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ELECTION TIME is ap
proaching and this week's 
Tory P art y conference 
has been trying to kid us 
that the government care. 

They will have a tough 
job. Opinion polls say 
most people think That
cher and her cabinet are 
insincere , untrustworthy 
and uncaring . Most peo
ple are right. 

We can 't wait until ' 88 

to get them out. Join the 
Labour Part y Young 
Socialists' demonstration 
on I 8 October. Follow 
the example of Newcastle 
CPSA who have booked 
a coach . Further educa
tion students in Liverpool 
have booked six coaches . 
The London jobs march 
has already raised £4,000 
(See report s page 5). -

Saturday 1 8 October 
Assemble 11.30am Southwark 
Park, London SE 1 6 . M arch to 
Trafalgar Square. 
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* Only 7 per cent of people are satisfied with the govern
ment's record on jobs. * They have thrown three million on the scrap heap to 
create record unemployment and record levels of 
bankruptcies. * Manufacturing investment has gone down 25 per cent 
destroying whole industries. 

* Teachers' jobs cut by around 10 per cent. * 60,000 higher educat ion places have vanished with 
a further 15 per cent cut due by 1990. * Local authorities which try to keep up spending are 
threatened with rate-capping or even suspension. 

[About health 
I 

I 
* Only one in seven believes t he NHS is safe with the 
Tories. * They have forced through cuts and redundancies by 
cash limits at local level. * National spending has not kept pace with NHS prices 
or increased need . * As with education Tories favour private schemes. ie 
rationing through wealth. 
0 The Tories care for only one thing - profit 
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ER IC BATES , f rom 
Broadgreen received his first 
pay packet for £79 and 
handed it over unopened to 
our Fighting Fund. 

Tony Priddle , a building 
worker from West London , 
has given us £1 00 wi t h 
another £200 to come . 
£1,691 was rafsed at 
Labour Party co-.ference . 

Some examples of the ex
cellent response to our cam
paign to ra ise a quarter of a 
. million by the beginning -

of December! See page 7 . 
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Editor: Peter Taaffe 

haunts Tories 
::; THE SPECTRE of past election defeats is haun
;::: ting this year's Tory Conference. Despite the 

painstaking stage-management, the speechified op-

::::.~:::::.:::::~::.::.: ~i~~~;·e~~~.t~~b~7~~c~~~~ ~~:t~~~~l~~~ sg;c~~::~ 
delegate and breathing down the neck of every 
government minister. 

Almost universally the press is speculating about 
. . whether or not it is possible for the Tories to avoid 

the general election defeat now predicted by every 
opinion poll. The strident, radical and abrasive 

. . phase of the Tory government, it is argued, must 
now give way to consolidation, and a softer image. 

::·::.:_: Even the most loyal Tory MPs are contemplating 
the possibility of a defeat. Teddy Taylor MP an ar-

·.· dent admirer of Thatcher, commenting on 1945, 
feared the Party "could be heading for a similar 
shock to that sustained by Churchill". (Guardian 
6 October 1986). 

••• 

Mass trespass at Coulport to oppose new Trident missile bases-part of a weekend of activity against nuclear weapons 

organised by CND. 45,000 people linked arms across Scotland on Sunday. 

NI Unions to act against intimidation 

t 

Tory die-hards and dozens of resolutions on the 
agenda complain about the inadequate "presenta
tion" of Tory policies. But more astute Tories see 
through this . "It is fashionable" writes Julian Crit
chley, "for governments in difficulty to put the 

. . .THE NORTHERN Ireland workers and council workers 
have taken strike action to 
resist the bigots. Since the 
beginning of the year, the 
Labour and Trade Union 
Group have spearheaded a 
campaign inside the trade 
union movement for a con
ference of the entire 
movement. 

the vice-chairman's con
cluding comments. This 
leaves less than an hour and 
a half for discussion. 

of working people, and 
eliminate poverty, poor 
housing and deprivation of 
all kinds. This is ridiculous, 
given the role of these anti
working class parties over 
the past 17 years. 

:: blame for their unpopularity on 'poor presenta
tion '. This is, of course, nonsense; but it is a device 
which serves to reassure the party faithful." 

"The public is worried," he continues, "about 
the quality of education, the availability of National 

. . Health Service care, and about the social and 
economical consequences of unemployment" . His T.:.· ··· 

blunt message to Norman Teb.bit is to " leave the 
sandbags at home. And for God's sake keep out 

. . of the pulpit." 
· · The Tories have good cause to fear the coming 
· · general election. Their policies have opened up a 

gulf between the social classes on a scale not seen 
since the 1930s. The bitter miners' strike was a 
watershed, demonstrating the class conflict develop
ing as a result of Tory policy and the crushing crisis 
of British capitalism. Tory wets, bishops and even, 
reportedly, the Palace, were wincing visibly at this 
evidence of the growing chasm between the classes. 

On every one of the key questions that concern 
workers today there is an overwhelming opposition 
to Tory policies . According to the Guardian 
Marplan poll, 87 per cent of voters believe Tory 
policies on jobs have failed. That is hardly a sur
prise, but 78 per cent believe the same on the he~lth 
service, 77 per cent on the standards in schools, and 
75 per cent on "protecting the weak". Even among 
Tory voters, 77 per cent believe Tory policies have 
failed on employment. 

Probably the single most important step that · · 
could be taken to refurbish the image of the party 

· · would be the replacement of Thatcher herself. This 
is not completely ruled out, but those in opposition 
seem to have left it too late and the wets in the Party · · 
now seem resigned to fighting the next election 
under her leadership. 

Thatcherism has demonstrated in the starkest ~.: : 
. . possible terms the impasse faced by British 

capitalism. But the harshness, cruelty and cuts in .. 
living standards have not been a result of the per-

:;: sonal characteristics of Thatcher and her Cabinet. .. < They have been the logical expression of the need 
•. :_::_::_: of the capitalist class, facing irreversible decline and :t 

decay, to drive down living standards and curtail 
the democratic rights of organised wo'rkers. .. 

It is as a reaction to the crisis and to those policies .. 
that class conflicts have been sharpened in recent 
years and that there is a huge grounds well of op- · · 
position to the goverr.ment. .. 

The Labour Party is marvellously well placed to 
exploit the unpopularity of the Tories and win an 

· · election triumph. But there is a warning for Labour. 
The more the Tories are detested for their mass 
unemployment, their decimation of health and 
education the more that workers will expect Labour · · 
to change things and reverse the Tories' cuts. Unless .. 
however the Labour government has a programme 
that will deal concretely with these issues then that :: 
government also wi ll face disillusionment, anger, .. 
and a collapse of its support. 
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Committee of the Irish Con
gress of Trade Unions (NIC
TU) has launched a cam
paign against sectarianism 
and intimidation. A major 
conference is being held on 
25 October in Belfast. 

Leafletting and postering 
is planned for all the cities 
and main towns with the 
support of the trades 
councils. 

The NICTU leaders have 
been pressurised into action 
by the trade union rank and 
file and by the activists 
within the movement. 

Bus workers, DHSS 

THE SALES campaign 
showed some of the 
potential which exists to 
boost the sales of our 
paper , From all O\(er the 
country repprts are coming 
in of new sa1es which were 
organised for the first time 
and • increasing num~ers 
sold 'at established sales. 

oe;tpite the attempt: oy 
the media to present the 
Labour Party Conference 
as a triumph for the right 
wing interest in the Militant 
was greater than ever. 
Over 700 papers were sold 
during the week at the con
ference and 1 00 were sold 
in Blackpool town centre 
on the Saturday before the 
conference. 

. Swansea sellers have 
doubled their sales in the 
city and surrounding 
estates. 

Our sellers got a tremen
dous response on the 
Cable Street march with 
the centre page article go
ing down very well. Over 
1 50 copies of the paper 
were sold. 

Also 40 were sold at the 
dole queues in Rochdale, 8 
at GEC in Manchester, 45 
were sold on the street in 
Carmarthen and 20 on an 
estate sale in Llanelli. 
These regular weekly sales 
are crucial steps in laying 
the base for a daily paper. 
So don't get discouraged if 
at first you don't sell 
dozens- keep it up and let 
us know. 

By Oave Fryatt 

But the plans for the con
ference itself are totally 
inadequate. 

It is only scheduled to last 
for two and a half hours, 
from 10.15am to 12.45. This 
includes the chairman's 
opening address, the pro
cedural arrangements, and 

SW AN SEA SELLERS have 
doubled their sales in the ci
ty and surrounding estates. 

Over 60 were sold on the 
Townhill estate. Sellers are 
planning a Militant public 
meeting with Tony 
Mulhearn speaking. (15 Oc
tober at Townhill Communi
ty centre 7.30pm). 

Right wingers have at
tempted to get the meeting 
called off but several local 
residents objected. 

Meanwhile Townhill's 
right-wing councillor, and 
City Council leader, Lewis, 
has just opened a new 
branch of Barclays-noted 
for its dealings with South 
Africa. 
By Pete Rodgers 

Royai
Aibert 
Hall 
Tickets £4 

While 500 community 
groups are being invited to 
send up to six delegates each, 
no provision is being made 
for the trade union branches 
to send delegates. NICTU 
leaders are also pushing for 
the churches and the 
employers to attend. 

In their statement of prin
ciples, the NICTU leaders 
are urging the main political 
parties to devise ar
rangements which meet the 
main needs and aspirations 

In Northern Ireland , 
political parties are either 
Tory, sectarian or both, and 
offer no solution to the pro
blems which beset workers. 
The only conclusion to be 
drawn is that the trade union 
movement needs its own 
political voice-a party 
fighting on a clear socialist 
programme. 

Auntie gets true-blue Duke 
NEW CHAIRMAN of the 
BBC Marmaduke Hussey 
should be just the man to 
sort out alleged " left-wing 
bias". 

In 1978 as managing direc
tor and chief executive of 
Times Newspapers, he tried 
to take on the print 
unions-and lost. The paper 
was off the streets for 11 
months~ 

But -he has all the right 
connections. In his teens, he 
was an officer in the 
Grenadier Guards. Then, he 
went to Trinity College, Ox
ford before moving into 
newspaper management. He 
is now a director of a 
number of companies. 

His wife, Lady Susan, is 
the elder sister of Tory En
vironment Minister William 

Waldegrave, and the 
Queen's most senior lady-in
waiting. 

Hardly surprising, then, 
that "Duke", as he is 
known, always votes Tory! 

And despite his reported 
astonishment at his appoint
ment it's hardly a surprising 
choice to bring ~he Corpora
tion back to Mrs Thatcher' s 
heels. 

J ake Ecclestone, deputy 
general secretary of the 
NUJ, hit the nail on the head 
when he said; "Mr Hussey's 
background does not give 
me any confidence that he is 
equipped to defend the 
public interest in broad
casting against Government 
interference and priva 
tisation." 

Sunday 1 6 November 
Speakers: Ted Grant, Peter Taaffe, Tony Mulhearn, 

Derek Hatton, Nimrod Sejake 

* Videos * Exhibitions 
Order your ticket now! From Militant Rally, 3/13 Hepscott 
Road, London E9 5HB. 
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Knowsley demands 
right to choose 
MEMBERS OF Knowsley North 
Labour Party are incensed at the 
suspension of the party's reselection 
process . They are determined to 
choose their own parliamentary 
candidate. 

The party has demanded that the in
quiry into Euro MP Les Huckfield ' s 
nomination is concluded within a 
week. It says that the selection con
ference must be held before the end of 
the month when parliament resits. 

Party Officers have contacted the 
national executive committee to ar
range a meeting to resolve the reselec
tion problem. 

The Liberals have been threatening 
to move the writ for the by-election. 
Party activists believe that the right
wing on the national executive com
mittee aim to impose a right-wing can
didate, using the excuse that time is 
running out. 

A special general management com
mittee meeting last Friday demanded 
that the party is allowed to exercise its 
democratic right to choose a 
candidate. 

take place on 12 October. The pro
cedure has been carried out with 
scrupulous care by ward parties and 
trade unions. 

The inquiry team set up by the na
tional executive committee to look into 
Les Huckfield's nomination, includes 
veterans of the Liverpool District par
ty inquiry such as Charles Turnock. 
That inquiry led to the expulsions of 
seven Liverpool members. Suspicions 
have been aroused that the Knowsley 
inquiry is on a similar mission. 

Militant supporters have always held 
the view that they will work to elect 
a Labour candidate to keep out the 
Tories and Liberals. The delay and 
confusion aroused by the NEC's ac
tions can only assist Labour's enemies. 

Any candidate imposed by the na
tional executive against the party's will 
would have to face reselection after the 
next general election. 

Resolutions defending Knowsley's 
rights should be rushed to the NEC 
with copies to the party secretary, 
Mike Maguire, 65 Copplehouse Lane, 
Fazakerley, Liverpool 10. * The reference in last week's article 
to Labour Party officials "monitoring 
the whole procedure" should have 
referred to Knowsle)' North's selection 
meeting and not the Merseyside East 
constituency part y meeting. 
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An emergency motion was passed 
expressing unwillingness to play a part 
"collectively or individually" in any 
selection process, or the subsequent 
by-election, unless a selection con
ference takes place with all the 
nominations so far declared. 

The selection conference was due to 

"Don't give up" 'They shall 
, 

never pass 
AS I walked through Tox
teth, a black lad, a complete 
stranger, asked me my 
name. When I told him it 
was Richard Venton, he 
said: 

"I thought so , I work for 
the council. I'm 21 and I 
never had a job until the last 
two years.'' 

He let his mate go on, and 
stayed for 15 minutes to 
discuss the expulsions and 
the city cou ncil. The good
will shown for Liverpool's 
socialists was captured in 
some of his phrases. 

Pointing to new council 
building he said, "There was 
nothing there since J 981, 

now the council are building 
homes. Round here we've 
had nothing but crap until 
Labour took over. You can't 
argue with that." 

Referring to the expul
sions he added, "I've been in 
court and I know you don't 
get justice but if somebody 
comes as a witness against 
you, you get to answer him : 
You people didn't even get 
that. What's Kinnock afraid 
of? Did he think you'd buy 
off the cameramen?" 

As he left, he shook my 
hand and said, "Keep 
fighting Richie-don 't give 
up your struggle." 

·Asian bqy killed 
,;.· ., in:·;~.i ra&i:st:~,*,attack 1 ,,-,_, . .)4;/ - 't :.,~·::. 

ON 17 September a 13 
year old Asian boy, Ahm
ed lkbal Ullah was 
murdered on his way to 
his school in Manchester, 
allegedly by a 13 year old 
white boy who attended 
the same school. 

The shock and grief of the 
community was shown when 
over I ,000 attended a special 
memorial service for the boy 
on 23 September. A march 
called at a day's notice at
tracted over 500 and was 
joined by black and white 
youth from the school. 

Bullying 
The Bangladeshi com

munity were proud that 
Ahmed had stood up alone 
on occasions for other Asian 
students against racist bully
ing at the school. 

All evidence points 
towards a racist motive for 
the attack, but police have 
concluded that this wasn't 
the case. A number of other 

racist incidents had occurred 
previously at the school, and 
a local paper reported that 
recently the situation had 
become so bad that some 
Asian pupils had to leave the 
school 15 minutes before the 
white pupils. 

After the attack, the Man
chester Evening News re fus
ed to print a statement by the 
Manchester Cit y Council 
calling for an inquiry into 
the events. 

The Manchester 
Bangladeshi Associaton are 
also calling for an inquiry 
and for steps to be taken to 
help eradicate racialism in 
schools. 

The inquiry must involve 
school trade unions, council 
representatives and represen
tatives from the Asian com
munity. Emergency action 
must be taken to ensure the 
safety of black students in 
schools. 

Withington LPYS are call
ing a public meeting against 
the attack. 

SO YEARS after the Bat
tle of Cable Street, Lon
doners again took to the 
East End streets on Satur
day to demonstrate their 
opposition to the fascists. 

About 5,000 people join
ed the march, which went 
past the scenes of many re
cent racist attacks . 

Leading the parade were 
the veterans of Cable Street, 
who had stood firm against 
Mosley' s blackshirts and 
forced them into retreat. 

As 75 year old Arthur 
Shute explained, "The street 
was just packed with people 
for about three quarters of a 
mile. We just stood there as 
the police tried to clear a way 
for the fascists to get 
through. But they could not 
do it. 

" It was probably the most 
inspiring experience of my 
life. Anyone who was in
terested in the labour move
ment and was in London on 
that day-you were duty 
bound to go to the East End. 

"In those days, there was 
a much more militant at
titude. Every weekend there 
would be a battle on street 
corners all over London,'' he 
said . 

Vigilance 
Gerry Ross said, "Fascism 

is either at your throat or at 
your knees. In 1936 it was at 
our throat. In 1939 it was at 
our throat. In 1945 we 
believed it was at our 
knees-but the . price of 
peace is eternal vigilance. 

"At that time, there were 
people at the highest levels 
who secretly, and even open
ly, would have welcomed 
fascism in this country. It 
was no . accident that the 
police used every means 
possible to try and get the 
fascists through-they had 
been given their instructions 
from the highest level. 

"But there are still people 
in high positions today who 
look with friendly eye on the 
racists and fascists of South 
Africa." 

Solly Kaye said, "The 

Above: Gerry Ross, veteran of the Cable St anti-fascist demonstration 50 years ago. Below: Young 
Socialists from Hackney and Tower Hamlets on the anniversary demonstration last Saturday. 

lesson has not been learned. 
There is a lot of work to be 
done in order to rid the peo
ple of this country and the 
world of menace of racism. 

"I have a marvellous pic
ture in my mind of the 
women of Quinn Street chas
ing the blackshirts out." 

The 1986 version was 
predominantly young . 

"You don't have to think 

it through, you just come to 
fight against the racial at
tacks," explained 20 year old 
Sally Pye from Hackney. 

Linda Douglas, the LPYS 
representative on the Labour 
Party's NEC, also joined the 
march. 

"It was all very 
worthwhile-a show of 
strength by the Labour 
movement, marching 

through all the places where 
fascists hung out. But it 
mustn't end here. 

"The same people who 
went on the demo must be 
prepared to mobilise 
whenever the local com
munity needs them," she 
said. 

By Jane Lincoln 
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CONFERENCE 

LabourS youth fight 
for their rights 

Young Socialists protesting at the chair ' s refusal to take a vote on the reference back. 

THE FUTURE of Labour's youth organisation, 
the Labour Party Young Socialists (LPYS) hangs 
in the balance after a vote for a consultation pro
cess about changes in the LPYS structure was 
railroaded through the party conference. 

Although man y of the 
proposals will be welcomed, 
especially a move to involve 
.more young trade unionist s, 
others are a danger to the 
LPYS's democracy and in
dependence . It is particular
ly vital to defend the right of 
the LPYS conference to for
mulate its own programme 
for youth and to elect its 
representative on the party's 
nat ional executive. A move 
to reduce the age limit to 2 1 
must also be fought. 

The conference debate on 
Youth Organisation was un
fortunately shunted to after 
five o'clock on Thursday 
afternoon when the televi
sion cameras were off and a 
marvellous opportunity to 
reach thousands of young 
people was missed. 

Young workers 
A resolution moved by 

Margaret Lynch of Glasgow 
Hill head attacked the LPYS 
for its sectariani sm. She 
made slurs upon the ;eputa
tion of the LPYS although 
she had to wrap up her at
tack by referring to the need 

By Frances Curran 

to win young workers to the 
Labour Party. 

In contrast Mike Morris, 
Liverpool West Derb y, 
defended the record of the 
LPYS and stressed the over
riding issue for young people 
was, ' Jobs, jobs, jobs' , and 
the Labour Party had to ad
dress itself to that. 

Tommy Sheridan , 
Glasgow Pollok, and LPYS 
National Committee, power
fully described the condi
tions faced by young people. 
"The LPYS will work with 
NOLS, NUS, Red Wedge 
and the trade unions to elect 
a Labour government" he 
said, "but the LPYS will 
fight just as hard for youth· 
under Labour as we do 
under the Tories". 

Eric Segal, Folkstone and 
Hythe, to loud applause 
from the NUM delegation, 
told conference how "The 
NUM and LPYS jointly 
organised a demonstration 
and rally in E lvington 
village, Kent, when 600 

:_· ···.rories'. ·friends_:;; .. · 
,. .. -.... . - . - - ..;:-.. -

LAST WEEK Militant referred to the stands in the con
ference complex rented out to big business corporations. 
Euro MP Les Huckfield, at the Campaign Group fringe 
meeti ng, revealed how much some of these donated last year 
to British United Industrialists and the Tory Party: 
Plessey-£30,000; Flexilink (European Ferries)-£33,250; 
Allied Lyons-£57 ,000 and Euroroutc-£64,600. These 
fr iends of the Tories were allowed to publicise their views 
at Labo ur's conference while sales of socialist papers were 
ruthlessly banned. 

miners, their families and 
young socialists marched , 
led by the present LPYS Na
tional Chair John Ellen". 

When the chair of con
ference tried to move to the 
summing up in an attempt to 
curtail the debate, John 
Ellen immediately got to the 
rostrum to protest but the 
microphone was turned off. 
The Chair was clearly not 
following his script, because 
after a word in his ear he 
agreed to take one more 
speaker, not the National 
Chair of the LPYS but an 
opponent of the LPYS from 
National Organisation of 
Labour Students. 

Accused . 
Tom Sawyer, Chair of the 

party's youth committee, 
fro m the platform 
acknowledged he could not 
answer the political ideas of 
the LPYS, saying: " this 
debate is not about youth 
unemployment , YTS or the 
miners". He accused the 
LPYS of being sectarian and 
called the LPYS leadership 
an unrepresentative clique 
He even tried to suggest that 
the LPYS was afraid of 
young workers coming into 
its organisation! 

The Chair refused to take 
card votes on the amend
ment, which were clearly 
asked for and because of the 
uproar suspended con
ference until the next day. 

On the Friday morning the 
section of the NEC report on 
youth came up including the 
part on reducing the LPYS 
age limit ot 21 . Bob Gillespie 
of SOGAT opposed the 
reduction and emphasised 
the political training he and 
countless other party 
members had received in the 
LPYS. "I and two other 

Photos: Dave Sincla ir 

members of my delegation 
were former members of the 
LPYS. I would never have 
got involved if the age limit 
had been 21 in our day. I in
sist that we do not deny our 
young people, these 
thousands we are trying to 
attract, the education that I 
had" he said . 

Alex Shanks, LPYS 
me.mber from Edinburgh 
East and a young miner , 
listed trade union yout h sec
tions which had age limits of 
26 inc lud ing NUPE in 
Scotland and the NUM 
which changed its age limit 
from 21 to be in line with the 
LPYS. Despite a clear call 
for reference back and a card 
vote, the chair refused to 
follow the rules of con
ference as laid down in the 
delegates guide. Larry Whit
ty was called in and stressed 
that the 21 age limit was up 
for consultation and that if 
it was opposed then it would 
not be implemented . A 
number of delegates 
mounted a strong protest to 
secure their right to a 
reference back and a card 
vote on the 21 age limit, but 
it was obvious the chair had 
been instructed that on no 
account was a vote to be 
taken. 

The report was accepted 
but with a few delegates 
refusing to vote because of 
the way it was railroadcd 
th rough. Despite the stage
managed debate and stack
ed votes at conference, the 
standing of the LPYS will 
not go down in the wider 
movement. There is no man
date to attack the LPYS. On 
the contrary we must now 
take the trade union leaders 
at their word and demand 
the setting up of democratic 
youth sections in the trade 
unions. 

\ 

AT THE biggest fringe meeting of the conference, organis
ed by the Campaign Group of Labour MPs, Linda · 
Douglas, elected to the new national executive committee 
to represent Labour's youth, appealed for support from 
the party to prevent any attack on their democratic rights 
and for an increase in their budget, so that they could con
tinue the fight to win young people to Labour. 

Eric Heffer MP, just voted off the executive, held up 
a copy of Liverpool City Council 's new brochure Success 
against the odds and declared: "I am proud of my Liver
pool comrades.'' It was his unflinching support .for the city 
council that caused some right-wingers to plot his defeat. 
The meeting's anger at Eric's defeat was intensified when 
it was reported by Joan Maynard MP that his successor, 
Tarn Dalyell, had voted for Neil Kinnock for vice
chairman, against Campaign Group MP Dennis Skinner. 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS of 
Liverpool City Council were. 
described to a frin ge 
meeting . Finance a nd 
St rategy committee chair
man Tony Byrne reported 
that the council had built 
more new houses than any 
other ten authorities put 
together. . "We are not 
waiting for the next Labour 
government" said council 
leader John Hamilton . 

The reason that the coun
cillors were to appear before 
th House of Lords was that 

they had carried out the pro
mises made before the elec
tion , said deputy leader 
Derek Hatton: " 10 ,000 
private sector workers have 
been employed in the Urban 
Rege neration Strategy . 
Liverpoo l is the only coun
cil building nurseries . 20 out 
of 100 apprentices taken on 
this year were black. We are 
proud of what we have done 
in the past and proud that we 
wi ll continue to carry it 
through until the voters of 
Liverpool decide otherwise'' . 

IN THE debate on local government, loud applause greeted 
David Blunkett's call for support of those Liverpool City 
Councillors facing surcharge and disqualification in the 
courts for standing up to Thatcher. 

He vowed that the next Labour government would not 
let them down, as happened with the Clay Cross councillors 
years ago, but would reverse the court orders. 

He called on conference to make sure that Lambeth 
councillors did not go bankrupt because of the surcharges 
ordered against them, and to back up Liverpool councillors 
in the courts " despite what has happened subsequently'. 

THE DEBATE on finance 
was brought to life when 
Eric Segal, Folkestone and 
H ythe asked why the NEC 
report made no mention of 
MPs' donations. Individuals 
like Robert Kilroy-Silk make 
thousands by writing gar
bage at the expense of the 
Labour movement. He said 
"Roy Hattersley is said to 
make thousands a year for 
writing drivel in The Guar
dian. Is there no mention of 
this because nothing comes 
back? 

"Why is there no mention 
of the income of John Cun
ningham from his consultan
cies with Albright and 
Wilson and Dow? We must 
demand that our represen
tatives follow the example of 
MPs such as Dave Nellist 
and Terry Fields who are 

prepared to represent their 
const ituencies earni ng the 
average wage of a skilled 
worker and donate the rest 
back to the movement. How 
can you represent a class 
when you are earning the 
wages of the bosses and their 
class?" 

r . 

' . 
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_ · Build for 18 October 

JarrowS new crusaders 
ON 5 OCTOBER, 1936, singing the Red Flag and the 
Internationale, unemployed workers set off from the 
Tyneside shipbuilding town of Jarrow to march to 
London. 

The "Jarrow Crusaders" hoped the Tory govern
ment would provide jobs for their devastated town. 

Fifty years later, little has 
changed. Shipbuilding on 
the Tyne has been decimated 
since 1979, and in Jarrow 
.male unemployment stands 
at 31.5 per cent. 

The Labour Party has 
organised a re-enactment of 
the crusade. 20 year-old 
Mick Hunter from Blaydon 
LPYS who is joining the 
march told Militant: 

"[wanted to protest at the 
mass unemployment the 
Tories have created as part 
of an organised body on a 
national level. The media 
seem to ignore local protests. 

which never materialised. 
The pay was £25 a week so 
after expenses I was worse 
off than on the dole. I 
remembered this du ri ng the 
miners' strike. It was their 
fight for real jobs whi ch 
sparked off my interest in 
politics and the LPYS. " 

Militant: As this is a 
Labour Parry march, what 
message would you give to 
Neil Kinnock as the next 
Prime Minister ? 

" This is a march to 
highlight the problems of 
yout h unemployment in the 
North East. I will st ill be 
here after the next election 
and I will still be wanting a 
job. 

Welcome the Jarrow 
marchers here: 
Darlington (9 October) 
Northallerton ( 1 0) 
Ripon (11) 
Harrogate ( 1 3) 
Leeds (15) 
Wakefield ( 17 l 
Barnsley ( 1 9 l 
Sheffield (21 l 
Chesterfield (22) 
Mansfield (23) 

Nottingham (24) 
Loughborough (25) 
Leicester (27) 
Market Harborough (28) 
Northampton (29) 
Bedford (30) 
Luton (31) 
St Albans ( 1 November) 
London (2) 

payments for those in need. 
The first step should be to 
take over the commanding 
height s of the economy." 

"The only job I have had 
since leaving school in 1982 
was on YTS. This was an at
tempt to train me for a job "Labour must have a 

commitment to a return to 
fu ll employment , a reversal 
of the NHS cut s, decent 
housing for everyone and 
adequate soc ial securit y Jarrow: October 1986. Marchers carry tne original petition box. 

Diary of a marcher 
"WHY AM I going on 
the march? Since the 
Tories abolished the GLC 
I've been unemployed. 
I've tried loads of jobs 
but no joy, so I'm going 
to fight for a future by 
getting rid of the Tories" 
Nairesh Chauman 
Beckenham LPYS. 
THESE WORDS would be 
echoed by all of us on the 
London Youth March for 
Jobs. We are winding our 
way through 22 London 
boroughs, 120 miles. Look 
out for us with our red caps 
and jackets- the Red Army 
on the march walking and 
talking to local people. 

We got a great response in 
the Bermondsey streets, held 
a brief rally at New Cross. 
Then we marched in bright 
sunshine through Deptford 
to Greenwich and Woolwich 
shopping centre where SO 
people joined our rally where 

the mayor, a sacked printer, 
and council leader John 
Austin Walker and marcher 
Paul Kershaw spoke. Great 
disco in the evening where a 
marcher's cap and T-shirt 
were raffled. 

Sunday 5th. Day of rest. 
Over to Newham by 
Woolwich ferry. We per
formed a bizarre Morris 
dance with Margaret That
cher, and raised £10 from 
people waiting for ferry. 

Monday 6th. "I love 
walking but I hate getting 
up'' says our organiser Mick 
Moore. Good response from 
East Ham to reception at 
Barking unemployed centre, 
where local MP Jo Richard
son and marcher Paul 
Couchman speak. Local 
GMBATU branch secretary 
gives £30 when another hat 
an T-shirt are raffled. 

On to Barking job centre 
where a number of people · 
sign up for the local coach 

for the 18th. Sun bearing 
down on us. On our way to 
Fords Dagenham, one of 
Murdoch's victims, a sacked 
printworker left his house 
and joined us for a couple of 
miles. 

Got a good reception from 
afternoon shift at Fords. At 
the club, an ex-Fords 
worker, an OAP of 81, emp
tied his pockets as he told us 
of the 1930s. On to Red
bridg!! Tech and an evening 
reception at Barking Foot
ball club. 

We'll be getting lots of 
people on the march on the 
18th. Hope you'll be there 
too! 
PS. The sun's still shining on 
us. Watch Thatcher at Tory 
conference and see if she 
prays for rain. 

By Sue Kahn 
(Southall LPYS) 

DHSS Enfield and Haringey Branch 
Committee CPSA agreed to sponsor the 
youth march and circulate material 
advertising the CPSA and YTURC 
youth rally on 8 October. One member 
Mike Dolphin agreed to take a day off 
work to meet marchers and join in the 
march. 

response from local people. 
A young bus driver from Camberwell Bus 

Garage told us : "another year of Tory rule 
means another year of deprivation . Get a 
Labour government in power on socialist 
principles and then it will be able to give 
young people a future". 

In London College of Printing , nearly 40 
people are interested in setting up a Labour 
Club-in anticipation of massive Tory 
education cuts. Flyposting has hit the whole 
area and two public meetings are in hand 
locally. 

:; :;:::::::::;:;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

THE NATIONAL LPYS demonstration and 
the round London march both start in the 
Bermondsey area. This has brought a good 
::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::. 

Youth Training Swindle 
COVENTRY SOUTH East 
LPYS, in conjunction with 
USDA W, the shopworkers' 
union, have started a cam
paign against firms abusing 
the Youth Training Scheme 
(YTS). 

USDA W provided us with 
details of concessions it had 
won from larger stores like 
Sainsbury's and Tesco's then 
we went to a city centre 
store, Owen and Owen and 
set up placards detailing YTS 

condit ions . Many shoppers 
stopped and said they would 
not go in. Others told us of 
worse conditions elsewhere. 

One young girl who used 
to work at the store told us 
she had left because of the 
treatment of YTS. "It took 
us five months to get 
something towards our 
travel costs .. and then only 
£1 .. and as for the extra staff 
discount they told you we 
got and the food 

vouchers .. we never saw 
them." 

The LPYS collected £25 
and twelve names for the 
demo then went to the local 
radio station who gave a 
good report on the main 
news . The real push in our 
local campaign will come 
towards Christmas when 
shopworkers really are poor
ly treated . 

By Paul Sharry 

Fighting Botha's regime 

LPYS members on June's anti-apartheid march. 

THE LPYS have been ac
tively opposing the apartheid 
regime throughout Britain. 
In Glasgow LPYS members 
occupied and picketed a 
store with large but hidden 
links with the Both a regime. 

Benetton, Europe's largest 
knitwear manufacturer has 
stores in South African 
cities. On 25 September IS 
young socialists entered a 
branch in Glasgow. We told 
the non-union staff of the 
reasons for our visit, while 
outside 40 more YS members 
started a noisy demonstra
tion and explained what was 
going on to interested 
passers-by. 

The staff knew nothing of 
the links but were quite 
friendly, we made it plain we 

W ANSBECK LPYS, . in 
Northumberland · attracted 
200 local people to their 
"Rock against apartheid" 
following a very successful 
day of action, pickets and 
petitions in the local area. 

We raised £130.25 people 
put their names down to go 
on 18 October demo, and 
two people paid for their 
tickets down on the night. 

BlliGHTSIDE LPYS at
tracted over 600 people to a 
gig in Sheffield with ·the 
Housemartins the main 
musical attraction , toj:;ether 
with four local bands. 

The Housemartins 
donated £SOO to workers at 
Keeton's Engineering, on 
strike for 14 weeks. Mark 
Simms, . AEU deputy con
venor at Keeton's was one of 
the speakers. 

had no difference with them 
only their bosses. 

When the police came and 
asked us to leave we refused 
and stayed there to make our 
point for a bit longer. When 
we finally left we were 
greeted with cheers, stayed 
outside with clipboards and 
collected 500 signatures. 

Every LPYS branch 
should take an active part in 
solidarity with workers' de
fiance of apartheid. Infor
mation on the Benetton cam
paign from Tommy 
Sheridan , 265 Linthaugh· 
Road, Pollok, Glasgow GS3 
SYE 

By Tommy Sheridan 
LPYS National Committee 

The bands and disco were 
from the Ashington Young 
Musicians Collective set up 
after Wansbeck LPYS cam
paigned for leisure facilities 
for local ycuth. The bands, 
St James lt1firmary, Last 
Orders and Branded 
repeated the YS messages 
musically through the night. 

By Sue Curry 

Also speaking were David 
Blunkett , Kevin Mullins 
(COHSE) and John Ellen 
(LPYS National Chair). 

WE APOLOGISE to 
Southampton LPYS for say
ing ( Militant 3 October) that 
SOO people attended their 
"Youth Festival for a 
future." The. real figure 
should have been 5000. 
What a difference a nought 
makes. 

October 
4-18. 

Labour 
Party 
Yo.ung 

Socialists 
Mass 
demo 

against 
the Tories 

::::::::;:;:;:::::::::::::::::;:;:;:;:;:;:::::::::: 

Saturday 
18 October 
:;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::;.;:::::::;:;:;:::::: 

11 .30am Southwark 
Park 



6 MII::IIAi'JT ' 1o 'Octobet '1!9'86' . 

stitcan ••• 
The Secret Diary of 
Adrian Kiljoy-Sulk (aged 
15:Y.d. 

IN A WORLD EXCLUSIVE Militant brings you the most authentic memoirs 
since Hitler's Diaries. Personally authenticated by well known historian Lord 

fighting redundancy and sav
ing jobs. (Mine in 
particular). 

January 
Have discovered a place up 
north called Knowsley 
North. Apparently I'm its 
MP. Good Lord. 

February 
Thought I'd better show my 
face at the local Labour Par
ty General Management 
Committee .. Shouldn't have 
bothered . All these rough 
types going on about na
tionalisation, jobs, houses, 
Liverpool City Council and 
nuclear disarmament. What 
has that got to do -with the 
Labour Party? Found it all 
very intimidating. 

March 
Am gripped by cold, stark 
fear . I have got to stand for 
reselection! I didn't have to 
last time , when Ormskirk 
was merged in with 
Knowsley North, pr 
whatever it's called. Party 
HQ fixed that one for me. 
The GMC delegates will vote 
yes vote, if they want me to 
stand again. What a traves
ty of democracy! One Trot 
even went on about MPs liv
ing on a 'workers' wage'. Ye 
Gods, don't they know the 
price of houses in Bucking
hamshire? 

April 
Am fighting back. The 
forces of the Labour move
ment are on my side. Well, 
the BBC, Fleet Street and the 
party machinery anyway. 
The papers have a smashing 
piece about how a 
'Merseyside MP' offered me 
another seat if I don't stand 
in Knowsley North against 
Militant. Militant has replied 

Duper. 

this is impossible. They 
don't want me to stand 
anywhere . Cheek. 

May 
My fanatical Militant oppo
nent for the seat is picking 
up support. Leaving aside 
his commitment to reselec
tion, his vow to take only a 
worker's wage, and that as a 
Liverpool City Councillor he 
is putting his home and 
family on the line to defend 
jobs and housing, it's quite 
clear he is driven by naked 

political ambition . Unlike 
myself of course. 

June 
My mole Trevor the full time 
official, has unearthed how 
Militant pack the GMC. 
Firstly, making sure their 
parents live in Knowsley 
North, they get born into the 
working class. Then, ti-Jey 
join trade unions and the 
Labour Party and turn up 
for meetings (which should 
have made us suspicious to 
begin with). 

Then they stand for elec
tion to the GMC- and win! 
Apparently this blatant con
spiracy is party policy . In
credible isn't it? Now, I 
much prefer the old right 
wing method. You -select a 
few respectable types such 
as a headmaster, lecturer etc. 
They then track down an 
electrician, go up to him and 
say: "I recognise you as a 
member of the EETPU and 
claim your place on the 
GMC". · Much more 
sensible. 

PriorS commitment 
A NEW BOOK by Tory 
ex cabinet minister Jim 
Prior "A Balance of 
Power'' shows the divi
sions and problems faced 
by the Tories, British 
capitalism's number one 
defender. 

Prior is a Tory wet. He 
wants the House of Com
mons redes igned so that op
position parties don't con
front each other. It's nasty _ 
In his earl y days he said he 
could never work for a par
ty with a policy of 
unemployment. 

But that was in the boom 
days of rhe early 1960'>. He 
became a cabinet mini ster in 
a world recession when 
British capitalism was far 
weaker. Prior did not like 
the way Thatcher, his leader, 
tackled these problems; her 
cabinet's policies destroyed 
industry and jobs. 

The first Tory budget 
shocked him and he was 
scat hing about the 
Treasury's mone tar ists . 
"None had any experience 
of running a whelk stall let 
alone a decent sized com
pany. Their attitude to 
manufacturing indu stry 
bordered on the contemp
tuous . They sha red the 
view _ . that we were better 
sui ted as a nation to being a 
service economy and should 
no longer worry about pro-

Jim Prior with fellow wet Norman St John Stevas. 

duction . I could not see how 
this could be reconciled with 
t he emp loyment of .. 23 
million people." 

But the representatives of 
industrial capitalism, like 
Prior, now chairman of 
GEC, did not object to the 
weakening of union rights . 
And Prior appointed his 
son's colleague at Lazard 
Freres, a certain Ian 
MacGregor , to but cher 
British Steel and later the 
NCB on monetarist lines. 

Prior is no friend of the 
workers, but he can tolerate 
some workers' leaders. He 
invited Moss Evans to dinner 
before that first Tory budget 
which dismayed Jim so. A 
steady stream of union 
leaders discussed industrial 
relations over a bottle of 
wine. 

Jim Prior differs from 
Thatcher in wanti ng to in
volve the labour movement's 
leaders more in forging their 
own manacles. He wants 

Kinnock to fight the "hard 
militant left''. He regrets 
that the Tories did not back 
Labour's "dynamic" In 
Place of Strife anti-union 
proposals in 1969. 

A cynic might wonder if 
he was angling for a place in 
a "new realist" Labour 
government. But the pay as 
chairman of GEC is better. 
No wage restraint for Jim! 

By Roger Shrives 

July 
Things going well. The EET
PU has now got lots of their 
people onto the GMC who'll 
vote for me. They speak with 
the true voice of the Labour 
movement-can't unders
tand why they've all got Bir
mingham accents though. 

August 
BBC came up and did a 
story, so had to address ward 
meeting (yuk!). Gave a pret
ty impassioned speech about • 

September 
Militant have been rumbled! 
Trevor has found out some 
TGWU delegates are from 
Unemployed Centres. The 
unemployed may be alright 
for taking down to No.! 0 on 
a publicity stunt , but we' re 
bloody well not having them 
in the party!! Besides, the 
TGWU is for transport 
workers. Alright, so I join
ed the union when I was a 
university lecturer in 1966. 
Well, I travelled about a lot. 

October 
Great time at Labour Party 
conference. Only marred by 
us.ual bully boy tactics from 
the left. One youngster was 
rude to me so I had to put 
him through a plate-glass 
window. 

November 
Victory!!! At last reason has 
triumphed, sa nity has 
returned and the forces of 
democracy have won 
through. To be more precise 
the Labour leadership has 
suspended the party and ex
pelled my Militant 
opponent. 
But we must remain vigilant. 
The forces of good within • 
the party like myself and the 
Daily Mirror must shine out 
like beacons lighting up the 
dark corners of the move
ment where the extremists 
plot and fester. In the in
terests of the British people 
we must fight, fight and 
fight again. We shall never 
surrender. 

Have been offered a nice lit
tle number with the BBC. 
I'm off. Byee! 

© Scab Newspapers Ltd. 

Currie's ignorance 
DOES EDWINA Currie 
read her own government's 
statistics? They are the best 
answer to her claim that ill 
health has nothing to do with 
poverty, but is ~caused by 
'ignorance'. 

The government's own 
Family Expenditure Survey 
shows that low income 
households spend only £1 .53 
a week on alcohol and£ I .78 
on smoking. The wealthy 
spend £19.47 and £5. 18 

respectively! 
The poor spend a higher 

proportion of their income 
on food, but a healthier diet 
would cost a low income 
family 35 per cent more. All 
the figures underline the fact 
tha t un employment and 
poverty cause stress and 
illness. 

If ignorance caused ill 
health , Mrs Currie would be 
a hospit a l case. 

Thatcher's 'dem~cracy' 
TORY PARTY conference 
doesn't pretend to any sort 
of democracy. Once the Par
ty leader has been selected by 
the MPs, he or she runs the 
show. 

Thatcher is the demigod, 
she appoints Cabinet 
Ministers, the Party chair
man and other officers. 
Conference is only a 
democratic veneer. 

The resolutions picked for 
the agenda are carefully 
selected to avoid controver
sy. The delegates have no say 
in party policy, government 
ministers speak and the 
'Standing ovation-ometer' 
(the Tories' vers ion of the 
' clap-ometer') is the nearest 
you get to a vote. Under five 
minutes and it' s back to the 
back b{!nches. 

But this year, a subversive 

element-the Charter Move
ment for Conservative Par
ty democracy want the con
stituency party members to 
have some say in selecting 
the party leader and deciding 
policies. 

34 motions have gone to 
the conference calling for 
greater-democracy within the 
party and the extremists may 
attempt to get the con
ference's standing orders 
overthrown if none of the 
motions are taken. 

The leadership don't want 
to show their divisions just 
before an election. Other
wise the undemocratic split
ridden party will be in 
danger of being shown up 
for what it is. 

By Anne lewin 



Conisbrough-the 
enemy without 
TRAVEL ALONG the Sheffield/ Doncaster railway 
line and you may notice a small boarded-up station, 
standing in the shadow of Cadeby Colliery. 

It might appear as just a 
small blot on the decaying 
industrial landscape of 
South Yorkshire. But 17,000 
people live in Conisbrough 
and Denaby and they are 
counting the heavy costs of 
seven years of Thatcherism. 

Unemployment is 27 per 
cent and still rising; 70 per 
cent of school leavers are 
without work or further 
education; 53 per cent of 
households are in receipt of 
housing benefits; 25 per cent 
are on supplementary 
benefits and up to 71 per 
cent of pupils in local 
schools receive free school 
meals. 

The twin towns were 
founded upon the coal in
dustry. In years past workers 
here would be described by 
vote-hunting politicians as 
' the backbone of British in
dustry' and 'the salt of the 
earth.' 

After the bitter months of 
the miners ' strike, com
munities like these were con
demned as 'the enemy 
within'. But for the new 
generation, going from 
school to the dole, 'the 
enemy without' would be 
more appropriate. Under the 
Tories they are without work 

By Kevin Hanley 

and without a future. 
"We are trapped here on 

the dole,' said unemployed 
Steve Williams . 

"The few folk around 
here who have any qualifica
tions are getting out." 

21 year old Martin Ward 
has never had a job: "I went 
South last year looking for 
work, and ended up out of 
pocket. You can't get a .job 
without experience, but how 
can you get experience 
without a job? I would give 
my right arm for a job." 

But Steve went into fits of 
laughter when he recalled the 
Liberals' plans to revive the 
area: 

"Their answer is to create 
17,000 ice cream men as part 
of a tourist attraction to see 
the rundown old Con
isbrough castle. It may be 
several hundred years old, 
but it is still in better condi
tion than some of the local 
council housing. " 

The local Doncaster coun
cil has just built a new leisure 
centre. But for Steve, 
unemployed in Con
isbrough, the massive fare 

increases forced by the Tory 
government on to South 
Yorkshire transport, have 
meant "it may as well be on 
the other side of the moon." 

Of course there are all the 
government schemes, design
ed to improve the unemploy
ment statisti cs and at least 
keep young people off the 
streets. Mick Hanley is 21 , 
and is now on his fourth 
scheme since leaving school 
in 1980. 

Gardening and bricklay
ing are the skills he has pick
ed up on these schemes . 
"But they can't help me at 
all," he complains . "Firms 
can pick and choose these 
days, they only want appren
tice trained people. 

''There have been no ap
prenticeships round here for 
years. I only stay on the 
schemes because they at least 
get me out for a couple of 
pints at the weekend." 

Wayne Kilner was made 
redundant last year, and he 
tried the Tory recipe-self
employment on the enter
prise allowance scheme. But 
his window cleaning round 
fell through. 

" Thatcher shou ld come 
and live here and see how she 
likes it," challenged Wayne . 
"See if she can manage 
without.'' 
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Yorkshire miners at the turn of the century. 

'The blood on your coal' 
A SERVICE was held recently at the local 
church to remember the 88 people who lost 
their lives in the Cadeby Colliery disaster of 
1912. 

"In addition to these deaths, a book in the 
local library-appropriately entitled 'The 
Blood on Your Coal'-records a further 130 
fatal accidents at the pit prior to 
nationalisation. 

In all 218 men and boys (some as young 
as 13) have given their lives to this merciless 
industry at Cadeby. · 

74 years later the pit is earmarked for 
closure having allegedly outlived its 
usefulness. 

A joint union appeal by both the NUM 
and NACODS has been rejected following 
the Colliery Review Board decision to close 
Cadeby pit. 

Hatchet man fan McGregor was wheeled 
out for his last national board meeting as 
chairman. According to him 'there was no 
alternative to closure as the pit had no pro
spect of improving performance and results 
to achieve economic viability'. 

Yet this follows a spate of record break
ing weeks at Cadeby Colliery. In the first 
seven weeks since the D16s face came into 
production, weekly output has risen steadi-

ly from S,355 tonnes to 13,600 tonnes. 
This so-called loss making pit needs only 

to produce 5,500 tonnes to break even-and 
those figures are for coal sold, not the full 
take. Moreover, it is the highest quality coal 
the pit has ever produced. 

But while the Coal Board are bragging 
about rising production around the coalfield, 
Cadeby has not had a mention . 

The record breaking flag flies over the pit 
top, but production has already been 
stopped. 

Cadeby has a strong militant tradition. 
During the year long strike, support was vir
tually solid . Onl)' a tiny minority crossed the 
picket line as the strike drew to an end. 

"Now the pit' s thousand members have 
been reduced to a hard core of 321 commit
ted men" said Delegate Mick Rodgers. To 
him the consequences of closure can be 
sum med up in just two words-'Ghost 
Town.' 

But while they await the outcome of an ap
peal to an independent tribunal, Branch 
Secretary Keith Spooner remains defiant: 
"We have absolutely no confidence in the 
Coal Board and if they try to shut us we will 
not go down without a fight." 

The poor are always with us 
POVERTY is not new to the 
area. Both Conisbrough and 
Denaby were singled out for 
special help following the 
publication of the Plowden 
Report in 1969. 

The idea was that teams of 
social workers and extra 
educational resources should 
be poured into tfle area, to 
snap people out of their 
poverty and disillusionment. 

But while such a project 
could not even hope to 
scratch the surface of the 
fundamental causes of 
poverty, at least coming out 
of it was a much-needed 
welfare rights centre. 

Over 15 years on , 
however, the Red House 

social and community centre 
has had its urban a id grant 
stopped. 

Done aster's Department 
of Social Services is in deep 
trouble. The Metropolitan 
Borough lost out heavily this 
year in the rate support grant 
settlement. Another third of 
a million pounds will have to 
go, on top of the Depart-

ment's cuts of £2.5 million 
over the last five years. 

More jobs and services 
will be lost , added to a list of 
three old people's homes and 
nine children's homes which 
have already been sq uashed 
under the iron heel of 
Thatcher. 

Conisbrough and Denaby Labour Party Young Socialists 
public meeting . 

"Conisbrough fights for a future" 

Speaker Gary Ironmonger (LPYS national committee) . 16 
October 7. 30pm. Cadeby and Denaby Miners Welfare. 

Quarter of a million- you can do it 
IN LAST week's issue we launch
ed a bold new Fighting Fund target 
of raising £250,000 by the first 
week of December, appealing to all 
our readers to send us a donation 
of at least one week's income. 

To any other paper such a target 
would be impossible. But barely 
had we announced our aim than 
readers from all over the ocuntry 
were letting us know that their con
tribution was on its way. There is 
no better way to respond to the at
tacks on us at Labour Party Con
ference than by ensuring that we 
raise this cash. The money raised 
will enable us to develop our 
resources in the run-up to a General 
Election and especially to produce 
a much-needed twice-weekly 
Militant. 

Within three days of the new 

target being announced our total 
had shot up to £22 ,105 London 
took a giant leap forward with 
£4,500 contributed by readers sen- . 
ding in their week's income. Many 
readers have promised us much 
more than a week's income. 

Such is the determination of our 
readers that we have had donations 
ranging from £150 from Councillor 
Mike Smith in South Yorkshire, to 
£7.50 from a school student in 
South Wales, from £50 from 
Muriel Browning, a long standing 
reader in Llanelli, to £80 from 
NUPE steward Bill Graham in 
London. Bill , a single parent with 
two children, started reading the 
paper just over a month ago. Mat
thew Howarth , a student in Man
chester, sent us £50 with his paper 
subscription and D Taylor from 

Reading was the first to return our 
special Appeal Letter along with 
£50. 

We appeal to all readers not on
ly to send us your contribution of 
a week's income, but to go and ask 
others, your mates at work, at col
lege, at school, to do the same. 

Remember, also , to contiliue all 
the normal fund-raising activities. 
A Wirral reader raised over £42 last 
week from extras on sales of the 
paper. A social in Sittingbourne 
raised £20. In Skipton a public 
meeting raised £40.02, a sponsored 
bike ride £9, and selling beer £4. 
Selling Militant T-shirts in Glasgow 
made £30. 

Trade Union expenses and work 
place collections continue to raise 
money. In Gwent £6.51 and £2.84 
was raised outside Six Bells Colliery 

New Targets for Fighting Fund. 

Eastern £ 9, 700 
East Midlands £10.450 
London £40.450 
Manchester 
and Lanes 
Merseyside 
Northern 
Scotland East 
Scotland West 

£12,850 
£25,000 
£15,300 
£10.400 
£11,000 

and Marine Colliery respectively. 
Use •he collecting tins and ask for 
the solidarity price . 

Let's see all the cash come 
flooding in. 

Forward to a quarter of a million 
pounds! 

Southern 
South East 
South West 
Wales 
West Midlands 
Yorkshire 
National 

Total 

£10,300 
£ 6,700 
£ 6 , 7 50 
£15,850 
£15,350 
£23,900 
£36,000 

£250,000 

Donations this week include: L 
Fountain Chesterfield NGA £4.50; 
R Rankin Fulham £9.10; A Healey 
Fulham £5; S Wright Bath UCW 
£4; C Jones AEU Blackwood £10; 
Ted Winship Redcar £10; Cllr K 
Brooks Mid Kent CLP £1.40; Tim 
Neave CPSA £12. 

(New chart next week) . 
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ommy Sheridan 

ONE DEBATE in which the plat
form could not stifle the voice of 
Marxism within the Labour Party 
was on South Africa. Seconding 
composite 41, Frank Doyle, 
Glasgow Shettleston, described a 
society wher~ "five million whites 
consume as much food in a }'ear as 
the 28 million blacks, a society 
where five per cent of the popula
tion own 88 per cent of the wealth 
and lh·e in luxury" . 

" The Labour Party and trade 
unions" said Julie Harris , Poole, 
"should not be trailing behind the 
liberal advocates of sanctions but 
should organise workers' sanctions 
to support the black South African 
trade union movement and the 
youth in the townships in their 
struggle against apartheid and 
capitalism." 

Frank Doyle reminded delegates 
that "the Spanish Civil War was 50 
years ago this year. If it was right 
then to fight for our brothers and 
sisters it is right now' ' . He was sup
ported by Tommy Sheridan, 
Glasgow Pollok , who argued that 
trade union federation COSA TU, 
"represents the emergence of a 
giant, but unlike Gulliver, this giant 
does not face the little people, but 
a state machine, brutally efficient 
and awesomely equipped ... Our 
brothers and sisters, the youth of 
South Africa, need arms for 
defence and to fight for freedom, 
democracy and socialism. We have 
a duty to provide those arms". 

Sharp contrast 
This was in sharp contrast to 

Denis Healey's call for "man
datory sanctions through the 
United Nations". 

For the national executive Sid 
Tierney praised the workers who 
had taken action against apartheid, 
but failed to back the call for 
workers' sanctions. He opposed 
composite 41 \)y attacking 
statements which were not in it
that it was telling the South African 
workers how to struggle and stuff
ing a political programme down 
their throats. His only response to 
the call for arms was that "the 
ANC were seeking to control the 
violence". 

Tbe composite was lost on a 
sbo·w of hands after the chair un
constitutionally refused a call for 
a card vote. His reason for 
deliberately avoiding a recorded 
vote became clear afterwards when 
it emerged that nine unions, NCU, 
UCW, UCATI, FBU, BFAWU, 

ACTT, SOGAT, CATU and the 
NUM, with over a million votes 
between them, voted for the resolu
tion against the NEC. This shows 
the great potential for a campaign 
within the British trade union 
movement on this programme. 

By Phil Masters 

Composite 41 
This conference salutes the struggle 
of the black majority in South Africa 
against the apartheid state and the 
system of capitalist enslavement 
which that state sustains, and 
pledges our committed support for 
the overthrow of the racist dictator
ship which is based on white domina
tion and privilege, and its replace
ment with the democratic rule of 
working people in a state free from 
racial privilege and class exploitation. 

Conference reaffirms its support 
for the African National Congress 
which the oppressed masses are 
striving to build in South Africa·under 
working-class direction and control in 
order to carry out the struggle for na,
tional liberation and socialism. 

Conference will do all in its power 
to obtain the release of a wrongly im
prisoned man, Nelson Mandela, and 
all political prisoners . 

Conference recognises that the 
apartheid regime and the South 
African ruling class will never sur
render power peacefully and that this 
makes unavoidable a mass struggle 
for the armed seizure of state power 
by the majority. Conference supports 
armed action to defend the move
ment and preparations for a 
future armed insurrection, while at 
the same time avoiding acts which 
can only have counter productive and 
reactionary results . 

Conference calls ' on the next · 
Labour government to end past prac
tices of collaboration with Pretoria 
and to end diplomatic relations with 
South Africa. lt also calls for the 
mobilisation of the labour movement 
to introduce economic sanctions and 
to provide arms and other material 
support to the revolutionary move
ment in South Africa for use in the 
struggle against the ap~rtheid state. 

THE ARGUMENT from Tiemey 
that composite 41 sought to impose 
a socialist programme on the South 
African workers, has been 
answered by one of the biggest 
South African trade unions, the 
Metal and Allied Workers' Union. 
Their Congress has just passed 
unanimously a resolution which 
proclaims: "We are committed to 
building socialism and committed 
to the leadership of the working 
class in the struggle" . 

••• qtwo 

THE 1986 Labour Party Conference was very much a pre
election rally. An end to the disastrous years of Tory rule 
is in sight, and Labour leader Neil Kinnock held out the 
promise of ''a government that is determined to adopt 
the policies of investment, production and growth". On 
jobs, disarmament, a minimum wage and the repeal of 
Tory anti-trade union laws, despite many ql.falifications 
and much vagueness, workers see the chance of a 
decisive change for the better with the election of a 
Labour government. 

This enthusiasm for a Labour victory however, was ex
ploited by the leadership to stage-manage the conference, 
stifle debate and present an image of unity behind Neil 
Kinnock. 

Rules of procedure were quite 
openly flouted whenever there was 
a danger of a serious chailenge to 
the platform. The majority of 
speakers in all the key debates were 
MPs, prospective parliamentary 
candidates and union leaders . On 
economic policy not a single con
stituency delegate was called! 

The right's victory was not quite 
total. Conference voted to put a 
stop to any proposals to undermine 
the right of parties to re-select their 
MPs. The NEC was defeated on 
the demand for a Minister for 
Women in the cabinet. Yet on the 
most critical issues there was no 
debate, just attacks on the Tories 
and vague promises of better things 
to come from the next Labour 
government. 

Kinnock's big speech was full of 
rhetoric but empty of specific 
pledges . He demagogically appeal
ed to ' morality' and 'patriotism'. 
He declared that he would die for 
his country. But which country did 
he mean? The Britain of the 20,000 
millionaires or of the 3,500,000 
unemployed? There is no common 
interest between Britain's 'two na
tions', yet Kinnock's policies, on 
jobs, production and social owner
ship wer.e imbued with the idea that 
there is a 'nati>Jnal' interest' as if 
there could be an 'interest' separate 
from those of the capitalists and 
the workers. 

The NEC statement Labour: The 
party of production, talks of "a 
National Economic Summit
involving government, trade 
unions, employers, local authorities 
and consumers . .. It will mark the 
beginning of a new process of 
discussion and consultation, in
volving all sections of the 
community-a process we have 
called the National Economic 
Assessment" (their emphasis) . 

This is precisely the policy put 
forward by Hawke in Australia. It 
has proved impossible to imple-

ment and instead the .government 
has imposed a budget of austerit y 
and. cutbacks in workers' livi ng 
standards. 

The NEC statement on Social 
ownership spelt out that the next 
Labour government will operate 
within an economy in which "there 
will still be a flourishing private sec
tor. Democratic planning will co
exist with competition, which wi ll 
remain the most effective method 
of providing for many areas of per
sonal consumption." 

Not one speaker was called to 
challenge this commitment to the 
' mixed economy'. But the right 
wing cannot manoeu vre with 
history. The arguments of the par
ty's Marxists, which the leadership 
tried to stifle in this conference, will 
be vindicated by the experience of 
the next Labour government. No 
amount of expulsions and pro
cedural sleight-of hand can save the 
right-wing- leaders from the 
economic hurricane which the 
Marxists are warning awaits Kin
nock's government. 

Monopolies 
Kinnock today is saying much 

the same as Harold Wilson in I %3 . 
In a far more favourable economic 
climate, the 1964 Labour govern
ment showed that a 'mixed 
economy' and a 'national plan' are 
utopian illusions in a society 
dominated by multi-national 
monopolies . Experience of socialist 
governments . more recently, in 
France, Spain, Greece and 
Australia, have demonstrated the 
same thing-that not only can 
lasting reforms not be carried 
through within a capitalist 
economy, but that left governments 
which try to operate within a 'free 
market system' are forced to move 
from reforms to counter-reforms. 

Kinnock's government would 
face a crisis far worse than Wilson 

• 

'h 

did in 1964. He may set out with 
sincere intentions to carry out 
reforms, but in an economy where 
the level of investment does 
not now even cover the deprecia
tion of industrial plant , it will be 
impossible to reach agreement with 
the private sector to invest at 
anything like the level required to 
finance the kind of reforms that 
workers will be expecting . Big 
business does not invest in the 'na
tional interest' but for profit and 
there is no way that the kind of 
bribes suggested by Roy Hattersley 
to prevent the export of capital will 
persuade the monopolist s to invest 
in British manufacturing industry 
if it is not going to be profitable for 
them. There would be a 'st rike of 
capital' if Labour tried to carry 
through the kind of increases in 
taxation of the rich and publi c 
spending which they are suggesting . 

Far from wanting to .undermine 
party unity, the delegates trying to 
reach the rostrum to make these 
points were acting in the best in
terests of the part y, by warning the 
pilot of the icebergs ahead . But the 
party leaders demonstrated a 
pathological fear of the ideas of 
Marxism. They feared any discus
sion of the desperate crisis o f 
British capitalism which would 
bring to the conference the harsh 
reality of the world as it is and 
disrupt their smug, ill-founded self 
confidence. 

Those party members who ap
plaud the right today, however, do 
so mainly from a determination to 
unite to get rid of the Tories. They 
have high expectations of what the 
Labour government will 
do for ·them when it comes to 
power. Although practically 
nothing specific was promised these 
workers will expect great things. 

The statement on Social Securi
ty and Taxation , for instance says: 
"We must apply restraints to ways 
in which wealthy and powerful 
groups can use their wealth and 
power-so that millions are no 
longer impoverished and national 
resources are no longer squandered 
on private greed". Workers will 
read specific promises into . such 
statements, despite their vagueness, 
and will be angered when the reality 
fails to match the promises they 
thought had been made. 

That is when . the Marxists 
around Militant can gain an enor
mo •;:, echo. For another feature of 
the l986 'cbnference was that there 
is no other serious challenge beirrg· 
made to the rightwar-d drift ·and 
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arty leaders sing Auld Lang Syne at the end of the week. 

Revolution and roses 
as everyone knows, 
a real thorny subject 
that continually grows . 

AT THE Labour Party Conference I was 
at a fringe meeting with Dennis Skinne. 
He was talking about the book that he 
and Brian Sedgemore have written on the 
Big Bang. He is not getting any profit 
from it; all the money it raises is going 
into Campaign Group funds. 

Revolution's deep red, 
a rose, a soft hue, 
one trying to merge 
as on a set cue . 

Create a new image, 
one free from strife 
hardly revolutionary. 
or true to life . 

He then made a joke that he was think
ing of writing his autobiography , but he 
had only got as far as the title, which 
would be "Revolution and Red Roses." 

Tempting the voters 
a move to the right, 
if they move any further 
they'll be out of sight . The phrase stuck in my mind. When I 

came home I sat down and wrote this 
poem. Look to the people 

Terry Bennett, Chairman 
Silentnight Strikers 

witch-hunting policies of the 
leadership. 

The Labour Coordinating Com
mittee proved that they no longer 
deserve the title of even 'soft' left. 
On every major issue they not 
merely went along with, but were 
enthusiastic advocates for the right
wing policies of the NEC. Their on
ly meek challenge to the platform 
was the demand by George 
Galloway for exchange controls. 

Campaign Group 
To answer this, Hattersley used and 
distorted the arguments of the 
Marxists to show how utopian it is 
to imagine that a government can 
stop the capitalists moving their 
money around the world. Ex
change controls, as used in the 
past, are as full of holes as a col
lander and clever financiers would 
find a way through them in ten 
minutes flat, he said. His own plan 
to provide 'incentives' · to the 
capitalists to keep •l:Jeir money in 
Britain is of caur;;;:. ·every .bit as 
utopian. 

The LCC also .pushed for sup
port for the Liverpool expulsions 
and were the architects of plans to 

at the grass roots, 
don't try to con them 
they'll put in the boot . 

emasculate the Labour Party 
Young Socialists, the acceptance of 
which they called 'an important 
breakthrough' . 

The Campaign Group, linked to 
the Labour Left Liaison, although 
reflecting rank-and-file anger at the 
expulsions and the move to the 
right, appeared stunned by events, 
especially the defeat for two of 
their supporters, .Eric Heffer and 
Margaret Beckett in the NEC elec
tions. Their support may well grow 
as they emerge as the main 
parliamentary opposition within 
the party to the policies of the next 
Labour government. But their 
achilles heel, as always with such 
groups, is their lack of theory . 

It is an understanding of 
perspectives, obtained from a study 
of events in the past and 
throughout the world, that enables 
Marxists to warn in advance and 
prepare workers who move into · 
struggle for all the pitfalls which lie 
in their path and advise them how 
these can be avoided. Even at the 
conference, some delegates drew 
the lessons which Militant is 
teaching. "I didn't come here as a 
Militant reader" said Sue Newman, 
delegate from Honiton, "but I will 

Give them the facts . 
Give them the truth . 
Try to deceive them. 
they'll hit the roof. 

A rose. nice to look at, 
yet it is no lie 
the first signs of winter 
will see the rose die. 

Revolutions go on, 
all round the year 
fighting for truth 
with nothing to fear. 

Fighting for justice. 
by day and by night 
constantly working, 
for all that is right. 

Fight, for your future. 
Fight, for your cause. 
Don't wither and die, 
leave that to the rose . 

probably go away as one." 
No new image or stage-managed 

unity at party conference, no block 
votes lined up behind vague policies 
will arm the movement for the 
struggle which lies ahead to over
throw the power of that big 
business minority in society which 
is responsible for the crisis. 

Public ownership 
We are saying now, that the next 

Labour government, which Marx
ists will fight as hard as anyone to 
get elected, will find itself crushed 
between the demands from below 
for radical improvements in 
workers' lives and the demands 
from a.~ove for spending cuts, 
wage freezes and curbs on the 
unions . If the workers' demands 
are to be met, there will be no alter
native but to follow the policies of 
Militant. The Labour government 
would have to bring public owner
ship. back into the forefront of its 
programme, take over the 
monopolies which are holding the 
government to ransom, with com
pensation only on the basis of need, 
and place them under democratic 
workers' control and management. 

Only then could investment and 
production be planned to provide 
jobs, raise living standards and 
provide for people's needs. The 
alternative is to accept the demands 
of big business and follow the path 
of Mitterand, Gonzalez, Papan
dreou and Hawke, imposing 
austerity on the workers. 

Marxist ideas terrify the present 
leaders of the party . Everything 
was done to keep them out of the 

The stage-management of con
ference was at its most blatant 
when conference was to hear ap
peals against expulsion by eight 
party members from Liverpool. 
The procedure to be adopted was 
that of a show trial, to provide the 
media with a demonstration that 
dissent was not going to be 
tolerated. The big union block 
votes decided in advance of the ap
peal which way they were going to 
vote. The eight had no alternative 
but to walk out of the conference 
when it became clear that in a ses
sion from which the TV cameras 
were banned 90 that the world out
side could not hear them, they 
were to get orily five minutes to de-

~HJ4 

Winter Gardens in Blackpool last 
week. But ideas can never be ex
pelled and Marxism will continue 
to haunt the labour leaders as it 
wins the allegiance of wider and 
wider layers of Labour movement 
activists and the working people of 
Britain. 

By Pat Craven 

fend themselves against a catalogue 
of charges. 

Their walk-out was fully vin
dicated when, despite the fact that 
by not appearing they had 
withdrawn their appeals, the chair
man put them to the vote. Kinnock 
and his allies were determined to 
demonstrate the huge majority of 
block votes which had been stitch
ed together. 

Robert Maxwell and Eric Ham
mo.nd, who have been responsible 
for the loss of thousands of jobs 
are welcomed to tbe conference, yet 
socialists who are building houses, 
creating jobs and expanding ser
vices are hounded out of the party. 
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Southern Ireland, Northern Ireland _ 

Irish coalition on knife-edge 
ONE ECONOMIST summ
ed up the state of Irish 
capitalism today: "A banana 
republic without any 
bananas"! 

The economy is terminally ill. 
Unemployment stands at 240,000 
-17 per cent of the workforce. 
70,000 of these are young people 
under 25. 

In the last five years, another 
75,000 people have emigrated. One 
million people, out of a population 
of under 3.5 million, are on or near 
the poverty line. 

The national debt is 130 per cent 
of Gross National Product. The 
1987 budget deficit is expected to 
be over 10 per cent of GNP. 
Economists taJk of a "black hole" 
in the economy swallow~ng over 
£2,000 million per year. 

This is caused by the multina
tionals, exporting up to 75 per cent 
of their profits out of Ireland, and 
by Irish capitalists investing 
abroad. 

Horror story 
Presiding over this economic and 

social horror story is a coalition 
government of Fine Gael (a right
wing capital ist party) and the 
smaller Labour Party. It is the most 
unpopular government in the 
history of the state, even less 
popular than the Tory government 
in Britain. 

labour Youth march against unemployment. (Below) Fianna Fail leader Charles Haughey 

In spite of Labour's presence, 
this government has savagely at
tacked the working class and the 
state sector. Irish Shipping, the 
state shipping line, has been clos
ed down and the workforce sack
ed. All state and semi-state com
panies have been blitzed with 
redundancies and cutbacks. 

An example is Dublin Gas . 
While natural gas was being 
discovered offshore, this privately
owned company was facing 
bankruptcy. The government could 
have bought a majority stake for 
£250,000. 

Instead they marshalled all the 
state's resources to bail out Dublin 
Gas. The state-owned gas company 
was compelled to supply it with gas 
on unlimited credit. 

As a result, over two years the 
2,500 private shareholders (owning 
75 per cent of the shares) have lost 
£ 1.6 million . The state, with 25 per 
cent of the shares, lost £124 
million. Four hundred workers are 
to be sacked- the 'savings ' on 
wages being almost identical to the 
interest payments due to the banks. 

Massive profits have thus been 
guaranteed for the financial institu
tions out of a venture that was a 
disaster for workers and taxpayers. 

Such measu res have been the 
hallmark of the coalition. It is now 
in the twilight of its term of office. 
Elections will be inside twelve 
months at the latest. But they can 
come at any time si nce the govern-

ment, under intense pressures, has 
only a knife-edge majority. 

For the government there are no 
more easy decisions, and Fine Gael 
and Labour are split on almost 
every issue. There are also splits in
side both parties as backbenchers , 
staring at electora l disaster, 
manoeuver for "an issue" to save 
their seats. 

As one politician concluded, 
"every issue has become a crisis". 
An example was the referendum to 
legalise divorce, called by Prime 
Minister Fitzgerald to establish his 
'liberal' credentials. 

Most of his TO's (MP's) refus
ed to canvass in support of it, and 
some condemned it publicly. The 
Labour Party membership turned 
out and fought for a 'yes' vote. The 
Labour ministers took time off 
from imposing cuts to launch their 
slogan "Put compassion in the 
constitution". 

But the divorce issue could not 
be separated from the govern
ment ' s record. The coalition 
managed to reverse a 60 per cent 
'Yes' sentiment to a 60 per cent 
'No' vote on polling day. 

Because of Labour's role in 
coalition and the lack of any ap
parent alternative, the stage is set 
for the return to office of Fianna 
Fail, the main capitalist party, led 
by Charles Haughey. The third 
capitalist party , the newly formed 
Progress ive Democrat-s , composed 
mainl y of parliamentarians who 
split fro m the other parties, will 

Life in the North 
THE LABOUR and Trade Union 
Group (LTUG) brought a picture 
of the harsh reality of life in Nor
thern Ireland to the Labour Party 
conference. 

"Over 100 catholic families have 
been burnt out in the small town 
of Lisburn" the speaker Kate 
0' Hanlon pointed out; "There has 
been rioting involving four to ten 
year-olds.'' 

The L TUG are fighting for the 
trade unions to put a class alter
native to the Anglo-lrish agreement 
between the London and Dublin 
Tory governments. "The silence of 
the union leaders means that the 
bigots raise all the issues first-on 
a dangerous sectarian basis. But if 
the trade unions raise the issues 

first, they can get a big response. 
"If the labour and trade union 

movement remains intact in Nor
thern Ireland, it will be despite the 
'bipartisan' policies of Kinnock 
and the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions." 

Kale 0' Hanlon summed up that 
there was no way that catholics 
would accept partition or that pro
testants would accept a united 
capitalist Ireland. The only solution 
is a socialist Ireland. 

She was supported by Terry 
Fields, Labour MP for Liverpool 
Broadgreen, who stressed: "The 
Tories in Westminster and Dublin 
have nothing in common with our 
class. Socialism has got to win over 
the whole of Britain and Ireland." 

win some seats but will not be a 
major force. 

Labour faces a drop in vote to 
below 5 per cent and the defeat of 
many of its 14 TDs. Against this 
background, what are the longer 
term perspectives? 

With Labour in the coalition, its 
trade union links have been used to 
dampen rank-and-file eruptions 
against th is government. In spite 
of this the government has had to 
face a one-day public-sector 
general strike last October. The 
government was forced to retreat 
on its imposition of water rates due 
to mass opposition of tenants 
organisations and trade unions. 

Fianna Fail, in government, 
would enter the stormy period 
ahead without the " shock ab
sorbers" of right-wing Labour 
leaders. Under the pressure of ever
increasing convulsions, capitalism 
will reap the whirlwind of a far 
more generalised struggle by the 
labour movement. It will be similar 
to the period 1979-81 when the 
government (also at that time Fian
na Fail) was battered by waves of 
strikes and limited general strikes. 

Crossroads . 
But most important of all is the 

crossroads Labour has reached . Its 
conference in November will accept 
a report from an 'electoral commis
sion' set up at its last conference. 
The conclusions of the report are 
an exposure of the damage coali 
tion has inflicted on the party. This 
wi ll drastically reduce the room for 
manoeuver by the leadership. 

Already Dick Spring, Labour 
leader and coalition deputy Prime 
Minister, has been forced to say he 
would "be proud to lead the party 
on an independent socialist 
strategy''! 

The elemental force of the par
ty's rank and file opposition to 
coalition, along with the hostilit y 
of th~ masses of the labour move
ment, has thus produced a situation 
where the party's leaders, even as 
they sit as ministers in the coalition 
cabinet, are forced to admit that 
the whole strategy has been a 
disaster. Their only success has 
been to draw the sting out of the 
condemnation of their methods by 
fudging and muddling the ter
minology of the report. 

The result will be that coalition, 
while not ruled out in principle, will 

almost certainly be ruled out for 
the next five to ten years. Labour's 
fall in support at the next election 
will further weaken the base for 
coalition. 

After 15 years of political 
nightmare Labour has been severe
ly damaged. Many branches verge 
on collapse. Its membership and 
vote have been decimated. But the 
damage is by no means irreparable. 
Its strength has been demonstrated 
in a negative sense by the failure of 
any of the self-styled alternatives to 
overtake or replace Labour. 

In the period now opening up, 
with Labour moving away from 
coalitionism, polarisation along 
class lines can accelerate . With 
every section of the trade union and 
labour movement drawn into 
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repeated battles, the need for an ef
fective political arm will be ap
parent to activists in growing 
numbers. 

They will look to Labour. This 
will open the way, in the coming 
years, to an influx of workers and 
youth into the ranks of the party. 

But policy will be the key factor. 
Provided the party is committed to 
a programme of social transforma
tion answering the demands of the 
vast mass in society , the possibili
ty of a majarity Labour govern
ment carrying through the aboli
tion of capitalist rule will be plac
ed on the agenda. 

By Ted Gannon 
(Irish Labour Party) 



US boom runs 
out of steam 
RECENTLY , TWO 
New York men were ar
rested for a multi
million dollar "check
kiting" swindle. 

They had opened accounts 
in several banks , depositing 
bad checks from one bank to 
another. Then , before a 
check could bounce , a check 
from a second bank would 
be deposited in the first, and 
so on. 

In this way, huge accounts 
were built up of literally fic
titious capital. 

The current recovery in 
the US economy can best be 
likened to a giant check
kiting scheme. The economy 
is being bilked for huge pro
fits based on an increase in 
debt rather than on in
dustrial production . 

The federal deficit now 
stands at $220 billion and is 
completely unmanageable. 

Sri Lanka 
WE, THE 800 manual 
workers of Levers (Ceylon), 
a subsidiary of Unilevers are 
currently facing the most 
serious industrial dispute 
since the general strike of 
1980. 

On 26 August I 986 
Brother Mahinda Ratna, an 
active member of the union 
executive was sacked by 
management on a baseless 
charge in order to provoke a 
dispute. 

Through the st ruggles of 
the Commercial and In
dustrial Workers Union, of 
which we are members, 
Levers workers have become 
amongst the highest-paid in 
the private sector in Colom
bo. The present management 
is jealous of the unity and 
power of our union, and 
have on many occasions 
tried to break us. 

They are out to smash this 
union. T-hey are extremely 
racis t and anti-Tamil. Our 
uni o n organises Sinhala, 
Tamil and Muslim workers . 
100 per cent of th e 
work force are organised. We 
have consistently taken an 
ami- racist stand, campaign
ing for the unity of all 
workers again~t the bosses 
and their di ctatorial 
government. 

Workers have launched a 
successful week-end over
time ban since September 20. 
Our demands include 
Mahinda Rat na's re
instatement and a wage rise. 
If management do not res
pond we will have no alter
native but to go for all out 
industrial action. 

Unilever is a giant multi
national. On many occasions 

' workers in various countries 
have shown that the solidari
ty of our class is a match for 
the international pillaging by 
this and other monopolies. 

The Sri Lankan trade 
union movement appeals to 

Consumer spending has 
played an impo rram role in 
the recovery. Real wages are 
13 per cent lower than in 
1973 , but private non
fin a ncial debt now stands at 
1.7 per cent of national in
come. compared with 1.3 per 
cem in 1982· 

Corporate debt has also 
mushroomed . The corpora
tions have converted $ 175 
billion of corporate equity 
into debt through an orgy of 
mergers and take-overs. 

The ratio of business's in
terest payments to cash flow 
is now 39 per cent, compared 
with20 per cent in the 1960s . 

Ri sing federal, corporate 
and private indebtedness , 
combined with the crises in 
the oi l states and the farm 
ing regions of the US, is 
leading to serious problems 
for the banking system. A 
record number of banks are 
going under, and $60 billion 

you today to give this mat
ter your urgent attention . 

In Sri-Lanka if a worker is 
sacked he has no dole to sup
port him. If the union is 
smashed , wages will go 
down to starvation levels . 

Please rush messages of 
support, telegrams, and 
donations to: 
Commercial and Industrial 
Workers Union, 143 (3rd 
floor) Kew Road, Colombo 
2, Sri-Lanka. (Make cheques 
payable to Commercial and 
Industrial Workers Union) 

Also send messages of 
protest demanding the 
rein statement of brother 
Mahinda to : 
Levers (Ceylon) Ltd., 258 
Grandpass Road Colombo 
14, Sri-Lanka. 

South Africa 
SOUTH AFRICAN 
chemical workers may strike 
in solidarity with 20 workers 
in Royston, Herts, made 
redundant when their work 
was transferred t o 
Johannesburg . 

Management of Matthey 
Rustenburg Refiners wanted 
to introduce new shift pat
terns to increase platinum 
production in SA, while cut
ting back in Britain. But the 
SA Chemical Workers In
dustrial Union have refused 
to accept the plans, and are 
considering strike action. 

The firm also wants to 
"do a Murdoch" and set up 
a plant in the Bantustan of 
Bophuthatswana, where the 
law obstructs trade union 
organisation. 

Johnson Mathey workers 
in Britain should show their 
appreciation for this solidari
ty by building direct links 
with their SA counterparts, 
and providing solidarity in 
the struggle against 
apartheid. 

Messages to: CWIU, PO 
Box 18349, Delbridge 4014, 
Durban, South Africa. 

is now admiited to be tied up 
in bad debts. 

The major productive in
dustries are in decline . The 
six largest steel producers 
scored a total loss of over 
$500 million last year. L TV 
Steel, the second largest, has 
gone bankrupt-the biggest 
bankruptcy ever in the US. 

The auto manufacturers 
are increasingly looking to 
"financial services" (loans), 
rather than building cars, for 
their profits. The Big Three 
manufacturers of Detroit are 
cutting output by 11.8 per 
cent. 

Recession 
Despite these strains, the 

economy is not yet in reces
sion. Unemployment has 
dipped from 6 .9 to 6.8 per 
cent, and in August the 
number of factory jobs rose 
slightly for the first time in 

d unite 
Australia 
TWO LEADERS of the 
militant Building Labourers' 
Federation, that has come 
under vicious attack from 
employers and the Labour 
bureaucracy, have now been 
jailed for "trespassing" on 
a building site to check on 
health and safety issues. 

The bail conditions were 
that they could not go back 
to the site. They refused to 
sign, and now face remain
ing in jail until t_heir case 
comes up next February. 

The charge has a max
imum fine of A$50 (£20)! 

Much solidarity is being 
organised in Australia. But 
international help is needed. 
Please ask MPs, trade 
unionists (especially in the 
building trade) and other 
labour movement activists to 
sign the pledge below, and 
send copies to: BLF Solidari
ty, c/ o PO Box 1256, Par
ramatta, NSW 2150 , Aus
tralia. 

To: Premier Uns worth, 
Parliament House , 
Macquarie Street, 
Sydney, Austral ia. 

I strongly oppose the 
gaoling of BLF officials , 
Steve Black and Ron 
Owens, whose only crime 
was to carry out the ir duty 
of serving their members. 

When they were ar
rested , Brothers Black and 
Owens were carrying out 
important work attending 
to outstanding compensa
tion entitlements. 

The use of the state 
prison and police system to 
exclude union officials 
from their members' work 
places is an alarming viola
tion of trade union rights . 

I call for their immediate 
release . 

US auto industry. bosses are cutting back 

mo nths . involvin g ove r 300,000 
Without government sti m- workers. 

ulation, we wou ld almost These str ikes have occur-
certainl y see a recession by red in all sectors of the 
the end of the year. But economy. 
some stimulation , especially At the same time, the Ad-
in the form of lower interest ministra tion is facing ex-
rates, is likely. On this basis , plosive crises int ernationall v. 
the economy can stagger on Reaga n' s an ti- sa nctioi~ s 
for possibly another year or stand on South Afr ica has 
so. ended in humili ation. In the 

But the longer the reces- longer te rm , the ruling class 
sion is delayed, the harder it will have even more serious 
will be when it l~its. problems in trying to keep a 

As Marxists in the . US lid on the revolution in Cen-
predicted a year ago, the tral America. 
recovery has led to renewed Reaga n is now exploiting 
militancy. Over the last four the drugs problem, trying to 
months, the Wall S£ree£ create hysteria a bout the 
Journal has reported strikes Colo mbians and Bolivians 

supposedl y forcing drugs on 
helpless American youth. 
This seems part of the at
tempt to whip up jingoism in 
preparation ror a possible in
vasion of Nicaragua. 

But desperate foreign 
adventures, no less than 
debt-creation at home, ca n 
at most postpone the massive 
movement against the ruling 
class, and for fundamental 
socia l change that is ta king 
shape beneath the surface. 

By John Reimann 
Carpenters' local, 
Oakland, California 

'Hot autumn' in Italy? 

Fiat workers will demand their share of the profits. 

STRIKES THREATEN in 
both the private and public 
sector in Italy. The pro
spect of a "hot autumn" 
faces the Socialist-led coali
tion government. 

As explained in Militant 
815 , this government is 
already in difficulties. Only 
the frustration and ebb in the 
workers' mo vement has 
allowed it to survive . 

Now national negotiations 
a re taking place. covering 
some ten million. Negotia
tions take place every three 
years and have always been 
the occasion for long 
disputes. The negotiating 
years between 1977 and 1983 
cost six times more working 
days than in France, 364 
times more than in West 
Germany and 2.7 times more 
than the UK. 

At the same time the 
government is presenting a 
budget that will make big 
cuts in puhlic spending. 
Health service prescriptions 
are to go up once again. The 
fact that some union 
leaders are discussing the 
budget and criticising for the 
first time their own past tac
tics, gives an indication of 
the unrest amongst workers. 

This unrest below the surface 
is ready to explode in spite of 
the apparent calm. 

Alread y the met a l 
mechanics ( 1.5 million) seem 
set to down tools. A one day 
st rike has already been 
organised in the province o f 
Brescia for 14 October. 
Fu rther strikes are planned 
for the chemical workers. 

But the industrialists too 
may be pushing for a con
f rontation. Th ey have 
become confident over the 
past three years, misinter
preting the lull in the move
ment for a lack of fight on 
the part of the workers. 

The workers, in the face 
of passivit y from their 
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leaders, ha ve only become 
more discerning in their . 
choice of tactics against the 
bosses. They are tired of 
striking for "the odd hour 
here and there, losing pay 
to no effect. 

New struggles are in
evitable with the attacks that 
ihe bosses have in store . 
Workers are aware of the 
superprofits thal the bosses 
have been making. FIAT fo r 
example is expected to make 
6,500 billion lira (over £3,200 
million) this year. 

Now they will want a 
share in the increasing 
wealth they have produced. 

By Soraya Lawrence 

"""" Rloa11jU 
l(ftft>U 

... ~ 
~Wa~
·~m;~,. 

s • ...,.h, I!IJs 

·q· 
SUnt«t Aftiu 
l iitftit 
'~~~u~l~& 
,.l~p;~~-



I 

12 M I LIT ANT 1 0 October 1986 

Bus drivers' success 
Dear Comrades, 

After we read your article (Militant 815 on . 
Stevenage bus drivers) we cut it out and left 
it on the table for all the committee members 
to read. 

Every one of us said how accurate it was 
and how it was the truth . We took your ar
ticle into our board meeting with manage
ment and showed it to them. Their response 
was: "We would advise you not to go runn
ing to the press as it could damage your 
case.' ' 

However, Green Line (our bus company) 
and Jubilee Buses are amalgamating on late 
night buses and they have agreed to now pro- · 
vide us with radios. But it's thanks to your 
article that we've actually got our radios. All 
the lads thought it was really good. 
Congratulations. 

Yours fraternally 
Ben Farrow 
Bus driver, TGWU, Stevenage 

A matter of priorities 
Dear Comrades, 

A fair reflection of the priorities of a country is the alloca
tion of its Research and Development resources. 

In contrast to the recent TV appearance by Nancy and 
Ronald Reagan, showing their 'concern' for drug abuse, the 
Alcohol, Drug Abuse and Mental Health Administration 
budget for drug abuse research increased by one tenth of 
a per cent from 1985 to 1986. 

Total Research and Development by the National Institute 
of Health fell by 4.9 per cent in real terms. Child Health 
lost 2.5 per cent of research funding and Ageing Research 
3.8 per cent in the same year. 

Total Department of Defense research funds for 1986 were 
$34,952 million, a 19.6 per cent increase on the previous year. 
With figures like these on defence, who needs to worry about 
ageing? 

~oug~ton Hall 
Dear Comrades, 

I would just like to correct 
your report of the Loughton 
Hall incident (Militant 815). 
I was arrested when a 
massiYe police presence stop
ped any attempt by Militant 
supporters to rearrange a 

Militant meeti ng which was 
restricted to readers to keep 
to the hiring agreement. 

The hall cancellation was 
a deliberate political act to 
preYent the Militant Yiew
point being expressed in the 
Loughton area. 

Yours fraternally 
Bob Edwards 
Harlow 

Student hardships 
Dear Militant, 

I have just started at 
Polytechnic and like many 
ot her students face con
siderable financial hardship. 

My grant of £2 .75 (ie. 275 
pence!) for a yea r might 
make comrades think my 
parents are well off but I can 
assure you they are not. 

Students should not get 
bogged down in 'student 

politics ' but should talk to 
the people who keep the col
lege running. Most of the 
work of caretakers, cleaners 
and catering staff is done 
behind the scenes and some 
student s don't appreciate all 
that they do . 

Yours fraternally 
Andrew Craig 
N ewcastle-u pon-Tyne 

Disciplinary 
charges 
Dear Comrades, 

The news of the new 
Labour Party offence " Con
duct prejudicial to the par
ty'' reminds me of section 69 
of the Army Act 1955. 

This offence; "Conduct 
unbecoming of a member of 
HM forces" allows any in
dividual with rank, or clique 
of individuals to charge, fine 
or imprison, members of the 
lower ranks even if they 
hadn't co mmitt ed an 
offence . 

It's a case of "If I don't 
like you I' m going to get 
you". The fami liarit y bet
ween these two " offences" 
is disturbingl y obvious. 

Yours fraternally 
West London Militant 
supporter 

Yours fraternally 
Gwyn Morris 
Bedford 

Plenty of money is found by both America and Britain for research into bigger and better means of destruction. This cruise missile 
launcher alone carries a destructive power equivalent to 76 Nagasakis . Photo: John Harris (IFL) 

The great Argentinian banking swindle 
Dear Militant 

''Argentina has been rocked by a financial scan
dal about a $110 million swindle involving Alas 
Bank .. " reports the Telegraph. 

This scandal took place while Argentina is cur
rently seeking new loans from the World Bank and 

obtained breathing space on its repayments of debts 
currently totalling $50,000 million . 

The Telegraph complains "the money involved 
in the swindle is estimated to be enough to cover 
I 0 days interest payment." 

$110 million is certainly one hell of a swindle , 

but what sort of swindle is the money drawn off 
the working people of Argentina in interest 
payments every day, 365 days a year? 

If 10 days interest payment 'rocks Argentina' 
what must 365 days worth do? 

Yours fraternally 
Dave Griffiths 
West Midlands 
Labour Party 

Dear Comrades, 

! Classified 0 NUJ Broad Left presents 
Ragged Trousered Cabaret. 
Starring: Some like it Hot, 
Sheila Hyde, P.R. Murry, lan 
Saville. Albany Pub , Great Por
tand St (opposite tube sta
tion). private room , bar, dance 
floor . Satu rday 11 October , 
8pm 'til 12 . Ticket s 
£3 .50 /£1.50 unwaged , £3 in 
advance from NUJ BL. Wapp
ing strikers free . 

Marxists in 
the Commons 

I read with interest your 
article on Wolverhampton I
Tec (Militant 813). I work for 
Bishopston Community Pro
ject on a Community Pro
gramme. Part of the project 
is North Bristol I-Tec, 
employing YTS trainees. 

1 5p per word , minimum 10 
words. Semi -Display £2 pe r 
column centimetre . Three 
weeks for the price of two . 
Militant meeting ads free . All 
advertisement copy should 
reach this office by first post 
on Friday , the week before 
publication . 

0 Address books 60p , 
bookmarks 40p, plastic 
sleeves 20p, sew on badge 
40p, pens 30p plus post to : 
Militant, 8 Woodside Court , 
Woodside Rd , Portswood , 
Southampton. 

O SALEP broadsheet Workers 
and youth direct links cam
paign 1986, 20p plus p&p 
from : PO Box 77 , London E8 
4TB. 

0 Militant Rally in the Albert 
Hall : Can all parents who will 
require creche facilities during 
the rally on 16 November 
please contact the Rall y 
crec he, 3 / 13 Hepscott Road , 
London E9 5HB for a erE- ; he 
booking form . 

0 MILITANT miners ' badges. 
Cost £1. 50 each including 
post and package. Cheques 
payable to Militant Miner. 
Avai lable from Militant, 3 / 13 
Hepscott Road , London E9 
5HB . 

0 New video The Launch of 
COSA TU . Available for hire 
from : PO Bo x 77. London E8 
4TB. 

0 Congratulations to Wayne 
and Christine Jones on the 
birth of baby Faye from Not
tingham afld Derby Militant 
supporter<; 

0 Out now! Lenin and Trotsky 
on Rosa Luxemburg. 4 articles 
25p (40p including post) 5 
copies-£ 1. 50. Read it before 
you see the film ! Order from 
World Socialist Books , 3/ 13 
Hepscott Road , London E9 
5HB. 

0 Surplus Value require 
singers and musicians to build 
for the revolution. Phone 
Mark/Tim 01-254 9551 . 

0 Halloween Disco and bar 
9pm-2am. Friday 31 Oc
tober, at White Hart . 231 
Lower Clapton nd , 50 yards 
from Lea Bridge Island. En
trance by ticket only, £2 in ad
vance. From Brian Debus 533 
3311 and Dave Webb 
254 2495. Buses: 
35.48 ,253,55,255, 106,52, 
400,N96. Proceeds !o FF. 

-Militant Meetings--

0 Sittingbourne Marxist 
discussion group. Every se
cond Tuesday at 29 Waterloo 
Rd , Sittingbourne, Kent. For 
further details r·ing Sit
tingbourne 72632. 

0 Wroxall Marxist discussion 
group . 2 Mountfield Rd, Wrox
all , Isle of Wight. Eve ry 
Wednesday. Phone Vie Dale 
on IOW 854 759 for details. 

0 Caerphilly Marxist discus
sion group. Working Mens 
Hall, Caerphilly, every Monday 
7.30pm. 

Dear Comrades, 
I was pleased to read your article on the 

wo rk of our two Marxist MPs . They are a 
public example of the benefits of Marxist 
ideas cutting through the polite traditions 
and class collaboration of many Labour 
MPs. 

However I feel you did Terry Fields a 
disservice if you only published part of where 
his money goes to, only £2,000 was detailed. 

I know they give accounts to their consti
tuencies but perhaps you could publish some 
more details in the paper too. 

Yours fraternally 
J oanna Slattery 
Nottingham North 
Labour Party 

Terry Fields, MP for Liverpool Broadgreen pledg
ed to live on the average workers' wage as part 
of his election campaign . Photo: Militant 

Right-winger goes off his trolley 
near Comrades, 

Kilroy-Silk is not the only 
right winger to revert to 
threats and thuggery when 
socialists threaten his career. 

Not content with ex
cluding Militant supporter 
Chris McCann (an 
unemployed 17 year old) 

from joining the Bromsgrove 
Labour Party, local right 
wing councillor Peter Mac
Donald, verbally provoked, 
swore at, and insulted Chris 
last week. 

another young socialist. This 
video nasty is sure to be a 
box office hit at Militant 
socials throughout the West 
Midlands. 

Yours fraternally 
Birmingham Labour 
Party member 

Unfortunately for the 
councillor the incident was 
videoed and recorded by 

Dear Comrades, 
The newly appointed health minister Ed

wina Currie launched an amazing attack on 
the people of t he North while speaking in 
Newcastle last week. 

She said that there was no link between ill 
health and poverty and incredibly suggested 
that personal health was taken more seriously 
in "advanced societies" (which presumably 
the North isn't). 

She had the nerve to suggest that people 
were failing to recognise that they do have 

some control over their lives. 
Not as much control as a government 

which through unemployment and low pay 
drives people to desperate measures such as 
alcoholism and drugs. 

It's typical that the Tories always look at 
the symptoms of a problem instead of the 
problem itself which they have created. 

Yours fraternally 
Andy Walker 
Redcar Labour Party 
Young Socialists 

When I was over there a 
few weeks ago, I saw a 
notice on the door warning 
that trainees caught leaYing 
the door open will be liable 
to a half days reduction of 
wages. Could the firm not 
afford a hydraulic door 
closer? I thought such things 

, as fines at work were a thing 
of the past. 

Yours fraternally 
Colin Toogood 
Bristol, NUPE 

Leadership 
takes no 
action 
Dear comrades, 

Having ·been a regular 
reader of Militant since 1966 
I write to congratulate all 
concerned on the magnifi
cent centre pages article on 
Dave Nellist and Terry 
Fields. 

On the same day as I read 
the article on Terry and Dave 

The Times in the college 
library was advertising the 
serialisa tion of Kilroy-Silk's 
new book. It makes my 
blood boil to think that some 
right wingers would expel 
Terry and Dave yet take no 
action against class traitors 
like Kilroy-Silk. 

Yours fraternally 
Andrew Price 
Cardiff South and 
Penarth Labour Party 
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Report vindica es 
John Macreadie 

THE 'FINDINGS' of 
the Electoral Reform 
Society's investigation 
into the CPSA General 
Secretary election con
firm what John 
Macreadie has said . 
since the day he was 
elected. 

By Bill Boyle 

There was no foundation 
for any claims by the right 
wing that "ballot rigging" 
took place . In the words of 
the ERS "In no case was 
hard evidence of any attempt 
to ' rig' the ballot found ." 

This makes the claims of 
the Tory gutter press look 
exactly what they are- scene 
setting for the re-run ballot 
which the CPSA right wing 
have been desperate to 
engineer since they were re
jected by the membership. 

As the more serious com
mentators have said, "So it 
was not after all, a case of 
ballot-rigging by scheming 
left wingers " Financial 
Times (3 / 10/ 86). 

The report, in recommen
ding a re-run, contains no 
facts; no justification; no 
analysis and no remedies fo r 
the " human failing" which 
it blames for the breaches of 
the regulations for the con
duct of ballots. 

This comes as no surprise 
to thousands of CPSA ac
tivists who, under enormous
ly difficult circumstances, 
conducted a. ballot which 
covers 33 ,000 workplaces. 
Since the result of this elec
tion they have been vilified 
by the losers, John Ellis and 
John Raywood , an d 
pilloried in the press. 

In the Daily Mail of 
7/7/ 86 ALL civil servants 
were described as " ... the 
dimmer class of people who 
serve and are civil" and 
preceded by'' .. . our civil ser
vants seem to be far more 
st upid than we have always 
suspected." Abuse dressed 
up as comment. 

Yet what are the fac ts? 
You will search forever if 
you try to find them in the 
ERS report. They are signifi
cant by their absence. 

The ERS, one of whose 
vice Presidents is Frank 
Chapple (who rushed into 
print in July to say the elec
tion "stinks"), has done the 

____.--, ---------- ; - -1 
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The scurrilous attacks of the 
right wing press are complete
ly discredited by the report 
(right) which denies any vote 
rigging . 

j ob for which it was 
selected-it has provided the 
rig ht wing wit h more 
arguments for the introduc
tion of postal balloting in 
CPSA, a move which has 
been rejected by the union 
time after time. It is not rul
ed out that, as a result of the 
election and ERS report , the 
right wing may go to court 
to try to force a postal ballot 
on the union's members. 

At the same time as the 
press were speculating on a 
re- run , the Returning Officer 
had yet to make his decision 
on the ERS report , although 
he said at first that he re
quired more information 
than the ERS had so far pro
vided . Now he has simply 
passed the decision over to 
the NEC. 

The disgraceful leaflets 
displayed below show what 
will appear to most CPSA 
members as acti ve collusion 
between the ERS and the 
union 's right wi ng. 

Th e leaflets show 
remarkable foresight about 
the possibility of a re-run. 
They do not mention any 
"hard" evidence of ballot 
rigging because there was 

r a mmo r nature only. 
2. Man)' of the b:-eaches were o , r "' 

. the regu\at!ons occurred 'human ,alii•·& 

3 Where more senous breaches ot 

. was almos t exclustvely t~le cause. 

"ng" the ballot found . 
was hard evidence of any attempt to 

4. in no case . •"' branch ofitclals Cu:- tnb thiS 

. \m ress;on of our meetJngs y; I·•· . te:'l Jne~peoenced :nen 
The overwhelmlnf, p ed hard·pressed ana of . ducur.& 

e oi ·.•.:e l! - tntennon , d regu\auons {or con 
enq ... a : y was on with a complex set of ru les an most offlcla\s 
and women gra ppling . . ead\ness wtth whiCh . ~o 

\" were \mpressed b~ the r . ave taken :he deCISIOn not 
.ballots . ~ e . errors and fo r that reason n . we found to 

ac\<.no\.\·ledged their d individuals whiCh 
. . those branches an 

none. They were ' leaked' im
mediately prior to the an
nouncement of the · ERS 
report findi ngs and they do 
what all previous right wing 
propaganda has done in the 
past-ramble hysterically. 

The right wing ignore the 
reasons behind John 
Macreadie's victo ry
di ssaffect ion of CPSA 
members with the policies 
and the practice of the old 
leadership, exemplified by 
Ellis and Raywood who were 
closely identified with 
Alistair Graham. 

Exonerated 
CPSA members will also 

want to know why a copy of 
the report went to the CPSA 
President, right winger 
Marion Chambers, before it 
went to the Returning Of
ficer who is the person who 
was to take the final decision 
about the fate Gf the ballot. 

Further evidence is pro
vided by the extraordinary 
decision of the ERS to ex
ceed their remit. " . . the 
Society takes the view that 
the effect of limiting the 
grounds for complaint to the 

three areas listed (by the 
union-Ed) ,would be to al low 
any other rules or procedures 
to be disregarded with im
punity." What this in effect 
means is that the ERS, had 
it kept st ri ctly to its remit, 
would not have been able to 
carry out its wish to suggest 
a re-run. 

John Macreadie has been 
completely exonerated by the 
report. What is also qui te 
clear, although you would 
have to read between the 
lines to get there, is that the 
figure of 202 complaints 
which the report gives were 
individual complaints. It 
then goes on to say that on
ly 121 branches complained 
and that out of them only 37 
were .worth visiting to in
vestigate and that much of 
the " investigative" work was 
done on the phone. 

The report even admits 
that it never properly finish
ed its job. "In a handful of 
branches the enquiry has not 
been sat isfactorily conclud
ed due to subsequent 
changes in branch personnel 
and the difficulty en
countered in contacting the 
relevant people." This is a 
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pathetic reason fo r rushing 
what is a major investigation 
into the affairs of the biggest 
civil service union . 

Why the undue haste? Is 
it not reasonable to speculate 
that the right wing have put 
bot h the ERS and the Ret ur
ning Officer under enormous 
pressure in the past few 
weeks? This view is boosted 
by the rumours flying about 
at the CPSA HQ that if the 
Returning O ffi cer does not 
order a re-ballot then the 
firm will be sacked by the 
right wing NEC. 

Regulations 
A nyo ne read in g th is 

report would be forgiven for 
marvell ing that such an in
substantial 13 page (double 
spaced) flimsy document can 
come to such catacl ysmi c 
co nclu sion s. As John 
Macreadie said "They were 
asked to investigate the com
plaints and produce a factual 
report. This they have not 
done. They ha ve set 
them se lv es up as In
vestigator , Judge, Jury and 
Executioner, totally usurping 
the role of the Ret urning 
Officer." 

Unable to rubbish the 
election itself the ERS has in
stead rubbished the Return
ing Officer! 

The major area of 
"malpractice" ie contraven
tion of the ballot 
regulations-turns out to 
have been in the Ministry of 
Defence, a right wing 
stronghold, where work place 
meetings were not held and 
ballot papers were 
distributed to people at their 
desks. This is the widespread 
tactic of the right wing all 
o ver the CPSA . 

The " individua l ballot" 
was introduced to make sure 
that workplace, rather than 
the tradit ional b ranch 
meetings took place. The 
right wing stand to gain 
much if the members cannot 

question them on the recom
mendations which they make 
to members on whom to vote 
for. 

It is these recommenda
tions, the lifeblood of a 
healthy union , which they 
next attack. The ERS , as is 
clear all the way through this 
report, is attempting to clear 
the ground for the introduc
tion of postal ballotting in
to the union . To them it is 
anathema to have any other 
influence on CPSA members 
ot her than the right wing 
leade rsh ip or the Tory 
media. 

After John Macreadie's 
election, retiring General 
Secretary Ali stair Graham 
blamed the result on undue 
influence by union "ac
tivists"_ That shows the fear 
of the right wing of elect ions 
being based on discussion, 
debate and information 
about the issues. 

T he Re~-urning Officer has 
now passerl the ba ll to the 
right wing NEC who in all 
liklihood will order a re
ballot. If thi s is indeed the 
case, and John Macreadie's 
elect ion is not confirmed the 
episode will have been a 
sca ndalous t ra ves ty of 
justice. 

No expense has been 
spared and no devious tactic 
le ft unexplored in the 
desperate race to ensure t l:!at 
John never takes up office as 
the General Secretary. The 
press, medi a, Government 
Mini sters and the Courts 
have played their part in hi
jacking the uni on and in 
trampling on democracy 
because democracy did not 
produce the result they 
wanted. 

CPSA activists must now, 
unfortunately, stand by for 
a possible re-run elect ion . If 
the same enthusiasm and ef
fort is put into the next elec
tion as was put into the las t 
one then both John 
Macreadie and Eddie Spence 
wi ll be re-elected . 
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~ Engineering feafure _ ._ _ -· __ _ _ · . 

Paxman lock out 
ON 9 SEPTEMBER the first meeting was held 
of a support group for six hundred workers locked 
out since 24 June at Paxman's Diesels, an 
engineering firm in Colchester. 

Th is dispute, featured 
prominently in the local 
press as a dispute about pay, 

. in fact is about a number of 
wider issues as well. 

The unions put in for a 
pay rise last October and 
were offered 3 per cent. 
When they pressed for 12 per 
cent the management offer 

· was withdrawn. A mass 
meeting of the workforce 
produced a ballot result in 
favour of industrial action 
and an overtime ban was 
imposed. 

By Russell Tandy 
(Colchester LPYS) 

The members were advis
ed not to sign and 400 of the 
60 letters were handed in to 
the shop stewards unsigned 
(only a handful of workers 
actually signing). Then these 
workers were sacked by 
management as they were 
unwilling to agree to work 
unlimited overtime at a time 
of massive unemployment. 

·in the bank, the company 
was easily able to afford this 
concession. 

A meeting of the workers 
voted two to one to accept 
this three per cent o ffer and 
return to work the following 
Monday. 

Management then attemp
ted to reimpose strings at
tached to the deal (including 
the loss of two teabreaks) 
and the overtime ban was 
renewed. 

No talks 

The workforce has been 
maintaining a 24-hour picket 
line with good support and 
fina nci al contributions from 
all over the _.country. 

Colchester Labour Party 
Young Socialists, collecting 
locally on Saturday morn
ings and at their disco have 
raised £73.29 for the lock
out fund. 

Delegates from the union 
have been touring the coun
try raising money and 
spreading the news of the 
dispute most recently in 
Harlow, Norwich and 
Manchester. 

Members of the UCW at 
the Post Office have refused 
to cross the picket line with 
deliveries despite the vacilla
tion of their leaders after a 
threat of legal action by Pax
man's management. 

get important orders out on 
time and then going back on _ 
their word. A set of gates 
previously locked for ten 
years were suddenly opened 
to allow . scab lorry drivers 
wearing SAS-type balaclavas 
to pas through with supplies. 

Whitewash 

of graffiti is appearing to this 
effect-Paxman's are now 
employing someone full-time 
to scrub it out. 

The disput~ can and must 
be won as it· is being watch
ed with great interest by both 
bosses and workers locally . 
Donations and messages of 
support should be -sent to: 

The company reacted with 
a letter to be personally sign
ed by all the workers giving 
management complete con
trol over the negotiation of 
each individual's hours of 
work (unlawfully, at the time 
it seems). 

The workers were out for 
four days, after which 
management repeated their 
offer, hoping to have 
weakened the resolve of the 
workers. With GEC, Pax
man's parent company, cur
rently sitting on £1.5 billion 

The conciliation service 
ACAS was called in and 
were met by Jack Fryer, the 
managing director. Fryer 
agreed to drop the strings 
but later that week phoned 
ACAS to say he had chang
ed his mind. Management 
then refused to meet the 
unions. 

On 24 June the 600 
workers were locked out. 

The management have 
been totally unscrupulous in 
their handling of this 
affair-giving concessions to 

The managing director has 
now gained the nickname of 
'Liar Fryer' and a great deal 

Mick Spurgin, Secretary Pax
mans JSSC, 77 Artillery St, Col
chester. Tel: Col. 68817. 

Build from lobby against engineering deal 

Engineering workers from Sheffield and London lobby the meeting between CSEU (Confedl and Engineering Employers Federation leaders . Ken Ran
dall of the Sheffield AEU District Committee seen centre picture lobbying Confed general secretary Alex Ferry told Militant : "We are not at all happy 
with the comments of the engineering union leaders when we questioned them over the negotiations. The concessions they seem prepared to give 
to the employers are too profound, they are talking about giving away too much. More pressure must be applied from all branches of all unions 
within the Confed, not just the AEU . These proposals will worsen working conditions throughout the engineering industry." 

Mysons turn the heat on Thorn 
IN A blaze of publicity in the na

tional press, Myson PLC purchas
ed the four factories in Thorn EMI 
Heating Ltd six months ago. 

On 17 September the workers 
staged a 24-hour strike to resist fur
ther cut-backs and for the rein
troduction of lost conditions. 
Jason Hunter, an AfU shop 
steward at the Padiham factory ex
plains what happened. 

FOR SOME time Thorn EMI had 
been experiencing difficulties with 
profits down, shown in the sacking 
of chairman Peter Laister in 1985. 

In a scramble for cash Thorn 
EMI sold off a number of com
panies: the Heating Group, in
cluding factories at Padiham, 
Birtley, Team Valley and 
Bridgewater. 

In a deal worth over £40 million 
Myson paid partly in cash and part
ly by giving Thorn EMI over 20 per 
cent of shares in Myson itself. This 
makes Thorn EMI the biggest 
si ngle shareholder in Myson. 

!\ whole range of conditions 
given to Thorn EMI employees 
have been withdrawn since the take 
over . 

Myson PLC is a small company, 
employing roughly 2,000, doubling 
in size as a result of the takeover. 
At the time of the takeover its rate 
of profit was double that of Thorn 
EMI Heating. 

Management have made clear 
that they wish to boost profits in 
the factories taken over to the level 
of Myson generally. Thorn EMI 
Heating chairman, John Sweet, 
welcomed the takeover only to be 
sacked some weeks later. 

Since the takeover the Thorn 
EMI redundancy agreement has 
been withdrawn from 20 
September 1986, reducing compen
sation to the legal minimum. 

All sites have had a redundancy 
exercise, in the case of the Padiham 
site alone saving £1/ 2 million, 10 
per cent of the wage bill. A death
in-service insurance scheme has 
been withdrawn. 

A profit sharing scheme has been 
removed at the very time a drive is 
being made to boost profits. (This 
has in the past paid as much as 5 
per cent of earnings to all 
employees in a lump sum). 

Pension contributions have been 
frozen , whilst in Thorn EMI as a 
whole they have been reduced. 

At a local level each factory has 
seen their working practices ex
amined, resulting in a dispute (now 
amicably resolved) at the Padiham 
site. 

In each case above (except for 
the last) the union representatives 
in all factories were told that the 
decision had been made by senior 
Myson management and could not 
be altered by local management. 

When requests have been made 
to see senior Myson management 
they have been refused on the 
grounds that it is not the style of 
Myson to meet unions. 

The train of events strengthened 
links between all unions in the new 
Myson Heating Group. A meeting 

held in July for the first time saw 
all unions in the four factories 
meeting together. 

A call went out from the meeting 
for the reintroduction of conditions 
lost and for a meeting with senior 
Myson management. The strike 
took place on Wednesday 17 
September and received over
whelming support. 

The AEU at Padiham voted 
three to one in favour. AEU, EET
PU, Astms and Apex at Birtley 
supported, Tass (sheeties) and 
Astms at Team Valley . 

The Bridgewater factory, 
employing only 100, was given 
dispensation as it is already work
ing a 3-day week. 
· At the Padiham factory just over 
100 staff worked. Tass members 
were deprived of a ballot by their 
own union representatives' 
slowness to move, whilst Apex (45 
me_mbers) was the only union to 
vote no, though 15 voted yes and a 
number donated the day's pay. 

Brum 
• un1on 

battle 
AFTER MANY years of pover
ty wages and poor health and 
safety conditions the twenty 
mainly women workers of a 
small metal pressing firm, 
Borderway Ltd of Birmingham, 
decided they had no option but 
to try and set up a trade union 
in the factory. 

The boss's reply was swift, he 
immediately sacked two workers 
who were instrumental in setting up 
the union. The works manager was 
heard to brag" I' ve broken unions 
before" . 

For the last six weeks the strikers 
have maintained a picket line day 
in day out, relying on strike pay 
and labour movement donations to 
keep them going. 

Some reward 
One worker explained why they 

are so determined: "For a 39-hour 
week we were getting £1.40 per 
hour ... In the past we have worked 
shifts and been extremely flexible 
for no extra money. This is our 
reward.'' 

As one male worker on the 
picket line pointed out : "People 
think the women here are working 
for pin m0ney but many of them 
are bread winners." As for condi
tions in the factory: "When we 
returned from our Easter break we 
were dismayed to find our only 
drinking water supply cut off". 

Despite the appalling wages, 
pickets made the point that: "It's 
not so much the money as the prin
ciple of being able to join a union 
that we are struggling for." 

Now the the dispute has dragg
ed on for nearly two months it is 
clear :\t the strike has to be step
ped up a gear, not only in terms of 
approaching local factories and 
labour movement bodies for much 
needed finance but also in cam
paigning for increased support in 
blacking Borderway goods. 

Donations and messages of support 
should be sent to: Tass Craft (Metal 
Mechanics) section, 70 Lionel Street, 
Birmingham . 

By Les Kuriata 
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Industrial Reports 

Miners fight back in Notts and Derby 
Hucknall 
THE CAMPAIGN to save 
Hucknall pit in Nottingham
shire will continue, despite a 
vote for closure by UDM 
members there. 

votes to 282. The result came 
just 16 days after the area 
director's announcement. 

Apparently, some UDM 
men were going round the 
pit with a petition call ing for 
severance pay to be increas
ed to £ I ,500 a year and for 
the closure to be accepted. 
So much for any attempt by 
the UDM to fight the 
closure! 

union in Nott inghamshire
the NUM. The UDM leader
sh ip will make no effort to 
save the pits. Their whole ap
proach raises the question of 
whether they connived with 
British Coal over this 
closure. 

450 jobs are to go at Ben
tinck and the f ight is start ing 
now to safeguard the future 
of the sout hern part of the 
coalfield. 

Ollerton 
senior UDM full-time of
ficial that if they took part 
in any contract meetings in
cluding NUM chargemen 
they would be sacked from 
their positions. 

NUM members at 
Hucknall were not balloted 
on the i ssue. 

A WALK-OUT at Ollerton 
colliery in Notts last Friday 
over bonus payments left on
l y 47 (mainly outbye and 
craft) at work out of a shift 
of 250 · and no coal was 
turned . 

300 people had attended a 
council-sponsored meeting 
to start the fight back. But 
a week later the UDM 
balloted its members and 
accepted the closure by 645 

This emphasises the point 
made by speakers at the 
public meeting; that there 
must be only one miners ' 

Despite the UDM vote, 
the "coalfield communi
ty " campaign will 
continue-to save Hucknall 
and to warn other Notts pits . 

The County Council must 
ensure that surveys of the ef
fects of closure, and in
dependent mining engineers' 
reports, are produced im
mediately for every pit. 
There can be no confidence 
in British Coal 's reports , nor 
in the UDM leadership's. 

About 20 per cent of the 
men who walked out were 
U DM members. Of the night 
shift half the men walked 
out, mainly NUM members 
but including abou t ten 
UDM . 

At the weekly contrac t 
meeting with management, 
w hen the NUM face 
chargemen came in and the 
UDM branch officials walk
ed out. It ended with the 
bonus improved by £1 per 
shift. 

This dispute shows that 
only the NUM is prepared to 
fight for the miners' in
terests. Ollerton pit member
ship stands at about 400 
NUM, 450 UDM. 

stoppage. 

Markham 
COAL MINISTER David 
Hunt proved decisively last 
week .. . the miners' drift back 
to work goes on! 

On a visit to Markham No 
2 colliery in Derbyshire he 
dismissed a protest walk-out 
as "insignificant". 

that 900 men were still 
underground during his visit. 
This is a bit puzzling because 
only 800 men work 
underground at the pit and 
only 350 on days: eighteen 
months after the strike they 
are still cooking the books! 

In fact not only did part of 
the day-shift walk out, but 
even on afternoons, long 
after Mr Hunt had gone, 
some men were still refusing 
to go down. 

In spite of the defeatism 
of some cyinics in the move
ment, miners are still 
fighting. Less than two 
weeks ago Markham ground 
to a standstill in a dispute 
over bonus-one of many 
strikes in this and other Der
byshire pit over the last year. 

On this occasion the whole 
pit was ready to stop-only 
the hesitancy of branch of
ficials in the pit at the time 
prevented a 100 per cent 

No doubt even that would 
have been described by the 
Tory minister as a "minor 
detail". If so, why have 
management sent out 
threatening letters to 
Markham men warning 
them against taking any 
more " unofficial action"? 

Bonus payments at the pit 
had been low over the past 
five weeks. The fina l straw 
came when the E uropean 
record of tonnes per shift 
was broken and the colliery 
record for tonnage was 
smashed but bonus stayed 
the same as the previous 
week. 

Six UDM members signed 
over to the NUM immediate
ly on Friday and the NUM 
is hoping to achieve a ma
jority of the workforce 
before the end of the year. 

He claimed on local radio 

ICI jobs 
CHEMICALS multinationaiiCI has an
nounced a massive shake-up in its 
British operations. threatening 
thousands of jobs across the coun
try . From 1 January the company are 
merging the agricultural fibres , 
petrochemical and plastics divisions 
into one group to cut costs . Support 
services like office staff would be 
centralised and cut. 

The biggest losses are feared in 
Teeside, al~eady reeling from the plan 
to close Smiths Dock. Now there 
could be a new disaster area at the 
eight storey block of the agricultural 
division at Billingham, with no union 
consultation, the HQ moving to Run
corn. TGWU officials say these job 
losses would percolate through to 
manual jobs as well. ICI will try to 
divide workers across the country. 
There must be a united fight, a na
tional campaign to stop the 
devastation. 
By Andy Walker, TGWU 8/3, per
sonal capacity 

London DHSS 
MEMBERS OF civil service unions 
CPSA and SCPS at DHSS Kensington 
have been on indefinite strike since 
16 September for reinstatement of a 
CPSA member who has been 
suspended by management . 

The member had been arrested 
along with a colleague for alleged of
fences involving national insurance 
numbers. One was charged but the 
other released and police have stated 
that they do not want to see her 
again . Managerr.ent, however, have 
refused to reinstate her and said 
that once the affair is over they can
not guarantee she will be reinstated 
in that office. 

The CPSA has given official back
ing for this dispute but the SCPS have 
refused so SCPS members at Kens
ington have had no strike pay for over 
three weeks. Members of the SCPS 
and CPSA have been visiting offices 
in London to explain the dispute and 
ask for sympathy action by other of
f ices. CPSA members at Greenwich 
Park ILO voted overwhelmingly to 
support and struck on 3 October. 11 
out of the 33 SCPS refused to cross 
picket lines. 

Cleveland bus 
BUS WORKERS on municipally own
ed Cleveland Transit in the North East 
are on indefinite strike. Grievances 
have been building up against the 
labour-controlled body as jobs have 

been lost and a depot closed. The 
1986 pay award is nine months 
overdue. 

The three district councils respon
s-ible, Langbaurgh, Middlesborough 
a rill Stockton state there is no money 
to pay the back money to the anniver
sary date of January. Transit workers 
remain local authority employees un
til 26 October, De-regulation day, 
when the roads will be open to every 
cowboy bus operator creaming off 
the most profitable routes and under
mining services on less popular 
routes. 

The workers are disgusted at the 
Labour-controlled body and on the 
picket line compared the actions of 
local Stockton council unfavourably 
to the role of Liverpool council in 
fighting cuts. The background threat 
is that with de-regulation the com
pany could be put into liquidation if 
they continue with their claim for 
£272,000 back pay. The company 
will be run by a shadow board of 
directors, with Labour councillors sit
ting on it. 

But the workers are determined to 
fight . There was a thre~ to one vote 
for strike action and there are only 
seven scabs, one in Middlesborough 
and six in Stockton. 

Thanks toW Raine , Secretary, com
bined shop stewards committee . 
Cleveland Transit • 

Woolwich Ford 
FORD WORKERS at the Woolwich 
plant in London staged a 24-hour 
walk-out last Wednesday against 
closure of the plant . lt is due to close 
by 1989 with the loss of 280 jobs 
after 31 years producing parts for 
Ford engines. 

Ford is currently either trying to 
outsource a lot of its work to second 
and third world countries and is set
ting up its own production units in 
areas w here the labour costs are 
cheaper, such as Brazil and Mexico. 

Nick Smith, one of four Militant 
supporters on Greenwich council and an 
hourly paid employee at the plant, said: 
"They are closing a plant that has con
sistently made them a profit for over 30 
years. Ford's overcapacity in Europe 
and Britain seems to have come about 
by their exploitation of cheap labour 
sources throughout the world and now 
we are having to pay. it doesn't matter 
any more whether you are efficient or 
profitable they will kick you in the teeth 
whenever they can. Workers in the 
automative industry in general should 
take heed of our situation and learn a 
lesson-fight for your rights. We're not 
finished yet!" 

Letters of support should be sent to: 
T Franklin, convenor Ford Motor 
Company Ltd, 2-6 Griffin Manor 
Way, London SE28 and/ or Councillor 

By a Markham miner 
By Paul Shawcroft 

Apparently UDM officials 
at the pit were told by a 

Sacked workers picket the Roehampton Factory of artificial limb manufacturer J F Hangar. Representatives of Hangar 
workers from around the country met at the weekend to discuss solidarity action. On Monday workers took manage
ment by surprise with a march round the factory. Photo: Phil Tracey 

Nick Smith, c/ o Town Hall, Wellington 
St, London SE18. 

Telecom pay 
ALL MEMBERS of the National Com
munications Union (NCU) are to be 
balloted on British Telecom's 'final' 
pay offer of 4.5 per cent on basic 
rates conditional on acceptance of a 
list of regrading proposals. 

Unfortunately the right wing led 
Engineering Group executive is handl
ing the issue differently to the Broad 
Left led Clerical Group. 

They are calling this a "con
sultative ballot" and say that even if 
members vote against the offer there 
will have to be a second ballot in line 
with the Trade Union Act. 

They are refusing to recommend 
rejection , merely saying they "can
not recommend it". The Clerical 
Group are being recommended to re
ject and give the go-ahead for in
dustrial action . 

The three week period available for 
campaigning before balloting begins 
must see a vigorous campaign 
against the offer linking pay to the 
issue of job losses and the call for a 
32-hour, four day week. 

By Dave Gorton, West End Branch 
NCU, personal capacity 

Teachers 
DURHAM TEACHERS reaffirmed 
their determination to keep fighting 
for the improved working conditions 
won during the last two years, 
despite the Coventry Agreement, the 
backsliding of the NUT Executive and 
renewed threats of docki~ of pay 
from the local authority at a mass 
meeting on 25 September . 

Suggestions that there was no 
longer any stomach to continue the 
fight , and that they would be forced 
back to three-day cover, were con
temptuously brushed aside. Speakers 
made it clear that they had not fought 
the last two years just to give up 
now. There was undisguised anger at 
the concessions made by the ex
ecutive in signing the Coventry 
Agreement and the get-out clauses 
in the Interim Cover Agreement. 

The mood was that if the authori
ty wanted a dispute it could have 
one, but they were not going to get 
NUT members going back to cover 
for more than one day. Durham Divi
sion is applying now for full National 
Action Commitee suport in their fight 
with the local authority . lt is essen 
tial that their backing is given . 

By /an Hunter, Chester-le-Street NUT) 

CORRECTION. Apologies to Anita 
Dickinson and Bob Sulatycki for a sub 
editor's error inserted in their articles 
last week describing the national 
'Coventry Agreement' as locally 
negotiated. 

A&P shipyard 
SHIPYARD WORKERS at Austin & 
Pickersgill and Southern Shipbuilders 
on the River Wear have voted at mass 
meetings to back the Shipyards 
Negotiating Committee (SNC) in 
breaking off negotiations on pay and 
working practices with British Ship
builders' management. 

This overwhelming vote shows 
that shipyard workers are prepared to 
defend hard-won conditions when a 
lead is given. British Shipbuilders 
management have been attempting 
to increase the use of contracting, 
compulsory redundancies and new 
working practices. This has been tied 

to a two-year pay deal which will 
leave pay levels for 1988 at the same 
level as 1985. 

If this deal is allowed to go through 
trade unionism in the shipyards will 
effectively cease to exist . As .. we go 
to press it looks as if other yards io 
British Shipbuilders are also taking a 
determined stand on this question. 

Aslef apartheid · 
ON TUESDAY 7 October the recall
ed An nu a! Assembly of Delegates of 
train drivers' union Aslef saw the ex
ecutive succeed in overturning the 
AAD's decision earlier this year to 
disinvest in companies with South 
African links. 

it was lobbied by Aslef members 
from all over the country disgusted 
at the executive's decision to call the 
conference. 

Delegates expressed concern that 
the conference was recalled merely 
because the earlier decision had gone 
against the executive. 

When amendments were propos
ed by delegates to the executive's 
rule change they were not allowed . 
Even a compromise amendment say
ing that the executive need take no 
further action until the next AAD was 
not taken . . 

The executive's main arguments 
were that they would lose money by 
disinvesting and would thus put the 
union ' s independence in jeopardy. 

Some delegates condemned the in
vestments as blood money and 
others pointed out that even on pure
ly. financial criteria, given the internal 
situation South Africa could not be 
considered a sound investment. The 
executive's rule change was passed 
by 34 votes to 11 . 

By Andy Viner 
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''A game of football 
between the Electoral 
Reform Society and the 
union's Returning Of
ficer, with the CPSA 
National Executive ac
ting as the referee and 
the membership being 
t reated worse than 
away fans at a Luton 
Town game." 

T hat was how John 
Macreadie, CPSA General 
Secretary-elect, described 
the latest bizarre twist of 
events in the desperate at
tempt of the union's right
wing, backed up by the Tory 
press, to prevent him taking 
office. 

John Macreadie 
vindicated -Page 10 

Conisbrough 
feature -Page 1 

What we 
stand for 

• The immediate in -
troduction of a 35-hour 
week without loss in 
pay as a step towards 
the elimination o f 
unemployment. 

• Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive pro
gramme of public works 
on housing, education, 
the health service, etc. 

• A minimum wage of 
£1 20 a week for all, in
cluding pensioners, sick 
and disable·d people . 

• Opposition to the 
capi tali st Common 
Market, the EEC. For a 
socialist United States 
of Europe as a step 
towards a World 
Socialist Federation. 

• A socialist plan of pro
duction democratically 
drawn up and im
plemented by commit
tees involving the trade 
unions. shop stewards , 
housewives and small 
businessmen . 

• Workers ' management 
of the nationalised in
dustries. These should 
be run on the basis of 
one-third of the places 
on the management 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry, 
one-third from the TUC 
representing the work
ing class as a whole , 
and one-third from the 
government. 

• Opposition to the Tory 
governm ent's anti
union laws and the 
reversal of attacks on 
the trade unions. 

The Electoral Reform 
Society has produced not 
just one report, but two in
to alleged irregularities in the 
General Secretary election. It 
is supposedly an impartial 
body, merely employed to 
inquire into the claimed ir
regularities and to report to 
the union 's Returning Of
ficer. But it has overstepped 
its remit by recommending 
that the ballot be re-run. The 
Returning O ffice r , who 
a lone has the power to order 
a re-run of the ballot, has en
dorsed this recommenda
tion, hut left the matter to 
the right wing controlled 
CPSA NEC which under 
union rules is not em-

CPSA conference democracy at work. but right want to trample over the rule book. 

• Massive cuts in arms 
spending . Support for 
unilateral nuclear disar
mament, but with the 
recognition that only a 
socialist change of 
society in Britain and in
ternationally can 
eliminate the danger of 
a nuclear holocaust. 

powered to act in this 
situation. 

But the Electoral Reform 
Society has at least complete
ly exonerated John 
Macreadie and his sup
porters from any hint of 
ballot rigging, and has nail
ed the slanders in the press 
etc. 

The Returning Officer is 
basing hi s recommendation 
on the second report which 
is still being kept secret from 
all but the right wing. The 
union president, Marion 
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Chambers, has not even told 
John how many branches 
have called for a special con
ference of CPSA, which 
John and his supporters have 
been calling for. The union's 
NEC will meet on 13 Oc
tober. The right wing majori
ty on the NEC are hell bent 
on pushing through a re-run, 
and are prepared to flaunt 
the union's rule book . 

John Macreadie and his 
supporters are urgently call
ing upon all CPSA members 
and branches, to demand 

that the special CPSA con
ference on pay on 27 
November also discuss the 
General Secretary election, 
and decide the question of 
whether or not the ballot 
should be re-run. If the right 
do overturn the democratic 
wishes of the membership 
and force a new election on 
the union, it is quite possible 
they will seek to do so on the 
basis of a postal ballot. John 
Macread ie said: "CPSA 
conference has previously re
jected postal balloting. There 
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can be no changes to the cur
rent election procedures, 
without conference authori
ty. Anything else would be 
ignoring the union's rules 
and constitution. But if there 
is a re-run , I will seek to be 
re-elected . I am confident of 
winning twice, despite the 
campaign of lies that will be 
unleashed by the Tory 
establishment .'' 

By Brian lngham 

D 

• Nationalisation of the 
top 200 monopolies, in
cluding the banks and 
insurance companies 
which control 80 per 
cent to 85 per cent of 
the economy . This 
should be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parlia
ment with minimum 
compensation on the 
basis of proven need. 
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I w ould lik e to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the fighting fund . 
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