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By SUSAN GREEN

Unable to risk a rebellion by labor
leaders smack at the beginning of his
administration, President Truman got
his Senate whip, Lucas, to put pres-
sure on Senator Thomas, chairman of
the Senate Labor Committee, to stop-.
dilly-dallying on Taft-Hartley repeal.
The result was that all eight Demo-
crals on the committee voted for, and
all five Republicans voted against, a
resolution for the repeal of T-H, for
the restoration of the Wagner Act
and for committee hearings up till

Will He or Won't He
Get Injunction Power?
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February 10 on amendments to the
Wagner Act. Thus was the ground
laid for the introduction to the com-
mittee of the administration’s pro-
posed labor bill, which is now be-
fore it.

Before faking up the administra-
tion’s bill, it should be noted that
this one-package proposition is not
what the labor leaders wanted, La-
bor leaders wanted a two-package
procedure: first and without delay,
the repeal of T-H and the restoration
of the Wagner Act as the law of the
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land; then at a more leisurely pace
and with greater thoroughness of dis-
cussion; the legislation of amendments
to the Wagner Act. Thus the Wagner
Act, more favorable to labor, would
be the law while the protracted dis-
cussion on amendments took place.

Under the one-package procedure
the restrictive T-H Act remains the
law until amendments to the Wag-
ner Act are agreed upon, However,
it.is not likely that labor officials will
press on this point.

FLIES IN THE OINTMENT

The most publicized feature of the
administration bill is that it would
discontinue the right of court injunc-
tion in what is called “national pa-
ralysis strikes" such as mine, rail-
road, etc. Whereas T-H provides for
an 80-day strike delay with power of
the presideft-to resort to court in-
junetion— which power President
Truman has used—the new adminis-
tration -bill would provide for a 30-
day’ cooling-off’ period without speci-
fying any court: injunction powers.

There are seversl flies in this oint-
ment. Labor leaders question the
worth -of the omission of court in-
junction powers from the adminis-
tration -bill; feeling that the govern-
ment will résort to injunctions if it
wants to, bolstered by court decisions
of the past. Government lawyers, in-
‘terviewed by newspaper men, inter-
pret the admihistration bill as “im-
plying” injuneétion. Democratic Sen-
ators who will be acting on the bill
if it is voted out of committee, do not
believe the President really wants to
be stripped of the power of court in-
junction in the case of *national pa-
ralysis strikes.”

‘But Drew Pearson really let the
cat out of the bag. He said that the
President indeed wants the power of
court . injunction but hesitated at
-arousing the ire of labor officialdom
and concluded he doesn’t need to be-
cause, forsooth, the Senate is sure to
include the power of injunction in
any bill. Certainly if the Republicans
—spearheaded by Senator Taft with
‘his fifteen amendments to the Wagner
Act as a starter—and the Southern

(Continued on page 2)
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Israel Vote a Mandate for Peace:
Lahor Government Is a Possibility

By AL and ED FINDLEY

A clear mandate for immediate
peace and decisive repudiation of the
pro-war and pro-Russian parties high-
light the first national election in
Israel.

The Mapai (Labor Party of Israel)
campaigning on the issue of “peace or
war” in Palestine and “neutrality”
between Washington and the Moscow
Axis, emerged with a commanding
plurality. 152,972 voters, 35.82 per cent
of the total, east their ballot for the
Mapai.

The Mapam (United Workers Par-
ty) which gave high priority to a pro-
Russian orientation and de facto alli-
ance with the “people’s democracies”
in its election campaign, was a dis-
tant second with 63,107 votes or 14.77
per cent.

Mapai with its allied Arab party
received close to three times as many
votes as the Mapam.

BEIGIN REPUDIATED

Beigin's rifle-waving, ultra nation-
alist Freedom (Heiruth) Movement,
which campaigned for an aggressive
war of expansion until all Palestine
is  conquered by Israel, despite its
anti - British, underground prestige
and chauvinist appeal was decisively
repudiated, even in its traditional ur-
ban strongholds such as Jerusalem.
It received only 11.5 per cent of the
vote, -49,220.

The Irgunists did, however, succeed
in -taking over the Revisionist-Jabo-
tinsky movement. The rump Revision-
ist Party which refused to merge with
Beigin's party was virtually wiped
out, amassing less than 1 per cent of
the vote. It is to be noted that the
combined Beigin - Revisionist slates
had a smaller percenatge of the votes
than did the United Revisionist ticket
in the last Zionist elections.

Despite its small size, Beigin's party
represents a continuing threat to
Israel's democratic character. Its ag-
gressive expansionist foreign policy
and  anti-Histadrut activities find en-
thusiastic support among large sec-
tions of the United Religious Bloc,
the General Zionists and the commu-
nal groupings—Sephardic and Yem-

(Ps Lawyers Attack Jury Setup

Blue-Ribbon Panels Come from Upper Class

Present Evidence That

By WYATT LEE

The trial of eleven Communist
Party leaders was still in its prelim-
inary stages as the third week of
hearings continued in Federal Court
in New York. The battery of defense
attorneys raised a host of legal objec-
tions to the proceedings and were
charged by Judge Harold R. Medina
with “willful, deliberate and concert-
ed delay.”

Most of the defense objections, in-
cluding his own right to preside,
were summarily dismissed by Medina.
The major controversy arose over the
legality of jury system as practiced
in New York and on this question
the defense called numerous wit-
nesses.

In New York, grand juries, whose
task it is to conduct investigations,
listen to evidence and to hand down
indictments, are made up of jurors
with supposedly “superior” qualifica-
tions. It was such a jury, known as
“blue ribbon” juries, that handed
down the indictment that brought
present defendants to trial. .

CHARGE DISCRIMINATION

The defense charges that such a
jury is unrepresentative of the popu-
lation and is chosen by discriminatory
methods. Judge Medina is in an anom-
alous position, as he brought forth
the same charges when -acting as
counsel for two trade union ofticials
charged —and convicted — of racket-
eering. Medina carried an appeal to
the Supreme Court, where the jury
system was upheld by a 5-to-4 deci-
sion.

As is to be expected in America,
qualification for a “blue ribbon” jury
most likely means the attainment of
a considerable degree of financial sue-
cess, a “good” address, membership
in the “right” clubs and societies, and

other earmarks of solid, substantial
American cifizenship. Negroes, Jews,
“foreigners” and other unreliable
characters are not welcome, if not
definitely excluded, as charged by the
defense.

. To prove their contention, the de-
fense called a succession of witnesses
from the grand jury panel—a pro-
cession that turned out to be made up
in the main of stockbrokers, retired
capitalists, - prosperous businessmen
and a scattering of well-to-do pro-
féssional men. No questions on the
racial, social or economic status of
the witnesses were permitted by the
judge. The prosecution merely asked
gach witness to confirm that similar
questions had not.been asked before
their selection as grand jury mem-
bers.

. In addition, the defense began to
call members of the petit jury panel,
from which will be selected the ju-
‘rors who will sit in judgment during
the actual trial. Again discriminatory
practices. were charged, but Judge
Medina called a halt to the evidence.
Nothing had been produced, he said,
that would stand up as proper evi-
dence in the Supreme Court,

BASIC QUESTION UNTOUCHED

Next the defense called Prof. Doxey
Wilkerson, head of the Jefferson
School of -Social Science, a CP spon-
sored. organization in New York, Wil-
kerson had prepared studies that
showed jurors were called from
areas in New York City where resi-
dents were.likely to be in the higher
income brackets. His figures showed
that in the past ten years 40 to 50
per cent of the:jurors came from an
area known as the “silk stocking dis-
trict,”  while in the same period only
one per cent came from Harlem or
the lower East Side, predominantly

working class neighborhoods. Occu-
pational categories showed a similar
disparity, with 46.1 per cent listed as
executives and ranging downward to
fivé per cent for manual workers.

. After a day’s testimony, Judge Me-
dina refused to accept more oral tes-
timony from Wilkerson on these fac-
tors, though he did give permission
for the defense to present the evi-
dence in written form. Throughout
the trial, though he leaned backward
to give the impression of formal de-
mocracy, Judge Medina has cast
dotibt on the legal validity of the
defenge’s challenge of the jury sys-
tem.

Aside from strictly legal interpre-
tation, a matter for judges and law-
yers, the defense seems to have suc-
ceeded in arousing grave doubts con-
cerning the fairness of the jury sys-
tem as practiced in New York. The
press has been unable to avoid giving
the picture of a parade of solid, pros-
perous citizens when the testifying
jurors took the stand. The best the
newspapers could do to discredit the
line of defetise was to report glee-
fully that three housewives among
the jurors had “Jewish names,” and
that one stockbroker had not been to
college.

It appears highly improbable that
defense efforts to quash the indict-
ment of the eleven Communists on
these grounds will succeed. Important
as the question of jury selection is,
the basic question of the legality of
the Smith Act under which the de-
fendants were indicted has mnot yet
been touched upon.

Perhaps this is a ground on which
the CP partisans do not feel strong.
Were they not among the most voeif-
erous in applauding the convietion of
18 Socialist Workers Party members
under the same act?

enite. Given a “crisis” in Arab-Jewish
relations and internal discontent, the
Freedom Movement’s. present minor-
ity position. can serve as a spring-
board for a new leadership bid, which
even if not successful, could endanger
the security and freedom of the new
state.

ARAB REPRESENTATION

The Arab population will be rep-
resented in the Constituent Assembly
by either five or six deputies:—two of
them CP representatives, 2 from the
Arabs of Nazareth—a Stalinist con-
trolled non-party slate, one from the
Arab Workers Party—sponsored by
the Mapai, and possibly one from the
Arab Peoples Party, spongored by the
Mapam. The latter two parties did
not obtain the minimum of 3500 votes
needed {o elect representatives. It is

expected that the Mapai will transfer
the 400 voles needed by the Arab
Workers Party. Whether the Mapam
will be able or willing to transfer 700
votes that its Arab affiliate needs is
more problematical.

The CP made out relatively well.
Its ticket got 14,999 votes—3.5 per
cent. It is estimated that a majority
of these, approximately 15,000 votes,
came from Arabs. This CP victory
grows out of three developments pre-
viously analyzed in LABOR ACTION:
First, its virtual monopoly in Arab
areas during the early days of Israeli
victory. Second, the merger of the CP
and the Arab League for National
Liberation, as a result of which the
CP occupied a unique position of be-
ing the only well organized political

(Continued on page 3)
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pares Ambitious

For Control of World by Dol

Some of the i's are being d'offed and t's crossed in President
Truman's inaugural speech on the theme of the "American Cen-

tury.”

Indications are growing that behind Point 4 in this speech—
the point which has excited the most attention—is a deliberate
orientation by the government toward a planned and large-scale
commando raid by the American dollar for economic domination
and exploitation of every part of the world still open to it.

The key words in Truman's Point 4 were:

"We must embark on a bold new program for making the
benefits of our scientific advances and industrial progress avail-
able for the improvement and growth of undeveloped areas.”

That was all. Immediately the question sprang up: what does

this mean?

The theory that the statement was made "off the cuff" and -

really didn't mean anything in particular might be tenable if
Truman had tossed them off on some passing occasion; he has
put his foot in his mouth before this. But inaugural addresses,
and this one on foreign policy in particular, are not extempora-

neous pieces of elocution.

Last week both Truman and Secretary of State Acheson
added that Point 4 had been in the background of American pol-
icy for a long fime. Acheson, at his press conference last Wednes:

By WALTER JASON ;
DETROIT — In 'its symptomatic im-
portance, -the tone,.atmosphere . and
political trends revealed at the re-
cent UAW-CIO national educational
conference have much weight, for this
union remains a most sensitive ba-
rometer of advanced working elass
thinking and political development in
America.

Although this conference lacked
the formal authority of a union gath-
ering, such as a national convention,
nevertheless its surprising character
—and its response to political ques-
tions was surprising to everyone from
Walter Reuther down to the -ACTU
people there—is bound to have an
important effect on the coming July
convention of the UAW-CIO.

For all politically-wise cikcles in
Detroit are talking about this con-
ference: the ranks who returned by

Builds CIO Political
Machine in Toledo

RICHARD GOSSER

and large praise it highly, and the
politicians estimate it with an eye to
the national convention. The confer-
ence didn't fit into the pigeonhole
it had been assigned, after the Tru-
man victory last November. Quite the
contrary.

Readers of LABOR ACTION know
the way the pro-labor and/or third
party sentiment, shown in the dele-
gates’ responses to Robert Lynd's
speech and to George Baldanzi's ref-
erences to ‘“democratic socialism,”
marked the high point of the con-
ference. What does this signify?

In our judgment, the tempo of de-
velopments toward a labor - third
party movement is faster than first
seemed the case after the Truman vic-
tory, although still slower than ap-
peared the case in event of a Truman
defeat (as seen in everyone's pre-
November prognosis).

A brief review of political events
in the UAW and the CIO after Tru-

(ites Growing Sentiment

o

W for Political Action

man’s viclory can serve to bring us
up to date and provide us with a

sound vantage point to view the pe-

riod ahead.

Right affer November 3, Gus
Scholle, Michigan CIO president,
kissed all third party movements

goodbye, and prepared for a long and
comfortable stay in the Democratic
Party. Certainly this was popular
among the ranks, and perhaps no one
was more surprised than Scholle
when he was privately called down
by Reuther et al. for making himself
the spokesman for the UAW-CIO.
After all, even before November 3,
the Reuther political sharpshooters
knew that Governor G. Mennen Wil-
liams was not going to be their boy,
and it would be a mistake to put all
their eggs in one basket.

As a matter of fact, this fear of
taking responsibility for the course
of the Democratic Party both in
Michigan and Washington is one of
the important reasons why even the
national CIO now speaks of “keep-
ing PAC independent,” and “building
cur own political machine.”

For both the UAW-CIO and na-
tional CIO leaders have fewer illu-
sions, in our opinion, about the pos-
sibility of realizing a “Fair Deal” than
the ranks, many of whom are taking
Truman at his word. In 1945-46-47-
48, the CIO top leaders have had
their fingers burned many times by
Harry Truman, and while they pub-
licly make no mention of the past, it
rancors in their memory.

Only this week, President Truman
announced his “improvements to the

Wagner Act.” Wha.t are._they? The
cooling off - period -and faet - finding

_boards, which President Murray - of

the CIO denounced on December 4,
1945, over a nation-wide radio broad-
cast, after Truman recommended
them fo Congress.

Fact-finding boards? A rather sen-
sitive point in Reuther circles. Re-
member when President Truman's
fact-finding board first cut down the
GM strike demands from 30 cenis
to 18% cents, and then the Truman
administration let GM ignore them,
and President Truman permitted a
steel price increase and broke the
principle for which the UAW was
fighting?

BUILD POLITICAL FENCES

Another important aspect of the
idea of “building' our own political
machine” comes from the realization
that the union movement could have
done more. More exactly, an impetus
toward participation and voice in pol-
ities was inevitable after November,
for the class power shown then built
up a badly needed self-confidence;

A concrete ilhistration, of some
importance. Perhaps the unhappiest
man over his personal misfortunes
last November, -next to Thomas Dew-
ey, was George Edwards, the UAW’s
ambitious front on the politi¢al scene.
If he had only taken a chance, like
Humphrey of Minnesota, he would
now be in the Senate! But, like a good
Reuther man, he played it safe and
now he is sorry.

Nevertheless, the time has come,
and Edwards is geing to run for

(Continued on page 2)

day, added the information
that a State Department group
was working on the details of
a plan to implement Point 4.
The next day at his own

press conference, Truman dem-
onstrated on a globé of the world be-
hind his desk. Pointing te the outlines
of Asia and Africa, he informed the
correspondents that the idea of Point
4 had been in his mind ever since the

launching of the Truman Doctrine

and the Marshall Plan in 1947.

© Well, what is the idea of Point 47
" Unless there is a lot of smoke with
no fire, it is a plan for the selzure by
Washington of all the richest and
loosest investment market areas of
the world, in particular the areas
hitherto dominated by the Wastern
European capitalist countries, who are
now to be supplanted by the new
imperialist super-giant of the world,
United States finance capital.

Seizure? That may sound as if the
marines will be landing, Nothing of
the sort, of course; such crude re-
soris may come some time latei; not
to begin with. The imperialism of ik
United States does not work that way.
It has a more persuasive weapon—
economic wealth and power such as
the Western European countries can-
not compete with,

The keynote of the Truman Plan
for the American Century is sounded
in a sober, figure-studded article in
the authoritative magazine of Ameri-
can business, Business Week, for Jan-
uary 29, on the “real meaning” of
Point 4. It starts off: .

“The United States plans to do for
world trade in this century what
Britain did in the nineteenth—with a
big difference in aim and technique.”

Truman won’{ have the specific pro-
gram worked out for another six
months, it says, but “the essence of
the ‘Truman Plan' seems clear
enough: Pump into the world's under-
developed areas an investment of one
anda half billion to two billion dollars
a year in publi¢ loans and private
money. This is definitely not a short-

(Coniinued on page 3)

Coal Bosses Flout Safety Laws

Get Injunction from Supreme Court Voiding Anti-Fire Statutes

By GERRY McDERMOTT

WEST VIRGINIA, January 27—Strik-
ing miners in West Virginia have been
hit with a state injunction directly
affecting their lives and safety. The
injunction, issued by the West Vir-
ginia Supreme Court, prevents the
State Mines Department from enfore-
ing the existing state safety laws. The
cold blooded mine operators want to
avoid the safety laws so as to make
a few pennies more profit.

The dispute arose over the question
of “firebosses.” Firebosses are mine
safety inspectors. They are responsi-
ble for inspecting mines before each
shift, testing for gas, unsafe roof, dust,
and the thousand and one other haz-
.ards that lurk in mines. Under exist-
ing agreements, firebosses are sup-
posed to be members of the union.

The operators, however, have been
appointing foremen to act as fire-
bosses. The foreman, of course, is an
agent of the company. Further, his
job depends on getting maximum pro-
duction—on being a coal-hog. There-

fore, he is liable to order men to
work under hazardous conditions in
order to get out a few more tons per
shift.

Recently, rank and file miners in
the MeDowell and Morgantown areas
struck to get enforcement of the state

law and existing agreements. Under
pressure of this- militant action, the

head of the State Mines Department
put out a ruling that foremen could
not be firebosses, and that other as-
pects of fireboss laws be enforced.
The operators still refused to obey,
and the strikes continued. Then the
operators went to the Supreme Court
and got an injunction setting aside
the laws.

Thus the courts, which are always
accusing labor of violating “law and
order,” have given the operators per-
mission to ignore the law. The courts
apparently don't care how much
workers blood is spilled on the na-
tion's coal, and the operators surely
don't care. -

As is so often the case, the miners

face a political dispute here. Their
fight—a, fight for their very lives and
limbs—is with the government even
more than with the operators. And
the government in West Virginia is a

. Democratic administration that labor

itself worked hard to elect! Already,
working men elected to office on the
Democratic ticket are. getting the

“cold shoulder” from the professional

democratic office holders. It is time
for the unions to form their own labor
party to see that safety laws, among
other things, are passed and enforced

‘to the letter. In the meantime, lets

make the Democrats come through
with some of their promises to help
labor.

Even before that, however, the
safety threat must be met. The in-
junction stops the State Mines Depart-
ment from enforcing the law, but it
doesn’t stop the miners from enfore-
ing. If every pit in the state would
join those now on strike, the safety
laws would be inspected. A union fire-
boss on every shift in every mine!
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mayor of Detroit next fall! Labor’s

- 'political power and future look good

endugh for- the cautious Edwards to
take a chance! In prepara.tion for
that event, the UAW is building its
palitical fences in wards and pre-
cincts and gettmg ready for a cam-

. paign that will make the Franken-

stéen-for-mayor fight look like the
kind of amateur affair it really was.

In our judgment, the conduct and
results of the coming Detroit mayor-
alty campaign will be important in
influencing the whole labor -third
party development. A victory for
Edwards will be interpreted as a tri-
umph for the UAW-CIO, and his de-
feat as a blow at the union. No mat-
ter what kind of a campaign Edwards
puts on—and it is highly likely that
he'll try to play down the class angle
—the capitalist press will insist on
making it a class issue.

Of course, the kind of campaign the
UAW puts on will depend on the
actions of the active unionists. Their
:sentiment at present was reflected at
the Milwaukee conference.

Although Edwards would like per-
‘somally to run as a Democrat, for he
is 'a‘member of that party, the pres-
ent incumbent, Van Antwerp, is much
more likely to get the backing of
' the Democratic Party machine be-
cause he was elected by it, while the
UAW backed ex-Mayor Edward Jei-
feries, a Republican.

Two years ago, at the Wayne Coun-
ty CIO convention, various proposals

were made to have George Edwards,

run’for mayor on a labor ticket. Or
at least as an independent, backed

_ by labor (the Detroit elections are

“non-partisan). This idea was sneered
on as “impractical,”
liberal vote,” and other stale argu-
ments were used.

Yes, the political consmousneﬁs of
the UAW has increased cohsiderably
since that convention. It's political
self-confidence is higher. George Ed-
wards is going to take a chance.

" GOSSER’S SUCCESS \

" Within a4 few weeks, the tactic of
“capturing” the Democratic Party will
be put to a severe test. The state con-

. vention will show ‘whether or not the

UAW succeeded. We doubt it very
much. Furthermore, we think that
the recent “order” from top UAW
teaders to their followers “not o take
a job with the Democratic machine,”
is as much . a recognition of the fail-

. ure-of this tactic as it is a step in the
direction 'of independent political ac-:

#ion.

It’'s almost ironical, and certainly
amusing, that down in Toledo, Dick
Gosser’s bailiwick, the UAW Hhas
succeeded in building a political ma-
zhine and in establishing a working
coalition with the AFL which not
anly elected Thomas Burke, Local 12,
UAW-CIOQ, to Congress, but also cre-
ated a permanent labor political force.
‘This. force knows it can win by its
aswn power, while in Detroit, where
all the “smart” Reutherites figure
»ut the policy, the UAW is just be-
ginning along these lines!

There is one thing Dick Gosser
seems to understand better than the
many Reutherites. To have power

. you've got to build a machine. He

built one in the UAW-CIO and he
built one in polities. The purpose of
said machines is not to put friends
in office but to exercize power in la-
bor’s interest and to control your
own destinies.

'TEMPO GAINS SPEED
We doubt if the Toledo UAW-CIO
.spent one-fourth as much time, money

“or energy behind Thomas Burke as
.+Jid Detroil’s 'East Side locals in get-

“dividing the

ting Louis Rabaut back in Congress.
And for what? So that Rabaut will

fight for laber’s ideas, program and

policies? No one cver made that claim
for him. “He votes right on many is-
sues,” was what the UAW said. But
why should the UAW spend thou-
sands_of dollars to put a man into
Congress to do a job that any child
sould do, namely, vote once in a
while?

Especially since the UAW won the
election by its hard work, its terrific
nrganization, its exenditure of funds.
in retrospect this ‘seems incredible,
but the UAW man who did the job
»f directing the election campaign on
Detroit's East Side has twice the
qualifications and ability—in addition
1o being a working man!—as Rabaut.
The UAW man, Ed Carey, goes to
Lansing as a state representative,
‘where he becomes “assistant floor
leader of thee Democratic caucus,”
while in Washington, where the UAW
needs its own spokesman in Congress,
Walter Reuther’s lobbyists have to
run around putting pressure on the

“men the UAW elected three months

ago?

These ideas are percolating more
and more in the UAW-CIO. For ten
years the UAW militants spent mosl
of their time building political power
within the union because they under-
gtood control of the machinery was
necessary if you “wanted to do things
your way.” The virtual collapse of
{he anti-Reuther faction signifies the
ond of that kind of epoch. Now the
period: has arrived where the central
job is bailding political power in gov-
ernment “to get things done our way.’
Ffrom November’s taste of power to
building labor's political machine, to
{ransferring the experiences and les-
wons of the faction fights of the old
days into political struggles of tomor-

row—that is the UAW's problem to-

day. Far more union activists under-
stand that than most people thought.
The Milwaukee conferéence indicates

The tempo toward a labor -third
party movement, retarded seriously
in November, from a short-term point
of view, already gains speed.

OHIO NOTES:

By JOE CLARK

ZLEVELAND—A new organization i
ge known as the Federal mpioyees
Defense Commitiee was organzea
«ast week in Cleveland and New Yurk.
One of the prinecipal organizers was
Sertram A. Washingion, who 15 asu
Jresident of the Cleveland brancn ue
«he National Alliance of Postal Wors-
<rs, a score of whose members iave
discharge on grounds of disloyaicy.

fhe new organization charges umav
fresident Truman's loyalty oraer rc-
verses the American concept or jus-
¢ice, and the United States Court or
the District of Columbia will be asked
10 declare the order unconstitutional.
Government workers throughout the
nation will be asked to Join 1m une
movement.

In a statement announcing the Sor-
salation of the committee, B, A, wasn-
ington disclosed that a New Yorg
law firm headed by O. J. Rogge, a
former assistant U. 8. Attorney Gen-
eral, had been retained to iile tne
suit. Under the order, the ¥BI has

Injunction Use Unsettled - -

(Continued from page 1)

Democrats get together, they will be
able to put “teeth” into the labor
bill. In this case, the President will
get what he wants without taking re-
sponsibility for it—a meat trick!

1f the administration bill were to
become law, there would be an end
of some of the more obnoxious pro-
visions of T-H. The administration
bill would- abolish the ban on the
closed shop and the regulation of the
union shop, non-Communist affidavits
for union officers, restrictions on un-
ion welfare and retirement funds, the
limitation on- union political ‘activi-
ties, the ban on unionization of fore-
men and the ban on strikes by gov-
erhment workers. Needless to say,
there will be heated discussion around
these points.

Retained in the administration bill
is the ban .on secondary boycotis.
which would impair labor’s effective-
ness, and also the ban. on jurisdic-
tional strikes. In both these instances
the power of court injunctionn would
remain in the National Labnr Rela-
tions Board. .

The Republicans will try to extend
the hearings in the Senate Labor
Committee beyond February 10. _If
the Democrats maintain their solid
bloc, their opponents will not be able
to hold up the bill. However, once the
bill ‘gets 1o the floor of the Senate,
the sparks will ly and there will be
plenty of delay.

FILIBUSTER FIGHT

In the Senate Rules Commitiee,
discussions proceed. on changing the
right 'of filibuster. This is preliminary
to tackling the President’s civil rights
program. The Republicans seem to
have taken the- lead, strange as this
may seem. They approve cloture on
a two-thirds vote. Some Republicans
came out for a simple majority vote,
but this idea didn't get too far with
the Republicans as a whole, who are
evidently irying to ride two horses.

They are being very militant to
change the rules, with an eye on the
Negro vote for 1950. On the other
hand, on some issues they will have
to rely on a coalition with the South-
ern Democrats, as for instance on
labor legislation. The Southerners
consider the Republican resolution
calling for cloture on a two-thirds

vote as not too distasteful—a two-
thirds vote is a big vote to get for
closing debate.

To show how “reasonable” they are,
the Southern Senators have expressed
their willingness to go along with
a change in rules to protect issues
of national security and foreign re-
lations from the {filibuster, but they
want the opportunity to kill civil
rights legislation. -

.

HOUSING AND RENTS

Action is under way on housing and
rent control. A procedure has been
agreed upon between Senate and
House leaders. The House commitiec
is to go ahead with the legislation
to extend rent controls while the
Seniate committee will take up gen-
eral housing legislation. This should
expedite matters.

On the issue of general housing
there are now three bills up for con-
siderdtion:" the administration bill
calling for 1,050,000 new units in sev-
en years; the Republican bill intro-
ducéd in the Senate providing for
600,000 new units in six years; and

“another Republican bill introduced
in the House fixing the number of
new units at 800,000 in six years.
.Most people have a fuzzy idea of
what a “unit” is. Is it an apartment
house? Is it any house, apartment or
private? A unit, be it known, is the
living quarters for one family, namely
one single apartment or one single
private huuse

With the populatlon of the coun-
try at around 143,000,000 two years
ago, and the number of families at
around 35,000,000 in 1940, the gener-
ous administration provision for
1,060,000 - new units in seven years
won't go very far to solve the hous-
ing shortage; 800,000 units in six years
will make less difference; and 600,000
in six years will be indeed a tiny
drop in the bucket. Thus government
aid to housing doesn’t look too prom-
ising at its best—and private enter-
prise has very little to worry aboul
on this score,

L ]

LEGALIZED TAPPING

. A law that must be dragged from
the small-ilem department of ihe
news and given full publicity, is the
one asked. for by Attorney General

Clark. He wishes to legalize wire-
tapping and to pgrmit evidence so
procured to be used in courti hearings.

This attempt to rob an individual
of his privaey will be fought by the
labor, liberal and socialist movements.
Labor leaders are slaied to appear al
the hearings to oppose Clark’s bill.

Ten years ago another attorney
general, Cummings, recommended o
bill authorizing wiretapping under
certain circumstances—and supposed-
ly with certain safeguards to personal
rights. This bill failed to become a
law only because Congress adjourned
before the Senate could act on amend-
ments desired by the House. Today,
with the red spy rings to justify ev-
ery infringement of personal liberty,
the opposition must speak up and
speak loud to prevent. the Clark bill
from becoming law.

New "Organ'ization Contests
Government Loyalty Purge

checked the loyalty of more than
2,000,000 federal workers, and 1ne
probing is still going on. Six hundred
and nineteen persons have resigned
auring the check-ups and 4,758 cases
nave been turned over to the Civil
zervice Commission for its decisions,

“This case has nothing to do with
<communism,” said Rogge, in a pre-
pared news release. “TI'he sole issue
15 the failurs of the government, in 11s
earch for disloyal employees, to pru-
vide adequate safeguards for the in-
dividuals against malicious gossip, ra-

- cral and religious prejudice and anon-

smous informants. The order aenies
the accused the right to confront nis
accuser and examine the witnesses
against him. 1t deprives governinent
employees of their constitutional
rights of free speech, {ree assemoly,
free thought and free association. it
zives the attorney general extraor-
dinary and dangerous power 10 deciae
without benefit of judicial process or
review, what organiaztions are suo-
versive and theretfore a political sin 1w
soin. It makes past membership in or-
ganizations which were perfectly le-
gal at the time pupishable by dismis-
sal.”

washington, in his statement, sata
fie felt confident that Federal workers
m other cities would join the new
sommittee. He revealed that the com-
.mittee’s legal action would also chal-
enge Attorney General Tom Clark's

authority under the presidential oraer
to brand certain organizations as sup-
versive. In compiling his list, publi-
cized about a year ago, Clark actea
~without due process of law,” a con-
stitutional guarantee, Washingion
mnaintained.

Twenty-nine postal workers here

are Jacing charges and 28 of them
have been given hearmgs. One of the

28, H. E. Early, has been suspended.
His lawyer has filed an appeal with
Jgesse M. Donaldson, the Postmaster
General, but pending the appeal Early
15 off the payroll. He has seven chil-
dren and is looking for anotner job.

party.

These are:

States and Our Next Tasks.

City 1, N. Y.

WORKERS PARTY BULLETIN

‘Three more issues of the Workers Party Bulletin are
now out, containing documents and discussion articles in
preparation for the coming national convention of ‘the

No. 7: Draft resolution on the Situation in the United

No. 8: Statement of Ernest Erber giving his reasons for
resignation. (Reply by Max Shachtman to follow.)

No. 9: Amendments to International Resolution, by L.
Shields ; Mass Work, by W. Barton; Discussion by Jim Sifa-
kis; Organize the Unemployed, by Robert Frost; Imperial-
ist Struggle for World Domination, by E. R. McKinney.

As announced in LABOR ACTION before, the first five
of these convention discussion bulletins are also avallable. '
Bulletins are fifteen cents each, or you can subseribe to all
(beginning with No. 1) at $1.50 for ten issues. Order di-
rectly from Workers Party, 4 Court Square, Long Island

Socialist Policy
In Indonesia -

Editor:

Trotsky's theory of permanent. rev-
olution as applied to semi- colonial
countries has proved false in many
respects, as testified by the latest WP
draft resolution on the international
question. In Egypt, India, China, etc,,
national sovereignty has been attained
-ufider the leadership of the bourgeoi-
sle' (or at least through a bourgeois-

' peasant coalition). At the same time
a‘ complete bourgeois or -democratic
" revolution has not occurred, the land
" problem has not been solved, ete: This

'h:js ‘been caused more by the break-
up and decay of the British and
French colonial empires than by the

" strength of the indigenous capitalist

class. But this has only been the cdse

' in  the large semi-colonies. Up until
" now, as far as I know, no COLONIAL

country has attained its independence
under .the leadership of -the bour-
geoisie. .

Now Jack Brad’'s arlicle (on Tan- .

malaka) sows illusions in this respect.
On the one hand he says that the re-
publican :forces are dedicated to the

fight for national independence, and .

he cites constitutional clauses to us,
while on the other hand he says, and
rightly so, that “the greatest danger
is of compromise, that sections of the
Republican leadership will seek to
come to agreement-with the Dutch.”
But-hasn’t this already happened? It
was the “Renville truce” which gave
the . Stalinists -théir-"opportunity -to
revolt. The Republican . government
was losing its popular support, by its.
failure to instituiz a revolutionary
policy; by its wvacillating, . compro-
mising character.

.Here, it seems to me, we have the
classical example of the impotence
of the colomal bourgeoisie. William
Barton states, in the December 27 is-
sue of LA (page 2) that “Many ob-
servers believe that the Republican
armies could have driven the Dutch
of’i the islands if the original fighting
had continued.” He goes on to say
that the Republican Ileaders were

" ‘ORDER YOUR BOOKS
THROUGH LABOR ACTION
BOOK SERVICE,

4 Court Square
Long Island Cliy 1, N. V.

~ class struggle 'within
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tricked by the “iypical chicanery” of
their own leaders, as anyone would
sispect IN ADVANCE who knew the
“typical” character of the colonial
bourgeoisie!

Again, in the Januavy 10 issue of
‘LA, we hear that “the backbone of
the Republic (that is, after their com-
plete annihilation by the Dutch) has
stsré'igh'tene'd_up and nowhere is com-
promise spoken of seriously.” In-
stead of putting ramrods in the back-
bone of the Republican bourgeoisie,
LA should be warning the workers
and. peasants of Indonesia that the
flabbiness of this backbone is direcily
proportional to the size of its purse.

What meaning can we attach then
10 Brad's statement (LA, Jan. 17, pg.
4) that “the strategy (?) of class in-
dependence must be developed i:} a
democratic manner, with utmost loy-
alty (?). to the Republic.” This is
nothing less than an invitation for
the workers and peasants of Indone-
sia (and Tanmalaka?) to keep the
legal (demo-
cratic). bounds. The Republican gov-
ernment with its social-democratic
caretakers is hindering the struggle
for national independence! The work-
ers must attempt 1o sweep these
compromisers away and take the de-

fense of the Republic out of their
hands despite the fine phrases in
their constitution. Class independence
is not a strategical question. For the
colonial working class, the strategical
question is when and in what way
they shall materially aid the bour-
geoisie, and when, the time has come
for a break with the compromisers.
That time-has now come. The Repub-
lican forces have been delivered of

state power by the Dutch. They have
lost a political, not a military battle.

As Brad says, “Socialists have the
special task of regrouping workers’
and agricultural laborers’ cadres in
underground leagues of struggle.” This
is correct. Let me only add that this
task must be accompanied by a fierce
ideological struggle against the bank-
rupts of the Republican government.

Robert MAGNUS
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The following article is contrib-
uted by Barry Miller of the Chicago
SYL.

*

The recent firing of five members
of the Olivet College faculty, includ-
ing Tucker P. Smith, Socialist Party,
vice - presidential candidate in the
recent elections, and Dr. Carlton
Mabbe, a 1946 Pulitzer Prize winner,
is the aftermath of a six month bat-
tle over academic freedom. That Ab-
rey Ashby, Olivet College president,
can feel free enough from interfer-
ence or unfavorable publicity to dis-
miss five leading members of the fac-
ulty without cause is proof that aca-
demic freedom at Olivet has been
buried.

Ashby, an Olivet alumnus and a
former vice-president of the National
Broadcasting Company, was appoint-
ed to the presidency of the college
last spring. Although he never had
any educational experience, he agreed
to accept this responsible position
without financial remuneration on'
the condition that he be given a free
hand to reorganize the school. Ashby
was strongly backed by his fellow
conservative alumni members who
had graduated from the school years
‘before the progressive educational
techniques were introduced into the
college. '

His first act upon assuming the
presidency was to fire in violation of
a faculty constitution and a cdntract
renewal the leading member of the
faculty, T. Barton Akeley, and his
wife, the school librarian. Studerits
immediately rallied to Akeley’s sup-
port and demanded that the admin-
istration show cause for firing the
best liked and most capable faculty
member. The new administration re-
plied with threats, intimidation and
assurances that the “anarchy” in the
school would at last come to an end.
The students organized themselves
into a “Student Action Committee”
and refused to register for the new
school term until the Akeleys' dis-
missal was investigated.

After six weeks of strikes and
demonstrations against the new ad-
ministration the students were de-
feated and demoralized, and Ashby
was firmly in control. Then in early
December his plans for the future
became more evident by a speech he

delivered in Detroit. He stated at this,

time that 90 per cent of the striking
students were of a certain “race”
from a certain American “city.”

- Bhortly -thereafter when he ‘was cor- -

nered and queried by angry students
in the Olivet church he awkwardly
tried to escape his predicament by
claiming that he had been referring
to the “human race.” However, he
was unable to account for the genetic

origin of the remaining 10 per cent,

of the striking students.

Ashby and his alumni colleagues,
with the docile submission of the
Board of Trustees, plan to remake
Olivet in the light of their own past.
The plan calls for a bigger and better
football team (just after the Akeleys
were dismissed Ashby dug down into
the shallow college treasury and
bought new scarlet uniforms for the
football team), more fraternities,
more authority, and less free expres-
sion between students and faculty.
Apparently, in addition to the ban
against ideas, another important part
of Ashby’s plans includes the exclu-
sion of students of particular “races”
from entrance into the school.

TUCKER SMITH—“SOCIALIST”

When one leafs through the obitu-
ary of liberal arts, Olivet College,
died 1948, he will return nothing but
praise for the persistent efforts of
Olivet students in defending their
own educational program against the
combined onslaught of a new. presi-
dent, the old alumni, and the Board
of Trustees. However, the observer
could not have a similar feeling for
the faculty which stood either pas-
sively by during the height of the cri-
sis or unwittingly but actively stooged
for the Ashby administration.

It is perhaps ironical that the sec-
ond group of faculty members to be
given the axe by Ashby should in-

clude Tucker Smith, a Socialist Party _

big shot and head of the tiny Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers, Local
1,000, in Olivet. One would think that
as a socialist and union leader, Smith
would take his union .out on strike
in protest against the unfair dismis-
sal of one of its members and would
then assume the responsibility of

YOUTH and
Student CORN ER

By JULIUS FALK and JACK MAXWELL

leadership of a combined student-
faculty strike against the Ashby ad-
ministration. The situation was ripe
for almost every faculty member was
behind Akeley. But a different course
seems to have been taken. Aside from
advme, in’ which they always abound
the faculty did not lift a hand to as—
sist the striking ‘students. They op=
posed striking for fear that the ad-
ministration would have cause to
close down the school (Smith agreed).
But is this argument not familiar to
a socialist and union leader?

At the height of the student strike
in late September Ashby promised the
faculty that he would submit the Ake-
ley case to arbifration and would
permit the students to register with-
out taking any punitive actions
against them. The students agreea to
these terms but then at a joint meet-
ing of the striking students and the
faculty Ashby doublecrossed them.
He announced that “no punitive ac-
tions” meant that every student would
be placed on probation subject to re-
view by him, that many of the tradi-
tional rights which students prévi-
ously possessed would be denied, that
scholarships and fellowships would
be presented on the basls of guod
conduct, etc.

One would then expect a soc;ahst
to arise and denounce this fraudulent
betrayal of both the students and the
faculty by the president and, thére-
upon possibly this time if not before
assume leadership of the strike. The

“socialist” did arise, but only to ex-
plain that this wasn't bad, that pro-

+ bation had no meaning because every-
one's on probation. The studenis’ re-
ply on the other hand was a unani-
mous rejection of the new president’s
terins and a continuation of the strike.
Even after Smith and the faculty had
an opportunity to think things over

they did not denounce or criticize the

president’s betrayal openly.

. Smith’s local of the AFT to my
knowledge never had a prineipled ex-
cuse for not striking. If it was just
a tactical question which prevernted
them from striking we would expect
them to fight the administration and
assist the students (whom they re-
peatedly patted on the backs) in an-
other way. The faculty statement sup-

porting the student demands was

very weak. They did not help in the

major effort of the student strike—

a publicity drive. Students dug into
their own pockets to pay for mimeo-
" graph ink and paper while a mote
than ample sum. could have Lome -on
Smith’s initiative from the AFT.

The failure of the faculty to strike
and the continual hesitation and
timidity displayed by Trucker Smith
is inexcusable. In October, Tucker
Smith left Olivet to travel through
the Midwest to find issues wupon
which he could wage his campaign.
For his failure to raise and fight a
local issue he can now leave Olivet
to find a new,job.

New York SYL

Announces Classes

NEW YORK SYL CLASSES

The New York units of the Social-
ist Youth League have planned three
study classes which will “begin on

January 31. There will be six weekly

sessions of each class. The classes are
as follows:
L The Principles of Leninism
Classes will be held every Monday
night beginning January 31 at T7:15
p.m. The instructor will be Hal Dra-
per, editor of America’s leading Marx-
ist magazine, The New International.
II. An Economic Analysis of
«Capitalism '
Classes will be held every Monday
night beginning January 31 :at 9:00
p:m. The instructor will be ‘Abe Kim-
bay, economist and lecturer.
III. Readings in Marxism:

This class will be orgamze.d on a

seminar basis with particular empha- -

sis on student participation, Classes
will be held every Tuesday. night at
8:30 o’clock beginning February 1)

The tuition fee will be. 25 cents for
each session and one dollar for: a se-
ries ticket to six sessions- ot one
class.

For more mformatlon ahout t.he
classes write to: Socialist Youth
League, 114 West 14th’ St., New York

11 N."Y.
L : y
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LABOR ACTION

AN EDITORIAL

1 On Southeast Asian Regi

With the end of World War II the pent-up
forces of national freedom in Asia burst the bonds
of ages to fill the political vacuum left by the
defeat of Japan and the eclipse of European
empire. In particular the weakening of the British
raj, at the time when the independence movement
had achieved great power and unity, created the
final  conditions for {fulfilling the immediate
aspirations of India, Burma and Ceylon.

‘Not all of Asia succeeded equally. In Indo-China
and Indonesia, France and Holland were restored
‘to rule by British soldiers and American lend-lease.

"In Korea, Russia and the U. S., with cynical disre-
gard for their own pledges, divided a nation with
a 2,000 year history and created a battle-ground
of conflict. In China, the U. S. and Russia waged
strategic war; the victory of Chinese Stalinism is
a victory for Russian foreign policy.

Imperialism is not yet finished in Asia. Like

a wounded beast it hits out in all directions seek-
ing to hold on to the last. Asia is not yét free, and
the remaining enslavement is a constant threat
“to the new-free nations. That hard-won indepen-
derice is threatened has been made abundantly
‘elear by the recent events in Indonesia where the
subject areas became the base for the attack on
the Republic; and in Indo-China where Loas and
Cambodia are the base for the French war against
Viet Nam. Wherever freedom has not yet been
won the imperialists rush to re-establish the old

order. .

No People Can Fight Alone

Wh]le capitalist imperialism remains a-threat,
" d new power has cast its shadow over Asia. Russm
has already exhibited its imperialist appetites in
Iran, Sinkiang, Inner Mongolia, Outer Mongolia.
It'now reaches out for China, having already, with
American aquiescence at Yalta, reestablished.its
sphere of influence as in tsarist times in Man-
churia. In addition, it acquired Southern Sakhalin
and the Kuriles in the Pacific. Russia is the only
power which emerged from the war with an en-
larged and extended empire. In the North it has
virtually taken - over the former positions of
Japan. In the South it reaches out to Iran and
the entire middle East, to Tibet and Afganistan.
The triumph of Chinese Stalinism will bring it
to the borders of India and Burma. In Indo-China
it will exert a powerful attraction over the Viet
Namese independence movement.

There will be no peace, no stability in the new
states of Asia while the world powers struggle for
mastery, The whirlpool of the inter-imperialist
struggle threatens all. Not even India can withstand
these pressures whose ultimate end will be war,
World War 11l in which Asia has no stake, no reason,
no right to fight in. Defense against European
imperialism, against the Russian menace and free- -
dom to build without hindrance on the hard won
foundations of independence, freedom from fear
of war — these are essential to national inde-
pendence.

Yet no one nation of Asida can achieve this
alone. No nation anywhere can hope to abstain
from the struggle of the giants single-handedly.
Europe already knows this. All the peoples of the
worlds are being squeezed into one or the other
of the two camps.

"The New Delhi Conference

* In Asia exists, however, particularly favorable
conditions -and particularly demanding social
_forces for the creation of a united Third Camp
of Free Colonial Peoples of South East Asia. The
opportunity is present here as nowhere else for
.an arena of liberty to be erected. By unity of all
the Asian people it would be possible to erect such
a new force, which could resist the multiple pres-
sures of both camps. Such a powerful union would
assist the struggles of the Viet Namese and Indo-
nesians in the first place. Such disinterested
assistance would be a strong guarantee against
Stalinism: One such achievement —united effort
for the freedom of these embattled people —
would at once be a warning against all inter-
national greed and create the cement of unity
itself.

The recent New Delhi Conference failed to cope
seriously with this first problem. Not inviting the
Viet Namese was a serious error. The Conference
of half the world's people need not have placed its
reliance on the UN which is the public forum of the

_inter-imperialist conflict and has proved its com-
plete futility. The Conference need not have lent
its ear so freely to British and American "advice.”
It had a mandqte from the freedom loving people
of Asia to act in Asia's defense. The Conference
marked a step backward from the efforts of the
1947 ‘Delhi non-governmental conference. Futile
resolutions, which were the sole products of this
conference, compromise the struggle rather than
aid it. The political attraction of Chinese Stalinism
will not be offset by such gestures. Yet the trepida-
tion in the Western press and chancillaries, and the
vituperation of the Stalinists at the mere calling
of this canference, indicates the profound potential
In Asian unity

There is an irony in simple national indepen-
dence. For in our present world to achieve this
-elemental right is no longer enough. In all the new
states of Asia there is an uncertainty about direc-
tion—of the future and the glimmerings of dis-
illusionment as new difficulties loom mountain
high on all sides. The European nations too find
their independence daily more onerous. The ten-
dency toward regional political and economic
.unity is a world tendency.

The plain fact is that Asiatic nationalism
reaches a dead end almost simultaneously with
the fruition of its desires. Nationalism, which
“elaims to speak for the whole nation, cannot bring
‘social peace because each Asiatic country is an
amalgam of many peoples, who, fired with this
same nationalism, seek to narrow it still further
to mean separation for their own community.
- Communal strife in India, existence of communal
- parties in Indonesia, the war of the Karens which
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is tearing Burma apart, conflicts tomorrow in
China — the artificial political units created by
imperialism tend to fall with it and to separate
into small units. The tendency is toward the self-
balkanization of Asia. Only free federalism, which
guarantees complete cultural autonomy and the
right to separation can reverse this centrifugal
tendency. Such a program must go beyond the
framework of nationalism, however, with its re-
strictive politics.

Path of Social Revolution

The common need of all South East Asia is to
supplement and strengthen freedom by a function-
ing economy which can raise the peoples’ living
conditions. Not only the heritage of imperialism
but the dead hand of traditional feudalism must
be replaced by a new, modern economy. If poverty,
disease, ignorance, superstition, illiteracy, in-
dignities in social relations, hunger and recurrent
famines, daily violences against human values—
if all these things are not eradicated, the new
freedom will prove empty.

Imperialism was everywhere the guarantee of
the continuation of feudalism. This was its ally in
maintaining its rule. The rooting out of feudalism is
the indispensable need for survival of the nations.
Unless such an effort is carried through, the peoples
will have no alternative to Stalinism. National
economic construction is not sufficient, for the
weight of these traditional economic elements of
popular oppression is encrusted with centuries.
Nothing less than social revelution will suffice.

Within national boundaries the ecreation of
modern economy suffers from a multitude of limit-
ing factors which tend in two disastrous diree-
tions: 1) dependence on the former imperialist
master or on the U. 8.; 2) strengthening of the
never fully ruptured ties between the national
capitalist and feudal classes. Capitalism in the
Western sense, has no future in Asia. Regardless
of which party rules, in none of these states can
peaceful, enduring capitalism come into being
in these days of world capitalist disintegration.

Thus, the Indian Socialist S, K. Das, writes:

“ ... arising standard of living for the peoples
of Asia can be secured only on the basis of a
socialist economy. The experience of India em-
phasizes this point, and India is the country which
has progressed most of the Asiatic countries. And
yet, India finds itself today unable to overcome
the contradiction between the low purchasing
power of the masses and production based on a
profit economy. In order to break the vicious circle,

one has to strike at the roots of the capitalist
system, introduce production for use and harness
the entire resources of the people to economic
reconstruction through planning. But who will do
that? Certainly not nationalists, who eclaim to
serve the interests of capitalists and landlords
as members of the nation.”

Toward Asian Unity

The way out of this dilemma also lies in Asian
unity. In this vast area of one billion people there
is an abundance of everything. The tin of Malaya,
the hemp and steel of India, the rice of Burma,
the oil and rubber of Indonesia, the talents of all
these countries combined, contain the possibilities
of a regional international economy organized on
a division of labor depending on local resources
and skills which could raise the peoples lives to a
modern standard. This is the awe-inspiring poten-
tial for one half of mankind. And it is the means
of guaranteeing freedom from war, imperialism
or new oppressive classes. The march toward such
a goal, could inspire tens of millions who, today
are spectators in the erection of national states.

South East Asian union or federation will not
be forged in a brief period. The first steps in such
a direction have occurred in the series of inter-
national conferences sinece 1946, The Asian Rela-
tions Organization created by the 1947 Delhi
Conference exists, though feebly. It can be revived.
This can serve as a medium for technical and
cultural exchange immediately.

The most important and basic next step is a
conference of all socialist and national revelu-
tionary parties of South East Asia to create a
unified center, to define a common program and
goal, to assist in the common struggles, to be an
example and serve a leadership.

R. Lohia, leading Indian Socialist has written:
“The third rather difficult possibility is that of
national and positive politics. That would be the
polities of steering clear of the two big powerful
combinations, the American combination and the
Russian combination, not of following a middle
course between the two but of initiating and strug-
gling for positive policies of freedom, social recon-
struction, progress and the pursuit of happiness.
On the Socialists of Asia, therefore, rests a very
heavy burden. To save Asia from the ruin of
communal politics and the ineptitude of ‘hanger-
on’ politics is the great task today.”

For all genuine socialist it is necessary to enter
the mass socialist parties where such exist, as
in India, to engage in struggle for sueh a program.

Results of Israel Elections

Are a Mandate

(Continued from page 1)

formation with both Jews and Arabs on its ticket.
Third, the aid given the Arab Stalinists by the
Mapam financed and sponsored Arab groupings
Israel. As a result of the Minister of Labor Bentov's
{(Mapam) generosity, Arab Stalinists had control
of Arab employment in the Nazareth area through
their administration of the government labor ex-
changes.

Only by the relatively late entry of Mapa1 and
Mapam, financed and sponsored  Arab groupings,
were the Stalinists prevented from capturing the
entire Arab vote. As it is, they will speak through
more than half of the Arabs sitting in the Con-
stituent Assembly.

MAPAM'S POOR SHOWING

The poor showing of the Mapam, despite the
prestige of its Palmach commandos and strong
Kibbutz (collective farm) ‘bases, reflects the un-
willingess of the Israeli masses to accept the
Mapam legend that Stalinism and Socialism are
identical.

The Mapam lost votes because it made its pro-
Russian orientation a main issue in the election
campaign. Were it not for the fact that it had a
virtual monopoly of education and political agita-
tion in many isolated communal settlements it
might not have nosed out the United Religious Blec
to become the second largest party. The Mapam
also tail-ended Russian policy in Palestine in oppos-
ing current negotiated peace efforts with Abdul-
lah. As a result, the war-weary masses of Israel
lumped the Mapam with the pro-war parties who
favor continuation of the Palestine war.
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Summary of Israel Vote

Votes  Pet. Deputies
Mapai (reformist) ....152,972 35.82 43

Mapam (centrist pro-

Stalinist . . 63,107 1477 18
Arah W orkers (Mapal ‘
sponsored) . 3,173 04+ .. 1
Arab Peoples {Mapam
sponsored .. 2,794 04 1(?)
Clerical

United Religious Bloe
(analogous to Chris- ;
tian Socialists of It-

‘aly) 52,633 12.35 15

Religious Women ........ 2,782 . 0+ (1]
Bourgeois
Progressive (“New _
Deal” moderates) ... 17,680 4,14 5
General Zionists (con-
servatives) . 22 524  5.27 7
WIZO (llhclal feml-
nists) .oooeeeens 4,700 14- 1
Gu.enbaum let v 2,488 044 0
Ultra-Nationalist
Heiruth (Irgunist) ... 49,220 11.52 14
‘Fighters (Sternist) ... 5,299 1.24 1
Revigionists ... 2,844 04 0
Stalinist
Communist Party ...... 14,9992  3.50 4
' Arabs of Nazareth :
(Stalinist dominated,
non-party) ... v 7,387 0 172 2
Communal Groupings '
Sephardim ... “ 3.51 5
Yemenites v.voviwnonnn 4,639 14 1
- V4

for Peace - -

This “defeat” of the Mapam should serve as a
lesson to all sincere militants in the Mapam that
pro-Stalinism will lead progressively to Mapam’s
isolation and destruction. Pro-Stalinism ean hard-
ly be a salable commodity among Israel’s masses
originating from Eastern Europe,

DICKER ON GOVERNMENT

Dickering about the composition of the new
government began as soon as the early returns
trickled’ in. Four variants were proposed. (1) An
all labor government based on the Mapai-Mapam,
Arab Workers Party and Arab Peoples Party
majority; (2) a broad, national coalition similar
to that of the provisional government, modified to
more accurately reflect the new relationship of
forces; (3) a coalition of the Mapai, the United
Religious Bloe, Progressive Party and Communal
Groups, excluding the Heiruth and Mapam, and
(4) a Mapai-Mapam-CP government. The last
was called for by the Mapam and the CP,

However, the decision appear to rest with the
Mapai. It is in a pivotal position. It appears to
be able to decide whether it wants to bloe with
the bourgeois center or with the Mapam. The
Mapai elements who favor a labor government
would be immeasurably strengthened if the
Mapam didn't make the adoption of a pro-Russian
orientation a cardinal demand. Unless the Mapam
loses some of its reactionary, suicidal infatuation
with Stalinist Russia, the reformist class collabo-
rationists in the Mapai will find it easy to swing
the Mapai into a bourgeois-labor coalition. Unfor-
tunately, this is the more probable variant.

The Mapai may, however, be able to wring suf-
ficient foreign policy concessions from the Mapam
to make a labor government a feasible project. Do-
mestic policy differences are relatively surmount-
able. Even if the acquiescence of the entire Mapam
could not be obtained, the Mapai could split that
party and effect @ new realignment of the socialist
movement in Israel.

An independent labor government, free of en-
tahglements with Moscow or Washington-London,
is the type of government that seems best able to
assure the peace, security and progressive char-
acter of the new Israeli state.

LEON TROTSKY'S

“THE NEW COURSE”

Get this historic essay on Russia, to-
gether with Max Shachiman’s study
- of the development of Russian totali-
tarianism.

NOW ON SALE: $1.00

(paper bound) 265 pages

Originally $1.50

Order from:

Workers Party Publications
4 Court Square
Long Island City 1, N. Y.

Council of Europe:

The unification of Western Europe is bound to come,
in some form or manner. The entire European crisis,
still growing in intensity, is foreing the still relatively
independent nations of Western Europe to unify. So
the question no longer is shall there be a United West-
ern Europe, but HOW shall Europe be united, by
WHOM shall it be unified and WHAT shall be the ob-
jeetives and purposes of this unification?

With the announced formation of a "Council of Eu-
rope" by the five powers who have signed the Brussels
military defense pact, the problem is again presented to
us, but now with a force and acuteness as never before.
Cautious as the first steps have been, the ice has been
broken, a principle of "unity" has been laid down and
additional steps are now inevitable. The above questions,
then, are now living realities and any revolutionary
movement must plunge into this stream and try to chart
its own course.

First, precisely what steps have been taken as of
now? Britain, France, Belgium, Holland and Luxem-
burg have declared their intention of forming a coun-
cil, composed of two bodies. A “ministerial committee”
composed of government ministers will meet in secret
to take decisions. A public “consultative committee,”
elected by participating countries as they choose, will
have only advisory powers. Other Western European
nations will be invited to join, and the seat of the Coun-
cil of Europe will be in the famous Alsace-Rhine city
of Strasbourg.

NOT AN ISOLATED DEVELOPMENT

Even by the most conservative standards, these pro-
posals are cautious and limited. In reality, a consulta-
tive and advisory body is proposed and, in terms of
bourgeois law and formalism, no surrender of soveregin
rights and powers by the individual nations is implied.
The precise functions and powers of the council have
not even been clarified and remain to be worked out.
Thus, still passing judgment purely in terms of accept-
ed formalities and so-called international law, we are
presented with a cautious step forward on the road to

a European unification of the type dreamed of by such

liberals as Count Sforza and other parliamentarians.
But it is too easy to be deceived by such formalities. The
proposal is far different in its real content.

To begin with, it takes place at a moment when
European economic recovery has advanced to a point
where a bloc of the nations involved would have a spe-
cific meaning in terms of power, both economic and
military. The worst of the economic collapse has been
overcome’ and Western Europe is again a going con-
cern, by comparison with the end of the war, capable
of some independent action as a power bloc. The fact
that umty has not advanced any further than outlined
above is primarliy due to differences between France
and the British Labor government as to how unity
shall take place and who shall be its leader and spokes-
man,

Furthermore, one must understand the situation in
which the Council concept is put forward. It is far from
an isolated development. It is an intimate part of the
forthcoming North Atantic military security pact and
cannot be separated from this proposed American alli-
ance for a common military front against Russia. In an-
other sense, the Council of Europe is a development of
the Marshall Plan, which foresaw first the economic res-
toration of Western Europe, then its remilitarization with
American help, and finally its actual transformation into
a solid and powerful bulwark against Russian advance
and for war with Russia. Step by step, this American
strategy has been advancing, with many overlapping
parts to it, of course.

We must thus see this new move as a part of the
entire international picture. In Europe, at any rate,
Stalinism is on the defensive and in considerable re-
treat. Russia forms its Eastern European economic al-
liance, as America (by remote c¢ontrol) advances its
Western European alliance. Stalin proposes new peace
talks and Truman proposes a “world fair deal.” But
the real direction is toward a deepening of both the
world and European split between the two power camps.
In this sense, we cannot be deceived by the formal ap-
pearance of this new step toward European unity, a re-
sult much desired by socialists, since this appearance

is far overshadowed by its content in terms of power
and imperialist politics.

SOCIALIST VIEW OF EUROPEAN UNITY

But this judgment does not cover anything. Slogans
and formations for the unity of Europe have long been
familiar. Equally familiar has been the socialist analy-
sis of these slogans (particularly when advanced by
Churchill and, recently, the Pope) and their counteér-
proposal for the socialist unification of Europe, under
revolutionary governments. Till now, both conceptions
—bourgeois and socialist—have been abstractions. Now
the bourgeois concept of unity begins to take on reality!
The question is not before every socialist in Europe:
how shall he respond? Shall he limit himself to'ana-
lysing and condemning, more or less in the same terms
that we have, the Council of Europe? Shall he continue
in the tradition of an unconditional rejection, based on
long hostility, of the unity slogan when advanced by
his enemies? Shall he, likewise, maintain his t.raditiongl
silence before this slogan because the Stalinist move-
ments of Western Europe, directed by Moscow, have
directed with considerable success a campaign of con-
stant abust against the unity idea? And, finally, shall
he continue his abstract answer of a “Soclallst Europe”
even when confronted by what will be the undoubtedly
growing reality of a bourgeois united Western Europe?

It is clear that we would consider such an approach
as wrong, limited and fatal, from the viewpoint of at-
tempting to win influence. Worst of all, it would give
the bourgeois leaders of the Western unity idea  the
ideologic leadership over what is undoubtedly a -wide-
spread and popular demand in Europej it would per-
mit them to run off with the ball almost at will, Now
is the moment for Europe’s revolutionary soc:a_hsts to
consider, concretely and specifically, the idea advancéd
to them by the Workers Party—namely, that they shall
become the popular champions of the idea that Western
Europe must form a democratic federation, popularly
2lected, and brought about by labor and social democratlc
governments.

In a word, socialists must counterpose—in spceiﬁc
and realistic terms—THEIR conception of a “Council, of
Europe” to the bureaucratic, manufactured-from-dbove,
power and military-dominated Council of Europe which
the reactionary politicians wish to impose upon the pes-
ple. This cannot be the empty abstraction of a "Secial-
ist Europe,” any more than it can be the reactionaty
bloc proposed by the Big Five of Western Europe: It must
be something new, worked out by the anti-Stalinist se-
cialists of Western Europe who are by far best equipped
to give this :oncephon both scope and realism.

For example, it is proposed that the new "Councﬁ”
shall consist of government-appointed representatiyes
who shall meet in secret, ete. To condemn this is not
only easy, but not enough. Let us propose a democrati-
cally-elected Western European Constituent Assembly,
composed of representatives from all participating na—
tions on a population basis, who shall publiely draw up
a constitution for the new Western European Federa-
tion. This same thing must be worked out for all politi-
cal, social and economic aspects of the new uhity. The
real question is: shall the coming European Union be
a power instrument in the hands of reactionary forces
who, by transmission, shall force it ‘to operate 'for
America; or shall it be a people’s union, in the mterests
of peace and social progress?

There must be a struggle organized around this, and
only Europe’s socialists ean do it., Stalinism cannot, be- ~
cause it desires the disunion and disintegration of West—
ern Europe; its campaign can be purely negative and
thus reactionary. Again, circumstances have arisen’ to
give the real socialists of Europe a splendid opportunity
for political propaganda and activity. They canhot
complain of a lack of opportunities. We hope they shall
take advantage of this newest chance and-use it:to
their own interésts. They ecan agam establish ‘contaet -
with progressive masses who are gmng in their diree-
tion. But they must begin now, today, in their press dnd
propaganda.

Henry J UDD

(The above column is contributed as part of the
discussion on Western Union, opened in LABOR "AC-
TION several weeks ago with the publication of a reso-
lution on Western Union drafted by the Polltlcal C(‘.lm-
mittee of the WP,

Truman's Ambitious Plan - -

(Continued from page 1) "

term proposition; it looks ahead
through the ’50s to the '60s and '70s.”

rica),

(what's left of them—mainly in Af-

described in unemeotional business
terms (as Business Week does, in its
own way) or it can be described in
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Loans and investments—sounds like
a pure-and-simple business proposi-
tion! At bottom, of course, that is what
imperialism in all its forms is—a busi-
ness proposition. We will see shortly
where the big stick comes in on this
particular business proposition,

The investment program is bound
io be big, if Point 4 is to have a
shadow of reality. Rough estimates of
needs for capital in the “underdevel-

- oped areas” add up to at least 30 bil-

lion dollars for the next decade or so
—compare this with the figure for the
original Marshall Plan of 17 billion
dollars. Of the 30 billion, 8 billion are
estimated for Latin America, 6 billion
for Africa, 10 billion for Southeast
Asia. The latter two areas constitute
the chunk of the globe which Truman
laid his hand on in his press-confer-
ence remarks.

This ought to be compared also
with the figures for U..S. investment
in 1947, just to get an idea of their
size. In that year U. S. companies and
individuals made direct investments
abroad of a record $666 million (that
was “million,” not “billion”). Of this
455 million 1vas for peiroleum devel-
opment in Latin America and ‘the
Middle East.

Besides U. S. private investment
capital, the grandiose program—based,
savs Business Week, on ‘“the belief
that U. S. capital—like British capital
in the nineteenth,century—must act
as the generating force behind the ex-
pansion of world industry and trade”
—calls for a correspondingly ambi-
tious program of loans. Here the pro-
gram, according to reports, looks for-
ward to a special role .for:the World
Bank and the Export-Import Bank.
There are already World Bank expe-
ditionary - forces ' casing the joint in
India, Turkey, Colombia and Peru,
and talking to London officials about

doing a job on the British colonies:

GUARANTEED PROFIT

The World Bank is looking to lend-
ing at the rate of about $500 million
a year. The Export-Import Bank has
$900 million for the purpose, now go-
ing out at loan at the rate of $300
million a year.

“However, Export-Import may take
on a new function—the guarantee of.
private investments . . . encouraging
equity capital to go into Latin-Amer-
ica, and Southeast Asia ... it would
operate on a world-wide basis, take
over ECA’s convertibility guarantee
for investments in Marshall Plan
countries.” (Business Week.)

The guarantee here referred to is
a guarantee that invested capital
PLUS A 100 PER CENT PROFIT
OVER A 12-YEAR PERIOD will be
convertible into dollars in case of ex-
change restrictions. But this is not
the only guarantee for private invest-
ors which is contemplated: the rest
is guarantees against war loss or
LOSS OF CAPITAL BY EXPROPRI-
ATION.

“The insurance against expropria-
tion would probably please U, S. com-
panies most of all. With the goveérn-
ment committed to paying the bill,
they expect better diplomatic protec-
tion for their whole operaiton abroad.
This is where a new international
charter for investments (or bilateral
treaties) would come in.”

‘WORLD EMPIRE

In another place, Business Week
says: “Treaties guaranteeing ~fair
treatment of U. S. capital would be
needed to supplement this guarantee.”
Any one of these “underdeveloped
countries” which might get ideas
about running its OWN economic life
would have to deal, not merely with
a private investor out fo turn a profit
on a horse trade, but with Truman
and Acheson—and (just in case) Gen-
eral Bradley.

The picture which.appears can ve :

more political terms—the drive: of
American capitalism to dominate the
world by the power of the  dollar
backed up by the atomic bomb.

Either way, it adds up to the same
thing. The sun never set on the Brit-
ish Empire—as long as it lasted. The
sun will never set on the American
greenback, Truman hopes.

Ain't It a Plfy’
Workers Won't Retld
"Employee" Papers

“The advertising manager of a very
large, very old company, which for
the first time is planning. to puhblish
an employees’ magazine received'
rather disillusioning report. from the
editor of a company publmalmn whxch
is distributed to employes at the
plant.

“ ‘Immediately after the dlstr;bu-
tion,” he admitted, ‘the gut’cers are
filled with copies of the paper’

“This doesn’t mean that the em-
ploye publication refer red to is worth-
less—but it at least suggests that the
answer fo industrial relations prob-
lems hasn't ‘necessarily. been. found
once a decision has been made to issue
an employe magazine or newspaper.

“Actually, of course, it is poor tech-
nigque to distribute copies.of a house
publication at the plant. For one
thing, union stewards, as a matter of
principle, tend to pmh -poch anything
issued by the company and to discour-
age its circulation. In addition, the
wives and families of employes are
an important part of the readership,
and hence to reach them as well as
those on the payroll, the publication
should be mailed to home addrésses,
where it will undoubtedly get much

more- attention and interest.”—From

“Footnotes” by G. D. Crain, Jr, in

Advert;smﬁ Age, January 3, 194%
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AN EXAMINATION OF THE CHINA CP AND ITS OBJECTIVES

Are the

By JACK BRAD

Are the Chinese Stalinists different?
The very question is one of the more
cruel hoaxes of our time, yet many
-people honestly believe that somehow
the CP of China is not like other Sta-
linist parties.

‘We refer doubters to excerpts from
the: tragic letter of the Chinese Trot-
skyists' printed elsewhere in this is-
sue; This letter tells more about the
Communist Party than scores of vol-
umes by innocent and not so innocent
apologists.

We are not referring here to the
economic or political program of the
Chinese CP, but only to its internal
regime, to its attitude toward fac-
tions, relationship between members
and leaders, freedom of internal ex-
pression — those organizational char-
acteristics which determine whether
or not a party is democratic, whether
its sets its own policies or is subser-
vient to alien powers.

Thus Harold Isaacs in his book,
The Tragedy of the Chinese Revolu-
tion, indicates that such was the case
as long ago as the Great Revolution
of 1925-27, through its Russian ad-
visers, Borodin and Bluecher. The
Russian mission had greater author-
ity than the leaders of the party. In

his novel, Man's Fate, André Mal-
raux’s hero does not go to Chen Du-
hsien or the otheér party leaders to
get a reversal of policy; he travels
1500 miles to Hankow to see Borodin.
It was the Stalin-Zinoviev majority in

" the Russian CP which, through its
control of the Comintern, ordered
those policies which resulted in the
disastrous blood bath of 1927.

STALIN’S INSTRUMENTS

It was as an answer to Trotsky's
* _ criticism of this policy that Li Li-san
was ordered into the terrible adven-
ture of the Canton Commune, where
the militants followed orders, hearts
heavy with foreboding of certain de-
feat. Then -Stalin pointed to the
_ bloody flasco as an example of Trot-
skyist policy and used it as a polemi-
cal weapon in the Russian party. Li
TLi-san, who today is Stalin's agent in
Manchuria, was denounced as a Trot-
skyist and recalled to Moscow.

Isaacs describes Li's ousting in re-
vealing words: “A letter arriving
from Moscow on November 16 (1930)
ordered open warfare against him
(Li Li-san) in' the party. Under the
personal supervision of MIF (Com-
intern agent to.the Chinese CP—J.B.)
Li Li-san was brusquely deposed—the
young men so abruptly enthroned as
“leaders” of the Communist Party
(replacing Li—J.B.) had all been stu-
dents in Moscow during the years of
revolution and had won. their spurs
conducting witch-hunts against Trot-
skyist sympathizers among the stu-
dents at Sun Yat-sen University—
these docile young men became the
undisputed leaders of the party. Other
leaders of the party won the right to
remain in its ranks only by degrading
themselves, by making the self-deny-
ing recantations.”

Chow En-lai, Li's right-hand man,
denounced himself: “I call upon the
whole party to condemn my mis-
takes.” Li himself became ‘recon-
structed” and recanted in Moscow.
This ignoble spectacle was the turn-
ing point in the Stalinization of the
Chinese CP. After 1930 the new lead-
ership, which owed its elevation to
Moscow and had no independent sta-
ture “in' the Chinese struggle, became
the instrument for enforcing every
twist of Stalinist policy in the weak-
ened party.

When in 1935 the Comintern held
its seventh world congress in Moscow
and the program of the so-called
“third period” was reversed to one
of “Popular Frontism,” the Chinese
party leadership skidded to a halt
and reversed itself also. The leader-
ship of 1930 was removed peremp-
torily, denounced as adventuristic
and capitulationist.

All this was done without a party
congress. From 1921 to 1928 the party
held six congresses. Between 1928 and
1945 there were no conventions. These
were the years of Stalinization. Dur-
ing this period two complete changes
of leadership and program occurred.

The decision of the seventh world
congress was part of the reorienta-
tion of Russian foreign policy to meet
the threat created by the rise of Hit-
ler. The Chinese party, not yet re-
covered from the butchery of Chiang,
was ordered to make peace with him.
Mao Tze-tung, the new leader, made
his offer of peace to the Kuomintang
and the bourgeoisie. The party even
abandoned its agrarian program, as
Mao declared: “We have already

- adopted a decision.not to confiscate
land of the rich peasants. As for ac-
tive. anti-Japanese officers and 'big
‘landowners, we can state that their
estates are nof subject to confisca-
tion.”

The fact:that the peasants did not
sanction or desire this lenient policy
made little difference. Nym Wales, a
pro - Stalinist publicist, records the
conversation of a CP leader on the
change: “The people all liked the So-
viet better—the landlords will per-
haps like the new democracy better,
but there are few landlords here to
enjoy it. The people won't let' the
landlords vote, In general, however,
the people give up to the Soviets eas-
ily. They trust the leadership of the
CP to do what is right for them.”
[(Inside Red China, page 214.)

When in 1945 the Russians marched
into Manchuria and stripped electric
dynamos, mines pumps, arsenal ma-
chines and tools, rolling stock, mate-
riel and supply dumps, the CP of
China made no protest whatsoever.
There is a rumor, which has had wide
circulation, that Mao did not like the
Russian policy. But the Russians
brought' with them -into Manchuria
a -ready-made leadership, Moscow-
trained. These student from the Sta-
lin school came as “Red” Army men,
although they were Chinese. Their
leader was none other than the com-
pletely renevated Li Li-san, who
was immediately placed in the lead-
ership of the party and made liaison
man between the party and the Rus-
sian army. He retains this strategic
post still today.

All China was torn with demon-
strations against continued Russian
occupation and the looting of Man-
churia. The CP could no longer re-
main totally silent, though it tried.
Finally, Li made a statement: “I want
to tell you that the Chinese Com-
munist is a patriot first and no mat-
ter who interferes with the rights of
China he will certainly be opposed
to them.”

After this fine beginning, Li stated
the attitude of the CP toward Rus-
sian’ looting: “Buf I feel that the
movement of machinery is not the
important problem at all. Of course
the Soviet Union moved some ma-
chinery but not a large amount com-
pared to its war losses.” This remark-
able condoning of the looiing was
part of official Russian propaganda.
They too claimed that what they took
was but meager recompense for war
losses. Apparently it did not occur to
Li, the Chinese patriot, to point out
that Russia had been at war with Ja-
pan exactly two weeks and its losses
in those final days before surrender
were small indeed, relative to its per-
. manent acquisitions via the Yalta
Pact, whereas China too had been in
the war. For 15 years she had been

under Japanese atfack and a claim
might well be made for her losses.

Both before and since the war,
Russia has been busy with its own
dismemberment of China. Before the
war she had already established con-
trol over Inner Mongolia and Quter
Mongolia. During the war she set up
the puppet East Turkestan Republic.
The spoils of Yalta gave her the main
ports of Manchuria, Dairen and Har-
bin, control of the railroad system;
and since then a stranglehold on the
entire economy of this most indus-
trialized area in -all China. Russia is
now engaged in a deal to take control
of all Sinkiang, the largest province
in China. To all of these things the
CP has answered with the assurance
that the greatest threat was Amer-
ican imperialism. By not so much as
a whisper have these “patriots” pro-
tested the dismemberment of their
country.

THE MAO CULT

‘There may very well have been
differences of opinion over Russian
policy in the Chinese CP leadership.
There is no way of knowing. All opin-
ions except the official one are kept
in the Central Commitiee, carefully

shielded from the world as well as-

from the CP members. Factions are
forbidden, all decisions are handed
down as finished. A monolithic front
is maintained before the membership
and the world.

The cult of Mao Tze-tung is, in its
own primitive fashiom, as assiduous-
ly cultivated as is the Leader cult
elsewhere. The entire history of the
party has been rewritten to heighten
the achievements of Mao. All previ-
ous leaderships are damned and de-
nounced, all have either been ex-
pelled, exiled or have recanted. In the
literature of the party, phrases of
obeisance to the superiority of Mao
are always carefully included. As
Anna Louise ' Strong, Stalinist publi-
cist, puts it so well in her revealing
essay, ‘“The Thought of Mao Tze-
tung”: “Since the leadership of Mao
Tze-tung developed, the Chinese
Communists do not consider that they
have made any profound mistakes.”

Since 1928 purges have been com-

mon. Under the jargon-slogan “criti-
cism and self-criticism,” the leader-
ships have conducted struggles
against “opportunism of the right”
and “adventurism—Trotskyism of the
left.” In addition, nests of “capitula-
tionists,” “dogmatists,” counter revo-
lutionists of many hues, have all been
exposed and treated according to
their desserts. The pattern and. se-
quence of thegse purges has paralleled
that of the Russian party. In the early
thirties, Social-Democrats were every-
where in alliance with Trotskyists, of
course, and both were alleged to be
‘in alliance with Chiang. Earlier, in
1928, Trotskyists were hounded. Dur-
.ing the Moscow Trials, Trotskyists
were again uncovered, this time as
allies of Japan since Chiang was now
part of the “anti-imperialist front.”

GPU POWER

Since 1929, Communist China has
not been a party but a state. It has
existed as a distinct state power with
an army and political organs. Since
the founding of the Chinese “Soviets”
in the South, there has existed a spe-
cial GPU or political police. The first
head of the Chinese GPU was Teng
Fo.

The first mention of a special GPU
departraent occurs in 1931 when such

a division was regularly established
as, oné of the ten government depart-
metns. Already by the end of that
year the GPU was busy earning its
place, for we read in Bela Kun's Fun-
damental Law of the Chinese Soviets
(p. 10) “at that time we already knew
that the counter revelution had their
central organization in our midst.
Thereupon the State Political Depart-
ment (GPU) [this parenthesis is in
the original—J.B.] exposed several re-
organizationalists. . . . This conspiracy
was completely exposed . . . a purge
of alien elements commenced in the
party. In Hua Nang region, for in-
stance, more than a hundred politi-
‘cally alien persons were expelled
from the party.”

Later, in July 1931, the GPU again
proved its vigilance: “Lately we have
discovered an organization of Trot-
skyists. From their depositions we
learned that the Trotskyisis united
with the Social Democrats . . . when
we began to detect the organizations
of the SDP we likewise called atten-
tion to other reactionary political
groups.”

Again in 1931 a GPU official re-
ports: “We pay very great attention to
confessions made by counter-revolu-
tionaries, to their voluntary repent-
ing. The Kiangsi Provincial govern-
ment has issued regulations about ad-
mission of guilt, with sincere confes-
sions and a truthful description' of
the .organization and its plans being
recognized as mitigating circumstan-
ces.” (Quoted by Dallin from Sovety
v. Kitaye, p. 270-271.)

The passion for confessions and de-
nunciation described above can be
best understood by recalling that 1931
witnessed the first Moscow Trials of
engineers and Social Democrats
where the pattern of confession so
widely used in the later trials was
first employed.

Edgar Snow refers :rrequently to
the Chinese GPU or Cheka in Red
Star Over China, as does Nym Wales
in. her book Inside Red China. Nym
Wales describes in some detail her
relations to the GPU in 1936 in
Yenan. Her object is to make it out
as a friendly, protective force, and no
doubt it was to her. It never seems
to occur to her to wonder why such
an institution should exist at all in
the barren half-dessert of Upper
Shensin. Nor does she think to ques-
tion accusations by the GPU of Trot-
skyism, counter-revolution and the
rest of the Stalinist calendar of
crimes. IR e,

DIRECTION OF STATE

In the few lines from our Shanghai
friends, quoted elsewhere in this is-
sue, it is clear that the regime of po-
litical denunciation and terror con-
tinues to be a part of Chinese Stalin-
ism to this day. Like its counterparts
everywhere, it roots out and physic-
ally exterminates its political enemies.
To give this the name of “democracy”
is a brand of cynicism that is common
enough these days, when all values
are distorted.

The claim is not made here that the

Stalinists are organizing a totalitarian
police state in China at one full blow.
The very backwardness of the coun-
try mitigates against its easy achieve-
ment. A police state based on a ubiqui-
tous bureaucracy requires a measure
of modernization and material sur-
pluses which are not yet at hand. BUT
THIS IS THE DIRECTION OF CHI-
NESE STALINISM. And in propor-
-tion' as it does establish these very
essential physical conditions—which
under other conditions would be the
guarantor of greater freedom and a
better living standard—under Stalin-
ism these material increases are pre-
cisely those instruments by which the
police state is built. That is why
those who are satisfled to point only
to material progress serve to obscure
the ‘Stalinist inversion of the usual so-
cial process,

We do. not mean here to discuss
speculations about Titoist tendencies.
There are such tendencies in Chinese
Stalinism and its peculiar relationship
to the economy of the country. The
point is that Tito's party is no less
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monolithic, no less authoritarian, no
less characterized by political terror-
ism and leader worship than the Rus-'
sian--or the Chinese party.

MONOPOLY OF POWER

The Chinese Communist Party is
aiming at a monopoly Gf political
power. All compromises with coali-
tions, with propertied classes in city
and village will' not aller this basic
fact. They will permit the city bour-

geoisie 1o retain their factories '‘and .

mercantile establishments (provided
they do not encroach on big industry
and big commerce which will be na-
{ionalized). But they will not permit
them to organize political parties to
represent these interests. They will
support the village ;tukhoa (kulak),
but at the same time insist that he
accept the party as his sole political
defender.

They will form unions and workers
will be forced to join, but any party
that arises to speak for the workers
outside of officially created organiza-
tions will be dealt with as counter-
revolutionary. ,Without political or-
ganizatmn and power to parallel and
insure economic interests the com-
promises and coalitions with other
classes are expedients depending on
the good-will or exigencies of the rul-
ing party.

In effect, the CP is establishing a
sort of new “era of tutelage.” It is
strange that many people who de-
nounce Chiang's fraudulent “tutelage”
for the despotism it is, accept the
same trappings by the CP, as good
coin. That Chiang's autocracy is feu-
dal, while the Stalinist’s is anti-feudal
is true; but that it is any the less
despotic for this difference is not the
case. In the current lexicon of politi-
cal terms Stalinist economy is con-
noted as a “special form,” or as
Henry Wallace would say, it is “eco-
nomic democracy.”

There is no denying the transcend-
ant importance of the abolition of
feudalism, which will re-distribute
wealth and increase the peasant's
livelihood initially. (This will be con-
siderably less true.for workers in the
cities.) However, like every class so-
ciety and every totalitarianism, Chi-
nese Stalinism™will have its crises,
which will be resolved in the only
way open to a state with a monopoly
of political power—at the expense of
the people, through the imposition of
great agonies and distress on whole
masses, through the death and en-
slavement of ‘millions," and finally
through part1c1pat10n in imperialist
war which in ’t—urn will destroy much
of the econormd gain.

The rising bureaueracy, precisely as
economic advances are made, will
tend to inhibit rather than release the
unlimited energies and ingenuities of
the people. It will distort the econ-
omy to the needs of Russian foreign

inese Stalinists Different?

policy. It will pay its tithe to the
Russian master economically and po-
litically. These are not guesses or
speculations for they have occurred

elsewhere under similar circumstan-

ces. They are part of the history of
the Chinese CP. Where there is no
political democracy there is no bar-
rier to such developments.

Political democracy means the right
to determine economic policy, in the
first instance. Criticism and disagree-
ment, are the profound sources of
inspiration to a people’s ingenuity.
These are essential ingredients to the
construction of modern economy, for
they are essential to the modern men-
tality. Without freedom, economic e~
construction is a burden imposed
from above. This is the path of Chi-
nese CP.

Dear Editor:

will not be/favorable tous. : .27 -

A Letter From Shanghai

I write with deepest gratitude for your regularly sending us The
New International and the LABOR ACTION being received for some
time, but I regret to say that as the civil war of China today has |
widespread rapidly and the Chinese “Reds’” spearheads have thrust .
onto the point only ‘30 miles:north-to Nanking, capital of China, very. .
soon Nanking and :Shafighai :will ‘be underthe reign of them by their
siniple military force, o that the sxtuatlon of China in the next permd

According to the recent/: announcement of a pro-CP newspaper in
Hongkong, it was stated that the CP will purge out the Chinese Trot-
skyists from all fionts, ete. Furthermore I was told by a Communist
here that the Trotskylsts “would be serlqus],y punished as soon as they
took over Shanghai. Basing ourselves on- our: knowledge, it is clear
that the CP will kéep its ‘word after its triumph.

We are now ready to take all’ poss:ble means to prevent such bad
consequences from befalling us-if we ‘are careless. At the same time
we beg you to stop immediately sending us The New International
and the LABOR ACTION for safety sake:

Many thanks for your paying kind attention and with best regards.

Yours sincerely
(signed) C. M.

By WILLIAM BARTON

Last Friday morning, January 28,
the publishers of the New York Star
announced that they were putting out
their last issue. According to their
announcement, the successor to PM
was still losing money, circulation was
not increasing enough. So ended the
last paragraph of a chapter in Amer-
ican journalism, a story compounded
of fascinating details, frequent turns
and many lessons for those interested
in improving newspaper content and
approach.

The plans for- PM began in the late
thirties. The design was to print a
very striking tabloid, using all the
latest journalistic technigues, to pre-
sent a “liberal” slant and improve the
daily reading material of those ac-
customed to buying papers like the
sensationalist New York Daily News
(Patterson) or New - York: Mirror
(Hearst): The tone. was to be folksy
but sophisticated, racy hut not wvul-
gar.

The people involved in ‘the plan-
ning, including those ready to become
part of the incipient staff, were a
loose assoriment of individuals who
were part of the informal “Popular
Front” grouping that was typical of
that period. Naturally, the Stalinists
were very prominent among them.
The master mind of the project was
former Luce (Time, Life, Fortune)
associate, Ralph Ingersoll, The finan-
cial backing came from -Marshall
Field.

A most conspicuous symbol of the
newness of the idea was that the pa-
per was to take no paid advertising
—thereby making it more possible
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that policies would not be 'adjusted’.
to the wishes of the powerful pur-
chasers of adve'rti'sing space. - Rt

POLITICAL SNAGS

The first'issue was published" in the:
early summer of 1940. The prospectus
stated that it was against anyohe whio
“pushed people around.” Within a
short time the paper had dchieved
a reputation and circulation all over
the country despite its glaring short-
comings as a newspaper, It was what
many people claimed they had long
waited for. Its audacious muckraking
did not pull punches. Its format, its
many photographs, its breezy features-
were - very attractive. Instead of ac-
cepting advertisements, it published
lists of the best buys. Its staff of jour-
nalists, many ‘very young, signed all
articles. It was particularly favorable
in its labor coverage, somiething not
typical of American newspapers.. 1t
combined its modernism in-technique
and knowledge with an old-fashioned
crusading spirit that infected con-
tributors like famed humorist Frank
Sullivan, who -becarmhe a.man inter-
ested ‘in- “causes” -inst'ead' of mere
laughs.

But, - being a highly pohtica!fzed
newspaper. it became early involved
in the political snags that were to
mark much of its history. By the
time of the first issue, the ‘Stalinists
on. the staff (and among its readers
and backers) were on the outs with
the liberals. This was the time of the
Stalin-Hitler Pact, when the CP was
mostly anti-British. Ingersoll and the
directing staff were, on the contrary,
the most pro-British representatives
of the American press in the early
days of the war. In fact, the editorials
and many of the articles' became hys-
terical in denunciations- of all those
who differed with the policy of all-
out allegiance to the Allied camp.
The break with the Stalinists, sim-
mering from -the wvery beginning,

- reached its active culmination in ‘the

firing of Stalinoid labor “editor Leo
Huberman, " against .the wishes ' of
much of the staff.

The loss of possible Sta.lmist read-
ers was allayed by the German inva-
sion of Russia. Ingersoll's hysterical
pro-Allied editorials now had a. much
wider appeal. With the entrance of
the U. S. into the war, the paper be-
came super-patriotic, though still oc-
casionally critical of some of the di-
rectors of political and economic life.
The pro-labor identification still had
some validity, but this became in-
creasingly muddier with the wild at-
tacks ‘on John L.- Lewis.. More and
more during the war years it assumed
a . greater resemblance to a Stalinist
fellow traveler sheet.

The loss of control by advertisers
may have given the staff some inde-
pendence, but the power of Ingerscll
was also something to contend with.
The man who created PM was also the
person who, very early in the game,
antagonized many of its potential
supporters by editing it as his per-
sonal organ. When he left for the
war, the quality -of the paper im-
proved considerably, but the political -
line was still so violently patriotic
and pro-Roosevelt that the easy at-
mosphere of the first months could
not be recreated. Many original pur-
chasers stopped buying what they
considered the fellow traveler's ver-
sion of a Hearst paper. Circulation
increased, but it was not among the
type of people who could form a

steady center of influence for fur-' -

ther extension. The Sunday supple:
ment was syndicated and distribiuted

nationally, but Field's -money "wis

still necessary to keep'it gbmg.
CRUM TAKES OVER . -

st

Ingérsoll returned: frorft ‘the’ afmy sl

now anti-British and. pro - Russian,
Again at- the helm, ‘he steered the .

newspaper - even’ morg-in -a fellow- -

traveling direction.” The' muckraking -
had become heckling instead of fresh
clarification. Readers began to look
elsewhere to find ideas on how to stop
those who *“pushed people around.” -
The newspaper had little zest, the
readers less. It was living on Field's
financial transfusions alone.” When
this angel decided that he had had
enough, and insisted that advertising
be accepted, Ingersoll stepped out.

PM moved out of the Stalinist orbit,
but it had little support left else-
where

Last year Field decided to call qults
on the whole thing. Just before pub-
lication was about to be terminated,
lawyer Bartley Crum stepped in and
bought .it. With the help of former
New York Herald Tribune  foreign
desk chief. Joseph Barnes, he hoped
to revive the publication by making
it something more akin to orthodox
Jjournalism, .changing the name to the
New York Star. (The Star, incident-
ally, was the only. New York paper
which supported Truman.) But, even
though some new features were add-
ed, like cartoons by. Bill Mauldin, it
never got going. Few new readers
were added, as the paper had little
news value and counld offer littl¢ com-
petition as a “liberal” publication . to
the afternoon New York Post. Last
week's decision to end publication
may have been sudden, but it was
not- illogical.

The history of PM reveals the po-
tentialities of an independent, alive
newspaper. The people who are eager
to receive one, and the newspaper-

men willing to work on one, are suf-

ficient. It cannot compete with the
specific appeal of the regularly estab-
lished press. It must have something’
else  (in addition to being a good
newspaper, which neither PM nor
the Star ever isucceeded in becoming),
That cannot be the personal, hyster-
ical opinions of one man or the po-

litical line of the Communist Party. )

LABOR DAILY NEEDED

There is a body of people that can
put out and sell such a paper. It is
the organized labor: movement, The
typographers for several years have
championed the idea and offered theéir
cooperation. There are enough mem-
bers of tHe American Newspaper
Guild, . employed and unemployed,
ready and willing to provide an edi-
torial staff. Many unions ang. local
councils  already .igsue  excellent
weeklies and monthlies: When the
Philadelphia Record suspended pub-
lication last year, the former staff
members put out a weekly for sev-
eral months, and-there was commnion
talk of establ:shmg a permanent
daily.

Several daily newapapets can be
successfully published and sold by
the organized labor movement in, at
least, few cities. The timidity of the
labor leadership 'on this score is
amazing. Even in Britain, with a:La-~
bor Government, there are few daily
labor papers. There is no conceivable

.‘reason for this. In the United States,
,the membership of trade wunions

shou!d agitate right now for the es-
tablishment of such papers wherever .
feasible, _

The _h_ns{ory of PM, insofar as-con-

cerns the possibilities of an indepen-

dent, aggressive paper, shows that it
can be done. And the labor move-
ment is strong enough to accomplish
this without rich angels, without one-
man institution of policy and without
following the CP line,
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