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TRADE UNIONISTS in Northern Ireland struck 
a blow against sectarianism after the DHSS of
fice in Lisburn received a phone call from the 
Ulster Freedom Fighters (alleged to be a front for 
the para-military Ulster Defence Association), 
demanding that all Catholic workers leave the of
fice and do not return. 

The staff held a meeting 
and agreed unanimously to 
walk out and to stay out un
til this threat was withdrawn. 
Housing Executive workers 
in Lisburn also walked out 
after a similar threat. 

Staff at other DHSS of
fices then came out in 
solidarity with their 
members in Lisburn. 4,000 
out of the 5,500 members of 
the NI Public Service 
Alliance (NIPSA) in the 
DHSS were involved. At 
most offices there was not 
even any discussion, just a 
spontaneous walk-out, 
usually unanimous . 

In Lisburn there has been 
massive intimidation of 
workers on building sites and 
in offices and factories and 
over 100 families have been 
forced to move house. In the 
past when threats have been 
made, the DHSS have of-

fered transfers to those 
threatened. But these civil 
servants, Protestant and 
Catholic, the majority on 
less than £80 a week, refus
ed to agree to transfers. The 
Protestant workers were say
ing they did not wish to work 
in segregated offices . 

Inspiration 
On Friday, the Lisburn 

workers voted to return to 
work on Tuesday provided 
that no further threats were 
received. None were, but the 
branch will review the situa
tion if there are more 
threats . Several NIPSA 
branches have now called for 
the NI Committee of the 
Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions to organise a cam
paign against sectarian in
timidation, by industrial ac
tion if necessary. 

Labour and Trade Union Group 
Public Meeting 

Wednesday 3 September 7 .30pm 
Heards Hotel 

143-145 Kings Road, Brighton Sea Front 
Speakers from the Northern Ireland 

Labour and Trade Union Group 
On seafront, turn right outside 

conference centre and 1-50 yards after 
the Metropole. 
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NIPSA members demonstrate 

This stand by civil ser
vants, at a time of bitter sec
tarian tension, is an inspira
tion to the whole trade union 
movement. It proves that a 
united workforce can begin 
to turn the tide against the 
bigots. Elsewhere in Nor
thern Ireland, the situation 
remains ominous. 

On 9 August there was 
widespread rioting, bomb
ings and shootings in 
Catholic areas. Petrol bombs 
were thrown and rioting 
took place in the Falls Road 
and Ardoyne areas of 
BelfaSt. In the Bogside in 
Derry shots were also being 
fired at the army. Plastic 
bullet s were fired, one of 
which went through the win
dow of a house. Following 
the shooting incidents, the 
whole area was sealed off by 
the army from 3am until 8 or 
9am. Those going to work 
on the Saturday morning 

Continued on page 2 

Print workers will be looking to the TUC to mobilise action in their fight with Murdoch. 

TUC-mobilise f.9r. ~abour victory 
THE TRADES Union Congress in 
Brighton could well be the last before 
the general election. If the TUC and the 
Labour Party can unite around a pro
gramme which wiU convince working
class voters that a Labour victory really 
will change their lives for the better, 
Thatcher's calamitous years in power 
can be brought to an end. 

Jobs and low pay are the key issues. When 
an advert appeared in the Newcastle Even
ing Chronicle for 16 engineering and con
struction jobs in Germany, no less that 1500 
applied. They were not lured by the attrac
tions of Auf Wiedersehen Pet but driven by 
despair; three quarters of them were 
unemployed. 

Unemployment is being used to blackmail 
workers into accepting lower wages. 16 
million now live below the official poverty 
line. Yet Britain's 20,000 millionaires own 
more wealth than the poorest half of the 
country put together. 

The Tories and the bosses bemoan the 
'high level' of wage increases. They do not 
mention that while workers' wages are ris
ing by 7 per cent, directors' salaries have be
ing going up by 18.4 per cent, topped by a 
70 per cent rise for Lord Hanson. 

The TUC must speak for that poorer half 
of society, and many more who work for a 
living. If the TUC and the Labour Party 
could offer the prospect of secure employ-

ment and a decent standard of living to these 
millions, Labour would sweep to power. This 
requires a programme of: * A 35 hour week with no loss of pay, 
to create jobs and share out the benefits of 
new technology; 

* A crash programme of urgently need
ed public works; 

* A guaranteed minimum wage of £120 
a week; 

* The public ownership of the 
millionaires' monopolies, under workers' 
control and management, with compensation 
only in cases of need. 

* A socialist plan of production, 
democratically drawn up, to reinvest in in
dustry and to use the wealth created by the 
workers for raising living standards and im
proving social services. 

The demand for a minimum wage does not 
mean support for an 'incomes policy' which 
seeks to hold down increases for other 
workers. Union freedom to negotiate the best 
deal possible for their members is essential 
to ensure that the minimum wage was paid 
and that the level is raised in line with rising 
prices and profits. 

This socialist programme and not the 'new 
realism' that accepts that no fundamental 
change is possible, is the way forward for the 
TUC and the Labour Party, if victory is to 
be assured and a future offered to the next 
generation. (See also pages 2, 8, 9 and 13). 
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:-:· Union democracy 
.•.• not legal chains 
.. 

DESPITE THE TUC leaders' compromise formula on 
trade union ballots, the controversy surrounding the issue 
will continue. No carefully ambiguous form of words can 
disguise the issue of principle which is at stake. 

Proposals agreed between the leaders of the Labour 
Party and TUC would commit the next Labour govern
ment to "lay down statutory principles for inclusion in 
union rule books based on the right for union members .. 
to have a secret ballot on decisions relating to strikes." .. 

The TUC leaders' formula to go before congress en
dorses this policy of ballots before all strikes. Neil Kin
nock has thus drawn the TUC leaders behind a policy 
which would leave trade unionists open to legal sanctions 
after taking strike action in defence of their jobs and con
ditions. A court in all but name "presided over by a legally 
qualified person" would have the power to issue instruc
tions to unions in response to complaints by individual 
members that the union was not complying with its rules . 
Thus, a single management stooge could prevent strike 
action being taken in response to a shop steward being 
sacked, even if the rest of the work force were willing and 
eager to walk out there and then. 

Under the pressure of the trade union movement, Kin
nock has been forced to pledge to repeal the Tory govern
ment 's anti-union laws. But under the counter pressure 
of big business, as articulated in the press, he has insisted 
that legally enforceable ballots must remain . 

Kinnock and Co argue however that ballots are 
'popular with the voters' and that failure to include pro
vision for them in Labour's programme would harm the 
party's chances. To a large extent this 'popularity' reflects 
the bogus 'public opinion' cultivated by the mass media, 
with their daily diet of anti-union propaganda. To use 
this criterion as a basis for formulating Labour Party 
poiicy is a recipe for capitulating to the Tories at every 
major issue. It is the duty of a Labour leadership to ex
plain the tr uth about such laws and defend the principle 
of trade union freedom from legal sanctions. 

lt is not enough, however, for left trade union leaders 
simply to deplore government interference and defend 
their unions' traditional practices. For Kinnock could not 
get away with the argument about the ' popularity' of his 
proposals were it not for the fact that many workers have 
been genuinely concerned at the lack of democracy and 
membership involvement in some trade unions . They 
share the criticism expressed by Militant of union full
time officials who are elected or appointed for life on 
salaries closer to those of the management than the shop
floor and who are remote from the day-to-day problems 
of the workers they are paid to represent. 

In no way, however, can the law and the state be used 
to put right these abuses. As the experience of such laws 
under both the Heath and Thatcher governments has pro
ved, the law invariably comes down in favour of the 
employers. The legal and civil service establishment which 

. . operate the laws all share the same wealthy background 
and the same hostility to organised labour; the whole 
system is geared to maintaining society as it is with all 

·.·.. its privileges and inequalities . 
The fight for trade union democracy can only be won ·:. 

by the rank and file themselves, within the unions, by 
campaigning on the shop-floor and in the branches for 
the programme advocated by Militant supporters. This 

·:. calls for the election of all union officials , with the right 
of recall over them, for officials to be paid no more than 
the average wage of a skilled worker, for full consulta
tion with all the members involved before any action is .. 
taken. This means a vote either in a ballot or on a show 

. . of hands, but after a meeting at or near the work place ·:. 

. . where all the issues can be explained and debated, not :: 
a postal ballot where the members can only read the · · 

· · bosses' argument in the pages of the press. . . 
· · By adopting this programme, union activists can cut 
:: the ground from under the feet of Kinnock and Willis, 

by demonstrating to workers as a whole that trade unions 
under the control of their members, far from being a 
threat to democracy, are the greatest bastion in defence 

. . of democratic rights. In the 150 years during which trade 
:: unions have been fighting to free themselves from legal 
·. restrictions, they have always been at the forefront of 

every other fight for greater democracy. 
After seven years of Tory government which has tried 

to drag unions back to the legal status they endured in 
the last century, it is understandable that there is now 

· · a longing to see Labour back in office. But if Labour wins 
. . only to re-impose some of the legal shackles the workers 

have been fighting to shake off, the battles will have to 
.·.· be fought again to secure a genuinely independent and 
:: democratic movement to defend workers' rights. 

.. 
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Loyalists in Dundalk shelter from missiles after bigot Peter Robinson appeared in court. 

Continued from page 1 

were forced to run a gauntlet of sear
ches and army checkpoints. 

At the Shorts aircraft factory in 
East Belfast, a number of Catholics 
had their clocking on cards taken and 
ripped up by Protestant biggots. Then 
posters warning named ·catholic 
workers to get out went up in the fac
tory and a Protestant shop steward 
who, despite threats, attended the re
cent Irish Congress of Trade Unions 
(ICTU) conference then found a dead 
rat in his locker at work. 

Growing numbers of trade unionists 
are beginning to see the need to 
organise their own defence from sec
tarian attack, as can be seen from the 

. 
motions passed recently at meetings or 
the North and West Belfast Joint Shop 
Stewards Committee and the Ex
ecutive of Belfast Trades. Council. In
deed a recent meeting between Belfast 
Trades Council and ..the Northern Irish 
Committee of the iCTU agreed to 
organise a campaign for trade 
unionists and other workers against 
sectarianism. 

Now is the time for the trade union 
movement not just to condemn sec
tarianism but to work out a strategy 
of how to protect workers from sec
tarian attacks and to go onto the of
fensive and combat sectarianism. The 
act ion by DHSS workers shows the 
way forward. 

By a Militant reporter 

Both a's terror fails 
to break blacks 
ELEVEN BLACK people shot 
dead last Tuesday night in defen
ding a rent strike in Soweto-and 
three policemen seriously injured 
by a hand grenade thrown at 
them-characterise the stormy 
nature of the present period in 
South Africa. Rent strikes are con
tinuing in 38 other townships. 

Chinks in the curtain of censorship 
imposed under Botha's state of 
emergency are now revealing the ex
tent of the terror directed against the 
black majority. 

Some 14 000 are now estimated to 
have been detained, at least 3 000 of 
them under 16 years old. Children as 
young as 12 have suffered electric 
shock torture. 

Black schools have been turned in
to virtual prisons, with police and 
troops enforcing rigid discipline in the 
classrooms. Students are sometimes 
forbidden to go to the toilet, and, if 
they plead they are menstruating, ask
ed to " prove it". 

Under siege 
Many black townships are under 

siege. At Zwelethemba, for example, 
near the small town of Worcester, an 
army camp enforces a dusk-to-dawn 
curfew and trains searchlights on the 
township through the night , which 
often rest on the front doors of 
suspected activists . 

Yet all this cannot break the will of 
black working people to change 
society-to achieve national1iberation 
and socialism. Bloodied, on the defen
sive for the moment, the movement is 
fundamentally undefeated. 

Botha suffered a major setback at 
the very time he was ' defiantly ' an
nouncing his intention to proceed with 
his pitiful attempts to put a better face 
on apartheid- including the dream of 
turning black townships into "city
states''. His puppets in the 
KwaNdebe1e Bantustan unanimously 
rejected his 'offer of independence'! 

This was after mass revolt by the 

people of KwaNdebele- including an 
all-out strike by state employees! In 
the KwaNdebele 'parliament', the 
Speaker pleaded with the pubiic 
gallery " not to kill your MPs" but to 
speak to them instead "as they are 
your servants"! 

Botha's rejection of the pleas of his 
imperialist backers to make dramatic 
reforms is a sign not of strength but 
of weakness. It reflects the impasse of 
the SA ruling class in the face of an 
unfolding revolutionary crisis. 

At the same time, after two years of 
struggle which could not break the 
stalemate, the movement has entered 
a period of relative ebb-one that will 
be volatile and explosive, in which ac
tivists will be digesting the lessons of 
the revolutionary upsurge, and work
ing out more effective methods of 
struggle for the bigger eruptions which 
will inevitably come. 

In preparing for the future, the prin
cipal task is extending, deepening, and 
strengthening the mass organisations. 
In the trade union and youth field 
there is the need for organising the 
unorganised, and for binding workers 
and youth firmly together around im
pregnable bastions of local workplace
based organisation. 

The first issue of COSA TU's 
newspaper, appearing this month, 
points the way forward in calling for 
the building of COSA TU locals-and 
for a campaign for a national living 
wage, index-linked to price rises. 

The COSA TU leaders have the task 
of making campaigns such as these a 
reality. The ANC leadership also must 
turn from talking with the bosses and 
futile urban bombings to guide the 
work of building trade union and 
youth organisation. Linked together, 
such organisations can lay the foun
dations of a mass ANC on a socialist 
programme, preparing the working 
class for the conquest of power from 
the regime and the capitalist class it 
defends . 

By Richard Monroe 

DEFECTORS FROM the Labour Party 
follow a well-known pattern. Robert 
Kilroy-Silk, who is resigning his Knowsley 
seat to join BBC Television, follows in the 
footsteps of a long line of middle-class ex
tryists who have used the parliamentary 
Labour Party as a vehicle for their 
careers. 

The Labour Party has served its pur
pose. Fame and fortune, especially a for
tune in the form of a media contract is 
assured. But it looks disloyal, not to say 
mercenary, to desert the Party so blatant
ly. Not good for a media-person's image! 

So blame the Party! "Of course, I re
main absolutely committed to the prin
ciples I've upheld all along (self
promotion, self-aggrandisement, etc.). 
But the Party's changed out of all 
recognition (they've seen through me!)" . 

The MP then reveals that the Party has 
been virtually taken over by dangerous 
extremists. This reassures prospective 
bosses that their man has not been tainted 
by any dangerous tendencies. Fees from 
the sale of these inside stories to TV, 
tabloids, publishers also help cover 
removal expenses, new suits etc. 

The classic example is Brian Walden 
who dumped his Birmingham Ladywood 
seat in 1977 to become presenter of 
LWT's Weekend World. 

The real Labour Party, for Walden, 
was the one led by right-wing social 
democrat Hugh Gaitskell. According to 
an in-depth profile by the Sunday Times 
(18 September 1977), Gaitskell 
"cultivated" the up-and-coming Brian in 
Oxford and in 1961 "wangled him the 
Labour nomination in the Oswestry by
election". 

Once in Parliament however, the am
bitious Walden failed to flourish. Harold 
Wilson took over the leadership, but did 
not provide Walden with the expected 
"encouragement". Denied ministerial 
perks, Walden augmented his MPs pay 
with a few consultancies. 

One of these was a £5,000 a-year 
"parliamentary runner" to the National 
Association of Bookmakers. He also was 
consultant to a computer firm, a public 
relations firm, the Business Equipment 
Trades Association, the Amusement 
Trades Association, and the Amusement 
Caterers Association. All this helped 
Walden to get by until he was offered the 
lucrative LWT job, rumoured in 1977 to 
be worth £40,000 a year. 

Of course, it was the party which had 
changed: "Gailskell meant what he said, 
Wilson didn't" ."Red Fascists" purported 
to represent the Labour Party, "Marxism 
represents evil , does evil and will go on 
doing evil". His heroes? "Men like 
Roosevelt and Churchill who . .. saved 
civilisation."! 

After his resignation, Walden in
discretely let it slip out that, "I was disen
chanted before I even took my seat ... " 
But, he told the Sunday Times, he remain
ed imP-lacable about his most cherished 
principle-loyalty:'' Disloyalty: destroys 
all reasonable human intercourse, to me 
a traitor is ten times worse than a 
murderer"! 

What more can you say? 

By Lynn Walsh 
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Australian budget assault on workers 
TH E AUSTRA LI AN Labor 
government's budget is a savage at
tack on workers' living standards. 
For British Labour activists it is a 
warning of what would happen if 

* Introduced identit y cards to 
counter alleged social securit y and 
tax fraud; 
* Removed the ban on the export 

of uranium ore to France; 

value of the currency. 

a BritiSh Labour government tried 
to operate within the confines of a 
crisis-ridden capitalist economy. _ 

* Demanded that wages rise by 
no more than two per cent when 
prices are expected to rise by eight 
per cent. 

Foreign debt stands at A$90,000 
and interest payments account for 
35 per cent of exports. Although an 
advanced industrial country, like 
many third world countries , 
Australia has been suffering from 
the drop in the price of the many 
basic commodities which it exports. Hawke's government has: 

* Cut government spending by 
£1250 million, including cuts in 
health (£125m), welfare (£208m), 
education and foreign aid; 
* Deferred pension increases; 
* Reintroduced fees for higher 

education and raised charges for 
overseas students; 
* Delayed promised income tax 

cuts; 
* Increased sales tax on a wide 

range of products; 

Not even Thatcher has tried to 
impose such a range of attacks on 
workers. They will be met with bit
ter hostility from the Australian 
trade union movement. They will 
reinforce the swing away from 
Labor shown by polls and by a re
cent election in New South Wales 

·where there was a 17 per cent swing 
against Labor. 

The budget was provoked by the 
soaring trade deficit and falling 

Bosses pleased 
Following Mitterand in France, 

Gonzalez in Spain and Papandreou 
in Greece, Hawke has responded to 
a crisis in the capitalist economy by 
making the workers pay. A New 
York banker' s spokesman said he 
didn't know how this budget would 
affect the government electorally, 
"but it should boost the image of 

Tenants demonstrate 
over boy's death 
from solvents 
TENANTS AND children 
from an estate in Bermond
sey, saddened and angry at 
the death of 14 year old Lee 
Kendall after he drank a bot
tle of typewriter fluid, mar
ched to Southwark council 
offices to hand in a petition 
against the sale of solvents to 
children. 

The demonstration of nearly 
I 00 , mostly women and 
children, was joined by John 
Bryan, Labour's prospective 
parliamentary candidate, and 
other members o f Bermondsey 
Labour Pa rty. The petit ion, 
wi th over 1600 signatures , was 
handed in to councillor Brian 
Kelly, chair of public services . 

Brian Kelly said that the 
Tories had turned their backs on 
the problems of Southwark. He 
sa id that the council had writ 
ten to all shop 1-.eepers warning 
them not to sell solvents to 
children . Trading standards o f
ficers had been ordered to crack 
down on offender s . 
Demonstrators applauded when 
he said that the council would 
be 'relentless' in its efforts to 
stop the sa le of solvents to 
children. 

The tenants' anger was first 
directed at a local newsagent 
who allegedly gave three bott les 
of typewriter fluid to Lee Ken
dall and his friend s in exchange 
for a radio cassette recorder . 
After sniffing the solvent in the 
local park Lee's friends fo rced 
him to drink it which lead to his 
tragic death . 

The newsagent has now been 
charged with selling solvents to 
under 18 year olds, handling 
stolen goods and causing actua l 
bodily ha rm . 

The tenants, from Birtchall 
estate where Lee Kendalll ived, 
organi sed a campa ign to 
boycott the newsagent and stop 
the sale of solvents to children 
from this and other shops. They 
picketted the shop every even-

ing for a week and collected 
signatures for the petition. 

John Bryan, who has been 
closely involved in the cam
paign, said: " I have two 
children. Like man y people in 
Bermondsey I'm concerned and 
angry over the tragic death of 
Lee Kendall. Bermondsey is fac
ing an epidemic of solven t and 
drug abuse." 

Lee Kendall was the seventh 
child in South London to die 
from solvent abuse this year. A 
survey recently carried out by 
the National Campaign Against 
Solvent Abuse found that one in 
four teenagers in South London 
had ta ken dangerous solvents. 
The problem of solvent abuse 
now touches every estate and in
cludes children sti ll at primary 
school. 

Stiff penalties 
John Bryan called for sti ffer 

penalties for those fo und guilt y 
o f sell ing solvents to children . 

" There needs to be a cam
pa ign invo lving tenan ts ' 
associations, youth organisa
tions,and the local labour move
ment to monitor the sale of 
solvents in local shops. There 
should also be a massive inj ec
tion of government cash to train 
school staff, produce videos, 
and run courses in schools to 
warn children of the dangers of 
drug abuse. 

" Drug and solvent abuse can 
only be stamped out when the 
condi tions which lead to addic
tion are tac kled . We need a 
Labour go vern ment to 
regenerate the inner cit ies by 
building new houses and leisure 
faci lit ies and creating jobs fo r 
yo ut h , to wipe out t he 
hopelessness and despair on 
which drug addiction and sol
vent abuse feeds". 

By Willie Griffin 

American impressed 
The Liverpool Echo, which 
has devoted acres of space to 
denigrating the achievements 
of Liverpool City Council has 
published the following letter 
which in a few lines con
tradicts all their slanders: 

"As an American on holiday 
here visiting my husband's 
family, I find the local political 
scene both fascinating and 
puzzling. 

''For instance the Militants, 
are they responsible for all the 

marvellous houses, urban 
renewal schemes, the Everton 
Park schemes etc? 

"I keep reading and hearing 
that Liverpool has a Militant 
dominated council. Is that 
such a bad thing if they are 
doing such good things? At 
home I vote Republican, but if 
we had your Militants over 
there I would vote for them.'' 

Evelyn Hughes, 
Liverpool 4. 

Liverpool 
parties back 
Militant 

DESPITE ATTEMPTS by the 
Labour Party leadership to witch
hunt socialist ideas from the party, 
five constituency Labour Parties in 
Merseyside have sent in amend
ments for the Labour Party con
fe rence , moved by Militant 
supporters. 

Amendm ent s se nt in from 
Broadgreen and Wes t Derby both 
de fend th e proud record of the 
Labour Party Young Sociali sts and 
condemn the NEC's attempt to 
ne uter the yo ut h section 's cam
paigning abi lities. Other amend
ment s ca ll fo r the end to nuclea r 
po wer and a soc ia li st alt erna til'e to 
the Tory Anglo-Iri sh Agreement. 
C ros by C LP, in solidarity with 
th eir Liverpoo l comrades a re 
demand ing an end to the NEC in
quiry and the witch-hunt o f Derek 
Hatt on, Ton y Mulhearn and ot her 
Liverpool sociali sts. 

Liverpool Parties had a lready 
submitt ed resolutions dema ndin g 
support for local a uth orit ies 
figh ting gove rnment cut s and one 
congratul a ting Dave Nelli st on his 
campaign aga inst low pay and call 
ing for £ 120 a week min imum 
wage. 

The right wing' s attempt s to 
de fea t the ideas o f Mi!iranr by 
orga nisa ti o na l manoe uvres has 
clearly fa iled . The tas k now fa lls on 
the shoulders of Labour acti vists to 
ensure th at the conference rejec ts 
any furth er expulsions and draws 
up a socia li st program me ca pable 
o f sweeping away the Tory govern
ment and ending once and fo r all 
the nightmare conditions fac ing 
millions o f workers. 

Australia on Wall Street. " 
What should pa rticularly con

cern British workers is that Hawke 
has taken these drastic steps in a 
situation which apart from the 
commodity price fall s, is far more 
favourabl e than is likely to face the 
next Labour government here. 
Unemployment stands at 7.4 per 
cent, compared to I 1.9 per cent in 
Britain , and production is growing 
at four per cent a year, while here 
it is virtually stagnant. 

If Kinnock follows Hawke in 
trying to implement reforms for the 
workers at the same time as 
operating a capitalist economy 
geared to making profits, he will 
end up with budgets even worse 
than this one . Electoral defeat will 
loom as large as it does now for 

Hawke. This budget provides th e 
clea rest proof that th ere is no way 
Labour governments can satisfy 
both workers and bosses. Their in
terests are in inevitable conflict. · 

In Australia the struggle will 
have to be stepped up for socialist 
policies for Labor, based on the na
tionalisation of the big monopolies 
which control the economy, a 
break with capitalism and a 
socialist plan of production. In Bri
tain , the lesson has to be learned 
and the next Labour government 
committed to a socialist pro-

. gramme which will make budgets 
like this one impossible. 

By Pat Craven 

Starts 1 Oam Saturday/Finishes 4pm tapproxl Sunday 

e DEBATE BETWEEN 
Peter Taaffe, editor Militant 
and Monty Johnstone, 
editor of Marxism Today. 

• Rally on Hungary 1956 
and the political revolution 
today with Alan Woods 
·speaking. 

• Main courses will be: 
South Africa and the col
onial revolution with 
Tyrone Simpson speaking 
and Ireland with a speaker 
from Militant Irish Monthly. 
Courses will also include: 

theory of Marxism, Russian 
Revolution, Marxism and 
the trade unions, women 
and the strugg le for 
socialism, black struggles 
and Marxist economics. 

• Eisenstein's film Bat
tleship Potemkin about the 
1905 Russian Revolution 
will be showing. Also 
video, 'Kemira-diary of a 
strike' about Australian 
miners' stay-down strike. 

Book now for your free 
course study guide. 

,--------------------------------, 
1 Disco and bar 
I Professional creche 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

All this for £8/£6 unwaged . Book now and get free detailed course 
study guide . 

Name . . . .. . . . .. . .. . . .... ... ..... . .. ... . ..... . . . 

Address . ... . . . . . .......... . . . . . . ... . . . . . .. . .. . . 

. . . ..... . . . . . . . . Course . .... .... .. .. . . ...... . . . 

Need creche . . . . ..... . ... ... . . . . .. .. ... ..... . 
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THE 1986-87 football 
season started last week 
with many clubs panicking 
about the future. KEVIN 
P ARSLOW looks at the 
problems which beset the 
'industry' which runs the 
world's most popular 
game. 

The clubs are trying to restore 
the friendly image of Britain's 
favourite sport. But the picture 
which has stuck firmest in people's 
minds has been the bloody and 
bandaged faces of rival football . 
fans after a 'pitched battle' on a 
ferry back from Amsterdam. 

Football pundits like 
businessman/ commentator Jimmy 
Hill have come up with the usual 
solutions-withdraw their 
passports, lock them up, birch 
them. Yet when Hill was con
templating a football tour of South 
Africa, he had no criticism of the 
organised thuggery of the Botha 
regime. 

What is more, these 'solutions' 
would not stop the hooliganism 
which reflects the increasingly 
violent society we live ·. in . The 
'British disease ' is not unique to 
Britain. Thugs known as the 'brave 
warriors' attend football matches 
just for the fights in Argentina, 
where 96 people have died at mat
ches since 1958. 

Mexican fans at the World Cup. 

Fans neglected 
Hooligans are not football's only 

problem. Soccer is dominated by 
big business, as the huge profits 
and advertising revenue of the 
World Cup showed. But that has 
not stopped the professional game 
slipping into problems . The fans 
themselves are neglected, a prime 
cause of their disaffection . 

Financial problems are perhaps 
the biggest headache for football 
internationally. In South America 
the situation is precarious . The: best 
players go to Europe because South 
American clubs cannot afford to 
pay the same money. In many cases 
wages are not paid at all for several 
weeks! 

chasing the big 
money, neglecting the fans 

Penarol of Uruguay owed its 
players $65,000 at one stage. Boca 
Juniors of Argentina had to give 33 
of its players free transfers because 
it could not pay them. To bring 
Brazil's top player Zico back from 
Italy, a consortium involving Coca 
Cola and Xerox paid $450,000; his 
wages are now partly paid by sport
swear firm Adidas . In return the 
companies gained important adver
tising deals in World Cup year. 

In Europe sponsorship is equal
ly important. In Spain only three 
first division clubs regularly make 
a profit. Real Madrid, the Spanish 
champions, owe $5 million to the 
banks. In Italy Juventus was the 
only first division club to make a 
profit of more than $20,000 in their 
last financial year, and most top 
clubs receive sponsorship of over 
$750,000. AC Milan has debts of 
at least $10 million! 

In England in the last financial 
year 56 out of 92 football league 
clubs lost money. Half the clubs 
had debts greater than all their 
assets except their stadiums. 
Although in their last published ac
counts the clubs together broke 
even, their combined debt amounts 
to £30 million. In 1947 only six out 
of 92 football league clubs lost 
money! 

The crisis is compounded by fall
ing attendances, with 25 per cent. 
fewer people watching Football 
League matches than in 1978-79. 
To offset this and rising expen
diture, clubs raise the admission 
prices. Most clubs in the First Divi
sion will charge £2 .50-£3 to stand, 
sometimes without cover. Real 
prices of admissions have doubled 
since 1968. Linked to the threat of 
violence and the poor facilities 
(especially since the events at 
Brussels and Bradford last year) 
this led to an accelerating fall in at
tendances last season giving further 
impetus to the economic' 
catastrophe facing English 
football. 

Some clubs have turned to other 
'solutions' - Tottenham Hotspur 
raised £4 million on the Stock Ex-· 
change, and installed " Executive 
Boxes" aimed a t big business, at 
rates of £10,000 or more per 
season. These 'solutions ' are not 
available in the lower divisions- a 
fourth division club would not find 
many buyers for its shares on the 
Stock Exchange if it was financially 
unviable to start with. 

Football is run by the rich for the 
rich and workers just pay their 
money, without a say in the runn
ing of clubs. It does not matter 
whether they are genuine sports 
clubs as in much of the Continent 
or limited companies as in Britain 
or Italy. The committees and 
boards of directors comprise 

businessmen and lawyers, who 
have got rich making money out of 
workers in other companies. 

Despite their self-styled exper
tise, directors sack managers and 
coaches normally after very short 
periods of time, thus ensuring no 
continuity of plans or tactics. They 
have also no real idea about how 
football nationally and interna
tionally should be run. 

The press predictably put for
ward Thatcherite solutions . They 
would like to see a smaller first 
division and fewer clubs. Some 
clubs will-have to replace full-time 
professional players with part-time 
semi- professionals. 

Super League 
The big clubs, threatening a 

breakaway Super League, have 
gained some advantages . More in
come from TV and sponsorship 
will go their way and they will have 
a bigger say in the running of the 
league. A few seasons ago they 
agreed that all money collected 
from attendances should go to the 
home club rather than a share go
ing to the away club. This has hit 
smaller clubs who looked forward 
to journeys to Liverpool or Man
chester United more for the finan
cial reward than league table points. 

The trend is clear; the weak are 
to go to the wall, just as bankrupt
cies have increased under the Tory 
government. Already several clubs 

World Socialist 
Books:SPECIAL OFFERS 
T rotsky- 1st 5 Years of the 
Communist International 
volumes 1 and 2, now £3 each. 
Trot sky- Whither France, now 
£2.50. 
Platform of the Joint Opposition 
1927,£1. 
Shlyapnikov- On the eve of 
1917, now £1.50 . · 
Trotsky-ln defence of Marxism, 
now £2.50. 
Trotsky-Writings on Britain in 3 
vol., now £2 .25 each. 
Trotsky- Third International 
after Lenin, now £2.50 

Add 25% to all orders under £5, 10% to all orders under £10 for postage. Orders over £10 
post free. Cheques payable to World Socialist Books, 3/13 Hepscott Rd., London E9 5HB 

such as Swansea, Hull and Bristol 
City have only been saved by the 
intervention of a new consortium 
of businessmen. 

When the Labour Party Young 
Socialists raised the question of a 
total reorganisation of football to 
benefit ordinary people, Bobby 
Robson, now the England 
manager, attacked the idea of the 
"nationalisation of football" . Yet 
he is prepared to adovcate state 
money in football in the form of 
taking young football apprentices 
on YTS. 

The football clubs also wish 
more state money would come their 
way. Apart from TV, football 
receives via the government £7 
million from Spot-the-Ball com
petitions, and the clubs would like 
to see the £5 .5 million from the 
pools companies each year topped 
up by a share of the £200 million 
in tax revenue from those same 
companies. And clubs have offered 
to sell their grounds to local 
authorites to stave off ruin 
temporarily. 

The fans who pay to stand in the 
wet and cold all winter have little 
or no say in how their clubs and 
football should be managed. The 
Jimmy Hills just tell them how they 
are going to organise football. No 
wonder supporters are staying 
away in droves. 

Many of them are not leaving 
football though; the amateur game 
is involving more clubs and players 

than ever before. In these small 
clubs, normally run by elected 
committees, footballers can get a 
say in how their club should be 
organised. That should be the 
structure throughout the game, 
with supporters and players joining 
together. 

450 million viewers 
In the near future, many players 

in the lower divisions who do not 
earn the exorbitant salaries of in
ternational players could face the 
dole if they are not prepared to go 
part-time. A mood of anger could 
even raise the prospect of foot
ballers going on strike as they did 
in Spain two years ago . 

There is no diminished interest in 
football internationally. 450 
million people watched the World 
Cup Final in 1982 on television. 
Only Neil Armstrong's first steps 
on the moon had more viewers . 

Every commentator and writer 
on football says the game should 
change with the times. What they 
mean is that it should become even 
more under the control of big 
business. But football is divided by 
the class system just as capitalism 
divides society and in the struggle 
to change society, the parasites who 
run sport in general will be swept 
away by those who really want to 
organise sport as recreation for 
millions of people internationally. 

£1,000 for Militant 
A 62 year old Militant supporter, 
Ernie White from the Isle of 
Wight, has given a massive £1,000 
donation to the paper's fighting 
fund. 

Ernie was made redundant, hav
ing worked almost 20 years as a 
shipyard labourer. 

He joined the Labour Party in 
1982 following the nurses' pay 
dispute, when the workers at his 
shipyard went on a half day 
solidarity strike. He became a 
member of the part}" to replace the 
career-minded right-wing leader-

ship with a fighting socialist leader
ship in touch with the rank and file. 

The Militant, Ernie believes, is 
the only newspaper that consistent
ly supports workers in struggle and 
fights for the improvement of the 
living standards of ordinary peo
ple. The donation , he says, will go 
towards helping Militant publish 
daily, enthusing even more workers 
with socialist ideas. 

By Peter Serjent 
(Portsmouth LPYS) 
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Make plans for mass youth march 
KICK OUT the Tories-we can't wait a contingent to the march. The L 110 I 
'till '88. Bring Labour back in with demonstration will be backed by the 
socialist policies. That is the message LPYS national committee. 
from Bermondsey Labour Party Young Every section of the movement should _ 
Socialists. They've called for a massive also give support, particularly those ·---
demonstration against the Tories on 18 preparing to foist changes on the par-
October. ty' s youth section designed to under-

Conditions in Bermondsey for young mine its campaigning strength. 
people are like many other inner city Labour could win a clear majority of 
areas-heroin addiction and solvent the youth vote in the next election, but 
abuse is widespread. Today 7,584 are this cannot be taken for granted. The 
unemployed in Bermondsey. On some Party must put out a call for young peo- u 
estates the ~nemployment rate is 80 per pie to join, and take part in a massive 
cent. youth campaign which could inspire the 

So get your LPYS branch to organise whole party. 

Unemployed youth keeping warm under the heaters in front of Littlwood's in Barnsley . Photo: Philip Gordon (Reflex) 

Racism behind the scenes 
PARLIAMENT outlaw
ed racial discrimination in 
the mid 1960 s but life for 
millions of black workers 
has not improved. 

Firms advertising for 
catering, secretarial and 
lower management vacancies 
use employment agencies to 
perform their init ial recruit
ment screening process, and 
counter accusations of racial 
discrimination by cowering 
behind the veil of client 
confidentiality. 

Not suited 
Sue, an ex-employee of a 

West London employment 
agency, told Militant. 

"Companies make no at
tempt to hide the fact that a 
black person would not be 
'suited' to their vacancy. 

"The abbreviation WASP 
is used daily to describe 
suitable applications over the 
phone. It stands for White 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant. 
Other coded descriptions are 
NB-No Blacks, or a per
sonnel department will say 
the applicant must speak 
'perfect English' -again 
code for no blacks or asians. 

"One client said he 
couldn't hire a black cater
ing assistant as his patrons 
didn't like to see black peo
ple handling food. Another 
time I was told that a young 
woman I had sent on an in-

terview for a secretarial posi
tion had all the skills, ex
perience etc required for the 
job, but she wasn't an 
'English rose'-in fact she 
was Asian." 

Rarely proved 
The only written com

munications between agency 
and client is the final invoice 
for services rendered. 

If employment agency 
staff allege racial discrimina
tion they get the sack. 
Employment agency staff 
are rarely unionised . With 
no written proof of such 
discrimination cases are rare
ly proved. 

A racist employer can 
publicly state that his com
pany is an equal oppor
tunities employer, whilst in 
reality you would be hard 
pressed to find more than the 
10ken black or Asian worker 
within the workfore, pro
bably in a menial position. 

Sickened 
Sue adds: "Several of my 

colleagues left, sickened by 
the racist attitude of many 
companies. I went to my 
manager to complain about 
a request a client made for a 
'white' retail shop manager, 
when I had a suitably 
qualified Asian appilcant on 
file. I was calmly but firmly 

told ' he who pays the pipe-r 
calls the tune'! 

As long as agencies con
done these colour bar prac
tices (to oppose it would 
reduce their profitability or 
put them out of business) a 
genuine non-racist employ
ment policy is as far away 
now as it was in the 1960s. 

Well intentioned reforms 
to outlaw racial discrimina
tion, though welcome, are 

largely ineffective. Power 
still remains i'n the hands of 
racist bosses. 

Freedom from racist 
employment practices can 
only be achieved by the im
plementation of a 
democratic socialist system 
where the right to hire and 
fire lies in workers' hands. 

By a Militant reporter 

Shoppers against apartheid 
'SHOPPERS AGAINST 
Apartheid!', proclaimed 
East Kilbride LPYS when 
launching its campaign 
against a local foodstore 
stocking South African 
goods. 

We have picketed the local 
Safeway and drawn up a 
petition asking sho ppers to 
demand Safeway manage
ment stops buying in South 
African produce, reports 
Jackie Galbriath. 

LPYS members met with 
placards, petitions, stickers 
and a tape recorder playing 
Special AKA's 'Free Nelson 
Mandela'. Virtually all those 
who were asked signed the 
petition so the worried 
manager of Safeway told us 
to move on or he would 
phone the police. 

We were doing nothing il
legal so he retreated but later 

retaliated by sending out a 
Safeway balloon, on which 
he had written "Safeway for 
South Africa! 

Despite a gale force wind, 
YS members, with the help 
of shoppers, managed to 
burst the balloon. But the 
manager did us a favour. His 
support for apartheid and 
his contempt of his own 
customers made even more 
people signed the petition 
and two people refused to 
shop there. 

We will be picketting 
every Friday night and 
Saturday afternoon and will 
be organising a rally on 
South Africa. 

Don't buy the fruits of 
Apartheid! 

No more Sowetos
forward to a socialist South 
Africa! 

THE SHOPWORKERS' 
union USDA W have 
achieved a major 

- breakthrough by winning 
the 'rate for the job' for 
YTS trainees with the 
Milk Marketing Board, 
Fosters Menswear and 
Empire Stores, the mail 
order firm. 

The increases vary bet
ween £3.70 and £30 per 
week. Trainees starting on 
schemes with the Milk 
Marketing Board will be 
given employee status and 
the 'full rate for the job'. 
The deal with Empire Stores 
involves only a £4 increase 
for first year YTS trainees, 
but for those that make it to 
the second year , the 
allowances will be increased 
to £64. For second year 
trainees at Fosters Mens, the 
allowance will rise to £65. 

Predictably, the bosses' 
union , the CBI are incensed 
that schemes where such top
ups have not been negotiated 
will suffer from lack of 
recruitment . 

When two year YTS was 
first introduced the CBI wor
ried that the blatant cheap 
labour tactics of the new 
scheme would lead to grow
ing militancy amongst YTS 
trainees and push the unions 
into organising and fighting 
for better conditions on the 

schemes. Their fears would 
seem to be justified by 
USDAW's victory. 

It is significant that the 
deal secured by USDA W 
was in the retai l/service in
dustry which is traditionally 
badly organised and low 
paid. This victory should be 
seen as a green light for a 
concerted campaign by the 
whole trade union move
ment to unioni se YTS 
trainees. 

While the deals negotiated 
by USDA W are an impor
tant step forward , Liverpool 
City Council' s policy still 
provides the best model for 
campaigning on this issue: * Union monitoring of 
training , health and safety; 
* A guaranteed job at the 
end of YTS; * A 35 hour week, with five 
weeks paid holiday; 

The Labour leadership 
should also note that the 
398,700 trainees currently on 
YTS will almost certainly be 
first time voters at the next 
election. If Labour cam
paigned on a guaranteed job 
for youth, and took that 
slogan into the schemes, and 
explained how it could be 
implemented, victory at the 
next election would be 
almost certain. 
By Tony Cox (Secretary 
Youth Trade Union Rights 
Campaign) 

Life on benefit in 
bed and breakfast 

THERE COMES a time 
when you have to say 
enough is enough. Back in
January that time came for 
me. 

I was living in bed and 
breakfast accomodation on 
social security and had given 
up all hope of ever finding 
gainful employment or a bet
ter future. 

Then Norman Tebbit 
came up with his new pro
posals for cutting benefits in 
areas of lower 
unemployment. 

Does he know what it's 
like to be unemployed and 
harassed witho ut losing 
more benefit? No! So don't 
stop reading here, Norman, 
because I'm about to tell 
you. 

Whilst staying in bed and 
breakfast accomodation last 
January I received the 
following amounts from 
social security every fort
night, £I64 total. £104 of 
this was for two weeks rent 
and £60 was for two weeks 
food, clothes, laundry, bus 
and train fares to look for 
jobs, etc. 

The bed and breakfasts in 
our area are all full up and 
the only one I could get into 
charged me £60 each week 
for rent. DHSS refused to 
pay the extra so I lost £16 of 
my food money. That gave 
me £44 every two weeks for 
food etc. 

With no cooking facilities 
and forced to live on take
aways I don't have to spell 
out that £22 each week 
didn't even cover two meals 
a day for seven days. Not 
forgetting my laundry, fares 
etc. 

In I! ford we have met with 
the civil service union, 
CPSA, at our local DHSS 
and intend holding a public 
meeting with them. They too 
are in dispute with the pro
posals as well as complaining 
of being understaffed! We 
intend to make this meeting 
a success and hope that 
together we can fight back 
for a better future. 

By Jerry Feasey 
(llford South LPYS) 
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brutal symptom 
of a rotten society 
THE RECENT spate of violent sex crimes like 
the murder of TV secretary Ann Lock raise serious 
questions for socialists about the cause and 
prevention of such crimes. 

Detectives in volved in 
Ann Lock' s case are still in
vestigati ng 27 other cases of 
vio lent attacks on women 
over the last few yea rs . 
South York shire police 
believe that one man may be 
responsible for nine rapes in 
the Rotherham area, and the 
case of th e 'Stoc kwell 
Strangler', involving violent 
attacks and sexual assaults 
on elderly men and women 
will have struck fear into the 
hearts of thousands of old 
people living alone and 
without protection. These 
are not isolated incidents
every day of the week reports 
of callous and brutal attacks 
on women, children and the 
elderly can be found in the 
newspapers. 

Increase 

By Andrea Capstick 

money for improved street 
lighting, and the de
regulation of bus services has 
led to man y late night ser
vices being withdrawn. The 
streets have never been less 
safe to walk in than they are 
under the Tories. 

The British Crime Survey 
of 1984 shows that although 
" the affluent, the well
educated and those in non
manual occupations tended 
to feel safer than others , 
presumably reflecting in part 
the nature of the areas where 
they live" , 30 per cent of 
women said they were 'very 
worried' about the possibili
ty of being raped if they 
walked alone in their own 

, area after dark. 

Boost 
sales of 
Militant 

WHILE MILITANT-

Accurate statistics on the 
increase in sex crimes are not 
easy to find . Government 
figures are not helpful, lum
ping together all 'sexual of
fences ' under one heading. 
But they do reveal that bet
ween 1983 and 1984 (the 
most recent figures available) 
there was a seven per cent in
crease in the number of 
reported rapes and that 
almost half of those con
victed for sexual offences 
were men under the age of 
21 . A regional breakdown 
also shows clear links bet
ween high incidence of sex
ual offences and unemploy
ment blackspots. 

The gut ter press likes to 
record these cases in gloating 
detail, dragging in any 
salacious detail they can find 
or invent to sensationalise 
sexual offences . With bla
tant hypocrisy they use this 
as an excuse for printing 
fan a tic a l demands for 
tougher sentences for of
fenders, at the same time 
decorating their pages with 
pictures of naked women. 
Well, it's all good for the 
sales figures, isn't it ? 

(Top) Fleet Street exploit sex crimes to boost their sales (Below) Women demonstrate " against 

supporting print worker. 
Peter Jarvis was being de
tained at Her Majesty's 
pleasure, the Militant sellers 
outside the police station 
decided to go to nearby Old • 
Street tube and try a sale 
there. 55 papers were sold 
and five passers- by express
ed an interest in becoming 
regular buyers. The tube sta
tion flooded later on in the 
·week. lt' s going to be flood
ed every week now, with 
Militant sellers! 

male violence" in London in July . Photo Cristina Sganga (Report) A mention must be give n 
this week to Stephen Forbes 
from the Evelyn Estate in 
Oeptford, who decided to do 
a door-to-door sale in his 
own tower block. He chalk
ed up 10 sa les; neighbo urs 
should not be taken for 
granted; turn them into 
regular buyers. 

The Tory government 
claims to be the defender of 
' law and order'. In reality, 
of course, increased funding 
and manpower for the police 
has been used not to 'make 
the streets safe to walk in', 
but to maintain a massive 
police presence on the picket 
lines during the miners' 
strike, at Wapping, and 
anywhere else that the mass 
movement of the working 
class looks set to pose a 
threat to Tory rule. 

Local counci ls, crippled 
by rate-capping have no 

Women who report that 
they have been raped face 
prolonged and often hostile 
questioning by the police, 
who frequentl y advise them 
not to press charges. If the 
case does reach court, the 
woman is likely to be ques
tioned not just about the at
tack it self, but also about her 
previous sex life. All too 
often the case being tried 
seems to be not whether the 
victim has been raped, but to 
what extent she might have 
been ' asking for it'. Faced 
with this prospect , it is hard
ly surprisi ng that many 
women choose not to report 
rape so that it remains large
ly a hidden crime and the 
victim is left to cope alone 

wit h the ho rri fying 
psychological effects. 

As socialists we must be 
Gpen in exp ressing our 
outrage at such acts of 
'iolence. But we must not 
I all into the same trap as the 
reminists who generalise the 
blame for sex crimes without 
generalising the causes. To 
the femin ists all men are to 
blame for the brutality of a 
minority. They -limit their 
argument s to the conflict 
between men and women 
without considering the 
more deeply-rooted conflicts 
caused by the economic 
sysiem under which we live. 

Rape can only become as 
widespread as it is today in 
a society in crisis-which 
degrades both men and 
women and devalues the 
relationships between them. 
lt is a symptom of a society 
rotten to the core, in which 
there is no hope of normal 
family life for mill ions . A 
society where children grow 
up in an at mosphere of fami
ly stress, their minds and 

Thatcher's admirers 
THATCHER NEARLY received as rousing 
a welcome at the Commonwealth Games 
as President de la Madrid of Mexico at the 
World Cup. Now, after her chauffeur has 
wiped the fruit and veg from her car, she 
must be wondering whether she can be 
safe in any town in the country. 

from Botha and his pals. As the old say
ing goes : " By your own friends be you 
known.' ' We can be certain if she ever 
does go to take up the offer, South African 
workers will make her reception at Edin 
burgh seem like a tea-party. 

Not to worry though. She has been 
given the "freedom of the town" by 
Tangaat in Natal, South Africa, because of 
her stand against sanctions. While black 
workers in South Africa suffer under the 
pass laws and influx control. she can 
wander around as she pleases, no doubt 
picking up a few hints on "crowd control" 

Principles and priorities 

REMEMBER the weighty document being 
produced by the Labour leadership to set 
out the " principles of democratic 
socialism"? This was going to once and 
for all crush the "old-fashioned" ideas of 
Marxism . Many of us were waiting with 
interest for thi·s noble work, for it would 

bodies stunted by poverty 
and where their parents' 
despair too often vents itself 
in violence against them . 
They grow up with no ex
perience of how to form nor
mal relationships and the cy
cle of poverty, deprivation 
and violence repeats itself. 

Safety 
There are many measures 

that socialists can and must 
take to prevent rape and pro
tect women in the present 
crisis. We must campaign 
through the labour and 
union movement to ensure 
the safety of women in 
vulnerable jobs, and we must 
campa ign for increased 
p ubli c spe nding on 
transport, lighting, social 
services and to provide ade
quate counselling for vic
tims. We must insist that the 
labour movement takes com
mon sense measures like en
suring that women do not 
have to walk to and from 
meetings alone. But above 

all we need to commit 
ourselves to the removal of 
this brutal capitalist system, 
a system wh ich is concerned 
only with profit and ignores 
the material and emotional 
needs of the vast majority of 
the population . 

This is a question which 
has far reaching implica
tions, ones which the 
capitalists may prefer to ig
nore, but which working 
class women will not. 

"The actual liberation of 
women, " as Trotsky wrote, 
" is unrealisable on the basis 
of generalised want." 

The only way we can rid 
ourselves of the horror of 
violence against women is to 
create a society where pro
duction is based on need, not 
profit, where men and 
women are equally valued 
and allowed to develop their 
full potential without fear or 
prejudice . Only by working 
together for the socialist 
transformation of society 
can we ac hieve this. 

Bob Stewart , a printer 
from Ventnor, Isle of Wight, 
began to sell our paper 
because of our atlitude to the 
print strike. He took the 
Militant to work and manag
ed to sell 10 papers to his 
"orkmates. Why not follow 
t ht•se two examples? 

Finally a Guardian 
reporter wrnt to Bracknell 
on a Saturday morning and 
alleged that "crowds of peo
ple hurry by ignoring the 
lone Militant seller." So this 
'lone' seller was joined by 
rive more the following 
Saturday and even in this 
'Tory Paradise· 10 papers 
''ere sold. 

at least provide the party with much
needed political discussion . 

his former job, i.e . writing fiction. Readers 
of "Left and Right" will therefore not be 
surprised by his claim in the Edinburgh 
Evening News that he "ran for Britain and 
did the 1 00 metres in 9 . 6 .. " The world 
record is held by Carl Lewis of the USA at 
9 .93 seconds. 

Neil Kinnock, however, has decided that 
' 'the project was not essential to victory 
at the next election and ordered priority 
to be given to work on more immediate 
policy matters" (Daily Telegraph l. Readers 
following the spate of expulsions of Mili
tant supporters recently will know to what 
"immediate matters" our Neil is referring. 
Is democratic socialism not essential to 
victory, or is it just that our leaders have 
forgotten what those principles were in 
the first place? 

Fast fiction 
THOSE WHO have bee--n- following the 
statements of Jeffrey Archer, vice · 
chairman of the Tory Party and the man 
intent on making Thatcher popular will 
know that he hasn't really changed from 

Stinking bureaucracy 
THERE IS a stink of corruption in Stalinist 
Russia . Forty eight tonnes of cheese have 
been lying in a siding since March accor
ding to Pravda . The local manager com
plained the cheese was off way back in. 
that month , but after various visits by 
government officials the 6400 cheeses 
are still standing there smelling to high 
heaven. The latest situation is that a report 
has been sent to t he Ministry of Trade "in 
accordance with the established pro
cedure." Further developments will be 
reported in this column. 
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Tribute to Daisy Rawling 
On Sunday 11 August, Daisy Rawling, Militant supporter and life
long socialist, died at the age of 69. She was a marvellous inspira
tion and example to other comrades, young and old. Right up 

· to the last weeks of her life she was a tireless worker and activist, 
always encouraging and motivating others. CHRISTINE and 
HEATHER RA WLING here present an appreciation of Daisy, 
their friend, mother and comrade. 

"Tyneside's Labour movement 
lost one of its most tireless activists 
when lifelong socialist Dai~v Rawl
ing died this week" (Newcastle 
Evening Chronicle 14/ 8/ 86). 

Over 100 people attended the 
fun eral o f the "political mother" 
of Militant supporters on Tyneside. 
She was an inspiration and exam
ple to us all. 

Up to two months ago Daisy, at 
the age of 69, was selling Militant 
outside the shipyards and outside 
Parsons engineering factory, even 
selling it on her own sometimes . 
She was always fresh in her ap
proach to politics, sometimes even 
more youthful than the youth . 

politics with the nurses and reading 
political books. 

The consultant said that the 
cancer unit at the hospital had a 
world-wide reputation . Doctors 
from as far away as New Zealand 
would pay to be trained there. Yet 
it is run on a shoestring, relying on 
charity to keep going . He had just 
raised a few hundred pounds from 
a salmon lunch. 

They had a computerised system 
for the cervical smear test but they 
were selling the system to other 
health authorities to raise money 
for their unit. 

What an indictment o f 
capitalism that cancer research 
depends on profit for survival! She first had the idea to book 

Newcastle City Hall for a Militant 
meeting two years ago. Her dream 
was realised in March this year 
when one thousand heard Peter 
Taaffe and Derek Hatton speak 
there. 

Little did she know she'd be on 
the platform speaking alongside 
them. It was her first major political 
speech, although she was well 
known for her timely contributions 
in meetings. 

Daisy did not just believe in 
socialism, she practised it. She was 
always helping others, being an un
paid social worker to a street of 
mainly old people, and at one time 
a meals-on-wheels service to the 
Tory lady across the road . 

Daisy's deep commitment to 
socialism and her wide reading, in
cluding Marx, Lenin, Engels and 
Trotsky and her analytical mind 
kept her on the path of Marxism 
even through difficult times like the 
'50s . 

A lifelong socialist, tireless worker and activist, 
fighter ·for women's emancipation 

Fund raising 
Daisy understood the impor

tance of money for building Mili
tant. As an old age pensioner she 
donated £5 every week but she was 
also active in encouraging other 
Militant supporters on Tyneside to 
collect fighting fund from their 
friends and relatives. 

She collected for the miners dur
ing the strike, continuing a lifelong 
tradition of collecting money for 
workers in struggle. In some notes 
of a talk she gave, she wrote: "Two 
things which have stuck with me all 
my life is that the only war worth 
fighting is the class war and that 
you never cross picket lines ... a 
picket line is the workers and if you 
cross it you put yourself on the 
bosses' side." 

Daisy was inspired by the growth 
of Militant's support and influence 
and died confident of a socialist 
future. Yet any defeat of the work
ing class hit her hard . She was bit
terly disappointed when the Tories 
were elected in 1979. She knew bet
ter than any of us what that would 
mean to working men and women. 
The end of the miners' strike sad
dened her. 

No article about her would be 
complete without mentioning her 
commitment to the emancipation 
of women. 

Her mother had been a pioneer 
of birth control in the 1920 s (and 
after eight kids who could blame 
her?). After her own bitter ex
periences she was active in AMS 
(Association for Materernity Ser
vices) in the ' 50s. But she was first 
and foremost a class fighter, 
recognising the need to fight for 
socialism and encourage women to 
get involved in the struggle. 

It is in keeping with her life and 
struggles that a Daisy Rawling Mili
tant Appeal fund has been 
established to pay for a Militant 
day school for women on Tyneside . 
(Donations to Jen Pickard, 2 
Leeming Gardens, Gateshead). 

Daisy was born an atheist and 
died an atheist, and the Interna
tionale was sung at her funeral. 
'Whilst sad we want to celebrate 
her life with the comrades. Her 
death makes us fight that much 
harder.' 

In her words "Our task is the 
building of a daily Militant as a 
powerful weapon in the workers' 
struggles ahead. We have no gold 
in Fort Knox, but by gum we have 
it in Marxism." 

I WAS a Young Socialist in 1934 
and cut my first teeth on an 

Independent Labour Party card. I 
am not going to indulge in a mood 
of "I remember" just for the sake 
of it but to show the deep commit
ment to socialism that one family 
has given to the Labour Party, 
mainl y in East Newcastle. 

There were many more families 
of course, Audre~' Wise's father 
went to the same socialist Sunday 
school in the '20s. John Maclean, 
who held classes on Marxism in 
Glasgow at the turn of the century, 
taught a whole generation, in
cluding my father, who was a life 
long Marxist and a member of the 
Labour Party. 

My mother was five times presi-

..At"' 

dent of Northumberland Women's 
section in the '30s. They were very 
big organisations in those days. She 
had eight children and like most 
people, not much money, but she 
made socialism her life' s work. As 
a life long pacifist she was expell
ed from the Labour Party at the 
beginning of the war after a 
membership going back to its 
beginning. 

James Connolly 
As we have consistently said the 

right wing will not stop at Militant, 
but will attack anyone who 
disagrees with their very narrow 
view of local politics. In my ward 
if you mentioned anything a yard 

She was admitted to hospital for 
a hysterectomy after cancer had 
been diagnosed. Even when she 
was in hospital she was discussing Daisy and husband Jack selling Militant . 

A pound for a workers' paper 
MARVELLOUS examples 
of fundraising are starting to 
come in as Militant sup
porters set about the task of 
raising the £70,000 we need 
to reach this quarter's target. 

A collection at the DHSS 
central office in Newcastle 
raised £56 from the CPSA 
members' own pockets, 
which is the best response to 
the attack made against them 
in the Tory press last week. 

The slogan of "a pound 
for a workers' paper" is be
ing taken up with great suc
cess around the country . 
Almost £25 was raised in 
Swansea last week in extras 
for the paper. £19 was rais
ed in Southampton, while in 
Ipswich £8.25. was collected 
in "solidarity price". 

We appeal to every reader 
to contribute to the financ
ing and expansion of the 
Militant by paying the 
solidarity price of a pound or 
more for the paper each 
week. 

From every area we need 
a massive campaign now to 
meet the midway target of 
£35,000 by 16 September, 
only three weeks away. 

£10,000 
We need to recei ve 

£10,000 a week, and we are 
relying upon your efforts. 

Special thanks this week 
to Mary Thomas from 
Harlow TUC Pensioners 
who donated £1 and gives 
regularly, and to Michio ltoh 

a Japanese supporter who 
donated · £40. $10 was also 
received from a Canadian 
reader. 

OTHER DONATIONS this 
week include: Geoff Curl 
from Nottingham £1 0; 
Charlie Allom a pensioner 
from Ryde 70p; R Bradley 
Ossett NALGO £20; Paul 
Mullins of Ealing IRSF £1 0 ; 
P Petty a sacked SOGAT 
member £2.20 and S Han
son (8 years old) 20p both 
from Sittingbourne. Dave 
Subacelin £50; E Maxten 
from the Isle of Wight £1 0; 
From Hackney, A Scar
borough £35 and H Chap
man £5. £20 was raised at 
a readers' meeting in 
Chesterfield. 

1 Eastern 
2 London West 
3 South 
4 Humberside 
S London South West 
b London North East 
7 Yorkshire 
8 East Midlands 
9 Merseyside 

1 0 South East 
11 North 
1 2 Scotland West 
13 Wales East 
1 4 London South East 
1 S Manchester/Lancs 
1 b South West 
17 Wales West 
18 West Midlands 
19 Scotland East 

National 

306 
178 
175 
133 

70 
137 
236 

91 
209 

75 
70 
76 
35 : 
30 
58 
13 
49 
34 

0 
467 -

outside its boundaries they don't 
know what you are talking about. 
Even Newcastle West is a pro
hibited area. 

My earliest memories are of col
lecting for James Connolly's 
widow. He was the Irish Marxist 
shot by the British in 1916. He 
fought all his life for workers' 
solidarity in Ireland against the 
capitalist system, Irish or British. 

We also collected for Italian 
comrades-communists, murdered 
by Mussolini and for miners in 
1926 and for Spanish workers in 
1936. My family took hard knocks 
from the right wing in their day but 
remained socialists all their lives 
and never went after the glittering 
prizes that so many of the others 
were seduced by. 

There are people in the party just 
as dedicated today who have been 
or are under threat of expulsion. If 
we had had more Militant MPs in 
the party in 1945 we would not be 
fighting these battles again today. 

Jack Rawling, sitting here beside 
me, is 80 years old this year and has 
done all the hard graft in the 
Labour Party, the foot-slogging 
and knocking on doors. I am 69. 
Let the young today take up the 
challenge. 

We have had enough martyrs, let 
us see that we get a socialist govern
ment committed to socialist ' 
policies in this generation. 

3450 
2900 
3100 
2300 
1500 
3550 
15600 
3050 
7000 
2400 
4550 
13850 
,2150 
12250 
4150 
.2150 
3350 
14500 
3200 

... !5000 
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THIS YEAR'S TUC Congress 
takes place at a crucial time. 
Working people across the 
country will be looking to the 
supreme parliament of the 
trade union movement to pro
vide a clear way forward, in 
particular, in hammering out a 
firm socialist programme for 
Labour at the next election. 

By Nick Toms 

ln the last seven years working 
people have been battered by the 
Tories. Unemployment has 
rocketed to record levels with an in
crease of 50,000 in the last month 
alone. If the government figures 
were recalculated on the pre-1979 
basis there would be over 3.9 
million officially on the dole . 

Many basic indust ries have been 
reduced to a fract ion of their 
former size. Public services have 
been decimated through privatisa
tion and cuts. The basic rights of 
ordinary working people have been 
undermined through a series of 
anti-union laws. 

But now the Tories are on the 
rack . Crises over Westland, Rover , 
Libya and more recently over Nor
thern Ireland and South Africa 
have shattered the confidence of 
the government. The prospect of a 
Labour victory a t the polls is fill
ing working people with new con
fiden~e and optimism. At last an 
end is in sight to the misery of the 
Thatcher years. 

Concern and alarm 
But faced with this marvellous 

opportunity, many activists in the 
labour movement have looked at 
recent developments within the 
TUC and Labour Party with grow
ing concern and alarm. Some of the 
policies being put forward by the 
Labour leadership are to be 
welcomed. ln particular, the pro
posals to reduce unemployment by 
a million a year, to introduce a 
statutory minimum wage and to 
improve and restore employment 
rights at work. 

But none of this can compensate 
for the virtual abandonment of 
renationalisation, the endless talk 
about 'realistic' priorities for 
restoring cuts in public expenditure 
and, worst of all, the plans being 
put forward to keep some of the 
provisions of the Tories anti-union 
laws on the statute books. 

The leaders of the labour move
ment seem to have drawn all the 
wrong conclusions from the ex
periences and struggles of working 
people over the last seven years. 

The magnificent miners' strike, 
the NGA dispute at Warrington 
and the banning of trade unions at 
GCHQ all dealt crushing blows to 
the ideas of 'New Realism'-that 
workers will not fight and, 
therefore, there must be com
promise with the Tories-advanced 
by individuals like Len Murray and 
Alistair Graham after the 1983 
general election. 

The miners' strike, above all, 
demonstrated the gulf that has 
opened up between the classes in 

Lea Hall Pit, March 1984. Scenes like this during the miners' strike-graphically demonstrating the role of the police and the state to break the strike- have 
forced open an unprecedented gulf between the classes in Britain. Photo John Harris (IFL) 

British society. Despite its defeat, 
it marked a watershed for the 
labour movement. Beyond doubt it 
showed the need for a fighting 
socialist trade union leadership. 

Yet since the end of the miners' 
strike the ideas of 'New Realism' 
have begun to re-emerge. The right 
~ing trade union leaders have look
ed at the miners' strike with the 
same horror that their counterparts 
looked at the 1926 General Strike 
and repeat, like them, "Never 
Again!" Congress also takes place 
against the background of the eight 
month-old News International 
dispute. Had the print union 
leaders drawn on the rich lessons 
of the miners ' strike, and cam
paigned amongst tl;!eir members for 
a spreading of the dispute 
throughout Fleet Street then there 
is little doubt it could have been 
won months ago. 

Instead, however, they have 
limited the dispute to an ineffectual 
'boycott' campaign and attempting 
to maintain a good 'media image' . 
In their efforts to steer clear of the 
Tories anti-union laws and the 
courts the SOGAT leaders have 
now gone to the disgraceful lengths 
of threatening some of their 
members with disciplinary action 
should they continue to try and 
organise effective pickets outside 
the News International plants. As 
if 'reasonableness' and 'good 
publicity' will have any real effect 
on the ruthless Murdoch. 

The attitude of the print union 
leaders has enabled the TUC to sit 
on the sidelines for much of the 
dispute. Even when faced with the 
disgusting role of the EETPU 
leaders the TUC felt able to con
tent themselves with no more than 
a slap on the wrist before even ask-

- ing Eric Hammond, the EETPU 
general secretary, to intervene in 
negotiations to solve the dispute! 

Far from any of this 'modera
tion'leading to a victory for the 
printers, it has merely prolonged 
the dispute and encouraged Mur
doch and the police to go on the of
fensive. This has been highlighted 

recently by the victimisation of a 
number of activists including Mili
tant supporter, NGA member, 
Peter J arvis. 

The ideas of 'New Realism' have 
also made an appearance under 
the new guise of ' modernising' the 
trade unions. 

Not surprisingly, these ideas 
have been advanced with greatest 
enthusiasm by the right wing of the 
trade unions . The ' no-strike' 
agreements and sweetheart deals 
made by unions such as the EET
PU and the AEU have become In
famous throughout the labour 
movement. 

The ideas of 'New Realism' have 
also begun to be taken up by a 
number of formerly ' soft left ' and 
'left' trade union leaders. In an in
terview with Bill Morris, the new 
deputy general secretary of the 
TGWU, the Financial Times 
(10/ 6/ 86) felt able to comment that 
" the old leftism and the new 
realism are combining." Bill Mor
ris himself stated: "We are aware 
there have to be small steps, certain 
temporary shifts of position. But 
pragmatism and socialism are in no 
way incompatible providing we 
maintain a firm idea and position.' ' 

Pop concerts 
One of the foremost exponents 

of these ideas has been John Ed
monds, the new general secetary of 
GMBATU. In an article in a recent 
edition of New Socialist he stated, 
" Unions-let's face it-haven't 
been able to stop poverty pay and 
appalling conditions in these areas. 
(Amongst low paid women workers 
etc.-NT) Nor, since they have not 
been able to prevent job losses and 
redundancies, can they base their 
appeal on an argument that 
unionism is all that stands between 
a worker and job insecurity." 

In place of 'no longer plausible' 
pledges will have to come 'a new 
form of trade unionism'. This will 
involve trade unions trying to draw 
together, isolated, fragmented 
groups with a programme of 

demands for 'individual' level 
changes . 

Trade unions he says, must "in
creasingly find a stronger place in 
the non-work areas of the lives of 
members and potential members. 
Trade unionism ought to be central 
to popular culture-to local group 
expression and participation, from 
sports to rock concerts . . . Unions 
can and should provide benefits for 
members not only as workers, but 
also as consumers, as holiday
makers, as parents, as motorists 
and so on ." 

This 'way forward ' for the trade 
unions has also been echoed by in
dividuals like Tom Sawyer of 
NUPE and Peter Carter, the Com
munist Party Industrial Organiser, 
in his pamphlet Trade Unions: The 
New Reality. 

Nor are these benefits, in 
GMBATU at least, to be limited to 
union members and potential 
members . Launching a new drive 
into the high-technology industry 
recently, Edmonds explained "We 
have more experience than any in
dustrial relations department in any 
company in the country. lf a 
company-a UK company or an 
international company-wants to 
set up in this country they will 
know that not only will they get 
from us detailed knowledge of ex
isting law, for instance, but also ad
vice, help and support to set up a 
successful company \\'ithin the 
British environment. " 

Underscoring all of these 
arguments put forward by Ed
monds and others is the idea that 
the trade unions have been gravely 
weakened under the Tories and, in 
the words of Edmonds, "are in 
danger of finding themselves utter
ly irrelevant to the needs of 
workers.'' 

Certainly , unemployment and 
the destruction of manufacturing 
industry under Thatcher have taken 
their toll on union membership, 
which has fallen from around 12 
million in 1980 to around nine and 
a half million today. But unlike the 
1920s when membership fell by 

half at one stage, there has been no 
major haemorrhage or exodus 
from the unions. 

Despite all the anti-union legisla
tion and the attacks of this govern
ment the trade union organisations 
have remained intact. A recent 
survey by t he Engineering 
Employers Federation, reported in 
the Financial Times (28/ 5/ 86), 
found that the closed shop "is alive 
and well in engineering" being 
featured in 64. 1 per cent of 
establishments for manual staff 
and 11 .6 per cent for white-collared 
staff. 

The Financial Times also com
mented that "the EEF survey sug
gests union organisation at the 
workplace is still very much a 
presence". There was a convenor 
at 89 per cent of establishments and 
a joint shop stewards committee at 
72 per cent of those firms surveyed. 
Above all, the magnificent results 
in the political levy ballots have 
underlined the tremendous loyalty 
working people have towards their 
traditional organisations. 

No middle way 
If the unions face any danger, of 

becoming "irrelevant to the needs 
of working people" then it is sole
ly because of the abject failure of 
the trade union leaders to lead an 
effective struggle against the 
ravages of the Tories . The way to 
prevent this from happening will 
not be, as Edmonds suggests, for 
trade unions to involve themselves 
in sport and pop concerts. It will 
be through re-arming the unions 
with a fighting socialist leadership 
capable of defending the interests 
of working people. 

In reality, the ideas of New 
Realism are not based on the 
weakness of the trade unions- but 
on the weakness of the trade union 
leaders. 

Capitalism faces a desperate, 
fundamental crisis for which there 
is no lasting solution other than the 
complete socialist transformation 
of society. Gone for ever are the -
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Norman Willis, TUC general secretary. Photo Militant Brenda Dean talking to printworkers lobbying the TUC as it discussed the EETPU role in staffing the scab Wapping plant. 

boom years of the 1950s and 1960s. 
With the end of the boom went the 
days of collaboration and com
promise, of "tea and cucumber 
sandwiches" at No 10 Downing 
Street. 

Even the smallest struggles in the 
workplace today are more often 
than not "win or lose" situations 
with no real in-between or room 
for negotiation. The death agony 
of capitalism has undermined for 
ever the social basis on which the 
reformist ideas of the trade union 
leaders rested. 

Trotsky pointed out that in such 
a period the trade unions can either 
serve as instruments for disciplin
ing workers and obstructing their 
struggle, or, they can become in · 
struments playing a key role in the 
socialist transformation. 

But because the trade union 
leaders have no confidence in their 
members' ability to struggle, they 
have no understanding or strategy 
in the face of a far more ruthless 
and determined employing class. 

They have therefore abandoned 
the very idea of struggle and under 
the guise of 'modernising' the trade 
unions they are rummaging at the 
bottom of the barrel of the old fail
ed policies of the past. They want 
to return to the earliest days of 
trade unionism when the trade 
unions were little more than benefit 
societies for their members. 

In the process they have forgot
ten the other side of the early 
history of trade unionism, the 
traditions of struggle and 
sacrifice. These traditions will 
become increasingly relevant in the 
coming period despite the best 
endeavours of some trade union 
leaders. 

It is these ideas of latter day 
'New Realism' that also stand 
behind the wholesale abandonment 
of many o.f the socialist policies and 
aspirations of the Labour Party by 
many of the leaders. 

Thatcher, it is claimed, has not 
only 'weakened the unions', she 
has also supposedly 'won the 
arguments ' and 'shifted politics in 
Britain to the right'. As Peter 
Carter attempts to explain in his 
pamphlet mentioned above the 
Tories have succeeded(!) in impos
ing "a new vision on British socie
ty in which socialist values are en
tirely absent, and support for col
lective responsibility is replaced by 
individual greed." 

Basing themselves upon 
argument s such as these, the trade 
union leaders, even a number of 
those formerly on the Left, have 
fallen in behind Neil Kinnock and 
the right wing of the Labour Par
ty. They desperately want a Labour 
government at any price which they 
see as the only hope for the future. 
In the words of Jimmy Knapp: 
"the NUR has no future without a 
Labour government" . 

If Neil Kinnock says that a 
Labour victory will only be achiev
ed through Labour appearing 
'moderate' with 'extreme' socialist 
policies being ditched as 'im
possibilist' then they are prepared 
to go along with that. lf strikes and 
disputes are ' unpopular' then the 

trade union leaders will do what 
they can to prevent them. 

A Labour victory is without 
doubt the top priority for the ma
jority of trade union members and 
the Marxists in the movement will 
be to the forefront of Labour's 
election campaign. Militant sup
porters will be the hardest fighters 
for a Labour victory . 

But if victory is to be guaranteed 
then a socialist programme is not 
just so much unnecessary baggage. 
It must be a vital component part 
of Labour's strategy to li ft the 
hopes of ordinary working people, 
to offer them a way forward out of 
the nightmare of their present day 
existence. 

Socialist policies are not un
popular as the Liverpool coun
cillors have shown over the last 
three years. They have simply never 
been put by Labour's leaders"", ex
plained or campaigned on. 

Labour's leaders risk committing 

trade unions, in the absence of any 
alternative, have for the time being 
been prepared to go along with the 
strategy of the leaders. In the in
terests of unity and achieving a 
Labour victory they have been 
prepared to bide their time, reserve 
judgerhent and even accept certain 
moves io'rh!' right in policy and the 
witch-hunt. 

In the absence of any clear lead 
from the top and with limited ap
parent prospects for success in 
struggle then a section of activists , 
as well , have drawn the conclusion 
that, for the moment, there is lit
tle choice but to hold back their 
members, negotiate the best deals 
possible and wait for the return of 
Labour to power . 

But all of the crushing problems 
facing working people . remain: 
privatisation, low pay and poverty 
wages together witl:! a seemingly 
endless attack on working condi
tions by the employers. Even 

This desire for change was 
superbly illustrated in the election 
for a new general secretary in the 
CPSA following the welcome 
departure of Alistair Graham to the 
Industrial Society. The right wing 
in the CPSA were supremely con
fident that thei r candidate, John 
Ellis, would be swept into office 
with a big majority. 

Ellis himself went on holiday at 
the start of the election campaign. 
They received the shock of their 
lives when the election result reveal
ed a brilliant victory for 'Broad 
Left ' candidate and Militant sup
porter John MaCreadie. 

Whilst a section o f activists may 
have accepted, for the moment , the 
strategy of the trade union leaders, 
the attitude of the rank and file as 
to what th ey hope to gain from a 
future Labour government is poles 
apart from the trade uni-on tops. 

A delegate to this year's NUPE 
conference expressed this 

Trafalgar Square, April. A worker heckles a speech by Norman Willis at a mass trade union rally in support of sack-
ed print workers . Photo : Andrew W iard (Report) 11 ' 

a serious mistake in jettisoning all 
remnants of socialist or radical 
policies . Far from their strategy 
guaranteeing victory it could throw 
the election away. 

Without doubt the broad mass 
of workers have a tremendous 
desire for a Labour government 
and an end to the Tories' rule. It 
is this and not the strategy of Kin
nock and the Labour leadership 
that makes the victory of Labour 
the most likely result of the next 
general election. 

In the course of the past year the 
trade union leaders have cynically 
exploited this desire for a Labour 
victory to drive through right wing 
poliCies at the union conferences 
together with a witch-hunt against 
the Marxists in the Labour move
ment. They have also succeeded in 
the interests of 'un ity' and 'not 
rocking the boat' in sti fling many 
struggles and potential disputes. 

The trade union leaders would, 
however, be fool ish in the extreme 
if they were to believe that the tem
porary setbacks for the Marxists 
and the Left at this year's union 
conferences gives them any 
grounds for confidence in the 
future. 

A layer of act ivists within the 

before the next election, if backed 
into a corner and given no way out, 
then workers will move into strug
gle in spite of the efforts of the 
trade union leaders to prevent it. 

This was shown clearly in the re
cent dispute involving UCW 
members over changes in their 
working conditions. If the Tories 
push ahead with their plans to ex
tend compulsory tendering in local 
government, threatening tens of 
thousands of jobs, then here too a 
major struggle could develop . 

In reality, the trade union leaders 
are sitti ng on the frustrations and 
problems of their members like a 
huge pressure cooker waiting to ex
plode. Beneath the surface in the 
trade unions there is a growing 
wind of change. 

Support for Labour 
A recent poll conducted by a 

Sunday newspaper revealed that 
only 42 per cent of shopfloor 
workers felt their union executives 
looked after their interests· com
pared with 55 per cent ten years 
ago . There is a feeli n·g developing 
that union leaders and officials are 
out of touch with the ordinary 
members. 

graphically when he said "Our sup
port for Labour is not uncondi
tional. All the hours we spend on 
the door knocker and canvassing 
fot support for Labour amongst 
our members have a price at the 
end of the day . We want a Labour 
government that will defend the in
terests of our people in the same 
way Thatcher has defended the in
terests of her people''. 

This speech was received with 
great applause at the same con
ference that saw a decisive victory 
for the right on policy and on the 
witch-hunt. 

Despite the best efforts of Neil 
Kinnock to show himself 'safe' and 
'reliable' the ruling class are filled 
with trepidation at the prospect of 
labour winning the general 
election. 

An article in the Daily Telegraph 
(3 / 6/ 86) clearly testified to this 
when it stated "the political percep
tion influencing thinking is down 
to earth. A Labour administration 
will shift the balance of power from 
management back to Labour ... the 
rumbling about settling old scores 
if the political tide changes is never 
far from the surface" and further 
"the ground is starting to shift. 
Unions, attempting to cash in on 

Labour's revival are growing more 
confident at the negotiat ing table 
and niggling disputes-are reappear
ing. The government is tending to 
overstate its case that there are no 
industrial relations problems or 
that they are a thing of the past.'' 

Regardless of the attitude of the 
Labour leaders, the ruling class 
clearly understand that a Labour 
victory would enormously revive 
the confidence and aspirations of 
working people. Workers sacked or 
vict imised during That cher ' s 
government would be taken back 
into the workforce. 

No matter what Neil Kinnock 
feel s about ·1 general amnesty for 
sacked miners it would become an 
accomplished fact. After eight 
years of hardship and misery under 
Thatcher workers would be look
ing to recoup all that has been lost. 

A Labour government would 
come under tremendous pressure to 
carry through reforms far greater 
than they may originally intend. 

The Labour government of 
I 974/75 was elected on a pro
gramme of refor ms in some 
respects much greater than those 
being put fo rward by the Labour 
leadership today, Denis Healey, for 
example, promised to "squeeze the 
rich until the pips squeaked". But 
because the Labour leaders were 
not prepared to break with 
capitalism, then inevitably the 
capitalist crisis forced them to go 
from reforms to counter reforms 
and capitulate to big business. They 
paved the way for Thatcher. 

Transform society 
If the present Labour and trade 

union leaders fail to grasp the net
tle of capitalism and transform 
society on a socialist basis, lock, 
stock and barrel, then they too will 
be forced to go down the same sad 
road of the last Labour govern
ment. In that situation the full 
wrath of the working class would 
be upon them. The pressure cooker 
will explode in their faces. 

A new Labour government 
operating under conditions of 
capitalist crisis would open up mass 
opposition within the trade unions 
and the Labour Party. The.ideas of 
Marxism would flourish across the 
labour movement. What has taken 
place in the CPSA would spread 
throughout the trade unions. The 
Broad Lefts, now in some cases a 
small minority would emerge as the 
leadership of a number of unions . 

The TUC Congress this week 
faces a clear choice. Either they can 
give a clear lead in putting forward 
a fighting socialist programme, in 
which case workers will respond 
and the labour movement will 
become a head taller, or they can 
continue down their present road. 

In the latter case they too, in the 
course of time, will be swept aside 
in a rising tide of Marxism re
arming and re-building the labour 
movement from top to bottom with 
the ideas of socialism. This will 
prepare the way for the struggle to 
end capitalism for good and to 
build a socialist society. 
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Chile 

Pinochet regime is disintegrating 
This is the first part of a two- part article by 
Alejandro Rojas. To be continued next week. 

CHILE STANDS on the edge of a 
revolutionary upheaval that will 
open a new chapter in the history 
of the working class. 

The divisions among the bour
geoisie, radicalisation of the mid
dle class and heroic movements by 
the youth signify that the revolu
tion has begun. 

Despite the use of troops against 
protests in May and July, and con
tin uing torture and repression, the 
regime has never been in a weaker 
position. This is reflected in almost 
daily disagreements and spli ts 
within the ruli ng military Junta, 
which has the blood of an 
estimated 30 ,000 workers and 
youth on its hands . 

So isolated is Pinochet that he 
could not win a majority fo r re
introducing a State of Siege. Fear
ing the tidal wave which is building 
up, one after another of the arm
ed forces ' chiefs came out against 
Pinochet 's objective of staying on 
in power after 1989 (when the 
military are due to step down under 
their rigged constitution of 1980). 

However, the clearest indication 
of divisions at the top has been the 
recent arrest of 38 serving and 
retired officers (including four 
generals a nd four colonels, 
amongst them ex-Junta member 
and Air Force head Gustavo 
Leigh)-for "illegal" killings and 
disappearances in 1976! 

Final days 
Such developments signal the 

final days of the regime. The ar
rests are almost certain ly 
Pinochet 's answer to those in the 
armed forces who are bowing to 
the increasing pressure from US 
imperialism and Chilean capitalists 
that Pinochet must stand down and 
a llow a return to parliamentary 
democracy. 

The arrests give an added twist 
of irony to the revolution. For in 
Chile, more officers have been ar
rested for murder and torture 
under the dictatorship than in 
Argentina after the fall of the 
Generals! 

The dictatorship is now totally 
isolated. Chilean capitalism, col
laborating with US imperialism, is 
cautiously trying to piece together 
an alternative to the dictatorship, 
and remove it from power . 

These developments are a 
testimony to the tremendous strug
gle spearheaded by the youth, 
especially during the last three 
years. The movement of the 
masses, not the intentions of the 
ruling class, has been the decisive 
issue. 

On the other hand, the question 
is clearly posed: why, if the move-

ment is so determined and the 
regime so weak, has it been able to 
cling to power? Why, if Lenin's 
three objective conditions for 
socialist revolution (splits among 
the ruling class, a neutralised mid
dle class , and willingness to strug
gle by the working class) exist, has 
the regime not been overthrown? 

This question, increasingly being 
asked by the youth and activists in 
the interior, raises the crucial issues 
of perspectives for the Chilean 
revolution and the programme of 
the workers' parties. 

For it is the absence of Lenin's 
fourth condition, a Marxist leader
ship. which is now acting as a brake 
on the revolution. 

Every revolution tests all ideas, 
methods and st rategies-not in the 
abstract but in the heat of class 
struggle, where the issues are 
fought o ut in the sharpest possible 
manner. Ideas are put to the 
clearest exami nation , demon
strating their validity or falseness . 
Chile is no exception. 

Within the underground, the 
Communist Party is currently the 
largest organisation . Better 
prepared for clandestine work, and 
with long traditions, it has built a 
powerful influence amongst the 
youth, and plays a dominant role 
in the MOP (the main alliance of 
the left) . The CP has a crucial 
responsibility in the development 
of the revolution. 

The Socialist Party at this stage 
is fragmented, lacking the power
fu l structure and membership cur
rently enjoyed by the CP. 
However, with massive latent sup
port and the tradition of being the 
party of Allende, the SP will 
emerge as the dominant working
class party when, with the fall of 
the dictatorship, the masses fl ood 
into political life . 

The CP's so-called "two-stages" 
theory, involving an alliance with 
a "progressive wing" of Chilean 
capitalism to secure a period of 
stable parliamentary democracy, is 
being tested in practice. And it has 
been found wanting, unable to 
bring the movement to a successful 
conclusion. 

Chilean capitalism has demon
strated that it has no progressive 
role to play in the revolution , 
before or after the fall of the 
dictatorship. 

The dominant sections of the 
capitalist class , together with US 
imperialism, have moved into con
flict with the regime because they 
fear the rising movement of the 
masses. By reform from the top, 
they hope to prevent revolution 
from below. 

A return to parliamentary rule 
thus serves their interests better, at 

Funeral of Rodrigo Rojas, burnt alive by thugs in uniform during the general strike of 2-3 July . 

this moment , than military-police 
dictatorship-even though these 
latter-day converts to "demo
cracy" are the same who organis
ed or supported the coup in 1973 . 

In the course of the movement 
against the regime it has been 
shown what the idea of securing an 
alliance with these "progressive 
capitalists" really means. It has 
served to extend the life of the 
Pinochet dictatorship, by holding 
back the movement of the workers 
and youth. 

In seeking an alliance with the 
main capitalist party, the Christian 
Democracy, the workers' leaders 
have constantly delayed the strug
gle. Most graphically this has been 
shown around the issue of the 
general strike. 

As the protests have continued 
month after month, pressure has 
mounted from the ranks for the 
calling of a general strike . The 
youth, in particular, have drawn 
the co-rrect conclusion that more 
than protests are needed to over
throw the dictatorship . 

But the workers' leaders , 
dominated by the CP, have con
stantly held back from calling a 
general strike until the Christian 
Democracy will support it. 

When the first general strike was 
called in October 1984, the answer 
was clear: the Christian 
Democracy, fearing the movement 
of the masses above anything else, 
refused to support the strike. 

The failure of the Christian 
Democracy to act decisively, coupl
ed with the deepening of the crisis, 
has now led to a certain disillusion
ment among their followers, and a 
general radicalisation throughout 

Chilean society, affecting not only 
the working class and youth but the 
middle class as well. 

It began with elections in the 
universities last year. The massive 
swing to the left, among a section 
belonging to the upper layers of 
society, shook the whole of Chile. 
For the MOP in the first round 
came within a few votes of 
defeating the Christian Democracy. 
In the second round, victory for the 
MOP was a virtual certainty. 

13-year-old Nadia Fuentes: shot dead 
by the military on 2 July on her way 
home from the baker's . 

However, to avoid the crisis this 
would have provoked, and 
demonstrate to the Christian 
Democracy the "reliability" of the 
workers' leaders, the MOP 
withdrew its list! Thus a tremen
dous opportunity was lost . 

For had the MOP stayed firm, 
it would have caused a split in the 
Christian Democracy. A section 
would have been drawn behind the 
MOP, rather than see the Christian 

Democracy win with the votes of 
Pinochet supporters . 

Nevertheless the radicalisation 
has continued and support for the 
workers' parties has increased. 
Most importantly, in recent trade 
union elections in the crucial Chu
quicamata copper mine, the Chris
tian Democracy was defeated 
among the white-collar as well as 
the manual workers-a clear in
dication of the movement away 
from the populist Christian 
Democracy towards the workers' 
parties. 

Strikes 
These developments have been 

accompanied by strikes among 
teachers, doctors and other layers 
of the middle class. Recent protests 
have included a high participation 
by previous supporters of the 
regime, the bus owners and truck 
drivers . 

A more favourable opportunity 
for the workers' parties to take the 
lead and organise a movement to 
overthrow the regime could hard
ly be wished for. 

The disintegration of the state 
apparatus at the top has been ac
companied by important incidents 
below, among the soldiers and con
scripts who make up 60 per cent of 
the armed forces . Despite the use 
of the most hardened sections of 
troops in brutal acts of repression, 
among other sections clear support 
for the workers and youth can be 
seen. 

Thirteen soldiers were arrested 
recently for singing anti
government songs in the streets. 
From some barracks come reports 
of soldiers writing on bullets the 
names of officers for whom they 
are intended! 

Under such conditions the 
workers ' parties could win over
whelming support for a decisive 
movement against the regime. 

~~:::: : : ::: ::: ::: : : :: : : : ::: ::: : : : ::::: : : :::::::::::::::: .: : : : : ::::: ::::::::: : ::::: ::: :: :::: :: :: : :: :::: : :::: : : ::: : : : : : ::::: : : : ::: ::: :::::::::: :: : : : : .. ;:;::::::::::·.:.:::·:::·.·:·: :·:·::jj· 

Chile meeting 
:::: THE LONDON LPYS has called a 
} public meeting on Thursday 11 
} September to commemorate the 
:::: 13.th anniversary of Pinochet's 
::::coup d'etat. 
··-: lt is likely that this year ' s an 
:::: niversary will unleash mass pro
:::: tests , possibly heralding the 
{downfall of the regime. Chile is < living through dramatic t imes. 
} Find out more at the meeting. 
·:·: Speakers will include John 
} Ellen, National Chairman of the 
.. 

LPYS . Eric Heffer MP and Terry .. 
Fields MP have been invited . 
VENUE: Conway Hall , Red Lion 
Square (nearest tube : Holborn ) .. . 
TIME: 7.30 pm. 

On Saturday 6 September the 
London LPYS is organising street 
collections to raise money for 
Chilean dock workers. Every YS · · 
should be out with rattling tins 
and leaflets advertising Thurs
day's meeting . 

Pinochet and accomplices: deserted even by the capitalists who installed them in power. : ::::-:-:-:-:-:-::: : : : : :::: -: : : : : : :::::-:-:: : ::::::-:-:::::: : : : : : : : ::::: :::::::;::::: : :::::::::::::::::::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::: : :::: : : : :::::::::: :::::::::: ::::: : :::::::: :: :::::~; 
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Greece :worl<ers fight 
ON 29 JULY the year
old dispute at Edok
Eter, Greece's second
biggest construction 
company, took a 
dramatic turn when 
workers occupied 
Athens Cathedral to 
focus attention on their 
demands. 

company closure 
The workers are fighting 

against closure of the com
pany, caused by the bosses' 
mismanagement, and fo r a 
year's unpaid wages. 

Management has run up 
debts of 17 billion drachmas 
(£85 million). The company 
owes 670 million drachmas 
(£3.35 million) to the state 
ahd 780 million drachmas 
(£4 million) to the workers' 
insurance fund . But instead 
of investing this money in 
production, they have 
squandered it on luxuries 
such as private planes. 

As early as 1982 the 
workers told the Pasok 
(Socialist) government what 
was happening, and warned 
that the company would 
close. But the government 
took no action. 

Without support from 
their national leadership, the 
workers have fought a long 
and militant campaign. The 
only tendency giving them 
real support have been sup
porters of Xekinamah, 
Marxist paper in the Greek 
labour movement. 

Discussion 
Intensive discussions have 

taken place among the ac
tivists in the struggle, and 
many of Xekinamah 's 
demands have been taken up 
by the Edok-Eter workers: 
* Nationalise the company 
under workers' control and 
management! 

ed into the cathedral. 
The authorities reacted 

with alarm. Water, electrici
ty and phone were im
mediately cut off. The police 
were called and surrounded 
the cathedral. 

The activists responded 
with a fraternal appeal to the 
rank-and-file police: "The 
State has told you to beat 
workers who cannot eat. 
Your brothers, sisters, 
mothers and fathers are 
workers also. Tomorrow 
they will tell you to beat 
them up!" 

* Nationalisation of the con
struction industry, under 
workers' control and 
ma·nagement! 

Many of the police were 
obvio usly sy mpathetic 
towards the workers, and 
hostile towards their own of
ficers. When the workers 
shouted their support for a 
police trade union, 
policemen smiled in 
agreement. 

(Above) Workers ' banners on the Cathedral steps; (below) debating with the police . 

* Election of all workers' 
representatives, subject to 
the right of immediate recall. 

summed up the conclusion 
of many workers, when he 
told Xekinamah supporiers: 

ON 1 AUGUST Greece's Pasok (Socialist) government 
abolished rent control, supposedly to "liberalise" the 
housing market and ease the housing shortage. 

At an earlier stage the 
workers had occupied the 
company offices. When 
they resorted to occupation 
of the cathedral , Xekinamah 
supporters decided to go 
through the experience with 
them. 

The occupation was timed 
for the day before a national 
celebration which the Presi
dent would attend. At mid
night 160 workers and 
Xekinamah supporters mov-

When it became clear that 
the police were re! uctant to 
act against the workers, 
special plain-clothes police 
were moved in to clear the 
cathedral. But the workers 
had won the political argu
ment , and marched out in a 
bold demonstration, singing 
songs of struggle. 

"After ten years, you are the 
first real revolutionaries I 
have seen. This st ruggl e 
could not have continued so 
long without Xekina111ah. 
Next time we will chain 
ourselves to the Prime 
Minister's office, lock the 
chain so the police can't 
remove us, and give the key 
to Xekinamah!" 

From correspondents 
in Athens 

The result has been a doubling and trebling of rents 
in many cases, and a 1 00 per cent increase in evic
tion notices. Workers on the average income of £300 
per month might now pay half their wages on rent. 

This attack has been followed by a 1 5 per cent rise 
in public utility charges. Workers are furious and the 
leaders of the GSEE (trades union federation) have 
warned that the rent issue must be resolved, or it will 
lead to "serious social conflict" . 

Protest strikes have been called in seven cities on 
20 August-an indication of the storms that will erupt 
if labour leaders persist in their policies of trying to 
salvage the floundering capitalist economy. The presi dent of the 

Edok-Eter Workers' Union 

USA: silence before the storm 
A TELEVISION feature on the state 
of Louisiana the other Sunday 
recreated the Depression of the 1930s 
before my eyes. 

Louisiana is an oil state. It was rich 
because of the liquid gold which was 
expected from the land and from the 
seas offshore . 

Now the rigs along the Gulf coast 
are stand ing like giant dinosaur 
skeletons, begi nning to rust away like 
the steel mills in the Rust Belt further 
north. The sou nd of Depression has 
taken over-a vast si lence. 

The television shows you the 
ha unted eyes of people in Louisiana . 

"I've worked for 21 years, never 
missed a day and earned good money 
working for oil. Now there's 
nothing", says one man . He is one of 
the 50,000 who lost their jobs because 

US STEELWORKERS are on the move. USX, the country's largest steel 
producer, is strikebound. At issue are cuts in pay and concessions which 
USX is demanding of its 21,200 employees . 

Last month L TV, the number two steel producer. tried to cancel the 
health and insurance benefits of 66,000 retired workers. The 
steelworkers struck, and claimed victory in only six days. 

This is against the background of complete stagnation in US industrial 
production and continual attempts by the bosses to make workers pay. 
Local authority. timber and Greyhound bus workers have all b..:en in ac
tion recently. 

of the world oil glut and falling prices. 
" What's a catastrophe for us looks 

like a celebration for other parts of the 
country where the cost of oil has drop
ped steeply", says another. " It affects 
sleep , eating habits; you're li ving on 
the edge" . 

The catastrophe hits the individual, 
th company, the state. Louisiana has 

lost $625 million. The city of New 
Orleans is cutting its police and fire 
departments. Other oil states like 
Oklahoma and Texas · are going 
through the same experience. 

People are trying to find new jobs. 
It's a terrible struggle for non-existent 
jobs. 

A black man with a Master's degree 

in geology sells clothing in a shopping 
mall. He receives no salary but only 
a commission on sales, which does not 
give him enough to get by. 

"I can ' t see any light at the end of 
the tunnel" , he says in despair. 

The silence of the Gulf coast is fear
ful. It has the sound of Depression. 
We of the older generation went 
through it fifty years ago, and we can 
feel empathy with people who suffer 
today. 

But the American Dream of riches 
wi ll be shattered once and for all this 
time around, and the reverberations 
will be felt around the world. 

From Betty Traun 
in New York 

- . 

SA Marxists 
attacked _ .· 

THE DEBATE on policy 
in the ranks of the 
African National Con
gress of South Africa was 
highlighted by a report in 
the SA Sunday Times (cir
culation 3.4 million) on 
27 July. 

Dealing with an article in 
the SA Marxist journal ln
qaba ya Basebenzi (no. 
18/ 19) on the workers' strug
gle against Chief Buthelezi's 
reactionary lnkatha 
organisation, it quotes the 
amazing admission by ANC 
President Tambo that the ex
ile leadership had encourag
ed Buthelezi in the formation 
of lnkatha. 

The Sunday Times , in the 
divide-and-rule tradition of 
the ruling class, sets out to 
blow up the "scathing at
tack" on the ANC leader
ship by what it calls the 
''breakaway'' Marxist 
Workers' Tendency of the 
ANC. It falsely presents the 
ideas of Marxism as "ultra
left ist" and outside the mass 
following of the ANC. 

It distorts and conceals the 
clear purpose of the lnqaba 
report-to explain the 
character of lnkatha, the 
methods by which it has 
drummed up mass member
ship, the mistake of the 
ANC leaders who thought 
the "legal opportunities pro
vided by the bantustan pro
gramme" could be used in 
building the movement, and 
the policies by which the 
labour movement can isolate 
and defeat lnkatha's 
gangster leaders. 

Forgery? 
The Sunday Times also 

mentions lnqaba's 
"challenge" to the ANC 
leaders to state whether a let
ter from Nelson Mandela to 
Buthelezi, "written in a 
warm, friendly tone", is a 
forgery or not. 

The ANC leaders have 
kept silent, but Buthelezi 
hastened to claim in the next 
issue of the Sumwy Times: "I 
am on "good terms" with 
Dr Nelson Mandela ... It is 
therefore somewhat 
ludicrous to read that the 
Marxist Workers' Tendency 
of the Afican National Con
gress queries whether Dr 
Mandela's letters to me are 
forgeries ... " 

At the same time 
Buthelezi, like his masters in 
Washington, London and 
the SA Chamber of Mines, 
squirmed at Botha's blunt 
rejection of imperialist 
"peace missions". To a 
businessmen's conference 
the Chief complained that a 
time might come when he 
would have to "revise" his 
collaborationist position 
"before I become an out
dated, has-been politician"! 

But all Buthelezi's oppor
tunist efforts to patch up a 
compromise with the ANC 
leadership cannot cover the 
chasm between the capitalist 
interests which he defends, 
and the revolutionary 
demands of the mass of 
ANC supporters. 

And all the attempts by 
the capitalist press to smear 
Marxists in South Africa 
with the crime of splitting 
the mass movement will not 
conceal from activists that 
only on a Marxist pro
gramme to smash apartheid 
and capitalism can lasting 
unity in action be built. 

By George Collins 
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War museum glorifies slaughter 
Dear Comrades, 
The Imperial War 

museum in London have got 
some 'unusual exhibits' on 
view to mark the 70th an
niversary of the Battle of the 
Somme. Perhaps our 
museum of death and 
destruction has decided to 
highlight some of the many 
anti-war diaries and poems 
written by the ordinary 
squaddies. No such luck I' m 
afraid. According to the Ju
ly issue of Soldier, the British 
Army magazine, among all 
the machine guns you will 
find . .. a football. This is the 
one Captain W Nevill of the 
East Surrey Regiment used 
to "encourage his men to go 
forward and attack the 
enemy". 

I wonder what happened 
to that other football, the 
one from Christmas 1914 
when the ordinary British 
and German soldiers decid
ed to play games with each 
other instead of killing one 
another? 

Yours fraternally 
Bob Harker 
Gateshead East 
Labour Party Men in the infamous trenches of the first world war. 

Inequalities of health care 

The standard of health care in Britain is high for those who can afford to pay for it. Recent . 
government figures show that the poor recieve greatly inferior health care to that offered to the nch . 

Dear Comrades, Mind you the serv ice might not have been 
Who says the NHS has suffered under the quite so good if tha t old lady had be~n my 

Tories? Recently in Scotland an old lady felt mother and not the Queen's. 
a bit rough after eating some fish. Yours frat erna lly 

She was rushed many miles by the RAF Chris Peace 
to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary and given a Cardiff Central 
ward all to herself. To be fair that's what I Labour Part y 
call service. 

Finding a· 
use for a 
'hot-bed' 

Dear Comrades, 
On the same day that 

Barclays Bank announced 
that it was to pay an interim 
dividend to shareholders of 
£66 million, the local 
hospital announced that its 
bone marrow transplant cen
tre would have to sto p func
tioning unless the public 
could raise £100,000 for its 
continued existence. The 
centre treats one cancer pa
tient per month who would 
otherwise have no hope of 
survival. 
· Despite declaring that 
enormous dividend , the 
Barclays shares fell on the 
Stock Exchange because 
their profits for the first six 
months of the year were not 
as big as the shareholders 
expected. 

What a contrast of greed 
and need on the same day. 

Yours fraternally 
Andrew Dinkenor 
Bournemouth 

Right wing 
attack youth 

the age limit of the LPYS to 
21. We replied that it was a 
blatant attempt to halve the 
membership of the Young 
Socialists and deprive it of its 
leadership. 

Public support for Militant 

Dear Comrades, 
Recently we were holding 

the regular sale outside our 
ward Labour Party when 
Rob Murray (witch-finder 
General), secretary of At
tercliffe CLP turn.ed up. 

After buying a paper, he 
asked us what we thought of 
Sawyer's proposals to lower 

Support for 
council 
Dear Comrades , 

On a paper sale in Liver
pool one worker came up to 
us beaming and shaking his 
fist and said- " I'm 100 per 
cent behind you. I don't 

In response he said "Well, 
if you can't control it, close 
it down." 

What a remarkable exam
ple of honesty! 

Yours fraternally 
Dave Milson and Sharron 

McDermott, expelled 
members of Attercliffe 
Labour Party. 

know why they are trying to 
expel you-all you have 
done is build houses". 

These simple words said 
more about the real attitudes 
of workers towards Liver
pool council than all the filth 
dreamed up by the so-called 
'free press'. 

Yours fraternally 
David Read 
Liverpool 17 

David Mahoney 
Coventry Militant supporters extend their deepest 
sympathy to the Mahoney family on the recent tragic 
death of their son and Militant supporter David . He 
struggled for a better society and his contribution will 
be sorely missed . 

Dear Comrades, 
Whilst on a paper sale at the local shopping centre, a man 

who bought a paper said "You stand for what the Labour 
leadership forgets it' s supposed to stand for. You must be 
doing something right because you're getting up the nose 
of people on the right who I don 't trust ". 

Let comments from ordinary people serve as a warning 
to Kinnock and the right-wing. 

Yours fraternally 
Mark Hazlehurst 
Wallasey Labour Party 
Young Socialists 

Fit to be 
executed 

Dear Comrades, 
A recent article in The 

Guardian describes how the 
US Supreme Court is 
enlisting the services of 
psychiatrists to treat 
prisoners on Death Row . 

Apparently the long wait 
between the sentence and the 
execution (usually several 
years), often results in the 
prisoner being driven to in
sanity. Unfortunately, since 
US law does not permit the 
execution of insane people, 

the psychiatrists are being 
ask ed to bring these 
prisoners back to full men
tal health so that they can be 
legally killed. 

Meanwhile, the Tories in 
Britain , having sentenced a 
large number of the popula
tion to mass unemployment, 
are expressing concern that 
not enough of them are be
ing trained in new 
technology ski lls. 

Are the Tories applying 
the logic of their American 
counterparts in calling for 
those sentenced to 
unemployment to be made 
fit for punishment? 

Yours fraternally 
Graham Casey 
Liverpool 

Still a rebel 
Dear Comrades, 

Floors Castle at Kelso, 
scene of the Royal engage
ment, received a shock 
recently, in the form of a bus 
load of pensioners on an 
outing from the old pit 
village of Sacriston in coun
ty Durham. 

First in the queue to get in 
was 66 year old Ivy Urwin, 
a long-time worker and 
fighter. "£1.60? Don't we 
get a reduction? We're 
pensioners." 

"That is a reduction, from 
£1.80'' came the snooty rep-

Dear Comrades, 
It was interesting to see 

your piece in Left and Right 
about the ad for Ferguson 
portable colour TV's 'From 
True Blue to Militant Red'. 

After a recent paper sale a 
few of us were walking past 
the Radio Rentals shop in 
Tuebrook,- which had this 
particular ad in the window. 

However, there was one 

Dear Comrades, 

ly. "Well I'm not paying 
that, we're Geordies y'know, 
always good for a strike!" 
"That's right! We're not 
paying that" chimed in most 
of the rest of the coach load . 
So that was that, off. they 
went. 

"They wouldn't show or
dinary people the way they 
really live and think 
anyway" explained Ivy. 

As for Royalty and the 
Tories-parasites, she'd 
have rid of them. Not the 
sort of person to be ripped 
off by the owners of Floors 
Castle! 

Yours fraternally 
Ian Hunter 
Sacriston Labour Party 

word in the slogan which 
was blanked out. When we 
enquired about this we were 
told that Radio Rentals "Do 
not advertise products that 
they don't sell" . Nice try, 
but I don't believe it. 

Yours fraternally 
Mike Morton 
Broadgreen Labour 
Party Young Socialists 

The headline in our local newspaper the Harlow Gazetre 
reads: 

"Militant hot-bed" in Harlow Unemployed Centre says 
Jeremy Hayes MP (Tory). 

Considering the miserly increases in benefits that this 
government have recently given us, I am very grateful to 
know where I will be able to keep warm this winter. 

Yours fraternally 
Olive Edwards 
Harlow 

Classified 

1 5p per word, minimum 1 0 
words. Semi-Display £2 per 
column centimetre . Three 
weeks for the price of two . 
Militant meeting ads free. All 
advertisement copy should 
reach this office by first post 
on Friday , the week before 
publication . 

TIMards the 
Political 
Revolution 

0 London LPYS Chile Rally 
" Smash Pinochet , for a 
socialist Chile". Thurs 11 
Sept. Conway Hall, Red Lion 
Square , WC1. 7.30pm . 
Speakers invited : Eric Heffer 
MP, Terry Fields MP. 

0 Address books 60p , 
bookmarks 40p, plastic 
sleeves 20p, sew on badge 
40p, pens 30p plus post to: 
Militant, 8 Wood side Court , 
Woodside Rd , Portswood , 
Southampton. 

O New video The launch of 
COSA TU available for hire 
from: PO Box 77 , London E8 
4TB. 

0 SALEP broadsheet Workers 
and youth direc t links cam
paign 1986, 20p plus p&p 
from : PO Box 77 , London E8 
4TB. 

0 WORRALL: Leeds LPYS 
say - Don 't do it Dave-Just 
say no . 

O Congratulations to Muna 
AI-Baldawi on the recent birth 

~!!!!!~ of her twin daughters Pamela 
;: and Leila. Love from John, 

0 Towards the Political 
Revolution. Perspectives 
for Poland of the Trotskyist 
workers' tendency of 
Solidarity. Available at 50p 
each (plus 20p p&p, orders 
over 5 , post free) from 
"World Socialist Books", 
3/13 Hepscott Rd , London 
E9 5HB. 

Paul , Mathew, Bill , Sue and all 
the Stoke comrades. 

LONDON YTURC Disco. 
Saturday 6 September, _ 
7 .30-midnight at the 
Florence Nightingale, 
Westminster Bridge Rd, 
London SE1. £3 wayed, 
£1 unwaged. All proceeds 
to the London Youth 
March (see page 5). 

Militant Meetings --------; 

0 Westminister and Kens
ington LPYS rally on South 
Africa . Speakers from SALEP, 
LPYS and Ben Bosquett (PPC 
for Kensington! at Bay 63 , 
Acklam Road, London W10. 
Near Ladbroke Grove tube at 
2pm, Saturday 30 August. 

0 Caerphilly Marxist discus
sion group .· Working Mens 
Hall, Caerphilly, every Monday 
7.30pm . 

O Sittingbourne Marxist 
discussion group . Every se
cond Tuesday at 29 Waterloo 
Rd , Sittingbourne , Kent . For 
further details ring Sit
tingbourne 72632. 

0 Wroxall Marxist discussion 
group. 2 Mountfield Rd , Wrox
all, Isle of Wight. Every 
Wednesday . Phone Vie Dale 
on IOW 854 759 for deta ils. 

0 Labour Party Conference Greetings 
Closing date for copy; 18 September . Rates : semi-display, 3 col. 
centimetres £6 , 6 col. centimetres £12 . Display, sixteenth of 
page £20, eighth of page £30 , quarter of page £60 . POs/ch_~
ques to 'Militant Publications'. Send copy and money to : Mtlt
tant. 3/13 Hepscott Rd , London E9 5HB. 
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Choices facing the Congress 
Martin Elvin looks at two 
major TUC debates 

FIRST ON the agenda of the 
forthcoming Trade Union 
Congress are resolutions 
under the heading of trade 
union organisation and in
dustrial relations. 

Behind the bland title lie 
issues which are also top of 
the agenda for millions of 
workers. They will be look
ing to the leadership of the 
trade unions to come up with 
some answers-not just in 
Brighton but for the months 
ahead. 

The vast majority of Tory 
media and publicity in rela
tion to employment has cen
tred upon their trade union 
laws and their spurious 
claims to be ' democratising 
the unions' and 'giving the 
unions back to the 
members'. 

Far less publicised but 
equally serious has been the 
massive erosion of workers ' 
conditions and right s 
through statutory and other 
means. 

The low paid, especially in 
poorly-unionised service in
dustries are being deliberate
ly ground down. 

The battery of new legal 
advantage to the employers 
is appalling: abolition of the 
Wages Councils, repeal of 
certain laws in order to make 
it easier for employers to 
sack people, repeal of a 
whole number of laws 
safeguarding employment, 
contracting out and 
privatisation, the spread of 
temporary work and short 
term contracts. 

It is to this problem that 
resolution No.! from the 
GMBA TU draws attention. 
The GMB calls for: "the 
next Labour government to 
enact a new system of in
dustrial relations law which 
includes a wide-ranging 
charter of legal rights for all 
people at work. " 

It goes on to list specifical-

ly protection against unfair 
dismissal regardless of length 
of service, legal protection 
against discrimination be ex
tended, health and safety 
laws tightened, for a 
" statutory minimum earn
ings guarantee which pro
vides decent pay and 
conditions. 
· The motion wants the 
labour movement to: "cam
paign for a system of legal 
rights which will enhance the 
lives of all working people 
and put the law on the side 
of the low paid and 
oppressed." 

An amendment from 
Usdaw would legally require 
employers to recognise a 
trade . union··-- in- ·,their 
workplace where employees 
express this wish . 

A Sogat amendment calls 
for: "Legal protection 
against unfair dismissal 
whilst participating in an of
ficial dispute which has been 
subject to a secret ballot" . 

Fudged 
This is fine in principle but 

surely the labour and trade 
union movement must fight 
to ensure that no employer is 
able to get away with sack
ing workers in dispute or on 
strike whether the action is 
official, subject to ballot , or 
not. 

Trade union legislation 
and a future Labour govern
ment's attitude are the most 
controversial issues at this 
year's TUC. 

What appears to have 
happened at time of writing 
is that in the usual attempts 
by the trade union leaders to 
fudge anything which may 
cause contention nearly all 
the resolutions on trade 
union organisation and in
dustrial relations have been 
composited into one om
nibus composite. 

Last year's TUC dodged dealing with the EETPU- will it duck opposing legal interference in union 
affairs this year. 

A UCW resolution head
ed 'Positive Rights for 
Workers', with amendments 
submitted from the TGWU 
and NUM has been drafted 
into a composite with the 
GMBATU resolution 
No.!, referred to- above, 
along with a series of other 
resolutions and 
amendments. 

It looks as though Ron 
Todd has already done a 
deal to put the TGWU 
amendment into the main 
composite in order to avoid 
'embarrassing' Neil Kinnock 
but the NUM amendment 
still stands. This and a strong 
Tass resolution may provide 
a focus of opposition to legal· 
interference in ballots and 
industrial action. 

The UCW resolution calls 
for a "Workers Rights Act" , 
not only to cover wages, 
conditions and health and 
safety, but to give workers 
positive rights to belong to a 
union, working time 
facilities for union activity, 
the right to strike and the 
right to picket. 

However, the UCW mo
tion also included "a right to 
have an individual secret 

ballot before asked to 
participate in industrial 
action." It is that 
clause which the NUM 
amendment would 
delete. 

The Tass resolution 
insists that: "individual 
members, through col
lective decision, should 
determine their own 
rule books . " The 
guidelines it proposes 
for Labour Party 
policy include: "op
poses any interference 
in unions' internal 
democratic procedures 
by outside bodies and Rodney Bickerstaffe and Tom Sawyer 
rejects intervention-by of NUPE 
the state and the courts." question of pre-strike 

Activists throughout the ballots . 
trade union movement must The GMBATU/ UCW 
commit their organisations composite appears to be be 
and delegates to supporting supported by the TGWU, 
the NUM and Tass. Sogat, Usdaw, SCPS, STE, 

It is disgraceful that in and Astms. But these deci-
both the recent sions have in most cases been 
TUC/ Labour policy state- taken by union officials 
ment on the unions and in without consultation with 
the public utterances of Neil their members or even their 
Kinnock and other Labour executives. 
leaders, they have referred to There is still time for rank 
retaining some sections of and file pressure to be 
the Tory anti-union legisla- reflected in the TUC delega-
tion, in particular on the tions which make the final 

Economics debatable 
tempts to restrict their activities? 

Who is to receive tax incentives? 

decisions on voting. 
Marxists have been at the 

forefront of the fighting for 
the maximum democracy 
and accountability in the 
trade unions . Pre-strike 
ballots are not wrong in prin
ciple. On the contrary where 
campaigns to explain the 
issues have been waged, 
where ballots have decided in 
favour of action , the voting 
has helped to involve the 
members and strengthened 
the solidarity of the strike. 

However, there are times 
when action has to be taken 
quickly and a ballot isn't 
possible. Retaining legally 
required statutory balloting 
before any action is retaining 
legislation which can be us
ed against the unions. 

It is also enabling the law 
to continue to intervene and 
shackle the trade union 
movement. That is the essen
tial difference between that 
and all the other proposals 
being put forward by the 
ucw. 

Real strength 
The positive rights pro

posed by the UCW should be 
supported and a future 
Labour government 
pressurised to implement 
them. 

However, we should not 
have any illusions in the law. 
lt has often been pointed out 
that unlike other countries 
we have not had much in the 
way of statutory rights but 
just legal immunities. 

Despite that Britain has 
had, and still has, one of the 
most powerful trade union 
movements in the world. 

That is precisely because 
the rights and immunities we 
enjoy have been won by the 
working class in struggle 
against the bosses and their 
political representatives. 

The TUC should look to 
defending and extending 
those positions. The only 
way to do that is by cam
paigning and mobilising its 
millions of members. 

Readers Meeting (T. U. C Brighton) 

ALL THE resolutions on the 
economy draw attention to the 
devastation of Britain's industrial 
base over the past seven years. Not 
one, even those from unions 
without members in the industrial 
or manufacturing sectors gives any 
hint of support to the Tory idea 
that it is possible to have a healthy 
economy without a strong in
dustrial base. 

The bosses have enjoyed a virtual 
tax holiday under Thatcher whilst 
expenditure on vital research and 
development has plummeted. 

Tuesday 2nd September 
1986 

Wagner Hall, Regency 
Road, Brighton. 7 .30pm 

Speakers 
Doreen Purvis (Chair) 
CPSA Vice President P/C 

Steve Me Kenzie 
NUPE Delegate 

Brian lngham 
Industr ial Correspondent 

Striking Print Worker 

Unfortunately, however, none 
puts forward anything like the clear 
and rounded out programme of 
economic planning and reconstruc
tion which is needed to match the 
depth of British capitalism's crisis. 

The AEU calls for a Labour 
government to: "restore the wealth 
creation capabilities of manufac
turing", "increase the level of in
vestment in the public and private 
sectors", to "deter the export of 
capital" and to "create the incen
tives and ... public funding for 
research and development.'' 

The motion lacks any explana
tion or proposals as to how these 
aims are to be implemented. 

Increased investmen t is 
desperately needed. But experience 
shows that public investment in the 
private sector merely enables 
shareholders to line their own 
pockets. 

How is the export of capital to 
be deterred when the financial in
stitutions and the banks have a 
stranglehold over capital flows and 
are capable of creating a financial 
crisis for any government which at-

The TGWU puts forward a more 
ambitious series of demands, in
cluding a call for "investment in 
the nation's infrastructure", 
"reduced working time, including 
earlier retirement", "a guaranteed 
job for every young person at the 
end of a two-year programme of 
training and education". 

This last demand, which was 
condemned as "impossibilist" by 
Neil Kinnock when raised by the 
Labour Party Young Socialists is a 
vital one for the thousands of 
young people rotting on the dole 
and to provide the skilled and ex
perienced labour essential to 
develop a healthy economy. 

The NUR calls for the next 
Labour government to: "secure a 
fundamental change in the balance 
of wealth and power in favour of 
working people". And in order to 
bring this about: " a reaffirmation 
of the movement' s commitment to 
public ownership." 

The influence of so-called 'new 
realism' and the Labour leader
ship's jettisoning of even the 
language of socialist planning is 
reflected in the abandonment of the 
Alternative Economic Strategy. 
Unfortunately the only element 
which remains is the continued il
lusions in import controls. 

Alan Tuffin of the UCW 
The working class, however, 

cannot walk away from the ques
tion of who owns and controls 
wealth in Britain so easily. 

Only by linking the still enor
mous power of the trade union 
movement to a programme for 
socialist transformation can the 
misery which has already engulfed 
millions-and threatens millions 
more-be ended. 

A minimum wage of at least 
£120 per week, a massive pro
gramme of public works to build 
homes, schools, hospital and other 
social faciities, a guaranteed job for 
all, a 35-hour working week-these 
are basic and necessary demands. 

Their achievement requires a 
massive campaign throughout the 
trade unions and unorganised 
working class. Only by taking con
trol of the banks, financial institu
tions and 200 top companies which 
dominate the economy will society 
be run by the working class for the 
working class. Any programme 
which falls short of that will lead 
to disaster. 
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Striker's TUC message 
I AM a Silentnight striker, now on 
fourteen months. It's been hard. 

For the first few months money 
was a real problem. Doing without 
everything. I hav{ln't been able to 
afford any clothes apart from a 
pair of trousers I bought with a tax 
rebate. 

I've learned a lot about how the 
bosses run this country. We went 
through all the steps, with a ballot 
and all that, but we were still 
sacked. 

The police told us they were on 
nobody's side, but there's been 
thirty arrested at Sutton. In one in
cident a picket was .dragged away 
for speaking to a driver. 

But I've made some strong 
friendships. When I was working 
you hardly knew anyone at the 
factory. Now I know most people 

and we stick together. 
What's kept it going for me is 

learning from other people's ex
perience. They've shown us the 
need to carry on. Miners have told 
us to stick it out. We just can't let 
down all the support groups that 
have been set ·up around the 
country. 

My brother went back to work 
at Sutton. Four months ago he got 
married. It would have been the 
first time the family had been all 
together for years. But I wouldn't 
go. 

As for the trade union leaders, 
they seem to support things on 
paper, but it's the rank and file we 
get most support from. The 
leaders don't seem to relate to 
workers. They should listen more 
than they do. 

We sent an appeal sheet to Neil 
Kinnock. While he said he gave us 
his full support all he sent back 
was a photo of himself signed with 
a red felt tip pen. 

The trade unions need to work 
together so that no-one is forgot
ten about. Silentnight strikers go 
to Wapping every week and strik
ing printers come up to see us as 
well. 

My message to the TUC is this. 
I vote Labour-but I can't wait 
for the general election to solve 
our problems. We've got to win 
our dispute. 

I appeal to the TUC to act now 
for all strikers across the country 
who are looking to them for 
support-from Silentnight to the 
printers and many others. 

by David Oselton 

South London hospitals hard hit by cuts in service Union 
attacks IN THE health district where 

I work, Southwark and 
Lewisham, each day brings 
more news of cuts in the 
service. 

200 acute beds have been 
closed in Guys hospital since 
the beginning of 1984: 174 in 
general medical and surgical 
wards plus ·16 children's 
beds. 

300 jobs will have been ax
ed in the 12 months to this 
spring. 

The number of patients 
waiting over a month in 
Lewisham and North 
Southwark for urgent treat
ment has gone up by 50 per 
cent since savage cuts were 
imposed 18 months ago. 

25 per cent of patients face 
delays of over 12 months fo r 
non-urgent treatment even 
according to DHA figures. 

Despite the year's massive 
cuts the health authority has 
st ill overspent by £5.4m. 

There has been a 30 per 
cent cut in out-patient ap
pointments and we have 
been told to expect the 

closure of four loca l 
hospitals . 

We also have the threat of 
pri va tisation looming in 
domestic areas-first at 

Guy's. 
As if this is not enough, at 

the last health authority 
meeting we found out that 
four key wards and 152 

Aberdeen postal strike shows 
hardening national opposition 
ABERDEEN POSTAL deliveries were 
seriously disrupted on 7 August when over 
four hundred workers, mainly delivery 
postmen and drivers but also some indoor 
staff, went on a 24-hour unofficial strike. 

As in many other offices 
up and down the country, 
management had been 
creating the conditions that 
led workers to see strike ac
tion as necessary~by the 
constantly increasing use of 
cheap temporary and part
time labour. 

But the last straw was the 
use of these "associate" and 
"casual" workers to do 
postmen's overtime duties, 
cutting the amount of over
time available to full-time 
permanent workers to sup
plement their low basic 
wages. 

Workers had demanded 
that manageme-nt let them 
hold a union meeting on 
Post Office premises during 
working hours to discuss 
their grievances. 

When this was refused, an 
unofficial meeting was ar
ranged anyway for 6am on 
Tuesday in the Head Post 
Office basement, with 
workers in attendance from 
the Head Office, Parcels Of-

By Andy lovie 
(Chair, Outdoor Section, 
Aberdeen UCW, personal 

capacity) 

fice and the other. letter
delivery office in Aberdeen .· 

Management decid~d to 
attend this meeting, but gave 
no satisfactory answers to 
demands for reductions in 
the use of casual labour or 
maintenance of overtime . 
Because of this it was decid
ed to go on immediate 
24-hour strike. At least 85 
per cent of delivery staff and 
indoor workers then walked 
out on strike. 

It is still unclear whether 
the workers' demands will be 
won. But relations between 
the workforce and manage
ment are very tense. 

Management have 
threatened workers with 
suspension if they were not 
prepared to change from 
their scheduled duties tci 
other unscheduled ones in 

order to clear up the backlog 
of undelivered mail from the 
strike. 

This is despite the fact that 
such actions break a national 
agreement between the Post 
Office and the UCW . Such 
measures could lead to fur
ther strike action being 
taken. 

Since returning to work, 
staff have been protesting 
against the cut in overtime 
by refusing to do any over
time at all-a course of ac
tion which, on top of the 
24-hour strike, has led to an 
increasing backlog of 
undelivered mail. 

A UCW executive 
member is to visit Aberdeen 
soon, and staff in other large 
offices like Glasgow arc wat
ching developments in Aber
deen with interest as they 
face very similar problems. 

So the action in Aberdeen, 
coming soon after strike ac
tion in Leeds and in response 
to management measures be
ing taken in offices all over 
the country wi ll be watched 
closely by workers and 
maangement alike to see 
where further developments 
lead. 

hospital staff face the axe at 
Lewisham hospital. 

We were told that a local 
general hospital will close 
next year- a hospital that is 

continually full. 
Already patients are being 

discharged far too early, on
ly to be taken half way 
round London on their next 
emergency admission as a 
result of early discharge. 

Even patients with cancer 
are under threat, with a 
specialist breast unit gone 
and plans to make Guy's 
cancer unit an out-patient 
unit only . 

The working class of 
Lewisham and Southwark, 
many waiting in agony, are 
the ones to suffer. 

On the other hand there is 
a 119-bed private hospital 
costing £17 million going up 
opposite Guy's. Patients will 
be paying upwards of £200 a 
day. 

It is conveniently placed 
for use by the consultants 
who are no doubt reassured 
that in any emergency over 
the road they can use NHS 
facilities at Guy's . 

By Ruth Herdman 
(NUPE nurse) 

Tory appointed to TUC 
THE APPOINTMENT of a Tory to the TUC local government com
mittee by Nalgo is an appalling insult to the thousands of coun
ci l workers who have been hit by this Tory government . 

25 per cent of Nalgo members are low paid. The abolition of 
the metropolitan counties and GLC, ratecapping and cuts in cen
tral government grants were all del iberate government attacks 
on local jobs, services and local democracy. 

And our union has the audacity to appoint a leading Tory trade 
unionist to the TUC's policy making body for local government 
which will include consultation with the Labour Party! 

This action must call into question the political make-up and 
judgement of the Nalgo national executive. lt reinforces the im
portance of the by-election being held for the North West and 
North Wales division executive seat where the campaign of of
ficia l Broad Left candidate Roger Bannister is going well. This 
Tory appointment emphasises the need for a socialist fighter 
like Roger Bannister on the national executive. 
By a Liverpool Nalgo member 

nurse 
THE WITCH-HUNTING an
tics of the right wing of the 
Labour Party have reached rank 
and file activists in the health 
service. 

As an auxiliary nurse I was 
keen to participate in the union 
in Cleland Hospital 
Lanarkshire. I attended the 
COHSE meeting intending to 
play a part in my branch 
activities. 

Within a few weeks I raised 
the concern of my members 
about Sid Ambler' s decision to 
vote for " witch-hunts" against 
the Liverpool City councillors. 

I was informed that his deci
sion was that of the COHSE na
tional executive committee. 

Nevertheless I was called in 
front of the Branch secretary of 
COHSE and the trade union of
ficials specifically for the pur
pose ol' defending my case that 
I am not a "mem ber" of 
Militant. 

However, before the meeiii:Jg 
took place the union officials 
told the branch secretary to take 
immediate disciplinary action 
against me. As yet I have had no 
opportunity to offer my defence. 

This now leaves the nurses at 
Cleland unrepresented as a 
direct result of blatant outside 
union interference on purely 
political grounds. 

At a time when the average 
·rake home pay in Cleland is £65 
for a 37 1/ 2 hour week it is a 
disgrace that these union of
ficials spend their time hounding 
a young nurse instead of help
ing us fight for a decent wage 
and conditions. 

By Elizabeth Karran 

COHSE (Cieland branch 
personal capacity) 

MINERS' BROAD LEFT 
Open to all members of TUC affiliated mining unions and bona-fide Women's support groups 

•••••••• 
First national conference 

Saturday 20 September 1 0.30am 
Barnsley College of Technology 

Church Street, Barnsley 

.............. 
For conference details and credentials ( £1 each) contact: Stan Pearce, 1 Hillthorne 
Close, Columbia Village, Washington, Tyne & Wear . Tel 091 416 5060 



Pit overtime ban on 
THE OVERTIME ban in 
the South Wales pits is 
biting. 

Although only a limited 
ban this action has the Board 
on the run, costing some 
£450,000 in lost production. 
The interests of the member
ship are sa feguarded by im
plementing the ban at the 
point of production and 
by adopting a flexible 
approach. 

The national overtime ban 
in 1984, preceding the na
tional strike, saw many pits 
unprepared for operations 
after a weekend without 
safety cover of 'essential' 
work (in the NCB's terms). 

This resulted in the bulk 
of the workforce being sent 
home and denied a day's 
wages. The current ban does 
not affect normal working 
Now other areas are prepar
ing to follow suit. 

The Area Director has 
panicked in the Durham 
coalfield . Within days o f 
press reports of the decision 
to hold a ballot for apropos
ed overtime · ban in opposi
tion to t he clo sure of 
Seaham, management had 
produced and distributed 
leaflets condemning any 
such action. 

Individual pit leaflets/ cir
culars have also been 
distributed. The Board are 
rerri fied of the prospect of 
this industr ial action 
spreading. 

But the frustration and 
anger that has been building 
up in the coalfields over the 
past year is coming to the 
sur face. 

The Northumberland 
Area will consider introduc
ing the ban within two or 
three weeks if there is no 
movement on the wages 
question. The Board are still 
refusing to pay the £5-50 a 
week accepted by the NUM. 

Individual pits up and 
down the country are con
sidering similar action. 

Coal stocks in March of 
this year were ' at their lowest 
level for more than a decade' 
according to the NCB An
nual Report. Conditions are 
at their most favourable for 

Miners at Tower Colliery, South Wales. This Area is showing the way with its overtime ban . 

the development of this kind 
of action as far as the miners 
are concerned . 

The beauty of the limited 
form of action being under
taken is that it can be further 
spread and extended if the 
Board do not yield to 

means of defending jobs and 
conditions. He also called 
for the spreading of the over
time ban . }lowever many 
area leaders are hesitant. 

The rank and file 
themselves must take the in
itiative and press thei r 

The low level of coal stocks make 
the overtime ban doubly effective 

our demands. But the action 
is patchy. 

The problem miners face 
is the lack of coordination 
between areas. Arthur 
Scargill in his presidential 
address to conference outlin
ed the need for industrial ac
tion as the only effective 

leadership to fulfill the role 
for which they were elected. 
What is lacking and is most 
urgently required is the for
mation of a national Broad 
Left organisation which 
could coordinate and rally 
our forces. 

The strategy of the 

developing overtime ban is 
essentiall y correct given the 
levels of coal stocks and the 
need to carefully nurture and 
develop ·the confidence of 
the membership to take ef
fective action and win con
cessions from the Coal 
Board. · 

Pressure must be exerted 
for a massive propaganda 
campaign to be initiated by 
the national leadership to 
convince wavering elements 
of the necessity of the ban 
and to explain that unity in 
action can score a much 
needed victory. 

By Chris Herriot sacked 
Monktonhall miner. 
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Keetons strikers 
call for blacking 

THIRTY EIGHT AEU 
members have been on 
strike at Keeton and Sons 
in Sheffield since 2 July, 
when a secret ballot 
resulted in a two to one 
majority to stop work. 

Convenor Neil Earnshaw 
and his deputy , Mark 
Simpson, spoke to Militant 

This was over manage
ment's refusals to honour an 
agreement that was reached 
in November 1985. The 
agreement was a concession 
by the workforce to work on 
more than one machine. 

Management said it was a 
'job saver', and agreed to 
abide by certain safeguards 
insisted on by the shop 
stewards committee that: it 
would operate only where 
practical and possible; there 
would be no redundancies or 
lay-o ffs; it woul d not 
operate in periods of short
time working; and there 
would be no harassment or 
intimidation . 

However, management 
never stuck to it. Workers 
were harassed and bullied in
to working machines more 
than 25 yards apart. There 
have been redundancies and 
lay-offs. 

When workers refused to 
operate extra machines dur
ing another lay-off period, at 
the beginning of July, and 
repeatedly asked for talks, 
management refused talks 
and to pay for that shi ft. 

The men held a meeting , 
during which management 
and staff began to run the 
machines. When asked to 
stop they refused. The 
workers decided to ballot 
over strike action. This was 
even supervised by manage
ment and when the two to 
one result was known, 
management claimed it was 
still unofficial. 

Before the workers left 
(five minutes later) they were 
given dismissal letters stating 
they had sacked themselves, 
and if re-engaged they had to 

be non-union. 
Since then every striker 

has been offered a pay-off of 
£50 for every year of service. 
Between them the strikers 
have put in over 600 years 
service and have been repaid 
by a kick in the mouth. They 
believe the strike was 
engineered to avoid redun
dancy payments. 

In a letter to Keeton's 
customers the strikers warn 
that their products are of 
questionable quality as they 
are being produced by an in
experienced and unproven 
scab workforce. 

They are appealing for 
Keeton's products to be 
blacked (Keetons is the trade 
name) and also the haulage 
firm of JJ Shepherd whose 
drivers are crossing the 
picket line. The strike is of
ficial and now nine weeks 
old. They are getting good 
support' from many local 
workers and are now 
organising mass pickets to 
step up action . 

The attitude of manage
ment and particularly the 
managing director Doyle is a 
typical one--"He thinks he's 
JH, running a big company, 
but it' s only a tuppeny 
ha'penny firm" said one 
striker. Another said " He's 
a true-blue Tory, he'd charge 
you for the air you used if he 
could. " 

The boot is being put in. 
Just down the road at the 
steel foundaries Elford Steel 
and Son, management have 
demanded a two per cent pay 
cut or jobs will go. One 
Keeton's picket said he'd 
been working on machines 
made in 1944 and in the 
1960's there were over 400 at 
Keeton's, now it's 40. It's 
clearly mismanagement and 
Tory policies to blame. 

Black Keeton's products, 
support the mass pickets. 
Messages of support and 
donations to: Keeton's 
Strike Committee, C/ 0 
AEU House, Furnival Gate, 
Sheffield SI 3HE. 
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Swansea convenor 
stands for AEU 
national executive 
A NEW round of important 
elections to national and 
local positions will take place 
in the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union in 
September. 

One of the most keenly 
fought will be for the ex
ecutive committee seat in 
division six, which covers 
South Wales and the West of 
England. 

The West Wales Broad 
Left have adopted Ken Ar
m in from Swansea to 
challenge-the right-wing in
cumbent, John Weakley. 

Ken Armin is convenor at 
Ayers and Jones (Mono) fac
tory in Swansea. He is a 
member of the District 
Council and is also active in 
the Labour Party He is a 
firm supporter of the policies 
and ideas of Militant . 

He is campaigning for: 
* an end to the erosion of 
democracy within the union; 

* support for all workers in 
struggle to defend jobs and 
conditions; 
* all full-time officials to 
receive the average wage of 
their skilled members; * a Broad Left leadership 
for the AEU; 
* kick out the Tories-for 
a Labour government com
mitted to socialist policies. 

EC division six covers a 
huge area. It includes impor
tant centres of industry such 
as Bristol, Yeovil 
(Westlands), Southampton , 
Portsmouth (dockyards), 
Basingstoke, Swindon and 
the whole of the South 
Wales. 

The postal ballot will com
mence during the first week 
of September and last for 
three weeks. It is vital that 
activists in the above areas 
make sure that members are 
aware of the issues and what 

. Ken Armin stands for. 

Nove Leather seven-week picket 
NOVE LEATHER in Liver
pool has been hit by strike 
action for seven weeks. Shop 
steward Janet Bowman talk
ed to Car! Cole of Garston 
LPYS. 

Conditions at the factory 
were a disgrace. The building 
was fil thy and we didn't even 
get any overalls. There was 
one sink for all of us and one 
heater for the whole factory. 
In summer it was too hot 
and in winter too cold. 

Instead of holidays we 
were laid off. The top pay 
was £65 for a 42 hour week . 

We decided to organise a 
union because we were sick 

of being treated like crap by 
the boss . We would be able 
to discuss our pay and con
ditions without being slung 
out of his office. 

The boss also exploited 
young people on YTS 
(Youth Training Schemes). 
He would t~ke on say six but 
keep two. With this tur
nover, plus the periodic lay
offs he created a permanent 
temporary work-force . 

When he got wind of the 
union he tried to nip it in the 
bud . On the morning after I 
was elected I was made 
red undant. The union 
members, 13 out of 17 

workers, came out in sup
port and by dinner time they 
had been sacked too. 

We have been out for 
seven weeks and kept a 
picket line every day. 
Negotiations have been 
drawn out, the boss even 
went to ACAS. At first he 
wanted no union, and no 
reinstatements. Now he 
claims to be making major 
concessions by offering eight 
members their jobs back 
although that doesn' t in
clude the five main activists. 

He also claims to 
recognise the union yet 
members have to agree to in-
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elude all workers and 
management in any ballots. 
This would give the boss an 
easy majority. 

The time for talking is 
over and pressure should be 
put on. Littlewoods and 
USDA W, who take some 90 
per cent of Nove's output 
should black its products. 
This would break Nove . 

We have to stay together 
and stick it out. 

Morale boost 
Terry Fields MP has been 

a great boost to morale on 
the picket line. "I think it's 
tremendous that these young 
workers with no union ex
perience can display such 
class consciousness, despite 
attempts by management to 
divide them. It's a shame 
that the national TUC 
leadership hasn't displayed 
the same solidarity." 

There will be a mass picket 
at Canning Place, Liverpool 
from 7 . 30-9am Friday 
August 29 followed by a 
fund-raising social in the 
evening at the Dolphin pub, 
Canning Place from 
8pm.Donations and letters 
o f support to Nove Leather 
Strike Fund c/ o T ony 
Hayes, Transport House Isl
ington Liverpool L3. 
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A SCURRILOUS attack on the Broad Left 
of the Civil and Public Services Association 
(CPSA) appeared in the London Standard on 
21 August. 

Repeating charges from 
an old article from the Mail 
on Sunday of November last 
year, the Standard claimed 
that "the moderate-led ex
ecutive of the union has 
launched an investigation in
to what happened to almost 
£1 ,000,000 of union funds 
said to support a strike in the 
union ' s Militant-dominated 
DHSS ceniral office branch 
in Newcastle." 

By the time~e story ap
peared in the~ext day' s 
papers, acting general 
secretary John Ellis was say
ing that "These reports are 
largely true. However, the 
suggestion that almost £! 
million has been siphoned 
off is nonsense. We have 
proof that £96 has found its 
way into Militant funds ." 
From £ 1 million in the Stan
dard to £96-quite a feat of 
journalism! 

In fact no 'proof' of an y 
misappropriation was pro
duced. E llis ' s libellou s 

By Frank Bonner 
(Civil Aviation Section ex

ecutive, in personal 
capacity) 

statements will be the subject 
of legal action to prevent the 
spreading of these smears. 

The press, the right wing 
and Mr Ellis will be challeng
ed to produced evidence to 
substantiate their allega
tions. The report presented 
to the CPSA national ex
ecutive committee by two 
firms of accountants com
pletely exonerates Newcastle 
Central Office branch from 
an y form of financial 
malpractice 

Broad Left 
Since the split within the 

CPSA Broad Left in 1984, 
the right wing and the rump 
Broad Left 84 organisation 
have consistently labelled the 
Broad Left a Militant front. 
Anyone giving a cursory 

look at the Broad Left will 
treat these statements as 
nonsense. Anyone who has 
been present at a Broad Left 
Organising Committee con
ference would be aware that 
the majority of those present 
are not Militant supporters. 

These smears are part of a 
campaign to discredit the 
supporters of John 
Macreadie prior to a possi
ble re-election campaign, 
following his successful elec
tion to the post of general 
secretary and the right wing 
coup which prevented his 
from taking office. 

Meanwhile, in the absence 
of John Macreadie as 
general secretary, the right 
wing on the NEC are runnng 
amok with the union . Only 
a paper put forward by John 
Macreadie, drew the ex
ecutive back from talks with 
the government on 
'geographical pay' , based on 
the employer's ability to 
recruit and retain sta ff, 
which would mean areas o f 
high unemployment being 
areas of low pay. 

They also expelled Manyn 
Jenkins,· th e Corporate 
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CPSA members on strike at Woodgrange Park DHSS office in East London. 

Trustee Director and Broad 
Left secretary, from the 
NEC with no advance war
ning and no right of appeal, 
for the 'crime' of being 
secretary of the CPSA Elec
tions Defence Fund. 

They voted 18-3 to debar 
John Macreadie from atten-

ding the TUC and installed 
leading right-winger Kate 
Losinska, on the General 
Council of the TUC, a move 
which will disgust the ma
jority of members. 

The union cannot afford 
to let this continue. The con
ference must be recalled im-

mediately. Motions to this 
effect must flood in, 
together with money to pay 
the legal costs incurred in 
defending the union 's 
democracy. Send it to Mar
tyn Jenkins, CPSA Broad 
Left Secretary, 48 Elsinore 
Road, London SE23 2SL. 

Peter Jarvis: police to · take no action 
F IVE PRINT workers were 
in the High Court on 18 
A ugust to oppose the gran
ting of an injunction to 
Rup ert M urdoch ' s scab 
deli very firm T NT. The five, 
including Militant supporter, 
Peter Jarvis, are accused of 
invol vment in attacks on 
T NT depot s in Maidstone. 
L ut o n. Bradford , 
Southampton and Thetford. 

This civil action was mere
ly the first shot in a legal o f
fensive, not a trial of in
nocence or guilt. They were 
asked to give undertakings to 
TNT not to do a whole list 
of things which would have 
made it virtually impossible 
for them to continue activi
ty in the dispute. 

All opposed TNT' s ap
plication . But it quickly 
became obvious that the 
judge was going to come 
down in the company ' s 
favour. Three of the printers 
therefore offered alternative, 

limi t ed u ndertak ings , 
basicall y not to break th e 
law, whilst making clear that 
this was in no way an admi s
sion tha t they had done so in 
the pas t. 

The barrister for the other 
two pressed on to the bitter 
end but the judge ruled 
against them and awarded 
TNT the injunction . 

National strike 
Peter Jarvis thanked those 

who attended the lobby of 
the High Court and Old 
Street police station the 
previous Friday. 

He explained why he had 
given an undertaking whilst 
protesting his innocence. 

''This is an attempt to in
timidate leading activist s 
after print union leaders 
have backed ·down in the 
face of legal action, " he 
s,aid. 

"The way to win this 

Become a 
llililaftt~ 
supporter 
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3 /1 3 Hepscott Road , London E9 5HB 

WHEN PETER Jarvis was 
first arrested, it was in con
nection with po ss ible 
criminal charges, not the 
civil action taken by T NT. 
However, he has now receiv
ed a letter from the police to 
inform him that -" . .. as 
result of further inquiries in
to the matter that resulted in 
your attendance at the City 
Road police station, Lon
don, on 12.8.86 ... no fur
ther action will be taken 
against you in this matter." 

This confirms that there 
was no evidence of any 

strike is for the print union 
leaders to campaign for a 
strike of Fleet Street workers 
leading to a national print 
strike. 

"If that was being done 
we could realisticallv be 
demanding action from the 
TUC and win solidarit y ac
tion by printers making ap
peals to the rank and file 

criminal act. Peter Jarvis 
and all those who rallied in 
support of him have been 
vindicated. The suspicion re
mains that the police, on the 
basis of an approach by 
T NT , arrested a union ac
tivist, and his three-year-old 
daughter, before they had 
any evidence , because of his 
involvement in the dispute. 
Had there not been such an 
immediate angry response 
from the labour movement, 
criminal proceedings might 
well not have been dropped. 

even if the leaders refuse to 
support us. 

"It is that campaign for 
mass action which we have 
to put our energies into to 
stop Murdoch and defend 
unionism in the print. " 

By lan llett 
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