate on dis-
armament dominated the Assembly
meetings. What were the final re-
sulis? Will there now be a universal
disarming of the Powers, great and
small? The answer is a flat NO. Not
a single practical result was obtained,
«beyond the further revelation of the
deep conflicts that divide the greal
'powers, particularly Russia and
America.

The final resolution, adopted by
unanimous consent, referred the en-
tire question to a special meeting of
the General Assembly, to be held
some time in the future. This special
Assembly is to consider practical
proposals for disarmament, elimina-

Meader Report

(Continued from page 3)'

alarmed at 'this. There isn’t much
venereal disease in the U. S. and of
course no one ever heard of this ail-
ment in the army any place outside

A PIECE OF TRIPE

We say,again that no one with a
higher intelligence than a heetle
should be surprised that this report
was suppressed. First of all, it is a
piece of tripe, prepared by a glori-
fied scissor-bill. We do not mean by
this that the report is false. Every
statement made by. Meader may be
true. That is beside the point. What
he.reports in substance has been re-
ported for every country occupied, by
hosts of returning ex-servicemen.
This report could have been called:
“What Every GI Knows.” It would
be suppressed for the reason that it
would never do to let it become pub-
lic that white men and officers of the
U. 8. Army were carrying on like a
bunch of hoodlums, gangsters and
degenerates. The report was not sup-
pressed because Negro soldiers weré
doing things which they ought not
be doing, or which some people think
they ought not be permitted to do.

The War Department might be
disturbed over repercussions From
. Negro groups. They ought to be dis-
_turbed over the Jim Crow assinini-
ties of this backwoods car-window

sociologist. That is not what really |

worries the top brass hats in Wash-
ington, but rather the revelations
about the “generals and high-rank-
ing colonels.” Their “looting,” “black
marketing,” “white slavery,” their
numerous ‘‘mistresses,” and their

. shady business transactions.

If Meader were not what he is re-
vealed te be by his own report; that
is, a high-placed yokel, he would
never have turned in this report. His

ITALIAN WORKERS
CROSS TO FRANCE

Special to Labor Action

Paris, Dec. 6—More than 40,000 Ital-
ian laborers have braved the moun-
tain passes to cross over to France
since the end of the war to find work
and food, the Italian press reports.
Italian workers are said to be living
in “conditions of slavery” in France.
Their labor can be purchased by pay-
ing 6,000 francs to the French state
which_later deducts this tofal from
the workers’ pay. Despite heavy
snowfall in the Alps, 150 workers are
erossing daily. Combat, Parisian
newspaper, declares that the French
state interns all unfit for work, forces
the others to accept harsh contracts
and is implicated in a regular labor

market in Italian immigrant labor to -

alleviate the French labor shortage.
Laborers accepted for work in
France are not permitted to bring

their families with them.

heeler into a national figure, are wor-
ried stiff lest he he implicated, how-
ever indirectly, in the affair. The
Daily Worker has blown hot and
cold in the matter. In its December
11 issue it suggests the possibility that
De Martino’s resignation was pro-
voked “because he would not go along
with certain ‘suggestions’ made to
him to ‘get’ Marcantonio?””

Now the possibility that a move is
on to “get” Marcantonio politically
by means of cooking up a case in
which he would be implicated and
that pressure to that effect was put
on De Martino, cannot be summarily
denied. But that possibility does not
remove the fact that Marcantonio has
worked together with unsavory ele-
ments and that rough - neck tactics
have been used, by his supporters—
the consequences of which for the

-

. |A sordid Record of Corrupt Municipal Pol

i

Scottoriggio case are suggestive. And
that is why the Stalinists are in a
stew—and rightly so, for they too are
deeply implicated in this mess of cap-
italist political corruption.

5) And Now: Enter the Republi-
cans, For the Republicans, all of this
seems a golden opportynity. To.im-
plicate, no matter how Validly, the
Marcantonio-Stalinist-Tammany alli-
ance in this murder would be of tre-
mendous help to them; which is why
Governor Dewey has been putting so
much pressure on the city adminis-
tration. But the hands of the Repub-
licans are also soiled in this affair.
For Marcantonio was the protégé and
darling of the former Republican
Mayor, Fiorello La Guardia. As the
New York Post of December 13
writes: “Mayor La Guardia...closed
his eyes to the goings-on in the baili-

Disarmament, Does

' tions tale repeats itself unanimously.

tion of atomic and other weapons of
mass destruction, plans for with-
drawals of foreign troops from
abroad, control of. atomic energy, etc.
But the point-is that each one of these

questions has already been considered °

and at great length. The issues have
been thoroughly -discussed, and are
well known to all.

UNANIMOUS BANKRUPTCY '

In effec¢t then, the resolution finally
adopted merely affirmed that the
great powers are today prepared to
do nothing whatever toward disarm-
ament, and are incapable of getting
together on any common program.
They therefore postponed the whole
.matter until some indefinite future
when the futile and aimless process
"will begin all over again. The unani-
mous vote is a vote expressing the
unanimous bankruptcy of the Gen-
eral Assembly and all the powers,
big and small. Armament (produc-
tion of atom bombs, ;warships, ma-
chines of war, investigation and ex-
perimentation into new methods of
mass murder, etc.) will continue ex-
actly as before. The League of Na-

. . ' PR s {7919 SN
report reveals that #fiybody in Ger-
many, so inclined, may have all the
womeh he wants, may use govern-
ment supplies to get those amenable
to such persuasion, may use his posi-
tion‘ to engage in illicit business
transactions and take whatever is
available in the way of German
property, personal or government. In
a word, at least'a part of the army
in Germany is carrying on in the
traditional manner of military con-
qguerors and imperialists.

The real tragedy of the situation
either escapes Meader altogether or
his attitude toward the situation is
totally reactionary, inhuman and in-

The disarmament debate occurred
over three specific issues:

(a) The question of outlawing the
atomic bomb, and control of atomic
energy. This was not even on the
agenda of the General Assembly, and
was only discussed in special com-
mittee — whence came nothing, not
even a final report and recommenda-
tions. This matter still rests with the
Atomic Energy Commission, while
work at Oak Ridge proceeds and
stockpiles grow.

(b) The question of a census of
troops at home and abroad. Russia’s
spokesman, Molotov, began this cyn-
ical and demagogic game with a pro-
posal that only troops in friendly,
non-enemy counfiries be listed —thus
giving Russia a chance to hide its
troop strength both in Russia proper
and in Poland, Germany and other
occupied ex-enemy nations. All week
long, Molotov and Vishinsky disput-
ed with the British spokesman, Sir
Hartley Shawcross, and the American

windbag from Texas, Senator Con-i__
nolly. Each outdid the other in at-

tempts to embarrass and connive.

on the GI’s - -

decent. We cite his: attitude toward-
the refugees who are fleeing, from,

Stalinist barbarism and the Jews
who come to the American zone be-
cause they believe that here they will
find security and freedom from op-
pression. Furthermore this little
hurry-up investigator, like so many
of his tribe, is not favorably im-

pressed with the liking of the Ger-,

man womeén for the Negro soldiers
who are civilized enough to refrain
from using them in the “white slav-
ery” traffic. To this mess the real an-
swer is to remove all the armies of
occupation out and return Germany
to the German people.

Commutatic;n of Nazi General’s
Sentence Part of Allied Policy

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Dec. 7—The death sentence
imposed on General von Falkenhorst,
former Nazi commander in Norway,
by a British court last August for
allegedly ordering Allied commandos
to be shot or turned over to the Ges-
tapo was commuted to 20 years im-
prisonment, according to a Dec. 4
announcement from Berlin,

During his trial, in answer to a
question about Hitler’s instructions
for killing commandos, von Falken-
horst had stated: “I opposed the or-
der in my conscience, but as a soldier
I had to obey.”

Asked whether he had tried to op-
pose the order and quit his post, von
Falkenhorst declared he had object-
ed to the order but was overruled.
He added: “The Fuehrer had for-
/bidden that we ask retirement, and

“since the ordinary soldier could not
go home if he disliked an order, 1
felt the same should apply to a gen-
eral.”

What makes von Falkenhorst’s
statements and commutation of his

~death sentence significant is that in
the Nuremberg trial, the Interna-
tional Military Tribunal had decided
in relation to Nazi generals accused
* of brutality that: “The true test is
not the existence of the order but
whether moral choice was in fact
possible.” :

In trials of U. 8. Army Litchfield
prison (concentration) eamp person-
‘nel, Pfc Thomas E. Warren, a for-
mer Litchfield guard, when asked if
he regarded “as lawful” Lt. Cubage’s
orders to beat men, replied: “It was
during wartime, ¥ir...I was an. in-
fantry soldier and he was my su-
perior officer and I thought he knew
what he was talking about. I was
obeying orders, Sir.”

In turn Lt. Cubage said he was
obeying orders of Capt. Robertson
who said he was obeying orders of
Colonel Kilian. Goering, Keitel, Jodl
and other Nazis said they were obey-
ing Hitler’s orders. So did von Falk-

enhorst.

Identical replies of an American
Private First Class and a Nazi gen-
eral on obeying military orders re-
veal the fundamental identity of the
disciplinary system and command
structure of American and German
militarism, and that the Nuremberg
Tribunal’s test of “moral choice” is
a shallow mockery in any army in
the world.

Von Falkenhorst’s prison sentence,
along with that of Nazi Admiral Doe-
nitz is the living evidence that the
Allied powers are laying off punish-
ment of Nazi militarists because of
fear of setting up precedents for
heavy punishment of their own gen-
erals in the coming Third World
War, -

Doenitz was given only a prison
sentence because — freely admitted
the Nuremberg Tribunal—both U, 8.
and British Naval Commanders (Ad-
miral Nimitz was named directly)
had also permitted unrestricted sub-
marine warfare. No trial of Nimitz
or British admirals of course will be
conducted. But in a future war,
should a precedent of death sen-
tences for top generals be set—key
American, British, French or Rus-
sian officers could face the rope.
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wick of his favorite, Marc, and the
police naturally followed suit.” We
could not say more ourselves,
Furthermore, the Republicans in
this situation have been soiled by the
propaganda methods they have used.
They have not refrained from none

_too subtly veiled references to the

national groups living in East Har-
lem — Puerto Ricans and Itfalians —
which were of an inflammatory char-
acter. They have been eager to cook
up a case regardless of whether there
really was one. And they have kept
a deadly silence on' their own ties
to the corruption which is now grad-
unally being exposed.

6) What Does All This Add Up To?
Here again we wish to quote the
New York Post of December 13:

“ ..while crime is fostered by
faulty or dishonest police work, it

Nothi

At the end, the British and Amer-
icans joined in agreement to dror
the entire matter and then the Gen-
eral Assembly by 36 to 6 voted to
reject the idea of an immediate troop
‘census. The Russians had partly
gained their objective of revealing
the hypoerisy. of their opponents, but
had themselves revealed their un-
willingness to have any direct check
made by on-the-spot commissions of
THEIR armed forces. Matters stand
where they stood six weeks ago with
the great powers occupying huge sec-
tions of the world. (Does it make any
difference whether a small, helpless
country is ruled by 10,000 foreign

troops armed to the teeth, or only,

by 5,000 of the same?)

(¢) The question of actually dis-

arming and reducing weapons and
means of waging warfare. As indi-
cated above, nothing was accom-
plished on this matter. Many hopes
and desires were expressed, particu-
larly by the smaller nations, but the
opinions of these nations meant noth-
ing. Here, again, the issue has been
deferred to negotiations beiween the
big powers.

The debate over disarmament—or,
why we must remain armed to the
teeth—again emphasizes two major
characteristics of the United Nations:

® Its complete domination by the
force and will of the majpr powers,

... .above all,.America and Russia.. %
e Iis equally complete impotence

to ac'c‘&mplish anything to bring peace
and’ m}ernational harmony to the
] i

world.

itics |

is bred by slums, race discrimination,
poverty, disease—and -in no 'area’ of .
New York do these evils ‘exist in
greater profusion. T

“This is a neighborhood of the. dis-
possessed and hopeless. It is a natu-
ral haven for gangsters....Here is
the highesi tuberculosis death rate in
the city; here the overcrowding is
three times as great as in the rest of
the city, and here live the mass of
New York’s Puerto Ricans and many
Negroes—last to be hired and first to
be fired.” '

Accurately put! But the *liberal”
Post, of course, does not understand
or does not wish to understand what
all of this means.

Bred in this “neighborhood of the

The Week's Most
Fascinating Story

Speaking under the auspices of
the paper, the German American,
Gerhart Eisler, also
known as Hans Ber-

ger, Stalinist GPU
agent, and
real boss of the

Communist
Party during
- his stay in this
ot \ ;

e A\ country, de-
clared:

"There never was a Communist
Party in the world that would al-
low anyone, even a foreign Com-
munist, to run its business."

Said the New -York Times in
referring to another part of his
speech:

"Eisler said he wished only to
return to Germany and work to-
ward ‘a happier life for the Ger-
man people.' ™

dispossessed and hopeless.” there hrcs
arisen a political machine of cyni-
cism, corruption and demagogy; this
machine may . now have woeen In-
volved in outright terrorism; both
capitalist political parties are them-
selves involved and simultaneously
irying to use it against each other;
the police department is shown to
have been involved.

Could there be a more damning
and elogquent demonstration of the
corruption of capitalist municipal
government—what was once called
“The Shame of Our Cities”? For
‘here on_a, local and limited . scale’
have been reproduced all of the fea-
tures which make of’ capitalism in
‘general such a corrupting and de-
grading social system. ;

Il. For a Living Wage

IV. Tax the Profiteers

Y. Nationalize Big Business

Veterans )

additional dependent.

year of service.

IX. For Peace and Freedom

rt@eni

Program of the
Workers Party

I. For Price Control by Labor and the Consumers

Wipe out profiteering and high prices by action. Only the workers
can control prices. Labor must have the decisive voice in determining
the prices of consumer commodities. For wage increases without price
increases. For popular price control committees. )

1. For an immediate wage increase to meet the rising cost of living.

2. For an escalator clause in every union contract to provide for
automatic wage increases to cover any additional price rises. :

3. For job and wage security through a guaranteed annual wage,
providing for a $5000 annual minimum per family.

,Ill. Clear the Slums! Build Homes!

1. For a 250 billion dollar five-year program to provide decent
housing at low rental for all and an extensive public works. plan to
provide schools, hospitals and other needed community facilities,

2. For a national plan to begin work immediately on the erection
of 25 million permanent low-cost housing units.

For a 100 per cent on all wartime profits above five per cent on
invested capital. For a $25,000 ceiling on all annual incomes.

For the nationalization of the big monopolies: the industrial estab-
lishments, transportation and communication systems and the banks.
To be owned by the nation and operated under workers’ control.

VI. End Discrimination Against the Negro People

For full social, political and ecunomic"equality for Negroes.

Vil. Open the Doors to the Jews

For full and unrestricted immigration into the United States by
the persecuted and homeless Jews of Europe.

2. For the right of the Jewish people to unrestricted immigratipn
to Palestine or any country of their choice.

ViIl. For Full Economic and Educational .Oppcrﬂlniiies for

1. Readjustment allowance, on-the-job training subsidy provided
by the GI Bill of Rights, to be based on a wage of $40 a week for sin- .
gle veterans and $55 for married veterans, plus $56 a week for each

2. For immediate granting of a federal bonus of $1,000 for each

1. For the right of all peoples and nations to decide their own fu-
ture. For self-determination for all nations. For freedom of the colonies.

2. For the withdrawal of all armies of occupation. Bring the
American troops home. For an end to conscription. :

X. For an Independent Labor Party and a Workers Govern-"

For an independent Labor Party of the workers and working farm-
ers based on the trade unions. Break with the Republican and Demo-
cratic Parties. For a government of and by labor.

FOR A SOCIALIST AMERICA AND PLENTY FOR ALL!

: A}

& ; ) V'

o




Pugé [

LABOR ACTION

December 23, 1946

WITH THE

This personal aceount by the liberal journalist
of The New Republic ‘and PM (Underground to
Palestine, by 1. F. Stone. Published by Boni &
‘Gaer) gives the reader a vicarious trip ‘on the
Jewish underground railway to Palestine: and
that is its main value. I. F. Stone has performed
a service in deseribing how the underground
works and illuminating the conditions of Euro-
pean Jews and their overwhelming desire to es-
cape the continuing anti-Semitism and pogroms
of Eastern Europe by fleeing to Palestine.

Stone’s first stop is England. Discussions there
convince him that the average Englishman has
been sold the idea that further concessions to the
Jews will “inflame” the Arab world.

Traveling next to an un-named French city,
Stone makes advance arrangements for his pas-
sage with an emissary, of the Haganah, the Jew-
ish underground. He acquires visas for every
Mediterranean country, since it is not known in
advance from what port he will eventually leave,
and then takes the Orient Express to Germany.
There Stone tours the Displaced Persons camps
around Nuremburg, run largely by UNRRA and
the Joint Distribution Committee. Most are filthy,
barracks. He is told by one official, “If conditions
here were too good, they would stay on. This is
only supposed to be a clearance center.”

THE REACTIONS OF A POLISH JEW

Irony describes these fleeing Jews as “the see-
ond -class -of mankind”; the bureaucratic language
of officialdom calls them “unsuceessful repatria-
tees.” At a DP camp at Furth near Nuremberg a
Polish Jew from Lodz tells Stone how most Jews
feel,.even about the best of the camps:

_ “When I look out my window, ES WERT MIR
KALT IM HERZEN (my heart grows cold) and
when I go with my TEPELE (wy little pot) to
get my meals, I feel as though I'm still in KAT-
ZET (concentration ecamp).”

When Stone inquires of a local Stalinist official
whether the Jews can live in Germany, the reply
is, “Es ist sehr schlecht” (it’s very bad).

Stone crosses the treacherous Polish-Czech
frontier to Bratislava. This border is most dan-
gerous because Poland is the seat of the most
virulent anti-Semitism, Lives of DPs are often
purchased with cigarette bribes fof border police.
There are myriad stories of Jews caught by the
‘guards on this-border who defy their captors with,
“You can, shoot us but you can’t force us to go
back to Poland.”

~Since six million Jews were wiped out in the
war, the typiecal conversation with a Jewish DP
begins, “There were twenty-five thousand Jews in
Sosnowice before the war. There are very few left
now...."” Most of those who cross the border with
Stone bear the tattooed concentration camp num-
ber, their badge of honor. Many are remnants of
families who survived the crematoria of Buchen-
wald, Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen. In fact, the
only whole families are those which originally
fled to Russia and have now emigrated.

Stone visits the refugee hospital in Anton, a
disguised Czech city. “I got used to bad smells on
the trip, but...never anything to match the first
whiff in the hospital at Anton,” he writes. Of the
refugees, “They looked and smelled bad. Most of
the men were undersized arid underfed. The wo-
men are either serawny or unhealthily obese. The
eyes of the children are the eyes of little people
unpleasantly adult before their time. Men, women
and children who crowded together in that first
reception center, ragged -and unclean and tired,
looked like the cast-offs of humanity.”

PAST THE IRON CURTAIN

Boarding a broken-down train on the first lap
.of the flight through the “iron curtain,” Stone
rides with eleven others in a darkened compart-
ment designed for eight, shares black bread and
salami and gives a young girl the first chocolate
she’s tasted in six years. The train goes to the
ghost—town of Vienna, whose rampant anti-Semi-
tism makes it impossible for the Jews to live
there, too.

The next stop is somewhere in Italy, where a
ship manned by American seamen awaits to make
the trip to Palestine. Waiting at midnight on the
beach, Stone becomes involved with the carabinieri
and Italian legal red-tape while the ship he in-
tended to take sails with about 1500 Jews.

He manages to get aboard a second boat,
manned by American Jews and amply supplied
with canned goods and other needs. The Italian
police are liberally fed while 1,000 refugees file
into their berths., Two-thirds are men; only 196
are over thirty; all but a few are remnants of
families. There are subbotniks, Chassidim, ortho-
dox and non-oerthodox, from  sixteen different
countries. There are a few Aryans.

One Jew states, “I was never a Jew beforé the
war. But now that six million Jews have been
killed, T will be a Jew, too.” Stone describes them
all as “socialists of one, kind or another.”

In mid-sea all passengers are transferred to
an ancient Turkish freighter half the length of
the other vessel, after having virtually to com-
mandeer the reluctant Turkish captain’s ship. The
men are forced to take turns in the airless, stink-
ing ‘holds where they are packed as on an old
African slaver. Food and water soon give out.
They are ready to give themselves up to the
British in exchange for food and assistance to get
into port, for the Turkish boat is far from sea-
worthy, but the British gunboats ignore their SOS
calls. Finally -they make Haifa where they are
sent food by the Jewish colony.

COMPROMISING POLITICAL POSITION

After rendering this faithful and moving task
of reportage, Stone adds an “Epilogue,” wherein
he recites his compromising self-contradictory,
typically liberal credo for the solution of the Jew-
ish problem. He begins with a truism which the
documentary- section of his book heavily under-
lines. “For my comrades, for the Jews waiting in
the DP camps of Germany and Austria, Palestine

DERGROUND TO PALESTINE|

is not a theory.” While many he talked with would
prefer life in a settled country like England or the
United States, they want to go to Palestine.

He is bitter about the British and says nothing
can be expected from the British government. He
repeats the quotation from an old Polish Jew

*which appears on the frontispiece: “The Germans
killed us. The British don’t let us live.” And *“...I
would far rather deal. with that Arab statesman
and patriot (Assam Bey) on behalf of the Jews
than with Ernest Bevin.”

Stone tells of an expected new British offensive
against Jewish settlements and cities. “One Brit-
ish military official told a Jewish leader frankly—
I assure the reader this is mot just gossip— 'The
world took the killing of six million Jews and if
we have to destroy half of Tel Aviv, the world will
take that, too.”

Stone is well aware of the “politics of bak-
sheesh” the British employ in placating the Mos-
lem upper classes in the Middle East to build an
alliance against Russia, France and the United
‘States. The $300 million loan that England is
asking of the United States, for example, will go
to the Arab rulers and not into development of
the area.

STONE’S PROFOSED PALESTINE SOLUTION

Stone’s proposed solution: “a bi-national Arab-
Jewish state,” to be a part of a Middle East
Semitic Federation, which will be under o ten-
year international trusteeship to the Big Four
powers, of which Britain is one. The Arab-Jewish
state is initially to have consultative bodies and
later representative bodies to advise the big pow-
ers administering the trusteeship. Stone would
substitute for one imperialist four imperialists,
‘all of whom are interested in the oil and the sea-
routes in the Middle East and none of whom has
displayed any interest whatsoever in the problem
of the Jews or Palestinian independence. The lat-
ter question, Stone, too, would postpone, in typi-
cally imperialist fashion. Of Arab-Jewish unity
against British imperialism, Stone says nothing.
The implications of his “bi-nationalism” are that
the Jewish minority would have parity with an
Arab majority. .

Stone, from the vantage-point of one imperial-
ist nation, the United States, sees in perspective
the characteristics of another, Great Britain. He
cannot see the hypocritical attitude of the U. S.
government which has not offered a haven by
opening its own doors. It is only within the inter-
national working class movement that one can get
a true perspective on all the contending imperial-
isms, and propose a solution that starts with the
interests of the dispossessed.

It is in this light that the Workers Party has
formulated its key demands on the Jewish prob-
lem: Open the doors of all nations to the Jews!
For the ousting of the British and a free Pales-
tine! For the immediate convention of a demo-

_cratic constituent assembly in Palestine based up-

on universal suffrage, the right of all over eight-
den to vote! ; .

U.S.STILL B

By CHARLES STEWART

All over the world former outright colonial de-
pendencies are being given “independence.” The
reality is otherwise—the grants of independence

- are purely formal; the economic controls are even
tighter than before and the political régimes set -
up continue to be servants of the traditional im-
perial overlords. The United States was the first
to drop the mailed-fist in faver of the ‘gloved eco-
nomie strangehold on its former colonies. An an-
alysis of the recent experiences of the Philippine
Islands will therefore enable one to get an insight
into the situation not only of the Philippines and
Latin America, but of Egypt, China, India, Syria,
Lebanon, the Near East, and the Far East—the
traditional areas of open imperial brigandage.

The ancient Spanish Empire, which held sway
over the Philippine Islands for over four hundred
years, ruled over them according to the traditional
theory of Mercantilism. The Philippines, suffer-
ing the effects of a severe military dictatorship
under a governor-general was to be :a source of
raw materials for the “mother” country, a source

. of gold and silver bullion and a market for what-
ever finished goods Spain wanted to ship over.
The feudal relations, especially in the land, where
the Spanish Caciques owned tremendous planta-
tions, were carried over to the modern era and
the pattern still exists on the islands.

The impoverishment of the Filipinos by their
Spanish oppressors brought into existence a
movement for national independence. This move-
ment for liberation coincided with the strategic
wiews of that school in the U. 8. Navy which fol-
lowed the naval bases scheme of Captain Alfred
Mahan. In her war with Spain the U. 8. appeared
on the scene as the “liberator” of Cuba and the
Philippines. Simultaneous with the blasting of
the Spanish fleet in Manila Bay by Admiral
Dewey, Emiliano Aguinaldo and the Filipino na-
tionalist forces were hoisting down the imperial
flag of Spain and declaring for a Filipino Re-
public.

U, S. RUNS THE ISLANDS

The U. 8. Navy and the quickly educated
American businessmen had other ideas about free-
dom and in the treaty that settled the Spanish
American War, the U. 8. paid Spain the sum of
$20 million for the Philippine Islands. Thereafter,
began three years of the most savage and brutal
suppression of Aguinaldo and his followers. The
Filipinos were to learn that the only freedom to
be established on their islands would be the free-
dom of American business and finance to rule in
place of the Spaniards.

Beginning with the Wilson Administration
vague promises of independence were given. The
Jones Organic Law of 1916 stated: “It is; as it
always has been, the purpose of the people of the
U. 8. to withdraw their sovereignty over the
Philippine Islands and to recognize their inde-
pendénce as soon as a stable government could be
established therein.” (My emphasis—C. S.)

In February 1924 President Coolidge told a
visiting delegation of Filipinos: “It is to be
doubted whether...it would be possible for the
people of the islands to maintain an independent
place in the world....” t

‘What then is the meaning of the formal grant

OMINATES THE

of independence made this past July 4th? Is the
fulfillment of the Tydings-McDuffie Act of 1934
real independence? :

The people of the 7,000 Philippine Islands num-
ber 17 million. The bulk of these people are peons,
illiterate, Ili-fed, ill-housed, ill-clad., Most of them
live in one-room shacks on the average peasant
wage of 15 cents a day. According to a Senate
Committee Report: "The income of a Filipino fam-
ily of four, averages only $75 a year, about $20 of
‘which goes for taxes.”

According to the 1939 census of the 17 million
people, only 30,000 filed income tax reports and

only 9,000 paid any income taxes at all. According
to this same census two-thirds of the people over

HERE'S THE IDEAL
CHRISTMAS-NEW
YEAR'S GIFT!

One Year Subscription to:’

Labor Action and

The New International
PRICE: $2.50

Are you looking for a “way out” of your
gift problems? We're offering you an easy
solution. One year of America’s leading la-
bor paper, LABOR ACTION (52 issues);
plus one year of the leading Marxist theo-
retical magazine THE NEW INTERNA-
TIONAL (12 issues).

We will send a gift notice along with all
subscriptions received. '
Make out payments to: LABOR ACTION,
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N. Y.

LABOR ACTION
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Please send me ione year's Xmas:New Year's
gift subscription to LABOR ACTION and THE
NEW INTERNATIONAL to:

I'm enclosing $2.50 to cover complete cost
of this gift subscription.

Address ...

PHILIPPINES

20 years of age received no education at all; two-
fifths of these who attended school advanced no
higher than the fourth grade. Less than 50 per
cent of the population can read or write in any
language or dialect. . i

HOW IMPERIALISM WORKS

The key to the understanding of these condi-
tions after 50 years of American control lies in
the pattern of the economy set up under the guid-
ance of an imperialist policy. The base of Philip-
pine economy is the huge export trade. These ex-
ports are principally sugar (raw and refined),
coconut products, abaca (manila hemp), tobacco
products and embroideries, For 25 years over 50
per cent of the total foreign trade was with the
U. S. In 1932 the total trade of the Philippine
Islands amounted to 350 million Pesos. (The value
of the Peso is pegged two to the U. 8. dollar.) Of
this sum 190 million Pesos were exports. Seventy-
seven per cent of the total trade was with the
U. 8. Eighty-seven per cent of all exports were
sold in the American market. Sixty-five per cent
of all imports came from the U. S. Sugar, coconut
oil, cigars, scrap and filler tobaceo all equalled
75 per eent of the total exports for that year. Of
these 99 per cent went to the U. S.

LY

These quoted figures together with the signifi-
cant information that in 1941 the total U. 8. in-
vestments in the Philippines amounted to over
one-quarter of a billion dollars, reveal the reasons
for the impoverishment of the Filipinos. Exeept
for a small group of feudal landowners, business-
men, and export-import agents (compradores},the
mass of the population is doomed to poverty, ig-
norance, and disease. The valuable export trade of
these primary agricultural commodities has main-
tained the huge sugar-cane plantations, tobacco
fields, coconut workings where a depressed labor
force earns very little more than to keep alive.
This emphasis on cultivation for export has
caused the Philippine Islanders to import rice to
supplement the meager fish diet. The export sys-
tem has prevented the diversification of crops for
healthier, balanced diets. The system has also pre-
vented the urbanization and industrialization of
the islands, even though the islands abound in
iron, copper, manganese, and chromium ore.

Paul V. MeNutt, testifying before the House
Ways and Means Committee on the Philippine
Trade Act in 1946, stated: ‘

"In the Philippines the national economy was
geared before the war entirely and completely to
export trade. And 95 per cent of that export trade
was with the U, S. Except for rice and fish which
dre locally consumed, 98 per cent of all other pro-
duction in the Philippines amounting to $268 mil-
lion is produced for export....And | might and
should say here that we, the®U. S., managed it that

way. We are responsible for the dependency of the

Philippines on the American market. Our business-
men and our statesmen in past years allowed the
Philippines to become .a complete economic depen-
dency of the U. S. to a greater degree.than any
single state of the union is economically dependent
on the rest of the U, S."

(Second part will appear-next week)

Stalin’s Russia Again Betrays
The Interests of Europe’s Jews

By ALBERT FINDLEY

Mr. Molotov’s statement, reported-
ly made in secret talks with Secre-
tary Byrnes, to the effect that Rus-
sia is particularly interested in Pal-
estine, has aroused consternation in
Jewish cireles.

The effect of this statement on all
those who are interested in finding
a ‘haven for the remnants of a people
‘slaughtered by fascist terror, is eas-
ily understood when one remembers
Russia’s actions on the refugee prob-
lem.

During the war and in the imme-
diate post-war period, the Stalinists
shouted themselves hoarse as
“friends” of Zionism, in an attempt
to gain pro-Russian support amongst
the Jewish masses. However, in the
last year the inescapable conclusion
is obvious—that Russia is making a
strong bid to gain influence in the
Near East, and in its game of power
polities has aligned itself with reac-
tionary politicians ‘of the Arab
world. ‘As to the Jewish refugees
Russia is not concerned.

THE RUSSIAN ATTITUDE

On September 30, the Russian rep-
resentative on the Austrian Control
Commission demanded that the Al-
lies place strong guards on the Aus-
trian borders to prevent refugees
from entering Austria. This general,
the commanding officer of Russian
occupied Austria, declared that the
main route taken by the refugees
from Eastern Europe was through
Austria, into the American zone of

_Germany and. thence by underground

to Palestine. He demanded that a
stop bhe put to this movement, and
further went on to accuse the United
States of being an accomplice in a
“plot” to make Jews emigrate.

" This Russian general did not see

-refugees fleeing for their lives, he 'did

not see refugees desperately seeking
o spot to call their own. No, this
"Soviet" general could see only a
'lpm'll

This accusation recalls the infa-
mous statement of the British Gen-
eral Morgan, who openly said that
the refugees were well-fed and well-
financed in a “plot” to get them out
of Europe. The entire civilized world
protested and General Morgan was
eventually forced to resign. Nothing,
however, has happened to the Rus-
sian General—with the possible ex-
ception that he might have been dec-
orated by his political bosses in Rus-
sia. -

In the beginning of November,
1946, Pravda published an open at-
tack on ‘the admission of Jews to
Palestine. Its editorial correctly de-
nounced President Truman’s reasons
for demanding the admission of
100,000* Jews to Palestine as the de-
sire of American capitalism to ex-

‘pand its influence in the Near East,

and for™®the purposes of domestic
electioneering and vote-getting. But
what Pravda forgot to mention was
the elementary democratic and so-
cialist demand for free immigration
to all nations. It went even further
and declared that “Jewish immigra-
tion is an infringement on Arab
rights”—a statement calculated to
stop Jews from entering Palestine.
On December 12, 1946, at a meet-
ing of the Economic and Social Com-
mittee of the U. N., Mattes, delegate
from Russian controlled Yugoslavia,

introduced an amendment to the con-
stitution of the International Relief
Organization that no refugees be
permitted to enter any country with-
out the consent of the governments
of the surrounding states. Mr. Mat-
-tes clearly admitted that this propos-
al was specifically aimed at Jewish
immigration to Palestine. The mo-
tion was defeated by the Anglo-
American combination, and was vot-
ed for by the Arab states and Rus-
sia.

As was reported in LABOR AC-
TION previously an Allied proposal,
requiring the approval of the native
population of surrounding states for
any immigration to any country, had
been made in a sub-committee by the
Lebanese delegate. The Russian rep-
resentatives voted for it. The Stalin-
ist press then declared that the Rus-
sians were not opposed to Jewish
immigration into Palestine, but had
been “deceived” by the democratic
phrases of the Lebanese proposal.
This time, however, there is no apol-
ogy, but rather a justification. For
once again the line has changed.®,

In a statement on the Jewish ques-
tion recently published in the Morn-
ing Freiheit, the Communist Party
has gotten into step with Russian
maneuvers in the Near East. The
Freiheit statement declared the

Jews not to be a nation, and to have
no interest in Palestine. Where else
they are to go is left unanswered.
Jewish immigration into Palestine is
again denounced as a tool of British
imperialism. The Stalinists, who had
begun to sound like veteran Zionists,
now proclaim the error of their
ways, and denounce their previous

lip-service opposition to the impe-

rialist White Paper of 1935, as
Browder opportunism. )
Morris Schappes, prominent Com-
munist Party member, denounces the
CIO resolution for the entry of the
Jews into Palestine. As is customary
with the Stalinists, they attempt to
pull so-called Marxist arguments out

of a hat to justify their position. But '

twist and turn as they may, the fact
is that their policy is nothing but an
adaptation to the needs of Stalin’s
foreign policy in the Near Bast.

For a true Marxist position on Jew-
ish problems, Jews can turn only to
the Workers Party, which recognizes
the growth of a Jewish nationalism
and the existing desire for g territory,
as "the legitimate, democaatic yearn-
ings of a people.long subjected to op-
pression and discrimination," which
recognizes and supports the right of
immigration everywhere, ingluding

Palestine, end which gives suppert to -
the resistance movement in Palestine.

French Socialists Causht
In Parlimentary Muddle

By JACK ARTHURSON

PARIS, Dec. 7—Only if the Commu-
nist Party is in the government will
Socialists -enter any new French ré-
gime, decided the French Socialist
Party at its December 5 Paris meet-
ing, by a vote of 2,242 to 2,145, with
bb abstaining. -

While the ‘see-saw bargaining,
characteristic of French governmen-
tal struggles is continuing, to deter-
mine whq is to be president, -both
Georges Bidault of the right wing
bourgeois MRP Catholics and Mau-
rice Thorez of the CP, despite al-
most unanimous SP support, were
rejected by thé National Assembly
for lack of a majority. Paris wits
have suggested electing Harry 8.
TFruman as President of France.

However, the real siruggle over

the presidency is not taking place in
the National Assembly where neither
of the evenly matched big parties—
CP and MRP—can get a majority; nor
is it taking place in Montmartre joke
mills. 1t is in the ranks of the Na-
tional Council of the SP that the pres-
ident is being selected. For the SP

holds the ‘balance of power in the

National Assembly.

In a bitter, all-night session of the
SP’s National Council on Dec. 4, im-
passioned arguments for unity of ac-
tion or opposition to the CP were
made.

Felix Gouin, SP leader and former
premier, said: “The masses would
never forgive the Socialists for not
doing for Thorez what they had
thought it their duty to do for Bi-
dault.” He was referring to SP vot-
ing for Bidault when he was first
selected premier after the June 2.
elections brought the MRP to the

A SOCIALIST XMAS GIFT!

We Suggest

STALIN, by Leon Trotsky

SELECTED WORKS OF MARX, in two vol-
umes, per volume ..............

PARTISAN READER ..comssmsmmassisssanssassisicsis

POVERTY OF PHILOSOPHY, by Karl Marx....

CAPITAL, in three volumes, per volume ...... iiie

Send us the addresses to which you want your gifts

mailed, together with remittance.

SRR 15 X 111

3.75
1.25

3.00

We shall announce your gift on a special Christmas
Card, pay all _poshge and send a receipt fo_ you.

This Offer Holds Good for Any Book in Stock. Send for
" \
Our New, Revised List of Marxist Literature.

LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
4 COURT SQUARE.' LONG ISLAND CITY 1, NEW YORK

fore as the then leading party. Gouin
added that the CP today is both
“national and demoecratie.”

SP LOSES MASS BASE

In the Resistance movement and
in the re-emergence of the General
Confederation of Labor (CGT) the
CP had skilfully pushed out both the
Socialists and Jouhaux syndiealist
leaders from control. Without a close
link with the CP, the SP of France
has no mass base among workers,
and is adrift among a mass of petty
bourgeois supporters, as the loss of

1,000,000 votes in a year of elections

demonstrates.

Against joint action with the CP
were former Minister of the Treas-
ury Andre Philip, followed by M.
Depreux, Socialist Minister of the .
Interior, who said the SP should
wrest leadership of the mass move-
ments from CP control. Daniel May-

er, former Secretary General of the .

party agreed, as did Leon Blum.

Nevertheless, following the . pro-
posal of the Secretary General, Guy
Mollet, the SP voted 3,121 to 845 to
support CF leader Maurice Thor-
ez’s bid for the presidency. Thorez
lost. The Socialists voted to enter the
new government only if the CP was
in it. Part of the Paris press claimed
that since combined SP and CP votes
could not elect Thorez in any event,
the SP was only making a friendly
gesture in supporting a ecertain loser.

However, as the dispute in the
SP’s National Council indicates, this
is no more a vote-counting problem.
The SP is before the most severe
crisis it has faced since Paris was
seized from the Germans in August,
1944,

Without a mass base in the 6,000,-
000-man CGT, it is forced to cooper-

ate with the CP or lose its feeble -

connections with workers. With the
CP it is steadily weakened as its pol-
icy of attempting to balance between
the MRP right and the CP left has
led it to its most catastrophic Jloss
of votes and of mass confidence in
the November 10 elections where it
dropped 24 seats in the National As-
sembly.

STALEMATE SITUATION

Since neither CP nor MRP can get
a majority for Thorez or Bidault re-
spectively, and all®other parties in
France fear a CP president, the de-
cision rests largely with the Social-
ists. It appears the Socialists may
have to furnish the next president of
France which will thereby only con-
#inue their role of center party, buf-
feted between the huge CP and the
strong MEP. Already the SP leader,
Vineent ‘Auriol, had to be selected as
head of the National Assembly, in a
compromise between CP and MRP.
For five years of presidency this is
not a very hopeful prospect. )

Unquestionably the CP would sup-
port a Socialist candidate for presi-
dent who would be their hostage for
the SP and CP have joined together to
vote down sirikes repeatedly; have
supported increased production, ra-
tonalization and speed-up, without
affecting fly-away prices; have to-
gether permitted capitalist “share-
holders #o receive dividends on stock
in nationalized industry, in perpetuity:
have supported military conscription;
have fought to retain the French Em=
pire and made no real protest against
French imperial froops murdering In-

do-Chinese; have demanded the Saar -

basin from Germany; and have sup-
ported the Nuremberg trials. '

The pressure on the SP is growing
heavier, as the party is beihg torn
with dissension at the top and at the
bottom. On either road—cooperation
with or battle against the Stalinists

—the SP of France because funda- .

mentally it supports French®imperis
alism, faces a black future,

I
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Youth Corner. ..

QUOTAS.IN SCHOOL SYSTEM

By JULIE FALK, Nat'l Sec’y, SYL

The vicious racial quotas and segregation system in Southern schools
is slowly bécoming more characteristic of the “progressive’” Northern insti-
tutions. While not as open or common as in the South, diseriminatory prae-
tices are being tacitly introduced into schools and colleges above the Mason-
Dixon line. _

. In New York four-fifths of the universities ask prospective students
about their racial, religious and national status. That this is not merely for
identification is made clear by a number of facts published by the American
Jewish .Congress. For example, among most New York medical colleges a
racial quota has been established which effectively excludes all but a small®
number of Jews. The following camparative table of Jewish students in,
these colleges is signfiicant:

~ Total Jewish
Year Enrollment Students Percentage
533 241 45.2
513 176 34.3
5b6 168 30.2
519 129 24.8
574 108 18.8

Not even one-half the number of Jewish students were admitted in 1940
as compared with 1920. There was no corresponding decline in applicants.

FEWER JEWISH YOUTH ADMITTED TO SCHOOLS

The inability of Jewish students to enter New York medical colleges is
an even more graphic illustration of growing disecrimination. Between 1920
and 1925 the average student body of N. Y. C. medical colleges consisted
of 46.8 per cent Jews. The 1936-40 average for N. Y. C., with its 2%
million Jews, reveals that only 21.8 per cent of the students are of Jewish
extraction though the number of applicants have remained more or less
constant. :

This latest anti-Semitic trend is not limited to New York Zchools. It is
increasingly becoming the national pattern. This too can best be.illustrated
by a simple fact: between 1925-40 there has been a 77 per cent decline in
the number of Jewish students admitted into medical schools.

Jewish youth is not the only minority group which feels the sting of
growing diserimination in medical schools. Facts have been published show-
ing that Italian and other national minorities suffer as well. _

Discussing the racial quotas, Dean Hopkins, former president of Dart-
mouth and of indisputable Aryan background, said that racial quotas are
“in_the intérests of the Jews themselves.” Now, who can doubt the word of
such an eminent edcuator? Unquestionably those who have been schooled
in Nazi racist theories will find a kindred spirit in Dean Hopkins.

SEGREGATION OF MEXICAN YOUTH IN CALIFORNIA

In an article in the New York Times December 10th it was revealed
that children of Mexican descent in a Southern California coynty were
segregated from children of “pure” stock. The county school authorities
tried:to explain this diserimination as justified because of language diffi-
culties suffered by the young Mexicans. What. could not be explained so
easily was the fact that the segregation was in actuality determined by
nationality and not by language handicaps. If this condition is permitted in
this one county in Southern California it may well become the example
and inspiration for the rest of the state.

.The Socialist Youth Leaguve does not condemn racial quotas and segre-
gation merely. because quotas are not met or segregated pupils are not given
an adequate education. Our objections are more basic than that, Even if
the quota were more than proportionate to the population and students in
segregated schools received twice the care of others, it would not basically
affect our attitude. .

The idea and the aetuality of quotas and segregation in the long run is
more important than the way in Which this pelicy manifests itself. It is only
a short and logical step from racial quotds’ (even if proportionate) to more
general and vicious forms of racial anhd religious discrimination and perse-
cution. =

No educational system can be democratic and no nation ean be a democ-
racy where color, race and religion is a more important school requirement
than ability and need.

One-Tenth of a Nation - -
(Continued frlom page 2)

every man secured a gun from some
source even though closely watched.
They were in readiness for anything.

But the. KKK, wearing hoods so
they wouldn’t be recognized, only
marched through the streets with
signs and left. But they failed in

themselves known. His fellowman
has cothe to know him better but not
much. He has a fight on his hands to
win. The leaders of this.country are
no help to him or his. people. They
make flowery speeches which are
forgotten before they Ileave the
stand. They elect people who are try-

their warning because the people in
anger and bitterness made more ef-
fort to put this man into office.. He
was elected. The National Guard
was called in to “protect the Negro”
but nothing happened. Everything
quieted down and after three or four
weeks everything was peaceful. They
did not want this man elected be-
cause he was a Northerner and was
doing more for the Negro and the
poor whites than anyone had ever
dared to do. And so the Negroes
there have accomplished a little to-
ward their goal of being given a
right to live like human beings.

The Ku Klux Klan was formed to
put hate into people, to make them
oppose one another, especially mi-
nority groups. They told the middle
class these people would take away
their jobs. The people were blind to
the true facts.

The Negroes have progressed very
far in the last ten years to make

ing to keep white supremacy in this
world forever.

The Negroes of the South do not
want to leave their homes. They are
always told to leave if it is so bad.
They stay, you ask why? Because
they have learned to love them and
care for them. They belong there
and will stay and fight until the last
is dead. The men who have returned
from World War II have faced life
and death. They feel they had noth-
ing to fight for but now they are
home they have-a lot to fight for.
The things that were promised were
just a dream and now they have to
face the reality. They have to try to
fix a better future for their children.

Wake up America or you will be
in for a great shock one early day.
The people of this country are tired

of being treated like animals and not

like human beings. We have just be-
gun to fight to live like humans or
die'as people....

{ NOW AVAILABLE!

France:

@

—

LATEST FRENCH SOCIAL, ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL PUBLICATIONS!

In strictly limited _qua_nt_it_ies (f‘xrst come, first served!), the LABOR
ACTION BOOK SERVICE offers the following publications from

(1) THEORIE D EL'ORIENTATION PROFESSIONNELLE, by
Pierre Naville—A study of the French educational system. $1.50

(2) ECONOMIE ALLEMANDE SOUS LE NAZISME, by
Charles Bettelheim—An economie study of Nazi Germany... 2.00
LES PROBLEMES THEORIQUES ET PRATIQUES DE LA
PLANIFICATION, by Charles Bettelheim—A study of

planned economy 2.00
(4) PAUL THiRY D'HOLBACH, by Pierre Naville—A. biogra-

phy of the Swiss philosopher 2 3.00
(5) LA CRISE FRANCAISE—Essays on post-war France.. . 150

(6) DE. LA CRISE ECONOMIQUE A LA GUERRE MON-
' DIALE, by Henri Claude—An historical economic strvey__. 1.50
Mail orders with checks fo: LABOR ACTION BOOK SERVICE
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1, N, ¥.

What Homeless Face in

Newark, N. J.

A Zero Box Score on Housing

By PHILIP ROMANO

NEWARK — Having spent many
weeks and months in search of an
apartment, this reporter gained some
insight into the experiences of the
average home seeker. Early in the
morning, trying to be first at the local
newspaper building, were swarms of
hopefuls. In rain, cold or sunshine.
As the first batch of papers came out
of the building, a scramble - would
take place. Then a mad surge to
telephone, cab or other conveyance
to get to the advertised place, if any.
Most, of the time there was very lit-
ile or nothing to be answered.

A casual glance at the throng
would show a predominance of vet-
erans. Disgust, anger and frustration
could be evidenced on their faces as
those who gazed over the want ads
found nothing. This situation, as we
all know, exists nationally, with fam-
ilies doubling and tripling up.

INDUSTRIALIZED AREA

Now, this has been going on for
a long time. The situation in Newark
remains practically the same. Local
papers publish editorials and arti-
cles on this crucial question daily.
The city is trying to do this, that
and the other thing, but with no suc-
cess. State and local authorities bick-
er over land. Building contractors and
the city dispute. The same is true
of the Army and the local adminis-
tration over barracks, etc. (called
temporary housing, but appropriately
named barn housing).

Now, North Jersey, especially that
section with Newark as the hub, is
one of the most highly industrialized
areas in the country. In the city and
in the immediate suburbs are found
some of the biggest factories. As a
result of the war, there was a tre-
mendous .influx of. workers from
other states. Also, from the South
came many Negroes seeking relief
from both economic and social degra-
dation. Theirs has beeh a particular-
Iy hard lot on the housing question.
Confined predominantly to the Third
Ward of Newark, they have many
tragic problems. Many families are
split up. One child boards with a

-Gates Discusses
Palestine Issue
At Philly Forum
By FRANK HARPER

PHILADELPHIA—The Workers Par-
ty of this city held a forum on Fri-
day, December 13, on {he subject:
“The Current Crisis in Palestine.” The
speaker was Albert Gates, member
of the editorial boards of The New
International and LABOR ACTION.
The Jewish problem, he stated, will
be solved finally by the victory of
world socialism. But, in the mean-
time, hundreds of thousands of Jews
need immediate assistance to escape
lhe hell-holes of their existence in
Europe, If these people are not saved
now, there will be none to be saved
in the future.

Gates stressed the fact that the
Workers Party does recognize the
desire of the displaced European
Jews to go to Palestine and work
for the fulfillment of that desire. This
desire of the Jews today is not based
on Zionism, but stems from the fact
that they cannot live in central and
eastern Europe and are barred from
all other countries,

He described the old position of

socialists who advocated assimilation
for the Jews and their participation
in the labor movement as the only
possibility which could solve their
problems. Although this is still de-
sirable, the real conditions in Europe
and elsewhere, show that it is no
longer realistic.
_ Anti-Semitism, Gates said, is still
mounting in Europe despite the de-
feat of Hitler. The disease of fas-
cism has a sirong hold on the ,peo-
ple in the crumbling .countries of the
Continent. Jews are still living in the
concentration camps into which they
were thrown by Hitler. Only now,
they are called “displaced persons’
camps.”

In Palestine, the Jews face three
hostile forces: British imperialism,
the Arab leaders who maintain their
influence over the people and the
utterly false and self-defeating poli-
cies of the Jewish leaders and or-
ganizations themselves. Although not
in agreement among themselves, they
call for everything from a Jewish
state to a bi-national state. All these
programs are directed against the
Arabs. None will recognize the Arab
majority and formulate policies based
on a recognition of this fact. None
understand, how to win the Arab
masses in common struggle for Pal-
estinian independence,

If the Jews were to approach the
Arabs with a friendly, international-
ist, socialist attitude, they could over-
come the propaganda of the rreaction-
ary Arab leaders. The next stage in
the struggle, Gates declared, is the
fight for an independent Palestine, a-
constituent assembly based on free
suffrage for all and majority rule.

As is usual at these forums, the
audience and discussion period
showed the great interest of the au-
dience. The meeting closed with an-
nouncements of a New Year's Eve
party and the weekly forums held
on Sunday nights beginning. January
5 at Labor Action Hall, 1139 West

'Girard Avenue

relative, another with a friend, and
so on. Under these conditions, it is
impossible to develop normal family
relations.

All available facilities are over-
crowded. There is doubling up and
tripling up. The bulk of the area
amounts to a slum situation. Old type
flats predominate. Because of this,
there is ever present the danger of
fire and its consequent tragedy. It
is true that the housing problem- is
crucial for both whites and Negroes,
but in the case of the latter it is
much more so because of the segre-
gation and Jim Crow landlords.

“IVY HILL% DEAL

That is the general, over-all pic-
ture, with no relief in sight. And
what has the city been doing about
all this? For the past several months

. all local papers carried articles on

the “Ivy Hill” deal. The Ivy Hill
deal involves a $5,000,000 housing
developmenf. The land was sold at
auction by the city for the highest
bid of $165,000 to the Fairmount Con-
struction Company last july.

The deal almost collapsed a few
weeks ago when the Newark Star
Ledger disclosed that the cost of re-
placing a utility tunnel on. the prop-
erty would exceed the $165,000 the
city would receive for the, property.
This was averted when a compro-
mise was reached whereby the con-
struction company would turn over
the tunnel property to ‘the city, with-
out cost,”and two roads would be
built over it. Once this was settled,
it should be assumed that the way
was open for construction to begin.
But no. The latest deterrent was the
inclusion in the deed of a clause
which stated that the construction
company was to begin “forthwith to

build.” To this the construction com-
pany rebelled.

Although $5,000,000 financing need-
ed for the' veterans housing project
is practically guaranteed by a local
bank, the stalling continues. It is
clear that the needs of the veterans
do not take first precedence with
these real estate groups. On the day
that Wilson Wyatt siepped down as
National Hotising Administrator, he
stated that it is the “profiteering”
motive which is keeping homes from
veterans.”

Veterans' groups are up .in arms
over the delays.and charges have
been hurled that politics interfere
in the selection of tenants for pro-
ject homes.

BOX SCORE ON HOUSING
To get a clearer picture of the im-

passe today in the city, the follow-

ing is a box score compiled by State

Housing Program Director David

Lawrie on Newark: .
Quota: 860 —all unfilled
Plans Recommended....
Conversions ... . ...
Barracks ...
Portables _.
Pre-Fabs .. .
Sites: Turned Over ...
Batting Average _.___.._.000

oo

And there you have a picture of
the chaotic conditions: which exists
in the city: today. ‘Conditions which
first and foremost affect the working
class. The daily press also stated that
following the strike wave, over $10,-
000 accrued in back rent against
working class tenants. And so we
see that as long as those involved
do not take to conscious organization
to combat these evils, things will re-
main as they are or grow worse.

them.

DEFEND THE NEGRO TENANTS
AT CHICAGO AIRPORT HOMES!
An Open Latter to Mnyolr Kelly

The Workers Party takes note of the fact that two courageQug
Negro veterans have moved into their homes at Airport Homes housing
project in the face of repeated mob demonstrations against them.

Experience teaches us that Negroes rely mainly on themselves for
protection in cases of discrimination and mob demonstrations against

DEPUTIZE 1,000 SPECIAL NEGRO POLICEMEN!

We therefore propose, as the surest method of helping to protect
fully these Negro tenants at Airport Homes, that you use your power
as mayor tt‘r..dq_}ﬁ:tih_e 1,000 special Negro policemen for the purpose ‘of
protecting theiYights of these Negro tenants. R

If this is done, your repeated statements of intention to defend the
rights of; Negro people will acquire more seriousness.

(The above is a copy of a leaflet circulated by the Cﬁicago WP.)

WORKERS -PARTY OF U, S.
Chieago Local
1501 W. Madison St.

New York Sunday Forums
Continue as Huge Success

Clement Greenberg

Discussing the decline of contem-
porary art, Clement Greenberg, guest
speaker at the Labor Action School
on Dec. 8, developed the thesis that
the decay of modern culture was di-
rectly traceable to the profound eri-
sis in capitalist society. Mr. Green-
berg, associate editor of Commentary
and art critic of The Nation, lec-
tured before a capacity audience at
the hewly refurnished New York
local headquarters of the Workers
Party in the fourth of a series of
Sunday night forums now beinz con-
ducted by the Labor Action School.

Failure "of the artists and intellec-
tuals, as a social group, to surmount
the crisis through a bold and rational
analysis of modern society, Mux.
Greenberg said, is a reflection of ihe

_ despair “wjth which they face tha

future. Intellectuals, he stated, have
embraced either a type of moralistie
quietism, which éxcluded any and all
activity, or a type of activity, like
Stalinism, that excludes all possibility
of independent thinking,

During the 100 years preceding the
First World War, when civilization
enjoyed great development of science,
art and literature, the creative mind,
Mr. Greenberg pointed out, was forti-
fied by a belief in p}'ogress that per-
mitted him to take chances in his
thinking., Thinkers such as Marx et
al. risked their thoroughgoing ecriti-
cisms of man and sociely because
they had a sure belief in humanity’s
capacity to solve all of its problems
in a progressive, liberating direction.

. After 1918, however, the intellec-
tual became gripped with a fear that
his criticisms would lead  to some-
thing wotrse than what he already
knew. The essence of the modern in-

tellectual paralysis, Mr. Greenberg .

concluded, lies in his inability to en-
visioh a practical and desirable his-
torical alternative to bourgeois de-
mocracy.

E. R. McKinney
Speaking to an audience of about
sixty people at the New York Work-

ers Party’s Sunday evening Forum
on December 15, Ernest Rice Me-
Kinney, national secretary of the
Workers Party, discussed the signifi-
cance of the miners’ strike. Tracing
the development of the strike as a
magnificent demonstration of labor’s
power, and relating it to the general
situation that the miners confront,
Comrade McKinney analyzed the
weaknesses of the UMW’s program
in the light of the miners’ needs.

An important part of Comrade
McKinney's lecture was devoted to
an examination of the necessity of
the political implications of the
strike, and the important lessons to
be drawn from it, not only for the
miners, but for all of lahor as well,
in moving forward to independent
political action. .

The Sunday evéning forums are
continuing as a tremendous success.
Because of the holidays, there will
be a two-week interruption in the
series, after which the forums will
reopen with a lecture by Professor
C. Wright Mills, of Columbia Uni-
versity’s Social Research Bureau, on
the new middle class, With several
more lectures to go in this series, the
Workers Party School- is preparing
its next series of lectures, to begin
in-February.

Detroit Forum

DETROIT — Over 20 UAW -CIO
members were part of the audience
that heard an analysis of the coal
miners strike by Jack Wilson at a
forum held by the Workers Party
here on Dec. 8.

Reading Forum

Emanuel Garrett, editor of LABOR
ACTION, speaking on “Labor at the
Crossroads,” analyzed the situation
facing the American labor movement
at a public meeting called by the
Reading Branch of the Workers Par-
ty, on December 9. The meeting was
attended by fifteen friends of the
Workers Party, who contributed $8.20
to further the activities of the Work-
ers Party.

AKRON

Write to Box 221 for information.
LR B 1 P L] g
BALTIMORE

Headquarters: 21 W, Preston St.

Meetings ofr the Socialist Youth
League dare held every Friday at 8§
p.m. Public forums are held the sec-

,ond Friday' of each month.

“oe * SR
BUFFALO

HEADQUARTERS: 6_3‘3 Main St.

Open meetings on Sunday evenings.
CHICAGO

LABOR ACTION, 1501 W. Madison,
2nd floor, Chicago 7.

Telephone—CHEsapeake 5798

Office_hours: 3-5:30 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sundays. Tuesday and Wednes-
duy evenings.

On every Sunday evening at 7:30
olvloek, discussion classes of Marxist
classi:cs for next four weeks.

CLEVELAND

The Cleveland branch of the Work-
ers Party meets every Thursday at
8:00 p.m. in Carnegie Hall, 1220 Huron
Road.

The Cleveland branch of the Social-
ist Youth League meets every Tues-

ay—definite headquarters not,yet es-
tablished.

Youth socials are held every Friday
or Saturday night.

For further information write Ber-
nard Douglas, P. O. Box 1190, Sta. B.,
Cleveland, Ohio.

DETROIT

The building which housed the
headquarters of the Detroit branch
has been sold. The Workers Party and
Labor Action loeal offices have been
moved to the following address: La-
bor Action Hall, Rialto Theater Bldg.,
Rooths 9 and 10, 6351 Gratiot, Detroit
7. Mich.

Our office hours and our new tele-
phone number will be listed soon in
thiz column.

LOS ANGELES
Haedquarters at 31612 W. Pico hear
Olive. Telephone Rlchmond 7-3230.
Office hours: 12 to 3 p.m. daily, ex-
cept Sunday; also 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. un
Monday and Friday.

LOUISVILLE

For other information regarding
LABOR ACTION, New International
and Workers Party — Write Robert
Durant, Box 1181, Loulisville, Ky.

NEWARK
HEADQUARTERS: 248 Market St
_ OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday—3 to 6

p. m.; Wednesday—12 to % p. m.;
Saturday—3 to 4 p. m.

NEW YORK CITY

CITY CENTER: 114 West 14th St.,
third floor. Open  every day from 10
a.m, to 10:30 p.m. except Salurday
until 6 pomi; !
 Telephone: CHelsea 2-9681,

" You are welcome to' attend all open
Branch meetings of thé Workers Par-
ty in New York City.

puuam PRESS MANAGER'S

_Party City Center, 114 West 14th St,

BRONX BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday at 8:15 p.m., at Wilkins
Hall, 1330 .\V!;kins_. Ave., Bronx.

HARLEM- BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party Headquarters, 2143 BSeventh
Ave. (near 126th St.), room 106.

_ CENTRAL BRANCH: Meets every
Wednesday, 815 p.m.at the Workers

third floor.

HCHELSEA BRANCH: Meets every
Thursday, 8:15 p.m. at the Workers
Party City Center, 114 West 14th St,,
third floor.

SATURDAY AFTERNNON BRANCH:
Meets every Saturday at 2:30 p.m. at
the Workers Party City Center, 114
West --.th St., third floor. Y

BROOKLYN '~ BOROUGH HALL
BRANCH: Meets every Wednesday at
§:15 p.m. at the Workers Party Head-
quarters, 276 ‘Fulton St., second floor.

BROOKLYN-BROWNSVILLE, EAST
NEW YORK BRANCH: Meets .every
Wednesday at 8:15 p.m. at De Luxe
Palace, 558 Howard Ave. (near bPit-
kin Ave:).

SOCTALIST YOUTH LEAGUE: Meets
every Friday at 8:15 p.m. at the
Workers Party Headquarters, 276
IMulton St., second floor.

For further information concerning
the WORKERS PARTY, the SOCIAL-
IST YOUTH LEAGUE and LADBOR
ACTION SCHOOL in New York City
please write or wvisit the Workers
Party City Center at 114 West 14ih
St third floor, or phone CHelsea
2-9681. . *

READING .

For information rcgardim‘; the ac- @
tivities and affairs of the Reading{
Branch of the Workers arty ad-£
dress: P. 0. Box 1671. ‘E

Regular class on the "Role of the‘.-_.'-’

Party in the Fight for Socialism™ ev-" .

ery Monday evening at 8:30.

PHILADELPHIA

bl

HEADQUARTERS: 1139, West Ger-i

ard Avenue (3rd iloor). i
WD branch meets Wednesday at
8 pam.y .

Socialist Youth League meets Fri-
day at 8:00 p.m,
cents. ,
Coming evenls at Labor Action
Hall, 1139 W. Girard Avenue:
Tuesday, December 31—New Year's |
Iive Dance and Party. x }
Sunday, January 5, 8:00
um, “What 1s DBehind the
Speaker, Alex Craig.

SAN FRANCISCO BAY AREA

San [Francisco Bay Area Dranch
headquarters at 466 Tenth St. (corner
Tenth and Broadway), Room 206,
Oakland. Forums on current prob-

p.m.—TFor-
UNG ™

lems every other Sunday at 8:15 pam.

The next will be December 1.

SEATTLE

Tor information write to . O. Box .

143, University Post: Ofice,

Seattle,
Wash. U

& [ ]

FPor information of Workers DParty -
addresses and activities in cities not
listed above, write to Workers Party,:
4 Court Square, Long Island City 1.%
N. Y.

LAST CALL FOR XMAS AND NEW YEAR'S OFFERS:

The LABOR ACTION Book Service is offering some excellent book bar-
gains (see advertisement) that we'd like to see more people take advantage
of, These books would make ideal Xmas and New Year’s gifts. We are also,
beginning this week, introducing to those of our readers acquainted with
French the latest works published in that language dealing with political,

economic and social subjects.

The LABOR ACTION Book Service Is a service specializing in Marxist po-
litical and literary publications. We'd like to see more of bur agents make:
use of it and help us in the job of building it up. We can obtain all Marxist
literature that is available, at reasonable prices, as well as other material
advertised. This week, all branches of the Workers Party and agents of LABOR
ACTION will receive the new and revised list of books available. We hope
this list will be conveniently and conspicuously posted so that people can see
it! Send for more copies—we have plenty of them.

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN:

As announced previously, the subscription and expansion carhp_qign for
_The New International is continuing until January 14, 1947—with the $1.00
introductory subscription offer remaining good until then. We hope that
agents of LABOR ACTION will continue their work on behalf of the
magazine and help bring the campaign to a successful conclusion.

Subscriptions ‘during the past week showed a decline below our usual
average, ‘bul'; the Los Angeles and Newark branches made a fine showing.
Here’s the list for the past week of new and renewed subseriptions:

LOS ANGELES
Newark

New York City . ... ... "

Akron ... ..
San Pedro
Buffalo ... .
Philadelphia
Seattle ... .

Sfreuiolr, m. ...
Miscellaneoiis

BY HENRY JUDD ==

Address

| Want to Sibscribe o
THE NEW EIGHT-PAGE
LABOR
4 Court Squdre, Lotig Isldand City 1, N. Y.

NAME "o dnaimmiass

Zone State

ACTION

FErdsenssssssrnarnnnas

50 Cents for Six Months
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$1.00 fora Year | .
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An Examination of the Lessons We Must Learn from the Miners' Strike, by David Cooli'dg_e'

(Continued from last week)
Lewis is dangerous for labor not

for the reasops given by the capital- .

ist ruling class, its press, the liberals
and the congressfonal “friends of la-
bor,” but for the very opposite rea-
son, They say he goes too far, he is
not reasonably, he is power hungry,
his acts will prompt anti-labor legis-
lation, he is unpatriotic; and on and
on. Lewis is dangerous for labor be-
cause he does not go far eough. His
program is too narrow and his think-
ing is somewhat medieval. He has no
educational program for his union,
not even -a trade union educational
program such as the UAW and the
ILGWU. He has no program for im-
proving the social and cultural sta-
tus of the miners. There is no hous-
ing program or a program for better
schools, hospital facilities, recrea-
tiznal facilities, medical care. The
miners and their families are left to
rot culturally.

Lewis has no political program for
the miners. He goes his personal way,
supporting now the Republicans,
later the New Deal Democrat Roose-
velt and then back to the Republi-
cans Willkie and Dewey. If the min-
ers go along, that's good, but if they
do not, that is their business. With
all thfs the capitalist ruling class
will agree. If Lewis did no more than
this he would have the solid support
of every proponent of “our system of
free enterprise.” The capitalist ex-
ploiters are willing for the miners to
remain in their hovels in the coal
patches, without adequate schools
and medical care and without civil
rights and political opportunities,
They have no objection ;to Lewis
thundering out his annual demands.
They are only against the miners and
the rest of labor backing their de-
mands with mass action; they are
against the working class showing
its power in the stopping of produc-
tiun and bringing the ruling class to
its knees.

WE CANNOT FUNCTION

WITH OUTLIVED IDEAS

" Over against the capitalist ruling
class, its deputies in the government
at Washington, its yes men of the
capitalist press and its most humble
and loyal stooges in the ranks of the
liberals, the Workers Party supports
the demands of the miners and their
strike waged in support ,of those de-
man.s. But we do hot and cannot
stop here. Neither can the miners
and the whole host of "the labor
movement.

We call {o the attention of laber
le ’e:s such as Lewis, Green, Murray
and Reuther that they are not living
in the year 1900. The political and
economic situation today is mnot the
same as 1900. The working class can-
not function properly today with a
i9th century program. Capitalism to-
day is not the exuberant system of
“free enterprise” which it was in
1900. The world is in such economic
and political turmoil and uncertain-
ty as never known before in the his-
. tory of capitalism. Capitalism blun-

ders and stumbles along, groping for
a 'way out and some means to assure
its salvation from decay and for
some way out short of fascism. The
world still reels from the impact of
the last imperialist world war.

The peace makers talk peace in the
open while their governments either
pile’ up the atom bombs or explore
the secret of their manufacture. The
capitalist ruling class, sensing some
sort of threat to its continued rule,

tries to restore its world market,
raises prices and piles up the hugest
profits of its fabulous existence. It
seeks to hold downt what this class is

pleased to call “labor costs,” or the

“unit cost of production.” This means
a lowering of wages and the stand-
ard of living of the masses. It seeks
to pull the teeth of organized labor
and turn the working class into a
group of mere petitioners. Its chief
and ever-willing weapon today is its
government at Washington. At the

same time of course this class car-

ries on a struggle against its govern-
ment whenever this government does
not do its will. The government at
Washington on its part, ever tmind-
ful of its obligations as the protector
of the *real” interests of the capi-
talist ruling class, holds on to its
wartime emergency powers, to be
used primarily for the adjudication of
“labor disputes” in such manner as
will keep production going without
giving in too much to -labor.

It is in such a scene that the min-
ers' strike came, threatening to para-

lyze all basic production, transport
and power, This threat could not but
alert the governnment in the interest
of the capitalist ruling class. It would
not put it this way, of course. The
government would say that its in-
tervention was in the interest of pro-
duction of the maintenance of law
and order, of the constitutional
rights and the rights of the public.
The miners were not prepared by
their leaders to face this concrete
‘gituation.

The strike came this time just as
strikes have come béfore. The miners
were totally oblivious as to what the
strike really meant. It was only one
more strike to them, called because
they had ne contract. The social and
political implications in the strike
were not clear to them. Suppose they
did get their contract with some in-
crease in wages and a betterment of
working conditions? Suppose this
occurs at the end of each contractual
period? They will still be living in
the coaltown shacks. The one-room
school shanties will be there. Hospi-

tals, medical care and recreational
facilities will not be there. They will
still be forced to buy in the company
-stores, work in the criminally haz-
ardous surroundings and live in daily
denial of full civil rights. }

Also, what will they do when'faced
with $3,500,000 fines, imposed by a
capitalist court? Lewis writes to.the
miners that “the Supreme Caqurt is,
and we believe will ever be, the pro-
tector of American liberties and the
rightful privileges of individual citi-
zens.” This is an extremely reaction-
ary piece of nonsense. It is bombast
and the most fatuous 8tatement which
could have been made in this situa-
tion. It is cut from the same piece of
cloth as Murray and Reuther depend-

ing on Roosevelt, or the belief of '

Green that labor and the employers
can get along together if the gov-
ernment will keep its hands off. There
is one difference, however. Depend-
ence on Roosevelt was induced by a
situation in which, under a New
Deal; labor had made material and
organizational gains.

How Lewis can contrast the courts
which only 'interpret the Constitu-
tion and acts of Congress, and say
that they will protect labor, over
against the legislative and executive
branch of the government, is a mys-
tery. This is a demonstration of the
essentially medieval ‘character of
Lewis’ thinking. Labor can’t be pro-
tected by Congress and the President
but it can and will be protected by
the Supreme Court. g <

Such a reactionary amd anti-labor
outlook will only push the miners
and all labor farther away from the
road over which we must go. Not
by appeals to capitalipt legality as
established by a capitalist court, even
the sacrosanct Supreme Court, but
by working class political action; that
is; by working class political action
oriented toward working class legal-
ity. Working class legality can: only
be established under a workers’ gov-
ernment in which workers have their
law-making bodies, their own admin-
istrative branch and their own work-
ers’ courts. Lewis not only/ puts the

Labor Action Reporters Find Miners
Disturbed by Retreat But Confident

By KEN HILLYER ‘

SPRINGFIELD, Ill., Dec. 8—Bewild-
erment, confusion, anger at the latest
events—these are the sentiments to-
day of the members, of the United
Mine Workers Union in the Spring-
field-Taylorville region in Southern
Illinois.

The John L. Lewis order calling
the men back to work has created
these feelings. .

We talked to enough members in
the area to get a cross section of
their sentiments. They simply cannot
understand the order. One puts it
plainly: “Why ‘did he (Lewis) have
to back down?-He had all of labor
behind him.” Another, a wife of a
miner says: “John must have some-
thing up his sleeve, some secret
agreement whereby our hours are re-
duced.” This woman says: “You know
we're going back to work at the same
hours. Nine hours a day is a long time
to spend in the mine. It used to be
seven hours a day before the war.
That was the main idea of the strike,
getting less hours and keeping the
same pay envelope.”

One gathered a picture'of the true
independent feeling of these miners.
and their critical attitude foward all
évents and personalities, including
John L. Lewis. One understands why
Laewis had to write the paragraph:
“Let there be no hesitation upon the
part of any individual member with
respect to the effectuation of the
policy herein defined. Complete unity
of action is our sole source of
strength. We will, as always, act to-
gether and await the rendition of
legal and economic justice.”

That paragraph was a way of beg-
ging the miners to follow his lead-
ership and stick fogether. They did.
They were going back, but they
didn’t like it, and after discussing
with LABOR ACTION representa-
tives they opened up and talked
their hearts out.

SNUB CAPITALIST REPORTER

* , This was in contrast to the handling

Hub Logan, reporter of the Chicago
Bun, received in town the day be-
fore. In his dispatch from Taylorville,
he said: “The miners who work the
Christian County pits are cagey.

They’ve learned not to talk to
strangers, not to show their feelings
too readily. But they gathered in
knots on the Taylorville Square and
discussed among themselves the re-
turn to work. A stranger might over-
hear but that’s all.” Yes, a reporter
for a capitalist paper would have
a tough time getting a response from
a miner. They have learned the les-
son of treatment by the boss press.
But that wasn't how the representa-
tives of LABOR ACTION were re-
ceived. )

We. distributed several hundred
copies of LABOR ACTION, We re-
ceived twenty subs in a couple of
hours’ soliciting. The miners after
carefully glancing through the pa-
per and noticing the play and sup-
port we gave to the Mine Union’s
fight, were eager to read our point
of view. One invited us to the meet-
ing of the locHl' s that the whole
local ceuld sibSc¢ribe. We were back-
ing them in thédir fight and it was a
relief to ‘them, ‘zfter taking the
pounding they Nad in the daily press.

One other told us: “I haven’t listened
L]

to the radio or read a paper the last
few weeks. Just can't stand seeing
and hearing all these lies.” )

Bernard Shore, one of the LA re-
porters, in getting a sub from a miner,
heard the old-timer say: “Son of a
......capitalists; they beat us this time,
but I'm going into that mine and ..."
(He gave a motion of ane slitting a
throat.) Marty Young had a long
discussion with another abﬂut social-
ism, the Labor Party, 'the old Pro-
gressive Miners’ movemgpt, ete, This
miner was bitter about the status of
the world working class political
movement, and of John L.'s “retreat.”

Yes, bitterness, disillusionment, an-
ger was the mood of the miners.
They're going back to the drudgery
of nine hours a day, six days a week.
They have retreated. But their eyes
are on March 31, and their mood is
one that insures the vietory of the
40 hour week at 54 hours' pay. No
one will beat them the next time.
That is the unmistakable picture one
gets from these old-time union men,
among the best fighters in the work-
ing class.

]

N. Y. Workers Party in Rent Campaign

NEW YORK—With the proposed in-
creases in rent ceilings planned both
by the landlords and the government,
hundreds of thousands of workers
and their families in this eity are now
preparing to meet the rent onslaught
with a firm and stubborn resistance
against any new dip into their pock-
ets. Local New York of the Workers
Party proposes to throw as many of
its forces as it can into the struggle
to prevent remt increases. To this
end the New York Local has drawn
up a plan of action.

Readers and sympathizers of LA-
BOR ACTION in all the New York
shops and factories are urged to dis-
cuse this question with their fellow

‘Joint Strategy - -

(Continued from page 1)
the kind of business represented pre-
_cisely by the militancy of the auto
workers, who elected Reuther be-
cause théy thought he would not be
a namby-pamby leader.

Even if Riesel is discounted in
whole or in part, the meeting, at
" least as it was reported, smacked en-
tirely too much of labor statesman-
ship and too little of labor militancy.

'Equally disturbing is the absence,
in the published reports of the mget-
ing, of any reference to the ?usitlon
adopted by the CIO convention for
A WAGE INCREASE WITHOUT A
PRICE INCREASE. There are refer-
ences o such excellent demands as
a guaranteed annual wage, portal-td-

" portal “pay, uniform group insurance

and so forth. These are excellent de-
mands, and it is most decidedly prop-
er to include them in an av_er-all
union strategy. However, none of
these will amount to the real achieve-
. ments they can be, unless they are
used in the context of what must be
the axis of the campaign, namely the
wage-price slogan that LABOR AC-

" TION has called the GM PROGRAM.

That the ranks of the CIO want
exactly such an approach is proved
by the reaction in the various union
~journals te the decisions of the CIO
convention. In case after case, they
. featured Murray’s speech for a wage
raise while prices are held in line. So,
" for example, the United Automobile
Warker; UAW, featured Murray’s
' statement, “Raise Wages, Hold Prices,”
" in its December issue. F

As we have previously commented
in LABOR ACTION, Murray has
failed to give any indication of his
intention to effectuate his speech at
the CIO convention. He has, instead,
evidently spoken what may for him
be “equivalent” terms, but which are
not at all real equivalents—such as
acknowledgihg that ecertain indus-
tries cannot grant a 5 per cent wage
increase without passing it on to
labor consumer, and similarly mis-
leading references.

‘It may be that the Pittsburgh meet-
ing -did consider a plan to put for-
ward the demand for a wage in-
crease without a price increase, that
it did consider the systematization of
a policy of joint strategy, and that
the union leaders have preferred not
to make it public at this time for
good and sufficient reasons. That, at
least, is the interpretation we would
like to make of their deliberations.

Unfortunately, given Murray's well
known position of last year on price
rises and his failure to restate in con-
crete terms what was a clear man-
date of the CIO convention on
wages and prices, there is little rea-
son for so assuming, It is, therefore,
clearly a situation demanding the
intervention of the rank and file, who
do not want an endless round of
strikes for wage increases that are
quickly cancelled by price increases
and who do see the advantages of a
campaign waged at the same time and
on the same level by workers in ail
the principal industries.

workers. This question can be raised
in the form of solidarizing all the

unions with the tenant-committee '

movement.

Readers and sympathizers of LA-
BOR ACTION in every neighbor-
hood in New York are urged imme-
diately to initiate discussions with
their neighbors in. order to begin
carrying out activity against. lifting
the rent ceilings.

Readers and sympathizers of LA-
BOR ACTION in every veterans' or-
ganization, housewives’ organization
and . consumers’ organization are
urged immediately to propose a dis-
cussion of the rent situation at their
next meeting, to pass resolutions and
form committees to copperate in the
tenant-committee movement.

WP PROGRAM

The Workers Party, Local New
York, proposes to all of its readers
and sympathizers that they urge
these trade unions, these tenant com-
mittees and the committees formed
in veterans' organizations and con-
gumers organizations:

1. To send immediate protests
against the lifting of the federal rent
ceilings;

2. To demand the immediate call-
ing of a special session of the New
York State Legislature to strengthen
the New York State Rent Control
Law to the effect that if the federal
rent ceilings are raised, a state law
immediately comes into operation
once again for freezing rents. This
state law should provide for the en-
forcement of this rent freeze through
committees composed of representa-
tives of the State CIO, AFL and
railroad unions, and veterans’' organ-
izations, tenant, consumers’ and
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PROCEEDS WILL GO TO
EUROPEAN SOCIALISTS
CHRISTMAS DAY OPEN HOUSE
- At New York City Center
Workers Party, 114 West 14th Street
[ ]

COME TO INFORMAL COCKTAIL
PARTY AND DANCE
DECEMBER 25, 4:00 P. M.

Contribution, 75 Cents plus any pack-
age of Food or Clothing you may
want to send to El.impe’s
Needy Socialists

housewives' organizations.

The Workers Party, Local New
York, pledges its unqualified support
to all public meeétings which are
called for the purpose of making
public sentiment known on the rent
situation. LABOR ACTION will pub-
licize all such meetings and.urges
workers and their wives in the
neighborhood to attend and support
the meeting.

SEEKS CONFERENCE

Sympathizers ' of LABOR ACTION
are urged to issue petitions based on
the above program. Go from house
to house and ,get signatures from
your neighbors. Get as many peoplé
involved as possible. Workers Party,
Local New York, offers assistance
and technical help in getting out pe-
titions to all tenant leagues. We will
put every resource we have behind
this drive.

Sympathizers of the Workers Party
in all organizations are asked to in-
troduce motions immediately for a
city-wide conference of labor, tenant,
veteran, consumer, etc., organizations
to take up city-wide measureg in this
campaign.

Write or- telephone to. Workers
Party, Local New York, for techni-
cal assistance and any other kind of
advice or help in this tenant com-
mittee drive. Send all netices of pub-
lic meetings called to.protest lifting
of rent ceilings, to Workers Party,
114 West 14th Street. We guarantee
their publication and distribution
around the city free of charge.

For all information and assistance,
write to Workers Party Rent Ceiling
Campaign Committee, 114 West 14th
Street, New York 11, N. Y. Or tele-
phone CHelsea 2-9681, Monday
through Saturday, from 10:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. E i

Mine Strike Poses Question of Labor’s Program

cart before the horse, but his posi-

tion obscures the real issues involved.

He also tells the workers that the
capitalist courts, the most reaction-
ary arm of the capitalist government,
will be a friend to working men and
women. This has not been our expe-
rience with the courts and the po-
lice. )

Are we saying here that this strike
should not have been called? Not at
all. We are saying something far
more important. We are saying that
the miners cannot continue with the
over-simplified , formula: “No con-
tract, no work.” They cannot and
must not continue to do this without
understanding all the things which
we have been saying: without under-
standing the political situation and
the political nature of the strikes
which they engage in.

POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
INDICATED AS NEED

The miners must rise out of the po-
litical slough of despondency. They
and all of labor must proceed to po-
litical organization and political ac-
tion. The Workers Party says to those
miners and other workers who read
LABOR ACTION that economic or-
ganization is not enough. The union
is not eneugh. The miners have a
powerful union and this union has
demonstrated again and again that it
can tie up the economy and stop pro-
duction. It can ang has raised wages
and improved working conditions.
This is as it should be, but it is not
enough. This last experience of the
miners should teach this. Their union
cannot combat the capitalist ruling
class and its political arm: the gov-
ernment at Washington, including
the capitalist courts.

The miners and all labor must have
a program for keeping production
going under the control of the work-
ers and, eventually, by workers’, con-
trol in a socialist society.

Such demonstrations of economic
power as just displayed by the min-
ers, without a program and an or-
ganization for taking hold of the
economy and the government, will
only lead the. capitalist ruling class
and. its government to prepare for
taking the harshest measures against
labor. Labor cannot resist these at-
tacks with its economic organization
only. For such political resistanice’Ta“
bor must have a ‘political otganiza-
tion: a party of labor réady to béeonie
the government and assume the total
leadership of the mation.

MINERS WERE NOT
PREPARED PROPERLY

We are not here supporting those
labor bureaucrats who talk to labor
very militantly about keeping quiet
lest the militancy of the workers
bring down upon the head of labor
reprisals from the ruling class gov-
ernment. We oppose such a craven
and cowardly, attitude from any labor
leader. We say that labor must fight,
it must strike, it must engage in mass
strikes.

But we say, also, that we must be
in a position to combat any and all
measures which the capitalist ruling
class and its government take against
us. The miners and the rest of labor
are not prepared today for carrying
through such a struggle as Lewis led
his union into. Lewis has capitulated
and the union has retreated. Retreat
is often or usually necessary to some
degree. There is nothing wrong about
a union retreating. What was wrong
in this strike was that the union was
not prepared either for the advance
nor for the retreat which Lewis or-
dered.

We say that the miners were not

prepared properly for the strike. For
instance,

try needs the coal. Didn’t Lewis know
this when.he called the strike? Didn’t
he know that industry must have coal
if it is to keep going? Didn't he know
that the mines were under govern-’
ment control? Didn't -he know that
the Department of Justice would re-
sort to the courts? Was he ignorant
of the faect that the capitalist mon-
sters would put on their three-ringed
circus about freezing children, hos-
pitals with no coal, schools closing
for lack of coal, trains suspended and
all the rest of the capitalist appeal
to prejudice and ignorance? How did
Lewis expect to wage this battle to
which he called the uniners? Merely
have the miners and their families
sit it out in their miserable shacks?
Take a holiday and go hunting?

It is to the everlasting glory of the
miners that they will sit it out, that
they will hold the line, that they will
remain firm even though they go hun-
gry and freeze on the bleak' hill-
sides. But they deserve something
more, much more than this. They and
all the working class deserve and
must have food, clothing and shel-
ter in abundance. They deserve and
must have wholesome and nutritious

food, decent and sanitary homes, -

paved and light streets, schools, hos-
pitals, culture, héalth, peace and free-
dom. They deserve !11& life of a hu-
man being. They have the power to
get all of this and more. All that is
needed is for this potential political
power to be made actual.

The miners are back at work with-
out a contract. We suppose that later
they will get their contract and a
few gains. But they were not pre-
pared for the sudden and ‘“dramatic”
about-face of their leader. They did ,
not participate in this decision.

WE MUST ASSUME

OUR RESPONSIBILITIES

What comes next? The case is still
in the courts. The $3,500,000 fine
stands. Suppose the Supreme Court
should reverse the little judge Golds-
borough? Suppose the government
returns the mines to the capitalist
banks which own them? What will
the miners do on April 1 if they have

-no contract? Should they strike, the

government will step in again. What
then?: Will they simply demonstrate
once again that labor has tremendous
economic power, that production can
be stopped? This will get labor no-
where.

The magnificent spirit of the min-

ers, their courage and their foriitude |

must not be frittered away by a mere
repetition of the receéni sirike. Surely
workers must strike. Of course, we
must fight on the economic level. But

we must move ahead to independent .

working class political organization
and political action. This is the only
effective way now to give force to
our economic demands,

Labor must not walk into any traps
laid by the capitalist ruling class, nor
into the swamp prepared by those
who believe that labor needs only its
unions to win, nor fall into the con-
servatism of those who prate that,
“you can't strike against the govern-
ment.”

Labar can and will have to strike
against the capitalist ruling class in
whatever form this class confronts
the working class. But labor ean do
this only if we are prepared and or-
ganized to take the responsibility for
operating industry, leading the nation
and governing the -nation with and
through a workers’ government,

These are the imperative and press-
ing lessons which labor ean and must
learn from the miners’ strike.

_ Soon the worn phrases and
dried-out ecliches will be here
again.

The air will be clogged with
syrupy platitudes; radio voices
will take a break from advertis-
ing the virtues of Lanolin, Kreml
and Puffed Wheat in order to
speak unctuously of the “brother-
hood of man”; the armament
firms will insert ads in the news-
papers urging “peace and good-
will” and “turning the other
cheek”; the preachers who dis-
dain the struggle for a good life
in this world will praise the good
life in the next world. The New
York Daily News, interrupting
its calls for a swift atomic war,
will print sermons on the Prince
of Peace.

SYNTHETIC GOOD CHEER

The time of synthetic good
cheer, of ccloying rhetoric on
“good will' toward men” is at
hand. The capitalists, though they
consider wage raises sacreligious,
will include cards of “good cheer”
in inadequate pay envelopes. And
in the veterans hospitals, com-
fortable and well-padded business
men who knew how to make a
penny here and a penny there
during the war, will come to bring

the season’s greetings to the vie-
tims of the imperialist world war.

For Christmas is here. And just
as with every other holiday—from
Thanksgiving - to Mother's Day—
American capitalism and its com-
mercial culture have constructed a
whole series of false, synthetic and '
frankly hypocritical medns of gele-
bration. For does not everyone
know that the day after Christmas,
after all the sugary standardized
“"goed cheer," we will again face
the rottenness of our society—its
exploitation of man, its extremes
of poverty and wealth, its eruption
into war?

Yet the ideas and ideals pre-
sumably celebrated on Christmas
are fine and noble. The “brother-
hood of man’—does not every so-
cialist yearn and live and fight
for that? “Peace on earth’—is
that not what we dream of?

How them, we wonder, can we
hear these pheeses rolling off the
slick and commercialized tongues -
of capitalisn'’s literary and radio
and newspaper hucksters without
a feeling of revulsion?

For we cannot forget the world
in which we live—

o The world where millionsg lie
rotting in the gwround, victims of

Some Thbughls on Christmas...

an -imperialist war they never
caused nor wanted; a whole gen-
eration destroyed.

e The world where potential plen-
ty and actual scarcity form the
most glaring contrast; where the
society in which we live makes
possible the good life of luxury
and leisure and instead gives us
constant insecurity and -depriva-
tion. .

e The world where peoples are
slaughtered, as the Jews of Eu-
rope have been; or where peoples
are degraded, insulted, diserimi-
ated against, as are the Negroes
?f the U. S.

e The world where no man feels
secure of his job or his future;
where men wonder if the depres-
sion will come again—or more ac-
curately how soon it will come
again.

e And the world where the new
menace of total destruction—the
atom bomb—hovers over us unre-
lentingly: the ultimate madness
of capitalism in decay. k

BY OUR OWN ACTION

Those to whom the words used
as Christmas decorations have
meaning, to whom these words
are not mere holiday phrases

taken out of and quickly reinsert-
ed into mental moth balls—they
will ‘try to build a society in
which these words will take on
flesh and blood, will become real.
The paradise on earth on which
dreamers mused in days gone by
has now bzen made possible by
man’s mastery of the machine. If
to that mastery, he merely adds
a rational organization of society,
which is socialism, then these
Christmas words will become de-
scriptives of the present rather
than vague wishes for the future.

That is why we socialists reiter-
ate our message, contradict the
hypocrisy of 'the Christmas ser-
monizérs. We stand for the broth-
erhood of man and we believe that
the sword should be beaten into a
ploughshare. But we urge men not
to wait for miracles from above;
it is in this world that we shall
either rise or fall. -

So LABOR ACTION wishes all .
of its readers a merry Christmas,
a most merry Christmas:indeed.
Doing so, we ask you to remember
that the noble words that hang
on the lips of the Christmas sales-
men like so many glittering bau-
bles can become a reality only by
the liberation of humanity which
is the socialist promise.

aside from the nonsense .
which Lewis utters about the Su- |
preme Court, he says that the coun- .
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