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FOR THE rich, 1986 promises to be an 
even more prosperous new year. The 
sale of British Gas is the latest, and big
gest opportunity so far for public assets 
to be looted so that fortunes can be 
made by speculators. 

British Airways will follow, with more 
sales planned in the water and bus in
dustries and services run by local 
authorities and hospitals. 

" -It is immoral and obscene" said 
J ohn Edmonds, leader of the General 
M unicipal Boilermakers and Allied 
Trades Union , "to pu t public money in
to the pockets of those few people who 
can afford not onl y to buy the initia l 
sh ares but can also t rade on the markets 

to build up a substantial holding." 
In all the other privatised industries, 

initial olans to limit the size of share
holding;; and maintain a high level of 
ownership by employees have come to 
nothing. As Neil Kinnock has pointed 
out, nearly half of British Telecom's 
£900 million profits made in the year 
since it was privatised went to 
shareholders who owned 98 per cent of 
the shares. ''Workers in the industry on
ly own 1.9 per cent of the shares", he 
added. Denationalisation is a blatant 
device for transferring Vl'~alth from the 
state to a tiny minori ty of individuals 
and giant companies. 

Labour must back 
re-nationalisation 
IT IS the clear policy of 
the Labour Party that the 
next Labour government 
will re-nationalise all 
public assets hived off by 
the Tories . This has 
always been regarded as a 
top priority. 

lt is scandalous therefore 
that Neil Kinnock has now 
said · that renationalisation 
wi ll have to take its place at 
the end of a long queue. 
Priority, he declared, will be 
given to regenerating pro-

. duction , investment ana 
unemployment. Even right-

wing MP John Golding has 
demanded that rena -

tionalisation must be gi ven 
top priorit y. 

Public ownership, not just 

Neil Kinnock 

of the privatised industries, 
but all the major pri vate 
monopolies which contro l 
the econom y , under 
democratic workers ' control 
and management, is the key 
to regenerating the economy. 
So long as industry stays in 
the hands of the sharks who 
are about to sink their teeth 
into British Gas, British Air
ways ani all the other in
dustries planned for sell-off, 
there can be no hope of pro
viding jobs or decent living 
standards for working 
people. 

The December meeting 
of the Labour Party Na- -

tional Executive Committee 
should have been an oppor
tunit y to draw up plans for 
a new offensive against the 
Tories in 1986 . Yet it 
devoted the whole of the 
meeting to more expulsions, 
internal wrangles and attacks 
on the democratic rights of 
Labour Party members. 

Not one anti-Tory deci
sion was taken. It heard the 
appeal of Sheffield City 
Councillor Paul Green who 
has been expelled for his sup
port for Militant. Despite 
him having the backing of 
the Sheffie ld Council 
Labour Group, his expulsion 

went through-but only by 
one vote which shows the 
growing hesitation of the 
sc..ft left to back Kinnock and 
the right wmg in their 
attacks. 

U •~democratic 

Much to the fury of or
dinary Party members, the 
NEC went on to interfere 
with the affairs of local par
ties. It ordered the reselec
tion procedure in Stoke-on
Trent North to be retaken. It 
gave the new reselection in 
Bristol South the go ahead . 

It suspended St Helens South 
and St Helens North for 
alleged ' irregularities' . It is 
no coincidence that all four 
parties fingered by the NEC 
are seats of MPs facing 
reselection. This will be seen 
by the party ranks as little 
more than a crude atfempt to 
protect the parliamentary 
careers of MPs acceptable to 
the Labour leadership , 
despite the wishes of the 
local parties. 

As Militant warned, th is is 
the cost of a witch-hunt. The 
attacks on Militant 

Continued on page 2 
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Make socialism 
the priority 
for 1986 

means. Guaranteed jobs for school leavers are and accepted the rigid restraints 9f capitalism with 
dubbed "impossibilist". The most recent retreat has its logic of cuts, wage restraint and new 
seen the demand for renationalisation pushed back- realism .. . and of witch-hunts in the Party. 
ed to "low priority", meaning it will not be done It is not an accident, therefore, that the Marx-
at all. ists in the Labour Party are under attack from all 

The Tories have plundered public assets by sell- sides: they are the only authentic voice to articulate 
ing them off cheap to their City friends, giving the the aspirations of workers. Ironically, the Marxists 
money back to the same people as tax cuts. Billions are the only "reformists" left in the party. 
of pounds are made by City sharks in this way yet As the leadership have moved right, the rank and 
there is no urgency to take back the stolen goods. file, and even more, the workers not yet i'nvolved 

Neil Kinnock has argued that the priority for the in the party, have moved left. The bitter experiences 
next Labour government is to create jobs and in- of the Tory government and the growing excuses 

NEIL KINNOCK recently complained to an inter- vestment. But in a capitalist system investment will and prevarications of the Labour and trade union 
viewer that the press were paying too much atten- only take place where there is a guaranteed profit leadership will continue to push workers towards 
tion to Labour's internal affairs and not enough to and that can only mean sacrifices by working peo- the Marxist wing of the Party. The experience of 
its policies. Why then, the interviwer could have pie. The logic of the Labour leadership's policy Liverpool City Council, considerably influenced by 
replied, did the last Labour Party NEC not discuss leads inevitably to attempting to manage capitalism Marxist ideas, -has shown that it is possible to 

:;;:;: the Anglo-lrish agreement, the JMB scandal, the better than the Tories, to a Hattersley-TUC wages mobilise and fight against the Tory government. :;:::; 
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Claims on 
Militant 
refuted 
BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Channel Four News claimed 
it had discovered the 'con
stitution' of a group called 
the 'Revolutionary Socialist 
league', which they said 
proved that Militant was an 
organisation. 

Leading the 'investigation' 
team, was Channel Four 
reporter and author Michael 
Crick whose books on Mili
tant and Arthur Scargill have 
been used by the Tory press 
to attack the left of the 
labour movement. 

Crick claimed he had 
unearthed documents given 
to Manchester Polytechnic 
by life long socialist Jimmy 
Deane. Crick cou ld not ac
tually produce them but said 
an academic friend had 
taken notes. 

Jimmy Deane wrote to 
Militant after he had been 
visited by Crick: "Mr Crick 
did not mention or show me 
any document other than the 
so-called 'RSL consitution ' . 
This was written in long 
hand-not by him but a 
friend. 

"I was amazed to see the 
Channel Four news later 
which produced 'minutes of 
a finance committee' with 
names of those who attend
ed. This is an absolute 
forgery. 

"I agree that way back in 
1956 I may have written or 
been party to this or that 
document. Of course, the 
Marxists have to organise in 
the same way as the right 
wing in the Labour Party, 
who have all the funds and 
the trade union block votes 
in their favour. That is my 
opinion.'' 

"It in no way involves 
Militant which is a' tendency 
paper like Tribune and like 
them has its editors, 
reporters, supporters and 
sellers. 

"The capitalists and their 
agents will twist and distort 
everything-history, religion 
and so on, to maintain their 
power. The hysteria of the 
Mirror, or the concern of the 
Times, is simply because 
they fear the voice o·f 
Marxism." 

Hatton grilled by 
'McCarthyite' TV 
The World in Action pro
gramme on Derek Hatton 
(ITV, 16 December) was, 
under the auspices of 
news reporting, a vicious 
attempt at character 
assassination. 

~ 

In McCarthyite style it 
raised all the old allegations 
that have been answered 
time and again by Hatton 
and Liverpool City Council. 
Much of its 'evidence' was 
based on the unsubstantiated 
outbursts of a former 
'friend', lrene Buxton. Hat
ton's former boss was also 
produced. The outrageous 
claims were treated as 
fact-any attempt by Hatton 
to give a replY. was either 
shouted down or edited out. 

Such was the rabid nature 
of the programme that even 
sections of Fleet Street were 
forced to question its validi
ty. The Sunday Times-not 
noted for its support for left 
wing labour councils
admitted (December 22) 
" ... this was not an interview, 
this was an interrogation." 

The Sunday Times TV 
reviewer Byron Rogers went 
on to write of chief "public 
prosecutor" Irene Buxton: 
"I saw Madame de Farge on 

NEC 
Blinkered 
Continued from page 
originated from the very 
heart of the capitalist class 
itself. Government ministers 
demanded Kinnock take ac
tion against the Marxists 
from the Tory Party con
ference rostrum last year. 
The call for the expulsion of 
,\1ilitant supporters was first 
raised ten years ago, not 
from any section of the 
labour movement but in the 
editorial columns of the 
Times. 

Backed by the right wing 
the Labour leadership have 
fallen for it. They are now 
diverting attention from the 
real enemy, the Tory govern-

Monday night. She was not 
knitting under the guilotine, 
she was too busy building the 
thing. No one who- saw 
World in Action will forget 
that vision of vengeance. 
'Did you see the eyes?' ask
ed a man in a pub in Stoke
on-Trent." 

Dismissed 
The programme's allega

tions were dismissed by col
umni st Jack McLean in the 
Glasgow H era ld (20 
December) who described: 
" ... how Hatton had been 
approached first and told 
they would go ahead with all 
sorts of allegations whether 
he appeared on it or not. 
About how they managed to 
insinuate at one point that 
Hatton drank. There was an 
implication that he drank 
heavily in shady boxing 
clubs. In fact, Hatton is one 
of those chilly political 
fellows who sips a half pint 
all night. The boxing club 
was in reality raising money 
for charity. 

"The well-made point 
about Hatton's use of the 
municipal car avoids the 
reason why he uses it. He 
writes in the .back of it in-

ment and big business, split
ting the movement with their 
divisive and time wasting 
attacks. 

Kinnock and the leader
ship said their action-as 
they were assured by the 
Tories and their press
would improve the Labour 
Party' s standing in the eyes 
of the electorate. Yet in the 
wake of the suspension of 
Liverpool District Labour 
Party, the continued expul
sions and the leadership's 
outburst against Militant, in 
the opinion polls taken 
before Christmas Kinnock's 
popularity had fallen behind 
Thatcher-and this after six 
years of the most reactionary 
Tory government since the 
1930's. 

The capitalist class must 
be laughing up their sleeves. 

stead of driving himself. So 
does our own (Glasgow) 
Provost Bob Gray and it 
makes bloody sense at that. 
As for all that blah about us
ing Swiss bank loans-so 
does every local authority in 
Britain ." 

It would take a book to 
answer the lies and smears 
that the producers of World 
in Action packed into that 
half hour programme. But 
such was its vehemence that 
most workers will see 
throug~ it. The attitude of 
ordinary Labour voters was 
best summed up by a 75 year 
old man who wrote in the 
Glasgow Evening Times 
shortly after the World in 
Action diatribe: 

"I shook hands with 
Derek Hatton twice on 
Thursday evening. I attend
ed a meeting organised by 
the Militant Tendency. 
Derek was the principal 
speaker. I sat on one of the 
front seats facing him and I 
paid particular attention to 
his forehead and feet. There 
was no sign of horns or 
shape of cloven feet, as I had 
half expected after reading 
so much about him lately." 

By a. Militant reporter 

The Tory press will have a 
field day in presenting the 
Labour Party as split as 
divided. 

The next two years will see 
the build up for what may be 
the most important general 
election in post war Britain. 
Labour Party members and 
trade unionists want a united 
party. They want to get on 
with the job of fighting the 
Tories around the socialist 
policies democratically 
decided by the movement. 

The Labour leadership 
must be told firmly that 
there must be no repeat of 
the disgrace of the 18 
December NEC-the witch
hunt must stop here, the of
fensive against the Tories 
must begin. 

By Bob Wade 

Kate Losinska, right wing president of the CPSA who was award 
ed the OBE in this year's honours list . Socialists in the union 
will look for their honours from the union's rank and file. 

Anger at expulsions 
THERE HAS been 
widespread anger in Wales at 
the expulsion of three Mili
tant supporters from Cardiff 
South and Penarth Labour 
Party-the seat of former 
prime minister Jim 
Callagahan. 

The party general commit
tee voted, on 13 December , 
by 32 to I 8 for th>! 
expulsions. 

The three-Andrew Price, 
Dave Bartlett and Dianne 
Mitchell-refused to attend 

the meeting. -They kept away 
after the outrageous treate
ment they received at the 
previous executive meeting 
where they were denied a 
proper hearing, while they 
were only given three days 
notice of the general com
mittee meeting which would 
decide on their expulsion
which is against Labour Par
ty rules. 

Action against these 
undemocratic and unjust ex
pulsions will be continued. 

Defeat for right wing 
A RIGHT wing plan to ex
pel ten Labour Party 
members in Stevenage has 
been thwarted by . legal 
action. 

The expulsion of ten Mili
tant supporters was to be 
bulldozed through at the 
December general committee 
of the Stevenage party. 
However, the right wing's 
move for expulsion was 
made at an unconstitutional 
executive meeting while the 
rights of those facing expul
sion, as outlined in the 
Labour rule book, were 
trampled over. 

The ten under threat 
-.;o ught a High Court injunc
:ion. On the advice of 
Labour Party headquarters, 
the right wing then called off 

the December party meeting. 
One of the ten, president 

of Stevenage Trades Coun
cil Steve Glen non, told Mili
tant: "':'his is a victory. 
Labour Party members here 
have shown they will not let 
the right-wing ride 
roughshod over the demo
cratic rights of individual 
member~. 

The tragedy is that we had 
to go to court to find basic 
justice. We want to get on 
with the job of fighting the 
Tory government, yet we 
have to continually look over 
our shoulders to watch out 
for the right-wing." 

A campaign has been 
launched to finance the 
defence of those under 
threat. 
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. . . · Liv~rpool, Old .Swan _ by-~lect~on._ 

Council stands by its record 
DESPITE THE suspension of Liverpool District 
Labour Party, members of the party are canvassing 
hard to ensure that Ann ·Hollinshead, a Merseyside 
county councillor, wins the seat for Labour in the Old 
Swan city council by-election on 9 January. 

Every obstacle has been put in the way of a Labour 
victory. The smears in the press, and the allegations 
against the part)' and the council have been designed 
to divert attention from the council's record on hous
ing, education and the defence of jobs and services. 

The Alliance candidate, managing director Glynn 
Parry, is hoping to capitalise on the concert of attacks 
on Labour- but the Alliance has nothing to offer the 
people of Old Swan except a reversal of all Labour's 
reforms and a return to cuts in jobs and services and 
high rents and rates. 

The support for Labour's programme was shown 
in 1984 when Peter Lloyd, who was since killed in a 
car crash, overturned a Liberal majority of 1,000 and 
won a Labour majority of 990. 

Housing repairs 
for local needs 

HOUSING REP AIRS is 
one of the main issues 
among Old Swan council 
tenants. 

Contrary to the critics 
who accuse the council of 
being over-centralised, in 
Old Swan housing main
tainance has been re
organised to ensure the ser
vice is in touch with local 
needs. 

The council inherited pro
blem, from the Liberal/ Tory 
administration of lack of 
fu nding and a demorali sed 
work force. 

Mary Jennings spoke to 
councillor Peter Ferguson, 
deputy chairman of housi ng 
about these pro blems and 
how the council is solving 
them. 

'' Previou sly other 
aut horit ies spent £200 per 
dwell ing per year on repairs 
and Liverpoo l onl y spent 
.£64. Pe-ople were waiti ng fo r 
months and months for 
bas ic repairs and weeks for 
emergency repairs. This was 
situat ion we just couldn't 
allow to cont inue. 

"We are trying to solve 
the problems in two ways . 
Firstl y, we are introducing a 
sys tem of 'cyclical 
maintenence', which -means 
that Old Swan will have it s 
own tl'am of workers based 
in the area operating out o f 
a caravan instead o f a depot 
severa l miles away. The 
system works on a four week 
cyc le, so in ste aa of a 
plum ber travelling half way 
across the cit y finding the te
nant is not in and travell ing 
back to his depot again , he 

wi ll be given a number of 
jobs in one st reet. 

"A tenant can go to the 
caravan and arrange another 
ap pointment wi th the 
foreman for the work to be 
clone later if they were out. 

"Not like the nonesense 
you have had where a joiner 
will call and fit a wi ndow 
frame and then it won't be 
painted for mc nths-all 
trades will operate from the 
caravan. If the tenar:t is not 
satisfied with the job, there 
is easy access to the 
workmen to make a 
complaint. 

Neighbourhood 
offices 

''The second way in which 
we are trying to so lve the 
problem is by getting rid of 
the old ho;t si ng offices, 
whi ch are bacl for both 
tenants a nd staff , and 
replacing them with new 
neighbourhood offices. 
These will be open plan, not 
like the ones we have at the 
moment which have a very 
hostil e atmosphere with iron 
gri lls . 

" There will be 19 of these 
offi-::es spread througho ut 
the city. The person you see 
behind the counter will see 
your ca>e through to the end. 
At the moment, cases pass 
through man y people. 

" This would be beneficial 
1 o staff and tenant s as the 
staff will take a lot more in
teres t in their work anp 
develop a more caring at
titude , and the tenants will 
get a better service''. 

Canvassing in Old Swan in new housing estate built by council. 

A pensioner who has moved to a 
council bungalow in Old Swan from 
where she used to live in a housing 
estate just on the outskirts of Liver
pool said: 

"I used to live in a high rise flat 
which as you can imagine was terri
ble for an elderly person to have to 
climb several flights of stairs every 
day to go shopping. Some elderly folk 
never go out because '- f invalidity. 
They become a virtual prisoner in their 
flat . I have just moved into one of the 
city council bungalows that has 
recently been built. As far as I am con
cerned it is a palace. lt has a front and 
back garden and part of the nearby 
road has been blocked off for more 
privacy . I really would not have 
predicted living in something like this 
five years ago . I'm just sorry that 
other elderly folk are still stuck in 

those ridiculous, concrete 
monstrosities. I hope the council 
keeps up the good work and builds a 
lot more of these bugalows. " 

A further education student at Old 
Swan Tech said: 

"If the city council carried out cuts 
in education then the FE colleges 
would be abolished overnight. The 
council has got to stand firm. If I was 
not at college I would just be rotting 
on the dole with nothing to do ... The 
Tories talk about re-training and lear
ning new skills but if the City Council 
carried out Tory cuts it would destroy 
the ;;(';ry institutions that offer train
ing facilities. I certainly will not be 
voting Liberal or Tory because leaving 
them in charge of the city education 
budget would be like leaving Dracula 
in charge of blood bank. 

Croxteth community school saved after Labour took control. Labour's reforms in education would 
be swept away with the Alliance in power . 

DAVE NELLIST MP for 
Coventry South East 
conde mned the pro
posals in the White 
Paper on social security 
reform as digraceful. He 
especially deplored the 
intention to deprive 1 6 
and 1 7 year olds of any 
right to benefit: 

"The Tories are once 
again attacking th e 
weakest and most 
needy sections of socie
ty . Pensioners, th e 
unemployed and young 
people in particular, are 
being pushed into the 
most abject poverty . 
This White Paper clear 
ly shows that the Tories 
are the party of the rich, 
and for the rich. They 
are not interested in 
maintaining even the 
mm1mum levels of 
welfare for those whom 
they consider surplus to 
requirements. 

Once again young 
people are bearing the 
brunt of the attacks. 
Sixteen and s.eventeen 
year olds are be"ing strip
ped of any benefits in 
their own right;. they are 
being classed as 
children . This is clearly 
an attempt to further 
coerce young school 
leavers into accepting 
YTS places or other 
slave labour low paid 
jobs. 

"In addition young 
single people under 2 5 
years who live on their 
own will no longer be 
entitled to additional 
money as h'" <Jholders. 
Young people are being 
forced by vicious at
tacks to live off their 
parents until they are 
1 8 years old and even 
after then they will be 
forced to remain tiving 
at home until they reach 
25 . The Tory govern
ment, not working class 
families , is responsible 
for this sick society 
which is incapable of 
prov idi ng jobs for 
youth. 

"Young people 
should JOin with the 
Youth Trade Union 
Rights Campaign and 
the Labour Party Young 
Socialists to overturn 
these propqsals, to get 
rid of this Tory govern
ment and to fight for a 
decent future for 
youth". 

Support for purge narrows on Labour's executive By a Militant reporter 

THE OUTRAGE of the 
ranks of the Labour Par
ty at the new witch-hunt 
is beginning to bring 
pressure on the Labour 
leadership. 

At the December national 
executive meeting, the 
leadership pushed through 
the expulsion of Sheffield 
councillor Paul Green-but 
only by one vote. 

Many of those on the soft 
left voted against the expul
s ion , including David 
Blunkett, Michael Meacher, 

Eddie Haigh, Tom Sawyer 
and Audrey Wise. 

It is hoped the soft left are 
begining to realise the 
dangers of the path they are 
taking . As Paul Green 
pointed out, speaking from 
the floor at an LPYS public 
meeting in Sheffield, the 'left 
wingers' who previously sup
ported the inquiry into 
Liverpol, including David 
Blunkett, must now realise 
that they have opened up a 
floodgate for more expul
sions, witch-hunts and in-

quiries. They must stop nuw. 
He added that although hi s 
expulsion went through, the 
fight goes on. 

Despite the fact that the 
anack on Liverpool and the 
continued expulsions was 
launched during the lull of 
t he Christ mas holiday 
period, the ranks of the 
movement are already mak
ing their protests felt. At the 
Sheffield LPYS meeting, 
which heard speaker Tony 
Mulhearn of Liverpool City 
Council, two leading shop 

: :. 

stewards from current major 
disputes in the city-at Shef
f ield Forgema-sters and 
Craven Tastan-made it 
clear they wanted to fight the 
Tories and defend trade 
union rights, not attack 
other socialists. 

Paul Green also has the 
backing of the Sheffield Ci
ty Labour Party leadership 
and the Council Labour 
Group. 

In the Midlands, in the 
wak e of unprecedented 
media attention after Tory 

Party cha irman Norman 
TPhbit's outburst in parlia
ment 2gainst Militant, a very 
successh.! l anti-witch hunt 
rally was held in Birm
ingham . Despite being held 
on the main shopping day 
before Christmas, over 100 
people attended, raising £300 
for the fighting fund. 

Bristo l Labour Part y 
members have also registered 
their opposition. The right 
wing on Bristol North West 
party executive attempted to 
suspend the local LPYS 

branch and dismiss the youth 
officer. The Party's general 
committee refused to take 
the resolution and referred it 
back to the executive . 

The executive of Bristol 
East Labour Party has con
demned the inquiry into 
Liverpool. Party spokesman 
Ron Thomas said : "We feel 
that such moves are divisive 
and destructive and are used 
by the media to split and 
divide the labour 
movement." 
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Protest now! 
ALREADY MILITANT'S petition 
against the inquiry into Liverpool 
District labour Party and the 
generalised attacks on Militant has 
received enormous support . Up and 
down the country labour movement 
activists are registering their anger at 
the labour leadership's actions. The 
Regional Committee of the DHSS 
South West and Wales Civil and 
Public Services Association have 
passed a resolution against the CPSA 
General Secretary Alistair Graham's 
attacks on Militant. At the meeting, 
1 5 committee members also signed 
the petition and donated £ 11 to the 
fighting fund. 1t is not only the labour 

movement who are protesting. At the 
Youth Trade Union Rights Campaign 
celebrity football match before 
Christmas, members of Madness and 
Style Council, alo.,g with three jour
nalists from the New Musical Express 
signed the petition. Meanwhile 
despite Christmas and New Year be
ing a 'quiet' period for the movement, 
protest resolutions are flooding into 
labour Party headquarters. Besides 
Constituency labour Parties and trade 
unions (see below) already seven 
labour Women's Councils, over 45 
ward labour branches and numerous 
labo~r Party Young Socialist bran
ches have condemned the action. 

Registering their opposition so far are: 

Constituency labour Parties 

Garston , Mossley Hill, Withington, Blackley , Stockport, Rochdale, Sheffield 
Hillsborough, Sheffield Healey, Glasgow Shettleston, Birmingham Ladywood , 
Coventry North West , Coventry South East, Eastbourne , Hertford and Start
ford , Bedford , Luton North , Hertsmere , Bethnal Green and Stepney, Ham
mersmith, Hampstead , Brent East , Deptford, Feltham and Heston, Hackney 
North and Stoke Newington, Hackney South and Shored itch . 

District labour Parties 
Besides the obvious opposition of Liverpool DLP, also Manchester City , 

Basildon, Brighton, Thamesdown . 

Trade union organisations 
Bakers' Union national executive, Bold NUM, Sutton Manor NUM, Wear

mouth NUM, Seafield SCEBTA, TGWU branches 6/612, 6 /631, 6 / 51, 6/ 552 
and 6/ 171 , Wirral District Health NUPE, Gateshead NUPE, Guys Hospital NUPE 
shop stewards' committee, Paddington and Kensington NUPE, Tower Hamlets 
NUPE, East Ham NUR, Willesden No 1 NUR, Bedford and Luton NUR, GMBATU 
branches No 5 , No 24, No 40 and Glasgow Cleansing Works, Bakers ' Union 
North West Region, Liverpool NALGO , Liverpool Shipping ASTMS , Royal In
su rance ASTMS , AUEW-TASS No 11 , CPSA Longbenton, CPSA South West 
Regicnal Committee, Executive of NCU London Centre GMO , East of Scotland 
USDAW, Liverpool City Council Joint Shop Stewards' Committee , Rolls Royce 
Joint Staffs ' Trade Union Committee . 

Strike 
leader 
elected 
governor 

THE TORY press have 
blown a gasket at the 
appointment of Young 
Socialist Ian Brooke as 
a school governor for 
the school from which 
h~ was expelled. 

lan Brooke, of Holme 
Valley LPYS in Hud
dersfield was nominated for 
the governor's position at 
Honley High School by his 
ward Labour Party. He was 
suspended from the school 
following his leading role 
locally in the school 
st udents' strike on 25 April. 
He was only allowed back to 
sit exams and despite the ob
vious difficulties he faced be
ing barred from school, he 
passed two 'A' levels out of 
three. 

The NUT at Honley are 
backing his appointment but 
the Tories are trying to claim 
he will be a 'disruptive in
fluence on the school' . The 
local Tories have already 
demanded the Labour coun
cil remove him , obviously in
spired by the Labour na
tional leadership's current 
witch-hunting antics. 

However, Brooke says he 
will use his positio n to fight 
education cut-backs and de
fend the rights of school 
students and staff-a task he 
has proved himself well 
qualified to carry out . 

What the soft left 
said back in 1982 
THE LABOUR leadership and the right-wing 
have been able to push through their witch
hunt mainly because of the aquiesense of the 
so-called 'soft left'. 

Yet as recently as 
1982-when the Editorial 
Board of Militan t were fac~ 
i ng expulsion-they were 
correctly pointing to the 
dangers a wide-scale witch
hunt would bring to the 
Labour Part y. 

A look through Labour 
journ a ls of the time shows 
some of those now backing 
the Liverpool inquiry had 
earlier forseen t he outcome 
of such attacks and defend
ed the right of Labour Par
t y members to support 
Militant. 

At the December NEC 
Audrey Wise voted against 
the ex pulsion of Paul Green. 
Unfo rt unately though, she 
supported the inquriy into 
Liverpool at the November 
National Executive Commit
tee. Wise also backed the 
suspension of the reselection 
procedure in Know sley 
Nort h, where L iverpoo l 
councillor Tony Mwhearn is 
the fro nt runner in the con
test agai nst MP Robert 
Kil roy -Sil k, w ho ilas 
threatened to stand against 
the officia l Labour can
dida te if he is deselected. But 
in October I 982 she wrote an 

By Bob Wade 

a rticle for London Labour 
Briefing titled " Resist the 
register-don' t let them split 
u s!" 

In it she defended Mili
tant: " I am a candidate for 
the NEC. But I certainl y do 
not wish or expect a ll pa rt y 

Micheal Meacher MP 

members to be 'acceptable' 
to me, in their ideas , ac
tivities, or associatio ns. I 
would have om~ criterion 
on ly-membe rs would 
deserve expulsio n if they 
stood against Labour ca n
didates in cou nci l or 
Parliamentary elections ... " 

" .. . No-one has the right 

to declare it (Militant) il
legitimate. Supporters of 
Militant range from people 
of over 30 years membership 
to those who joined last 
month, and they all have as 
much right in th e party as 
anyone else who signed the 
form. 

.. I must say loud and 
clear tha t this persecution of 
the left is e lecto rall y 
damaging '' . 

NEC member Michael 
Meacher MP, who backed 

~ the Liverpool inquiry and 
o backed Kinnock against the 
0 NUM at last year's con 
s fere nce a lso warned of 
rl wi tch-hunts. In Labour 
~ Weekly ( 18 Febr uary 1983) 

he wrote that leading witch
hunter .John Golding was 
"bleeding the party'; elec
t ion prospects to deat h ." 

Likewise , Labour Party 
officials would do well to re
read the ed itorial of the 
Labou r Party magazine New 
Socialist of September/ Oc
tober 1982. Most Labour 
Party members would agree 
with its sentiments: 

" . . . The ex pe~l s i on o f 
leading Mili tan t supporters 
(is) wrong. The Labour Par
ty always has been a broad 
co llection that includes 
Marxists amo ng its ranks. 
The M ilitant Tendency, 
dra wing as it does upon 

Trot s ky' s cn tique of 
Stal ini sm , belongs to thi s 
Marxist tradition and has a 
legitimate place within th e 
Labour Party. 

" The charge leve lled 
against M ilitant is that it is 
a ' party within a party ' 
with closed meet in gs, a 
separate organ isation a nd 
self-appointed leaders-is 
one that can be levelled with 
equal just ifica tion aga inst 
ot her groups with in the 
Labour Party o n both the 
left and right. 

" . . . The very existance of 
Militan t and other gro ups 
within the Labour Part y is a 
source of strength rather 
than of weakness . By work
ing for the adoption of a lter
oat ive policies and can
didates, the y assi st the 
democratic functioning of 
the party". 

Warning 
The warn in gs of the left 

proved correct. The 1983 
genera l e lect ion was a 
disaster fo r Labour, not o n
ly because the party· was 
presented as being spl it and 
divided, bu t a lso beca use it 
det racted from Labour 's 
policies, which in any case 
were hesit ant ly and ha lf
heartedly presented by the 
leadership. 

Sparkbrook expulsions 
EVERY SECTION of 
the left in the Labout 
Party is at risk in the 
current atmosphere of 
witch hunting. 

Birmingham Spark
brook Labour Party ex
pelled its only black coun
cillor, Amir Khan , and 
another party member 
Kevin Scally on 26 Nov
ember. Spark brook is 
Roy Hatters ley's constit
uency and both party 
members had opposed the 
local party's right-wing 
positions on a number of 
issues. They were expell
ed for "bringing the par-
ty into disrepute". The~e 

is no such rule in the par
ty's constitution . Amir 
Khan had been invo lved 
in a campaign to establish 
a black section in the 
Labour Party. 

Militant does not agree 
wit h this policy; we have 
consistantly argued fo r 
active socialist campaign
ing on class issues aud 
against racism as the best 
way to increase black and 
Asian worker's participa
tion in the Labour Party . 
But such ideas need to be 
discussed inside the party, 
not used as an excuse to 
d rum sociali sts out of the 
Labour Party. 

Forgetting the past 
IN THEIR support for 
the Labour leadership's 
attacks on Militant and 
Uverpool, the leaders of 
the white collar union 
NALGO are undergoing 
convenient amnesia. 

At the annual genera l 
meeting of NALGO's North 
West and North Wales 
District Council , the union 
leaders backed the witch
hunt- even thoug h the 
union is not affiliated to the 
Labour Part y. 

National Executi ve 
member Bill Gi ll spoke of 
the 'prob lems in Liverpool' 
and talked about the need to 
' avoid a strike'. He fo rgot 
that strike action to bac k 
Liverpool council was ac
tually the orginal recommen
dation of Li verpool NALGO 
branch . 

General Secretary Jo hn 
Daly spoke scathingly of 
"Councillor s Mulhearn , 
Byrne and Hatton " and told 
delegates to watc h out for 
" resolutions from a par-

ticular tendency" at national 
conference. The leadership 
clearly intend to try to 
reverse the union' s polici es 
which call for joint cou ncil 
and unio n campaigns to de
fend local government jobs, 
and support for councils 
which are forced to approve 
deficit budgets to avoi d cut ' 
and massive rent and rate in
creases. Th is policy was first 
adopted by NALGO in 
1984-moved by Derek Hat
ton, to a standin g ovat ion. 

Isolated 
Along with amnesia comes 

bouts of unrealit y . Th e 
leadership is increasingl y 
becom ing isolated from th e 
fee lings of their member
ship . For example, C hesh ire 
County branch, normall y 
regard ed as ri ght wi ng, re
jected a reso lutio n at it s 
AGM which called for "full 
oppos iti o n to Militant 
wherever it attempts to foist . 
it s po lic ies on th e 
m embership. " 

Kinnock on his way to the 1983 NEC meeting which expelled 
the Militant Editorial Board . 

Since I 983 an d the re
electi on of Thatcher , there 
has been an intensificati o n 
of class batt l(s , notab ly the 
miners' strik e and Liverpool. 
The so ft le ft, moving up the 
lad der behind Kinnock 
towards the Labour leader
ship , looked on those stark 
class st ruggles with horror 
and bachd away. They 
justify their po liti ca l 
nakedness with continual 
calls of 'don't rock the boat' 
and 'it'll be alright when 
Neil '-s....._e lected . .. '. 

All the wh ile th e Tories 
through their con trol of 
Fleet Street, have stepped up 
their propaganda which-all 
in the in terests of the Labour 
P ar ty of course-is saying 
tha t Labour wi ll only get to 

power if it steers a 'sensib le' 
co urse a nd d itches Militan t , 
the miners and the left. 

The soft left have fallen 
for it, t hey have learnt 
no thing. The Labour leader
ship are repe a tin g the 
mi sta kes of 1983, and more 
so . The intensified attacks 
on Militant have split the 
party further. The leadership 
are now o penly decla ring 
they will abando n any 
sem bla nce of Labour ' s pro
gra mm e once in office. 

The soft left would do well 
to ignore the edi torial co l
umn s of the milli onaire
controlled national press, 
a nd spend more tim e 
pondering labour movement 
journals o f 1982 . Especially 
the art icles they wrote. 
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Patronage and corruption 
Second · part of a 
two part article 

IT IS ironic that the NEC has launched an inquiry in
to the Liverpool District Labour Party after a heroic 
struggle against the Tories. When there was ample 
evidence of real corruption and- favouritism in the 
past this was covered up. 

In "Liverpool on the 
Brink" by Michael Parkin
son, the real position of the 
1950s and 1960s Liverpool 
labour movement is 
graphically outlined: 

"The importance of 
Catholicism meant Labour 
always had a very powerful 
right-wing presence, which 
guaranteed continuing 
ideological connict within 
the party. It also contributed 
to a politics of personality, 
patronage, corruption and 
bossism in the Liverpool 
Labour Party which reached 
its acme under the Brad
docks who ran the city in the 
1950s and early 1960s, and 
has never been completely 
eliminated." 

"Labour has also had a 
long tradition of appointing 
right-wing MPs who spenf 
much of their career locked 
in connict with their more 
left -wing constituency par
ties. Indeed in the late 1970s 
three of them defected to the 
Social Democratic Party 
either before or after being 
deselected. The classic case 
was Sir Arthur Irvine, the 
right-wing absentee MP for 
Eclgehill, who had been 
Solicitor General in Wilson's 
Cabinet and survived many 
attempted coups before 
final ly dying in office. But 
his inadequate tenu re of of
fice had laid the ground for 
the Liberal~ and David Alton 
to take over the constituen
cy . .. Aiso at this time in the 
late 1960s, Labour was a 
typical inner city party 
machine-organi sa tionall y 
and politically bankrupt. 1t 
wa' sho rt of money, 
members and organisation. 
Many of its sitting coun
ci llors were old, patronising 
a nd out of touch with their 
consituenrs. As a former 
councillor admitted, the par
ty should have got rid of 
many of them but didn't. So 
the electorate did it for 
them." 

Such was the real 
patronage, corrupti-on and 
.gangsterism in Liverpool 
under the domination of the 
old right-wing. In man y 
cases those applying to join 
the moribund Labour Party 
were informed that their ap
plications were being turned 
cl own because the party was 
'full up'. There were no in
quiries into these scandals, 
which led to the victory of 
the Liberal / Tory alliance 
betw.een 1973 and 1983. This 

By Rob Sewell 

situation is a million light 
years away from the position 
of a thriving, democratic 
Labour .Party that e-xists 
today. 

Similarly, eleven years ago 
the NEC refused to hold an 
inquiry, demanded by many 
Party members into the real 
corruption in the North East 
which led eventually to 21, 
people nine of whom were 
local councillors, being con
victed on corruption 
charges. Reg Underhill, the 
then National Agent and 
chief witch-hunter stated: 
"It is not the job of the Na
tional Agents of the Labour 
Party to set themselves up as 
CID". That has never stop
ped them before or since if 
it meant an attack on the 
le ft. 

The corruption scandal 
led to the imprisonment of 
the builder and 'brains' 
behind the afair, John 
Poulson, T Dan Smith, and 
Andrew Cunningham, ex
member of Labour's NEC 
the then chairman of 
Durham County Counci l, 
the Northt:rn Regional 
Council of La:1our, Newcas
tle Airport Committee, the 
Northumbrian Vlater Auth
ority and district s,~cretary of 
the biggest unior; in the 
North East, the CMWU. 
Andrew Cunningham is the 
father of John Cunningham 
MP, Labour's present spok
esman on local government. 
John Cunningham is the 
man who has constantly de
nounced the Liverpool coun
cillors for breaking Tory 
laws to defend working peo
ple and has joined in the at
tacks of the 'evils' of 
Miliranr. 

There is no suggestion that 
John C unningham has ever 
been involved in corruption 
himself, but can he explain 
why the Labour leaders are 
so keen to investigate the 
left , but showed marked 
reluctance to expose right 
wingers involved in dubious 
partonage or corruption? 

Andrew Cunningham did 
well for himself. As soon as 
he became GMWU District 
Secretary, he advised that 
John Poulson be engaged to 
design a new union building 
in Midd lesb rough at a cost 
of about £17,000. According 
to the authors of the book 

What Labour should be investigating 

John Cunningham and Neil Kinnock on visit to Liverpool. 

A cracked plaque on' ~ · :,e Braddocks' some of the worst post-war housing in Liverpool-a fitting 
memorial to the former party bosses. 

Web of corruption by Ray- building in his direction . 
mond Fitzwalker and David Apart from a further 
Taylor: "Poulson firmly £ I ,250 a year for C unn-
believed that once a client ingham Senior, he moved to 
was in for a penny, he was a posh bungalow in Chester-
in for a pound". le-Street wh ich he got for 

Bungalow 
As soon as the architect's 

plan~ were examined the 
costs had rocketed to 
£105,000, excluding fees! 
The union subsequently 
agreed on J three-storey 
building cost;Tlg initally 
£40,000, but a second phase 
development could b<' under
taJ<-en later. ·It was oper~ed in 
February 1968, after which 
Cunningham took his fami
ly to the Acapulco Hotel, 
Palma. His friendship with 
Poulson resulted in Cunn
ingham getting £6,756 for 
holidays and monthly che
ques to his wife . There were 
many other payments and 
back-handers from Dan 
Smith's companies. This was 
cheap, as ·cunningham had 
pushed£ Yz million wolth of 

nearly half-price. He got the 
GMWU to give him a 110 
per cent mortgage on it and 
insured it for more than 
twice what it acutally cost 
him. It had been built and 
decorated by the contractor, 
Sid McCulloPgh, who also 
sold John Cunningham (the 
present MP) a house. He was 
then a research officer. of the 
GMWU. 

McCullough made a con
siderable profit due to his 
contacts in politics. Three 
powerful Labour 
councillors-one related to 
Andy Cunningham-were 
all receiving gifts from him. 
Some of those involved in 
their intrigues were known as 
the 'Cunningham Gang' and 
met every Saturday morning 
at the Three Tuns in Birtley. 

Andrew Cunningham us
ed his innuence over the 

GMWU to gain control of 
the Chester-le-Street Labour 
Party. He split his union 
branches as soon as the 
membership reached 500 in 
order to increase hi s 
delegates to the party. The 
GMWU captured all nine 
trade union seats on the ex
ecutive and the seat became 
GMWU sponsored. 

Whitehaven 
However, such 'ski ll s' 

were also employed to good 
effect in the Whitehaven 
Labour Party . The sitting 
MP Joe Simon announced 
his retirement. According to 
Fitzwalker and Taylor, his 
likely successor, a GMWU 
official, Reed, was ' en
couraged' by Cunningham 
Senior not to stand: "He 
could continue in his union 
job and be Mayor of 
Whitehaven but he could not 
be a parliamentary candidate 
as well. Reed dropped out of 
the running for the 
Whitehaven seat". 

A union official was 
despatched to Whitehaven 
and soon increased the 
number of GMWU affiliated 
members, won over some 
other sections and got some 
nominations for his son, 
John Cunningham . On 
selection day, Cunningham 
junior won and subsequent-
ly became MP for 
Whitehaven (now 
Copeland). 

Poulson went bankrupt 
and criminal charges were 
brought against him. On 15 
March Poulson-tracked 
down and brought to trial
pleaded guilty to charges of 
conspiracy together with An
drew Cunningham, T Dan 
Smith and others. At the 
Leeds Crown Court, Smith 
was accused of organising a 
fifth column of councillors 
and aldermen for Poulson. 
Peter Taylor QC stated: "It 
was their clear object to ex
tend this web of corruption 
over local councils the length 
and breadth of the land". 
Together with Cunningham 
Senior they were all found 
guilty and given long prison 
sentences. 

Tip of iceberg 
These incidents are mere

ly the tip of the iceberg. The 
more ' inquiries' and witch
hunts take place against ge
nuine socialists, the more 
rank and file Labour Party 
members will demand an in
quiry into patronage , 
business links, and possible 
real corruption of some right 
wing MPs and their ominous 
links with bodies funded by 
intelligence organisations . 

The only reason why the 
capitalist press hac! launch
ed a campaign of character 
assasination and lies against 
Liverpool Labour Party is 
the heroic stand that they 
took . The Labour and trade 
union leadership are embar
rassed by their lack of fight. 
It is to denect this scan
dalous inactivity and even 
capitulation to the Tories, 
that Militant and the Liver
pool DLP have been singled 
out for a show-trial. Despite 
these attacks, Militant and 
the struggle for socialism in 
Liverpool and elsewhere will 
grow from strength to stren
gth. 

• End business patronage 
and corruption! 
• Defend the Liverpool 
Party! 
• Defeat the witch-hunt! 
• For a democratic, ac
countable Labour Party and 
trade unions! 
o Labour to power on 
socialist po li cies! 

When NEC blocked Poulson inquiry councillors. 
The "Poulson Affair" as 

it came to be known, had a 
seriously damaging effect on 
the Labour Party-an effect 
which lasted for years. Many 
Party members believe that 
would not have been the case 
if the NEC hac! shown the 
same vigour in launching an 
inquiry then as it is now 
against councillors and Par
ty members in Liverpool 
whose only "crime" is em
barrassing the leadership by 
fighting for jobs, ~ervices 
and a housing pro);ramme. 

THE LABOUR Party 
NEC has expressed its 
determination to in
vestigate thoroughly all 
the allegations of "in
timidation" and 
"malpractice" in UYer
pool, dreamed up by the 
Tory press. 

To add fuel to the raging 
campaign of lies and abuse , 
the press have also added 
that the NEC inqu iry will be 
prepared to hand over 
evidence "to the police" , im-

plying that the smears have 
substance. 

Eleven years ago the NEC 
refused to hold the inquiry 
so many party members de
mantled when there was real 
corruption in the North 
East, leading to the jailing of 
Andrew Cunningham, fath
er of Labour 's E nvironment 
spok esman John 
Cunningham. 

He was described as the 
most powerful man in the 
county of Durham. His 

union was, and still is, the 
largest union in the Northern 
Regio n. 

Jailing 
In May 1974, Northern 

Region Labour Party con
ference passed a resolution 
moved by J oan Maynard 
calling for a Labom ~\: . • y 

inquiry into the question of 
corruption following the jail
ing of councillor Andrew 
Cunningham, an architect 

named Poulson and others, 
including Dan Smith, once 
leader of Newcastle City 
Council. 

It was carried by 306,000 
to 166,000. However, the 
National Executive Commit
tef' was opposed to it. 

· ':hough an investigation 
was sent to the Nor

thern Region by the NEC, it 
was specifically not to deal 
with the question of-corrup
tion, merely to look at the 
state of the Labour Party 

Joan Maynard MP 

and make a few recommen
dations about the relation
ship between the District 
Labour Parties and their By Bill Hopwood 
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Keep it coming! 
THE MOVEMENT is giving its reply to the witch
hunters and the Labour leadership-over £11 ,000 col
lected for the Militant fighting fund in just three weeks; 
and at time when the movement 'goes to sleep ' over 
Christmas. 

Ordinary Labour Party memuers and trade unionists 
have shown their anger at the Labour leadership's at
tacks against Liverpool 8:.d Militant , by sending us 
donations. For every column inch of lies , abuse and 
distortions that pour out of Fleet Street, so the 
Christmas fivers for M ilitant have come through the 
post. 

Money has come from Labour organisations, such 
as £20 each from Tenantry branch of the Brighton 
Labour Party and Brighton LPYS. At the National 
Union of Students conference-where Liverpool depu
ty leader Derek Hatton was voted top of the guest 
speakers poll-a fantastic £443 was collected at the 
conference readers' meeting . 

Some of the best donations though have been from 
individuals. A Mr Chowney of Hackney sent £50 
describing himself as "a member of Hackney NALGO 
who hopes Hackney will do a Liverpool next year". 

The money has not only come from labour move
ment activists. From St Albans a retired former RAF 
Squadron Leader sent £20 subscription to Militant anc::l 
a tenner for the fighting fund. 

At Militant Readers Meetings currently being held 
up and down the country, hundreds of pounds have 
been collected. When Militant gets the chance to 
answer the lies of the Tory press about Marxism or 
the struggle in Liverpool , workers are eager to show 
their support. 

But this must be just the star: . As the labour move
ment gets back into motion after the Christmas break , 
make sure you ask for a donation as a measure of op
position to the Labour leadership's time wasting witch
hunt. 

DONATIONS 
L Demaine (Skipton Labour Party) £6, P Stamp 

(SCPS Leicester) £20, K Jackson (Leicester) 
£5.25, E Buchanan (Leicester) £1.25, A Potter 
(USDAW Leicester) £1, A Farnese (UCW 
Westminster) £5, M Perry (Islington Labour Party) 
£2 . 75, A Beer (Pensioner Islington) £2, P Bell 
(unemployed Gowerton) £10, S Meyler 
(unemployed Llanelli) £5, G Birks (UCATT Mid
dleton) £3, T Woodman (Redhill) £1, B James 
(SOGAT) £2 , T Winship (Lazenby Cleveland EET
PU) £10, R Staples (Kereslev NUM) £4, FW Vasey 
(Batley) £6 , A Vasey (Batley) £4, C Harvey (Bat 
terseal £11, A Tees (NALGO Strathclyde) £15, D · 
Cozens (Coventry) £25 , J McLaughlin (NUPE 
Coventry) £3 , S Partin (ASTMS Sheffield) £12, D 
Holmes £50, C Gould (COHSE Islington) £5, M 
Conway (NUT Leyton) £4. 75, C Evans (NUJ Isl
ington) £4.25, J Riley (Lambeth) £10 , T Healey 
(NUPE Southwark) £11, A Winslade (Leyton 
Labour Party) £10, D Winfield (Liverpool) £10, P 
Shepherd (Brighton) £75 , I Kemp (Rotherham 
LPYS j £10, C Hughes (CPSA Great Hampton) £10, 
A Buckley (Bristol) £25, B Kidd (Tooting) £4. 

M I LIT ANT READERS MEETINGS COLLECTIONS 
Macclesfield £90, Paisley £17, Skipton £61, 

Glasgow £250, Birkenhead £95, Wakefield £45, 
Oxford £45, Bristol £75, Birmingham £103, Hull 
£200, Southend £165, Southwark £58, 
Stevenage £54, Enfield £53, Islington £56, Car
diff £66, Swansea £320, NUS Conference £443, 
Battersea £46. 

CHRISTMAS SOCIALS 
Wirral £96, West Wales £29, Harlow £18, Not

tingham £41, Dagenham £33, Stevenage £33. 

Sell Militant. • • 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL 
threats of expulsion from the 
Labour party for selling 
Militant have not deterred 
our supporters. Far from it. 
Mass paper sales were held 
throughout the country on 
14 December . 

The West of Scotland did 
particularly well with 110 be
ing sold in Glasgow City 
Centre, 30 in Motherwell 
and 37 in East Kilbridge . 

Sales were especially push
ed in the areas where Mili
tant supporters are being at- . 
tacked. 50 were sold in Car
diff the day after Cardiff 
South Labour Party voted to 
expel three supporters. In 
Telford where local Militant 
sellers are also being witch
hunted another 50 were sold. 

Up in Sunderland where 
shamefully the local Labour 
Counci l has even tried w 
ba n sales of Militant in th e 

Civic Centre, 25 were sold 
along with a further 17 out
side the Labour Club the 
previ ous evening. 

Wrexham sellers sold 60, 
and went round door to door 
in the Gwersilt area, where 
one of the leading local par
ty right wingers lives. 

Other examples of good 
paper sa les were 33 in Shef
field cit y centre , 52 in 
Southampton, 25 in 
Ashington and 28 in Stoke . 

These sales show the real 
s ympa th y and support 
amongst ordinary people 
towards Militant when it is 
being attacked. Our sellers 
will be redoubling their ef
forts in 1986 to turn sym
pathy into new readers and 
new sellers . 

By Jeremy Birch 

fi~HTING Total since 
last -paper 
£11,284 . fUND Quarter ends 

31 January 

CLASSIFIED 
1 5p per word, 
minimum 10 words. 

SEMI-DISPLAY 
£2 per column cen 
timetre. Three weeks for 
the price of two . Militant 
meeting ads free . 

All advertisement copy 
sh o uld reach this office 
by Saturday . 

SWINDON Militant Marxist 
Di scussion Group m eeti ngs 
held monthly. Phone Martin on 

247 96 for details . 

NOW AVAILABLE 1986 Mili
tan t po ster cal endar . f 1 .00 
eac h plu s postag e an d 
package . 50p each -on orders 
of 10 or more -· pro fit to your 
area Fighting Fund . Orders to 
3 - 13 Hepscott Road, Lon 
don , E9 5HB . Chequ es 
payable to Militant. 

1986 DIARIES 60p , address 
books 60p, bookmarks 40p , 
plastic paper sleeves 20p , sew 
on badges 40p . Cheques to 
Militant , 10 Rod ney C.t . Anso1' 
Drive, Sholing Southamp
t on S02 

1200 
2750 
2200 
2150 
3350 
5450 
3800 
3050 
3450 
4500 
4200 
2150 
2950 
4650 
3100 
5650 
6850 
3050 

ENAMEL Militant badges: now 
ava ilable. Cost £ 1. Bulk orders 
(10 or more). Cost 75p each 
+ 25p post and .package . 
Contact: Fighting Fun d 
Department, 3 - 1 3 Hep scott 
Road , London E9 5HB. 

.MUitant Winter Draw 
Registered Promote r: D Smith , 14 Station Road , Bright
lingsea , Essex ".1 ,000 wort h of pr izes to be won. 

1st prize Video Equipme nt worth £500. 
2nd prize Stacking Hi-Fi worth £300 . 
3rd prize Portable TV wo rth £100 . 
4th prize - 5 prizes of £20 worth of socia list books. 
The draw takes place on Saturday 4 Ja nuary, 1986. 

Price of ticket s : 1 Op (ten pence ). 
All counterfo ils , cash a nd unsold tickets to be re turn 

ed to Militant , 3-13 Hepscott Road , Hackney , Londo n E9 
by first post Saturday 4 Janua ry, 1986 . 

A3 POSTERS for sale . " Stop 
t he rac1s t attacks". 50 for f3 
+ f1 P&P; 10 0 for £5 .,. 
f 1 . 50 P&P . . Pos t f ree on 
orders o f 200 or over. Send 
orders to : Bo w and Poplar 
LPYS , clo 172 East India Dock 
Road, London E 14, or phone 
01 -5 1 5 1718, or 01 -515 
6222. 

NEW PAMPHLET : .. A sociali st 
Prog ramme f or Br ig hton" . 
W r itten by mem bers of 
Brighton Labou r Part y . Wh ich 
w ay f or ward for Labour con
cil s after ne xt May? Pr ice 70 p 
includi ng postage irom Geoff 
Jones 70 Hart ir1g ton Road , 
Brighton , BN2 3PB . 

Sell the 
MlR 

YOUNG PEOPLE, miners 
and firemen are among the 
wide range of people in the 
Lothians who have brought 
copies of the latest Militant 
lntemational Review (MlR). 

Workers understand the 
need for theory , and an 
analysis which gives a lo ng 
term view. They see the need 
to master the metl10d of 
Marxism in order to par
ticipate consciously in the 
struggle for socialism . That 
explains why 90 copies have 
already been sold in this 
area. 

Alternative 
One reader, who is a 

fireman, took five copies to 
his work and sold them all. 
In addition, many miners 
have brought copies , 
recognising as a result of the 
strike the need for a clear 
understanding of the way 
forward. Only Militant and 
the ideas of Marxism offer 
any feasible explanation and 
alternath•e to the Tory 
system we fought so bitterly 
for a year in the coalfields. 

The MlR is by far the best 
theoretical and educational 
document produced in the 
labour movement. The 
highest level o f discussion 
that Marxism can offer is 
contained in its pages. For 
every serious socia list the 
M /R sho uld be an essential 
and indispensable weapon in 
his or her theoretical ar
moury. Buy it! Sell it! Use it 
to increase your level of 
po litical understanding. 

T hl' challenge- is there to 
all readers-give the ,'Vf/R the 
prominen ce it deser ves . 
Make sure th at }·ou are us
ing it properly . 11 can make 
socialism a lot clearer and 
v i('t o r~ for ou1 class .nearer. 

By Joe Owens 
Bi lston Glen NUM 

. New .. video:' Liverpool fights the .. Tories -_ .-. -"_- _ ... ~· ;_ ~s~·~· _, .. 
.. - _..,_ ' - ~- • ' • " - - '-- ·~·- ~~ ::. .""' '1- - -

THIS INSPIRING 30 
minute video was pr'o
duced as a tribute to· the 
courageous stand taken 
by Liverpool Cit y 
Council to defend jobs 
and services against 
Tory cuts. 

Made in the run up to the 
one day strike of council 
wo rk ers on 25 September 
this year, the programme 
captu res the mood of the 
campaign , with ' on the spot' 
interviews with council 
workers as well as with the 
familiar face s of John 
H am ilton and Dere k 
Hatton . 

0Jtting through the media 
hysteria about ' R ed 
Wreckers', the video reveals 
the tremendous support fo r 
the council from broad 
layers of Liverpool's popula
tion who responded to the 
fight ing lead offered by 
Labour. 

Fight 
As o ne of the city' s 

unemployed puts it , "people 
have sat back for too long. 
Now they ' ve seen <;omeon~ 

doing something they've 
stood up and said " count me 
in , like". And they 're not 
going to see that taken away 
from them . They' re going to 
have to fight." 

The video also deals with 

The Liverpool City Council leadership march against the Tories. 

the smea r campaign con
ducted by the media against 
Militant. Richard Venton , 
Merseyside Militant 
spokesman answers some of 
the critics who have pre fe r
red to make personal attacks 
on indiv id ual counci l 
members' support fo r Marx
ist ideas, rathe r t ha n 
highlight the important con
tribution Militant supporters 
have given to the campaign : 

Liverpool Fights th e 
Tories will be of interest to 
any soc ialist or trade 
union ist as it explains some 
of the background to the 
campaign, the need to build 
support amongst the 

work force, the important 
tactical considerations at set
ting a deficit budget and how 
the campaign was sucessful 
last yea r. 

Made as it was in the heat 
of the struggie, it also gives 
an insight into the emotional 
side of struggle, as for exam
ple, when NUPE members 
supporting the council were 
refused a proper vote at one 
of the crucial pre-st rike 
meetings. TV crews refused 
to film the scene outside the 
meeting where NU PE 
memb ers ex pressed their 
disgust with Jane Kennedy' s 
' leaders hip.' 

For a historic record of 

th e Liverpool campaign thi s 
video is a must fo r anyone in 
the labour mo vement, and 
should itsel f play a vital role 
in the building of futur e 
campaigns. 

LIVERPOOL VIDEO 30 
minutes on t he a c hieve
ments of the council and 
how the struggle devel
oped. £5 to hire plus £5 
deposit. £1 0 to pur
chase. Order from WEG, 
c / o 3 - 13 Hepscott 
Road, Lond o n E9 5HB. 

****** 
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THROUGHOUT ITS 21st anniversary year, Militant not only 
reported and commented on the news but was itself prominent 
in the events reported. Articles, TV programmes and speeches 
about the Militant and its supporters poured out, reaching a climax 
in December with the publicity surrounding the inquiry into Liver
pool District Labour Party. 

The bulk of this publicity was designed to distort and discredit 
our ideas and the personalities of those who support them. It was 
no accident that such a barrage of lies and vilification should have 
been fired in our direction. It expressed the fear of the big business 
interests who control the press, who reflect the thinking of their 
class in the boardrooms and corridors of power. They unders
tand the potential attraction of Marxist ideas for millions of work
ing people and are determined to try to blacken our name and 
force the Labour leaders to act on their behalf to drive our in
fluence out of the Labour Party. 

They have not the slightest hope of succeeding. The ideas of 
Marxism are increasingly attractive to workers because of the 
underlying crisis of British capitalist society, which Militant alone 
has fully understood and explained. Even the bad publicity will 
only serve to bring our paper to the eyes of wider layers of the 
working population. 

!985 WAS a memorable year. It 
began with the closing chapter of 
the miners' strik e, which was not 
the humiliatin g rout reported by 
th e press and a ll too many within 
the leadersh ip of the labour move
ment. It was an epic struggle which 
revived a ll the finest tradition ~ of 
working-class combativity. The 
miners' fighting spirit helped to in
spi re the workers who have follow
ed them into battle, like the Labour 
councillors and wo rkers in Li ver
pool and the strikers at Silentnight. 

Although ending in a defeat, the 
miners' struggle proved that the 
Tories can be taken on and that the 
labour movement has not been 
ground down by the recession and 
all th e a tt acks it has faced sin ce 
Thatcher came to power. 

Social chasm 
The strike revealed the enormous 

chasm which has opened up within 
Briti sh societ y. At one end are the 
four million un employed, the lost 
generat ion of the inner-city young 
whose anger exploded into rio ts, 
the l011·-pa id workers who have 
seen the government wage a cam
paign to push down their meagre 
incomes even lower and th e 
workers who face the fu t ure with 
no confidence that their job will 
sti ll be there in a year's time. 

At the other end are the sharks 
of the C it y of London, who have 
h ad an unprecedented year for 
making fort unes. London has now 
beco me the fraud capital of the 
wo rld. The scandal s at Johnson 
Matthey Bank and Lloyd's were 
just the tip of the iceberg of cor-

By Pat Craven 

ruption and embezzlement , involv
ing hundred s of millions of 
pounds. Company profits and 
directors' salaries reached new 
peaks, with ICI chairman John 
Harvey- !ones taking a rise of 
£2,230 a week to bring his annual 
salary to £287,261. 

While th,~ Tories were pussy
footing aboct over new laws to 
check big bust'1ess crime, arguing 
that 'self-regulation' was the best 
method of policing the City of 
London, the new Public Order and 
Police and Criminal Evidence Acts 
were brought in to n :ake it easier 
for the police to crac:' down on 
political opposition from the 
lai.1our movement. 

While new fortunes were being 
made t!lrough the privat isation of 
British Telecom and other na
tionalised industries, the Fowler 
proposals on Social Ses;urity 
foreshadowed new ways of paring 
down the a lready paltry payments 
to the o ld , sick , the bereaved and 
those in greatest need. 

Underlying this widening. gulf 
between the classes is the continu
ing crisis of the British capitalist 
economy. Throughout 1985 , the 
To ry ministers tr ied to paint a pi c
ture of an eco nomy moving ahead. 
"Production is at an all-time high" 
boasted Thatcher; "steady Qrowth 
with low inflation" claimed 
Lawson. Th e reality is that 
manufacturing industry \\as pro
ducing less than in 1974. Britain 
now has a trade deficit in manufac-

tured goods of £4 billion. 
Only the American economic 

upswing and revenue from North 
Sea oil saved British capitalism 
from catastrophe in 1985. The US 
boom is now faltering and the like
ly drop in world oil prices cou ld 
well blow apart all the Tories' 
schemes for vote-winning tax cuts.· 
By the end of 1986, the advanced 
capitalist countries will be heading 
for a new downswing. Many 'third 
world' countries meanwhile face 
devastation, through the fall in 
commodity prices. The possibility 
of a banking collapse, as a result 
of a country like Mexico or Brazil 
being unable or unwilling to repay 
the interest on their loans from the 
Western banks, is still a very real 
threat to the whole financial 
system. 

Liverpool council 
shows way forward 

THIS UNDERLYING crisis of the 
capitalist system and the growing 
polarisation of society between the 
rich minority of speculators, big 
businessmen and financiers and the 
majority of workers and 
unemployed, ought to have made 
1985 an ideal year for Labour to go 
on the offensive against the Tories. 
The basis could have been laid for 
landslide victory at the next general 
election. 

Unfortunately howe ve r the 
Labour Party has failed to rise 
more than a few percentage points 
in the polls above either the Tories 
or the Liberal/SOP Alliance, and 
the rise that was recorded took 
place during the miners' strike. 
Rather than go on the attack 
against the Tories, the Labour 
leaders, responding to pressure 
from the press and the Tories 
themselves, spent much of 1985 in 
an internal struggle with ther own 
part y members who support the 
ideas of Militant. 

1.1 particu lar they have waged a 
camp<:ign against Liverpool City 
Council, despite the fact that the 
council ha~ been doing in Liverpool 
what the Labour Party should have 
been doing nationally. By standing 
up to the Tory government, 
prepared to defy Tory laws if 
necessary, the councillors have 
risked everything they owt~ to press 
on with the programme on which 
they were elected. They have built 
new homes, saved and created 
jobs, opened nurseries and spo rts 
centres and given back hope to a 
city ravaged by the recession. 

Opinion polls have revealed ris
ing support for the council , from 
46 per cent to 55 per cent. Massive 
demonstrations filled the streets in 
support of the council. Yet Neil 
Kinnock's response was to suspend 
the District Labour Party and con
duct an inquiry into its affairs, with 
the threat of expulsion hanging 
over the leading figures in the coun
ci l's fight. 

The attack on Militan£ and its 
supporters is not the vnly signi fi
cant development within the 
Labour party in 1985. In the years 
to come, last year will perhaps 
become best known for the rapid 
' realignment' which took place 
within the leadership. One leading 
figure after another such as Ken 
Livingstone, David Blunkett and 
Tom Sawyer, who began the year 
pledged 'to defy the Tories over 
rate-capping, to defend party 

members against expulsion threats 
and support the party's programme 
as agreed at conference , ended the 
year supporting council cuts, back
ing the Liverpool inquiry and ques
tioning t he 'practicality' of 
Labour's policies. 

A whole stratum of mainly 
middle-class left-wing leaders has 
swung to the right at an un
precedented pace. Under the in
fluence of 'Communist' Professor 
Hobsbawm, they have drawn a ll 
the wrong conclusions from the 
vents of 1985. They interpreted the 
miners' strike as 'proof' that the 
working class has declined to a 
point at wh ich it is no ionger 
capable of transforming society. 

Capitalism they argued is no 
longer the root .:ause of society's 
problems, but wh<H they define as 
'Thatcherism', a new form of 
popular Toryism, which requires 
all who op~ose it-right-wingers , 
Social Democrats, Liberals and 
even Tory dissidents-to unite 
around some form of 'b road 
alliance'. 

The root of this sh ift to the right 
is their failure to understand the 
cr isis of capitalism . Thatcher 
represents a more viru lent and 
openly anti-working class kind of 
Toryism because the interests of 
her class demand such an approach 
a t a time when their profits are 
threatened by the looming 
economic storms. The splits within 
the ruling class, major and signifi
cant through they are, are essential 
ly about tactics. There is no alter
native government, within the Tory 
party, the Alliance or Labour 's old 
right-wing which can administer 
the capitalist economy any more 
compassionatel y or efficient than 
this government. 

Discredited ideas 
There could not be a wor e time 

for the Labour !eaders to return to 
the old di scredit ed ideas of the 
right. Even in the relativel y pro
sperous years of the post-war 
boom, Labour grJvernments were 
forced by the - pre~sure of big 
business and the work ing of the 
capitalist system to replac'! reforms 
with counter-reforms . For the next 
Labour government, ! hese 
pressures will be far greater than in 
1964 or 1974. It will be a govern
ment of crisis, forced either to 
challenge the power of capital and 
adopt the socialist programme ad
vocated by the Marxists, or bow 
down to the will of the capitalists 
and ditch its programme. 

Sensing this, the Labour leaders 
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in 1985 put forward the idea that 
in order not to let clown Labour 
voters after the election, it is bet .. 
ter not to promise any substantial 
reforms before the election . Hence 
1985 saw the coining of the word 
' imposs ibilism', to describe the 
modest proposals put forward by 
the Marxists for a 35-hour hour 
week, a £ 115 minimum wage and 
a guaranteed job for those leaving 
YTS schemes. ·· 

To renounce even such basic 
reforms as these is electoral suicide 
for Labour . As Liverpool has 
shown, working class voters do not 
respond to personalities, media 
campaigns or public relations. 
They want to see concrete benefits 
for themselves and their families. 
It was hou ses, jobs and services 
which won that extra support for 
Li verpool Labour. It is only hy 
firm promises to do the same na
tionally that can assure Labour a 
victory in the general election. 

Filling vacuum 
The fe rocio us a t tacks against 

Militant stem from the fact that 
Marxist ideas are now filling the 
vacuum left by the rightward 
retreat of the for mer le ft-w ing 
leaders. Ordinary workers and par
ty and (rade union activists have 
not followed their leaders to the 
right. They desperately want to see 
the back of the Thatcher and Neil 
Kinnock in No I 0 Downing Street, 
but not at the price of throwing 
overboard the very policies they 
want Labour in government to 
imp lement. 

The union ballots on the political 
funds have shown how fjrmly the 
trade union movement is tied to the 
Labour Party. They have shattered 
the idea that workers are becoming 
infected by 'Thatcherite' ideas. But 
their support ca nnot be taken for 
granted. If the organised workers 
are to be inspired to go out to cam
paign and draw the wider layers of 
Labour supporters behind them, 
the kind of clear concrete policies 
advocated by Militant and im
plemented by Liverpool City Coun
cil will need to be adopted by the 
whole movement. 

There is no way that Marxism 
.will be purged from the Labour 
Party. We are confident that 1986 
will see further support for Militanr 
and what it stands for . Anger wi ll 
build up against any move to ex
pel socialist s from the party. Marx
ist ideas will be accepted by more 
and more activists and will begin to 
assume a dominant position within 
the British labour movement. 
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CAPITALISM'S GOOD times 
have gone for good . The 
capitalist world is now coming 
towards the end of a lengthy 
period of upswing. The last few 
years are the best the system 
can offer working people. 

Capitalism is confronted by 
a series of dilemmas. According 
to the dictionary a dilemma is 
a choice of two options, each of 
which is impossible. 

Take interest rates. 
Throughout 1985 they have 
drifted down from the impossi
ble levels of the past few years. 
The upward twist Of world in
terest rates in the early 1980s 
doubled repayment charges 
from the third world debtor 
countries and precipatated the 
rumbling banking crisis that 
still threatens to hurl debtor na
tion and creditor banks alike in
to the abyss. 

But capitalism cannot let in
terest r~es slide much further. 
For President Reagan has to of
fer prime rates in order to at
tract money capital from all 
over the world to subsidise the 
monster US government 
deficit. And every other coun
try has to keep rates high 
enough to stop money from eb
bing away to the USA! 

The rise in interest rates in its 
turn has attracted money into 
America, in the process forcing 
up the dollar to hopelessly un
competitive levels. This has all 
sorts of repercussions on world 
trade and finance. As one ex
ample, look at the unhappy 
subsidiary of Midland Bank, 
Crocker Bank, based in 
California. 

Crocker has hundreds of 
millions of dollars of "unper
forming loans" to local grape 
farmers on its books. These 
farmers cannot sell their wares 
because foreign goods are now 
so cheap in the St-ates that you 
can buy a bottle of French wine 
in a California supermarket for 
the same price as the local 
plonk. 

The "superdollar" in turn 
puts tremendous pressure on 
hard-pressed US manufacturers 

and f!umers to demand protec
tionist measures, which, if im
plemented could trigger a full
scale trade war. 

The counterpart of the 
massive trade surpluses that 
Japan and West Germany in 
particular are racking up with 
the USA are almost exactly 
matched by movements of 
capital from Japan and Ger
many into America to pay for 
US government spending. In ef
fect Japanese and German 
capitalism are lending the 
Americans money to buy their 
goods! 

US government spending on 
arms has been the motor of the 
past upswing but as the USA 
becomes for the first time a net 
international debtor, that 
motor too seems to be splutter
ing out of fuel. 

Economists are poring over 
the statistics for economic 
growth in the third-quarter of 
1985 issued by the Reagan ad
ministration. They are like 
Etruscan high priests looking at 
the intestines of a sacrificed 
goat to foretell the future. The 
favoured "solution" seems to 
be that Germany and Japan 
should reflate. But if their 
governments start to spend 
more money, that causes pro
blems of its own. The Yen and 
the Deutschmark will fall 
relative to the dollar as imports 
are sucked in-and US 
manufacturers will be still less 
able to sell on the world 
market. 

We have seen a few years of 
"boom" with no significant 
rise in employment. Investment 
has been concentrated in cost
cutting and in the service sector, 
not in wealth creating produc
tion. With the world economy 
at the mercy of profitability, 
every choice facing capitalism 
already has its highly unplea
sant side. And within a year, or 
two at the most, this miserable 
respite will come to an end, and 
socialism will be even more of 
a necessity to prevent an even 
deeper economic catastrophe. 

THE CRISIS in the world tin market 
has highlighted the insane way in 
which basic commodities are bought 
and sold in a capitalist economy. 
MICK BROOKS (article left) looks at 

EVERY DAY at 12.40 in the 
City of London, 28 men 
troop into a room and start 
shouting at each other. These 
men are fixing the day's 
world market price of the 
metals that we all need and 
millions depend on mining to 
make a living. 

By Mick Brooks 

The recent suspension of trading 
in tin on the London Metals Ex
change threatens to spread to other 
commodities (metals and raw 
materials) , bringing chaos in their 
production and trade all over the 
world. The threatened default of 

. the International Tin Council on its 
debts could drag do wn some 
banks. Commodit y prices , 
themselves a victim of the world 
economic crisis, by plunging still 
further, threaten to contribute to 
making that crisis deeper. 

The producers of the basic com
modities are scattered all over the 
world. They have no idea how 
much of their product can be sold 
at any given moment. All they can 
do is watch the price. Their ac
tivites are knitted together through 
the operations of the London 
Metals Exchange and tht: other 
great metropolitan commodity ex
changes . The activities of these 
merchants and speculators cannot 
abolish the anarchy inherent in 
capitalism, but reproduce that 
anarchy on a global scale . 

The commodity producers need 
money now to invest so as to con
tinue producing for the future. For 
instance a tea bush q.nnot be pick
ed for seven years after planting . 
The money will be advanced in ex
change for a piece of paper entitl
ing the bearer to a share of the Ke
nyan tea harvest in 1992. These 
'futures' then become an object of 
speculation. 

Money men may bet that late 
frosts in 1991 will hoist the price of 
tea for 1992, or on any other of a 
thousand things that could happen 

to a 'harvest' that has not even 
been planted yet. Typically on the 
commodity exchanges a hundred 
transactions will just pass the piece 
of paper from hand to hand for 
every one that actually leads to a 
deli very of a commodity. 

A common objection to 
socialism is that it will have to in
volve rationing. Capitalism works 
through rationing through price . 
Only the rich have man y more ra
tion tickets than the rest and can 
ride out a shortage-induced price 
hike. 

These can occur for the most 
obscure reasons . Once every ten 
years a cold current off the coast 
of Peru-'el nino ' -often dri ves 
the anchovies into deep waters 
away from their usual haunts . This 
hoists fishmeal prices, which in 
turn can make meat prices soar. 
Apologists for capitalism praise the 
usefuleness of the speculators. For 
by driving up the price of meat they 
encourage farmer s to turn to 
livestock raising and so overcome 
the shortage . 

In reality market laws wreak 
havoc on producer and consumer 
alike. Unfortunatel y a rise in the 
price of beef does not call forth an 
immediate increase in the supply of 
full-grown cows. They will take 
years to breed up . But by that time 
there will usually be a massive over
supply as farmers all over the world 
have jumped on the bandwaggon . 
As the price collapses, calves are 
slaughtered and governments pay 
out subsidies to stop farmers over
producing in a vain effort to keep 
the price up. Such is the 'magic of 
the marketplace' ! 

Supply and demand 
Commodity prices are extraor

dinarily susceptible to fluctuations 
in supply and demand . A small 
overshoot can lead to a collapse in 
prices with disastrous effects on the 
producers, while a slight shortfall 
can crucify consumers through im
possibly high prices. And such fluc
tuations are inherent in an 
unplanned system and magnified 
enormously by the speculators. 

Commodity prices basically de
pend on the boom-slump cycle of 

the problems faci1 
capitalists in 198E 
below he examines 
the commodity 
forecasts further er 

capitalism-rising in a boom with 
the rise in demand, and collapsing 
in a slump . The fall in the price of 
raw materials at length _· helps 
capitalism to recover enough to 
prepar~ for the next hurdle in the 
steeplechase. In fact the major 
reason for the fall in the rate of in
flation in the west has been the col
lapse in the current recession of 
commodity prices to thir lowest 
levels since the 1930s . As the 
Economist point s out, the 10 per 
cent fall in prices thi s year alone 
represents a £65 billion gift from 
the poor countries to the rich. 

The price collapse of the 1930s, 
though, was not all good news for 
the capitalist s of the advanced 
countries . The major reason for the 
rash of national bankruptcies that 
wok place in the underdeveloped 
world in the 1930s was the collapse 
in the price of the raw materials 
they li ved on by exporting. These 
bankruptcies in turn gave the banks 
of the imperiali st countries who 
had lent them the money no end of 
jitters. 

Now once again we have a crisis 
of capitalism . Once more there is 
a world debt crisis. Again a deeper 
collapse in the price of com
modities could trigger off enforc
ed bankruptcies and a banking 
collapse. 

The post-war economic order 
was supposed to have learned from 
the problems of the 1930s. In fact 
these problems are rooted in the in
ner nature of the system . Trade in 
commodities was regulated by in
ternational agreements like the In
ternational Tin Council composed 
of both producing and consuming 
countries. The aim was to iron out 
unpredicable price fluctuations 
which disrupt the harmonious 
development of the capitalist 
world. 

The poorer commodity-
exporting countries have been in
spired by the success of OPEC in 
yanking up oil prices to establish 
their own price-fixing rings. They 
have appointed buffer stock 
managers to intervene in the anar
chy of the market by buying up 
surplus stocks and taking them off 
the market to keep prices up . 

The problem, as with all cartels, 
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a , 
s that it is easy enough to buy com
nodities on the market when prices 
tre high and th e producer coun
ries' revenues are good-but in 
imes of prosperit y, intervention is 
mnecessary to bolster prices. It is 
1uite another matter in a period o f 
lump , whi ch mea ns depressed 
·omm odity prices and therefore 
ow earnings just when they need 
o intervene, the producer -::ountrie s 
lo not have the wherewit ha ll to do 
0 . 

Thi s is what happened to tin. 
!he bu ffe r stock mana2.er ran out 
, f money and eventually was bar
owing from the banks to bu y un
vant ed tin at a loss . The credit lines 
tret ched beyond endurance . Th e 
TC then reneged on debts o f up 
o £1 billi on and a stockpi le of 
•8,000 tonnes of ti n. 

Price crash 
The ITC buffer stock manager 

>u ilt up his £1 bill io n debt by us
ng the stockpile as securit y. it was 
.ssum ed to be wo rth 
:8,500- £9,500 per tonn e. But 
vhen trading in tin reopens the 
' rice could crash to as low as 
:4,000 per tonne. At that price the 
TC could no t repay its debt s and 
he banks that have lent to them
uch as Standard Chartered, Ham
>ros and Kleinwort Benson-could 
le on the skids together with a 
izeable chunk of the financial 
·stablishment. 

The buffer stock would still have 
o be sold o ff even at only £4 ,000 
1 tonne to recoup part of the losses . 
\ £1 billion stockpile would sud
lenly become a £300 million 
tockpile- up to £700 million lost 
tt the stroke of a pen . In that case 
he buffer stock could keep the 
vorld supplied for nine months 
vithout an ounce being mined 
mywhere . 

For at £4,000 a tonne, only 22 
JUt of 400 mines in Malaysia (the 
vorld's largest producer) would 
urvive. In Thailand 275 out of 600 
vould go, folding up 24 ,000 of 
:5 ,000 jobs . 

If tin does crash , and they are 
lesperately trying to stitch up a 
lea! to avert that possibility , the 
:onsumers will not get the benefit. 

3 J anuary 1986 MILITANT 9 

'Third world poverty in the Philippines : top a street market and, below a sugar cane refinery, hit by the drastic fall in world sugar prices . 

For , superimposed over the boom- fer stock manager has spent $390 get pneumonia off rubber. Three palm oil , tin , rubber and timber. 
slump cycle of commodity prices, million since 1981 building up a million Malaysians, one quarter of Whereas in 1980 it was earning 72 
are longer-term trends. One of 400 ,000 tonnes stockpile. Now i:e the workforce, depend on rubber per cent of foreign earnings from 
these trends is that with the ad- is passing round the hat for another tapping to make a living . the fi ve, by 1985 it that was down 
vance of technology, there is an $3,000 million to buy an extra This tendency to economise on to 56 per cent. This was before the 
eco no m isi ng on scarce ra w 150,000 tonnes . As the price drops , t he consumption of scarce raw recent collapse in the price of palm 
materials. As a result , tin is only 2 he runs out of money. materials is going on all over. oil and the tin calamity , 
per cent of th e cost of tinplate, In a crisis , cut-throat price war s Miniaturised batteries mean less de-
tradit io nally its biggest use. There break out between di fferent pro- mand for lead . More and more 
is only SOp worth of tin in the ducers rushing to offload their metals are replaced by cheap 
solder in a whole television set. surplus by almost any price . In plastics . The computerisation of 

The t!!1 cri sis has caused trade in other words they respond to tne stock records means smaller stock 
other metals to dry up . The Lon- glut by overproducing and to the holding throughout industry . All 
don Metals Exchange is walking on price collapse by offering this is an extra twist of the knife for 
eggs. discounts . commodity producers . 

Sugar is the most depressed corn- Another and relatively long-term 
modity of the lot, because the in- Cosy cartel trend is the movement of what are 
s titutionalised overproduction of called the terms of trade away from 
sugar beet in the Common Market Indonesia for instance plans to the countries producing raw 
is driving the traditonal cane pro- expand its rubber production by 8 materials . This trend is disrupted 
ducers to the wall . Sugar was per cent a year for each of the next from time to time by the chaos of 
recently selling as low as 2 Y2 cents four years . Yet Indonesia was a international trade, bu t it 
a pound and being fed to animals. major pillar of the tin agreement represents a robbery of the poor~?st 
That price is less than 4p for a stan- and was stitched up by cowboys countries. They have to export 
dard kilo bag . Did anyone notice like Br:uil and China who unload- more and more to pay for the 
a dramatic drop in the price to the ed their surplus on the world manufactured goods they import . 
housewife? market, breaking up their · cosy Thailand for instance exported 

Rubber is losing bounce and cartel. 30 per cent more rubber this year, 
could be the next commodity to It is precisely the countries that but its earnings on rubber fell by 
come under pressure . The Interna- caught a cold on tin- Indonesia , 8 per cent. Malaysia depends on 
tional Rubber Organisation's buf- Malaysia and Thailand-that could five export earners-crude oil, 

Starvation 
As pointed out earlier the change 

in the terms of trade has awarded 
the rich countries £65 billion this 
year, responsible for a quarter of 
their growth . Generally com
modities (except oil) are at 75 per 
cent of their 1970 level now . Sugar, 
one tonne of which would have 
bought 41 barrels of oil in 1975 
would now buy only four barrels . 

We are now supposed to be in 
the middle of a world boom. It is 
a boom which has done nothing for 
the unemployed at home. It is also 
a boom in which commodity prices 
are still falling, bringing starvation 
to the poorest countries. As the 
Financial Times put it the question 
is "that (commodity produers) will 
miss out on the booms while still 
suffering the busts". 
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Bosses put pressure on 
government of reform 
STEVE HIGHAM concludes his series of ar
ticles on Peru. The first article dealt with the 
rural crisis. The second looks at the cities and 
political developments. 

WHAT DOES the ex-peas
ant find when he or she ar
rives in Lima? Living stan
dards lower than since the 
1950s. The entire shanty 
town quarter on unpaved , 
sometimes unnumbered and 
unnamed streets with no 
sewerage, no running water 
and no electricity. 
Th~y call Lima the Calcut

ta a"( Sou th America. A 
quarter of the city's people 
live in the shanty towns, with 
partial or total unemploy
ment rife, and no unemploy
ment benefit. Lima has thr: 
bi gges t black market 
economy in the world, six 
out of every ten working 
hours are 'informal'. 

The whole country is be
ing held back by the 
agricultural backwardness. 
The consumption of in
dustrial products in •.he 
villages is extremely low . one 
factor keeping industry 
working at 50 per cent of 
capacity and adding to 
unemployment. Historically, 
economic growth has been 
tied to its role as a supplier 
of raw materials ie. to exter
nal needs, first those of 
Spain in the colonial era , 
then those of the world 
market, particularly Britain 
and the USA. 

The US is now the chief 
customer and supplier. In 
1971 Peru absorbed 5.2 per 
cent of all US investment 
abroad and 67 .5 per cent of 
all investment in Peru came 
from the USA. The largest 
bank is controlled by Italian 
businessmen . 

Debts league 
This foreign domination 

has further held back in
dustria l development. The 4 
per ct:nt growth in 1980 
became an 11 per cent col
lapse by 1983. Income per 
head was less than in 1970. 

The cris is was aggravated 
by the return to civilian rule 
in 1980. The react ionary 
Pr~sident Belaunde Terry 
once more abandoned land 
reform and denationalised 
fore ign companies . The 
government's term Of office 
was marked by st rikes, riots 

and states of emergency. 
Early in 1985 the Sunday 

Times commented that the 
government · was "sinking 
under the combined weight 
of imcompetence, bad luck 
and corru_ption". While he 
was systematically dismantl
ing subsidies on basic 
foodstuffs he was spending 
colossal sums on arms to 
placate the mili tary. For in
stance in 1982 the govern
ment raised more than $1 
billion plus $350 million 
Eurocredits and placed an 
order for $600 million for 
Mirage interceptors. 

Peru is only in the second 
division of the de bt s 
league-owing a trifling 
$13.5 billion-but this pro
fligacy occasionally upsets 
the moneylenders . "There is 
no prospect of any improve
ment in the lamentable state 
of Peru's public finances. 
The irresponsible Peruvian 
armed forces continue to in
sist on an increasing propor
tion of the scarce public 
resources being earmarked 
to finance their expensive 
playthings" (International 
Currency Review, December 
1984) . 

What can the future hold? 
The recent elections ·repres
ent a step forward for the 
Peruvian masses in that their 
traditional ]::arty, APRA, the 
American Popular Revolu
tionary Alliance won. Usual
ly the military have seized 
power in the past when 
APRA seemed abou t to win 
an election . 

A lan Garcia Peres, 
APRA's leader gained 48 per 
cent of the vote in April with 
a large vote for other, more 
left parties. APRA promis
ed to redistribute income to 
the poor and to create jobs. 
There is however absolutely 
no prospect ofsuch reforms 
bearing fruit \Vhile Peru is 
dominated by the oligarch
ies. 

Nothing short of a strug
gle against capitalism at 
home and abroad offers any 
hope. Trotsky in the Hist01y 
of the Russian Revolution , 
pointed out that in colonial 
and ex-colonial states, "the 
bourgeo isie ... notwithstan-

ding its envious hatred of 
foreign capital always does 
and always will in every 
decisive situation turn up in 
the same camp with it." 

Peru 's landlords a nd 
bankers may talk a nti
American and try to threaten 
and blackmail the IMF but 
they are dependent on the 
b a nk s and comr::ercial 
trusts, in reality agents of 
for'eign capital. Whatever 
conflicts and rivalries may 
appear they will huddle 
together against any struggle 
by workers and peasants. 

Homegrown and foreign 
exploiters will put enormous 
press ure on the APRA 
leadership to abandon its 
promises , which have arous
ed the expectations of the 
people and worried US and 
Peruvian bosses. 

Austerity 
Talks have already begun 

on a social contract and Gar
cia, modelling himself on 
Felipe Gonzales, Spain's 
prime minister, has coined 
the expression "au~terity 
without misery" to describe 
his economic priorities. 

The APRA programme 
including freezing prices and 
exchange rates but , The 
Guardian has commented, 
the industrialists "are li kely 
to resist any attempt to ex
tend price controls in
definitely. No-one in the 
government seems to know 
how to move to the next 
stage of reactivating the 
economy without setting in
flation su rging again." A 
160 per cent inflation rate is 
not considered a 'surge' ! 

Only feeble measures have 
been taken against the 
gangsters in Peru's armed 
forces. Despite the recent 
dismissal of the highest rank
ing military officer General 
Enrico after an official in
vestigation revealed the hand 
of the army in civilian kill
ings, the cannon is st ill a n 
important part of the cons
titution. 

In September one 
newspaper reported that 
solidiers massacred at least 
40 and possibly 70 civi lians 
near the Andean village of 
Acco marca. 

This added to the o,OOO 
reported ki lled in recent 
years and the thousands of 
other desaperecidos, the 

m1 ssmg. Nor does Garcia's 
government show any sign 
of lifting milhary control 
over 25 of Peru's 176 
provinces. 

A revolutionary trans for
mation of society, over
throwing landlordism, 
distributing land to the 
peasants and for a start na
tionalising the interests of 
foreign capital would be the 
only way to give a glimmer 
of hope to the poor of Peru. 

Workers and peasants will 
have to rely on their own 
strengt h and traditions. Peru 
has a long history of revo lu
tionary struggle . In 1932 for 
example, 27 APRA MPs 
were arrested by the army. 
Party activists responded by 
imprisoning and killing 26 
officers and soldiers. In 
reta liation the army round
ed up 6,000 youth and shot 
them on the spot. 

In 1976 the government 
violently crushed a major 
s trike by t he strong 
fishermen's union, over fall
ing living standards and 
repress ion . In July that year 
the government declared a 
state of emergency and in 
November suspended the job 
security law; measures which 
set the scene for the biggest 
general strike in the coun
try'·s history. 

The strike's demands on 
wages, prices and workers' 
rights, for the reinstatement 
of sacked workers and the 
cancellation of peasant debts 
gained a huge response , for
cing the government to lift 
the state of emergency and 
prepare the way for civilian 
rule. 

Between 1976 and 1980 
there was another general 
strike, agricultural workers 
occupied land in the sugar 
plantJtions and teachers 
went on a four-mo nth strike. 
Belaunde returned to office; 
he ended his term despised 
for his capitalist policies such 
as opening up Peru for all 
kinds of imports . A wave of 
str ikes and general strikes se
cond on ly to nei ghbouring 
Bolivia heralded the end of 
Belaunde's ru le . 

Revolutionary struggles li e 
ahead, the work ing class and 
peasant ry will learn from 
their past experience th e 
need to use their own 
political strength and fight 
for socialism. 

On 7 December trade unionists and Labour Party members marched in solidarity with the people of Bhopal, India, one year after 
the w orld's w orst ever industrial d isaster . Over 2,000 were killed and hundreds of thousands affected by poisonous gases after 
an exploision turned much of the city into a vast gas chamber. 
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Police stand guard over a murdered peasant, said to be a 
Senderist. 

The s.hining cui-de-sac 
THE LONG lasting 
crisis in the towns and 
countryside of Peru, 
the poverty, super
exploitation and state 
repression, has fostered 
the growth of a left 
wing guerilla movement 
Sendero Luminoso, the 
Shining Path. 

Every murder, every 
atrocity, particularly in the 
remote mountain area of 
Ayacucho is blamed on the 
guerill as. There is ample 
evidence that trigger happ y 
troops have committed 
ma ss ive arb itrary 'revenge' 
slaughters of peasants and 
blamed the killings on the 
Senderists. 

The guer illas have gained 
a certain support due to mass 
hatred of th e ruling class . 
Assassinations of individual 
capitalists, landowners and 
state officials cause few tears 
to fall in the most depressed 
and repressed areas. 

But the heroi sm of the 
gueril las cannot transform 
Peruvian society. There is no 
subst itute for the full in
volvement of the urban and 
rural masses. particularly the 

. 
,.;.(if., ,. 

working class ·who have a 
heroic tradition themselves, 
in an organised political at-
tack on the capitalist system . 

So far the st rength and 
bravery shown by the work
ing class has not been weld
ed into a force which can 
overthrow the sys tem. 
Guerilla struggle, relying on 
a few heroes, however self 
sac rificing, ignores the mass 
of the people, and disregards 
the power of the working 
c lass. The sta te apparatus 
could not easily use their 
revenge tactics against op
positioni sts if they faced a 
mass movement. 

Transformation 
If the governmen t fail s to 

tack le the problems caused 
by capit a li sm, t·he Senderists 
co uld grow. The working 
class and poor of Peru can 
take two paths. One is the 
well worn gueri ll aist cui <:le 
~ac of Sendero Luminoso . 

The other leads to the in
dependent organisation of 
the workers and rural masses 
for the sociali st transform a
t ion of societ y. That must be 
the priorit y for Peru 's labour 
movement . 

Street patrol by state forces in Ayacucho. 

A lucrative business 
THE GOVERNMENT has taken one measure to pay 
off the huge overdraft. It has taken to the export of 
cocaine. Since 1984 the amount of cocaine paste has 
risen 30 per cent. Half the world's supply comes from 
Peru. "People live from cocaine like Venezuelans live 
from oil" admitted an army brigadier. 

The armed forces have allowed the coca bush to 
grow undisturbed. From Lima, banks send their own 
pJanes to the coca-growing areas several times a week 
on "currency transactions". it is a lucrative business, 
maybe adding £1,000 million a year to Peru's revenues. 
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. ftaljt, Philippin.es,. Argentina, Guyana_ 

The year of the 
school strike 
1985 WAS the year of school students' strikes and not just in Britain. 
Dutch school students struck this Autumn, originally as part of the cam
paign against Cruise missiles, though this developed into wider 
agitation . 

In Denmark the massive general strike in the Spring sparked off na
tionwide school strikes over conditions, which demanded the downfall 
of the Tory Schluter government . 

The biggest movement, though was in Italy, as a correspondent 
reports below. 

ON 16 November 200,000 school students from all 
over Italy marched on the streets of Rome, the big
gest ~ver student demonstration in Italian history , big
ger than those of the 1968 students' mo-vement. 

Slogans suc h as " ' 68 
wasn't bad but '86 will be in
credible" "if things don ' t 
change there will be a big 
battle" showed the fighting 
mood of the st udents. On 9 
November there were mass 
demonstrations and strikes 
in more than 180 cities all 
over the co untry, with more 
than 700,000 students tak ing 
part. 

This movement has taken 
the gove rnm ent and all 

By an Italian 
correspondent 

political parties by surprise. 
For years the myth had been 
sustained that today's youth 
are not interested in politics . 
This shows how far remov
ed the political leaders , in
clu ding those of the Com
munist Party, are fro m the 
conditions of youth. 

Three ou t of fo ur of the 

unemployed are under 29 . 
All the contradictions had 
been building up such as 
ever-increasing unemploy
ment and worsening condi
tions in schools. Sooner or 
later there had to be an 
explosion. 

What provoked the move- . 
ment? At the beginn ing of 
the school year th e "li Liceo 
Arti stico" a secondary 
schoo l in Milan found itself 
with the same old problem: 
not enough classrooms for 
their students. This is just 
one of many pmblems: like 
lack of facilities, dangerous 

and unh ygen ic buildings, 
overcrowding in classrooms 
and poor standards of 
teaching. 

The protest quickly spread 
to 35 other schools in Milan , 
as the government had just 
an nounced its new budget 
which plans to make £1 
billion cuts in education. At 
the same time the school 
registration fees (compulsory 
for anyone who stays on 
after the school leaving age 
of I 4) are to go up . Students 
are paying more fo r less.· 

On 16 October in Milan 
there was a demonstration of 
20;00() students. A spon
taneous struggle was spar k
ed off in the whole of Italy. 
The st udents taking part are 

mostly 15, 16 and 17 year 
olds. Although many of thei r 
demands have led them to 
the concluskn that they are 
fighting against this govern
ment , they don ' t as yet see 
the need to link up with the 
labo ur mo ve ment as a 
whole .... although in certain 
cities such as Naples and 
Palermo in the south where 
conditions are much worse, 
st udents have marched with 
the workers. 

The press, and CP and the 
union leaders are all bending 
over backwards to make out 
that this is a "reformist" 
movement bec a u se the 
students are only demanding 
a better school and a job a t 
the end of it , but that is how 
the 1968 movement began . 
Ita lian capitalism can not 
sat isfy any of these 
demands-the accumulated 
pub lic sector deficit is now 
equal to one year 's tota l 
GNP. 

Coalition splits 
T he sllldents see the 

political parties as only betng 
o ut for their own interes ts. 
The Communist Party (PC J) 
(the mass workers' party) 
has done nothing to differen
tiate itself from the other 
parties, indeed it itself pro
poses cuts in public spen 
din g. The leaders of the 
P C I' s youth sect ion (the 

FGCI) have not explained to 
the students that they can't 
solve their problem alone, or 
that they must link up with 
the labour movement to 
bring down the bosses' 
government. 

Instead they have taken up 
the students' ·slogan of 
"non-exploit ation" by the 
political pa rties. They have 
brought out leaflets with no 
FGCI symbol on them
revealing their complete lack 
of faith in th eir own 
organ isat ion. 

The movement has also 
revealed the paralysis of thi s 
supposedl y stable coa lition 
government. All parties have 
attacked one another on the 
question and even the under
sec retary of the Minister of 
Educat ion has criticised the 
cuts (impo sed by the 
Minister). They are both 
fro m the same bosses part y, 
Christ ia n Democracy. In 
fact the Minis ter of Educa
tion has herself cr iticised the 
government! They can't even 
agree on how to cu t tht: 
workers' !iYing standard s! 

The students will learn 
from thi s first experience. 
E,·en though there may be a 
temporary lu ll due to the 
lack of leadership , the pro
blems will not go away. fn 
the future they wi ll reach the 
conclusion that to solve their 
prob lems t hey need to 
ch ange t h is society . 

: · Guyaga's~-~~~:-:\~ · : ., ·_;;, . -
gas .,::·dem_ocracv·· ·- -- ,.~- · The 'innocent' generals 

1 Arge~ina:~l Phitippinf!S THE PEOPLE'S National 
Congress governmen t called 
a snap elrction in Guyana on 
9 December to show the 
world that the electoral cor
ruption associated with the 
late President Forbes Bur
nham was a thing of the 
past. 

Elections in 1968 , 1973 
and 1980 were blatantly rigg
ed. The PNC candidate Des
mond Hoyte, won the 
presidency in 1985, but op
position candidates claim 
widespread malpractices .· 
The army forcibl y holds all 
the ballot boxes and the Peo
ple' s Progressive Party and 
Working Peoples Alliance 
both claim injustice. 

Tear gas was usea on a 
number of occasions and 
ballot boxes went missing. 
"Vote early vote often" was 
allegedly as much a feature 
of these elections as any 
other. Press statements and 
public mee tings were 
restricted. The PI'P got a 
full voting list only on the 
last day. Many opposition 
supporters favourrd boycot
ting thr election. 

The malpractice was ac
cepted hy the Western 
powers when Burnham was 
merely a glove puppet of the 
US, installed to pre-empt a 
more left-wing PPP govern
ment. But when in the '70's 

I he econom ic impasse of 
ca pitalism led Burnham to 
nationalise 90 per cent of the 
economy an<! establish links 
with the Stalinist regimes, 
the capitalist powers grew 
cooler. 

The administration has 
never been in any way 
"socialist" and his regime 
was forced more back into 
capitalist favour, particular
ly through the US and IMF 
holding out the offer of aid 
for Guyana's be1eagured 
economy. 

Like all countries in the 
Caribbean basin, Guyana 
has been hard hit by falling 
prices for commodities such 
as bauxite, sugar and rice on 
the world market. Guyana 
now can. not feed its own 
population. The government 
have put a ban on all food 
imports, adding to the 
malnutrition. 

With foreign debts of over 
US $1.3 billion and servicing 
debt costs eating up half of 
Guyana's export earnings, 
the Hoyte government may 
go to the IMF and allow 
more private investment in 
hauxite. 

Whatever happens is not 
likely to be good news for 
the working class or the poor 
in the rural areas. 

TWO FORMER leaders of Argen
tina's bloody junta, which fell in 
1983 , General J orge Vide! a and 
Admiral Emilio Massera were 
sentenced to life imprisonment but 
General Galtieri and three ·"thers 
were acquitted after human rights 
t rials in December. 

Th t trial clearly shows that , apart 
from punishing a couple of scape
goat~, the Alfonsin government and 
the capitalist class behind it , are not 
prepared to take serious action against 
their own repressive apparatus, their 
own state ;nachine . 

The govemment are in effect con
demning " irregularities" in carrying 
out the law but condoning the military 
coup under which Argentina suffered 
fo r seven years . 

Alfonsin has neither the power nor 
th e will to carry out a thorough purge 
of the reactionary officers, because 
doing so would put in jeopardy th e 
bosses' own class interests and open 
up splits and challenges from many 
right wingers who openly collaborated 
with the junta. 

The goverl'ment hoped the tr ia ls 
would appease public anger. Instead 
they are likely to make more Argenti
nians doubt their ability to achieve 
j ustice in the interests o f the people. 
A strong workers' organisation is 
needed in Argentina, prepared to 
struggle for social ism. 

General Galtieri 
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PhilippiJ)es President Marcos- hand 
picked the judges 

The bosses' message is obvious . If 
workers don't overthrow capitali sm, 
capitalism still has the power to o,·er
throw democracy once more, and 
return to savage repression . 

GENERAL FABIAN Ver has 
been reinstated as armed forces 
chief in the Philippines after a 
court found him and 25 other of
ficers not guilty of involvement in 
the murder of opposition leader 
Benigno Aquino. 

Very few people in the country agree 
with the acquittal by three judges ap
pointed by President Marcos. Nor do 
they believe the officia1 verdict that 
Aquino was killed by a "Communist 
gunman" who acted alone. 

Credibility fears 
• Elections', likely to be rigged, are 

due in February . Aquino's widow 
Corazon Aquino may now stand 
against Marcos. Many capitalists now 
consider Marcos a liability, he is los
ing popularity daily. Others are wor
ried about how they would fare 
without Marcos' massive repressiYe 
apparatus, when the left-wing New 
People' s Army is making gains. 

Cardinal Sin (sic), the Archbishop 
of Manila expressed the worries of the 
Phillippines' ruling class after the ac
quittal verdict: "An historic oppor
tuni!y to restore the credibility of the 
government to satisfy our people's 
aspiration for truth and justice was 
lost''. 
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Welcome to 
Britain 

Awaiting deportation in the 'illegal immigrant' wing of Ashford 
Remand Centre . Photo : Reflex. 

RECENTLY I came through Heath row for a 
short holiday in England and witnessed what was 
for me the most humiliating treatment of 
immigrants. 

I was detained in Ter- By a visitor to England 
minal 3 initially because I 
had a wrong endorsement 
previously from the same 
airport. So, for some 
careless officer's mistake, 
I was detained · until the 
Home Office could verify 
my "story". 

That was only the beginn
ing. My baggage was search
ed down to the last seam, in
cluding tearing open some 
sealed letters I had, which 
were consequently read. 

Not finding anything of 
excitement in the baggage, 1 
was taken to the "detained 
immigrants' room"-a small 
miserable room with only a 
vending machine for the im
migrants' comfort. You have 
to ask for permission to go 
to the toilet. 

There were I 0 or 12 other 
immigrants in the room, 
mostly of Indian origin. Im
migration officers came and 
went through three doors, 
questioning immigrants on 
all kinds of personal matters . 

I had to say why I came to 
England, how I knew the 
friends I had come to visit , 
their physical description 
and God knows what else. 
T))e friends were called and 
asked personal details about 
me. 

While I thought my ordeal 
was rough enough, I was 
more horrified to see 
'England' deporting im
migrants from that room 
li terally by the minute! An 
officer would come with a 
batch of passports and call 
out names for those to go on 
the next plane . 

Deportation 
The best show of airport 

justice came when an officer 
came in with a cEpboard and 
called · one immigrant. The 
young man (Bangladeshi or 
Pakistani) came up and in
dicated that he did not 
understand the language 
well. The officer shouted o ut 
for anyone who could speak 
the young man's language . 

Three men jumped to their 
feet to help. The officer, st ill 
shouting, told them that he 
wanted them to explain to 
the young man that he (of
ficer) wanted him to sign the 

form which said that "he 
wants to be deported". Em
phasis by officer. 

I watched this scene and 
regretted terribly that I could 
not speak the young man's 
language, especially as I wat
ched him sign . the form. 
However, f sat and waited 
for my turn to sign the "I 
want to be deported" form . 
form. · 

Fortunately for them, they 
did not give me that 
pleasure, but instead pro
longed the anxiety by allow
ing me a week in the coun
try while they 'investigated 
my case '; investigations 
which included inquiring 
from my country of origin if 
I had left with intentions of 
going back . 

Assistance 
On my part, having seen 

what happens to detained 
immigrants, I lost faith in all 
those airport officials and, to 
help me, my hosts were forc
ed to appeal to an MP for 
assistance. 

So when I went for 
another day of questioning 
at Heathrow after t.he week 
elapsed, I had at the end of 
the day a normal visitor's 
stamp .. . all for a month's 
holiday in England! 

In the last few days , there 
have been complaints in the 
papers about MPs ir.terven-
ing in immigration cases. 
Judging from what really 
goes on at Heathrow, MP in
tervention probably makes 
o nly a small contribution to 
alleviating the humiliation 
suffered by immigrants to 
this coumry, especially those 
of Indian origin. 

The task of stopping the 
humiliation altogether, of 
making sure that immigrants 
get fair treatment lies not so 
much with the MPs but witf. 
trade unions like the CPSA. 
Only conscious, organisec 
workers can effecti ve ly 
change the conditions fo r 
immigrants at the airport by 
organising ai rpo rt staff and 
expos ing those that still 
entertain this inhuman treat
ment of immigrants. 

An 'utter farce' 
What is most amazing 
about the Liverpool in
quiry is that unsubstan
tiated, anonymous allega
tions can be taken 
seriously when there is no 
opportunity to cross
examine those making the 
outrageous claims. It is an 
utter farce. The Tory 
council I work for would 
never consider such a 

ridiculous and unfair 
manner in conducting a 
disciplinary hearing. But 
the ' inquirers' know full 
well that if they allowed 
cross examination, the · 
shallow evidence produc
ed would be shown up for 
all to see. 

Steve McKenzie 
Bexley NUPE secretary 

S~nd us your views, comments or criticism. Write to Militant, 
3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB 

The Militant letters page has been inun
dated with letters from irate Labour Party 
members and trade unionists, angered by 
the Labour leadership's attacks on Liver
pool. Here are extracts from just a few: 

I am a Militant supporter and 
I resent the fact that people 
like myself are accused of 
harming the Labour Party. 
I work very hard for my 
local branch ... The only 
harm done to our party has 
been by a small group of in
dividuals intent on taking 
over the party by expelling 
those who oppose them. 
They have dragged the par-

When the press, including 
the so-called 'Labour paper' 
the Mirror, go on about 
Derek Hatton's council ex
penses, they conveniently 
forget to tell the public the 
amounts he returns to the 
wider labour movement ... 
Fleet Street dictators like 
Maxwell · imply that it's a 
paradox w be a socialist and 
at the same time own a "nice 
hquse ere". How many 
homes does Maxwell have? 

Bill Buchanan 
. Gedling CLP 

Comrades will have heard 
that Alistair Graham, for the 
time being general secretary 
of the Civil and Public Ser
vices Association, has open
ed up his own witch-hunt of 
Militant supporters in 
CPSA . . . The CPSA Broad 
Left will be running John 
Macreadie for general 
secretary on a ticket of sup
porting and implementing 
conference policies, in
cluding affiliating CPSA to 
the Labour Party, advancing 

ty in and out of the press and 
given the Tories every oppor
tunity to cry 'split'! ... They 
do not talk about policy
merely expulsions. I am all 
for party unity but not by ex
pelling everyone that 
disagrees with Neil 
Kinnock ... 

Mara Dale 
IOW Labour Party 

Neil Kinnock-facing anger of 
Party ranks. 

the membership's interests 
and opposing witch
hunts... CPSA members 
have had enough of Graham 
and the right-wing and the 
campaign is now underway 
for the return of a Broad 
Left National Executive and 
senior full-time officials 
which will be"the best possi: 
ble response to witch-hunters 
whether they be in the 
Labour Party or CPSA. 

Frank Bonner 
CPSA 
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Going to blazes 
THE REPLACEMENT of GLC bodies with 
government q.uangoes has already begun, with 
predictable results . The new Fire and Civil Defence 
Board has already met, and has decided to expand 
the staff of its emergency war planning unit from 
nine to 38 this year. The same time as 310 
firefightefs' jobs will be cut from the London Fire 
Brigade. 

Monumental blunder 
A WHOLE section of parliamentary business was 
put aside recently to discuss ancient monuments, 
with the Tory minister in charge saying that Britain 

NUPE anger at inquiry 

We are shocked at the attitude of NUPE 'leaders' in 
Liverpool who, having refused the rank and file the 
right to vote on whether to strike, now have the gall 
to support the secret investigation into Liverpool 
cl~iming fears of 'intimidation'. Mrs Jane Kennedy of 
Liverpool NUPE has good reason to feel 'afraid'
afraid of the wrath of ordinary NUPE members that 
are fed up with the compromise deals and·sell-outs 
from so-called !efts like herself. It is high time that 
Sawyer, Kennedy and their ilk were fully exposed to 
the rank and file of NUPE and that serious left op
position to Kinnock is built within NUPE. 

NUPE hospital steward 
. London 

Workers in Liverpool show their support for the City Council. 

The Church of England at
tacks the government's 
policies with vigour. During 
the miners' strike, Bishops 
leapt to the defence of the 
miners. If churchmen stood 
for Parliament they would 
probably get more workers!· 
votes than Kinnock. Even 
the bosses ' newspapers are 

I have been on the scraiJhcap 
for the past four years. I 
have been a Labour Party 
member that long, having 
joined because I thought the 
Labour Party stood for the 
working class, the poor and 
the downtrodden . .. It is 
therefore a disgrace that Kin-

Kinnock cannot be helping 
the workers if the Tories are 
praising him for what he is 
doing ... My constituency 
party is expelling three or 
four members. I am suppos
ed to represent one of them 
next week, but as Kinnock 
has told the constituency to 
expel them what chance have 
we of a fa ir hearing? They 
may want to expel me , onl y 

having to bring the Tory 
government's policies into 
sharp focus. Yet Kinnock is 
busy preparing an inquiry in
to the most successfu l and 
fastest growing Labour Par
ty in the country! 

Rick G rogan 
Barking CLP 

nock should squander the 
energy of the party with an 
inquiry into Liverpool when 
we should be launching an 
offensive against the 
Tories- why not enquire in
to .Johnson Matthey? 

Colin Toogood 
Bristol West CLP 

if they do not do it before the 
end of the year they wi ll not 
have a member to expel. I 
will hold up my membership 
until the Labour Party is 
read y to fight for socialism. 

R Maxted 
IOW (Labour Party 
member for 35 years, 
former councillor for 28 
years) · 

has some of the "finest examples". Labour MP for 
Coventry South East Dave Nellist asked: "Is the 
minister aware that we have 20,000 ancient 
monuments in Coventry-1 ,000 of them unfit for 
human habitation, 6,000 without hot and cold 
water, baths, showers or inside toilets, and 14,000 
requiring repairs of over £5,000 to make them fit 
for people to live in?" He did not get a very helpful 
reply. 

Living it up with NUPE 
MEMBERS OF the Nati(lnal Union of Public 
Employees have been angered by the union's 1986 
diary. Already stewards of one London hospital 
branch have refused to hand them out. In the in
formation section there is a whole page of 'Prin
cipal West End Clubs' including details of the 
Athenaeum, the Cavalry and Guards and the ' 
Carlton clubs. There's two pages on air travel, a 
page on hotels-including details for the Hilton
and one for restaurants, including the Cafe Royal. 
Not to mention a vintage wine chart, while 'Events 
for 1986' tells members when the grouse and phea
sant seasons start and finish. It seems that the 
NUPE leadership are becoming so removed that 
they have a very bizarre idea of the lifestyles of their 
low paid members. 
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Howbi business 
THE TAKEOVER of the Daily Telegraph by 
Canadian businessman Conrad Black is yet 
another step towards the concentration of the 
press into the hands of fewer and bigger 
monopolies. The rabid campaign of lies and 
abuse directed against Liverpool City coun

. cillors has once again drawn attention to the 

runs the press __ 
power of the media as a weapon against 
workers in struggle. ANDY BEADLE looks at 
who owns the papers and explodes the myth 
of a 'free press'. 

THE BRITISH press is 
under the tight rein of a 
tiny handful of 
newspaper proprietors, 
whose extensive big 
business links, nationally 
and internationally, dic
tate their pro-capitalist 
policies. 

The newspaper industry, 
much more than others has 
tended not on ly to 
monopolisation but towards 
domination by a single pro
prietor within each 
corporation. 

This has resulted in the 
domination b y just six 
families over sixteen out of 
eighteen national daily and 
Sunday newspapers. 

Five national daily and 
five Sunday papers a re con
trolled by three of these 
monster monpolies. 

Rupert Murdoch 's News 
International runs the Sun , 
the News of the rVorld, the 
Times and the Sunday 
Times. 

Maxwell 

Through his Pergamon 
empire Robert Maxwell 
reigns supreme at the Daily 
Mirror, Sunday Mirror and 
the Sunday People, as well as 
the Scottish papers the Dai
ly Record and Sunday Mail. 

Fleet Holdings, recentl y 
take n over by United 
Newspapers (which 
publishes the Yorkshire 
Post, Punch and several 
region al papers) owns the 
Daily Star, Daily Express 
and Sunday Express. 

These three companies 
control a round 83 per cent of 
Sunday and 75 per cent of 
daily ci rculat ion of national 
newspapers. 

If you include the regional 
press they command over 
two-thirds of th e circulation 
of all daily and Sunday 
papers. 

In regional publishing the 
five leading chains in 1983 
controlled 54 per cent of 
evenin g circu lation and 72 
per cent of regio nal da ilies. 

For local weeklies the 
figure was 29 per cent, but 
previous figures ( 1947: 8 per 
cent ; 1961 : 13 percent; 1976: 
25 per cent) show the trend 

THE 

is markedly upwards. 
In genera l Britain has had 

a high concentration of press 
ownership since the last war. 
The onlv new nation a l 
papers to be established since 
before the First World War 
have been sta.·ted by exist ing 
proprietors. Ir. recent years 
the monopolie~ have been 
mopping up the :; mall fry . 

Between 1969 and 1984 six 
multintional s- Reed, 
Trafalgar Ho use, Lonrho , 
Pergamon , Pearso n a nd 
News lnt ernational·-Lave 
bought up over 200 papers 
with a com bined circu latioP 
of 44 mill ion. 

The newspaper industry, 
and in tl:is respect it is typica l 
of the eco ,~ omy as a whole , 
is not only highl y monopoli s
ed but the tendenc ies a re fo r 
this process to go even 
further. 

Pearson 
Thi s development has 

taken place no t just within 
industries but across them. 
Today the bulk of the British 
press is li nke d in with 
worldwide int e,-e~ts in oil, 
minin g, manufacturing, 
co mmuni cations and 

finance . 
In particular these 

newspaper combines have 
shown a predeliction for 
bu ying into other sectors of 
the media. Every bi g 
newspaper owner now has a 
stake in TV and/ or radio 
companies. 

Take S Pearso n, which 
controls the Financial Times 
and the largest chain of 
weekly papers in the 
country. 

Pearson's other media in
terests include magazines
The Banker and The 
Economist and books
Longmans, Penguin (Bri
ta in' s largest paperback 
!JU bli shers) and Ladybird 
Books (the world 's largest 
ch ildren 's publisher). 

Pearson has a 25 per cent 
stake in Yorkshire Television 
and a leading role in 
Goldcrest f ilm s . Th ey 
operate Fintel, which pro
vides business an<.! financial 
information for the Prestel 
sys tem run by Bt it ish 
Telecom . BPM Holdings, in 
which Pearson have an im
portant stake, is also a ma
jor news pro vider fo r 
Prestel. 

Pearson control s ' leisure' 

);· 'i 
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interests 1n Madame 
Tus sa uds, the London 
Planetarium , Chessington 
Zoo, Warwick Castle and 
Wookey Hole. 

Also, through stakes in in
dustry and commerce, it 
contro ls Lazard Brothers, 
the merchant bank . It con
trols the Doulton tableware 
and glass group and Fairey 
Holdings the engineering 
group which makes nuclear 
and defence equipment. It 
controls London Merchant 
Securities , a leadi ng invest
ment group. 

It a lso has significant 
stakes in the American oil 
company Ash!and and con
trols Blackwell Land Co with 
its extensive interests in fruit 
and nut grow ing in 
California. 

Tycoons 
Viscount Cowdray, direc

tor of Pearson and one of 
the country's richest men has 
a personal wealth amounting 
to millions of pounds in 
shares in Pearson alone and 
i~is incomes both as a direc
tor and a<; a shareholder are 
each well into six figures. 

He is typical of the small 
handful of tycoons who con
trol the national and regional 
press. These people through 
interlocking d irectorships, 
their Oxbridge education, 
clubs, fr iends, contacts and 
social background are in
tegrated into a capitalist class 
whose only interests are their 
own well-being and con
tinued rule . 

D esp ite the ultra-
patrioti sm and even rac ism 
in many papers, their owners 
have built up a network of 
ir.ternational investments. 

Indeed some of these 
multinationals a re foreign
owned. Murdoch's News In
ternational is primaril y 
Australian and the parent 
company of Thompson-a 
big publisher of regional 
newspapers-i s based in 
Canada. 

In the li g,h t of all thi s, 
what is the meaning o f 
"press freedom" ? It is 
whatever th e newspaper 
owners want it to mean . 

No one can explain it bet 
ter than the three big men 
themselves. 

Lord Matthews, former 
owner of Fleet Holdings, ad
mitted: "by and large the 

'editors wil l complete 
freedom, as long as they 
agree with the policy I have 
laid down " . 

Rupert Murdoch, explain
ing his freedom to change 
a nd re-write the News of the 
World explained : " I did not 
come all this way not to 
interfere". 

Freedom 
Finally readers of the Dai

ly Mirror won ' t have failed 
to spot th e 'improvements· 
since Ro bert Maxwell took 
over. Unless , of cou rse they 
a re among the hundreds of 
thousands who no longer 
read the paper since Maxwell 
started his 'sales drive' . 

Maxwell has a lready re
arranged the ed itori al team 
on Mirror Newspapers. 

Now this former.Labour 
MP is trying to use his 
freed om to 'rearrange' the 
jobs and livelihoods of 
thousands of print workers 
after running a smear cam
paign accusing Li verpool Ci
ty Council of dest roying jobs 
and services in a class ic ex
ample of Fleet Street ' big lie ' 
tactics. 

Northern 
Ireland . 

Agreement boosts sectarianism 
repression and no hope for th!' 
future for the Catholic minority. 
Workers in both communities re
main in poverty. 

The Provisional IRA have add
ed to the sectarianism when attacks 
on two police stations were follow
ed up with threats to any building 
contractor which took on the task 
of rebuilding the stations. 

The working class have the 
power to overcome the bigots. 
Almost exactly a decade ago in 
December 1975, strike action by 
workers in D~rry and other towns 
against a spate of sectarian murders 
stemmed the tidt! of four years of 
violence whict. at times approach
ed civil war a!l(i ~ave the chance for 
class unity to re-emt!rge. 

tain; on this basis a socialist united 
Ireland and socialist federation of 
Britain and Ireland co uld be 
achieved. RECENT developments in Nor

thern Ireland pose a serious threat 
to the labour movement 
throughout Ireland and Britain . 

By Roger Shrives 

The Tory Anglo-lrish agree
mt,nl , far from bringing peace has 
brought about a more dangerou s 
polarisation on sectarian lines than 
for around a decade. The misnam
ed 'accord ' does nothing for an y 
worker, north or south , Catholic or 
Protestant. ll has alienated the 
Protestant population in the North 
with fears of eventual absorption 
into a capitalist united Ireland . At 
the same time it offers no end to 

The labour movement has so far 
failed to come up with class alter
native to this sham. In consequence 
sectarianism is likely to grow. Last 
weekend, a fortnight after the 
150,000 strong loyalist rall y in 
Belfast more mass meetings were 
held in small towns. Addressing 
5 ,000 people in Coleraine, Peter 
Robinson, deput y leader oY 
Paisley's 'Democratic Unionist 
Party' called for farmers to leave 
their tractors, factory workers their 
workbenches, housewives their 
hoovering to protest when the. first 
Dublin civil servants arrive in the 
North. The paramilitary thugs of 
the Ulster Volunteer Force are 
openly rer:ruiting. 

Common enemy 
Workers in Northern Ireland, 

from both Protestant and Catholic 
areas face common problems and 
a common enemy, capitalism. The 
bosses' system has failed to provide 
jobs and decent housing for the en
tire population. It was capitalism 
and British imperialism which built 
sectarianism into the monster 
which has already cost the lives of 
thousands and now threatens to 
break the grow ing class unity 
shown in many disputes over the 
past decade. 

Yet many of today's leaders of 
the workers' movement in . the 
No rth have made a virtue out of 
silence over the accord. Other 
labour movement organisations in 
Britain and Ireland have accepted 
the deal. 
· Neither capitalist unification nor 
a capitalist Northern Ireland offers 
a future for workers or yout h. TI:te 
unions must achieve working class 
unity and fight for the overthrow 
of capitalism in Ireland and Bri-

Class alternative 
Even at this hour, an initiative by 

the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions, with a socialist alternative 
to the Tory deal , circulated to the 
unions, followed by a conference 
to discuss and adopt the alter
native, could build a movement to 
counter the bigots. Workers can 
still be united around their com
mon interests if there is a serious 
fight for a better life for all 
workers. The labour movement in 
Britain and South"rn Ireland must 
give their backing to a class alter
native. For workers' unity and 
socialism! 
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Social 
workers 
P.illoried 
for crimes 
~P.italism 
commits 
THE INQUIRY into the 
murder of Jasmine 
Beckford has highlighted 
the human suffering 
which lies behind cold 
statistics of social 
deprivation and public ex
penditure cuts. 

The report severely 
criticises the supervision of 
this case by the social 
workers involved, and it can
not be denied that th ere was 
a scandalous failure to 
discover the extent of 
Jasmine's suffering and to 
take action to save her. But 
the report went much further 
than this, pointing in par
ticular to the problems of 
staff shortages, inadequate 
lines of supervision and 
flaws in professional 
practice. 

The immediate response 
of Brent council was sum
marily to dismiss three 
relatively junior staff involv
ed in the case. NALGO 
members in Brent Social Ser
vices were incensed at this, 
seeing it as a way of using 
fellow trade unionists as 
'scapegoats'. Relatively jun
ior staff were being made to 
carry the can for problems 
not of their own making. 

Under-staffed 
Social workers' training , 

particularly in child abuse, is 
inadequate. Statistics reveal 
that Brent , an area 
acknowledged to have acute 
social problems, has only 
four-fifths the number of 
social workers it needs. The 
office concerned in the 
Jasmine Beckford case was 
supposed to have four senior 
social workers but most of 
the time during the manage
ment of the case, only one 
worker was in post. 

When the senio r social 
worker involved went on 
maternit y leave, the request 
for a locum replacement was 
turned down. Labour coun
cillors were responsible for 
this decision and the same 
councillors have been promi
nent in calling for 'resol ute 
action' against the staff con
cerned with Jasmine's case. 

But it is the employers' 
responsibility to ensure that 
•employees work effectively 
and the blame should rest 
with them and with all who 
condone public expenditure 
restraint. 

Since this tragedy, the 
council's child abuse pro
cedures have been changed. 
The old procedures were not 
set up by the staff who have 
been sacked and the 
employers must not be 
allowed to get way with their 
actions which by-pass agreed 
disciplinary procedures in 
order to placate the media 
and hide the underlying 
social causes of the tragedy . . 

By Paul Kershaw 
(Brent NALGO) 

Addenbrookes hospital 
stitch up? . 
STRIKING DOMESTICS at 
Addenbrooks Hospital, Cam
bridge, are angry at what they 
call a 'stitch-up job' organised 
by the hospital management 
and their own unions. 

By Robin Pye 
(Cambridge LPYS) 

At a meeting on 3 December a deal 
proposed by union officials from 
NUPE and COHSE was unanimous
ly rejected by the strikers who gave the 
officials a hot reception. 

After the meeting the st rike commit
tee chair, Sylvia Burtqn, said that the 
strike would contintte even if it was 
declared unofficial by the unions . 

Striking porter Graham Heneghan 
said: " When we have seen a national 
official it is to tell us that such and 
such a hospit l has settled with the im
plication that we should too". The 
strikers have learnt to treat these ut
terings wit h suspicion. Rumours that 
the strj.l<e is over are somtimes 
traceable to NUPE officials. 

They even reached the TUC educa
tion c~ntre in London , and at NUPE 
offices in Doncaster officials are 
reported to have confiscated posters 
and leaflets advert ising a meeting for 
the strikers under the pretence that the 
strike was over. 

Addenbrookes' strikers recall that 
striking domestics at Barking Hospital 
faced similar rumours and lies last 
year. 

These rumours have been countered 
by intensive speaking tours around the 

local labour movement which have 
brought in fresh support, both in cash 
and on the picket line . 

The true picture of the Adden
brookes strike is reported in the Mili
tant and to the rest of the health ser
vice unions via the National Action 
Committee which exists as a pressure 
group within the unions to campaign 
for an organised and co-ordinated na
tional campaign against privatisation. 

The NAC produces a bulletin call
ed Action News which provides an up
date on privatisation disputes that 
have not ended and will not go away. 

The union officials' attempts at en
ding the strike go beyond rumour
mongering, however. A resolution in
structing the Southern and Eastern 
Divisional Council of NUPE to buy a 

Irish electricity 
THE LONGEST strike in 
the history of the Irish 
Electricity Board (ESB) 
continues in Cork. The 
strike is in defence of 
written agreements made 
in the early seventies with 
the A TGWU. (A TGWU 
Ireland is region 11 of the 
TGWU). 

The ESB projected 8 per 
cent annual growth in elec
tricity demand and borro ll·
ed huge sums to finance the 
building of power stations 
and made agreements with 
the unions to maintain in
dustrial peace. 

The international 

time official refused to sanc
tion the strike despite serving 
strike notice in May on ex
actly the same issue. 

The elected executive of 
the branch ( 11 / 61 T &G) 
voted to support the strike 
and the senior official in the 
republic, Matt Merrigan , 
supported th e strike and ap
plied for official sanction. It 
is unprecedented that with 
this support the strike is still 
'unofficial ' . 

The Regional Secretary, 
John Freeman refuses of
ficial sanction " in the past or 
future tense'' beca use of the 
''circumstances surrounding 
this dispute '. 

minibus for the strike committee was 
carried unanimously by the floor at 
Divisional Conference in October 
against the wishes of the platform . 
Yet, no steps have been taken to buy 
the minibus. 

£500 in NUPE co ntribut ions to the 
Addenbrookes strikers' hardship fund 
has been mysteriously held up "in the 
system''. 

Management threats 
Thus the meeting to an nounce the 

"stitch-up" came as no surprise when 
strikers found out about it via the 
management! The meeting was refe'r
red to in letters to those porters out in 
sympathy wit h the domestics, which 
carried thinly vei led threats to sack 

This outrageous Irish Electrir.ity Board pickets . 

them if they did not return to work . 
That threat has since been carried 

out in one case. It is here that strik ers 
suspect management-union collabora
tion against them. The deal as it stood 
did little more than offer stri kers the 
possibility of jobs elsewhere. 

NUPE and COHSE are considered 
left-wing unions. Something is very 
wro ng when members of these unions 
in a dispute shou ld become so 
disgusted with the leaders and have to 
face such underhand tactics from full
time officials. 

What is needed is a leadership 
prepared to lead . It shows once again 
the need for rank and file organisation 
like the National Action Commi ttee 
and the building of Broad Lefts in the 
unions. 

.. 
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capitalist recession has 
meant that the projected 
growth in electricity demand 
has not materialised-but 
the banks still want their in
terest. Debts are now £1,034 
million and repaymems 
£400,000 per day . 

behaviour is an affront to all 
the democratic proceedures 
of the T&G. It seems that the 
'credibility' of a full time of
ficia l in the eyes of manage
ment is more important to 
the union bureaucracy than 
the defence of members ' 
jobs and conditions. 

Pattern to carpet strikes 
So management have 

decided that the workers will 
pay . 'Consultants' have 
been brought in and two 
reports on 'overmanning' 
show that 30 per cent of the 
12,000 workers could be got 
rid of. 

In Cork the management 
have been trying to railroad 
changes in working condi
tions and manning levels 
without negotiations, which 
would lead directly to job 
losses . In August workers 
downed tools after 42 men 
were taken off the payroll in 
one week for refusing to 
work in breach of contracts. 

Incredibly the union full-

Four months on and the 
workers are still determined, 
though facing increasing 
hardship. A women's sup
port group has been set up to 
collect food and money. 

T&G members are urged 
to demand that the union 
put its considerable resources 
behind the Cork members' 
struggle to protect their con
ditions and their jobs. 

Messages of support: 
ESB! A TGWU Strike Commit
tee, 59 McCurtain SI, Cork. Tel 
Cork 508888. 

FROM 1979 as a result of monetarist 
policies, foreign competition and 
underinvestment in the carpet industry, Kid
derminster, not for the first time, has suf
fered with mergers, factory closures and a 
steep increase in unemployment. 

However, after retooling there are now 
signs of a trade recovery and increase in 
working class confidence. In the past three 
months two strikes have taken place in the 
industry. 

Currently, practically the entire workforce 
of Woodward Grosvenor carpets are on an 
indefinite strike. 

The issue which has precipitated it is the 
demand that the storemen, currently paid 
£88 for a 39 Yz hour week, should receive a 
further £17 per week to bring them into line 
with shop floor labourers. 

The union conducted a workplace ballot 
and received a 75 per cent vote for a strike. 
That workers should come out on strike a 
few weeks before Christmas speaks volumes 
for the level of discontent within that fac
tory. The dispute is official. 

Pickets were organised and the strike has 
been solid. On the 5 December management 
predictably issued warning letters threaten
ing closure and redundancy. 

Consequently on Monday 9 December, ex
pected some members to be worried, a mass 
picket was organised. 

In order not to aggravate the Hereford and 
Worcester Constabularly unn~cessarily, six 
pickets were outside the entrance, but 30 
were on the other side of the road. In the 
event nobody went in. 

By Mike Waldheim 



Fleet Street crisis ... 

Murdoch talks end -
prep for action 
FLEET STREET confrontation over Rupert 
Murdoch's plans to publish a new London 
evening paper in mid-March without union 
agreement looks imminent. 

It is also likely that Mur
doch will try to move the 
printing of other News Inter
national titles out of Fleet 
Street to the new plant at 
Wapping in the London 
borough of Tower Hamlets . 

It is reported that the com
pany TNT, which is tied up 
with News International, has 
brought a fleet of vans in 
preparation for a non-union 
distribution operation . 

The print unions have re
jected a draconian agree
ment which Murdoch has 
tried to impose . 

It would be a legally bin
ding commitment by the 

. union and its members not 
to: " instigate, promote, 
sponsor, engage in , finance 
or condone, any strike or 
other industrial action for 
any reason whatsoever." 

Embodied in the agree- · 
ment is acceptance that : "All 
employees who take part in 
strike or other industrial ac
tion will be subject to im
mediate dismissal." 

The agreement also 
specifies that there will be no 
closed shop, no "discrimina
tion" against non-union 
members, complete flexibili
ty in working practices and 
no minimum staffing 
agreements. 

Acceptance of these con
ditions would mean accep
tance of a death sentence by 
the print unions. 

Significantly, however, 
EETPU general secretary 
Eric Hammond looks willing 
to help Murdoch out: "We 
find no objection to legally 
binding strike free 

agreements, in particular in 
the newspaper industry ... " 

SOGAT '82 have written 
to Murdoch asking him to 
guarantee their members' 
jobs in News International 
are safe and that transfers to 
the new plant in W«pping 
would not involve com
pulsory redundancies or the 
·destruction of existing 
agreements. 

SOGAT vote 
If Murdoch refuses, ac

cording to national official 
Bill Miles, the union will 
ballot its members in News 
International for industrial 
action . 

Despite past dis-
agreements on News Inter
national negotiations the 
print unions must come 
together in a united stand. 

Action must also be 
demanded from the TUC, 
both for solidarity and for 

action against the EETPU if 
they agree a single union deal 
with Murdoch . 
* No selling of jobs 
* United union approach 
* Mass meetings through
out the industry, prepare for . 
action 
* Rank and file pressure on 
all print union leaders to 
resist blackmail or divisive 
tactics by the bosses. Stand 
firm! 
* Resist legal blackmail 
* Appeal to the TUC to 
honour section five of the 
Wembley agreement-for 

~" solidarity action in defence 
of any union under attack 
*National blacking of the 
companies of any Fleet 
Street proprietor breaking 
agreements with the unions 
*Prepare for immediate 
one-day national print strike 
and mass picketing to shut 
down any plant to which a 
Fleet Street title is moved 
without union agreement. 

Silentnight' s striking Christmas 
THE MANAGEMENT 
of Silentnight Beds in 
Lancashire, where union 
members have been on 
strike for nearly seven 
months, ended 1985 with 
the joke of the year, an
nouncing that they had 
made a no-strike deal 
with the scab workforce. 

By Linden Stafford 
(Skipton Labour Party ) 

The Silentnight scabs
who include former workers 
a.s well as people recently 
recruited to replace 500 sack
ed strik ers-have so far not 
been remarkable for their en
thusiasm for striking. 
However, management have 
agreed to pay an across-the
board wage rise, in return 
for a pledge not to go on 
strike for two years! 

This is a crude attempt to 
persuade investors that 
Silentnight's production is 
abo ut to be healthy again, 
despite the fact that the of
ficial strike at the factories in 
Barnoldswick , Lancashire, 
and Sutton, West Yorkshire, 
is sti ll causing blacking of 
raw materials and products, 
and union drivers are still 
refusing to cross picket lines. 

The pay rise will be offset 
by manageme nt 's other 
plans. Their next move will 
be to re-time the jobs and 
force workers to do even 
more jobs per shift than at 

Strikers Tommy Pratt, Gerry Cumiskey, Paul Rogan, Baby John Robert Cumiskey joins the 
class war early. Photo: Phi/ McHugh 

present, so that they will lose 
out on bonus payments . 
Already they have had to 
work overtime, to push up 
production levels . 

Even before the strike, the 
Silentnight factories were 
sweatshops, where every 
time workers increased pro
duction , jobs were re-timed 
so that even more work had 
to be done to earn the pit
tance that was paid. This 
time there is no union inside 
the factories to fight back 
against management's tricks. 

The company's other 
main weapon will be the 
wage cuts they will force in 
1987, with what is described 
as 'a formula linked to 
changes in the retail price 

ISSUE NO 3 of Pitwatch an 
independent magazine pro
duced by supporters of the 
miners' strike has just been 
published. 

lt includes articles con
taining new information on: 
The working miners and 
their Tory backers by Pau I 
Foot; The social costs of 
the new NCB Plan for coal 

. by Andrew Glyn; Coal and 
the international energy 
markets by Huw Beynon; 
Rebuilding the Notts NUM ; 
Continuing hardship in min-

index'. 
Even some members of 

management are finding 
chairman Tom Clarke's 
methods intolerable. In the 
course of one week in 
December, two managers, 
one from production and the 
other in time and motion , 
handed i!1 their notice. 

Prospective customers
particularly during the 
January sales-may wish to 
give some thought to the 
quality of Silentnight pro
ducts and the speed of 
deliveries, in view of the lack 
of sk illed production 
workers and other problems 
in the factories. 

Beds produced by the 
Silentnight group incl ude 

ing. families; Plus regular 
features: Manager of the 
Month (Robert Haslam), 
Around the Coalfields (in
cluding revelations ab'lut a 
major new coal seam 
discovered in Kent, NCB 
undermines the new review 
proceedure at St Johns, 
breaking through to a new 
face at Polmaise. 

Pitwatch is available at 
25p plus 15p post and pack
ing, post free over 5 copies, 
from World Socialist Books, 
3-1 3 Hepscott Rd, London E9 
5HB. 

Perfecta, Sealy Sieep, Lay
E-Zee, Hackney, Sleepy 
Lagoon and Restmaster, as 
well as Silentnight. 
Upholstery and other pro
ducts include the names 
Buoyant, Contessa, Welbeck 
House, Silentnight Cabinets 
and Silentnight Kitchens. 

With the help of their 
many supporters in the 
labour movement , st rikers 
we re able to enjoy 
Christmas, with donations 
of food parcels, toys, and so 
on . However, with a new 
year beginning, it is vital that 
Silentnight strikers are 
assured of cont inued 
assistance. 

The Furniture, Timber 
and All ied Trades Union 
(FT AT) is ask ing other 
unions, factories, 
workplaces, Labour Parties 
and su ppor t groups to 
'adopt a family' by taking 
over some of the respon
sibili ty of supplying food, 
clothing and financial help 
with bills, etc. . 

Details can be obtained from 
Dennis and Florence Williams, 
41 Lower West A venue, Bar
no!dswick, Co!ne, Lancashire, 
BB5 6DW (tel: 0282-814556) . 
Donarions to FTA T No. 92 
Branch Strike Fund, c! o Ann 
King , 10 Rainhi/1 Crescent, Bar
noldswick, Colne, Lancashire. 
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Ford pay ballot 
decisive for jobs 

FORD HOURLY-PAID 
workers will be ballotted on 
13 January for industrial ac
tion over the company's pay 
offer. It is a two year deal of 
3 per cent on basic rates in 
the first year tied up with 
productivity and flexibility 
strings. 

By a -Ford vvorker 

A secret ballot will take 
place following mass 
meetings. They will be con
ducted by the individ ual 
unions and the result be 
decided by an overall ag
gregate of all votes. 

The ballot form will state 
that strike action would be a 
breach of contract. The 
EETPU will hold a postal 
ballot. 

The unions' joint 
negotiating committee will 
decide the form action takes 
if there is a vote for rejection 
of the 'final' offer. 

In many ways this is the 
most important wage deal 
for twenty years. 

If the offer is accepted it 
will mean a massive change 
in work practices which have 
been built up over decades. 
They would prepare massive 
job losses in the future. 

The offer hits skilled 
workers doubly hard. The 
company propo se an 
amalgamation of sk ill s 

leading in their words to art 
''Electrical Maintainance 
man". It would break down 
the barriers which have pro
tected skills and jobs. 

They will be expected to 
take on some of the super
visors' responsiblities, 
operate the Maintenance 
Communication System, 
carry out line patrol and be 
prepared to move anywhere, 

The stewards have pointed 
out that they are not against 
change in principle but this 
is a recipe · for industrial 
anarchy . And the offer of 
40Jo for acceptance of the 
changes is an insult. 

In an attempt to split the 
work force the company have 
offered an extra 20Jo increase 
to line workers in the form 
of special allowances. 

Under the new deal 
workers would have to sign 
a new contract of employ
ment which would open 
anyone refusing to carry out 
new functions to immediate 
disciplinary action. Workers' 
rights under the grievance 
procedure would be 
undermined. 

All Ford workers must 
unite in rejection of the com
pany's divide and rule tac
tics. The joint negotiating 
committee should be cam
paigning for rejection of the 
offer and strike action if 
need be. 

FORGEMASTERS 
THE SHEFFIELD 
Forgemasters Steel strike is 
now eleven weeks old , the 
mood is determined, support 
has grown. 

Management have now 
issued all strikers with 
dismissal notices: "A great 
Christmas present", as one 
picket said. 

Fellow workers at the 
firm's River Don site are 
preparing to take solidarity 
action after the holidays. 

Talks have been a 
charade- witlt management 
refusing to talk to stewards. 

They are now threatening 
closure or to hire new 
workers or trying to entice 

strikers back to work by of
fering to reemploy them with 
new conditions, 

But the steelworkers are 
confident they can hold the 
line and that whatever the 
lan . McGregor of private 
steel, Phillip Wright , tries, 
he cannot browbeat or bully 
them into submission. 

The key now lies in stepp
ing up the action and in
creased support from the rest 
of the movement. 

Messages of support/donations 
to Forgemasters Dispute Fund, 
Dispute Centre, AUEW House, 
Fumival Gate, Sheffield 51 3HE. 

By A!an Anderton 
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Liverpool Fighting Fund launched by the 
Councii :Labour Group. Send donations 
to: Councillor Tony Hood, Chairman!s 
room, room 42, Muncipal Buildings, Dale 
Street _l.iverpool l69 2DH. 

Liverpool Council by-election " 

ote 
omes 

LABOUR IS out to win in Liverpool's Old Swan 
council by-election. 

The Labour council is confident that its record 
on housing and protecting jobs and services will 
win the support of voters. 

The Labour candidate, 
county councillor, Ann 
Hollinshead, has worked 
with the city council team 
in Old Swan and knows 
the everyday problems in 
the area. 

The city councillors , she 
says, decided that enough 
was enough and pledged to 
build new houses, dt;fend 
and improve services and not 
make any cuts. The previous 
Liberal administration was a 

. disaster, with cuts in every 
service, and no houses built 
for almost five years . . 

Surcharge 
The 48 Labour councillors 

now face surcharge because 
they stood by their promises. 
They have put their 
livelihoods on the line even 
though many have families 
to support. 

Anne Hollinshead says: 
"I feel privileged that I 
have been asked to stand for 
the city council and to stand 
alongside my colleages.'' 

For standing up aga inst 
the Tories the Labour coun
cil has suffered a continuous 
campaign of attacks from 
the press , radio and TV, egg
ed on by Tories and Liberals. 

The City councillors have 
made a st~nd that the rest of 
the country should follow. 
That is wh y the inquiry into . 
Liverpool Labour Party, and 
its suspension is completely 
unwarranted. These actions 

By Mary Jennings 
(Liverpool District Labour 

Party)_ 

only hinder the campaign. 
The fight must go on not on
ly to get Labour re-elected in 
Old Swan but to maintain 
and improve the services for 
the people of Liverpool. 

It is the Tory government 
who should really be on trial. 
They want to run this city 
250 miles away without car
ing for its problems. They 
are wi lling to use £200 
million worth of North Sea 
oil to pay for unemployment 
instead of investing it in 
places like Li verpoo l. 

The Tories, the Liberals 
and the press all share the 
same interests-to look after 
their own and the system 
they support . They want the 
people of Liverpool and 
elsewhere to pay for the 
crisis that they have created. 

But the Liverpooi Labour 
Party, and the Labour coun
cil will not lay down to be 
trampled on. We wi ll stand 
up and continut> to fight for 
the people of Li verpool. 

• Li verpool Council 
Labour Group has launched 
an urgent appeal for funds to 
defend the 48 counci llors 
threatened with surcharge 
£100,000 is needed by 13 
January to defend the coun
cillors in court. (Details top 
right corner above) 

MILITANT CHILDREN'S PARTY: Saturday, 4 January 
1986, 2.30pm to 6pm, John Marsha l! Ha ll, Blackfriars 
Road , London SE1. Any ages welcome. Ring Marie Walsh 
on (01 ) 767-6061 to let us know who's coming. If possi
ble please bring £1 for each child. 

There will be a social afterwards at the same hall. Make 
a note in your new diary and come along. Bring your own 
drink an9 .we'll provide the l'ood and entertainment. 

Since Labour was elected in 1983 Liverpool City council has: 
* Stopped a three per cent cut in the council 

workforce, saving 1,000 jobs. 

* Created an extra 1 ,000 jobs in day-care 
facilities, nurseries, etc. lt has taken on a 
further 1 00 YTS trainees, topping up their 
wages to £52 a week with proper training 
and a guaranteed job at the end of their 
scheme. 

* Plans a £1 00 a week minimum wage and 
a 35-hour week for all council employees. 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
that 550 more troops are to 
be sent to Northern Ireland 
and the arrest of 18 members 
of Sinn Fein at the weekend 

. are attempts by the British 
goHrnment to demonstrate 
that they are still prepared to 
'crack down' on 'terrorism ' . 

But gestures like these will 
not convince Protestant 
Loyalists that their opposi
tion to the Anglo·Irish agree
ment is unfounded. 

Neither move represents 
anything new. The numbers 
of troops in Northern 
Ireland is frequently chang
ed. That this increase has 
been announced shows that 

it is merely a publicity exer· 
cise designed to appease the 
Loyalists. Similarly the Sinn 
F ein arrests are typical of the 
kind of harassment which 
the Catholic population suf
fer day in day out. Only one 
of those arrested has been 
charged , and that with the 
ridiculous 'offence' of being 
in possession of an illumina
tion flare. There is little con
fidence from Catholics that 
the agreement will change 
anything. 

This has been highlighted 
by the hunger strike by 27 
members of the terrorist 
group the Irish National 
Liberation Army in support 

* Started building 2,369 new municipal 
homes. 

* Committed £51 million in grants to home 
·owners, £ 12 .7 million improvement funds 
for Housing Associations and Co-operatives 
and £3.6 million to improve the environ
ment of Housing Association areas. 

* Six new nursery class projects are being 
built. 

* Built four new sports centres. 

of their demand for the end 
of the use of 'supergrasses' 
and the dropping of all 
charges and convictions bas
ed on their evidence. 

Supergrasses 

This has already forced 
the British government to 
hold a further unscheduled 
meeting with the Southern 
Irish Foreign Minister. The 
Irish government is on 
record as being opposed to 
'supergrasses' and there is 
massive opposition to their 
use within the South . If the 
hunger strikes are kept up, it 

will force the Fitzgerald 
gO\ernment into a corner. If 
the prisoners starve to death , 
it would be impossible for 
the Southern government to 
keep to the agreement. 

For Catholic and Protes
tant workers alike, the new 
year offers a grim prospect 
of rising sectarian tension , 
and worse army and police 
repression, which the Anglo
Irish agreement has done 
nothing to stem , but has on
h made more serious. 
- (See also article on Page 
13.) 

By Pat Craven 
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