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"I can't sleep at night" The 
young worker slumped in
to the chair in the careers 
office. He explained that he 
had terrible back ache and 
was depressed about his 
future work prospects. 

It turned out that he 
was on a YOP scheme 
called a Work Experience 
on Employers' Premises 
(WEEP) for 6 months 
training in catering. 

For the first 3 months of 
the scheme all he'd been do
ing was washing up and peel
ing spuds. His back ache was 
due to standing on his feet all 
day , bending over. 

When he started he'd been 
told that he would learn dif
ferent aspects of working, 
spending time with the cooks 
learning pastry making, 
sauce preparations, etc. 
After all; he was on a 'train
:ing scheme.' As he said, he'd 
been 'training' to wash up all 
his life· at home! 

We looked into the YOP 
· scheme to find out what was 
going on. The Supervisor felt 

· that no-one in the catering 
1: trade would learn anything 

.... until they'd spent some time 
. .. at 'the'' bottom. But this was 
: -·a ~-training scheme' we said, 

and were told 'what can you 

By Peter 
Mumford 

(Erith and Crayford 
LPYS) 

learn in 6 months? ' 
There are hundreds of 

WEEP schemes like this, 
young people exploited, do
ing the dreariest jobs day in, 
day out , conned onto the 
schemes because th~y were 
told they would get a 
training. 

The scheme is run b}' a 
Local Authority and has 
been agreed by the unions 
concerned, but do the unions 
monitor their own schemes? 
Do they have any control? If 
they campaigned for all 
trainees to join the unions 
and encouraged them to at
tend branch meetings and 

Continued on back page 

Thatcher seeks to 
wreck the NHS 

Maggie Thatcher put 
herself forward at the 
Tory Party con
ference - as the 
defender of the N a
tional Health Service, 
like a modern 
Boadicea. How sick 
can you get? 

On the same day that she 

uttered those immortal 
words, health authorities up 
and down the country were 
announcing plans to cut 
down the level of the health 
service to an all-time low. 

The Harlow District 
Health Authority has an
nounced the closure of the 
casualty unit and a womens' 
surgical ward in Harlow 
hospital and the closure of 
the alcoholic unit at the 

Bishops Stortford 
hospital-all from 1st 
November. 

The Health Authority 
came out with the staggering 
statement, just a few weeks 
ago, that they could balance 
the books if there weren't so 
many new patients! 

Yet the savings intended 
by the closures are 

Continued on back page 

£35,000 
MAGNIFICENT 
ACHIEVEMENT 

£13 thousand in a week 
breaks ali records for Mil i
tant' s Fight ing Fund and 
sh ows our paper can on ly 
go f rom strength to 
st rength! 

A treme ndous last 
minute rally from our sup
porters brought us some 
massive individual dona
tions (£I ,500, £500 and a 
promise of £2,000) plus 
£50s and £25s for which 
many thanks are due. 

But there was alse a 
flood of smaller donations , 
£10s, £Ss and £Is. Some 
were sent with messages 
like " please accept thi~ 
donation to help fight the 
witch hunt' ' (Sarah Bar
reil, Hitchen, with £10) . 

Most significant of all, 
readers from the most hard 
up sections of society are 
pinning their hopes on 
Militant and sending their 
last pennies to speed the 
victory of socialism. 

Many thanks to every 
contributor. 

£1,470 has been ' pboned 
in since the chart on page 
13 was finalised and that 
has taken us to £35,095 -
past our target! 

We are confident that 
more and more readers will 
give regular donations to 
build Militant and will col
lect amongst fellow 
workers to build a daily 
workers' newspaper by the 
end of next year. 
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Labour must champion the interests ol youth 
The Tory policy document entitled 
'The Right Approach' has sections that 
deal with 'individual enterprise', 
'priorities for cuts', 'liberating profits', 
'strengthening the law', and many 
others, but there are no sections at all 
that deal with youth. For the young 
people of Britain the Tories have more 
than matched up to their promises: 
they offered them nothing and they 
gave them nothing. 

Young people, probably 
more than any other section 
of society today, have been 
driven into a blind alley by 
Thatcherism. More than a 
million under-25s are on the 
dole including nearly 
280,000 who have been 
without a job for more than 
a year and 70,000 jobless for 
more than two years . 

Over half a million young 
people a year are sickened by 
being exploited on a variety 
of 'job schemes' that pay a 
pittance and offer no career 
at the end. In the next two 
years two-thirds of all school 
leavers will be going straight 
on to the unemployment lists 
or onto one of these cheap 
labour schemes. 

Young people still at 
school know all this and it 
makes their own education 
seem all the more pointless. 

Moreover, because of high 
unemployment, the wages 
and conditions of those 
young people who do get a 

job have been eroded, as 
employers shamelessly ex
ploit the long queues of job 
applirants to intimidate the 
'lucky' ones who get the 
jobs. 

Among those youth in 
jobs, only 40 per cent of 
boys and 10 per cent of girls 
are on any kind of day or 
block release schemes to fur
ther their workplace train
ing. Why should tlieir bosses 
worry about 'careers' when 
they can get government 
subsidies to exploit cheap 
labour? 

The Youth Training 
Scheme cobbled together by 
Norman Tebbit, Tory 
Minister for Unemployment, 
has been received with 
universal hostility by youth. 
It is transparently clear that 
the Tories are aiming at two 
things and these two only: to 
doctor the monthly unem
ployment figures , and to 
force down the wages of 

young workers. 
None of the jobs in the 

Tebbit scheme will offer 
school leavers a real oppor
tunity to get a proper train
ing and a chance of a worth
while career. 

The Tories and their 
system have in effect con
signed hundreds of 
thousands of youth to the 
dustbin. 

The riots that took place 
the length and breadth of 
Britain in the summer of last 
year were due in no small 
way to the build up of anger 
and frustration felt by young 
people at the dead-end they 
face. 

lt is a scandal 
that NEC right 

wingers are 
seeking to stifle 

the LPYS 

No one should have ex
pected better. The Tory 
government represents the 
interests of big business, high 
finance, the banks, the Stock 
Exchange, the wealthy and 
the privileged in our society. 
They can never represent the 
interests of the majority of 
working class youth. 

It is only the Labour Par
ty and the trade union move
ment which can act in the in
terests of workers in general 

and the youth especially. The 
Labour Party must become 
the natural champion of the 
interests of youth. 

The reforms outlined in 
'Labour's Programme 
1982', passed by the Party 
conference, mark an impor
tant step forward in advan
cing many of the claims of 
young people. In particular, 
it is important that the 
Labour Party has no.w 
recognised the need, long 
since called for by the LPYS, 
to introduce a system of 
grants for all16-1?-year-olds 
staying on in full-time 
education. 

But for the Labour Party 
to gain the confidence of 
youth, it must also promote 
and foster the development 
of the Labour Party Young 
Socialists. 

It is nothing short of a 
scandal, at a time when 
youth unemployment is go
ing through the roof and 
young people are desperate
ly looking for a way· out of 
their situation, that the right 
wing on the NEC of the 
Labour Party are con
templating taking measures 
against the democratic rights 
of the LPYS by stifling its 
national committee, its 
regional committees or cut
ting its funds. 

There is an old adage in 
politics, that "he who has 
the youth has the future," 
and the Labour Party should 
ensure that it can win the 
youth by giving greater en-

couragement and support to 
the LPYS. There is no other 
political youth organisation 
in the country that could 
have matched the campaign 
conducted by the LPYS over 
trade union rights for 
YOPsters, including the na
tional lobby of Parliament 
last year, or that could 
match the demonstration 
this weekend in Liverpool. 

New voters will 
make up 1 0 per 

cent of the 
electorate at the 

next General 
Election 

With more resources, the 
LPYS would be mobilising, 
not tens of thousands, but 
hundreds of thousands of 
youth . What is more, the 
demands of the LPYS are 
more in tune with the real 
needs of young people: 
* for a guaranteed job for 
every school leaver 
* for trade union rights and 
conditions for all YOPs 
workers * for a minimum grant of 
£20 for all over 16 in full
time education * for a national minimum 
wage of £90 a week for all 
over 18 
* for a 35-hour week 
without loss of pay 

* for the scrapping nuclear 
weapons. 

In the context of a pro
gramme for fundamental 
social change-taking over 
the top 200 monopolies, 
banks and finance houses, 
abolition of the monarchy 
and the House of Lords, in
troducing a socialist plan of 
production-these policies 
would capture the imagina
tion of the vast majority of 
young people. 

Neither is the vote of 
youth inconsiderable. 
Whereas there is normally a 
majority of youth who sup
port the Labour Party, that 
was not the case in the 1979 
general election. 

The Labour Party must 
fight to restore its lost posi
tion. By the time of the next 
general election, there will be 
about 4 million young voters 
who were not eligible to vote 
in May 1979. In other words, 
about 10 per cent of the elec
torate will be new voters. 

The Labour Party must 
ensure that it is itself the 
main pole of attraction to 
youth , facing the horrors of 
Toryism. Labour must give 
the hundreds of thousands 
of young people on the dole 
and those in dead-end jobs a 
real perspective of social 
change. 

Capitalism offers nothing 
but a living nightmare for 
youth. The labour move
ment must offer the vision of 
socialism as the only hope 
for the future. 

POLISH WORKERS DEFY MARTIAL LAW 
The Polish bureaucracy announced last 
Friday that Solidarity, the opposition 
trade union, was decreed dissolved. 
The workers thought otherwise-it 
may be dissolved in law, but not in 
spirit. 

On Monday and Tuesday , 
in scenes reminiscent of the 
firs t strikes of 1980 that led 
to the creation of Solidarity , 
thousands of workers took 
part in protest st rikes and 
demonstrations, in defi ance 
of the government decree 
and martia l law. 

The gates of the Lenin 
Shipyard in Gdansk were 
fes too ned with banners 
declaring that "Solidarity 
L ives " , as we ll as 
photog rap hs of Lech 
Walesa, the interned leader 
of the union. Demonstra
tions began on the Monday 
afternoon and were qu ickly 
dispersed by the police, 
although disturbances con
ti nued overnight Monday in
to Tuesday and the next 
night. 

Barricades were set up by 
groups of workers as quick
ly as the army vehicles pull 
ed them down. Telephone 
and telex links were cut off 
from other Baltic ports of 
Szczecin and. Gdynia, in
dicating that there were 
strikes and protests there 
also. 

As we go to press, it has 
been reported that the Polish 
government has imposed 
military authority on the 
shipyards, making insubor
dination liable to court
martial. Hundreds of 
workers have been arrested 
as the bureaucracy moves 
swiftly to stifle the protests. 

By John Pickard 
Despite th e resemblance 

of these protests to those of 
August 1980 at the Lenin 
shipyard, few workers, even 
in Poland, would seriously 
expect this new movement to 
explode on anything like the 
same scale as it did at that 
time, when it led to the crea
tion of l 0 million-strong 
Solidarity. ~ 

Two days and nights of 
str ikes and fierce clashes are 
nevertheless a clear gesture 
of defiance on the part of 
groups of workers. The 
declaration of martial law 
last December may have 
been a serious defeat, but the 
spirit of the workers has by 
no means been crushed 
completely. 

The government, as well 
as banning Solidarity, has set 
up ne w o ffi cia l 'trade 
unions' in the hope of seduc
ing workers away fro m the 
'spirit ' of Solidarity. Com
munist Party members have 
been instructed to join the 
new official unions and there 
is now a campaign underway 
to persuade the big 
factories-the 200 or so key 
workplaces employing over 
10,000 workers- to follow 
suit. 

Polish workers may in
deed be pushed and coerced 
into joining the new unions. 
But they will have no illu
sions about their being 'free' 

Riot police shooting tear gas at workers demonstrating in Gdansk last 
August. This week's new clashes show that Polish workers are still capable 
of defying Jaruselski. 

or ' independent' of the 
governing bureaucracy. 

The totalitarian regime 
that governs in Poland 
would not tolerate a trade 
union movement that ge
nuinely sought to represent 
the interests of workers
because such a union would 
inevitably find itself making 
political demands that en-

croached upon the privileges 
and power of the 
bureaucracy itself. 

General Jaruselski, like 
the other bureaucrats, will 
do anything for Polish 
workers .. . . except get off 
their backs . 

As was explained in the 
Militant from the very birth 
of Solidarity, such a move-

ment would inevitably clash 
with the interests of the 
bureaucracy, and, even 
though it commanded mass 
support, Solidarity would in
evitably be crushed, if it did 
not set itself the task of over
throwing the bureaucracy. 

In the long run, however, 
it will not be the martial law 
regime of Jaruselski, but the 

Polish workers who will have 
the final say on the matter. 
Water cannons and tear gas 
will not break the will of the 
Polish working class to 
transform political relations 
in Poland , to carry through 
a political revolution that 
will give the working class ge
nuine control of the levers of 
the economy and the state . 

•j 
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, The system let me down Lothian 
Council 

Cuts 
Tory policies offer youth no future. 
Three LPYS members explain their 
reasons for going on the Oxtober 16th 
demonstration in Liverpool. 

An ita Brazier, age 17, 
Secretary Kirkdale LPYS on 
a YOPS scheme: 

"When I was doing '0' 
levels, I applied for 20 jobs 
and got nothing. I then lin
ed up a YOP scheme which 
was better than going on the 
dole. Thatcher and the 
Tories offer you no future. 
We've got to get rid of them. 
I thought the programme of 
the LPYS was correct. 

"The demo is part of a 
campaign to kick out the 
Tories. The Tories talk as if 
they are going to be in power 
for the next 50 years, but 
they must go." 

Gary Bogart, Secretary 
Walton LPYS. Age 20. 
Unemployed. · 

"I did '0'-levels and a 
business studies course, but 
the system let me down. I 
played by the rules and was 
put on the dole. I was on my 
own and wanted to organise 
with like-minded people. 
After considering the op
tions, I joined the LPYS. 

"I'm coming on the demo 
to build the LPYS because 
there are some youth who 
have given in. They have ac
cepted they have no future 
under the Tories. I want to 
try and get people involved 
in .the demonstration and the 
LPYS and let people see that 
the system offers them 
nothing. 

"The demo is not just to 
get people to march but to 
keep them active and show 
them there is an alternative. 
That alternative is the 
LPYS." 

John Graham, Secretary of 
Edgehill LPYS, age 21 and 
an unemployed sheet metal 
worker.' 

"I used to be in the CP 
but I found their ideas to be 
unsatisfactory. I then joined 
the Labour Party and got 
told about the LPYS and 
thought the programme and 
policies of the LPYS were 
correct. I thought they 
would offer me a future. I 
also found the LPYS to be 
very educational. 

"I was sacked because, as 
an apprentice, I objected to 
the boss not paying me a 
trade union rate. He tried to 
prevent me going to college 
and day release. He had paid 
my college fees in the past, 
but he said that if I wanted 
to get a trade union rate of 
pay, I would have to pay my 
own college fees. I accepted 
this, but iny boss wouldn't. 
I was victimised and sacked. 

"I'm coming on the demo 
to object to low wages paid 
to young workers. I want to 
meet other young workers 
and convince them that the· 
only way to get rid of the 
Tories is to join the LPYS 
and get organised. 

'Signing on .. 
in Harlow 

Harlow school 
leavers had a rude 
awakening to adult 
life under the Tories. 

The local careers office 
was so packed that it was 
impossible to get within 
yards of it! 

At least 30 youngsters 
were forced to wait in the 
corridor outside. Mind 
you there wasn't much 
worth waiting for-it 
seemed that all they had 
to offer was either a place 
on a YOP scheme or a 
place in the dole queue. 

It appeared as if the staff 
had their orders to keep the 
dole figures down by 'per
suading' youngsters to go on 
YOP schemes. One young 
girl we spoke to spent 30 
minutes being pressurised 
before she finally 
succumbed. 

Most of the schoolleavers 
we spoke to weren't going to 
be fooled at any cost-even 
though some were 'assured' 
that 90DJo of YOPs found 
work after completing their 
scheme. "No thanks," was 
the general reply. "I'm not 
going to be used as cheap 
labour." "What do I want 
to stand around in a shop all 
day doing nothing for?" 

Harlow YOP TURC 
members have tried to chan
nel this discontent in a 
positive direction. LPYS 
members have been were 
selling copies of of their se-

cond campaign broadsheet, 
"Signing On" at the dole 
queue and at the local YOP 
Centre, with the aim of en
couraging Harlow youth to 
come to the demo in Liver
pool on 16 October and to a 
public meeting we organised 
on 'Save jobs ... sack the 
Tories!' We have been very 
pleased with what we've 
achieved so far. Over 350 
copies have been sold and a 
great deal of interest has 
been expressed in the demo 
and the meeting. 

We've also been ap
proaching the labour move
ment to help finance the 
coach and to send delega
tions to the demo. We've 
already had donations from 
the local TUC, NUPE and 
several ward Labour Parties 
towards our campaign but 
the best news came when an 
AUEW shop stewards 
CTTE in a local factory 
(BOC Medishield) agreed to 
have a site collection from 
which they hope to raise at 
least £50. We're hoping that 
other local factories will 
follow this initiative! 

By Tom Taylor 
(Youth Officer, 
Harlow CLP) 

and Des Conway 
(Chairman, 

Harlow LPYS) 

Police frisk youth in Brick Lane Photo: Militant 

POLICE GO FOR 
A weighty manual contain
ing secret instructions and 
issued to all London police 
constables has come to light. 
Entitled, 'The Constable's 
Instruction Book', it reveals 
why urban youth complain 
of police harassment; con
stables are all but instructed 

YOUTH 
to ·stop them on sight, 
especially if they are carrying 
bags, parcels, etc. "Youths 
between the ages of 17 and 
20 must be especially watch
ed," it says. 

YOP worker in an old peoples home. Blylh. 

Collect cash 
for LPYS 

In all the campaigning activi
ty of the LPYS, finance is 
vital. LPYS members in 
Birkenhead were amazed at 
the response they received 
during a bucket collection 
for their demonstration on 
24 September and the o~
tiooal LPYS demonstration 
on 16 October. 

In just three hours of ac
tivity, £18.73 was collected. 
Starting at 6.45 am outside 
Cammell Laird Shipyards, 
eight members of the LPYS 
leafletted and collected 
money as workers went into 
the yards. 

If every LPYS member 
brought buckets or collecting 
tins to the 16 Octo her 
demonstration, then hun
dreds of pounds could be 
raised to continue the cam
paign for a better deal for 
YOPs and build the LPYS. 

By Leo McDaid 

Photo: D Doran (Militant) 

RHONDDA- 50°/o YOUTH 
UNEMPLOYED By Brychan Davies 

Pontypridd LPYS 

Nearly 50% of young people 
in the Rhondda are unem
poyed. Over half of those 
people who have a job travel 
outside of the valley to work. 
It is a centre of chronic ur
ban decay and bad housing. 

The traditional indsutry of 
the valley is coal-mining, but 
only three collieries remain. 
One, the Ty-Mawr is 
threatened with closure. In 
the Rhondda you don't need 
to be told about the misery 
of capitalism-you ex
perience it. 

Unemployment is not new 
to the Rhondda. The 
Treforest Industrial Estate is 

yet another museum of 
British capitalism. The road 
to it is called 'Power Station 
Hill' but the power station 
was closed years ago due to 
lack of demand. The first 
factory as you enter the 
estate is being knocked 
down. Most of the other fac
tories are ·either empty, on 
short time, or giving redun
dancies. At one time the rush 
hour traffic jams used to be 
a problem, not any more. 
Ironically, the only traffic 
jam lately was caused by the 
People's March for Jobs. 

It is not enough to just 
march and demonstrate 

about the evils of unemploy
ment. We must explain that 
there is a need for unemploy
ment in the capitalist system. 
The youth on the Wales 
Peoples March turned to the 
LPYS because of its pro
gramme. We understand the 
need to change the system. 
To replace not just the Tory 
government but the capitalist 
system with a socialist plan. 
That's the only solution to 
unemployment, and that's 
the message the new 
members of the LPYS in 
South Wales will be taking to 
the Liverpool demonstration 
in October 16. 

Conservative and 
Liberai/SDP Councillors 
on Lothian Regional 
Council have, they think, 
found a way round the 
vicious cuts they have im
posed on Lothian's work
ing people. 

They are going to use 
YOPsters to do minor irh
provements in schools and 
community centres! There 
are over 600 unemployed 
bricklayers and about 40% 
unemployment in the 
building trade in Lothian. 
These so-called "self-help" 
schemes range from roofing 
over a swimming pool to 
outdoor play equipment 
schemes. 

No one can deny the com
mitment to their children's 
education among working 
class communities, nor that 
the necessary organising and 
building skills are there, but 
no workers can honestly 
consider sabotaging the job 
prospects of their fellow 
workers. 

The Tories and their 
SDP / Liberal allies cut £1.5 
million from the budget for 
school repairs and minor im
provements, and now realise ' 
they have irreparably 
damaged school mainten
ance in Lothian. 

Their solution is to force 
local communities to raise 
cash for materials for much
needed school improvements 
and then use YOP"s labour to 
carry out the work. 

But only those com
munities where there is spare 
cash-not many with an 
unemployment rate of over 
12%-will be able to benefit 
from these "self-help" 
schemes. In working class 
areas· where people are still 
fortunate enough to be 
employed, most men and 
women have to work long 
hours of overtime. just to 
feed their families. They 
have no leisure for "self
help" . 

The result could be a two
tier system of educational 
maintenance-total neglect 
of working class areas in 
favour of middle class areas 
where people have leisure for 
the luxury of "self-help." 
And all to be carried out, if 
the Tories/ SDP get their 
way, through conscript 
YOPs labour. 

No thought is given to
their needs. They are to slave 
away on so-called "self 
help" schemes to satisfy the 
needs of greedy local 
capitalists-one firm got 
over £60,000 this year in the. 
rates return deal. 

The Lothian labour and 
trade union movement must 
mount a campaign now to 
ensure: 
I . Every child in Lothian has 
the right to a well
maintained school. 
2. Every YOPster has the 
right to a guaranteed job. 
3. Every unemployed 
building worker has the right 
to a proper job. 

By Madelaine 
Maines · 

(Labour Councillor, 
Lothian Region, 

personal capacity) 
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The best readers' meetings yet! 
Glasgow~~ 
"We have been called an irrelevance. 
Well if that's the case then a gathering 
such as this with over 400 goes some 
way to answering that!" 

These were the opening 
remarks of Bob Wylie as he 
introduced the speakers to 
the largest Militant Readers 
Meeting ever held in 
Glasgow. 

Steve Gavin , COHSE 
shop steward, from the 
Ravenscraig Hospital , got a 
really warm welcome in 
recognition of the struggle of 
the health workers. 

Derek Hatton, prospective 
parliamentary candidate for 
Liverpool Wavertree , hit out 
at the right wing of the 
Labour Party, and told how 
a workers wage for Labour 
MPs could help alleviate the 
party's problems . " The 
Parliamentary Labour Party. 
and MEPs had a gross in
come last year of over £6 
million. They gave £15,000 
back to the party. No 
wonder working people are 
cynical about our party and 
the individuals that represent 
it in Parliament." 

The main speaker of the 
evening was editor of Mili
tant Peter Taaffe; he ex
plained the implications of 
the ele~tion of a right wing 

national executive of the 
Labour Party, not only for 
Militant supporters but the 
left as a whole, something 
Militant warned of before 
party conference. 

Peter described the 
hollowness of the right 
wing's 'victory' , speaking of 
the divisions within the trade 
union delegations at 
conference. 

The tremendous at
tendence at the meeting 
marked an excellent finish to 
a week of public activity in 
Glasgow by the Labour Par
ty Y 0ung Socialists and 
Strathclyde Militant sup
porters . The previous Satur

. day, with the use of a 'magic 
bus ', over 150 papers were 
sold and dozens of names 
were collected for the 
Labour P.arty membership. 

A fitting end to the week 
came at the end of the 
meeting, when the 400 strong 
audience rose to sing the Red 
Flag and the Internationale. 
Marxism had returned in 
loud and large numbers to 
the Clyde. 

Liverpool,,~r social~ism. We~cannot 
The right-wing at
tacks and threatened 
witch-hunt of 'Mili
tant' supporters in 
the Labour Party has 
provoked massive 
support and interest 
in the ideas of Marx
ism by rank and file 
Labour Party 
members and Labour 
voters up and down 
the country. · 

Area after area is having 
its biggest and best meetings 
ever. Liverpool was a prime 
example where the Militant 
Readers Meeting attracted 
350 people, to hear Militant 
editor Peter Taaffe . Speak
ing before Peter, Terry 
Fields of the Fire Brigades 
Union and PPC for Liver
pool Kirkdale, said the par
ty needed to unite around 
socialist policies . He said, 
"It is in our hands to fight 

renege on our commitment 
as others in the party have 
done ." Tony Mulhearn , 
PPC for Toxteth also spoke. 

The horrors of Tory Bri
tain were graphicall y 
described at the meeting in 
Teesside, where 40 people at
tended to hear John Pickard. 
A speaker from the floor 
told how not only schools 
and hospitals had been clos
ed, but goalposts and a 
roundabout had been 
removed from a loc::tl play
ing field due to cuts in 
maintenance work, leaving 
the local children 
bewildered. 

Other meetings in the 
North East were well attend
ed . 130 attended the Newcas
tle meeting;_40 people, main
ly new to the ideas of Marx
ism came to the meeting in 
the mtnmg area of 
Ashington, and 70 people 
mainly miners, shipyard and 
industrial workers, attended 
the Sunderland meeting. 

Peter Taaffe, editor of Militant, addressed the 400•strong 
Militant Readers' Meeting in Glasgow 

Terry Fields who spoke at the meeting in Liverpool. Terry is an 
executive member of the Fire Brigades Union and is PPC for 
Liverpool Kirkdale 

John Pickard, who addressed 
the readers' meetings in the 
North East 

By Militant 
reporters 

Ted Grant, political editor of 
Militant 

Southampton~ 
In Southampton on a Mon
day night, 120 crammed in
to the conference room at 
the Civic Centre to hear Ted 
Grant, political editor of 
Militant speak at a public 
meeting. Ted explained the 
recent events at Labout Par
ty Conference, and the 
background to them. He 
hammered home that under 
the crisis of capitalism, there 
was no way forward for 
working people except on a 
socialist basis. 

After Ted spoke, there 
was an excellent discussion 
from the floor, with many 
questions on M ilitant's 
policies 

It was best summed up by 

the points that one worker 
raised. He explained how he 
had voted Labour in 
1974, but had been disillu- _ 
sioned by the Labour 
government attacking his 
standards of living. In 1979 
he had voted Tory, and 
again been disillusioned . 
Now he wanted to know 
what alternatives the Mili
tant had . It was his first ever 
political meeting, which was 
true for very many other 
people in the audience. 

Militant's ideas got a 
tremendous response in a 
very optimistic meeting, with 
£125 being collected for the 
Fightin·g Fund. 

Portsmouth 
"I joined the Labour 
Party two months ago 
because of the 'Mili
tant'-how can I give a 
regular donation to the 
fighting fund?" 

That was the reaction of 
one worker to the Militant 
Readers' Meeting held in 
Portsmouth last week. There 
was a lively discussion on the 
Labour Party conference 
and the witch-hunt, with the 
conclusion that Marxist 
ideas could never be expell
ed from the Labour Party. 

Every speaker gave ex
amples of the misery of life 

under the Tories ; a student 
doing chemistry at the Poly 
even described the age of the 
equipment he was supposed 
to work with, and -the im
possibility of finding decent 
accommodation in 
Portsmouth. 

A good collection for the 
fighting fund and sales of 
books and pamphlets round
ed off an excellent meeting
showing the increasing sup
port for the 'Militant ' in 
Portsmouth . 

Not everyone here is 
preoccupied with the raising 
of the 'Mary Rose ' ! 

r Conferences against the 
witch hunt 

Tribute to an organiser 
Plans are going ahead for 
a series of regional con
ferences up and down the 
country to fight the witch
hunt. 

The meetings have been 
called by the national 
Labour Steering Commit
tee Against Witch-hunts, 
elected by the 2,500 
strong Wembley con
ference on 11 September. 

Plans have not yet been 
finalised, but details so 
far are as follows: 

Tony Benn has agreed 
to address the anti-witch
hunt conference to be 

""" 

held in Bristol on the later 
date of December 11. 

Other regional con
ferences will be held 
earlier on 27 November: 

London: Conference to 
be held at the Friends 
Meeting House, Euston 
Road . 

Newcastle: to be held at 
the Tyneside Cinema, 
Pilgrim Street. 

Birmingham: to be held 
at Digbeth Civic Hall. 

Bradford: speakers will 
be Pat Wall, PPC for 
Bradford North, Terry 
O'Neill , president of the 

Bakers' Union, and 
political editor of Mili
tant, Ted Grant. 

Brighton: to be held at 
the Conference Centre 
(Foyer Hall) and speakers 
include Rod Fitch, PPC 
for Brighton Kemp 
Town. 

Glasgow: to be held at 
the Partick Borough 
Halls. Speakers include 
Ron Brown, MP · for 
Leith. 

Other conferences to be 
held on November 27 will 
be at Liverpool and 
Cardiff. 

Alec Auld died in Newcastle 
this week aged 81. Alec 
could be truly called one of 
the founding fathers of the 
labour movement in the 
Nort hern Region. Right up 
till the day he died his 
socialism never wavered. 

He had been a member of 
the Labour Party for nearly 
65 years, he had been expell
ed once for his ideas. He was 
an organiser for the ILP in 
the 1930s making a living 
from the commission he 
received from selling papers 
in the pit villages of Nor
thumberland. He spent three 
months in jail during the 
General Strike for organising 
the Cumbrian Miners. He 
organised branches of the 
ILP in areas as remote as 
Fort William in Scotland, 

where, when he left the area, 
the whole of the town's 
labour movement turned out 
to wish him well. 

He remembered the days 
of the Hunger Marches, the 
mass meeting's of the 
unemployed in Newcastle's 
Town Moor, where the local 
Tories used to 'buzz' the field 
in small planes in order to 
drown out the speeches. He 
was there the day that Jim 
Larkin came to Newcastle to 
appeal for support for the 
Irish workers during the 
1913 lock-out. 

He spoke recently at a ral
ly in Newcastle that Tony 
Benn addressed . He was an 
active member of the local 
Labour Party. He attended 
the local CND. There, his 
impassioned speeches show-

ing the class nature of war 
had a profound effect on all 
who heard him. 

He learnt his agitational 
style on the street corners, 
his ideas not only came from 
his own rich experience but 
also from his readings of the 
great teachers of our 
movement. 

Alec was an unrepentant 
Marxist, whose sharp mind 
and clear understanding 
stayed with him till the day 
he died. He will be sadly 
missed by us all , an inspira
tion to the young, a reminder 
of the rich traditions of our 
movement. 

By Jeff Price 



15 October i982•MILITANT S . 

Police harass Asian youth -
Following increasing numbers 
of racial attacks in Newham, 
East London, local organisa
tions have set up the 
"Newham 8 Defence 
Campaign". 

This follows an in
cident recently in 
which eight black 
youths were arrested 
near a local school. 
They had been 
among a group of 
black youths who 
had gone to the 
school that Friday, 
because on previous 
Fridays gangs of 
white racist youths 
had attacked children 
as young as ten years 
old. 

On this particular Friday 
it had been rumoured that 
the same thing was to hap
pen. Local Asian youths had 
gathered to defend the 
school students going home. 
But no group of white 
youths appeared. 

Instead, three men carry
ing truncheons jumped from 
a car and moved towards 

By Mark Avis 
(Barking LPYS) 

and Jane Lithgow 
(Wanstead & Woodford 

LPYS) 

some of the youths, who 
thought that they were 
fascists and that their police 
truncheons were sticks. A 
fight ensued, and suddenly, 
around 50-80 uniformed 
policemen "appeared" on 
the scene. 

The eight youths were 
then arrested on charges ·~ 
ranging from threatening · 
behaviour to actual bodily 
harm. One of the defendants 
was so badly beaten that he 
was in hospital for several 
days. 

Recently, marauding 
gangs of fascists have been 
asked by the police merely to 
disperse whilst one black 
youth was arrested for 
possessing an offensive 
weapon-a cricket bat-on 
his way from school! 

The Newham 8 Defence 

ARRESTED FOR 
SELF -DEFENCE 
Campaign says the whole in
cident was set up by the 
police and that the eight were 
framed. 

Unmesh Desai, a full time 
worker for the Newham 
Monitoring Project (set up 
by the Labour GLC) and 
secretary of the campaign, 
told us that this incident 
should be seen not as an 
isolated one, but as a reflec
tion of the racial attacks and 
polic~ harassmept which are 
part of ev-eryday ·life in 
Newham. 

The Defence Campaign, 
he·argued, should be widen
ed ·out from not just the 
religious and community 
groups, but to involve the 
whole local labour and trade 
union movement. 

Already a "steering com
mittee" of the campaign, 
elected at a recent public 
meeting, contains several 
Labour councillors. There 
has already been a picket of 
Forest Gate police station 
and a series of pickets and 

meetings have been planned. 
The next is on October 28 at 
East Ham Town Hall . 

A collection will be taken 
at · the big Ford plant in 
Dagenham where many of 
the local black community 
work, and there is the 
possibility of a one day strike 
of local school students in 
sympathy with the eight. 

This incident is only one 
example of racial attacks and 

police harassment in East 
London which will only 
begin to be solved when the 
police are truly and locally 
accountable and when 
socialism has wiped out the 
causes of racism . 

Details of the campaign, 
requests for speakers, and 
donations can be sent to 
Unmesh Desai, .c/ o Newham 
Monitoring Project, 285 
Romford Rd, London E7. 

Two of the 'Hounslow Seven' are to be sentenced this Mon
day, 18 October, at Acton Crown Court, London. Rajvir 
Singh Pawar has been found guilty of assault and Bhapin
dar Natha of assault and resisting arrest. 

They are among seven Asians arrested after a police raid 
on Hounslow Town Hall last year. Asian youth had hired 
the hall to raise funds for a youth club, but police raided 
it at midnight and many Asians were hit by the baton
wielding police. Rajvir's 58-year-old father, who was ar
rested, was particularly badly beaten, needing four weeks 
off work after the attack. Police brutality continued as the 
arrested men were taken to police cells. 

Local LPYS branches have helped the Asian youth cam
paign against the arrests. A further three Asians are still to 
be tried. 

A meeting of over 400 heard 
of the arrest of three Asian 
youths in Leicester. Two are 
charged with actual bodily 
harm on two white youths; 
the third is charged with 
obstruction. Jim Marshall 
MP and Patricia Hewitt, 
PPC Leicester East, were in
vited to speak. 

A picket was held outside 
the magistrates court as the 
three appeared 

The Defence Campaign's 
statement points out that the 
two white youths have a 
reputation for for in
timidating Asian members of 
the community. They had 
threatened the arrested 
Asians a couple of days 
earlier. There has recently 
been an increase in racist 
graffiti and arson attacks. 

One of the arrested suf
fered severe bruising on his 
left forearm. Racist abuse 
was hurled by the police and 
the Asian youths were denied 
access to their parents for a 
long time. 

The hearing ~as adjourn
ed until 14 October. Mean
while, messages of support 
and funds are needed for the 
"Leicester 3 Defence Cam
paign", c/ o Belgrave Com
munity Centre, Rotley 
Street, Leicester. 

By Gary Freeman 

The message from Tory conference-
Enoch Powell, the racist demagogue, returns to the fold. The 
Ulster Unionist MP called for repatriation at a fringe meeting at 
the Tory conference 

FLEECE,ROB AND BLEED 'EM 
''Talk of a crisis is absurd.'' Such a 
statement from the Tory Minister of 
Health, Kenneth Clarke, at last week's 
Tory Party conference gives an insight 
into the mentality and short-sightedness 
at this rally of the party faithful. 

Whereas the slogan 
presiding over the Labour 
Party conference was 
'Peace, Jobs and Freedom', 
the Tory slogan should be 
'Fleece, Rob and Bleed 'em'. 

Not for them any discus
sions about the reality of life 
under their policies, about 
mass unemployment, pover
ty and the destruction of the 
welfare state. The Tory Par
ty conference is an exercise 
for public consumption, 
with the rabid Tory ranks 
dismissing the plight of 
millions of workers in an 
avalanche of bigotry, double 

By Bob Wade 

standards, blinkerdness and 
stage management that 
wo uld put the Stalinist 
bureaucracies of the Eastern 
Bloc to shame. 

Falklands euphoria was 
still very much in evidence; 
even the platform resembled 
the flight deck of HMS In
vincible. Defence Minister 
Nott was given rapturous ap-

plause fer saving the British 
Empire. At least here he 
wouldn't be given any nasty 
questions (from the li kes of 
crypto-communist Sir Robin 
Day) that he would have to 
walk away from. 

Open debate, which would 
have shown the depth of the 
split within the Tory leader
ship, is not allowed of 
course. One young delegate 
attempted to point out the 
way the conference is rigged, 
but had the microphone 
switched off. He did manage 
to shout, however, 'This 
conference has been stage 
managed from start to 
finish!" No parliamentary 
seat for this young hopeful. 

The leak to the press that 
the Tories were planning the 
destruction of the National 
Health Service was glided 
over, although one delegate, 
a certain Ian Taylor, blurted 

out that the NHS should be 
put out to private contract. 
Mr Taylor no doubt had the 
welfare of the people at 
heart. He is also a director of 
a private health company. 

The real mood of the rank 
and file was to be found in 
the Tory members ' favourite 
subject, Law and Order. 
Here, amongst other 
enlightened demands from 
the hang and flog 'em 
brigade, was the call for Irish 
workers who live and work 
in Britain to have their vote 
taken away. Depriving half 
a million workers of the vote 
proved too extreme even for 
this Tory leadership-for 
this year, anyway. They will 
look at it next autumn 
instead. 

During this debate, Young 
Conservative Philip Pedley 
spoke darkly of 'parties 
within a party' (gasp) and a 

campaign being waged by 
'Tory Action' (Tor-reaction 
-geddit?). While he conve
niently forgot to mention 
how the YCs were becoming 
increasingly riddled with 
fascist sympathisers and NF 
members, he had a point, 
however. In the fri nge 
meetings around conference 

. the ultra-rights of Tory Ac
tion and the Monday Club 
were skulking around whip
ping up the Tory ranks with 
racist hysteria and talk of 
repatriation. Their guest of 
honour was the arch racist 
himself, Enoch Powell. 

Rumblings 
from the right 

But the neanderthal 
rumblings from the depths 
of the Tories' bigoted ranks 

we re successfully stage 
managed out ·of the public 
eye. Instead we got nice, 
smiling pictures of Mrs That
cher and entourage, taking 
standing ovations from row 
upon row of clean cut, blue 
rinse representa tives of the 
British way of life . 

You see, despite 
everything the Tory Party is 
a compassionate party. Why, 
they passed a resolution that 
said so. One delegate, Mr 
Howard Flight from Ber
mondsey, said that anyone 
who didn 't realise that the 
Tories were in fact a caring 
party " had to be deaf or 
blind." Before you start cup
ping your hand to your ear 
or squinting your eyes in 
search of that rare thing call
ed Tory compassion, don't 
worry, it's not you-the 
Tories and their system are 
the ones that are sick. 



The worry of Woolworth's 

What is the main concern of John Beckett, the new 
boss of Woolworth's as he contemplates which 
stores to close? It's his £201,000 golden handshake 
from his old firm, British Sugar, which was taken 
over two months ago. "Money can't compensate 
for the loss of a super job", he cried; but at least 
it gets him a better class of handerchief. Will his 
new employees be as generously rewarded if he tries 
to force through redundancies? It is believed that 
at his new post Mr Beckett will be paid a minimum 
of £65,000 a year. 

Out-right Reaction 

An indication of how far down the road of reac
tion the Tory Party has gone was the presence at 
last week's conference of Buster Mottram, represen
ting Shipley. This tennis star is well known for his 
past support for the National Front. And his 
behaviour last week shows it is not so much his ideas 
which have changed, but that he now finds a more 
receptive ear for them within the Tory Party. At 
fringe meetings he made strident demands for the 
repatriation of 'immigrants'. 

Invited to the Conference by M arcus Fox MP, 
Mottram declared that his aim was to get into 
Parliament. Asked by an Express reporter whether 
or not his past NF connections would not spoil his 
chances of this ambition he explained: "Look there 
are people who left the Tories when Ted Heath was 
in power who joined the NF. They are now back 
in the fold and in Parliament." 

First Law -of Robotics 

Marxists have often explained that whether or not 
11ew technology proves beneficial, depends upon 
who controls it. A socialist plan of production, bas
~d upon the ownership of the dominant areas of the 
~conomy, could make modern labour-saving 
devices benefit everyone. 

But a report tucked away in Computer Weekly, 
~3 September, shows how those who run capitalist 
mciety use new technology. Apparently a manage
ment consultant's report conducted for British 
Leyland states they are using more robots than 
needed on the production line to intimidate the 
11nions to accept sackings and low manning levels 
throughout the company. 

25 YEARS AGO 

In a week when Solidarity has been banned in 
Poland, it is worth recalling the comments of a 
liberal Polish weekly, Zycie Literackie, which 
flourished with some relative degree of freedom in 
the immediate aftermath of the Polish revolt of 
1956. In an article published September 1957, it 
reported that conditions facing workers in the in
dustrial town of Lodz were appalling. 
Three people had choked to death on a train 
because it was overcrowded. There were 30,000 TB 
cases in a city of 670,000 people. The complaints 
of workers were ignored as the bureaucrats took 
power to themselves. 

The magazine, Zycie Literackie cautiously com-. 
mented: 'There are men in important positions who 
would forget about the existence of the working
class if the workers did not remind them of their 
existence and of their feelings from time to time. " 

But it is not a question of asking bureaucrats to 
behave as democrats. In Eastern Europe the battle 
is to replace the totalitarian regimes with democratic 
states, genuinely run and controlled by workers. 
Because Solidarity's leadership refused to do this, 
it was tolerated for a while and then closed down. 
25 years ago, as the 1956 revolt ebbed away, 
maJ?azines such as Zycie Literackie lost what relative 
freedom they had enjoyed. 

Profits before health 
PRE-MENSTRUAL 

TENSION 

For thousands of 
women, one week in 
every four is living 
hell. I am one of 
these unfortunate 
women; I suffer from 
PMT (pre-menstrual 
tension or synd
rome). 

Forty per cent of all 
women have a significant 
problem and ten per cent of 
those suffer so severely that 
their life is disrupted. The 
symptoms include depres
sion, irritability, tension, 
clumsiness and lack of 
concentration. 

A survey in 1978 of 138 
women who were attending 
a special clinic, showed that 
34 percent had attempted 
suicide, 10 percent admitted 
baby battering and 6 percent 
had a criminal history of 
violence . Or Katharina 
Dalton of University College 
Hospital, London, said that 
with treatment the women 
lose their violent tendencies. 

In 1960 research showed 
that out of 156 newly com
mitted prisoners 49 per cent 
had committed crimes dur
ing the first four days im
meditately before menstrua
tion and the first four days 
from menstruation. 

But don't try to make an 
appointment to see Or. 

Dalton. She had a two year 
waiting list when she ap
peared on television eighteen 
months ago. Even if you 
could afford to go privately 
the waiting lisLis probably 
four years by now. 

The likelihood of convin
cing your doctor is another 
problem. I had to make 
several visits before I could 
convince him I was a suf
ferer. I was given some 
vitamin tablets which do 
help if you do not have a 
severe case. In a recent visit 
however he suggested I get 
preganant as this was a good 
cure! 

Women 
denied 

treatment 

The only real 'cure' is : 
treatment under a doctor 
who is not overworked with 
resources for research. While 
the Tories and their system 
still exist then so will these 
problems, because PMT is 
not a very 'profitable' 
disease and in a society 
where 700 elderly die each 
day in winter due to the cold 
the Tories are not going to 
do anything for us. 

The only real 'cure' is 
socialism. Only under 
socialism will women and 
their related illnesses be 
treated with the respect they 
deserve. Only under 
socialism will women be 
treated with the equality 

which will allow diseases like 
these to be completely cured. 

Kim Waddington 
(Basildon Womens 

Section) 

WHOOPING 
COUGH 

Baby Ingham, Baby 
Fowler and Baby 
Prince of Wales all 
have something in 
common-all three 
have been vaccinated 
against whooping 
cough in the last 
month-but there the 
similarity ends. 

No-one doubts that 
Charles and Di and Tory 
Health Minister Norman 
Fowler and his wife are just 
as concerned about their 
children getting the disease 
as we are about our 
daughter. However, since it 
is caught as a result of direct 
contact then it is unlikely 
that wee Willie had much 
chance of getting it anyway. 

As for Norman Fowler, 
his words of concern have 
something of a hollow ring. 
His government cut £200,000 
from the budget for high 
technology equipment at the 
Government's own research 
centre at Porton Down, 

where they are developing a 
whooping cough vaccine that 
could reduce the risk of 
brain damage. 

The present epidemic is 
the worst since mass vaccina
tion started in 1955. It is 
directly linked to the drop in 
vaccinating that has taken 
place through fear of brain 
damage from the vaccine. 
All the figures point out that 
the risk of death or perma
nent damage (I in 3,000) for 
children who get the disease 
far outweighs the risk of 
brain damage (somewhere 
between 1 in 100,000 and 
300,000). 

As worrying as the 
whooping cough epidemic 
must be the re-occurence of 
diptheria and a case of polio 
in Northern Ireland. These 
three diseases affected and 
killed many until 30 years 
ago. Increased vaccination 
and improved housing, 
nutrition and living stan
dards generally were thought 
to have wiped them out. 

The Government's present 
vaccination drive might stem 
the tide. But unless the work
ing class stop the cuts and 
driving down of living stan
dards by getting rid of this 
Tory Government then all 
the poverty and bad living 
conditions of the 1930's that 
allowed these diseases and 
many others to ride rampant 
will return. 

By Jane lngham 
(West Leeds Labour 

Party) 

Views behind the news 
During the 1979 lorry
driver's strike one TV 
reporter searched high 
l,lnd low through farms, 
trying to find chickens 
who had died due to 
lack of foodstuff. The 
search was in vain un
til he entered a Co-op 
and killed 25 chickens 
through shock when he 
switched the TV filming 
lights on. 

This example of the 
ludicrous lengths to which 
the media will go is taken 
from the excellent new book, 
"Really Bad News", pub
lished by the Glasgow 

University Media Group. 
Explaining how BBC and · 

ITV televsion news program
mes are biased, this book is 
a development, in a less 
academic and more popular 
style, of their previous 
books, "Bad News", and 
"More Bad News". 

The three main areas of 
TV news examined are 'In
dustry', 'the Economy', and 
'the Labour Party'. The 
essence of their argument is 
that, in reporting these 
issues, the news programmes 
adopt as their own stand
point only one point of view 
with the reporting being 
organised around this. 

In industrial news, 

management or government 
views usually form the basis 
of programmes and their ex
planation. The economic 
reporting also presents the 
activities of unions as being 
the force of "trouble" rather 
than the normal workings of 
capitalism. 

In reporting the Labour 
Party, the issues are 
presented from the point of 
view of the right wing. Thus 
in the 1980 leadership elec
tion, the left were always 
presented "as a surgent force 
variously engaged in "bully
ing", " intimidation", 
"black-mail", "undue 
pressure" and "dictator
ship" . 

The writers make sugges
tions for democratic con
trol of TV, but shy away 
from suggesting that 
workers' control and 
management is needed to 
break the control of the rul
ing class and its ideas. The 
book as a whole though, is 
very readable and interesting 
and should be of value to all 
socialists. 

A member of Hampstead 
LPYS reviews "Really 
Bad News" by members 
of the Glasgow Universi
ty Media Group · (price 
£2.95 published by 
Writers and Readers Co
op.) 
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Private Barons who 
profit from water 

Much attention has recently been 
focused on the Tories' plans for 
privatisation of parts of public 
industries: gas showrooms, British 
Telecom, Railway Hotels, etc. 

These plans must be 
resisted by the trade unions 
and Labour Party, but at the 
same time we s hould 
remember that a very impor
tant part of the 'public sec
tor' is still in private hands. 
Most people think of the 
water and sewerage industry 
as being a public utility , con-
trolled by local authori ties, 
or, since 1974, the Regional 
Water Authorities. 

In fact, however, there are 
28 private water companies 
in England and Wales, own
ed and controlled by pri vate 
shareholders, enjoying the 
benefits of monopolies mak 
ing profits from an essenti a l 
resources (i.e. water). None 
of these companies are in
volved in the unprofitable 
side of sewage disposal. 

Ne~vcastie and Gateshead 
Water Company, for in
stance , supplies water to 
Tyneside a nd much of Nor
thumbria, a popula tion of 
about 78 1,000. The chair
man , Michael Ian Bowstead
St raker , is a fa rmer , 
educated at Eton, served in 
the Coldstream Guards, he 

By 
Gavin Dudley 

keeps himself busy being 
a lso chairman of Newcastle 
Area Hea lth Authorit y 
(Teaching), and a member of 
Newcast le University Court 
of Council. H e is a former 
chairman o f the No rth ern 
Area Conservat ive Associa
ti o n (1969-72) a nd High 
Sheriff of Northumberland 
(1977). 

Also on the board is Sir 
William Elliott , Conser
vative MP for Newcastl e 
North , form er vice chairman 
of the Conserva ti ve Pa rt y 
Organisat ion ('70-'74), he 
de scribes him se lf as a 
'farmer', and is President of 
the W a ter Companies 
Association. 

Another board member is 
loca l industriali st Si r John 

Hunter (chairman of the 
Swan Hunter Group 
1957-79, chairman of the 
North East Broadcasting 
Company Ltd ., director of 
Common Bros Ltd. , 
Midland Bank, formerly on 
the British Employers Con
federation etc.). Tynesiders 
should obviously be grateful 
to Sir John that he spares a 
little of his time to keep the 
water flowing into our taps! 

On a turnover of about 
£9m (all figures based on 
1979/ 80) they managed to 
pay di vidends of £954,085. 
The total spent on dividends, 
rorporat ion tax a nd interest 
was over £2,365 ,000, more 
than the year's wage and 
salary bill! 

Nationalise 
28 private 
companies 

Other notab les on the 
boards of th e wa ter com
panies are: Major Sir Rennie 
Mandsay, chairman of Mid 
Southern Water Company. 
He is also keeper of the Privy 
Purse , Treas urer to the 
Queen, Director of Lyon, 
Lohr & Sl y Ltd . , member of 
Lloyds Press a nd a former 
president of Farnham Co n-

servative Association. 
Lt Col Sir George Meyrick 

is chairman of West Hamp
shire Water Company. He 
was educated at Eton and 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 
He enjoys relaxing in the 
Ca lvary and Guards C lub . 

Lt Col W H L Gordon , a 
director of Rickmansworth 
& Uxbridge Valley Water Co 
has interests in the John Holt 
& Co Ltd., Lonhro Exoort s 
Ltd, and the Uganda Co 
Ltd. He hired out his 
business experience to the 
Minister of Overseas 
Development as an adviser 
('71-'75) 

The Bristol Waterworks 
Company board boas ts The 
Lord Darling (2nd Ba ron), a 
ret ired Major from the 
Somerset Li ght Infan try, 
educated a t \Vellington Co l
lege and Sand hurst. 

Essex Water Company is 
rh e largest of the 28, supply
ing I ,349 ,000 people, with 
asse ts of over £60m. The 
chairman is th e Hon Peter 
Brassey, a Lt Co l. Lord 
Lieutenant of Cambridge
shire since 1975 , educated at 
Eto n a nd Magda lene Col
lege, Cambridge. 

Ju st in case Peter ca n ' t 
cope he can always turn for 
support from fellow board 
member Ad miral Si r An
drew Lewis-Lord Lieute
nant and C ustos Rot ulorum 

of Essex, formerly Com
mander in Chief of the 
Naval Home Command and 
Flag ADC to the Queen 
(don't worry if you've never 
heard of these jobs before 
either). 

The Lord Tweedsmuir is 
on the board at Folkestone 
& District. Lord Chil'hester 

Lea Valley 
Water Authority: 

Deficit 
-£800,000 
Payment to 

Shareholders 
-£872,491 

Result 
-Increased 

Rates. 

is deput y chairman a t Co l ne 
Va ll ey. Man y of the com
panies a re lin ked together 
throu g h their board 
members : 

Charles C Docwra is ori 
the Board of th e Essex WC , 
th e Tendring Hundred WC 
and the North Surrey WC, 
whose c ha irm a n , Sir 
Leonard Mills , is also chair
ma n of Sutton District WC, 
whose board member Peter 
D Davey is also on the board 

at Lee Valley, North Surrey 
and East Surrey WCs . This 
is just one example. There 
are many, many others. 

A study of the 1979/ 80 
Accounts of 26 of these com
panies shows total assets of 
nearly £400m. Total income 
(nearly all from domestic 
and commercial water rates) 
of about £160m. Total 
dividends paid out was about 
£16m . 

Mid Southern paid out 
£1,394,477 in dividends , 
compared to £ 1,869,223 paid 
to employees . Dividends 
were equivalent to nearly 
£5, 000 per employee
anyone for a pay rise? 

Lee Valley had a par
ticularly hard year. They 
ended up with a deficit of 
nearly £ROO,OOO. This unfor
tunately meant increases in 
rent s for their tenants (some 
of the ir properti es were 
previously let free). A stan
ding charge was introd uced 
on the wa ter rates, pushing 
up water bills for the poorer 
off. or co urse, the share
holde rs mu s tn't be 
discouraged-they received 
div idends of £872,491 , more 
than the deficit on the yea r! 

The la bo ur movement 
mu st d e m a nd th e na
tionali sa ti o n of these 28 
co mpanies and their integra
ti on in to the regiona l water 
a uthoriti es. The jobs of the 
empl oyees s ho uld be 
gua ranteed in a reorgani sa 
tion of the water industry 
whi c h wo uld relea se 
resources for th e expansion 
of such areas as wa ter quali
ty, pollution control a nd 
sewe r repa ir s and 
moder nisation. 

From a small business at the end of the last century, Marks and Spencers have grown to have stores in a number of European countries, with a turnover measured in millions of pounds. 

As times get harder, 
union organisation 
becomes ever more 
necessary, a lesson 
well illustrated by 
Jo Speakman, who 
worked for Marks 
and Spencer in the 
Rochdale area- until 
she was sacked. 

As a Marks emplo yee, Jo 
was subject to an an nual ap
praisal of her work. Describ
ed in her Condi tions of 
Employment book let as '·an 
opportu nity to co mment and 
di sc uss your future pro
gress," Jo 's appraisal led her 
straight to the dole queue . 

She was criticised for her 
size, fo r not wearing enough 
make-up , not being of 'fresh 
appearance' when entering 
the store, being clumsy , 
a loof, a nd not fit ting into 
store society. 

From the nature of these 
criticisms , you might think 
Jo was an a rea manageress , 
or at very least a high
fashion salesgi rl. She was, in 
fact, a part-time kitchen 
assistant, whose job was to 
serve dinners atld wash pots 

'THEY WANT A MISS WORLD 
TO DO THE WASHING-UP" By Linda 

Chester 

in the canteen. 
The appraisal stan s with a 

period of surveillance by 
management , foll owed by an 
interview. In J o's case, 
because management wanted 
to fire her , there was a lso a 
final interview. 

She was told she cou.ld 
take a friend along , a nd she 
as ked me to go. I was told , 
howeve r, tha t I could watch 
and li sten, but ta ke no part. 

T he at mo sph ere was 
hostile and distressing for 
Jo. Her immediate super
visor and a nother to ld her of 
their views of her- a nd it 
d idn 't include one good 
word. 

Amazingl y, one of their 
complaints was tha t she had 
once forgotten the salt and 
pepper pot s from the 
manager's lunch tray. Such 
behaviour was just not ac
ceptable: "We mustn't get 

complacent, even behind the 
scenes ," they said. 

Said .foe: "They hired me 
when I was thi s size , a nd 
never to ld me they ex pected 
me to lose weight. The com
pan y doctor is very pleased 
with me beca use I have lost 
12 po unds, even though he 
has told me I wou ld find it 
very difTicult to diet. 

Complaint- she 
forgot the 

manager's salt 
and pepper pots. 

" I hadn't been told to 
wea r make-up until a month 
ago. So I started, and they're 
still not satisfied . 

" I work in a kitchen, so I 
have to be very careful about 
hygiene, so of course I'm 

fres h " ·hen I go int o the 
<;to re. They insist that I' m 
clumsy, but I ca n't see why. 
After all , I'm bound to make 
some noi se loa din g a 
dishwasher. They say I don't 
fit into th e soc iet y of the 
store , b ut I've been to most 
of their parties, a nd have 
some very good fri end s 
there. 

"I either deny o r have a n 
answer fo r eve rything 
th ey've sa id abo ut me , but 
stil l they insist on sack ing 
me . The truth is that I do my 
job well , a nd ma nagement 
~N a nt me out because t. hey 
can't mould me. 

"Because I have been 
working there for less than 
12 months, I can' t even go to 
an industrial tribunal to try 
and prove unfa ir dismissal. 
Now they say they will give 
me a fair reference-that I 
was dismissed, but without · 

givi ng the reaso n . That is 
worse than no reference a t 
a ll. It implies th a t I co uld 
ha ve been sac ked for 
dishonesty. 

" Ma rk s and Spencer are 
notori o us ly a nti-union , 
although th ey say they're 
nor. I think they want blood. 

Paternalistic 
management

only way to 
defend rights 

is to build 
up USDAW 

Out of a basic wage of just 
over £20 a week, I have to 
pay £3.15 in travel, plus a 
weekly trip to the firm's 

ha irdresser. Now it seeems 
they want to see Miss World 
doing the was hing up. They 
ex pect ra ther a lo t fo r their 
money, I think . 

" The only a nswe r for 
shop workers is to build 
USDA W until it is strong 
enough to take on these 
bosses who masquerade as 
progressive, but really ex
ploit their workers to the 
limit. 

" And USDA W must have 
the vision too , to see that so 
long as big business exists 
this kind of thing wi ll go on, 
and the only real solution is 
a socialist one. After all, 
M&S has considerable other 
business interests, and it isn ' t 
as if the workers there are 
any better off." 

• 
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Steel · 
Crirninal 
neglect 
by bosses 
Once again, the 
knife is at the throat 
of the steel in
dustry. There is a 
growing threat of 
further closures of 
major plants in the 
British Steel 
Corporation. 

The great sacrifices of 
steelworkers in recent years 

. which they were told would 
"save" steel are all in vain as 
BSC look to shed thousands 
more jobs. 

The cause of the crisis in 
British Steel is not the 
workforce, but the collapse 
of British indust ry. Steel is a 
basic material used 
throughout a modern in
dustrial society . 

The demand for steel is c: 
measure of the health of an 
economy. In 1973/ 4 demand 
was nearly 20 million tonnes, 
but now it is down to 12 
million tonnes with no sign 
of real improvement. The 
economy as doctored by 
capitalism is seriousl y ill. 

The industries that use 
steel are being destroyed. 
Since 1972 the car industry 
has declined 500Jo, construc
tion 40% and metal working 
machine tool manufacture 
by 70% while in the last two 
years 750,000 jobs have 
disappeared in engineering . 
This is the size of the cris is. 

No amount of "effort" by 
steel workers can sell steel to 
non-existent customers. BSC 
relies on the privately own
ed sector of the economy to 
buy steel, yet these days the 
market has shrunk. The 
steelworkers' nightmare is 
part of the horror of a Bri
tain ruled by profit seekers. 

The Tories try to hide 
their guilt by blaming the 
world recession . It is certain
ly true that the entire 
capitalist world is in decay 
but Britain is rotting faster. 
Home consumption of steel 
has fallen in the last decade 
by 37%. This is a far sharper 
decline than all other major 
countries, France has declin
ed 21% Germany 18 0Jo , 
Belgium 15% USA 7%, 
while in Italy consumption 
has increased by 7%. 

The vanishing of industry 
has left BSC, like a cartoor 
character, running in mid-air 
with no support. BSC has 
had a desperate policy of 
chopping back as demand 
collapses, but to no avail, the 
problems continue. 

This spiral of decline has 
seen manned capacity fall by 
11 million tonnes to 14 
million tonnes. But still the 
bottom falls away, and 
plants work at a mere two 
thirds of capacity. The tot::~! 
production of BSC is now 
less than the 12m that was 
planned in 1972 for Teesside 
alone. 

The crisis has also hit the 
private sector. In five years 
33,000 jobs and many plants 
have c.vsed. The madness of 
capitalism is shown by the 
closure of the Du port works 
at Llanelli, one of the most 
modern arc plants in 
Europe. But the Tories are 
determined that the na-

tionalised sector, as always, 
should pay for the failure of 
private ownership . 

The BSC was forged from 
the run-down parts of the 
steel industry. The most pro
fitable sectors including 
special steels and stock
holding were left in private 
hands. 

BSC was born with a 
massive burden of debt from 
the extravagant compensa
tion paid to the old owners , 
costing £45 million a year. 
When the industry began tc 
modernise, after the decades 
of private neglect, the cost 
was huge, with massi ve 
overheads like £207 million 
paid in interest in 1979. 

The Tories are attacking 
all the nationalised in
dustries. In steel they arre 
letting BSC be destroyed. 
Macgregor's contract in
cludes payment for dena
tiona lisation, and already 
parts have been privatised 
through the Phoenix scheme, 
while Red path, Dorman 
Long has been sold off to 
Trafalgar House on the 
cheap. 

As well as 'antiquated 
plant, huge debts, a· declin
ing market and Tory attacks 
the work force have also have 
to fight against the breath 
taking incompetence of 
management. Only they 
could waste millions by such 
' investment' as £5 million on 
electric cable for a furnace 
that wasn't built. 

• 
The central pro

blem is the 
failure of British 
capitalism who 

have run the 
economy down 

from the 
workshop of the 

world to the 
junkyard of the 

world 

• 
An extra burden to BSC is 

its decline in world trade. 
Until1979 Britain was a net 
exporter of steel. It has 
recently lost sections of the 
home market and is likely to 
lose a large part of its US 
market due to import tariffs 
being imposed. 

Time and again the 
workforce has been promis
ed that after one more round 
of cuts the future will im
prove. Meanwhile the work
force in BSC has been slash
ed as Ebbw Yale, Hartle
pool, East Moors, Shelton, 
Bilston, Shot ton, Cor by, 
Consett have all been 

.butchered. 
The number of jobs at all 

the remaining plants has also 
been cut back. In 1973 BSC 
had 227,000 workers, in 
April1982 it was 84,000. But 
still they want to cut back 
more. The danger is that so 

much of the BSC has been 
cut that any more blood let
ting will kill it off. 

Redcar and Ravenscraie 
are under threat, but th~ 
board room of BSC must be 
a madhouse to consider clos
ing down two modern 
plants. Redcar blast furnace 
has only been working 3 
years and cost £400 million 
to build. 

The workers have paid 
enough to the system. Over 
140,000 jobs have gone, and 
many towns been destroyed, 
while living standards have 
fallen, and the safety record 
has seriously worsened. On 
Teesside six maintenance 
workers have died so far this 
year. 

The unions must call a 
halt. Steelworkers are going 
to fight. At this year's ISTC 
conference it was pledged to 
"fight to the finish" over 
any closures. The objective 
must be a united campaign 
of all the workforce. 

There must be no more 
divide and rule. Already 
there is a whispering cam
paign trying to set plant 
against plant, which must be 
countered with a campaign 
to build unit y and 
confidence. 

• 
The fight to save 
Scotland's steel 

plants 

See page 14 

• 
The mineworkers showed 

last year that the best laid 
plans of the Tories and the 
pro-capitalist chiefs of the 
nationalised industry could 
be stopped by a fight. The 
steelworkers have been far 
from backward in fighting 
for jobs, but in the past they 
w~re left to fight alone. 

No more! A united fight 
with all the work force active
ly involved through regular 
meetings, demonstrations 
and newssheets building 
links with other industries 
and communities is the way 
forward. With the support 
of the Triple Alliance, the 
miners and railworkers 
whose jobs are so inter
dependent with steelworkers; 
and with the aid of the trade 
union movement, steel 
closures could be stopped. 
Unity is strength. 

The BSC and the Tories 
won't be moved by pleas for 
compassion and for reason
ableness; such tactics have 
cut little ice with the Tories 
even in the Health Service. 

All they understand is 
strength. The fight for jobs 
is political, and has to be 
linked to challenging the 
government and their crazy 
system. 

All the facts show that the 
central problem is the failure 
of British capitalism who 
have run the economy down 
from being the workshop of 
the world to the junkyard of 
the world. In 1945 the British 
steel industry had an advan
tage, when Germany and 
Japan had virtually no steel 
industry while Britain pro
duced 12.7.-million tonnes. 

Today over 35 years later 
Bri-&ain produces less steel 
than in 1945. What a monu
ment to the criminal neglect 
of capitalism and the Tories. 
Yet steel is needed to build 
a society, and there are 
endless· needs and uses for 
steel to improve Britain and 
the world. 

The Tories offer no future 
for steel or society. A 
socialist Labour government 
can build that future with a 
plan of industry. Steel will 
play a crucial role in a 
publicly owned plan of pro
duction for the benefit of all. 

The shipyard at Robb Caledon, Dundee occupied in autumn 1981 with sup
port from ma~y shipbuilding workers nationally. 
PHOTO: MILITANT 

Water workers, Post 
Office engineers, Steel 
workers, Health Service 
workers. Air of them 
will be taking action in 
the next week against 
this reactionary Tory 
government in defence 
of jobs, wages and the 
future of their 
industries. 

The steel industry is a 
perfect example of what to 
expect under the Tories. 
Wage increases have been 
sacrificed for the last three 
years. Whole towns have 
been murdered, the com
munities virtually destroyed. 
Productivity has been in
creased. And the result? 
More redundancies-5,000 
more, and the possibility of 
closure of one or two of the 
industry's major plants. 

The Tories view the future 
ot" millions of working peo
ple with utter contempt. 
They have a blind disregard 
of the effect of their policies. 
But such a haughty stance 

PREPARETOB 
has had its effect. 

Swelling up now is the 
discontent, anger and 
frustration which has been 
accumulating since the 
Tories come to office. The 
worm is beginning to turn. 

The mood of workers is 
changing. Reports from the 
steel plants indicate that the 
workers have decided-this 
far and no further. The car
rot of redundancy money 
will not have the same effect. 
Workers know the meaning 
of 4 million on the dole, and 
the money soon runs out. 

Unity is 
Strength 

Feeling the pressure, from 
below, for determined action 
against the Tories, has led to 

the calling of a number of 
natioaal one-day actions. 
The water workers will con
duct their first national stop
page on 18 October. The 
workers in British Telecom 
will be striking on 20 Oc
tober to try and prevent their 
industry being sold off to the 
financial vultures-who are 
eager for rich easy pickings. 

The idea of a general 
strike to bring down the 
Tories is becoming com
monplace. so why are the na
tional disputes not tied 
together? Unity is strength. 

The Tories understand on
ly one language-that which 
hits their pockets and pro
fits. They can withstand 
token days of action. But the 
working class united in strike 
action is a different" matter 
altogether. 

Of course the Tory press 
will scream about it being a 



Steelworkers march in 
opposition to the 
closure of Corby in 
1979. 
PHOTO: MILITANT 

Steel article by Bill Hopwood 
Shipbuilding article by Ray 

Physick 

r:fiNG DOWN TORIES 
political strike to bring down 
the government. But the 
·issue has to be faced square
ly. It is a political struggle, 
because behind the attempts 
to cut wages, jobs and sell 
profitable parts of na
tionalised industry stands 
Thatcher and her crew. They 
represent the interests of the 
boardrooms and intend to 
solve their crisis at the ex
·pense of the working class. 

For a 24 hour 
general strike 

By drawing together these 
struggles through organising 
a 24 hour general strike these 
issues could be clearly put. 

Drawing on the experience 
of health workers, telecom- . 
munication workers and 
steel workers it would be 

possible to explain what the 
Tories' measures really 
mean. 

At mass meetings, 
demonstrations and rallies 
the message could be ex
plained that on the basis of 
capitalism there is no 
remedy-except at the ex
pense of workers. Reforms 
are no longer possible. Only 
a programme of socialist 
change can find a solution. 

In this way it would be 
possible to drive home the 
idea of the Labour govern
ment taking over the 200 
monopolies with minimum 
compensation on the basis of 
proven need. This would 
allow the introduction of a 
socialist plan of production. 

The interests of workers in 
these coming struggles are 
tied together. Whatever bap
pens in the steel industry will 
affect the railworkers and 

miners, and vice versa. 
A 24 hour General Strike, 

involving the 12 million
workers organised through 
the TUC would have the ef
fect of a political earth
quake, and prepare the way 
for bringing down the Tory 
government. 
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Shipbuilding 
Workers 
management 
the only ansvver 
A massive slump 
faces world ship
building. At present 
900/o of world ship
ping orders are due 
for delivery at the 
end of next year. 

With a huge 
surplus of ships, 
many of which are 
'mothballed', there 
is no possibility of 
an up-turn in the 
market. 

For the th0usands of 
workers employed in ship
buildin g and allied in
dustries, the future looks 
very bleak indeed. With this 
Tory government in power, 
yard closures and massive 
lay-offs are threatened. The 
example of British Steel 
should act as a warning of 
what happens when the 
Tories apply their economic 
"remedies". 

Formerly, Britain was the 
greatest shipbuilding coutry 
in the world. But under the 
stewardship of private 
ownership the industry has 
been ruined. 

Unconcerned with in
vesting money back into the 
industry and being more in
tent on making the fastest 
possible profit, they totally 
mismanaged, mis-directed 
and wrecked the industry . 

The figures speak 
volumes. World tonnage 
launched doubled between 
1951 and 1957, doubled 
again between 1957-68 and 
again between 1968-75 . Yet , 
during these 25 years, UK 
production remained static 
and the work force shrunk by 
100,000. 

ln 1949 British shipyards 
launched a total of 1.2 
million gross registered tons 
(g.r.t.) in merchant ship
building. The rest of the 
world produced 2 million 
g.r.t. while Japan launched 
148,000 g.r.t. By 1976 world 
merchant tonnage reached 
31 million g.r.t. The British 
share was only 1.3 million 
g.r.t, yet Japan's share was 
a fantastic 15.8 million g.r.t. 

Lack of investment is the 
major explanation for such 
a rapid decline. In 1970, 
assets per shipyard employee 
in Japan totalled £2,800; 
£1 ,800 in Sweden but only 
£825 in Britain. Little 
wonder that overseas ship
builders managed to capture 
a bigger and bigger share of 
the shipbuilding market. 

Reliance on the home 
market further worsened the 
situation. In 1956 Japan 
overtook Britain as the 
largest shipbuilder. At that 
time 350Jo of British made oil 
tankers were for export; in 
Japan over 80% were for 
export. 

Depending on home 
markets meant that the 
British shipbuilders had to 
produce a large variety of 
ships. Japan, however, 
geared production to the 
needs of the world market. 

As these needs changed 
· British shipbuilders found 
·themselves in a difficult 
~ situation. Held back with an-

tiquated machinery, they 
were unable to produce the 
new types of ships and thus 
British shipowners were 
forced to buy abroad. This 
particularly applied to the 
development of super
tankers. 

In the 1950's and 60's, 
most oil had to be 
transported from West 
Africa and the Middle East. 
The supertankers were 
developed for these 
journeys. But now that oil is 
produced from Mexico and 
the North Sea, often only 
short distances are covered 
to supply the American and 
European continents. This, 
together with the world 
recession, has created enor
mous over-capacity in th e 
tanker market. 

Ten years ago the world 
tanker order book was 96m 
dead weight tonnage (dwt) , 
two years later it soared to 
231m dwt. Today, many 
shipyards have gone to the 
wall because they poured in
vestment into building large 
crude carriers and super
tankers. Over lOOm dwt of 
tankers are today laid up. 
Last year 's order books for 
tankers were a mere !3 .5m 
dwt. 

ty. The owners were only too 
glad to sell off the shipyards 
they had brought to the 
brink of ruin . Moreover they 
had the audacity to demand 
lavish compensation. 

Of course the crisis in 
British shipbuilding cannot 
be separated from the world 
economic crisis, but its 
dramatic decline from being 
the world's leading ship
building country to today's 
sixth can be attributed to the 
ruinous policies of ship 
owners in the post war years. 

The decline has continued 
since nationalisation. The 
work force has_been reduced 
by 20,000 to 66,000, the 
share of the world market 
has been reduced from 4% 
in 1975 to 1.4% in 1981. 
With the crazy logic of 
capitalism it is inevitable that 
there will be cutbacks and 
further redundancies. 

A campaign is urgently 
needed to unite workers in 
the industry and to present 
an alternative to the present 
chaos . A corporate commit
tee of shop stewards and 
convenors would be a first 
step in linking the individual 
yards together. 

Foremost in a programme 
of action must be the de-

World shipbuilding orders (miJiion gross tons) 
at the end of March 1982. 
POLAND 1.4 SPAIN 2.2 
U.K. 1.l JAPAN 11.8 
YUGOSLAVIA 1.0 SOUTH KOREA 2.8 

Wbrld launched merchant tonnage 

1949 
1959 
1969 
1976 
1979 
1981 

World 
3, 131 ,805 
8,745,704 
19,315,290 
31,046,859 
14.4 million 
16.9 million 

Japan 
147,974 
1,722,577 
9,303,453 
15,867,828 
4.7 million 
8.4 million 

Britain 
1,267,467 
I ,383 ,387 
1,039,576 
1,341 ,274 
455,141 
188,521 

Faced with the dramatic 
growth in shipbuilding in the 
alte 1960s and 1970s, British 
yards made a belated at
tempt to climb on the band
wagon. Awash with massive 
government aid (there was 
no question of the owners in
vesting their own money) 
British shipyards launched a 
programme of massive 
investment. 

This investment pro
gramme appeared sound 
while the oil boom was at its 
peak but the recession of 
1974-75 hit British shipyards 
hard. The British shipyard 
order book peaked in March 
1974 reaching 7.519 million 
tons, but by December 1976 
orders had dropped to 2. 946 
million tons. Moreover bet
ween January 1976 and 
March 1977 over I .I million 
tons of shipping orders were 
cancelled. 

In 1977 at the time of na
tionalisation a member of 
British Shipbuilders com
mented that "Some yards 
have investment coming out 
of their ears". 

A classic example of the 
anarchy of capitalist "free 
enterprise" is here exposed. 
The ·employers, however, 
put the burden of their crisis 
on the backs of the workers . 

By the end of 1976, British 
yards had 40% spare capaci-

mand for a 35-hour week, 
with no loss of pay so that 
work can be shared out. 
Linked to this must be the 
necessity of nationalising the 
shiprepair yards, shipping 
lines and allied industries. 
Only in this way will it be 
possible to plan the industry 
and link it in with other in
dustries such as steel. 

At present, the industry is 
run in a totally bureaucratic 
fashion, management are 
only concerned with balanc
ing the books and showing a 
profit. To overcome this 
workers' control and 
management of the industry 
is needed. This could be 
organised by having boards 
with representatives in the 
industry, elected through 
their unions, the TUC and 
the government. Such 
elected representatives would 
be subject to recall and be 
paid the same wage as a skill
ed worker. 
*Oppose all redundancies 
and closures. Share out the 
work on full pay! 
*For a 35 hour week 
without loss of pay. 
*Nationalisation of shipp
ing lines to plan future 
building programmes. 
*Nationalise ship-repair 
and allied industries. 
*Workers ' control and 
management of the industry. 
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PSOE heading for 
win-but socialist 
policies needed 

As Spain prepares for general 
elections on 28 October, the 
workers' organisations are evi
dent throughout Barcelona. 
In the subways, train 
stations, streets and 
on buildings, in fact 
everywhere, their 
names, slogans, pain
tings and posters ex
press the hopes and 
aspirations of the 
workers. 

By Steve 
Higham 

this there is nothing. 
There is the massive 

reproduction of Picasso' s 
'Guernica', the small Basque 
town devastated by fasc ist 
bombing in the 1930s, just 
outside Barcelona's 'Sagrada 
Familia', revealing the suf
fering of workers. Another 
picture, on the Placa de 
Cataluna, proudly displays 
the red rose of the Catalo
nian Socialist Party. 

'Community service' ex
ists for um:mployed workers 
but this amounts to little 
more than organised misery. 
Payment for this work, while 
varyi ng from area to area, 
can be as little as £6 per day; 
but you are not allowed the 
'privilege' of working every 
day, and there are restric
tions as to how many in
dividuals in the same family 
can sell their labour in this 

A Socialist government needs to break the power of the old State apparatus and power of the 1 00 families, or they will be broken 
by it. 

The workers' organisa
tions show their aspirations 
with colourful paintings of 
pretty schools and houses: 
'This is what we will build 
under socialism .' 

On the advertising hoar
dings in the main streets, the 
Socialist Party (PSC-PSOE), 
unquestionably echoing the 
sentiment s of workers 
throughout Catalonia, 
demands 'Por el cambio ' 
(for the change). 

This demand is rooted in 
the misery and hardship suf
fered by millions of workers 
throughout Spain. There are 
two million unemployed. In 
1981 the trade unions, the 
UGT and CCOO, arr ived at 
an agreement with the UCD 
(Tory) government limiting 
wage rises to between 80Jo 
and 13 OJo in return for an 
extra 300,000 jobs. But the 
government promises have 
never materialised. 

Unemployment benefit 
evaporates after a period of 
time, depending upon the 
length of employment. After 

way . 
Indeed , such is the pover

ty that I have been ap
proached several times by 
beggars in the railway sta
tions and streets, occasional
ly showing some physical 
deformity. Sometimes they 
are men with children . 

Low pay for those at work 
is a se rious problem. 
Josefina, a hospital workei 
in Barcelona and a UGT and 
PSOE activist, showed me 
her monthly pay slip with a 
take home pay of 41,500 
pesetas (about £50 per 
week). "This is not the 
lowest wage in the health ser
vice. Some workers, the 
cleaners and others earn far 
less, perhaps as little as 
30,000 to 35,000 pesetas a 
month (about £40 . per 
week)." 

A skilled telecommunica 
tions engineer, Cristo, an 
employee in the national 
telephone company, an ac
tivist in UGT te/efonos and 
once again a PSOE member , 

told me that the average take 
home pay in his industry 
amounted to about £60 per 
week . 

Housing also presents an 
appalling problem, in par
ticular for the youth. One 
young worker, a conscript 
so ldier , explained: "In the 
past, say 10-15 years ago, it 
was possible to have a decent 
home if you had two jobs or 
by working overtime. Now 
this is impossible. Buying a 
home is out of reach for 
most people. In Barcelona, 
people suffer the most terri
ble housing condition s 
although the re are plenty of 
new, vacant flats. They are 
not taken , because it would 
cost almost half of your 
salary to pay for them." 

Linked to these problems 
is the struggle of Spain's na
tional minorities for 
auto nomy, which has given 
rise to ET A terrorism in the 
Basque provinces of North
ern Spain. Historically, there 
are three national minorities 
in Spain-in Galicia, the 
Basque country (Euzkadi) 
and Catatonia-but such is 

the crisis of Spani sh 
capitalism, that also in An
dalusia, the country ' s 
poorest region , the call for 
autonomy is receiving wider 
and wider support. 

This is an expression of 
the general discontent with 
the present crisis-ridden 
system which is run by the 
government in Madrid . 

lt is little wonder that the 
gove rnment party, the 
capitalist UCD, has virtual
ly no support left, particular
ly in the main workers' 
cities, and is likely to suffer 
a humiliating defea t in the 
general election on 28 
October. 

It is widely expected that 
the Socialist Party (PSOE) 
will win a handsome majori
ty and assume power. This 
would be the first time the 
socia lists have been in 
government since Franco's 
fascist dictatorship was im
posed in the late 1930s. 

Election meetings are be
ing organised by PSOE ac
tivists in the main factories. 
Papers, stickers and election 
programmes are being 

distributed in the streets, 
squares and plazas. PSC ac
tivists are contrasting 
workers' homes, distributing 
party material. 

Following the victories of 
the French Socialist Party 
and P ASOK in Greece, the 
election of PSOE with a 
massive majority will be 
another tremendous triumph 
for the working class in 
Spain and internationally. 
The workers expect a 
socialist government to carry 
through the transformation 
of society that is so 
desperately needed to end 
poverty and unemployment. 
For thi s, clear socialist 
policies are necessary. 

But the PSOE leadership 
·is showing no sign of 
understanding the need to 
break with the capitalist 
system. In fact they are eveh 
showing themselves reluctant 
to be swept into office on a 
majority vote for change, 
and are waging a 'low-key' 
campaign. 

But election victory in 
itself is insufficient. 

PSOE leader Felipe Gon-

zales has promised 800,000 
jobs, but does not say where 
they will come from. The 
economy, he has claimed, 
will grow by 80Jo-but he 
does not say how. 

The economy will only 
grow, jobs created and 
workers' living standards im
proved if the Socialist 
government implement a 
socialist programme. The 
last thing Spanish workers 
want is a victory followed by 
counter-reforms such as that 
adopted by Mitterrand in 
France or the last Labour 
government in Brita in . 

Supporters of the Spanish 
Marxist paper, Nuevo 
C/aridad are campaigning 
for a 35-hour week without 
loss of pay, retirement at 60, 
work or full pay and a na
tional minimum wage of 
40,000 pesetas per month. 

All these necessary 
measures· will be possible so 
long as the PSOE, should 
they win, break the power of 
capital, by nationalising 
Spain's top 100 families 
which control the land, big 
banks and factories. 

COUP THWARTED BUT DANGER REMAINS 
The ''colonels' 
coup" planned for 27 
October, the day 
before the elections, 
has been exposed-
but it is another 
reminder of the deep 
tensions in Spanish 
society. · 

The aim was to prevent 
the victory of the Socialist 
Party. Such a government 
would be under pressure by 
the workers to carry through 
radical reforms. This is an 
intolerable prospect for 
many capitalists, alread~· 
reeling under the weight of 
the recession, and the ex
treme right-wing officers and 
bureaucrats who still make 
up the backbone of the 
Spanish state apparatus. 

Three colonels were ar
rested on I October but 
many more officers were ob
viously involved. The col
onels are known to have 

been in contact with 
ringleaders of the abortive 
coup of Feb ruary 1981 , who 
have been serving their 
'sentences' in luxurious sur
roundings, with free access 
to visitors, telephone calls, 
etc . 

The latest plot, it seems, 
was part of the plans for a 
return to military dictator
ship that were hatched by the 
conspiracy of high ranking 
officers leading up to the 
February coup. 

Generals only 
opposed coup 

for tactical 
reasons 

In fact the entire top of 
the officer corps and of
ficialdom is a bastion of 
reaction built up under Fran
co and remaining virtually 
intact today. Workers will 
not be deceived by the ver
bal repudiation of the coup 

by the Supreme Military 
Council last week, reaffirm
ing their "loyalty to the King 
and the Constitution". 

Significantly, what the 
general condemned was the 
" irresponsible behaviour of 
some army officers." The 
coup was thwarted, in other 
words, not because of any 
love of democracy on the 
part of the military establish
ment , but because it would 
have been a reckless and 
premature gamble from the 
ruling class point of view. 

As in February last year, 
the capitalists and the 
generals have no wish to pro
voke a massive movement of 
the working class in defence 
of democratic gains, which 
they would be unable to con
trol. The workers would not 
submit to a new dictatorship 
without gigantic struggles 
that would threaten the very 
survival of Spanish 
capitalism, as in the 1930s. 
This is the real reason for the 

generals' present devotion to 
the Constitution. 

But behind the scenes they 
wll continue plotting and 
scheming to safeguard the 
interests of their class, biding 
their time until they are able 
to crush the workers' move
ment. The threat of future 
coup attempts can only be 
removed if the incoming 
Socialist government in
troduces bold sociali st 
measures and at the same 
time acts decisively to purge 
the state of fascist elements, 
dissolve its organs of repres
sion and bring the armed 
forces and the bureaucracy 
under democratic working
class control. 

By George 
Collins 

King Juan Carlos with General Milans del Bosch, leader of the 
February coup last year. 
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Hong Kong: Tories and Chinese bureaucrats

Alliance to crush democratic rights 
"At the very bottom 750,000 pef)
ple live in rackety hutches~ perch
ed precariously on cliffs and in 
rocky gullies, without some or all 
of the services of electricity, water 
or sewage, and vulnerable to land
slides and fires. 
"The house of 
Wong Wai Chu, his 
wife and their baby, 
for instance, is a 
packing case shack, 
somehow glued to
gether with a hundred 
or so others, to the 
side of a hill ... The 
room is twice as big 
as a lift ... " (Guar
dian 30/12/81) 

This is life for one in seven 
of the people who live in the 
world ' s most overcrowded 
colony, Hongkong. 
Hongkong was a late add

tion to the British Empire 
back in the nineteenth cen
tury and is now one of the 
l~st relics of the heyday of 
British capitalism. 

Five million people live 
here, the overwhelming ma
jority in terrible poverty and 
frustration to the extent that 
several riots have broken out 
in the last year. On the other 
hand a few thousand people 
live in luxury, creaming the 
profits from industry, 
fmance and commerce in this 
'gateway to the Far East' : 

British imperialism grabb
ed the colony after the 
Opium Wars of ttie last cen
tury , when they successfully 
imposed that drug on 
Chinese society. According 
to the treaty then enacted, 
Britain will hand back most 
of the colony to China in 
1997. 

Margaret Thatcher's visit 
to China recently was 
precisely to discuss the 'tran
sition' of the island into 
Chinese sovereignty and to 
find out if British big 
business could grab a bigger 
share of China's $20 billion 
import market. 

But Margaret Thatcher 
did not even bother to put 

By Phil 
Frampton 

forward the pretence that she 
is representing the 
democratic wishes of the 
people of Hongkong, the 
mass of whom are of 
Chinese descent. No outcry 
here over their ' rights, ' no 
spending millions of pounds 
to implement the 'wishes of 
the people'. For unlike the 
Falkland Islanders , the 
livelihood of 70o/o of 
Hongkong's people is mak
ing profits for the 
multimillionaire tycoons 
who run the economy. 

Those with jobs are forc
ed to work up to 12 hours a 
day seven days a week , to 
provide for their families . 
Despite 98% of the popula
tion being Chinese, English 
is the main teaching 
language in most secondary 

Thatcher's army 
of 'liberators' 

in the Falklands 
are jailers in 
the Far East 

schools and the main 
language for business. 
Classes are so crowded-45 
or more-that according t0 
the Financial Times, teachers 
have to speak to the pupils 
via public address systems! 
have to speak to the pupils 
via public address systems! 

Under such conditions the 
British ruling class-if it 
wants to maintain its super
exploitation of the economy 
-cannot afford democratic 
rights. The people of Hong
kong have no say in how 
their island is run and, unless 
they begin to wage a strug- . 

gle, will have no say as to 
whether they remain 
'British' or Chinese. That
cher's army of 'liberators' in 
the Falklands are the jailers 
in the Far East! 

But should any of the 
islanders be worried about 
becoming part of the Peo
ple's Republic of China, they 
can relax . The ruling clique 
in China may not want 
them. Hongkong is now of 
strategic importa nce to 
China's rulers as a link with 
the capitalist world, a source 
of foreign currency and a 
means of re-exp.orting 
$(Hongkong) 16 billion to 
the west. 

China even has a stake in 
the exploitation of the 
islanders. It is estimated that 
China, through its banks, 
controls 40% of the island's 
financial market, provides 
50% of Hongkong's food, 
and owns factories, mills and 
dock facilities. 

The cry for democratic 
rights for the islanders has 
not, therefore, come from 
Peking. On the contrary, the 
Chinese bureaucracy, with 
no pretence of defending the 
workers, are prepared to 
leave Hongkong under the 
dictatorship of a British ap
pointed governor . 

In return for this they are 
demanding economic con
cessions off the British 
government, which will be 
forthcoming if Thatcher 
wishes to save her profiteer
ing friends and £800 million 
British exports to 
Hongkong. Some type of 
lease-back arrangement such 
as that being floated for the 
Falklands in the future, will 
be made. This will leave the 
workers of Hongkong in ex
actly the same hands as 
before. 

Some of the Hongkong 
businessmen fear that That
cher will make too many 
concessions at their expense, 
especially if she blunders as 
much as she did over the 
Falklands. They are even 
demanding 'a bigger say in 
the running of the island. ' 

The leadership of the 
Labour Party should break 
from its past policy of con
nivance at the fate of the 
Hongkong workers and 

The majority of Hong Kong's people ive in terrible poverty and frustration 

pledge the introduction of 
full democratic rights for the 
Hongkong people. 

Successive British govern
ments have even refused to 
implement in Hongkong 
ILO conventions on the right 
to organise and have decent 
working conditions. British 
trade unionists who have 
sister firms in Hongkong 
should raise the demands of 

Thatcher 
re-arms 

Argentina 
Even before the Falklands 
war has officiaUy come to an 
end, Thatcher's ministers aR 

busy re-arming the Argenlia
nian junta. The Manchester 
Evening News reported, on 
24 September, that the 
Defence Ministry sees no ob
jections to supplying fonr 
Rolls Royce engines for two 
Argentine destroyers being 
built in West Germany. 

No doubt the families of 
the dead and wounded ser
vicemen and merchant 
seamen who supported the 
war in the belief that they 
were fighting an 'evil dic
tatorship ' will be pleased to 
know that it was all a 
mistake after all. 

The reason why the Tories 
once again see fit to arm the 
junta is because the junta 

these workers and establish 
links to support the fight for 
decent wages. 

But the only way in which 
the islanders could get true 
self-determination, faced 
wi t h the o verwhelming 
financial and economic 
domination of the big ftnan
ciers and property owners, 
will be through the ex
propriation of the island' s 

industries by the working 
class. Combined with the 
struggle for worker's 
democracy in China, to end 
the wheeler-dealer dip
lomacy of the present 
bureaucratic regime, this can 
lead to a genuine worker's 
government in Peking to 
support the struggle of the 
people of Hongkong and all 
other capitalist countries . 

Caaed a 'pate ' by the Argentine press a few months ago, That· 
cber has now re~s tablished military and financial links. 

will aow get back to its nor
mal activity of attempting to 
suppress the working class 
movement in the Argentine. 

The trade unions in Rolls
Royce should embargo all 
work for the military police 
dictatorship. 

Left programme for Sri Lanka OBITUARY 

OslNin 
Fernando The Nava Sama Samaja 

(New Socialist) Party is 
fighting the Sri Lankan 
presidential election on an 
unashamedly socialist pro
gramme called 'The Seven 
Revolutionary Tasks'. 

Vasudeva Nanayakkara, 
the NSSP candidate, has 
been speaking at many 
meetings thoughout the 
island explaining this pro
gramme and urging the max
imum opposition to the reac
tionary regime of J .R. 
Jayawardene. 

As indicated in previous 
'Militants', the capitalist 
Tamil leaders of the TULF 
have now openly called for 
a boycott of the election, 
which in practice means giv
ing behind the scenes sup
port to Jayawardene. 

But it seems likely that 
many Tamils will in fact vote 
for Kobakkeduwa, the SLFP 
candidate, in order to fight 
against Jayawardene. 
Kobakkeduwa is, however, 
toning down his radical 
rhetoric now, and this may 
affect his vote. 

The NSSP, despite 
holding big meetings, do not 
expect to win a large number 
of votes. The vast mass of 
workers and peasants will 
vote for Kobakkeduwa as 

·the only candidate who can 
defeat Jayawardene, which 
they see as the immediate ob
jective. However, the votes 
which the NSSP does receive 
will be a clear vote for its 
revolutionary programme. 

1. Mobilise the masses through strikes, demonstrations and 
other mass actions to force J.R. Jayawardene to r-esign im
mediately. Force Parliament to hand over all powers to the 
new president and then dissolve it. 
2. Reinstate immediately strikers and other who have been 
thrown out of work. 
2. Appeal to the people to form workers' committees and 
armed services' committees; recognise all such committees 
as the legal organisation of legal power; abrogate all 
repressiv.e laws such as the Prevention of Terrorism Act and 
restore the civic rights of those who have been unjustly 
deprived of them. 
4. Convene a Constituent Assembly from delegates of 
workers, peasants and armed forces committees. 
5. Declare the autonomy of the Tamil speaking people and 
recognise their fight of self-determination; give all citizen
ship rights to all plantation workers. 
6. Mobilise the masses and with their intervention declare 
all foreign businesses, large businesses and land holdings na
tionalised and recognise the right of the tiller to the land. 
7. a)Reduce income inequalities 

b)Take immediate steps to distribute essential goods to 
everyone at a reasonable price. 

On 10 October, address
ing an election rally of 
1,500 workers, Comrade 
Oswin Fernando, 
Secretary of the Sri Lanka 
United Federation of 
Labour, collapsed and 
died. A pioneer of the 
Socialist and trade union 
movement in the 1940s, 
hero o f the liberation 
struggle, a founder of the 
Na va Sama Samaja (New 
Socialist) Party and 
member of. its Political 
Bureau, Oswin died as be 
bad lived, in revolu
tionary struggle for the 

....cause of the working 

class. 
He will be remembered 

with affection by many 
British trade unionists 
following his visit to Bri
tain in 1979. Militant 
sends its deepest con
dolences to Os win's 
widow and family, his 
comrades of the NSSP 
who will be sorely af
flicted by his loss in the 
middle of their historic 
electo ral crusade, and the 
workers of ~ri Lanka who 
will mourn him. We will 
publish a longer tribute to 
Oswin ' s memory in a for
thcoming issue. 
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No help for the 
old under 
capitalism 

Dear Comrades 
The capitalist press has 

made much during the 
Health dispute of the suffer
ing of patients, due to the ac
tion of health workers in 
support of their pay claim. 
Little has been saitl about the 
suffering of patients caused, 
either by the cutbacks to ser
vices, or by the limited ser
vices which have always been 
all that was provided for 
such groups as the elderly, 
the mentally ill and the men
tally handicapped. 

In Poole 23% of the 

population are of pension
able age. Yet for a popula
tion of about 130.000 in the 

.area there are onlv 15 long
stay hospital beds for elder
ly, mentally-ill and senile 
people. As a result even 
emergency cases can expect 
to wait a year for a place in 
a hospital. 

This means a further 
period of distress and strain 
for family, friends, and 
neighbours . In many in
stances these old people will 
be living in old people's 
homes or warden-serviced 
flats, greatly lowering the 
standard of life for other 
elderly people, and placing 
extra burdens on the warden 
or staff not equipped to deal 

with people as ill as this. 
A social worker gave me 

an example of this suffering 
recently. An elderly man, 
who cared for his senile wife, 
was admitted to hospital for 
an operation for cancer. His 
wife was moved to a short
stay hospital place for three 
weeks . After this period the 
old man was told that he was 
well enough to return home, 
but must not attempt to care 
for his wife at this stage. 

However there was no 
alternative . His wife must 
return home as her bed was 
ready to be occupied by 
some-one else. So an elderly 
sick man was left to care for 
his senile wife only sup
ported by a district nurse and 

a home help . 
Surely elderly people who 

have worked all their lives 
are entitled to expect that 
society care for them when 
they need help . But of 
course, undet capitalism, 
what use are the elderly any
more, so they would have no 
priority for hospital care 
even under a thriving NHS. 

Let us all fight for a 
socialist society, where peo
ple are cared for according 
to their needs, not according 
to their means or their 'use' 
to society. 

Yours fraternally 
Jeanie Molyneux 
Dorset NALGO 

Delegates, including Pat Wall (right). PPC for Bradford North, try to get into the debate at Labour Party conference. The passing 
of the register has angered many Labour Party activists. Photo: MILITANT 

Don't resign
stay and fight 

Dear Comrades 
Please find enclosed che

que for £16 from a Labour 
Party member who was so 
disgusted by the attacks on 
Militant by the right wing 
trade union leaders that he 
took out a subscription to 
Militant. 

We had been watching the 
revolting spectacle of Neil 
Kinnock, Roy Hattersley 
(both of them on over 
£14,000 per year) trying to 
denigrate and deny the right 
of real socialists to be 
members of and MPs for the 
Labour Party. 

Less than half an hour 
after this disgusting display 
finished, he phoned and ask
ed out how he could take out 
a subscription. 

Unfortunately, his son, an 
LPYS member, tells me his 
dad is thinking of resigning 
from the party. No socialist 
should take that step · or 
make that mistake. It is the 

A problem shared 
is a· problem 

halved 

Dear Comrades, 
I was interested to read 

Margaret Pracy's letter 
(10/9/82) concerning her 
distraught friend. Her idea 
of phoning the Samaritans 
was a good one. Their 
method is simple and often 

party of the working class 
and we all have a duty, as 
much as a right, to fight and 
continue to fight for the in
terests of our class in our 
party. 

Fraternally 
Deb Evans 
South Herts LPYS 

Help from 
Nationwide
for a change 

Dear Comrades 
Recently I saw the in

disputable proof of how the 
right wing of the Labour 
Pany dread Militant's ideas 
gett'ing a fair and wide 
hearing. 

During Nationwide on the 
first day of conference, when 
the register was passed, Sue 
Lawley was intoducing Mili
tant's ideas: £90 a week 
minimum wage, 35-hour 
week, workers' control of in
dustry, nationalisation of the 
top 200 monopolies, aboli
tion of the monarchy and the 
House of Lords. As the BBC 
does, just now and again, 

effective, to listen and thus 
share the problem. 

Lenin himself suffered 
from moments of near 
despair. During the first 
world war when so called 
Marxists all over Europe 
were supporting their na
tional capitalists, Lenin was 
isolated and impoverished in 
Switzerland . Krupskaya, 
Lenin's wife, wrote that he 
suffered spells when he could 
not do any work. He had to 
leave meetings early because 

have to keep up some 
pretence of balance, it could 
not be avoided to spend 
appr. 20 seconds on ·these 
policies. 

l was quite pleased at this 
unexpected deviation from 
the usual practice of lies , 
distortions, dished up with 
the occasional out of context 
quotation from Trotsky or 
Pat Wall. Evidently Denis 
Healey \vas not amused. 
Repeatedly during the pro
gramme he made open at
tacks on "naive Nationwide 
researchers" who have been 
taken in by the Milicant's 
propaganda. 

"That is why we have you 
here, to counter all their 
ideas!'' reassured Sue 
Lawley, the presenter. This 
still had not placated him, he 
was evidently furious at such 
a public airing of extremist 
demands, like a job and de
cent living conditions for all! 

His fury during that pro
gramme and his subsequent 
complaints to the BBC, 
demonstrate his total 
understanding of how lethal 
Militant's ideas are to him 
and the right wing-even 

of blinding headaches. 
Vefy few people go 

through life without a period 
in which it seems cir
cumstances have ganged up 
on them with the intent of 
pushing the individual 
under. 

Immediate practical steps 
to take to help the comrade 
in crisis are first to rally 
round . Don't ignore the pro
blem, encourage the com
rade to talk about it. Cliche 
or not, a problem shared is 

just 20 seconds' worth of 
them. 

Yours fraternally 
A Brighton supporter 

No peace 
for Labour 

Dear Comrades 
'Peace, Jobs and 

Freedom' was the slogan of 
the 1982 Labour conference. 

The conference failed to 
live up to its promise. There 
will be no peace in the 
Labour Party while the 
witch-hunt is in operation. 
There will be no jobs for 
dozens of people if the right 
wing force Militant to sack 
their employees. There will 
be no freedom to express 
your socialist views in the 
Labour Party while the right 
wing of the party save their 
abuse and slurs for the left 
wing of the Labour Party 
and not direct it towards the 
Tories. 

'No peace, jobs, freedom' 
is the right wingers' slogan 
for the Labour Partv. 

Yours fraternally 
Barry Lewis 
Thanet West CLP 

a problem halved. Often 
some friendly advice may go 
a long way. Above all show 
compassion and be patient. 

Although Margaret may 
have felt inadequate, I 'm 
sure her friend felt cheered 
to know that she had so
meone to turn to who would 
spend time trying to help 
her. 

Yours fraternally, 
John Simpson, South 
Belfast Young Socialists . 

Watch out
there's a Tory 
snooper about! 

Dear Militant 
Recent attacks on teachers in 
general and the National 
Union of Teachers (NUT) in 
particular have ranged from 
the vicious to the ridiculous. 

On the one hand, Rhodes 
Boyson contemptuously re
jected calls from the NUT 
for smaller classes on the 
ground that old-fashioned 
teachers could deal with 
large classes and only the in
competent left-wing pro
gressives were interested in 
the 'numbers game.' This ig
nores the interesting fact that 
the best pupil-teacher ratios 
exist in the public schools
or are they riddled with lef
tists, Dr Boyson? He also ig
nores volumes of research 
which shows how pupils 
receive more individual at
tention in smaller groups . 

On the other hand, at
tempts are made to suggest 
that the NUT has been taken 
over by 'extremists'. The ap
parent inability of the NUT 
Executive to take any action 
on a mild anti-nuclear mo
tion passed at conference 
suggests otherwise. Never
theless the accusation reflects 
a genuine fear on the part of 
the Tories that their social 
base in 'professions' such as 
teaching is being eroded. 

This erosion is not due to 

How a 
'moderate' 
welcomed 

Stalinist methods 
Dear Comrades 

The refusal of Sid 
Weighell (NUR) to carry out 
his union's mandate to vote 
in favour of the NUM 
nomination for the LP Na
tional Executive Committee, 
Eric Clarke, may well have 
shocked comrades as to the 
extent to which the right 
wing are prepared to go 
against their members' views 
in order to carry out a witch
hunt against 'Mil itant.' 

But I was even more 
shocked to read in the local 
newspaper, the Leicester 
Mercury that Jack Jones, 
secretary of the Leicester
shire NUM, supported Sid 
Weighell's action. According 
to the Mercury (30/ 9/ 82) Mr 
Jones said that although he 
was sad that his union would 
have no representative, he 
felt in some ways it was bet-

Help the health 
workers who 

help us 
Dear Comrades 

I personally owe my life 
three times over to the health 
workers. It seems as if ever 
since I was born I have been 
in and out of hospitals. How 
many more workers and 
their families owe their lives 
to the dedication of these 
people . 

But dedication doesn't 
pay their bills. This Tory 
government has forced 
health workers into strike ac
tion. That is where the blame 

extremist infiltrators but to 
the attack on education 
through public spending cuts 
which is forcing even the 
most moderate teachers into 
semi-opposition. I have seen 
avowed Tories and Liberals 
burning with indignation 
when the cuts start to affect 
them. 

However, the latest effort 
of the Tory 'Social Affairs 
Unit' seems to be an effort 
to turn tragedy into farce. 
'Detecting Bad Schools' by 
Dr Digby Anderson advises 
parents to be on the look out 
for bad teachers-'Trot
skyists or lesbians', who can 
be detected because 'they 
wear badges.' 

The good doctor suggests 
a sure-fire way of assessing 
the academic standards of a 
schoo l-look at the 
ideological stickers on the 
teachers' cars and try to 
sneak into the staffroom and 
see if words like 'creche' or 
'workshop' appear on the 
notice-board. 

It is not enough that 
teachers should have to put 
up with cutbacks, over
crowded classes and derisory 
pay offers, we now have to 
be careful when opening our 
wardrobes in case some stu
dent of Dr Anderson is busy 
checking up whether we are 
Trotskyist lesbians! 

Yours fraternally 
Derek MacMillan 
East Grinstead 

ter to .have no one rather 
than Mr Clarke. 

"I feel that many unions 
wanted to ensure that this 
was a moderate executive 
committee and it was no way 
a reflection against the 
NUM .. . Mr Clarke is a left
winger and people in this 
country need to be persuad
ed by this conference that the 
left is not taking over the 
Labour Party. 

"Many people have said 
that they are fed up to the 
teeth with the Militant 
Tendency and they don't 
want people to get into 
power who will make this 
country a satellite Com
munist state.'' 

Well there you have it. 
Bro. Jones supports the 
suspension of democracy to 
prevent a left-winger retain
ing his NEC seat and then 
accuses us of being Stalinists. 
The sooner all NUM of
ficials are elected, the better. 

Yours comradely 
John Merrell 
Leicester 

lies, not with th~ health 
workers. 

Militant defends these 
people and tells the truth, 
not lies or slander. 

What about all the peo
ple on waiting lists for opera
tions? I had to wait over a 
year for mine. Not because 
nurses were on strike but 
because of not enough beds, 
staff, etc. to go round. If 
you were rich there was a 
bed straight away. 

We must fight together to 
transform this profit before 
health system we live under. 

Yours fraternally 
Kevin Zignani 
Peterborough LPYS 



Area Received o/o of target achieved Target Oct 9th. 

,000 
1,800 
1,300 
1,100 
2,100 
1,000 
1,500 
2,000 
2.100 
2,500 
1,300 
2,300 
1,700 

900 
1,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,500 
3.900 

Target £35,000 By October 9 

M:assive effort puts 
us back near target 
The right-wing leaders who want 
to counter our views have a lot of 
travelling to do. It's much easier 
to sit in London and declare 
Marxism to be illegal. 

But their attacks 
have helped result in 
some of the largest ever 
readers' meetings and 
collections at these 
meetings have been one 
of our main sources of 
funds this week. In 
Glasgow, £330 was 
raised before expenses. 

From Brighton , £52, 
(thank you Lib by for the sp
ecial donation) . We've had 
£96 from Coventry, with a 
number of IOUs to come on 
top. £221 was collected at a 
Merseyside meeting, £20 put 
in from TV fees, and £10 
from Sutton and Bold LP (St 
Helens) . 

£10 net came from a 
meeting in Perth, where 
presumably most of the 
meeting had quite a long way 
to travel. The Orkney 
Branch of the Labour Party 
have not. had a readers' 
meeting but that did not stop 
them sending us £20. 

By Steve Cawley 

Bath meeting produced 
£24 clear (augmented by a 
sponsored parachute jump), 
£60 from Swansea and Port 
Talbot, £57 collected on ap
peal sheets from readers in 
the Cardiff South East area, 
£30 from Harlow and £20 
from Canterbury meetings. 

Fleetwood readers con
tributed £22, and there's a 
donation to come from a 
series of meetings in the 
Manchester area-at least 
£20 from Wythenshawe 
alone. Last but not least, 
£92.70 collected at a meeting 
in Southampton together 
with cash from a meeting of 
Fareham Central LP and 
some members of Gosport 
Labour. Club shows that our 
class attitude to the recent 
Falklands war coincided 
with work ing class ex-

THIS WEEK 
£11,730 

perience in these towns. 
Thanks to LPYS Branches 

in Erith & Crayford, 
Stevenage, Blackley, 
Newcastle North, amongst 
others, also LP members in 
Beckingham (Kent) and 
Dukinfield (Tameside), 
Liverpool SOGAT 82 sup
porters, also anon. dona
tions from Bradford pen
sioner and reader in Newcas
tle, Staffs . 

Peter Taaffe donated his 
£30 fees from LBC radio, £3 
came from a Swedish reader, 
MS Singh (Leeds) sent £2.20, 
S Cooper (Gravesend) 
donated pay for 22 
September, and GMWU 
members at Kinkardin 
Power Station (Fife) held a 
collection for Militant after 
hearing a speaker. A 
Lewisham NALGO member 
sent us her expenses from a 
trade union school , and a 
collecting tin was rattled suc
cessfully at a factory gate 
meeting at Beeston Notts. 

Individual donations of 
more than £10 came from C 
Goldie (Sheffield), B In-

grams (UCW, London), M 
Langmead (Bristol NE 
LPYS) and the Grant fami
ly (Narbeth, W Wales) . 
Thanks also to clerical 
workers a t Birmingham 
Poly, students S Nube 
(Salford) and C McNulty 
(Brunei) (both fivers), fun
run sponsors (W London), 
folk night (Basildon), stop 
the witch-hunt party 
(Bracknell), and Maidstone 
social organisers. The Kent 
total also benefitted from 
donations from A Dobson 
(Tunbridge Well s), T 
Johnston (Faversham) and J 
Woolf (Sevenoaks). 

Although we will have 
'closed the books' by the 
time you read this, we won't 
have closed Militant. We ask 
any of our readers who 
haven't helped us so far to 
send us now what you can 
afford (and who can afford 
this system?) to give us a big 
start to our final quarter's 
target for the year. Let's 
have a brilliant final total for 
1982! On the other hand , £169, 

after expenses , came from a 
meeting in Bristol, and cash 
from Devon included money 
collected on a train on 22 
September, and a meeting on 
'What Militant stands for ' 
organised by Tavistock LP . 

Selling the paper at Labour Party Conference. Ray Apps (left) talking to Alan Sapper, this year's 
Chairman of the TUC. 

£44 after expenses came 
from a meeti ng in Hammer
smi th, £160 from East Ham, 
£207.50 fro m Islington, 
while South London readers 
have ensured their line goes 
well over the target with an 
extra £362 to date. 

Bradford sup porters 
heard. Pat Wall th is week, 
and donated £185 after
wards, with an additional 
£30 from Huddersfield. £230 
(including IOUs) came from 
a meeting in Newcastle, £1 4 
from Ashington with £57 
more from Teesside and £60 
in Sunderland (plus £9.50 
from Sunderland South 
GMC members) . 
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i' CLASSIFIED: 5p per word, 
· minimum ten words. 
. SEMI-D_ISPLAY: £2 per 2 col
.. umn centimetres. 
. All advertisement copy 
should ·reach this office bv 

. ..S~HIROAY, 

MILITANT READERS MEETINGS. 
'WHAT WE STAND FOR' . 

EALING: Tuesday 19 October 
at 8 pm. Speaker: Mike Wad
dington (Basildon CLP 
delegate to Labour Party con
ference) at Ealing Town Hall, 
Broadway, Ealing. 

NORWICH: Fight Tories, not 
socialists. Wednesday 27 Oc
tober, 7.45 pm, Duke Street 
Centre, Norwich. 

COLCHESTER: Sunday 17 Oc
tober, Labour Party Rooms, 
7.30 pm. 

TRETHOINAS: 20 October, 
7.30 pm. Speaker: Andrew 
Price. Pynyrwern School, 
Trethoinas. 

CAMBRIDGE: Monday 18 Oc
tober, 8.00 pm. Speaker: 
Steve Glennon. At the Bath 
House, Gwydir Street (off Mill 
Road), Cambridge. 

BRACKNELL: Monday 18 Oc
tobP.r, 8.00 pm. Speaker: 
Terry Pearce ( ctelegate to 
Labour Party Conference). At 
Griffen House, High Street, 
Bracknell . 

REDHILL: Wednesday 27 Oc
tober at 8 .00 pm. Speaker: 
Ray Apps (delegate from 
Brighton Kemp Town to 
Labour Party Conference) . At 
Progress House, 164 Garlands 
Road, Redhill. 

CROYDON : Tuesday 9 
November at 8 .00 pm at 
Ruskin House, 23 Coombe 
Road, Croydon. 

BEDLINGTON: 'Labour Party 
conference- which way 
now?' On Thursday 21 Oc
tober at 7 .30 pm. Speaker: 
Dave Archibald (delegate 
Newcastle West CLP to 
Labour Party Conference). At 
the Howard Arms, Bedlington . 

CARDIFF: On Wednesday 27 
October at 7. 30 pm. Speaker: 
Ted Grant. At Royal Hotel, St 
Mary St, Cardiff. 

CHESTERFIELD: Thursday 14 
October, 7.30 pm. Speakers: 
Wayne Jones and Cliff Hawley 
(President Derby NUM, per
sonal capacity). Rooms 3 & 4, 
Market Hall, Chesterfield. 

OXFORD: Thursday 14 Oc
tober, 8.00 pm. Speaker: Tom 
Smith (Coventry SE LP). East 
Oxford Community Centre, 
Princes Street. 

BASILDON: Thursday 14 Oc
tober, Laindon Community 
Centre, Aston Road (near Lain
don BR station) . 8.00 pm. 

BEDLINGTON Marxist Discus
sion Groups: Thursday 14 
October-'ls Russia Socialist?' 
Thursday 4 November
'History of the Labour Party' . 
All start at 7 .30 pm. Details P 
Marsden, Blyth 62098 . 

NORTH EAST Marxist Discus
sion Groups: 
FOREST HALL: Details Dave 
Metcalfe, 0632 665277 
NEWCASTLE WEST: Every 
Sunday. Contact Rob 
Lowther, 0632 775636. 
NEWCASTLE NORTH: Every 
'Sunday. Contact Karen 
Walker, 0632 732959. 
GOSFORTH: Every Sunday. 
Contact Rob Dennison, 0632 
844918 . 
SANDIFORD: Every Sunday. 
Contact Gavin Dudley, 0632 
652906. 
GATESHEAD: Every Sunday. 
Contact Tom McGuinness, 18 
Lumley Gardens, Gateshead 
(Gateshead 783262). 
WASHINGTON : Details, 
Washington 4 78424. 

----CLASSIFIED ----• 
LONDON DEBATE CANCELLED 

The debate between Peter Taaffe and 
Neil Kinnock, advertised for 20 October, 
has been cancelled, as Neil Kinnock has 
withdrawn to go and speak at the Nor
thfield by-election. lt is hoped to arrange 
a new date later this year. 

PIANO for sale 2' x 4 ' x 5 ' . 
Needs tuning & transport. Sold 
to highest bidder. Contact 
Dave Farrar 01-986 3828. 

WANTED: Accommodation in 
East London area. Anything 
considered. Contact Tim 
White, Box 4 , 1 Mentmore 
Terrace, E8. 

A major event for the broad 
left . Unite in support of t he 
alternative policies . 

Friday 15 October, 7 .30 
pm, at Camden Town Hall, 
Euston Road , London (near 
Kings Cross Station) 

Speakers-for the health 
workers Roger Poole (NUPE 
national officer) ; Les Huckfield 
MP; Jo Richardson MP; John 
Aitken (EETPU Broad Left can
didate for general secretary); 
lan Brown (EETPU Broad Left 
candidat e for National 
Secretary- plumbers J. 

Chair: Sean Geraghty (Elec
tricians leader, Fleet Street). 

Sponsored by Tribune , 
Flashlight (EETPUJ r2nk and 
file journal) and EETPU sup
porters of Labour. 

'Witch-hunt '82 poster' 
(reproduction · of Alan Hard
man's 'football' cartoon) . 1 for 
20p + 12Yzp p&p; 5 for £1 
+ 50p p&p; 10 for £1.50 + 
£1 p&p; 50 for £11 incl. p&p. 
From Nicki Westcott, 1 Ment
more Terrace, London E8 3PN 

(NB. Would And'rew, Paines 
Hill , please write again with 
full address so that his poster 
can be sent to him.) 

' NO WITCH - HUNT BUT 
SOCIALIST POLICIES '. T
SHIRTS and SWEAT-$HIRTS. 
Sizes and colours for small 
- 32-34; medium - 34-36 ; 
large - 38-40; ext ra-large -
4 2-4 4. Red motif on w hite, 
yellow, sky blue, bottle green , 
navy, black ( + sweatshirt 
grey and mid-blue) . Cost: T
shi rts £3.25 , sweatshirts 
£6 .75 (both prices include 
postage and packing) . PlainT
shirts and sweatshirts also 
available, deduct 25p from 
price . Send cheques and 
postal orders to R Harris, 3 5 
Westminster Court, Black
burn, Lancashire BB 1 1 UR. All 
proceeds to Fighting Fund. 
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TELECOMMS 
Strike back 
at bosses 

Almost 200,000 
workers from three 
different unions, the 
POEU, the CPSA 
(P&T) and the SCPS 
(P&T) will strike for 
24 hours on 20 Oc
tober against the 
government's plans 
to denationalise 
British Telecom. 

Preparations have already 
begun for an unprecedented 
display of unity in action. 
Given correct leadership and 
a weB-thought-out pro
gramme of action, we have 
the strength and momentum 
to defeat Tory proposals for 
our industry. 

Tory denationalisation 
plans span the entire public 
sector, from oil through air
ways to the NHS. Profitable 
industries or parts of in
dustries are ' privatised' at 
bargain basement prices, 
supposedly to stimulate 
private profitability, bailing 
out ' private enterprise' m 
this recession. 

The Tories also wish to 
undermine strong union 
organisation in nationalised 
industries through their tried 
and tested weapon of unem
ployment. Denationalisation 
has always brought redun
dancies in its wake as in
dustries are made 'fitter' and 
'leaner ' in preparation for 
profit-hungry owners. 

The sale of BT is excep
tional only in being the 
largest denationalisation ever 
proposed. BT has estimated 
assets of £15,000 million. 
The treasury expect 
£2-£3,000 million from the 
flotation and this would be 
used to fund tax bribes in the 
run up to the next election. 

Both workforce and 
customers would be victims 
of this public theft. A 
Department of Industry leak 
predicts 45 ,000 BT redun
dancies due directly to dena
tionalisation on top of the 
effects of new technology or 
the slump. 

As BT concentrates its 
contracts for supply and 
manufacture within the 
home market, 'privatised' 
BT will chase the cheapest 
overseas tenders with resul
tant closures in British 
private industry also. 

Home telephone users will 
suffer deteriorating service at 
escalating prices. As prices 
for big business are lowered 
to combat cream-skimming 
operations from recently 
allowed private competition,_ 
d<?mestic phones will in
crease prices to compensate. 
'Unprofitable' services like 
kiosks and rural com
munications will be allowed 
to waste away. 

Those who invested most 
in the industry, the publk 
and the work force stand .to 
Jose over denationalisation 
while only the Tories, their 
speculator friends and the 
financial institutions would 
gain. 

The 24-hour stoppage on 
the 20th is most welcome, if 

By Colin 
0' Callaghan 

somewhat overdue. as the 
POEU Broad Left have been 
calling for such a stoppage 
since the BT Act 1981 split 
BT from the Post Office. We 
have continually argued for 
a protest strike to mobilise 
the members and draw atten
tion to our case. 

In isolation from a 
developed strategy. however, 
a day's stoppage would be 
little more than a gesture in
stead of a springboard for 
further action. Despite Ex
ecutive resistance a flood of 
letters are presently cir
culating in the union calling 
for a special conference. We 
must develop a winning 
strategy and unite members 
behind it. 

A conference would act as 
a rallying point and a forum 
for ideas which up until now 
the union has not bad the 
opportunity to debate. 

The Executive's initial 
response has been based 
largely upon the Tories' 
declared intention not to sell 
until after the next election, 
so great emphasis was plac
ed on the return of a Labour 
government. Now the 
favoured government option 
is to sell before the election 

with share sales open to all 
telphone users, making 
reversal extremely difficult. 
This reinforces the case for 
a special conference to draw 
up an effective defence. 

The POEU in particular 
has a great deal of industrial 
muscle, the full force of 
which has never been 
unleashed. We cannot afford 
to pull our punches now. 
The POEU Broad Left ad
vocates escalating sanctions 
against financial institutions 
and big business interests 
who stand to gain most from 
denationalisation. 

The POEU can and must 
direct industrial action 
against selective targets to hit 
the Tories' paymasters 
without undermining our 
campaign for public 
support. 

Every nationalised in
dustry is under attack, yet 
our opposition remains 
isolated. The solidarity re
kindled during the health 
workers' dispute must be -
harnessed in defence of the 
public sector. 

The POEU and its sister 
unions in BT should take the 
initiative at national, 
regional and local level to 
call for the creation of public 
sector defence committees 
and turn them into fighting 
forces capable of stopping 
the Tories in their tracks. 

VVatervvorkers--------
In last year's pay deal the 
Water Council agreed to 
move towards wage levels 
which would be in line 
with the gas and electrici
ty industry. 

Their memories are ob
viously short, because this 
year they have offered the 
water workers absolutely 
nothing in reply to the claim 
for a 15f1Jo rise. The response 
of the trade union side has 
been to recommend a 24 
hour strike, which would be 
the ftrst ever national water 
workers strike. 

As Ray Gray, Northern 
chairman of the water 
workers explained, "it's not 
as though this section of 
workers is asking for the 
earth. "The basic pay for the 
highest grade on the manual 
side is £82. 

"Then added to this is the 

USDAW 
Broad Left 

Tbe general coafeRnce of 
the Broad Left iD tile shop
worker's llllioa USDA W 
held last weekead laid plans 
to begia the amp!lip for 
Broad Left caadidates for 
the uaioa's NEC, aad ea
dorse Jeff Pric:e's c:aa
didature for tile USDA W 
presideat elec:tioas. 

As a first seep, tky will be 
aim.i•& for -..o.atioas 
from ~Jroaama. Tile c:am
paip will ~OD fk 

bonus. This is for basically 
working in one big toilet, 
with tunnels of average size, 
so. you are bent double. Its 
claustrophobic, wet and dir
ty. You are constantly faced 
with the dangers of drown
ing and of gas and chemical 
waste. You don't know what 
has been dumped into the 
sewarage system. 

For this type of work, 
essential to the whole of 
society, you would expect 
that workers would receive a 
decent living wage. This time 
they are determined to make 
sure they get it. In Ray's 
words: "there's so much we 
could do in our industry with 
the power that we have." 

Ray Gray spoke to 
Dave Cotterill 

fight for a £90 m1mmum 
wage, a 35-bour week and a 
joint campaign with other 
unions against low pay. 
Other vital policies taken up 
will be opposition. to redun
daacies and closures, protec
tion of part time workers 
jobs and opposition to Sun
day trading. 

COALVILLE 
Coalville. a Leicestershire 
town that derives its name 
from coal mining, faces 
devastation because of 

''ID GE 
H!tMHTEt 

Steelwotkars oic~t .steel conference in Sheffield on 6 October Photo: David Smith (IFLl 

SAVE STEEL· BUILD 
TRIPLE ALLIANCE 

Another unemploy
ment domino is 
threatening to fall 
in the West of 
Scotland. 

In May 1981 the Talbot 
car plant at Linwood closed. 
Their basic steel was sup
plied by Ravenscraig Mill at 
Motherwell, so now rumours 
are flying thick and fast 
about the closure of 
Ra venscraig. 

Tommy Brennan, the con
venor at Ravenscraig, was 
angry about the methods of 
the top management o f 
British Steel. "Rumours and 
innuendo are no way to deal 
with the livelihoods of 6,000 
men. It is a disgrace, an at
tempt to confuse the workers 
here. 

''The television people 
have already been down, 
putting words into people's 
mouths about closure. Let 
me tell you this. If they come 
for Ravenscraig there will be 
an almighty struggle. 

"This is the finest plant in 
Western Europe. There is no 
logic whatever in closing it. 
McGregor is no different 
from his predecessors, 
Villiers or Finneston. Every 
problem has the same 
answer. Close the plant and 
cut down the work force." 

On 7 October, the Triple 
Alliance of miners, 
railwaymen and steelmen 

threatened pit closure in the 
area. 

But the local labour move
ment are already organising 
against unemployment. 
Bosworth CLP have called a 
demonstration for 16 October. 
The demonstration is sup
ported by the NUM and Arthur 
Scargill has been invited to 
speak. 

Details: Assemble Scotland 
Playing Fields, 11 am. Satur
day 16 October. Coaches 
from Humberstone Gate. 
Leicester, at 10.20 am. 

By Pauline Maniscalco 
(Leicester W LPVS) 

met in Scotland and issued a 
defiant rebuke to the steel 
bosses. "Any attempt at 
closures will be resisted with 
every means available," said 
Mick McGahey, of the 
NUM. 

By Bob Wylie 

The interests of miners are 
obviously linked with steel
workers. Ravenscraig gets its 
coal from Polkennet colliery 
and if the steel plant goes 
1,000 jobs will automatical
ly be put at risk in the min
ing industry. 

• 
The Triple 

Alliance lobby 
· must start a 

massive 
-campaign to 
save the steel 

industry 

• 
Strathclyde regional coun

cil has estimated that 
Ravenscraig's closure would 
put 12,500 jobs under threat 
immediately and in the 
longer term probably a job 
loss of double that would be 

APOLOGY 
In our issue of 6 August 
(Militant 613) we published 
an article about the National 
Union of Railwaymen wbicb 
was illustrated with a pic
ture. Unfortunately, the 
wrong picture was printed by 
mistake. 

Tbe picture erroneously 
used showed a station trolley 
being driven not by a 
railwayman but by a 
postman. The caption did 
not identify the driver (who 
was unknown by us) nor did 
it make any comment aboat 

the consequence. The stand 
taken by the Triple Alliance 
in Scotland has undoubted
ly re-kindled the fires of 
resistance at Scotland's other 
steel plant facing the axe
Clydebridge. 

Russell Cleery, the Joint 
Shop Stewards secretary at 
Clydebridge told Militant: 
"The struggle t6 save jobs at · 
Clydebridge is very much 
part of the struggle to save 
British Steel. Everybody 
knows that we are playing · 
big-time dominoes. If 
Clydebridge goes it will be 
Ravenscraig next. And after 
that even Hunterston." 

The ironic headline in the 
Glasgow Herald when the 
threatened closure was made 
known was 'Younger leads 
fight to save· Ravenscraig' . 
Younger is the Tory Scottish 
Secretary of State who has 
presided over the loss of 
175,000 Scottish jobs in 
three years! 

Workers will greet such 
claims with the disdain they 
deserve. Only their own uni
ty and action can save them 
now. The Triple Alliance 
lobby of Downing Street on 
26 October must be the start 
of a massive campaign to 
save the steel industry in Bri
tain, and if bringing That
cher down is the only way 
that that can be done, then 
so be it! 

See feature on steel, 
pages 8 and 9. 

the picture. 
If, however, the driver, 

who we are told is a Mr 
Overington, was in any way 
aggrieved by the use of this 
picture, we would like to 
apologise to bim for our 
mistake. 

Tbe boilermakers' union 
(ASOB) conference starts on 
20 October. See shipbuilding 
feature, page 9. 
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NHS 
disn.ute 

Industrial Reoorts 
Wanted· a bold lead 

Over 2,000 health 
workers marched 
through Harrogate 
on the Yorkshire day 
of action on 6 
October. 

Reg French (NUPE) 
thanked all trade unionists 
for the magnificent support 
they had given during the 
months of the dispute . He 
described the trade unions as 
a living force that could not 
be put down by the Tebbit 
bill or unemployment. 

The main speaker at the 
rally, Rodney Bickerstaffe 
(NUPE, General Secretary), 
attacked the '24 hour do
gooders' who broke hospital 
picket lines to work-as long 
as the TV cameras were 
there ! 

" These people" he said , 
"would not work day in, day 
out in the health service as 
health workers do". He call
ed for an indefinite strike in 
the health service until the 
claim was won. 

The last speaker, J oan 
Maynard MP, gave the ex
ample of two nurses who left 
the march to tend to so
meone taken ill on the pave-

-
ment. " This shows that 
health workers care" she 
said. 

She slammed those who 
were doing very well out of 
the health service such as 
private practitioners and the 
drug industry. "This must be 
taken into public owner
ship", she said to loud 
applause. 

All the strands of in
dustrial action, the steel 
workers, the miners, and the 
waterworkers, all would help 
the healthworkers win their 
claim . 

From there the marchers 
set up a big picket outside 
the Regional Area Health 
Authority Headquarters 
where union members were 
still working . The demo, the 
rally and the picket were all 
full of fight and enthusiasm 
but a national lead for na
tional action inv()lving all 
sections of the trade union 
movement is a bsolutely 
essential to force this govern
ment to retreat. 

By Pete Watson 
(Bradford Trades 

Council) 

Belfast 
·It was Northern Ireland's 
local day of action on 7 Oc
tober. Once again every 
hospital was reduced to ac
cident and emergency cover 
only, and rallies and marches 
held in Derry and Belfast. In 
both cities health workers 
occupied Health Board 
headquarters to publicise the 
action. 

Len Murray visited 
hospital picket lines, and 
later addressed a rally of 
shipyard workers who stop
ped in support of the 
hospital staff. 

Around a thousand 
Belfast workers showed they 
will stand against sec
tarianism in common strug
gle for the right to a decent 
living standard. 

South West 
England 

Friday the 8th saw the 
turn of the South West. In 
Plymouth , over 100 pickets 
lined gates at the main 
hospital, though the turn out 
could not match that of the 

They marched from 
hospitals in South, West, 
East and North Belfast:
yo ur religion didn't 
matter-you were low paid 
workers fighting with fellow 
trade unionists against the 
Tories' vicious attempts to 
drive another section of Nor
them Ireland's working class 
into absolute poverty. 

"We'd be better off on the 
dole," said one porter from 
the Royal Victoria Hospital. 
"but if you go on the dole 
here, you stay on it." 

The rally was lively and 
good humoured in Belfast, 
but Len Murray was jeered 
by local activists with calls 
for "an all out strike." and 
"We don't want a sell out. 
What about ASLEF." 

Health workers' response 
to the present regional action 
is critical and angry . The 
mood is for all-out strike ac-

22nd. 
Members of the crew of 

an NUS ship which came in
to Plymouth joined pickets 
and some workers from the 
dockyards, despite letters 
sent to workers following a 
st rike by 3,000 employees on 
22 September, threatening 
disciplinary action if workers 
came out again. 

tion with accident and 
emergency cover being pro
vided. Only when we move 
to such action do health 
workers here feel justified in 
calling for a 24-hour general 
strike of all unions. 

For a 24-hour 
general strike 

That such a response 
would be given was evident 
from dozens of telegrams of 
encouragement. Bus workers 
donated a day 's pay to the 
strike fund. Tony Benn sent 
his support and even the 
public services unions in the 
USA sent a telegram. 

It was again a good day in 
Belfast, but the action must 
now be escalated. A con
ference of rank and file 
representatives from every 

hospital shop stewards com
mittees must be called by the 
TUC to assess the mood and 
re-assess the strategy. In 
those unions which national
ly are holdin~ back, their 
branches must mundate their 
National Executives, with 
calls for escalation and all 
out action with accident and 
emergency cover, if the 
Tories remain adamant on 
their 6o/o-7 Vzo/o offer. 

Even at this late stage, we 
can still be victorious-if the 
TUC health services commit
tee are prepared to lead more 
boldly and more confident 
of victory. 

Micky Duffy 
Chairman North & West 

Belfast Joint Shop 
Stewards committee 

(R VH & Mater & Throne 
hospitals) . 

Manchester Royal Infirmary 

The fearless impartiality of the 
police was shown on Tuesday 
morning at a Manchester 
Royal Infirmary picket line . 
Martyn Edwards (Moss Side 
LPYS) was scooped up by a 
doctor's car crashing through 
the pickets, and carried on the 
bonnet for 20 yards, holding 

desperately onto the wind
screen wipers . 

As he fell off the moving 
car, the wiper broke and the 
police promptly arrested him 
on the grounds of criminal 
damage. No action was taken 
against the doctor. 

WEIGHELL FORCED OUT BY MEMBERS ANGER 
NUR activists 

want a fighting 
leadership • un1on 

A hundred members 
of the National 
Union of Railway
men lobbied the 
union's Special 
General Meeting on 
13 October, travelling 
into Birmingham 
from as far afield as 
Glasgow. 

Although the SGM was 
supposed 10 discuss the pay 
claim , the chairman ruled 
against a strong challenge 
that they had to discuss 
whether to reinstate right 
wing General Secretary 
Sidncy Weighell after his 
dramatic resignation last 
week. The challenge was on
ly beaten by 40 votes to 37. 

Despite the press reports 
of a mass mood of support 
for Weighell, the placards 
outside showed the real feel
ings of many rank and file 
NUR members. "Roll out 
the Weighell-wheel in the 
new'' said one, with others 
naming the General 
Secretary "Slippery Sid". 

One delegate summed up 
many members fee lings 
about the leadership's at
tempts to stifle freedom of 
speech. " He's trying to do to 
the NUR what Edwardes has 
done to Leyland". 

Another delegate from the 
North West showed the bit
terness "I think if Sid 
Weighell is reinstated, he will 

press for the 6% offer with 
the strings meaning loss of 
guards and porters' jobs. If 
he gets back in today, 1'11 be 
out of a job tommorow. 

Jobs at risk 

"It's possible it could be 
accepted anyway, but far 
more likely if Weighell is 
General Secretary. Weighell 
preaches continuously that 
the union is not in the habit 
of selling members jobs up 
the slope, but if these pro
ductivity proposals are ac
cepted,. this is what will 
happen. 

"l'd far rather accept 
nothing and keep guards and 
porters, and the safety of the 
tra ins . Is one life lost worth 
tak ing away 16,000 guards? 
Weighell would accept pro
ductivit y far more readily 
than the NEC. 

"We are 100% behind the 
NEC . 16,000 jobs would go 
for one man. Weighell 
would take the 6%, bow on 
the way out, touch his cap 

· and say 'when do I get my 
knighthood?' " 

Reports by 
Martin Elvin 

The Special General 
Conference of the 
NUR on 13 October 
voted by 41 votes to 
36 to accept Sid 
Weighell's resigna
tion. 

The news was 
greeted with jubila
tion by the lobbyists 
with shouts of 'fan
tastic', and 'magic'. 
Dele~ates were ap-

plauded and hands 
shaken all round as 
the news came out. 

The changing 
mood within the 
railworkers' union 
was shown by the 
high sales of the 
NUR Broad Left 
paper 'Left Lines'. A 
fuller analysis of the 
implications will ap
pear in next week's 

'Militant. ' 
The most vital 

need now is for a 
united campaign on 
one agreed candidate 
for the General 
Secretary, on a 
fighting programme 
to defend jobs and 
living standards and 
defeat management 
attacks on established 
working practices. 

PHOTO: John Arthur 
The NUR executive 
meeting prior to the 
SGM were denied ac
cess to the union HQ, 
Unity House, in an 
amazing denial of union 
rights and had to meet 
elsewhere. 



16 MILITANT 15 October 1982 

mE MARXIST PAPER FOR LABOUR AND YOl.FlH 
Editor: Peter Taaffe. Published by Militant, 
1 Mentmorl! Terrace, LondOn E8 3PN. Telephone: 01-986 3828 
Registered as a ne,qpaper at tbe Post Office. _ 
Printed by Cam bridle Heath Press Ltd (TU) ISSN .0144-9257 

NO JOBS 
(From page one) 

David Young speaking at a 
posh dinner last month. 

FIGHT BAC ·DOOR 
REDUNDANCIES 

organise as trainees together, 
then that exploitation could 
be overcome. 

The 'Daily Mirror' recently 
reported that each week, one 
young person on the dole 
commits suicide. 16 year olds 
are leaving school after 
eleYen years education , see
ing no future whatsoever. 

In London alone, 3,000 
people under 30 sleep rough , 
partly due to the terrible 
housing shortage, but also 
because society offers them 
no future . The fact that 
heroin addiction has increas
ed by 50% in the last eigh-

David Blunket , Sheffield 
Council Leader said " I was 
insulted that he should ex
pect people to join the 
scheme for this , it wasn' t 
even half the price of the din
ner he was eating. " 

The Labour Party Young 
Socialists are fighting for 
socialist policies as the only 
solution to the scandal of 
unemployment and low pay. 

We demand : 
• A guaranteed job, or the 
right to training on full pay 
for every school leaver. 
• Trade union monitoring 
and control of all training 
schemes. 

This week, water
workers, steelworkers, 
and the staff of British 
Telecom are taking 
strike action over 
threats to jobs and 

By Phil Holt 
(Liverpool Internal · 

POEU) 

wages. So, reportedly, begins a 
The nationalised in - document to British 

dustries are major targets for Telecoms Inland Directors 
Tory attacks, and British from NF Tappenden (Chief 
Telecoms (BT) face the pro- Officer Inland Personnel). 
spect of massive redundan- Dated 16 August 1982, the 
cies through privatisation first paragraph concludes "it 
(see page 14) . On top of this, · is to be expected that this 
BT workers suspect that . year's appraisement rounds 
management are trying to . will throw up more than the 
jettison employees through usual crop of less than 'ful-
back door methods . ly acceptable ' reports." 

"The drive for a 250Jo im- Appraisement reports are 
provement in operating ef- open assessments by 
ficency will inevitably focus workers' superiors of an in
management's attention on dividual's work and promo
the need to be more critical tion prospects . Other than 
in its staff investments." the dri ve to reduce staffing 

WRECKING NHS <From page one) 

t r ifl es - £28 ,000 o n t he 
casualty, £44,000 on each of 
the two wards. These savings 
will be made from "less 
medical treatment". It's the 
logic of the madhouse! 
Reduce expenditure by 
reducing patients-as if pa
tients have accidents or ill
nesses or become alcoholics 
on purpose! 

The Tories' logic seems to 
be-you only breathe air 
because it's available. 

The number of casualties 
in Harlow in 1980-81 was 
29,000. In 1981-82 it has in
creased to 34,400. Obvious
ly the hospital administra
tion think either accidents 
will cease to occur or that 
they will cure themselves. 
Already , the trade unions, 
the Labour Party and 
hospital workers in the town 
are getting together, to fight 
the proposed closures. 

The regional day of action 
for the Harlow area in sup
port of the hospital workers' 
claim is on 19 October . That 
day will now take on extra 
significance in Harlow. 

But the cuts by no means 
end there . The day before 
the Harlow announcement, 
it was reported that the Ox
fordshire Regional Health 
Authority were planning to 
introduce massive cuts in ser
vices. This authority, cover
ing a population of 2.3 
million, was reported to be 
planning almost the aboli
tion of the NHS as a free 
service. 

People just moving into 
the area would be barred 
from any NHS service except 
emergencies, many opera
tions like hernias would have 
to be paid for, charges would 
be introduced for staying in 
hospital and all mental 

which was recently revealed 
by the Guardian there's no 
other basis for this statement 
even within the document. 

Already, the Tappenden 
paper is producing a huge 
wave of uncertainty and hor
ror among BT workers-and 
no wonder. The paper refers 
to those who cannot adopt 
to BTs changing culture as 
"beached whales". It men
tions that a paper on redun
dancy will be circulated in 
the ·near future . 

But the main thrust of the 
"advice" to lower manage
ment is tantamount to 
blackmail in the eyes of most 
union officials . It lays out a 
schema of events whereby 
employees are given the 
details of superannuation 
benefits for retirement "in 
the interests of BT' ' . Other
wise they will face the stigma 

hospi tals would be closed. 
All this, it was reported , to 
save a defici t of £12 million! 

No w o t he r healt h 
authorities have drawn up 
contingency plans to cut 
essential services on a similar 
scale . 

By Bob Edwards 
(Harlow Labour Party) 

Tfe Tories have tried to 
take some of the heat out of 
the anger over these an
nouncements b.Y pointing out 
that they were only 'options' 
being considered by the 
authorities and that in any 
case they were obliged under 
the terms of the 1946 Act of 
Parliament to provide cer
tain services. 

But workers will not be 
fooled by these Tory alibis. 
These health authorities
even if they are not planing 
such swingein~ cuts this 

of going through what is 
termed ·''non-culpable inef
ficiency" procedure-an at
tempt to get rid of workers 
under a cloud of inefficien
cy accusations . 

This paper and the Guar
dian document clearly show 
the type of regime privatisa
tion is bringing to BT. Job 
security is fast becoming a 
thing of the past. ·It .further 
underlines the need for an in
dustrial and political strug
gle to defend public owner
ship and all the benefits that 
flow from this to workers 
and the ordinary customers. 

BT workers will be eager
ly awaiting news from 
management on the authen
ticity of this document. 
However our experiences 
seem to confirm that the 
main provisions are already 
in operation. 

year- are 
' softening up' public opinion 
fo r deep cuts. It is intended 
that al ongside the virtual 
aboli tion of the NH S, the 
cuts they do introduce will 
appear 'moderate' , i.e. more 
acceptable . Then later on , 
the really big cuts will begin . 

The Tories want to in
troduce a system of private 
insurance in place of the 
NHS and they would do it if 
they could get away with it. · 

In the face of the Tory 
proposals, shelved but only 
shelved for the moment, ·and 
in the face of the th reats 
from these health 
authorities, workers must 
stand firm. :rhe fight of the 
NHS worker!f for · a decent 
wage is linked to the fight of 
all workers for a decent 
health service. 

Down with the Tories! 
Fight for a socialist Labour 
government committed to a 
comprehensive, fully free 
health service! 

. teen months is yet another 
indication of the desperate 
situation facing youth , look
ing for a way out of the pre
sent crisis. 

But what is the Tory solu
tion to problems such as 
youth unemployment? The 
'Youth Opportunities Pro
gramme', which has now 
'employed ' over one million 
young people, is a device to 
reduce unemployment 
figurei and use youth as 
cheap labour. Only 40% of · 
those on YOPS get a job at 
the end of their schemes. 

The 'Young Workers' 
Scheme' which offers a £15 
subsidy (or reward) to 
employers who take on so
meone under 18 and pay 
them less than £40 a week, 
shows the Tories attitude to 
low pay . 

The latest quack scneme 
introduced by the govern
ment's Manpower Service 
Commission to create more 
temporary jobs would make 
a married man just £7.80 per 
week better off than being 
on the dole (excluding fares), 
according to MSC Chairman 

• A guaranteed grant of at 
least £20 a week for all 16-18 
year olds in full-time 
education . 
• Trade Union rates of pay 
and conditions for YOPs 
and all trainees on govern
ment schemes. 
• A minimum wage of £90 
at 18. 

Just one thirteenth of 
arms expenditure would be 
enough to . give every 
YOPster £55 a week, a 35 
hour week, and 5 weeks paid 
holiday a year. The wealth 
exists in society, but it is be
ing frittered away by the 
whims of the bosses, bankers 
and financiers in their search 
for profit. 

The LPYS is leading· the 
fight for Labour to take up 
bold socialist policies . With 
10,000 members across the 
country, the LPYS is the big
gest socialist youth move
ment in Britain . 
Demonstrating on October 
16th is just the start- join 
the Labour Party Young 
Socialists- get involved with 
the campaign to kick out 
Thatcher and Co ., and 
return Labour to power with 
socialist policies. 
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