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THE EXPLOSION 
of anger and opposi
tion in South Africa 
has rocked Both a's 
monstrous apartheid 
regime. 

By R Marker 

Black workers have shown 
enormous determination and 
courage in the fight for basic 
human rights in the face of 
a murderous apparatus of 
state repression. 

The key development for 
South African workers has 
been the formation and 
struggle of black trade 
unions. 

This month a major test of 
strength will take place bet
ween the government and 
the 240,000-strong SA Na
tional Union of 
Mineworkers. 

At a special conference of 
the NUM on 3 August, 450 
vot ing delegates, accla jmed 
by 12,000 non-voting 
delegates, representing most 
of the gold and coal mines, 

· voted for strike action from 
25 August. This is in support 
of their claim for an across
the-board 22 per cent wage 
increase, and acceptance of 
May Day as a workers ' 
holiday. 

It was also resol ved to 
boycott white businesses in 
protest against the state of 
emergency. 

The miners were also in
censed by Botha' s threat to 
repatriate foreign workers if 
international sanctions are 

SOUTH AFRICAN NUM general sec
retary, Cyril Ramaphosa, has issued 
a statement, extracts of which are 
below: 

''The South African National Union 
of Mineworkers welcomes the grow
ing support from the international 
labour movement for the black 
workers of South Africa. This sup
port will be decisive in our struggle 
with the mineowners. 

"Our problems of low pay and ex
ploitation are p{oblems faced by 
workers throughout the world, in
deed in many cases we have the 
same international employer. So our 
struggle is a common one, for 
freedom, for democracy and for 
socialism . . . '' 

"Donations for our strike fund are 
very welcome . . '' 

imposed.on SA . 
"Many delegates", accor

ding to the Johannesburg 
Star, ''said the strike should 
be implemented as soon as 
possible, even today". 

The decision was for 
24-hour stoppages, with 
maximum disruptive effect, 
from 25 August, and an all
out strike should Botha im
plement his threat. 

The mining bosses and the 
government are terrified by 
the strike, both because it 
threatens their power to im-

pose cheap labour condi
tions, and because it is a 
rallying point against the 
state of emergency. 

The mineowners are 
moaning, despite making 
record profits even in SA ' s 
economic recession, that the 
workers' demands would 
represent "intolerable" wage 
increases . But NUM General 
Secretary Cyril Ramaphosa 
responds: " We are tired of 
the Chamber's arrogant at-

Continued on back page 
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Leon Trotsky commemoration meeting 

Tuesday 20 August, 7. 30pm 

I Hear: Ted Grant I 
At: Conway Hall, 

Red Lion Square, 
London WC1 

Nearest Tube: Holborn) 

Admission: 50p 

{ 
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11 Life is beautiful, 
let the future 
generations cleanse 
it of all evil, ·~ 

\ oppression, and 
. · \ violence and enjoy it 
,, \ to the full." 
/"'.,... ,J Leon Trotsky 

( '-../ · February 1 940 

LEON TROTSKY, eo-leader with Lenin of the Russian revolution 
fought a tremendous battle against the Stalinist degeneration 
of the world's first workers' state. This meeting honours the 
memory of a great Marxist and reaff irms the socialist ideals 
for today's struggles. 
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Buthelezi responsible for Durban killings 
THE TERRIBLE violence which broke out 
between Africans and Indians in Durban 
from 8 August resulted from the racial divi
sions imposed by apartheid and enshrined in 
the new constitution. 

Indians are given certain business and 
political privileges denied to the Africans, to 
act as a "buffer" between white and black. 
In this case the tide of nationwide resistance 
burst out against this "buffer". 

Attacks on Indian people, and particularly 
on the Phoenix Settlement mark an un
doubted setback to the struggle to crush 
apartheid and capitalism. However, what 
was initially involved here was an explosion 
of class anger, diverted and hijacked along 
chauvinist lines by the mafia-like Zulu tribal 
Inkatha movement of Chief Buthelezi. 

The trigger to the violence was the murder 
of Victoria Mxenge, a lawyer defending 

leaders of the United Democratic Front on 
trial for treason, at the hands of a Latin 
American-style death squad. 

The original outburst was directed-as in 
other tQwnships-against government 
buildings, and the shops and homes of 
suspected "l:nllaborators" , African and In
dian alike. 

But lumpen fnkatha gangs attacked the 
UDF-organised memorial service for 
Mxenge, and may well have been the pro
vocateurs to fan the reactionary fires of inter
ethnic tension. This in turn , has evoked an 
echo among Indians for the reactionary anti
African rantings of the middle-class elite. 

It is ironic that Buthelezi is billed interna
tionally by the capitalist media as the black 
mass leader who supports "non-violent" 
change . In reality Buthelezi rules over Natal 
Africans through the apartheid machinery of 

the Kwazulu Bantustan and by the murder 
and violence of lumpen Inkatha gangs. 

On many occasions these have been used 
against African youth who oppose his 
defence of capitalism and compromises with 
the regime. He has recently issued similar 
threats to the UDF, which has a lot of In
dian support in Natal. Periodically in the 
past , moreover, he has launched demagogic 
attacks on Indian radicals and threatened a 
bloodbath for the Indian people. 

The regime has used this "peace" created 
by Buthelezi to inflame matters by, for ex
ample, removing Africans from some areas 
to make room for Coloureds and Indians. 
Durban is now a massive urban sprawl of 
squatter camps of young unemployed and 
these desperate social conditions are a tinder
box to the demagogues. 

At the same time, the union movement in 

Natal has been the instrument for building 
class unity between African and Indian 
workers. Over the recent period, Natal , like 
other parts of the country, has experienced 
a number of protracted strikes. At present 
there is the BTR dispute in Howick (see past 
issues of Militant), which mobilised a suc
cessful general strike in Maritzburg on 18 
July. 

The unions now have an awesome respon
sibility for dowsing the flames of hatred, for 
organising trade union defence units to pro
tect the homes and lives of workers and small 
traders, and for providing the bedrock for 
combatting the pernicious influence of 
Buthelezi around a class programme for 
democracy and socialism. 

Notts breakaway 
leaders run scQ_re~~~[~ 
IT IS clear from a letter Many were ex-stnk~rs, but . \O~ Ot 1'\_I~~~,O"~~,E~) . " 

· Keep- Notts 
National Campaign 

sent out by Roy Lynk, soi?e worked dunng the l{~119~~l, -. :~~'"·' ·~-- ~: ·~:.:·.:::,~~' "' ~'' .· ''· ',' t lU 
leader of the breakaway stnke. . · · ·_· .. . . _._, . ·"·'· ~ i .;,; M~NSf iELo . ~om NG .~ 
Notts union (see op- As Ray Chadburn put It: · ~· ~~cRs· omclS slRR~H .c. v.-
posite), that Notts of- "We are all ~orking now. ou' " t ' RL''• 
ficials are doing everyting The quest1o~ 1s whether we 
they can to sabotage the have one umon, whet he~ we 
'K N tt N t' I' stay that way and fight 

eep . o s a IOna closures, redundancies and 
campa1gn. privatisation" . These are the 

The letter shows stunning issues facing Notts miners. 
evidence that Lynk and his For a number of years the 
supporters have no interest board have planned to close 
in upholding democratic many South Notts pits . 
practices, but only in defen- Pyehill and Moorgrieve have 
ding their own careers. just closed this year. Pits like 
Members cannot discuss the Blidworth and Sutton in the 
NUM's arguments because North are also under threat. 
the Notts officials are scared The strategy is to leave a few 
of a debate which they will 'super-pits' which will get the 
not win. investment and higher 

Roy Lynk declined to wages . 
share a platform with Ray MacGregor has recently 
Chadburn and Arthur talked of miners earning 
Scargill at the meeting £27,500 a year, but he and 
organised by Notts Women Thatcher are ardent sup-
Against Pit Closures in the porters of privatisation and 
mining town of Sutton . anti-union . That is the long-
Most we! fares will not allow term plan-sell off the pro-
such meetings. Any branch fitable pits and destroy the 
official or committee man union. Then what price 
who campaigns for the na- wages and conditions? 
tional union is liable to find This is the road Lynk and 
himself suspended from of- Prendergast apparently want 
fice . Two former officials to go down. It is reponed 
from Creswell have been that they have had secret 
suspended for two years for talks with !an MacGregor , 
just that. James Cowan and Michael 

Despite these dictatorial Eaton from the NCB and 
measures the campaign for a government minister James 
united national union is Hunt. 
continuing- through discus- A ballot is planned for 
sions on the ground , leaflets, September. One option for 
the Notts Collier and open the champions of a 
meetings . Over 200 attended breakaway is to change the 
a meeting at Bolsover , 100 at Notts area rules, but they are 
Cotgrave and 400 at Sutton. doubtful whether they will 

get the necessary two-thirds 
majority. 

Despite the harrassment 
and threats of victimisation , 
NUM men are putting the 
truth across to the men at the 
pits. Slowly the message is 
getting through. Any miners 
in other coalfields who think 
there is unanimous support 
for a breakaway in Notts 
and are thinking of going 
along with it , should think 
again. 

Rank and file trade 
unionists and Labour Party 
members must show they 

Women against pit closures 
THE . FIRST conference 
on Saturday 17 August of 
the National Organisation 
of Women Against Pit 
Closures and the miners' 
wives support groups is a 
welcome if overdue event. 

It is a testimony to the 
determination of the miners ' 
wives to defend their 
communities . 

About I ,500 delegates will 
be present with 500 visitors . 
The women ' s support 
groups were an inspiration to 
women and men up and 
down the country. Women 
in the mining communities 
showed they were capable as 
any other section of the 
movement of getting 
organised and fighting for 

their future. It was their 
organisation that sustained 
the year-long strike . 

Other workers and their 
families when they move in
to action against the Tories 
have much to learn from the 
miners' wives, such as in col
lecting money, organising 
food distribution and 
building support. For exam
ple, in the struggle by Liver
pool City Council against the 
Tories, a Councillors' 
Families Support Group has 
been set up . It would be a 
great opportunity for the 
Liverpool group if they were 
invited to address the 
miners' wives' conference, 
with delegates returning and 
inviting speakers to their 

areas-not only to support 
the case for Liverpool coun
cil, but for the council sup
port group to learn how the 
miners' wives organised in 
their year-long strike. 

The conference will be ad
dressed by leaders of the Na
tional Union o f 
Mineworkers, and there will 
be reports from all the areas. 
However, given the con
ference is only for one day, 
time will be limited. There 
will be little time for speakers 
from the floor with in-depth 
discussions on the lessons of 
the strike or on such issues 
as how best to return the 
support given to the miners 
by the South African NUM, 
who are about to enter into 

won't have anything to do 
with a breakaway. Already 
the Notts Trades Council 
and several local Labour 
Parties have said they won't 
recognise any breakaway 
union . 

A victory for the NUM 
would be a victory for the in
dustry, the miners and their 
families and trade unionism. 
It would be a devastating 
blow to the NCB and the 
Tories. 

By Chris Ridge 

a bitter struggle with the 
brutal apartheid regime. Nor 
is there time for deciding 
what form and constitution 
the conference should take in 
the future . 

Even so the Saturday con
ference will infuriate the 
Tories. Far from being cow
ed and subjugated, the size 
of the conference alone 
shows that the mining 
communities-both the 
miners and their wives and 
families-are determined 
they will defend their future . 

By Shelia Hudson 
(Barnsley LPYSI 

Ray Chadburn, speaking at 'Keep Notts National' meeting iri 
Cotgrave . 

THE COAL Board are 
doing everything 
possible to encourage 
a breakaway union in 
the Nottingham Area 
and prevent the Na
tional Union of 
Nineworkers (NUM) 
from keeping its posi
tion in the area. 
Paul Kilakowski, Sutton 
NUM explains how they 
have attempted to pre
vent the National Union 
distributing literature 
and campaigning in 
Notts: 

I went to the pit for the 
afternoon shift with two 

women from the Ashfield 
Women's Support Group. 
The security man im
mediately cleared us off 
the premises and took all 
the copies of the Notts Col
lier (paper of those suppor
ting the National Union). 
When I asked him what he 
was doing he said it was 
'management's orders'. 

So I went across to the 

manager's office, but he 
probably saw me coming, 
because the 'wait' sign 
came on when I got to the 
door. Then I collared the 
branch president and 
secretary who said that if 
it was left to him I could 
give them out, but it was 
NCB policy to have no 
literature on the premises. 

I asked what was hap
pening about the Notts 
Miner (paper of the 
breakaway union) and 
literature from the area ex
ecutive, to which he just 
shrugged his shoulders. I 
asked him again if he was 
going to do anything about 
it, but he just answered 
that it was Coal Board 
policy. So I said: 'If that's 
your type of democracy, 
you can keep it'. 

I have heard that at Oiler
ton and Harworth men 
have been threatened with 
the sack for being seen 
distributing the Notts Col
lier, because it is not,an 
'official union paper.' 

Kent festival 
FOR THE second year running the 'Mines not Missiles' 
festival is to be staged in Aylesham, Kent. Last year £6,000 
was raised for the Kent NUM hardship fund and the event 
attracted thousands of visitors. 

This year it has been extended to three days and will 
feature the themes of peace and solidarity, with speakers 
from the peace and labour movements. There will also be 
music, theatre, exhibitions and a fair. 

The festival will take place at the Snowdown Welfare Oub 
grounds from 24-26 August. Enquiries to Roger Gates. 
Phone: Canterbury 459676. 



No cuts in 
Liverpool 
FIVE HUNDRED 
shop stewards heard 
Liverpool Council 
leaders confirm that 
under no circumstances 
would they implement 
cuts in jobs or services. 

At this stage th e respon
sibi lity of the council is to 
use the existing finances and 
to mount a political cam
paign to mobilise support 
amongst other workers . 
There is no intention to in
troduce any hidden cuts and 
business is being conducted 
as usual. 

Despite some press reports 
the banks are continuing to 
finance the borrowing of 
Liverpool City Council. The 
refusal of the public works 
loan board to renew loans 
does not radically effect the 
city 's position at thi s stage . 
All vacancies are being fill
ed. Services are being pro
vided in line wi th past 
policies although changes 
have been made to the nor
mal financial procedure. 

The councillors are 
authorising all orders which 
are being placed and review
ed on a monthly basis, but 
the monthly spending is at 
the level of £255 million on 
an annual basis. Spending at 
this level will mean that the 
council will probably run out 
of money around 
November. 

The change has obviously 
led to some problems
rumours of cuts are rife , 
partly fuelled by officers, 
anti-Labour elements and 
the press . The council spen
ding has to take account of 
maximising the payments of 
wages and the continuation 
for as long as possible of 
council services to protect 
the elderly, handicapped and 
young children . 

With the agreement of the 
unions it h;s been agreed 
that emergency and essential 
services will be 
maintained-i f necessary on 
a voluntarv bas is in the event 
of money .running out. The 
council has created an 
emergency committee 

Support for council 
THE LA TEST round 
of public meetings to 
explain Liverpool City 
Council's case were a 
great success, par
ticularly in Broadgreen. 

Two well-attended 
meetings in Kensi ngton and 
Old Swan demonstrated the 
support of local people for 
the council's fight for more 
reso urces for Li ve rpool. 
Questions from the audience 
showed no di sagreements 
with the policies of the coun
cil , but instead concentrated 
on what tactics Li verpool 
would need to adopt in order 
to ensure victory owr the 
Tories. 

At the meeting in Old 
Swan , att ended by nearly 
150 people, Tern· Fields 

recei ve d warm applause 
when he said this year's cam
paign against the govern
ment was onl y ,1ne battle in 
the class war and that 
socialism presentei the only 
possible solut ion to the pro
blems of Li verpool. 

Kath y Lloyd, wife of Cllr 
Peter Lloyd, explaineo why 
the partners of the city cc,un
cillors had formed a Fam;ly 
Support Group. Thi s group 
would play the same vital 
role in the struggle in Li ver
pool as the miners' wives 
groups had done during the 
pit strike. 

But the warinest applause 
of the events was reserved 
fo r an elderly woman who 
spoke from the audience. 
She admitted that she \\·as 
nervous of speaking and 

together with the executive 
of the joint shop stewards 
committee to regularl y 
review the situation . All 
steps are being taken in con
junction with the unions. 

Some suggestions have 
already arisen that the coun
cil could capitalise and use 
the funds for day to day 
spending. This could only be 
done if the capital pro
gramme was cut. 

The Labour council has 
honoured an electoral com
mittment by building houses 
and creating 10,000 jobs in 
the private sector. At a time 
when the council is asking 
for united support from 
workers in the private sector 
it would be suicidal to adopt 
a course which would 
threaten this programme. 
That is why Li verpool City 
Council has totally ruled it 
out. The only solution is for 
the Tories to provide £30 
million and withdraw 
penalties. 

By Dave Cotterill 

thought she would probabl y 
be strung up because she was 
owning up to having a been 
a life-long Tory voter. 

However, she was so ap
palled at what she could see 
happening to Li verpool 
under the Tories that now 
she strongly supported the 
city council and wished them 
the best of luck in th eir 
campaign. 

All over the City the same 
story is being repeated
packed public meetings, giY
ing full support to the cit y 
council and even con\·ens 
amon2st the Tories and 
Liber;ls, who are heartened 
by the vospect of Li\ er pool 
fighting t:;'l.ck. 

By Fiona Winders 

National conference called 
A CONFERENCE organised by the 
Merseyside trade union and labour 
movement campaign committee has 
been called to discuss the threats to local 
authorities and work out a strategy to 
beat Tories' plans to reduce spending on 
local jobs and services . 

trade union and labour movement 
organisations from aU parts of the coun
try concerned with defending local 
authorities. 

The conference, which is to be held 
at Central Hall, Liverpool, on Saturday 
21 September, aims to bring together 

Make sure your organisation is 
represented-get your trade union 
branch, shop steward's committee, 
Labour Party branch or LPYS branch 
send delegates. 

Southwark youth festival 
THOUSANDS OF young 
people ar e expected at 
Southwark council 's first 
youth information festival at 
Southwark Park. 

The Labour council has 
organised the festiva l with 
the help of the Youth Trade 
Union Rights Campaign . 
The festi val, on Saturday 1 
September, will feature 
bands, entertainers and stalls 
from Southwark council and 
other organi satations fund
ed by the council giving in
formation on recruitment 
and training . Youth 
organisations, trade unions 

and tenants and voluntary 
organisations wi ll also be 
there. 

Southwark Council depu
ty leader John Bryan told 
Militant : " I hope all local 
working class youth turn up 
to this event. 

' ' The council is the largest 
employer of young people 
and the largest training body 
in the borough. We do pro
per apprenticeships and send 
young employees to college. 
The government is doing 
nothing . Youth have more 
chance of a sniff of glue than 
a sniff of a job around here . 

" It ' s import ant that youth 
come along and see w·hat is 
a \·ailable to meet organisa
tio ns like YTURC who are 
fighting for youth and get 
stuck in. " 

Artists appearing at the 
festival include the Faith 
brothers, Mikey General, 
Big Sound Authority, Gary 
Crowley and the Rage . 

Southwark Youth 
Festival, Southwark Park, 1 
September 2pm-5pm. For 
more imformation contact 
703 1718 or 1747. 
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THE BROADCASTING services of Britain were 
crippled in an unprecedented fashion by the the 
protest strike last Wednesday . 

date, after alterations. 
Government censorship is not something 

new at the BBC. In 1926 the general secretary 
was the future Lord Reith who wrote parts of 
Stanley Baldwin 's speeches to the nation. 

The NUJ action over the banning of the BBC 
documentary RBBI Lives won more support than 
any other previous calls for industrial action. lt 
rocked management and the governors at the 
BBC. Staff in ITV and in other media-related 
unions took unofficial action in support. 

These were broadcast by the BBC during the 
general strike, while the Labour leadership were 
refused any opportunity at all. Since 1959 
some 48 BBC and ITV programmes on Ireland 
have been banned or otherwise doctored. Amidst the action and the subsequent 

criticism of the Tory government, the Director 
General of tne BBC announced that the offen
ding programme w ould be shown at a later 

By a media worker 

Drugs epidemic-councils act 
CROXTETH'S drug 
abuse epidemic is in the 
news, but it is not the 
only area of Liverpool 
affected. Local people, 
community groups, the 
city and county coun
cils are all taking 
action. 

A federation of communi
ty groups in Croxteth met 
last week and agreed on a 
statement which included 
complimenting the city coun
cil and county council on the 
initiatives that they have 
taken in the area. 

The statement also called 
on the government to supp
lv funds to the city and coun
t~ council to continue and 
e~xpand the work and the ser
vices in the area , for exam
ple , to extend the housing 
programme. 

The city council is due to 
open a sports complex in 
Croxteth in September. In
creased funds have been 
given fo r the housing pro-

Mirror's lies answered 
gramme, which involves the 
renovat ion of houses and 
new building. The council 
have set up a community 
school. 

The ci ty council have pro
vided the cash and the coun
ty council provided the 
building and seconded a 
social worker to assist a drug 
users' help group called 
'Shadows'. The council have 
also emplo yed a Drugs 
Liaison Officer and plan to 
ensure that support is pro
vided for the drug parents' 
support group. 

The t\VO councils have 
funded joint project s like 
'Theatri x' which goes 
around to youth clubs and , 
schools and , in a play form 
provokes a discussion on the 
question of drugs. 

Part o f the city council's 
education programme will be 

to have one teacher in every 
community and other secon
darv schoo ls who has been 
trai~ed on the quest ion of 
drug abuse. These teachers 
will have the power to refer 
pupils to other agencies 
where necessary. Within the 
schools curriculum, training 
is going to be provided for 
the school students on the 
question of drug abuse . The 
council is hoping to extend 
these intitiatives to the Fur
ther Education sector. 

Youth workers are to be 
trained on dealing with the 
drugs question and there is a 
drugs unit in the Liverpool 
Unem ployed Centre which 
provides information, train
ing and research funded by 
the count y council. 

By Anne Beales 

How the young get hooked 
MARGARET from 
Croxteth has a son of 17 
who has been an addict 
for between 12 and 24 
months. 

He worked once for seven 
mor,ths . 

The first three months of 
the job he stayed in every 
evening and was fine. Then 
he st a;ted to go out and 
became hooked again, and 
le ft hi s job. At the moment 
he is off ;smack ' but that is 
because for months he has 
not set foot outside his front 
door. 

Margaret savs: " There is 
no way~ a 17 year old can live 
li ke·. this' ' . She understands 
that as soon as he goes out 
of the house again he will in
ev itably go back on to the 

• drugs . Margaret explained: 
"The commonest thing that 
the young say is that coming 
off 'smack' isn't their pro
!Jlem: it is staying off. What 
else is there for us to do?" 

Margaret says: "I reckon 
that there are two to three 
users in every street in the 
area now". She pointed out 
that users are not really 
welcome in youth clubs, and 
most , if not all of them are 

unemployed and therefore 
they hang around all day in 
each other ' s company and 
that is wh y they carry on 
using. 

Margarer al so says that 
you can see where the 
pushers li ve on the estate. 
Their hou ses look lik e 
palaces. A friend of 
Margaret's knows two 
housewi ves who clubbed 
together to· set up as pushers. 

A common method used 
on the estates now is to pay 
the user with the drug and 

. then get them to sell the 
.drugs on the street so the 

pushers are at no ri sk. And 
when dealing takes place 
from a house the police can
not alwa ys bust them . First 
of all , money has to be 
changing hands, drugs have 
to be in there and people 
have to be in there . The 
places where the drugs are 
bought from are like for 
tresses. The 'gear ' is sold in 
and out through the letter 
bo x ar certain times during 
thf day and if they should be 
busted, then by the time the 
police get in the 'gear' is all 
gone down the loo . 

~ .. ~a;~ 
Militant Third 
National Rally 

21st Birthday celebration 
Sunday 3 November, 1985 

Royal Albert Hall 
Speakers include: Jack Collins (Kent NUM) 
Peter Taaffe Ted Grant Harry De Boer 

All tickets £3 (Cheques to "Militant Rally") 
'(Cr~che available, but places must be booked) 



T rotsky' s ideas 
live on 
LEON TROTSKY'S assassination forty-five years ago 
this week was a vain attempt to suppress the political ideas 
he represented, the tradition of genuine Marxism. 

The penetrators of his murder, the Russian Stalinist 
bureaucracy, which usurped power after Lenin's death , 
are no less determined today to stamp out those ideas to 
defend their positions and privileges. The Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, except for its name, has long 
since abandoned any living connection with the Russian 
Revolution, and is today, as at the time of Trotsky's 
death, merely an appendage of that monstrous parasitic 
caste . 

Lenin laid down four basic conditions for the 
maintenance of workers' democracy after the rev\liiUJion : 
that all officials be elected and subject to recall; that of
ficials receive the average wage of skilled workers; that 
official functions should be regularly rotated to prevent 
a bureacracy taking root; and that there should be no 
standing army but the armed people. Today, almost 
seventy years after the revolution, not one of Lenin's con
ditions applies in Russia. 

Trotsky's 'crime' as far as the bureaucracy was con
cerned was to correctly analyse the reactionary role it 
played, and then to raise the banner of political revolu-
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tion, to restore the genuine workers ' democracy and in
ternationalism upon which the October Revolution were 
based. 

Even the economic development of the USSR in the 
recent period has emphasised the debilitating role of the 
bureaucracy. In the past period the economy moved 
ahead, despite the waste and mismanagement of the 
bureaucracy, at a greater rate than the capitalist 
economies. Now even that is no longer true. 

Economic development is grinding to a halt so that in 
the past ten years even the USA has increased produc
tion at a greater rate than the USSR. The bureaucracy, 
has changed from being a relative fetter on society to an 
absolute fetter. 

The Stalinist bureaucracy is organically incapable of 
playing any progressive role, either domestically or in
ternationally. Its foreign policy is determined by its nar
row, nationalist self-interest with no perspective of the 
extension of socialist ideas around the world. 

The advice currently being given by Moscow to the San
dinista government in Nicaragua is not to continue the 
revolution through to its logical conclusion- the ex
propiation of capitalism and the formation of a planned 
economy-but the preservation of Nicaraguan capitalism. 
This is in order not to upset relations with America. 

Where there have been revolutionary movements in the 
past fifty years , even in the ex-colonial world , they have 
taken place against the wishes of the local Moscow
orientated 'Communist' Party. Thus in Cuba, before the 
revolution, the CP actually supported the rotten Batista 
regime. Today in the Phillipines the Moscow-line CP sup-

port the corrupt President Marcos. 
Even where the Communist Parties have moved away 

from the direct influence of Moscow, they have done so 
with the most shameful dishonesty, without analysis, 
criticism or understanding of the bloody past of Stalinism. 
No less than the traditional Stalinists, the modern 
'Eurocommunists' have abandoned any serious struggle 
for·socialist ideas , taking up pseudo-liberal ideas out of 
embarrassment for words like 'class' and 'socialism'. 

The present day leadership of the Communist Party 
in Brit-ain, for example, would be comfortably at home 
on the right-wing of the Labour Party, sharing the same 
loathing for genuine Marxism and open debate of ideas . 
Eurocommunism is no more than Fabianism dressed up 
in the stolen clothes of the October Revolution. 

But what both shades of Stalinism still share is a com
mon hatred of genuine Marxism and a determination to 
stifle discussion of any views opposed to their own. In 
the Labour Party and trade unions today Marxists have 
to fight against Stalinist methods of witch-hunts and sup
pression of ideas. 

But ideas that correspond to the objecti\·e needs of the 
working class cannot be suppressed . Trot sky was killed 
45 years ago. but his ideas are stronger now and more 
relevant than at any time in the past. 

The best possible tribute Marxists can pay to the enor
mous contribution made by Trotsky to the storehouse of 
socialist theory \\·ould be to show the same determina
tion and courage as he showed in the fight for the pro
pagation of socialist ideas and the struggle for a new 
society. 

Fair hearing blocked 
for expelled member 

Supporters Campaign, set up 
to oppose the attempts to ex
pel Militant supporters in 
Attercliffe Labour Part y. 
Sheffield , is nO\\ in full 
swing. 

THE DOUBLE stan
dards of Labour's right 
wing were revealed at the 
last meeting of the 
Newcastle- under- Lyme 
party's general manage
ment committee. 

It was decided, by 31 
votes to 13 , that party bran
ches in the constituency 
should not invite Dugald 
McKinnon to their \~ard 
meetings to allow him to pre
sent his case against expul
sion from the party. 

The general committee 
also discussed the outcome 
of his appeal against expul
sion last month . On legal ad
vice McKinnon refused to 
take part in the procedure, 
but presented the represen
tative of the National Ex
ecutive Committee with a let
ter pointing out that 
Newcastle's decision was in
valid because of constitu
tional irregularities and in-

PENARTH LABOUR Par
ty Women's Section has 
unanimously decided to sub
mit two resolutions to the 
Cardiff South and Penarth 
General Management Com
mittee supporting Militant 
supporter Chris Peace, bar
red from taking his seat on 
the Regional Executive 
Committee. 

One of the resolutions 
deplores the debarring of 
Peace and the other ex
presses support for unity in 
the party and concern at the 
threat to Militant supporters 
in the constituency. 

The Vale of Glamorgan 
Constituency Labour Party 
has also unanimously back
ed a resolution opposing the 
debarring of Peace from the 
regional executive at their 
general management com
mittee meeting on 31 July. 

viting the part y to reconsider 
the case. 

Llin Golding, president of 
the Newcastle Labour Panv, 
said that as far as thev were 
concerned there was no ap
peal , that the case was clos
ed and that she was unaware 
of an y irregularities in the 
part y's conduct. 

Not advised 
The decision to bar 

McKinnon from presenting 
his case to rank and file 
Labour Party members has 
prevented him from pointing 
out that no written allega
tions were made prior to the 
constituency party's decision 
not to accept his transfer 
from Ayr Labour Party . 
This is contrary to advice 
from David Hughes, the par
ty's National Agent . The on
ly written allegation that he 
was a 'member of the Mili
tant tendency' was made five 

weeks after the expulsion. 
Complaints that it was not 

made clear wh'at inconsisten
cies there were in the consti
tuency party's conduct , com
bined with mo\·es to stop 
him from explaining to or
dinary party members about 
these inconsistencies, are 
typical of the right wing's 
disregard for free speech and 
democracy. 

Already one in\·itation to 
speak from the Audley and 
District Ward has had to be 
withdrawn. Dugald \1cKin
non is adament thai th is will 
not be the end of the matter: 
" Far from it! I will take legal 
action to secure the justice I 
have been denied in the 
Labour Party . Bureaucratic 
attempts to stifle debate on
ly make me more determin
ed to regain entry to the 
Labour Party to fight for the 
ideas of Marxism ." 

By a Militant reporter 

Selling Militant at last years' Labour Party conference. Right
wing Labour Partys have bent the rules made by conference 

endeavouring to ban all sales of Militant. 

Party branch investigation foiled 
THE EXECUTIVE 
Committee of the Isle of 
Wigbt Constituency 
Labour Party has been 
defeated in a move to in
vestigate the Sandown, 
Sbanklin and District 
branch. 

This was evidently an at
tempt to stiffen disciplinary 
action being proposed 
against three Militant 
supporters. 

The decision to investigate 
the branch was taken on the 
grounds that members were 
not properly informed of 
meetings and that thereby 
the branch was being run 
unconstitutionally. 

To head-off what was seen 
as a blatant manoeuvre by 
the executive, the branch 
secretary circulated a letter 
describing the EC's actions 
and calling the members to 

a special meeting to discuss 
the work of the officers and 
the future of the branch. 

The meeting gave the of
ficers a unanimous vote of 
confidence and passed a 
resolution based upon a let
ter of protest that a party 
member had written to the 
constituency party secretary. 
During the discussion it 
became clear that these tac
tics , designed to clamp down 
on opposition , had backfired 
and steeled many of the 
branch members for a 
political fight. 

As a result of this meeting 
together with letters, phone 
calls and visits to the party 
secretary from angry branch 
members, the decision to in
vestigate the branch was 
dropped at the next meeting 
of the General Management 
Committee. 

If a majority of the Ex-

ecutive Committee have 
turned their backs on 
fighting for socialism, the 
Sandown, Shanklin and 
District Branch has not and 
we shall struggle to the last 
to bring the constituency 
party back on to its original 
course. 

By Vie Dale 
(Secretary SSDLP, 
persona l capacity) 

• ROBERT JONES , 
the secretary of the Isle of 
Wight Labour Party, where 
three Militant supporters are 
facing disciplinary charges , 
has written to Faversham 
Labour Party congratulating 
the party's moves to expel 
Militant supporters . 

"As one who is under the 
most vicious and contempti-

ble personal attack from the 
Militant Tendency for daring 
to suggest that they have no 
right to infest the Labour 
Party, l note with pleasure 
your part y's decision to act 
against this infiltrationist , 
Stalinist group. I hope you 
will stick to your guns and 
ignore the wicked abuse 
which, from experience , I 
know will be levelled at your 
CLP." 

Party members who do 
not share Mr Jones' 
'pleasure' _and wish to 
deplore the ' vicious and 
comtemptible ' attack on 
three party members in each 
constituency should write to 
the Secretary, Faversham 
CLP , 117 Short lands Road, 
Sittingbourne, Kent and the 
Secretary, Isle of Wight 
Labour Party; The Labour 
Hall , 6 Star Street, Ryde, 
Isle of Wight, P033 2HX. 

Resolutions and letters of 
protest are coming in from 
Labour Panies and trade 
unions from inside and out
side Sheffield. 

Three NUM branches, 
'Houghton Main , Darfield 
Main and Treeton have pass
ed resolutions which will go 
to Attercliffe constituency 
Labour Party and to the 
Yorkshire Area Council of 
the NUM. TASS di visional 
council have not onl y pass
ed a resolution but are 
demanding a re-run of the 
selection conference for At
terclife's MP , Pat Duffy, as 
the y had recei ved no 
notification of the 
conference . 

On the doorstep the over
whelming response has been 
for unity against the Tories 
and opposition to the expul
sions. In the Woodhouse 
area 86 papers were sold and 
many promised to come to 
the campaign meeting. 

At the fir st campaign 
meeting last week in 
Mossborough there were 
several pledges to help in the 
activities. £17 was raised for 
campaign funds . 

The right wing were 
answered earlier in the week 
by Mossborough ward 
branch who refused to 
recognise the expulsions and 
will continue to allow their 
four expelled members to 
participate in meetings. The 
right are under increasing 
pressure to drop the expul
sions and it would be in the 
interests of all if they stop
ped now. Nevertheless the 
campaign will continue as 
long as it is necessary and 
will rebui ld the Attercliffe 
party from this battle. 
Resolutions and letters of 
protest should go to Rob 
Murray, Secretary, At
tercliffe CLP, I02 Hand
sworth Road, Sheffield 9. 

By Alan Anderton 



NUM back Chris Peace 
IN WALES there is moun
ting anger at the exclusion of 
a member of the labour 
Part y Wale s E xecutive 
Committee . 

The South Wales Nat ional 
Union of Mineworkers ex
ecuti ve coun cil ha ve 
" unanimously declared their 
full support on behalf of the 
South Wales miners behind 
Chris Peace" and " will do 
everything possible to see 
that tho se within the 
establi shm ent who are doing 
a di sserYi ce to the labour 
Part v will be made accoun
tab l ~ for thei r actions a nd 
scurri ll ous sta tement s." 

George \\'right, regional 
secretary of the T ransport 
and G e ne ral Worker s 
Union , spearheaded the 

Benefits 
changes 
found 
illegal 
0!\ 1 August High Co urt 
Judge Mann foun d :\'o rman 
Fowler ' s new board and 
lodgings rule to be illegal. 

However, altho ugh the 
rules broke the law we can
not expect to see Fowler 
behind bars or debarred 
from office. o r surcharged. 

This is despite the fact that 
these regulations were d_irect
Jy inv·olHd in the death s of 
~ numbe r o f young people 
who co mmitted suicide 
rather th an be l' ' icted f rom 
their homes. 

The rules were found to be 
unlawful on two grounds: a) 
t hat a minister doesn ' t han· 
the power to say that dif
ferent areas of the country 
should receive different rates 
of benefit: b) that the 
minister doesn't have the 
power to say that benefits 
should have time limits fo r· 
different people in the dif
ferent areas. The DHSS 
undertook not to put the >e 
two parts into practice. so no 
formal declaration was inade 
bY the court. 
·The court has held th ings 

in abeYance until an appeal 
can b~ put together by the 
DHSS. This means that peo
ple who have already had 
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move to expel Militant sup
porter Chris Peace from the 
committee, to which he was 
elected top of the poll in the 
South Wales co nstituency 
section . 

David Hu g hes, the 
Labour P art y National 
Agent , has ruled that the ac
t ion taken a2:a inst Chris 
Peace wa uncO"nstitut ional. 
There is 2:rowin2: resentment 
at the w;y in 11~ich Wright 
blatantly disregards both the 
labour Part y constitution 
and the poli cy of hi s own 
union whi ch is opposed to 
witch-hunts, bans and pre
scrip tions in the Labour 
Partv. 

Chris Peace ' s own consti
tuency, Cardiff North, have 
sent an amendment to this 

year's Labour Party con
fereftce "opposing expul
sions by the back door, such 
as the exclusion of duly 
nomi na t ed and electe d 
delegates on bodies of the 
l abour Party" . 

McCarthyite 
In particular, they are 

furious at the secret, McCar
th yite wi tch-hunting report 
that W right has produced 
demandin2: that the labour 
Party National ExecutiYe 
Commi t tee expe l Chri s 
Peace from the labour P ar
ty, because hi s constituency 
party will not do so. 

The South Wales NUM 
have readily agr~ed to spon
sor the Wales Unity Con-

ference which takes place on 
5 October. The conference 
has also been sponsored by 
the Campaign Group of 
labour MPs as weil as many 
local l abour Party and trade 
union sponsors. Already ap
plication s for delegate s 
credentials are flooding in . 

If the labour Party is to 
win the next election, there 
is need for maximum unit y. 
Witch-hunts destroy unit y 
and the conference will a 
great opportunit y to call for 
an end to witch-hunts . let ' s 
uni te as a campaigning 
labour Party around 
socia li st policies and get on 
with the real job of kicking 
out the T ories. 

1 wo unemployed youths living in a derelict house in Barnsley-the rent is £20 a week. Unemploy
ment and Tory regulations are driving hundreds of young people into a desperate situation . 

their benefits cut to £22.45 benefit increased when they are now looking for ways 
or less before 1 August and make "representations' ' to either to owrturn the court 
have either been evicted or the DHSS, according to the decision or to change the law 
havc had to pay all their circulars issued to all local more permanently. 
benefits ov·er to the landlords offices of the DHSS. 
to keep their accommoda- This court case. taken b~· 
tion. will not receive any a young worker in By Dave Murray 
arrears. Birkenhead has upset the 

They wil! only get their Tories. But undaunted. they 

Media machine buries A-bomb challenges 
THE TOR Y media 
machine carried out its 
surreptitious propaganda 
role last week with its 
selective reporting of the 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
anni versaries. 

Th e media fa it h f u llY 
defended the excuses gi,·en 
b y P res ident T rum an and 
US imperiali sm 40 years ago 
in ju ti fv ing the dropping of 
the atom bombs. Full-page 
articles in papers li ke the 
Daily Telegraph or the Dai
ly Mail , and programmes 
like the appalling US televi
sion film Enola Gay peddl
ed the myth that the bomb 
was neces sar y because 
anything up to a ' million' 
Ameri can and ' four million ' 
Japanese li ves would have 
been lost in a US invasiOil of 
Japan. Th erefore t he 
200,000 killed by the atom 
bombs was justified . 

But savi ng life and limb 
was not the m ai n concern of 
US imperia li sm when they 
calculated using the bomb. 
They wanted a speedy con
clusion to the war now that 

the So ,·ie t Uni on. ha,ing 
cr u<hcd \Jaz: Germam·. wa~ 

poi , ed to ' " ·ee p do11 n 
thrOLH2 h Ch ina to Japan. 
T he atom bo mbs ,,·ere to be 
a demon st rat io n of US 
strength to Russia , warning 
it to keep o ut of th e US 
sphere of influence . 

Hard news sto ries that last 
week chal lenged the Truman 
a dministration' s excu ~e s for 
usin2: the bomb were met bv 
a co~ s piracy of silence fro~ 
th e British press. 

There were no reports of 
the furore in the USA where 
General Curt is lemay. who 
carr ied out the bombing 
orders in 1945, has said 
Japan could ha ve been 
beaten without the bomb. 
H e told the Omaha World 
Herald: " The war could 
have been won wit hout a n 
invas ion and without the 
atomic bomb. We felt that 
our incendiary bombings 
had been so successful that 
Japan would collapse before 
we invaded ." He added: 
"We went ahead and drop
ped the bomb because Presi-

Hiroshima after the atom bomb attack . 

dent Truman told me to do in the Nagasaki bombing 
it". was kept out of the press. 

Generallemay's remarks Pau l Be2:man was fo und 
backed up evidence, a lso hanging i~ his apartment last 
produced last week , by an week on 4 August , after 
Ind ian p h ysi cis t , Arjun reportedly being despondent 
Makhijani, and author John about the 40th anniversary 
Kel y. They have located of Nagasaki. 
document s in US govern- The press were taking no 
ment archives that show that chances. Any news story that 
the Truman administration's had the sli ghtest chance of 
real predi ction s of US provoking their readers into 
casualties in an invasion questioning the use of the 
were 55,000. bomb were quietly ignored. 

Even the death, believed 
to be suicide , of one of the By Bob Wade 
navigators who participated 
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Unity conferences 

Wales 
5 OCTOBER. 11am in the Tem
ple of. Peace, Cathays Road, 
Cardiff. Speakers will include 
Terry Fields MP, Derek Hatton, 
Deputy Leader of Liverpool City 
Council, Chris Peace and Tony 
Wedlake, LPYS representative 
on the Welsh executive. 

Delegates' credentials, £2 
from Chris Peace, 21 Manor 
Street, Heath, Cardiff. 

W. Midlands 
21 SEPTEMBER at the Dr 
Johnson House, Bull Street, Bir
mingham. Speakers include 
Dave NeUist MP, Derek Hatton, 
Liverpool City Council and fan 
Schofield. Senior Steward, 
Ro ver. Five delegates allowed 
per labour movement body; £2 
per delegate. Details from P 
Pritchard . 115 Ridegeway, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, Bl7 
(cheques to Wes t Midlands 
Labour Unity Campaign Fund) . 

T yneside tenants 
improve conditions 

TENANTS ON an estate 
in North Shield s have suf
fered for years. Bad hous~ 
ing conditions, loan 
sharks and high food 
costs was all part of life 
on the Meadow W ell 
estate, reputed to be the 
worst in North Tyneside. 

Now, ,,·ith a flouri shing 
tenants' association , a credit 
union has been set up and 
the idea of a food co-op is 
bein2: floated . 

Si;;-ce 1971 the council has 
been modernisin2: the estate. 
Thev reduced th; number o f 
fl ats and con vert ed manv in
to se lf-co ntain ed houses , 
hah·ing the pppulation to 
3.000 . 

'v\"e tal ked to :"\·largaret 
No lan m e mbe r o f th e 
tenam s' as ~oc iati o n: 

"ln 1976 a co mmun itY 
ri2: ht s centre ,,·as es tablished 
a~d wi th an influx of people 
into the tenant s' assoc iat ion 
t h ree ,·ear s ago . th ing-; 
<t aned going . 

' 'The first problem \\ e en
co un tered ,,·as th a t the ma
jor ity o f peo ple in \1 eadow 
\\ .ell ,,·ere in -;o me so rt of 
finan cial d ifficult,·. '\lost 
form s of credit a re barred to 
people on th e estate , most 
shops won' t even gi,·e HP to 
res ident s. So the e<;tate is a 
haven for finance companies 
and loa n shark s. 

··one woma n was charg
ed 00 for <heet < that '' ould 
norm ally co <t £ 1-+ . The debt 
' '· as passed to a finance com
pany on the basis that she 

borrow another £30 . So wi th 
added int erest the total \vas 
£96 , a ll for heets 1 

"So last year a credit 
union was set up. After sa,·
in2: for ten weeks , £50 can be 
b;rrowed plus the amount 
saved . of which interest is 
only I per cent , compared to 
the Provident who charge 42 
per cent o n every £100 loan . 

The union al so doubles as 
a li fe insurance . If you die 
vour loan is wiped out a nd 
~ext of kin recei ves double 
their sa,·in2:s . The aims of 
the un ion a~e to gi,·e us, the 
community , a means of con
trolling: o ur o,,.n finances, of 
in,·estin2: direct lv into the 
commu;it v and b.reaking the 
circle o f debt and high in 
terest charges. 

" The idea of a food co-op 
has a lso emer2:ed with th e 
ai m of bringing down prices 
o f basic foo ds. such as tea , 
su2:ar . flou r . bY buy ing in 
bulk and selli ng at COS! price. 

" W e also press ur ised the 
council into con' en ing ,,·aste 
ground into a pl ay area. We 
ha,·e been c; o success ful tha t 
we have de~ i2:n ed the layout 
o ur c; el Ye s e~en choos in g 
equipm ent a nd plan ts at a 
cost of £120 ,000. " 

Th is is an example of how 
a co mmunity can hel p it self . 
If wo rkers can o rgani se so 
well now, there is great 
potenti a l fo r th e future. 

By Dave Metcalfe and 
Clare Hannaby 

(Wallsend LPYS) 

'Dogs of war' -State 
link revealed 
A RECE NT Channel Four, 
documentary, tucked away 
on a Tuesday afternoon, 
revealed the lin ks between 
the government and securi
ty agencies who illegally hire 
mercenaries through in
nocuous sounding a.: : ~r
tisements calling for 'securi
ty personnel to work 

"abroad.' 
In case any of you have 

been worried by unaccoun
table coups or assassinations 
recentl y then rest assured. 
One mercenary organiser 
claimed that he always in
formed the foriegn office in 
advance of any activities he 
had been asked to organise , 
including coups, assassina
tions, and the security of 
heads of state. 

It was also claimed that 
foreign government officials 
were bribed to provide ' end 
user certificates' required to 
buy weapons. 

Of course, it wouldn't do 
for the British government to 
directly interfere with affairs 
of other countries, but ac
cording to mercenary 
organisers who were inter
viewed, the government not 
only 'approved' operations 
but also actively assisted 
them. 

. 1 

, TV 1 
i .• l 
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One organiser claimed 
that he recieved regular help 
from Special Branch and in
telligence officers on 'ap
proved' operations. Another 
explained how, on an opera
tion, they were met by a 
group of men before depar
ting from Britain who drove 
them to the airport and took 
them through customs and 
security to avoid complica
tions. One o f the men 
disclosed that he was from 
the Special Branch. On 
returning they were again 
met by Special Branch who 
made sure there were no pro
blem s re-entering the 
country. 

If there has been con
nivance between the gover
ment and illegal mercenary 
operations abroad, then it 
would not be too great a step 
to use the same methods at 
home. 

B.y Dave Morgan 
(Worsley LPYS) 
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fiCWHTIIIG 
fUND 

YORKSHIRE AND preparation in ~dvance. 
the West of Scotland South Staffs took the plunge 

• with a sponsored swim 
~r~ o~f to a flymg starJ. ·:··- whichJ~sed .£39. Simon Le 
ID the first few days of Bon isn't the only one to 
the quarter. The offen- have a aip this week! 
sive in your area sbould SticJrer sales are reachi!lg 
be organised by draw- epidemic proportions in 
ing up fund raising some areas, with some com-

rades covered in orange 
planners. The £70,000 spots. Car dashboards , 
target is easy if we start push bike spokes , crash 
now. Send money helmets , rattling tins have 
regularly to avoid a last also been adorned and have 
minute panic. provided an extra source of 

O xford have set the tone 
by raising £55 at a jumble 
sale this week. Now is the 
time to plan events such as 
jumble sales, discos, parties 
and video night s which need 

revenue. 
Attack is the best form of 

defence-a request for dona
tions at ward and union and 
constituency meetings will 
gain respect for our id~ :c: s . 
Caerphilly Labour Part y 

GET 

THE WITCH-HUNT 
against our sellers may 
not be doing much for 
Labour's right wing, 
but it's put pushing our 
sales up like nobody's 
business. 

In Attercliffe at the 
weekend, where fi ve sup
porters have been expelled , 
Militant sellers sold 86 
papers-all on one estate 
sale! 

If you're facing attacks in 

your area-why not try the 
Attercliffe approach? Build 
your support as well as your 
sales and take the Militant to 
every doorstep on your 
estate, in your ward, in the 
street where your head 
witch-hunter li ves . 

Don' t forget to write and 
tell us about it ei t her. It 's so 
much easier to sell the Mili
tant if there is an article 
about something that ' s hap
pening in your area. Take , 
for instance, the article in 
issue 759 about the 

This week: 
£430 

members have sent us £35 . 
Greenwich LPYS sent us £20 
this week. could your local 
LPYS branch match that? 
AbOve all .we can't afford to 
slacken off our efforts. The 
nightmare of capitalism con
tinues until we have the 
resources to beat it. 

By Simon Rodgers 

THANKS FOR donations from: 
Mrs C Bintley, Birkenhead £5: 
Neil Barns, Loughborough £ 1 ; 
'Chunky' from TGWU, Can
nock £2.68; Walthamstow 
dust depot £ 1 .30; Celynen 
South-Colliery, Gwent £2 .18 : 
Six Bells Colliery , Wales 
£2.50; J Maxweii-Taylor £2 
this week and every week . 

Photo: Rick Matthews (IFL) 

caretakers ' di spute in Tower 
Hamlet s. On the basis of 
that one small article local 
sellers sold 30 papers to the 
striking caretakers. That 's 
one in every fi ve strikers. 

So , if there' s something 
going on in your area-tell 
us about it. And tell us how 
many papers you sold tool 
fin a lly, thi s is the las t issue 
of Militant for two weeks. 
W e are taking a break from 
production. But there is till 
plent y that can be done in 
that week . Back copies can 
be posted throwzh doors as 
samples in prep~ration for 
an estate sale with the next 
issue. The 'Get Militant' 
posters ca n be used . And 
regular readers can be of
fered one of the many Mili
tant pamphlet s, or perhaps 
the Militant International 

.Review or the Irish Militant , 
if they have not had it 
already . 

THIS WEEK has seen an 
improvement in the money 
raised for the Building Fund, 
with £324 sent in. 

Marxist Daily Building Fund 
The blackout of the BBC 

and ITV through strike ac
tion in protest at the govern
ment's censorship has shown 
more people the need for a 
workers' paper that prints 
the truth. 

In a socialist society, we 
would have a press with free 
access to every group (except 
fascists of course), depen
ding on their support in 
society. 

In capitalist society, the 
press is only free in the sense 
that it is free to slander and 
lie about the working class, 
their trade unions and their 
political party. If you do 
manage to get a socialist 
paper going that depends on 
advertising from big 
business, its policies are 
determined by the whims of 
the advertisers. 

A daily Marxist paper can
not rely on advertising-the 
only money it can count on 
is that raised by the commit-

£ 
Eastern 2913, 
East Midlands 3261' 
Humberside 1683 
London NE 3306 
London NW 4115 
London SE 2108 
London SW 2184 
Lancashire 606 
Manchester 2629 
Merseyside 5181 
Northern 3270 

ment and sacrifice of its 
supporters. 

The wider we can spread 
the burden of financing a 
Marxist daily paper, the 
easier it will be. That is why 
we have asked all our sup
porters for a week's 
wages-have you given 
yours yet? What about sup
porters who have only 
recently started to read the 
paper? Have they been ap
proached yet? 

This week, we have had 

£ 
Scotland East 2238 
Scotland West 2546 
Southern 4037 
South West 902 
Wales East 1946 
Wales West 1538 
Wet>t Midlands 2061 
Yorkshire 1708 
National 1302 

Total 49,532 

donations from a supporter 
in Herts who has sent £60 
and a further £22 has come 
from J Hayes in Poole mak
ing his total contribution 
£101. £55 has come from 
Merseyside and £45 from 
Rotherham. 

If every area keeps con
tributions like this coming 
in, we will soon break the 
£75,000 barrier. 

By Dave Campbell 

.ads· 
CLASSIFIED: 15p per word: 
minimum 1 0 words . 
SEMI-DISPLAY : £2 per col
umn centimetre. Three weeks 
for the price of two . Militant 
meeting ads free. 
All advertisement copy should 
reach this office by Saturday. 

WANTED: Co-op stamps . 
Loose, part or full books for 
F IF. Send to Circulatl.Qn D!!pt, 
3113 Hepscott Road t ond6n 
E9 5HB. . ·. 

MILITANT Liverpool Broad
sheet ' Defend our City' 25p 
(including postage) Orders of 
10 or more 1 Op each . To Cir
culation Department, 3-13 
Hepscott Rd . London E9 5HB . 

SMASH PINOCHET Public 
meeting to commemorate the 
mil itary coup of 11 
September, 1973. Wednes
day 11 September 7.30 pm , 
Camden Town Hall , Bid 
borough Street . Opposite St 
Pancras Station . Organised by 
Chile Socialist Defence Cam
pa ign and London LPYS . 

MILITANT MINER POSTERS : 
' Miners unite , no splits" . Bulk 
orders from Ci!Otu lat ion Depart· 
ment , 3 -1 3 Hepscott Road . Lon
don E9 5HB. Pr ice 50p per dozen 
lpvst freel. 

MAKE some Fighting Fund for your 
Area! Militant "No Slave Labour 
On YTS" stickers now available. 
Price: £1.50 for 1 00- but they 
must be sold for a donation! Send 
order to Militant, 3-1 3 Hepscott 

. Rd, London E9 . Cheques/Po' s 
made payable to ltlllllttlnt . · 

WHY I Read Militant-Sales 
leaflet. Stocks available from 
Circulation Department 3-13 
Hepscott Rd. London E9 5HB. 

SUPPORT THE people of 
Chile. Picket the Chilean Em 
bassy, ( 12 Devonshire Street, 
London W1 ) 12 - 2 pm , 11 
September , Bring your 
banners . 

NOTTINGHAM AND Derby 
Militant supporters send 
warmest and comradely 
greetings to Jean and Chris in 
celebration of the ir wedding 
da y. 

A!RE VALLEY BLOC meeting: " For a fight ing democratic 
eng ;'leering union ." Speaker: John Tocher . Tuesday 20 Augus t 
7 .30JJ'll . Lecture Hall , Keighley Library, Keighle y. 

FOR SALE Rotoprint R75 Offset Litho plus 
platemaker. complete with chemicals, 
plates etc. £300 Phone: Oxford 715055. 

ConfNence greetings j 

GET YOUR LPYS, trade union or Labour Party to 
pla_c.e a greetings ad in our Labour Party Conference 
ed1t1on. Hurry, the closing date for copy is 18 
September. 

Make cheques payable to Militant Publications 
and send with your greetings to 3-13 Hepscott Rd, 
London E9 5HB. Rates: 3 column centimetres £6· 
6 col. cm. £12; sixteenth of a page £20. ' 

BACK THE PAPER THAT BACKS YOU! 

Marxist Weekend 
School 

London 14/ 1 5 September 

WHY STUDY theory? Isn't 
practice enough? The ideas 
of Marxism provide a means 
of understanding the un
folding class struggle . 

The Marxi st we'.!kend 
school in London on 14/ 15 
September is a weekend of 
socialist education that will 
equip every worker, youth , 
acti vist in the labour move
ment with a more thorough 
understan ding o f how the 
struggle for socia li sm needs 
to develop. 

Take your pick from the 
nine courses with thre e 

seminars in each. Come and 
hear leading M a r xist 
speakers such as Ted Grant 
(political editor Militant) , 
Peter Taaffe (editor Mili
tant), Lynn Walsh (assistant 
editor), Alan Woods, John 
Pickard and man y others. 
Each course will be accom
panied by a detailed reading 
list / study guides-sent out 
on booking. 

Don't miss out! Make 
transport plans in your area 
now ! Send your bookings in 
now! -

Courses on: Marxist philosophy , Marxist economics , the 
Russian revolution, Marxism and the state , black workers 
and the struggle for socialism , the colonial revolution, the 
trade unions-the 1920s and today, the lessons of 
popular frontism, women and the struggle for socialism . 

Plus a rally /debate on Saturday and disco. Professional
ly run creche . Put the date in your diary and make your 
transport plans now! 

Only £7 (£5 unwaged). Book now! Cheques to: " Marx
ist Weekend School " 3-13 Hepscott Road, London E9. 

O I would like to register for the course on ____ _ 
at the Marxist weekend school (reading guides will be 
sent out from July). 

0 I will need accommodation (bring a sleeping bag) for 
Friday/Saturday night(s). 
0 I will require the creche for the following children 
(name(s) and age(s)) __________ _ 

Name . . . . . 

Address . 

! 

BARNOLDSWJCK, Nr Colne , 
Lancashire: Silentnight Mili
tant Readers' Meeting . 'The 
Silentnight strike-the way 
forward for the trade unions' 
Wednesday 21 August 7.30; 
Civic Hall, Barnoldswick . · 
Speakers: Keith Narey (Shipley 
Labour Party), Gerry Cumisk.ey 
(FTAT shop steward, 
Silentnight) . 

BIRMINGHAM Militant 
Readers Meeting . 'The iron fist 
of apartheid ' Thursday 22 
August 7 .30pm at Carrs ·Lane 
Church Centre , Birmingham ci
ty centre . Speaker Darcy Du 
To it !SALEPJ. 

BRISTOL EAST Militant Marx
ist Discussion Groups . 19 
August ' Do we need a revolu 
tion? ; 17 September 'Marxism 
and the Labour Party.' Further 
deta ils ring (0272) 656591 . 

HARROW Militant Ma rxi st 
Discussion Group. Monday 2 
September, The Communist 
Manifesto. 

ISLE OF WIGHT Militan t sup
porters. Are you coming to the 
Island for a holiday? Do not 
miss your Militant when on 
holiday . We se ll th e Militan t in 
two towns on Saturday. Ryde , 
Hig h Stree t , 11 am to noon. 
Shanklin Regent Street , 11 am 
to noon. If you cannot see us 
on the Saturday Phone IOW 
854759 . 

LONG EATON Mi li ta nt 
Reader ' s Me e ti ng. ' St o p 
privatis ation - Defend Li ver
pool Labour Counci l,' Wednes
da y 2 1 August 7 .30 . 
Chatsworth Centre. Speakers : 
Local council steward , Li ver
pool City counc illor . 

MILITANT Marxist Discussion 
Group meet ings held monthl y 
in Swindon . Phone Marti n on 
24 796 for deta il s . 

YORKSHIRE Mili ta nt 
meetings . ' Li verpool counci l 
take on the Tories .' Hud
dersfield Zetland Hot el , 
Oueensgate , (opposite Poly) 
Thursday 29 August 7 .30pm . 
Halifax . AEU Club , 11 St 
James St (by bus stat1on 1 
7 .30pm Tuesday 3 Sept -
ember. · 

WEST MIDLANDS Labour Uni
ty Conference . Saturday 21 
September 1 0 .30am to 4pm . 
Speakers include Dave Nell ist 
MP. Derek Hatton , deputy 
leader Liverpoo l Council an d 
I an Schofield (Senior Steward . 
Rover ). Venue Dr Johnsons 
House , Bu ll St, Birmingha m ci
ty centre. £2 per delegate to 
P Pritchard , 115 Ridg eway. 
Edg baston, Birm ing ham 17 . 

NORTHERN WOMENS 
Weekend School 31 August-1 
September, North Hulme FE 
Cen tre , Ja ckson Crescent , 
Hulme , Manchester . 
Saturday- Origins of the Fami
ly. Workshops a) Warnock , 
Powell, Gillick. b) The Fowler 
Review. c) Violence against 
women. 
Reports backs and summing 
up . 
Working class women and the 
struggle for socialism. 
Sunday -Internat ionalism . 
Workshops a) Northern Ireland 
b) South Africa c) Famine and 
food policy . 
Creche provided, but please 
book in advance . Soc iai
Saturday evening. 
Cost £2 .50 waged , £1 
unwaged. 
For futher details please con
tact and bookings to: Maureen 
Reynolds, 2 Brown Hill House , 
48a Sandy Lane, Chorlton 
Manchester 21. Telephone: 
061 860-4652 . 
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Anti-racism 

Racist immigration laws extended 
THE RECENT 'change in the im
migration rules was another kick in 
the teeth for black and Asian 
workers, many of whom will now 
face futber discrimination from im
migration officials. 

Ironicall y the rule change was forced by 
the findings of the European Court of 
Human Rights which decided that Tory im
migration rules were discriminatory on the 
grounds of sex. In order to comply with these 
findings the Tories were forced to change 
the rules-and the result is equalit y of 
misery. 

The whole argument centred around the 
'p rimary purpose ' rule , under which 
husbands and male fiances of British citizens 
who wanted to settle in this country had to 
prove that the primary purpose of their ap
plication for settlement was not to gain en
try to Britain. Under the new rules , the 
primary purpose rule has been extended to 
wi ves and female fiancees, which will mean 
an extension of the rigorous testing and 
cross-examination which thousands of peo
ple have been subjected to since this rule was 
fir st introduced in 198 I. 

Rule change 
The rule change will mean that even more 

wi ves and husbands will be kept apart for 
several years , many with no prospect of ever 
being reunited. 

Immigration statistics show how the rules 
discriminate against blacks and Asians in 
particular. In most Western countries, there 
are virtually no queues for entry clearance 
(visa) applications . In Bangladesh, however, 
the waiting time for the first interview is two 
years . It is nine to 11 months in Pakistan and 
eight to 12 months in India. After the fitst 
interview, there are several more months 
waiting for the decision . 

Asians on anti-immigration law demonstration in London . Photo: Carlos Guarta (Reflex). 

rules by saying that strictly controlled im
migration is necessary, especially at a time 
of mass unemployment, for 'good communi
ty relations.' 

That is rubbish . In the last 20 years, there 
has been a net outflow of people from 
Britain-since 1964, 937,000 more people 
have left the country than have entered. 

If the decision is negative , then there can 
be one , two or more years' wait for appeals 
to go through . Last year 46 per cent of 
husbands and fiances seeki ng entry from In
dia to join their wives in this country were 
refused-88 per cent on 'primary purpose ' 
grounds. 

The figures also show that people from 
Asian, African or West Indian countries are 
far more likely to be refused entry. Of those 
who were refused last year , one in 140 were 
black and Asian, compared to one in 4,100 
from Australia, New Zealand and Canada . 

There is also class discrimination in the im
migration rules . The wealthy are treated very 
differently from workers seeking entry to 
Britain. The rule for ' persons of independent 

The Tory government (and previous 
Labour governments) justify immigration 

Newham 7 supporter charged 
A MEMBER of Tottenham 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists, Kridos Pavlou , 
has been fined £200 for 
'threatening behaviour.' 

He was arrested after 
allegedly pulling a policeman 
to the ground and kicking 
him at a demonstration in 
support of the Newham 
young Asians arrested after 
a day of racial attacks on 
Asians. 

Pavlou was accused of at
tacking the policeman as 
part of a gang at the 
demonstration in April , 

although he was the only one 
to be charged. During the 
court case the policeman 
concerned couldn't be pro
duced. The defence solicitor 
called it the case of the 'miss
ing policeman'. Also, 
Pavlou was charged with 
'threatening behaviour' and 
not the more serious charge 
of 'assaulting a policeman' . 
The defence produced three 
witnesses who said that no 
policeman was attacked by 
Pavlou. 

A defence fund has been 
set up which is appealing to 

all labour movement 
organisations to make 
donations. 

Send donations to: Kridos 
Pavlou Defence Fund, Box 
273 , London E7. Make che
ques payable to 'Kridos 
Pavlou Campaign Fund' . 

The ~ewham Seven 
Defence CampaigiJ is still ap
pealing to anyone who 
witnessed arrests on any of 
the Newham Seven 
demonstrations or pickets to 
come forward with informa
tion. (Tel: 01 555-8151). 

Black youth campaign 
IN A move to combat 
racism , Southampton 
Labour Party Young 
Socialists have set up a local 
Newham Seven support 
group. The group was set up 
at a meeting addressed by 
Linda Douglas-LPYS Na
tional Committee, local 
LPYS member Sandra 
Howell and a speaker from 
the Newham Seven 
campaign. 

The group has won a good 
response from the black and 
Asian community. We 
visited several local groups, 
including the Indian 
Workers Association and the 
newly formed Southampton 
Afro-Caribbean Youth 
Association (SACY A). 

We leafleted the local 
West Indian club as well as 
door to door , distributing 

o ver 2,000 leaflets and 
finishing up with a successful 
paper sale of Socialist 
Youth . At the meeting , 
many questions were raised 
from the floor, particularly 
"what can actually be done 
to fight racism?" 

One young black, Chris, 
asked: "Can anything be 
done just by going to 
meetings?" . He said that he 
and his mates thought that 
the only way things would be 
changed is by doing 
something drastic, by 
violence: "Like the riots, 
that's the time when they 
took notice and things got 
done . You fight them back, 
and they listen to you , then 
they ignore you again and 
you have to keep on fighting 
again." 

But it was pointed out that 

none of the causes of the 
riots such as unemployment 
and rotten housing were even 
alleviated . let alone 
eradicated by riots. 

The only way to fight 
racism is by fighting the 
perpetrators of racism 
though black and white 
workers organising together 
to fight this system. This can 
be done by joining the LPYS 
and the Labour Party, to en
sure that policies in the in
terests of the workers are 
carried out. 

The meeting raised over 
£43 for the Newham Seven 
campaign. 

Sandra Howell 
(Southampton LPYS) 

means' says: 'For an applicant to obtain en
try clearance he will need to show that he 
has, under his control and disposable in the 
United Kingdom , a sum not less than 
£150,000, or income of not less than £15,000 
a year." 

alive and he has to return before the winter 
harvest. 

The implementation of the immigration 
rules by immigration officials bears out the 
class nature of the rules. A farm labourer 
from Pakistan was recently refused entry into 
Britain to visit his brother and his uncle , 
whom he hadn't seen for several years . He 
was refused because he came from a poverty
stricken background and the immigration of
ficials didn't believe he would return after 
his time limit expired. In fact he has elderly 
parents in Pakistan who rely on him to tend 
the farm and to keep the rest of the family 

Unless the labour movement explains these 
issues and takes a clear stand against im
migration laws, then many black and Asian 
workers will continue to view Labour's 
policy on immigration with cynicism. At a 
time of acute economic crisis, with society 
in the process of decay, it is even more urgent 
that Labour explains the root causes of 
racism, and puts forward a programme of 
socialist policies which will unite workers 
from all races, and will end the evils of 
unemployment and poverty-the breeding 
ground for racism. 

By Liz Floyd 
(Newham North West Labour Party) 

Fascists of the British National Party recently held a rally in Newcastle. Photo: Militant. 

Anti-fascist defence set up 
AN ANTI-FASCIST 
Defence Campaign has been 
set up in Leicester to raise 
money to defend those ar
rested during a protest 
against a meeting in April by 
the British National Party. 

The police allowed 60-70 
fascists into the hall with a 
slightly larger number of 
protestors, who started to 
heckle and sing the Red Flag 
and Internationale to pre
vent the main speaker, John 
Tyndall, speaking. The 
fascists retaliated by starting 

a number of fights. The 
fascists and police then 
worked side by side to eject 
the protestors and nine were 
arrested. 

Already one defendant 
has been fined £250 plus 
costs on a first offence. 

The campaign has so far 
sent out 150 letters to trade 
unions and Labour Party 
branches in and around 
Leicester. A number of 
donations have already been 
received, notably £173 from 
Leicester NUT (after a strike 

meeting) and £30 from street 
collections. Also Leicester 
Trades Council made 
available £88 from its fines 
fund. 

Meetings have been plan
ned in the Asian and black 
communities of Belgrave and 
Highfields, to campaign 
against racism and fascism. 

Any futher messages of 
support or donations should 
be sent to The Anti-Fascist 
Defence Committee, 25 
Hipwell Crescent, Leicester. 
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''DO YOU think that Stalin has not discussed the ques
tion of your physical removal? He has considered and 
discussed it thoroughly. lie has always been held back 
by the same thought, ·that the young people would 
pin the responsibility on him personally, and would res
pond by acts of terrorism. He therefore believed that 
he first had to disperse the ranks of the oppositionist 
youth. But a job postponed is not a job abandoned." 
(Statement of leading Bolshevik, Gregory Zinoviev to 
Trotsky, 1926). 

Trotsky in Red Army uniform listens to Lenin. In later versions of this picture Trotsky was removed. 

Bargain offer-Trotsky's major 

~~t~r:\autobiographyl £4.95 1 1EON TROTS. I(Y 
Permanent Revolution and L 
Results and Prospects . £3.00 M. y 1 ... ·11F·. E 
History of the Russian L 
Revolution ......... £9.50 
Revolution Betrayed: What 
is the Soviet Union and where 
is it going? . . ....... £4.50 
In Defence of Marxism: 

. his last writings ..... £2.50 
..,Transitional Programme £0.30 

By Woods and Grant 
Lenin and Trotsky- What 
they really stood for .. £ 1 . 50 

Cover price for the lot £26.25. 
Yours for £23 ~ncluding 
postage. All available individual
ly. Add 25% for orders under 
£4, 10% for orders under£ 10. 
Orders over £10 post free. 

Make cheques payable to: World 
Socialist Books, 3- 1 3 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. 

11 

ON 20 August 1940, Leon Trotsky was pick
axed to death by a Stalinist agent, Ramon 
Mercader. 

Trotsky had devoted the whole 
of his life to the emancipation of 
the working class. He headed the 
famous Petersburg Soviet in the 
1905 revolution, originated the 
Marxist theory of the ' Permanent 
Revolution ' , became eo-leader 

-with Lenin of the October 191 7 
revolution , constructed the Red Ar
my, and was eo-founder of the 
Third Communist International. 

His murder was no accident or 
spontaneous action by the dictator 
Stalin, but a monstrous pre
conceived act that was the culmina
tion of a murder campaign against 
the whole of the old Bolshevik 
leadership of the revolution and 
those who stood by the genuine 
ideas of Marxism .. 

All those who posed any threat 
to the totalitarian regime of the 
bureaucracy were systematically 
hunted down and eliminated at the 
hand of the Stalinist secret police , 
the GPU . 

Central to this murder plot were 
all those who stood close to Trot
sky around the International Left 
Opposition that fought for the 
ideas of Leninism, of Marxism. 
The struggle betweeen Trotsky' s 
adherents and those of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy was not simply a 
debate about ideas . It represented 
a clash of li ving forces-between 
the parasitic ruling elite, defending 
its material privileges and the forces 
of working class internationalism 
and sociali st revolution. 

Thi s pri vileged elite derived its 
income and power from its 
bureaucratic control over the na
tionalised planned economy. To 
protect its ruling position, it ex
propriated the Russian workers and 
peasants politically. All the points 
of workers' democracy under 
Lenin and Trotsky were gradually 
crushed and gave ·way to the 
tatalitarian dictatorship of 
Stalin-the personification of the 
bureaucracy. Only through this 
regime of Stalinist terror could this 
privileged cast be maintained. 

Those who joined the Trotskyist 
opposition were met with terrible 
persecution, slander , expulsion , 
victimisation, the sack and im
prisonment. later they were driven 
into Stalin 's concentration camps 
and murdered . 

Nevertheless despite the trail of 
blood , persecution and lies , of 
histori cal fal sification by the Stalin 
clique, the ideas of leon 
Trotsky-of genuine Marxi sm
have not only survi ved but have 
grown and became a beacon to all 
those activists to-day faced with the 
horrors of capitalism and 
Stalinism. 

Trotsky's fate was bound up 
with that of the Russian October 
Revolution of 1917. This pro
letarian victory was seen by all as 
the beginning of a world transfor
mation. Nobody in the Bolshevik 
Party-Lenin, Trotsky or even 
Stalin-believed that socialism 

By Rob Sewell 

could be established in one coun
try , let alone a backward one like 
Russia. 

The isolation of the revolution , 
due to the betrayal of the leaders 
of social democracy in the West , 
led to the growth of a parasiti c 
bureaucracy, a caste of official s in 
the state , part y and industry. The 
internaiional defeats reinforced the 
feeling of isolation and weariness . 
As Trot sky explained: 

" It is absolutely beyond question 
al)a of major importance that the 
Soviet bureaucracy became more 
powerful as the blows struck harder 
against the world working class. 
The defeat s of the revolutionary 
movements in Europe and Asia 
graduall y undermined the con
fidence of the Soviet workers in 
their internationally. Inside the 
country acute misery still reigned . 
The boldest and most devoted 
representatives of the working class 
had either perished in the civil war 
or had risen higher , and for the 
main part, been assimilated into the 
ranks of the bureaucracy , having 
lost their revolutionary spirit. 
Weary, because of the terrible ef
forts of the revolutionary years, 
without perspective, poisoned with 
bitterness because of a series of 
disappointments, the great mass 
fell into passsivity" . (Writings 
1935-36 p 174.) 

"RETRIBUTION will come 1 
Throughout his entire heroic 
Davidovich believed in the erne 
future. During the last years o1 
falter, but on the contrary bee 
more firm than ever. Future ma 
all oppression will triumph over 

(How it happened, November · 
Natalya Sedova} 

The Left Opposition was form 
ed in 1923 by Trotsky to defeat this 
bureaucratic reaction against Oc
tober. Just before Lenin 's death , he 
and Len in had organised a bloc to 
fi ght bureaucracy. In his ' testa
ment' or 'will ', Lenin ca lled for the 
immediate removal of Stalin who 
became the figurehead of this 
reaction. 

In the will Trotsky was singled 
out as " distinguished not only by 
his exceptional abili ties" - " to be 
sure , the most able man in the pre
sent Central Committee" . 

With Lenin's death in Januar y 
1924, Stalin and those who wished 
to denigrate Trotsky' s authority 
suppressed the Testament and later 
denounced it as a Trotskyist 
forgery! Its authenticity came to 
light only in 1956 with Khruschev's 
speech to the closed session of the 
20th party congress. 
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"Yugoslavs, Poles, Lithuanians, Czechs-all disappeared. By :rm 

t\~~~~:~~~d~~~~;1;:~t~~if~gr:r~~g:;~;d:i~l~~ •••••••• 
peared; the representatives of the Chinese Communist Party ·.·.·.·. 
had been arrested . The glow of October was being extinguished }} 

;;i;;Jff.k:i{~~~~{~J~l~~~~~!~~~~I;~~i~~ •••••••• 
1ar mar ::~~~~~:::~:::::~~:.::.:~::::·:::::::::::~::::,:: ·::.:_~.::: ... :.!::.:::: .•• ::: .• ::_:·:.·:::.:::. 

"The Trotskyites can lay claim to this honour . Following the 
example of their leader, who was rewarded for his obstinacy 
with the end of an ice-axe, they fought Stalinism to the death, 
and they were the only ones who did. By the time of the great 
purges, they could only shout their rebellion in the freezing 
wastelands where they had been dragged in order to be exter
minated . In the camps, their conduct was admirable. But their 
voices were lost in the tundra. 

The defeat of the German 
:volution in late I 923, together 
jth Lenin's death, resulted in a 
leedy crystalisation of the powers 
f the Stalinist bureaucracy. 
Soon after Stalin came out wit h 

te anti-Marxist theory of 
:ocialism in one country' , which 
:flected the interests of the 
:ivleged e lite. Zinoviev and 
amenev, two old Bolshevik 
aders who had sided with Stalin 
llild no longer stomach this 
~trayal and came over to Trotsky 
· form the Joint Opposition in 
126. 
At the time, the defeat of the 
hinese Revolution was a terrible 
low to the Russian workers, who 
•oked towards a workers' victory 
, the East. It was a great en
)Uragement however to the 
eveloping bureaucracy. By 
ovember 1927, Trotsk y and 
inoviev were expell ed from the 
arty and Kamenev from the Cen
·al Committee. 
As a result of this growing 

:pression, Abramovich Yoffe, 
ho had returned as Ambassador 
, Japan to work as T rotsky's 
eputy , committed suic ide . 
Exiled to Alma Ata (January 

:n8) and later to Turkey (January 
:J29), Trotsk y hit back at the 
etraya ls and slanders of the 
talinists, and began to assemble 
1e cadres of genuine Marxism on 
1 international scale . In July, he 
ublished the first issue of the Rus
.an Bulletin of the Opposition as 
1e central organ of his work. 

In the few years that followed, 

" Today, the Trotskyites have a right to accuse those who 
once howled along with the wolves. Let them not forget , 
however, that they had the enormous advatange over us of 
having a coherent political system capable of replacing 
Stalinism . They had something to cling to in the midst of their 
profound distress at seeing the revolution betrayed . They did 
not " confess," for they knew that their confession would serve 
neither the party nor socialism." 

An International Commission of 
Inquiry into the Moscow Trials was 
established under the head of the 
~istinguished American 
'philosopher, John Dewey. All the 
testimonies and evidence were 
sifted vigorously. Trot sky was per
sona ll y examined and cross
examined about the fantastic 
allegations of being in the pay of 
the Nazis, etc, made against him by 
the Stalinists . 

He demonstrated , with the 
assistance of his extensive archives, 
that the forged 'confessions' in the 
trials were absolute lies and that 
they constituted the,greatest frame
ups in history. The Dewey Com
mission fo und "the Moscow Trials 
to be frame-ups" and concluded: 
" We therefore find Trotsky and 

Trotsky in Mexico with his wife Natalya and grandson Seva. Sedov (his son) not gui lty" . 

vocation and murder. Feared by the capitalist class, The Second Moscow Trial began 
Examples of Stalinist infiltration Trotsky was refused the right of within a fortnight of Trotsky's ar-

are numerous: Senin and Roman asylum by all the European rival in Mexico. Stalin's aim, 
Well, Etienne Zborowski, Serge . powers. In 1933 , however , he was however, was the physical annihila-
Efrom, M a reel Rollin , Loui s allowed temporarily into France , tion not only of the old Bolsheviks 
Ducomet, Francois Rossie, Renata hut before long was expelled as an in-side the USSR, but the oblitera-
Steiner, Floyd Miller and Sylkvia undesirable by the government. tion of the Trot skyis t leadership 
Franklin to name but some. internationally. 

Until the victory of Hitler in Purge trials In Spain, the GPU murder gangs 

world. Revolutionary youth of alf 
countries! Accept from us the 
memory of our Leon , adopt him as 
your son-he is worthy of it-and 
let him henceforth participate in
visibly in your battles, since destiny 
has denied him the happiness of 
participating in your final victory." 

A month after Sedov's death, 
Stalin launched the third and 
bloodiest of the purge trials. In 
Paris Rudolf Klement's de
capitated body-another of Trot
sky's secretaries-was found in the 
river Seine. 

The GPU murder network clos
ed in on Trotsky, through a string 
of secret agents. Ramon Mercader, 
Stalin's prize assasin, set up the in
flitrat.ion of the Trotsky household 
by seducing a young American 
Marxist, Sylvia Ageloff. 

· the vile murderers. 
md beautiful life, Lev 
1cipated mankind of the 
1is life, his faith did not 
1me only more mature, 
kind, emancipated from 
oercion of all sorts . . . '' 

March I 933, Trotsky had con- were used systematicall y to sup-
ducted a vigorous campaign for a From france, Trotsky was press all oppostion to Moscow, 
united front policy against fascism allowed into Nor.vay where the leading to the the execution of An-
in Germany. However he was de- Labour Party h<!d recently come to dres Nin, Andrades, Erwin Wolf 
nounced by the Stalinist leaders power. Within a matter of a few (one of T rotsky's secretaries), etc. 
who continued to lead the German months the purge trials opened in In September 1937, Ignace Reiss, 
working class into a blood y Moscow with Trotsky placed as the a former GPU top agent who re-
debacle. Ernst Thaelmann the principal defendant. nounced Stalinism and came out in 
leader of the German CP , stated in Stalin put pressure 011 the favour of Trotskyism, was 

Meanwhile, the first failed attack 
on Trotsky's life came on 24 May, 
1940. Stalinist GPU raiders-led by 
the Mexican CP leader Siqueiros
forced entry to the premises and 
machine-gunned Trotsky's 
bedroom . Fortunately he his wife 
and grandson narrowly escaped 
death. One of the guards on duty , 
Robert Sheldon Harte, was ab
ducted and his decomposed body 
discovered in a lime-pit one month 
later. 

The second attempt on 20 
August 1940 proved fatal. Leon 
Trotsky was murdered by the hand 
of GPU assasain Ram on Mercader. 
After being found guilty of murder 
he served a 20 year sentence and 
then returned to Eastern Europe 
where he was decorated for hisser
vices by the Stalinist regime . 

•••••••• 

940 by Trotsky's wife, I September 1932: Norwegian government for Trot- murdered. In France the Stalinists 
"In hi s pamphlet on the ques- sky to be gagged. This it obliged by infiltrated the Opposition's Head-

lion, How will National Socialism expelling his secretaries and plac- quarters and 'collaborated' at the 
be Defeated? T rot sky always gives ing him under virtual house arrest. highest level with Trotsky's son 
but one reply: 'The German CP Desperate to answer the lies and Leon Sedov . On 16 Febuary 1938 
must make a bloc with the social slander of the greatest frame-ups in Etienne Zborowski fingered him to Great martyr 

uel personal blows were hurled democracy . .. ' In framing this world history, T rotsky eagerly ac- the GPU who in turn murdered .·.·.·. 
;ainst him; his young daughter bloc, Trotsky sees the only way for cepted the offer of asylum from the him whi lst in hospital. Trotsk y was the greatest martyr ::::;:: 
ina had died with co nsumption at completely saving the German Mexican government of Cardenas. The grief stricken Trot sky wrote of the working class . Trotskyism or << 
e age of 26. His other daughter working class against fascism . He arried in Mexico City in a moving tribute to his dead son Marxism has been and remains to }} 
na, again suffering from acute Either the CP will make a bloc January 1937. under the tit le Lean Sedov-Son, this day, the most persecuted :::;:::: 
-h

1
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1h·cidtheein with the social democracy or the The bureaucracy sought a deal Frienbd, Fhighter": "Together with tendency in history. The attacks .:::.:::·:_:.:::_:_:: 
~r m I r o · lr German working class will be lost with the Western Democracies our oy as died ever ything that upon Militant and its supporters 
1sbands were sent to Siberia. for 10-20 years. This is the theory against Hitler and therfore attemp- sti ll remained young within us. are but a continuation of this .·.·.·. 
Trot sky's first wife, Sokolov- of a completely ruined fascist and ted to demonstrate their respec- Goodbye, Leon, goodhye dear in- campaign . ::::::: 
aya , was imprisoned in a labour counter-revolutionary. This theory tability. The first Moscow Trial comparable friend. Yom mother Whilst the faint-hearts and seep- .... 
.mp where she died later. His son, is the worst theory , the most began the systematic frame-up and and I never thought, never expected tics made peace with Stalinism, 
~ rgei, a scientist who was not in- dangerous theory and the most murder of the old Bolshevik that destiny .would impose on us T rotsky and a small band of eo- .. . 
rested in politics, was arrested on criminal that Trotsky has con- leaders. Out of fear for the success this terrible task of writ ing your thinkers defended the ideas of 
umped-up charges-refused to structed in the last years of his of the Spanish revolution and the obituary . We lived in firm ::on vie- Marxism in a time of historic ... 
:tray his father-and perished in counter-revolutionary propagan- impulse it would give to the new tion that long after we were gone retreat and reaction . That was 
ison . Trotsky's secretaries and da". (Communist International, no . political revolution in the USSR, you would be the continuer of our Trotsky's greatest role. 
des in the USSR were executed: 17/ 18, I 932, p 1329) . the bureaucracy began to wipe out common cause. But we were not This new generation owes a col-
lazman, Butov, Sermuks and The failure to heed Trotsky's ad- all living connections with the real able to protect you. Good-bye ossa! debt to those who fought ::::::: 
JZansky . vice led to the paralysis of the Ger- traditions of October. Leon! We bequeath your ir- against the stream. It is now up to :_·:_::_::_::.\_::.: 
The Stalinists, under orders from man labour movement and resulted Between 1936 and 1938 it has reproachable memory to the us to arm ourselves with the ge-
oscow, constantly attempted to in the victory of Hitler without any been estimated that eight million younger generation of the workers nuine ideas of Marxism as a con- .... 
filtrate Trotsky's household as major resistance. It was the greatest perished in the terror, this 'one- of the world . You will rightly live crete preparation for the future 

;;;~;;::::~::;~:~::;;~;:; ;;~ :·~:,:~::~::~;~~~~;·:::' ::;;:'·:~ ;:~~; ;·::·' ~;,;; ~~ ;;;;:;;,;:::·; . .;;.;:~':;;.· ;;;;;:~:~~~;: ~~~::; ;~;;:;~ ;; :~!;:::'· t: :I :·:1 ·:; { 
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Book review ''The Russians'' · 

Progress and 
privile·ge in the 
Soviet Union 
ONE WORD of advice: read Trotsky's brilliant 
analysis of Stalinist Russia in The Revolution 
Betrayed to understand the deformed workers' 
states of Russia, Eastern Europe and China. 

ship of the Communist Par
ty at 14 millio n which gi ves 
an idea of the pri vileged 
caste in Russia . The very pin
nacle of this elite according 
to Smith, li ve in the Moscow 
suburb of Zhukova with its 
own special stores. 

If you pick up Smith's 
book before you read Trot
sky , you'll be more confus
ed about Russia than before . 
He peddles the line that 
Stalinism is the inevitable 
child of Bolshevism. In the 
last pages he goes for a more 
'popular' explanation . As 
there was repress ion under 
the Czar and under Stalin , 
Khruschev, Brezhnev, An
dropov and now Gorbachev , 
the Ru ss ians obviousl y 
prefer repression . 

What ignorance he betrays 
in these remarks , c:specially 
about the Russian working 
class who carried out the 
greatest step forward yet in 
human history . 

The other main drawback 
is that Smith gets most of his 
quotes from members of the 
intelligentsia and the lower 
bureaucracy. The Russian 
working class is 120 million 
strong, the largest , most 
cultured proletariat on the 
planet. Not one line in thi s 
book even hints that this 
force will change Russian 
society . Such an idea 
evidently nevei crosses hi s 
mind. 

The voice of the working 
class is hardly heard. But this 
book is not entirely worth
less. Some useful facts and 
colour can be found . There 
are after all not many books 
which even attempt to deal 
with the daily life of 250 
million Russians. The writer 
in fact confirms Trotsky's 
views unwittingly. 

Transformation 
Smith is an unrepentant 

capitalist but he has to admit 
that six decades up to 1973 
"transformed a backward 
emerging continent into an 
industrialised state. It 
developed the world 's largest 
network of hydro-electric 
power stations, opened up 
the incalculable mineral 
rights of Siberia, produced 
atomic ice-breakers, space 
platforms and mechanical 
moon explorers and surpass
ed America in such basic 
measurements of industrial 
muscle as steel, cement and 
oil". 

Between 1956 and 1975, 
44 million housing units were 
built , unprecedented any
where anytime. 

He quotes an American 
economist that "from 1950 
to 1970 Soviet per-capita 
food consumpt ion doubled, 

disposable income quadrup-. 
led , the working week 
shortened, welfare benefits 
increased, consumption of 
soft goods trebled and hard 
goods rose twelve-fold". 
With free health care and 
education and job security 
on top, no wonder people in 
the USSR today are two or 
three inches taller than pre
war. 

Smith is forced to con
clude that most Russians 

JOHN THRONE reviews 
The Russians by Hedrick 
Smith, former New York 
Times correspondent in 
Moscow. Published by 
Sphere Books Ltd, 
£2.95. 

"prefer socialisR1 to the freer 
but less secure lifestyle of 
Westerners." 

For Smith of course this is 
not due to the superiorit y of 
the planned economy. For 
him 'Moscow' achieved all 
this . No mention either when 
comparing Russia with the 
USA of the effect of the 20 
million killed and the pro
ductive forces destroyed in 
World War Two . 

The inefficiency and cor
ruption of the bureaucracy 
can also be gleaned from this 
book . One of the few inter-

As Smith speaks over
whelmingly to the intelligent 
sia, you onl y get a rare 
glimpse of the hat red of the 
bureaucracy. 

He quotes a mechanic: 
" Look at what they have' 
Why did we fight the revolu
tion?" An older woman 
worker : "We hate those 
special privileges. During the 
war wh en they really were 
our leaders, it was all right. 
But not now." Another 
worker said : " It is so 
humiliating, so insulting to 
have stores in our country 
where our money is not 
valid." He was referring to 
the special shops for the 
bureaucracy where only 
Western currency is 
accepted. 

The spectacular progress in the USSR is due to 
the advantage of the planned economy over private 
ownership and the market. The problems stem from 
the inability of the bureaucracy to plan efficiently. 
A Soviet executive is quoted as saying it took con
sent from 1 8 different organisations for him to pro
duce a simple aluminium cup. 

Workers' control and management is the only 
way to realise the full potential of the planned 
economy. The greatest untapped resource of all in 
the USSR is the brain of the proletariat. 

views· with workers explains 
the three phases in each 
month; " The first is sleeper 
time, the second is hot work 
and the third is like fever . It 
is only in the last third of the 
month that all the necessary 
materials can be gathered 
and the quotas of the plan 
are then ' sto rmed' in the last 
ten days . 

" Consumers always try to 
avoid goods produced from 
the 20th- of the month on. 
All goods are date stamped . 
80 per cent of the quotas are 
produced in the last ten to 15 
days of the month". 

Smith quotes Sov iet 
stati stics that while the 
USSR's economy is second 
to the USA, its output per 
capita is only 15th. The 1973 
Soviet year book rated Rus
sian industry about hal f as 
efficient as American, the 
construction industry about 
two-th irds as efficient and 
agriculture only a quarter. 

Smith gives many ex
amples of the bureaucracy's 
privileges and corruption. 
An entire department of the 
Central Committee, the 
"Administration of Affairs" 
has a secret budget to pro
vide special privileges for the 
bureaucracy, the special 
shops, houses, servants, the 
hard currency , special health 
care, etc . Smith estimates the 
"privileged class" as he 
wrongly describes the ruling 
caste as numbering one 
million plw; their families . 

He also puts the member-

If the reader approaching 
Smith 's book has a clear 
understanding of the nature 
of the deformed workers ' 
states , then useful material 
can be recognised. 
Sometimes it is in the jokes 
of workers. The workers 
have a saying about their 
position at work : " As long 
as the bosses pretend they 
are paying us a decent wage , 
we will pretend that we are 
work ing". In reference to 
the intelligentsia the workers 
use the proverb: "A fish rots 
from the head first". 

Working class 
ignored 

One issue that comes 
across in this book is the 
workers' clear hatred of the 
intelligentsia . This is a very 
positive feature given the 
role that thi s group played in 
Poland in 1980-81. The 
divis ion according to Smith 
is growing wider between the 
intelligentsia and bureau
cracy on the one hand and 
the workers on the other. 
Unfortunately, Smith 
himself failed to cross this 
divide c:nd document 
workers' feelings . 

So we get little idea of the 
consciousness and condi
tions of the working class-
in the book he talks of a go
slow in a plant. This took 
place on three lines in this 
plant. A worker is quoted as 
saying: " ... three lines is an 

Gorbachev on a 'walk-about' talks to the Russian workers. But the regime is incapable of using 
t he skills and intelligence of the working class to run the planned economy. 

Huge achievements of the planned economy. The Trans Siberian railway has transformed this 
previously barren area of the USSR . 

Agriculture remains extremely inefficient compared to the most advanced capitalist countries . 

emergency. It means some- " pri vate" places. is being developed . It is rhere 
one organised it. That 's What is goi ng on amongst that di scussion groups are 
very serious . I do not knmv · the workers of the giant in - taking place and the ideas of 
what happened to the dustria l complexes such as the working class turn to tak-
organisers, but I heard tha t the production complex of ing control over society once 
the bosses had to back down Kama Ri ver Tractor Plant? again . Smith' s failure to te ll 
and lower the norms ". It has 175 miles of computer- his readers of this is an enor-
Smith is totally unaware of run conveyor belts. It covers mous drawback to the book. 
the signifi cance of thi s inci- 23 square miles, an area However, The Russians is 
dent and makes no effort to larger than Manhattan. it worth reading for the facts 
follow it thro ugh . dwarfs anything in the Ruh r and information and the 

The same worker says or Detroit. Unfortunately descriptions of the author's 
that : " If there were ever a se- and significantly Smith doe< meetings and conversations. 
cond revolution it would be not say how man y wo rker< But don't forget , read Trot-
first against the bosses in the work there . sky's The Revolution 
black Volgas ... " Betrayed first and again 

Smith opens his book by Drawback when you 've finished 
quoting from a Russian Smith's book in order to fill 
Communist Party official. It is in places like Kama in the political gaps he 
"Beneath the flat surface of that the embryo of the future leaves. 
society in Rus si a , as 
presented by Pravda, a rich 
and complex life abounds 
but it totally lacks any means 
of communication . We are 
not a 'one dimensional socie
ty' as Westerners believe" . 
Later in the book he quotes 
another Russian: "the most 
interesting things are going 
on in private where you can
not see them. Not only you 
as a foreigner but other peo
ple, Russians as well. " Smith 
failed to get beneath the sur
face or see into these 
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'Emergency' will not end. black 
workers struggle,, FACED WITH an 

unprecedented year
long explosion of 
mass· -::· · ·struggle, 
poHdcal and in
dustrial, Botba's 
regime on 21 July 
staked its authority 
on declaring a state 
of emergency in 36 
key areas of the 
Transvaal and 
Eastern Cape. 

By Richard Monroe 

But alread y, within weekc;, 
it ic; becoming clea r that in
tensified repression ca nnot 
full y resto re the grip o f th e 
ruling class . 

Aparthei d is not ju<;t 1\ hit e 
' uprem acy and re tt y 
discr imina tio n; it i-; the 
w<;te m 1\·hich fo r a long tim e 
hac; serwd to eml ave the 
black majo rit y a'> chea p 
la bou r for \\'eqe rn a nd 
So uth African capit a li sts . 

But for the las t 12 years 
th e regime has been increas
ingly unable to enforce a 
system which has become 
int olerab le to the massec;. 
The heroism. deter minatio n. 
a nd pers iqe nce of the ir 
<;t rugg le mu <;t be umur pac;s
ed anywhere in the hi-;ton of 
the wo rking cla ss inter
nationall y. 

At the c;amc t im e, with the 
eco no nll' in decl in e. th e 
regime 's attempt s to find a 
wider basic; fo r its rul e o nl l' 
spurs the movement on to 
further demands. It was the 
introduction of Botha ' s ' new 
c·o n'i! itu t ion' a year ago 
whi ch spark ed o ff the cur
rent e-.;plosio n. 

Even to the ruling class it 
is clea r that the foc us of th e' 
movement is increasingly not 
j m t this or that minor issue. 
but a det ermination to be rid 
of the wh o le c;y<;t~m

apartheid . its brut a l <;t a te 
machin e, and th e rrofit 
sys tem it defend s. 

The Economist (1018185) 
writes in horror that in the 
town ships, " they see th eir 
politi cal oppress ion a nd big 
businesc; as ' two sides of the 
sa me blood y coin'". 

The <;t at e o f emerge ncy 
wa s imposed to try and 
rec; tore "law and order" in 
th e 1\0rst a ffect ed areas
particularl y because th e fer
m ent was beg innin g tO 
sp;ead in to Soweto, So uth 
A fri ca's largest towmh ip. 
But whil e a t leas t 1500 yout h 
ac ti vists have bee n detai ned , 
and the po li ce and army can 
operate in the emerge ncy 
areas free from the gaze o f 
the medi a . the mo vement 
has by no m eans been 
brought to a halt. Mass 
anger has exploded in Natal 
albeit in confused form (see 
page 2) ; and al so in the 
Western Cape. A boycott of 
white businesses continues in 
the Eas tern Cape and othe r 
areas. 

Most importantly , the 
South African National 
Union of Mineworkers has 
called strike action from 25 
August, is supporting the 
boycott of white businesses, 
and will call a national strike 
should Botha repatriate 
''foreign'' workers. 

Big business and the im
perialist powe rs ha ve 
recognised the regime's 
"need" for the state of 
emergency, but are fearful 
that it too-like half-hearted 
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Photos clockwise from top left: SA police patrolling black townships; President Botha; London 
rally in June, to commemorate the 25th anniversary of Sharpeville. 

"reforms"-will only fan 
the flames of revolution . 

\Vithin the regime, and 
among the big capitalists , 
there is clear di vision , confu
sion and uncertaint y. In th e 
same speech President Bot ha 
warn ed tha t it may be 
necessary to extend th e state 
of emergency to Natai , he 
also stated that he personally 
"would like to lift the emer
gency regulations . •' 

Bubbling 
insurrect ion 

The mining companies are 
also bi tt erly di vided in their 
ap proac h to th e bla c k 
mineworkers' demands. One 
side argues rhat furth er con 
cessi ons will b<.' ta ken as a 
sign of weakness . The o ther 
side main tain s that , in the 
present cl imate , they cannot 
be avoided. 

"Now, with the country's 
state of emergency" com
ments the Financial Times (6 
August), ';in which pol ice 
and army unit s a re stretched 
in holding down the bubbl
ing insurrection in many of 
the nation' s blac k 
to\\ nships. police action to 
quell mine labour disputes 
would seem to be out of th e 
question . 

'' Anglo-American , SA 's 
largest mining house ... be
lieves that military action to 
quell mine di sturbances 
would necessitate large-scale 
mobilisation of army 
reserves. Thi s would be 

widel y interpreted as proof 
that SA 's unrest was increas
ingly out of control " . 

At the same time that the 
murderous poli ce and arm y 
rampage in the townships. 
the regime "leaks" promises 
of further "reforms"-the 
restoral of SA citi zenship to 
those in the " independent" 
Bantustan s; " multi-racial " 
regional government struc
tures; a fre sh " look " at the 
pass laws; appointment , of 
Africans to the President 's 
Council. 

But , as the more far
sighted capitali st spokesmen 
point o ut, these will not halt 
the movement either: a sec
t ion of big business and im
perialism is calling for even 
mo re' ' drasti c" meas ures of 
re fo rm. 

The fundamental problem 
for the ruling class is that the 
oppressed will be content 
with nothing less than one
person-one- vote in a unit a ry 
South A f ri ca-beca use 
nothing less than majorit y 
rule will give working people 
the power to solve t he pro
blems of poverty wages. 
homeless ness, jobles sness , 
and all the other burdens 
heaped on them by apartheid 
and capitalism. 

But one-person-one-vote 
in a unitary state is, for these 
reasons preci sel y, a non
negotiable issue not only for 
the regime but for every sec
tion of the capitalist class; 
and they have stated so 
repeatedly. All those who are 
calling for " negotiations" 

with representati ve black 
leaders have an agenda 
which involves new forms of . 
di vis ion ("federalism" , etc), 
to protect capit a list power 
and white pri vilege . 

Any black leader-such as 
Gat sha Buthelezi in Natal , 
who has also defended the 
sta te of emergency-who 
declares hi s willingness to 
compromise on the issue of 
one-person-one- vote in a 
unitary· state will lose mass 
credibilit y and, thereby, the 
power to bring the move
ment to a hal t in the interests 
o f the bosses. 

South Afri ca is presentl y 
bu zzing , according to th e 
media , with rum ou rs that 
Mandela will be rel eased . 
'' Progress ive" capitalist s 
and their representati ves are 
certainl y urging this. 

Nelson Mandela 
Unquestionabl y, just as 

the banned African National 
Congress is th e organisation 
under whose banner the 
masses are struggling to 
unite to carry through the 
political and social tran sfor
mat ion of South Africa, so 
the long-imprisoned 
Mandela is its most popular 
leader. Hi s release would be 
greeted with overpowering 
enthusiasm. 

But, like every leader in 
the country, a freed Mandela 
would face the key issue: 
either capitali sm, enforced 
by the existing (white) state 
machine, or the struggle for 

democracy and sociali sm. 
No single leader will end 
poverty wages or provide 
jobs for all without a revolu
tionary struggle led by the 
working class to defeat and 
dismantle the state, replace 
it by a democratic workers' 
stat e, and end the power of 
the capitalist monopolies. 

Mandela 's rel ease would 
bu y but a brief time-only 
rou sin g expectations and 

· th en unleashing a mass 
mo vement ten or a hundred 
times bi gger than its present 
dimensions . 

At the same time the 
release of Mandela , with all 
it s implications, would fuel 
th e fires of white reaction
where alread y there is grow
ing unease among whites at 
the regime' s inability to con
trol the situation. 

Thus the regime will be ex
tremely reluctant to release 
Mandela now. As the SA 
Financial Mail (2 August) 
al so states. " What the 
government fears most , it 
seems, is that the uncondi
tional release of Mandela 
and the unbanning of the 
ANC will have a snowball 
effect that will severel y limit 
the time required for slow 
and painless 'evolution' 
from white minority rule to 
broadly shared rule, in 
cluding blacks". 

It is a magnificent move
ment spearheaded by the 

militant orgauised working 
class , and rallying around it 
the additional courage and 
ingenuity of the youth, 
which has reduced the South 
African ruling class to their 
present degree of impasse. 
Yet their state machine re
mains a formidable one, and 
neither it nor the ruling class 
is )'et irreparably divided or 
paralysed . 

What will take the move
ment forward to victory is 
not the expectation of 
reforms from "progressive" 
capitali sts, nor the search for 
a negotiated solution with 
the ruling class, but clear 
class poli cies fo r democracy 
and sociali sm. In tim e,- thi s 
can also open up class dil·i
sions among the whit es, and 
split away or neutralise thi s 
social base of the state and 
the bosses. 

Today the struggle of the 
mineworkers, a rall ying 
point fo r the fightba ck 
against the state of emergen
cy . is pointing the way for
ward. Just over th e hori zon 
now , before the end of the 
1·ear, could at last come the 
form ati o n of a new federa
t io n o f democrat ic trade 
un io ns, uniting the heavy 
battalions o f the organised 
11orkers . 

Socialist ANC 
programme 

Around a clear class pro
gramme the new federation 
could become a huge fortress 
of the struggle against apar
theid and capit alis m. The 
struggle to mobilise into it s 
rank s the uno rg ani sed 
workers could be a powerful 
rall ying point for the youth 
movement. 

On the solid basis of the 
working class organised in 
the trade unions there can be 
built , clandestinely and then 
openly, a mass Afri can Na
tional Congress on a socialist 
programme that can in time 
defeat the regime and the 
bosses. 

The state of emergency 
cannot , against a movement 
stronger than ever before, 
open up a period of reaction 
and repression su ch a s 
followed Sharpeville in 1960. 
At worst, if opportuniti es 
are not taken by the move 
ment, there can be tem
porary setbacks and a lull. 

At the same time , the ug
ly side of the recent events in 
Natal pro vides a small 
glimpse of the fut ur e 
nightmare that could be 
opened up by a failure to 
unite the working class 
around a revolutionary pro
gramme at the head of all the 
oppressed . 

In the future, if a power
ful movement is not united 
around clear class policies, 
th e spectre opens up of an 
anarchi c civil war between 
white racists and the black 
majority , with the tops of 
the state machine powerless 
to restore control or prevent 
their own ranks from plung
ing in on the side of white 
reaction . 

The working class and the 
youth have the interest and 
the power to forestall such a 
catastrophe, through a deter
mined struggle for revolu
tionary mass organisation 
around the internationalist 
programme of Marxism . 
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SOCIALISTS WITH long 
memories will have raised 
their eyebrows at the Com
munist Party's paper, the 
Morning Star over the past 
few weeks, as it turns its 
hand to various 'anniver
sary' articles. History can be 
so cruel. 

Stalinism then and now : left, The Daily Worker in the war, giving full backing to 

The 24 Jul y edition carried a 
gushing biography of Lord Fenner 
Brockway. The article (by Kay 
Beauchamp of Liberation) called 
Lord Brockway "our dear friend'' , 
applauding hi s "determination to 
challenge the murderous ideas of 
racism and imperialism''. Explain
ing how he had "devoted his life 
to ending the Briti sh Empire" it 
outlined hi s life' s work for 'peace, 
colonial freedom and anti
imperialism ' from the 1920s to 
present. 

imperialism's war aims (complete with picture of General Montgomery) and the The Morning Star last week • . wringing with pacifism. 

But there was one omino us 
gap- the second world war. Not 
sur pris ingl y the CP would like to 
forget this litt le hiccup. For 43 
years ago Brockway was not their 
" dear friend " but the target of the 
CP ' s bitt er invec ti ve as they lept to 
the defence of the Churchill coal i
tion go vernment. 

British capitalism and the war aims 
of the Churchill government. 

One of the most infamous in
cidents of this period was the Car
diff East by-election of 1942 . With 
the Labour Part y in Churchill 's 
coalit ion, they had an agreement 
not to stand against sitting Tory 
MPs. The election of Cardiff East ' s 
MP, Tory War Mini ster Sir James 
Grigg , should have been a formali
tv. H owe ver, th e Independent 
Labour Part y , who opposed the 
war mainly from a pacifist posi tion 
and attacked Briti sh Imperiali sm' s 
ulterior motives, decided to fight 
Grigg. Th ei r ca ndidate was Fenner 
Brockway. 

pacifism. The Daily Worker, (23 
December 1942) even described the 
aims of the Peace Pledge Union 
(the peace movement of the t ime) 
a s "on lines closely parallelling 
those of Nazi poliq". 

Britain and Russia in the fight 
against fascism". British Im 
perialism, the brutal oppresso r of 
the Indian masses for 200 years had 
overnight become their guardians 
of freedom. 

war to a speedy conclusion." 
Unlike the true Marxists based 

around the paper Socialist Appeal 
in 1945 (see last week' s Militant, 
page I 0) , the CP were amongst 
those hoodwinked . Their paper. 
the Daily Worker , said after 
Hi roshima : " . .. valuable lives in 
the Allied Nations will have been 
saved by the new discovery". And 
after Nagasak i: "The use of the 
atom bomb has mercifully shorten
ed the war. with a consequent sa,·
ing of human life". 

Sir James fou:1d an unlikely 
group of can\·assers !n his election 
campaign. The South Wales CP 
mobili sed , turning their 'enom on 
Brockway. Their election ~ logan 
was: "A vote for Brockwa~· is a 
vote for Hitler•·. 

The CP' s conclusive e,·idence to 
the Cardiff workers was: "Far bet
ter vote for Sir James Crigg , the 
honest capitalist, than a false 
socialist". 

With the Stalinist leaders of the 
CP tied to the Moscow line, the 
1930s and '40s saw the party carry 
out spectacular political sumer
sa ults. From opposing Hitler and 
fascism in the 1930s, they found 
themselves tied in theoretical knot s 
with the Hitler / Stalin pact of 1939. 
With the im·asion of Russ ia in 1941 
t h e ~- back flipped again, ~ ettling 
do"·n to unconditional support for 

Th is infuriated the Communist 
Part y. Unlike the cooing doves of 
peace in the CP today, the wartime 
'Communists' had no time for 

In one scurrilous leaflet thev 
claimed Brockway's policies \\OUid 
"endanger the lh·es of our lads in 
the forces"; that Brockway " com
petes with Hitler in his lying attacks 
on Stalin·' ; and n ·en that: 
"Brockwa~- wants freedom for In
dia , but does not explain th::t In 
dia can only be free by joining with 

The CP took similar hair-rai sing 
positio ns following the dropping of 
the Hiroshima and Nagasa ki 
bom bs. Yet last week the Morning 
Star (6 August) had the gall to pro
ciaim : "iVIost people at the time ac
cepted the storY put out bv the US 
m ilit ary that p resented thi s 
massacre as a so n of boon that 
could <a,·e thousa nds a nd 
thou sa nd '> of Ji,·es by bringing the 

Oh how tim e~ change. But ,,-hile 
today 's Stalin ist s bland I\' re1Hite 
history, little h a ~ changed about the 
totally un- \l ar\ i<t nature of the 
'Communist Parr''. 

By Bob Wade 

Send us your views, comments or criticism . Write to Militan t , 
3/ 13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB 

Nuclear threat 

Dear Comrades, 
Over the last t11·o eve n

ings . having \latched both 
War Game and Threads I 
can quite imagine ''hY War 
Game was not shown in 1964 
''hen it was origi nally made. 
Not because it was too 
" upsetti ng", bu t because of 
the effect it wou d ha,·e had 
on ,,·orking peop le. the 
labour mo,-ement espe, ially. 
To ha ve 'ieen how the ruling 
class ,,-ill act in such a si tua
ti on \\·ou ld have had an 
enormous effect o n the con
sciousness of workers in 
general. 

But what a complet e con
demnatio n of cap itali s t 
socie i v these two film s are . 
Knowing all the conse
quences of such a war, these 
ruling class lunatics are still 
flexing their nuclear muscles. 

In 1983 during the general 
election, Ben Ford the right 

On the 
other side 

Dear Comrades, 
It is interesting that in the 

time of a recession how 
Thatcher can give the heads 
of the armed forces a £450 a 
week wage rise and an extra 
£212 for the Judges. 

The other side of the na
tion lives differently. Sal ford 
is one of the poorest parts of 
Manchester with over 60 per 
cent unemployment. Crime 
and alcoholism are part of 
everyday life. 

Whilst in the local, I heard 
the barmaid saying bow she 
had to pawn her wedding 

win2 traitor who stood 
agai;st the Labour candidate 
in Bradford North , com 
mented of Militant sup
porters that we ,,·ere " not 
normal ", that we \Yere 
alw avs "out there politik
ing•·: \Vel! the reason that 
we are ah,ays "'out there 
politiking" is preci>e!:.- for 
the reasons demonstra ted 
graphically in these two 
films. 

W e know the choice fac
ed bv the working class : 
sociali sm or nuclear an
nhiliation . But we also know 
that lapel badges and posters 
in the window are not 
enough. \Vorking people 
must not on ly be awakened 
to the threat of nuclear war 
and its consequences, but 
also to the tasks which mu st 
be accomplished in order to 
a vert such a wa r. 

Yours f ra tern a 11 y 
Greg Moran 
Bradford North CLP 

ring that day so that she 
could feed her children. 

Also a girl was telling my 
flat mate that every day she 
puts a saucer of milk plus 
some breadcrumbs out at 
night for the cats. When 
opening the door for work in 
the morning she found local 
kids eating the milk and 
breadcrumbs. 

The gulf between the rich 
and poor is getting forever 
larger. The sooner we get rid 
of these rich parasites the 
better. 

Yours fraternally 
Robert Marshall 
Salford LPYS 

Private 
keep out! 

Dear Comrades, 
I am nearly 70 years o ld 

and was brought up in a 
small Kent \·ill age and ha' e 
frequently ,· isited the Isle of 
Sheppey. sin ce lon g before 
the war. 

Imagine m,· surprtse last 
week when I ''ent to walk to 
the top if the island . I '"as 
confronted by a group of 
'erv arrogant tennis players 
together \Yith a warden in a 
yellol\· Land Ro,·er with two 
fierce dogs. The tip of the 
island was completely block
ed off by gates and barbed 
wire . 

Apparently the sma ll 

M ass support f or nuclear disarmament on a CND demonstra
tion. 1981 . Photo: Militant . 

Hungry for 
profit 

Dear Comrades, 
The press is interested in 

Live Aid. It sells papers. 
More importantly so are 
millions of working people , 
distressed by the horrors that 
television and Live Aid have 
highlighted. 

In 1984 nearly 5 million 
African children died from 
lack of food and deseases 
related to famine or by an in
ability to fight illneses like 
measles . They have lost the 
fight started the moment 
they a re born. 

T hatcher tells us how 

much her government ha s 
done. But they allow 
tl1ousands of tonnes of 
potatoes to be dyed red and 
made inedible in Britain . Her 
system and the rest of the 
EEC a llow ed:- 41 
cauliflowers , 75 1/ , lbs of 
tomatoes, 3,1701bs of ap
ples, I ,358lbs of oranges, 
438lbs of peaches etc to be 
destroyed by the EEC every 
minute in 1982-3. 

People dying? Oh dear . 
People cannot afford to by 
food? Tough . Le.t the free 
market decide . Feelings and 
caring cannot come before 
profit. 

Yours fraternally 
Garry Freeman 

S'llartering Ot rathe r grOtt\ 
lit•le d1\e1lings there ha,·e 
bee•1 taken o,·er b\' a pri' ate 
O\l·n,'r , and are no,,· call ed 
the SPell sea P ri,·ate Esta te. 
I fu ll~ understa nd people 
" ·anting to protect thei r pro
perty in th is \·iolent age but 
I ,,·as giYer, to understand in 
no uncertain term s by it
guardians th at it ''as more a 
case of ' th em' and ' us.' 

It ,,·ould be interesting to 
know if the,- can pre,·em 
people from just 11alking 
th rough. I Ji,·ed on a pri,ate 
estate fr>r year' but '' e ne,·er 
pre,·ented an\·one walking 
th rough. I ha\ e alwa\'S wa lk
ed b\· the se houses in the 
past - for \·ears and year ;; 1 

Your <; fraternally 
Alfred \-lartin 
Kent 
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A dead cert 
GREVILLE JANNER Labour MP for Leicester 
West, is a keen writer on industrial legislation. Writ
ting in this month's Mind Your Own business 
magazine, he explains that through the Employers 
Liability (Defective Equipment) Act, bosses are 
liable for any injuries to their workforce caused by 
defective machinery, Or as Mr Janner puts it:'' Any 
employee injured or killed by defective plant or 
equipment supplied at work is on a marvellous 
wicket.'' 

Onward christian socialists 
TEN SALVATION Army workers at its centre in 
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne have joined the Transport 
and General Workers Union. Meanwhile the Lin
coln Theological college which trains Church of 
England ministers has set up a Labour Club and 
affiliated to the National Organisation of Labour 
Students. 

Black sections support grows 
NEW LIFE, the country's main Asian weekly 
reports on 26 July: "The black sections movement 
has an unlikely ally in its fight for recognition and 
power .. . At what a press statement from the N a
tional Front's head office call 'the extraordinary 
branch meeting of the Enfield and Barnet NF on 
10 July' an undoubtedly quite extraordinary mo
tion was proposed and passed. In admirably logical 
NF fashion, it stated that: 'This branch welcomes 
the establishment of black sections within the 
Labour Party as the first stage in the re-allignment 
of British politics on racial lines . .. ' 



LAST WEEK, Peter Jarvis, 
right, a member of London 
Region NGA, outlined the 
dangers that face the print 
unions and the closed shop 
arising from new technology 
and the aftermath of the 
Stockport Messenger 
dispute. In part two this 
week, Peter J arvis looks at 
the need for trade union uni
ty and public ownership of 
the industry. 

UNITY IS strength has 
always been the watchword 
of the trade union move
ment. This common aim 
alongside the development of 
industrial technique has over 
the past century led to 
amalgamation and regroup
ment of trade unions. 
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Print industry in crisis 

Print workers with journalists in the mass picket of the Nottingham Evening Post, after the owner, Pole-Carew, sacked 
28 journalists who supported the 1978/79 NUJ strike. Pole-Carew has now been brought in by Murdoch's News Inter
national to oversee the group's transfer to new works. Photo: Militant. 

capitalism. All the major 
newspapers are owned and strictly 
controlled by big business. 

By 1983 the three major 
newspaper barons, Maxwell, Mur
doch and Matthews controlled 83 
per cent of national Sunday paper 
circulation and 75 per cent of na
tional daily circu lation . 

The value of the media is not 
measured by the capitalist class in 
profit. Indeed the chairman of the 
National Publishers Association in 
1982 pointed out the the national 
press made a net loss, bolstered on
ly by profits in the multi-nationals' 
other areas of investment. Clearly, 
ownership of the media is used for 
political influence. 

This has been the case for the 
print industry. As far back as 1907 
the TUC were urging amalgama
tion of the small craft unions in the 
print trade-at that time there were 
27 separate print unions. This pro
cess has taken place. and today 
there are three main union s; the 
Nati0nal Graphical Asso-ciation , 
the Societ\ of Graphical and Allied 
Trades '82, and the National Union 
of Journali sts. 

The arrival of new technolo2.v 
demands thi s process continues, 
wi th the three union s 
amalgamating or at the ve ry least 
formulating a common policy. Yet 
instead we find the leaders of these 
unions hurling abuse at each other 
and even undermining each other' s 
strength and threatening the ex
istance of the closed shop. 

The presses fall silent at the Sun during the strike in support of the Stockport six in 1983. Photo: Militant. 

Where is the press freedom in a 
situation where all the national 
dailies have a hostility to the labour 
movement bodering on hys teria , 
yet the TUC representing over 10 
million workers has no national 
daily voice? 

Of course there are genuine fears 
amongst the various union 
members. Amalgamation or a joint 
plan raise questions of differing 
union structures, reallocation of 

work under new technology etc; all 
areas that need to be thrashed out 
between the three unions . But thi s 
elementary step has been stopped 
dead by the bureaucratic interests 
of the various union leaderships. 
They all think they can gain ever 
the other unions with the introduc
tion of new technology. To add to 
the confusion, the right-wing 
leaders of the electricians union , 
the EET!?U, are encroaching into 
the print industry, offering no
strike deals to the newspaper 

DESPITE GOVERNMENT denials at the time that the miners' strike 
was having an effect, financial reports show the year long strike cost 
the government billions of pounds. Losses incurred were £2.22 billion 
to _t~e electricity board mainly through burning oil instead of coal; 
Bntlsh Steel £180 million; British Rail £250 million· the coal industrv 
itself £1,200 million; lost income tax £290 million;' police costs £200 
million; and social security extra payments £50 million. The strike 
worsened the balance of payments by £4 billion and reduced national 
output by over one and a quarter per cent. 

THE BIG four banks-Barclays, Lloyds, Midlands and Nat West
have announced record profits of £1.2 billion. They explain the massive 
~ 16 per cent increase in pre-tax profits is through high interest rates, 
mcreased bank charges, new bank services and the cutting of staff 
through new technology. 

bosses, notably Eddie Shah. 
The miners' strike if nothing else 

should have impressed on these 
leaders the need for unit y. The ex
perience of the trade unions under 
the Thatcher go\ernment is that no 
union can stand and fight alone. 

Every print worker must demand 
that the unions come to!Zether to 
plan a common strategy. Ap
proaches must be made at chapel 
lev~l to formulate a united front on 
the shop floor. 

The i1eed for unity is nowhere 
greater th;m on Fleet Street. Enor
mous problems are rapidly 
developing . 

Pole-Carew 

The notorious print union buster 
of the 1970's Pole-Carew, former 
owner of the Nottingham Post, has 
now been brought in by Rupert 
Murdoch's News International em
pire (owners of the Sun, Times, 
News of the World etc) to plan its 
new London paper and oversee 
moving its printing site to Wapp
ing in the East End . Here, SOGAT 
have said they are willing to discuss 
production and distribution of the 
paper without the agreement of the 
NGA, because they say the NGA 
are demanding complete control of 
the machine room . 

Similar inter-union rows could 
develop on Fleet Street. Maxwell is 
planning to spend £100 million on 
the Mirror Gro•1p . The Daily 
Telegraph has raised £110 million 
from the City to move to a new site 
on London's docklands. Associat
ed Newspapers (the Daily Mail 
group) plan to move to a new plant 
in Surrey, costing £100 million. 

The dangers are obvious. With 
millions at stake the newspaper 
barons will be determined to try 
and break the unions, leaving them 

open to introduce new technology 
at their new sites, slashing jobs, 
driving down wages and conditions 
to boost their profits. They will 
find their task made all the easier 
if the three unions continue to stab 
each other in the back, rather than 
uniting to defend all print workers ' 
interests. 

It appears that the union leader
ships think that if they co-operate 
with the bosses they will be able to 
scramble to the top of the pile . If 
unions like the NUJ, SOGAT and 
now the EETPU think they can 
squeeze out the NGA to increase 
their own industrial strength , they 
are gravely mistaken. The bosses 
have no union favourites, they 
want rid of all unions . If they suc
ceed in breaking a well organised 
and strong union like the NGA 
they will be in a far stronger posi
tion to come back and pick off the 
remaining unions. 

While unity is essential in defen
ding jobs the introduction of new 
technology brings another aspect 
sharply into focus: ownership q.nd 
control of the print industry . 

The arrival of the microchip 
should mean a massive expansion 
of the industry and the ability to 
drastically reduce working hours . 
Yet under capitalism, as with other 
industrie5 new technology will 
bring massiv~ redundancies and 
just more proflc'> for the establish
ed owners. 

However , unlike with other in
dustries, the labour movement has 
often shied away from the demand 
of public ownership of the printing 
industry. The fear often raised is 
would nationalisation encroach on 
free speech? It is a fear the 
capitalist class play on, often prat
tling on about the 'freedom of the 
press' . 

It must be understood that there 
is no real press freedom under 

Workers control 
The labour movement has in

creasingly tried to combat this bias. 
The print unions as we saw in the 
miners' strike have used the 
strength of its closed shop to stop 
the publication of the more 
outrageous articles. Last week saw 
the television unions hold a one day 
strike to fight the government's at
tempt at censorship of a BBC 
programme. 

But while these actions are to be 
applauded the print and media 
unions cannot be expected to keep 
the media barons permanently in 
check with perpetual industrial ac
tion . A free and democratic press 
can only be achieved when the prin
ting resources are taken out of the 
ruling classes ' hands through 
nationalisation. 

This does not mean that the Dai
ly Mail as such would be taken over 
and ordered to write 'socialist 
stories'. it is the industry's facilities 
that must be nationalised and then, 
under a democratic socialist system 
with the industry under workers 
control, access to all the press and 
media facilities could be allocated 
to groups within society in propor
tion to the support they have. 
Similarly, nationalisation under 
workers control and management 
can guarantee jobs using new 
technology to cut the working week 
and, through opening up access to 
the media to whole new sections of 
society, a massive expansion of the 
industry. • 

New technology poses the 
greatest threat and the greatest 
challenge to the print unions. If we 
stand divided we will fail. If we 
unite we can win . 
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INDUSTRIAL REPORTS . - -

Caretakers . . 
JOin up 

THE DISPUTE involving 
Tower Hamlets caretakers 
against the local Labour 
council is over- at least for 
the moment. The dispute 
was referred to the London 
councils' dispute committee 
and the council have been 
told to take the caretakers 
back on their old conditions, 
pending negotiations. 

The dispute began when 
the·council attempted to im
pose a 16 hour increase in the 
working week with no in
crease in pay-when the 
caretakers refused to work 
these new rotas they were in 
effect locked out. 

The dispute was solid 
throughout-even after a 
month without pay there was 
not a single man prepared to 
go back on the basis of the 
management's offer. 

The local LPYS were very 
active in the dispUle in rais
ing money for the hardship 
fund and in organising 
public activity, so the 
caretakers could ex plain to 
tenants what the dispute was 
about. 

Tower Hamlets council 
agreed to comply with Tory 
spending targets and now the 
implications of that decision 
are becoming clear. They are 
forced into making cuts in 
jobs and services and are 
searching for just orie sign of 
weakness among their 
workers and they will pile in . 

One result of this dispute 
which the ·council didn't 
count on has been the effect 
it has had on the caretakers 
themsel ves. Twelve have 
joined the Labour Party so 
far to kick out the coun
cillors repsonsible for these 
attacks and replace them 
with people who are 
prepared to fight the Tories . 

By Dave Fryatt 
(Bethnal Green and 

Stepney LPYS) 

Hadden 
Costello 

ONE-THIRD of the work
force is still out at the 
Hadden-Costello shop com
ponents' firm in Leicester in 
the two month old strike. 

The dispute was sparked 
off in June by management 
withdrawing union recogni
tion and locking out the 
workers. The management 
have since taken on casual 
labour at much higher rates 
of pay than normal. One of 
the strikers who has been 
with the firm for 12 years 
was paid £80 per week-yet 
one of the casuals started on 
£90. Collections have been 
undertaken by the strikers, 
in the city centre every week. 

The sacked workers are 
suffering intense hardship 
after two months on strike. 
Financial support is urgent
ly needed if the workers are 
not to be driven back to 
work. Please send donations 
to: Haddon-Costello Strike 
Fund, c/ o Leicester 
Unemployed Workers' Cen
tre, Charles Street, Leicester. 

By Adrian Schwartz 
(Leicester West LPYS) 

Hackney- worker reinstated 

Black and white Hackney council workers rally to defend the council during the anti-rate-capping 
campaign earlier this year. Photo:Andrew Wiard (Report) 

THE STRIKE at Hackney 
council Department of 
Technical Services ended last 
week on 7 August. As a 
result of the strike, the 
suspension threat to one 
worker which caused the 
strike was lifted, and for the 
first time there have been 
talks between management 
and unions as to what con
stitutes grounds for 
dismissal. 

The worker was suspend
ed for alleged racist abuse. 
As Militant reported last 
week, the black worker in
volved did not want the mat
ter taken further and the 
general feeling of the 
workforce was that it was an 
isolated incident as tempers 
flared in an argument. 

Yet management bypassed 
relevant procedures and 
suspended the worker. As 
far as the workforce was 
concerned, management had 
used the incident as a screen 
to carry through their real 
policy of testing out the 
workers , looking for soft
spots for possible future 
cutbacks. 

Both black and \vhite 
workers came out on strike 
and picketed the depot, join
ed by black and white 
members of NALGO on the 
DTS section. 

Ho wever, the dispute was 
marred by the decision of 
Hackney NALGO branch 
meetine. not to back the 
strik e. Certain elements said 

the strike was racist , without 
hearing arguments tr the 
contrary, while one in
dividual from Hackney 
Commission for Racial 
Equality even went as far to 
sav NALGO members 
sh~uld cross the picket-a 
stab in the back to the black 
workers manning the picket 
lines . 

Confused and uninformed 
about the real issues, the 
meeting said the DTS 
NALGO members should 
lift their picket. 

As a result the DTS fitters, 
around whom the dispute 
hinged, feeling that a racial 
slur was being cast over the 
dispute and withoUl backing 
from NALGO , decided to 
return to work . Even so, the 
strike had the desired effect 
and management lifted the 
suspension and opened 
discussions on procedure. 

It would be wrone. to 
blame the majority- of 
NALGO members for what 
happened, and it is certainly 
wrong that NALGO memb
ers resign from the union in 
anger , as is beginning to hap
pen at the DTS. Not only 
should they remain in the 
union but e.et active in it s 
organisatio~ to ensure that 
those unin formed element s 
are kept in touch with 
realit y. 

By Tim White 
(Hackney South and 

Shoreditch LPYSl 

Islington-keep racists out of workplace 
OVER 400 staff working for 
Islington council in North 
London in the local 
'Neighbourhood offices ' 
have been on strike from 5 
August. 

They are protesting at the 
appointment of a supervisor 
who had been found in 
breach of the council's Equal 
Opportunities Code . . This 
dispute has not dropped out 
of the blue as the press have 
tried to portray it. The 
staffs' union NALGO has 
been trying to force manage-

Photo: Jez Caulson 

ment and the council to take 
action against racists in the 
rent accounts section for the 
past 18 months. Arising out 
of this situation , the super
visor concerned, Vi Howell , 
was found guilty of racial 
abuse of one of the staff. 

Later the NALGO branch 
decided their members 
would not co-operate with 
such people if they were 
allowed by management to 
continue working in posts 
with contact with the public. 
However , when Howell was 

slotted into a post at the 
Quadrant Neighbourhood 
office, staff said they wo uld 
work with her if she agreed 
verbally to stand by the 
equality code and recognise 
the discriminatory nature of 
her actions in the past. She 
refused . 

Quadrant NALGO 
member s unanimou sly 
decided not to open the of
fice and a meeting of all 
Neighbourhood NALGO 
members voted 107 to fi ve to 
strike , such was the strength 

Telecom workers in NCI protest 
MEMBERS OF the National Communications Union held a 24-hour strike in 
protest at the sacking of a worker through NCI - 'Non Caupable lnefficien-

1 cy'. The NCI procedure introduced by management says workers who may 
'not be up to the job' but are not to blame can still be victimised. Following 
the sacking at Keybridge House in south London, the London South C~ntral 
External NCU branch set up picket lines and were supported by Westmmster 
NCU. 

of feeling on the issue. 
Similar action was taken by 
staff in other social serv ices 
sections. 

All NALGO are deman
ding is the relocation of of
ficers who have broken the 
code into areas where they 
do not work \\ith the public 
and that no one is disciplin
ed for takine. industrial ac
tion. All we -are demanding 
is the status quo. 

We think the present 
situation will be sufficient to 
bring home to 'left' Islington 

Labour councillors the gravi
ty of the situation and there 
are signs already that many 
councillors ha ve been taken 
back bv the strene.th of feel
iryg and are anxio~s to sett le 
the dispute . 

Messages of support and 
donations needed to: Dave 
Burn, NALGO secretary, 
153 Upper Street. Islington , 
London NI. 

By an Islington 
NALGO member 

Fight DHSS 
overtime threat 

LAST WEEK'S court 
decision on the 'Cotton 
case' was a setback for 
the government. Their at
tempts to pui time limits 
on people under 26 stay
ing in board and lodging 
accommodation while on 
the dole has been ruled 
illegal. 

It is g decision that 
must be pushed b y staff 
at DHSS offices so that 
those youth who have lost 
money in the past four 
weeks get their benefit 
reinstated. 

However, with staff 
shortages in local offices 
at present, the unions 
must make sure that this 
decision is not used bv 
management to try and 
bring in o vertime. 

About this time every 
year we see an increase in 
overtime so as to imple
ment the November in
creases in benefit. Offices 
up and down the country, 
especially in central Lon
don, have already got 

mass ive amounts of work 
outstanding. 

New technology will be 
coming into offices in the 
next few months w·hich 
will be seen as a v.a v of 
cutting staff levels. -We 
are expected to work 
overtime and then face 
staff cuts! 

The civil service unions 
must put pressure on 
management for increases 
in staff levels. This action 
has got to be fought for 
by the unions locall y. 

The government are 
still not prepared to 
anounnce the DHSS staf
fing cuts for next year
there can be no doubt 
there are to be yet more 
attacks on jobs. 

It is time now that the 
unions don ' t just fight for 
no overtime to be work
ed, but turn this into a de
mand for more staff so 
that a better service can 
be provided. 

·By a DHSS worker 
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INDUSTRIAL REPORTS 
Stelrad workers 
defend stevvards 

Steel mill faces axe 
WORKERS AT Stelrad, 
part of the Metal Box 
Company in Hull, rallied 
around to support two 
victimised stewards last 
week. 

A union actiViSt in our 
factory was recently moved 
to the far end of the site 
because he was a 'trouble 
maker. ' The stewards sent a 
letter tO management stating 
that unless he was returned 
to his normal place all 
negotiations wo uld be 
broken off. 

But at a further meeting, 
the convenor, on the instruc
tions of the full time General 
and Muncipal official told 
the stewards to drop the 
action-they refused . 

A dispute soon developed. 
Two stewards (regular 
readers of Militant) were ap
proached by managment for 
a meeting on a particular 
issue. They refused, sticking 
by the stewards' decision. As 
a result they were hauled 
before the management, 
with the convenor and full 
time official present, and 
suspended for three days . A 
mass meeting was held which 
agreed to hold a one day 

s trike in their support, 
against the 'advice' of the 
G&M official. 

When the two stewards 
returned from their. suspen
sion, they were again hauled 
up before management who 
demanded they withdraw 
their stewards' credentials 
for three years, or face the 
sack. 

Reluctantly it was decided 
to comply. While most of 
the shopfloor had shown a 
willingness to defend vic
timised shop stewards, we 
cou ld not be sure of the at 
titute of some stewards and 
the full time official, who 
was demanding a two-third s 
majority ballot before of
ficial backing could be given . 
Also management had pick
ed the right time-our two 
week annual holiday period 
was looming. 

This is an obvious attempt 
to 'test the water' before 
they launch further attacks 
on the union . Despite the 
current setback the active 
stewards will continue to 
fight for the membership 
and a union represents the 
real interests of the shop 
floor. 

Scottish NLACC conference 
31 August 

Madisons Playhouse, Edinburgh 
11 am-4 pm 

5 delegates per TU branch, 
2 per workplace 

Delegation fee £ 1 per delegate 
to: Peter Luke, 

1 4 Rosslyn Crescent, Edinburgh 

The doomed Gartcosh BSC strip mill in Coatbridge . 

IN A classic example of Tory 
double-talk, George 
Younger, the Scottish 
Secretary of State, revealed 
this week that the British 
Steel Corporation's Gart
cosh strip mill in Coatbridge 
is to close by March. 

Eight hundred workers 
there were subjected to the 
gloating of Mr Younger who 
said at a special press con
ference: "This is good news 
for Scotland and I am 
delighted". In an attempt to 
hide the closure details the 
Tories reported somewhat 
astonishingly that the axing 
of Gartcosh meant that 
Ravenscraig was now safe. 

The truth is that 
Ravenscraig has been ham
mered and the death-knell 
sounded for the entire Scot
tish steel industry. Three 
years from now, if Thatcher 
has her way, there will be no 
steel industry in Scotland. 

The closure notice was 
received with complete sur
prise by the unions at Gart
cosh who had recently 
witnessed the investment of 
£2 million in new machinery 
at the plant (completed in 
May) with cuts in the 
workforce, as part of a plan 
to keep the mill open. 

"We have been betrayed. 
George Younger is a traitor" 
was how Clive Lewis, ISTC 
regional official, greeted the 
news. The fact that to many 
this betrayal has long been 
predicted (especially by Mili
tant) does not alter the fact 
that this news is a body blow 
to steel workers. Fear of this 
announcement had led the 
steel men down many a blind 
alley in the past year or so. 
The praises bestowed on 
them by Thatcher were 
always mistrusted, but the 
folly of actions they were led 
into taking during the 

Morris workers sta out 
TWELVE WEEKS after 
being sacked, 35 members 
of the Furniture Timber 
and Allied Trades union 
at Morris's in Glasgow 
are still out. 

The st rikers , including 
nine apprentices, are fighting 
for a 39 hour week and 
union recognition. They also 
want conditions 
improved-last week one 
scab lost a finger in an 
accident. 

Three years ago the union 
members verbally agreed to 
increase, for a year, their 
working week by two and a 
quarter hours, to help the 
company through a ''sticky 
patch" . Their reward at the 
end of the year? They were 
told they would have to con
tinue working a 41 V. hour 
week and the union would 
not be recognised. 

Anger built up over the 
years, and three months ago 
the workforce voted in 
favour of walking out after 
working 39 hours. On at
tempting to leave the fac
tory , they found the 
millionaire owner Robert 
Morris waiting at the door 
with a 'heavy' and police . 
Despite knowing he would 
sack them, 29 walked out, 
joined by six others who 
refused to cross the picket 
line. 

There has been great sup
port from various unions, 
from the shipyards to the fire 
brigade, and the local LPYS 

Morris strikers march with local councillors by the Morris furniture factory in June. 

branches have been building 
support. During the general 
secretary election in the shop 
workers' union, USDA W, 
LPYS members established 
contact with the USDA W 
Broad Left. They have used 
these contacts to put Morris 
st rikers in touch with 
USDA W stewards-already 
one large store has refused to 

handle Morris goods as a 
result. 

LPYS members also 
helped organise the first 
mass picket of the factory. 

Appeals are also hoped to 
be made to Morris's other 
factory at Campsie, north 
Glasgow. If Morris wins this 
dispute then there can be no 
doubt he will launch an of-

fensive against the workers' 
rights at this factory. 

Further information, 
donations and messages of 
support to: Morris's dispute, 
FTAT, Carlton Place, 
Glasgow. 

By Dougie Blackstock 
(Hillhead LPYS) 
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miners' strike and after
wards can be clearly seen 
now. 

The Scottish steel workers 
have been disastrously con
ned by the British Steel Cor
poration and the government 
alike. The failure to give sup
port to the miners, the 'go
it-alone' policy adopted on 
last year's pay claim , an at
tempt to "prove" 
Ravenscraig' s economic 
viability by breaking produc
tion records, now makes sad 
and almost pathetic reading 
against a background of 
Tory lies and hypocrisy. 

The immediate effect of 
Gartcosh's closure will mean 
disaster for the Coatbridge 
area which alr.eady has an 
unemployment rate amongst 
the highest in Britain at 
around 32 per cent. Youth 
unemployment in the area is 
over 90 per cent. 

However, as long as the 

lessons can be learned and a 
proper leadership given, the 
fight is definitely far from 
over. Repairs have to be 
done, fences must be mend
ed in relations between the 
ISTC and other unions like 
the NUM and railway 
workers, it is true, but this is 
not impossible. The first 
steps can be taken at the 
special rally on the closure 
called by the Scottish TUC in 
Motherwell on 29 August. 

A real campaign, this time 
organised throughout the en
tire labour movement, can 
ensure the future of Gart
cosh and of the Scottish steel 
industry. 

Attacking the steel in
dustry has been a soft target 
in the past. But now this is 
a life or death issue for the 
West of Scotland's working 
class-a battle which can 
and must be won. 

''Mr Wonderful'' 
a disaster 

AFTER TEN weeks on 
st rike , workers at Silentnight 
bedding c-ompany are mo1 e 
determined than every to 
win . 

Th ey are particularly 
disgusted by the manage
ment's response at ACAS 
talks two weeks ago . The 
union, the Furniture, Timber 
and Allied Trades , has a 
clear case that a rise offered 
on basic rates should be link
ed to a rise for workers on 
the time rate per job system. 
B4t managing director Ar
thur "Beattie' s only answer 
was that management did 
not know how the piece-rate 
sc heme was to be worked 
out. 

When Thatcher visited 
Silentnight in 1983, she call
ed the chairman Tom Clarke 
"My Mr Wonderful", say
ing that what industry in this 
country needed was hun
dreds of Tom Clarkes . Such 

Black Caucus 
the Liverpool Post reporting 
that the meeting had been 
peaceful. 

These events have hardened 
the determination of the city 
council to hold its own public 
meeting in Liverpool 8 which 
will allow a genuine discussion 
free from physical harassment. 
The council must refuse to be in
timidated by a small, increasing-

brilliant management has 
reduced production to a 
trickle . 

Although the bosses are 
now trying to recruit a new 
work force, less than 1,000 
beds are being produced 
each week, and substandard 
beds are being returned. 
Normally around 14,000 
beds per week are produced, 
and 9 ,000 are needed just to 
break even . 

On Wednesday, 21 
August, a Militant Readers' 
Meeting will be held at 
7 ,30pm in the Civic Hall 
Barnoldswick. ' 

Messages of support and 
donations to: FTA T, 
Cravendale Branch no 92 
Strike Fund, cl o Mrs Ann 
King, 10 Rainhall Crescent, 
Barnoldswick, Colne, 
Lancashire. 

By Linden Stafford 
(Skipton Labour Party) 

Continued from 
back page 

ly lumpen group, unrepresen
tative of the black community. 

Once the issues are fully ex
plained, local people will be 
allowed to make up their own 
minds about this issue and, no 
doubt, will also back Liverpool 
council in its crucial struggle 
with the Tory government over 
finance and resources. 
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Scottish steel 
closure fight 

See page 15 

Bosses provoke 
BRITISH RAIL have decid
ed to sack 270 guards. The 
ultimatum was first an-

-nounced to the press as rail 
bosses extended their 
strategy of 'Management by 
provacation.' This is the 
most serious threat made by 
the board and it effects not 
just the guards but all 
railway workers. 

By Bob Russell 

Since July, British Rail 
have deliberately rostered 
driver only trains to see how 
far the NUR membership 
would go in defending jobs . 
The response has been effec
tive enough for management -
to take this unprecedented 
step. 

Strikes have taken place in 
every region , and over 500 
members are directly af
fected. The guards at 
Margham, Llanelli and 
Glasgow Central are all 
under threat and depots such 
as Westbury and Imm
ingham may f-ollow . 

Solidarity will be vital as 
the board's attitude hardens . 
At the Willesden no I branch 
they have called on the NEC 
to: "Organise immediate 
strike action as soon as the 
guards are sacked" . One of 
the branch members also 
stated that: "There should 
be no hesitation by the 
union, if people are sacked, 
in calling out all our 
members because the issue is 
now the right of the 
members to strike and also 
about how management 
could carry through changes 
without the agreement of the 
work force_ . _If the trade 

rail strike 

Guards from Glasgow Central on picket line. Photo: Rick Matthews (IFL) 

union allows sackings what 
will be our chance of doing 
anything?" 

Special branch meetings 
will have to be called to 
allow the members the 
chance to discuss their 
response to the sackings, 
already the board are trying 
to split the members with 
differently worded letters go
ing out to the older guards 
promising security of 
employment, if they return. 

Building support for the 
ballot should still go ahead 
as a means of complimenting 
the campaign, and if 
necessary other members 
should be balloted to take 
action. However, as one 

NUR member at Tinsley 
stated: "It's past the DOO 
issue now; it's the existence 
of this trade union that is 
now at stake . It ' s the same 
sort of situation the miners 
faced." 

Battles looming 
Already some of the 

regional managers are squar
ing up for a fight. At 
ScotRail they have declared 
that : "The dismissal notices 
are ready to go out". In the 
Strathclyde area, the 
Regional council have in
formed the NUR that grants 
will be stopped if they don't 
go back. What a disgusting 

attitude from a Labour 
authority. 

Picket lines are operating 
well, and with strike centres 
being set up the dispute 
looks set to escalate. Joint 
meetings of rail workers 
should be called to help build 
solidarit y and the Rail 
Federation. 

As a Glasgow guard put it: 
"We are fighting for our 
jobs and our future, and not 
just for the guards but for 
the workshops and the sta
tion staffs also . I couldn't 
visualise what would happen 
if they got away with this, 
twice as many jobs could go 
immediately" . 

Black Caucus assaults Derek Hatton 
SUPPORTERS OF the Liverpool 
Black Caucus have once again 
stooped to the disgraceful level of 
physical assaults upon a Labour 
councillor. 

properly. 
Also in the meeting a black woman 

was manhandled, forcibly removed 
and spat at b y Black Caucus 
supporters . 

Known supporters of Liverpool coun
cil accompanying Derek Hatton to the 
meeting, including black workers, 
were pointed out and and their entry 
barred, although it had been advertis
ed as a public meeting and pledges had 
been made that it would be orderly. 

There is also considerable anger at 
a disgusting BBC news item earlier the 
same evening which put a disgracefully 
biased picture of the city council's 
policy on race relations, including a 
police spokesman virtually blaming 
Sam Bond for any racial disturbances 
that may occur and lies to the effect 
that he had withhdd grants from a 
Somali group in Liverpool. 

At a meeting last Tuesday, organis
ed by the Merseyside Community 
Relations Council, run and steward
ed by Black Caucus supporters, Derek 
Hatton was viciously punched as he 
went into the meeting. 

Despite the assault, causing a 
bleeding ear, Derek decided to speak 
as he had been invited, to explain the 
City council's position on the appoint
ment of Sam Bond as race relations 
advisor . However, he was not allow
ed to speak and explain the case 

Supporters of the City Council who 
tried to speak were heckled and 
prevented from approaching the 
microphone, and many people left in 
disgust. 

Some Labour Party members 
believe Derek Hatton was 'set up' for 
the assault by the stewards of the 
meeting . Black Caucus supporters 
have on more than one occasion in the 
past been responsible for disrupting 
meetings and physically assaulting 
those who do not agree with them. 

Incredibly, after the meeting, the 
press continued the distortions, with 

Continued on page 1 5 
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titude; they do not take the 
union seriously. Negotia
tions are a farce . They arrive 
at the talks with their minds 
made up and expect us to 
make all the concessions. 
This is what the strike is real
ly all about". 

The strike is being called 
(legally) at 29 mines, but 
members at other mines have 
said they will support the ac
tion and if they do the union 
will support them. 

Thus the overwhelming 
majority of the half-million 
mineworkers could be drawn 
in. It is th is solidarity in the 
face of povert y-and oppres
sion that the mineowners 
fear-even while publicly 
they are proclaiming that 
most mine workers don't 
want the strike! 

The capitalist press is also 
suggesting that the union is 
weak because it has few 
financial resources and no 
strike fund . 

Significantly, in the wake 
of the NUM conference , the 
Minister of Manpower 
claimed that the mine 
disput e had " no connection 
wi th" the state of emergen
cv, that the government 
would not "get involved", 
and that employers and the 
union should settle their dif
ferences. Botha's threat to 
expel foreign workers, he im
pled , has been 
mi sunderstood. 

The regime is worried that 
its police and military are · 
already overstretched in 
township repression , and 
that it would be necessary to 
call up army reserves to 
crush a strike on the 
mines-which would be seen 
as a sign of the weakening of 
the regime. Mineowners are 
reported to be buying arms , 
ammunition and armoured 
cars to be used against the 
strikers. 

At the same conference, 
the NUM resolved to disaf
filiate from the Council of 
Unions of South Africa, and 
joined with the Federation of 
South African Trade Unions 
and a number of other 
unions in a statement pro
mising concerted union ac
tion against the state of 
emergency. The details , 
possibly including strike ac
tion, are to be announced 
later this month. 

Such joint action con
stitutes a solid lead to the 
fightback by the organised 
working class, but it also 
represents a d\!cisive new 
step towards the formation 
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of a single democratic trade 
union federation, long on 
the agenda, but continually 
delayed . 

International support for 
the struggle of the 
mineworkers is vital. 
Messages of support have 
already been sent from Bri
tain , including some from 
Labour Parties, trade unions 
and Labour MPs. 

The w·hole labour move
ment must send resolutions 
which: 
* Express its complete 
solidarity with the present 
struggle of the black 
mineworkers organised in 
the SA NUM for the full im
plementation of their 
demands by the Chamber of 
Mines; 
* Condemn the imposition 
by the apartheid regime of a 
state of emergency, which in
creases its powers to maim, 
torture and murder the ma
jority in struggle against 
apartheid and the capitalist 
bosses; 
* Give its fullest support to 
the democratic unions, the 
youth, the United 
Democratic Front, etc, in 
mass action in support of the -
SA NUM against the state of 
emergency , and for 
democracy and socialism . 

Miners , miners ' support 
groups, other trade union
ists, Labour Party , LPYS 
branches as well as in
dividuals with positions in 
the labour movement must 
respond urgently to this ap
peal , with messages and 
cash, to give the maximum 
encouragement to the SA 
mineworkers in the build-up 
to 25 August and after : 
Messages of support to: 
National Union of 
Mineworkers, PO Box 
10928, Johannesburg 
2000, South Africa. 

NUM bank account: 
Barclays ·Bank, Bree 
Street East, Johan
nesburg. No. 8001659294. 

Please Send copies of 
messages to: Federation 
of South African Trade 
Unions, 30 World Centre, 
48 Railway Street, Ger
miston 1401, South 
Africa. (Telex: 
5- 21682). 

I w ould like to donate 
£ p each· week 
/month to the fighting 
fund . 

I would like to sell _ _ 
papers per week 
(minimum 51 on a sale or 
return basis. 


