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1979 POUND WORTH 65p TODAY ••• 

-

Margaret Thatcher is the last per
son to boast about her govern
ment's record on inflation. 

By John 
Pickard 

Stnce the Tories 
came to office, prices 
have risen by a 
massive 53 per cent. 
In other words, the 

. May 1979 pound is 
worth only 65 pence 
today. 

The Tories cannot com 
plain about the "world 
economy" for their price 
rises. Their policies in the 
last four years have involv
ed a concious effort to boost 
unemployment to attack liv
ing standards- but it 
shouldn't be forgotten that 
in the first two years of Tory 
mis-rule, there were other 
measures, no less deliberate, 
calculated to put up prices. 

A month before the 1979 
election, Mark Carlisle, Tory 
spokesman, denied a Labour 
Party claim that the Tories 
would put up the cost of 
school meals by lOp. "We 
have no such commitment", 
he said. Within nine months 
of taking office, the price 
was put up lOp and stands 
today at SOp, an increase 
overall of 100 per cent! 

Thatcher herself, in April 
1979, announced, "We have 
no intention to raise 

Continued on back page 

'I dont know what I'll 
do if she gets back in' 

One Liverpool woman, so we have something. lt 
Mrs Lee, described to causes murder because he 
Labour Party canvasser can't even afford a drink 
Chery/ Varley, how she once a week. 
tried to cope, with her hus- "The kids see their 
band unemployed and friends going on holidays 
three children: and they want to know 

"Myhusbandlosthisjob why they can't go, and 
three years ago. He work- what can I tell them? Every 
ed as a mechanic at a local year I tell them 'next year'. 
garage until it went "it's got to the stage 
bankrupt. We just never where I'm looking around 
expected him to lose his the house for things to sell. 
job because he's a trained lt 's just a vicious circle of 
mechanic and we thought debts. I had to start getting 
he'd always have work; so things from the catalogue 
we had nothing saved. because the kids needed 

"We just can't manage school uniforms and 
on the dole money. The things. 
kids need shoes but just "I mean, you can't send 
haven't the money. We get them without, but clothes 
£80 fortnightly and when are so expensive. I'm 
it arrives on the Thursday fighting a losing battle all 
I rush over to the super- the time, the bills are never 
market to spend about ending. 
£30-35 on groceries. "God, I don't know 

"I get a big sack of what I'm going to do if 
potatoes to make them last Thatcher gets back in. " 
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Workers' Candidate 
in Northern Ireland 
THE NORTHERN 
IRELAND Labour 
and Trade Union 
Group will be stan
ding a candidate in 
East Belfast in the 
General Election. 

This is a major step for
ward in advancing the ideas 
of socialism in Northern 
Ireland. We are confident 
about the campaign and pro
mise to be on every doorstep 
in the constituency to discuss 
with as many people as 

By Lucie MacShane 
(East Belfast Young 

Socialists, Labour and 
Trade Union Group) 

possible , to explain the alter
native to Toryism and 
bigotry. 

The Labour and Trade 
Union Group has fought 
consistently over the years 
within the labour movement 
for the creation of a Labour 

Party , based on the trade 
unions, to !live the working 
class an aiternative to th~ 
sectarian parties \\hi c h 
dominate politics in the 
North. 

We ha,·e called for the 
leadership of the trade union 
movement to fight elections, 
both local and general, in 
order to serve the interests of 
the mass of the working peo
ple here, who are not in
terested in Green or Orange 
Torv Parties, but who year 

Continued on 
Back Page 
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Figures can't lie - but liars can figure 
A LETTER from 
Market Opinion and 
Research Interna
tional, promoting 
their polling services, 
states that 
''newspapers usually 
publish only those 
parts of the poll they 
consider most 
newsworthy.'' 

What most Fleet Street 
papers regard as " newswor
thy", of course, whether it 
involves polls or other 
material, is anything damag
ing to the Labour Party. 

Public opinion polls now 
form part of the standard ar
moury of the Tory press, to 
be regularly deployed against 
the left , the trade union and 
the Labour Party. 

The current general elec
tion polls, published with 
monotonous regularity, are 
not so much designed to 
publicise a balanced view of 
rea l opinion, as an attempt 
to intimidate Labour sup
porters into thinking that 
they have no chance, to con
vince long-suffering voters 
into believing. almost , that 
their hatred of Toryism is an 
isolated view, unrepresen
tative of the majority. 

Labour workers have got 
every right to be suspicious 
of these polls, some of which 
show the Tories an incredi
ble 21 points ahead. The 
polls give substance to the 
old adage .. . "figures cannot 
lie , but liars can figure". 

If the Tories are so 
popular, workers ask, how is 
it they failed miserably in so 
many by-elections in the last 
four years, losing quite a few 
deposits in the process? 

If they really are 21 points 
ahead, as the TV Eye/ Har
ris poll would have workers 
believe, how were the Tories 
only 6 points ahead in the 
local elections, even ex 
cluding Sco tland , one of 
Labour' s strongholds? 

Some of the opinion polls 
are blatantly biased. Thus, 
Tony Benn complained last 
week about a telephone ·poll 
conducted on behalf of the 
Sun newspaper in his new 
Bristol East consituency. Of 
eight questions asked, Tony 
Benn complains, _ five were 
about him and none about 
the other candidates. 

Telephone polls are not 
new: they have been given 
headline treatment on 
several occasions in recent 
yea rs, although they leave 
out that suhstantial part of 
the population of lower-paid 

Doubting Thomas· 
• smear campa1gn 

MIKE THOMAS, one of 
the first Labour MPs to 
defect to the SDP in 1981, 
is clearly getting very 
doubtful of his prospects 
of keeping his Newcastle 
East seat. 

He got hi s elect ion cam
paign off to a desperate start 
with a clumsy smea r cam
pai!!n aga inst Miliranr and 
the~l oca l Labour Part y. Hi s 
a ttack wholly co ncern ed 
ll'ith discrediting the party 
" ·hi ch had got him into 
parliament (and most li kelv 
to turf him out) was ob li g
in gly reported at length in 
the loca l paper, the Even ing 
C hron icle, und e r th e 
headline ' I name th e 
militants-Democrat'. 

'Infiltration' 
claim 

The news paper article 
report s that in ' a strongly 
worded at tack' Mr Thoma~ 
cla imed that th e local part~ 
was heavily infiltrat ed b) 
milit a nts, and crit icised city 
co u nc i I leader J ere m y 
Beecham for not stand ing up 
to 'ex tremism ' ! He suggests 
that two former Labour Par
ty co uncillors in Newcast le 
East had been forced out by, 
o r had res igned in protest at 
left win g influence. 

L:nfortunately for 
Thomas , both councillors 
den y this suggestion. One of 
them lost hi s sea t through 
ward reo rganisation and 
denies any left wing plot. 
The other said he had resign
ed his seat for personal 
reasons. 

The main target for 
Thomas's attack was long 
standing Miliranr supporter 
Co un cill o r Ken Sketheway, 
w ho was Labour Part y 
sec retar y a nd agent when 
Thoma' was selec ted for the 
sea t in 1974. Thoma~. in a 
crude attempt to bolster hi ' 
image. says that "under 
threa t of my resig nation as 
th eir MP, the part\· remo\·
ed this man from under his 
positi o n but left him as a 
councillor .. '' 

Ken Sk eth e\\ a\' to ld th e 
paper that Thomas had 
never threatened to resign , 
but had ganged up with the 
ri !!ht win g to vote him out. 
'" I a m ~quite open about 

the fact that I support th e 
ideas of Mi/itanr ," Ken 
Ske th eway told the Evening 
Chronicle, "because Milira111 
is a Marxist paper, a nd I am 
a Marxist. 

" To the bes t of m y 
knowl edge there is nothin g 
to debar Marxists from be
ing members of the Labour 
Pa rt y, but there is something 
to d e bar Conservative s 
und e r the guise of 
Socialists-and that is what 
Thomas is." 

Other Milirant supporters 
' named' in the paper poimed 
out that th ey made no secret 
of support ing M iliwn r, a nd 
rh a t Mike Thomas, man of 
integrity, had known of their 
views when they had work
ed for his election-before 
his desert ion. 

By Militant reporters 

workers who do not have 
telephones, nearly a third of 
households, a majorit)' of 
whom will probably support 
Labour. 

Sometimes, the polling 
samples go from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. Thus, at 
the start of the Darlington 
by-election campaign, BBC 
Newsnight viewers were 
treated to the silly spectacle 
of an interviewer asking 
questions to waltzers at a 
Darlington sc hool of 
ballroom dancing! They may 
represent a cross-section of 
TV producers, but it hardly 
represents a general cross
section of the population. 

Even when the more 
'reputable' polling organisa
tions have taken more 
' representative ' samples, the 
press and TV, as the MORI 
letter indicated , use only the 
results they want. When the 
campaign to expel Milirant 
supporters was at its height , 
BBC Nationwide mentioned 
a poll apparently sho w 
public support for action 
against the M ilitanr, yet they 
did not even mention that 
the same poll showed a clear 
majority of the publi c 
against expulsions . 

Most of the recent polls 
have been published without 
taking any account of those 

who have yet to decide which 
way to vote, or who have 
refused to answer. This pro
mpted a Newcastle UniYersi
ty professo r of statistics to 
write to The Times about tile 
use of such misleading 
figures. The total figures , he 
noted sarcastically, were 99 
per cent for each poll, 
"which suggests a degree of 
commitment seldom seen 
outside the socialist 
countries". 

Leaving aside the com
pletely false association of 
the East European regimes 

·with socialism , the professor 
is otherwise correct. Polls 
that show 99 or 100 per cent 
commitment are leaving out 
competely that proportion of 
undecided voters which 
varies, accor~ing to the 
pollsters themselves , from 5 
to anything up to 40 per 
cent. 

From a similar stage in the 
1979 election campaign up to 
pollin g day itself , a n 
estimated one quarrer of all 
voters actually changed their 
decision as to which part y 
they would support, and 
although the final result put 
the Tories 7 per cent ahead 
of Labour, there were even 
at that time a few wild polls 
showing the Tories apparent
ly 21 per cent ahead. 

The People's March leaves Glasgow on 23 April. 

All the evidence 'on the 
ground' in the canvasses and 
campaigns, shows a huge ac
cumulation of bitterness 
towards the Tories, yet the 
media seems determined to 
cover it up. 

What the polls also tend to 
hide is the enormous volatili
ty that exists at the present 
time. The idea of 'fixed' 
blocks of votes, with a small 
percentage of 'floaters' in 
the middle is completely 
false. 

Millions of votes are there 
to be won by the Labour 
Party . Millions of workers 
are profoundly disillusioned, 
not only with Thatcherism 
and the Tories, but with all 
the 'old politics' . 

The scepticism that still 
exist towards the Labour 
Party is rooted in the policies 
and methods of previo us 
right -wi ng dominated 
Labour governments. Not
withstanding the position in 
the polls, Labour can win the 
election and win well, if they 
put forward the right policies 
in the right way. 

Workers would respond to 
a Labour campaign that 

· really broke away from the 
traditions and methods of 
the past. The results in the 
local elections in Liverpool 
are a pointer to the way the 

1 Peoples· March - against Tories 
I S M h LPYS, spoke to Militant 
1 THE PEOPLE arc reporters in Manchester, 
1 for Jobs '83 is being ap- before he and three others 
' plauded by worker were thrown off the march. 

wherever it goes, as it " I 'm an unemploy ed 
winds its way down to miner and I've been ou t of 
London in its nation- work for over 3 years. The 
wide campaign against Mid a nd East Lothian 

Trades counci l sponsored me 
unemployment. to go on the People's March 

Unfortunately however, because they saw it-as help-
some uf the marchers ha ve ing th e fight aga in s t 
been thrown off th e marrh unemployment by building a 
for th e crime of chaming ca mpai gn to defeat the 
ant i-Tory ~ logan s. Thev Tories and return a Labour 
co uld not , quite rightl y ac- governm ent commil!ed to 
cept this dictate of the march soc ia li st policies. 
o rga ni sers and didn ' t think " We ha ve recei ved a very 
Thatcher and Co could be let . good response in many areas 
off th e hook so li ghtl y such as Leyland in Lan-
espec iall y in an election cas hir e, where th e ca r 
period. workers came out to gree t' 

One of the marchers, Ali us . In Ma nchester about 800 
Hughes a member of the workers ioined the march to 

Stock port. 
"However I don't feel the 

march has had the impact it 
sho uld have clone. The 
march o rganisers, who are 
mostl y members of th e 
'Communist Part y' say tha t 
it should be a non-political 
demonstration-yet a ll th e 
marchers are iss ued with a 
free copy of the Morning 
S tar every clay! They ha ve 
now threa tened to throw 
people off the march for 
chanting slogans like "Mag
gie Out", but how can you 
have a no n-political cam
pa ign aga inst unemploy
ment? In the middle of a 
general election this march 
could be a brilliant oppor
tunity to rally workers to 
defeat the Tories." 

Labour Party should be 
campaigning nationally. 

Labour has presented the 
most radical manifesto since 
1945 , a manifesto supported 
by the overwhelming majori
ty of the rank and file, and 
outlining a whole number of 
vitally necessary reforms in 
health , education, social ser
vices, transport, and so on. 
Labour have given com
mitments on unilateralism, 
the EEC and to reduce 
unemployment, by a massive 
programme of expansion, to 
a million within five years. 

But the Labour leadership 
must make it clear that there 
will be no room for perma
nent reforms within the con
fines of the crisis-torn 
capitalist economy. The 
rebuilding of Britain will on
ly be achieved on the basis of 
fundamental social change, 
with a break, in other words, 
from the wasteful and wan
ton capitalist system. That is 
the message the labour 
movement needs to hammer 
home in the campaign. 

In the final analysis the 
main determining factor in 
the election will not be the 
polls, but the willingness of 
the Labour leadership to of
fer a programme that will in
spire workers and show the 
only way forward for 
society. 

Liverpool 
loses feudal 
relic 

THE NE~ Labour con
trolled council in the city 
of Liverpool have decid
ed that the pomp and 
waste associated with the 
title of Lord Mayor 
sho uld be done away 
with. 

At it s fir s t co un cil 
meeting, to the howb of 
a n!!uish from the Li bera ls 

' and th e Tories, the La bour 
majorit y abolished th e title 
a nd e lected a .council chair
man with a greatly red uced 
a llowance, in it s place. 

VI' hen the Liberals were on 
th e point of ga ining contro l 
of th e cit y in I 972 , th ey 
issued a lea fl et whic h drew 
al!cntion to the fact that th e 
a nnual cost of the mayoral 
cars, carriage and horses and 
' hospi talit y' was abo ut 
£25,000. Since the Libera ls 
have had control, those costs 
have risen to the astronomic 
sum of £90,000. The Labour 
council have cut the total 
a llowa nce down to on ly 
£8,000, having consigned the 
!!old cha in to a museum. 
~ Th e Liberals, as 
hypoc ritical as ever, tried to 
moved the abolition of even 
the reduced allowance "to be 
used to fund three jobs for 
th e unemployed", no doubt 
to create th e impresso n they 
were co ncerned about th e 
community but that was 
after they had already voted 
against the abolition of the 
ex pensive office of Lord 
Mayor . 

By a Militant 
reporter 



COVENTRY: Report by 
Clive Heemskerk 

Tories offer despair 
"SUMMER OF 
DESPAIR". This 
was the heading in 
the Coventry Evening 
Telegraph when it 
reported on the pro
spects of this July's 
3,000 school leavers. 

On the basis of last year' s 
figures only one in ten of 
Coventry schoolleavers will 
get a job by 1984. There are 
still 5,000 16-18 year olds 
either unemployed or on so
called training schemes such 
as YOPS. 

Tebbit 's cheap-labour 
Youth Training Schemes will 
be virtually the only thing on 
offer to the school leavers. 
One young voter told us that 
her catering scheme was 
worse than being at school. 
In the college part she was 
subject to petty discjpline . 
And at work she got low pay 
and few rights. 

Others le ft school at 
Easter without taking their 
exams . Many hoped that by 
leaving at Easter they could 
find jobs before the summer 
"stampede" began . But out 
of the 339 early leavers, on
ly 50 have found jobs. 

On the other hand, some 
of these school students, 
realising that they have no 
prospects of a job, left earl y 
so that they cou ld im
mediat e ly claim supplemen
tary benefit. 1 hank s to a 

aut Dave Nellist's campaign has brought the chance of a socialist alternative . Above: a worker 
at GEC buys a Militant from a canvasser. Photo : Militant 

penny-pinching rule in 
troduced by the Tories in 
1981 , school leavers who 
leave in July cannot register 
as unemployed until 
September. 

Many young people are 
turning out to help in 
Labour' s campaign. Labour 
is campaign ing for a £25 a 
week grant for a ll sixteen to 
eight een year o lds in full
time education. 

Fearful for th eir fu ture, 
more and more people are 

drawing socialist conclu 
sions. So much so that 
Coventry Tories are making 
efforts to prevent the Peo
ple's March for Jobs from 
making a full impact in 
Coventry when . it ~asses 
through in 22 May. 

There is a proposal from 
the Labour group for the 
West Midland s Count y 
Council to sponsor events 
around the People' s March 
for Jobs in th e West 
Midlands. This has been at-

tacked by the Tory opposi
tion leader. 

Coventry last year saw a n 
a verage 550 redundancies 
every month. At GEC, 
where former Tory Cabinet 
Minister Lord Carrington is 
chairman, I , 190 jobs were 
lost dur ing 1982 in the 
Coventry branches a lone
although profits rose by £43 
million in the last s ix 
months. That's the Tory 
priorities - Labour is 
fighting for the soc iali t 
a lt ernative. 

Sick Tory stunt Firemen support 
T e·rry Fields 

Firemen are playing a promi
nent role in Terry Fields' 
election campaign . Whilst 
the firemen' s union , the 
FBU, do not have a spon
sored MP , Terry is on the 
FBU executi ve. Strathclyde 
FBU are sending members to 
work for Terry. 

In Merseyside a circular 
has gone round the union 's 
branches asking for volun
teers. Last Sunday , twelve 

firem e n turn ed out in 
uniform to canvass for 
Terry. 

Many other trade union
ist s also turned up to help . 
There was a marvellous 
mood and people were en
thusiastic about supporting 
Labour with a campaign 
poster stating that Terry was 
standing as a workers' MP 
on a worker' s wage. 
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BRIGHTON-
• pens toners 

back socialist 
• campa1gn 

THE LABO.UR Par
ty headquarters in 
Brighton Kemptown 
has become the centre 
of activity for hun
dreds of activists 
from Brighton and 
the whole South East. 

The campaign is run and 
organised by loca l Party 
workers with help from 
those from other areas 
prepared to spend a few days 
or even weeks in Brighton 
and they are very well receiv
ed. On Saturday and Sunday 
an estimated 400 people were 
involved in leafletting and 
canvassing. 

In one day nearly the 
who le constitue nc y was 
leafletted and on the follow
ing day approximately 50 0Jo 
of the constituency canvass 
ed. Street meetings and 
paper sa les have proved 
hugely successfu l with hun
dreds of papers being sold. 

At the street sale last 
Saturday over 70 papers 
were sold, thousands of 
leaflets snatched up and over 
30 names and addresses were 
taken of those willing to help 
with the campaign and join 
th e Labour Pa rty Young 
Socia list s. On Sunday a 
Youth Rall y was held with 
200 people a tt ending. 

Bu t it 's not on ly the youth 
\\'hO are taking up the pro
gram me o n which Rod Fit ch 
a nd Labour a re stan din g. 
" I 'll be vori ng Labour'' said 
an elder ly woma n who 
bought a paper, "so yo u 
shou ld be smi lin g when 
you're se ll ing the M iliranr. " 

Many of the o ld and sick 
in Brighton are being given 
the first real cha nce of vot in g 
for a sociali st MP throug h a 
well organ ised campa ign to 
help them get their po ta l 
vo tes. "Nobody will stop me 
votin g her out'" One old 
woman said "e\·en though 
I'm bedridden." 

An other 80 yea r o ld , ask
ed i r she wa n red a postal 

vo te, sa id " no thanks I don ' t 
need it, I'll be the first one 
down there in the morning, 
I' ve been waiting four years 
for a chance to get her out." 
Yet a nother old age pen
sioner admitted never to 
have voted Labour before, 
but would this time because 
of Rod Fitch 's campaign for 
pensioners rights. 

A youth , sitting in Chur
chill Square, said he had 
been unemployed for over a 
year now and he supported 
Labour. "The real and most 
important problem that a 
politician should tackle" he 
said "was unemployment. I 
wanted a job as a motor 
mechanic but I'm either too 
young, too old or got no 
experience.'' 

John Sillit, canvassing for 
Labour , commented "One 
of the poorest sections are 
retired people , and 23% of 
the population here are 
retired. Old people tell us 
how cold they a re in winter 
being unable to afford to 
keep warm. 

"Since the Tories broke 
the link between pension and 
earnings, a pensioner couple 
are losi ng £2 .25 a week, 
single pensioners £1.40. Also 
this year pension increases a t 
two percent below the rate of 
infla ti o n will cos t a marri ed 
couple £ 1 a week, these 
measu res plus the defermen t 
of the 1980 benefit increase 
by two 1veeks ga\e the 
government £600 million a nd 
they probably gave ir to the 
rich in the form of tax con
cessions a nd other sc hemes . 

" It is the elderly who su f
fer mos t \\' hen serv ices a re 
cut. Ac; far as the T ories are 
concerned working class 
people who have lab;ured a ll 
their li ves become a burden 
\\·hen they get old . 

"People on pe nsions have 
as many reaso ns to' k ick o ut 
th e Tories as have you or anv 
o ther section of societ \' and 
th is is sho\\' ing rhrou~h on 
th e canvass re7urns."-

J J I will only accept a worker's wage'' 

The sickest election joke 
so far must be the Tories' 
attempt to film in a 
hospital they are trying to 
close down. In January 
Mildmay Hospital in 
Tower Hamlets, East 
London was closed to pa
tients. On Monday 16 
May, the Tories tried to 
take over one of the aban
doned wards, bring in ac
tors, and use the cosy 
scene in one of their 
political broadcasts to 
show how much they 
cared about the Health 
Service. 

When staff, who have 
been fighting to keep the 
hospital open, heard the 
news, they confronted the 

local management. Oliver 
Victor, Tower Hamlets 
NUPE branch-Secretary, 
explained, "The very peo
ple who are forcing the 
hospital to close are using 
it for their own political 
propaganda-we cannot 
allow that to happen." 

When theTories realis
ed that all the smooth 
skills of their ad-men 
could not glide over this, 
their film crew beat a has
ty retreat. And sym
bolically enough, the 
future of this NHS 
hospital, will finally be 
decided by the Area 
Health Authority on elec
tion day itself, June 9. 

Militant interview with Terry 
Fields, Labour candidate in 
Broad Green, Liverpool. 

Militant: - "What are the 
main issues'? " 

Terry Fields: On th e 
doorstep yo u often hear the 
cry 'you ' re a ll the sa me ' . 
Well in Broad Green I a im ro 
reswre the confidence of the 
electorate in an MP who is 
committed to carry o ut his 
pledges, who shares their ex
periences and who lives th eir 
li vestyle. If elected I will on
ly accept the wages of a skill
ed worker , and donate all the 
rest back to the labour 
movemen t. 

" In Liverpool the twin 
fight has been for a Labour 
council and for a Labour 
government. We've got the 
first, now we' re going to win 
the second . It is the only way 
to solve the major problems 
facing ordinary people-

Terry Fields, 

unemployment , hou sin g 
prices, and disarmament.-;-,' 

M: "What should be the 
priorities of a Labour 
government?" 

TF : " First ta ckle 
unemployment. The Labour 
government should take a 

leaf out the boo k ot' Liver
poo l Cit y Council which is 
pu tting into tra in an im 
mediate program m e to 
create an extra 1000 jobs in 
the cit y. If the Labo ur 
government did thi s it would 
c rea te confidence amongst 
workers. The main pr iority 
mu st be to ca rry our in fu ll 
it s manifes to a nd not renege 
on an y co mm ittm ents. ' ' 

Unions support 

M: "What help have the 
labour and trade union 
movement promised to help 
you win Broad Green?" 

TF: " After the local elec
tions there is great co n
fidence we can ~' in Broad 
Green. The Trade Unions 
for Labour Victory (TUL V) 
is playing an important role . 
Senior trade union officials 
of the TGWU, GMBATU, 

Nationa l Un ion of Sea men, 
UCW and . UCATT have 
been designated to \\ ork 
here. 

" My union , FB U, are giv
ing magn ificent support in 
thi s key marginal. Th e 
GMBATU ha\e offered a 
room in their regional offices 
whi ch is si tu a ted in the 
Broad Green constiruency, 
as a headq uarters of rhe local 
Labour P a rty during it s 
ca mpaign. GM BA T U 
stewards at Cammell Lairds 
have pro mi sed ro send a 
busload of ste\vards into the 
constituency to help in the 
campaign . Orher \\'Orkers 
facing the threat of redun
dancy ha\·e sa id the) will 
help . 

" Six weeks ago, Broad 
Green constituencv did not 
exist. Now we cim create 
hi s tory, by e lecting a 
wo rkers' MP here to repre
sent the working class." 



4 MILITANT 20 May 1983 

TARGET -£50.000 BY JULY 9. 
Area Received 

1060 
458 
415 
354 
212 
403 
421 
286 ' 
176 
130 
278 
265 
215 

% of target achieved Target 9 July 
27 
2600 
·1300 
3300 
1650 
2500 
3000 
3400 
3550 
2100 
3000 
3150 
2000 
1500 
2100 
3100 
3400 
5000 

A pressing need for money I 
YOU wo n't read the 
socialist case in the 
'popular' (gutter) press. 
None of them wants 
Britain to leave the 
EEC , get rid of nuclear 
weapons or support a 
socialist plan to restore 
full employment. 

An d you can't even afford 
to advert ise in th ose 
papers- fu ll page· adverts 
cos t about £20,000. 

That 's why it's im portant 
to build up the social ist a lter
nat ive. W e are asking our 
readers to g ive us the 
equ ivalent of two 'advert' 
pages by polli ng day. U nless 
we get that £40,000 in , we 
are not going to be able to 
campaig n so effective ly 
agains t the Tories a nd for 
our class. We don't get our 
money from rich individuals, 
big companies or foreign 
organi sa tion s but so le ly 
from ordinary peop le, 
workers a nd supporters in 
the labour movement. 

Th is week we' d lik e to 
th a nk Labour Part~· 
members in Open s haw, 
Walsall No rth , Bradford 
North, Thanet , Alston LP 
(P enrith & Borders CL P) , 
Mossley Hill , Co lindale, 
Leicester and Felling a nd 
Wa llsend (T ynes ide). An ex
cellent £63 came from a Mili
tant meeting in Hull and £36 
in Ryde, IOW , where the 
p ro spec ti ve ca ndidat e is 
again Cat hy Wi lson , stan
di ng o n a sociali st pro
gram me. Tins have also been 
rattled at meetings, marches 
and demos . 

At work, we 've had con
tr ibu tions from shipya rd 
workers on Tyneside , 
engineering workers on the 
T orness site, Scotland, and 
from members of TGWU 
5/ 909 and 5/ 826 Branche 
(£25) in the West Midlands. 
Smaller amounts from 
workers at John Moores. 
Waterloo station (Mersey
side) and stewards and T U 
delegates (who've put in 
their expenses) show that 
they know the benefits of 
socialism. 

Young Socialists in 
Keigh ley sold stickers for us, 
and co mrades in Maccles
field sold jumble. Northern 
region young socia li sts sent 
us donations and collec tion s 
from May Day, and Ber
mondsey LPYS have been 
taking regular collec ti ons for 
us. Labour students, par
ticularly in the Northern 
region (again!) , have a lso 

Militant sellers with an unlikely ally in Newcastle. Make sure 
Thatcher gets smalle r an d Militant gets bigger. 

sent us donations: thank s to are o nly a small number of 
Newcastle Marxis t Associa- the many people who sent us 
tion and others. cas h this week. 

Individual comributi o ns As o ur new appeal sheet 
included a Turk ish seaman makes clear, Militant stands 
($1 0), so meone in the Royal and fights for the return of 

avy, R Adam (Whitley a Labour government with 
Bay) , four Gri msby sup- as big a majority as poss ible. 
porters, D Et h eridge But we also need to reach 
(Ipswich), Mrs Usher (Wall- thousands more on a regu lar 
send LP), Stan (a retired basis who will be seeing Mili-
Staffs miner), Bir min gham tan! for the first time du rin g 
AUE \V, TGWU and NUS the electio n campa ign, and 
members; P Snyder (Hill - that means extra newsprint 
head YS) and D Neale (Kelv- costs, freight charges, bus 
ingrove YS), S Marsh fares and so on. If you a re 
(hospital pat ient in a new Militant reader how 
Glasgow), C Edwards (single about sending us a donation, 
parent, N London), Mrs however srr.::tll, it a ll helps . 
Weston (Dalkeith), Send cheques or posta l 
Cas tl em ilk si t ters- in , M orders to Militant Fight in g 
Taylor (Scunth orpe LPYS), Fund, l Mentmore Terrace, 
a Fa lkirk pensioner , S War- London E8 3PN, or see your 
wick (Bracknel l: £1 per week local seller. 
promised), and two Leicester 
nurses (L Furniss COHSE By Steve Cawley 
and SAnderson RCN), who 

Your 
• campa1gn 

needs 
Militant 
"HOW to kick out the 
Tories?" "How to get a 
Labour government com
mitte d to sociali st 
policies?" Those are the 
.burning questions of the 
day , and Militant has the 
answers! That's why we 
had to double our print 
run last week. 

We've already had a great 
response including a new 
order from Fareham. and 
the Labour candidate in 
Worthing has taken out an 
order fo r 20 papers a week 
to use in her campaign . Use 
the Militant in your cam
paign and not only pick off 
the Tories but pick up sales 
fo r us! 

E lsewhere we 'v e had 
record sales at union con
ferences with hundreds being 
sold at CPSA conference 
and 70 being sold of the first 
issue at IRSF conference. 
Our sellers were also promi
nent at the NUR mass lobby 
in London last week as well 
as giving out leaflets and sell
ing Left Lines, over 50 
papers were sold . 

We are also looking for 
the best seller during the 
election, keep a check of the 
number of papers sold each 
week and we will print the 
best one we hear about. 
Make sure that Thatcher 
co mes out of this election 
smaller and Militant bigger! 
For bulk orders of Militant 
write to 1 Mentmore Ter
race , London E8 3PN or 
phone 01-533 1822 any time 
between 8.00 am and 8.00 
pm any da y during the 
election. 

• 
P .S. During the first week 

of the election Sunderland 
sellers set the pace, selling 
300 papers. 

• 

CARLISLE Marxist Discussion 
Group held fortnigh t ly. Ring 
Carlsile 21068. 

BLACKWOOD Marxist Discus
sion Group . Telephone 
Blackwood 220051. 

POPLAR Militant Discussion 
Group. Ring01-515171Bfor 
details. All welcome. 

MARXIST Discussion Group in 
Bury/OidhamiRochdale . Ring : 
(0706) 359827 . 

NEW RATE 
CLASSIFIED: 1 Op per word, 
minimum 10 words . 
SEMI-DISPLAY: £2 per 2 col
umn centimetres. 
All advertisement copy should 
reach this office by SATURDAY. 

HALIFAX Marxist Discussion 
Group . Phone Phil Crossley , 
Halifax 822814. 

NORTH EAST Marxist Discus
sion Groups : 

Benton: Details Ged Grebby, 
0632 662374. 

Wallsend : Contact Ed 
Waugh, 0632 341284. 

North Shields and Whitley 
Bay: Contact Robin Jamieson, 
0632 523441 . 

CLASSIFIED ---

ELECTION! ELECTION! 
Advertise your election meetings in 
Militant. See above for rates. 

FEL THAM Militant supporters ' 
Rugby Club wishes to take on 
world. An yone interested 
please phone Staines 52270 . 

WRITE OFF THE TORIES 
WITH US 

Militant bi ros with slogan: 
"Read Militant, Tories out . 
Labour to power on a socialist 
programme. " Norma l price 
20p (plus 20p p&p). Bulk 
orders : 1 0 at £ 1. 30 (post 
free) . 

MILITANT Circulat ion Depart
ment co ntac t able du ring 
general election DAILY from 
Barn to 8pm on 01 -533 
1822. 

DON 'T canvass with out one! 
Militant badg es ava ila ble . 
Ma ny ti tles . Con tac t: Val 
Pearce: (0344 ) 2 1858 or 
Martin Pearce 01 -94 6 2955 . 

UCW Militant 
Supporters 

send fraternal 
greetings to 

UCW conference. 
Tories Out .... . 
Tebbit Out .... . 
For a Socialist 

Labour · 
government. 

STICK WITH M I LIT ANT 
Yellow advertising 

stickers 
1,000 for £11 ; 500 for 
£5 .60 ; 200 f or £2 .30 . 
Send cash w ith order, 

cheques payable to Mili
tant . From Militant Cir
culation, 1 Mentmore 

Terrace, London E8 3PN . 

SNOWDONIA: Bed and Break
fast in comfortable cottage . 
£4 .50 nightly, £28 weekly . 
Telephone Llanberis 870062 . 

MILITANT Marxist Weekend 
Schools . 
LONDON 2 /3 J uly Queen 
Mary College Student Union . 
NORTHERN 9 / 10 July, 
Teesside Poly, Middlesbrough . 
Fulle r deta ils future issues . 

AVA ILABLE soon : Militant 
cassette newspaper for the 
blind and partially sighted . 
Published fortnightly. Sub
scription rat es: £3.50 a 
quarter , £ 1 3 . 00 per annum . 
Send cheques and postal 
orders to: Mi litant Ta lk ing 
Newspaper, c/o 26 Ashton 
Terrace, Leeds, West Yo rks . 
For further details contact 
Fiona 0 1-470 6774. 

NORWICH LPYS 
w elcomes East ern 

Job M archers . 
Tories Out! 

Socialism In! 

Summer 
Camp 

South Wales Militant Summer Camp 
August Bank Holiday 

Friday 26 August-Monday 29 August 
For the eighth time we are organising our highly 
successful camp in the beautiful surroundings of 
Horton on the Gower Coast (10 minutes' walk 
from Port Eynon and Horton beaches). 

U will provide not only an excellent introduc
tion to the ideas of Marxism, but also a superb 
holiday for the family. Price £10. Write to 181 
Hanover Street, Swansea SAl 6BP. 

ELECTION! ELECTION! 
Advertise your mass 
canvasses in Militant. See 
above for rates. 
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FOUR years of Tory _____ _ 
g 0 V ern men t haVe L~l)<Jt,r Par<V Y<M'9 511~'"""'" ur ••. : 

been a catastrophe 
for working class 
youth. 

Forty per cent of the 
unemployed-! ,200,000-
are under 25 and the best the 
majority of school leavers 
can now hope for, is a place 
on one of Tebbit 's slave 
labour £25-a-week dead-end 
schemes. One in six univer
sity and polytechnic places is 
being cut by the Tories. 

Throughout the Tories' 
term of office, Labour' s 
youth movement, the LPYS, 
has been to the fore front of 
the struggle against their 
reactionary anti-working 
class policies. Now a general 
election has been called, the 
LPYS will spare no effort in 
the fight to drive them from 
office . 

Half a million leaflets 
have been produced by the 
LPYS nationally in conjunc
tion with the Labour Party 
ai med at winning the you th 
vote. One hundred thousand 
stickers wi ll a lso shortly _be 
available. LPYS branches 
should now ensure that their 
constituency parties place 
orders for this materi al as 
soon as possible as part of 
the campaign to inspire 
youth to support the Labour 
Paqy. 

The l election leaflet, now available £5 per 1000 from the 
labour Party , 150 Walworth Road, London SE 17. 

Across the country th e 
campaign on the ground is 
already well under way. In 
Scot land , LPYS electio n 
meetings have been agreed 
and organised in ' the majori-

ty of const ituencies in 
Glasgow. A number of ma
jor yo uth rallies are to be 
held and there will be youth 
speakers on the platforms of 
most of the other major 

IAL 
Labour Party rallies as well. 

Twenty thousand LPYS 
st ickers are being produced 
for the campaign and an 
election campaign bus has 
been booked to help organise 
mass ca nvasses in the 
marginal seats. A special 
LPYS recruitment poster has 
been produced and is to be 
distributed by the Scottish 
Labour Party to every con
stituency for display in the 
Labour committee rooms. 

Campaigning 
nationwide 

In Wales , LPYS members 
in the NUM have set up a 
"Yo un g Miners for a 
Labour Victory" campaign 
with a view to producing an 
election leaflet and organis
ing meetings fo r every pit. 
The aim is not only to get 
young miners to vote but 
also to actively campaign to 
defeat the Tories. Plans are 
also in hand to set up similar 
campaigns amo ng youn g 
civil servants, young health 
workers (with a leaflet pro
duced jointly with NUPE) 
and young steel workers. 

Throughout the country 
mass canvasses of LPYS 

members are being arranged 
for most ·of the margi nal 

.constituencies. In the South 
West for instance these are 
to be organised on a regular 
basis in the Bristol East con
stituency, the seat being 
foug ht by Tony Benn. 

Mass canvasses have also 
been arranged in the seats of 
Glasgow Hillhead, Glasgow 
Cathcart , Edinburgh East, 
Stirling, Dundee East, West 
Renfrew & lnverclyde, Man
chester Withington, Stock
port, Liverpool Broadgreen, 
Sheffield Hill sbo rough , 
Keighley , Nottingham East, 
Nottingham South, Birm
ingham Selly Oak , Luton , 
Portsmouth and Brighton . 

Youth have most to fear 
from the return of a Tory 
government. We can be con
fident that through cam
paigning around bold 
socialist policies then the 
LPYS will play its full part 
in winning youth not only to 
vote Labour in the general 
election but also to active 
membership of the LPYS in 
the fight for socialism in the 
future . 

By Nick Toms 

The "Young Miners for a 
Labour Victory" campaign 
set up by LPYS members in 
the South Wales miners' 
union has been backed en
thusiastically by the South 
Wales miners' president , 
Emlyn Williams. Two major 
rallies are being organised by 
the campaign-one fo·r East 
Wales in Tredegar on 26 
May with Des Outfield 
(NUM), Richard Morgan 
(LPYS) and Michael Foot 
speaking and one for West 
Wales with Emlyn Williams 
(NUM), D Morris (PPC) 
and Richard Morgan 
(LPYS) speaking; the date 
and venue for which have 
still to be arranged. 

Building the party 

YOUNG 
MINERS 

Eight pit-head meetings 
have also been arranged to 
date and the NUM has in
dicated that it would be 
prepared to pay for the 
leaflet for the campaign. 
Th is example should be 
taken up by LPYS members 
in every industry in the cam
paign not only to defeat this 
hated Tory government but 
also to build a mass member
ship of the LPYS. CAMPAIGN 

"YOU'VE got to vote 
Labour in this election. 
Thatcher goes on about Vic
torian values and that means 
going back to live with your 
mother. I must vote Labou r 
to keep my flat because I' m 
on the dole and my rent is 
paid by the DHSS and if the 
Tories win, they might cut 
the money and I won't be 
able to afford my flat. " 

-25 year old , Kensington 
Ward. 

"I ' m vo ting Labour 
because I ' m working class . 
Anyone who is against war , 
I'll vote for them. We should 
have an international federa .. 
tion of ordinary people and 
if anyone threatened war, we 
should shoot them." 

-Pensioner, Old Swan 
Ward. 

"The Liberals came in the 
past and promised us things, 
but once they got our votes 
they never came back 

again." 
"There should be no 

financial gain for MP~. They 
should represent people 
because they want to. You're 
right about MPs Jiving on 
the average wage of a skill
ed worker." 

-Comment of one 
woman to a canvasser , tell
ing her about Terry Fields' 
pledge to live on the wages 
of a skilled worker. 

I 

On the Whiterock Estate 
in Kensington Ward, Terry 
Fields explained to one cou
ple how he would only ac
cept a worker 's wages. When 
the husband heard this, hav
ing already agreed to take 
one poster to put up in the 
window, he said , "We' ll 
have two posters instead of 
one! One for upstairs and 
one for downstairs." 

FOR A WORKERS' M.P. 

ON A WORKERS~ WAGE! 

E 
The election poster produced for Terry Fields . The liberal poster 
also proclaimed their candidate. Richard Pine. to be " a worker-a 
winner" . Pine is in fact a personnel director of a chemical firm ! 

MOST Labour Party bran
ches in Broad Green consti 
tuency have ex perienced a 
grow th in membership 
fo llowing the recent suc
cessful local elect ion cam
paigns in Liverpool, where 
Labour gained control of 
Liverpoo l City Coun cil. 

In Broad Green ward, 
where a Militant supporter 
defea ted a sitting Liberal 
councillor, the local Labour 
Part y recruited 16 
people-14 of them turning 
up at last week's ward 

meeting and ask ing to work 
for Terry Fields in th e 
general election. 

Most workers in the con
stituency see the need to 
defeat the Tories and fight 
for a Labour vic tory. One 
SOGAT FOC, for example, 
turned up yes terday, asked 
to sta rt selling Militant and 
become active in the Labour 
campaign. This is just one 
example of the potential that 
exists to build the Labour 
Part y based on socialist 
policies. 

BRISTOL EAST: 
11am, Sunday 22 May. 
LPYS street meeting and 
mass canvass. Eastville 
Market. All offers of help 
please contact Transport 

- House, Victoria Street, 
Bristol. Tel: 293032. 

BRIGHTON 
KEMP TOWN: 

1 0 .30am Sunday 22 May. 
Meet at Labour Party HQ, 
179 Lewes Road , 
Brighton. 

COVENTRY SE: 
Sunday, 22 May: 

In St Michael's Ward, 
meet at 30 Coundon Rd at 
10.00am. 

In Lower Stoke at Stoke 
Aldermoor Community 
Centre, The Moorfields at 
10.00am. 

In Cheylesmore Ward at 
Cheylesmore Community 
Centre, Arundel Rd at 
10 .00am. 

LEITH: 
Tuesday 24 May and 
Tuesday 7 June . Both at 
6.45pm at the Trades 
Council, 1 2 Picardy Place 
(opposite Playhouse 
Theatre). 

EDINBURGH 
SOUTH: 

Tuesday 31 May at 
6 .45pm at Gilmerton 
Miners Welfare Club , 
Newtoft Street, Gilmerton 
Crossroads (buses 3, 8 , 
31 , 32) 

ISLE OF WIGHT: 
For all details of campaign 
and canvassing, contact 
IOW Labour Party , 10 
Fairlee Road, Newport . Tel 
(Newport IOW) 526318 . 

BROAD GREEN, 
LIVERPOOL: 

Saturday 21 May meet 
1 O.OOam, 2 Lower Breck 
Road , Tuebrook (TV 
available to watch cup 
final). On Sunday 22 May 
meet 1 O.OOam . AUEW 
Hall, Mount Pleasant for 
Youth Rally , to be follow
ed by mass canvass. 

Public meeting, Thurs
day 19 May at 7 .30pm at 
St Cecilias Primary School, 
Snaefell Avenue , 
Tuebrook . Speakers: Terry 
Fields, (Labour candidate) 
and LPYS speaker. 

BRADFORD 
NORTH: 

Saturday 21 and Sunday 
22 May. Both days meet 
1 O.OOam, at 2a Hall lngs 
(opposite Telegraph and 
Argus building) . Tel : 
727229. 

TYNEBRI~GE: 
LPYS canvass Thursday 
19 May . Meet 6 .30pm, 
Gateshead Metro. 

GLASGOW: 
LPYS "Campaign B~s" will 
be touring marginals on 
Saturday 28 May. 
Volunteers for help con
tact: F Curran 041 -7 71 
8961. 
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Unite and Fight? 
The Liberal Party are not exactly doing their best 
to inspire the youth vote to turn-out in support of 
the policies they cobbled together with the Slowly 
Disappearing Party. 

Vice-chairman of the Young Liberals, Mike 
Harakin, has taken one look at the Alliance's 
manifesto and retorted , "Young people would do 
just as well staying at home on 9 June if they go 
by the Alliance manifesto" (Daily Mirror, 17 May). 

Liberal leader, David Steel, no doubt doing his 
bit for party unity , said in reply, "It will be just 
as well if the Young Liberals stay at home.'' And 
this is the party that is going to "unite the nation"? 

Abuse of power 
Gas and power chiefs cut off 95,000 households in 
nine months last year, but broke the hardship rules 
in 94,000 of them. That 's the result of a survey by 
the Child Poverty Action Group and the National 
Right to Fuel Campaign. They also claim that a 
third of the boards did not even know the rules. One 
board allowed a family to run up a £2,000 debt and 
then wanted them to pay it back at £30 a week from 
a total income of £68! Pensioners, people on very 
low incomes were being disconnected when they 
shouldn't have been. Can we now expect the Tories 
to launch a tirade against power boards' infringe
ment of the rights of the individual? 

Pandora's wedding box 
One person unlikely to have his power cut off is 
Jocelyn Stevens the publishing tycoon. He's plann
ed a little party for the wedding of his daughter Pan
dora to man-about-town Charles Delevinge next 
month. 900 guests will attend a dance at Stevens ' 
house on the banks of the River Test in Hampshire. 
Part of the river will be covered with a dance floor, 
and pink champagne will be served by waiters wear
ing pink, ordinary champagne, naturally enough , 
by waiters in white. Music will be provided by the 
fashionable Lester Lanning Orchestra. At about 2 
am the bride and groom will shove off down the 
Test aboard a punt disguised as a white swan, on 
the first stage of their journey to the Caribbean for 
the honeymoon . 

A sliding scale of binges 
Wining and dining form an essential part of the in
ternational diplomatic ritual. The amounts spent on 
visiti ng dignitaries can perhaps be taken as a rough 
guide to their relative importance in the eyes of the 
government. King Khalid of oil rich (and reac
tionary) Saudi Arabia had £43 ,799 of the govern 
ment 's hospitality fund spend on him , while the 
Deputy Minister for foreign trade of the USSR was 
only worth a paltry £2,433. Incidentally, the lunch 
for visiting heads of state at the Royal Wedding was 
a snip at £11,543. 

Without comment . .. 
Romford Young Conservatives are gett ing down to 
Tory election work. A report of their May meeting 
was carried in the Barking and Dagenham Adver
tiser, (May 13): "A man who says he died 2,000 
years ago gave a talk to Romford Young Conser
vatives recently, Captain Arthur Flowerdew, 80, 
claims he was killed in the ancient city of Petra, in 
Jordan, in a previous life. Chairman of Romford 
YCs, Andrew Rosindell said later: 'It was an in
teresting evening. Captain Flowerdew showed us a 
slide of the spot where he believes he was killed'." 

Fifty Years Ago 
The elitism which runs through to-day's SDP
Liberal A lliance leadership is nothing new. Their 
worries and concerns, as befits their lifestyle is a 
million miles away from the problems confronting 
ordinary people. It was the same fifty years ago. 

In the spring of 1933 the Liberal Peeress, the 
Countess of Oxford, widow of Asquith, a Liberal 
Prime Minister, proclaimed: "You cannot cure 
unemployment, but much could be done to alleviate 
it if the schemes are not too grandiose. The square 
/live in was buried in snow and slush for days, and 
every doorstep dangerous, yet not one unemployed 
man was engaged to clear it". Asquith 's biographer, 
Roy Jenkins may not use quite the same lofty 
rhetoric, but his remoteness from ordinary people 
is the same. 

Diana Stanfield, a tenant on 
Whitehawk Estate, Brighton, spoke 
to Eric Segal. 

'' IF THE Tories are re-
elected none of us will 

be better off. It will be an ab
solute disaster. The estate 
will deteriorate and I don 't 
believe they'll abolish rates 
anyway. 

Rod Fitch will represent 
the working class. Left-wing 
ideas are necessary. 

The Tories are making it 
eas ier fo r working people to 
get HP or to borrow money 
so when things get bad , 
workers can ' t afford or are. 
fr ightened to complain or go 
on str ik e. 

There's nothing here for 
the kids . The houses are 
damp , but the Council say its 
only condensation, and 
they've sent out officia l 
leaflets about it tell ing us 
how to cope. 

They say, for example, (I) 
that we've got to keep fires 
on all day and (2) we mustn't 
have too many baths. How 
can kids not have baths? 
Especially 9 and 4 Y2 year 
olds? 

There 's a play-school on 
the estate. But it costs £20.00 
a week to keep ' the kids there 
fu ll-time and the Council 
subsid y for single parent 
families has been withdrawn. 
I have to keep the kids in the 
house . One kid round here 
was run over in the road 
about 6 weeks ago. There 's 
nowhere that they can play 
safely. 

It costs 76p in bus fares 
just to get to the shops. To 
get to the town it costs well 
over £1 .00. And the shop on 
the estate wit h food and 
other things costs much 
more than the town prices. 
For example a tin of cat food 
costs I Op more than in the 

town. 
With no facilities who do 

you blame? The Govern
ment or the Council or both , 
Rod Fitch is different. He's 
prepared to help . And he's 
interested. He' ll come into 
your house and discuss your 
problems. 

We've never seen the Tory 
MP up here . He might shed 
a few tears for the pensioners 
a few weeks before the elec
tion but once he's elected he 
disappears. Anyway, how 
can someone living in this 
sty le with his money etc. 
know how to li ve on 
coppers? 

My husband's working, so 
we're luck y. But it ' s terrible 
seeing peopl~ who can't af
ford to buy things like fruit 
and th_ings for their kids. My 
husband said last night, "all 
a working man wants is de
cent living conditions, a 
home, a holiday once a year 
and enough for a pint·." He 
said you're frightened 
sometimes to go in to a pub 
in case you see your mates 
there and you haven 't got 
enough money to pay your 
round. 

When the Labour Party 
get in they' ll have a big mess 
to clear up, with 3 Y2 million 
on the dole. The most im
portant thing is to get peo
ple to work. My 9-year old 
said, ' I wonder if I'll get a 
job when I leave school' . 

Yet even if he stays on and 
gets qualifications he won't 
get a job . They seem to 
forget that youth are the 
future. There ' ll be no hope 
if Thatcher gets in . It ' ll be 5 
yea rs of poverty. But I' ll be 
spending every minute help
ing to get the Labour Party 

Diana Stanfieid and her daughter Jane 

back in. 
A year ago I started a job 

cleaning just for extras and 
a bit of pin money. Now 
even with my husband work
ing we can't do without the 
money. 

The Tories are devious 
towards the working class. If 
she gets in I'll give her 6 
months before the country's 
on its knees. It will be an ab
solute tragedy. You can't 
stress that enough. 

The TV and the papers are 
all Tory propaganda in their 
own homes. They don't 
want you to get near the 
truth and that's why they're 
so against you. 

I was selling Militant to 
my neighbour and she's a 
single parent. But she 
could n't afford to pay. So I 
gave her my copy after I read 
it. 

I came back to ask her 
what she thought of it. She 
said : "I don 't know what all 
the fu ss is about. I thought 
this was a ll Labour Party 

Policy" . 
It's important that for the 

election that we all pull 
together to see a Labour 
Government. We need more 
left-wing MPs . 

I used to pick up the na
tional papers and just turn to 
the TV pages first. Now I 
turn to the political pages 
and also I buy a Militant . 
Although I vote Labour I ' m 
far more critical now of 
whom I' m voting for, what 
they're say ing and what 
they ' re standing on. 

I also thought I'd fou nd 
something new and different 
with Militant but I 've just 
fo und out from my mum 
and dad that they were active 
left-wi ngers. Militant's not 
new but it's good findin g out 
that I' m not on my own and 
I' m. quite normal. 

We are above the povert y 
level but a ll it means for us 
is that I can afford a 

cigarette and my hus- ' ' 
bafld ca n afford to 
ha ve a pint. " 

Whitehawk Estate: "Forgotten Valley" . The Tories forget the youth most of all. Photo: Militant 

Forgotten 
Valley 
This is an interview with 
Robbin and Barbara Poole, 
who live on Whitehawk 
estate and they' re talking 
about their estate. 

' ' 

THE TORIES sa id 
that the rents were 

pegged for Alborne and 
Swan Borough flats . But the 
gas charges have gone up . 
The gas company say their 
prices are pegged and the 
council say it' s for the 
maintenance of the g<ls 
boilers . In other words it's 
another form of rent 
increase. 

We've complained about 
the damp in the houses for 

about 8 to 9 years. And on
ly now have the Tories 
decide to strip the roofs and 
re-felt them. I don 't know 
where they've got the money 
from all of a sudden , just a 
short time before the elec
tion , but we've been told the 
houses are coming down 
within three years. 

The uncertainty about 
when the houses are to be 
pulled down-and generally 
about the demolition pro
gramme, and the council's 
apa th y, rubs off on you . It 
means that you don't want 
to decorate or anything. 

If you get a chance to 
move before your time you 
won't get any help from the 
council-that is compensa
tion for moving. 

Rents and Rates are rising 
regularly. Rents over the 
past three years I think have 
risen by about 116%. We've 

got a thousand houses com
ing down in this area
Whitehawk-and there' s 
I ,600 going up in the same 
space. The Tories are 
destroying the community 
and are just building another 
ghetto in in its place . 

The kids, when they go to 
Secondary School, choose a 
school that they want to go 
to and if its not in the local 
area they have to go by bus 
which costs in our case 84p 
for each child-that's for 
three kids every day. So it' s 
quite a lot of money . No 
help from the Social Security 
especially now that I ' m on 
the dole. 

The kids also have got no 
amenities except the boys 
youth club which was closed 
down for a while anyway . 
How can you blame kids 
that are unemployed and 
frustrated when there is van-

da lism? It' s just a vicious 
circle. 

On our estate they reckon 
unemployment to be about 
75 fiJo. It 's not just the North 
that 's badly hit. Even the 
local youth employment 
scheme only advertises in 
selected areas. 

We've got the Brighton 
yachting Marina which is a 
pond at the bottom of the 
ward which workers aren't 
allowed to paddle in, and the 
race course, and Roedean 
public school. But this is one 
of the most deprived areas of 
Brighton . 

The Tories on the Coun
cil up till now, have always 
had an in-built majority . 
Whitehawk is like Brighton 's 
forgotten valley. They' ve 
swept all their problems 

th:r: but the people's ' ' 
sprnts are never 
broken . 



BRADFORD -Worse than the thirties 
BELOW, Militant 
reprints the· speech 
made by Pat Wall, 
Labour Parliamen
tary candidate for 
Bradford North, in 
an address recently 
made to Labour Par
ty workers following 
his formal adoption 
as candidate: 

' ' This election is the 
most serious and 

important since 1945, 
when the election of the 
Labour government led 
to the post -war re
construction of Britain 
and the massive expan
sion of our health , educa
tion and welfare services. 
The problems we face to
day are even more serious 
than 1945 and in many 
ways worse than those ex
perienced in the hungry 
'30s. 

Merely to blame the situa
t ion on the wor ld recession 
is to say that we must forever 
be the victims of the blind 
work in gs of mark et forces 
and to say that our li ving 
sta ndards a nd the future 
hopes of o ur children will be 
decided by int erna ti ona l 
finances and la rge multi
nat ional companies, most of 
whom are based outs ide 
these islands. 

With mass unemployment, Tory Nationality Acts , capitalism offers little future for Bradford's youth . Photo: Militant 

As a socia list, I cannot ac
cept that it is beyond the wit 
and inte lligence of Man to 
sol ve the probl e m s of 
hun ger , pove rt y, unemploy
ment or the even greater pro
blems o f peace and wa r. 

Here in Bradford North, 
30 ,000 a re un emp lo yed; 
there is 50 0Jo male unemploy
ment in so m_e of o ur o wn 
housin g esta tes . 

Unemployment 
restricts lives 

Yet, fri ght enin g as these 
figure s a;e, th ey are as 
noth ing compared with th e 
toll of human misery that 
unemployment brings to our 
people. Ma ss lo ng-te rm 
un empl oy m e nt bring s 
broken homes , battered 
wi ves, neglected ch ildren , 
more violence on our streets , 
more burglary and c rime in 
ge neral a nd for million s 
years of grindin g poverty. 

The unemployed , along 
with o ld, th e sick, th e dis-

ab led a nd sing le-pare nt 
fami li es are forced to lead 
restricted a nd often iso lated 
li ves o n poverty in comes 
which preven ts them from 
fu lly participating in the 
economic, political, cultural 
and ocial activ it y of o ur 
society. 

Socialist 
Planning 

It is abso lutel y vi tal that 
the very fir st task of an in 
com ing Labour gove rnm ent 
should be to launc h a 
ma ss ive programme of 
useful public works to begin 
to reverse the intolerable 
leng th enin g of the dol e 
queue. And that through 
socia list p lanning we should 
seek to rebuild the wea lth 
producing section of the 
Briti sh eco nom y. 

This government has cut 
th e real level o f payments to 
th e unemployed , the sick , 
threaten ed · to 'c law-bac k ' 
from th e pensioners and is 
considering a vicious atta ck 
on women and children by 
introducing 'means test ing' 
imo the pa yment of chi ld 
benefit. 

This governme nt of hard
line right wingers has treb l
ed council rents, doubled the 
price of gas and reduced it s 
gra nts to loca l government , 
;:J lac ing additiona l charges 

MILITANT MEETINGS 
SUNDAY 29MAY 

BARNSLEY: at ? .30pm at Vic.
toria Hotel, $heffield Road , 
Barnsley . 

THURSDAY 2 JUNE 
EDINBURGH: Speaker P. Taffe 
(Editor Militant) . See local 
sellers for details . 
BASILDON : at 8 .00pm in 
Room 4, Pitsea Leisure Centre . 
GRIMSBY : Speaker Jane 
Hartley. See local sellers for 
details . 

FRIDAY 3 JUNE 
GLASGOW: at 7.30pm . 
Speaker P Taaffe (Editor Mili
tant) at McCiellan Gallery . 
MANCHESTER: Speaker E. 
Grant (Political Editor Militant) . 
See local sellers for details. 
BURY: Speaker L. Walsh !Mili
tant Editorial Board) . See local 
sellers for details . 
BIRMINGHAM : at 7 .30 at 

Doctor John son 's House (next 
to Lewis'), Bull St, Birmingham 
City Centre . Speaker C. Doyle 
!Militant Editorial Board) 
BRISTOL: at 7 . 30pm in Cen
tral Hall , Old Market. 
SWANSEA: See local sellers 
for details . 
PLYMOUTH : See local sellers 
for details. 
NOTTINGHAM : See local 
sellers for details . 

SUNDAY 5 JUNE 
MIDDLESBROUGH: See local 
sellers for details. 
TYNESIDE: See local sellers 
for details. 
LEEDS: at 8 .00pm at Grand 
Theatre Studio Room . 
Speakers Ron Sedler (labour 
Candidate Leeds NE.) and Bob 
Lee (Black Socialist Youth). 
SUNDERLAND: See local 
sellers for details . 
HULL: at 8.00pm at Sprinbank 
Community Centre , Well
ington Lane, Hull. 

on a lready over-burdened 
rate payers. This government 
of hard- faced bigots con
demned many o f our black 
fe llow citizens to second
cla ss c it izenship , d ivi d e 
fami lies and threatened more 
deportation. 

The next Labour govern
ment faces enormous tasks. 
Re-bui ldin g a shanered 
economy, restoring the cuts 
and expanding our hea lth , 
ed ucation and welfare ser
vices, aboli shing nu clear 
weapons, opposing a ll fo rms 
of authoritarian dictatorshi p 
throu gho ut the wor ld by 
championin g the th e strug
gles of the poor , the hungry 
and the oppressed. 

Ninety years ago a small 
group o f dedicated socialists, 
mos tly Marxists, founded 
th e Independent Labour 
Part y in this cit y. A group 
whi ch included such giant s 
as the Jowett, Keir Hardie 
and Frederick Engels , a ll 

Pat Wall 

beli eved in a fundamental 
and rad ical socialist transfor
mat io n of society. 

In th e ma in they were 
poor wo rking men and 
women ' ho ga,·e their lives 

'Tories don't 
want to know' 
FRIDAY 13 May was. 
unlucky for steel foun
dry workers employed 
by i-Iolcroft Castings 
and Forgings Ltd , a 
s ubsi diary of the 
Renold Engineering 
Group. 

The fou ndry has been 
closed down as part of the 
Lassard Brot hers scheme for 
rationa lising the industry. 
Only twenty workers were 
left in a fo undry which at 
one time employed between 
400 and 500. 

Workers at th e foundry 
bla med the closure on com
pany policy, including short 
sighted a nd short term bor
rowi ng . They believe that 
finall y the bank s pulled the 
plug o n the compan y a nd 
that the manage ment have 
decided to use the Lassard 
Brothers scheme to take the 
money and run . 

One worker said , " Its a n 
excuse to get out". The con
venor, Bill Conroy, said that 

a t his age, 53, he did not 
think he wo uld find another 
job and it would be ten years 
before he got any thin g li ke 
the standard pension. He 
thought that in the coming 
elect ion there wou ld be a 

1orth, South spl it and that 
it would be hard for Labour 
to win a majority. 

Investment in 
South Africa 

He wrote off the SDP 
completely, saying tha t they 
had no chance. He believed 
that it wou ld be 50-50 bet
ween Tories a nd Labour. 

He a lso sta ted that Ben 
Ford sta nding as a n In
dependent would receive no 
support. 

Another of the workers , 
Bob Simpson , said "After 15 
years in th a t place I'm glad 
to be getting out" . He blam
ed the managment of the 
Renold company for its lack 
of investment in the firm , 

a nd what little finance they 
had in the st ru ggle to better 
the li ves of their fe llow 
work ers. Not o ne of them 
would have expected that 
they had a divine right to any 
public office o r posit ion . 

Socia li sm sta nds fo r a ll 
that is best in life, for replac
ing fear by hope, narrowness 
and meanness by generos it y 
and compassion, poverty by 
plent y, exp lo itation by co
operatio n and jingoism by 
co mradeship. 

it is the rank a nd file of 
the labour movement who 
will win our victory, having 
return ed myself a nd the ma
jorit y of Labour ca ndid ates 
to Westminster. You must 
in sist th a t th ere is no back
sli din g in our socialist con
victions, that we work just as 
hard for o ur people as the 
Tories ha,·e for the wealth y 

over these pas t four ' ' 
harsh years . 

saying in vestment had gone 
abroad, particularly creating 
jobs in Sout h Africa where 
no union o rganisa ti ons were 
a llowed . 

Bob could not see a ny 
so lutions to the problems of 
the work in g class whi lst a 
Tory governm ent was in. 
"They just don ' t wa nt to 
know abou t work ers," he 
sa id . He a lso a tt acked Ben 
Ford, say in g that he was 
"cutt ing Labour's throa t by 
sta nding as an Independ
ent." 

One of the moulders being 
made redundant, Arrhur 
Taylor , said he had been for 
a no ther job at a bui lders 
merchant s . This man is 42 
and had worked for o,·ery 20 
years at the Holcroft fo un 
dry . Yet he was offered a 
month 's tria l at £40 a week 
and the management said 
that if he was "satisfac
tory", this would then be in
creased to £60 a week. He 
was appa lled that he was be
ing pa id " boys' wages for a 
man' s work", and said that 
this was typica l of the pre
sent att itude of the Tory 
gove rnm e nt to workin g 
people. 

By Pete Watson 
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"35,000 jobs lost if Foot 
wins." So screamed the 
Daily Mail front page on 
May 16. According to tbe 
Tory rag, the Japanese car 
giant Nissan would abandon 
its plans to set up a plant if 
Labour wins the elections. 
However, it is only towards 
the end of the article on page 
2 that the Mail admits that 
the proposed Nissan plant 
would in fact employ only 
5,000-the remaining 30,000 
jobs, the Mail claims, would 
allegedly be in the supply 
indust ries. 

W hat hypocrisy! What 
about the 2 million jobs 
a lready lost thanks to the 
economic doctrines of the 
Thatcher government? More 
to the point. Nissan 
themselves have dismissed 
the J'vtail's claim as " utterly 
groundless" (Morning Star, 
May 17). 

*** 
The Mirror says it will call 

on it s readers to vote 
Labour, yet at the same time 
its sister paper, the Sunday 
Mirror, still gives acres of 
newsprint to the reactionary 
Woodrow Wyatt , who 
comes out with such gems 
(May 15), as " ... Moscow 
wants Labour to win " and 
that things are gett ing better 
because ''a t leas t our 
unemployment is no longer 
goi ng up so fast as in the 23 
major (western capitalist) 
count ries.'' However, the 
fact is that Britain' s 
unemployment is 41l7o higher 
than France or Germany, 
3 0Jo higher than the USA, 
and ll lllo higher than Japan. 

*** 
The only other tw o 

capitalist papers who have 
hinted at Labour support are 
the Sunday People (owned 
by the Mirror group) and the 
Daily Star . 

The Daily Star says " it 
hasn 't made its mind up" yet 
abou t who to support. 
However , is owned by Sir 
Victor Matthews. 

As it is unlikely that this 
multi-millionaire has been 
won over to socialism , if the 
Star does go for Labour it 
will be purel y-like the Dai
ly Mirror-to keep in favour 
with its predominantly work
ing cla ss readership , 
Soc ialism can be good for 
busi ness. 

*** 
While the Daily Star 

deliberates ·over Labour, it s 
sister paper , the Daily Ex
press, has no such qualms. 
On May 16 their page 2 arti
cle cried out "Secret Reds on 
wa y to the Commons". 
They quoted Labour 
reneg ade , now S DP 
member, Neville Sandelso n 
who talk s of 'Militant 
Tendency conspiracies' etc . 

He also moans that these 
Militants will be taking seat s 
in parliament " in con
siderable numbers'" . You 
see , when a 'moderate' 
s tand s for parliament. 
carefully playing down his 
business links, and director
ships and he is elected, that"s 
democracy . When a Militant 
supporter stands and is 
elected-quite clearly outlin
ing the policies they stand 
for-why. that" s a 
conspiracy . 
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By Bo~ Wade 

Money goes 
abroad 

"Great international com
panies are demonstrating 
their faith in Britain 'sfuture 
by choosing this country 
under a Co nserva ti ve 
government as the location 
fo r major expansion. This is 
the way to get thousands of 
extra jobs for Britain."
Margaret Thatcher, 1981 
Tory Pany conference. 

Nothing could be further 
from the truth. Since 1979, 
the top UK based multi
nationa ls have cut their UK 
workforce by 307,ZOO, in
creasi ng their overseas work
force by 38,000. f-oreign bas
ed multinationals have cut 
61 ,800 jobs in Britain. 

Since the Tories dismantl 
ed exchange controls in 
1980, money has flooded out 
of the country as the bosses 
search for greater profit s . 
Money chan nelled for invest
ment ab road is more than 
do uble that invested in in
dustry at home. 

Far from attracting the 
multinationals to in vest in 
the country, British cap ital
ism has been a disaster for 
the private secto r. Com
panies going into liquidation 
-and the thousands of jobs 
that go wi th them-are up a 
massive 165 07o. 

Last year compan y li
quidations stood at 12,039. 
Personal bankruptcies are up 
60%. 66 major companies
man y of them household 
names-have closed down, 
with their brand names being 
taken over by other firms , or 
in most cases, disappearing 
forever. 

TORY DISASTER 
"There is much talk of in
dustry rising like a phoenix 
from the ashes. But what if 
we are just left with ashes?" 
- Reg Parkes, former chair
man, West Mid lands CB!, 
1980. 

"As I look around this 
region I see nothing but 
ashes. "-Reg Parkes, 1982. 

Britain is in crisis. It is fac
ing its biggest economic 
slu mp in 60 years with the 
worst total of unemployment 
ever recorded. 

In the post-war years Bri
tain rapidly became the sick 
man of western capitalism. 
a nd with the coming to 
power of the Tories in 1979 
this process has been speed
ed up. 

Steel production is always 
a key to the state of an in
dustrialised country. Yet Bri
tain now only produces 
about 14 million tonnes
less than Belgium or Spain. 

A fifth of manufacturing 
industry has collapsed. Pro
duction has slumped with 
output falling in the last four 
years by 19%. Even in the 
great depression of 1929-31 
output only fell by 12 0/o. 

Militan t has always ex
plained that Britain 's lack of 
competitiveness compared to 
other western capitalist 

countries was not , as the 
Tories proclaim , due to the 
' lazy British worker', but the 
lack of investment pumped 
into the country's ailing 
industries. 

In 1978 in Britain. for 
every worker in the 
manufacturing industry £874 
was invested in new 
machinery compared to 
£1,419 in the USA , £1,558 in 
Germany and £3,642 in 
Japan. Since the Tories came 
to office in 1979 that British 
figure has fallen by a third. 
Investment is now at its 
lowest level since 1959. 

The Tories will boast in 
the election that there is now 
a surplus of £4 billion in the 
national balance of pay
ments. But this is artificial. 
It is based almost entirely on 
oil, which will not last 
forever. 

In terms of manufactured 
goods, for the first time for 
ISO years the country is im
porting more than it exports. 
If it wasn't for the black gold 
there would be a £8 billion 
deficit! Far from bringing in 
new prosperity for the coun
try as the capitalists shouted 
from the roof tops, North 
Sea oil has provided a life 
jacket for the ailing economy 
to cling to. 

The vultures move in 
"We have done more to roll 
back the f rontiers of 
socialism than any previous 
Conservative government." 
-Margaret Thatcher, 1982 . 

l t wasn't any concern for 
·ideologies that made the 
Tories butcher the public 
sector industries, but to 
make greater profits. The 
profitable sectors have been 
sold off, allowing the bosses 
to push up prices. The ot her 
ailing sectors-fai lin g 
because they were starved of 
investment-ha ve been 
a llowed to go to the wall, 
regard less of the social con
sequences, such as in the 
steel indu st ry with the 
'dea ths' of whole towns, e.g . 
Co rby and Consett. 

The nationalised indus
tries have been butchered . 
Since 1979 jobs have been 
cut and red undancies have 
rocket ed: 
British Steel: 82,300 jobs lost 
si nce 1979 . 
British Shipbuilders: 20,266 
gone since I 979. 
British Airways: 20,24 I. 
British Rail: o, ·er 30,000 . 
Electricity Board: 6,226. 
National Coal Board : over 
35,000. 
British Leyland: 14,000 jobs 
have gone in the axle di,·ision 
a lone. 

Public industries dena
tionalised have had the big 
business vultures swooping 
in to take the rich pickings. 
For exa mple , the super
fluou s Advice and Profes
sional se rvices made £I 2 
million in fees out of the 
pri\' atisat ion of British 
Aeros pace, Ca ble and 
W ireless, the Nation al 
Freight Corporat ion and 
Amersha m Int ernational 

Go,·ernment contro l over 
the selling off of the publi c 
sector has been a joke. 
SpeculatOrs buy shares at the 
limit s et by the government 
and then wait till the price 
soars and re-sell and mak e a 
quick bu k: 
• Associated British Ports 

(formerly the BTDB)
specula tors made 20 % 
profit. 

• Amersham lmernational 
- fi rst day profits were 
36%. 

• Cable a nd Vvireless
J7<ro profit 

• British Aerospace- 14 % 
profit . 

Tweh"e eClions of public 
sect or indu tries ha ve 
alread y been denatio nalised 
by the T ories. I f the Tories 
are returned to o ffice they 
wi ll put even more o f th e 
pub lic sector up for sa le: 

British Airways: shares an d subsidiaries to be sold off. 
British Gas: oi l interests an d showroo ms to be old . 
British Leyland: pro fitable subsidiaries to be sold. 
British Rail: shares in Seal ink a nd more propenv to go. 
British Sh ipbuilders: shares to be sold. 
British Telecom: to be denationalised, with majorit y of shares 

sold off. 
Electricity Board: private generation of electricity proposed . 
Computer Aided Design Centre: all shares to be sold. 
Forestry Commission: to be o ld off outright. 
National Bus Company: profitable sectors to go. 
Post Office: subsidiaries to be set up and then sold. 
Property Services Agency: contracting out to be introduced. 
Royal Ordnance Factories: to be 'commercia lised '. 
Vehicle Testing Centre: to go to Llovds Insurance brokers. 

"In 1979 I was at an in
dependent grammar school 
and voted Tory. But being 
on the dole has convinced 
me to vote Labour. Tory 
policies are very easy to 
believe, if they are the only 
thing that you hear. But to 
see what they mean, you've 
got to see how the other side 
lives. 

"And now I ' m on the 
other side. If the Tories are 
elected, with their policies 
I'll ne-ver get a job. I might 
as well give in-at least with 
Labour I've got so me 
hope. " 
-Janice Foster, age 22, been 
unemployed I year 10 
months-only ever had one 
tempor!!rY job, clerical 
worker, Windscale. 

DOLE
the boom 
industry 

" Th e degradation of 
unemployment is like a 
malignant cancer. It starts 
deep in your ·stomach and 
gives a sick gut feeling. Then 
as time passes its poisonous 
germs cank['r your heart, 
and your spirit. 

" Hope, happiness goes, 
replaced by utter hopeless
ness, despair and no will to 
go on. Finally your brain is 
racked a:1d tortured by 
frustration and goes in to a 
trance-like state where it can 
absorb no more. No more 
worrying how your kids are 
going to be fed, if you 're go
ing to . be destitute next 
week. "-Steve Keen, made 
redundant from Reed Paper 
a nd Board , in Kent , in 
Janua ry 1981. 

"Since the Tories have taken 
over there are no jobs. 
Under the Tories you must 
have qualifications for any 
job-people like me without 
any qualifications haven't 
got a chance of a permanent 
job. I just want to live 
without having to st ruggle to 
make ends meet but with the 
Tories in power that 's 
impossible. 

"Young people need de-
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~part from Spain , Britain 
1as the highest unemploy
~ent , as percentage of 
'opulation , than any other 
~dustri alised country. In 
979 the working population 
vas 23.107 million . Last 
u m mer it wa s 20 . 974 
~ illion , a fall of 9.2 07o . 

Off icially unempl oyment 
; a t 3.2 million . But when 
hose on government train
~g schemes, those who do 
ot claim benefit and those 
djusted out of official 
igures, such as those over 60 
vho now do not ha ve to 
egister at the do le office, are 
aken into consideration the 
igure is nearer 5 million. 

U nemplo y ment ha s 
evas tated whole com
mnities. Not just in the 
raditional blackspots such 
s Strabane in Northern 
reland , with unemployment 
unning at 400Jo, but areas 
ew to the dole such as 11-
raco mbe and Pembroke 
•ock, where it is 3007o . 

en t accommodation like a 
at or a small house without 
igb rents. There must be 
[)Uples splitting up because 
f not being able to find ac
[)mmodation . It's also im
ortan t for young people to 
ave places to go , but what 's 
1e use of plenty of discos 
·hen you can ' t afford to get 
a?" 
- Unemplo yed woman , 
righton 1983 

Youth 
opportooities · 
"When attending the local 
DHSS office to claim sup
plementary benefit after hav
ing been unemployed for a 
year, the counter clerk af'k
ed for my initial. 'N' I said, 
'.1\i for nobody' she replied. '' 
- unemp loyed you th , \\ est 
Lon don 1981. 

Youth have been in th e 
frontline of the unemployed . 
A huge 40 07o o f the j o bless 
are under 25 . In the past two 
yea rs , the number of lo ng 
te rm unemployed ha s risen 
to 312,000. 

The Tori es ha ve a total 
d isregard for the fu ture of 
youth , and have failed to in
vest in the future o f British 
industry th rough des troying 
proper training facilities for 
young people . 

One in two schoolleavers 
this year have no job to go 
to. The level of appren
ticeships have fallen by 60 0Jo 
since 1980-thi s is less than 
half the level of appren
ticeships there were in the 
la te 1960' s. Indeed, th e 
Tories ha ve consc iou s ly 

sa botaged the industr ia l op
port unit ies o f yo ut h by 
abolishing 16 of the 23 In
dustrial T rain ing Boards. 

The Tories are dri\·in£' 
youth onto their new Youth 
T rai ning Schemes , an exten 
tio n o f the Youth Oppor
tun iti es Prog ramm e. T he 
T ories have dressed the YTS 
up as giving youth training in 
a sk ill. Yet in realit y, only 
o ne in three o f the 460,000 
youth to be pushed o nto 
YTS will have a chance o f a 
job . 

And the pay is at an even 
lower level than appren tice
ships- £25 a week, a pit
tance. Over the past four 
years th is is the highest level 
YOP / YTS 'wages' have 
reached, although origina lly 

Norma n Tebbi t wanted YTS 
pay to be a mere £ 15. 
However, in real terms, 
YOP / YTS pay has 
depreciat ed by 16 07o sin ce 
1979. 

In rea li ty, the a im o f the 
Tories is to produce subsidis
ed cheap labour fo r the 
bosses, tempting th em to 
tak e o n Trainees in stead o f 
permanent employees at nor
mal rate s of pa y, thu s 
pushing down the leve l o f 
wages . 

Much of the factual material for this feature was taken 
from Thatcher's Britain-A Guide to the Ruins. 
This excellent reference book is available for £1 .50 plus 
20p postage from World Socialist Books, 1 Mentmore Ter· 
race, London EB 3PN. 
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Put lause 
lour into 
practi e. 

"To secure for the workers by hand or by brain 
the full fruits of their industry and the most 
equitable distribution thereof that may be possible 
upon the basis of the common ownership of !he 
means of production, distribution and exchange, 
and the best obtainable system of popular 
administration and control of each industry or 
service. " -Clause IV, part 4 of L abour 's 
Constitution . 

Clause IV , the socialist linchpin of Labour' s 
constitution , is as vital today as it was in 1 918 
when it was adopted . Militant supporters in the 
Labour Party have always argued that tod ay ' s 
interpretation of the clause would entail 
nationalisation of the top 200 monopol ies, the 
multinational giants t hat control over 80 % of 
the economy . With the multinationals 
nationalised , under workers ' control and 
management , with compensation on the basis 
of proven need , the economy could be planned 
and gearBd towards the needs of society and 
not the whims of the profit system. 

The Tories, the bosses and their parrots in 
Fleet Street continually tell us that the country 
is broke, "there's no money in the kitty", etc. 
to explain unemployment and low wages. Yet in 
reality the country is awash with money-it ' s 
just being wasted in totally non-productive 
areas or squandered on the rich . 

Take unemployment . it costs a staggering 
£17 billion a year to keep the unemployed on 
the dole . That is the madness of the capitalist 
system - it has a wealth of resources and a 
w ealth of idle hands , yet it cannot connect the 
tw o and put them to work on socially useful 
production , such as the bu ilding of more 
hospitals , schools etc . The ta xes collected on 
North Sea oil have been frittered away, mainly 
to pay for unemployment. As Michael Foot said , 
" We have £20 billion in oil ta x revenue yet 
nothing to show for it." 

Another area ot wasted money is on arms 
expenditure . The Tories suffer the delusion that 
Britain is still a super-power . They have pushed 
up arms expenditure so that Britain is second 
only to the USA and USSR on money spent on 
w eapons of destruction . This year the Tori es 
are spending £16 ,000 mill ion on arms
converted into Family Income Supplemen t, t hat 
could mean another £20 a w eek for each 
family. 

These vast sums are just from the ta xes 
imposed on working people- if last year ' s ta x 
concessions to the rich introduced by the Tories 
w ere reversed , it w ould have meant , in terms 
of Child Benefit , another £1 a w eek per child 
for just under the next fi ve years .. 

Then there ' s the massive profits of big 
business . Last year the banks and finance 
houses made £1 ,550 million in profit . Rather 
than lining the pockets of the millionaires , this 
could have built 61 ,920 council houses . 

At present under capitalism , 30 % of the 
economy is not being utilised , it's lying idle . If 
put to work this could generate £70,000 
million , or £30 a week for every person in the 
country . 

The list goes on and on . But nationalising the 
commanding heights of the economy would not 
just mean that the wealth produced by ari ailing 
capitalist society could be redistributed fairly. it 
would mean that industry and production could 
be properly planned with long term investment 
to take the economy forward , rather than 
today ' s backward march of the capitalist 
system . Only under a socialist planned economy 
can the workers have their rights guaranteed 
the right to work , the right to a home and the 
right to a decent standard of living . 
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GREECE 

Workers tell government 

election promises, ' eep 
IN ATHENS dur
ing the first week of 
April, workers 
employed by five 
major construction 
companies gathered 
to present their 
complaints and 
demands to the 
government. 

The five compan ies con
cerned have either gone or 
are going bankrupt. Not on
ly do 5000 workers face 
redundancy, some workers 
are owed as much as five 
months pay! 

Within the space of 24 
hours the workers' demands 
developed from simply ask
ing to paid , ca lls f0'" no 
redundancies, the opening of 
the books to see where the 
money has gone, and the na
tionalisation of the construc
tion compan ies. They are 
demanding that the govern
ment sets up a state-run con
struction c .,mpany to carry 
out government contracts 
and utilise the sk ill s and 
energies _of the workers. 

The PASOK government 
rejected these demands, say
ing that such action would 
cause conflict w ith the 
employers! 

Yet 18 mon th s ago prime 
mini s t e r Papandreou's 
PASOK government was 
e lected with a decisive ma
jority to carry out just such 
radical socialist measures. 
Since then the working class 
hav e been continua ll y 
demand ing that the govern
ment pus hes ahead with it 'i 
election programme, wh ilst 
th e government itself has 
continually" retreated-under 
th e pressu re, threat s and 
blackma il of big business. 

The government's reac
tion to the building workers 
resembles the retreat over 
nationalisation of the phar
maceuticals industry. Hav
ing correctl y stated that na
tionali sing th e drug com
panies was a necessary step 
in fulfi llin g the election 
pledge of establishing a free 
national health serv ice, the 
government circulated a let 
ter to the companies co n
cerned-aski ng them if 
they'd like to be nationalis
ed! 

Not surprisi ngl y the on ly 
ones to say 'yes' were those 
going bankrupt-prov ided 
the government took over all 
their debts. At the first hint 
of opposit io n from the 
multinationals the govern
ment dropped a ll talk of 
nationalisation . 

Government retreats in 
every area of its manifesto, 
the introduction of wage 
controls and the devaluation 
of the drachma ha ve pushed 
the work ers into action . 
With not the slightest hint of 
a lead coming from the top, 
rel ying solely on their own 
energies and initiative, the 
Greek workers have forced 
the bosses to break the pay 
laws. 

The still mounting tide of 
industrial action is · encom
passing ever wider laye~ of 

From our 
correspondent m 

Athens 

This cartoon from Militant in autumn 1981 is 
being borne out. The Greek working class have 
to tackle the problem of capitalist ownership 
of industry and reactionary control of the arm
ed forces. 

workers including those who 
prev ious ly accepted govern 
ment retreats . 

After months of being 
a bl e to hold back the 
workers, the union federa
tion at Olympic Airways 
were forced to call a 48 hour 
str ike. Government rejection 
of their ve r y limited 
economic demands left them 
with no alternat ive. The rank 
and file swiftly turned the 
Federation 's timid demands 
into ca lls for th e 1007o o f 
Olympic Airways employees 
who are on sho rt te rm con
tracts to be given permanent 
contracts an d for the 
workers to have a decisive 
say in the running of this na
tion a li sed conce rn. The 
demands are two more of 
PASOK 's unfulfilled 
promises. 

The handling of thi s 
dispute shows once aga in the 
sorry role of the "sociali st" 
government and the leader
ship of PASKE. During the 
strike P ASKE leaders issued 
both a lea.flet that condemn
ed the strike as unnecessary 
because the government was 
tackling the problems, and a 
circular threat'ening the 
strikers with expulsion. 

So bitter was the rank and 
file opposition to PASKE's 
intimidati on that a meeting 
of PASOK members work
ing in Olympic Airways end
ed in a fist-fight! 

Having intended to use 
PASKE as a means of polic
ing the workers, of ex
plo iting their loyalty to the 
government, Papandreou 's 
pl ans have blown up in his 
face. Because of its blatant 
str ike-breaking policies and 
the ham-fi sted tactic of say
ing "obey or be expelled" to 
the mem bership , PASKE is 
rapid ly losing control of 
man y unions. 

For these reasons contro l 
of the trolley-bu s dri vers' 
union was lost to the Com
munist Part y (KKE) . Papan
dreou is finding more and 
more that his government 
has only the narrow and 
unreliable base of the right
wing unions to lean on. 

But \'!Orkers are not turn
ing to the KKE, who have 
been very reluctant to engage 
in industrial action, 
"lead ing" from behind 
when forced into action by 
,mion member. The trend is 
for workers expelled from 
P ASKE to stick together and 

form independent trade 
union front s of their own. 

One such front a lready 
controls the bus drivers' 
union. Another one is being 
formed at Olympic Airways 
and similar developments are 
taking place within the 
bankworkers' fe deration, 
where there is growi ng revu l
sion at PASKE's bullying 
tactics. 

Capitalists 
destabilise 

Greece 
Aided by lavish funds the 

opposition New Democracy 
Part y (NO) has taken advan
tage of PASOK 's retreat s to 
rebuild its organisat ion shat
tered by the 1981 election 
defeat. They seized the op
portunities presented to 
them by the murder of 
George Athanasiades , 
publisher of the right-wing 
newspaper, Vradyni on 19 
March, and a bomb attack 
two weeks later on a hotel 
where 80 ND members were 
holding a meeting. 

A verof, the ND leader , 
immediately denounced the 
Athanasiades murder as a 

political assassinat ion. He 
blamed the government , ac
cusin g them of spreadin g 
hatred and encouragi ng ter
ro rism. For good measure he 
also accused the government 
of "practis ing- terrorism 
a gai nst every political 
dissident." 

The funeral of Athanasia
des was turn ed in to a 
poli t ica l event. Every wa ll 
was plastered with posters 
bearing his portrait and the 
sloga n: " You are a li ve and 
leading us." Thousands of 
ri ght-wingers flocked into 
Athens, punctuating the 
funeral service with chants 
of " down wit h the sociali st 
junta. " 

Whil st Athanasiades' 
murder seems more con
nected with his passion for 
gambling than politics, the 
bomb attack in the northern 
town of Dhidimotikhon was 
an overt political act. A fur
ther development in the 
chain of events designed to 
cre~ate instability in Greece, 
the expert way in which the 
bombing was carried out 
suggests close co-operation 
between fascists and military 
circles. So far 13 officers and 
a sergeant have been ques-

tioned. Attempts by police 
officers to obstruct the in 
vestigation have been so bla
tant that the officer in charge 
has been removed. 

Whilst the bomb attack is 
by no means the last act of 
intimidation by the right
wing, it is not just through 
terror that the ruling class 
are preparing. Recently the 
former NO prime minister 
Rallis published a book deal
ing with the last two years of 
his government. He is very 
careful to distance himself 
from Averof. It is rumoured 
that the book was written 
with the guidance of the 
president, Karamanlis. Hav
ing found it impossible to 
unseat Averof as ND leader, 
certain sections of the Greek 
ruling class are preparing to 
form a new party. Rallis' 
book is the beginning of at
tempts to sepe rate the 
" radical-democratic" wing 
of ND from the extreme 
right wing hea ded by 
Averof. 

The more astute represen
tatives of the ruling class are 
terrified at the stance of 
Aveof and hi s supporters. 
They fear that the working 
class may be goaded into 
mass action if the extreme 
right wing go too far. Their 
new part y would act as a 
buffer , aiming to present 
itself as a "sensible" a lter
native to PASOK, attracting 
the support of those layers of 
soc iety disappointed and 
disillusioned with PASOK' s 
failures. it would offer itself 
as a haven for the liberals 
and careerists currently mas
querading as socialists in the 
P ASOK and parliamentary 
group . 

Thus the ruling class will 
attack on two fronts: respec
tab le, democratic party
political machinations, and 
terrorist intimidation. 

Ignoring the obvious signs 
and forgetting the painful 
exper iences of the past 
Papandreou recent ly sent a 
servile message to the armed 
forces on Independence Day. 
As previously reponed in the 
Miliranr, his response to a 
coup attempt in February 
was to bend the knee and 
favour with promotions of
ficers closely connected with 
the Colonels' junta of 
1967-74. 

But whilst the government 
trembled in fear on Sunday 
27 February, Workers in the 
North of Greece had armed 
themselves and were patroll
ing the st reets . 

"Democracy is not in 
danger, it is very stro ng," 
c laimed Marouda s, a 
government spokesman. But 
democracy is strong only if 
the working class is st rong. 
And ultimately democratic 
rights can only be safeguard
ed with the socialist transfor
mation of Greece. 

The Greek ruling class 
watch with horror as a large 
vacuum is developing on the 
left. In an attempt to exploit 
the situation a new 
"socialist" movement has 
been formed by Panagoulis, 
a " left" -careerist previously 
expelled from PASOK. 

This "sociali st" party has 
no future . Jt can only be 
temporarily used to try a nd 
cause confusion amongst the 
less politically developed 
suppo rt ers of P ASOK. 
Greece is on the brink of 
momentous struggles . The 
convu lsions already beginn
ing to take place in the trade 
union movement will be 
repeated wi th even greater 
force inside PASOK as the 
working class strive for the 
implementation of socialist 
solutions to their problems. 
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IRELAND AUSTRALIA 

Last year's sit-in at Clondalkin Paper Mills, Dublin set a precedent now being followed 
throughout Ireland. 

By Roger Shrives 

THE BRITISH press 
has largely ignored re
cent developments in 
Southern Ireland where 
the working class are 
fighting ·back against 
the dole queue and the 
injustice of class 
society. 

Workers at Rank Flour 
M ill s in Dublin and 
Limerick , Kingdom Tubes in 
Tra lee, Carrigaline Pottery, 
Cork and In tenron in Ennis, 
Co. C lare are occupy ing 
their factories to save jobs. 

An earlier sit-in a t Clon
dalkin Paper Mills in Dublin 
for twelve months led to na
t ionalisat ion and the saving 
of half the jobs. As an 
employers' magazine co m
mented, "the sit- in tactic bv 
ear ly I983 had achieved a 
certain respectabilit y, and 
had demons! rat ed to be a 
sure winner. What was more 
natural then that it should be 
used again 'l " 

"Mu ltination::J l co nso r
tium s like Rank s are allo11-
ed to pull out, having bled 
what they ca n from th e Iri sh 
eco nom y. These com pani e5 
ha ve received massive profit ~ 
augmented by large tax 
grants. It is tim e to ca ll a 
halt ," said a leader of th e 
Dublin Rank s occupation. 

Occupations 
gain 

support 
Workers have maintained 

occupation despite fourteen 
of them suffer in g impri so n
ment in February for their 
"crime". A Dublin-wide 
general str ike made the 
government think again and 
the workers were released. 
Workers th ere are deman
ding the nationalisation of 
the company. 

Official unemployment in 
the South reached 187,887 in 
Apri l and a new unwanted 
record was set on 6 May 
when I 000 workers lost their 
jobs on one day . T he 
Taoiseach (Prime Minister) 
Garret Fitzgera ld has con
fessed that 200,000 on the 
dole cou ld not be far off. 
That is why occupations 
have been so well supported 
both by the workers con
cerned and the labour move
ment generally. 

On 13 April, 200,000 
workers demonstrated 

S.lreland
Workersin 
opposition 

Labour leaders 
in coalition 

against Ireland' s enormous 
ineq ua liti es in ta xation. 
Busi nessmen a nd fa rm ers 
pay little or no tax and ~re! 
millions in gra nt s, su bsidies 
a nd allowances while trade 
union leaders have pointed 
out th at a widow on £40 a 
week gets taxed. 

The workin!l. cla ss ca n 
hardly avoid p~yin g PAYE 
a nd also have suffered for 
years from wage res traint as 
government afte r govern
ment imposed a "wage 
agree m ent".- In recent 
months, there has been a 
queue of workers fighting to 
restore real wages. Power 
workers deman ding a 22 07o 
ri se forced the management 
into negot iation wi th the 
threat of a one-da y strike . 
Gas and Aer Lingus workers 
may now be followinl! suit. 

The Fi nance Mi;ister 
from the Tory Fine Gael 
Party, Alan Dukes has ca ll
ed on insurance companies 
to renege on their pay deals 
with employees, to keep in 
line with government pay 
poli cy. Other members of 
the ruling class prefer to try 
to get union leaders "co
operation". 

Now in practically every 
threatened closure, workers 
consider the question of oc
cupation. The Telectron·fac
tory in Ta llaght closed on 6 
May. Workers there only re
jected a sit-in when manage
ment made severance pay 
conditional on going quietly. 

Even small-scale strikes 

such as one at a psyc hiatri c 
hospit al in Co . Mayo show 
a polarisation in Iri sh socie
ty . Arm y catering staff were 
brought in 11·hen kitchen 
staff struck in sympat hy with 
nurses . 

Class policies 
for Labour 

In the heightened class at 
mosphere, the presence of 
Labour Party ministers in a 
cabinet dominated by the 
right wing Fine Gael party 
leaves a nast y ta ste in 
workers' mouths. 

T he Labour Party rank 
and fil e, the union s and the 
yo uth were angr y when 
Labour leaders accepted 
government posts. Now the 
crisis of capit alism divides 
society mo re and more , 
demands for a n end to coali
tion and for a n independent 
class stance for Labour will 
become uncontainable . 

For the best regular 
coverage of Ireland, 

North and South, read 
MILITANT 

.JRISH MONTHL Y 
Price 1 5p from your local 

Militant seller, 
or write to: 

Militant Irish Monthly, 
75 Middle Abbey Street, 

DUBLIN 1. 
Six issues £2. 

Twelve issues £4. 

Australia 
-Unemployment hits 
the boom country 
"I CAME OVER 
from Corby when I 
was made redundant 
to give my family a 
chance out here. Now 
I am being made 
redundant at the age 
of 45, where do I go 
from here?", a steel 
worker at Port 
Kembla in Woolon
gong, New South 
Wales, asked me. 

Port Kembla, a vast stee l 
works, is shedding I ,400 
jobs this year on top of over 
5,000 over the last 21 months 
as the crisis of capitalism 
reaches its tentacles out to 
the " lucky country" to dash 
the hopes of ma ny workers 
from Britai n a nd elsewhere 
of a stable job and a secure 
future. 

It was the growing realisa
tion that the mineral wealth 
and wide open spaces of 
Australia co uld not 
guarantee decent well paid 
jobs that led to the victory of 
the Australian Labour Part y 
under Bob Hawke at the 
polls on 5 March. The 
powerful Australian working 
c lass wanted a government 
that wou ld act in its interest 
and not that of the multi
nationals. 

Job less figures in ew 
South Wales show .that th e 
number of sk illed buildin!l. 
and construction worker~ 
out of work rose by more 
than 300 07o in the past two 
yea rs, the nex t biggest rise 
being in ski ll ed metal and 
e lec trica l workers (over 
250 07o) and 13707o fo r rural 
workers . Over all, sem i
skilled unemployment has 
doubled. 

In early 1981 the then 
Liberal Prim e Mini s ter 
Malcolm Fraser halted the 
officia l unemp loyment 
figures because he said they 
" overstated" the problems . 
A departmental directive 
prevented regional offices of 
the Commonwealth Employ
ment Service from count ing 
even their own unemploy
ment cards and used 
Australian Bureau of 
Statistics figures, based on a 
sa mple , whi ch seriousl v 
underestimated the figures. 
Tebbit hasn ' t got a monopo
ly on such dirty tri cks ! 

The steel industry na
tionally has p ut 15,000 
workers on the stones since 
the middle of 198 1. Leaders 
of the Federa ted Iron 
Workers Association have 
warned Bob Hawke to do 
something to prove his pre
election comm itment to 
maintaining jobs in the steel 
industry was not just a 
hollow election promise. 

In the transport industry 
which has lost 80,000 jobs in 
a year, employers are putting 
pressure on for short time 
work (on reduced wages of 

Bob Hawke, Labour Prime Minister 

Former Prime Minister Fraser. Stopped publishing 
unemployment statistics . 

course), and a re facing Au stralia! 
resistance from the union s. The country' s top mono-
Buddmg work ers are o n th e polies are just helping them-
a ttack, though, wnh rollin g selves, still making enor-
st_oppages to demand the en- mou s profit s despite the 
d111g of wage restra111t , m ef- recess ion . It' s only wage 
feet s111ce December 1981 earners who are threatened 
and due to end in June. They with co ntinuation of the 
want rea l wages to be wages sta nd-still for a few 
restored to that leve l and the years. 
immediate introduct ion of a The yout h have no pro-
36-hour ~eek. spect of jobs , counci l accom-
. oThe ~mons ar~ even hav- . ~odation is rare and ex pen-
in"' to ftght for mimmum na- SiVe flats 111 the private 
lional sta ndards for redun- sphere are for top earn ei s 
dancy ~nd for full consu lt a- on ly. The prob lems have 
t~on with the unions before been worsened as t he 
firms. are closed down. A drought forced workers 
firm m Yictona, Waltons, from the country areas into 
an nounced closure on one Sydney desperately looking 
Tuesday 111 February and for any low paid jobs and 
closed totally leav111 g 700 li ving in hostels . 
JObless on the Fnda_y. Unemployment on this 
. Young wo~kers m par- scale is a new experience for 
t~cular are beg111mng toques- most Australians but the de-
tion wheth~r Bob Hawke's mand which is being taken 
methods will work. H e has up grad ually by the youth in 
111troduced a mini-_budget , the Labour Party and th e 
c_reated 70,000 new JObs for unio ns for a socialist Labour 
SIX months on bas ically YOP government wi ll grow out of 
s~hemes an_d asked people to sheer necessit y. 
tighten their belts as "times 
are not easy" and everyone By Ruth Herdman 
must take a part in helping 
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CND and 
socialism 

Dear Comrade, 
As a regular reader of 

Militant and a member of 
CND, I was disappointed by 
Lynn Walsh 's article in issue 
649, which appeared to 
dismiss both the movement 
itself and the value of 
unilateral disarmament 
unless it is ·linked directly 
with the struggle for 
socialism. 

Although I would agree 
that the question of 
unilateral disarmament can
not be divided off from the 
struggle for socialism, I 
believe that CND has a role 
to play in that struggle if on
ly people would get more in
volved in the movement a nd 
take into it that very 
question . 

To stand on the outside of 
CND is to turn your back on 
millions of workers who 
believe in CND's principles, 
particu larly young people. 

"Under the existing 
balance of internat io na l 
forces world war three is not 
about to break out", wrote 
Lynn Walsh. Again, I agree, 
but I believe the interna
tional situation is becoming 
more volatile, with countries 
like India, Israel and South 
Africa possessi ng nuclear 
weapons and far more 
becoming "nuclear capable" 
in the shape of Pakistan, 
Libya and Iraq. I believe at 
the present time these coun
tries are a bigger threat to 
world peace than Ru ssia or 
America. 

I am also a 
reali st / pessimist and believe 
that a nuclear "accident " 
has no respect for interna
tional situations. I would 
urge all Militant readers to 
join and play an active role 
in their local CND or YCND 
group. 

Just as the question of 
di sa rmament ca nnot be 
separated (in realistic terms) 
from the fight for socia lism, 
so Militant readers cannot, 
in my opinion , stand outside 
CND. 

Yours Fraternall y, 
D. Greenha lgh. 

Loyal 
David Owen 

Dear Militant , 
As a build up to 

Plymouth's local elections, 
both the Alliance and the 
Labour Party held 
walkabout rallies. 

As MP for Plymouth 
Devonport, David Owen 
spoke on behalf of the 
'Socialist Deserters Party'. 

After his address me and 
Mike Wright (Labour can
didate for Plymouth) ap
proached him, and Mike 
quoted a TGWU rally in 
Plymouth Guildhall, 1980 
where he said, 'I have always 

NT feel sick 

Dear Comrades, 
I was pleased to hear of 

the resounding victory of the 
Liverpool Labour Party over 
the previous Alliance/ Tory 
regime. It was a bonus to 

hear that the Tory leader had 
lost hi s seat. 

Even Norman Tebbit had 
to admit, on a radio pro
gramme, that it was clear the 
Labour Partv 's message had 

been very popular with 
voters . 

Yours fraternally, 
Michael A Sewell 
Scotland 

------------------------------
Have you been out canvassing? Or just been can
vassed and bought a Militant? Let us know your 
views and your experiences. lt' s your paper. 

------------------------------
Joe Stalin, SDP? 
Dear Comrades, 

Following from the 650 
issue of Militant describing 
th e scurrilous attack s of 
Liverpool Liberals on Mili
tant supporters in the coli!J 
cil elections, I have a story to 
tell. A fr iend of min e was 
thrown off the premises of 

been a loyal Labour Partv 
member, and will stav in m~ 
corner and fight'. · -

He didn't den y saying 
this, although he was ob
vio usly embarrased. 

Hi s sca pegoat, however 
for see king a caree·r 
elsewhere was of course the 
Militant and the leftward 
shuffle of the rank and file . 

But as he hurled his abuse, 
he did little more than help 
us, by boosting our sales! 
People immediately wanted 
to read the paper and find 
out what it was that Owen 
was so scared of! 

Yours fraternally, 
Joe Harris 
Plymouth Devonport 
LPYS 

my college last week for sell
ing the Militant . Presented 
with this order from the vice
principa l we merely had to 
move I 0 yards! 

I later found out (and here 
I plead the abso lute secrecy 
of a journalist's sou rces!) 
that it was a lecturer who 
had phoned the principa l 
compla ini ng of our presence. 

Daily Militant 
to your door 

Dear Comrades, 
In order to counter effec

tively the poiso nous lies that 
are poured out day in and 
day out by Fleet Street it is 
esse ntial to establish a 
socia list dail y, in other
words, a Daily Militant . 

Lasi Saturday morning I 
took pan in an estate sale 
with one other comrade for 
about an hour. In this short 
space of time, and in only 
one street, we sold I 7 papers 
between us and collected two 
names for the Labour Party. 

Only one persol') corn-

That lecturer is an SDP 
suppor ter! 

It seems that the party of 
the centre, of ope n
mindedness is petrified of 
free speech. When will the 
cry be raised, "SDP! Get 
back to Russ ia!" 

Yours fraternall y, 
Dermot Carney, 
Esther C LP. 

plained about so-cal led 'bed
sit entryists' _ The main com
plaints however were, 
" they' re a ll the same" , 
"they're only in it for 
themselves" or "Wi lson did 
nothing for me" . 

Contrary to what the Fleet 
Street hacks always say, l 
didn ' t find any evidence to 
the effect that I 'm an 'elec
tion liabilit y'. On the con
trary, many people we spoke 
to were undecided a nd said 
" now I've seen you son, I' ll 
vo te Labour ''. 

Andrew Leachers 
West Edinburgh LPYS 

Thanks, 
Liverpool! 

Dear Comrades, 
Can l through your pages 

say a big 'thanks ' to the 
comrades in Liverpool who 
gained a magnificent victory 
in the council elections. 
· The victory was a victory 
for socialism and for the 
working class. I felt ten foot 
tall, could scoff at the doom 
and gloom merchants that l 
come across. 

I must try and take this 
smug grin off my face, but 
what you did was put theory 

· into practice and got the sup
port of the working class in 
Liverpool. 

Your result will be a boost 
to the rest of the labour 
movement. Well done! 

Yours fraternally 
Ruth Carnpbell 
Stoke-on-Trent 

Political 
canvassing 

Dear Comrade, 
I canvassed recently for 

the local elections in Tun
bridge Wells. My instruc
tions were to ask people if 
they would be voting Labour 
and then record, yes, no, 
don't know etc. 

During this canvass I met 
Karen, a young girl of 23. 
When asked she said no! She 
wouldn't be voting Labour. 

Instead of noting a ' no' on 
my pad and walking away I 
asked why she wouldn't. The 
answer came that as she had 
been unemplo ye d si nce 
August and her Dad had 
been unemployed for three 
yea rs she wasn' t going to 
vote at all. 

We chatted about Mili
tant's policies and I sold her 
a copy of the paper. Since 
then Karen buys Militant 
regularl y and has joined the 
Labour Party. 

She 's decided she'll be 
fighting for a Labour victory 
in the genera l election-but 
on a social ist programme. 

Yours fraternally 
Gerry Jo nes 
Tunbridge Wells CLP 

Condoning"'..., 
violence? 

Dear Comrades, 
Although I do not support 

a ll of the views of your 
paper, I am a regu lar re-ader 
and I wish you success in 
your campaign to reinstate 
the 'five'. I did however, ob
ject to one of your art icles 
last week. 

The report on the fascist 
meeting in Tottenham seem
ed to condone violence by 
the thousand demonstrators 
against the ha n<;lful of Na
tional Front support ers and 
also to criticise the police for 
their defence of the fascists. 

It is one thing to offer ' no 
platform ' by the means us
ed by the brothers in the 
Council and the Unions but 
lowering thi s ac ti vi ty to 
violence does no one any 
good . 

Action like this is a ll that 
is now drawing attention to 
this thankfully diminishing 
group of fascists. But had 
their been the death of one 
fascist this would have been 
the perfect excuse for the 
press to hammer the socialist 
movement. 

Fraternally, 
Peter Whiteley. 

Sell to the 
sellers 

Dear Comrades, 
I, like many other working 

class people in terraced hous
ing, was until recently, sick 
and tired of the dozens of 
door to door salesmen and 
canvassers who descend 
upon us . 

But my attitude has 
changed with the addition of 
an election poster to the 
front window. 

First, a young woman sell
ing insurance bought a 
paper, then today a salesman 
appeared. What he was sell
ing I 'm not sure as he was 
far more concerned with get
ting details of how to join 
the party and discussing the 
paper he bought. 

So I hope you all take 
heart, and next time there is 
a knock at the door, take a 
paper to the door with you. 

Yours fraternally, 
P .R. Hull 
Leicester West LPYS 

Students and the 
working class 

Dear Comrades, 
As a member of Aberyst

wyth UCW Labour Club I 
was particularly interested to 
read the article on Labour 
Students' Conference (issue 
648). 

A few years ago Kitchen 
cleaning staff walked out in 
a strike against redundan
cies, leaving the student halls 
unattended. Th e college 
reacted by paying each stu
dent £1 for every meal lost, 
effectively breakin g the 
str ike. 

In another incident one of 
t.he two sports- hall 
caretakers was made redun
dant, leaving one worker to 
look after two halls, at the 
same time. 

The Tory/ Alliance car
rerists who run the Student 
Union proposed that 
students should be charged 
for sports facilities to meet 
the Co ll ege's c ut s 
programme. 

Militant supporters argued 
for the Labour Club to take 
up these issues, and to forge 
links between the club and 
the unions to fight the cuts. 

Labour Clu-b leaders ig
nored our proposals. Thev 
seem more interested in pass
in g resolutions against the 
LPYS and yet more en 
quiries into ' infiltration ' in 
the Labour Party. 

NOLS, the student section 
of the Labour Party was not 
formed for its leaders to play 
a t politics. It was set up to 
link students to th e fight for 
a soc iali st society. 

Yours frate rnall y, 
Frank Rae 
Aber.ys twyth 

Booby prize 
Comrades, 

Listening to the news on 
radio today, I heard the 
following about a Select 
Committee report on 
parliamentary candidates: 
"Minor parties want the lost 
deposit in elections abolish
ed altogether." Supporting 
this were the Liberal and 
Communist parties . 

No prizes will be given for 
the best reasons why . 

Yours fraternally, 
Dave Hardy 
Nottingham South CLP 



The deserted factory in Vauxhall , Liverpool Photo: Dave Reed 

lt would have 
been better to 
fight back I I I 

CHERYL V ARLEY talks to 
Sheila Boyd , ex-shop 
steward, Tate & Lyle's, 
about the closure of the 
factory in Liverpool's Vaux
hall area. 

1,500 workers have been 
made red und ant. They to ld 
us on 22 J a nuary that the 
factor y would close in April. 
But the threat hun g ove r us 
fo r so long we never thought 
it wou ld c lose. 

We thought per haps they 
mi ght ask for more redun
danc ies, but not tha t it 
wou ld close. Ta te's just 
decided it was go in g to c lose 
an d that's a ll there was ro it. 

The effec t was 
devastating. They told the 
stewards in the Centre Hotel, 
at the same time as they were 
telling the management. 
People came out from the 
meeting white faced, th ey 
couldn 't believe it. Some 
stewards were cryi ng, the 
man agers were c ry in g, 
everyone was crying. 

Tate's was the heart of 
Vauxhall, there was no-one 
in that area that d idn't have 
someone working there. 
Whole families, husbands , 

wives, sons and daughters 
were thrown onto the dole. 

We'd never had a str ik e 
there. We went along with 
everything they wanted. \ve 
cha nged the day and night 
sh ifts, people worked twelve 
hour shifts. A lot of us 
believed they kept trying to 
get us to strike, so they could 
close it down , bu t we did 
everything they asked. 

Now I think it wou ld have 
been better if we had had a 
st rik e. done somet hin g to 
fig ht back. 

A lot of peop le thought 
there might be so me chance 
of sav ing it. They got scared 
about doing anything 
because they might lose their 
redundancy pay. 

T he man from Tare and 
Lyles was on the news and 
sa id we'd a ll get good redun
dancy pay. I got £5,000 and 
I 'd been there for 20 years . 

There were people who ac
tually cracked up. They had 
worked there a ll their lives 
and just didn't know how to 
go abou t getti ng a nothe r 
job. They didn ' t know what 
to say at an interview o r 

anyt hin g . 
I could n ' t get a job afte r

wards. I went for an inter
view as a packer and had to 
have an IQ test. M y IQ was 
the highes t and they were go
ing to give me the job , but 
suddenly they turned me 
down. As far as I know it 
was because they found out 
I'd been a shop steward . 

Unti l you're act uall y 
thrown on the do le you just 
can't understa nd how 
demoralising it is. People got 
frantic about getting another 
job. Most of them will never 
get another. 

I left the Vauxhall area 
because I lived in Logan 
Towers and the rain ca me 
through the roof and kept 
blowing out the electricit y. 

Once the electricity was 
off a ll over the bank holiday 
and a ll the food was ruined. 
So we got a house and 
bought new furniture. 

Twelve months before it 
closed , Tate and Lyle told us 
our jobs were secure and 
we'd be working there until 
we retired. 

20 May 1983 MILITANT 13 

TRADE UNIONS 
FOR LABOUR 

-\ / 
/CUR_, 

l 

NALGO members demonstrate against Liverpool's former liberal administration. More and 
more, events are forcing white collar unions into political involvement Photo: lan Morris 

"IF YOU join a 
union you join the 
labour movement" 
said 'the Financial 
Times recently. 

Their reporter had to hold 
an interview with workers in 
Preston to learn that lesson. 
But it 's the view of millions 
of workers and their 
families. 

This is a vital lesson as we 
enter the general elect ion in 
which the political arm of 
the trade unions, the Labour 
Part y, fights to kick out the 
Tories. 

It's vi tal because if · the 
T o ri es win they will wage 
war on our jobs, trade union 
rights and welfare state. 

This nightmare has pro
mpted the trade unions to 
collect a £2 million 'war 
chest' to finance the general 
election campai gn of the 
Labour Party. 

The Tories are back ed by 
millions of pou nds fro m big 
business which is handed 
over to Tory Party fund s by 
um;lected directors on in
flat ed salaries, with out a ny 
cons ultati on wit h the 
workers who created these 
profits. 

Yet th ey have the brass 
neck to accuse the labour 
movement of flouting of 
democracy in us in g the 
money of the trade union s 
for political purposes . 

In one case a "member" 
of the NUM took the na
tional union to court, accus
ing the leader§ of illegality in 
making a "politi cal" dona
tion from the genera l rather 
than political fund, to help 
build the new Labour Party 
HQ. 

'Political fund' 

Since 1913 money for 
"political pu rposes'' has had 
to be accounted for separate
ly in a special "poli t ica l 
fund". 

Now the Tories have pro
posed fu rther legal obstacles 
in a thinly di sguised attempt 
to strangle the Labour Par
ty financia ll y. 

They will not succeed. 
Trade unions founded the 

Labour Party and have sus
tained it ever since. Trade 
union s have used their funds 
for political purposes since 
the 1860s in over a century 
of struggle. 

Traditionally it has been 
the skilled and un skilled 
manual workers who provid
ed the union basi s for 
Labour . 

Now the rank s 'o f the 
labour movement are'being 
swelled more and more by 
the wh it e collar sections. 
Their struggles have increas
ingly forced home the lesson 
that trade unions have to 
take a po liti cal stand. 

Yet ha rder lessons a nd 
more bitter struggles a re to 
come. A management survey 
reported in the Financial 
Times ( 18 Apr il 1983) made 
it clear that " th e whit e co l
lar sector is ri pe for a maj o r 
shak eout of the k ind seeR in 
recent years in 
manufacturing. '' 

'White collar' 
unions moving to 

Labour 
Po li t ical conclusio ns are 

increasingly being drawn. 
Affilia ti on to the Labour 
Part y has been discussed in 
every major unaffiliated 
union in the last few years . 

Virtually a ll the major 
non-affiliates are running 
campaigns which just hap- . 
pen to coincide wit h the elec
tion! They are very clear ly 
ant i-Tory. 

NA LG O, without a 
political fund and thus not 
ab le to make a direct dona
t io n to Labour Party , has 
nevertheless spent over £ I m 
on a ca mpaign in li ne with 
Labour Party opposit ion to 
public spendin g cut s and 
privatisation. 

A NALGO ballot on af
fi liation to the Labour Par
ty was lost last year. But that 
decision wi ll be reversed as 
the membership increasing
ly face up to a ha rsh future 
under capitalism. 

The majorit y of NALGO 
members now accept the 
benefits of TUC member
ship ye t it took six ba llots 
st retching over twent y yea rs 
before this was achieved. 

In CPSA even the newlv 
re-elected right wing presf
dent Kate Losinska was forc
ed to concede during the 
twenty-one week civil service 
pay strike in 1981 that "th is 
particular government has 
fo rced us into a political 
position". 

This union , the largest in 
the ci vil service, has just 
voted I 35,202 to 52 ,865 to 
ballot on the setting up of a 
politica l fund and conse
quent L a bour P a rty 
membership. 

The forerunner of the 
CPSA, the C ivil Service 
C leri cal Assoc ia tion was 
forced to disaffiliate in 1927 
by th e T ory government' s 
Trade Disputes Act. 

The Trade Unions for 
Labour Victory orga nisat ion 
has called a seri es of pro
Labour meetings at for
thcoming con fere nces of 
unions not affi lia ted. to the 
Labour P arty . 

This is a we lcom e a nd 
overdue in iti at ive but to en 
su re success one conference 
fringe meet in g will not be 
enough. A real campaign 
mu st be co nducted by the 
Labour Part y a nd trade 
union leaders hi ps jo int ly . 

E ve r y possible mean s 
must be used to presen t 
Labour 's policy for job sav
ing, expans ion of th e public 
services and regenera tio n of 
the economy.· 

But above a ll ·the members 
of unions li ke C PSA an d 
NALGO will be convinced if 
they see the pract ica l ap 
plication of socialist policies 
by a fighti ng leadership . 

In Liverpool a reai incen
ti ve to support and join the 
party has been prov ided by 
Labour' > wi llingness to ac
tively support the uni ons 
against privatisat ion and cut
backs under the o ld Liberal 
regime. A new confidence 
was created in the !coal 
Labour Party. The res ult s 
were seen in the local elec
tion victory. 

This example of hO\\. to 
build ma ss support for 
soc ialist po licies by lin ki ng 
up the two sides of the 
labour moYeme nt at ~very 
level must be taken up by the 
labour movement nationally. 
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CONFERENCE ROUND-UP 
ucw 
POLITICS will once more 
be on the Unio n of Com
muni ca t io n Work e rs' 
(UCW) co nference agenda , 
with the rallying call for par
ty unit y and a Labour 
victory. 

This will be the call fro m 
the UCW Executi ve Counci l 
when composite motion 4a is 
discussed. It opposes the ex
pulsion of the fi ve members 
of the Militant Editoria l 
Board a nd ca lls for their 
reinstatement. It has to be 
recogni sed by co n ference 
delegates th a t you ca nn ot 
have wit ch-h unt s a nd unit y 
at th e sa me time. 

Delegates to the 1982 
UC W annual conference 
gave a resounding no vote to 
the EC's proposal s for 
amalgamation wit h the 
CMA (Post Office Managers 
Association) and called fo r a 
rank and fi le union made uo 
of UCV. / POE U , CPSA 
P&T Group. 

The EC of the UCW has 
ignored that decision , a p
parently on th e grounds that 
the UCW wou ld be isola ted , 
as the POEU conference is 
ca llin g fo r a ma lga mation 
with SPOE a ma nagement 
union . 

It is important for UC W 
members to be aware that 
las t year 's POEU annual 
co n fe rence reje c ted 
ama lgamatio n with man age
ment uni ons a nd before this 

year' s conference even more 
branches have rejected the 
idea of ama lgamation with 
SPOE. 

It is important that UCW 
rej ects a malgamation wit h 
CMA a nd remo ves a n 
obstacle in the way of a rank 
a nd file union of all post of
fice workers . 

Every grade in the UCW 
is now in some form of pro
ductivity scheme. The pay 
offer of 5 1l7o plus l ll7o later 
has no w been accepted 
behind members' backs, at a 
time when th e PO dec lared 
a profit of £ 136 million. 

What will a ma ze and 
anger most members will be 
paragraph 1.13 in the general 
sec retary's a nnual report to 
co nference (pg 12), general 
officers' sa laries . It recom
mends an increase in pay of 
one-fifth-that's a 20 1l7o 
increase-for full time of
fic ials whose earnings are in 
the reg ion of between 
£ 17,000 and £20,000 a year. 

By Eddie Thorpe 
(Oidham Indoor branch, 

personal capacity) 

UCW CONFERENCE : Militant 
Meeting. Speakers: Keith 
Dickinson (Expelled Labour 
party member , Militant 
Editorial Board) and Eddie 
Thorpe (Oidham UCW, per
sonal capacity). 7.45 pm, 
Monday 23 May , Four 
Seasons Hotel. Promenade, 
Douglas, IOM 

Ucw d• t AlanTuffin. Is p u e ucw General Secretary 

POST OFFICE manage
ment in the Western District 
Office in Lo ndon 's West 
End have dismissed the 
chairman of W Amalgamat
ed branch, Bill Willoughby , 
for holding an unofficial 
meeting. 

Bill has been g iven th ree 
months' notice and d ismi ss
ed from the office pending 
an appeal. 

The meetin g in questi on 
was called by the loca l com
mittee on 16 November. Bill 
was not present. Local 
ma na2:ement have chose n to 
ignor; tha t fact and have 
jumped at the chance to sack 
hi~ . 

This is not th e first time 
that Bill has been victim ised 
for his trade union acti vities. 
He was dismissed in 1981 for 
carrying out the wishes of his 
bra nch . This dec isio n wa' 
later a ltered to compulsory 
transfer to a different offi ce, 
due to union pressure . An 

independent tr ibunal heard 
Bill' s case and he was 
reinstated in 1982 under a 
one-vear a2:reement that any 
further se;ious offe nces by 
Bill would result in instant 
dismissal. 

The a2: reemen t is du e to 
end this June. As Bill did not 
stand for chairman this year, 
the district postmaster saw 
his opportunity to get rid of 
an excellent trade union ist. 

The General Secretary of 
the UC \\ , Alan Tu ffin, has 
written to the P ost Office 
demanding: that this unfair 
decision b-e reversed, poin
ting out that of course Bill , 
as the chairman of th e 
branch at the time, correct
ly took charge of the actual 
meetin g: o n the 16th. All 
UCW -members sho uld be 
prepared to defen d Bill 's and 
every UC V. officer's righ t 
to carry on trade union 
activities . 

By a UCW member 

NO 
TO 
4% 

NUPE 
DETERMINATION to get 
rid of the Tories has been the 
main theme of NUPE con
ference. 

Tom Sawyer, speaking in 
the Labour Party debate 
made it clear that after four 
yea rs o f Tory attacks NUPE 
members understand as well 
as a nyone the need to act ive
ly work for Labour 's 
victory. 

It was un fo rtuna te th at in 
thi s debate, composit e 2, 
clea rl y posing the need for a 
Labour victory but also con
f irmin g NUPE' s s t a nd 
aga inst the di visive wit ch
hunt in th e Labour P arty, 
was unnecessa rily rem itted. 
We understand the EC 
wo uld have give n the com
posit e their support. 

In an excellent deba te on 
yo uth unemployment con-

After four years of Tory attacks. NUPE is fighting for Labour. 

ference passed composite 7 
from Edinburgh including 
co ngratulation s to th e 
Labour Party You·ng Social
ists in organising youth on 
government training schemes 
a nd the main demands of the 
LPYS campaign on this 
issue . 

The only controvers ial 
debates have been on the 
union 's investment s in 
Grand Metropolitian Hotels, 
an o rganisation which has 
been to the fore in the 
privatisation campaign. Len 
Thomas from Swansea , 't he 
man who switched the lights 
out o n Tebbi t ,' ca ught th e 
mood of co nferen ce. 

Despite the speech of the 
un io n treasurer and EC op
position, conference decided 
to break finanic ia lli nks wiih 
any organisation involved in 
privatisation . 

The on ly ot her issue of 

co ntroversy wa s in th e 
debate on the health strike. 
The EC was again defeated 
when that section of the an
nual report was successfully 
referred back , much to the 
platform 's consternation. 
This reflected a genera l feel
ing that the EC had not 
given the leadership that 
could have been expected. 

64 Militant 's were so ld on 
th e first day of conference. 

NEC electi o ns sho" a 
~tre ngthenin g of the left. 
.J enn y \\ ebber defeated Bet 
ty Riches , a moderat e from 

o rfolk clue to ta ke over a> 
pres ide nt . Frank Fa ll on, 
Broad Left cand idate de
feated To m Smith for th e 
NE:C Scotti\h area I ~eat . 

by Alistair Tice 
(Hul l Hospita ls 

General Branch ) 

SOGAT'82 
THIS WEEK'S policy mak
ing conference in 
Bournemouth of the major 
print unions of SOGA T'82 is 
the first since last year' 
amalgamation with 
NATSOPA. 

It can be an important 
step in consolidat in g the 
amalgamation around 
agreed polices. 

Had it no t been fo r the 
calling of the general elect ion 
the union 's ballot for genera l 
president would have over
s hadowed a ll else a t 
co nference . 

At leas t twelve ca ndidates 
have a lready declared their 
intention to stand. A number 
of them are on the left of the 
union, or at least support left 
pol icies carried at previou 
conferences. 

The problem of such can
didates standing in opposi
tion to each other could have 
been avo id ed by the 
orga nisat ions of a national 
broad left-a move which 
has been successful for the 
left in other unions. 

As things stand at the mo
ment many activists in the 
union wil l be uncertain 
where to place their 1·otes, 
and will probably vote on 
area or branch lines, with the 
possibilit y of a ll the left can
didates be ing defeated. 

This is a crucial issue now 
because co nference takes 
place against a background 
of mass ive job losses in the 
industry, cu lmin at ing in the 
recent loss of 770 jobs a t 
Boards in \\ arrington . T hi' 
is another major blow to the 

paper a nd board maJ..ing 
side of the indust ry. 

There are resolu tions o n 
the age nda calling for op
positi o n to redundancies . 
They ha ve to be acted on by 
a decisive leadership if the 
industry is to survive even a t 
its presently reduced level. 

The immediate task of 
co nfere nce is to ensure all 
possible steps are taken to 
ensure our full resources are 
put into the ca mpaign to 
kick o ut the T ories. 

By a SOGAT delegate 

SOGAT CONFERENCE Mili 
tant Readers ' Meeting. 
Speaker: Clare Doyle. Venue : 
West Cliff Hall Hotel , 
Bournemouth . Tuesday 24 
May, 8 .30 pm. All welcome. 

Gas job threat 
DESPITE THE loss of near
ly 200 manual jobs over the 
past yea r and im proved pro
ductivi ty ma nagement of 
North Thames Gas now 
wa nt compulsory redundan 
cies. 500 into next year and 
I ,000 by I 988. 

The GMBATL!, together 

with NALGO, must oppose 
these red undancies using in
dustrial action if necessary . 
Workers recognise the need 
to fight. They also know that 
local isolated action, work
to-rules and one day strikes 
a re not enough. 

W hat is needed is for th e 

leadership of the uni on to 
campaign for a national 
stri ke to shut-down th e 
whole of British Gas wi th 
so lida rit y act ion from other 
trade unions, espec ially elec
tricit y workers. 

By a gas worker 

Broad Left for Railwayworkers National Conference and Rally for a Labour Victory 
Speakers : Arthur Scargill (President NUM); John Lanwarne (NUR Divisional Officer, 
Midlands); Les Johnson (ASLEF Org Sec) ; Terry Fields (Parliamentary Candidate, Broad 

Green) . Saturday 4 June 11 am, AUEW Halls, Mount Pleasant, Liverpool. 

TASS 
THE ANNUAL Represen
tative Council of AUEW 
(T ASS) begins on 23 May. 

T ASS proudly boasts that 
it is a le ft union which has 
campaigned for the demo
cratic reforms in the Labour 
Part y over the past few 
yea rs. 

Many T ASS members will 
be disturbed to hear that 
deputy general secretary, 
Eric Winterbottom, backed 
b y the Standing Orders 
Commit tee, has refused per
miSS IOn for Militant to be 
sold at this year 's confer
ence. 

T ASS 's policy is quite 
c lear. Resolu tion 52, las t 
year instructed the executi ve 
committee " to firml y, 
resolutely defend a ll the 
democratic gains made in the 
Labour Part y over the past 
two years and furthermore 
defend the rights of a ll 
shades within the party to 
pursue their views in a 
democratic manner without 
threat of sanctions." 

In 1981 , resolution 38 urg
ed "the Executi ve Commit
tee to support genuine ef
forts to brin g about a 
popular socialist newspaper , 
a nd to impress upon the 
membership the vital need to 
support the exis ting socia list 
alternatives, in particular the 
Morning Star, Tribune a nd 
Labour Weekly." 

Brother Winterbo tt om 
sta tes that: "those publica
ti ons which are on sale at 
confe1:ence have been th e 
subject of specific motions, 
submitted through the pro
per democratic procedure of 
the union." 

Most members , however, 
,,·ould agree that Mifiranr is 
an "existing soc ia list alter
native" and shou ld therefore 
be avai lab le for sale to the 
delegates in order to "pursue 
our views in a democratic 
manner without the threat of 
sa nction ". 

There is no rule in the 
AUEW (TASS) rule book 
which e nd orses Brother 
Winterbottom 's statemen t 
about the need for a specific 
mot ion. 

We would point out that 
the "proper democratic pro
cedu re of the union" is as 
fo llows . For a reso lut ion to 
be discussed a t ann ua l co n
ference, a branch mu st pass 
it o nt o th e Di visiona l Con
fe rence. Four and o nl y four 
moti o ns are then selected by 
the delegates to the Divi 
~ional Confe rences for the 

ational Conference. 
Is Bro ther Wi nterbottom 

ser iously suggest ing that, a t 
a time of 3 Y1 million 
unemployed and a general 
elect ion loomin g, Divisiona l 
Conferences shou ld waste 
th eir time passing a resolu 
tion merely a llowing the sale 
of a newspaper when T ASS 
is a lready committed to sup
porting socialist newspapers? 

Is the EC say ing that 
because five members of 
Militant's E ditorial Board 
have been expelled from the 
Labour P arty that that 
mea ns they have been kick
ed o ut of the labour 
movement ? 

If so , they are siding with 
the right wing an'd breaking 
conference policy in bann in g 
th e sa le of Militanr at co n
ference. Vve call on the EC 
to reverse this decision. 
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CPSA Conference 

Right win elections, but Lelt win 
on policy By Bill Boyle 

THE ANNUAL Con
ference of the Civil and 
Public Services Associa
tion in Brighton from 9 to 
13 May showed yet again, 
that the union is moving 
rapidly to the left. 

The Conference hall was 
packed with young delegates 
representing over I ,000 
CPSA branches . 

A lth ough th e Conference 
began with formal notifica
tion that CPSA members 
had voted to accept the 
·Government pay offer there 

. was a mood of anger in the 
ha ll that the Union's Genera l 
Secretary had urged mem
bers to accept before goin g 
to the NEC. He was heavily 
censo red by conference. 

It was agreed to hold a 
special pay Conference in 
1983 in order to draw up th e 
1984 pay claim. 

On all of the bread and 
butter issues delegates 
demanded a lead from the 
Execut ive; on pay, the cut 
ting of hours, ext ra leave and 
frin ge benefits . On every ma
jor issue facing the union 
Miliranr supporters led the 
way. 

In the debate on job cu ts 
Mi litant support e r John 
McCreadie mad~ it p la in to 
conference that ge tting rid of 
the Tories was th e only way 
to effect ively put an end to 

the rape of the pub li c 
~erv i ces. 

Through the campa igm 
run by CPSA and other 
un ions in rhe public sector 
our members are beginning 
to realise hO\\ important 
politics and ha\·ing a politica l 
voice is to them. 

By a more than two-th irds 
majority rh e co nference 
decided to adopt model 
ballot rules to enable C PSA 
to consult it s members and 
recommend Labour Party 
affiliation. {see p. l 3 'TUs 
fo r Labour ') . 

The motion was moved 
for the EC by Frank Bon
ner, a Militant supporte r. 
Motion 142 , moved by 
a nother Militant supporter, 
An ne .Jones, reiterated the 
unio n 's 1982 decision to 
cam pai gn in favour of re
affiliation. 

Leadership needed to 
organise fight-back 
Conference \'Oted by a 

large majorit y to campaign 
against the sitin g of Cruise 
missiles in Britain . U nfor
tunately, however, because 
of much advance pub licity 
and threats of legal action by 
the union's right wing, con 
ference decided not to take 
the step of affiliating to 
CND. 

Many battles face the in
coming NEC. Major battles 
loom to save the jobs of 
CPSA Ministry of Defence 
members in Gibraltar. In 
Li verpool the DHSS system 
is threatenin g to completely 
collapse. Strikes are breaking 
out all over the country. 

There is no doubt that the 
election of a 24-5 righ t wi ng 
majority to the NEC, led by 

Kate Losi nska, is a set-back 
for the union. Members wi ll 
quickly see the d ifference 
between the Broad Left and 
the right wing . It is impor
tant, however, for CPSA ac
t ivists not to be demoralised, 
bur to analyse and unders
tand developments in the 
union in order to overcome 
this set-back. 

Militant has always ex
plai ned that d'espite the 
radicalism of the mainly 
younger CPSA activists, our 
union st ill suffers from the 
conservat ism of the old 
whit e-co llar 'civil service' 
mentality. 

The contrast in attitudes 
between various sections and 
layers of the membership is 
key to the volatility of the 
union, a factor which has 
been aggravated by the new 
balloting system introduced 
in 1979 by a combination of 
left and right-wing support , 
despite Mili tan t's oppo
sitio n. 

Wh il st making g reat 
str ides forward in the union , 
the Broad Left has not suc
ceeded in si nking sufficient
ly firm and wide roots 
amongst the rank and file
particularl y important when 
the membership is faced with 
a barrage of smears and 
distort ions from the right
wing and media . 

Right wing have 
no answers 

Th e union's ca mpaigning 
work has been consistently 
~a botaged over the past year 
by the union bureaucracy. 
This ha s been aggrava ted a t 
times by the failure of sec
tions of the left NEC to pro
vide firm and decisive 
leadership . . 

On the other hand the 
Broad Left, though suc
cess fu l in o rga ni sin g the ac
tivists, has not succeeded in 
getting its policies through to 
the members. This was 
especia ll y vital o n new 
technology and pay, vital 
iss ues where the right-wing 
ha ve no viab le policy to de
fend our members . 

Considered against th·e na
tional background of set
backs for more hardened 
and experie nced union s in 
disputes wit h the govern
ment and the Tories' success 
in abolishing Pay Research 
Unit, which g uaranteed 
some degree of comparabili
ty for our pay levels, it can 
be unders tood why the mem
bersh ip was re lu ctant to go 
into their firs t ever nati o nal 
strike just now. There was a 
lack of confidence in our 
ab ilit y to defeat Thatcher. 

T he vote agai nst strike ac
ticn o n pay undoubtedly 
sp ilt over into the e lecti9n 
votes. Yet, ironica lly, the left 
NEC a lso carried the ca n for 
t he size of a miserl y pay of
fe r at the same time. 

We must be clear that this 
is a temporary setback. 
Though not prepared for na
tional action, our members 
are going into and winning 
local disputes . The vote for 

PhC'to : Paul Matteson (IFL) 

Civil servants are being forced into local action throughout the country . 

Milirant support er Kevin 
Roddy in the presidential 
election way up by 6,800. He 
achieved the highest vote for 
a left cand idate ever under 
the new voting system. 

The right wing have no 
answers whatsoever to the 
c ri sis facing our members. 
Evidence of their bankrupt
cy will inevitably give us new 
opport unities to gu id e the 
un ion on a socia li st course. 

Militant supporters re
main absolutely confident 
that this set-back will be 
speedily reversed. This year 's 
conference was a record
breaker for us . The magnifi
cent collection of over 
£3,000 for the fighting fund 
was supplemented by ex
ce llent paper and pamphlet 
sales. 

Kevin Roddy 

Miliranl achieved so me of 
it s greatest successes a t this 
co nference. As a result of 
careful pre-con ference pre
paratio n, we helped prevent 
the introduction of the 
Youth Training Scheme in
to the civil service, despite 
most of the left supporting 
it. Conference agreed to 
carry on detailed talks with 
SCPS on the terms of a 
merger of both unions. Both 
of these debates have been 
dominated by Militant over 
the years. 

The regu lar election of 
Assistant Secretaries was 
on ly narrowly defeated. The 
motion, which needed a two
th irds majority o nly ach iev
ed a simple majorit y because 
some Labour !efts and the 
Com munist Party organised 
against it. But on almost 
everything else, from cutting 

the inflated salaries of fu ll 
time officials to cutting the 
Pres ident' s powers, Militant 
supporters fought a nd won. 

The mai n task now in 
CPSA is to get every active 
worker in the union fighti ng 
for the return of a Labour 
Government and CPSA 
playing it s full part in the 
Labour Party for the benefit 

Brixton 
BRIXTO DHSS were on 
half da y st rike on 13 May 
over the cutting of seventeen 
staff. 

The clay before, the Sup
plementary Benefit Counter 
was smashed to pieces by a 
mentally handicapped and 
disturbed man recenth· 
re leased from prison. · 

A lso a woman was ar
rested by the po lice because 
she would not Jea\·e the 
bu ilding unless we gave her 
a Giro over th e coumer ro·r 

Hackney 
DESP ITE the bad weather 
nearly lOO CPSA (DoE), 
Labour Part y and LPYS 
members picketed the 
Hackne y Une m p loy m ent 
Benefit Offices last Thurs
day morning . 

Support for the 67 C P SA 
members, locked out for 
refusing to im plement a 
shorter signing cycle wit hout 
improvements in their work
ing co nd itions, has now 
escalated as management are 
pulling in scab labour. 

CPSA members in Kin gs 
Cross, Camden and 
Westmi nste r have shown 
their support for the action . 
On Thursday 12 May the ac
tion spread to the DHSS of
fices at Hackney and Stoke 
Newington, fo llowing the 
suspension of staff for refus-

of our members. That was 
the message President Kevin 
Roddy gave Conference on 
its fi nal day. 

For his fin a l message, but 
a lso for the way in which he 
had conducted the business 
of conference over the full 
five days, he was given a 
prolonged standin g ovation. 

a cooker. We cou ld not find 
her fi le. 

Job cuts not only affect us 
but th e public we serve. In 
Brixton, staff give up their 
jobs because they can't stand 
the pressure anymore. So 
management wi ll easily 
achieve the seventeen job 
losses. 

However, the press ure of 
\\·ork is ever-increasing. At 
present we have 10,800 live 
files. The s ituation has 
reached boiling point. Staff 
ha\·e simply had enough. 

Maybe Margaret Thatcher 
wou ld li ke ro dea l with a 
screaming cla imant? After 
all- he put them there. 

Brixton DHSS worker 

ing to handle work done b\' 
scabs. There are now thre~ 
offices out on official st rike. 

As one DOE rep said. 
"CPSA and SCPS members 
are · uni ted in this struggle 
against management'' . 

A heavy handed and in
competent Management are 
r~fu sing to put Pr-essure on 
the government department 
responsible for office accom
modation. They are surpris
ed at the so lidarity of the 
strikers who have been fur
ther antagonised by the use 
of scabs. 

Messages of support and 
donation s to: Ama nd a 
M illhouse, CPSA DOE Cen
tral London Branch, c/ o 
Strike Centre, Trades Union 
an d Labour Club, Dalsto n 
Lane, London E8 (clay tel: 
01-249 4326). 

By Jackie Walsh 
(Hackney North LPYS) 

and Simon Cole 
(Hackney South LPYS) 

Strike against 
sexual 

harassment 

"WE DON'T think it' s 
funny-it's intimidating 
and degrading." 

That is the feeling of 
women workers at a Liver
pool boutique in a battle 
against sex ual harassment 
which has included the ar
rests of several trade 
unionists. 

Some bosses think that 
women workers are their 
property and they can treat 
them how they like- that 
certainly seemed to be the at
titude of an area manager 
who visited the Lady at Lord 
John boutique in C hurch 
Street on 23 April. Staff 
allege that during the visit he 
made unwelcome sugges· 
tions to a number of the 
girls, pulled o ne girl's bra 
strap down , lifted up sk irt s 
of others and made personal 
comments. Staff complained 
to the shop 's manageress, 
Audrey W hite, who com
plained to the area manager 
and told him to sto p. 

A week later, management 
phoned Audrey and told her 
she was sacked, refusing to 
give any reasons. 

When Audrey carried on 
working-as she had been 
given no written notice or 
reason for dismissal-police 
were were called and she was 
removed from the premises. 

Legislation is no use in this 
case. Mrs White has only 
been at the boutique for 
three months and therefore 
could not take the firm to an 
industrial tribunal. 

Audrey took the only ef
fective course open to her
she called in her union the 
TGWU. On Satu rday, men 
a nd women trade unionists 
picketed the shop . Placards 
explained the sit uation and, 
on the initiative of outraged 
passers-by, a petition callin g 
for Audrey's rei nstatement 
was start ed. Th ree thousa nd 
signatures were collected
with people queueing up to 
sign . 

The picket went well until 
4 pm, when the police mov
ed in for no apparent reason . 
Pickets were ordered out of 
C hurch Street. When they 
tried to question police 
about their tactics, eight 
pickets were a rrested, in
cluding one young girl. They 
were taken to the police sta
tion, held for five hours and 
charged with obstruction. 

The girl was st rip
searched-none of the male 
pickets received similar treat
ment. Given Jhe nature of 
the dispute this can only be 
seen as provocative action by 
the police. 

Ewn so, the picket was 
successful and it is es timated 
the shop lost nearly £6 ,000 
worth of business. On Mon
da~· . the union was invited to 
a meeting with management 
and an offer of money was . 
made. However , negotia
tions are carrying on and a 
permament picket has been 
placed on the shop. 

The retail indu stry is 
notorious for its job in 
security~ its low pa~ and 
poor conditions and its ar
rogant managment. But this 
struggle shows that the onl~ 
protection for women 
workers, whether on pay a nd 
conditions or against abusive 
behaviour towa rds them, is 
through trade union action . 
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Cardowan Colliery 

Save our Pit 
Sack the Tories 

ON FRIDAY 13 May 
the National Coal 
Board announced the 
closure of Cardowan 
pit (just outside 
Glasgow). 

The immed!ate 
response from the 
workers was bitter 
anger and a resolve to 
fight to keep the Car
dowan open. 

J'im McKafferty, Car
dowan Colliery NUM 
Secretary, and former Scot
tish Chairman of the Labou r 
Party , spoke to Eddic 
Philips. Wheeler, Scottisl• 
chairman of the Nationa 
Coal Board, explained at ~ l 
special meeting a rehash o t 
of the 1969 proposa ls regar
ding Cardowan . The argu
ment goes that there are no 
fresh re<;ources; that the pit 
itself couldn't be worked; 
that there is bad ventilation 
and that other en vironmen
tal rea-;ons . 

The r ~al reason is politi
caL It i' a question of O\·er
capacity in coal production 
as far as the Tories are 
concerned. 

put to the men at a pit-head 
meeting by the management. 
It was unanimously rejected 
as indeed it was at a 
membership meeting and a 
11:eneral meeting in Glasgow. 
- This will be a focal point 
in terms of the general elec
tion. Miners will be urged to 
vote Labour as a priority 
means of ensuring the reten
tion of other pits. Also 
publicity will be undertaken 
on a wide scale. 

In the meantime no direct 
action is being taken whilst 
the conciliation machinery is 
being used. The men are be
ing urged to work normally. 
We are obviously looking for 
financial and moral support 
from the movement. 

The recently published 
Labour Party manifesto for 
Scot land claims that Car
dowan pit will be saved if 
Labour is returned to power. 

John Smith, the Labour 
shadow energy secretary has 
also 11:iven this assurance and 
that- is also significant 
because Cardowan is in fact 
within John Smith MP's 
constituencv. 

In response to this new 
assault a meeting was held 
the day before the actual of
ficial announcement of the 
closure and the situation was 

I! should be made clear 
that as far as Jim McKaffer
tv and as far as the miners 
;re concerned , the battle to 
save Cardowan pit will con
tinue whatever the result of 
th e election on 9 Jun e. 

Scottish NUM banner on the People's March in April. The battle 
for jobs goes on . Photo : Militant 

TORIES-
Partv of Poverty 

Continued from page one 
prescription charges. " , yet 
they have gone up 600 per 
cent, from 20p to £1.40. 

"\\'e have absolutely no 
intention of doubling 
.\'AT," crooned Geoffrey 
Howe before the election . 
Within two months. it was 
all but doubled, rising from 
8 to 15 per cent. That was a 
measure which alone put a 
full 4 per cent on the Retail 
Price Index . 

"There is no commitment 
whatsoever", Francis Pym 
announced in April 1979, 
"to abolish the Price Corn~ 
mission." Three months 
later it was abolished. The 
removal of the Prices Com
mission, weak though it was, 
meant the elimination of the 
last vestige of any price 
controls. 

The Tories took over an 
inflation rate of 10 per cent 
in May 1979. In their four 
years of office, it has averag
ed 13 per cent. 

But of course, inflation 
does not affect the rich and 
the millionaire class which is 
so well represented in the 
Ton Cabinet. There is one 
law ·for the rich and one for 
the poor. As in law, so also 
in Tory economics. 

Massive tax handouts 
have been given to the 
wealthy. Th.e average 
businessman, on £45,000 a 

year, will have had an in
crease in take-home pay of 
£120 a week, more than most 
workers earn to start with. 
Ordinary workers, on the 
other hand, are more heavi
ly taxed than ever before. 

Thatcher has turned low 
pay and poverty into official 
i;;stitutions. There are six 
and a half million people on 
supplemental)· benefits-the 
'official' poverty line. There 
are another two million 
below that. 

The meanest Tory trick of 
all was to make these 
benefits taxable: four fifths 
of those families poor 
enough to claim Family In
come Supplement are now 
paying taxes. 

The net result of this 
government's much-vaunted 
prices policy has been the re
introduction of povert) on a 
scale not seen since the inter
war years. The Tories are £he 
Party of Poveny. 

Even their current boast 
about lowering inflation to 4 
per cent sounds hollow. 
against the enormous 
damage that the)· have done 
to living standards in the last 
four years. 

Not that inflation will stay 
at 4 per cent. Even Tory 
economic spokesmen expect 
the level to rise to 6 per cent 
by the autumn and that is 

probably an underestimate , 
since wholesale prices are 
already rising at well over 7 
per cent a year. 

The Tories have done 
enormous damage to the liv
ing standards of the mass of 
working people, but 
especially to the weakest
the old, the sick, the 
unemployed, and the low 

NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

Co ntinued from page 

in and yea r out are left with 
absolutely no other choice. 

But unfortunately, once 
again, the leadership of the 
trade union movement has 
fai led to stand candidates or 
to launch a campaign within 
its rank s to for_m a non
sectarian political party that 
would represent workers. 

Our slo11:an in the Labour 
Group for~ over a decade has 
been for workers' unity and 
socialism . We will therefore 
enthusiastically fl y the flag 
for Labour , for working 
class unity , and for socialist 
policies in Northern Ireland . 

The press and media will 
obviously highlight the sec
tarian nature of the election 
here, but the Labour and 
T·rade Union Group , with its 
small reso urces will offer an 
alternative to working· class 
people . Despite the absence 
of candidates from the of
ficial labour mov~ment, we 
will gain an influence for our 

paid. Now is the time for the 
Party of Poverty to be 
shown the door. 

Labour will win the elec
tion if it boldly champions 
the interests and the needs of 
the low paid. For millions of 
workers, a Labour govern
ment, with socialist policies. 
is literally their only hope for 
the future. 

ideas and our demands 
through the campaign. 

We have chosen the con
stituency of East Belfast , the 
most industrialised area of 
the North. Like in all in 
du strial areas , the Tories 
have axed jobs, housing, 
schools, hospitals and all the 
other services workers de
pend on. 

The candidate who will be 
standing is l\·1uriel Tong, the 
COHSE representati ve in the 
Belfast City Hospital where 
she works as a night sister in 
a geriatric un it. 

Muriel played a leading 
role in the health dispute last 
year. She has a son, and is 
a single parent. 

We will be launching our 
campaign on Saturday 21 
May in the constituency and 
we will be putting forward to 
the people of Belfast a 
socialist programme as the 
onlv wav forward today. 

An y -comrades in the 
British labour movement 
who would like to help our 
campaign financially should 
contact: Labour and Trade 
Union Group, I ~a ling 
Street , Belfast I . 

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 

* The immediate introduction of a 35-hour week 
without loss of pay as a step towards the elimina
tion of unemployment. 

* Reversal of all Tory cuts and a massive programme 
of public works on housing, education, the health 
service, public transport and other sen>ices. 

* A minimum wage of £100 a week, including for 
pensioners, the sick and disabled. 

* Opposition to anti-trade union and other legisla
tion that restricts workers ' democratic rights. 

* Opposition to all forms of discrimination against 
women, black and Asian workers and minority 
groups in society . 

* Massive cuts in arms spending, now running at 
£15bn a year. 

* Unilateral nuclear disarmament. 
* An end to the devastation of basic industries like 

coal, rail and steel. 
* Workers' control and management in the na

tionalised industries, run by boards to be made up 
of one third of each of representatives from: the 
unions in the industry; the TUC, representing all 
workers; the government. 

* Opposition to dictatorship of the national press by 
a handful of rich press barons. Printing facilities 
should be nationalised and access given to political 
parties except fascists on the basis of their electoral 
support. 

* Nationalisation of the top 200 monopolies, in
cluding the banks and insurance compani~s which 
control 80-85 per cent of the economy. Th1s should 
be done through an Enabling Bill, with compensa
tion based only on proven need. 

* A socialist plan of production, in which the enor
mous resources of the country are democratically 
planned for the benefit of the whole population. 

* Opposition to the capitalist Common Market. For 
a United Socialist States of Europe, as a step for
ward to a World Socialist Federation. 

WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 
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