
LABOUR MP Dennis Skinner spoke for 
thousands of angry party and union activists 
when he opposed the NEC enquiry into Liver
pool District Labour Party and said that 
"there should be an enquiry into Johnson 
Matthey Banking, fraud at Lloyd's and the 
way the government is attacking working class 
people''. 

Never has the British 
capitalist system been so 
plagued with scandals. 
Billions of pourrds have 
been embezzled. The At
torney General has con
demned the "quite unac
ceptable" level of fraud 
in the City of London. 

The Labour Party has 
never had a better oppor
tunit y to expose the cancer 
wi thin capitalist society. Yet 
the NEC spends its time 
hounding Liverpool District 
Labour Party for its fight to 
provide jobs, houses and ser
vices for people in need. 

Suspended 
The alleged frauds in con

nection with Johnson Mat
they Bank alone amount to 
£ 1 billion (see centre pages) . 
Yet when the Labour MP 
who has done most to expose 
this racket, Brian 
Sedgemore, was suspended 
from the House of Com
mons, the leaders of the 
Labour Party voted for his 
suspension. 

Even greater sums are 
alleged to have been swindl 
ed at Lloyd 's of London , the 
w.oMtl's most fa mous in
surance underwriters. Even 
Tory MP's are alarmed at 
the delay in bringing charges 
against any of those involv
ed. Liberal MP David 
Penhaligon has expressed 
"outrage about how rarely 

By Pat Craven 

offences in the City lead to 
anybody landing up in jail" . 

Yet the Labour leaders 
seem more intent in charging 
their own party members in 
Liverpool who have been 
carryi ng out Labour policy 
and leading a fight against 
the Tory government for 
more cash for one of 
Europe's most deprived 
areas. 

In 1983, 324 cases of 
serious fraud were reported, 
but only 37 led to prosecu
tion . The Deputy Director of 
Public Prosecutions has 
blamed the difficulty in get
ting witnesses from the City 
institutions : "If the 
witnesses are somehow in
volved, even in the periphery 
of the case, then they are 
reluctant to assist. If they 
have skeletons in their own 
cupboards, as many of them 
have, they are extremely 
reluctant to give evidence." 

It is not just a few 
'criminals' involved in milk
ing the economy, but a 
whole system based on get
ting as rich as possible as 
quickly as possible . As Max 
Hastings put it in the Sunday 
Times: "The line between an 
active criminal and a sharp, 
clever practicti oner who 
commands admiration by 
building a fortune is so fine 
that most people in the City 
recoil from making moral 
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Stockbrokers scrambling to buy British Telecom shares. 
Insert : Liverpool City council, building houses for workers . 

judgements upon those 
around them" . 

.The whole system is sick 
to the core. The Church of 
England report on the inner 
cities recognises some of the 
gro tesque inequali ties in 
society today . The Tories 
complain at the cost of the 
mea sures it proposes, 
estimated to be about £4 
billion . But for one 'inner ci
ty' that is small change- in 
the City of London Foreign 
Exchange market , £34 
billion is traded every day . 

lmpossiblism 
What is needed is a fun

damental change in the way 
the country's wealih is 

distributed and used. Yet 
Neil Kinnock, talks of the 
"impossiblism" of providing 
even a guaranteed job for 
YTS leavers, a minimum 

Continued on back page 
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Liverpool LabotJr 

Group rally 

Defend Liver
pool's Labour 
councillors. Lift 
suspension of 
District Party 
See page 3 for details 

STOP PRESS ... STOP PRESS STOP 

THE LABOUR Party Young Socialists' budget has been 
slashed by £5,000, from £13,000 to £8,000. Every 
other section of the Labour Party has had its budget 
increased; the National Organisation of Labour 
Students' has had its budget raised from £12,000 to 
£14,000. 

These budgets have to be approved by the Finance 
Committee on 16 December. Send resolutions and let
ters of protest to 1 50 Walworth Road, London SE 1 7 . 

WITH FLEET Street 
baying for blood, backed 
up by Labour's right 
wing, Militant needs your 
financial support to fight 
back against the witch
hunt. 

This week we are ask
ing all readers to put 
every effort into raising 
cash to help our work. 
Make this week a special 
week of action on 
"finance for Militant" 

before taking tht 
Christmas break. 

Get out onto the streets 
with the paper. Tens of 
thousands of workers 
want to hear what we 
stand for. Use the witch

. hunt to build our support. 
Push up the paper 

sales, gather in the 
fighting fund and send in 
your £10 to help our work 
on Merseyside! 
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of c'onviction. The right wing have now even gone to the wing who are afraid of coming to office with any com-

1 n • Id I d lengths of circulating a step-by-step 'expulsion guide' to mitments to reform. Any demand to improve the lives 

qulry cou ea encourage the petty McCarthyites in the constituencies. and conditions of workers is 'impossibilism' to these peo-
At the NEC, USDA W president Syd Tierney warned pie. Indeed', within the narrow confines of sick British 

t 
Neil Kinnock that the party has not got the ttme for a capitalism permanent reforms are impossible. 0 mass purge purge. He referred to the 1950s, when there were inter- But Liverpool, and the Marxists in the party are a huge 
minable hearings and appeals and when the Labour Par- ' embarassment' precisely because they have fought sue-
ty regional staff spent all their time keeping dossiers on, cessfully for concrete reforms like jobs, houses and ser-

DESPITE ALL the reassurances that were given tr· the and "policing" their own members . He warned that a vices and because they advocate fundamental socialist 
Labour Party conference in 1983, it is now clear-as we return to those days would lose the next election but then change. 
warned-that the "inquiry" into Militant would upen the proceeded to vote for the inquiry. ' They are no less of a thorn in the side of the trade union 

-:·:· door to a widespread purge of party members . barons who have failed utterly to protect their members' :-:-:· 

. :·_ .:::_;:_~. th:~ 1~ef~~s: ~;~J:i~2i~:~:s~~~sf~ifi~~e1~ra~h~sar~~~~ u 1p~~t ~;hr~~e~~~~;~~~~ ~1bno~~:~~~~u~~e:~:r~~b;~~~~ ~~~~n~~!1~e;~v~~~~~iJya~f~~~~~i~a;:c0kna~~o~J~~ t;:~~ [ .~_.[·_~. ~. 
with the former leadership of Michael Foot and Jim Mor- P unge t e party mto ctvt war and could lose Labour the one achieved-one based on the Stonefrost report, 
timer, with the ' new right' gathered around Neil Kin- the next general election. including a rate rise and cuts. They have been left in the 
nock and with the s·oft left who desperately cling to their The Liverpool inquiry, whose 'findings' are already position of the blushing union negotiator who demand-
' left' credentials while supporting the expulsion of decided in advance, will not be taken lying down by the ed less than the employer was prepared to offer. 
socialists . labour mov~ment in Merseyside or elsewhere. A new What was also significant in the NEC decision was the 

The attack by the NEC on Liverpool District Labour purg~ and bureaucratic restrictions will not be accepted, fact that the 'left'-with a few notable exceptions-have 
Party is potentially more serious even than the expulsion espectally as they will be based on secret mischievous hear- caved in to pressure from the right . Many of those who 
of the Editorial Board, because it is intended to prepare say evidence. In the short term the only result of the fought and argued vigorously against the witch-hunt in 
the ground for a massive purge . suspension of the DLP will be to sabotage the council 1983 have slunk away or are openly backing expulsions . 

The expulsions in 1983, Mortimer warned the NEC by-election of 9 January, and the campaign to defend the But despite the wishes of the party leadership, they will 
"should not preclude Labour Party members fro~ councillors from the court. not succeed in establishing a regime of thought-control. 
reading, selling, purchasing or writing for newspapers in- Neil Kinnock's assertion that the future of Militant in 
eluding Militant". But now the right wing, emboldened If Neil Kinnock had consciously set out to cripple Liverpool is "bleak" and "short term, is almost 
b · Labour's electoral prospect in January and May he would 1 h bl 

y NEC actions, are using the sale of Militant as a pretext not have acted differently . As one of his aides said on aug a e. for expulsion. Marxist ideas are an expression of the concrete ex-
Granada TV, Kinnock "hates Militant more than he hates f · · · Right wing Labour MPs can be paid for writing in a h periences and political conclusions o ordmary workmg 
t e Tories" . To undermine the Marxists in the Labour f 1 d f Tory paper; people like Frank Chapple can get away scot- people. The ideas o Militant are not 'iso ate ' rom the 

free after supporting the SDP, but it is an offence Party , the leadership is prepared to 'play politics' with thoughts of such workers . No attempts to suppress those 
the jobs and livlihoods of hundreds of thousands . ' 11 punishable by expulsion to sell a socialist newspaper out ideas will ever succeed; on the contrary, Marxism wt 

Neil Kinnock has capitulated to the pressure of the right emerge strengthened. 

Liverpool party's anger 
over 'corruption' charges 

AT A time when Liver
pool Labour Party 
members are gearing 
themselves up for a by
election on 9 January and 
preparing to defend their 
councillors from the 
threat of surcharge and 
disqualification- also 
early in January-the 
Labour leadership have 
closed down the party. 

Party members will be ap
palled at this shameful ac
tion which will sabotage vital 
campaigns, while a kangaroo 
court dressed up as an "in
q.uiry" launches a witch
hunt. 

The enquiry, set up to in
vestigate the Liverpool DLP, 
is a forgone conclusion. All 
the members who sit on the 
inquiry team were among the 
21 NEC members who voted 
for it and they will be mak
ing up the rules as they go 
along. 

It is clear from their com
ments that they have already 
decided the " charges", the 
verdict and the sentence and 
only need the farce of an in
quiry to provide a pretext for 
expulsions . 

Vicious 
The most vicious, lying, 

scurrilous campaign that the 
Tory press has ever directed 
against the labour movement 
is now directed against Mili
tant . The leaders ;f the NEC 
and the Parliamentar y 
Labour Party have taken 
their cue from these rabid 
right wing papers, repeating 
the same lies about "in
timidation" and "corrup
tion" in LiverpooL 

"We know there has been 
political corruption'', Roy 
Hattersley parrots , "we 
know there has been literal 
corruption, particularly in 
terms of employment prac
tices . . . our inquiry is to find 
those responsible". 

Neil Kinnock has also 
dispensed with the pretence 
of impartiality: "It has been 
clear from a number of 
allegations made and from a 
specific report by the full 
time organiser that there is 
impropriety . . . our inquiry 

team will be to discover why 
these occurances have taken 
place" . 

But Liverpool has for a 
number of years established 
a practice whereby the DLP 
decides policy for the 
Labour Group and elects the 
leader, deputy and the com
mittee chairs. Often Labour 
councillors elsewhere bec
ome a law unto themselves 
once elected and become 
·remote or even contemp
tuous of district parties . 

The sheer size and degree 
of participation is proof of 
the health and vitality of 
Liverpool DLP. When it 
suits the right wing they con
demn Labour Party 
meetings that are ~'small " 
and "unrepresentative", but 
they are· equally able to turn 
on their heads and condemn 
meetings for being too large. 

Liverpool DLP has hun
dreds attending because it 
encourages wards and trade 
union branches to send 
delegates who play an active 
role. The allegations about 
visitors voting is completely 
spurious. At DLP "ag
gregate" meetings there are 
generally hundreds of 
visitors but these have no 
voice and have only a con
sultative vote after delegates 
have voted with their 
delegate cards. 

The DLP meetings are 
always conducted in the 
most fraternal fashion . No
one would deny that there 
are heated debates and 
strong words as in man y a 
party meeting but it is a 
disgraceful slur to suggest 
that any delegates are in
timidated. Every one of the 
delegates opposed to the 
DLP's policy has had more 
than a fair share of time to 
put arguments to the meet
ing, and most have done so. 

Peter Killeen, Labour Par
ty regional organiser, attends 
most of the DLP meetings 
and sits on the platform. He 
has not once objected to the 
chairman about proceedure 
or conduct. When asked at 
the last meeting if he did 
have any complaints, he 
curtly tol4 the hushed 
meeting that he would report 

"only to the NEC" . 
It is clear from these com

ments and those of the 
witch-hunters on the NEC 
that the inquiry will be bas
ed on secret allegations, in 
other words on spiteful 
gossip, tittle-tattle and lies , 
which the DLP and its 
members will get no chance 
to answer. Northern Irish 
" Diplock courts" have been 
brought into the party. 

Expulsions 
It will be on these most 

disgraceful grounds that 
Kinnock will almost certain
ly move to expel Derek Hat 
ton, deputy council leader , 
and Tony Mulhearn, DLP 
president and to change the 
rules of the DLP to minimise 
members' participation and 
influence. 

But Kinnock should be 
warned . There are hundreds 
and hundreds of good 
Labour Party members in 
Liverpool who will fight 
every inch of the way to de
fend the most democratic 
Labour party in the country. 

The 'jury' 
is picked 
WHO WILL sit on 
the inquiry team? 
-All eight members voted 
for it , and it has a clear ma
jority of right wingers with 
a proven track record of sup
porting witch-hunts. There is 
not one member of the 
team-even including the 
"!efts " - who can be relied 
upon to put up any 
resistance to the expulsions 
and a generalised attack on 
Militant . 

Betty Boothroyd MP 
(West Bromwich West), 
Tony Clarke (UCW), Eddie 
Haigh (TGWU), Neville 
Hough (GMBATU), C Tur
nock (NUR), Tom Sawyer 
(NUPE) , Audrey Wise, 
Margaret Beckett MP (Der
by South). 

John Cunningham, left, and Neil Kinnock, right, have made unfounded charges against Liver
pool Labour Party . Photo : Dave Sinclair . 

Labour NEC ends recorded vote 
WHILE THE inquiry into 
Liverpool is bad enough, the 
other decisions taken by 
Labour's National Executive 
Committee last week will in
furiate rank and file 
members. Worse still was the 
support given to the right by 
so-called left wingers. 

They voted to abolish the 
recorded vote at NEC 
meetings. Where as before 
any NEC member could de-

mand a recorded vote so the 
party membership could see 
how they voted, now, if an 
NEC member wants a 
recorded vote, it must be 
agreed by a majority. This is 
another step towards· abol
ishing rank and file accoun
tability over the leadership . 

The NEC also backed the 
expulsion of Gerry Dominey 
from the Isle of Wight 
Labour Part y. David 

Blunkett and Tom Sawyer 
supported the expulsion 
while Michae l Meacher 
abstained. 

But while the soft left and 
the right wing made it clear 
they would not tolerate 
Marxists in the Labour Par
ty, they agreed to "bending" 
the rules to allow individual 
members of the Union of 
Democratic Miners to re
main party members. 

Defend Militant's rights 
WORKERS' PAPERS have always faced MP for Glasgow Pollok. Militant has been } 
persecution by the ruling class and their col- penalised by the class bias of the legal system · · 
laborators in the labour movement. In 1912 weighted in favour of the rich, for the crime :;:; 

t
thhe TBsa

1
rihst a?kthorities impposded fhugebfineks.on of daring to put the workers' case.[_:_:::_~_::_ 

e o s ev1 paper, rav a or rea mg Like the Bolsheviks we are appealing to 
censorship laws. workers to get donations and collections .·.· 

In the space of two and a half years Prav- from their TU branches, work places and :::: 
da was suppressed eight times by the Tsarist Labour Parties to defend Militant. Do not :;;: 
government. Each time Russian workers let our crucial work of supporting workers ;::: 

r
1 
all~ed to defend their paper, and large col- in struggle and of defending ourselves from ::::::_.:_:::_·;::::~_:::::··. 
ectwns, were taken at workplaces and at witch-hunts, be underminded by the legal 

trade union meetings to pay the fines and en- costs we have to pay. 
sure Pravda could reappear. Thanks to TGWU 5/ 909 Birmingham £10, 
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No evidence for 
press slurs over 
council jobs 

RECENT ARTICLES in 
the Liverpool Echo and 
the Daily Post have 
slandered councillors and 
elected trade union of
ficials with charges of 
'corruption', 'intimida
tion' and 'jobs for the 
boys'. 

In the worst traditions of 
the gutter journals not a 
single shred of factual 
evidence was produced. 

They resorted to their 
usual mendacious trick o f 
starting sentences with " It is 
alleged ... " , ' We believe 
. · . . ", or "It has beeen 
said . . . '' . What is totally un
forgivable is the way in 
which certain Labour leaders 
like Roy Hattersley parrot 
these smears. 

Liverpool Cit y Council 
has a democratic procedure 
of staff appointments which 
is the envy of trade unionists 
th roughout Britain . A s 
Councillor Pauline Dunlop 
explained to Militant , it is a 
system with a large degree of 
workers' control , and is 
d esigned to combat 
corruption . 

"The idea of nomination 
right s amongs t the unions is 
an established procedure" . 
Pauline explained, "Liver
pool housing unions have 
had 50 per cent nomination 
rights for years, and th is was 
the case even under the 
Liberals. 

Register 
"Anyone can get a form 

from the GMBA TU con
venors and offi-:: ials to app
ly to be put on the central 
job regi s te r. A sub
committee o f senior stewards 
meets to compile th is register 
in chronological order and to 
ensure that no-o ne who has 
ta ken volun tary redun dacy 
in the past, and no-o ne wh o 
wo uld refuse to join a union 
goes onto the register. These 
are the onl y two reasons \ \ . h \ · 

applicants are withheld ' '. 
A rece nt art ic le i n 

th e Liverpool Echo has aim
ed al l egat ion~ of corruptio n 

and abuse of this procedure 
to create ' jobs for the boys ' 
a t GMBATU branch 5 and 
!an Lowes, the convenor in 
particular . In fact I an is not 
on, and has nothing to do 
with the sub-committee that 
compiles the register. 

It is not possible for any 
individual to know all or 
even a large number of the 
applicants because the forms 
are widely distributed and 
because of the sheer volume 
of people who apply . 

As vacancies on the 
workforce arise, applicants 
are taken from the register in 
date order. Management 
conduct interviews whilst 
trade union representatives 
sit in to ensure that no 
discrimination takes place . 

Management make the 
final decision whether to 
employ the applicant. If they 
decide not to , the next per
son is then taken from the 
register and is asked to app
ly for the job. It is difficult 
to imagine how this pro
cedure could be abused by 
an yone . 

Union representatives also 
make effort s to reduce the 
possibility of discrimination 
in advertising. Job Centres 
are given instructions to 
display job adverts with the 
words " Equal opportunity 
employer' '. 

The union ' s were quick to 
respond to reports that 
women were discouraged to 
appl y for council gardening 
jobs. The Job Cer:tres were 
contacted and the situation 
was put right. The ;:ouncil 
now employs a numl,er of 
women as gardeners. 

lan Lowes has also gone 
o ut of his way to ensure that 
blac k workers in Liverpool 
have a fair chance to apply 
for inclusion on the jobs 
register. 

If the Tory/ Liberal rags 
such as ; he Echo make 
al legat ions <:!f?ai nst labo ur 
movement elec;ed officials 
they should bac k th ese up 
with concrete e\·idence. 

By Neelam De Freitas 

Liverpool 'left' meets 
LIVE RP O O L LA BO L: R 
LE FT organised a public 
meeti ng last week, \\·it h John 
P rescott M P speaking on th e 
part y' s J ob ~ and Indu stry 
Campaign . 

In credibl y, fo r a groiu p 
that claim s to be left wing , 
nobody on the platform even 
mentioned the suspension of 
the DLP . T he organisers 
refused to a llow any discus
sion claiming the meet ing 
had " nothing to do" wit h 
th is issue. 

But a large pan of the a u
die nce , including a ll bu t o ne 
of the floor speakers , left 
Jo hn Prescot t in no do ub t 
about their feelings . One 
TGWU worker said he'd 
p refer to discuss Labo ur 's 
plans for the car industry but 
he had to deal instead with 
his overri ding sense of rage 
a t the way Liverpool Labour 
Party is being treated . . . 

John Prescatt d id adm it 
"We spend so much tim e 
knocking hell out of each 
other that we do little to p ut 
over Labour's alternative." 

add ing " ! don' t thi nk tha t 
perso nalised attacks on par
ty members fro m whatever 
qua rt er, calli ng them 'mag
gots' or anything else is 
help ful" . 

Workers appla uded Mili
ran t supporters when they 
ca lled for uni ty aro und 
Clause Four as the o nly way 
to win a Labour government 
and to sustain it. A m ember 
o f the National Un ion of 
Seamen said: " Cla use Four 
is the only alternative, that ' s 
\\·hy everybody in Liverpool 
Labou r Party joi ned it. " 

Bill Ker ri gan , vet er en 
Commun ist Part y member 
fro m the Seamen 's Union 
said: ' ' I feel a deep sense of 
shame as a Comm unist Par
ty member at the disgraceful 
way that J im Ferguson , a 
member of my own party, 
has dragged good socialist 
councillors in the capitalist 
cour.ts''. 

By Richard Venton 
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Liverpool fights on · 

I an Lowes chairman of council workers' joint shop stewards' committee. He has been accus~d 
of arranging 'jobs for the boys' but has nothing to do with the committee which handles job 
registrations. Photo : Dave Sinclair. 

Eddie Loyden , MP Liverpool Garston (left) and Eric Heffer MP, Liverpool Walton have both con
demned the inquiry. Photos Mil itant . 

Witch-hunt is condemned 
TERRY FIELDS, MP, Broadgreen . 

' 'Militant supporters are amongst the 
most hard -working and committed 
democrats to the decisions of conference 
and socialism. Our only crime is to heed 
the warning of the leader and not be guil
ty of political amnesia.- In learning the 
lessons of history we point out that it is 
not Labour's task to manage capitalism . 

"The movement will respond to any at
tempts to expel good socialists and stand 
firm on the socialist ideals the Labour Par
ty is supposed to represent." 

DAVE EVANS, Secretary , NUR Branch 5 . 
"Kinnock is causing confusion amongst 

working class people , whereas Militant 
has done an excellent job in explaining the 
real issues . 

"We may be successful in our fight fo r 
another Labour government, but it is clear 
that it must carry out policies like those 
of Liverpool City Council." 

PETER CRESWELL. Secretary, Liverpool 
NALGO Branch. 

"I am opposed to any such expulsions. 
There is room in the Labour Party for dif 
ferent points of view, whether they be 
Marxist or Trotskyist . I personally disagree 
with Neil Kinnock ." 

FRANK B.QWEN, AUEW . 
"The national leadership of the Labour 

Party should be defending councillors who 
are standing by Labour Party con.ference 
decisions. 

"Party leaders are attacking Militant's 
ideas because they know that under a 
future Labour government they will be fac
ing a similar crisis to that the council is fac
ing now . Similarly Kinnock did not stand 
firmly behind the miners because if he was 
head of a Labour government, he would 
be expected by workers to expand the 
coal industry, whereas the bosses demand 
closures. " 

DEREK HATTON, Deputy Council Leader . 
" Instead of enquiring into a Labour Par 

ty that is fighting the Tories, the NEC 
should be enquiring into t hose Labour Par
ties who are not attacking the Tories, but 
who are attacking working people through 
cuts in jobs and services ." 

EDDIE LOYDEN, MP, Garston . 
"An enquiry into the DLP is absolutely 

unneccessary and will further spllit the 
party . The call for expulsions of DLP 
members, including non-Militant's, is clear 
indication that the witch-hunt is not just 
about Militant, but against the whole of 
the left. The Left should resist t his attack 
on socialists." 
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LIVERPOOL PUBLIC MEETING 
Defend Liverpool's 
Labour~ Councillors 
Defend t he Dist rict 

Labour Party 
Lift the suspension 
Called by Liverpool 
Council Labour Group . 
Supported by 

7 .30pm, Friday 6 December, 
James Parsons Hall, Byron Street 
(near Central Library) 

Speakers: 
Tony Benn, 
Eric Heffer, 
Tony Mulhearn, 
John Hamilton, 
Frances Curran 

Liverpool Labour MPs , and Liverpool MPs 
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Loans 
secure 
house 
building 

LIVERPOOL COUN
CIL'S housing pro
gramme will be secured 
for the time being 
through two £30 million 
loans from a consortium 
of foreign banks. 

The budget crisis has been 
settled without any job losses 
or increases in rents or rates . 
But the settlement is a set
back for the council in its 
campaign to get back some 
of the £360 million lost in 
grants from the government. 

There will be unallocated 
cuts of £3 million and £23.4 
million will be taken from 
capital funds for current 
housing repair and maintain
ance. 

This means that the 
budget deficit is wiped out 
because the council will 
receive more grant from the 
government for this year and 
incur fewer penalties . 

The responsibility for this 
setback lies with the Labour 
P arty leader Neil Kinnock 
and the trade union leaders 
who used the distortions and 
lies of the Tory press in a 
political attack on the coun
cil. They urged the council to 
accept the Stonefrost report 
which would have meant a 
15 per cent rate rise, or an 
extra £5 per week for every 
household . 

It would also have meant , 
without a loan. a form of 
capitalisation that would 
have threatened the house 
building programme . 
Stonefrost also recommend
ed a combination of rent 
rises and job losses . The 
trade union leaders misled 
their members in Liverpool 
coun cil ' s workforce b y 
pretending that the 
Stonefrost report would be 
' painless' . 

But unlike the Stonefrost 
report the financial package 
ensures that the housing pro
gramme will continue for the 
time being . Repayments for 
the first loan won' t start fo r 
two yea rs , but by 1989 
repayments for both loans 
wi ll o verlap a nd wil l cut 
severely into the co uncil 's 
capita l spendin g. 

The ban ks have placed 
s tringe nt condit ions b y 
demanding that the loans are 
repaid in se\·en years and not 
the normal ten years o n top 
o f charg in g ext orti o nate 
rates of interest. 

P redictably the T ories a nd 
Liberals have accused the 
council of mortgaging its 
fu tu re up to the hilt. 

Shamefull y Neil Kinnock 
has made simila r a ttacks ye t 
the counci l a lread y has a 
total of over £700 million 
loans to pay back mostly 
ar is ing fr om previous ad 
min ist ra tions including the 
Liberals. 

Kinnock's solution o f put
ting up the rates would have 
ammounted to a tax on the 
working people o f Liver
pool. Two-thirds of any rate 
increase would have gone 
directly to the government. 

Li verpool council and the 
Liverpool La bo ur Party are 
not pretending that financial 
problems have been solved 
for good . The f ight to secure 
more money for the city' s 
housing programme and 
public services from the Tory 
government wi ll continue . 

By Ben Eastop 

'· . 



Witch-hunt opposed Purge threat in 
Leicester party 

Delegates vote at Labour Party conference where the attack on Liverpool was launched . 

AS LABOUR Parties 
and trade unions meet 
for the last time before 
Christmas, opposition 
is growing against the 
National Executive's 
enquiry into Liverpool. 
The Greater London Labour 
Party, the biggest party in 
the country, has condemned 
the enquiry this week. After 
hearing Tony Byrne of 
Liverpool City Council it 
condemned "the witch-hunt 
against comrades in Liver
pool who have upheld 
Labour Party policies" and 
urged "the NEC to 
withdraw the enquiry and 
use their energies to attack 
the Tories rather than 
socialists, particularly with 
the May election in view and 
the run-up to a general 
election". 

The motion was moved by 
john McDonnell of the GLC 
and was passed by 19 votes 
to 13. Those voting against 
included Valerie Wise of the 
GLC and Chris Humphries 
of NUPE, with Frances 
Morell and Ann Pettifor 

abstaining. 
Hampstead Labour Party 

also condemned the NEC's 
action , and .implored Tony 
Clarke of the UCW-one of 
the NEC members on the en
quiry' team who is also a 
delegate to the Hampstead 
party-not to aid the launch 
of a witch-hunt in the 
Labour Party. 

Condemning 
Also condemning the ac

tion against Liverpool are 
Garston, Mossley Hill, 
Bethnal Green and Stepney, 
Hackney South and 
Shoreditch, Hammersmith 
and Hertford / Stortford 
Labour Parties, as well as 
the 6/ 612 and 6/631 bran
ches of the Transport and 
General Workers' Union
another labour movement 
body currently the victim of 
right wing attacks backed by 
the Tory press. 

At its November meeting, 
Coventry North West 
Labour Party-not normal
ly considered a 'left wing' 
party-voted two to one to 

back Liverpool City Coun
cil's stand, and condemned 
"those Labour and trade 
union leaders who repeat the 
distortions of the Tory 
media". 

Yet despite this growing 
opposition, the right wing 
and supporters of the Kin
nock leadership are deter
mined to push through their 
attacks, at whatever cost to 
the Labour Party. The Scot
tish local government area 
committee of NUPE passed 
a resolution "deploring 
Liverpool City council" and 
backing the enquiry . Only 
the mover was allowed to 
speak, making comments 
like " Liverpool council had 
made workers redundant". 
It was formally seconded 
and, despite protests , no one 
was allowed to speak against 
the motion. 

Expelled 
The leaders of the Isle of 

Wight party are continuing 
their purge . A fourth Mili
talll supporter, Martin Cair, 
was expelled by 15 votes to 
10. One of his crimes was to 
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sell the paper to the local fac
tory workers. What was 
significant was tbat some 
party members who backed 
the previous three expulsions 
this time supported Cair. 

• The Victoria branch of 
Macclesfield Labour Party 
will have a res0lution before 
its 10 December meeting, 
calling for the expulsion. of 
two A1ilitant supporters. 
Local party members have 
organised a protest lobby 
outside the meeting, with 
support already promised 
from miners at Biddluph 
colliery. 

• Militant supporter Max 
Neill is under threat in 
Morecambe Labour Party . 
A student at Lancaster 
University but living in 
Morecambe, he has had his 
renewal of party member
ship opposed and has been 
asked to attend the next 
meeting to explain why he 
sells the paper on Saturday 
mornings. What the right 
wing fear is the growth in 
support for Militant. Sales in 
the area are now reaching 
over 80 a week. 

THE RIGHT wing in 
Leicester are threaten
ing the biggest attack 
yet on Labour Party 
supporters of Militant. 

The Leicester Mercury has 
reported that up to 14 
members of Leicester West 
Labour Party face expulsion 
following an anonymous let
ter to the constituency 
secretary. 

The letter, claims the Mer
cury , is from "a former Mili
hmt member" and demands 
action against · 14 party 
members, two of whom are 
leading NALGO activists. It 
would be thought that such 
a piece of spurious hearsay 
blown up by the local Tory 
rag would be rejected out of 
hand by the party officers. 
Yet the secretary has said the 
letter will be discussed by the 
party's executive. 

If 14 expulsions go ahead, 
it will be the biggest purge 
seen in a local Labour Party 

since the war, and will have 
disastrous consequences, 
leaving the party split and 
divided. Party members are 
angered that the witch-hunt 
against hard working 
socialist members of the par
ty is beginning to snowball, 

· diverting more and more of 
the Labour Party's time and 
energy away from the real 
task of fighting the Tories 
and preparing for the general 
election. 

Fight back 
Local Militant supporters 

in Leicester have no alter
native but to fight back and 
defend themselves from such 
underhand action. They 
have called a public meeting 
to answer the allegations: 

'Stop the witch-hunt' 
Public meeting at the Fosse 
Neighbourhood Centre, 
Martle Road, Leicester, 
Monday 16 December, 
7.30pm. 

Labour women against 
expulsion threat 
THE NATIONAL Labour Women's council has pass
ed a resolution regretting the statements of John Cun
ningham and Neil Kinnock that in the event of the 
government sending in commissioners to displace a 
democratically elected Labour council they were 
prepared to lend their support. 

"We are further concerned" said the resolution "at 
hints that there may be expulsions of leading members 
of the council. This would be met with outrage in the 
Labour Party, particularly in Liverpool. We urge the 
NEC to oppose expulsions should this arise. 

"We remind the NEC of the Labour Women's Con
ference policy to oppose all expulsions and witch
hunts." 

. Setback for right wing 
THE RIGHT wing in 
Mansfield Labour Part y 
received a set-back last week 
when their attempt to stop 
eight new applications for 
membership was defeated. 

Party democracy attacked 
The Mansfield right wing 

and the MP Don Cancan
non, who have already ex
pelled Militant supporter 
Paul Shawcroft, seem deter
mined to carry on their at
tacks. The party executive 
passed a resolution saying 
anyone seen selling Militant 
would be expelled. Cancan
non added that the chair and 
secretary of the local LPYS 
branch should therefore be 
expelled too. 

Delegates to the Mans field 
constituency meeting last 
week were greeted by a lob
by of Young Socialists, par 
ty members, miners and their 
wi\·es, all opposed to the 
latest attacks. The lobby had 
an affect. When the eight 
new memberships came up, 
one right winger complained 
he had spotted one of the r·• 
selling Militant , so therefore 
all applications should be 
sent back to the ward. Yet 
this move was defeated by 29 
votes to 28. Unfortunately, 
however, the EC's recom
mendations that anyone sell
ing Militanr should be expell
ed went through, despite a 
substantial number voting 
against. 

KNOWSLEY NORTH Labour Party has 
reacted angrily to the outrageous decision of 
the party's National Executive to suspend the 
constituency's reselection process. 

The NEC suspended the 
selection contest due this 
month as part of their 
assault on Liverpool District 
Labour Party, because the 
favourite in the contest 
against sitting MP Robert 
Kilroy-Silk is Tony 
Mulhearn, president of the 
Liverpool party . 

If the process is delayed 
until June, under party rules 
Kilroy-Silk will not have to 
face reselection. When 
Knowsley North party was 
formed through amalgama
tion with the old Ormskirk 
constituency, Kilroy-Silk was 
foisted on the new party by 
the NEC-the party 
members are furious that he 
might escape the reselection 
procedure for a second time. 
It is a travesty of Labour 
Party democracy. 

Their anger was shown 
when, following the NEC 
decision, supporters of the 
MP moved at the party's 
November meeting that the 
chairman, Jim McGinley, a 
Militant supporter, be ex
pelled. This move was 
defeated by 50 votes to 30. 

The lack of support for 

By a Militant reporter 

Kilroy-Silk can also be seen 
in the nominations received 
so far. Mulhearn is the front 
runner with 19 nominations 
mainly from trade unions 
and half of the constituen
cy's ten Labour Party bran
ches . Kilroy-Silk meanwhile 
has 17, which includes 
nominations from EETPU 
branches; the Society of 
Labour Lawyers and the 
local Fabian Society. 

Paranoid 
The third candidate, Keva 

Combes, leader of 
Merseyside County Council, 
has six nominations. One of 
the nominees, Cherry Field 
Labour party, were the first 
to protest at the NEC' s 
suspension decision. 

Kilroy-Silk meanwhile is 
reaching new levels of 
paranoid hysteria. In the 
Sunday Mirror at the 
weekend he launched an 
amazing attack on his consti
tuency party, using language 

Tony Mulhearn . 

more common to the Sun 
than from a Labour MP. He 
called party delegates "pup
pets with no right to at
tend", said his opponents 
used violence, and even that 
the party's minutes were be
ing falsified! Militant sup
porters were called 'mag
gots', 'thugs', and 'Nazis' . 

His venom is not only 
directed at Militant, but at 
anyone who dares oppose 
him, including the MPs Eric 
Heffer, Allan Roberts and 
Brian Sedgemore. In a rep
ly, Allan Roberts said }\ilroy 
Silk's outburst was "an 
abusive, gratuitous and 
vitriolic attack on my integri-
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Meanwhile in Cancan
non's ward party of 
Mansfield South East , eight 
new members including a 15 
and 16 year old were even
tually allowed into the par
ty, but not before what can 
only be described as an inter
rogation about whether they 
sold Militant. 

But while the right wing 
attempt to block new 
members, Miliwnr sup
porters are carrying on the 
work of building the Labour 
party, in one instance setting 
up a workplace branch of 
local busmen . 

'Stop the witch-hunt' 
Public meetings 

:::li CARDIFF: lobby of Wales 
Labour Party Executive in 
defence of Chris Peace

:.n_ no witch-hunts, no expui-

LEICESTER: Monday 16 
December, at Fosse 
Neighbourhood Centre, 
Martle Road, 7 .30 pm. 

Kilroy-.:.;Sc;_ilk-.- - =""----' . sions. Friday 13 
:::J December. 12:30pm. Out- MACCLESFIELD: Thursday 

ty and that of Liverpool's j side Welsh EC meeting. 12 December, Nags Head, 
five Labour MPs. I am now Transport House, Waters Green, 7 .30 pm. 
beginning to understand why Cathedral Street , Ca rdiff. Speaker Lynn Walsh. 
Robert is threatened with de-
selection". 
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Guts torn out 
of Britain's 
workshop 

WHILST THE attention 
of workers everywhere 
has been focused on 
Liverpool Labour coun
cil's heroic fight to defend 
jobs and services, Birm
ingham workers are being 
told by their Labour 
council that the future is 
bright in Britain's 'Olym
pic city'. 

Night after night on local 
TV the latest installment of 
the earnings and goings of 
the city council's 'go getting' 
olympic squad is played out 
in their 'battle' against the 
rival bids of Barcelona etc. 
In the unlikely event that 
Birmingham gains ·the 1992 
Olympics it ,will probably 
mean a few extra thousand 
jobs albeit temporarily . 

Roy Hattersley. · Unemploy
ment is over 50 per cent in 
parts of his Sparkbrook 
constituency . 

But set against the 
back ground of the de
industriali sation of the 
heartland of British 
manu facturing, it will be but 
a drop in the ocean . 

In the last 10 years the ci
ty has lost 49 per cent of all 
its manufacturing jobs. This 
in an area where manufac
turing accounted for 65 per 
cent of all jobs. 

From 1981 to 1984 the 
number of jobs in Birm
ingham fell from 550,000 to 
420,000- a drop of 31 per 
cent . Official unemployment 
stands at 90,000 or 20.5 per 
cent a; compared to the na
t ional average of 13,1 per 
cent. 

Thirty- two per cent of all 
Birmingham 's unemployed 
hav e been out of a job for 
more th an two years. In the 
inner cit y wa rd s like 
Sparkhill. (in Roy Hat
tersle y' s constituency of 
Sparkbrook) unemployment 
exceeds 50 per cent. 

Wave on wave of redun
dancies and closures has 
taken it s to ll in the tem
pora ry demoralisation of 
many Birm ingham workers . 
The bosses have able to take 
advantage of this on th e 
wages front by keeping wage 
rises below the level of infla
tion or even direct cuts. By 
198 3 earnings of male 
workers fell to . the lowest 
level of any region in the 
count ry. 

Only now, in the tem
porary boomlet, has it crept 
back to sixth posit ion (un-

- doubtedly thi s has come 
about by the bosses meeting 
the inc reased market 
demands not by taking on 
new workers, but by laying 
on overtime) . 

Poverty has been on the 
increase in the city as well. 32 
per cent of all school 
children in 1985 are entitled 
to free school meals com
pared to 17 per cent in 198 I. 

Only Liverpool has more 
council tenants entitled to 
rent and rate t ..:bates. (Liver
pool 65 per cent, Birm
ingham 62.6 per cent, Shef
field 48 per cent). 

But it's not just 
unemployment and poverty 
that makes Birmingham 
stand out. Birmingham and 
its workers face massive pro
blems with housing . 

Revealed in the recent 
government report on hous
ing is the condition of Bir
mingham's housing stock. It 
has deteriorated so dramat
ically that it would cost £74 
million to repair all the city's 
housing. The council alone 
would need £230 million. Up 
to 102,000 houses need ma
jor renovation and 44,300 
have been declared unfit for 
human habitation . As a 
result of this the council's 
waiting list has nearly doubl
ed from 12,000 in 1979 to 
20,000 today. 

Rate increase 
Labour gained power in 

May 1985 after two years of 
Tory misrule. Even with a 
massive 43 per cent rate in
crease immediately Labour 
came into office the council 
spending was still 10 per cent 
lower in real terms than in 
1980/ 8 I. Thatcher's govern
ment by this time had robb
ed at least £115 million from 
the people of Birmingham 
by not increasing the Rate 
Support .Gran•. in line with 
inflation since ;981. On top 
of this they propose to cut 
that again by n':!arly £59 
million in the 1985 / 86 
budget. 

Labour' s proposed budget 
has already resulted in a 
£18.8 million penalty 
clawback from the bloc:k 
grant as a result of two per 
cent overspending . With 
rate-ca]Jping on top there is 
no other option available but 
to either carry through 
massive cut s in 1986 or take 
the Liverpool road . 

MilitanT supporters in the 
Labour Party will be out on 
the knockers with other 
Labour Party members in 
May '86 campaigning for the 
return of a Labour council. 
But because of the 43 per 
cent rate increase in '85 there 
looms the possibilit y of the 
Tori es coming back to 
power . 

In their previous period of 
of fice the Birmingham 
Tories were the most en
th us iast ic support ers o f 
Thatcher' s policies of cuts 
and pri vati sation , at one 
stage sacking the entire 
school meals workforce. 
Another Tory council will be 
a nightmare for the people of 
Birmingham . 

The only way to avoid this 
would be by Birmingham 
uniting with c.ouncils like 
Li verpool and the other 
Labour local authorities in a 
united front against the 
Tories, demanding a reversal 
in the cut of the block grant 
and the correct allocation of 
the resources to begin to 
solve the crisis in favour of 
local working people . 

By Bill Mullins 
(TGWU West Bromwich 

District Committee, 
personal capacity) 

Vinnie Brownless leaving Fontenoy's Gardens for the last time (above). and the 
Brownless family in their new council flat in Vauxhall (below) . Photo: Tina Carrell 

Schools plan hides 
education cuts 

L YNNE WISEMAN, a 
mother with three 
children at secondary 
school, talked to Jen 
Pickard about some of 
her worries about the 
standard of education in 
Gateshead. 

TWO YEARS ago, several 
schools in Gateshead were 
designated to become com
munit y schools . The idea 
was to involve community 
groups in school life and 
make better use of the 
facilities at the schools. 

It was a progressive step in 
that pensioners can now look 
for ward to thei r weekly din
ner served at the school, and 
enjoy !alking to the children. 
Mothers benefit from the 
mother and toddler groups 
being run there . Physically 
handicapped and able 
bodied (PHAB) groups also 
use the facili ties. The even
ing classes covering a wide 
range of topics are beneficial 
especially to women who 
may not otherwise enrol at 
th e local technical college 
several miles away. 

The school children also 
benefit from contact with 
others in the community . 

But while these develop
ments have taken place, cuts 
are being made in other areas 
of education and social ser
vices such as nursery school 
provision and meals on 

wheels service. 
School students are in

vol ved in serving meals , 
clearing away and washing 
up and helping with the tod
dlers. They also help repair
ing fences and do gardening 
at school. Certainly there is 
a need to be trained in these 
practical skills but there is 
alarm that school students 
are being used to cover up 
cuts in these services . 

Slave labour 
Is this a way of preparing 

those at school for the onl y 
future this Tory system can 
offer-slave labour on a 
YTS scheme? 

There is also the question 
of jobs- if school students 
weren't doing these ' prac
tical' tasks how many real 
jobs would be necessary to 
keep these projects going? 
Or how many real jobs have 
been lost because the kids are 
used as an alternat ive? 

Wh ilst we recognise the 
pos iti ve si de to these 
developments, the labour 
and trade union movement, 
parent s, teachers and 
children must make ab
solutely sure that these steps 
aren't being used to cover up 
cuts in services or in educa
tion . ALL children must be 
given the same opportunity 
to be involved with the com
munity and not just 'low 
achievers' who are singled 

out while the more academ
ically inclined are left to con
centrate on passing exams. 

At one secondary school 
in Gateshead up to 40 per 
cent of school students from 
4th year and up are on a 
special Department of 
Education and Science 
(DES) project. Used correct
ly for extra staff, equipment 
and facilities, the money 
from DES can benefit 
children whom the system 
labels as distruptive Of ;JW 

achievers' . 
But there are aspects to 

these schemes which we have 
t o quest ion-the schoo l 
studen ts on this project get 
a 'lovely' (accord ing to one 
of the staff) cert ifi cate at the 
end of it , so that they won ' t 
leave school with nothing 
and feel a failure! A DES 
project ce rtifi cate label s 
them , as far as any future 
employer is concerned, as a 
failure-a low achiever or 
disruptive. Yes , a lovely 
certi ficate! 

The education svstem is 
geared to the need~ of the 
Tories and big business
until we chan ge this and of
fer our children a real choice 
in education with a job, a 
future at the end of it-then 
all these schemes and pro
jects can do is prepare our 
children for a life on the 
dole, a life of misery. 

'lt's like 
being 

• g1ven a 
·million 
pounds' 

NEIL KINNOCK has 
, claimed that he wants to 

"sustain a housing pro
gramme that means so 
much to Liverpool". 

On his recent visit to 
Liverpool he visited the 
Brownlcss family whose lives 
have been transformed by 
the council's housing prog
ramme. 

Militant spoke to Maureen 
and Vinnie Brownless who 
live with their six children in 
Fontenoy Gardens, Liver
pool 8. From the window of 
their old flat they can see the 
new council house they will 
be moving into. 

"We' ve lived in this flat 
for 12 years and its been 
terrible. There's only one 
sink in the flat we all have to 
wash in and in the winter it ' s 
freezing cold. We have never 
had a kitchen before , where 
we can si t and eat. We' ve 
had to constantly replace 
carpets and settees because 
the kids dirt y them by hav
ing to eat in the living room. 

The new house is 
beautiful. We are over the 
moon about it. It's like be
ing given a million pounds . 

I grew up in a one
bedroom flat just like this 
one with nine brothers and 
sisters . We have never had a 
house be fore , we can't 
believe it. Vinnie keeps on 
going to the window to look 
at it'' . 

We asked them what local 
people thought about the 
council's house building 
project: 

Labour support 
"They are 100 per cent 

behind it , even non-political 
people totally support the 
council. If it went to the 
poll s Labour would get 
tremendous support. I don't 
think the Liberals ever built 
anything. If the Liberals had 
been in power we wouldn't 
have got a decent home". 

The Brownless's were bit
ter when it came to sugges
tions that the council should 
cut it s house building pro
gramme in order to solve its 
budget crisis which has been 
put fo rward by certain trade 
un ion leaders: 

''The people who put for
ward ideas of capitalisation -
ha ve a lrea d y got their 
houses. The council must not 
give in to these suggestions; 
the peo ple of Liverpool are 
behind the council and that 
is what ma tt ers". The 
Brownless kept their final 
word for Neil Kinnock and 
his attack on Liverpool City 
council at Labour Party con
ference: "He should have 
come to Liverpool first to see 
j ust how much the council is 
doing. Now that he ' s been 
here I would hope he would 
realise th e plight Liverpool 
people are in and show sup
port for the council that is 
fighting for us" . 

By Neelam De Freitas 
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Answer the attacks
sell Militant 
MILITANT s·ELLERS 
have been spurred on to 
bigger and better sales by 
the new wave of attacks. 

Last week , Militant was 
sold at every single pit in the 
South Wales coalfield. One . 
in four of all the participants 
in the NUS demonstration in 
Sheffield bought a Militanr 
and 30 Militant Students 
were sold as well. 

Gerry McKinley wrote 
from the Wirral :-" . .. we 
organised a week of action to 
boost sales, which included 
hospitals, workplaces, shop
ping precincts as well as can
vassing for our ideas on the 
doorstep . On Friday we sold 
13 papers in 45 minutes door 
ro door. 

"On Saturday we manag
ed four separate precinct 
sales (Wallasey, Birkenhead, 
New Ferry and Ford Estate) 
all at the same time. We will 
continue with these every 
week . The week of action 
was a great success-over 
200 papers sold; more 
regular sales and new sup
porters gained . .. ' ' 

A letter from Susan Porter 
of Morecambe shows the 
true spirit of our young sup
porters. "At tonight ' s 
meeting of the GMC a 
resolution from Morecambe 
branch was discussed, con
gratulating Kinnock on his 
speech at Party Conference 
and urging him to put it in
to action . 

"Max Neil who is at Lan
caster University but living in 

Morecambe, had his applica
tion for renewal of member
ship opposed and will be 
asked to attend a meeting to 
explain the reason why he 
was selling Militant on 16 
November. 

"The reason, I feel, fo r 
this local witch-hunt is our 
recent successes on estate 
and street sales, also that we 
are holding a public meeting 
in support of Liverpool Ci
ty Council on 25 November 
organised by the YS . 

"The right-wing have 
made it clear that they will 
not rest until at least four of 
us are expelled, but if we are 
willing to denounce Militan£ 
then thev will think again. 
Such a s~all price, they must 
surely think for their own 
principles. We have made it 
quite clear we are I!O t 
prepared to sel.l out the ideas 
of Militant at any price ... " 

In Morecambe sales have 
risen steadily over the weeks . 
The old right-wing may hate 
the ideas of genuine socialists 
but the sales show that or
dinary workers want more. 

In North Staffordshire 
two miners' support groups 
have agreed to sell the paper 
in their meetings . 

Join in our continuing 
sales drive . If you are not 
prepared to sell out the ideas 
of genuine socialism, then 
why not help build the sales 
of the paper that fights for 
you? 

By Gerry Lerner 

Marxist Daily Building Fund 
Since last week £288 

£ 
Eastern 4382 
East Midlands 443 5 
London NE 51 09 
London NW 5307 
London SE 2895 
London SW 2367 
Lancashire 1 060 
Manchester 3229 
Merseyside 6448 
Northern 4735 
Scotland East 2541 

THIS IS the month of the 
great slanders. No story 
seems too far fetched for 
the Fleet Street hacks to 
swallow and repeat. 

The Tories are afraid of 
the support we are getting. If 
we were not a threat to the 
continuation of capitalism, 
they wouldn't bother with 
the outpouring of vitriol we 
have seen over the past 
weeks. 

How do we answer these 
attacks? In almost every ar
ticle having a go at Militant 
now our financial support is 
a crucial factor . Money 
talks. Make sure that we 
answer these attacks loudly 
with hard cash. The Liver
pool campaign hasn' t fini sh
ed, so make sure ~·ou piay 

Scotland West 
Southern 
South West 
Wales East 
Wales West 
West Midlands 
Yorkshire 
Humberside 
National 

Total 

£ 
2840 
5898 
1471 
2616 
2052 
3299 

2927 
3676 
1327 

6 .8613 

your part in keeping up our 
finances. 

If yo u haven ' t given your 
week's wage to the Building 
Fund, or given £10 donation 
to help the Liverpool cam
paign, what better time than 
at the height of the witch
hunt. 

This week, we have had 
don:~•!ons of £74 from SE 
Lo ndon supporters and £137 
from South Staffordshire. 
Coventry have raised £51 
and £41 has come from 
Wales. 

Fleet Street is waging a 
vicious campaign to try and 
break the influence of Mili
tant. Answer them and help 
break the bosses ' daily 
monopoll . 

Militant. Winter Draw 
Registered Promoter: D Smith , 14 Stat ion Roa d, Bright
lingsea, Essex . £1 ,000 w ort h of prizes to be wo n. 

1st prize Video Equipment wo rth £500. 
2nd prize Stacking Hi-Fi w orth £300 . 
3rd prize Portable TV worth £100. 
4th prize- 5 prizes of £20 worth of social ist books . 
The draw takes place on Saturday 4 January , 1986 . 

Price of ticket s: 10p (ten pence). 
All counterfoils, cash and unsold tickets to be ret urn

ed to Militant, 3-13 Hepscott Road , Hackney , London E9 
by first post Saturday 4 January, 1986 . 

CLASSIFIED 
1 5p per word, 
minimum 10 w ords. 

SEMI-D~-SPLAY 
£2 per column cen
timetre . Three weeks for 
the price of two . Militant 
meeting ads free . 

All advertisement copy 
should reach this office 
by Saturday . 

SWINDON Militant Marxist 
Discussion Group meetings 
held monthly . Phone Martin on 

24 796 for details . 

ABERYSTWYTH : Weekly Mili· 
tant d iscussion groups . 
Details, phone Alan Huyton on 
615911 . 

OUT NOW Banned LPYS pam
phlet "The ideals of October' . 
Every VS branch should order 
in bulk. Price 50p , 20p for in
dividual postage . Bulk postage 
free . Cheques payable to Mili
tant , send to L Waker, 3-13 
Hepscott Rd , London E9 5HB . 

BIRMINGHAM Xmas 
rally, Saturday 14 
December . Doors open 
1 0 .30am . Tickets £2 & 
£1 . Carrs Lane Church 
Centre, Nr. Marks and 
Spencers, Carrs Lane, 
Birmingham . Featuring 
Liverpool and South 
Africa. Speakers in
clude: Harry Smit h 
(Liverpool councillor) ; 
Bev Simpson (Southern 
African Labour Educa
tion Project) . Plus : Video 
We Live Like Dogs, 
struggles of black 
mineworkers in South 
Africa . Video : Battle for 
Orgreave . 

And food , -stalls , etc. 
Creche available . 

THE WHOLE of the 
bosses' press has stepped 
into line to attack Mili
tant. The lies are so great 
it's a wonder the presses 
don't seize up in disgust. 

The Tories and thei r allies 
inside the Labour Party and 
trade unions hope some of 
the slanders will stick and 
turn workers away from the 
ideas of Marxism . However , 

·millions of workers will not 
be taken in bv these stories: 
thev know the true role of 
Miiitant supporters in the 
forefro nt of the fight agai nst 
capitalism. 

To answer these attacks 
we need to increase our 
funds urgently. THEY have 
the whole of fleet Street at 
their disposal. WE rel y on 
YOU! One of the best ways 
to fight back is send us a 
donation to help us answer 
back. 

Mr and Mrs GJ Carr
inll:ton of Makerfieid CLP 
se~ t the fo llowing lett er to 
Neil .Kinnock . 

'1 wou ld li ke to thank you 
for waking us up to the 
dangers of authoritarian 
tendencies within the Labour 
Party. For the last few years 
I have not been a very actiYe 
member of the Labour Par
ty, although I have always 
subscribed to the views of 
dem ocratic socialism . and 
therefore I feel it is now the 
time for sociali sts·. in the 
Labour Party to put their 
money where their m(.>ut h is. 

"I therefore enclose a 
photocopy of a cheque to the 
value of £100 made payable 
to the Militant for your 
perusal. I am also forwar
ding to them a cheque to 

LIVERPOOL VmEO 30 
minutes on the achieve
ments of the council and 
how the struggle devel
oped. £5 to hire plus £5 
deposit. £1 0 to pur
chase . Order from WEG , 
c / o 3- 13 Hepscott 
Road , London E9 5HB. 

1986 DIARIES 60p , address 
books 60p, bookmarks 40p, 
plastic paper sleeves 20p, sew 
on badges 40p. Cheques to 
Militant , 1 0 Rodney Ct. Ander
son Drive, Sholing Southamp
ton S02 8BV. 

NOW AVAILABLE 1986 Mili
tant poster calendar. £1 .00 
each plus postage and 
package . 50p each on orders 
of 10 or more-profit to your 
area Fighting Fund. Orders to 
3- 13 Hepscott Road , Lon
don , E9 5HB . Cheques 
pa yab le to Militant . 

.;::::::::::·:·:·:·:·:::.:·:·:·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

YOUTH Trades Union Rights 
Campaign , Christmas Five-a
side Tournament . Appearing 
these teams and 
more : * Madness * Style 
Council * NME * DJ 's. On 
Friday 13 December 1985 
from 6pm to 1 Opm . Bri xton 
Recreation Centre London 
SW9 . Tickets £3 waged , 
£1 . 50 unwagecL From 
YTURC, Caxton House, 13116 
Borough Road , London SE 1 
OAL. 

§ ~o·.·.· .·.·. ·.·.·.·.· .·.· .· .·. ·. ·.· . · .· :-:. ; . ;.;. ; . ; . ;.;.; . ; .; . ;.; .;.)= 

~· * * ~FOURTH GREA1 <. ;nual West~ 
:London LPYS Talent Nite.:: 
~ Saturday 7 December from~ 
~ 7 .30pm. Ruskin Hall, Church~ 
~ Rd , ActonW3 . Tickets £2 , £1~ 
~ for the unwaged . · * Also acts~ 
~ still wanted * For details of~ 
:: tickets or auditions ring: - 01:: 
~ 840 3445 or 01 993 2324. ~ 
llllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

MILITANT carrier bags-now 
reduced . 10 bags for only 50p. 
Please enclose 25p P&P. Se;1d 
order to: Fighting Fund, 3- 13 
Hepscott Road , London E9 . 

LONDON LPYS Xmas Party. 
Saturday 2 1 De cembe r . 

TED GRANT -Rise and Fall of 
the Communist International. 
With an intro duction by Alan 
Woods and an appendix. 
Marxist Studies Series pam
phlet No 3 . Now available from 
World Socialist Books , 3 / 13 
Hepscott Road, London E9 
5HB . 80p including postage . 

7 .30pm to Midnight . Florence 
Nightingale pub , W estminster 
Br idge Ro ad, SE1 (near 
Waterloo station) £1 .50 wag
ed . 7 5p unwaged. All I 
welcome. ~ 

<?~""~v :se :..;,t~ World Socialist Books 

World Socialist Book tokens 

Send 17p for the card 
plus the amount you 
want to give. Ideal for 
socialists. redeemable 

for anything on our list 
at World Socialist Books 
only. 

Marxist Study Tapes. Listen at your leisure to leading Marxists 
on theoretical and historical subjects. 

C60 , £1: Rise of Hitler-Jeremy Birch . Post War Boom- Bob 
McKee . 

C90, £1 .25: Spanish Revolution 1931-37 -AI an Woods. The 
Early History of Bolshevism up to 1902 (question and answer)
Alan Woods. Permanent Revolution (Historicai) - John Bulaitis . 
Chinese Revolution 1925-7- Peter Taaffe . Chinese Revolution 
1944-49-Peter Taaffe. Trotsky Commemoration Rally (20 
August 1985) Ted Grant and Dave Hemson. 

Also, sessions from the Marxist Weekend School, 
(C90-£1.25). 

Dialecti c al Materialism-John Pickard. Historical 
Materialism- Tony Cross . Is Marxism Relevant Today? - Ted 
Grant . The Origin of the State - Roger Silverman. Is Britain a 

Police State-Bob Edwards. Black Slavery-Phi! Frampton. Black 
Nationalism- Bob Lee . South Africa :Ciosing Rally - Martin 
Legassick . 

Add 1 Op per tape for postage . 10 for£ 12 post free. All che· 
ques and PO 's payable to World Social ist Books . Send to 3113 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB. ' 

I 

" CHILDREN must edu cate 
t heir parents " (K arl Marx ). On 
1 1 October to Steve and 
Carolyn Edward s, a son , Reed 
Mathias. Teaching us to fight 
harder than ever for a socialist 
future . 

ENAMEL Militant badges : now 
available . Cost£ 1. Bulk orders 
(10 or more ). Cost 75p each I 
+ 25p post and package . 
Contact : Fighting Fund 
Department, 3 - 1 3 Hepscott 
Road , London E9 5HB. I 

fi~HTING 
FUND Quarter ends 

31 January 

Area 'o---'· ·-' % of target achieved Target 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

I London South West 
!Southern 
IHu~ 

f~;~~Lncs 
I East Midlands 
I London East 
I Northern 

ffa'-~ter~d -East 
[West"'MTdTailds 
fSouth West 
JM ... ., .. v.,;n .. 

I Scotland west 
lWales East 
Yorkshire 

I London S~uth East 
~West 

I Others 
Total received 

cover one year's subscription 
for the Militanr newspaper . 
I think it obscene for you to 
encourage a 'witch-hunt' of 
the best socialists in Britain, 
namely the supporters of the 
Militant newspaper''. 

There wi ll be thousands 
more workers pi·epared to 
contribute to our funds after 
the attacks by the Labou r 
leaders. In the run-up to 
Christmas, especially thi s 
week, we are asking all 
readers to show their con
tempt for the attacks by ask
ing everyone you know for a 
'Christmas tenner or fiver'. 
Ask at work, at school , at 
college, on the dole, ask 

546 
419 
409 
350 
228 
434 
557 
225 
115 
213 
175 
125 ' 
252 

88 
156 
156 

45 I 

29 

4241 . 
8762 I I I 

relations-they will all be 
prepared to give if you ask. 

In the da ys before 
Christmas we also have the 
best opportunities for selling 
Wi nter Draw tickets, the 
calendars and cards. With 
so cials and parties to 
celeb rate the gro\nh of 
Marxism the holiday period 
should mean a fort une rais
ed for our fighting fund. 

Give Militant the best-ever 
present-take us to 50 per 
cent of the target before 
Christmas . Give the Tories a 
miserable Christmas . Show 
them that the more they at
tack us , the more we grow! 

I 
! 

I 
I 1200 

i 2750 
I 3350 

3050 
.2150 

: I 4200 
5450 

! 3100 

I 
i 2200 

4650 
I 3800 

! I 3450 
5650 
3050 
4500 
6850 
2150 
2950 

I 
7
5
o%%%-I i i 

DONATIONS INCLUDE: 
Tony Gill, Leeds £50 ; Jim 

White, Polloksheilds £1 3; Neil 
Cameron (1 2 years) Cam· 
buslang £1; G Birks, Mid
dleton UCATT £ 1; P Moore, 
Leices!er , £2; Yorkshire 
Regional LPYS school 
£60 .40; J Wilson Blantyre , 
£2 .25; J Houston , 
Strathclyde NALGO, £5 ; W 
Plews, Hull EETPU £4.25: Mrs 
Nassa, OAP, Gwent, £1 . 75 ; B 
Taylor, East London £2; Bat· 
terse a readers' meeting , 
£316 ; German trade unionist 
100 OM. Plus many donations 
of readers ' union expenses . 

By Nick Wrack 

I 
I 

I 
I 
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A new charter of youth rights 
THE INTERNATIONAL Year of Youth has 
come and gone, leaving behind many fine speeches 
exposing the plight of young people today. 

But far from the situation improving, the Tories 
want to grind youth further down. 

The announcement in the 
Queen's speech of the new 
offence of ' disorderly' con
duct, the introduction of a 
two-year YTS in March 
1986, the abolition of Wages 
Council protection for 
500 ,000 yo ung workers 
under 21, make fundamen
tal attacks on youth and 
workers as a whole. 
. In Britain today 22.3 per 
cent (1,237,589) to 16-24 
year olds are claiming 
unemployment benefit 
(DoE, January 1985) . This 
compares to 9.2 per cent 
youth unemployment in 
1976. 435,049 people have 
never ever had a job since 
leaving school. 
. Beneath these figures lies 

a terrible reality of drugs, 
crime and violence created 
by these condifions. In a re
cent poll in the magazine The 
Hit, 10 per cent of yout h 
questioned had tried heroin. 

The government is very 
conscious of the time-bomb 
these conditions are creating. 
They realise thai action is 
needed to quell the explo
sions we saw in Tottenham 
and Brixton. 

However, a deca ying 
cap italist economy is totally 
incapable of providing jobs 
fur youth. Therefore the 
govern ment is spending 
millions of pounds to extend 
job creation schemes to 
'mop up' the youth. 

There will ·be pressure on 
wages of young workers to 
come in line with the YTS 
'wage' of £27.30 on the 
first year and £35 during the 
second year . After two years 
of these wage levels the ' ex
pectations' of young people 
will be lowered . 

These are the reasons why 
the Tories intend to abolish 
wages council protection for 
young workers, to bring 
their pay down in line with 
that of YTS. 

Two-year YTS 
The two-year YTS will be 

formally 'voluntary'. 
However, more and more 
firms are considering not 
employing people below age 
18 except on YTS. For exam
ple, glass makers Pilkington 
have stopped employing 
under 18s except on its own 
two year course (first year 
YTS). 

Thus in effect, there will 
be increased pressure for 
schoo l-leavers to go on 
YTS-it is compulsion by 
the back door. 

The labour movement 
must be alert to the dangers 
of thi s development. Firstly 
yo uth are being used to 
undermine wages and condi
tions of workers as a whole. 
Secondly, this vast 'army of 

Portrait of a 
witch-hunter 
CARDIFF SOUTH and Penarth Labour Party 
is one of a number of right wing constituencies 
where Militant supporters are under attack. 

Three local members of 
the party are under threat 
of expulsion for the crime 
of selling Militant outside 
party meetings. Two of 
the accused, Andrew 
Price and Dave Bartlett 
have a combined Labour 
Party membership of 30 
years, and both are long 
standing general commit
tee delegates. 

What is significant about 
Cardiff South is that it is the 
home of former Labour 
Prime Minis ter and leading 
ri2.ht win2.er Jame s 
C;llaghan . F~r the past 10 
years he has lead a 
triumvirate which has at
tacked his left wing critics, in 
particular Militant sup
porters. 

New attacks 
His two eo-witch-h unters 

are Lord Brooks-made a 
peer by Callaghan- who is a 
former national organiser of 
the right wing organisation 
Solidarity, and Bill Tobutt, 
a full-time TGWU official, 
and still remembered in Car
diff for his disgraceful role 
in the 1960s dock strike. 

Callaghan received many 
accolades from the Tory 
press recently when he an
nounced his retirement after 
40 years as an MP. His 
record in office is wort h 
scrutiny. Today the Kinnock 
leadership is leading an 
assault against Militant. But 
as Militant has explained, 

th e renewed attacks are a 
cover for t!'e leadership dit
ching Labour's radical 
soc iali s t policies . 
Democ raticall y decided 
policies the movement hoped 
\\·ould be implemented by 
the next Labour government 
are now being derided as 
' impossiblist' by Kinnock. 

It is necessary to look at 
Callaghan's career as a 
reminder of what happens 
when the Labour leadership 
tr ies to operate in the con
fines of the capitalist system , 
in turn becoming its staun
chest defenders. 

In the 1960s Callaghan as 
Home Secretary pioneered 
blatantly racist legislation 
which denied access to the 
count ry to British citizens 
from Asia . Before becoming 
a government minister , he 
was parliamentary advisor to 
the Police Federation. Thi s 
position as apologist for the 
police is now held by right 
wing Tory MP Eldon 
Griffiths . 

As Labour Prime Minister 
from 1976 to 1979 Callaghan 
presided over the most severe 
cut backs in social services 
seen since the 1920s. His 
govcrnment-dominatecrby 
right wing renegades like 
Shirley Williams, David 
Owen and Roy Jenkins who 
went on to form the Social 
Democratic Party
attempted to save British 
capitalism from crisis by im
plementing a diluted form of 
monetarism, with the work-

This year ' s lobby of Parlic1ment against compulsory YTS, organised by the Youth Trade Unions Right Campaign . Photo : Militant. 

unemployed' youth could and perhaps at some point in yout h and campaigns on the movement. 
be used as a scab labour the future even terrorism. issues that face young YTURC plans to launch 
force against the labour One disturbing feature of . people. initiatives on low pay, health 
movement. Already in many the recent riots has been that This is why the Youth and safety on YTS and a ma-
large towns 'employment the anger of youth has not Trade Union Rights Cam- jor union recruitment drive 
agencies' are springing up only been di rected agains-t paign (YTURC) is launching on YTS when the new 
where the unemployed the police but firemen, jour- a declaration of youth rights. scheme starts in March . 
(mainly youth) go each mor- nalists and ambulancemen, The declaration out lines To do this needs the sup-
ning and are given work for all trade unionists . eight basic rights for youth port of the movement. The 
that day. on jobs, low pay, drug declaration shou ld be 

Thirdly, the position of Action needed abuse, political power, discussed at every LPYS, 
youthinsocietyis desperate . educa ti o n , housing Labour Party and trade 
Seeing no future and unfor- Urgent action is needed by discrimination and entertain- union branch . 
tunately no fig ht put up by the labour movement to win ment. It shou ld be adopted For more information on 
the labour leaders s.ome the support of those youth by the labour movement and the declaration of youth 
young workers will become who might be hostile to the used as a basis for campaigns rights contact: YTURC, 
a lienated from and eveFJ movement, but whose in- to wi n the support of all Caxton House , 13 / 16 
hostile to the labour move- terests lie with it. This can yout h by explaining why Borough Road, London SE 1 
men t. Some will turn to only be done if the move- their future lies with the OAL. Tel: (01) 928 5547. 
racism, mindless violence ment offers a future for labour and trade union 

James Callaghan, labour Prime Minister from 1976-79 . 
Photo : Militant 

ing class paying the price . 
:rhese cutbacks along with 

a rigid pay policy provoked 
enormous discontent from 
the lab0ur movement, who 
the govern ment was sup
posedly meant to represent. 

Wage restraint 

In 1978 both the TUC and 
the Labour Party conference 
o verw helmingly rejected 
Callaghan's pay policy . One 
section of the movement 
after !.he other were forced to 
take strike action to defend 
their living standards-most 
of them the lowest paid 
workers in society, those that 
the Labour leadership claim
ed to represent, from 
firemen to ambulance staff, 
civil servants to dinner 
ladies,. nurses to refuse 
collectors. 

So too in the private sec
tor , with Ford workers, jour
nalists and lorry drivers tak
ing action. While Labour 
cabinet members crossed of
ficial picket lines, Callaghan 
saved his cri ticism for the 
low-paid strikers . 

It is an accepted fact now 
that Callaghan' s disastrous 
policies lost Labour the 1979 
gene r al election. But , 
a lthough he was no longer 
leader, Callaghan left his 
mark on the 1983 election. 
He handed ammunition to 
the Tory press on a plate, at 
~he height of the election 
campaign when he called 
together televisio11 and 
media representatives to a 
small election meeting in 
Penarth and spoke out 
against the Labour Party's 
policy on unilateral 
disarmament. 

- ·~-""' 
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Low paid hospital cleaners strike ag~inst the Callag~an govern
ment's wage restraint policy . Photo: Militant. 

Subsequently when the 
P enarth Lab0ur Party · 
branch proposed a motion 
condemning his action he 
threatened to resign his seat 
if it was passed, fighting a 
b) -election against the of
ficia l Labour candidate. He 
had used this bullying tac tic 
in ! 975 after disquiet about 
pres~ stories circulating at 
that time. 

Expulsions 
Compare this record with 

that of local Militant sup
porters, three of whom now 
face expulsion. Despite fun-
damental political 
disagreemen ts with 
Callaghan, when he was 

selected by the constituency 
they provided the necessary 
support at election times . 
Yet according to the Tory 
press, Militant supporters 
are th e 'dictators~ and 
'undemocratic', while 
Callaghan is the 'reasonable 
moderate ' . 

Callaghan is now retiring 
from Parliament , for a com
fortable life on his large 
farm in Sussex. Militant 
wishes him a long and quiet 
retirement , and reminds him 
that while he has departed, 
the Marxists within the 
Labour Party remain and 
are growing in support. 

By a Militant reporter 
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IN . OCTOBER 1984 the Bank of England brought 
Johnson Matthey Bank for one pound sterling. You might 
think it a cheap price for your own bank but JMB had 
£787 million of outstanding loans and was estimated 
to be £ 1 50 million at risk. The Bank of England had to 
put together a £250 million rescue operation in conjunc
tion with the other four clearing banks. lt has since 
emerged that JMB was involved in fraud on a massive 
scale which is being investigated by the Director of Public 
Prosecutions. This has come about after a long and tire
less campaign campaign by Labour MP Brian Sedgemore 
who talked to Mick Brooks: 

WHY DID the Bank of England 
and in effect the whole financial 
establishment cover up the fraud 
issue? 

One reason why it has become 
such a big affair is because a lot of 
undoubted fraud stems from trade 
with Nigeria. Although with 
Johnson Matthey that's only £120 
million-! say 'only', that's a lot 
of money!-there are other banks 
with even bigger sums involved . 

It doesn't matter so much to 
them , they are bigger banks, 
they've got a bigger base to absorb 
bigger losses. If there was ·an en
quiry into this, the role of the other 
banks would come out. 

It's thought by police that there 
has been £1 billion in fraud. The 
question is what's happening with 
these banks-have they reported it 
to the police and what's going on 
in the financial world? 

You can have a fraud which, but 
for my work, would have gone 
unreported in this country, or 
Nigeria . I know for a fact that the 
Foreign Secretary has been talking 
to the authorities in Nigeria about 
what has been going on. 

The Export Credit Guarantee 
Department (see article opposite) 
has not only lost money with 
Johnson Matthey as a result of 
these frauds, but also lost money 
from other banks; and yet the · 
public would not know of this ... 

How exactly did the frauds 
work? 

That 's very complicated . I've 
sent the Director of Public Pro'
secutioils diagrams in case he can't 
understand it. Some people were 
anxious to either steal money or 
avoid paying tax. 

It appea rs that money is 'lost' 
through a series of complicated tax 
avoidance schemes. lt moves 
through a series of offshore 
companies-six or seven of them. 
When you actually get all the 
cheques- which is an extremely 
difficult thing to do-there's been 
a · series of !endings and 
borrowmgs. 

You can put them in a circle 
round a table and every lending 
and borrowing cancels out. So ac
tually there's been no act ivity at all 
and the whole purpose of the thing 
is just to 'lose' money . 

The Nigerian stuff is about a 
vanishing export trade. There are 
a series of groups of brothers-one 
in Lagos, one in London, one in 
Lahore . The one in London would 
in theory export some goods to 
somebody in Lagos . He'd get pre
export finance from Johnson Mat
they . Actually no goods, or only a 
fraction of the goods, would go. 
He'd invent a reason as to why the 
contract had broken down to the 
department and say: "Look the 
contract had broken down for 
XYZ", which was completely un
true and the ECGD would pay out 
the money . 

Now the money should be 
assigned to JMB because they had 
provided the fmance for it, but they 

'forgot' to assign it. It's like if you 
buy a very expensive house for £1 
million and the building society 
forget to put a charge on it. It's just 
nonsense! So the customers get the 
benefit of the export credit 
guarantee. 

The bank would normally get the 
money back so they'd be all right. 
But when the coup came in Nigeria, 
people who said they would pledge 
money to repay the bank simply 
couldn't pay. So when the bank 
went to the customers-the people 
who actually owed the money, they 
said: "Well you've known about all 
these frauds, we're not going to 
pay. If the Nigerian Treasury won't 
fork out, we're not going to fork 
out". 

The Export Guarantee Depart
ment were suckered not only in 
relation to Johnson Matthey but in 
relation to a lot of other banks. 
They lost millions from JMB and 
a lot more from other people . . . 

Brian Sedgmore MP, 

Hackney South and Shoreditch. 

Ho w did the Bank of England 
get sucked in? 

The Bank of England was 
despera tely concerned because 
it supervises banks and what has 
emerged is that supervision never 
took place. The supervising depart
ment assumed automatically that 
banks would be honest ... 

If the nature and scale of the 
bank's incompetence came out, the 
governor of the Bank of England 
would probably have to resign .-

The papers haven't been too 
helpful? 

Investigative journalism has 
practically disappeared in the 
1980s. Newspaper owners may v.ell 
be involved with stuff like insider 
dealing and the kind of practices 
I'm objecting to in relation to the 
Stock Exchange. They're probably 
not keen that one gets too deep in 
to this kind of thing: "Who's go
ing to be in the frame next? " 
they're probably saying to them
elves. 

How helpful have the rest of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party been ? 

The Labour front bench are of
ficially calling for an inquiry, but 
the fact that the whole of the press 
is saying: "Why haven't you got 
the support of the Labour fror!t 
bench?", means they haven't made 
their support that clear. 

This is an important issue on a 
whole series of levels-control of 

the City; the use of funds-whether 
they should be for 'candv floss' 
projects (see article opposite) or in
vestment; one law for the rich .. . all 
big issues. I really can't understand 
this inability to exploit an issue 
which will help the Labour Party. 
However, I shall press them 
further ... 

Labour may win the next elec
tion . We can't ignore the results of 
this scanda l. We' ve got to 
remember what Johnson Matthey 
was doing is what a lot of banks 
do. They were putting money into 
candy floss deals. They were con
fusing lending money so other peo
ple could make even more money, 
and creating wealth. They don't 
draw that distinction. Nor does 
Margaret Thatcher. It strengthens 
the argument immeasurably that 

the clearing banks-even though 
Johnson Matthey wasn't a clearing 
bank-should be taken into public 
ownership. 

There are two basic arguments . 
One is that the banks don't lend to 
the right kind of projects, they 
aren't sustaining manufacturing in
dustry. There's too much money 
going into property and dubious 
third world projects that are not 
only damaging ourselves. but also 
people in the Third World . Too 
many get rich quick and easy pro
jects. So this strengthens the argu
ment for public ownership. 

Second, all governments want to 
control the supply of credit, and 
why not through control rather 

than the winks and nods system 
we've got? The more one exposes 
what's going on in the banking 
system, the more they realise 
they're politically open to attack 
and to arguments that there should 
be major changes in the way the 
banks are run .. . 

I don 't know why I 'm in
vestigating for the Fraud Squad . 
It's not what I'm paid to do . We 
appear to be better doing the Fraud 
Squad's job than thecy are . . . 

Masses of this evidence has been 
sent on to the government months 
ago. So the idea that I've been 
hanging on to it is just nonsense . 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer's 
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had it. The Attorney General's had 
it. They haven't had everything 
because I' ve been afraid the Bank 
of England wouldn't play fair and 
tell the truth. So I've fed that out 
rather slowly. They get a lot and 
then provide a defence, and then I 
feed them some more . I' ve caught 
them out several times that way! 

It looks like the whole story's go
ing to break now . .. ? 

Well I certainly hope so. One ad
mires the resiliance of the British 
establishment to get round almost 
anything. I 've been kicked out (of 
the House of Commons) . Where 
else but in Britain would you end 
up by arresting the investigator? 

The 
P.rincipJ!! 
characters: 
(Taken from Hansard)-

lan Fraser, a director of Johnson 
Mat they bank, he was in charge of 
their loans policy . 

According to Brian Sedgemore 
(Hansard, 8 November) after a 

customer (Mr Melwani) was ar
rested in Nigeria: " That means that 
the money had to go back im
mediately, and Mr !an Fraser was 
said to be on the verge of commit
ting suicide. As Mr Melwani was in 
prison and could not pay back the 
money Mr Fraser had to 
desperately invent a profit. I believe 
that that is one of the reasons why 
the book keeping started to go 
wrong at JMB ... Anyone who 
knew that Mr Ian Fraser had been 
involved in that case did not have 
to blackmail Mr Fraser but just had 
to go along and say that they knew 
about the case, and they would get 
a loan from JMB" . 

'Work hard, play hard' seems to 
have been Fraser' s motto, 
Sedgemore again: "The Fraud 
Squad has discovered that Mr Ian 

BANKS BORROW money off 
people and lend it out again at a 
higher rate of interest. Bank pro
fits stem from the difference bet
ween the low rate of interest paid 
to a depositor with the bank and 
the higher rate of interest gained 
from the bank's customers (you 
probably get charged . for the 
privilege of lending them the 
money in your current account). 

By Mick Brooks 
Bank profits are therefore part 

of the surplus value produced by 
the working class, but this surplus 
value has already been divided and 
sub-divided between the different 
sections of the capitalist class, who 
rip each other off by swapping 
pieces of coloured paper. 

Thus the banks syphon off all 
the idle money in society and lend 
it out, mostly to big capitalists. 

There are two kinds of banks. 
The clearing banks (who swap each 
other's cheques) are the well known 
high street banks such as Lloyds, 
Barclays, NatWest and the 
Midland. Their assets come main
ly from the deposits of working 
class people and small traders 
whose wages or salaries are paid in
to a bank account. Their managers 
are proverbially stuffy, sober
suited gentlemen who hand out 
homilies about 'cutting your coat 
according to your cloth' more 
readily than overdrafts when you 
go to them for a home or a holiday. 

The high-flying merchant banks 
tend to look down on the plodding 
old high street banks. They are in
volved in the exotic world of inter
national finance. They borrow 
from the very rich and the big com
panies and either float loans for 
public bodies all over the world by 
organising bond issues, lend money 
to multinational corporations or 
finance trade. 

In all this activitv they ask one 
question-"What's in it for us? " 
Disposing of the money-capital of 
our society, they are not interested 
in building up Britain's productive 
resource. The fraudulent activities 
Johnson Matthey was drawn into 
is only the thin end of a very thick 
wedge of speculative activit~·
'candyfloss' as Brian ·sedgemore 
calls it. 

World trade is normally oiled b~ 

Fraser had a couple of mistresses 
who needed expensive entertain
ment. Mahmoud Sipra told us that 
Mr Abdul Shamgi provided the flat 
for Mr Fraser in Mayfair." 

Abdul Shamgi: "We know that 
he is an acquaintance of the prime 
minister, he is a friend of the chair
man of the Conservative Party and 
he is an erstwhile friend of the 
Minister of State for Defence Pro
curement. He is held up by the 
Conservative Party as the kind of 
im migrant who can come to Bri
tain, make millions of pounds and 
show how the free enterprise 
system works". 

" Mr Shamgi bought Gomba 
Stonefield empire in Cumnock in 
Scotland and he set up a shell of a 
factory producing heavy vehicles. 
he received many grants from the 
Scottish Development Agency. 
Then, when he had got those 
grants, he moved the whole opera
tion, lock, stock and barrel to 
Rochester" (Hansard, 8 
November). -
Sedgem~re went on to detail 

various other deals entered in to by 
Shamgi. He er.ded up owing JMB 
£19 million. 

Mahomoud Sipra: The biggest 
debtor of JMB, owing $70 million . 

Sedgemore provided details ot a 
number of Sipra's activities which 
if proven in a court would show 
him to be guilty of a host of frauds. 
Most centrally he points the finger 
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credit from the banks. Merchants 
borrow 'till their ship comes in'. 
Because of the risks involved in in
ternational trade which the JMB 
affair has helped unearth, the 
government has set up an Export 
Credit Guarantee Department in
tended to encourage exports. In
stead the ECGD was shamelessly 
plundered by Johnson Matthey 
customers in deals where no expor
ting took place. 

The JMB affair opens a window 
on the much publicised world debt 
crisis. As the Economist points out. 
(23 Nov) "Roughly-half the foreign 
capital lent to the big Latin 
American debtors since 1979 left 
them again almost as soon as it ar
rived." The same seems to have 
been true of the Nigerian debt 
mountain. According to 
Sedgemore £1 billion of this 
debt-owed to British financers 
alone-was racked up by straightfor
ward fraud. 

No goods were imported into 
Nigeria under these deals either to 
feed the 90 million population or 
to build up its industry. The fiddles 
were mainly based around the 
Nigerian currency, the naira. 
Under the corrupt Shagari regime 
you could get one naira for £1 sterl
ing in a Lagos bank and three naira 
in the street. What could be simpler 
than to exchange sterling for black 
market naira? 

This is the kind of creditable 
foreign exchange deals our august 
city institutions were up to , all in 
the name of helping the third 
world! 

The whole issue only came to 
light with the 1984 military coup. 
The new regime in Lagos announc
ed they could not repay their debts 
and JMB's customers little 'money
go-round' suddenly came to a stop. 
Because they couldn't get their 
money back they couldn't pay 
Johnson Matthey back. The Bank 
of England had to step in and take 
over £248 million of bad debt. 

The whole banking system is rot
ten. We don ' t know how many 
more were tied up in fraud. The 
JMB affair shows that the whole 
banking system needs taking into 
public ownership ·and workers' 
control to turn out the nests of all 
those who use our money against 
us. 

at the Bank of England. Sedgemore 
a lleges Sipra was approached by 
the Bank of England over a court 
case he had taken out against them 
in New York. 

"The Bank of England was 
desperate to stop the action because 
it reached an agreement with Mr 
Sipra in June, 'You stop your ac
tion in New York' -and I have 
documentary evidence of this
'and we will not take out a con
tempt action in the English H igh 
Court and we will drop our Mareva 
action against you' . The whole 
position is bizarre because the 
agreement was reached in June, yet 
the New York court action lapsed 
on 24 May-such is the brilliance 
of counsel and solicitors who ad
vise the Bank of England". 

"There was another aspect to 
settling the deal. The Bank of 
England offered the equity of 1 
Chester Terrace to Mr Sipra for 
£65,000 although there was bet
ween £100,000 and £300,000 equi
ty in the property." 

Michael Hepker: Sedgemore ac
cused him of two frauds in South 
Wales and one on Imperial Tobac
co and continued: "What on earth 
is going on___with our society? If I 
go to the east end of London and 
pinch SOp out of a till, three car 
loads of policemen come down. 
Steal 280 million pence, as Mr 
Hepker has done, and he sits up in 
Leeds running a public company". 
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Greece · 

THE ONE-DAY strike on 14 November was 
a sign of Greece's biggest crisis since the se
cond world war, comparable to the student 
rising against the military dictatorship in 
1974. 

The capitalist parties, 
twice defeated by P ASOK 
are demoralised, divided and 
see no way out of the crisis. 
Immediately following 
June's election defeat, the 
main capitalist party New 
Democracy (ND) split with 
nine of its newly elected MPs 
forming the 'Democratic 
Renovation'. 

The capitalist class itself at 
present is happily standing 
by and allowing P ASOK to 
carry through a ruthless 
austerity programme . "If 
the conservatives had won 
and tried to apply the 
austerity there would have 
been wholesale revolt and 
they would have fallen. On
ly the Socialists can pull this 
off:-that is why their 
responsibility is so great", a 
leading Greek conservative 
openly commented . 

Counter·reform 
There we re similar 

By a correspondent 

_ change". 
However , rather than 

carry through such a 
transformation, Papandreou 
and the PASOK leadership, 
under the pressure of 
capitalism, have adopted a . 
ruthless programme of 
counter-reform . Public ex
penditure is being cut, wages 
frozen for two years and the 
Drachma devalued by 15 per 
cent, pushing up prices. The 
measures have shattered the 
hopes of Greek workers, and 
brought them into open con
flict witli the PASOK 
government. 

Metal workers, civil ser
va nts , dockers, taxi drivers 
and teachers have all been in
vo lved in strike action . 
Reflecting the radicalisation 
of the middle class, lawyers 
have been on strike for more 
than 51 days! Even workers 
employed at the US NATO 
base have been in action over 
wages. 

• 
OS IOn 

declarations in the bosses ' 
press editorial statements at
tacking ND for calling 
demon~trations against the 
government programme. 
The one fear that the Greek 
bourgeois have expressed is 
that Papandreou may go too 
far and : " . . . provoke a 
situation which may get out 
of control". 

Athens has had two 
24-hour strikes in three 
weeks, one at city and the se
cond at national level. Dur
ing the days preceding the se
cond strike, students at one 
college organised an occupa
tion and even established a 
radio station. 

Workers on ber one day genera l strike . A 
public sector workers showed the anger at Papandreou's package . 

Such fears are more than 
justified. An explosion of 
strikes and demonstrations 
greeted the programme· of 
Papandreou . Greece has 
been plunged into a pre
revolutionary crisis : all sec
tions of society are searching 
for a solution. A massive 
politicisation has taken place 
with furious discussions on 
buses, in restaurants and 
groups gathering on the 
streets. 

In June PASOK was 
returned to power for the se
cond time with 46 per cent of 
the vote. Together with the 
Greek Com'ffiunist Party, 
KKE, a clear majority gave 
their support to a socialist 
transformation of Greek 
society, reflected in the 
PASOK slogan: " for the 

The national general strike 
on 14 November got the sup
port of over 80 per cent of 
workers. It was called by 
both CP and PASOK led 
trade unions . In Athens bet
ween 150,000 and 200,000 
demonstrated ; throughout 
Greece marches and 
meetings were organised . 
Over one and a half million 
workers were on strike, mak
ing it the biggest since the se
cond world war. 

During such a movement 
the working class feels its 
strength as a class and draws 
behind its banner large sec
tions of the middle class. 
Small shops in Athens were 
closed and the banners of the 
doctors could be clearly seen 
on the Athens demonstra
tion . 

Greek workers' strength 

was clearly reflected in two 
incidents. After a small clash 
between strikers and some 
scabs, police arrested the 
strike leaders at a public ser
vice depot. Over 5,000 
workers immediately march
ed to the court whereupon 
the police chief released the 
arrested workers. 

In another incident, a 
policeman drew his gun; he 
made a big mistake . Straight 
awa1 he was disarmed by the 
workers and taken inside a 
factory where he was "firm
ly" shown that such actions 
during such a movement are 
not welcomed. 

Capitalist crisis 

SO THE P ASOK govern
ment finds itself locked in 
confrontation with its own 
workers and winning the 
backing of the very people it 

Supporters of the Marxist paper Xekinima lobby a meeting of PASOK's leaders in September 
in opposition to the austerity programme. 

0 
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was elected to attack . The 
reforms promised b y 
PASOK cannot be im
plemented within the decay
ing and crisis-ridden 
capitalist econom y of 
Greece . A break with the 
rule of the monopolies and 
a socialist plan of production 
are essential to implement 
and maintain such reforms. 

The bosses are unable to 
use more than 70 per cent of 
industrial capacity, so unem
ployment has soared to over 
350,000. A massive forei gn 
debt is bleeding the country 
in almost Latin American 
proportions . Between 1978 
and 1984 the foreign debt 
trebled to US$12 .3 billion ; 
one estimate is as high as 
US$18 billion. For the past 
ten years, 75 per cent of an
nual borrowing has been 
taken up with foreign debt. 

In such a crisis, any 
socialist government serious 
about carrying through it s 
programme would have to 
break the power of the 200 
monpolies which control 70 
per cent of the economy
the alternative is to act in 
their interests by implemen
ting Lhe programme of 
austerity. 

Failure to carry through 
such a socialist plan will 
disillusion many of its sup
porters and probably result 
in the defeat of PASOK at 
the next election, and bring 
into power another govern
ment of the right, possibly 
after splitting PASOK's 
right wing away from the 
party. Such a government 
would rapidly come into col
lision with the working class, 
paving the way for the return 
of another PASOK govern
ment. 

The bourgeois themselves 
fear these developments, 
especially the massive swing 
to the left which P ASOK is 
starting now and which will 
grow. As if to prepare for 

such a development their one 
demand on Papandreou is 
he must "deal with the left 
of the party or we will face 
them in power in the 
future.'' 

But the capitalist class will 
not be able to return to the 
methods of military-police 
dictatorship in the short 
term. The strength of the 
working class and its 
organisations together with 
the weakness of the capitalist 
class prevents it. 

The current crisis has had 
an enormous effect on the 
ranks of the conscript arm
ed forces. At the demonstra
tion in Athens a message of 
support was read from rank 
and file airmen and even 
so me junior officers. 
PASOK and Communist 
Party members report th at 
political discussions are be
ing undertaken amongst the 
ranks of the services . 

Resistance 
Any attempt at a coup 

wou ld meet the fierce 
resistance of the working 
class and win the support of 
many of the ranks of the 
armed forces . It would result 
in a conflict which the 
bourgeois understand they 
would have no certaint y of 
winning. 

Should the working class 
fail to carry through the 
socialist revolution however , 
after a series of defeats and 
demoralisation , then in a 
period of five or possibly ten 
years such a coup would 
eventually be posed. 

Faced with such a crisis, 
the Greek masses are sear
ching for a programme 
which will ensure the carry
ing through of a socialist 
transformation of society. 
They are attempting to 
transform PASOK and their 
traditional organisations and 
equip them with such a pro-

gramme. Notwithstanding 
the hostility towards Papan
dreou's programme, workers 
are remaining with P ASOK 
to fight for an alternati ve. It 
will be a process repeated 
again and again during th e 
Greek revolution. 
· Most workers saw the re
cent strike~as a protest-an 
attempt to force Papandreou 
to change his programme 
and not to bring down the 
governwent. For the work
ing class there is no alter- , 
nati ve to a PASOK 
government. 

The central task before the 
movement 's acti vists ;, to 
build support for a clear 
Marxist alternative to the 
programme of the P ASOK 
right wing; to dra w the 
workers' orga ni sa tion s 
together , unify the struggle 
and offer a way forward on 
policy and st rategy. 

A minority of workers , in 
advance of the mass, have 
raised the idea of a indefinite 
general strike, a develop
~ent which seems unlikely at 
present. But should it occur 
it would pose sharply the 
question of which class is to 
run society. To resol ve such 
a question a Marxist pro
gramme and leadership is 
essential. The task now pos
ed is to win support for such 
an alternative. 

Organisations which can 
bring~alllayers of the work
ing class together are now 

Xekinima: 
The voice of 
Marxism. 
Now fortnight-
ly. Details from 
Xekinima, 
Odonia 1, 
Athens,Greece. 
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Papandreou celebrates after PASOK's election victory on 2 June. 

essential , especially given the 
government's decision to use 
the laws of the ex-military 
regime to remo ve those 
union leaders who supported 
the calling of the general 
strike. 

The establishment of 
Councils of Action, drawing 
delegates from the factories 
could help to launch a 
serious campaign of 
mobilisations, including the 
calling of a series of 24-hour . 
general strikes to force the 
government to abandon its 
austerity measures and ex
plain a socialist alternative to 
transform society. 

Alternative 
By bringing all the various 

layers of th e worki ng class 
together they cou ld unify the 
movement and take it on to 
the next stage of the struggle . 
Athen s Trades Council with 
approxi mate ly 2,000 
delegat e> is the most effec 
ti ve body for such a role. 
With the ot her trad e~ coun 
ci ls throughout Greece, they 
should . now co nstitute 
th emsehes as Yiab le Coun
cil s of Act ion . organi sing 
~ imi l ar bodie> at area and 
dis trict leve l to campaign a t 
everv fact on· and 11 ork 
place. 

They should be thrown 
open to the represen t<Ci il·es 
of the students, sma ll shop 
keepers and middle cla>s 
11- ho are being se1erely af
fected b~ the crisis and look
ing to the 11orkers' organisa
tions for a solution. 

Unfort unately the Greek 
Comm un ist Party, which 
has a 1·ery po" erful position 
amongst the trade uni ons, is 
failing to un dertake such a 
campaign. Rather than 
organising a strugg le to unify 
the movement the leadership 
is separating the differen t 
groups of workers and .:ail
ing different groups out on 
strike at different times. 

\Vit h many 11 0rker;; look 
ing for a n a lt ern ati ve they 
have limited them se!l·es to 
attac ks against PASOK and 
vague cal ls for an extension 

of the public sector, coupl
ed with a very hostile at
titude towards the rank and 
file of PASOK . 

Due to the policy of the 
PASOK government, even 
these limitations of the Com
munist Party will not stop 
limited gains in the short 
term , and the party is ex
pected to increase its position 
in the forthcoming union 
elections . However the stand 
adopted by the leadership 

THE DEPTH of the crisis in 
Greece has been further 
revealed in the recent riots. 
However they have adopted 
a somewhat different course 
from that reported in the 
media. 
The~· were provoked by 

the police , working in collu
sio n with small groups of 
fascists and attacking 
students celebrating the an
niversary of the 1974 
students' movement against 
the military regime. In the 
light of this a govern ment 
minister and PASOK EC 
member has resigned . 

has caused 11·idesprt:td di s· 
-; em wit hin the CP . esp<::,:ia l
l v amongst its worker 
members . 

Under such cond itions the 
i dea~ of Marxism are ''inn
ing increased -; u pp on as 
\\Orkers sea rch out a clea r 
a lte rnative. 

l r it persists with it s pro
capita lis t programme of 
counter-reform , the PASOK 
go1·ernment seems set to 
st urn bie from crisis to crisis. 
The enormous movement of 
the Gree k workers at some 
st age will pause before once 
again moving on to the of
fensive. As the process of 
revolution unfolds, the 
forces of Marxism can be 
enormously st rengthened to 
become the dec isive force in 
Greece and reso lve the crisis 
by the sociali st tra nsforma
tion of societ y. 
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MOOPOYME NA BfOYME 

New union gives pass law 
ultimatum to ·Botha re ime 

Elijah Barayi on the shoulders of jubilant members of the new· federation. 

LAST WEEKEND, a conference and a 
10,000-strong rally launched the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions (COSATU). This 
brings under one banner 34 non-racial democratic 
unions with over half a million members. 

Every socialist in Britain 
should campaign to support 
COSA TU and build direct 
union links. 

After li'inonths of heroic 
country-wide insurrection in 
the townships led by black 
youth, the black industrial 
workers are determined to 
unite in action at the head of 
the movement against the 
bosses and the murderous 
apartheid regime. 

Fighting spirit 
The workers' fightin g 

spirit was expressed in the 
speech of Elijah Barayi, vice
president of the SA NUM 
at~d no w pre si dent of 
COSA TU . Described in the 
pres~ as "a stalwart of the 
African National Congress 
before it was outlawed", 
comrade Barayi " spelt out 
the socialist aspirations of 
COSA TU" and declared the 
workers ' inten~ ion of na
tionalising the mir.es and big 
businesses on takin,;:. po1-1-er 
(Guardian, 2 Decernber 
1985). 

He delivered a mil itar,r 
ultimatum to Botha, draw 
ing th underous a pplause. 
· 'COSATU gives Botha six 
months to get rid of passes . 
If that does not take place we 
will burn the passes. 

" I want to give PW Both a 
a !asi -.::Hning to get rid of 
the pass la\IS and to 
withdra\1 the troops fro m 
the townshi ps before the 
country burns". 

l f carried into effect in a 

full-scale national campaign, 
this ultimatum can provide 
the focus for the entire mass 
movement in the period 
ahead, and help lift union 
membership towards the 
million mark . COSATU, 
together with the youth , in a 
united front with the UDF, 
must back up the ultimatum 
with organisation and 
power . 

While the activists in SA 
still show themselves tireless 
in battle, below the surface 
the mass movement has 
begun slightly to recede 
(de sp ite cont inued erup
tions), because of the di f
ficult y of carrying the insur
rectionary movement in its 

. present form beyond the 
flaming townsh ip streets . 
Prolonged stalemate has 
meant the state graduall y (if 
only temporarily) regai ning 
the upper hand. 

The resulting frus tration 
of the fighting youth had 
begun to open a dangerous 
rift with unions slow to move 
into political batt le. A 
COSATU-led campaign to 
smash the pass laws can now 
provide a way forward
within the scope of the fo rce 
presently in the hands of the 
black working class. 

In May, al one at that 
tim e, Tnqaba urged: 

. were there now to be a 
reall y determined , \\ell 
o rganised and re 'i olutely led 
mass campaig n of pass
burning, the compiete de
fiance of inflm: .::ont rollaws , 

and attacks on pass courts 
and records offices, this 
system could be thoroughly 
wrecked . However, to the 
extent that the matter is left 
to the ruling class to decide, 
it is most unlikely that they 
could move to the abolition 
of these measures". (Supple
ment, issue 16/ 17, p . 23) 

Now the COSATU presi
dent has set six months for 
Botha to scrap the pass 
laws-or the passes burn . 

The regime faces a dilem
ma. The big bosses and even 
the President's stooge Coun
cil have recently declared in 
favour of ending passes . 
But, as we argued , Bothat 
fears to give a signal of 
weakness to the blacks. 

Name the date 
Now he must decide: sur- . 

render in humil iat ion to the . 
ultimatum of COSATU , or · 
throw all his force at the. 
uni ons in a situat ion which 
will split the ruling class, the . 
whites, and potentially even 
the troops . 

COSA TU leaders must 
name the date for the passes 
to burn! May Day wo uld 
have been a good choice, but 
it is only fi ve months away. 
31 May is the 25th anniver
sary of the white racist 
Republic. Better still , 16 
June is the tenth anniversary 
of the Soweto up risi ng. 
What better acknowledge
ment of the youth' s role than 
to set this date for a one-day 
national general strike and 
mass pass-burning in the 
townsh ips? Whatever date, 
set it now! 

How many passes are 
there in SA? Ten million? 
Then ten mill ion passes must 

burn! The 500,000 COSA TU 
members, the tens of 
thousands of youth activists, 
the women at home-all 
should become campaigners 
now to prepare the day when 
the passes will burn . 

Preparations should be 
made to defend the 
townships on that day with 
all available means against 
police and troop attacks . 
Coloured and Indian 
workers and youth should be 
prepared to join one-day 
strike action and to erect 
barricades in their townships 
to draw arm y units away 
from the African townships . 

White students should be 
mobilised to converge on the 
African townships in order 
to complicate the position of 
the police and troops in 
opening fire . 

Mass report-backs in all 
ci ties on the COSA TU con
ference should be used to 
la unch this campaign now. 

Th e Comm onw ealth 
heads ga ve Both a "six 
moJ1ths" to change apar
theid, or face sanctions. 
That is a "dog with rubber 
teeth", as workers say. 

COSA TU's ultimatum is 
di ffere nt. It has real teet h , 
and they must be used or the 
enormous hopes placed in it 
wi ll be d is ap pointed . 
Workers around the world 
should aid thi s histo ri c 
development in the South 
African struggle in every 
pract ical way. 

By Paul Storey 
(Member of the 

Editorial Boa rd o f 
Jnqaba ya Basebenzi, 

journal of the 
Marxist Workers' 

Tendency of the ANC) 

·cb8~p .labour. in . millionaire land . · 
PRITCHARDS, the British multina
tional cleaning company have gained 
the hostility of man); workers in Bri
tain. They control firms like Crothall'l. 
Barking hospital workers were forced 
into a long strike against them last 
year. 

Acco rding to an article in Inter
national lAbour Reports, their activities 
abroad seem even more unsavoury. 
Cheap labour is their guiding rule. In 
oil- rich Kuwait the compan)· recruits 
thousands of desperate workers from 
Bangladesh and other Asian count ries. 

Workers were reportedly recruited 
as hospital messengers and promised 

they would be earning about £200 a 
month . The workers borrvwed money 
fo r tickets and work permits. In 
Kuwait they were told they had to 
work as cleaners on £120 per 
month-and pay £30 o~ that for 
accommodation-a hut 15 foot square 
shared wit h six others . 

The producth·i ty rate expecte<! is 
very arduous and workers ar e 
prevented from tal king to each other. 
The reP.ort claims that workers face 
assault and intimidation. The threat of 
deportation hangs over the workers 
when their two year contract is due to 
finish and holiday entitlements are 

due. 
Inadequate clothing in the cold 

winters and inadequate protection 
against chemicals, no medical facil ities 
on the camps and no right to treatment 
outside, deduction of wages for 
sickness, the allegations against the 
firm are numerous. 

The only form of protest possible so 
far has been to refuse to work hard so 
that Pritchards lose contracts. Trade 
unionists in Britain should demand an 
investigation into what this company , 
so popular with the Tories, are doing 
in their worldwide operations. 



US air traffic 
controllers 

• reorganise 
Dear Comrades, 

Many workers around the world will 
remember Reagan's sacking of 11,000 air 
traffic controllers (P A TCO) and their leaders 
being led away in chains. 

Four years later, after P ATCO was 
disbanded, Reagan's attempt to smash 
workers' organisations has rebounded. The 
air traffic controllers hired to replace the 
sacked workers are organising a trade union. 

The problems faced by air traffic con
trollers remain and the conditions have 
deteriorated, it is against this background 
that the new air traffic controllers are 
organising. 

ILY.ru! 
want to 

The disregard by Reagan for the safety of 
workers and their families both in the air and 
on the ground was shown recently: two 
private aircraft slammed into each other, sen
ding blazing wteckage and fuel to the 
ground. Six people died and half a block of 
houses were destroyed . 

Worldwide, 1985 is already the worst year 
for deaths in airline accidents. In America 
this is exacerbated by the sacking of ex
petienced air traffic controllers. A recent 
Congressional report revealed that near mid
air collisions had aimost doubled since the 
sackings four years ago and that the system 
was often pushed to its limits . 

Members of Reagan's own party, 
Republican Congressmen, are calling on him 
to rehire some of the sacked air traffic con
trollers. However, it will be the new organisa
tion of the air traffic controllers which will 
solve this dangerous situation. 

Yours fraternally 
Jim Greer 
EETPU 

know the 
truth . .. 

Send us your views, comments or criticism. Write to Militant, 
3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB 

Dear Comrades, 
On 24 September 1985 the 

BBC six O'clock news dealt 
with the Liverpool City 
Council crisis. It was stated 
that the GMBATU, TGWU 
and UCATT "voted" for 
strike action in support of 
the council, however, the 
teachers, NUPE, lecturers 
and electricians' unions were 
"against" such support". 

This report failed to men
tion local officials of both 
NUT and NUPE took the 
decision not to strike on 
behalf of their members. 
Aunty Beeb implied that all 
those "against" the council's 
stand had voted. 

Dear Comrades, •· 
Petty harassment by the 

army, the ll'olice and the 
Ulster Defence Regiment is 
a part of everyday life in 
Northern Ireland, especially 
if you cross the border. 

On . Tuesday 19 
November, myself and two 
other Militant supporters
plus the wife of one and their 
three small children, the 
eldest five-were very rude
ly detained by the police at 
a border · checkpoint at 
Strabane, Co Tyrone, and 
directed into a shed to be 
searched. The soldiers who 
searched the car were polite 
enough-insofar as people 
toting guns can be. But three 
small children were 
frightened. 

We were on our way to a 
union meeting. In Northern 
Ireland this unpleasant ex
perience and repression is so 
much a part of daily life, 
that it is hardly commented 
on any more. 

Yours fraternally 
Anton McCabe 
Derry 

Consider the media reac
tion when the NUM ex
ecutive "denied" their 
members a ballot during the 
coal strike--can you imagine 
the rumpus the Beeb would 
have made if the local unions 
of Liverpool council had in
structed their members to 
strike? Neil Kinnock (left) attacking Militant, while Militant supporters attack the Tories. 

I outlined these points to 
the BBC news editor. The 
reply, a veiled apology, 
stated "the programme's in
troduction could have been 
handled more appropriate
ly" and regretted that "an 
incorrect impression might 
have been inadvertantly 
given". 

Selective investigation investigation and restructur
ing in South Glamorgan. 

The Liverpool Labour 
councillors' only 'crime' is to 
try and defend jobs and ser
vices according to the 
democratic wishes of the 
party's rank and file . Judg
ing by the antics of both Neil 
Kinnock and the South 
Glamorgan Labour coun
cillors you would think that 
actually was a crime. 

Yet again the damage has 
been done. Another piece of 
media mud has distorted the 
facts. The working class will 
never gain a fair hearing 
within the capitalist media. 
We must build our own press 
to counteract these distor
tions and lies. Forward to a 
daily Militant! 

Yours fraternally 
RS Bishop 
Middlesex 

Dear Comrades, 
It 'seems that when 

democracy does not suit Kin
nock and eo, they change it. 
Liverpool District Labour 
Party is to be investigated 
with a view to a restructur
ing simply to reduce Mili
tant's influence in the party 
and on the council. 

Liverpool Labour Party is 
the most democratic in the 
country where council policy 
is determined by the 270 
District party delegates. 
Compare that with Labour-

Strike? Blame Militant 
FROM THE Sunday Telegraph (1 December): 
"Conservative Euro MPs last night demanded an 
urgent enquiry into claims that a £1 million strike 
at the Ford car plant at Dagenham last month was 
the result of a "campaign of lies" organised by Mili
tant Tendency members at the European Parliament 
headquarters". 

It seems our ideas are even sprouting in Brussels. 

controlled South Glamorgan 
County Council. Since being 
elected this year the right 
wing councillors have mov
ed to sack teachers despite 
the overwhelming opposition 
of county party delegates 
and the existence of a no
compulsory redundanc y 
agreement between council 
and unions. Also they are to 
close old people's homes in 
order to bring in privatisa
tion by the back door despite 
union opposition. However 
I don ' t hear any talk about 

Yours fraternally 
Chris Peace 
Labour Party Wales 
Executive Committee 
(Personal capacity) 

A mce little earner 

ONE DAY, Sir lain Moncreiffe of that Ilk, Albany 
Herald of Arms had a brainwave. Why not design 
some jewellery for local government dignitaries. 
Now Lady Penelope Gilbey of the Gilbey Jubilee 
Collection is making this worthy dream come true. 

Designed "for wear by female councillors and 
wives and daughters of male councillors", her 
brooch, the 'civic crown' has a coronet in solid 
silver with a Roman emblem in 22 carat gold and 
a Latin motto underneath to show you have been 
well educated. It will cost you £85 and is just the 
thing for those darlings of the press, local coun
cillors who 11re sensible, moderate, law abiding and 
very conceited. 

•••••••••••••••• 

Everyday life in Northern Ireland. Photo : Philip Jones Griffiths 

A letter to 
Kinnock 
'' I have been a member of 
the Labour party since 16 
October this year. I am a 
mother of three children ex
isting, just, on my huspand's 
supplementary benefit as he 
has been unemployed now 
for four years . 

I turned to the Labour 
Party from the SiDP as I felt 
that as a working class per
son, the working class party 
should be able to do more 
for my family and others like 
us . 

I am disgusted therefore at 
the stand you are taking 
against people whose only 
crime as far as I can see is to 
be good Labour Part y 
members , canvassing and 
recruiting members to the 

party , raising fund s and at
tempting to carry out the 
constitution of the Labour 
Party; clause four , part four. 
This is printed on the back 
of m y Labour Parr y 
membership card and is the 
main reason I joined the 
Labour Party . 

I respectfully suggest that 
you hunt out your own 
membership card , or borrow 
someone else ' s and remind 
}:ourself of what you ha\ e 
been elected to carry out. t f 
I had wanted Tury policies I 
would have joined the Con
-servative Party. ' ' 

Yours 
i'vlrs L Coul<;on 
Basildon 

Supporting Militant 
Dear Comrades, 

I am a member of the Labour Party and I have been sad
dened by the attitude of the leadership of our party to the 
heroic efforts of the Liverpool Labour council. I would like 
to give Militant my full support in any way possible, to fight 
expulsions and to fight for socialists policies that are con
tained in your excellent newspaper. 

Yours fraternally 
Colin Campbell 
Harrogate LPYS 

Dear Comrades, 
According to a recent 

London Business School 
report, Britain's pension 
funds have built up a 
massive surplus of £50 
billion-that is they have 
£I ,000 for every man, 
woman and child which 
they will never have to 
pay back .This money 
washes around the 
world's financial 
markets, providing fat 
pay-offs for the various 
institutions which trade in 
our hard earned income . 

Many on the right de
mand of socialists: 
"Where will you get the 

money to pay for your 
programme? " Even some · 
Labour P art y leade rs 
claim that such basic 
demands as a minimum 
wage or grants for the 
over 16s are "im
possibilist" because we 
cannot afford them. 

At a stroke the na
tionalisation of the city 
institutions would pro
vide billions of pounds to 
provide a decent living 
wage and investment 
funds for a democratic 
socialist plan. 

Yours fraternally 
Adam Goulcher 
Deptford Labour Party 
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Anglo-lrish agreement 

The face of Northern lreland - repression and poverty. Photo: Militant 

Why socialists oppose N I deal 
DAVE NELLIST and Terry Fields were amongst 13 
Labour MPs who voted against the Anglo-lrish Agree
ment in parliament last week. Below, Dave Nellist ex
plains the -socialist alternative to the Agreement argued 
for by himself and Terry Fields in the Parliamentary 
Labour Party. 

THE ANGLO-Irish Agree
ment , in simultaneously offer
ing no solution to the national 
question in Ireland, yet at the 
same time heightening the fears 
and suspicions of Protestant 
workers, will lead inevitably to 
an increase in the poison of 
sectarianism . 

This Agreement is a purely 
cosmetic exercise which is doomed 
to failure. The idea that an inter
go\·ernmental conference of blue 
Tories from Westminster and 
green Tories from Dublin car. bring 
about sta bi li ty is pure fantasy. If 
such a conference made recommen
dations which we re then im
plemented such as curtail ing the 
power of the Ulster Defence Regi
ment, there would be massive Pro
testant reaction whipped up by 
loyalist bigots. If on the other hand 
it came up wit h nothing, it wou ld 
be seen by Cat holics as yet another 
talking shop and wo uld eventually 
co llapse . 

Its final net effect will have been 
to increase sectarianism, and in
crease the risk of civil war. Faced 
with these Tory proposals \\·hich 
can only di vide workers, sociali sts 
must present a class alternati ve, 
around which workers can be 
united . 

The Agreement does nothing to 
alleviate the conditions of Irish 
working people-Protestant or 
Catholic, North or South . It does 
nothing to alleviate the mass 
unemployment, the poverty, poor 
housing o r discrimination against 
Catholics. The only jobs that may 
come will be for a few, top civil ser
vants . The Agreement wi ll not end 
army or police repression, and will 
certainly not end sectarianism or 
violence .. 

The Agreement does not reflect 
any genuine desires by the British 
or Irish Tories for re-unification
as atonement for the partition of 

' I 920/ 21-but it is an indication of 
the desire of the British ruling class 
to wash their hands of the enor
mous economic drain lhat a divid
ed Ireland has become. 

Government aid , or subvention, 
to the North of Ireland has increas
ed from £74 million in 1969 to 
£I ,491 million this year . The addi
tional cost of maintaining the ar
my there has risen from £1,500,000 
in 1969 to £121 million today-a 16 
year period in which 2,500 people 
lost their lives and 27,500 were in
jured. If that were transferred to 
Britain, that's equivalent to 90,000 
dead and a million injured. 

Estimates by the New Ireland 
Forum for the years 1969-82 show
ed the extra security costs , and the 
compensation for deaths, inj.ury 
and damage to property as £5,255 
million; to which must be added 
economic costs such as lost output 
at £3,68 1 million . 

For the South, over the same 
period, the estimates are £1,0 19 
mi llion, and £1,1 10 million. 

That giws a total for those 13 
years of £11 ,064 million , which in 
today' s price~: , and adding four 
years since I n2, must mean the 
economic costs of the 'troubles ' are 
about £16,000 million . 

VVasted resourses 
In a rational, sane , socialist 

united lreland- freel y and volun
tari ly federated to a soc ialist 
Bri t:=tin-what could have been 
done with £16,000 million: to of
fer hope of a real job to the youth 
of the North and the South, to 
repai r, renovate and modernise 
tho usands of inadequate homes
as common on the Shankhill as 
they are in the Falls areas . 

Capitalist division not only costs 
li ves, but brings poverty to hun
dreds of thousands-whilst the 
resources exist to generate a decent 
future. 

But on a capitalist basis, there is 
no attraction to the Protestant 
population in re-unification. 
Southern Ireland has even lower 
living standards than the North 
(itself the lowest in the uK). 
Welfare provision in the South is 
even more abysmal than this Tory 
government has so far achieved. 

The green Tories of the South 
ha ve no rea l desire for re
uni ficatio n . It's a diversionary 
tactic-to try to deflect growing 
anger at the economic mess over 
which they preside. 

The last thing that the green 
Tories of Fianna Fail or Fine Gael 
want is a united Ireland with a 
million disaffected Protestants in 
the North (a minimum of 10 per 
cent of them with access to 
firearms), and a half a million 
Catholics expecting a better deal. 

The crisis ridden capitalist 
system cannot offer the one thing 
which could evaporate sectarian 
fears and make them irrelevant
a better life for all workers . For 
that is needed the unity of the 

·working class , and r. political ex
pression of its own-a party of 
Labour based on the trade unions, 
the Trades Councils. the tenants 

a nd other communit y 
organisations . 

The North of Ireland is the 
poorest area in Britain-in 1984 the 
average manual wage was £134.20 
(in Great Britain it was £152.60) 
and basic prices are 6-7 per cent 
higher in the North . 

Unemployment in real terms is 
35 per cent-in many towns it ap
proaches 50 per cent. Twice as 
man y workers--are unemployed as 
those working m manufacturing in
dustry. Over a thousand more jobs 
will go because this government has 
deceded to axe the NI gas industry. 

Slum housing afflicts both com
munities. With the collapse of the 
textile, manufacturing and heavy 
industries , any marginal ' advan
tage' Protestant workers may have 
had in the past has long since been 
evaporated. 

Sectarianism, like racism, finds 
its most productive breeding 
ground in such conditions of 
despair. 

It was the united worki ng 
classes' struggles against such con
d itions over 60 years ago that lead 
to the British ruling class of that 
time to use the weapons of parti
tion , a cold and calculated move to 
divide and rule. They set up the sec
tarian statelet of Northern Ireland, 
not only to protect their material 
assets in thi s industri1ftised region 
vf then economic and military im
portance; but also to act as a bar
rier tu the growing militancy of the 
Irish wo:-kers, inspired as it was by 
the Ru ssi<t'l revolution of 191 7 . 

After the first World War socie
ty was in ft:ment. The Irish 
workers both Catholic and Protes
tant , were united in class struggle . 
The Irish Transport and General 
Workers Union member<;hip rose 
from 5,000 in 1916 to 130,000 by 
1921 . Soviets were proclaimed in 
areas such as Limerick. The Pro
testant stronghold of Belfast was 
paralysed by the great engineers 
strike of 1919. 

Partition 
The British ruling class feared 

revolution . They feared this re\·olu
tionary mood would spread to the 
Clyde, South Wales and Liverpool. 
Partition was their way of de
railing that movement. They used 
partition to artificially divide the 
workers. Yet having created the 
monster of sectarianism, it now 
refuses to lie down · and die . 

The past 16 years have seen a 
whole series of failed 'initiatives' by 
British capitalism to solve the pro
blems they created. Even the Army 
itself (in leaked documents in 1979) 
admitted that its own methods, 
coupled with the poverty and social 
conditions , would continually 
recreate new generations o f 
republican activists. Years of 

military presence and repression 
which has been extended to 
Southern Ireland and Britain
have all been tried, mainly against 
the Catholic population . The Ar
my has searched 310,000 houses in 
the last 13 years. 

Bullets cannot solve the political 
problems of Northern Ireland . The 
methods of individual terrorism of 
the Provisional IRA have thrown 
many of the Protestant workers in
to the arms of the vicious reac
tionaries of Unionism, of the 
Orange Order and the loyalist 
paramilitaries . 

The methods of the Provos have 
provided an excuse for successive 
governments to step up the 
repressive state apparatus-much 
of which has later been used against 
struggles by the labour movement . 

Most of all, the methods of the 
Provos have cut across the task of 
building a powerful and united 
working class opposition to ex
ploitation and repression . Workers 
throughout Ireland want to see an 
end to sectarian violence-but on
ly the strength of the working class 
itself can achieve this . It was the 
spontaneous revulsion of workers 
in Derry, Newry and other towns 
which led to the partial general 
st rikes and demonstrations against 
sectarian killings in 1975. 1976 saw 
the re-birth of labour movement 
organisations such as the trades 
councils. 

The mood of most workers is 
still against the paramilitaries-but 
the trade union leaders of 1985 
have so far failed to build on the 
growing striving for class unity by 

creating a party of labour. That 
task now assumes a crucial urgen
cy. A socialist alternative from the 
labour movement is not just 
another or a different approach to 
the problems of the North. It is the 
only realistic alternative . The com
mon miseries and common class in
terests of workers in the North pro
vides the only material basis for a 
challenge to the ideologies of 
Unionism and nationalism. It is the 
only basis for the unity of Catholic 
and Protestant workers . 

Socialist poli cies-the public 
ownership of major industry under 
workers' control and management 
would establish the framework fo r 
a planned recoy ery from the 
devastation of monetarism, not on
ly in ~he North , but in the South 
and internationally. 

The creation of a campaigning, 
socialist party of labour in the 
North, combined with the breaking 
of coalition by Labour in the 
South, could lay the basis for the 
revitalisation of the \vorking class 
throughout the island . 

With the workers' movement 
taking on the bosses, in tandem, 
North and South, the real possibili
ty of the unification of the forces 
of labour could be created . 

Such a movement wou ld 
challenge, for the first time, 
the very existence of both s,ectarian 
states. 

Sectarianism, stri fe, death and 
destruction have plagued Ireland 
for 600 years . Workers' unity and 
socialism could consign those pro
blems to their final resting place
the dustbin of history. 

Militant supporters in Nothern Ireland have played a leading role in building _, 
the socialist alternative . Below, Young Socialists march through Belfast . :r 

~----------------~----~~--- 8 
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INDUSTRIAL REPORTS 

Darfield Main 
pit campaign 
for community 
OVER THE past few months the National 

· Coal Board have tried almost everything 
possible to get the men at Darfield Main to 
close their own pit. 

In August the NCB pro
duced and widely publicised 
a league table of pit costs of 
coal per tonne. Darfield 
came bottom nationally with 
a cost of £454 per tonne. 

What the board didn't ex
plain is that this figure was 
taken for the period when a 
new face was being 
developed and encountering 
difficulties and included the 
annual holiday . Thus the 
figure was taken completely 
out of context. 

In fact, up until August 
production had been around 
the £40 per tonne mark . 
Since then it has been under 
the board's 'magical' £39 per 
tonne target. However the 
NCB haven't seen fit to 
publicise this fact as it makes 
a mockery of their attempts 
to close the colliery. 

Dubious 
accounting 

In the week ending 15 
November 1985 Darfield 
Main produced coal at £34 
per tonne , giving the NCB a 
profit of £104 ,000. 

The Board then decided to 
charge Darfield Main 
£100,000 interest for invest 
ment in the new washer at 
Grimethorpe colliery. Even 
if you accept this highly 

By Simon Duerden 

dubious accounting practice, 
it still left Darfield with a 
profit of £4,000 . 

But the question must be 
asked, if Darfield shuts what 
will happen to this interest 
cha[ge? Presumably it will 
be placed on another local 
pit, thus helping to make 
that pit 'uneconomic' . 

The struggles of miners at 
Bold and St Johns collieries 
against closure seem to pro
ve that the NCB won't shut 
a pit until they can get the 
men themselves to vote to 
shut it, thus giving the Coal 
Board a massive propagan
da weapon. 

Articles on Bold and St 
Johns in previous issues of 
the Militant have explaiend 
how the Board will lie, cheat, 
use blackmail and intimida
tion to force a closure vote. 
The Board are now doing the 
same at Darfield Main. 

Despite the fact that the 
pit was making a profit the 
Board have attempted to 
disrupt production and 
divide the workforce. 

Management ripped up 
the existing contract and im
posed a new one, which 
basically involved more 
work for less money. They 
also threatened to transfer 

men to other pits until the 
end of the National Review 
Procedure if they refused to 
accept the new contract. 

But the union stood firm 
and the NCB have now par
tially backed down. 
However, it is certain that 
the NCB will try similar tac
tics in the future. 

The Darfield Main and 
community action group are 
demanding that the books of 
Darfield Main colliery be 
opened up for examination 
by the NUM and the local 
community, so that every
body can see what is really 
happening. 

Enormous support 
The action group was set 

up by local NUM members, 
the Women's Support 
Group and members of 
Wombwell Labour Party 
Young Socialists. It aims to 
tap the enormous support 
for the NUM revealed in the 
mining communities during 
the strike. 

Already hundreds of 
pounds have been raised 
through donations and col
lections all over the country. 

We have lobbied the local 
council, the NUM delegate 
conference and the first stage 
of the National Review Pro
cedure and we are intending 
a national conference 
organised by action groups 
nationally. 

We haye also had one sue-

5,000 march and international 
dockers support Silentnight 

ABOUT 5 ,000 people 
demonstrated their support 
for the Silentnight strikers in 
a march and rally in Bar
noldswick, Lancashire, last 
Saturday. 

By linden Stafford 
(Skipton Labou r Party) 

Supporters travelled from 
Scotland, Wales and the 
so uth of England. Man y 
t rade unions were 
represented , including the 
NUM, TGWU, AUEW, 
COHSE and SOGAT '82 . 
Huge amounts of food and 
toys were donated. 

Silentnight management 
may have h.eld out against 
.the strikers for six months 
but they are showing clear 
signs of anxiety about the ef
fects on production . 

The Sunday Times has 
reported that expectations of 
a bid . for Silentnight 
Holdings are growing, and 
that the chairman, Tom 
Clarke: "is willing to sell his 
52 per cent shareholding. 

"The company has had a 
difficult time, plagued by a 
wounding industrial 
dispute". They also com
ment that the company 
''ma:i not have much to 

·~ 

show for its efforts at the 
end of the year." 

After the first appearance 
in September of The Silenr
nighl Slriker (a weekly strike 
bulletin produced by Mili
wnt supporters and Silent
night strikers), a crop of 
similar 'bulletins' has sprung 
up . 

The company are bringing 
out a ' monthly information 
bulletin' for their workers, 
called Silentnighl Updale. 
Although it is clearly intend
ed as a morale-booster for 
those working inside the fac
tories, its contents re\·eal 
more about the success of 
the strike than the health of 
the company . 

They confess to shop
floor workers: "You have 
worked under extreme 
pressure to get out produc
tion, especially when the ma
jority of you were learning 
your jobs or training new 
starters"! 

They continue: "Our sym
pathy goes out to the sales 
office and mail order staff, 
who have had to contend 
with thousands of phone 
calls from irate customers 
over the past few months". 

Not surprisingly, Tom 
Clarke's sacking of 500 

workers has demolished not 
only production but also 
morale. 

By contrast, Silentnight 
strikers have the support of 
thousands of workers both 
nationally and internation
ally. 

Charlie Gee, an FT AT 
convenor, a striker from 
Silentnight told me about at
tending a dock workers' con
ference in Rotterdam where 
he addressed delegates from 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden, 
Belgium, Pa kistan and the 
UK. 

International 
donations 

After his speech £1.80 was 
collected for the strikers. The 
delegates from Pakistan each 
donated half a week's wag:es 
to the collection. -

A Silentnight support 
group has now been set up in 
Rotterdam where Dut ch 
workers raised a lot of 
morwy for the Briti' h miners 
during the miners' strike. 

Tom Clarke and his 
acolytes will have been fur
ther disheartened by the 
show of strength on Satur
day. The rally was address-

Marxist 
elected 
miners' 
secretary 

MILITANT SUPPORTER, 
Alan Mardghum, romped 
home in the Wear~outh 
lodge secretary election to 
find a successor to left
winger Dave Hopper who 
had become Durham Area 
Secretary. 

By Bob Stothard 

Mardghum's victory by 
two to one over moderate 
Keith Potts is extremely im
portant and has provided a 
fillip for activists engaged in 
recent strikes. 

There is no doubt that the 
area Coal Board would have 
preferred a lodge secretary 
for the region's largest pit 
who would have checked 
support for Dave Hopper. 

As it is, Alan M;ardghum 
fills the gap as a high profile 
supporter of the strike and 
well-known Labour Party 
activist. 

For Wearmo uth manage
ment it means tmsiness as 
usual-no let-up in pressure 
for reinstatement for sacked 
miners, resistance against 
closures and tough bargain
ing rounds. 

Other results have also 

cessful public meeting and 
have made a campaign 
video (VHS) which we are 
taking around the country, 
to meetings, to build up 
support. 

Support has also come in 
from local shop keepers . In 
fact, in Wombwell High 
Street only one shop keeper 
doesn't support the 
campaign. 

We have even had support 
from the local church who 
found out about the cam
paign after the curate read 
about it in a previous issue 

nner 
featuring Keir Hardie and Lenin-a graphic answer to those who 
deny the role of Marxism in the British labour movement . 

continued the lodge's history 
of producing good left
wingers who fight for the in
terests of the members. 

On the debit side, it has to 
be admitted, however, there 
were instances of left
wingers opposing left
wingers for positions. lt 
could have caused upsets 
without the organisation of 
a clearly defined slate. 

of the Militant! 
On Friday 6 December, 

the second stage of the Na
tional Review Procedure 
meeting takes place and the 
fo llowing day, Saturday 7 
December , the Action 
Group have organised a 
march and rally . 

March and rally 
It assembles at lOam at 

Darfield Main Colliery and 
goes through Wombwell to a 
rally in Pearsons Fields car 
park in H yde Wombwell 

Alan Mardghum told 
Militant: "I have never hid
den my views from the 
members. The results are 
good for the left~ 

"I am proud that the 
membership have placed so 
much trust in me and can 
assure them that at all times 
I will have their interests and 
those of the wider working 
class to guide me". 

Precinct. Speakers include 
national NUM president Ar
thur Scargill. 

We appeal to the whole uf 
the labour and trade union 
movement to come and 
march with us. The issues are 
exactly the same now as they 
were in 1984. If it was right 
to fight then it is right to 
fight now . 

For further details of rhe Dar
field Main Community ActioN 
Croup please contacr: Marsha 
Marshal/, I 7 Rimingu n Road, 
Wombwe/1, Barnsley. Tei: Barn
sley 757704. 

Firefighters mobilise for jobs 
3.000 firefighters 
marched in Man
chester last 
Thursday in pro
test at Home Of
fice plans for a 
recruitment 
freeze in four 
metropolitan 
authorities and in
adequate budgets 
for the joint 
boards in Man
chester. London, 
Sheffield and 
Liverpool. Further 
protests afe 
planned. 
culminating in a 
lobby of parlia
ment. Union 
policy is for a na
tional strike 
against any 
sackings. 

ed by Labour MP Dennis 
Skinner and MEP Bob 
Cryer. A number of Labour 
MPs are pushing for a 
parliamentary debate on the 
Silentnight strike. Let 's see if 
Thatcher stands up for her 
' Mr Wonderful', Silentnight 
boss Tom Clarke . 

Donalions and messages of 
support 10 FT AT Cravendale 
No 92 Branch srrike fund, c/ o 
Ann King, 10 Rainha/1 Crescent, 
Barnoldswick, Colne, Lancs. 

Ph oto : John Smith (IFL) 

Silentnight Militant 
_ P.Ublic meeting_ 

~what we stand fori 
Friday 13 December, 7 .30pm 

Town Hall, Skipton 

Speaker: Steve Morgan 
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Tax workers demand 
NEXT WEEK'S special pay 
conference of the IRSF 
presents the opportunity to 
the members of the union to 
formulate a pay claim which 
will unite all unions in th"e 
Council of Civil Service 
Unions in a fight for one pay 
claim in 1986. 

united pay fight 
By Steve Whittle 

(Secretary, 
Central London 

Collection branch, 
personal capacity) 

For too long the bureaucr
acy of the union have argued 
that flat rate rises prevent 
unity between unions as an 
excuse for delaying action. 
The truth is that union . 
leaders can not agree. 

Many IPCS, SCPS 
members would welcome a 
£20 a week rise but the 

reasons behind the flat rate 
claim have never been pro
perly explained-the po-ver
ty wages of the lower grade 
civil servants. 

The plight of low paid 
workers now forces the left 
in the union to ensure that 
the Civil Service union 
bureaucracy can delay the 
fight no longer. 

55 per cent of all civil ser
vants now earn below the 
government's own poverty 
level. Many low paid civil 
servants have to_Qaim sup
plementary benefit to make 
ends meet. The bureaucracy 
of the IRSF have obviously 
agreed, in advance with 

other trade union leaders, 
the proposed claim of £10 
and 10 per cent. 

All branches must support 
this motion in order to unite 
all civil servants behind one 
common. cbim. 

The most important part 
of the claim is the demand 
for £104 for all members. 
It's especially important to 
young and low paid workers. 

However, left branches 
must make it perfectly clear 
that pay systems are not the 
only way to cure low pay in 
the civil service, indeed they 
have contributed to the 
problem. 

"Fair" pay systems are 

not on the agenda at this 
time. The bosses and the 
government use pay com
parison to placate the ranks 
and file and to hold down 
wages. They compare our 
bad wages with every other 
section of poor workers in 
the white caller industries 
and don't even hand the 
pitiful increases which this 
exercise shows we need. 

All civil servants require 
huge increases just to claw 
back money stolen by the 
Tories in the last six years. 
These rises will not be for
thcoming from talks and 
bargaining. 

Members can not base 

Sheffield steel defeats misleaders 
STRIKING steelworkers at 
Sheffield Forgemasters have 
forced the right wing leader
ship of the ISTC into a U
turn in defending their seven 
week strike over wages, safe
ty conditions and trade 
union rights. The workers 
have also voted 675 - 25 to 
defy management threats to 
sack them. 

The local labour move
ment was stunned to hear 
that after a meeting in Lon
don with Forgemasters' 
management , the ISTC 
general secretary, Roy 
Evans, and other officials 
were instructing their 180 
members involved to return 
to work. 

The deal, apparently 
agreed at the London 
meeting, didn't even meet 
one of the strikers' demands. 

The ISTC members (who • 
make up the second largest 
union body organised at 
Forgemasters) had already 
been incensed by their union 
leaders' lack of support. 

It had taken six and a half 
weeks for the strike to be 
made official and the na
tional leadership had not 
contacted the shop stewards' 
committee before meeting 
the management. 

Even the local paper has 
d~scribed the union's recent 
betrayal as the greatest "sell
out" in the history of Shef
field trade unionism. 

At a mass meeting of all 

Forgemasters picket line . 

the unions, packed into the 
city hall, there were cries of 
disgust from the workforce, 
when an ISTC official gave 
details. 

Some ISTC members rip
ped up their union cards in 
protest, and works convenor 
Ron Ward was later moved 
to announce his intention to 
resign as ISTC branch 
secretary and from the union 
itself. 

A vote taken at the end 
saw barely a dozen hands in 
favour of ending the strike. 

The determination of the 

Teachers' strategy 
AT THE general meeting of 
Leeds NUT, on the 26 
November, members voted 
overwhelmingly for a 
massive escalation of in
dustrial action to win the full . 
claim of £1,200 for every 
teacher. The meeting called 
upon the NEC to: 
1) Immediately inform the 
employers that we would not 
participate in public ex
aminations in 1986. Thus 
allowing them sufficient time 
to arrange invigilation etc; 
2) To ballot all High Schools 
where the NUT is the largest 
single union for indefinite 
strike action and approach 
the NAS/ UWT for similar 
joint action where together 
we have a majority of 
support; 
3) Authorise local associa
tions to call out those 
schools where there is a clear 
majority - in favour and 

where local action commit
tees believe such action 
would have the maximum 
impact; 
4) Maintain the present ac
tion in all other schools and 
introduce a levy of members 
in those schools sufficient to 
sustain the strike; 
5) Resist attempts by Keith 
Joseph and the government 
to divide teachers by seeking 
agreement with the 
NAS/UWT for joint action; 
6) Call- a one-day national 
authorities' conference to 
endorse this escalation of the 
action and authorise its 
implementation. 

We urge that every area 
brings the maximum 
pressure to bear on the NEC 
by taking similar action. 

By Roy Lewis 
(Leeds NUT) 

men and the anger at the 
"sell out" tactics, forced the 
nationaiiSTC leadership to 
reverse their decision and re
endorse the strike just three 
days later. 

Solidarity 
Support for the strikers 

has been growing daily. 
Every major factory has 
started a levy, and support 
has come from other unions, 
including local pits, Labour 
Parties, YS branches, 
Labour Clubs etc and a 

Photo : John Smith (IFL) 

demonstration through the 
city centre was attended by 
about 1,000 people. 

Despite intimidatory 
threats from management 
the steelworkers are now 
confident of victory. But 
trade unionists will question 
the role of the national ISTC 
leaders in this struggle. 

The right wing in the 
movement are keen to lec
ture about secret ballots, but 
un this occasion they were 
quite prepared to totally ig
nore the democratic votes of 
the workers for strike action. 

Warwick NUM 
MINERS LOYAL to the 
NUM are fighting the spread 
of the UDM into 
Warwickshire . 

A Militant leaflet has been 
distributed in every pit in the 
area and a new NUM branch 
set up at Daw Mill. The NCB 
is prepared to go to any 
lengths to help the new com
pany union . 

The NUM branch at An
nersle y workshops was 
prevented from meeting on 
the premises where it has 
always met because General 
Secretary Peter Heathfield 
was coming to persuade the 
workers there to stay with 
the national union. ·· 

Baddesley colliery, loy3.i 
to the NUM, are putting up 
a fight. Arthur Scargill 
visited the area when the 
NUM branch was due to 
hold a meeting. 

Baddesley miner Steve 

Fawcett told Militant : "The 
branch committee met 
before the meeting and 
resolved not to invite him in 
but at the meeting we voted 
to overturn the decision by 
19 to 18. 

Then the losers, including 
five branch committee men, 
walked out. I called on those 
branch committee members 
who oppose Scargill, to keep 
the union together, to resign 
from their positions. 

Five branch committee 
members have now-resigned 
and we will be having elec
tions for their places . The 
coal board gave three of 
those who had resigned a 
day off to visit Lynk . 
Despite the board's support 
they still only claim 150 out 
of 900 in the UDM, although 
only a small handful at the 
pit joined the strike last year. 

Inland Revenue Staff Federation 
Broad Left Rally 

Monday 9 December, Bpm 
Camden Town Hall, 

(Opposite · Kings X station) 
ALL WELCOME 

their hopes purely on the 
return of a Labour govern
ment to power. Hattersley 
has already promised wage 
restraint. This has proved 
.disastrous for both workers 

· and Labour before . 

Campaign 
However, many members 

still place faith in this type of 
system. The left must work 
for a campaign to build rank · 
and file support for the clairn 
and to explain why pay 
'systems' will not work . 

This campaign must not 
be like past campaigns, this 
one must be like the political 
fund campaign . 

Every workplace must be 
leafletted and mass meetings 
must take place. The leader
ship of the unions should be 
left in no doubt that this year 
the fight will go ahead. 

The IRSF and CPSA rank 
and file must especially cam
paign for the flat rate ele
ment. It is vital that all 
members understand the 
necessity for a struggle this 
year. 

Addenbrookes strike 
growing~pport 

THE DOMESTIC 
workers on strike at Ad
denbrookes hospital in 
Cambridge are continuing 
to win support. 

By Robin Pye 
(Cambridge LPYS) 

A documentary film made 
by Anglia TV exposed the 
dirty conditions since a 
private contractor (OLS) was 
awarded the cleansing con
tract at the hospital and 
showed the determination of 
the strikers to continue the 
struggle. 

Building on support won 
a_s a result of the publicity a 
march and rally was organis
ed on Saturday 23 November 
in the town centre of Cam
bridge in conjunction with 
Cambridge Organisation of 
Labour Students and Cam
bridge LPYS . 

This met with an im
pressive response from youth 
and workers in the town. 
Speakers at the rally includ
ed Sylvia Burton, Adden
brookes striker and Chris 
Howard; leader of the 
Labour Group on Cam
bridge City Council. 

In an emotional speech 
which showed the strain of 
14 months spent on strike, 
Sylvia Burton said: "This is 
not just a dispute between 
the Addenbrookes domestics 
and the Regional Health 
Authority . It Is part of That-

cher's war against the NHS. 
She's not just out to get your 
health service either. She will 
attack your bus services, 
your schools, your student 
grants and your dole 
cheques". 

The Addenbrookes 
strikers are playing their full 
part in building a fighting 
labour movement to take on 
Thatcher. They are taking 
part in the National Action 
Comminee to fight health 
cuts and push the health 
unions into organising an of
ficial national campaign 
against privatisation. 

The campaign in Cam
bridge is growing. Nurses are 
joining the picket lines for 
the first time . 

Video 
After an intervention at a 

Regional Health Authority 
meeting where "I love clean 
hospitals" badges were 
handed out to authority 
members (some were refus
ed!), the hospital administrac 
tion has agreed to talk to the 
strikers directly. 

It is vital to continue 
building support for the Ad
denbrookes strikes. A video 
about the strike is being 
made. If your trade union , 
Labour Party or LPYS 
branch would like to see the 
video or have a striker come 
to speak please contact me 
on Cain bridge (0223) 62323. 

M~.n.-lh ... ~ ... health workers march against closure of North Man
chester General Hospital. Photo : John Smith (IFL) 
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THE TORIES are using their new trade union 
laws to provoke Britain's largest union into a legal 
battle to defend its democratic rights. 

Tory minister Kenneth Clarke, has accused the 
Transport and General Workers' Union of car
rying out executive elections: "in the full 
knowledge that they are outside the law.'' 

ln response the union has 
agreed to convene a special 
one-day rules revision con
ference to consider changing 
the method of electing the 
executive. That may not 
satisfy the Tories, however, 
who are inciting members to 
apply to the Certification 
Officer to rule that the pre
sent method of holding elec
tions is illegal under the 
Trade Union Act 1984. 

Workplace 
ballots 

hinted at by the Tories. 
Work place balloting is the 
most democratic form, since 
it allows for discussion of the 
candidates in the context of 
the members' working con
ditions. Where that is ruled 
out, because a branch ' s 
members work in many dif
ferent places, the branch 
meeting is the next best place 
again because it allows the 
members to ask questions 
and discuss what the can
didates stand for. 
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The general executi v.e 
committee is elected in two 
sections , two-thirds to repre
sent territorial areas, at 
ballots at workplaces or 
branch meetings and the 
other third by national com
mittees of the trade groups 
which represent different oc
cupational divisions. 

The Tories are trying to 
move towards postal 
balloting, where the voting is 
done at home, away from 
discussions with fellow trade 
unionists and influenced on
ly by Fleet Street prop
aganda! 

A ''more democratic'' 
TGWU is the last thing the 
Tories want. Their aim is to 
weaken this most powerful 
of unions so that it can of
fer less resistance to its plans · 
to drive down wages and 
conditions. Union demo
cracy must be defended! 

· MurdOch'S charter for tame unions . 
The Tories are objecting 

to branch ballots and to the 
indirect method of electing 
the 14 trade group represen
tatives, which Clarke falsely 
claims "appears calculated 
to favour the left". 

Many TGWU members 
will support these seats being 
voted for by the whole 
membership in the same way 
as the territorial seats. 

They will oppose changes 

Tory corruption 
(from front page) 

wage and a 35-hour week . 
Instead of campaigning for 
a system to make this possi
ble, he is diverting the Par
ty's energies into a senseless 
purge of its own members. 

It is the very people they 
want to expel, the Marxists, 
who have best understood 
the criminal nature of 
capitalist society and most 
consistently exposed its in
capacity to provide even the 
most basic of needs for the 
majority of the population, 
the workers who produce all 
the wealth which swills 
around the City of London. 

It is the Marxists who have 

. . : -

By Bill Mullins 
(West Bromwich TGWU · 

District Committee, 
personal capacity) 

campaigned for an alter- · 
native programme to bring 
that wealth under the 
democratic control of the 
workers, by taking over the 
banks, insurance companies 
and big industrial 
monopolies so that the 
economy can be planned and 
wealth distributed to where 
it is needed. 

That way jobs, decent 
wages and shorter hours are 
entirely possible. Far from 
expelling them , the Labour 
Party should be adopting the 
Marxists' programme and 
taking to the electorate a 
practical possible alternative 
to the corrupt system the 
Tories are presiding over. 

"T&G SUNK by the 
Sun" boasted Rupert 
Murdoch's Tory rag on 
3 December. It bragged 
of its campaign .against 
the Transport and 
General Workers 
Union, which it 
hypocriticaiJy claimed, 
would "give the shop 
floor a say in its 
running.'' 

Rupert Murdoch has put 
forward what are 
presumably his real views in 
a draft proposal to SOGAT 
members at his new London 
Post printers in Wapping. 
Strangely enough , he doesn't 
want "to give the shop floor 
a say". He wants to give 
management absolute con
trol over the union. 

Murdoch proposes a legal
ly binding document where 
the unio·n promises "flex
ibility" in working practices, 
conditions, duties, and new 
technology. Manning levels 
are to be determined by the 
employer. There should be 
no closed shop, and no 
mm1mum staffing 
agreements, he suggests. 

BECOME A Send to 3/13. 
Hepscott Road . 
London E9 5HB . 
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tcha! 
The Sun 3 December. 

union reps. Tt.ey are only 
allowed to sen•e for one 
year. 

''No individual who has 
received any formal warnings 
from the employer under its 
disciplinary procedure will be 
eligible for election ". "If a 
union representative receives 
a disciplinary warning he 
shall cease at once to hold of
fice and a new representatire 
shall be elected to replace 
him." 

Among the possible 
reasons for disciplinary ac
tion proposed are complaints · 
about "attitude". Em
.Pioyees should be able to be 
dismissed for any "substan-

tial reason" Murdoch 
believes. 

The union and its 
members are expected to 
agree not to "instigate, pro
mote, sponsor, engage in, 
finance or condone, any 
strike or other industrial ac
tion for any reason 
whatever. '' 

They warn workers "All 
employees who take part in 
strike or other industrial ac
tion will be subject to im
mediate dismissal". 

U nion reps have a special 
duty to enforce this section 
insists Murdoch. Workers 
will say they have a duty to 
fight Murdoch. 

The bosses of London Post 
(Printers) Ltd do not want to 
recognise chapels or bran
ches, neither do they want 
"discrimination" against 
non union members. 

New SA super union 
Dismissal threat 

Management want their right 
to make practically any deci
sion unchallenged, and they 
want it enshrined in a docu
ment which can be the basis 
for legal action. 

THE FOUNDING con
ference of the new South 
African trade union federa
tion COSA TU last weekend 
was greeted by a rally of 
some 10,000 workers. They 
made many far-reaching 
decisions (see ~rticle page 
11). 

One of the messages of 

solidarity read out at the 
11urban rally was from 
Liverpool City Council Joint 
Shop Stewards Committee. 
Workers throughout Britain 
should give full support to 
this new force for the work
ing class in the fight against 
apartheid and capitalist 
exploitation. Some of their most hair 
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