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The sinking of 
the · General 
Belgrano and 
HMS Sheffield, 
followed by ma
jor sea and air 
battles, mark a 
decisive new stage 
in the develop
ment of the war 
over the :Falk
lands. 

By Ted 
' Grant 

The conflict so far has 
taken place on the sea and 
in the air, but this is un
doubtediy a preparation for 
a British invasion of the 
Falklands. 

Argentina and Britain 
have raised the question of 
the war with the United Na
tions Secretary General, but 
this is mainly manoeuvring , 
with each side attempting to 
put the responsibility for 
the conflict onto the other's 
shoulders. But in addition 
there has been pressure ·on 
the Thatcher government 
by the Labour leaders to 
take their case to the United 
Nations for a 'peaceful, 
negotiated' solution . 

The United Nations is in
capable of solving this 
bloody conflict. The Iran 
Iraq war has gone on for 
more than 18 months with 
the slaughter of tens or hun
drds of thousands. 

During the last th~ee 
decades since the end of the 
Second World War, there 
has only been 17 days of 
peace. 40 million dead are a 
grim monument to the im
potence of the United Na
tions to solve basic pro
blems. 

The United Nations will 
only solve secondary pro
blems, not involving the 
major powers, where there 
can be _agreement among 
the members of the Security 
Council, especial!~· its most 
powerful members, France, 
Britain, China and the 
super powers, USSR and 
USA, all of whom have a 
veto. When one of the five 
powers with a veto 
disagrees, the United Na
tions is paralysed. In the 

Marines on the Flight Deck of Hermes prepare 
for a Falklands invasion 

conflict so far, China and 
Russia have equivocally 
supported Argentina, while 
France and USA have sup
ported Britain. 

The attempt at a com
promise by the Secretary 
General has already been re
jected by Argentina. The 
Junta took military action 
to gain possession of the 
Falklands, because of the 
fear of revolution. 

Junta murdered 
thousands 

Withdrawal of troops 
without 'sovereignty,' ie. 
guaranteed control of the 
Falklands, would mean· an 
upheaval. Mass demonstra
tions would overthrow the 
Junta within hours of such 
a climbdown. 

The Junta miscalculated 
the reaction of British 
capitalism to the invasion, 

but they see no alternative 
but to fight with a slender 
hope of victory. They seem 
prepared to risk the air
force, the navy and the ar
my in a desperate war. 

They are not in the least 
concerned about the lives 
and conditions of the 
worker-conscripts. After 
all, the Junta have 
murdered tens of thousands 
of workers and imprisoned 
as many in concentration 
camps, to defend the rule of 
landed and industrial 
capital in Argentina. 

The workers and soldi~rs 
are pawns in the i-nterests of 
Argentine big business 
which the dictatorship was 
set up to defend. They have 
squeezed the workers 
unbearably and brought 
Argentina to the abyss of 
mass unemployment, 
economic crisis and 
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Health workers fight 
poverty wages 

"Tell the Tories they can 
stuff the 40Jo where the 
nurses stuff the 
enemas". This was the 
message Tory MP 
Michael Colvin received 
from angry health ser
vice workers during a 
demonstration and 
picket of the Golden 
Jubilee at Horsam 
Hospital, Bristol. 

100 or so COHSE 
members, including both 
nursing staff and ancillary 
workers took part in the 
protest against the 40Jo of-

fer. Wage s lips were 
presented as e\'idence of 
poverty wages. £47 for a 3rd 
year student nurse, £59 for 
a qualified staff nurse . 

By NHS worker 
Bristol 

Colvin replied "how do 
you expect me to comment 
on 2 wage slips?" A host of 
hands went up , many of 
them earning less than £57 a 
week . 

One woman then com
mented "what about your 
£13,000 a year?". Colvin 
made no reply, except to say 
that the Tories had done . 
more for health service 
workers than any other 
government. At this 
e verybody burst ou; 
laughine, . 

·Morale was high with 
workers showing their will
ingness to fight for a better 
pay deal, this demonstra
tion was only the begining, 
with the staff now working 
to rule and determined t~ 
win 120Jo. 
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runaway inflation. 

manoeuvring in the United 
Nations to put the respon
sibility of war on their 
adversary. It seems that an 
outright bloody battle on 
the Falkland Islands is in
evitable. In reality, war has 
already started. 

the unemployed and are 
waging economic war on 
the working class by reduc
ing their standard of living. It was the bankruptq of 

capitalism and military 
p_olice rule which brought 
Argentina to the brink of 
revol·ution. Tlte Junta 
prefers a desperate war with 
even a small possibility of 
victory, to a climbdown 
which would threaten the 
collape of the regime and 
even tire possiblity of the 
end of capitalism. 

The hypocrisy and 
disgusting conceit of the 
ruling class in their talk of 
'honour' and 'freedom ' is 
nauseating. They are in
terested at home and 
abroad in their power, 
privilege, prestige and 
above all their profits. War 
is the continuation of 
politics by other means, and 
diplomacy is the continua
tion of war by other means. 

They preside indifferently 
over 3 million officially 
unemployed and the worst 
economic crisis for fifty 
years. They are not 
prepared to wage war 
against those things. Their 
interests are not those of the 
workers, or the soldiers and 
sailors whom they regard ·as 
pawns to increase · their 
power, privilege, profit and 
prestige. 

The war is being conducted using the most sophisticated radar, missile and com
munications systems, both sea and air-borne 

Stripped of the veneer of 
claims of ' honour and 
sovereignty', the naked in
terests of power, privilege, 
profit and prestige stand 
out as the real aims of the 
Argentine Junta. That is 
why the Argentine, British 
and international working 
class have nothing to gain 
from an Argentine victory. 

Most of the Latin 
American countries are to 
one degree or another sup
porting Argentina · with 
'Latin American solidarity' . 
At the same time the EEC, 
the Commonwealth coun
tries, Japan and the United 
States have been supporting 
Britain because of the 
NATO treaty, and the 
general inter-imperialist 
solidarity. 

They are not interested in 
the Falkland Islanders any 
more than they are in
terested in the health, 
wealth and conditions of 
the working class at home. 
What they are really in
terested in is their prestige, 
and a large share in the 
potential profits of the oil, 
fish and minerals in the 
Falklands area. 

They are waging war on 
the home front against the 
working class by taking 
away many of their trade 
union rights with the Tebbit 
Bill. They have cut the 
meagre standard of living of 

They have blundered into 
an unnecessary war. They 
had a tender regard only a 
few weeks ago for the Junta 
who restored ' law and order 
in Argentina.' They have no 
genuine interest in the 
Falklanders or the Argen
tine, British or any other 
workers. 

They wage war in the in
terests of their class. The 
war that should be waged, 
against unemployment , bad 
housing, bad conditions, 
bad wages, they are not 
capable of waging because 
of the economic interests of 
their class. 

The ruling class in reality 
is not at all interested in a 
war against dictatorship 
and fascism. They are prop-

ping up numerous similar low wages-all in the 
dictatorships in Asia, defence of the economic 
Africa and Latin America; system. 
and they would jus( as easi- How can the Tories ever 
ly prop up Galtieri or some be trusted to represent 
other dictator in Argentina. workers' interests in Argen-

They would only regard tina, the Falklands or in 
the fall of the Galtieri Junta Britain, in peace or in war? 
as a regrettable consequence The working class has no 
of the defence of their own other interests apart from 
interests . Workers can those of the workers in Bri-
never trust in the home or tain, Argentina and 
foreign policy of the elsewhere. 
representatives of big The Labour leaders, in 
business. effect, have been working in 

In the collective interests a semi-coalition with the 
of the capitalist class the Thatcher government on 
Tories are prepared . to re- the ·question of war with 
quisition ships and other Argentina. This class col-
supplies with, of course , a laboration must be ended 
luscious guaranteed profit and a General Election 
to their owners. In fought on home and foreign 
peacetime they look with policy. 
complacency on the suffer- If clear socialist policies 
ing of youth , men , women were put , the Government 
and children, on the could be brought down and 
massive dole queues and on a Labour government 

pledged to socialist policies 
brought into power. A 
Labour government pledg
ed to such socialist policies 
would be the biggest blow 
to the Argentine Junta . 

They could appeal to the 
Argentine workers and 
soldiers to bring down the 
Junta and organise a 
Socialist Federation with 
the Falkland Islanders, with 
full autonomy for them. A 
socialist federation of Bri
tain , Argentina and the 
Falklands could then bring 
enormous benefits to the 
peoples of both countries. 

In -the war again s t 
unemployment and poverty 
and during the present war 
in the South Atlantic, the 
main theme of Labour's 
policy must be ' No Trust in 
the Tory Government! Br
ing back Labour to power 
on a Socialist Programme.' The main imperialist 

powers jointly exploit the 
economies of the ex
colonial countries, and do 
not wish to break ranks 
with British capitalism over 
this issue and so they have 
all taken some measures of 
economic boycott against 

Labour must demand general election 
. Argentina. However, they 

are all grumbling behind the 
scenes and thinking of their 
own economic interests. 

The escalation of the 
naval and air conflicts mark 
a new and bloodier stage in 
the war and may be the 
issue that is used by the 
main capitalist powers to 
distance themselves, diplo
matically from Britain , even 
though serious conflict was 
always explicit in the 
despatching of the Fleet , 
something which they sup
ported. 

Pym, Thatcher and the 
other Tory ministers pio usly 
declaim that 'democracy,' 
' freedom ,' ' honour,' and 
'Argentine aggression' are 
the reasons for their stand. 
They have assembled a 
mighty task force equipped 
with all the most modern 
techno logica ll y so phi st i

cated equipment fo r sea, air 
and land forces . 

Like Argentina they are 

E 1·~--;',"''"'l'C':;."~ 
6: ·Tw·"'o""ty ... ~p.,e.-42 destroyers, 

sister ships of the Shef field . 
being fitted out in 

Portsmouth 

Demo against 
Pakistani 

dictatorship 
A successful 
demonstration 
against a visit to 
Nottingham by 
Pakistan's am-
bassador to London, 
Arshad Ali, was 
organised by the 

Committee for a 
Democratic and 
Non-Aligned 
Pakistan. 

The demonstration was 
attended by some 200 peo
ple . Among the o rganisers 
who played a prommenr 
role were Hasan Bokhari, 

Akram Dhreja (both trade 
unionists and political ex
iles), M Ri asat from th e 
La bo ur Part y in Not
tingham , and M Bashir the 
Secretary o f the Pakistan 
Peoples Party. The slogans 

included " Down with th e 
military junta·!" "American 
Imperiali s t s o ut of 
Pakistan! " "Free all 
politi c al pri so n ers in 
Pakistan". 

The ambassador arrived· 

in a large limousine, bu t 
turn ed back a t th e sight of 
the demonst rators. After 
ringing h is hosts, he finall y 
made his way to the recep
tion. 

Thi s was t h e fi r st 
demonstrat ion o f its sort in 
No t tin gham , an d t h e 
Pakistan i communit y in 

· No ttingham showed its 
hatred o f the murderer and 
to rturer Zia in Pakistan . 

There are 35,000 poli tical 
pri so ners in P a kista n . 
Political and trade union 
activities are suppressed. 

The end to the dictator
ship must be linked to the 
overthrow of capitalism and 
landlordism in Pakistan. 

The demonstration show
ed the potential for organis
ing opposition to the Zia 
dictatorship in Britain 

among the Pak istan com
munity . 

Labour Party and LPYS 
b ra n c h es s h o uld send 
resolu tions to the NEC ask
ing for a campaign to be 
mounted against the d ic
tatorsh ip. of Zia, and con
dem n the support of the 
Thatcher government for 
Zia. Labour cannot turn a 
blind eye to repression in 
Pakistan. 

Ali Khan 
(Nottingham East 

LPYS and a 
member. of the 

Committee for a 
Democratic and 

Non-Aligned 
Pakistan) 



Labour Party members working hard 
, up and down the country to secure 
victory for Labour in the May 6·1ocal 
elections will be infuriated by the acts 
of some right wingers. 

Roy Grantham, general 
secretary of the white collar 
union APEX has called for 
a coalition with the 
SDP / Liberal Alliance if 
there is a hung parliament 
in the next general election. 

At the union 's conference 
in April, Grantham even 
suggested that the Liberal 
leader David Steel should be 
at the head of that coali
tion! 

But Labour Party 
rri·embers will remember 
what the Lib-Lab pact. of 
1976-78 achieved for 
Labour's c r edibility, 
alongside the failed policies 
of the right wing Callaghan 
government, in the 1979 
election. And how can 
Labour tie itself to a party 
which on their pa st 
record-Liberals and ex
Labour right wingers 
alike-have supported cut
backs in workers' living 
standards, and · has now 
given support to the anti
union Tebbit Bill? A coali
tion would spell disaster for 
the labour movement. 

· Grantham says the need 
to get Britain moving again 
is greater than "the foibles 
of politicians". But while 
Grantham is prepared for 
coalition with these 
capitalist parties, he offers 
no· olive branches to the left 
of the Labour Party. At 
conference he went on to at
tack Militant supporters 
and Tony Benn . 

Grantham called Militant 
supporters "unrepentant 
and undisciplined" . Mili
tant supporters have a pro
ud record within the move
ment and have nothing to 
'repent', and the label of 
'undisciplined' is hypocrisy 

By Bob 
Wade 

and an insult (see Gentre 
page feature). 

Militant supporters in the 
Labour Party are busy can
vassing and winning sup
port for Labour candidates 
in the council elections, 
many of whom are right 
wingers . Militant sup
porters and Young 
Socialists accept the 
democracy of the labour 
movement and will fight to 
return all Labour can
didates who were 
democratically selected to 
stand at the various bodies . 

Yet Grantham remains 
silent over the position 
taken by Labour MP ·s-ob 
Mellish and former GLC 
Labour leader Sir Reginald 
Goodwin in Bermondsey, 
south London. These have 
actually given backing to 
candidates standing against 
the official Labour Party 
candidates, because they 
don't agree with the policies 
supported by the official 
candidat es! Imagine th,e 
frenzied out cry there would 
be from Grantham and 
other right wingers-as well 
as their frie nds in the Tory 
press-if left wingers broke 
with the discipline of the 
labour movement in such a 
way. 

At best the right wmg 
show only wafer-thi n loyal
ty to the party and at worst, 
open betrayal. Ordinary 
party members will not 
forget these figures when, in 
a few weeks time, these 
same right wingers call for 
the expulsion of Marxists. 
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Hello there! Mrs Thatcher makes a personal appearance at the London May day march, joining up with the London LPYS . Nearly 
3,000 joined the march to Victoria Park in East London for the May day festivities . However, elsewhere May day rallies were not 
so humourous-in Ramsgate a rally at the Labour Hall was attacked by fascists who hurled a smoke bomb. Photo : Militant. 

YOPster at work- soon 
youth will be forced on these 
schemes by the Tories. 

ies plan industrial conscription 
The Tory govern
ment seem set on 
their reactionary at
tempt to conscript 
unemployed youth 
onto the new Youth 
Training Schemes. 

They are saying if the 
unemployed refuse to go on 
these schemes their sup
plementary benefit will be 
forfeited-so much for 
Tebbit 's c laim these 
schemes will be 'voluntary'! 

Trade unionists are 
becomin g increasingly 
angry with the conditions 
faced by youth presently on 
YOPs schemes, the way the 
bosses are using them as 
cheap labour and to break 
up union organisation. The 
Wales TUC last week pass
ed a resolution from the 
construction workers 

union, UCATT, calling for 
a return to traditional ap
prenticeships rather than 
the MSC schemes. 

If the Tories do go ahead 
with cutting supplementary 
benefit, the TUC have said 
they will refuse to co
operate with the Tories, and 
there will be grow ing 
pressure on th e TUC to 
withdraw from the Man
power Services Commission 
altogether. 

The Tories can be forced 
to retreat on this. It now ap
pears that they may shelve 
their original plans to pay 
youth on these new schemes 
a pittance of £15 a week. 
The Financial Times (May 
l) report ed that government 
ministers had accepted that 
the trainees be paid £28 in 
line (after inflation) with 
YOPs pay. 

The FT described this as a 

'breakthrough for the 
MSC' who have argued for 
this . But this is also in no 
small way a victory for the 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists and their YOPs 
Trainee Union Rights Cam
paign. 

While the MSC may have 
presented the statistics and 
argument s for an increased 
payment, there can be no 
doubt that YTURC's suc
cess in the increasing 
unionisation of YOPsters 
and the mobilisation of 
3,000 YOPsters in the 
February lobby of Parlia
ment, helped concentrate 
the Tories' mind on the 
matter! 

But £28 is still a pittance! 
The LPYS and YTURC will 
continue it s campaign until 
all YOPsters have union 
rights and rates of pay with 
a guaranteed job. 

Nazi mole in the SDP 200 at Benn ward meeting 
The Liberal and Social 
Democratic Alliance have 
discovered another Nazi 
within their ranks. 

Their official candidate 
for Rylands ward in 
Croydon, Joe Short, turned 
out to be a former student 
organiser for the National 
Front, a member of the Na
tional Democratic Freedom 
Movement and is now a 
member of the new fascist 
grouping, the British Na
tional Party, (made up of 
Tyndall's New National 
Front and a section the 
British Movement, which 
recently broke up, with the 
other section forming the 
National Socialist 
Movement.) Short was also 
reported to have been in
volved in an arson attempt 
on a synagogue (Daily Mir
ror, April 30). 

He has been thrown out 
of the Liberal Party, but his 
name will still appear on the 
ballot paper on May 6 
because of election laws . . 
Nevertheless he is not the 
first Nazi to turn up in the 

SDP / Liberal Alliance. Last 
year two members of the 
Luton SDP, one of whom 
was the joint branch 
secretary, were discovered 
to be members of the Na
tional Front Constitutional 
Movement. 

In Harringey, a former 
member of the British 
Movement was discovered. 
And the anti-fascist 
magazine Searchlight 
(December '8 I) linked a 
Bedford SDP member to 
Tyndall. No doubt the 
fascists are infiltrating the 
'new' SDP hoping to recruit 
some of the more reac
tionary elements who have 
been drawn towards this 
party . . 

Of course, the SDP /Lib 
Alliance have expressed 
their total opposition to the 
Nazis and have expelled 
them when they have been 
discovered. Indeed right 
wing Labour Party bran
ches have been the victims 
of fascist infiltration in the 
past. 

But while the SDP /Lib 

Alliance draws the line at 
known fascists, it is 
prepared to accept other 
unsavoury elements . An 
SDP organiser for Bromley, 
Barrie Harwood , stated in 
the 'Beckenham and Penge 
Advertiser' last year that he 
challenged the "righ t of in
dividuals to come to this 
country and expect to carry 
on nationali stic customs 
totally alien to Briti sh 
culture," and went on to 
say "h is a fact of life that 
the youth crime rate in 
places like Brixton, par
ticularly among coloureds, 
is higher than anywhere else 
in London." Harwood was 
former .chairman of 
Bec-kenham Young Conser
vatives before he found his 
place in the 'liberal' SDP . 

By a ·Militant' 
reporter 

On Thursday 22 April we 
held a public meeting in 
Knowle. This meeting is 
the first of a planned 
campaign to build the 
party membership and 
support for a general 
election. 

The whole ward received 
a leaflet (5,000 were 
distribute.d) and the 
response on the night was 

·fantastic. The hall was 
packed to overfilling with 
200 people-most ly from 
the ward area. 

The excitemen·t and 
mood of the meeting was 
heightened by the presence 
of the press and TV 
cameras, present to report 
Tony Benn's speech on the 
Falkland Islands. 

The speakers before 
Tony Benn were Nick Bur
don (AUEW-TASS Divi
sional Organiser) who 
mainly dealt with Tebbit's 
Employment Bill and Sue 
~eckingham. Sue received 
tremendous support for her 

points showing the class 
society we live in , par
ticularly when she "adver
tised" the job of Lady Mills 
cook at £40 per week, for 
any unemployed. 

Sue's demands were 
widely welcomed , likewise 
when drawing the ~onclu
sion that men and women, 
young and old , black and 
white should unite, join the 
Labour Pa~ty and fight with 
Labour for a socialist alter
native. 

Tony Benn MP, the last 
speaker, received a tremen
dous reception particularly 
as he called for peace and 
not war. However, his big
gest reception was for the 
demand for an end to the 
rule of the profit and for his 
statement that "some start 
as socialist and move 
towards the House of 
Lords, I have . gone the 
other way." 

It is clear from this 
meeting that the right wing 
of the Labour Party are 
totally out of touch with or-

dinary working class peo
ple. Tony Benn , because he 
reflects the desire for alter
native policies to the past 
failures of . Labour ad
ministrations, and an alter
native to · the Torie s, 
receives huge support . 

But also the ideas and 
policies of Militant in this 
meeting of 200 in one ward 

· (the largest such meeting I 
have ever seen here even 
compared with a general 
election) were really 
welcomed by the audience . 
Many of the audience sign
ed to say they would be in
terested in future activities 
and there is no doubt that 
Bristol SELP has started to 
build a much wider basis of 
membership and support 
than has been achieved 
before. 

By Bryan 
Beckingham 
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Not putting their money 
where their mouth is 
The Bank of England may talk a lot about the 
economy 'turning the corner', and how the future 
looks rosy, but their actions belie their words. 
Three years ago, it has just been revealed, their 
pension fund invested lSOJo of its £140m assets 
overseas, about three times higher than the 
average pension fund. Since then controls on the 
export of capital have been lifted, so we can expect 
the proportion nowadays to be even higher. 

So whatever they say there is great pessimism 
amongst the notables who run the important Bank 
of England fund: two leading merchant bankers 
(members of Rothchilds and Hill Samuel) plus a 
leading industrialist, Sir Alastair Pilkington and a 
Bank employee, John Fforde. 

Ministry of Silly Walks? 
A letter to Labour Weekly last week showed the 
deep grasp of politics of Britain's military 
establishment. While lecturing soldiers on security 
matters at an Army camp, an officer sup
plemented his tal'k with a display of left wing 
literature. Under the heading 'Trotskyist' was a 
copy of Labour Weekly. When the writer pointed 
out that Labour Weekly was not a Trotskyist 
paper; the officer said the issue contained articles 
of a Trotskyist nature. 

As further proof of the subversiveness of the 
Labour Party, he said that someone called Max 
Wall had become the 65th Militant supporter tobe 
selected as a prospective Labour candidate! 

Well, not quite. There are quite enough come
dians in Parliament already, particularly on the 
Tory and SDP benches. The officer was 
presumably thinking of Pat Wall. Are all the 
political briefing exercises as accurate as this 
one·! Or perhaps the training was organised, not 
by the Ministry of Defence, but the Ministry of 
Silly Walks. 

Why top Soviet official 
was executed 
Sometimes to preserve bureaucratic rule in the USSR, an 
official has to make the supreme sacrifice. Last week 
' Pravda' reported that Vladimir Rytov, former Deputy 
Minister of Fisheries, had been executed for corruption. 

He and others had been smuggling out caviar in cans 
marked as herring. Abroad they were re-opened , packed 
up as caviar, and the profits split between their Western 
importers and the Soviet exporters. 

Such corruption is bound to occur when there is no 
real check upon the activities of the bureaucrats. Ineffi
ciency, fraud and opportunities for crime will flourish 
when the workers have no means to control society . . 
Now the bureaucrats in Russia cannot admit their dic
tatorial system is fundamentally flawed, so they occa
sionally attack the symptoms, not the cause. 

Currently there is a big anti-corruption campaign and 
the Public Prosecutor has reported that such crimes 
have increased four-fold in the last ten years. But no 
matter how many Rykovs are sacrificed , to try and 'en
courage' the others to be more honest , they will not be 
able to _remove the root cause for such :r situation-the 
absence of workers democracy. 

50 years ago-profiting from war 
The British ruling class has always seen the 
profitable side to wars and the Churchill family 
has always been quick off the mark to justify 
them. Currently we have Winston Churchill MP 
screaming in true Napoleonic 18th century 
style that Labour was scared at the first 'whiff 
of grapeshot'. But it's not his c(ass that main_ly 
pays in blood, though they mamly proftt by 1t. 

Fifty years ago in the April edition of the 
'British Legion Journal' Winston's father Ran
do/ph had an article explaining that in the Great 
War (First World War) not everyone had been 
made poorer. He was right. Ship owners saw 
their profits rise by£ 350 million. In 1982 there 
are already demands for increased defence 
spending, and who will reap the main financial 
benefits from that but armaments profiteers 
who trade in Argentinian and British lives. 

Tetnporary 'slutns 
are 37 years old 

''Even in prison you 
get a release date," 
said Mr. Petty, the 
husband of Carole 
Petty, organiser of a 
group of council 
tenants in Thornaby 
on Tees. 

The tenants live in sixty 
houses built as 'temporary' 
at the end of the Second 
World War, with a max
imum life of eighteen years. 

Now thirty-seven years 
later, the houses are falling 
apart. Literally . A partition 
wall in one house fell down, 
ceilings are collapsing, the 
window and frame in one 
house fell out and took over 
a months to be fixed. 

The houses are built on 
poor foundations, with 
concrete walls and low 
quality flat roofs. Roofs 
and walls leak, water ri ses 
through the floors and in 
winter, pipes burst. Mould 
grows on walls and carpets. 
The only way to keep the 
houses dry and warm is hav-

The Falklands cns1s 
has diverted atten
tion away from the 
April unemployment 
figures which have 
officially gone over 
three million again. 

But the millions on the 
dole queue are victims of 
the Thatcher government's 
three year war-against the 
working class to try to boost 
the profits of Briti sh 
capitalism. 

Usually in April, the dole 
figures go down. This year 
they went up . At 12.6% of 
the population, Britain has 
a higher percentage out of 
work than any European 
country except Belgium. 

Some areas like Northern 
lr e land have been 
unemployment blackspots 
for generat ions. Even in the 
1950's unemployment there 
never went below about 5% 
and towns such as Strabane 
and Derry hardl y saw the 
post war boom . Now 
Strabane has a 37r.Jfo official 
unemployment rate while 
the "best" area, around 
Belfast , has 15r.Jfo. In 
January 43r.Jfo of all those 
out of work in Northern 
Ireland had bee n 
unemployed for over a year 
and one in six for over two 
years . 

The whole co untry is 
becoming a disaster area. 
The West Midlands now has 
a higher percentage out of 
work than Scotland, but 
wasn't the West Midlands 
one of the wonder areas of 
the '50s and '60s where a 
prosperous new Britain was 
being manufactured under 
the bonnets of millions of 
motor cars? Now one in 
seven are jobless. 

The New Towns created 
after the war were meant to 
provide houses and jobs 
away from the smog and 
congestion of the cities. The 
planners could design the 
layout of the estates bu t 
under capitalism you can 't 
plan for jobs that will last. 
One of the newest <owns, 
Telford, has a fifth of the 
population on the dole! 

In fact, the unemploy
ment figures are even worse 
than the government claim . 

By Bill 
Hopwood 

ing the heat on all the time. 
The heating is on an open 

fire, a coke water heater 
and electricity. The area is a 
smokeless zone so the 
tenants are supposed to 
burn coke~which is 
wasteful on an open 
fire-or break the law. The 
coke water heaters are 
almost- all broken. ln Mrs 
Petty's house it has been 
out of action for eighteen 
months. 

They boil water to wash 
the baby and take baths at 
friends. Even if the boiler 
was fixed it is a fire risk. 
The flue which would get 
hot if the boiler worked is 
surrounded by plywood and 
has a birdnest near it. Their 
electricity bill was £400 for 
six month s. 

One bedroom is unusable 
due to wet. The baby sleeos 

with hat and mitts on and is 
still not warm. The electric 
wiring is fault y. When 
water seeps up from the 
ground it is sewage water. 

Mrs Petty said "People 
don't believe it unless they 
see it and this is not the 
worst of the houses ." In 
spite of the problems they 
make a great effort to keep 
a tidy home. They say a 
proper house would be like 
a palace. 

One neighbour who just 
had a baby was told by the 
midwife that the house was 
unfit to live in . They also 
told a real life horror story 
of a retired woman who had 
suffered a stroke and was in 
a wheelchair and inconti
nent. 

The wheel chair doesn't 
fit through the doors. There 
is no hot water , and the 
electricity was disconnected 
for non-payment. Her son 
who looks after her, recon
nected it and was sent to jail 
for six month s. 

The Electricity Board 
worker came but refused to 

reconnect as the wiring was 
unsafe due to the water and 
collapsed ceiling! The rent 
on the houses is now, after 
the April increase, £20.50. 
They have had enough. 

Ever rising rents, no 
repairs and unfit houses . 
"If it was a decent house it 
wouldn't .be so bad, but 
other rents on better houses 
are less, this rise is too 
much." 

It is impossible to get 
moved . One tenant has 
been trying for twenty 
years. "If we were made 
homeless they'd put us back 
here." They would like to 
arrange an exchange of 
houses with Number 10 
Downing Street! 

If that doesn't work they 
might try another idea, to 
sell council houses. Already 
one house has a sign 'For 
Sale £2 .50.' Teesside Thor
naby Labour Party, and our 
candidate to replace the 
SDP MP, are helping their 
campaign for decent hous
ing . 

EPA <TME : :T EMPLOYME:<T 

The letters may fall • but the unemployment figures continue to rise Photo: MILITANT 

Thatcher's 
class war 
cabinet 

The official statistics have 
been manipulated by sh if
ting large numbers of the 
jobless off the register. 

Some have been transfer
red from the dole queue to 
the sweat shop. 

564,000 youngsters are on 
unemployment and training 
schemes. As most cif them 
are no·t included in the dole 
figures, this hides an extra 
305,000 people. 

The government have at 
the same time been en
couraging older workers to 
stop work early despite the 
atrocious level of retirement 
pensions. The proportion 
of males aged between 60 
and 70 seeking work has 
been declining rapidly now 
for a number of years. 

The Manpower Services 
Commission also admit 
there are very many women 
who have given up any hope 
of working and so do not 

bother to register when they 
become unempl oyed or 
when their families grow 
up. The same even applies 
for a number of school 
leavers. 

The newly f or med 
Unemployment Unit 
estimate that in all about a 
million and a quarter are 
unemplo ye d but not 
registered. 

Starvation 
wages 

on offer 

Four and a quarter 
million people are VICtims 
of the Tory system and 
Thatcher 's class war cabinet 
welcome it as a chance to 
try to keep all wages 
down-and all profits up. A 
blatant example is the 

By Roger 
Shrives 

Young Worker Schemes 
where the government pay 
bosses to keep yo un g 
workers' wages below £40 a 
week. 

It is also the real meaning 
beneath a barely com
prehensible speech made 
recently by Sir Geoffrey 
Howe: ".Somewhere bet
ween the levels of income 
which we pay to those out 
of work and the earnings 
enjoyed by those who have 
a job are rates of pay which 
those out of work would be 
glad to take if they had the 
chance". 

Howe is pessimistic about 
his success "Convention 
and narrowness of vision 
prevent these bargains being 
struck". Yes, the ·conven
tions of eating and paying 
rent and mortgages. 

If the Tories are not go
ing to make us starving 
unemployed cave dwellers 
we have to fight the class 
war against the Tories with 
the same determination 
Thatcher and Co. fight us. 
The Tories and their system 
must go. 



Kate Losinka, the CPSA President, giving out leaflets against 
Broad Left candidate John Macreadie, in Newcastle . 

If anyone believed 
that a 'special rela
tionship' existed bet
ween civil servants 
and the government 
then the myth has 
been well and truly 
smashed. 

As the 1982 An
nual Conferences of 
the civil service 
unions approach, a 
review of the period 
since the last Con
ferences shows a 
relentless attack by 
the government on 
pay, jobs and work
ing conditions of 
civil and public ser
vice workers. 

Living · standards of civil 
servant s ha ve been cut by 
I8 07o in the past two years . 
The Tories scrapped the 
civi l service pay agreement 
in 1981 , which led to the 21-
week st rike and ultim ate 
defeat as a 7 'lz 07o settlement 
was reluctantly and bitterl y 
accepted by civi l servant s . 

This year, the Tories 
launched a further at tack . 
As a 'Times' editorial said 
(28 April) 'This year' s pay 
talks with th e c ivil service 

By Pat Byrne 
CPSA NEC candidate 

are in part a tidying up of 
unfinished business from 
last year.' 

An Arbitration trib unal 
award of between 4. 7507o 
a nd 6.2507o (which the 
go vernment will probably 
accept) spells conti nuin g 
poverty fo r tho usands _ of 
civil servant s, particularly 
the low paid and the youth. 

Th e Tori es h ave not 
fi nished. Th e Committee of 
Inquiry int o Civi·l Ser\·ice 
Pay (th e Megaw Inquiry) is 
due to report this summ er 
o n the future method of 
determining c ivil e.rv ice 
pay. 

The gove rnm ent has call
ed for pay to be determ in ed 
by 'mark et rat es', the in
t rod uct ion of regional pay 
bargaining and spec ia l 
rewards for those wh o have 
' special skill s ' or show 
' special initiative .' 

The government has al so 
continued it s attacks on 
jobs in order to meet its 
publici sed target of cutting 
I 00,000 civil service jobs 
O\·er the period 1979-84. 
During the year, the Torie 
announced they were well 
on target and had already 

7 May 1982 MILITANT 5 

CPSA Conference
Wanted-

a fighting 
democratic 

• un1on 
cut nearly 50,000 jobs ! 

The agendas for CPSA 
National- Conference and 
the Industr y based Con
ferences show real bitter
ness over the Tory attacks 
and the failure over th e past 
three years of the CPSA's 
right wing leadership. 

In -the Civil Service Con
ference, Motions 1-20 cen
sure the right wing Ex
ecutive for their lack of lead 
during the 1981 st rike. a 
batch of motions then at
tac k the Tori es ' 1982 pay 
offe r of 0-507o and the 
failure of the leaders to 
consult the membership on 
the 1982 claim on the ques
tion of arbitration, the lack 
of pressure on the Tribunal 
and th e lead ers hip' s 
unil"ateral decision to accept 
the outcome of Arbitration 
in advance of the hearing! 

Emergency motion s 
deploring these fai lures and 
the need to quick ly begin 
preparing for an all-out bat
tle, if necessary, in 1983 are 

inevitable , as th e members 
draw the conclusions of the 
failures of 1981 and 1982. 

Composite motion 84 
co rrect ly call s for a Special 
Pay Con fer"ence to draw up 
the 1983 claim and constitu
lional amendmenl 782 at 
the Nation a! Conference 
see ks to make thi s a perma
nent feature of unio n rules. 
Motion 99 from DHSS 
Washingt o n CB Branch 
demands that the Megaw 
proposals be put to 'the An
nual Conference or a special 
conference of CPSA.' 

Molion 247 in str ucts the 
Executive to campaign 
'vigo ro usly for the im
plementation o f a 35-hour 
week without loss o f pay.' 

A major issue at the Con
ference will be th e Civil Ser
vice New T ec hn o!ogy 
A~:treement which the CPSA 
right wing leadership signed 
o nl y week s before the Con
ference. Th e agreement 
directly contrad icts suc
cessive Conference policies 

Living standards of CPSA 
members have been cut by 
18%. in two years. Elect a 
Broad Left leadership to 
fight to defend 
terests. 

our 
. 
1n-

which demanded no loss of 
jobs and a 35-hour week as 
part of the benefits to civil 
servant s in a ny Technology 
Agreement. 

Composite motion 697 
from Customs & Excise 
Liverpool Branch which 
notes the 'failure of the Ex
ecutive to mount an effec
tive national campaign 
against public expenditure 
cut s' and calls for a cam
paign to de fe nd c ivil service 
jo bs . 

The theme of the unions' 
C ivil Service Co n fere nce is 
very much the defence of 
li v ing sta nda rds, jobs, 
working condit ions and the 
fa ilu re of the uni o n' s right 
wing leadership. 

lt has bee n a momentous 
year for C PSA and the mo
tions on the uni o n' s Na
tional Annual Con ference 
renect this . 

Com posile molion 30 
from Cutoms & Exc ise call s 
for a review of full-time of
ficial s ' salaries and 'believes 
that the salar ies paid to of
ficials should be more in 
line with that earned by 
members.' Composite mo
l ion 42 from DNS Lytham 
call s for the extension of th e 
electio n of the union' s 
Senior Officers to all Assis
tanl Secretary (Nalional Of
ficer) posls in I he miion. 

evidenced by 36 branch mo
tion s on the subject. 

The other lessons learned 
during the year are evident 
in the rest of the agenda, 
such as composile motion 
349 from DHSS North 
Nott s censuring the NEC 
for th eir failure to press 
ahead with the amalgama
tion of civil service union s. 

Composile molion 364 
from C&E Li verpool calls 
for a Publi c Sector pay 
a lliance and campaign next 
year. Composile molion 
445 ca ll s for the 
democratisation and 
building of the uni on 's Area 
Committees. 

A number of constitu
tional amendment s put for
ward further democratic 
steps in the union eg. Mo
tion 789 which seeks to 
make a ll deci sio ns of NEC 
sub-committees answerable 
to the NEC and Motion 813 
which see ks to curb the im
mense personal powers of 
the President, so much 
ab used by the o utgo ing 
right wing President Ms 
Losinska. 

T~e long strike in 1981 , and the Tories disgusting offer has shown the need for a fighting union. 

The recent hi stor ic elec
tions fo r General Secretary, 
General Treas urer and 
Deputy General Secretary 
and , in particular, the scan
dalou s role played by the 
union' s right win g wi ll be a 
major issue at Conference. 

Conference must defeat 
the undemoc ra ti c proposi
tion s from the right ~ving 
molion 785 which seeks to 
limit the number of motions 
branches can ~ubmit to 
Conference a nd the propos
ed rules for the NEC (cur
rentl y mark ed Out of 
Order) which will chan ge 
the NEC to a federa li sed 
body, as opposed tci th e en
tire membership electing the 
their uni on leadership. 

~~-->E~----------~~~--------, 

Twent y four motion s 
condemn the ri ght wing 
leadership fo r recommen
ding their pre ferred (right 
wing) candidates in these 
e lect ions, and correct ly 
arg ue that 'no such recom
mendation s be made in the 
future.' 

Other aspect s o f the role 
played by the uni o n 's right 
wing in the elections eg. the 
refusal to a ll ow candidates 
(John Macreadie in par
ticular) to address member
ship meetings ; the role of 
the T ory press and the use 
made of it by the right wing; 
appear on the agenda . 

The anger -of members at 
the overturn in g of Con
ference decision s by the 
right wing leadership is 
best seen by the I 02 motions 
censuring them for not af
filiating to CND as in 
structed to do so by Con
ference 198 I. 

Not surprisingly , given 
the constant attacks on our 
li velihoods CPSA members 
increasingly see the need to 
re-affiliate to the Labour 
Party and the election of a 
Labour government on a 
soci list programme. This is· 

Opposition to th e 
Emp loyment Bill (com 
posite motion 543); opposi
tio n to the exploitative YOP 
and the Young Workers 
Scheme (584); opjJ~'> it io n to 
at tacks o n the Set lal Securi
ty System (610); support for 
the GLC cheap fares policy 
(657); alternativ~ work for 
the proposed closed MOD 
Dockyards (664); a class 
based party of Labour in N. 
Ireland (680); · support for 
the Polish working class 
(685) all go to· m~ke up the 
Con ference ag:enda. 

Vital to the d.efence of liv
in g standards a nd jobs is the 
need to elect a Br-oad Left 
leadersh ip . , 

In the past · year, more 
and more members have 
seen through · the so-called 
'Moderates'. Increasing ly 
CPSA members understand 
the need for·' a. leadership 
which will fight to defend 
their interests. 

A leadership which 
underst·ands th e need to link 
up the indust rial struggles 
on pay, jobs, conditions, 
with the political struggle 
for a socialist society run 
under democratic workers 
control and management . 

~- .-
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THE AVY-
ItS them and us 

Every member of HM Forces 
who is on leave, is currently 
on 12-hour notice of call up. 

Mike, who is in 
the Royal Navy and 
a member of the 
Labour Party, spoke 
to Militant about his 
experiences and the 
attitude of the 
troops to the current 
crisis. 

"The news that the fleet 
was to be sent to the 
Falklands hit us on the Fri
day. It was eveni ng and the 
word was buzzing round the 
pubs near my base. Most of 
the lads were dead keen to 
go. Some with families 
weren't so keen. The beer 
was flowing and then the 
beer was talking . 

"But this is what the lads 
have been trained for, a 
chance to apply what they 
had learnt. Also they didn't 
believe that a small country 
like Argentina would ever 
dare to tackle HM 
Fleet-one of the best in the 
world. 

"When you get the call to 

arms it 's exciting. But now 
the troops must be sobering 
up. If there's war some of 
the marines and paras are 
going to die. If there's an 
invasion of the Islands 
there'll be a slaughter. 

"I remember how a 
British general said of the 
Dardanelles invasion that · 
we were 'bound to win 
because we had more men 
to be shot down'. If the 
Argentines have air 
superiorit¥ it won't be easy. 

By Phil 
Frampton 

"If Thatcher backs down 
and there's no war the 
troops aren't going to be 
much happier either, after 
spending weeks cramped up 
on the ships. The Hermes is 
pretty cramped anyway. 
Even in normal times the 2 
galleys (canteens) mean 
lo ng queues for food. Now 
with hundreds of reporters 
and troops on boarp it will 
be unbearable . 

"The troops will pro
bably be sleeping in the 
hangars. Not the same for 
the ships' captains. · They 
have 2 rooms and a steward 
(butler) eac h to look after 
them. Commanders have a 
large room split into two. 
Petty Officers share a room 
·and 26 junior rates share a 
room with 26 bunks and 
have a mess room". 

The a rm ed forces set up, 
says Mike, reflects class 
society. "But these type of 
differences of treatment 
don't really upset the lads. 
At the moment even the 
ranks are r elatively 
sheltered from the problems 
facing society. 

"Wh ile you're in the mob 
(Royal Navy) you get good 
medical care, you get £600 a 
year to send your kids to 

PLASTIC 
BULLETS 

KILL 
Eleven-year old 
Stephen Mc
Conomy from 
Derry was the 
tenth person to 
die in Northern 
Ireland as a result 
of being hit by a 
plastic bullet. 

He was hit on April 17 
and died 3 days later. The 
plastic bullet is called a 'riot 
control' weapon; rather it is 
a le thal weapon. Like 
Stephen most o f th e I 0 vic
tims have been children. 

Anton McCabe, of the 
Derry Labour and Trade 
Union Party, spoke to 
Michael Sweeney, uncle of 
the dead boy. At the start of 
the int erv iew Stephen's 
mother had to be taken o ut 
of the room, she was so 
upset: 

' it was absolute 
murder. I don't hate 

the army or the police, just 
the o ne that fired that 
bullet. It happened aro~nd 
8pm . There was a hoax 
bomb at Butcher Gate . 
There were about 12 kids 
about. A few of them trying 
to pull the shields off the 

stde of an army pig (ar
mo ured personnel carrier). 
That 's what gall s us-when 
they say o n television and 
o n radio there were '40 
youths rio ting'. They were 
kids, no t youth s. There was 
no stoning at the time, nor a 
riot. 30 r~ 40 yout hs is rub
bish. 

Stephen was at the back 
watch ing. He was 7 to 10 
feet away . He had a card
board box in his hand. He 
was trying to walk away , 
and the hat ch opened up at 
the back, the plastic bullet 
gun was st uck out, dipped 
down and aimed at Stephen 
a nd fired. 

Stephen was carr ied 
abo ut 4 feet onto the grass . 
A soldier told one of the 
kids with him "go near the 
body and I' ll kill you". A 
couple of soldiers were 
laughing when Stephen was 
hit. A cop jeep came down 
and 2 boys got him into it 
and went to hospital with , 
him. From Friday to Mon
day he was unconscious on 
the life support machine. 
He never regained con
sciousness. 

The kids were that close 
the soldiers could have 
jumped out and arrested 2 
or 3 of them if they had 

The cramped conditions on HMS Hermes, only added to by the extra troops and media personnel now crowded onto the ship as 
well. Photo: PA. 

boarding school. I tell the 
lads that they won't be in 
the mob forever- so then 
what? They can't hide from 
what's going on. 

"So they're not socialists. 
But they won't take any 
pushing around. It' s not 
like the army -.,vhere most 
soldiers, especially infantry, 
have no use till they fight. 
They drill half the time. The 
last time I drilled was in my 
initial six week tra ining 

course. 
"A ship is like a floating 

factory-everybody has a 
job. They really are workers 
in uniform and know they 
are worth something . 

"Often if the lads don't 
like something they just 
stop work. On one ship I 
was on a lad dropped and 
damaged a piston . He got 
done for a Cl26 (a form he 
had to sign to admit liabilit y 
and readiness to pay). It 

oto Eamonn O'Dwyer (IFL) 

Troops with plastic bullet guns in Derry 

wanted to for whatever 
reason , and the rest would 
have scooted off. 

Stephen had a fascinat ion 
for th e military and all that 
son of thing. He used to 
play all th e time with tanks. 
He was up th ere to see what 
was goi ng on a nd what was 
goin g to happen. 

When we came down 
from the funeral there were 
I 0 or 11 police jeeps runn
ing abo ut the streets and 
police producing weapons, 
a ll to move one hijacked 
mini van. They could have 
left it-there was a lorry 
load of bread left further 
away from here till it was 
burnt. It has all had a terri
ble effect on the family. Hi s 
mother will never get over 
it. 

I've been on only one 
march in my life-that was 

for the funeral of one of th e 
hun ger strikers , because he 
was ~a Derry· man and lived 
near me. I never even mar
ched at th e time of the Civil 
Ri ght s. We've stayed o ut of 
it. - None of my family has 
been in vo lved. Yo u could 
take up th e whole issue of 
your paper with famili es 
like us that are not involved 
and then get hit with it. 

I worked with Gary 
English and was a friend of 
the family. He was killed a 
year ago nearly to the day. 
Gary and another man were 
run over .by an army jeep. 
The jeep then reversed back 
over hi s body in the street. 
The .so ldiers that done that 
go t off: it was covered up . 
We want a trial and want 
the soldier that fired that 
plastic bullet fo und ' 
guil ty. 

was a gen uine error but if 
the officer and got his way 
the lad would have lost 
£I ,000. He refused to sign. 

"The officer threw him 
into the brig (prison cells). 
When the men heard they 
decided it wasn't on. They 
stopped work so the Com
mander had to release the 
sailor and admit over the 
blower that a hasty decision 
had been made! 

"Thex may be bolshie 

like this but not politically. 
A lot of my lot will vote 
SDP next time, but then 
they were Tories before. 

"There are 18,000 jobs 
going in the Navy and in the 
last pay round I lost 60p a 
day because of increased 
charges for meals, etc. 
They ' re just beginning to 

see that they can't get 
anywhere by backing th e 
Tories." 

TV preview-the 
shocl< of the new 

It was inevitable. When 
Granada TV ask Militant 
to a press preview 
(drinks and sandwiches 
thrown in) it 's bound to 
be something a bit 'dif
ferent'. 

Visiting Day is a shock. 
Not th e story line: boy 
leaves school and while 
signing on, falls under the 
spel of worldly-wise, cool
and crooked-John. A life 
of petty crime leads to the 
accidental killing of an old 
lady. Our hero Chris is im
prisoned in a Special Unit, 
and recogn ises, at last, that 
he loves the Princess he fail
ed to appreciate when they 
were both in the same chil
dren' s home. 

The tale is superficiall y 
sketched and suffers from 
some cr ud e stereotypes . 

The shock-l 'm still not 
sure how int entional-is in 
the bursts of song, even 
dance, on sets that would 
do Space In vaders or Dr 
Who proud. 

Try to imagine West Side 
Story made for TV, set in 
Liverpool with SciFi sur
roundings. 

Perhaps it' s int ended as 
the 1982 rock musical 
answer to ·coronation 
Street; a tale of everyday ur
ban deprivation folk. 

Granada may be cashing 
in on the fash ionable ' issue' 
of disenchanted yo uth. 

They may not have heard of 
Toxteth before last sum
mer' s riots. But yo u 
shouldn't necessar il y tar the 
authors, actors o r pro
ducers with the same brush. 

Most o f the cast are ex
Manchester drama and mu
sic students . They managed 
to convey a sense of energy 
and experiment that makes 
a definite break in th e 
routine of tired old TV 
series. 

Some of the scenes, and 
th e songs, are more effec
tive for the strange ar
tificiality of the sett ing. A 
mundane first -di sco embar
rasment is stark against a 
background of Saturday 
Night Fever dance routines; 
a yo ung nuisance in the 
futuristic kids' hom e sud
denly and with no explana
tion starts protesting that 
hi s dressing gown is a 'death 
trap.' 

Marxists are all in favour 
of a change- and 'Visit ing 
Day' is definitely that. 

What else it is-a crude, 
s tereotyped attempt to 
make 'entertainment' out 
of serious problems, or a 
brave stab at theatre/TV 
with a message, you'll have 
to decide . Watch ITV, 
lOpm 8 May. 

By Eileen Short 



Lothians Liaison Committee 
Labour Party Young 

Socialists 
send fraternal greetings to 

Militant readers and 
workers everywhere 

No to witch-hunts and 
attacks on socialists! 

For a mass campaigning 
Labour Party committed 
to socialist policies and 

the ending of capitalism! 

EAST EDINBURGH CLP 
congratulates 600 editions of 
Militant. Best wishes for the 
future. Forward to socialism. 

Unity is strength. 

Congratulations on 600 
issues- forward to a daily 
-'Militant' Ellesmere Port 

LPYS 

• 
Millbrook Ward 

Southampton LP 
sends fraternal 
congratulations 
Labqur to power 

on a socialist 
programme 

• 

1/8 7 4 branch 
TGWU 

Littlehampton 
salutes the 600th 
edition of Militant 

Thank you for your 
unswerving 

support for the 
trade union and 

labour movement 

ISLE OF WIGHT EXECUTIVE 
CATHY WILSON PPC 

Sandown/Shanklin & District Branch LP 
West Wight Branch LP 

No witch-hunts! 
Endorse Pat Wall & Peter Tatchell! 
Down with Thatcher's government 

in Britain- Galtieri' s junta 
in Argentina 

Workers of the World Unite! 

I 

- -- -

PADDINGTON 
NO. 1 BRANCH
NATIONAL UNION 
OF RAILWAYMEN 

Sends fraternal 
greetings for 

May -Day 
and congratulates 

I Militant' in its 
constant fight for 

socialism 
Thatcher & The 
Tories Out-

A Labour 
government pledged j 

to socialist 
policies in! 

STEVENAGE MILITANT 
SUPPORTERS 

--

600 steps to socialism! With a 
daily we will get there quicker! 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
KIRKDALE CONSTITUENCY 

LABOUR PARTY SAYS 
Fight the .witch-hunt! 
Forward to socialism! 

Defeat the SDP infiltrators! 
Fo_r a socialist Labour government! 

FIRE BRIGADES UNION 

Extends May Day greetings ~a 
all comrades in the trade union 

. and labour movement and calls 
for a united attack on the 

government's ruinous 
economic policy 

Bill Deal 
President 

Ken Cameron 
General Secretary 

Cardiff SEA 
congratulates 
Militant on its 
600th edition 

Open up education 
to all workers 

• 
EAST 

EDINBURGH 
LPYS 

Forward to a 
- daily Militant 

• • 
Socialist greetings . 

to the 600th 
Militant from Chi'is 

and Geraldine 
· Jones of Tunbridge 

Wells LP 

• 
Tower Hamlets 

LPYS 
The Mile End three 
were arrested for 

selling Militant 
· Defend democratic 
· · rights, end Police 

harrassment 
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Socialist greetings to all 
workers and their families 

-Coventry South East 
Labour Party 

:s 

Edge Hill LPYS 
calls on all youth 

to fight for 
international 
socialism and 

world revolution 

Supporters at the 
Driver and Vehicle 
Licensing Centre 

say: Forward to a 
daily Militant! 

m us 

Cammell Laird 
Militant support_ers 

send 
congratulations on 
600 issues, now 
for -a daily paper 

In memory of 
lan Burge 

East London 
Health workers 

600 issues of a Marxist 
paper- witch-hunts won't 

stop the next 600 
Ellesmere Port Militant 

supporters 

Militant supporters 
in Cardiff South 

East CLP 
congratulates 
Militant on its 
600th edition * Nationalise the 

Commercial Banks * Abolish the 
House of Lords 

Cardiff South East 
LPYS 

congratulates 
'Militant' on its 
600th edition 

forward to 
a daily paper 

Socialist greetings from 
Stevenage LPYS 

We fought the SDP before 
they left the Labour Party 

Fraternal greetings to 
workers everywhere 

Kick the Tories out of 
government and off the 

councils and ''moderate'' 
trade union leaders out of 

office 
From Broad Left members 

of the CPSA DHSS Section 
Executive Committee 

Fraternal 
greetings from 

CPSA-DOE 
Labour 

Association 

* Defend every job! 

5' ::z::ctlli 

* CPSA re-affiliation to Labour 
Party! 

* Kick the Tories out! 
Join the Labour Party and LPYS! 

CPSA Conference Meeting, 
Monday 1 Oth May, 

Queens Hotel, Brighton 

· Speakers: 
Kevin Roddy . 
(Presidential Candidate) 
Rod Fitch 
(Prospective Labour Party 
candidate for Brighton 
Kemptown) 
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Since the first serious at
tempt at a witch-hunt against 
supporters of the 'Militant' 
in 1976, - there has been a 
more or less continued cam
paign in the capitalist press, 
unfortunately echoed by 
Labour's right-wing. 

One of the central 
themes running through
out these attacks has been 
the assertion that Marxism 
is foreign to the traditions 
of the British labour 
movement. But this, the 
600th edition of 
'Militant, ' is itself a 
refutation of that. 

Marxism always has, and 
always will be a vital part of 
the labour movement. It is 
true th at during the post
war boom, the thread of 
Marxism appeared to be 
broken . Marx's ideas dur
ing this period were ridicul
ed by the right-wing Labour 
leader s who, basin g 
themselves on a period of 
unprecedented capitalist 
boom internationally, 
dispensed with socialist 
perspectives altogether. 

By Tony 
Saunois 

The class struggle to them 
was only of 'historical in
terest' and some even claim
ed there was no longer a 
working class! It seemed in 
the 1950s and 1960s that 

Workers have faced a mountain of lies and distortions about the debate in 
the Labour Party and in particular the policies of Militant. Clearly, the 
capitalist press are afraid of the growth of Marxist ideas. 

there was an era of unen-
ding affluence and social 
stability. 

But today in 1982, with 
four million unemployed, 
the wholesale destruction of 
the welfare state and in
dustries, with the return of 
mass poverty and social 
deprivation who can justify 
the defence of such ideas? 

"We wish to tell 
the truth to the 
wo.rking class" 

From its launch in 1964, 
at a time when th e first 
cracks were beginning to 
appear in the post-war 
boom, the 'Militant' has 
always fought against the 
ideas of the right wing . 
'Milit~t' explained that th e 
long post-war boom would 
inevitably give way to a 
period of downswing, reces
sion and slump interna
tionally but especially acut e 
in Britain . 

This development, it was 
explained, would once 
again confront the working 
class with the horrendous 
prospects of mas s 
unemployment, dire pover
ty and instabili ty. That was 
a prognosis only too well 
borne out by the events of 
the recent decade. 

In its first issue in Oc
tober 1964 Militant said, 
"The mast important thing 
is that we wish to tell the 
truth to the working class, 
against the lies and exag
gerations of the capitalist 
class and the half truths of 
the Labour officialdom." It 
was a task well undertaken 
in the general elections of 
1964 and 1966. 

In its very first issue Mill-

tan / demonstrated its un
compromi si ng stand for a 
struggle against the Tories, 
exclaiming in its headline, 
"Dri ve Out The Tories". In 
advanceofthe l964election 
M ilitant warned th a t 
"without a fight against the 
monopo li es and big 
business, high finance will 
play cat and mouse with a 
Labour government." 

In 1964 Labour was 
returned with a majority of 
fo ur and in 1966 a majorit y 
of over 90. From that 
period up to th e 1970 
general election, the warn
ings of Marxism were onl y 
too clearly con firmed. 

The developing capitali st 
cr1s1s re sulted in bi g 
business pressure upon the 
Wilson government to 
abandon its programme of 
reform . It became an instru
ment no t of reform , but of 
co unt er-reform , introduc
ing a wage freeze, cuts in 
housing subsidies , increased 
health charges , and an ill
fated attempt at anti-trade 
union legislation in the "In 
Place Of Strife" White 
Paper. 

Labour' s defeat in June 
1970 and th e return of a 
Tory government was a bit
ter blow: the result of six 
frustrating years for ac
tivists in the labour move
ment. 

In 1966 Labour had 
secured 47.9!1Jo of the poll. 
By 1970 this had dropped to 
only 43117o. The demoralisa
tion of workers was not so 
much reflected in voters 
deserting to the Tories, but 
in the fact that th e 1970 
election secured the lowest 
turnout since 1935 ! 

1970, however, was an 
ext remely significant year 
for the development of 
Marxism in the Labour Par
ty. Militant consistently 
championed the cause of 
working class youth. It 
always emphasised th e 
essential role of the LPYS 
in spearheading the struggle 
fo r soc ia li st policies 
thr o ugho ut the labour 
movement. 

It was in that year that 
th e LPYS adopted 
Militant's programme, and 
it s supporters achieved a 
maj orit y on the National 
Committee for the first 
tim e. A testimony to the 
programme of Marxism lies 
in th e transformation of the 
LPYS since then. 

The Marxists won a ma
jorit y from a leadership 
whose policies had reduced 
the LPYS to a shell of an 
organisation . The 1970 con
ference was attended by 
only 126 delegates and 100 
visitors. 900 attended the 
first demonstration called 
by the LPYS after 1970. 
Twelve years later the LPYS 
has been transformed into a 
large, overwhelmingly 
working-class socialist 
youth movement. 

288 delegates attended 
the 1982 conference and 
2,000 vis itors. Over 5,000 
took to the st reet s in a 
demonstration in February 
of 1980 against the Tories. 
A million leaficrs were 
distributed by the LPYS for 
the Labour Party demon
stration in Liverpool in 
November of 1980, and 
10,000 marched in the 
LPYS contingent. 

More recently, through-

out 1981 unprecedent ed 
successes have been secured 
by the LPYS in it s cam
paign on the rights and con
ditions of unemployed 
youth on YOP schemes. 
Over I 0 ,000 have been 
o rgan ised by the LPYS into 
trade unions. 3,000 attend
ed an ext remely successful 
lobby of Parliament and the 
act ive membership of th e 
LPYS now stands at ap
proximate ly 10,000. 
Labour 's yo uth has demon
st rated that the Marxist s' 
programme, boldly cam
pa igned for, can wi n sup
port. 

But more than that , th e 
LPYS has established it self 
as a serious political force 
not on ly among the yo uth, 
but in th e wider labo ur and 
trade uni on mo vement. 
With representation on the 
NEC, it s members active in 
both Labour Part y and 
trade union branches, it has 
spearheaded the campaign 
fo r Marxist policies since 
1970. 

Growing support led 
to a weekly Militant 

From a shell it has been 
transformed into the most 
·active social ist yo uth 
organi sation in Western 
Europe. This is despite be
ing the "poor relation" in 
term s of finance ·and staff, 
by comparison with its in 
ternational sister organisa
tions, like, for example, the 
Sw~dish SSU, with over 100 
full timers and only a few 
thousand active members. 

The experience of the 

1970 defeat, the growth of 
Marxist ideas in the LPYS, 
and constituencies, and 
above all the social and 
political explosions under 
the 1970-74 Heath govern 
ment, led also to growing 
support and the publication 
of a more frequent Militant, 
which went fortnightly in 
Septem ber 1971 and weekly 
in J an uar y 1972 . 
'Mi litant 's' Marxist pro
gramme was seen to be 
more and more relevan t in 
the storm y period of th e 
Heath government. 

In 1972 alone there were 
magnifi c ient strikes of 
miners, dockers, teachers 
and man y others. The sleep
ing giant of the labour 
movement began to wake. 

Within days of the arrest 
of five London . dockers 
under HeathZs anti-union 
laws, the Tories were com
pelled to release them, faced 
with a movement in the 
direction of a general strike. 

Throughout this period 
of struggle 'Militant' sup
porters were at the fore
front; demanding a 24-hour 
general strike to mobilise 
the labour movement and 
force a general election and 
organising support for all 
sections of the labour move
ment in struggle. 

One of the most crucial 
struggles which erupted in 
1972 was that of the Clay 
Cross councillors, who 
refused to implement the 
bitterly anti-working class 
Housing Finance Act. It 
was a struggle which won 
the support of the vast ma
jority of the activists in the 
labour movement. 

Their subsequent defeat 

---

The massive wave of opposition to th 
here is· part of the demonstration aga 
Bill-gave impetus to the growth of n 

was due to the failure of th e 
Labour leadership to 
mobilise the entire move
ment - in support, but here 
again 'Militant' was at the 
forefront on the issue . In 
1974 the LPYS National 
Committee organised a 
labour movement confer
ence on the issue jointly 
with Clay Cross Labour 
Party, attended by delegates 
from 240 Constituency 
Labour Parties, 160 trade 
union branches, 200 LPYS 
branches, 40 trades coun
cils, 30 tenants associations, 
11 NOLS clubs, 12 NUS 
organisations and 340 
visitors. This conference did 
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ublished in October 1964 

Heath government- seen 
>t the Industrial Relations 
rxism. 

not win the battle over Clay 
Cross but it gave wide 
publicity and impetus to the 
issue inside the organised 
labour movement. 

Throughout this whole 
period mass activity was 
conducted by all sections of 
the labour movement 
against the Tory govern
ment. 1971 saw one of the 
biggest labour movement 
demonstrations eve~ 
500,000 against the In
dustrial Relations Act. It 
was undoubtedly this com
bined extra-parliamentary 
activity, culminating in the 
tremendous miners ' strike 
of 1974 which led to the 
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The LPYS has been transformed into a large, overwhelmingly working class organisation. 

arxist ideas gain ground 
downfall of the hated Heath 
administration . 

The working class move
ment primarily learns 
through experience. The 
lessons of the events sur
rounding the Labour ad
ministrations of 1964-70, 
together with the struggles 
under the Heath govern
ment were now being weigh
ed up by acti v ists 
throughout the labour 
movement. 

It was those experiences 
which inevitably began to 
reflect themselves in the 
move to the left in the 
Labour Party, not 'infiltra
tion' as is ludicrously claim
ed by Labour' s right wing. 

That Marxist ideas in
creasingly found an echo 
within the Labour Party 
was seen in the acceptance 
of Composite 32 moved by 
Shipley Constituency 
Labour Party at the 1972 
conference, calling for an 
'Enabling Bill to secure 
public ownership of the ma
jor mon opolies,' and car
ried by 3,501,000 votes to 
2,497,000. 

It was this conference 
decision which later led to 
th e demand for the nation
alisation of the top 25 com
'panies being rai sed by the 
NEC and the resultin g 
dispute over the right of the 
Party leader to veto it s in
clusion in t l1e election 
manifesto . 

In the crucial 1974 elec
tion campaigns, the LPYS 
organised mass canvasses in 
many constituencie s, 
resulting in the holding and 
c;apturing by Labour of 
seats in Parliament . 400 
LPYS members, for exam
ple, . went to assist Ton y 
Benn's campaign in Bristol 
South East. 

In this constituency 
alone, over 10,000 LPYS 
leaflet s were distributed as 
part of a massive campaign. 
Similar work was done in 
Leicester, Garston, Birm
ingham Northfield, Govan 
and other constituencies. 

It was reflected in a letter 
from Paul Rose, then MP, 
published in 'Militant' in 

th e aftermath of the second 
election in October 1974 in 
which he said, "not with
standing differences of 
viewpoint on some issues, 
may I pay tribute to your 
supporters who campaigned 
in my constituency, and 
whv went to help in local 
marginals during the elec
tion itself. Their enthusiasm 
and dedication was the most 
refreshing thing r have ex
perienced for many a 
year ... " 

Labour's right-wing 
policies caused 

1979 defeat 
In the 1974 election cam

paigns however 'Militant' 
once again pointed to the 
necessity for Labour to 
struggle on a bold socialist 
programme. Befo re the 
election , in it s issue of 15 
February, Militant warned , 
"unless the next LabDur 
gDvernment takes emergen
cy pD wers tD take the 
banks, the land , the 
nwnnpnlies intn public 
nwnership, under denw
cratic wDrkers' manage
ment, with cnmpensatiDn 
limited strictly w sDcial 
security need, then we will 
face catastrnphe." 

The "tragedy" warned of 
by the Marxists became 
only too apparent in the 
aftermath of the second 
election in October 1974 
when Labour was returned 
again with a small majority . 
Five years later Labour had 
entered the 1979 election 
campaign having slashed 
public expenditure by 
£8 ,000m, presided over a 
doubling in the level of 
unemployment and intro
duced a series of incomes 
policies which had drastical
ly cut living standards. 

In that sense as. Militant 
commented afterwards 
Labour had once again 
"prepared the way for the 
return of the Tories" . The 
coming to power of the 
Thatcher government clear
ly represented a new stage in 
the struggle in British socie-

ty. It is without doubt the 
most pernicious and savage
ly anti-workin g class 
government for decades . 

However, economic crisis 
and attacks on the living 
standards and organisations 
of the working class is in
evitably preparing the way 
for new social explosions . 
In this respect Militant has 
con·sistently warned of the 
threat posed to the rights 
and the organisations of the 
labour movement unless it 
is able to carry through a 
fundamental transforma
tion of society. 

In 1974 The Times and 
the ruling class discussed 
the possibility of a military 
co up . The prospect was not 
a serious one th en due to 
the strength of the working 
class o rganisat ions. 

However, the potential 
threat to the labo ur move
ment stili remains. This was 
particularly drawn out in a 
review in the Militant lnter
natiDnal Review (Summer 
1978) of a book by a leading 
Tory 'wet ', !an Gilmour, 
entitled 'Inside Right-a 
study of conservatism ' . 

Gilmour from the 
"moderate" wing makes 
the fo llowing observations 
on the issue of democracy: 
" Conservatives do not wor
ship democracy, for them 
the majority rule is a device 
... similarly majorities do 
not always see where their 
best interests lie and act 
upon their understanding. 
For Conservatives, there
fore, democracy is a means 
to an end and not an end in 
itself. In Dr Hayek's words 
democracy 'is not an 
ultimate or absolute value 
and must be judged by what 
it will achieve' and if it is 
leading to an end that is 
undesirable or is inconsis
tent with itself, then there is 
a th<!oretical case for ending 
it." 

In that review Militant 
editor Peter Taaffe warned, 
"The labnur mnvement in 
Britain can ignMe the warn
ings cnntained in fan 
Gilmnur's bnnk nniy at its 

peril. A military dictatn~
ship, backed up by fascist 
bands, is nnt Dn the agenda 
in the next perind ... but the 
Drganic crisis Df British 
capitalism demands further 
attacks Dn the already 
reduced standards Df the 
wDrking class:" 

In answer to this threat 
Militant has consistently 
emphasised that with the 
strength and potential sup
port of the labour move
ment , fighting on a socialist 
programme, it would be 
possible to stop any such at
tempt at reaction, and move 
peacefully to the socialist 
transformation of society. 

In the light of the ex
perience of the 1974-79 
Labour government, the 
brutalised attacks on the liv
ing standards of the work
ing class under the Thatcher 
administration, the labour 
movement has over the past 
period consistently moved 
to adopt more radi cal 
policies. 

The ·ranks of the labour 
movement have also strug
.gled to ensure that greater 
democratic control is exer
cised over the leadership . In 
this respect too Militant 
supporters have played an 
energetic part. 

Militant supporters 
fought hard for 

re-selection 

It was Militant supporter · 
Ray Apps who sat on the 
NEC working party on the 
issue of re-selection. Arising 
from his work a minority 
report was produced on the 
question and this made a 
significant impact on tlie 
whole re-selection debate . . 

Both in the Constituency 
Labour Parties but also in 
the trade unions (for exam
ple in USDA W) Militant 
supporters played an impor
tant role in gaining support 
for the elction of the party 
leader by an electoral col
lege, consising of 4007o for 
the trade unions, 3007o for 
the CLPs and 3007o for the 
PLP. 

But the supporters of 
Militant have constantly 
emphasised the crucial 
necessity of linking the 
questions of democracy and 
accountability of Labour 
MPs and leaders, with the 
need for building a mass 
membership for Labour 
through campaigning for a 
bold and radical socialist 
policy. 

Throughout these eigh
teen years Militant has 
argued its Marxist case . It 
has put forward it s pro
gramme, not by personal 
denunciations or abuse of 
opponents, but by patient 
explanation, by facts, 
figures and argument. It has 
analysed developments in 
society nationally and inter
nationally and charted a 
course to be adopted by the 
labour movement. 

It has won increasing sup
port. Militant supporters 
have been elected as coun
cillors, LP officers and 
union leaders, selected as 
prospective parliamentary 
candidates-again, not on 
the basis of manoeuvre and 
intrigue, but by winning ge
nuine support for the policy "' 
and programme of 
socialism. 

It is as a result of the ex
perience of . the working 
class movement as well as 
its consistent programme 
and correct policy that Mili
tant has increased its sup
port. It would be wrong to 
exaggerate the support of 
this paper but it has greatly 
increased in importance and 
influence since its launch in 
October 1964. 

By the same token it can 
be said with complete con
fidence that over the next 
decade support for Militant 
will go from strength to 
strength. During the next 
600 issues the policies of 
Marxism will have achieved 
even greater support and no 
doubt in that period the 
paper will have expanded to 
a daily, as a reflection of 
further enormous changes 
in the labour movement in 
Britain . 
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ZIMBABWE 
The. stalled 
revolution 

Concluding part of a two-part 
article by JIM CHRYSTIE 

Caught between the expecta
tions of its supporters, and 
the restraints of capitalism, 
t~e ZANU-led government of 
Robert Mugabe has tried to 
manoeuvre and balance. 

Unemployed youth in Harare (formerly Salisbury) 

As last week's ar
ticle showed, the 
government have 
managed to in
troduce some 
welcome but limited 
reforms. But a black 
elite .has .-emerged, 
which is enmeshed 
with the old state 
machine and would 
resist any move 
towards socialism. 
Only the working 
class, leading other 
oppressed classes, 
could break this 
resistance and pave 
the way to workers 
democracy. 

But because of i·ts rela
tionship with international 
big business, the ZANU 
government, far from 
mobilising the workers, has 
tried to prevent any in
dependent movement of th e 
class . 

Zimbabwea n worker s 
have been ready to defend 
the gove rnm ent against 
reaction , but they have also 
begun to see the need to 
organise independently to 
defend their interest s. Con
ditions in Zimbabwe- are 
ripe for the construction of 
independent mass I rade 
union s. 

The establi shment o f a 
ZANU-Ied gove rnment 
sparked off the biggest 
strike wave in the country's 
history. Miners, factory, 
textile, bus workers moved 
into actio n to demand the 
fruits of lib era ti on-a 
shorter working week, 
higher wages etc. 

REVIEW: 

The government's initial 
response was equivocal. 
They told workers that such 
strikes were illegal (under 
the Smith regime's 
repressive legis lation!); in
stead th ey sho uld pursue 
their grievances through the 
existing machinery and 
await the changes th e 
government proposed. 

Since then the govern 
ment has raised the 
minimum wage. But it s ac
tions against strikers show 
the direction in which it is 
moving . The more ZANU 
has consolidated its hold on 
state power, the more it has 
been prepared to use 
repressive measures in 
quellin g o utbur sts o f 
discontent. 

Last O c tober. wfJen 
nurses and teachers went o n 
st rike , they were threatened 
with expulsion to the rural 
areas and their leaders ar
rested. In January this year 
250 railway workers-strik
ing because wages were fall
ing behind inflati on-were 
arrested. Last month 1,000 
bus dri vers were arrested 
and I ,800 sacked for st rik
ing for a 1607o pay increase. 

If the govern ment con
tinues o n a capitalist path, 
such measu.res must con
tinue to be used in the at
tempt to safeguard profit s 
and not frighten away 
foreign in ves tors. This will 
no doubt be accompanied 
by some measures again st 
capitalist 'excesses' in order 
to retain the support of the 
masses. With a tro ng 
popular basis ZANU 
government is not a mere 
puppet of imperialism but 
will balance and manoeuvre 
between the conflicting 
pressures, whilst in the last 
analysis defend in g cap-

SOUTH. AFRICA-'S 
IMPENDING SOCIALIST 

REVOLUTION 
Perspective of ·the Marxist 

Workers' Tendency of the African 
National Congress 

With so many new 
pamphlets, booklets 
etc being produced 
:on political develop
ments it is sometimes 
difficult to select 
which ones to pur
chase and read. 

But a number of 

reasons make 'South 
Africa's Impending 
Socialist Revolution' 
essential reading for 
all workers and ac
tivists in the labour 
movement, irrespec
tive of which coun
try they happen to be 

italism. 
But the future for a 

capitalist Zimbabwe looks 
far from rosy. International 
commentators, exulting 
over the 1407o growth rate in 
1980, failed to point out 
that this still left the Gross 
National Product lower 
than it had been in 1974! it 
was no economic take-off, 
but rather the end of the 
war and the lifting of sanc
tion s which m'ade this 
growth possible. 

Even with this 'boom' 
going on, 31 ,000 workers 
lost their jobs in the second 
half of 1980. Last year the 
growth rate fell by nearly a . 
half to 807o, and thi s year 
the government is hoping it 
will reach 607o. 

Zimbabwe 
cannot be 

isolated from 
the international 

recession 
This slow-down is in

evitable because Zimbabwe 
·cannot be isolated from the 
effects of the international 
recession. Minerals produce 
5007o of foreign exchange 
earnings, and the world 
price of gold (Zimbabwe 's 
most important export), 
along with other minerals, 
has fa llen sharply in the last 
year or two . 

The first six months of 
198 1 saw a balance of 
payment s deficit of £21m, 
compared to. a surplus of 
£80m for the same period in 
1980. Resulting cutbacks on 
fo reign currency has af
fected all section s of th e 
ec-ono my. 

To finance its limited 
programme o f reforms, the 
government has increased 
it s expenditure by 3707o. The 
resulting deficit has been 
finan ced by borrowing, 
which means that one-

living in. 
Firstly it comes from th e 

Marxist Workers Tendency 
of the African · National 
Congress (the South 
African liberation move
ment) and is written in a 
clear style addressed to 
fellow activists. 

Secondly i1 s theoretical 
ideas are not restricted to 
what is happening inside 
South Africa. This booklet 
is especially clear in explain
ing how a triple crisis has 
arisen in the three sectors of 
the world economv: 
capitalist. Stalinist and 
'un der develop ed' 
countries. Nearly half of the 
booklet is devoted to ex
plaining the world 
background, historically, 
economically and how this 
has resulted in the absence 
of a political leadership 

third of all government ex
penditure now goes into the 
p·ayment of debts. 

Other related problems 
have arisen from thi s 
rolicy. In the last year intla
tion has doubled to 1607o, 
while government reserves 
only cover two months' im
port s. The first eight mon
ths of 1981 saw a trade 
defi c it compared . to a 
surplus the year before. 

Mugabe has called 1982 
"the year of transforma
tion", but the capitalist 
economy can not deliver the 
goods for the people of 
Zimbabwe. Last year saw 
real wages fall. The govern
ment's Riddell Commission. 
reported that its main im
pression was "the deg<ee of 
dissatisfaction, the depth of 
bitterness ... and the frustra
tion expressed by the 
work force." 

Balancing and z ig 
zagging between the classes, 
the government will not be 
able to bring about fun
damental land reform or 
develop the modern 
economy, as long as it re
mains within the capitalist 
orbit. Nor will it be able to 
end the old divisions bet
ween Shona and Ndebele 
peoples and unite the coun
try on a national basis. 

Mugabe has expressed the 
desire of uniting the two 
Af ri can nationalist 
movements, ZANU and 
ZAPU, into a one-party 
state . In an interview with 
The Times (28 January 
1982), he said that the tim
ing of this move was the o n
ly issue . 

But ZAPU leader Nkomo 
refused Mugabe's terms. 
Two weeks later the army 
unearthed secret ZAPU 
arms caches and Mugabe, 
declaring that he was 
'shocked' by this discover
ty, sacked Nkomo from the 
government. 

Nkomo, Mugabe said, 

prepared to battle all the 
way with the oppressed 
classes to transform society. 

These sect ions o f the 
booklet alone provide an 
excellent basis for organis
ing political discus sion 
around the ideas expressed. 
Every worker and activist 
would benefit by reading 
this clear account of how 
imperialism was forced to 
retreat after the Second 
World War , and why this 
unfinished anti-colonial 
revolution has left in its 
wake a variety of dictatorial 
regimes. 

Finally the reader will 
benefit from the detailed ex
position of the developing 
revolution in Southern 
Africa. Although at first 
sight many anti-apartheid 
activists have seen the situa
tion as being just a black-

was "a cobra", and "the 
only way to deal with a 
snake is to strike and 
destroy its head ." 

The importance of this 
development was not so 
much the existence of the 
arms caches. After all, it 
was well known that ZAPU 
had hijacked three train 
loads of arms from Zambia 
in October 1980, keeping 
people out of the area for 
two weeks and spiriting 
away the guns, SAM 
missiles etc. In fact, 
Mugabe timed the exposure 
of the arms in order to 
move against Nkomo. 

Since then the leading 
ZAPU figures in the army 
have been arrested. With 
the leadership o ut in the 
cold, some members of 
ZAPU have moved closer 
to ZANU to get at the fruits 
of office. 

At the same time !an 
Smith' s RF party has vir
tually disintegrated . Nine of 
its MPs have broken away, 
two of them being rewarded 
with Ministerial appoint
ments. 

No base 
for stability 

The trend towards a one
party state is clear. With 
hugt1 un so lved -problems of 
poverty and underdevelop
ment, there is no possi bility 
of building political stabili
ty on the basis of 
parliamentary democracy. 
Mugabe will st rive for 
greater bonaparti s t 
military-police power in 
order to keep control over 
the country. 

But this will not remove 
conflict , it will only repress 
it. Increasingly Mugabe will 
need to rely on military 
force . Not for nothing has 
the .S ,000-st rong, exclusive
ly ZANU 5th Army Brigade 

white divide, this booklet 
shows how it is far more 
complicated than that, and 
can only be fully 
understood as part of a 
class analysis of how a par
ticular capitalist societ y has 
developed . 

The booklet moves on to 
analyse the power o f th e 
South African working 
class movement, and assess 
what policies should be 
adopted , eg . whether guer
rillaism is the way to bring 
about workers' democracy. 
It analyses the growing 

been established , trained by 
North Korea to act as an 
'elite guard ' . 

As the economy 
flounders, the government 
may launch more attacks 
upon the capitalists-while 
holding the mass movement 
under close control-in 
order to satisfy some of the 
demands for refo rm . 
Within the framework of 
private ownership, substan
tial sec ti ons of land, 
manufacturing and mining 
could be taken over. 

It could not even be ruled 
out that, under mass revolu
tionary pressure from 
below, a section of ·the ru l
ing group could split away, 
end the rule of capitalism 
altogether and establish a 
state similar to that in 
Angola or Mozambique. 

But in the immediate 
future that is unlikely, as 
the contradictions within 
society and the economy 
have not reached that pitch, 
and the reactionary power 
of the South African regime 
cont inues to loo m 'Over 
Zimbabwe. 

What would totall y 
transform the situation is 
the development of the 
revo lution in South Africa, 
the citadel o f capitalism 
whose power best rides the 
region. 

Organi sed on an indepen
dent soc ialist wogramme, 
the Zimbabwean work in g 
class need to link up with 
the dynamic mo vement of 
the black SA· workers to 
defeat the capitalist class in 
Zimbabwe and in South 
Africa it self. Thi s a lone 
wo uld open the way for 
completing the unfinished 
tasks of the Zimbabwean 
revolution, abolishing 
poverty and depri vati on , 
and paving the way to the 
integrated development of 
the who le sub-continent as 
a Federation of Socialist 
Southern African States. 

splits within the ruling class, 
the changing experiences of 
the white working class and 
the class orientation of the 
leadership of the African 
National Congress . 

No review can do true 
justice to a booklet of 159 
A4 pages . So buy it , read it , 
and organise disc ussio n 
groups around its ideas. At 
£1.50 it's one of the 
political bargains of the 
year. 

By Colin Barber 

Price £1.50 plus 35p p&p (in Britain) 
Available from World Books, 1 Mentmor, 
Terrace, London E8 3PN 



ne-w disappearance 

save the life . of 
oscar rojas cuellar 

. ain with my husband, Oscar 
ame into exile to Brlt to Chile; as is the 

In April 19~7 ' b;n~ decided to return secr~t~~ce was •barred by the 
Rdjas . f M~nyu~hilean ex iles, his le~alfe;e~ruary 1982 1 rece>vedd 
case ot :ilitary regime . At the ente~ on ~ 28th December 1981, an 
presenhat my husband had be~n arres 
n~ws tthen has ' disappeared ~ I 

slnce ·.. t e rrible blow ~ Oscar s 
. . . hiS news has been ~ e who, because 

As hlS wife, t to the long llSt of thos ' h repression . 
disapp~ar~~~~r:d~~r justice, are o~j~~i~e~~s s~~o have had to 
of thelr . . h t of thousands o 
My grief J01ns tt~on of a loved one . 
face the persecu . lays a Vital role 

. International SolidarltY P not know where 
At sue~ a tlmeievs lives .. Today, ,_whe n ~ ~~peal to you to help save 
in savlng p~op or in what conditlons, . h the Chilean 
my husban~ lS, ~lease take up his c as e wlt be disclosed and that 
Oscar ' ~ ~lfe. nd urge that his whereabouts 
authorltleS,b~ cted to to rture ~ 
he not be su Je -~ . 

'"·:' 

Mercedes RaJaS 
liv ing i n Britain 

Chilean Ref ugee 

March 11th, 1982 . 

'MISSING' 
The Costa Gavros film 
'Missing' has been play
ing before packed houses 
in many cities in this 
country, and it is like a 
"teach-in" on the role of 
US big business in the 
massive violation of 
human rights all over the 
world. It should very 
definitely not be missed 
if it gets into England. 

it is no mys tery why the 
Reaga n Admini strati o n 
angrily attempted to sup
press the first showing of 
the film in Washington DC, 
claiming that it lied. It is a 
devastating indictment of 
the role of the US govern
ment and of the CIA in the 
1973 coup by Pinochet in 
Ch ile, and it is being highly 
acclaimed by the critics . 

The film is based on the 

From Betty 
Traun in 

New York 

true ~tory o f a rather' s 
search for hi s son, a yo un g 
US journalist, miss in g in 
Chile after the coup . lt 
depict s the process of the 
vict im' s father learning just 
what the role of the US 
government is in Latin 
America. 

The father, a well-to-do 
businessman , had never 
bothered to question hi s 
government' s politics. Now 
he wakes up to find that his 
own government had pro
bably ordered the death of 
his son. 

The picture leaves an im
pression on the viewers, 
that few will ever forget, of 

Socialist· 
Communist 
government 
in Asturias 

More than 100,000 
workers-800Jo of 
the industrial 
workers-supported 

a 24-hour general 
strike here in 
Asturias called by 
the Socialist and 

the horror of the Ch ilean 
police state, th e collusion of 
their own government, and 
the US cover-up for that 
horror. And as 
development s in El 
Salvador contin ue, 
filmgoers cannot help but 
draw parallels between the 
US role in Chi le and in El 
Salvador today. That is pro
bably why the Reagan Ad
ministration tried to keep 
thi s movie from beine. 
shown . ~ 

Many US producers and 
critics have always claimed 
that American people on ly 
want 'escapist' entertain
ment, and do not want film s 
dealing with seri ous sub
jects. The film 'Missing', as 
well as 'Reds' (released 
earlier this year) show that 
the producers have been li v
ing in a fantasy. 

Communist unions 
on 16 April in 
defence of the public 
sector and against 
unemployment. 

Aviles saw a 95 0Jo support 
rate , including schools, 
shops and bars. Here the 

Thatcher's crusade 
against 'fascism' in 
Argentina has in fact 
driven the Tory 
government closer 
into their obscene 
em brace with 
Pinochet 's dictator
ship in Chile. 

The Tory government has 
encouraged trade links with 
Chile and last year announ
ced the sale of two warships 
to the junta. Now they are 
contemplating an effective 
military alliance with Pino
chet's murderous regime 
against the Argentinian reg
ime-in the name of restor
ing 'democracy' to the Falk
lands. 

The true nature of the 
Chilean generals' rule was 
summed up in the fate of 
Tucapel Jiminez, leader of 
the Public Employees' Uni
on. On 26 February he was 
found with his throat cut. 

Last month Pinochet !s 
entire cabinet resigned 
in the face of their insoluble 
economic problems. In the 
words of 'The Times', the 
"great hopes for economic 
recovery" vested in the junta 
and their economic team of 
'Chicago boys ' (followers of 
the monetarist Professor 
Friedman) "have begun to 
crumble" (21 April). 

The junta's 'open-door' 
..policy to foreign trade and 
investment has failed disas
trously. While local agricul
ture and indu s tr y 
were devastated by foreign 
competition, investors spec
ulated in the Chilean money 
market without creating 
new production. 

For working people, al
ready suffering mass pov
erty, life is grow in g 
worse. The world recession 
of capitalism has meant a 
slump in Chile's main 
exports-copper, timber, 
fish meal and fruit. Unem
ployment is estimated at up 
to 200Jo. 

Even those middle-class 
layers who supported the 
overthrow of Allende in 
1973 are learning the mean
ing of life under the heel of a 
military dictatorship com
mitted to the interests of US 
imperialism and local big 
business . 

Capitalist farmers who 
were expropriated under 
Allende's reformist govern
ment could once again seize 
the land from the peasants 
when the junta took over. 
But now, faced with bank
ruptcy, they may be forced 
to sell. The junta, in other 

state steelworks dominates 
the town's industry and 
12-15,000 redundancies are 
being called for by the 
board. 

70 0Jo of the mining zone, 
also threatened, came out. 
In a country without dole 
and social security redun-

By George 
Collins 

words, has saved them from 
expropriation by the peas
ants-only to have them 
expropriated by the ban
kers . 

It is these policies which 
bring out the real identity of 
interest between Thatcher 
and Pinochet (and, for that 
matter, Galtieri 's regime in 
Argentina). Like th,e Tories , 
the Chilean regime has been 
split into 'wets' and 'drys' 
(known, as 'flexibles' and 
'dogmatics') as they search
ed in vain for a solution to 
the country's economic pro
blems. 

The main difference, in 
fact, is the depth of the 
crisis in Chile, and Pino
chet's establishment of the 
military dictatorship which 
is.necessary to go the whole 
hog in forcing monetarist 
'solutions' down the work
ers' throats. Thatcher's gov
ernment, for all its vicious 
anti-working class meas
ures, is forced to move more 
cautiously by the mighty 
power of the labour and 
trade union movement in 

dancies will be ferociously 
resisted . 

And in the same week the 
two main workers' parties, 
the PSOE (Socialist Party) 
and PCE (Communist Par
ty), have formed a provi
sional regional government 
in Asturias, against the 
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this country. 
Workers in Britain have a 

direct interest in smashing 
the London-Santiago axis of 
the Tories and big business, 
which is a source of support 
for the ruling class in both 
countries. 

Military, political and 
economic links with the 
junta should be opposed in 
every way possible. Speakers 
can be invited from the 
LPYS Chilean Socialists 
Defence Campaign, which 
strives to build direct links 
with the trade u'nion move
ment in Chile . 

The Campaign last month 
sponsored a successful tour 
of Britain by a trade union 
leader from Chile. Support 
for Chilean trade union ists 
has begun to be raised in the 
labour and trade union 
movement, and activists in 
all areas are urged to take it 
up. 

Address: Chilean Social
ists Defence Campaign, c/ o 
LPYS, 150 Walworth Road, 
London SE 17. 

wishes of the Regional Ex
ecutive and national leader
ship of the Socialist Party. 
These "leaders" are afraid 
of upsetting their moderate 
image with the CEOE 
(Spanish CBI) and claim 
that alliances with the Com
m1lnist Party will upset their 
electoral popularity. 

At times however they 
themselves have called for 
alliances, even a national 
government with the UCD 
(Tories). 

In fact Spanish working 
people, increasingly under 
attack from the bosses and · 
their government, clearly 
see the need for workers' 
unity. 

From a Spanish 
Correspondent 
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A hard winter 
for the boss 

Tory hypocrisy in action 

Dear Comrades 
In these times of hardness 

and cutbacks it has come to 
my notice just how much 
we are conned by the 
bosses. 

I work part time for a 
local bookmaker and 
recently we received a note 
from our boss informing us 
of his hard shi ps. As 
everyone knows we have 
suffered a bad winter this 
year. This has cut back the 
bookmaker's takings who 
has still had to pay his 
staff. The notice said " due 
to a bad financial year pay 
rises will not be able to be 
given." 

The boss delivered this 
notice in his new Porsche 
car. Just think, if onfy there 
hadn't been a bad winter he 
could have bought a better 
car! 

Yours fraternally 
Thoughful employee 
Leicester 

A tall story from 
the Job Centre 

Dear Comrades 
I haven't found that life 

on the dole is particularly 
humourous, but obviously 
some people don't take it 
too seriously. 

Visiting the main Job 
Centre in Birmingham 
recently I had a look round 
for any possible jobs and 
one advertisement caught 
my eye-'Wanted: someone 
to entertain chi ldren but 
must be under four feet 
tall'! . As you might have 
guessed, the vacancy was 
advertised on the top line of 
one of the notice 
boards-well over the eye 
level of any dwarf! 

Yours fraternally 
Ruth Hargreaves 
Handsworth LPYS 
and ASTMS 

Dear Comrades 
Living in Gosport means 

that I've seen much of the 
background to the mobilisa
tion of the Task Force to 
the Falklands. Somebody 
who buys th6/vfilitant from 
me every week' told me the 
other day about the charter
ing of the "Canberra". 

All the Asian workforce, 
many of whom do the "dir
ty jobs" on the ship, were 
sacked as soon as the ship 
was comandeered. They 
were removed from the ship 
when it docked and were 
sent to a Naval establish
ment near he_re. There was a 
mix-up over their back pay, 
so for a fewdays they had 
little money , but some of 
those workers paid a visit to 
Fareham, a nearby shopp
ing centre. 

They were stopped by the 
police and held, presumably 
on suspicion of being 
"illegal immigrants", until 
the Naval establishment 
could be contacted to verify 
their story. This must have 

Point on 
Tebbit Bill 

Dear Comrade 
In your excellent article 

on Tebbit 's Bill you suggest 
that if passed, employers 
will be able after giving four 
days notice to select any 
striker to sack. This is not 
actually the case .As the law 
stands now it is legal-i .e. 
not 'unfair dismissal ' -to 
sack a striker so long as you 
sack all the people who have 
been invol ved in the strike 
at an y stage. If Tebbit's Bill 
becomes law it will be 'fair' 
to sack only the strikers 
who stay out after the four 
days notice. But all those re
maining out must be sack
ed. The e ffect of this will be 
to undermine the morale of 
s trikers-workers ma y 
return to work because 
unless they are certain the 
rest will stay out, they will 

The Descent 
of Man 

Dear Comrades 
I was reading a magazine 
article recently which detail
ed the effect of Ronald 
Reagan 's butchering of 
public spending, in par
ticular the effect on the 
med.ical care system. 
Without a National Health 
Service, American workers 
are depend~nt on 
'Medicaid' which provides 
state assistance for those 
below a certain income, or 
'Medicare' which provides 
for the 19 million old peo
ple. Reagan slashed £1,400 

million from these schemes 
last year, and now wants 
another £2,500m cut. 

What this means in prac
tice was explained by a few 
examples. The family of a 
six year old boy in 
Maryland with a cleft palate 
(a condition which in this 
country can be remedied by 
an operation under the 
NHS) were told that under 
Medicaid previously they 
would have qualified for 
financial assistance for the 
operation. But Reagan's 
cuts meant they no longer 

been extremely alarming for 
those workers, since they 
spoke poor English. They 
were eventually freed to 
wait until they could get a 
flight home. 

This shows what the 
Tories really feel about the 
rights of ordinary workers. 
They may be weeping 
crocodile tears over the 
Falkland Islanders, but they 
didn 't wait to consign those 
Asian workers to poverty. 

Just a few weeks ago 
there were several hundred 
Argentinian sailors being 
trained by the British Navy 
in that sa me Naval 
establishment. Of course 
this was before the Tories 
discovered that Argentina 
was a military dictatorship 
responsible for the torture, 
disappearance and death of 
thousands of people. I 
wonder if the police 
thought the Argentinian 
sailors were illegal im
migrants? 

Yours fraternally 
Alison Hill 

be sacked. 
Thi s is only a minor point 

but we need to know where 
we stand in building a fight 
to smash this Bill which is a 
threat to ,the gains workers 
have made in organ ising 
themselves, gains only made 
by extra-par liamentary ac
tivity and breaking Tory 
laws. 

Yours fraternally 
Joanna Morton 
Nottingham 

Second class 
citizens 

Dear Comrades 
Travelling on the railway 

recently I noticed that in the 
second class carriag~s it was 
full and in the corridors 
many people were standing. 
However, the front three 
coaches of the train were 

qualified and as they could 
not afford expensive health 
care their son would have to 
go without surgery. 

Similarly in Washington 
a part time worker is trying 
to rush around to perform 
corrective surgery for a 12 
year old boy's legs which 
entails a whole series of 
operations, before the fami
ly is thrown off Medicaid! 

The most sickening exam
ple concerned a 73 year old 
diabetic in Virginia who us
ed to have to walk along a 
four lane highway to get to 

Defence Secretary Nott talks to helicopter crews before the Task Force sets sail. But the Tories ' 
' concern' for the Falklanders did not extend to Asian sailors sacked from the Canberra . 

Putting the socialist case 
Dear Comrades 

As the threat of war 
looms over the Falkland 
Isle s a nd world peace 
becomes precarious, I 
would like to tell you of th e 
feelings of my mates. The 
local pubs, buzzing with the 
talk of war with national 
fervour generated by the 
mass media, have not been 
a safe place to put forward 
the argument s of th e work
ing classes, even when ta lk
ing to my mates who are 
mostly miners. It is when 
you confront them with 
facts that 'Militant' print s 
and what they know to ·be 
true does reason seem to 

almost empty. Why? Be
cause these carriages were 
first class! 

While second class pas
sengers were forced to sit 

- squashed up or stand in 
draughty corridors, those 
rich enough sat in comfort, 
with hardly anyone near 

. them. On top of this, people 
standing in corridors is 
dangerous. What is more 

her chemist to collect her in
sulin as she could not afford 
the fares. She won't have to 
worry about doing that 
hazardous journey any 
longer though; due to 
Reagan's cuts her Medicare 
card has been withdrawn 
and she has no money to 
pay for her insulin. 

It seems the only people 
who profit handsomely 
from Medicare and 
Medicaid are those doctors 
who charge the government 
enormous amounts of 
money for providing treat-

prevail, such as who sold 
the Argentine Junta arms; 
why do the Tories now call 
Argentina 'Fascist' while 
the Tories' a ll y Pinochet in 
Chile isn't, and so on. 

The workers' slogan at 
the time of the riot s and 
strikes three days before the 
invasion was ' Bread and 
jobs' , the workers ' cry 
throughout the world. 

The on ly way forward for 
the world is through a 
united workin g cla s s 
whether it be in Ireland, 
Argentina, Spain, Poland 
or wherever, working 
together to overthrow dic
tators and their ruling 

nauseating is that the rail
ways are nationalised! 

Even a small thing like 
this demonstrates the waste 
caused by this capitalist, 
class society. The socialist 
transformation of society 
will clear away this and 
many other idiotic anom
alies. 

Fraternally 
Tim White 
Braintree LPYS 

ment under these schemes. 
The same article carried a 
report on Dr Richard Kones 
of New York who had beet\ 
convicted of fraud·'in ihe 
mid- ' 70s, of larceny in 1980 
and this year , of insurance 
fraud! Dr Kones boasted 
how he had cheated the 
system for years, ripping 
off Medicare and Medicaid 
for thousands of dollars. In 
fact he has already had to 
pay back the equivalent of 
£154,000 to the govern
ment, and is still paying. 

It is in the provision of 

Photo: PA. 

bureaucrats. Only then will 
we be able to do away with 
war and all its horrors and 
achieve 'Bread, Jobs and 
Peace' in a united world. 

Yours fraternally 
R Bennett 
Radcliffe on Trent, 
Notts. 

4o/o is peanuts! 

Dear Comrades 
My mother is a part-time 

worker at Isle of Wight 
Co un ty Hospital in Ryde. 
The hours are 2 Y2 hours 
Monday to Friday and Sun
day I Yz. ho urs. My mother's 
gross pay is £24.98. The 
Tory go vernment's offer of 
4 per cent wi ll be peanuts 
for my mother's wage! A ll 
National Health Service 
workers need the 12 per 
cent pay rise to make ends 
meet. 

Yours fraternally 
Patrick Westmore 
Vice Chairman CLP 
and AUEW Ryde Branch 

Reagan has slashed 1 he 
health budget in USA-yet 
arms spending has con
tinuously increased. 

health care that we can see 
the sickest examples of the 
results of the market place 
economy, epitomised by the 
USA experience. Not only 
are the above cases an ex
ample of what workers have 
to face in America, but they 
should act as a worrying ex
ample to us in th~ UK to 
stop any Tory attempts at 
the privatisation of our 
health service . 

Yours fraternally 
Kath Hardisty 
Hull West LPYS 



BUILD MILITANT! 
Area Received· 

312 
120 
124 
153 
272 
155 
167 
105 
229 
192 
126 
223 
365 

55 
42 

153 
167 
216 

Triple 
our 

·money 
The money coming 
in is welcome and 
essential, but it is on
ly one third of what 
we need to- reach our · 
half year target. 
Every opportunity 
must be utilised to 
raise funds. 

Our hin t last week to th e 
delegates a t T U co nfe rences 
has been taken up with a 
vengeance! Over £270 was 
collected a t the USDA W 
Conference recently, and 
when a ll the IOUs have 
been paid and bill s met, th e 
sum left sti ll shows subs tan
tial support for o ur ideas. 

£56 from delegates a nd 
vis it ors to th e Scotti sh 
TUC, plus a £30 collect ion 
from Exec uti ve Committee 
members of the CPSA Civil 
Aviation Group co upled 
with a d on at io n 'of just over 
£20 from Merseyside NGA 
m e mb ers a r e furth er 
evidence of thi s support. 

£452 in T U expenses were 
passed from comrades in 
Blackpool, Cardiff a nd 
C h este r , wh il e s li g htl y 
smaller amounts received 
inlclude £7.50 from London 
POEU members Dave, 
Charles, Steve, Clancy, Ray 
and D e nni s. Thank s 
brothers! 

Merseyside SOGAT and 
extras at an Notts NUM 
school and LPYS branches 

By Steve 
Cawley 

in Chatham, Cardiff North 
an d So uth East, Bl yth, and 
Gospon were other sources 
of fund s for us. Does yo ur 

.local L PYS Branch support 
Militant's ideas? 

A Hull social raised 
£23.50, Eastbourne coll ec
ting jar nearl y £ 17, and a 
T oxteth supporter, Sonny, 
co llected £ 12 from a coach 
tr ip . Tenners thi s week in
clude those of K Bevan 
(Swansea), S Beyno n (York 
COHSE) and A De Zoysa 
(Barking LP) , with a mo unt s 
from £5 to £10 from S 
Herdman (CPSA) Stro ud, 
A&C George (Cardiff) , K 
Gallacher (Sunderland 
NUM) K Swabey 
(Heathrow shop steward) 
and R Maxwell (llford). 

Th e change from £5 was 
donated by ~eade.rs who in
cluded W Rosam (T(jWU, 
Lo ndo n) and A Butler 
(Roches ter & Chatham 
LPYS) . A lot of workers 
can on ly afford £1 or 
less-thanks to S Wilkinson 
(Sw inton & Kiln hurst 
LPYS), Gosport readers D 
Herrington and S Culley, W 
West (Biyth), C Foreman 
(N Lo ndon), J Waterm an 
(Guernsey TGWU) a nd W 

% of target achieved 
Target 
11 July 

2115 
1765 
1250 
1075 
1960 
1060 
1415 
2020 
2290 
2760 
1345 

. 2375 
1760 
885 
945 

1355 
2120 
2505 

THIS WEEK: 
£1328 ° 

Posters 20 for £1 (plus p&p) from YTURC 
c/ o 150 Walworth Rd., London SE17. 

MILITANT 
SUMMER RAFFLE 
Over £700 worth of prizes to be won 
at only lOp a ticket. More details 
soon. 

Taylor (GMWU steward, 
Ryde). 

Our s upp orters on 
Rotherham have to ld us 
that they have planned two 
mo re socials, a garden par
ty, a pie a nd pea supper and 
one of the com rades will 
abstai n fro m drinking, in 
addit ion to making regular 
appeals at meetings and so 
o n. What' s happen ing in 
the town where you li ve? 

Write and let us know. 
We now -need abo ut 

£3,500 oer week until lOth 
Ju ly to. reach o ur £35,000 
targe t! That means that 
every reader' s do nation, 
no matter how large or 
small, is val uable, ·and it 
a lso means that we can't 
(not that we ever did) rely 
on just a few of o ur readers 
to provide the bulk of our 
fund s. 

LPYS SCOTTISH REGIONAL COMMITTEE 
send fraternal greetings to 'Militant' 

on its 600th edition 

Even if thi s is the first 
iss ue of Militant you have 
ever seen , if yo u agree with 
o ur main point o f view, you 
can make a contribution. 
Send us a letter, saying what 
you thought was best about 
what yo u read, plus any 
criticisms yo u might have, 
and something for o ur 
fighting fund . 

Forward to socialism 
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'- CLASSIFIED: 5p per word, 
0 

minimum ten words. a 
i SEMI-DIS~LAY: £2 per 2 col- · 
:umn centimetres . 

. •All advertisement cop y 
; should reach this office by 
. SATURDAY. 

7th South Wales 
Summer Camp 

August Bank Holiday, Friday 27th August--Monday 30th 
August. For the 7th time we are organising our highly suc
cessful camp in the beautiful surroundings of Horton on the 
Gower Coast ( 1 0 minutes walk from Port Eynon and Horton 
beaches) . 

lt will provide not only an excellent introduction to the ideas 
of Marxism, but also a superb holiday 'for the family . 

This year will be the best ever with increased facilities but 
still at a very low cost of £ 1 0 . 00 . Meals and snacks will be 
provided at the camp, but campers will have to bring their own 
tents etc . 

BIRMINGHAM 
MILITANT RALLY 

BIRMINGHAM Militant Rally. 
Saturday May 8th, Tickets-75p (50p for 

unemployed) Doors open-11.30am. 
e 12 noon: 'A Fighting Programme for the Unions' , 

Speaker: Tony Mulhearn (NGA member, Labour Parliamentary 
Candidate, Toxteth). 

e 3.00pm: 'A Marxist Programme for Labour' . Speaker: 
Peter Taaffe (Editor, Militant). 

Plus: Caliche (Chilean folk group) . Refreshments. Creche .. 

At Assembly Hall, Or Johnson House, 
Bull Street, Birmingham. 

Evening Disco at the Matador Pub, Bull Ring Centre . Time: 
7 .30pm-11 .30pm (bar extension). Cost : 75p/50p 
unemployed. 

MILITANT TEACHER 
WEEKEND SCHOOL 

At: Newtown Community Centre, Newtown Row, Birmingham 
On Saturday 22 May, Sunday 23 May. There will be 4 sessions: 
1. The lessons of the Barking dispute and the way forward fqr 
the NUT. Speakers: Colin Ramage (Vice President, Barking 
NUT) and Felicity Dowling (Liverpool NUTI 
2. Who controls education? Speaker: Roy Davies 
3 . Local Authority workers fight the cuts 
4 . Trade unions and the Tory government. Speaker: Wayne 
Jones (Militant Industrial Correspondent) 
There will be a creche and sandwiches available at the Com
munity Centre and accommodation can be arranged w ith local 
supporters . Cost £4 plus pooled fare. Write: Louise Birch, 1 09 
Northfield Road, Birmingham 30. Phone: 021 459 7903. 

NEW MILITANT 
PAMPHLET 

GREECE 
Workers 
Demand 

Socialism 

MILITANT 
READERS 
MEETINGS 

NOTTINGHAM ' No to Teb
bit' s anti-trade union Law'. 

At International Communi
ty Centre, 61 b Mansfield 
Road , Nottingham . Pete r 
Taaffe (Editor, Milit ant) , Dave 
Hardy (Nottingham NUR per
sonal capacity) . 

On Friday 7 May, 7 .30pm'. 

SHEFFIELD Militant Public 
Meeting, Falklands crisis : The 
Socialist Answer. Speaker: 
Gordon Nardell- Leeds LPYS . 
Friday 14 May, 7 .30pm. At : 
Stat ion Hotel, The Wicker, 
Sheffield . 

MARXIST WEEKEND 
SCHOOL 1982. Satur
day 26th June/Sunday 
27 June. This year's 
School will be held at 
Queen Mary's College, 
Mile End, London E1. 
Courses will include: 
Introduction to Marx
ism, Latin America, 
History of British labour 
movement, Women 
and the struggle for 
socialism, Permanent 
Revolution and colonial 
liberation. Full details 
will be announced next 
week. Book ·the date 
now! 

Just out_! 
Order 
Books, 
Terrace, 
3PN 

from World 
1 Mentmore 

London E8 

EAST LONDON Militant 
Public Meeting. " 600th edi
tion, build Militant". Monday 
10 May, 7.30pm at Fairholt 
House , Whitechapel High 
Street, London E1 . (Near 
Aldgate East Tube Station, 
buses: 253 , 25, 1 0) . 
Speakers : Lynn Walsh
Militant Editorial Board, Terry 
Fields- Prospect i ve 
Parliamentary Candidate for 
Kirkdale, Liverpool, Fi re 
Brigade Union (personal 
capacity) . 

Third Kent Militant Weekend 
School will be held on Satur
day/Sunday, 5 and 6 June. 
Three speakers + hotel bed, 
breakfast , evening meal. 
Only £7.50 (same as last 
year) . Further information 
contact: Selby Hotel, 7 Union 
Crescent, Margate . (Tel: 
0843-24309) . 

TEESSIDE Militant Readers 
Meeting: 'Falkland Islands 
Crisis' . Stockton YMCA, 
Room 9, 7 .30 pm, Monday· 
10 May . 

LPYS DAY SCHOOL 
'The fight back against 
unemployment". Speaker 
Bob Wright (Assistant 
General Secretary AUEW), 
Lawrence Coates (LPYS rep 
on Labour Party NEC) Frank 
Gates (AUEW Covenor 
Heathrow Airport). Saturday 
15 May 10.30-5.00. At 
Havelock Centre , Havelock 
Road, Southall . 

I 

I 

'i 
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ustr epo 
NHS WHY WE ARE 
Dispute . . FIGHTING 

1 In 1978, a survey 
for the government 

concluded that the am
bulance service should 
have one emergency 
vehicle per 12,000 peo
ple. 

This was accepted as 
DHSS standards. Yet in our 
area of Hedge End at night 
and weekends, we have just 
one for 52,000 people . In 
the day we have three 
vehicles, but two are com
mitted to outpatient work . 

There has been no in
crease on the night provi
sion since 1957 , yet the 
population of our area has 
soared since then. In the 
east of Southampton at 
nights and weekends, three 
vehicles cover at least 
100,000 people. 

Quite regularly one area 
has to respond to an 
emergency call in another 
area because no other am
bulance is available. For ex
ample, a Hedge End am
bulance has had to go to 
Gosport on. an emergency 
call, a distance of nearl y 15 
miles. 

20 minutes is given to 
mobili se a vehicle to an 
emergency call-that ~s just 
to find a vehicle which is 
available, not to get to th e 

emergency. If we think the 
service is lacking at all, 
there is no independent 
body to which we can make 
complaints. 

The ambulance serv ice 
has been starved of money. 
Both population and costs 
have risen, but expenditure 
hasn't. The ambulance ser
vice isn't even classified as 
an emergency service-only 
fire, police and armed 
forces are. Increasingly, the 
service is run on the hope 
that emergency calls are 
staggered and don ' t come in 
all at once. 

The job is difficult , with 
a very high stress factor. 
Not only do we have to 
drive at speed through traf
fic, we suffer risks through 
infection and even violent 
patients. Just recently, one 
ambulancemen in our area 
was twice punched in the 
face b y a patient' s 
relative-he got £20 com
pensation . 

An ambulanceman needs 
many ski lls from dri ving to 
first aid and medi ca l 
knowledge. Yet our pay is 
still very low. When an am
bulanceman starts, he does 
a year's training on days . 
His pay is £67 a week. 

A qualified am-

bulanceman working shifts 
gets a basic of £82 a week. 
We only manage by doing 
large amounts of overtime, 
which is nearly always 
available. 

This covers for holidays, 
sickness etc, but al so 
because we have ~::Jh vacan
cies. The minimum starting 
age is 21, by wh ich age 
many people have families 
and so on . A year earning 
£67 a week when you start is 
then impossible-you 'd be 
better off on th e dole. 

Our retirement age is 65, 
but very few ambulancemen 
are able to work through to 
that age because of the toll 
the job takes . · 

Both of us have learnt 
lessons from our experience 
as ambulancemen . We both 
became active in the union, 
and have now just joined 
the Labour Party-both of 
came to see that you· cannot 
separate trade unionism 1 
and socialism . 

Nick Brooks 
interviewed two 

ambulancemen in 
Hampshire who 

are members 
of NUPE 

-' u.. 
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Hospital workers at Prestwich Hospital show their determination to gain the 12% for all health 

workers. 

The Scottish Ambulance 
Service has not waited for 
the introduction of Tebbit 's 
Bill to put the boot into 
trade union members. They 
have started by sacking Bro . 
Caddell for talking to the 
press about hi s suspension 
on a trumped up charge. 

It 's purely co-incidental 
that this man is one of th e 
most outspoken opponents 
of the cuts which have 
taken place in the service. 
When his dismissal was an
nounced it provoked such 

anger that some of his col
leagues staged an immediate 
one hour st rike. 

Thereafter 60 NUPE 
members took part in a fur
ther 2-hour strike on Mon
day 19th April. Shop 
stewards are now hoping 
that all 250,000 NUPE 
members in Scotland will be 
in vo lved in industrial action 
in support of their col
league .. 

If management can 
di sro ;;e of ·a branch 
secretary in this manner 

then all union act1v1sts are 
threatened with similar 
treatment. However, disap
pointment has been express
ed about the lack of support 
thi s case has so far had 
from NUPE's national 
leaders. Support from the · 
leadership would be seen as 
encouragement for any ac
tion undertaken . 

By Margie Hughes 
(NUPE Northern 
Hospital Branch 

Glasgo~) 

Lynemouth Colliery cu~~i~gham 
(EIIington NUM) JEWEL 

& RAZOR 
A strike has broken 
out at Lynemouth 
colliery, Nor
thumberland , in· pro
test at the way the 
manager is treating 
the men. 

Anger and frustration 
have been building up for 
months and the final straw 
came when shearer men 
who had been promised 
lOOOJo bonus were only paid 
65%. 

Now the whole pit is out 
on strike and safety cover 
has been withdrawn. Ell
ington Colliery is also being 
affected because all coal 
from Ellington is d.rawn out 
by one belt into the 
Lynemouth warehouses. 
That belt has been stopped. 

So even though Ellington 
is not in dispute, Ellington 
men have been laid off. 
Under the Employment 

Protection Act workers laid 
off through no fault of their 
own are entitled to a 
guaranteed payment from 
teir employer. 

But even though two 
separate collieries are in
volved, in this case we still 
come under the same 
employer, i.e. the Coal 
Board. Therefore at pre
sent, the Ellington miners 
are laid off without pay and 
are only entitled to claim 
unemployment benefit. 
This has strengthened the 
hand of the Coal Board in 
this dispute as they are now 
trying to play off one group 
of workers against the 
other. 

Lynemouth are determin
ed not to return to work un
til their grievances over pay 
are settled. They have 
already passed a vote of no 
confidence in their manager 
and deputy manager. If 
they return to work now 

bonus payments will be 
reduced to nothing and the 
manager will have virtually 
a free hand. There is even 
the possibilit y that the NCB 
will close the colliery down. 

As yet Ellington NUM 
branch have come to no 
decision other than to con
tinue sending safety men in
to Ellington Colliery and to 
continue clocking on every 
day in order to qualify for 
unemployment benefit. The 
blame for this dispute lies 
squarely on the shoulders of 
the Lynemouth manage
ment backed up by the Coal 
Board. They are responsible 
for the confrontation. 

The only way that the 
dispute can be resolved si 
for the Ellington miners to 
come out in support of 
Lynemouth, so the NCB 
would continue to be losing 
the profits from 10,000 + 
tonnes of coal per day in
definitely. 

If the NCB are prepared 
to do this rather than pay 
the Lynemouth miners a de
cent bonus then the action 
could be stepped up and 
broadened . With the two 
biggest collieries out, the 
next stage would be to gain 
support throughout the rest 
of the area. If the issues are 
made clear then this will not 
be difficult. 

There is already a feeling 
of support throughout the 
coalfield, especially at 
Ashington Colliery which is 
under threat of closure, 
even though there are plen
ty of coal reserves left to 
work if the money for new 
development was forthcom
ing from the Board. 

Only if the NUM is 
united against management 
and the NCB will it be 
possible to resolve the 
Lynemouth dispute; fight 
back against closure plans, 
and strengthen the union. 

/RSF Conference By Steve 
Higham 

The Agenda of the IRSF 
Conference at Peebles 
once again reflects the 
growing political 
awareness of civil ser
vants, and the struggle 
for a fighting pro
gramme and leadership 
for the union. 

Although many good 
motions which would have 
committed the Executive to 
wagin'g campaigns and 
organising action have fail
ed to be picked for debate, . 
Conferen~ will have the 
chance to adopt many im· 

provements in policy and 
organisation. 

Many lessons on the need 
for trade union unity have 
been learnt from the pay 

. campaign, and motions 
callin2 for permanent local 
joint union committees 
and for the discussion of 
amalgamation with other 
unions are to be discussed. 
The need for a regional 
structure for the IRSF will 
also be put forward. 

Opposition to the policies 
of the Tory Government 
runs through the motions. 
Conference will be called on 

to oppose the "Employ
ment Bill" and Tebbit's so
called "training scheme". 

The motions calling for 
recruitment of YOP 
workers into the IRSF 
should also be supported, 
though some office Whitley 
committees are now correct
ly refusing to accept these 
schell)es. 

Co~ference should give 
concfete support for the 
unemployed by fighting for 
full tfine jobs, and suppor
ting the call for total bans 
on overtime and casual 
work. -

The need for more than 
industrial action is also be
ing learnt in this formerly 
non-political union. Con
ference will be asked to af
filiate to CND, and to open 
the discussion on the situa
tion to the Labour Party. 

The Conference Agenda 
shows the growing influence 
of socialist ideas among 
IRSF members, and an in
creasing awareness that on
ly a _socialist programme 
and leadership can defend 
IRSF members from the at· 
tacks of the Tories. 

21 WEEKS ON STRIKE 
As our dispute enters 
its .21st week, we 
need continued help 
from all labour and 
trade union 
organisations to win 
our case. 

On I December last, at 
3.45 after working all day, 
management called our con
venor and a colleague into 
the office and in five 
minutes they were made 
redundant with no con
sultation. 

The next morning before 
work began, a mass meeting 
was held and the vote was 
unanimous in supporting all 
out strike action to gain 
reinstatement for the two 
victimised colleagues. From 
then until now, 38 members 
have been on picket duty 
outside the factory. 

The dispute was made of
ficial by the AUEW District 
Committee in Sheffield. As 
support was gained 
throughout the working 
class movement, manage
ment played what they 
thought would be the card 
to break us. On 25 January 
we all received our dismissal 
notices , by recorded 
delivery. 

These were all collected 
and, on instruction from 
the District Secretary, we 

posted them · back to the 
company and fought on. 

Delegat ions have been 
travelling the country to 
gain support. But the only 
way we are going to win is 
the "blacking" of the com
pany's products. This has 
fallen on deaf ears in some 
sectors. This, we believe is 
in anticipation of the new 
Tebbit Bill when blacking 
will be outlawed. 

But there is a long way to 
go before the bill becomes 
law. Qur fight has already 
taken the bill on and others 
will undoubtedly take the 
question up in the near 
future. 

The Bill is a flagran t at
tack on the whole trade 
union movement and must 
be fought by everyone with 
an interest in the working 
class of this country . Our 
fight continues agai!lst a 
bigoted management, in the 
fight against compulsory 
redundancies and for the 
right to organise in the 
work place. 

Please make all donations 
to Jewel Razor Strike Fund 
c/o D Bramell, 10 Parson 
Cross Road, Sheffield S6 
IJU. 

By Jewel Razor 
Strike Committee 



in 
Rail 

Workers 
British 
Engineering Ltd 
are now finding 
themselves next 
in line for closure 
and redundancies 
due to govern
ment cutbacks. 

Thatcher's servants in 
BREL propose to close 
Horwich and Shildon works 
and partially close Swindon 
with other cuts in other 
workshops, a loss of 5,000 
jobs in all, mainly in areas 
of high unemployment. 

This is meeting with enor
mously hostile opposition, 
not just from the workers 
most affected . A mass 
meeting at Glasgow BREL 
showed that ] be attempted 
bribe to other workshops 
that they might possibly 
hike over part of the work 

normally done in Shildon 
and Horwich does not wash. 

Workers totally rejected 
HR's plans and voted in 
favour of two resolutions put 
by the Works Committee. 
One was for the setting up of 
a committee for closer 
communications between 
unions in the 13 BREL 
workshops. 

The other called for 
rejection of the Board's 
proposed closures and re
dundancies and industrial 
action if necessary, to 
prevent these. 

Workers in Glasgow wor
kshops favour united action. 
to preserve the jobs of all 13 
workshops. The rail unions 
must answer the call to lead 
a fight through industrial 
ac-tion if necessary to throw 
a spanner in the plans of the 
Tories before they totally 
destroy BREL. 

By Jim McVicar 
(TGWU 

Glasgow Works) 

Swindon-mass meeting 
backs action 

The mass meeting of BREL 
employees in Swi nd on 
workshops on 29 April 
showed by the big turnout 
and sometimes very strong 
language · how it felt about 
the proposed redundancies 
and eventual closure of . 
Swindon workshops. 

Management 's intention 
is to close the workshop and 
transfer the workload to 
Derby or Crewe. The 
policies put forward by the 
works committee and 
agreed to by a show of 
hands were: 
1. To maintain the pressure 
for a general fight against 
the closure of Railway 
workshops, through the 
organising of a TUC sub
committee to organise for 
the whole of the public sec
tor, and campaign fo r the 
programme of investment 
as needed to expand and 
maintain the Railway in
dustry. 
2. To increase the lobbying 
of parliamentary represen
tatives who serve the district 
to mobilise the transport 
group of MPs within the 
house for the raising of the 
modernisation programme 
in -parliamentary business. 
3. To oppose any transfer 
of work to other workshops 

or outside contractors. 
4. To seek the full support 
of ASLEF, NUR and 
TSSA, in the region. 
S. To seek the support of 
the local council by their 
refusal to assist with plann
ing permission concerning 
any Railwa y properly 
destined to be hived off to 
private industry. 
6. The closure of the ap
prentice training school is a 
major blow for the youth of 
Swindon and the full sup
port of parents is needed to 
keep this facility in opera
tion. 
7. · Failure by the Govern
ment to detract from its pre
sen t destructive policies will 
result in a demand for a na
tional st ri ke which. would 
include the Lo ndon 
Undergrou nd system . 
The time has come for all 
unions to close ranks and 
fight the Tory ·Government 
with every available means. 
T he future of our children 
and their children must be 
assured now, by agreeing to 
long term policies. 

By G Clark 
(Shop Steward, 

Swindon) 
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Industrial Reports 

Railworkers lobbying the NUR leaders last month at the TUC last month. ·Now they are demanding action to save BREL jobs. 

SHILDON 
. On 29 April, all Shildon 
showed solid opposition to 
the proposal by British Rail 
to close the workshop. 

Out · of oopulation of 
14,000 over 5,000 were -on 
the march with a further 
thousand on the streets in· 
support. 

As well as workers from 
BREL workshops other fac
tories, offices and shops 
joined the march as did 

many from the schools. 
Even children at a primary 
school were out shouting 
support for the demon
stration. 

Shildon relies on the 
workshop for existence. Go
sure would mean over 300Jo 
unemployment. Many of the 
posters and workers on the 
march mentioned Consett. 

"We didn't want to go the 
same way, a few weeks 
spending boom and then a 
ghost town," said one young 
worker. In this area Con sett 
is a haunting sign of Tory 

WANDSWORTH DAY 
OF ACTION 

Wandsworth local 
authority workers are 
continuing their action 
against the Tory coun
cil's plans to privatise. 
The dustmen are still out 
and still picketing. 

This -bold action by 
Wandsworth workers has 
been given full support by 
shop stewards representing 
local government manual 
workers in London. 

The London Local Auth
ority Joint Shop Stewards 
Committee (LLAJUSSC) 
meeting on 29 Apri l, was 
attended by over a hundred 
stewards from all over 
London with one fraternal 
delegate from Peterborou
gh , where they are also 
fighting privatisation. 

Dennis English, from 
Wandsworth GMWU, spo-

ke on behalf of the Wands
worth shop stewards in 
calling for a 24-hour 'day of 
action' on 10 May, both in 
support of Wandsworth and 
as a warning to other Tory 
councils not to try privatis
ation in other boroughs. 

Efforts will be made to get 
the biggest possible support 
for the action, and strike 
action is likely in some 
boroughs . 

The 10 May day of 
action will focus around a 
protest march starting from 
Oapham Common at lOam 
and marching to Wands
worth Town Hall. 

By Vince 
Roethlin-g 

(Wandsworth Manual 
Workers Strike 

Committee) 

closures and the misery _of 
unemployment. 

Shildon football ground 
had an over-capacity crowd 
for the speakers who gave 
support to the -workers' 
fight. As one worker said; 
"this is our Falkland Is
lands, we intend to repel the 
aggressor." A huge wave of 
booing greeted any mention 
of Maggie Thatcher. 

The support of the Con
fed was promised by Bill 
Purvis who "g uara nteed 
that the Confed will not be 
fou nd wanting and will use 

For three weeks now, work
ers at Famous Names, 
Bristol have been on strike 
for decent wages. 

Management offered the
se low_paid workers 5% plus 
strings but workers are 
determined to stick out for 
£10 across the board . 

Support, both in messag
es and nnance has come in 
from unions; Labour Parties 
and LPYS branches. A 
delegation from T Lucas, a 
Bristol firm who were invol
ved ·themselves recently in a 
struggle against redundan
cies, visited the picket line 
and donated £50. 

At the Bristol May Day 
rally, Famous Names shop 
steward Joe Rattray spoke 
on the platform along with 
Ton y Benn and Marie 
Paterson, TGWU National 
Womens Officer , and was 

any measures. The NUR has 
also already warned of 
national action to stop the 
closures. 

This is the way to victory, 
a united campaign of all 
unions nationally can stop 
the Tories in their tracks. A 
victory here would be a real 
gain for all workers and a 
setback for the Tories 
throughout the country._ 

By Bill 
Hop wood 

loudly applauded when he 
pointed out that the fight 
against low pay was every 
worker's fight. A collection 
raised £65. 

Shop· ·stewards at - the 
Southport sister plant met 
with Bristol colleagues and 
showed their united deter
mination to force the bosses 
to meet their demands , a 
determination which has 
been shown .here by the 
presence of part time work
ers on the picket line. 

The strikers feel they have 
gone too far now to turn 
back. Your support is vital. 
All donations to Tony Fear, 
TGWU 3/245 Transport 
House, Victoria Street, Bri
stol. 

By Damhnait 
Dark in 
(NUPE) 

CPSA P&TConference Back the paper 
that backs you 

"This conference notes 
that British Telecom
munications has been 
unable to reassure its 
workforce that redun
dancies can be ruled out 
in the foreseeabl~ future. 

"On · the contrary, the 
Chairman of the Board has 
recently pledged a 25!1/o 
reduction in costs . Inevitab
ly this will mean less 
investment, cuts in jobs and 
a slashing of members ' 
living standards. 

"This conference is de
termined to strain every 
nerve and muscle to ensure 

that not one job or penny is 
clawed back from CPSA 
members . Conference de
mands a massive campaign 
among the membership, if 
and when necessary, ex
plaining the need to actively 
oppose voluntary/ compul
sory redundancy." 

Unquestionably this com
posite (motions 151 , 152, 
153 Liverpool GMO) em
braces the anger and hostil
ity of the overwhelming 
majority of CPSA members 
towards the hiving off of 
Briti s h Telecommuni
cations. 

The CPSA P&T Group 
Conference (9th -11th 
May) must give notice to the 
employer that any plans for 
job losses will be reduced to 
ashes under the feet of a 
campaign of industrial act
ion by all unions in the Post 
Office and BT. 

Other motions which Will 
take the membership for
ward include Composite 
motion 7 (from Manchester 
Central) which calls for "an 
across the board pay rise for 
all CPSA represented grades 
as opposed to a percentage 
increase" and composite 12 

(Liverpool) opposing the 
Government's 4% pay limit. 

Composite 22 (Manchest
er South) calling for the 
"abolition of the age related 
incremental scales", if im
plemented, would lift young 
workers from the depths of 
cheap labour. 

Additionally, the claim 
for a shorter working week 
is vital and needs to be 
backed "by a campaign of 
industrial action" (motion 
43 Belfast). These motions 
deserving of support will 
undoubtedly receive wide 
support among the deleg
ates. 

Every time workers take 
action to defend their jobs 

· and living standards, the 
vicious role of the press can 
be seen. Hospital workers, 
railway workers, dockers, 
trade unionists in occupat
ion to stop redundancies, all 
are insulted and grossly 
misrepresented by the Tory 
press. 
Militant, on the other 

hand, exposes the Tory lies 
and faithfully reports the 
struggles of working people, 
calls for a campaign against 

the Tory attacks and fights 
for a socialist alternative to 
the Tory government. 

And we rely on the 
donations of workers to 
build our circulation and 
help our paper become even 
bigger and better. Give 
generously to our fighting 
fund [see page 13] an~ take 
up a collection. New Fight
ing Fund Collection Cards 
are now available from 
Militant, 1 Mentmore Ter
race, London E8 3PN. 

. . . ~: 
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UNITE 
AGAINST 

JOB 
LOSSES 

Workers at Hor
wich BR work
shops are calling 
for an all-out rail 
strike to save jobs 
threatened in the 
latest BR plans. 

At a recent rally in the 
town, the works committee 
assistant secretary, Dennis 
Green said "We shall be 
pushing our people at 
national level to call a 
national rail strike. 

"That would bring in the 
triple alliance . .. we shall 
take any action we feel 
necessary to fight for jobs at 
Horwich and in the railway 
industry". This is the mess
age that will be taken to 
London on 5 May where 
there will be tw~ seperate 
delegate conferences to 
decide on policy. Workers 
are demanding that both the 
Confed and NUR start 
all-out action. 

The workers 
been fooled by 
of proposing di 
roaches to job l 

DO 
Ten years 
first majo 
struck 
Heath's I ustrial 
Relations Act by Bri
tain's dockers, a ma- '
jor confrontation is 
now looming with 
the present Tory 
government over the 
same issue. 

The conflict, as in 1972, 
concerns the ·non-scheme 
ports and wharves. Dockers 
are demanding that these 
ports should come under 
the umbrella of the Dock 
Labour scheme. 

These are the regulations 
which cover all registered 
dock workers and most im
portantly protect them from 
forced redundancy. 

In 1972 dockers came out 
on strike and picketed non
scheme wharfs and certain 
other places which were per
forming dock work but not 
employing dockers. 

Employers were building 
up non-scheme wharfs in 

By Gerry 
Lerner 

action committee at Hor
wich, uniting workers from 
all sections of the works 
including salaried staff, was 
set up in anticipation of 
these proposed cutbacks. 
They organised the oppos

ti'tion to BR's plans very 
rapidly. 

On 20 April, BR gave 
notice that they intended to 
make 439 workers redun
dant. This so-called "soft 
option" was withdrawn 2 
days later when wey ann
ounced plans to close the 
Horwich works. 

On that day, 80 delegates 
from Horwich , joined rep
resentatives from other wor
kshops in a large lobby of 
the railshop National Coun
cil to demand no compuls
ory redundancies. The next 
day F 23rd the entire 

walked 
-~~'o attend a mass 

ly ~ut SJt~•ner 
( 1 if1t5 i"Gw'U 

branch 
Hull docks) 

order to by-pass the 
organised wharfs. The 
benefits for the employers 
using non-scheme wharfs 
spoke for themselves, low 
wages, low manning scales 
and the right to hire and 
fire. 

The last Labour govern 
ment introduced the 1976 
Dockwork Regulations Act 
but failed to get through 
Parliament their proposal 
to extend the Dock Labour 
Scheme. The present Tory 
government now have to 
either extend the scheme or 
repeal the 1976 Act. 

A vital rok has been 
played by the unofficial Na
tional Ports Shop Stewards 
Committee in securing sup
port for lhe extension of the 
scheme, which has led to 
the T &GWU recalled docks 
delegates conference calling 

There was no doubt of the 
mood of workers there, as 
they carried unanimously a 
resolution to fight closure 
and compulsory redundan
cies . On 26 April, there was 
a mass walk-out and a 
protest march through the 
town. 

The march numbered 
3,000 and received tremen
dous support from the local 
population. At the rally, the 
call was made for a national 
rail strike. 

Even the local chamber of 
trade pledged full support to 
the workers. Local shop 
keepers realised that the 
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closure of the works would 
threaten the existence of 
many of their local small 
businesses. 

It appears at the moment 
that BR intend to retain the 
mechanised iron foundry 
and the spring section. The 
foundry has been completely 
modernised over the last 6 
years at a cost of over £4 
million. 

Many workers believe 
that the money spent on 
modernisation will go to 
assist the profits of private 
asset strippers when these 
sections are sold off. 

At Horwich there are 

currently 250 apprentices 
~nder training. As the 
works is the only major 
employer left in the town , 
there wt..re 700 applicants 
when 30 new apprentice
ships were recently advert
ised. These new starts have 
been kicked back already in 
anticipation of the closure. 

Recently, Rail News quo
ted BREL Personel Director 
as saying to apprentices at 
an award presentation 
"when the economy picks 
up, you youngsters will help 
form the backbone of the 
country's engineering ind
ustry". 

On the contrary, if BR 
plans are allowed to succeed 
there will be another major 
blow at the base of engineer
ing industry in this country. 

The local councils in the 
area, Wigan, Bolton, the 
major district councils, par
ish councils in Blackrod and 
Horwich have pledged sup
port. In fact the Horwich 
Parish O:luncil has donated 
£200 to the fighting fund , 
and they are sending a 
delegation to lobby Parker 
and the BR Board . 

See also page 15 

FIGHT 
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BRITAIN & 
IRELAND 
13 issues ••• £4.00 
26 issues... £8.00 
52 issues ••• £16.00 

total national 
lOth May. 

e has heen 
because of the 

Fal crisis, hut it has 
not heen put off for good. 
With international support 
already promised an~· 
strike could be the beginn
ing of a real fightback by 

the labour movement 
against the Tories .and their 
attempts to destroy the 
trade unions in this country 
as this will be the first major 
clash since the Prior 1980 
Act, and comes just before 
Tebbit's Act is due to 
become law. 

DONAH ... 
I would like to 
donate £ p 
each week/month 
to the fighting fund 

EUROPE 
(by air) 
26 issues .•. £9.00 
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RF.ST OF WORLD 
(by air) 
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52 issues ... £28.00 

SELL ... 
I would like to sell 
.... papers per week 
(minimum 5) on a 
sale or return basis 

Name ...... ....... ............ . .. ...... . 

Address ........................•........ 

Make cheques payable to MILITANT and 
mum to the Qrculation Department, MILl· 
TANT;l Mentmore Terrace, London"E8 3PN. 
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