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"WE DON'T care if we get into trouble when we go back, it 's our 
future we're fighting for! " 

These were the words of Edinburgh school students, as 
thousands filled the streets of Scottish cities in response to the 
Youth Trade Union Rights (YTURC) campaign ' s call for a 
Scottish youth strike on 5 November. 

"YTS is slave labour" read their placards, as they marched in 
support of YTURC 's demands for no compulsory YTS, £55 a 
week for YTS trainees and £35 a week for FE students. 

Reports from YTURC members Ed 
Petrie and Gary Smith in Edin

burgh and Ian Henderson 
in Glasgow 

Hund reds struck in Dundee a nd 
Falkirk. 1.500 marc hed in E din burgh 
and 3.500 in Gl asgow. Ma n\' mo~·e 
\\ere on strike. Scores of YTS trainees 
we re on the marc hes . li ke the -i3 out 
of -i-i at Spri ngburn !-Tee who had 
voted to joi n th e strike . 

T he tre mendous turn out defied 
intense in timida ti o n in school s in th e 
weeks before the st ri ke . Circulars 
\\·e re issued to headmasters from the 
Labour-co ntrol led Regio nal Coun ci l 
and mee tin gs we re hcfo to wa rn stu 
de nts agai n\t pa rt icipat ing. 

Fourth \'Cars \\·e re threatened \\'it h 
suspe nsioris and o utri ght expul sio ns. 
Fift h and sixth vears were th reatened 
th at the ir bursa.ri cs (grants) wo uld be 
stopped. 

Wild-fire 
News of the st rike spread li ke wild

fi re in the days preced ing the act ion . 
On the d ay. eve n sc hool s who had n ·t 
bee n leaflcttcd ca me out. A t Cowde n
beath 150 pupils struck a nd organ ised 
thei r own march and protest. 

A ll the ta lk in the sc hoo ls and 
colleges . the buses a nd streets was 
abo ut th e strik e. The \·ast majoritv of 
pare nts and teachers were be hi nd. the 
ri ght of yo ung people to strike for a 
fut ure. Many parents proYided let ters 
for their so ns a nd daughters to hand in 
to school to defe nd-thei r ac ti o ns. 

Hu nd reds of passe rs-by and 
wo rke rs paused and cheered the 
marches . ma nv givin g cle nched fist 
sal utes. The stri ke un~doubted l v won 
the suppo rt of th e working ci'ass o f 
Scotl a nd . 

H ere we re yo un g people not just 
moa ning and co mpl ain ing about YTS 
co nscriptio n . but actually do ing so me
thin g about it. On the Saturday fo l
lowing th e strike 30 YTU RC sup
porte rs coll ected ove r £ 100 on the 
stree ts of E d in burgh . refl ecting public .......... 
suppo rt . 

" W e're here today because we ' re 
not goin g to accept f28 .50 . It's slave 
labour. We represen t a ll t he you ng 
peop le in Scotl and ... o ne sc hool stu
dent told Scott ish TV news. 

T he mood to fi ght is the re. summed 
up by one youth who said: " We 've 
been look in g for somethi ng like this 
fo r ages. It's brill iant. It shov.s yo u 
our powe r when we a ll pull together. 
You rea!h· feel part o f a big mo \·e
ment on the march ... 

Now it' s on to the national lo bby of 
Parli ame nt o n 19 !\ovembc r ~ · 

ANOTHER MARVELLOUS end to our 
fighting fund quarter has pushed 
the final total up to £40,821, but 
now a new and even more urgent 
appeal is being launched. 

The hurricane winds of a few weeks 
ago ripped off a part of our roof 
leaving a gaping hole through which 
the rain poured, causing extensive 

ISSUE 873 13 November 1987 

damage to the rooms below. Some 
offices have had to be vacated. 

Until the damage is repaired our 
abillty to work is great ly restricted, 
and we are at risk of further damage 
from the elements. 

A special drive is being organised 
to 'Raise the Roor. See page 3 for 
appeal letter. 
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LPYS - YTURC-
Labour Party Young 
Social ists 

Youth Trade Union 
Rights Campaign 

Lobby of Parliament 
Thursday 19 November 
Assemble: Kennington 

Park, London SE 11 
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Time 12 noon. 
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Thatcherism's 
big crash 
THE STOCK Exchange crash marks a turning point 
in post-war history. It means the beginning -of the 
end for Thatcherism and its American adaptation , 
'Reagonomics'. 

Lawson in his Autumn Statement tried to deny 
there was any crisis. Now he admits the Treasury is 
working on contingency plans for world slump. 

The Tories' rosy perspective of unlimited capital
ist growth has disappeared forever behind the 
gathering storm clouds of a new recession , which 
will bring misery to millions throughout the world . 

This will mean a dramatic intensification of the 
class st ruggle. A drop in world production of half a 
per cent in 1974/5 was followed by revolution in 
Portugal, big strikes and governments falli ng in 
Greece , Spain and Britain . and a further wave of the 
colonial revolution in southern Africa. 

The much bigger slump which will inevitably 
follow the present crash will lead to even more 
breath-taking upheavals. Even before these move
ments, the Tories ' ca refully nurtured myths are 
being destroyed. 

'Popul ar capital ism ' is looking pretty unpopular. 
Tory attempts to create an army of small share
holders loyal to capitalism have been crushed under 
fa lling share prices. The number of small investors 
has fallen by over two million since the beginning of 
this year, and is plummetting a ll the faster 
now. 

Even at the time of the election , the Tories ' 
majori ty depended , not on permanent converts to 
Thatcherism, but on voters who believed the Tories 
could run the economy well. according to a recent 
Social Attitudes Survey. What do these voters think 
now? 

The priva tisation programme has deteriorated 
into the BP fiasco. The Tory press attempted a 
brazen cove r-up with their talk of Lawson 's 
'triumph ' in the rescue operation. 

But this operation was a complete reversal of his 
own dogma. It is a form of back-door renationalisa
tion . The government could end up owning more BP 
shares than it started with! 

Not long ago, the whole Tory party seemed to be 
Thatcherite. The cabinet was purged of wets , and 
the dissident Peter Walker sent to the equivalent of 
a Siberian power station at the Welsh Office. 

Yet this driest of dry cabinets has blocked the 
appointment of Thatcher clone, Lord Young , as 
party chairman. The party barons realise it will be 
impossible for the Tories to be re-elected with 
Thatcher as their leader, and have imposed an 
unprecedented defeat on her. The chairmanship 
must be filled by someone who will be prepared to 
tell her. to go when the time comes. 

Even the once faithful Norman Tebbit has retired 
from the leader's cabal. In parting he punctured her 
fantasi es of eradicating socialism by pointing out 
that Labour was re-elected in 1964 after a devastat
ing defeat fi ve yea rs earli er and that this can be 
repeated. 

The splits among the ~ories were covered over by 
Thatcher's seeming successes. But these are now 
over and social pressures will be reflected in the 
Tory party. 

The Tories won the election on the basis of a 
temporary and artificial boom, which meant the 
living standards of some of those in work were 
slightly improved. A new slump will mean a 
complete reversal of this situation. 

Private industry will be worst affected. An ava
lanche of redundancies is possible. The service 
sector will prove particul arly fragil e. Most recent 
industrial struggles have been in the public sector. as 
private employers often conceded pay rises above 
the rate of inflation rather than face strikes . 

Slump will mean private sector workers joining 
public sector workers in taking action probably 
mainly to defend their living standards and often 
their very jobs. 

There will be a storm of opposition to the poll tax. 
The Tories' new round of anti-union legislation is 
likely to meet stiff resistance. 

None of this is a surpri se to Militant which warned 
of the coming slump and its political effects. Had the 
Labour leaders warned the working class of what 
was to come, the laoour movement would be in a 
powerful position to defend workers' living stan
dards now and could launch an unbeatable offensive 
against the Tories and capitalism. But the crisis will 
expose the hopelessly inadequate ideas of the 
leadership and accelerate the transformation of the 
labour movement along socialist lines. 
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Printed by Militant Publications, 
3/13 Hepscott Road, London E9 SHB. 

j 

I Enniskillen bombing 

IRA desperate turn 
to renewed terror 

THE SECT ARIAN atrocity of En
niskillen should be unreservedly 
condemned by the whole labour 
movement. Even if IRA claims of 
an intended military target were 
true, there is no way a bomb 
planted at a Remembrance Day· 
service, could not have killed Pro
testant civilians. 

By our Belfast correspondent 

Among the 11 dead were a 20 year 
old student nurse , a re tired ambu
lance driver , and two workers 
employed by the local Unipork fac
tory , both trade union members. 
Among the 55 injured were two chil
dren under 10, one a two yea r 
old. 

This bomb contained 30lb of 
explosives, but it was not to have been 
the only attack of the day. Only a few 
miles away a 200lb bomb aimed at 
another Remembrance Day parade 
failed to go off. That night a 1200lb 
bomb was intercepted in Belfast. 

All thi s activity , and the recent 
significant escalation of the IRA's 
milit ary campaign , is a sign of their 
desperation. Until recently IRA stra
tegi sts were talking of a protracted 
struggle stretching over 10, 20 or 30 
years. But the lack of impact of their 
campaign, plus military reverses such 
as the deadl y ambush of thei r 
members by the security forces at 
Lough Gall , have caused a rethin k 
among a section of the leadership . 

Instead of a protracted an unwinn
able struggle , they have decided to 
attempt to bring things to a head with 
acts of provocation such as Enniskil
len. They hope that the resulting state 
repression and sectarian re taliation 
will drive the Catholic community 
behind them. 

This highlights the futility of indi
vidual terrorism. Whicheve r way the 
IRA turn they will lose. E ither they 
conduct an unwinnable war of attri
tion , or they try to precipitate all out 
conflict. The ultimate consequence of 
this course would be sectari an civil 
war , the massacre and expulsion of 
the Northern Catholics , and reparti
tion. 

Enniskillen will have two 
consequences-more sectarianism and 
more repression . Immediately fo llow
ing the bomb , there was a spate of 
sectarian attacks against Catholics 
right across the province. 

Incitement 
That night a group of 12 Catholic 

teenagers standing on a North Belfast 
street were sprayed with gunfire. Five 
were wounded, one shot seven times 
and one five. In the Springfield Rd 
area of Belfast a Catholic woman was 
wounded by a pitchfork . Ian Paisley 
has helped incite reaction stating Pro
testants would have to take "the law 
into their own hands '· . 

Repression has already been 
stepped up recently as witnessed by 
the brutal behaviour of the RUC at 
the funera l of two IRA me n in Derry. 
Now the state has been given the 
excuse to take further measu res. 

There will be greater pressure on 
the Southe rn Irish government to 
ratify the agreement on extradition. 
The appeal judges in the Birmingham 
Six case, faced with the problem that 
to uphold the case of six innocent 
Irishmen , means admitting that over 
30 policemen lied in court, wil l be 
1111der renewed pressure to turn down 
the appeal. 

But revulsion at Enniskillen has not 
been confined to the Protestant com
munity. In Catholic working class 
areas also, there is a fee ling of deep 
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disgust at what has happened. This 
explains why Gerry Adams had to 
make apologetic statements criticising 
the bombing. Even wi thin Sinn Fein 

·and the IRA , divisions will have been 
opened up . 

The response to Enniskillen , 
however, need not have been secta
rian if the labour movement had 
immediately responded and given 
vent , in a united fashion, to the anger 
of Catholic and Protestant workers. 
All the ICTU leaders did was to issue 
a statement of condemnation , in
distinguishable from all the others. 
Fermanagh trades council , which 
could have united the local commun
ity in protest , took no action. 

Two yea rs ago. when the Anglo
Irish Agreement was signed , the Tory 
governments in London and Dublin 
promised that peace, stability and 
reform would result . Sunday"s atroci ty 
is a fitting reminder of the failure of 
the Agreement. 

Instead of peace there have already 
this vear bee n more deaths than in any 
of the previous five. Instead of so lu 
tions there is political deadlock . In
stead of reform the Catholic commun
ity now suffe r even greater repression. 
On the basis of capita li sm there can be 
no end to the confl icts. Unfortunately 
Neil Kinnock and the Labour front 
bench continue to support the worth
less Anglo-I rish Agreeme nt and to 
applaud the repressive methods of the 
state. 

The labour movement should provi
de the working class with an alternat
ive way to fi ght back against poverty 
and secta ri anism , thereby cutting 
across the appeal of Sinn Fein and of 
individual terrorism in the Catholic 
areas. Labour in Ireland and Britain 
should put forward its own sociali st 
solution based on the uni ty of the 
working class . 

Tories price out the elderly 
LAWSON'S AUTUMN Sta
tement included a 15 per 
cent electricity price rise 
over two years and rises of 
up to 10 per cent in water 
charges. But let no-one say 
the Tories are uncaring. 
They care a lot- about pro
fits and prvatisation. The 
increases are part of fatten
ing up these private assets 

for sale. What the Tories do 
not care about is the effect 
on the old, poor and weak. 

"We are disgusted about 
the electric, the prices are 
too high already", says Ar
thur Hare of the Bradford 
branch of the British Pen
sioners Trade Union Asso
ciation. "We will be pro
testing about it at our next 

branch meeting. 
"Some of our members 

are on Supplementary 
Benefit and will be unable 
to pay. I am in that position 
myself. Most pensioners try 
to keep straight with their 
bills. Some are prepared to 
literally starve rather than 
fail to pay. 

"My wife will be very 

upset because she always 
wants to keep straight with 
payments e\·en at risk of 
doing without herself. She 's 
far from well at the mo
ment, and she will be pre
pared to make herself worse 
rather than get behind in 
payments. The people at the 
top never think of things 
like that". 
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special appeal 

Raise the roof 
mony to your confidence In the 
Ideas of Marxism. This bulldlng 
has been Invaluable to our work 
over the last three years and wlll 
continue to be so In the period of 
Intensified struggle now beginn
ing, signalled by the stock market 
crash. 

But to maintain the bulldlng In 
good condition Is very costly, and 
the damage to the roof has put an 
extra strain on our already 
stretched resources. Valuable 
equipment, paid for out of our 
readers' week's Income campaign 
earlier this year, Is at risk from 
water coming through the roof. 

'THE MILITANT Editorial Board has 
Issued the following appeal: 

by 5 January 1988. This gives us 
just eight weeks to raise the 
money to raise our roof! 

The damage caused to Mlll
tanfs offices by the recent storms 
means we have to raise a mini
mum of £25,000 extra to replace 
a whole section of the roof. Only a 
small part of this cost will be met 
by Insurance- the rest is up to 
you!. 

On top of this, we also have to 
meet all our normal costs of ,pro
ducing Militant. To find the 
money, we have set a special 
Fighting Fund target of £50,000 

Our building was bought only 
thanks to huge sacrifices by 
workers, students and the 
unemployed, by young and old 
alike, who saw it as an Investment 
In their future , a stake In a soclal
lst society. 

The Marxist Daily Building Fund, 
launched in September 1983, 
raised over £220,000. In the mar
vellous traditions of our appeals, 
readers responded magnificently. 
Life's savings, deposits for hou-

ses and flats, money put aside for 
a new car, furniture or a long 
awaited holiday were donated. 
We had donations of £5,000 and 
£2,000 right down to school stu
dents' pocket money. 

By November 1984, much to the 
astonishment of the Tory press we 
had moved our workers, press and 
other equipment into our new pre
mises which we bought for 
£365,000. This building is now 
worth over half a mllllon 
pounds. 

Every Militant reader can be 
proud of that success - a testl-

We appeal to all our readers to 
take up this campaign urgently. 
Send us a donation but also take 
the appeal to workmates, friends 
and relations. A successful cam
paign will not only see us replace 
the roof but go Into 1988 set for 
even greater achievements In 
what will prove to be a year of 
tremendous struggle for the work
ing class. 

Russian revolution 
commemorated 

LAST WEEKEND, 
more than 2000 people 
at Militant rallies com
memorated the 70th 
anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution. 

-- 1F MILITANT has 
been margina li sed , th is is 
some margin .. said the pa
per's editor . Pete r Taa ffe. 
addressing the 1.000-strong 
ra ll y at Liverpool Empire . 
whi ch combi ned the themes 
of the Russian Revo lution 
and the st ruggle of the 47 
surcharged anu disqualified 
Liverpool Labour cou ncil
lors. 

All those present. who 
we re entertai ned and 
inspired for fi ve hours, 
agreed that the rall y had 
been Miliran(s biggest and 
best in Live rpool. 

Linking the Russian Rev
oluti on to the struggles in 
Live rpool , Peter Taaffe 
said : " Marxists do n't live in 
the past. but learn from the 
lessons of history''. 

Clay Cross councillor 
John Dunn refl ected on 
past struggles and attacked 
the ide a ~ of ·new rea li sm ' 
and the ' fi lofax tendency' . 

No regrets 
Fe li city Dowling, one of 

the 47 , int roduced John 
Macreadie as "a revo lu
ti onary on that unrevo lu
tionary body, the TUC 
General Council " . 

He said he looked with 
shame at what the Tory 
gove rnment had got away 
with in the last eight years. 
Yet the TUC still wanted to 
link up with the CBI and 
the House of Lords to de
fea t the latest anti-trade
unio n legislation: "The 
TUC leaders shoul d have 
more confide nce in their 
own members." 

Perh aps the best recep
tion of the day was reserved 
fo r Chrissy Fogg, wi fe of 
surcharged counci ll or Alan 
Fogg. who said she had no 
regrets: " When I look 
around the city and look 
back at those 47 men and 
women, and wonder 
whether it was all worth it , 
I think 'Yes, every bit of it ' . 
I am proud to be associated 
with them." 

Ted Grant , political 

Section of the audience at the Liverpool rally. 
editor , perso ni fy ing the tra
ditions of Militant , pointed 
to the recent collapse in the 
Stock Exchanges as a turn
ing point for world capital
ism. 

Under threat of expul 
sion fro m the Labo ur Par
ty, Tony Byrne , former 
leader of Liverpool City 
Council , appealed to the 
audience to raise the 
necessa ry fin ance for the 
47. 

A guest speaker was Sam 
Bond , fo rmer Race Rela
tions Adviser to the City 
Counci l, who was warml y 
received on hi s return to 
Liverpoo l: "The policies of 
the labour council in Liver
pool under Marxist leader
shi p , had done more for 
equal opportunities than 
any other loca l authority" 
he said. 

Summing up the confe
rence , Tony Mulhearn , 
another of the 47 , rec
ounted a conversation he 
had recently had with an 
activist. who compared 
Militant supporters to corks 
in water : " You are sub-

merged , o nly to pop up 
agai n somewhere else" . 

The rall y, he said , 
showed that " Militant still 
represents a powerful fo rce 
in Brita in" . 

Even an enemy of the 
Militant in Liverpool, the 
Daily Post , agreed that 
" Militant laid on a show of 
strength in Liverpool 
yesterday to prove that it is 
st ill a fo rce to be reckoned 
with " . 

The ra lly ra ised £5 ,700 
fo r the Fighting Fund , and 
nea rl y 400 standing orders 
we re coll ected for the 47 
councillors, which will br
ing in app rox imately £700 a 
month , towards the debts 
hanging over them. 

By Martin Lee 

Glasgow 
400 PEOPLE attended the 
Militan t ra ll y to salute the 
1917 October Revolution , 
in the aptly named Winter 
G ardens of the People 's 
Palace in Glasgow. 

Nimrod Sejake, the 

exiled South African t rade 
union leader , spoke of the 
struggle of the workers in 
the 50s and 60s to build the 
trade unions against all the 
odds, and how it had been 
resurrected in the 1980s 
with the fo rmati on of CO
SA T U. 

The youth in the town
ships and the workers in 
industry were fi ghting side
by-side for the Freedom 
Charter- for the transfer of 
wea lth and industry to the 
ownership of the people as 
a whole . 

Tony Saunois, from the 
editori al board of Militant 
International Review , ar
gued that the message of 
October is absolutely rele
va nt to workers today. 
Revolution is on the march 
th roughout tk world . No
thing car: ~IC: : the working 
class fror~ ;·-;ruggling to 
transform soc:iety. 

The sociali st theme of 
the meeting was carried on 
in the entertainment , with 
'Tsar Wars- the good , the 
bad and the theoretically 
incorrect '. Using the cha-
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racters of Lenin , T rotsky 
and Stali n, it illustrated 
with venomous humour the 
degeneration of the revolu
tion. 

This was followed by Ian 
Saville , the socialist magi
cian , who demonstrated his 
unique method of dialec
tical magic . 

The music and dancing 
went on into the ni_!;ht , 
below the glass roof and 
palm trees , with the com
mitment to emulate the 
events of October, demons
trated by £700 being raised 
for the Fighting Fund . 

By Ronnie Stevenson. 
OTHER RALLIES took 
place in Swindon , where 40 
people raised £140 fo r the 
Fighting Fund , and Swan
sea , wi th 60 people and 
£240 raised . Ted Grant spo
ke to 80 in Cardiff where 
£350 was collected ; at Bir
mingham Alan Woods spo
ke to 150 who raised £600, 
in Newcastle there were 
300 and £1 , 160 was raised , 
and in Nottingham the 120-
strong audie nce donated 
over £1 , 100! 

PROTESTS FROM 
Labour MPs forced 
P&O, the company 
which owns Town
send Thoresen fer
ries, to cancel a 
champagne party for 
Tory MPs on the 
night the House was 
debating the Felix
stowe Dock and Har
bour Bill, which will 
benefi t another com
pany they own. 

P&O has donated 
£30,000 to the Con
servative Party over 
the last two years, but 
to make sure their 
generosity was being 
repaid , they decided 
to spend a few 
hundred more to en
tice enough Tories to 
stay up late to see the 
bill voted through. 

Sue Haney, whose 
brother Geoff died on 
the Herald of Free 
Enterprise com-
mented: "P&O's 
priorities are still the 
same. While surviving 
crew members are 
forced to survive on 
DHSS for day-to-day 
existence -one has 
even been forced to 
put his home on the 
market - we are told 
of the champagne 
reception 'to provide 
refreshment' to Tory 
MPs while the P&O 
sponsored bill is 
debated in the House 
of Commons. It is ut
terly sickening, but 
unfortunately not 
surprising ." 
TORY MP for Lang
baurgh , Richard Holt, 
has exposed the con
tempt which he and 
his party have for 
those who work fo r 
thir living. In a debate 
on Urban Develop
ment corporations, 
he spoke of the ina
doq UC1cies of local au
thorictes . 

"Planning in Lang
baurgh" he said " is 
run by a planning 
comittee, the former 
chairman of which 
was formerly a bus 
cleaner. I cannot ima
gine what skill, 
knowledge and ex
pertis~ in cleaning a 
bus ... 

At this point he was 
stopped by the De
puty Speaker for gett
ing away from the 
subject under debate. 
But then he conti
nued: 

" ... The chairman of 
the La11Qbaurgh 
planning authority 
was a bus cleaner. 
That is the calibre of 
people with whom in
dustrialists and busi
nessmen have to 
meet and talk to, with 
a view to moving 
their businesses into 
the area ." 

Mr Holt is a former 
actor and a 'person
nel consultant' who 
owns six betting 
shops. 
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Expelled miner proud 
of his socialist aims 

~·· Don.!t .stand 
on the .. .... . 

. sidelints· 
-•• -•• S' 
I. 

MILIT ANT'S CAMPAIGN to win 
thousands of new supporters in 
November d:ontinues, with a sta
tement by Ian Isaac on what led 
him to support the paper. 
WHEN I was a shop steward at 
Cowley, I bought the then 
monthly Militant, which was 
mainly theoretical, but with an 
analysis of the struggles of the 
workers in Britain and interna
tionally. 

AFTER ll;J years of Labour 
Party membership, IAN 
ISAAC, former National 
Union of Mineworkers (NUM) 
lodge secretary at St John's 
colliery and member of the 
South Wales NUM executive, 
was expelled by two votes to 
one by the National Constitu
tional Committee (NCC) on 15 
October. 

By a Militant reporter 

This expulsion exemplifies the 
persecution any socia list can ex
pect once referred to the NCC. 
Ian Isaac was not expelled 
because of the evidence brought 
agai nst him. or for bringing the 
Party into di srepute, but b ecause 
the right wing have an inbuilt 
majority o n the NCC and are 
prepared to expel anyone thought 
to have the slightest associ atio n 
with Militant . 

From a socia list fami ly, Ian 
Isaac joi ned th e Labour Party at 
the age of 18 and since then has 
had a~ hi story of loyal servi ce , in 
particular to the miners in his 
home community of Maesteg. 

He was the youngest ever shop 
ste\~rd at the Cowley car plant in 
Oxford where he was president 
of hi s AUEW branch and a de
legate to the local Labour Party 
and Trades Council . 

After moving back to Wales in 
1975 , he started work at St John's 
colliery. In 1978, he beat three 
other candidates to become lodge 
secretary , and the youngest full
time official of the NUM in Bri
tain. 

For the next 11 years, he repre
sented the miners in exemplary 
fashion , in the union and as de
legate to Ogmore Constituency 
Labour Party . He was also 
elected to the South Wales NUM 
executive, from 1983 until 
1986. 

But it was in 1984-85 that Ian 
Isaac was to play his most impor
tant role , in the most crucial 

period of NUM history . 
Ian lsaac was one of the few 

NUM officials who prepared for 
the massive confrontation which 
the Coal Board were ready for. St 
John's NUM became nationally 
known for their militancy and 
their model campaign during the 
strike . Thousands of people at
tended NUM meetings in 
Maesteg. 

£165 ,000 was raised by the Sup
port Group , of which Ian Isaac 
himself raised over £11 ,000 by 
speaking at over 200 public meet
ings. At the end of the stri ke he 
was thousands of pounds in 
debt . 

He was sacked twice during the 
stri ke and re insta ted. and ar
rested, getti ng a trumped-up con
viction quashed on appeal. 

Yet it was after the strike tha t 
his biggest cha llenge came, when 
the Coal Board tried to shut St 
John 's . A yea r-l ong battle en
sued which eve n won th e support 
of Neil Kinnock. 

Disgrace 
But . after a long struggle and a 

model campaign. which if it had 
been taken up by the NUM lea
dersh ip cou ld have saved the pit. 
St John 's was closed. 

Some of the leadersh ip were 
petrified at his support . In 1985 
he had stood for the presidency of 
the South Wales NUM , winning 
22 pe r cent of the vote for his 
promise to be " a miners' leader 
on a miner 's wage '" . 

After the closure , Ian was 
exiled to work on his own in a 
methane pumping plant , miles 
from th e nea rest pit o r miner. 

That such a class fighter should 
be expelled from the Labour par
ty is a disgrace. The way in which 
he was expelled is even mo re 
disgraceful and alarming for all 
labour movement activists. 

In March 1986, the Ogmore 
Labour Party gave Jan lsaac six 
days to deny that he had an y 
association with Militanr or face 
immediate expulsion . Stopped by 

threats of legal action , the Party 
tried to so li cit evidence for hi s 
expulsion. 

A barrister representing Ian 
Isaac at the NCC hearing 
described the evidence they 
brought forward as worth less 
than a recital of fairy talcs and 
th at if th e case had gone to court 
it would have b°Ce n thrown 
out. 

But the NCC members used 
the same method of reaching a 
verdict as the Spanish inquisition 
- 'guilty if you confess and guilty 
if you don't'. 

All the prosecution witnesses 
were allowed to stay in the hear
ing throughout , interjecting. One 
accused a witness on Tan ·s behalf 

of appearing to get her own back 
on a former boyfri end . Th is was 
retracted after a furious protest 
from the left-wing member of the 
panel. 

Faint praise 
The NCC chairman th anked 

Ian Isaac for conducting himself 
so well before the panel , "unlike 
some of the prosecution wit
nesses" (who had to be removed 
from the hearing) . Then , damned 
with faint praise. he was expelled. 

Ian Isaac . who is still the secret
ary of the NUM Broad Left, 
pledged to continue the fight to 
build a socialist leadership for the 
labour movement. " I have been 

I met Dudley Edwards, who 
had helped to organise the 
union in Cowley in the 1930s. He 
impressed on me that Marxism 
was a guide to action and that 
socialism would not drop out of 
the sky, but had to be worked 
for. 

Militant was a well-
established weekly paper when 
the miners' strike began. Thou
sands of miners read the paper. 
It kept them fully informed, 
stressed the need for correct 
tactics and appealed for soli
darity. Its methods proved inva
luable in the struggle to defend 
jobs during and after the 
strike. 

Faith in the ability of working 
people to fight for decent jobs, 
pay and conditions and a better 
way of life is the hallmark of 
Militant and its supp011ers. 

Militant will help provide the 
leadership within the ranks of 
workers' organisations in the 
construction of socialism in Bri
tain and the world, in the course 
of this now tangible decline in 
the capitalist system. 

proud to carry on the fightin g 
socia list traditions of the miners 
in Wales ... he to ld the NCC: " My 
socialist views and considerat ions 
have been governed by my duties 
to the miners and the ir familie s" . 

THE CAMPAIGN to stop Ian 
Isaac's expulsion has cost nearly 
£2,000. Donations from labour 
movement bodies (especially the 
NUM) are urgently needed. Please 
send them to: Ogmore Campaign 
Against Labour Expulsions, 28 
Garnwen Terrace, Nantyfyllon, 
Maesteg, Mid Glamorgan 

Women need socialism By-election can 
stop Tory plans 
for London 

THE LABOUR Party Wo
men's Conference this wee
kend has the responsibility 
lo mobilise working-class 
women against Tory at
tacks, particularly on the 
right to abortion, the priva
tisation of public services 
and cuts in social services 
and benefits. 

It is unfortunate there
fore that the National Wo
men's Committee (NWC) 
has allowed the conference 
to be re~uced to a day and a 
half and to be organised 
into six mini-conferences, in 
reality workshops. 

Several years ago, sup
porters of Marxist ideas 
campaigned against 
workshops at National Con
ference and, with the sup
port of the vast majority of 
delegates, put a stop to 
them. 

Now the delegates · will 
have to fight again, with the 
minori.ty on the NWC who 
opposed this attempt to turn 
the conference into a talking 
shop. They must · ensure 
that a clear policy emerges 
at conference on the six 
issues to be discussed-child 
abuse, women's safety, pri
vatisation, health, poll tax 
and international links. 

They must also make it 
clear to the NWC and 
especially the full-time of
ficers of the Party that they 

will not tolerate any attempt 
to use the format of this 
year's conference to down
grade the women's confe
rence in future. 

Inevitably the Conference 
Arrangements Committee 
and the NWC will have 
been bombarded with emer
gency resolutions on the Al
ton Bill. This time the NWC 
must give a lead and not 
tail-end ad hoc committees. 
It is not just a question of 
opposing legal changes but 
campaigning for facilities to 
be made available for early 
NHS abortions on de
mand. 

Whilst all who wish to 
oppose Alton are welcome 
in the campaign, this attack 
can only be effectively be 
defeated by organised la
bour mobilising the work
ing class and especially 
working class women. 

Recession 
Resolution 104 from Lla

nelli, which calls for the 
nationalisation of banks and 
finance, will give delegates 
the opportunity to discuss 
the stock exchange crashes 
and the approaching reces
sion, which will mean 

Militant 
Meeting 
Saturday 14 No
vember 7.30pm. 
Bell -air Hotel, 22-
24 Lord Street 
(near station). 
Speakers-one of 
hte 47 surcharged 
Liverpool council
lors, and Cheryl 
Varley, Further 
Education National 
committee of the 
National Union of 
Students. 

further ·attacks, especially 
on that part-time, casual 
section of the workforce 
which is l<irgely composed 
of women. 

Resolution 105 from 
Swansea Women's Council 
for the renationalisation of 
privatised industry and res
olution 103 from Bermond
sey Women's Section for the 
nationalisation of the 200 
monopolies are vital if the 
needs and aspirations of 
working-class women are to 
be met. 

By Margaret Creear 

A UNIQUE council by
election is be ing held on 
19 November in the 
Southfie lds Ward of 
Wandsworth. 

The seat, won by the 
Tories by only 140 votes 
in May 1986, needs only 
a 1.65 per cent swing to 
be won by Labour. If 
that happens, the whole 
political landscape of 
London local govern
ment will change. 

The Tories won 31 
seats to Labour's 30 , so 
if Labour wins in South
fields it will take control 
of Wandsworth and end 
Tory rule in a council 
which Thatcher loves so 
dearly, because of their 
enthusiasm to privatise 
every council service in 
sight. 

This would be a big 
enough prize in itself, 
but the implications go 
much further. At the last 
elections, Labour won 

15 out of 32 London 
boroughs , mak ing them 
the biggest group on the 
joint boa rds set up by 
the Tories to run city
wide services when thev 
abo lished the GLC. ' 

Labour control of 
Wandsworth would give 
Labour effective control 
of these bodies and also 
deal a savage blow to 
Tory plans to wreck the 
Inne r London Education 
Authority, since Wands
worth would no longer 
contemplate opting 
out. 

Help is needed to win 
this by-election. The 
Committee Rooms are 
at 104 Wimbledon Park 
Road , SW18 (near 
Southfields station) - Tel 
870 1327 and 460 Merton 
Road , SW18- Tel 874 
4270. Canvassing will be 
a t 6 pm Monday to Fri 
day and 11 am Sun
day. 
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Barking 

against slave labour 
)youth training schemes 

, 7 

Walk-o 
forYTURC 
OVER 300 students walked out of classes at my 
college on Monday. We were supported by our 
lecturers and held a canteen meeting to dis
cuss compulsory YTS. 

I am the only Further Education Labour Stude-nt 
(FELS) member in the college at the mom ent so I just 
spread the word about the meeting. 

At 3 pm on Monday every class walked out. · The 
canteen was packed! There was a real mood to fight. 
Colette Williams spoke . There was a unanimous vote 
for strike action on 19 
November. 

Young workers on day 
release from Fords, 
Dagenham, said that 
nothing would stop them 
striking. 

We also voted unani
mously to stay in the can
teen if any attempts were 
made to stop the meet
ing. 

I asked for 20 names for 
a strike committee-60 
came forward! I am con
fident that we will have 
100% support on the 19 
November from both stu
dents and college 
workers. 

By Angela Molyneaux 
Barking FE college 

Cleveland 

3-year 
YTS? 

AFTER TWO-YEAR YTS 
comes the ultimate in 
slave labour exploitation 
- three-year YTS! And 
it is coming from a La
bour council! 

The Education Officer of 
Cleveland County Coun
cil, Mr Alan Calderwood, 
has written to Tory 
Employment Secretary, 
Norman Fowler, calling 
for an extension of the 
YTS training period in 
Cleveland. 

More time on a scheme 
is just more easy money 
for firms who have no 
intention of taking trai
nees on full time. The 
Council should forget 
hair-brained ideas of 
lengthening YTS and in
stead fight for guaran
teed jobs fo r youth . 

The LPYS has set up a 
campaign against against 
compulsory YTS which is 
supported by Nupe. We 
will highlight the horrors 
of YTS and build for the 
lobby of Pa rli ament on 19 
November. 

By Andy Walker 
Middlesborough LPYS 

Support grows in 
London colleges 
REPORTS ARE coming in thick 
and fast of growing support in 
further education colleges for 
action on 19 November. 

At Kingsway Princeton College 
(reports Matthew Pledger) a 
Union General Meeting (UGM) of 
over 400 students overwhelm
ing!;, supported a resolution cal
ling for action on 19 No
vember. 

A survey in the college showed 
that an average of £2 a day is 
spent on meals. The ma.jority of 
students don't get a grant and if 

Manchester 

they do the maximum is only £7 a 
week. 

The National Union of Students 
has called for action from 9 to 20 
November on the issue of YTS 
and grants. Colette Williams, the 
Further Education Labour Stu
dents member on the NUS Exe
cutive, will be speaking at 
several colleges in London. 

The code of conduct is being 
used by the Croydon college ad
ministration to stop the Labour 
Club from organising any meet
ings. The student union doesn't 

want to organise for the lobby, 
but 50 names have been col
lected to call a students' UGM. 

South East London FE (SEL
Tech) held a UGM last week 
which unanimously agreed to 
support the lobby, and to send a 
coach. 

The London College of Printing 
UGM agreed to support the lobby 
and produce leaflets and a 
broadsheet. A shutdown of the 
college has been called in res
ponse to a call by NUS Lon
don. 

On the streets 
United 
STUDENTS AT South Manchester 
Community College took strike action 
last month. Student picket Jines were 
set up at all the coUege's sites, linking 
with the lecturers' union, Nattbe, who 
were also on strike that day. 

We marched from the Arden site to the 
Wythenshawe site to form a mass picket and 
rally. Speakers included a Natfue rep and a 
representative from Militant. 

Fels members have been holding meetings 
in the college on issues like grants, compul
sory YTS and education cuts. We raised £30 
from the lecturers to print 
leaflets for the strike action. It 
was generally agreed that this 
will just be the start of joint 
action taken to fight for better 
conditions , which will be dis
cussed at a joint meeting of all 
the unions in the college. 

A Nalgo rep has already 
invited the Fels YTS organiser 
in the college to speak at a 
meeting ofYTS trainees on why 
they should join a union . 

The next campaign we are 
taking up is against compul
sory YTS. This will affect 
30,000 FE students in the colle
ges, those 16 and 17 year olds 
who can't get a grant to study 

full time and are forced to go 
part time and sign on. If the 
Tories get their way all these 
students will be forced out of 
college and onto YTS or lose 
their benefit. 

We are hoping to get at least a 
coach full to the YTURC lobby 
of Parliament. But the Board of 
Governors are witholding t?.i"l 
entire student union budget 
this year. We will be campaign
ing against this interference in 
our union 's affairs . 

By Jac.kie Chesney, student 
union executive member and 
Lyn Worthington, student 
union secretary. 

THATCHER AND big businessmen gave BP 
shares away In Southampton city centre 
on Saturday, 31 October. Over 100 youth 

· nstened to a Young Soclallst dressed as 
Thatcher and 500 fake shares were hand
ed out. A huge sign exclaimed "Be part of 
a big flop". 

The following Saturday, Southampton 
Labour Party Young Soclallsts (LPYS) held 
another street meeting. We wlll be doing 
the same every week. 

On Sunday 8 November, we held a 
'Youth know your rights' day on a local 
council estate, which was a brllllant suc
cess. 12 people joined the LPYS. They are 
going to have a public meeting to get 
people on the YTURC lobby. 
By Gavin Marsh . Southampton LPYS 

Coventry 
Tech 

Make 
your 

• union 
act 
STRUGGLES IN FEs are 
unfortunately not just 
against the Tory govern
ment but somet! r11.:> ::. 
against your own stude;<t 
union leadership. 

In our college the siu
dent union executive 
have led no campaigns, 7 
out of the 10 executive 
members got their posi
tions without any opposi
tion. I have been trying to 
set up a Labour club in 
my college since I started 
my course . But the union 
told me l wuld not have a 
room because college 
management did not 
want any political organi
sations set up. We ended 
up holding a meeting in 
the union office! 

At a union executive 
meeting I put forward a 
resolution supporting the 
YTURC lobby and the 
Anti-Apartheid demons
tration. They refused to 
discuss any of this. Even 
so, through constant 
pressure the president 
signed a cheque for £20 
out of his own pocket to 
let us go! 

The last few days have 
been really hectic. We 
went into the canteen to 
collect names for a cam
paign against compulsory 
YTS and in support of the 
Coventry htulth workers' 
strike against hospital 
closures. Seeing the sup
port we got, we decided 
to campaign for an emer
gency meeting to discuss 
these issues. 

Students were so angry 
at the union 's antics that 
15 students and YTS trai
nees burst in on an exe
cutive meeting and oc
cupied the office until the 
union agreed to call a 
meeting. 

Despite our petition, the 
union accused us of col
lecting bogus names and 
creating a song and 
dance about nothing. 
Finally they agreed to 
hold a meeting. I know 
that if the issues are exp
lained clearly to students 
there, they will parti
cipate in the campaign. 

All the unions in the 
college have pledged 
some sort of action in 
support of the health 
workers' strike. Our La
bour Club is making links 
with all these unions to 
ensure there is joint ac
tion from the students on 
.the day. 

By Kalvinder Heer 
Fels member at Coven

try College 
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Marxist 
Weekend 
School 
SOCIALISTS HA VE to under
stand what is going on in the 
economy and society. At Labour's 
recent conference, while right 
wingers called for "a wider share 
owning democracy", Militant sup
porters were warning of the crash 
which occurred three weeks 
later. 

An article in Militant Interna
tional Review pointed out that "all 
the factors that made (for the 
crash oO 1929, exist at the present 
time". 

'Man controller of the Universe', Rivera's repainted version of 'Man at the Crossroads' in which he depicted Rockefeller whooping it up at a nightclub, and 
Trotsky and Marx calling on workers to join the fight for socialism. 

The Militant Marxist Weekend 
School at the end of the month will 
take up many vital issues facing 
workers. 

Courses will discuss the 
struggles in South Africa, and the 
economy after the crash in Oc
tober. Peter Taaffe will speak at 
the session on Marxism and the 
state and Alan Woods on the hi
st-Ory of Bolshevism. Ted Grant 
will speak on Saturday night on a '1 , rvist view of society. 

Sunday afternoon, Monty 
,;,>ill!· t• ·~e , writer for Marxism 
: •. r, 1,r, will debate with Lynn 
\Y · -. 1~ t from Militant on the Gor
bachev reforms. Be there. 

·Militant Marxist 
Weekend 

School 
London 27 - 29 

November, University of 
London Union, Malet 
Street, London WCl 

Featuring 

The Crash of '87 -
A new world 
recession? 

Friday 27th 7 .30pm 
Speaker: Tony Saunois 

Book now 
Disco/Bar Professi onal creche 
£9/£7 unwaged . Book now. 

Name .. ...... ........ ................. ......... .. 

Address .. ............ .... ................... . .. 

Creche: No. of children .. .... Ages ... 
Do you need accommodation? 
Friday Saturday 

Please make cheques payable 
to MWES and return to MWES 
~13 Hepscott Road London E9 
5HB 

Diego Rivera 
The art of revolution 

all Street banquet:Rivera's view 

Diego Rivera: a retrospective is on 
view at the Hayward Gallery in Lon
don's South Bank centre (near Water
loo station) until 10 January 1988. 
Admission £3 but £1.50 all day on 
Monday and between 6 and 8pm on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. School 
students, students, OAPs and 
u_nemployed get in for £1.50 at ariy 
time. 

DIEGO RIVERA was 
Latin America's most 
outstanding artist this 
century. He was also a 
revolutionary . 

In 1933. the American 
radio com pan y RCA built a 
new headquarters in New 
York. The company's ow
ners. the fab ulously wealthy 
Rockefeller fam il y. fanc ied 
themselves as patrons of the 
arts. 

Rivera was commissioned 
to paint a mural in the build
ing. He painted the magnifi
ce nt " f\.fan at the cross
roads ..... , which brilliantly 
summ ed up the decisive 
choice before humani ty in 
the twentieth ce ntu ry; capi
talist barbarism or social
ism. 

Rivera's mural left no 
doubt that he believed 
workers should follow the 
example of the Russian revo
lution ; he included Lenin's 
portrait in the picture . 

T he appea rance of th e 
great Marxist on th e wall s of 
this expensive shrine gave 
the Rockefeller family apop
lexy . Nelson D. himself de
manded that Lenin 's fea
tures be painted o ut. When 
Rivera r.efused. he was paid 
off and the project cancelled. 
The n th e millionaire art
lovers had the mural des
troyed. 

Fortunately , not all Rive
ra 's work was obliterated by 
capitalist vandals. At the 
moment there is an exhibi
tio n of his work at the Hay-

ward Gall e ry in London . 
The re are many beautiful 
paint in gs a nd drawings the
re. and several life-size pho
tographi c reconstructions of 
some of the murals that he is 
best known for. 

But the show does not give 
a true im pression of Rivera 
the revolutionary art ist and 
he may be being sanitised for 
consumpt ion by th e weal
thi.;;r art connoisseurs. 

Inspired by revolutions in 
Russia and his native Me
xico. he tri ed to de velop a 
public art. which would be 
access ible to workers and 
peasants and which wou ld 
express revolutionary idea ls. 

Conflict 
He a nd other Mexican 

painter~ founded a school of 
mur<il painting. They we re 
fortu nate enough to fin d a 
temporary pat~on in the 
Mc>.ica n gove rnm ents of th e 
1920s and 30s. 

Rivera followed a n e rratic 
politica l course. He joined 
the Communist Party. but 
was expelled in 1929 , afte r a 
conflict with the Stalinist lea
dership. Later he joined 
Trotsky's Fourth Interna
tional. 

When Trotsky found Me
xico was the only country in 
the world that would give 
him political asylum , he 
moved in wi th Ri vera an d hi s 
wife. The art ist. a long with 
the writer Andre Breton. put 
his name to a manifesto writ
te n by Trotsky. 

ART REVIEW 

But in 1939 , he split with 
Trotsky. without clearly 
explaining why. He later re
joined the CP. 

While Rivera opposed 
them. the Stalinists did eve
rything they could to ruin his 
a rtisti c career. Partv ma
gazines carried d(a tribes 
agai nst him by his forme r 
collaborators. like the fana 
tica l Stalinist . Siquieros. who 
organi sed an unsuccessful at
te mpt on Trotsk y"s life in 
1940. In th e USA, these 
·Lcninists ' refused to defe nd 
him from Rockefe ll er's cen
sorshi p. 

During the years of his 
closest assoc iation wi th 
Trotskv. Rivera rece ived no 
commissions for public 
works in Mexico . 

Despite his tre mendous 
talent . this soc ialist a rtist was 
un able to esc;1pe the vendet
ta' of the Stali ni st ga ngste rs. 
or the fact that mill io nai res 
own a nd co ntrol culture in 
capit a list society. 

So it is particula rl y ironica l 
that this exhibition is spo n
sored by Ford. who spent the 
I 930s fighting bitte r batt les 
with its own work force . cul 
minating in the massacre of 
workersat Dearborn. U SA. 

Wh at a tragedy that these 
multinational plunde rers can 
st ill use Rivera 's work as 
' public relat io ns' to conceal 
their mo ney-grubbing exp
lo itation of workers a ll over 
the world' 

By Tony Cross 

~ 1nrm•naa11:1 Join the best sellers 
A safe investment 

"THE MARKET collapse saw two 
new city share issues withdrawn 
and the only one which went ahead 
was on behalf of a crowd control 
crush barrier maker." reported the 
Guardian after one of the City's · 
panic selling days. 

They didn't need the crowd con
trol for the BP share flotation but 
obviously the City has every faith 
that such an item would be needed 
against the labour movement, even 
if recession spoils the market for 
anything socially useful. 

Presumably if you want to make 
a few bob and prop up capitalism, 
you should be investing in rubber 
bullets, tear gas and anti riot equip
ment. 

Mere cash 
IF YOU were perplexed by the Daily 
Mail headline "We're in the 
money" on 4 November, you 
should : .::ive gone Christmas 
shopping with Mrs Thatcher that 
very morning. She went through 
Marks and Spencer's new up
market Marble Arch store like a 
dose of salts, buying up £619 worth 
of presents. 

She justified buying a cashmere 
jumper at £100 rather than a £29 
lambswool version. "As you get 
older you need your comforts-the 
comfort of cashmere." Any old age 
pensioners who ask their local 
DHSS for a special cashmere bonus 
to ward off hypothermia this 
winter may find things a bit diffe
rent. 

WE HAVE three winners of 
our sales drive competl· 
tlon. Sellers in Harlow win 
the award for best sales in 
one town by selling 17 4% 
of their target. Harlow 
sellers have always been 
very keen so it was no 
mean achievement to im· 
prove so much. 

Feature 
The best Improvement In 

any area was achieved by 
supporters in Stirling whe· 
re sales Increased 63%. 
The best region for sales 
was Humberside. Specially 
engraved trophies will be · 
presented to the leading 
sellers In these three 
areas. 

Well done, all partlcl-

pants In our sales drive. 
The competition aimed to 
show our supporters what 
they could achieve with ef
fort, and should produce a 
continuing Improvement in 
sales. 

Militant supporters In 
Peckham used the small 
feature In last week's 
paper, targetting a new 
area of each estate every 
evening. Over 120 papers 
were sold in just four even
ings; and 50 on a Saturday 
street sale. By Monday 
evening the total had 
reached 235. If this 
example were followed 
throughout the country, 
sales would go through the 
roof. 

Young supporters out
side MacDonalds In Put-

ney, campaigning against 
low pay sold 22 Militants. 
Saturday sales in Gate
shead trebled. 

During the sales compe
tition supporters started a 
dinner time sale at Strat
ford shopping precinct ·1n 
east London; this is now a 
weekly event. Keep It up 
comrades. 

Appeal 
We make a special ap

peal to new readers to help 
in our continuing sales dr
ive. Please write to the 
circulation department, we 
can arrange regular deliv
ery of bulk orders or put 
you in touch with local 
sellers. 

r-
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Sickness in the NHS Don't let 
them get 
away 
with 
murder 

SURGEONS AT Bart 's Hospital 
in London now get every fifth 
week off. They don't want to. but 
the hospital 's operating theatres 
are closed o ne week in fi ve to cut 
costs. The waiti ng lists in the 
hospital are getting longer. 

Tory cuts bite deep 
Bart's is one of the best known 

hospita ls in E urope. So is the 
Great Ormond Street Hospital 
fo r sick children wh ich has had to 
advertise to find money for 
rebuilding its cramped , out of 
date build ing. 

A third famo us hospita l, St 
Thomas's, across the Thames 
from the House of Commons. 
faces the breakdown of its patho
logy departme nt because staff 
who are leav ing are not being 
replaced. The unit deals with 

cervical smears, checks blood for 
A ids and rubella a nd cross 
matches blood for o perations . 

St T homas's is also losing 140 
beds . Consultants have voted to 
take a pay cut to save 28 of these 
beds . But local action groups say 
this is a dangerous precede nt ; 
they would rather sec profes
sio nal staff getting in volved in the 
fi ght for more reso urces . 

If these prestige hospita ls arc 

Conveyor belt 
in the hospitals 

THE TORTES have a novel way 
of shorten ing hospital waiting 
lists -conveyor be lt treatme nt. 
Patients are sent hom e too soon , 
to fit the next consignment in. 

At times, o nly one bed is ava il
able for two patients , and nurses 
are running round in circles . try
ing to sort o ut the 'who 's sleeping 
in my bed' problem. 

New batch 
Du ri ng a recent stay in 

hospita l, anoth er patient and my
self were asked to leave o ur beds 
and pack our belongings into bin 
bags as a new batch of patie nts 
had arrived. A very apologetic 
nurse showed us into a small rest 
room , shared by male surgical 
and female gynaecologica l 
patients . 

My husband bought outdoor 
clothes in for me two hours late r 
a nd I cha nged in the bathroom. A 
nurse to ld me that they had been 
instructed to bring down the wai t
ing li st , so patie nts had to be out 
as soon as possible . A couple of 

hours la ter an overworked junior 
doctor discharged me. A good 
job, r had no bed. 

I had a family to look after me 
whe n I went home. What about 
those who don 't? The Social Ser
vices department in East Sussex 
arc cutting home he lp provision , 
so peo ple a rc se nt ho me too early 
with inadequate or no n existe nt 
follow-up care. 

The govern ment are cutting the 
NHS budget to a tota ll y unaccept
able level while increasing the 
workload of each health worker. 
They are pushi ng people who 
can't afford such costs o n to 
private health schemes . People 
are even taking out loans fo r 
treatment. 

The govern me nt won't be satis
fied until the health se rvice is a 
thing of the past ; but we won 't be 
satisfied until this govern ment is a 
thing of the pastl 

By Jackie Robson 
Brighton Labour cou ncillor, 

(personal capacity) 

Militant fights for: 
-tr Workers' democratic control and management of the 
NHS. 
-tr Nationalisat ion of the pharmaceutical and equipment 
supply industries under democratic workers' control 
and management. 
-tr Abolition of all profiteering through privat e health 
care. 
-tr A huge injection of funds into the NHS to restore the 
cuts and allow improvements to be planned. 
-tr A statutory minimum wage of £125 per week for the 
lowest paid health worker linked to a 35 hour week. 

I Area 

1 London 
2 South East 
3 East Midlands 
4 Eastern 
5 Scotland East 
6 Wales 
7 Scotland West 
8 Southern 
9 South West 

10 West Midlands 
11 Northern 
12 Manchester/Lanes 
13 Yorkshire 
14 Merseyside 
15 National 

jrotal 

Received 

6745 
1381 
1738 
1515 
1324 
2188 
1299 
11 10 
509 
1273 
1138 
911 
1969 
1526 
6413 

% of target achieved 

suffering , what is happening in 
the rest of the health service, 
away from the spotlight? 

spendi ng cuts. 
The 30 London districts have 

all overspe nt and face cuts like 
ward closures. Waltham Fo rest 
has a projected £1 .3 mill ion over
spend , th is is far from the biggest 
in London. _This has already 
meant large losses of beds, there 
are no empty beds or theatre 
sessions avai lable. They say that a 
bout of winter ' flu would ·'knock 
them sideways." 

TEESSIDE NEEDS an expanding 
health service. The area's high 
unemployment puts enormous 
stress on people's health. 

Currie's sauce 
Edwina Currie told the Royal 

College of Nursing confere nce 
that hospitals should not treat too 
many patients now in case they 
ran o ut of money this winter. 
That is the consequence of NHS 

And the area still has a complex 
of chemical industries which have 
a history of accidents, and also 
contribute to long term respira
tory, heart , liver and skin pro
blems. 

But Teesside is only getting 
cutbacks as Andy Walker from 
Middlesbrough reports. 
SOUTH TEES Health authority 
has just cut£ l .35 mill io n from its 
health se rvice budget. 

The biggest cut of all is the 
" temporary" clo;;u rc (for 18 
months) of the Carter Bequest 
hospital in Middlesbrough which 
cares for termina lly ill patients. 
The balance sheet mentality of 
the Tories tells them closure 
would save £400 ,000 over two 
years . 

The unions and nursing staff 
are angry and jo ined a lobby of 
the health autho rity meeting 
which d iscussed the proposed cuts 
on 3 November. The closu re was 
approved, despite a call fro m a 
left wi nger on the health author
ity to stop the cuts and start 
campaigning with the un io ns for 
more resources. 

Opposition 
Other cuts were forced through 

as well. £267 .000 was knocked off 
the d istrict services budget by no 
tra ining of pupil nurses a nd 
£36 ,000 was cut from the am bu
lance service . 

£78 ,000 went from mental 
health care and £214 ,000 over two 
yea rs from community care . Half 
a million has been robbed from 
Middlesbrough General Hospi
ta l's_ budget over two years. 

A recent report shows that 
some doctors in the north east 
already work a 136 hour week 
due to staff shortages and cuts . 
Ma ny areas of Teesside have no 
doctor 's su rgeries within reason
able travell ing distance. 

People are not taking these cuts 
and closures lying down. In two 
hours at the weekend , over 1000 
people signed a petition opposing 
Carte r Bequest's closure. 

NHS workers and-local people fought for months at Ancoats Hospital, 
Manchester, including an occupation and saved a casualty unit from 
closure. 

Even the local Tory rag has to 
admit: " Mrs T hatcher's claim that 
the health service is in good hands 
is patently untrue''. We need a 
campaign to stop the Tories gett
ing away with murder of the 
NH S. 
Coventry strike to save NHS
see page 15 

Target I 
9400 
2250 
3250 
3050 
2800 
4850 
3500 
3100 
1900 
4850 
4600 
4050 
8450 
7500 
6950 

I 70,000 

THE FIGHTING Fund 
Quarter has finished with a 
bang. Activity all over the 
country has raised £7 ,200 
In the last week, with 
money stlll flooding In. 

Another £9,000 Is on Its 
way In cash and pledges 
from the Russian Revolu
tion Rallles Including a 
magnificent £5, 754 col
lected at the Liverpool 
Rally. and £1,157 from 
Nottingham, with a tre
mendous £400 donation 
from John Merrill. 

Every means was used to 
raise cash. Paul Cadman 
from Brighton sold his golf 
clubs for £100. A local 
raffle In Glasgow raised 
.£38 and .£30 was rushed 
In from a car boot sale In 
Dorset. Almost .£40 was 
collected from eleven 
readers In Leicester whlle 

Nottingham readers raised 
another £10 with a Chi
nese meal. 

Fundralslng was easy on 
the Peckham estates last 
week. A young black lad 
bought a paper, then 
poured a massive Jar full of 
money Into the seller's col
lecting tin, because "Mili
tant Is against the 
Tories". 

Now we need urgent sup
port from every reader for 
our NEW FIGHTING FUND 
APPEAL. Follow the 
example of a new reader In 
Lancaster who donated 
£50 and make your dona
tion to Militant today. 

We need to raise 
£50,000 by 5 January, Just 
eight weeks away. We can 
meet this challenge If all 
cash raising opportunities 
are taken. 

Supporters In Hlllhead 
and Maryhlll organised a 
Jumble sale and raised 
£117. You could do the 
same, with Christmas and 
New Year approaching. Ev
ery area can organise dis
cos and parties 'to raise 
the roof for Mllltant'I 

Plan for bumper 
workplace collections, and 
get out onto the streets 
with tins and stickers to 
raise money. 

Special thanks to all 
readers who responded 
with donations for the end 
of the quarter. They In
clude £70 from Roy Wem
borne. Trevor Grewar In 
Hull sent his £58.86 AEU 
branch commission. John 
Flynn sent £50 and Ron 
Phipps .£40 both from 
Tyneside, and Mrs S Alrey 
from llford sent £10. 
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MANY WORKING class people, the delegates to this 
week's annual Labour Party Womens' Conference and 
other socialists will have asked themselves in the last few 
months the same questions raised in the letter from a reader 
in Southampton (right). 

Many parents , a t th ei r wits · e nd 
with ot he r problems . faced with a 
crying child. wi ll have felt an urge 
to slap it. Physica l ab use is und er
stood by many as a respo nse to 
pressure from Ji,in g co nditions 
a nd circumstances . 

Obviously impro\·e ments in for 
example. housin g. childcare. 
financial security. possibl e o n the 
basis of a sociali st societ \'. wo ul d 
lead to a reduction in ·physica l 
abuse . 

Class Issue 
H owever. th e sexual abuse o f 

children is seen as be ing of a 
diffe re nt order. Ph vsical ~abuse 
see ms more spo nt a neo us \\·hereas 
sexual abuse rs ofte n ha\·e to see k 
out opportunities. 

In addition. sexual abuse is 
often carried out by people who 
are affluent ; it certai nl y isn't con
fined to the working ·class. Is it 
therefore nothing to do with ma
teria l conditions, not a cl ass issue 
but related to 'human nature ' ? 

Certainly that's th e impression 
that th e capita li st press has been 
trying to give in relation to both 
physical a nd sexual abuse. 
Murders of young children by 
th eir parents a nd the current in
quiry into th e Clevela nd cases of 
a lleged sexua l abuse have been 
used to be littl e the \\Ork of social 
workers a nd hea lth work e rs 
struggling to get to gr ips \\ith thi s 
very co mpl ex area of \\'Ork 
again st a background of lack of 
r~sources and ~med i a h\'stc ria. 

Press and media propaganda 
has been used on th e o ne side to 
attack parents . to a ttack care 
workers whe n they step in and 
th e n . on th e o th e r hand. say that 
the family. crumbling unde r pres
sure from the capitalist cri sis . 
must .. pull itse lf toget he r ... 

By Margaret Creear 

shoulde r it s own respo nsibiliti es 
and deal \\ith its own problems . 
wit hout rnte rfcri ng o utside rs. 

All th ese cases ha\·e been used 
to \\·h ip up a reactionary a tmos
phere where socia l proble ms arc 
see n as th e failure of the indi
vidual ra ther th an th e product of 
the s\·stem. 

Th(s approac h was lowered to 
an all time depth by Th e Mail 
d urin g th e court case following 
the death of Kimberl ey Cla rk. 
The\· decla red: .. Ki~berl cv·s 
suffe ring had its roots in tier 
moth e r·s wea k perso nality and 
un e rring in stinct for picking th e 
wrong man ... The mothe r appa
re ntl y~ couldn 't " face life a lone ... 

Thi s criticism is the he ight of 
hypocr isy from hacks wh~o fill 
the ir papers with pi ctures a nd 
reports whi ch depict wo me n as 
mater ial !\ and e mo tional I\· 
depe ndent o n me n. · 

Kimberle y's mothe r had been 
syste maticail y brutali sed by Kim
berley ·s nat ural father who hospi
tal ised her for 10 days with a 
broke n jaw. · 

Powerless 
She had left him to go into a 

battered\\ iws· refuge a~d volun
tarily put her chi ldre n into care 
\\·hil st she sorted he rse lf o ut. onlv 
to find herse lf aga in dcpenden.t 
on a man who bea t both he r and 
he r daughte r. 

Whilst socia li sts fee l revulsion 
at the actions of th e mother a nd 
fa ther. our respo nsib ility is to 
understa nd why such things hap
pen and how they ca n be pre 
ve nted. 

The co mm e nts of socia l 
workers a nd others working with 

the pare nts of ab used children 
testifv to th e ir crushin g demorali
satioi1. ..Many abusi~·c parents 
have low se lf-estee m and a re iso
lated with acute fee lings of 
powe rl essness.· · ~ 

.. Clie nts will put up \\ ith situa
tions that a re blatant!\' des truct
ive to the m because . wliate \·e r the 
current ev ide nce to th e co ntrar\'. 
the y do no t fee l that any effort on 
th e ir pa rt will secure adequa te 
changes ... or the necessary he lp". 

The re a re manv factors which 
might lead to abuse. Mate ria l 
conditions are amongst th em . ye t 
other parents in simil a r cir
cumstances to abusive parents 
will struggl e to care for their 
chi ldre n a nd no t ab use th e m . 

Many parents who abuse th e ir 
own children were ab used th e m
se lves. Othe rs will tr\· to brea k 
out of the Lycle.. ·there·s no 
single cause and no autom at ic 
transmissions o f ab use from one 
generation to the next. _,. 

There is a high le \ e l o f o f
fi c ia ll\' sa ncti o ned \·iol e nce and 
ca ll o usness. bo th in Britain and 
inte rn a tion all\. \\·hi ch in e \ itabl\ 
has a n effect o n some indi
vidu als . 

It 's quite wrong to imagine , as 
was oft e n th e impressio n a t the 
di scussion at Labour Pa rt v confe 
re nce . that thi s issue is o ne wh e re 
.. people of good will .. ca n get 
toge ther and co me up with good 
ideas without getting caught up in 
th e difficulties of the class 
struggle. 

Economic Problems 
Ce rtain I\' critici sm o f the Tories 

was thin o n th e groun d in the 
debate. Ye t man~:- reports haw 
linked physical a buse of children 
to unemp loy ment. 

Without a struggl e against 
unemploy me nt. to ta lk about 
reducing chil d a buse is \\·is hful 
thinking. 

Simi lar!\'. the Labour co un ci ls 
who ca rry o ut Ton· cuts rather 
th a n fight against the m a rc co nt ri 
butin g ~to the exacerba ti on of t he 
prob le m. Housi ng. temporan re
fuges. expa nding soc ial sen ices . 
hom e he lps . in creasin g the 
numbe r of familv cen tres \\' h ich 
try to he lp \\·hole fam ili es to
get her are vit a l for tack ling child 
abuse' ~ 

The Tories· reduct ions in bene
fits \\'oulc! cause e normous pro
blems whe n an abuser is removed 
from th e fa mil). plun gi ng it 
further into poverty and adding 
to th e fee lings of gu ilt a ch il d 

might fee l \\ he n repo rtin g ab use . 
Benefits must cm·er the cost o f 
chi ld reari ng and be in line \1 ith a 
minimum wage . 

The q u a lit~; of ca re is a lso 
impo rtant and especially th e 
poss ibility of es tabli shing a good 
re la ti o nship O\·e r a period of t ime 
\\ ith o th e r ad ults . The situati o n in 
Cle\'e la nd \I as ob\' iousl\' in ade
quate \\here children we.re tak e n 
into a hospital ward and o ther 
sick childre n had to be remo\·cd 
to mak e \\-a \· fo r chil dren su
spected of be ing a bused. 

Whilst socialists 
feel revulsion ..... .. 
our responsibility 
is to understand 
why such things 
happen and how 
they can be pre
vented. 

Many more soc ial worke rs 
should be recruited giving a much 
smaller case load. Be tte r pay and 
conditions and more trainin g a re 
necessa ry and an e ncourage me nt 
fo r eve ryo ne conce rned with child 
abuse to work together so th at 
resources and skills can be 
poo l ~d and mistakes reduced. 

The increased willingness of 
adu lts a nd chi ldren to re po rt 
abuse has no t bee n matched b\' 
extra resources . in fact th ey've 
been cut. Thi s has caused a cri sis 
in severa l areas. Fo r exampl e . 
Leeds has experie nced a six-fold 
in crease in se xual abuse cases 
si nce 198.+. 

They had bee n forced to ta ke 
reso urces from paediatric services 
to th e physicall y an d mentall y 
handicapped children to deal \1it h 
abuse cases. They est imated the\· 
neeeded an ex tra £2 mill ion to 
run both se r\' ices in Leeds alone . 
Thatcher's reply was th a t al 
th ough she shared .. a deep abhor
rence of chi ld ab use .. gove rnm ent 
fu nd ing wasn ·r the a nswer. 

But~\ ould thi s ha ve any effect 
on sex ual abuse of chilc!ren 'l Will 
it be something we st ill ha\'e to 
contend wi th~ Ill a social ist 
socie tv'l 

Sexual abuse of child ren is not 
an ac t done for se xual sat isfac 
t ion. It is simi lar to rape which 
a lth o ugh it takes a sex ual fo rm is 
an act of vio le 11 ce . an expression 

of the domination of one pe rso n 
over anoth er. 

Sexual ab use is not ra ndom. it's 
ti ed in with particul a r relation
ships. It' s done by people in a 
position of power and auth o rity 
over the ir victim. who is a lso in a 
position of putting a ce rta in 
a mount of trust in th e ad ult con
ce rn ed. 

Over 90 pe r ce nt o f cases occur 
within the famil y situa ti o n . The 
most common is be twee n father 
o r stepfathe r and daughte r. But 
th ere are a lso cases of wom en 
abusing the ir chi ldren and a grow
in g number of males a re coming 
fo~ward who are being or were 
sex ually ab used as children. 

Children's Rights 
One of th e proble ms of detect

ing child abuse is th a t beca use it 
takes pl ace within the family. it 
ca n appea r to th e child to be part 
of fa mil y life but also th e child 
may fe a r di sruptin g th e fa mil y. 

The co urse for chi ldren be in g 
pionee red at Croxteth Commun
ity school teaches children to be 
assertive ie th ey have rights. 
especi a ll y to decide what is done 
to them physica ll y. 

Undoubtedl y thi s is use ful 
work but it run s counter to a ll the 
conditioning of children in socie tv 
as a group~ without rights under 
th e authority of adults with the 
possible use of coe rcion a nd 
puni shme nt. The need to obe y 
authority is drilled into chi ldren 
at every turn jn capitalist society. 

This syste m of domination of 
o ne group O\·cr ano th er. backed 
up hy physica l coe rcio n where 
necessa rv. is the fundamental 
relations-hip in capitalist society. 
based as it is o n the domination 
a nd exploitat io n of one class b\' 
a nother . -

It isn ·t howe\·e r the ·na tura l 
order of things·. Enge ls describes 
in The Fami(1·. Pri:;ale Properry 
and 1he S1a1e th e deve lopme nt of 
such relatio nsh ips in the se r\'ice 
of a part icu la r economic system 
based on pri\'ate property: The 
basis in earlier societi es was 
mutual help and co-opera ti o n . 

The re have always been pe r
so nal relat io nshi ps. taking diffe
re nt fo rms at different times and 
level s of deve lopment . People 
st ill atte mpt to es tablish harmo
ni ous rela ti ons hi ps or at least 
hope fo r them e\'e n under ve ry 
unpromisrng circu mstances. 

It was on!\' th e syste m of pri
vate prope rty and in the modern 
context th a t means capitalism 

,-



agitational pamphlet by the 

wh ich distorted and moulded pe r
sonal li ve s so that they no longer 
simply cate red for people ·s needs 
but a lso served an economic 
svste m . 
· This me ant the economic 

de pende nce of women on me n 
a nd the economic dependence of 
children o n both. Me n in particu
la r we re abl e to exercise powe r 
a nd authoritv in th e fa mil v. Thi s 
pl aced enormous burdens on indi
vidual fa mili es and introduced 
conflicts which Marx explained 
.. a re not ge ne rated by the family. 
but by the society and the n 
borne into the family ." 

In th a t se nse. a lthough sex ual 
abuse takes place across th e 
classes and no t just in th e working 
class . it is no ne th e less a product 
of cl ass socie tv a nd on lv with the 
e nding o f cl ass soci e ty wi ll the 
ground fin a ll y be clea red to e li
min a te it. 

Thi s is no t just a qu esti o n o f 
impro\· ing mate ri a l co nditi o ns but 
a lso dea lin g with the psycholo
gical dam age of capita list 
soci e tv. 

Wc .. fi ght for socia lism because 
it will pr~ov:de th e m ate ri a l condi 
t io ns to re lease \•;ome n and ch il
dre n from eco nomi c de pe nde nce 
and rai se the burde ns fro m the 
sho ulders of ind i\·id uals by de\·e
lop ing co mmu ni ty services . 

But social ism will a lso . for the 
fi rst tim e sin ce the advent of 
pri\·ate property. replace im posed 
aut horitY and pO\\ er with real 
democracy . resto ring to wor king 
class peop le the con t~o ! 0\ er thei~ 
own Ii Yes and t he socie ty the\ ·ve 
built. · · 

R ather than being conditioned 
to dominat e and 2o mpete with 
ot hers . people will der ive the ir 
se lf respect from th e posi ti \·e con 
t ri bution the\' wi ll be able to 
make through co-ope rati on to 
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S ntenced for 
being a vi tim 

IN 1980 I was taken into care, sentenced to nine years 
inside for doing nothing. I was nine years old and had 
been diagnosed as having venereal disease. 

The social workers took out a 'place of safety' order 
and sent me to an Assessment Centre. After four weeks 
in custody the case was taken to court. 

The doctor's report was read out and the verdict was 
that my parents were to walk free and I was put on a 
Care Order for nine years. My mother had been up in 
court a number of times for soliciting and my father 
had been up for child-molesting. 

Eventually I told a care worker that I'd been sexually 
abused by my father, and was told: "That is a very bad 
accusation to make, do you realise that your dad could 
go to prison for that, and he comes up to see you ." 

After I'd been at the centre for three months (with 
my father and mother visiting me, my father was still 
allowed to take me out. This gave him the chance to 
abuse me further) I was moved to a fostering unit. 

My mother and father stopped coming t o see me but 
my grandparents were allowed to. I went to them for 
the weekends and w as abused by my grandfather. Al
though I knew it was wrong I couldn't say anything 
because my grandparents were the only stable thing in 
my life. 

M y social worker kept changing and there was always 
a new member of staff on duty. In 1982 I plucked up 
the courage to tell again . I was asked "How far did he 
go?" Obviously I was ext remely embarrassed so I didn't 
say anything again. 

After four years of watching people come to the unit 
and leave, they finally found foster parents for me. I 
still visited my grandparents and was still being abused. 
I was fourteen then and had been abused since I was 
·four. 

Finally I told my foster parents about my grandfather 
and they called me a liar. I was returned to the 'in-care' 
system still unable to talk about my experiences. One 
day I cracked up and told all, about my father, my 
mother and my grandfather. The social worker and care 
staff just didn't know how to cope and I found myself 
carted off to see a 'shrink ' who treated me like a 
moron. I refused to return. 

The problem with the care system for me was the 
lack of understanding and that there was no stable per
son there all the time. I'm 16 now and can talk about 
my past because of me, not because of the system. I've 
been in four different 'in-care' situations, had six social 
workers and I've still got another two years left of my 
sentence-for being a victim. 

I joined the Labour Party Young Social ists because I 
needed other people who felt the same way as I did 
about the system, want to change it and make it a 
safer and fairer place for the victims of abuse. 

takin g socie ty forward. 
Nalgo parents demonstrat e against t axat ion on st aff nurseries. Lack of proper childcare facilities puts added pressure on parents. 

l 
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j Philippines 

Aquino gets 'tough' with 
ON 21 October Manila was the only city in the world 
where share prices temporarily rose. 

The previous day President 
Cory Aquino had addressed an 
important meeting of capitalists 
where she gave a virtuoso perfor
mance of shallow rh eto ric about 
"democracy" and bravado 
against various absent enemies . 

She reassured the audience of 
her passionate commitment to 
privatisation. and to prove how 
'decisive' she could be , made 
reckless. on-the-spot 'decrees' 
which she impl ied would solve all 
their problems, from power cuts 
to potholes in the roads. 

As a final. glorious prize (to a 
crescendo of cheers) she under
took to .. dismantle all ill ega l 
blockades·· at factory gates. Wi
thin hours. of her speech police 
stormed e leve n picket lines in 
Metro Manila. brutally tearing 
down the workers' shelters. 

The homes of "squatters" in 
some of the shantytowns have 
a lso been destroyed by police. 

Proposa ls were leaked at the 
same time to impose a five-year 
"moratorium" on strikes. Cory is 
thus proving how " tough .. she can 
be with workers and th e poor, in 
contrast to her cowardice in dea
ling with mutinous colonels and 
foreign credito rs. 

The capitalists a re solidly on 
the side of Cory and her mons
trously corrupt " democracy". 
'"Democracy" is good for busi
ness: for a id . loans , investme nt , 
and interna ti ona l prestige. 

But their own state mac hine is 
disaffected and mutinous. The 
officers bristle aga inst the very 
existence of this government , 
brought to power by the ge neral 
strikes and huge street demons
trations of 1983-86. led by th e 
widow of one of their victims. 
which paid lip service to 
"people's power" and for med a 
kind of living reproach to the m
se lves. 

Only 3,000 people 
turned up at a 
rally organised by 
Cory's supporters 
after the August 
coup, compared 
to the millions in 
February 1986. 

They resent the loss of th e ir 
status and privi leges si nce th e end 
of martial law. At the same time 
they base themselves on the gen
uine grievances of the soldie rs, 
outrageously exploited, under
paid and used as cannon-fodder 
in an unwinnable war agai nst the 
peasant guerrillas of the New 
People's Army . 

The capitalists have to appease 
the officers and if possible reach a 
compromise. rn the last analysis, 
however , governments are more 
expendable than the "armed bod
ies of men" on whi ch they de
pend. 

US imperialism is opposed to 
anything which could destabi lise 
the situation. It stands four
squa re behind Cory . A military 
dictatorship would only polarise 
society further , and push even 
bigger numbers into the arms of 
the NPA. 

This would accelerate the war , 
which could only end in the col
lapse of the capitalist-landlord 
state, the loss of their st rategic 
bases in a crucial region , and a 
defeat th at could have worldwide 
repercussions. 

Above all, US imperialism is 
alarmed at anything which would 

From our correspondent in 
Manila 

discredit 'democracy' in this re
gio n, with the implications it 
would have for the un fo lding rev
olution in South Korea and else
where. 

Nevertheless, there is no 1· no 
doubt that a lunatic fringe of the 
US state machine is collaborati ng 
with the extreme right-wing op
position in the Filipino armed 
forces. Colonel Honasan. leader 
of the August coup attempt. has 
been spotted shopping for milit
ary hardware in San Diego naval 
base in the USA. hav ing presu
ma bly been 11·hisked there from 
Clark air force base in the Philip
pines where he fou nd refuge after 
the coup. 

Bizarre stunts 
rt is now a lso known th at a 

Lieutenant-Colo nel Raphael. de
puty defence attachc at the US 
embassy. personally atte mpted 
during the coup to incite com
manders of government forces to 
disobey their orde rs to storm the 
rebels· position. 

Honasa n and Co. have teamed 
up with supporters of ex-dictator 
Marcos, and arc working together 
with right-wing caucuses in the 
USA. These include at least one 
factio n in the CIA (Colonel 
Lansdale) , retired Ge nera ls Stil l
well and Sing lau b (head of the 
World Anti -Communist League, 
!"ho was a key figure in 
supplying covert aid to th e Con
tras in Nicaragua) , and unofficial 
but powerful reactionary outfits 
like the Moonies. 

The rebel colonels arc staging 
frequent and bizarre stunts. such 
as visi ting Camp Agu inaldo and 
distributing badges for their sup
porters. 

Numero us conspiracies have 
been uncovered. There has been 
no let-up by the organised death 
squads . who were responsible for 
the murder of left leaders such as 
O lalia and Lean Alejandro (sec 
box). and dozens of left can
didates and supporte rs during the 
congressional elections in May. 

Cory has now yielded to all the 
ultimata of the Right. and as a 
result the immedi ate prospect of a 
coup seems to have receded . A 
bill to raise soldiers' pay has been 
rushed through Congress (though 
a private st ill gets onl y 1.000 
pesos per month , or less than £ l 
per day). 

She has toured se lected milit
ary camps to rally the s9ldiers 
(though th ey were unannounced 
visits, and the soldiers were pru
dently disarmed beforehand). 

She has even add ressee! a gath
ering of the most no torious of the 
vigilante murder gangs, the Alsa 
Masa of Davao , pledging he r full 
support and praising them fo r 
"setting an example" (whi le add
ing a feeb le appeal to them to 
"avoid abuses"). 

In fact, like all the vigilante 
gangs, their "example" consists 
of summary executi ons of "su
spected Communists" and other 
atrocities, committed under the 
protection of the local police and 
army. 

Significantly, only 3,000 people 
bothered to turn up at a rally 
organised by Cory's supporters 
following the August coup , com
pared to the mil lions (literally) 
who flocked to he r rall ies in 
February 1986. That is the mea
sure of disillusion with her record 
and growing indifference to the 
fate of her government. 

th, workers 
~ 

Cory Aquino and Vice president Laurel. 

If the Communist Party o f the 
Phi lippines (which leads the NPA 
and the rad ica l KMU trade union 
federation) were prepared to mo
bil ise the workers and peasa nts in 
defence of the limited democratic 
rights gained since February 
1986 , and warn of the te rribl e 
dangers of a new military dicta
to rship , the situati on would be 
verv different todav. 

But tragically , the CPP has 
once again (as in February 1986) 
declared itself 'neutral' in what it 
sees simply as a confl ict betwee n 
two of its enemies. From holding 
gross illusions in Aq uin o , they 
have recoiled to an ultra-left posi 
tion of cl aimi ng th at there is no 
difference between the present 
regime and the savage reaction 
represented by Honasan . 

The truth is , it finds " democra
cy" confusing , with all the de
mands it involves in terms of 
politics , pe rspectives, slogans, ar
guments, etc. Far better to get 
back to a straight gun war in the 
countryside' 

By default of the CPP , the 
masses have therefore become 
politically inert and indifferent to 
the outcome of the intrigues of 
the politicians and colonels. The 
differences of opinion between 
the incre_asingly arrogant officer 

caste and the nervous bourgeoi
sie, deferential to the military, 
are being settled in a social va
cuum. 

Over a pe ri od o f time the re
alit v of mass discontent. NPA 
victo ries in the countryside and 
strikes in th e cit ies, will erode the 
al ready fragile confidence of the 
capital ists and un dermi ne what is 
left of the authority of the gove rn
ment. 

Dirty game 
This will create irresistible 

pressures towards outright milit
ary dictatorshi p-either through 
an open co up (possibly by an 
alliance of Honasan 's ou tfit and 
pro-Marcos ' loyalists ') , or a state 
of emergency decla red by Cory , 
which wou ld leave the armed 
forces chief, General R amos. 
with effective power. 

Vice-President Laurel is play
ing a particularly di rty game. He 
has even encouraged a coup by 
publicly announcing that if Cory 
were overthrown by the military , 
he would consent to take over as 
President. 

It must be unprecedented for a 
serving Vice-President to openly 
incite a coup like this-normally it 
is called treason! 

THE THIRST for Marxism in 
the Philippines labour 
movement is reflected in 
this comment from a Ma
nila newspaper on the 
strike leader, Lean Alejan
dro, murdered by a right
wing death squad in Au
gust: 

"Lean was particularly 
fond of Trotsky, whose 
prolific and impressive 
writings attracted him and 
whose sense of history he 
strongly identified with. 
He rid iculed Stalin for his 
awful writing, his preten
sions at being a Marxist 
theoretician, his predilec
tion to rewrite history to 
suit his image, and the 
brutality (with) which he 
eliminated the majority of 
the Old Bolsheviks and in
stalled the Russian Ther
midor. We used to call him 
'Lean Trotsky' until he cau
tioned us that the label did 
not ingratiate him with the 
local Stalinists ... " 

Give n the fatal ultra-leftism of 
th e CPP, a gove rnm ent of the 
react io nary Enr il e (fo rmer 
defence min ister to Marcos. then 
to Aqui no), Laurel and all fac
tions of the officer caste, is even
tually likely to be insta lled
whethcr or not under the figure
head of Cory seems the most 
insignificant of details. 

But such a regime could not 
save the rule of capitalism and 
landlordism in the longer run . As 
already ex plained , it would dee
pen the divis ions in society and 
prepare the eve ntual victo ry of 
th e NPA. 

A regime based on the guerrilla 
forces, presiding over th e collapse 
of cap itali sm, would be driven to 
expropriate the capitali sts and 
landlords , but wo uld stamp on 
the workers· independent move
ment . Power would rest in the 
hands of a milita ry-bureaucratic 
dictatorship at the head of th e 
state-owned economy. 

Nowhere in the world is the 
need for Marx ist leadership more 
urgent than in th e Philippines at 
present , to mobilise th e power of 
the working class to topple their 
exploiters and open up the social
ist revolution in the East. 
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I Chinese Communist Party congress 

On the 
~pitalist 
road? 
LAST WEEK the Chinese Communist Party held its 13th 
Congress, the second in 20 years. 

As in th e Soviet Unio n and the othe r deformed workers' states , the 46 
mi ll ion member party is an undemocratic organ isation of the ruling bureau- Students demonstrating in Beijing. 
racy, not of class-conscious 
workers. 

But the congress was still sign i
ficant. Diffe rent groups in the 
bureaucracy have been waging an 
intense struggle . The congress 
mark ed a further consoli dation of 
the process of change in economic 
policy championed by Party 
leader. Deng Xiaoping. 

The Congress agreed to sublet 
land and small enterpri ses, thus 
allowing them to be run as small 
busi nesses. O ne delegate, Mrs 
G uan Guangmei , is already leas
ing e ight state shops and has an 
income of 20 times those of her 
1 ,000 workers. T he Party press 
praises he r init iati ve . 

Deng and some of the o ldest 
members of the Cent ral Commi t
tee retired from the Party leade r
sh ip. The new General Secretary 
is Zhao Ziya ng, sponso red by 
Deng. But Deng remai ns in the 
chair of the Central Militarv 
Commission , where he will tack le 
the hold of his opponents in the 
arm y. 

Trade 
The Congress. approved the 

direction of the !eadership
openi ng the country to trade with 
the capita li st world. e ncouraging 
small scale private ownersh ip. 
and weakening the power of Par
ty officials over technicians and 
facrorv man agers . 

This has been th e ir wav of 
trying to stop the economy being 
stifled bv mill io ns o f conservative 
Party b~rea u crats . Th is is the root 
of the power struggles wit hin the 
burea ucracy and the Party. 

T he most conservative sections 
are resisting the undermining of 
the ir right to contro lling posi 
tions. Deng has forced reforms 
thro ugh against their wishes , but 
he has also used them aga inst the 
so-ca ll ed 'bourgeois-libe rals' -
techn ocrats demanding more 
freedom for themselves - because 
he fea red this might inspire the
workers to demand democratic 
ri ghts. 
~The Congress discussed the 

Retired leader Deng Xiaoping 

creation of a civi l se rvice separate 
from the Partv. Zhao is also 
reported to wan t to change the 
law so that it ca n arbitrate be
twee n Party and government of
ficials. 

Obviously the 'technocrats' will 
be st rengthened by these moves. 
bu t this does not mean th at th e 
Communist Party is fading into 
insignifi cance. 

China is still a tota litarian one
party state. Debate ' within th e 
bureaucracy are far more open 
than in Stalin·s Russ ia. But stu
dents' demonstrations in support 
of democratic rights last January 
were stil l suppressed and 
workers , who have groped to
wards the idea of workers ' demo
cracy, rot in priso n. 

Although the reformers want 
to use the talents of those outside 
the Pa rty , it is still the political 

organisation of the ruling bureau
cracy. a freemasonry by which 
they exclude the mass of the 
populati on from run ning socie
ty. 

Nor is China on the road to the 
restoratio n of capitalism. The 
capitalist media almost slobber at 
Zhao 's promise that on ly 30 pe r 
cent of th e economy will be 
'centrally directed ' within three 
years . 

State owned 
But at the moment. after all 

Deng's reforms . while the private 
sector produces 38 per cent of 
agricul tural production. it still 
produces onl y 0.6 per cent of 
industrial output. The base of the 
economy is state owned and will 
rema in so. 

The reform programme itse lf is 
beginning to create problems 

Inflation, 
un.employment 
and corruption 
are inevitable 
by-products of 
Deng's 
reforms. 
which are new to China. Infl ation 
is offici all y nine per cent. and 
rea ll y higher. 

And the Nationa l People's 
Congress, supposedl y the govern
ment of China. went so far as to 
block two of the leadership 's laws 
earlier in th e vear. T hese were 
the bank ruptcy and enterprise 
laws , which wou ld have meant 
redundancies for workers in fac 
to ries that were dee med ineffi 
cient. and th e official recognition 
of unemployment . ~ 

In fl a tion. unemplovment and 
corruption are the inevitable by
products of Deng's refo rms. The 
People ·s Congress rebe ili on is a 
symptom of splits whic h will 
develop in the future and result in 
another zig-zag in policy. This in 
its turn will create different pro
blems for the deve lopment of 
Chinese socie ty. 

T hirty years ago, Mao an
nounced that China was in an 
advanced stage of socialism. To 
exp lain the leadership 's policies , 
Zhao now says that it is only in 
the "primary stage". 

In reality any progress towards 
socialism depends on the political 
revolution of the work ing class to 
end the bureaucracy's rul e. 

This will establish the check of 
democratic workers' cont rol and 
management over the centrally 
planned. nationalised eco nomy 
and put its fru its at the d isposal of 
all China 's 1,100 million people. 

By Tony Cross 

Clampdown in Jaffna 
THIS EYE-WITNESS account was written in 
the course of the battle for Jaffna, in the 
Tamil-speaking north of Sri Lanka. 

Although the Indian army has now taken the 
city, we think the report will still be of interest 
to readers. It reflects the explosive bitterness 
and frustration which is being stored up 
among the Tamil masses and helps to show 
why no lasting solution to the island's national 
conflict is possible under the festering poverty 
and insecurity imposed on the masses of the 
south as well as the north by the capitalist 
system. 

THE UNLI MITED curfew has las ted fo r 
more th an two weeks now. This has put an 
end to economic , political and socia l life fo r 
the people of the Jaffna Peninsula. The entire 

population has become refugees because of 
the so-called operation 'peace' of the Indian 
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF). 

No vehicles move in or out of the Peninsula. 
Food. med ici ne and other necessiti es are 
scarce. Shops are not opened even to sell what 
is available. 

Lives lost 
Some hospi ta ls are not functioning at all. 

O the rs are partly funct ion ing. but the availa
bility of medicine is minimal. 

T he whole Peninsula has been in darkness 
fo r a number of nights. The water taps in 
Jaffna have bee n dry for a long time. 

In the refugee camps there is a lack of food, 
water and medicine as well as sanitation , 

which is costi ng the lives of chi ld ren. the o ld 
and the wea k. Already some children have 
died of diarrhoea. 

The f PKF is not there to keep peace but to 
continue the war , wh ich the murderous Sri 
Lanka army left incomplete. The Indian army 
has inhumanly killed more than 800 innocent 
civili ans, including children and women. 

All this is a result of the Indo-Sri Lanka 
accord. which was reached between two capi
tal ist governments without consulting th e 
Tamil people . 

This accord will not satisfy the basic needs 
of the Tamil people. Those who supported the 
accord , and wanted the Indian arm y to solve 
our national problem , should take the blame 
for the atrocities committed against the Tamil 
nation today. 

TROOPS- up to 10,000 - of 
them - were all that moved on 
the streets of Beirut last 
Thursday, the first day of an 
indefinite general strike 
against collapsing living stan
dards called by the CGT, the 
300,000-strong Lebanese trade 
union federation. 

Workers from all sections of 
this bitterly divided country 
were united in action. Shi'ite 
workers demonstrated outside 
Beirut, Chr istian workers in 
Zaleh and Sunni workers in 
Tripoli. 

The Lebanese pound has fal
len from 83 to 530 against the 
US dollar since January. Most 
items in shops are priced in 
dollars. The minimum wage, 
increased by 100 per cent to 
$30 a month on 5 October, is 
now worth only half that. 

Though called off by the 
CGT leadership after five 
days, this tremendous demons
tration of workers' unity and 
power, in a country torn by 
civil war for 12 years, con
firms the resiliency and the 
unbreakable will of the work
ing class to change society. 

Armed with a Marxist lea
dership and programme, the 
working class is the only force 
that can show a way out of 
Lebanon's nightmare and the 
crisis of the Middle East as a 
whole. 

By George Collins 

Industrial 
struggle 
in France 
THE BRITISH press have been 
keen to attack France's Socia list 
President Mitterand and the Iran 
arms scandal, ye t they arc reluc
tant to report the a ngry response 
0f French workers to increasing 
1ttacks from the bosses. 

For six weeks up to 5 ,000 mi
ners have been on strik e agai nst 
proposed sackings. Many are 
Moroccans who would be obliged 
to leave the cou ntrv , some after 
20 years. · 

There are also strikes at 
Dassault (which wants to sack 
1,261 workers and close fo ur 
plants) , Thomsons, Technip and 
Renault. At one occupied 
Renault plant bosses used heli
copters in a vain attempt to re
move machinery. 

T hese are not just defensive 
stri kes . Workers a re fightin g for 
wage increases and resisting at
tacks on trade unio n rights. 

Workers at one Renault plant 
face imprisonment for stri ke ac
tion. One tribunal has o rde red 
th at four workers should have £55 
a month stopped from their wages 
for the next 33 years for stri king 
in 1980! 

The Chirac govern ment is in 
crisis and the press here remai n 
silent. The bosses do not want to 
publicise that eve n apparently 
solid right wing governments can 
be eroded by the st re ngth of the 
working class. 

By Soraya Lawrence 
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Abortion Bill's 
implications 
Dear Comrades, 

I have been speaking at 
party meetings on the A l
ton Abortion Bill. It's been 
very encouraging to see the 
response especially from 
ma le party members. 

A taxi driver comrade 
told how he was opposed to 
the idea of abortion but 
that his own experience had 
forced him to oppose Al
ton 's Bill. He regularly col-

Dear Comrades, 
David · Alton's Private 

Members' Bill proposes to 
cut the period in which ~n 
abortion is allowed from 28 
to J 8 weeks. However, after 
reading his articles and 
hearing his views on TV
AM it is quite obvious that 
he is against abortion full
stop. 

He says "Every child, 
however deformed, handi
capped or impaired, has a 
right to Jive". I would not 
dispute this, particularly as 
I have been disabled from 

lects women from the Irish 
boat and takes them to 
Rodney Street (full of pri
vate clinics , consultants and 
counselling agencies) then 
on to Parkside Hospital 
where abortions are carried 
out privately. 

Some of these girls have 
to sit on a park bench until 
they are picked up by taxi 
and taken back to the boat 
for Ire land . One young 

birth. 
David Alton uses the issue 

of disabled people's plight 
to add credence to his argu
ment. The majority of dis
abled people are not given 
opportunities to make great 
contributions to society. 
Getting a job is hard 
enough in times of full 
employment for working 
class disabled youth. With 
3.5 million unemployed it 
becomes a sick joke! 

If Alton cares about dis
abled people's rights, why 
hasn't he campaigned for 

woman in particular had 
told him that she had been 
fo rced 'on the game' to 
raise the £500-the cost of 
her termi nation and tra
vel. 

I shall be fighting even 
harder against the NHS 
cu ts and for a first class 
health service. 

Cathy Wilson , Liverpool 
Labour women ·s council 

better health care, pay, 
benefits and access for the 
d isabled? The real issue 
with Alton's Bill is his at
tack on women's rights. He 
exploits the issue of the dis
abled child to veil this at
tack with a cloud of mo
rals. 

All sections of workers 
must unite to fight this Bill, 
which if passed will un
doubtedly bring back illegal 
abortions, and impose a 
Victorian society on us 
all. 

Ricky Rooney, Kenr. 

Dea r Comrades . 
Making abortion harder 

to get doesn' t make it go 
away , it pushes women al
ready in a state of anguish 
and desperat ion into the 
hands of backstreet 
'quacks' who welcome their 
vulnerability with open 
arms. 

Young and single girls 
rely on Family Planning cli-

Witch-hunt dismay 
Below is an edited and 
translated version of a 
letter from an Asian 
woman who got involved in 
the labour movement dur
ing the general election . 
Tasneem Butt, explai ns 
below her dismay at the 
witch-hunt in Bradford 
North: 
Dear Comrades, 

I come from Kashmir 
and have been in Britain 
for the past three years. 
One of the reasons I got 

Classified 
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involved with the Labour 
Partv was to do with the 
struggle I waged with the 
immigration authorities . 

In those circumstances 
the Labour Party helped 
me in my struggle and that 
is why I am proud to appl y 
to be a member of the 
Labour Party. because it is 
a lways willing to help those 
in need . 

I got involved with th e 
Labour Party so that we 
could remove the Tory gov-
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labour on YTS', £2.50 per 
roll. All available from Fight
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O Southampton Marxist dis· 
cussion group. Wednesdays 
12.30pm. 7 Goodwin Close, 
rylillbrook, Southampton. 

----creche provided. Thursdays 
7.30pm. Tel 78687S for de
tails. 

ernment . Nothing is im
possible as long as we 
struggle for it. The struggle 
can only be successful if we 
work wholeheartedly. 

It is with great regret that 
I hear talk of expelli ng Par
ty members. These people 
who a re wast ing time con
duct ing enquiries and witch 
hunts should realise that 
time could be better uti
lised in politica l struggle. 

Tasn eem Butt, Bradford. 

The Party is investigating 
how Pat Wall won the 
election - not why others 
didn't . 

First impressions 
Dear Miliranr. 

There I was moanin g about the state of things and how no 
one ever seemed to do anything. When someone said "Ever 
read Militanr'." No? Try it and sec". 

What? Milirant! Horror! Fear shook me to the bone . 
What would l turn into? Could I ever look my friends in the 
eye again? Was I li able to be rounded up at 3am? Alright I 
thought. be brave , so I duly bought a copy and sneaked 
home , locked a ll the windows and doors, gagged the dog 
and sat down to read. 

After an hour I checked the mirror. No horns had 
appeared , not a trident in sight . Was there any change at 
all? There most certainly was. Realisation of how bad thin gs 
rea ll y were had set in . After reading your pape r I cannot 
un derstand why everyone isn't reading it and doing some
thin g about changing the way things arc. 

In issue 870 you asked for our views. Well mine are 

Socialists 
remembered 
Alexander 
Dunthorne 
Alexander Guy Dunthorne 
died at the age of 26 on 24 
October in Canterbury pri
son, by hanging . Another 
life lost through despair 
and anguish! 

Guy was 
reader who 
charged with 

a Militant 
had been 

having can-

nabis resin in his possession 
and was granted bail "on 
condition that a place be 
found in a suitable hostel " . 
It wa·sn't so he was he ld in 
custody in prison. 

His Young Socia list 
friends will remember him 
for his stand against 
unemployment , pove rty 
and above all , his un
derstanding of the urgent 
need to change society. 

Sittingbourne Militant 
supporters. 

nics for anonymous and 
hassle-free support. The 
local cli nic offers noth ing to 
women seeking advice and 
information on abort ion 
unless they are already 
supplying them with co n
traception. 

Posters lining the waiting 
room warning of the 
dangers of unprotected sex 
don 't mention the fact that 

Dear Comrades, 
My Grandma celebrated 

her eightieth birthday just 
under a year ago . Today she 
is leading a rent strike in the 
old people 's block she is 
living in. 

She has had a broken 
window in a ground floor 
flat for over a year, other 
maintenance is not done, 
the TV room doesn't have a 
TV, the laundry facilities 
are constantly out of order 
and the garden is increas
ingly looking like a 
jungle. 

For this 'service ' the pro-

Dear Militant , 
I was extremely disap

pointed to read the article 
in Militant 870 regarding 
David Alton 's pro- li fe Bill. 
It is unfortunate and sad 
that you should immedia
tely degenerate the debate 
into a pure ly 'cl ass struggle ' 
argument. Under the pres
ent system a woman can 
have an abortion as late as 
7 months when the child is 
as developed as a newborn 
baby. 

Reducing the limit to 18 
weeks is a start to make 
people realise that we must 
have some regard fo r the 
most vulnerable and exp
loited members of our " 
society . 

The 1967 Abortion Act 
has now bee n abused by 
women who see pregnancy 
as just an inconveni ence or 
a threat to their careers. 

It speaks volumes when 
you call for an end to the 
conscience vote on this par
ticul ar Bill perhaps a sign 
that the truth is ha rd to 
accept. 

David Bayne, 
Co Durham. 

condoms arc no longer 
freel y available to ca ll ers at 
the clinic. 

Of course , safe abort ion 
wi ll a lways be available to 
certain sections of societv -
those who can pay . · 

Make no mistake. abo r
tion is a class issue . Trade 
uni onists must pressure the 
T UC to mount a mass cam
paign and demonstration 
against the Bill ; Labour 
Party members must ensure 
MPs don't hide behind the 
'conscience clause· and ab
stain from vot in g. 
Jenny Cole, Ipswich . 

perty company that owns 
the block is demanding a 
virtual doubling of the 
maintenance charges. 
Despite intimidation most of 
the old people are standing 
firm. 

After 80 years my grand
ma deserves a decent life 
away from the worries and 
pressures she has had to 
endure all her life. The pa
rasites and bullies who only 
see pensioners as a soft ta;
get for a quick profit must 
be done away with . 

Tim Goodman, 
East Lewisham LPYS. 

probably totally predictable to old hands. but for what they 
are worth here goes: 

Stocks and shares. I don ' t know a lot about. but managed 
to fo llow most of the article. 

Was totally incensed by the state of the prison system and 
furious about David A lton's Abortion Bill. 

Laughed at the "Search for the Yuppie". but well and 
trul y understood -its meani ng. 

Struggled with the South Africa article. but quite 
prepared to read it aga in until it becomes clear. 

Seethed with rage and at the same time a heart ful l of 
sympathy for Len the retired mine r (letters). 

It' s taken a long time for the spark of indignati on to turn 
into flame , but my enthusiasm to try and change things can 
onlv grow. 

So Militant. as a new reader who wil l one day stand up , be 
counted and support you. support me now by keeping the 
articles reasonably simple and easy to understand , so that 
the basics eventually become second nature and th e likes of 
me can some day tack le anyo ne on anythi ng and win. 

Mrs SE Airey, //ford, Essex. 

Arthur Dodd 
Arthur Dodd , a life long 
socia list , trade un ionist and 
active member of Coventry 
South East Labour Party 
has died at th e age of 
77. 

He had experienced a 
general strike, the 30s, the 
post-war Labour govern
ment, the boom years of 
capitalism and the world 
crisis of the 70s and 80s. A s 
he grew older his fa ith in · 
the socialist future of man
kind grew stronger. _ 

In his last years he was 
dogged with ill health yet 
when eve r possible he made 
it to his Labour Party or 

trade union meetings. Fo r 
many yea rs he was presi
dent of AUEW number 
2 . 

Arthur was immensely 
proud of the slogan of the 
South East Party in 1983 , 'a 
workers ' MP on a worker's 
wage' and supported Dave 
Nellist. 

We a ll learn ed much 
from him and will a ll miss 
him. He was honest , sin
cere, frank and passio
nate ly loyal to the Labour 
Party. He was a regula r 
reader of th e Militan t and 
an a lly. We bid farewe ll to 
Arthur. In our minds you 
will live forever. 

Coventry South East 
Militant supporters. 
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As Tebbit takes up directorship, we look at British Telecom 

Torym hs destroyed 
MORE THAN a third of 
the public sector, cov
ering over 750,000 thou
sand jobs, has been pri
vatised since 1979. At 
least as much again has 
been earmarked for sale 
by the Government. The 
Tories' privatisation pro
gramme represents an 
unbelievable transfer of 
public wealth into pri
vate hands. 

By Colin O' Callaghan 
chair, Overseas Tele

graph branch, personal 
capacity 

Despi te the rhetoric of 
creating a sha re owning 
democracy' the over
whelming majority of this 
wealth has been 
concentrated into the 

<1 '! 

' 

that privatisation is popu
lar. Tell that to the old age 
pensioner waiting for a de
regulated bus , not knowing. 
whether it will arrive or · 
what colour it will be if it 
does! 

Tell that to th e Te lecom 
customer paying more for a 
worseni ng service . No , pri
vatisation is not popular. 
Dishing out £10 notes for 
£5 notes has been popular , 
because th at is what Gov
ernment policy h<;is mean t. 
With that kind of market
ing strategy you could sell 
fridges to the Eskimos. 
Now, any illusio ns of popu
larity will have evaporated , 
as workers. led like lambs 
to the slaughter. have seen 
their savings wiped out. 

What would be truly 
popular would be industries 
th at gave free phones to 
disabled people; that gave 
free heat to pensioners and 
jobs to our class. But to 
achieve this we have to be 
prepared to take control of 
our industries. They should 
be run by the workers and 
the public they serve in the 
interests of the workers and 
the public th ey serve . 

pockets of the bosses 
and their financial institu
tions. Brian Gou ld's advo
cacy of wider share owne r
ship seems pretty hollow 
after the £130 bill ion stock 
exchange collapse. But the 
real crime of the Labour 
leade rship is the way they 
have blu rred the class na
ture of the Tories· privati
sation policies . Rather th an 
raise the socialist alternat
ive of nat ionali sation under 
workers ' control , the La
bour leade rs have shown 
they are willing to hang on 
to the Tories' coat-tails. 

The message from NCU members, on strike earlier this year, is still as true as ever. 

Priva te enterpri se could 
never have provided us 
with a nationa l gr id or 
mains water to every hou
sehold, or a universal 
postal charge wherever we 
live in the count ry. The 
returns would be too slow 
and the capital investme!lt 
too high to attract the prof
iteers. But to reap the 
benefits of a planned eco
nomy we must control 
th ose industries ourselv
es. 

In British Te leco m (BT) , 
privatisation 's beneficiaries 
and losers have bee n 
clearly divided a long class 
lines. The winne rs have 
been the bosses and big 
business. Even the stock 
exchange crash has not 
been able to wipe out the 
huge profits made from the 
flotation of BT. 

night, without a stroke of 
work being done! 

Vallance back in charge . 
Hi storically, nationali sed 

industries under the likes of 
Ian Macgregor and Michael 
Edwards. have been run as 
props to the private sector. 
BT is often quoted as an 
exa mple of the success of 
privatisation amo ngst its 
workforce. What is not 
made clear is that 
employees were actual ly 
given free shares and even 
then some 10.000 workers 
refused th em. 

The losers have been 
equally clear-the public, 
facing a deteriora ting ser
vice and the workforce , 
whose job security and con
ditions of empl oyme nt are 
under unprecedented at
tack. 

Both Sir George Jeffer
son, the ex-chairman, and 
the newly appointed Ian 
Vallance. have see n their 
incomes soar. Big share
holders doubled their so
cal led investment over-

The National Communi
cations Union wants the 
industry run in the interests 
of need rather than profit. 
but that requires an indus
try run by people com
mitted to public ownership. 
It is no good ren at ionalising 
BT and putting Jefferson or 

For many of those that 
accepted shares , the argu
ment on the shop floor was. 
"ff we don ' t take them it 

Bosses to bla'me . . - - ,,. -

ONE OF many issues facing BT workers at 
present, legacies from the previous right 
wing union leadership, is the commitment 
made to redefining duty definitions to 
improve productivity . This is being used as 
an excuse by management to downgrade 
jobs. 

Having systematically cut the workforce 
since privatisation, BT are ironically, now 
attempting to overcome the temporary la
bour shortage by means of loans across 
districts; casual staff; contractors and even 
asking workers in one district to sign on 
again as contractors after they've finished 
their day's work. 

Low morale 
BT have also embarked on a strategy of 

'Total Quality Management' , a concept 
designed to create a corporate loyalty. All 
of these measures would suggest the deve
lopment of an overall scheme to reduce the 
core labour force to a minimum and run the 
business on a hire and fire basis. 

Inevitably, the morale amongst workers 
is at an all time low. Pressure to increase 
productivity at any cost, the underlying 
threat to jobs, and the victimisation of 
activists, have all contributed. 

Despite millions of pounds spent on 
creating a corporate image, BT's reputa
tion amongst the public has never been 
lower. Even the job of newly appointed 
chairman, Ian Vallance, is threatened, as 

BT's big business backers question the 
competence of the board of directors . 

Norman Tebbit has accepted a job on the 
BT board as a non-executive director. 
Three years ago, when he was Trade and 
Industry Secretary, he doubled the salaries 
of BT's directors! His appointment should 
serve as a sharp warning to the workforce. 
The union must now give management an 
ultimatum. It is only the workers who can 
dig BT out of the hole it's dug itself, but 
that will not happen whilst management 
continue to attack our pay and conditions. 
We demand an end to the attacks. 

The union must demand that BT calls off 
the Tory puppets and press, who' ve 
mounted a campaign to blame workers for 
all the ills of the Telecom service. The 
responsibility for the falling service lies not 
with us but with the Tories-money is being 
siphoned off to pay out big business share
holders rather than being re-invested. 

Reintroducing the share productivity 
scheme will not be enough to buy the loyalty 
and goodwill of the workforce. If BT wants 
co-operation on its short term manpower 
problems then it must answer the union's 
demand for long term job security through 
a shorter working week, coupled with a 
1988 pay deal with no strings. 

Yvonne Harrison 
Broad Left National Committee, 

(personal capacity) 

will only leave more for the 
bosses to pick up· '. Thou
sa nds of these same 
workers were not slow to 
cash in those shares to pay 
for their strike earl ier this 
vear. So much for That
cher's share-owning demo
cracy' 

Punishment 
As a punishment for that 

strike. BT withheld a 
further ·shares for produc
tivity bonus· due this year. 
Thi s action only served to 
underline the inadequacies 
of employee shareholder 

schemes wh ich can be with
drawn at the employer's 
whim. They can never be a 
substitute for hard cash in 
the pocket. 

There arc now rumours 
th at Vallance is rethinking 
the original decision to 
wi thh old shares in an at
tempt to restore mo rale to 
a beleaguered BT. Incre
diblv they are considering 
reinstating a share issue in 
the midst of the greatest 
stock exchange crash in hi
sto ry. The timing of the BT 
board is impeccable . 

The Labour leadership 
has swallowed the myth 

The anarchy that the 
world has witnessed on the 
stock market is but a carica
ture of the real capitalist 
eco nomy. The choice is 
clear-a world economy 
based on greed and panic 
or a planned social ist eco
nom y based on provision 
for need. 

For a united union 
THREE YEARS after th e 
formation of the National 
Communications Union. 
fo unded from the merger of 
the Post Office Engin;ering 
Union and the Civil and 
Pub lic Services Association 
(Posts and Telecoms 
group), the major issue of 
trade union unity is still 
unresolved . 

The bringing together of 
the clerical and engineering 
groups into one single 
union . wi th one ru le book. 
one executive and one set 
of po licies, is an immediate 
task. 

Whilst some progress has 
been made towards break
ing down the barriers at 
national level , the major 
items of pay and conditions 
still rest with the separate 
group executives to be dis
cussed and pursued jointly 
or individually . The last 
two years ' pay claims have 
been pursued separately 
with nearly disastrous res
ults for the new union. 

The left executives have 
circulated branches asking 
for comments on the best 
way forward following a 
composite resolution, car
ried at this year's annual 

conference. wh ich called: 
' ·As a matter of urgency 

to investigate the feasibility 
of amal gamating the engi
neering and clerical groups 
into one organisation at na
tional , district and local le
ve ls. A report and recom
mendation to be placed be
fore branches in sufficient 
time to put resolutions to 
1988 annual conference. " 

Branches must respond 
positively to thi s approach 
from the executive . We 
cannot take it for granted 
that the executive will act · 
upon this resolution wi
thout pressure from the 
rank and file. 

At the moment , the na
tional structure is an 
obstacle to initiatives at 
loca l level. Engineering 

and clerical branches up 
and down the country have 
already discussed branch 
mergers. The facility for 
these branches to merge 
following the proper con
sultation with all members 
concerned is an urgent 
task. 

Attacks from manage
ment on Post Office , Brit
ish Telecom and Girobank 
workers· pay and condi
tions means that the issue 
of full merger demands the 
highest priority from the 
union. We. need one rule 
book , one executive , one 
set of policies , in short , one 
union! 

Dave Gorton 
West End District, 
(personal capacity) 

~--------------------------------------------------~ Militant supporters in the National Com mu-: 
nications Union campaign for the following! 
programme: : 
*A 32 hour, four day week, with no loss of: 

I 
pay. : , * No job losses through productivity deals: 

: or new technology. : 
:i * Renationalisation of BT, and a fully natio-! 
i\nalised communications industry, under: 
: workers' control and management. . j 
. ------------------------------------- . 
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!Industrial reports 

Ford workers are angry 
FOR THREE days runn· 
ing workers at Ford 
plants at Halewood and 
Dagenham have walked 
out in unofficial response 
to the pay offer from 
management. 

By Mike Waddington 

Production has been 
stopped on all occasions . 
The pay offer of 4.75% is 
tied to a three year deal 
seeking more flexible work 
practices. with more 'qu
ality circles'. That means 
self imposed speed-ups. 

A steward at Dagenham 
was reported to say, " It is 
quite common for sponta
neous action of this kind to 
arrive as negotiations reach 
a pitch but very unusual for 
there to .be walkouts in 
response to the first offer." 
The same report mentioned 
that the stewards had at
tempted to prevent the 
walkouts. 

The unions are demand
ing a 10% increase and a 35 
hour week. The walkouts 
demonstrate the strength of 
feeling on the shop floor 
about the opportunities for 
improvements in the light 
of Ford's overall perfor
mance but also due to the 
sacrifices made over the 
years when the whip handle 
was firmly in management's 
hands. 

Productivity 
The annual report for the 

last financial year illustrates 
the regime. 

Not all pay increases 
have been resisted. The 
number of employees tak
ing over £30,000 a year has 
grown by nearly 200 - from 
345 to 537. The average pay 
of the directors has reached 
£1]4,366! 

The chairman takes only 
£4271-a week! 

1986 saw record produc-
tion at Ford - 200,000 

vehicles were produced at 
Dagenham alone-a 13 
year record . Yet since 1980 
31 ,000 jobs have gone. Pro-

ductivity has increased by 
more than 50% in the same 
period. 

Ford has 27.4% of the 

market , making them fa r 
and away the market 
leaders in Britain - in fact a 
full 11 % ahead of their 
nearest rivals. Ford oc
cupy the top three places 
for cars. For the 14th 
successive year they so ld 
the most tractors in Britain. 
The company boast that the 
future of the Basildon plant 
is now more secure through 
the closure of the Romeo 
tractor plant in Michigan. 
This was a decision no 
doubt taken as the wages in 
Basildon are lower than in 
the US. 

Ford also currently use 
500 YTS trainees with a 
further 1600 in the dealer 
network-a threat also to 
wages and conditons. 

Dividends 
It is not surprising there

fore that the workers feel as 
angry as they do. 

In the last 9 years Ford 
have made £I , 180 million 

profits. The majority of the 
1986 figure of £79 million 
was derived from activities 
other than manufacturing! 
Over that same period £658 
million , or 56% of profits, 
have been paid out in divi
dends . In 1986 alone £306 
million was paid out
that 's £221 million more 
than was made in profits 
this year! The workers at 
Ford are more than ju
stified in demanding similar 
treatment to the share 
holders. 

" It is clear that in spite of 
the progress which has 
been made much remai ns 
to be done. " So sa id the 
chairman of Fords in the 
bulletin sent to all 
employees explaining 
" Why we performed so 
well , yet ended up with a 
lower profit". The workers 
know what the position 
really is. The indications 
are that they will take their 
opportunity. 

l - · Jnr_ Jor JD r J Defend Red brook, Woolley 
DC Bl[ I jf~ OJ[c ]CJ THE PROPOSED closure of Redbrook and on the future of the £104 million washer. If -~ =- - Woolley collieries in Barnsley will result in it remains open and the two pits close, the 

[ ;- I } ) the direct loss of 1,300 jobs, with others capital charges for the washer will be 
J L_J l I L__j l l___J L going as a result of the 'knock-on' ef- placed upon Denby Grange and Park Mill, 

Sheffield City Hall 
Saturday 13 February 

Conference'88 
THE TORIES' plans to 
launch their multi-faceted 
assault on the ·working class 
are becoming clearer with 
each passing day. Their 
plans for selling off housing 
estates tu private owners 
will mean massive home
lessness on a hi therto unk- · 
nown level; their plans in 
the misnamed 'Employ
ment Bill' will attempt to 
abolish the closed shop and 
make all industrial action 
ineffective by legalising 
scabbing. 

These are only two of 
the attacks being cooked 
up by the Tories to safe
guard the interests of their 
rich backers. 

The leaders of the La
bour and trade union 
movement , unfortunately , 
are not showing much sign 
of being prepared to lead 
the opposition to the Tory 
government. Most of them 
subscribe to the view of 
'new realism'-a better 
description would be old 
defeatism - which says that 

it is impossible to defeat the 
Tories through militancy 
such as industrial action. 

At its rece nt meeting. the 
Broad Left Orga ni sing 
Committee (BLOC) 
decided that it was time to 
attempt to mobilise the left 
activists to ta ke the offens
ive in the trade union 
movement , and to plan a 
strategy for fighting 
back. 

Fightback 
To th is end , it is planning 

to hold a national delegate 
conference at the Sheffield 
City Hall , on Saturday 13 
February 1988, between 
l 1am and 5pm. 

This conference wi ll be 
open to bona fide delegates 
from official bodies of the 
trade union movement
branches , shop stewards 
committees , district com
mittees , divisional councils 
etc . The delegate fee is £3 
and each body may send up 
to five delegates. 

The conference will dis
cuss and hammer out a 
strategy for raking on the 
Tories and building an al
ternative leadersh ip in the 
unions. The theme will be 
·o rga nise the Fightback'. 
To this end. all affiliated 
national trade un ion Broad 
Lefts arc being asked to 
subm it a motio n to the con
ference. In th is way. there 
will be a wide cross section 
of important issues facing 
the movement being 
debated and voted on. 

Leaflets are now avai l
able fo r the conference and 
supplies can be obtained 
from: Broad Left Organis
ing Commi ttee, P.O. box 
464 , London ES 8PT. 

Get your trade union or
ganisation to send de
legates to what will be the 
biggest and the most impor
tant gathering of rank and 
file trade unionists in 1988. 

By George Williamson 
Organising Secretary, 

BLOC , 

South Wales Broad Left 
MEANWHILE JN Wales, 1988 promises 
to be a crunch year. Nupe regional secret
ary , Derek Gregory , has already estimated 
10,000 jobs could go with the privatisation 
of the town halls. 

Tory Secretary of State for Wales, Peter 
Walker , is cracking down on health autho
rities who are not making cuts fast enough. 
Of a target saving of £8-12 million , 'only ' 
£1 .1 million has been achieved so far. The 
livelihoods of 11 ,000 health workers are 
threatened . 

Recently , Pembrokeshire health author-

ity has accepted an in-house tender at 
Withybush hospital , for kitchen staff. 
Workers have suffered cuts of up to £20 in 
their weekly income. This is no way to fight 
privatisation. Now is the time to fight. 
* Stop privatisat ion! * Defeat the Tories! * Build the Broad Lefts! 

Delegate conference with speakers: Ter
ry Fields , MP; Joh n Macreadie , CPSA; 
Lawrence Hemmings, Nalgo . 

10 am to 5 pm , Saturday 5 December, 
POEU Club , St. Mary's St. , Swansea. 

feet. rapidly making them totally unviable . If the 
The campaign of opposition is now build· washer is closed, what will happen to the 

ing up momentum. A proposal to organise a coal mined at the two remaining pits? 
day of action throughout Barnsley and the Management would then use the closure of 
Yorkshire NUM has been greeted enthu- the washer as a reason for closing Denby 
siastically. Arthur Scargill described this as Grange and Park Mill. 
" the most constructive proposal of the A third scenario is also possible. The 
night " at a recent Action Group meet- West Side washer has a rail link, and is very 
ing. close to the MI. It could be sold off to 

There has to he a massive response from private industry, thus bringing it into com-
the National Union of Mineworkers and the petition with the other washers in York-
local Labour movement . The campaign shire. 
must also involve the unions and communi- Whatever the plans of management and 
ties of Denby Grange and Park Mill collie- the Government, miners and their commu-
ries . Both these pits are part of the giant nities are determined to resist. Messages of 
West Side complex. Their coal is brought to support, donations and requests for 
the surface and washed at Woolley. Conse- speakers should be sent to 17 Rimmington 
quently, attempts to close one half of the Road , Wombwell, Barnsley. 
complex must have an impact on the future 
of the other half. 

Management have refused to comment 
By Simon Duerden 

Confed reject con 
TN A decision of crucial 
significance for engineering 
workers, the Engineering 
Employers' Federation 
(EEF) offer to one and a 
half million workers has 
been rejected by the exe
cutive of the Confederation 
of Shipbuilding and Engi
n.::ering _ Unions (Confect) . 

Biil -Jordan, right wing 
president of the engineers' 
union (AEU) , was re
ported to be "extremely 
disappointed", a sentiment 
shared with the EEF. The 
offer was being sold on the 
basis of a reduction in the 
working week, but the con
ditions attached had horri
fic implications and would 
have resulted in funda
mental attacks on condi
tions and the ability to or
ganise effectively. 

The vote to reject was by 
17 votes to 13 , and after
wards the Confed executive 
said that although they 
were now still seeking a 
shorter working week , thi s 
would not be at the expense 
of " hard-won conditions 
and practices long
established". 

The last reduction in the 
working week , in 1979, was 
leaderships must be pre-

AEU President Bill Jordan 

only wrenched off the 
bosses after industrial ac
tion. The only time they' ll 
'offer' shorter hours is on 
their own terms. The union 

pared to lead a fight, not as 
Jordan has done , try to sell 
illusions in the bosses . 

By an AEU member 
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ventry strike 

for the NHS 
Co\1£NTR~ 

NEEDS 
GER\"TR\C 

BEDS 

Demonstration at Whitley Hospital, Coventry. 

FOLLOWING THE dee- With the Tory election 
ision by local manage- victory, the local health au-
ment to add three ward thority (DHA) believed it 
closures to the proposed could do what it liked. Con-

vinced that the closure of closure of Whitley 
hospital, the Coventry Whitley was all but com-
Health Authority Joint plete, the DHA then an-

nounced on 22 October 
Union Committee have that three wards, in each of 
called a half day strike of the other hospitals in the 
all health workers in the city, would also close . The 
afternoon of 19 No- DHA badly miscalculated 
vember and seeks the the mood. 
support of all trade Any illusions some 
unionists across the workers had had in the 
city. willingness of the DHA and 

Support 
The campaign launched 

on 27 October has seen 
unprecedented and massive 
support developed. This 
marks a significant change 
in the mood of on ly one 
month ago . and vi ndicates 
the bold approach recom
mended by Coventry South 
East Labour Party and it' s 
MP to fight these cuts. 

their Tory paymasters to be 
reasonable. were rudely 
shattered. Only bold indus
trial action could save 
Whitley and the other 
wards from closure. 

To make matters worse, 
the health bosses were so 
arroga nt that they were re
ported as having a £1300 
dinner ' to discuss business'. 
the same day the cuts were 
announced. · 

Health workers are in 

uproar over these closures 
and have seen that lobbies 
and petitions are just not 
enough. Faced with this 
assault they are determined 
to widen the industrial 
struggle and take it to the 
whole labour movement. 

Unanimous 
The call for a half day 

strike on 19 Nove mber has 
met with widespread sup
port in the hospitals. All 
four have voted unani
mously at mass meetings 
for action on the day. 
Teams of HS workers 
have spoken at shop ste
wards ' committees and 
union brancnes across the 
city. 

Already , the AEU dis
trict committee and Nalgo 
are recommending a half 
day strike. All the indica
tions are that similar pro
posals will be made by the 
Nupe local authority 

branch and a number of 
major factories in the city . 

Union branches outside 
the NHS have contacted 
the local press. affirming 
their support for the health 
workers. In the hospitals 
themselves , groups such as 
physiotherapists and 
switchboard operators have 
pleaded with the Joint · 
Union Committee not to be 
forgotten when it comes to 
taking action. 

There is every indication 
therefore that there could 
be big support on the day, 
providing the health unions 
remain firm in their call for 
strike action. In advance of 
this action , it is not possible 
to say whethe r the health 
authority wi ll back down on 
cuts or not , but whatever 
the outcome , this cam
paign ing work by the health 
unions will have created a 
stronger platfo rm in their 
campaign to stop hospital 
cuts . 

Whitley Hospital 
"THE NHS is safe in our 
hands,, . said Thatcher dur
ing the election. Yet barely 
fo ur months later this has 
become literally a 'sick' 
joke . 

Crunch time is fast 
approaching for Whitley 
hospital. The hospital is in
tended for closure in the 
next few months , but re
ports that the Coventry 
Churches Housing Associa
tion , who will take over the 
premises, have already had 
a new phone system in
stalled and have placed a 
large milk order starting in 
a few weeks time , indicate 
that this may take place 
much sooner. 

Only four years ago , 
Whitley was des ignated as 
the site for a development 
of a centre of excellence . 
The local health authority's 
new interpretation of excel
lence is to close 150 beds. Tf 
this hospital closes, the el
derly in particular will 
suffer. 

Lives at risk 
We've already seen at 

Gulson hospital elderly 
patients sitting around with 
their bags packed, not 
kn owing where they'll be 
staying that very night. This 
could happen at Whitley 
this December- is this the 

Tories ' idea of a Christmas 
bonus? 

Nupe branch secretary 
Margaret Pirrie explained 
that the proposals had, 
" the smell of death about 
them. They are putting 
lives at risk to meet finan
cial targets" . 

Workers and doctors in 
the NHS have no confi
dence in the health author
ity who have justified the 
privatisation of Whitley in 
order to save money and 
improve the services in the 
city. In reality they are the 
Tories' undertakers, com
missioned to di spose of the 
welfare state corpse , dying 
of malnutrition . 

The fight to save Whitley 
must be stepped up. 
Workers there must ur
gent ly consider occupation 
of the hospital to prevent it 
being stolen from the NHS. 
Such action would also be 
an enormous boost to the 
action on 19 November. 

The half day strike call 
must be a signal to the 
health authority that health 
workers and working class 
people wi ll not stand by 
and allow the Tories to 
asset-strip the NHS, 
hospital by hospital , ward 
by ward. 

By Dave Griffiths 

Post workers 
must fight 
REPORTS INDICATE 
that postal workers, 
members of the Union of 
Communications Work
ers, are voting in favour 
of industrial action in the 
ballot over the claim for 
a shorter working week. 

By Chris Whale 
North London District C 

and CS branch 
(personal capacity) 

The new wave of militan
cy which has swept the in
d-ustry, with 91 disputes 
since April, has arisen due 
to the continuing attacks by 
management on all aspects 
of our working conditions. 

The demand for a reduc
tion in hours itself is clearly 
just- the last cut in hours to 
the present 43 hour week 
took place in 1965. But at
tempts by the Post Office to 
bring in more and more 
'casuals' to cope with ex
cessive workloads has given 
us an even stronger case. A 
cut in the working week 
would lay the basis for ex-

panding the full-time work
force. We want real jobs not 
'casuals '. And a real 
increase in wages! 

Nevertheless, with the 
ballot closing as we go to 
press, the point now is not 
so much the need to justify 
our case but how to further 
it. A favourable ballot res
ult will strengthen the 
union's hand. But, if mana
gement still refuse to nego
tiate, the union must be 
prepared for action. 

As a minimum, a pro
gramme of selective strike 
action involving all grades 
to maximise unity should be 
undertaken. There must be 
full involvement of local ac
tivists to ensure its effective
ness. Regular mass meet
ings of all the members 
must be organised to keep 
them in touch. 

Such measures !ihould be 
seen as a means of building 
the confidence of the mem
bership and preparing the 
ground for an all-out strike 
if the Post Office refuses to 
back down and meet the 
claim in full. 

Cowley action 
TRANSPORT AND General Workers Union (TGWU) 
members in the Cowley assembly plant have voted 
overwhelmingly to back an earlier decision in favo~r of a one 
day strike. The strike is in protest at Austm Rover 
management's move to freeze the pension scheme. 

After pressure from the rank and file, and from some shop 
stewards the TGWU assembly plant leadership organised 
the mass 'meeting, where only about one worker in ten voted 
against, indicating the mood of anger i_n_ the plant. The 
workers are having their rights and cond1hons, won by the 
unions over 20 years, taken away by one of the most vicious 
managements in British industry. . 

The workers need a united fightback by the trade umons, 
and the leadership must now take advantage of this massive 
vote. This should be "the start of an effective campaign-not 
the end of it. 

The union leadership at the assembly plant must take the 
mandate for action to the other Austin Rover plants to start a 
campaign on the issue not only of the pension scheme rights 
but also against the speed-ups and the disciplinary measures. 

CPSA Broad Left 
OVER 300 members at
tended the recent CPSA 
Broad Left Conference to 
draw up a programme cap
able of tackling the pro
blems facing our 
members. 

By Julie Wyeth 
branch chair, CPSA, DE 
London North, personal 

capacity 

The major debate was on 
pay. Conference backed a 
claim and strategy put for
ward by Militant supporters 
reflecting the membership's 
anger and determination 
to fight for a decent settle
ment . The Broad Left will 
campaign for a claim 
including: 
-tr Flat rate increase of £25 
a week. 
ff £134 minimum wage. 
-tr Six weeks annual leave. 
-tr A 35 hour week. * Abolition of incre-
menLal scales. 

Conference expressed 
opposition to all forms of 
regiona l merit or local pay. 
It recognised that there 
should be a short , sharp 
build up to a vote on all-out 
action in the form of a 
limited period of selective 
and national action. 

The task facing the 

Broad Left now is to ensure 
that these motions are sup
ported at the forthcoming 
special pay conference. -

All-out strike action over 
pay is now firmly on the 
agenda. We must ensure 
we build members' confi
dence in the ability of the 
union to win . We must exp
lai n how members can 
manage despite the hard
ships of all-out action. Such 
a campaign must be 
launched immediately fol
lowing the special Pay Con
ference. 

Conference also dis
cussed the vital problem of 
how to involve more 
women in both Broad Left 
and CPSA. It decided the 
way forward lay in taking 
up the practical issues fac
ing women members , such 
as creche facilities , cancer 
screening and abortion 
rights. 

Conference rejected alle
gations that John Macrea
die had not given the Lon
don Passport Office strikers 
his full support. 

The task now is to take 
Broad Left policies and 
programme out to the 
membership to build for 
the struggles which lie 
ahead. 
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THE TORIES' new immigration bill will add 
further to the suffering of black and Asian 
families in Britain. The bill (published on 
Friday) will remove the automatic right of 
men who entered Britain before 1973 to have 
their wives and children settle with them. 

By Colin De Freitas 

The European court had ruled 
.. · - th at Britain ·s right of entry laws 

discriminated against women . 
who had no such freedom. The 
Tori es· answer was to abol ish the 
right for men as well! 

Existing immigration laws have 
bruta lly split up fami li es. particu
la rlv tens of thousands of Asi a n 
fam'ilies in Britain. 

Eve n before these new laws. 
ma nv me n have waited 12 vcars 
fo r immi2ra tion authorities to let 
the ir fa;;i lies join th e m . Now 
they clearly won't be a llowed 
m . 

No 
and 

to divide 
rule! 

End immigration 
controls now! 

Inside 
Sickness in the NHS 
See. page 7 

Telecom-Tory myth 
destroyed- see page 13 

Humiliating 
Eve n t he Tory lndependenr 

ca lle d th e new legisl a ti on " pe tty 
and unn ecessa ry'' . Last yea r. th e
re were o nl v 8. 200 wi\·es and 
chil d re n \\·a it[ng to joi n their hu s
bands. 

THOMAS LEE, a Jamaican born m an from Stoke Newington was on his way 
home from a friend's house when he was brutally attacked by racist thugs. He 
died of his injuries. 

They are continually subj ected 
to the m ost humiliating tes ts and 
a ba rrage of questions by im
migrati o n offi cial s in their coun
tr:/ of o rigi n and at the point of 
e ntrv. 

0 -ne son of a British citi ze n of 
Ba ngla deshi o rigin was refused 
e ntn· beca use he could not ade
quately compl e te hi s fa mil y tree . 
W he n his app lication came up 
agai n. he was turned down 
because he completed his fam ily 
tree too easilv' 

This is t he ninth major change 
to immig,ration laws since 1979. It 
co mes a yea r after visa contro ls 
we re in troduced fo r visitors from 
the Ind ian sub continent. Ni2e ri a 
and G hana . -

As Militant sa id the n. \·i sa laws 

Worried Asian workers at Heathrow Airport after last years 
visa law changes. 

The Black Youth Rally will be vital in bu ilding opposition to racist violence 
and the social and economic burdens black youth in particular face. T h e only 
way to fight is th rough the labour movement. Get organised. Come to the 
Black Youth Rally '87! 

,.a re used to harass black \'i sitors to 
Britai n and make holid a \'S a nd 
\·isits to re latives in Britain much 
more difficu lt. More visas a re 
bein2 refused a lreadv. And MPs 
fi nd Tr more difficult to inte r\'ene: 
on lv 575 cases of people detained 
at ports were tak en up betwee n 
May and August th is \'car co m
pared to 3. l-18 for th e sa me pe
riod in 1986. 

The T ories want to go c\·cn 
furthe r. D o ugl as Hurd's recent 
attempt to re-patri ate six T amil s 
was thrown o ut bv th e Cou rt of 
Appeal. Hurd wa-rns th at if the 
Lords upho ld th e appe a l court's 
findin g. he wil l change the asy lum 
laws. Thi s cou ld mea n death fo r 
many refugees escaping pcrsecu-

tion . 
The ne\\' re stricti o ns \\'ill not be 

app lied stringe ntl y to people from 
Australi a. Canada or New Zea
land . 

Their real purpose is racist-to 
giw \\hire wo rk ers the impressio n 
tha t ·immigrants'. ra the r than the 
To ri es . a re to blame for 
unempl oyment and o ther social 
ills . e\·en though for 20 years . 
more people · ha \·e left Brita in 
than enterf'd. 

D on't le t th e To ri es div ide 
workers. Expose the Tori es· rac
ist lies designed to hide the crisis 
of the bosses· svstc m. Labour 
must oppose these new laws a nd 
fig ht for an e nd to immigrat ion 
controls. 

Become a 
·m1lital\t 
supporter 

I wo ul d like to donate 
£ p each week/ 
month to the fighting fund. 

hat we stan or 
• The immediate introduction 

of a 35-hour week without 
loss in pay as a step 
towards the elimination of 
unemployment . 

and small business people . 

• Opposition to the capitalist 
Common Market, the EEC. 
For a socialist United States 
of Europe as a step towards 
a World Socialist 
Federation. 

laws and reversal of at
tacks on the trade unions. 

• Massive cuts in arms spen
ding. Support for unilateral 
nuclear disarmament, but 
w ith the recognition that 
only a socialist change of 
societ y in Britain and inter
nationally can eliminate the 
danger of a nuclear 
holocaust. 

Name · · 

Address · 

~bscription rates: 

UK: 13 issues .. £5 .50 26 issu es £11 00 
Europe 26 issues £15 00 
Rest of W orld: 26 issues £18 00 

Return t o t he Circulation Department, Militant, 3 / 1 3 
Hepscott Road, London E9 5HB . 

I would like to sell 
pa pers per week (mi nimum 5 ) 
on a sale or return basis . 

52 issues £22.00 
52 issues £30 00 
52 issues £36 00 

Make cheques payab le to 
Militant. 

• Reversal of all Tory cuts 
and a massive programme 
of public works on housing, 
education, the health ser
vice, etc. 

• A minimum wage of £ 120 
a week tied to the cost of 
living for ali, including sick 
and disabled people. 

• A socialist plan of produc
tion democratically drawn 
up and implemented by 
committees involving the 
trade unions, shop 
stewards, the unwaged 

• Workers ' management of 
the nationalised industries. 
These should be run on the 
basis of one-third of the 
places on the management 
board coming from the 
unions in the industry. one
third from the TUC repre
senting the w orking class 
as a whole , and one-third 
from the government . 

• Opposition to the Tory 
government's anti -union 

• Nationalisation of the top 
200 monopolies, including 
the banks and insurance 
companies which control 
80 per cent to 85 per cent 
of the economy. This 
should be through an 
Enabling Bill in Parliament 
with minimum compensa
tion on the basis of proven 
need. 


