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Woman: sex 

objector 
human being? 

Southern Africa in the crucible 
of western-backed barbarism 

by B. Ann Lastelle 
The testimony of Anita Hill in October before the 

Senate Judiciary Committee about the sexual harass
ment she suffered while working with Clarence Thomas, 
as well as the degrading questions and accusations and 
the complete lack of comprehension she faced during 
the hearings, made me both angry and sad. It also 
brought back bitter memories of my own experiences on 
the job. 

One incident in particular sticks in my mind. As the 
result of a layoff at the meatpacking plant where I 
worked several years ago, I was transferred to a process
ing department, where I was the only woman. Some of 
the men ignored me, others made good-natured fun of 
my comparative lack of strength, and still others 
showed me easier ways to do the job. 

A few of the men tried to do my job for me or told 
me: "This job is not for a woman. A woman can't do 
this job"—even though I was doing it. I also received 
some very unwelcome attention from a few men, even 
after I had made it clear that I was not interested in 
that kind of conversation. 
WHAT KIND OF WOMAN? 

The machine operator whose helper I was for 12 
hours a day did not believe that women should be inde
pendent or work outside the home, and he was deter
mined to control my every movement. Whenever I pro
tested or became angry or despondent over my situa
tion, he attributed my "problem" to the fact that I 
didn't "have a man." 

After nearly four months of this, he offered to stop by 
my apartment on his way home from work to have sex 
with me. When I turned him down, he became absolute
ly vindictive, telling me that he had never wanted to go 
to bed with me, that it was just a test to "see what kind 
of woman" I was. 

The company had begun calling people back from lay
off. I went to the union steward and to personnel and 
demanded a transfer back to the packaging department. 
I didn't tell them all of the reasons why, because I 
didn't want to involve management in my dispute with 
another worker. 

(continued on page 3) 

by Lou Turner 
Despite the deepening world crisis which once again 

puts the Black struggle in South Africa on the political 
back burner, the spiral of violence in that apartheid 
land has assumed unprecedented proportions, and so 
have the contradictions within the liberation movement. 
State-sponsored terrorism has left hundreds injured and 
nearly 200 dead just since the September signing of the 
"peace accords" between the de Klerk government, 
Gatsha Buthelezi's right-wing Inkatha and Nelson Man
dela's African National Congress (ANC). It has also 
brought South Africa to the brink of civil war. 

Despite fresh revelations in the New Nation and the 
Weekly Mail of the government's "hidden hand" in bol
stering Inkatha and in unleashing an outside "third 
force" of mercenary death squads, the atrocities contin
ue to mount. In investigating the assassination of Sam 
Ntuli, general secretary of the Civic Association of the 
Southern Transvaal, in early October, the New Nation 
discovered a government "hit list" containing the 
names of Black "civics" leaders. Ntuli's murder brings 
to more than 60 the number of anti-apartheid activists 
killed in the last 15 months. 
PRETORIA'S T H I R D FORCE' 

The collapse of the "peace accords" is total. Black 
commuters continue to be massacred in surprise attacks 
on trains and at train stations during rush hour. Town
ships have become the scenes of grisly mass murders by 
rampaging mercenaries and Inkatha impis. One gang, 
the "Saddam 5," told a mass meeting at a squatters' 
camp near Bloemfontein that they were "registered" at 
the nearby Batho police station. Not surprisingly, the 
South African Police (SAP) have yet to bring a single 
perpetrator to trial 

Active within the South African Defense Forces' Spe
cial Forces are members of the Namibian mercenary 
Koevoets and the "Buffalo Battalion," made up of An
golans recruited from Holden Roberto's FNLA (Front 
for National Liberation of Angola). This battalion is in
strumental in carrying out the government's terrorist 
campaign in South Africa's townships, and in Mozam
bique, supporting the bestial mercenary army of 
Renamo (Resistensia Nacional Mocambicana). 

Thomas/Hill hearings: Black women speak 
out on the need for a total uprooting 

As a Black woman, I am appalled at the way so many 
men and women in the Black community capitulated to 
George Bush's drive to get conservative Judge Clarence 
Thomas on the Supreme Court and turned against the 
Black woman, Professor Anita Hill, who levied charges 
of sexual harassment against him. 

I have a question for those in the Black community 
who have supported Thomas: How can anyone ignore 
the long, documented record of his attitude to women, 
Blacks, workers, the elderly—to any idea of Freedom? 

In all these phoney Judiciary Committee hear
ings into Thomas' fitness for the Supreme Court, 
why did no one remind the world of the scurrilous 
way he opposed a national holiday for Martin Lu
ther King; Jr., when it was proposed during Ronald 
Reagan's first presidential term? This is what Thom
as said then: 

"The reason I oppose the designation of Martin Lu
ther King, Jr.'s birthday as a national holiday is that I 
believe the jury is still out as to whether he was a hero 
or a villain. I have not forgotten that while Americans 
were fighting and dying in Vietnam, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., gave his full support to the North Vietnamese 
Communists. Is this really the kind of man you and 1 
should honor with a national holiday?" 
WOMEN SPEAK AGAINST THOMAS 

The real question is: Is Clarence Thomas realty the 
kind of man Bush should honor by appointing him to 
the Supreme Court? As a Black mother in" Inglewood, 
CaLputit: 

"Clarence Thomas stopped being Black a king time 
ago, and all his emotional appeals about racism during 
the hearings were as phony as a $4 bill He showed his 
contempt for Black women a long time ago in his re
marks about his sister on welfare. But relationships be
tween Black men and Black women are so tenuous that 
I can understand how some Blacks felt it was wrong 
that the hearings were so open, on nationwide TV. 

"Then we had the racist Republicans all of a sud
den screaming about racism, turning the tables on 
the Democrats. Meanwhile the Democrats never did 
what they should have done in the first place, that 

is, investigate Thomas' philosophy. It came down to 
appealing to people's emotions, not their minds. As 
women I think we've learned that we have to start 
organizing ourselves. We have no friends in the Sen
ate or on the Supreme Court.'' 

Another Black woman, in Chicago, told me, "Clarence 
Thomas' proclamation that the hearings were a 'high-
tech lynching' was the button that Bush pushed to gar
ner support in the Black community. It was a very clev
er ploy." 

DEEP U.S. RACISM AND SEXISM 
That cynical ploy worked because of the deep racism 

and sexism in wis country which is represented by the 
whole Senate. That was seen in the unprecedented, vi
cious attack on Anita Hill by the Republicans, acting 
wholeheartedly under Bush's orders; and from the 
mealy-mouthed Democrats, stung by the charges of rac
ism and thereby contributing to putting not Thomas, 
but Anita Hill, on trial Although Hill was questioned by 
all white men—the men who are part of an old boys' 
club—she took on each question with thought and dig
nity. What happened to Anita Hill is no different from 
what happens at any rape or sexual harassment trial 
The woman is prosecuted. 

Bush's reactionary drive for a "new world order" 
is coining home to roost as he exploits the divisions 
in the Buck movement. What has now arisen stark
ly and needs especially to be confronted is the divi
sion among Black women. 

A white women's liberationist and long time activist 
wrote me saying, "We cannot allow ourselves illusions. 
The polls indicating Black and women's—Black and 
white—support for Thomas show Bush's ideological he
gemony and the deep retrogesaion in thought. This 
shows the continuing ability of the rulers to use whatev
er comes their way to their own advantage. How is it 
possible? What can we do? The challenge to Women's 
Liberation, and all the freedom movements, is very deep 
for the difficult period ahead." 

Black women opposing sexual harassment have a his-
(continued on page 2) 

Woman in Soweto is comforted when a relative is 
one often people murdered by gunmen, Oct. 13. 

"The most disturbing evidence of what this would 
turn into comes from Mozambique," writes Africa Con
fidential (Sept. 27, 1991), "where Renamo is an exam
ple of a (terrorist) unit which ran out of control. It is 
now proving almost impossible for the Mozambican gov
ernment to negotiate peace with Renamo precisely be
cause it is not a movement of political origin and cannot 
easily be dealt with by political means. The same could 
one day happen in South Africa." 

A look at the devastation in Mozambique and the poli
tical destabilization in Angola, signalled by the return of 
that U.S.-sponsored butcher, Jonas Savimbi, reveals 
this barbarous vision of South Africa's future. 
ANGOLA: SAVIMBI, IMF, 
DESTABILIZATION 

Some 50,000 supporters turned out to greet the Ango
lan mercenary leader Jonas Savimbi on his return to 
the Angolan capital of Luanda in early October, after 16 
years of carrying out his U.S./South Africa backed coun
ter-revolutionary war against the Angolan people and 
the MPLA (Popular Movement for the Liberation of An
gola) government. Addressing the crowd, Savimbi had 
the temerity to declare that "We should be ashamed to 
have fought among ourselves all these years"! This cyn
ical rhetoric was in preparation for the September, 1992 
elections called for in the U.S.-Soviet Union sponsored 
"peace accords." 

Beneath the Bush administration's rhetoric about bol
stering democracy in the Third World, "The thuggish 
character of America's Third World clients reveals 
American ambivalence toward Third World democracy," 
contends Stephen Van Evera, writing in the Journal of 
Strategic Studies (June, 1990). "In Angola," Van 
Evera continues, "the Bush Administration backs an ex
tremely violent rebellion by the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). UNITA leader 
Jonas Savimbi preaches democracy and capitalism to 
credulous conservative audiences in America, but he 
runs a brutal quasi-Stalinist autocracy in the territory 
he controls in Angola. He has murdered UNITA dissi
dents, and once burned an entire family at a public bon
fire as 'witches.'" 

Meanwhile, the dos Santos MPLA government has en
tered squarely onto the road of capitalist development, 

(continued on page 10) 
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Woman as Reason 
Austin, Texas—About 250 scholars and activists, 

most of them women, came together here Oct. 18-20 for 
what proved to be an exciting and important interdisci
plinary conference on "Women and War." Speakers in
cluded graduate students, professors and activists in 
struggles on and off campus—especially from the Chica-
no and Black ghetto of East Austin. 

The conference was organized by women graduate 
students at the University of Texas CUT) who, when 
confronted with the prospect of war in the Persian Gulf 
a year ago, decided on a conference as a way to discuss 
how George Bush's ideological assault has escalated the 
war on women and obscured our "everyday wars" 
against Bush's and other rulers' retrogression. They 
were determined that any meaningful discussion of 
what to do had to break down the division between UT 

| Stop abusive cops! | 
Berkeley, Cal.—Three women here are spearhead

ing a campaign to have an officer-fired from the Univer
sity of California (UC) police department; Iii a press 
conference in October, the women announced three sep
arate complaints against officer Alex Takaoka for sexual 
harassment and sexual assault occurring while each was 
held in detention. A flyer was released jvjthra photo
graph of the officer warning, "Alex Takj|)|fi/|rmed and 
Dangerous. No one is safe until he is fired. It's up to us 
to get him offoftheUC Force." J - ( l-.?-k ' 

Kathleen Russell, accused Takaoka of sexually intimi
dating behavior. "He leered at me, suggestivelyitelling 
me to 'just relax,' and 'trust me.' His last-words were, 
'Kathleen, I hope we can meet again someday^..under 
different circumstances.'" Russell, a UC student, was 
charged with trespassing while on campus during a pro
test against the Persian Gulf War. 

Carol Denney was arrested at Peoples Park, a dis
puted plot of land which the University owns the ti
tle to, but is claimed by homeless people and com
munity activists who have occupied it for 20 years. 
For kicking a volleyball, Denney was booked on 
trespassing charges. She complained that while in 
the holding cell, Takaoka "bashed my head against 
the concrete wall repeatedly after I objected to his 
searching of another female arrestee." She was then 
hog-tied with leather restraints. 

Max Ventura was also arrested at Peoples Park and 
charged with trespassing. She accused Takaoka of digi
tal rape. She told supporters, "While I was handcuffed 
with my hands behind by back, he grabbed my crotch 
and jammed his finger up my vagina...his face was wax
en and expressionless as he stared beyond me." 

Against the backdrop of Professor Anita Hill's charges 
against Judge Clarence Thomas, the cases of these three 
Berkeley women, along with that of an Oakland, Cal., 
woman who was raped in her home by an on-duty Oak
land police officer, are nurturing a local movement to 
confront the issue of sexual abuse of women by cops and 
government bureaucrats. 

The women are planning three law suits against UC. 
Officer Takaoka has been assigned to desk duty for an 
unspecified length of time. For more information call 
Community Defense, Inc. at (510) 644-2606. 

—Berkeley radical 

,i&**^ Women-
Worldwide 

by Mary- Jo Grey 
Five thousand nurses in Paris, France staged a sit-in in 
front of the government Health Ministry, Oct. 10, de
manding more staff, higher wages and better working 
conditions. As we go to press they remain on strike. 

* * * 
Over 10,000 people poured into the streets of San Fran
cisco, Cal., Oct. 5, to demonstrate support for women's 
right to choose, and opposition to the gag rule, parental 
consent laws and the nomination of Clarence Thomas to 
the Supreme Court. The march was organized by over 
50 groups and drew very young women and older wom
en who recounted their experiences with illegal butcher 
abortions. Some signs read: "U.S. out of my uterus!" 
and "Not every ejaculation deserves a name." 

* * * 
Child tobacco workers in the Jember province of Indo
nesia have formed their own organization, Paguyuban 
("solidarity in the community"), to protect their rights 
and improve their working conditions. The children, 
mainly young girls, meet regularly to discuss their prob
lems tocludrng: long hours; less than minimum wage; 
loss'of wages if production standards are not met; loss 
of two days wages for missing one day's work, and sexu
al harassment which often leads to prostitution. 

—Information: Asian Women Workers Newsletter 
* * * 

Overturning 250 years of "sexual slavery," Britain's 
highest court ruled, Oct. 23, that marital rape is a 
crime. Supporters of Women Against Rape called the 
ruling—which denied the appeal of a man convicted of 
assaulting his estranged wife—a "fantastic day for 
women everywhere." Tl > women were evicted from the 
gallery when they "daret " applaud the decision. 

Texas 'Women and War' conference 
shows opposition to Bush's wars iUOtt! 

• - ' .He! 

and the rest of Austin. 
Reality was always a part of the conference and 

made the urgency of fighting retrogression tangible. 
We were all talking of the hearings on Professor 
Anita Hill's charges of sexual harassment against 
now Justice Clar
ence Thomas, and 
the horrible massa
cre of 14 women 
and eight men just 
a few miles away by 
a man who wrote 
vitriolically of wom
en as "vipers." In-
'eed, a woman with 
two children, a 
friend of one of the 
conference partici
pants, had been 
murdered in the 
massacre. 

One workshop, 
"Chicanas and 
Mexicanas Working 
for Social Environmental Justice," showed the 
Multidimensional nature of people's freedom struggles 
as the Chicanas discussed how to fight the polluting of 
iEasV Austin, gave information on differing rates of can-
&jr&gifcr are demanding environmental and community 
accountability from companies even before they build in 
East Austin. {To read about the "youth at risk" panel 
held the next day, see the story on page 11.) 

Thomas/Hill hearings 
(continued from page 1) 

MWSM 

tory that can help us. In the 1960s it was one of the 
leaders of the Civil Rights Movement (CRM), Stokely 
Carmichael, who said, "The only position for women in 
the movement is prone." This was the attitude of many 
men in the CRM. 

Time and again Black women have fought these atti
tudes. In 1973 the National Black Feminist Organiza
tion issued a statement that rings just as true today: 

"We are often asked the ugly question, 'Where are 
your loyalties? To the Black movement or the Femi
nist movement?* Well, it would be nice if we were 
oppressed as women Monday through Thursday, 
then oppressed as Blacks the rest of the week. We 
could combat one or the other on those days—but 
we have to fight both every day of the week. We will 
encourage the Black community to stop falling into 
the trap of the white male left, utilizing women in 
terms of domestic or servile needs. We will remind 
the Black Liberation Movement that there can't be 
liberation for a half a race." 

Enormous damage has been done to the struggle for 
Women's Liberation. It is doubtful—after witnessing 
the hell that Anita Hill endured—that many women will 
take legal action against their harassers. Yet what has 
emerged and was totally unexpected by Bush and his 
sexist degenerate cronies is the kind of self-organization 
that appears to be emerging among Black Women. 

WOMEN IN DEFENSE OF OURSELVES 
It can be seen in the mailing from Black women to 

Black women that has just been sent out widely, asking 
for donations to put a full page ad in the New York 
Times and African American papers countrywide to pro
test Thomas' official seating on the Supreme Court. The 
draft of the statement is titled, "African American 
Women in Defense of Ourselves." In the body of the 
draft they write: 

"[W]e were outraged by the racist and sexist treat
ment of Professor Anita Hill, an African American wom
an who was maligned, castigated, and slandered for dar
ing to come forward and tell her experience of sexual 
abuse. Such malicious slander was an insult to all Afri
can American women and sent a dangerous message to 
any woman who might be contemplating a sexual ha
rassment complaint,..." a * 

The letter requesting funds for the ad also has a 
place to indicate that, "I would like to have Imy 
name included on a mailing list of African American 
women to explore the possibi ty of establishing an 
African American women's network to more effec
tively respond to this type of is>ue in the future.''*; 'T 

Professor Hill's bold act thr >w a spotlight on the 
whole question of human relationships. Totally new hu
man relations are what the Women's Liberation Move
ment is all about; that's what gives our movement the 
opportunity to work out its affinity to Marx's, human
ism. There simply is no other way to achieve the needed 
total uprooting of the deeply degenerate state of those 
human relations today. That need was made agonizingly 
clear in the reaction to Hill's testimony, and the humili
ating abuse heaped on her by the senators. Will this 
new organization being formed by Black women encour
age the kind of deep thought needed to fight the ideo
logical attack that Bush has launched against Black 
women and all those who fight for freedom? 

—Diane Lee 

•A TIME F O R THINKING' r ^ 
Passionate discussion poured out after the. keynote 

addresses, one on "Rape and the New World Order" by 
writer Susan Jeffords. The other, "What Can We Learn 
from the Anti-War Movement?" was by Chicana author 
Elizabeth Martinez, an activist since the 1960s. Marti
nez began by saying she was "still reeling from the past 
week's events, the hearings on Clarence Thomas and 
the massacre in Texas," and emphasized that "it feels 
like a time for thinking." 

What characterized the outpouring of comments 
after her talk was an urgency to work out where do 
we go from here. So determined were women to do 
something about the present oppressive reality that 
suggestions for another conference, or for a meeting 
specifically on what to do next, kept coming up. 

This questioning spilled over into the session, "Wit
nesses-to War: SouGh Africa and the Middle East." 
There Nour-Eldin, an Egyptian, who with women peace 
activists visited Baghdad after the war, recounted how 
the Iraqi sponsors silenced all attempts to criticize Hus
sein's invasion of Kuwait and the repression of the 
Shi'ite and Kurdish revolts that followed. Her com
ments—along with those of Barbara Lubin, who spoke 
on support for Palestinian self-determination, and 
Sebiletso Matabane, a South African who spoke on her 
government's attempts to "divert a dream"—unleashed 
a heated discussion that continued into the dinner hour. 
L E T T H E DIALOGUE CONTINUE 

We spoke on the panel "Anti-War, Anti-Imperialism: 
Women in Resistance" where we explored, from two dif
ferent vantage points, Raya Dunayevskaya's work Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philos
ophy of Revolution and raised questions on the need 
for theory and practice to be grounded in the re-creation 
of Marx's philosophy to be able to fight Bush's attack 
on the idea of freedom and revolution. Frances Payne 
Adler, an activist poet, challenged the "silences" aca-
demia fosters in women and Carolyn Warmbold spoke 
passionately of women journalists reporting on revolu
tionary movements. 

While the conference may have been small, it was 
very objective because it was part of the very thing 
that Bush fears most: our determination to control 
our own lives and to create a new society. Women 
who planned and attended this conference didn't 
act as if their ideas had been rendered meaningless 
or as if they had no control over their future. Rath
er they were fighting against Bush's ideological as
sault, as well as his actual wars, and therefore mani
fested the category Raya Dunayevskaya created, 
"Women as Revolutionary Force and Reason." 

For this exciting development to become a new begin
ning it has to establish continuity with the historic 
course of human development—with both the history of 
people fighting for freedom and the development of the 
Idea of freedom. The "Women and War" conference was 
one of tiie most important openings to emerge recently 
in fighting Bush's degenerate plans for our future. Let's 
continue the dialogue and the reports of our activities 
and ideas through News & Letters. Our pages are open. 

—Laurie G. and Terry Moon 

* To get in touch with these women and/or send money, write to Afri
can American Women in Defense of Ourselves, 317 S. Division St., Suite 
1«9, Ann Arbor, MI 48104. 

Discover the todayness of: 
Rosa Luxemburg, Women's 

Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution 

by Raya Dunayevskaya 

• in Adrienne Rich's 
discussion of Nadine 
Gordlmer in relationship 
to Raya Dunayevskaya's 
philosophy of Marxist-
Humanism in Rich's 
1991 Foreword. 

• Irl the challenge to all 
post-Marx Marxists in 
mir sage «f i state-capital-

• In Black women's demand that all learn "a 
new language—the language of thought" 
—against those who would put any limitation 
tb fr^e^r(.J,,:f ^ : ^ : : 

Don't miss this new expanded 1991 edition 
with previously unpublished writings by Raya 
Du&ayevkaya. 

Send $12.95 plus $1.05 for postage to: 
News & Letters, 59 E. Van Buren, Room 707, 

Chicago, n 60605 

—H — 
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Columbia U. clerical union in disarray 
New York, N.Y.—After working three months 

without a contract, clerical workers at Columbia Uni
versity voted (627 to 26) to take strike action. The Uni
versity has refused to move on its position demanding 
give-backs in health benefits and seniority rights on lay
offs and offering a 3% wage rise to an already underpaid 
staff, the majority of whom are women and minorities. 

The administration, which denies that it pays Black 
and other minorities on average $1100 less than white 
workers for the same job, has made it clear that long
time workers have no place at Columbia and that they 
can and will be replaced. Ironically it is the union, UAW 
Local 65, not the University, that continues to remind 
us of the threat of unemployment. 
"NEW STRATEGIES" 

The union, which won recognition after a three-day 
strike in 1985, has led us on a series of "new strate
gies"—two one-day strikes. Nearly the whole member
ship of close to 1,000 came out for the first one-day 
strike, and many called for a full strike starting then, 
which took the union leadership by surprise. 

The second one-day strike on a Friday, the slowest 
day of the week, drew less support. The leadership used 
that to justify its limited action, but some members felt 
that it was the other way around. Campus life went on 
virtually uninterrupted; few knew that we were on 
strike; and the net effect was that the University saved 
a day's pay. 

Demoralization is setting in among the staff who feel 
that the union is more concerned with not "alienating" 

OCAW: democratic union? 
Carson, Cal.—M this month's meeting of the 

ARCO unit of OCAW (Oil, Chemical and Atomic Work
ers) Local 1-128 we voted to get out of the company's 
Partners In Change (PIC) committee. More commonly 
referred to as Partners In Crime, PIC was set up by 
ARCO and the union as a version of "team concept." 
PIC has done little over the past two years but organize 
a canned goods drive for families of those sent to fight 
in the Persian Gulf and publish a newsletter. 

After our vote we were told by an International Rep 
that the vote was out of order. We're not allowed to vote 
ourselves out! Why not? He says it's because he signed 
the agreement with ARCO to found PIC and, therefore, 
the whole Local (representing workers at over 15 differ
ent companies) has to vote on our participation. 

At the next Local meeting a week later the Interna
tional Rep's only words to us were that he knows our 
fight for parity with wages at other local refineries is 
important, but there are two things more important: (1) 
electing pro-labor Democrats and (2) working with the 
bosses to fight new environmental regulations. Discus
sion was ruled out of order as he said this under "Good 
and Welfare," but there's sure been some discussion 
since then. 

Right after the meeting, discussion centered around 
what the good was of electing Democrats and around 
the OCAW Secretary-Treasurer's new Labor Party Ad
vocates group. A few weeks later people are still talking 
about environmental regulations, questioning why we 
should line up with the bosses. As one worker said, 
"Any rules that really stop putting this crap into the at
mosphere not only protect the environment, they pro
tect us!" 

The OCAW prides itself on being a democratic union. 
Now that our votes are ruled out of order because they 
interfere with an International Rep's dreams of glory, 
some people are questioning what "democratic union" 
really means. —Member, OCAW Local 1-128 

Workshop Talks 
(continued from page 1) 

Throughout this whole period of time I felt so con
fused, isolated and hurt. Even though I "know all 
about" sexism, deep down I could not understand why 
anyone, especially someone who knew me and worked 
with me every day, would treat me, a human being, in 
this way. This incident so affected me that, when I was 
offered a good paying job this summer where I would 
have been the first and only woman in my job, I turned 
it down, unwilling to put myself into such a situation 
again. 

WOMAN—OR CO-WORKER? 
One woman commentator I heard on the radio dis

cussing sexual harassment in the workplace said that 
we must remember that we are first and foremost co
workers, and the fact that we are men and women must 
remain far in the background. Isn't this just the other 
side of the coin? Just as capitalism fragments workers, 
using our hands and our backs, denying our minds, so 
this commentator and the men who see only my sexual 
side want to divide me up into pieces. Who I am, the 
way I think and act, is based on the experience of being 
a woman worker in this sexist, capitalist sodety. I don't 
want to have to choose between being a woman and a 
co-worker. I can't. 

Karl Marx wrote that, in response to capitalism's 
fragmentation, workers experience "...the need for uni
versality, the tendency towards an integral development 
af the individual..." This "quest for universality" is a 
rejection of the compartmentalization that capitalism 
imposes and a striving to bring together all aspects of 
ife and labor, of ideas and experience. Isn't this the ba
ds for developing new, human relations between women 
ind men? 

the faculty and students than with listening to rank-
and-file voices. This has meant consulting with faculty 
and even management before the membership. One 
worker heard of the "surprise" second one-day strike 
from her supervisor, who gave her extra work to finish 
up that would have been done on the strike day! 

The union waited three months after the contract ex
pired before it threatened a strike, because students and 
faculty were on vacation. It made no attempt during 
that time to have meetings, discuss issues and develop 
rank-and-file involvement. It is as if they can turn us on 
and off (just as they did in 1988 when they fired us up 
for a strike and then pushed a compromise contract on 
us), and then blame us for lack of commitment. 
TOO COSTLY TO ACT? 

Whenever militant tactics are argued, the union re
sponds with lowest common denominator arguments, 
i.e., that some don't support an all-out strike. The fail
ure of the one-day strike to have any perceivable effect 
has encouraged a feeling that it is too costly to take any 
action. However, many still feel that the only way to 
gain momentum and pressure Columbia is to go out on 
indefinite strike. There are plenty of "new tactics" that 
could be employed then. 

Certainly everyone recognizes that a prolonged strike 
might not win and could cripple us. Most of us live pay 
check to pay check. One picket line chant might be "3% 
won't pay the rent," repeated up to 10%. Perhaps 10% 
would pay the rent, but the union is asking for only 6%! 
Closing the University down, reaching out to other 
workers and to the students from the picket line is sure
ly the only real power we have as a union. That was 
how we got the union in the first place. —Shelley 

- . » ' <i" 

Members of International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union Local 187 have been on strike 
against Rainfair Inc. in Racine, Wise, for over 
four months. The 136 workers, 80% women, 
many Black or Latina, received only one 250 
raise in the last 12 years. 

M A W 

Working Women for Freedom 
Why [does the company] always go to the men when 

they want to raise the standards? Could it be they 
know a lot of the women feel, "Why build all these ex
tra tires for the company?" 

—from a woman worker at Uniroyal 

To order this pamphlet, see literature ad on page 7 
0*Sf* 

Upholsterers'strike 
Emeryville, Cal.—The workers at National Uphol

stery Co. need your support! They've been at their pick
et line at 40th and Adeline (near Oakland) since Oct. 11 
to put a stop to the owner's attempts to take away bene
fits and break their union, Local 3 of the Upholsterers' 
International. This factory employs 50 mostly Latino 
workers who make 300 pieces of expensive furniture a 
month, each of which sells for up to $10,000. 

Said one striker: "We get orders in from the White 
House, United Nations, Oprah Winfrey. This stuff is so 
expensive they have dozens of supervisors standing over 
us constantly so that everything is perfect. If something 
is off by a fraction of an inch it gets torn down and re
built. It's inhuman the way they treat us in there, yet 
they won't give us a fair contract." 

The workers I talked to say the scabs are being con
sidered "permanent replacements" by the boss, yet 
they're confident of victory. One had this to say: "We 
don't say can we win, we say we have to win, because 
there are three other union factories across the Bay in 
San Francisco on strike, too, and the other owners are 
watching this one to see if he can break us. If we go 
down, we'd: all lose the union and our jobs." 

Help stop a scab company! Come to the picket line 
6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

c, —Strike supporter 
: Ci 

Terminated by bank 
Los Angeles, Cal.—l will always remember Sept. 

26 as a very difficult date when several other workers 
and myself were laid off from First Interstate Bank. Af
ter working for this institution for five years of hard 
mental and physical labor, stress, bitterness and harass
ment from the managers, I was notified in ten minutes 
that my position had been terminated. In other words, 
my work load was placed on the backs of other workers 
for the sake of capitalist profit and restructuring. 

Many of my co-workers, when they received the news, 
took this action as the end of their lives and felt hope
less. Many of these people worked for this institution 
for 10, 15 or 20 years. A friend, a person who used to 
invest ten hours a day, working under constant pres
sure, and who was receiving psychological treatment 
due to job stress, had a nervous breakdown. Others 
were worried about being able to support their families, 
to pay their debts and to find another job. 

In this time of economic crisis the banking industry 
and many service sector businesses are suffering great 
losses. It is a very difficult time for labor. There are 
no jobs, and the competition among the workers is 
increasing constantly, which means that our wages 
are being lowered. Labor is a commodity that has to 
be sold to the capitalists without any bargaining or ne
gotiation. We are at their mercy. 

The majority of the workers at First Interstate Bank 
are people from the Third World, mainly Asian. Black 
people are very few. The consensus of many managers is 
that Black people and Latinos are lazy, but the reality is 
that Latino and Black people are always fighting back. 
We are the last hired and the first to be fired. 

Women are treated in a very chauvinistic way. All 
workers are overloaded. Many workers are scared of 
the future, because even the ones that stayed are 
under the danger of being fired, especially with the 
introduction of more automation to compete with 
other banks.. 

The tendency of the capitalists is not only to control 
our freedom, it is also to control our minds and our 
wills. That is why they want to make workers believe 
that the company is our family and that we work as a 
team for our benefits. In reality we all work to be able 
to survive and for the sake of the capitalist investor. 
Workers must transform their minds to also transform 
the world, to build a society without unemployment. 

—Manolo Tavares 

U.S. worker to Russians: this is not paradise either 
Chicago, 111.—last week several co-workers were 

discussing the Soviet situation. They were talking about 
how Communism didn't work and now the people are 
going to have a "democratic" government over there. 
They were saying it like it was a great thing that was 
happening. So I got into the discussion. 

I said, "Yeah, now they can have a democratic form of 
government with all the benefits that go along with it, 
just like we have here." Two of the older workers 
looked at each other and laughed. They didn't buy this. 
There was one younger worker there, and his attitude 
was different. He insisted that it's going to be great over 
there, just like it is here. 

This younger guy said that Russians are always living 
under the threat of being stopped by the police and 
asked to show their ID papers. I told him that we have 
something like that here; it's "show me your license" or 
your state ID. When I was a kid, I was stopped twice 
in one block one Friday evening because there was 
a gang of Puerto Ricans running around ripping off 
purses. It didn't matter to the police that I wasn't 
Puerto Rican. It was right at rush hour on a busy in
tersection, and it made me feel real good to be frisked in 
front of hundreds of people. 

Then this guy said that the Soviet people have the 
KGB watching them. I said we don't have the KGB 
here, but we have the FBI and these credit agencies. 
They know everything about you. Then he said they 

treat their workers bad over there. I told him that I 
have to work overtime because my daughter and I have 
been sick this summer. I owe three different hospitals 
money, and the company's insurance won't pay for it. 

This same guy thinks that minorities are inferior, as 
do the police in our neighborhood. They call us tamale-
rollers, raisinheads, spies, and tell us "Go back to Mexi
co," "Go back to Puerto Rico," "Go back to the res." It 
doesn't matter to them that we're Puerto Rican, 
we're Mexican, we're Native American. We're all the 
same to them. This is paradise? This is the way it's 
supposed to be all over the world? 

If the people in the Soviet Union knew what is going 
on here, I think the situation would be a whole lot dif
ferent. I've been reading a lot this summer, and I think 
it would be different if the Russian people could read 
what Raya Dunayevskaya wrote, because I know it's 
changed my life. One thing that I wish they could read 
especially is about the dual rhythm of revolution: 

'\..notjust the overthrow of the old, but the creation of 
the hew; not just the reorganization of the objective, mate
rial foundations but the release of subjective personal free
dom, creativity, and talents. In a word, there must be such 
appreciation of the movement from below, from practice, 
that we never again let theory and practice get separated. 
That is the corner stone" (Rosa Luxemburg, Women's 
Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, p. 
108). —Martin Almora 
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From the writings of Ray a Dunayevskaya 

Marxist-Humanist Archives 
by Raya Dunayevskaya 

Founder of Marxist-Humanism 
Editor's note: After completing Rosa Luxemburg, 

Women's Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revo
lution in 1982, Raya Dunayevskaya wrote a number of 
letters to friends and colleagues concerning the method
ology of projecting Marxist-Humanism as a body of 
ideas. The availability this year of all three of her major 
theoretic works in new editions makes especially timely 
the following critique written to the youth of News and 
Letters Committees. The document appears in ex
cerpted form; it can be studied in full in The Raya 
Dunayevskaya Collection, microfilm #8185. 

_ v .. June 5,1984 
Dear Youth: ' 

Please note that the three quotations below are all 
from our own writings and cover the whole of the 30 
years of the existence of Marxist-Humanism. This is 
done not in chronological order. Rather it-skips from 
the first period of the *950s, which extends to the 
1960s, and then skips* to the 1980s. The 1990s, more
over, are quoted not from Philosophy and"fteStoiution 
but from a talk about that work, given to> jUstttolarly, 
non-Marxist organization, the Hegel Society dtf America. 
Each historic period, as it relates to Youth, few its own 
reason for being where it is, as you will see?- • *: s .' 

"We feel that the youth are a mpsl*1$reciou8 '' 
source of our development. We recognise that 
even though the youth are not directly ihydtved iii 
production, they are the ones whose iteWsm in 
the finest sense of the word combines with opposi
tion to existing adult society in so unique a way 
that it literally brings them alongside the workers 
as builders of the new society." 

—1958 Amendment to Constitution of News 
and Letters Committees, adopted 1956 
"That which Hegel judged to be the synthesis of 
the 'Self-Thinking Idea' and the 'Self-Bringing-
Forth of Liberty,' Marxist-Humanism holds, is 
what Marx had called the new society... it is on 
this basis that we are asking those who agree with 
our principles to join us and take organizational 
responsibility for projecting Marxist-Humanism 
because, in truth, philosophy itself does not reach 
its full articulation until it has discovered the 
right organizational form." 

—Combination of paragraphs added to p. 195 
of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution and the 1982 
Perspectives of News and Letters Committees 

"Far from the unity of the Theoretical and Practi
cal Idea being an ultimate, or pinnacle, or a hier
archy, the Absolute Idea is a new beginning... This 
is not exactly a summons to the barricades, but 
Hegel is asking us to have our ears as well as our 
categories so attuned to the 'Spirit's urgency'... 
that we rise to the challenge of working out... a to
tally new relationship of philosophy to actuality 
and action as befits a 'birth-time of history.' This 
is what makes Hegel a contemporary." 

—My 1974 Paper to the Hegel Society of 
America, included in Art and Logic in Hegel's 
Philosophy 

The reason for taking up a whole page with quota
tions arises, not because I'm trying to have quotations 
supply the answer which only a comprehensive outlook 
can provide, nor because I'm looking for some single 
"root cause." Rather, the reason is that each must be 
considered as reflecting the whole body of ideas. What I 
do then is to single out what needs concretization for 
the specific time and the particular problem. The meth
odology, the dialectics of development in both philoso
phy (Self-Determination of the Idea) and praxis, is 
what must meet the historic test. The 30 years of hard 
labor it took to answer the call of each specific decade, 
as it both summed up and was rooted in the continent 
of thought and of revolution that the founder of all of 
us, Marx, discovered, created the ground for anticipat
ing the future. It is this, when measured against the 

On listening to Marx think as 
challengers to post-Marx Marxists 
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objective situation, that reveals the future, not "pro
phetically" but as the future implicit in the present, 
that is to say, as it logically, dialectically flows from the 
present. 
I. THE 'WHY BEHIND THE SINGLING OUT 
OF YOUTH AS REVOLUTIONARY FORCE 
IN THE MID-1950S TO THE MID-1960S 

The first quotation from the News and Letters Con
stitution, which singled out youth as a special category 
in our first decade of unique, philosophically-indepen
dent existence that was to become organizational in the 
mid-1950s, led to the merging of two very, very differ
ent periods—one from the reactionary McCarthy period 
that was designated by the tired radicals as "end of ide
ology"; and the other initiating the turbulent, revolu
tionary period of the 1960s. Hold in mind, also, that it 
was precisely when the so-called "beat generation" 
with "no ideology" reigned that it was not only the 
tired radicals, but the scholar-revolutionaries like Her
bert Marcuse, who also declared the age to be one of 
"One-Dimensional Man." We, on the other hand, hit 
out against such a fantastic and totally pes
simistic concept. Instead, we declared that it 
was Marcuse's thought that was one-dimen
sional. The new generation that rejected the 
world they did not make, on the contrary, 
signaled a new age of revolution.1 It is nec
essary never to separate internationalism 
froita nationalism. Had Marcuse (who cer
tainly considered himself an international
ist) practicedl internationalism, instead of 
considering the 4956 Hungarian Revolution 
jtist a'nationalist opposition to Russia, he 
could have seen what was in those totalitar
ian countries of East Europe—the youth ini
tiating the revolution in Hungary. Indeed, 
some were mere children—only 11- and 12-
year-olds—who threw the Molotov cocktails 
at the very rulers who had taught them in 
the Communist schools how to make them. 

Now reread that paragraph from the Con
stitution and tarry at the following words—"source," 
"idealism," "combined with opposition." Here I must 
stop to explain the history, the ongoing history, as well 
as the philosophy needed to fully understand "lan
guage." As against the political-economic use of the 
word "source" as something just material, Amilcar 
Cabral2 used it in a unique way. He refused to separate 
it from the live Subject—revolutionaries; he merged 
source with Subject; he stressed that the 
youth—children, actually—had passed out leaflets to the 
Portuguese soldiers asking why they were fighting Afri
can freedom fighters instead of fighting their fascist op
pressors. Remember also that both Cabral and Eduardo 
Mondlane singled out women as well as youth. (See 
Mondlane's The Straggle for Mozambique, Penguin 
Books, 1969, which has a beautiful picture of the wom
en's delegation at the FRELIMO Congress.) It's in that 
unique way that I used the word "source" in our Con
stitution when I wrote "the youth are a most precious 
source" of our development. 

As for the word "idealism," it is all too often used as 
if it meant only bourgeois ideological thought, and as if 
it were the absolute opposite of "materialism." We, 
however, added to that word, idealism, "combined with 
opposition to existing adult society...brings them along
side the workers as builders of a new society." Again, 
bear in mind the historic period in which this was 
said—the Korean War, McCarthyism. It was the period 
also when Marx's Humanism first appeared and that pe
riod "objectively" was hardly a propitious period for our 
birth. Marcuse, for example, was then working on what 
became his One-Dimensional Man, which at first he 
called "the new technological reality." He was rejecting 
our interpretation both of the youth and the proletariat, 
specifically Workers Battle Automation [News and 
Letters Committees, I960]. So it wasn't only the catego
ry of youth as revolutionary force but the youth and the 
proletariat, and we were singling out youth at a very 
specific, historic period, showing that the future was in
herent in the present. The future, indeed, came very 
soon, as the 1960s came to be, for which we had the 
philosophic ground in Marxism and Freedom., , ' 

The whole question of the late 1950s extending a$jt$iB 
way to 1968 is the duality within the revolutionajy 
movement, especially the youth who wanted just activi
ty. We, on the contrary, showed that what is needed is 
to not be isolated from past as history and, as thought. 
This first has to be rearticukted, not as super^rigmal 
as Existentialism or Beatism or even just as Hegel de
scribes alienation, but as Marx and only Marx restated 
alienation as that which characterizes capitalism. Sec
ond negativity, on the other hand, is the revolutionary 
element in the dialectic which he spelled out and saw- in 
the praxis of the masses. ! ; v .̂-

The greatness of our early youth, tiny as it was, was 

1. Read my review of One-Dimensional Man in the Oberlm College 
student publication, The Activist, Fall 1964. Substantial excerpts were 
reprinted in News & Letters, March 1980. 
2. "When the 'return to the source' goes beyond the individual and is 
expressed through 'groups' or 'movements,' the contradiction is trans
formed into struggle (secret or overt), and is a prelude to the pre-inde-
pendence movement or of the struggle for liberation from the foreign 
yoke. So the 'return to the source' is of no historical importance unless 
it brings not only real involvement in the struggle for independence, but 
also complete and absolute identification with the hopes of the mass of 
the people" (Amilcar Cabral in Return to the Source, Monthly Re
view Press, 1973, p. 63). 

the proof of this dialectic methodology that' lei i » the 
singling out of youth as a revolutionary caijegory. It 
wrote the brightest chapter then because the newness 
of Marxist-Humanism was spelled out as a challenge to 
all others. This led to the issuance of The Young 
Marxist Humanist. It was issued on the most reaction
ary campus, University of California, Los Angeles, and 
at once produced a battle of ideas, not only with the Ad
ministration, but with bourgeois thought as a whole. 
For example, it led The Humanist to claim that they 
had the right to the title, "proving" it by their "copy
right." Eugene Walker illuminated the uniqueness of 
our title, stressing it was Marxist-Humanist, and insist
ing that two very different worlds, indeed, existed in 
each country.... That was the type of pride our youth 
had at a time when our body of ideas existed only in 
Marxism and Freedom: From 1776 Until Today, 
which traced through 200 years of history and showed 
how it all began in the age of revolutions—the industri
al, the American, the French, and the intellectual revo
lution in philosophy, i.e., the Hegelian dialectic—all of 

which laid the ground for the new revolutionary philos
ophy of Marx's Humanism. 
n . WHAT IS NEW IN THE 1980s THAT 
CREATED THE CATEGORY OF 
POST-MARX MARXISM? 

Now jump to the 1980s quotation. The essence 
there—and for us now that we have completed the trilo
gy of revolution with Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Lib
eration, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, which 
emboldened us to use the formulation "body of ideas" 
and "trilogy of revolution"—is this: Not only have the 
objective and subjective merged, and not only have both 
been existing in the organizational form called News 
and Letters Committees, but this organizational form is 
now directly related to Marx's philosophy of "revolution 
in permanence" as its ground. The youth especially 
must realize (that is, practice) what we quote from the 
1982 Perspectives: "philosophy itself does not reach its 
full articulation until it has discovered the right organi
zational form." 

It is that organizational form, News and Letters Com
mittees, which is t i e test of whether you fully under
stand what the "body of ideas" called Marxist-Human
ism is. To discuss this year's expression of it is surely 
not an administrative matter (for example, who will do 
the [Youth] column?). Rather, it is a question of: What 
ideas, what challenges are to be projected in the col
umn? How will our work in Latin American support 
committees or the anti-nuke movement be expressed 
differently from other years when the uniqueness of 
Marxist-Humanism got subordinated to activity sans 
philosophy? Why can the critique of the committees we 
work with, which we express at our own meetings, not 
be expressed directly to those committees, not in an elit
ist manner but as ideas for them to consider? In a word, 
how could the body of ideas be expressed so challenging-
hy by the early youth, when just one book expressed 
Marxist-Humanism, and we find it so difficult now, 
when we have the whole trilogy of revolution in our 
hands? And, above all, how could self-development be
come so separated from the Universal, or what is, even 
worse, made the equivalent of the Universal? Isn't it be
cause the organizational form of Marxist-Humanism, 
of philosophy of revolution in permanence, isn't made 
primary in our own minds? Why should there be any 
hesitation in asking for subs to N&L? 

...Permit me to quote the final paragraph of my letter 
of Aug. 13, 1983: "When we talk about 'thought-divers' 
we can see that Marx was the greatest of all. That's 
what I'm really appealing to the youth to do. Becoming 
a thought diver and an activist in this period demands 
nothing short of practicing the challenge to all post-
Vmk Ma5rpsis,(ana£thereby creating such new ground 
for* br|^rMatidnj 3suM fcbncretization of Marx's revolu
tion in permanence, ai to find a new way to let the actu
al revolution be." ' 1 r 

WL THE 1970s: RETURN TO THE 
PHILOSOPHIC SOURCE 

In large measure, the compulsion I felt to return to 
the philosophic source explains not only the reason for 
the non-chronological way I presented the quotations at 
the beginning of this letter, but also the reason I felt 
the same compulsion to do that at the last class on the 

(continued on page 11) 
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U.S./Russia arms proposals 
seek to disorient masses 

GeprgejBush's dramatic offer, on Sept. 27, to cut tac
tical nuclear weapons, followed by Mikhail Gorbachev's 
equally dramatic counter-proposal of Oct. 5 calling for 
even deeper cuts in the nuclear arsenals of Russia and 
the VJS., is hardly the "race to nuclear disarmament" 
some are claiming. It instead represents an effort to use 
"arms, control" to get the eyes of humanity off the ac
tions of the masses on the street,- who in Russia forced 
the hated Communist Party from power,, and back onto 
the machinations of the rulers, who are as determined 
as ever to maintain their deadly hold on power. 
BUSH'S UNILATERAL CUTS AND 
GORBACHEVS ONE-UPMANSHIP 

Bush's announcement of unilateral cuts in the now-
obsolete U.S. short-range nuclear weapons force was 
welcomed by Gorbachev, largely because it makes it eas
ier for him to obtain control over the nuclear missiles 
stationed in increasingly independent republics flike the 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan. At the same time," Gorba
chev's response represented a remarkable piece'-of one-
upmanship, in that he also called for negotiations to cut 
long-range nuclear missiles by 50% within seven years, 
something not envisioned in Bush's proposal. 

While that caught Bush off balance, the truly new 
factor in Gorbachev's response was that for the first 
time he indicated Russia will give the green light to 
the lLS.'s further development of "Star Wars." 
Whether or not that had anything to do with Secre
tary of Defense Cheney's statement that Russia 
shouldn't expect massive economic aid from the 
West unless it agrees to its arms agenda, it is one in
dication that the present stage of "arms control" 
maneuvering is opening the door to the develop
ment of a whole new stage of deadly nuclear weap
onry. 

That is also reflected in Bush's Sept. 27 proposal that 
Russia and the U.S. eliminate their ground-based multi
ple-warhead ICBMs. The appearance of cutting back on 
nuclear missiles is belied by the fact that Bush insists 
this will not prevent the U.S. from deploying a new gen
eration of highly accurate, single-warhead ICBMs, mod
eled on the Minuteman missile. 

Gorbachev has not yet responded to Bush's proposal 
on the multiple-warhead ICBMs. Whether or not this is 
due to pressure from the Russian military, it, too, has 
made it clear it will let nothing get in the way of devel
oping a new generation of deadly nuclear weapons. 

Not even the "momentous" events of Aug. 18-20 
managed to slow that down, as seen in the announce
ment, on Aug. 27, that Russia had completed work on 
the Kur'yer program, which involves the creation of a 
new ballistic missile similar to that of the Minuteman. 
[According to the Christian Science Monitor of Oct. 7, 

Gorbachev has "promised to draw up plans for produc
tion of a small mobile strategic missile, as well as other 
[nuclear] modernization." 

This is certainly not the first time the rulers have 
draped themselves in the mantle of "arms control" 
while pursuing a new stage of "nuclear moderniza
tion." What is new is how they have used these arms 
control proposals to convey the impression that it is 
they, and not the masses, who have the historic ini
tiative, even though but a month before the Russian 
masses helped defeat the reactionary coup. 

What has enabled the rulers to achieve this is the un
finished nature of the freedom struggles, not only in 
Russia, but right here in the U.S. What remains most 
unfinished of all is the battle to fill the philosophic void 
within the freedom movements. 

Though Gorbachev sought to take advantage of that 
by using arms control to subsume all discussion of the 
crises within Russia, he is not exactly the one calling all 
the shots. Though the Oct. 21 meeting of the Supreme 
Soviet was originally intended as a forum in which to 
showcase his arms proposals, its deliberations were 
drowned out by the refusal of key republics like the 
Ukraine to participate in it as well as by the emergence 
of new mass protests within Russia. 
THE NEW PROTESTS I N RUSSIA 

The protests are now directed, not at the discredited 
Stalinist "hardliners," but at their "democratic" p»oge-
ny, such as Mayors Popov of Moscow and Sobchak of S i 
Petersburg, as well as Russian President Yeltsin. Popov 
is being criticized for trying to reestablish an "adminis
trative control system" in the capital; Sobchak is under 
attack for moving his headquarters into the offices for
merly occupied by the Communist Party; and Yeltsin is 
under fire (as one official, Sergei Stankevich put it) "for 
relying completer/ on the old Communist Party apparat
chiks." With winter approaching, the Russian masses 
have clearly not yet had their last say. 

Nor, for that matter, have the masses within the 
U.S. Though Bush certainly expected his dramatic 
Sept. 27 speech to grab all the headlines, he now has 
to share them with reports of the deteriorating 
economy. Which doesn't mean he won't try to issue 
some new arms control proposal to regain those 
headlines, especially now that he has convened the 
Middle East "peace" conference. 

Whatever the rulers do, we must not, under any cir
cumstances, allow our thinking to be hemmed in by the 
horizons of their maneuvering. That requires separating 
ourselves from any illusions that either jhe long over
due collapse of Communism in Russia, or the effort of 
U.S. imperialism to establish single world mastery, in 
any way makes the world a safer place in which to live. 

The Black Dimension as Revolutionary 
and Ongoing Is Under Attack 

Explore the Black Dimension's relation to a philosophy of revolution 

Marxism and Freedom 
by Raya Dunayevskaya 

When Clarence Thomas can replace Thurgood Marshall on the Su
preme Court..Isn't it time to recover American Black history in the 
context of an ongoing philosophy ofliberation—Marxist-Humanism?', 

Read about Wendell Phi l l ips a n d the 
Abolit ionist movement: 

"And by the South I mean likewise a principle, 
and a locality, an element of civil life...the aristocra
cy of the skin which considers the Declaration of 
Independence a sham and democracy a 
snare—which believes that one third of the race" is 
born booted and spurred, and the other two thirds 
already saddled for that third to ride...That South is 
to be annihilated." . , . - . - « —page 280 
tj -{.: • :J),'S' >. >n t rrsl 

Trace the relationship of national and 
international in the Black Dimension: 

"We had singled out what characterized Marxist-
Humanism from the start—the two-way road be
tween the United States^andrSaujh A^Ma-jThat^ 
to say, the Black Dimenswjj represe^|sE |h^ "kind of 
nationalism that is insepafable from international
ism, which in our age is the focal point for both na
tional revolutions and the needed world revolu
tion." -page 4. 

Discover the Montgomery B u s Boycott a s 
Marxist-Humanism expressed it: 

"Because the spontaneity of the walkout and the 
organization of meir forces to keep up the boycott 
was a simuftdriebui action, it is here that we can 
see what, is 'truly.'historic and contains our fu-

%reVi.t^'greatest filing of all in this Montgomery, 
"Alabama, spontaneous organization was its own 
working existence." —page 281 

ll^iipk ..Marx's, reorganization of Capital 
under the impact of the Civil War in the 
U.S.: 

"Marx separated himself from self-styled Ameri
can Marxists who evaded the whole issue of the 
[Qmkfflmfy &&m& they were opposed to 'all slav
ery, wage and chattel' His analysis of the struggle 

,ibr ^he shortening of the working day comes to a 
climax when he writes of the relationship of the end 
of slavery to the struggle for the eight-hour day." 

—page 84 

New paperback edition from Columbia University Press 

Special Offer $15 (regularly $17.50) 
Order from News & Letters, 59 E. Van Buren, Chicago, IL 60605 

Mexico City: 
Ecological disaster 

Mexico City, Mexico—Living in the biggest city 
in the world, on the periphery of capitalism, is not easy; 
you have to survive a whole series of extreme situations. 
Without mentioning the extremely low wages, the high 
number of unemployed and the daily violence, let's just 
say that one of the most serious problems is the pollu
tion: Mexico City is a veritable ecological disaster zone. 

Mexico City was founded by the Aztecs on Lake 
Texcoco; furrowed with streets of water, and with float
ing gardens which moved about at their owners' desire, 
surrounded by an abundant fauna and artificial forests 
created by its inhabitants, the beauty of Tenochtitlan 
astonished its discoverer-conquerors, the Spaniards. 

Several decades of intensive and highly concen
trated industrial development were sufficient to 
make of this region an apocalyptic monster, a place 
hostile to life-.Of course,, today too there is fauna, 
but it's composed of an infinity of salmonellas and 
amoebas which teem in the air as part of the 600 
tons of human waste which are daily thrown up in 
the air »s fecal dust ("Confidential United Nations 
Study, 1988">, And this is not the worst of it, as, after 
all, l e a d e d benzene are even more noxious. 

Actu&!l& the complete menu consists of sulphur diox
ide, ozone} hydrocarbons, carbon monoxide, nitrogen 
dioxide, etc. Also, suspended particulates of dust, ashes, 
metals, cement....But why continue? The point is that 
there is now no air, if by that you mean what permits 
the development of human existence; what there is is a 
toxic mass in which we slowly die amid real mutations. 
CAPITAUSM IN THE PERIPHERY 

All of this is a typically capitalist product; it is 
plunderous capitalism in its peripheral version, because 
if Mexico is an attractive place for the investment of 
capital, that is not only due to the very low price of la
bor power, but also due to the "excellent" opportunities 
offered here to produce savagery, without having to 
take into account the survival of nature nor .of human 
beings. The devastation of Brazil's Amazon forests, one 
of the world's principal producers of oxygen, offers a 
parallel example of the characteristics the accumulation 
of capital assumes in the marginalized regions of the 
world market. 

The City of Mexico is like a great factory, an, enor
mous swarm in which co-exists twenty million human 
beings, three million vehicles and half the industrial 
plants of the country, that is, between 30,000 and 
36,000 factories, of which between 1,000 and 4,000 are 
highly polluting, principally paper mills, chemical plants 
and rubber processors. Result:...the life we inhabitants 
live is sad, that is, a corporal sadness; we are prone to 
depression, to sickness (our immune systems are deteri
orated), we live—or rather survive—in a continual state 
of headaches, irritability, listlessness, irritated eyes, diz
ziness, nausea, respiratory and cardiac insufficiencies.... 

And meanwhile, the government limits itself to 
warning us to avoid exercising outdoors, and if pos
sible to avoid going outside. Listen to Mr. Chirinos, 
Secretary of Ecology: T h e level of pollution hi Mex
ico City does not pose any danger; it is true there is 
an increase in respiratory illnesses, but we do not 
know whether or not this is due to the pollution." 
To see is to believe. What is certain is that living in 
Mexico City is equivalent to smoking two packs of 
cigarettes a day and that hi the past four years the 
level of pollution has completely passed the limits 
set by world health organizations. 

The generalized corruption in and outside of the gov
ernment apparatus also plays an important role: the 
auto pollution inspection stations pass the cars in ex
change for a seven to ten dollar bribe. Only nine inspec
tors without funds or specialized equipment oversee 
over 30,000 polluting factories. (It seems there's a con
cern not to "bother" the polluting "industrialists.") Fi
nally, information about the pollution is systematically 
manipulated: the levels of lead and benzene are not re
ported, and reports are done on arbitrarily limited 
zones, which deforms the information. A big pro-govern
ment propaganda apparatus has been put into gear to 
make us believe they are taking effective measures. 

ECOCIDAL BARBARISM 
The alarming levels of contamination reached in Mex

ico City now threaten the conditions for reproduction of 
capital itself; as in other parts of the world, the aug
mentation of value is itself threatened by the advance of 
the destruction of the very planet. The proletariat suf
fers from afflictions which reduce its productiyity;. A 
state of permanent illness increased the cost of repro
duction of the working class. That's why it it's not sur
prising that the organs for managing social capital have 
shown an urgent necessity to contain the ecotidal bar
barism. International organisms such as the World 
Bank are now pressuring Third World governmental 
who in turn try to discipline the voracity of the private 
capitals. 

However, we are conscious that as long as humanity 
remains imprisoned and extorted by the principle of the 
maximizing of profit, the only real option we have, fitted 
with the decadence and degradation of the species and 
of nature, is a mass movement which fights for radical 
change in which the "ecologization" of all social and 
productive life is included,, now more than ewr^as an 
essential part of the traditional communist nahner of 
"socialization of the means of production." 

—Two Mexican students 
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PERSISTENCE OF THE OLD VS. CREATION OF THE NEW 
Showing that there has been no fun

damental change in what was the Soviet 
Union, the Lead-Editorial in the Octo
ber N&L shows the theory of state-capi
talism in action. What we see here is an 
ominous situation. The centralized state 
is re-asserting and reconstituting itself 
in a new form without going through 
even the limited type of dismantling 
that occurred in East Europe. And it is 
still a nuclear power. 

But the main point that comes across 
in the article is what happens in the ab
sence of a revolutionary response and a 
revolutionary philosophy. Look at East 
Germany and Czechoslovakia, with neo-
Nazism on the rise. Private capitalism 
has not been able to solve any problems 
and there is massive unemployment. We 
can see what may be in store in the So
viet Union, where the crisis is even 
deeper and the Left is totally disarmed, 
politically as well as philosophically. 

Professor 
Illinois 

* * * 
What I appreciate most about the 

October Lead-Editorial on the "Mass re
volt, deep crisis and pull of the old" in 
Russia today is that it is a "living" doc
ument. It is not only a comprehensive 
political analysis of the recent events. 
Because those events are explored" in a 
global and historical context, one is able 
to read one's own place in that history. 
The only way to truly and totally op
pose is to take the responsibility to fill 
the philosophic void in the freedom 
movements that gives the rulers their 
boldness. The challenge is to become the 
polarizing force for humanity's freedom 
struggles. But, will we accept that chal
lenge? In reading this Lead-Editorial, I 
was reminded of a Gramsci quote Raya 
Dunayevskaya often singled out: "...the 
philosopher himself...not merely grasps 
the contradictions, but posits himself as 
an element of the contradictions and el
evates this element to a principle of 
knowledge and therefore of action." 

Cynthia 
Bay Area 

* • * 
Women in the USSR see clearly now 

that socio-economic, political and cultur
al discrimination against them exists. 
Many thousands of women's groups 
have sprung up around the country. 
Their organizers are no longer afraid of 
being arrested as they were ten years 
ago when I was exiled for this kind of 
activity. During the coup in Moscow, al
though they didn't become "national 
heroes" like Yeltsin or Gorbachev, wom
en took responsibility for their actions 
at Red Square. We saw hundreds of 
them holding hands in a long chain 
against the Soviet military and KGB 
forces. We saw not only young students 
putting flowers in the tanks, but older 
women talking angrily to the soldiers as 
if they were their sons. It was an im
pressive picture! It is a great victory for 
us, who started the process in the 1960s 
in Russia. Thank you for News & Let
ters! 

Tatyana Mamonova 
New York 

The bottom line is that the people in 
Russia are still not free and in that 
sense nothing has changed. 

Student 
Illinois 

» » * 
Our family was challenged to write to 

you, collectively, by the opening quote 
from Dunayevskaya's "Why Hegel's 
Phenomenlogy? Why Now?" with which 
you began your Marxist-Humanist Per
spectives printed in the August/ 
September N&L. The "two types of twi
light"—-one plunging us all "into utter 
darkness," and the other reaching the 
"end of a long night"—could both apply 
today. The strange thing is that the 
forces of capitalism don't understand 
the magnitude of the changes taking 
place within the former Soviet Union 
and her satellite socialisms! They see it 
as vindication of capitalism, while it is 
the opposite, the beginnings of the ulti
mate collapse of the capitalist world or
der. 

Your use of the important word "ret
rogression" describes what has hap
pened Economically with the "First 
World" states, where the standard of 
living goes down and the middle class 
dwindles leaving the poor and the su

per-rich. The emphasis of the Bush ad
ministration on foreign policy to the 
negligence of any domestic policy is the 
sign of the further retrogression. 

Certainly what is needed is a human
ist philosophy which combines the eco
nomic vision of socialist thought with 
the most sensitive thought on democrat
ic rights and freedom: an economic de
mocracy. 

Family for freedom 
Portland, Maine 

» « • 

The October Lead posed the need for 
Marxist-Humanism to become a "pole of 
attraction." It made me think of the 
question often posed to us "but what is 
your purpose?" We can't just leave it as 
a need. When you look around and see 
David Duke, East Germany and the im
migrants, women singled out for mur
der in Texas, bosses demanding that 
people making $12,000 a year pay for 

"their own health insurance, you know 
Raya Dunayevskaya's 40 years of labor 
to create Marxist-Humanism demands 
that we have to be out there contend
ing in the world. 

Angela Terrano 
New York 

THREAT OF DAVID DUKE 

• - Why had there beetf no attention giv
en to the incredible happenings in Loui
siana, where a supposedly "former" 
Nazi and Ku 'Khix Elan leader like Da
vid Duke won fully one-third of the 
votes in the primary and fias if good 
chance of becoming the next Governor? 
Nothing more shows the terrible retro
gression in thought today than what 
two "Leftists" said when I raised it: 
One said it's not a bad sign, because it 
will expose the Republican Party Duke 
says he represents for what it really is; 
the other said it was good because it 
shows the "discontent of the masses"! 
David Duke himself left no doubt about 
what he is—he called himself a "white 
Clarence Thomas" and an "American 
Boris Yeltsin." 

Every day it becomes clearer that we 
have to find the absolute opposite to 
what all this represents. You can't do 
away with the horrors of this society 
partially. It has to be absolute. 

Fred 
Chicago 

Readers' Views 
'1UCC 

WOMEN'S 
LIBERATION 
STRUGGLES 

At the rahy here that was attended by 
10,000 in support of pro-choice, I met a 
young German couple who said that old 
people in Germany did not participate in 
public protests such as this one. They 
asked me why so many elders were pro
testing here. My first reaction was the 
Bay Area has a very liberal tradition; 
but my second reaction is this: I'm 72 
years old, and when I was a young wom
an in my late teens and early 20s Hitler 
held sway in Germany. Were those who 
are the elders in Germany today so in
doctrinated by the climate at that time 
that they may still be afraid to protest? 
When I was one year old my 21 year old 
mother died of an illegal abortion. When 
I was 411 had to go to Tijuana to get an 
abortion, as I had three children and a 
terminally ill husband. I am, naturally, 
in the camp of pro-choice. How could I 
be otherwise? 

Hazel Rogers 
San Francisco 

* « * 
When I heard about George Hennard 

smashing his truck through a cafeteria 
window and then gunning down 22 peo
ple and wounding 23 more, I thought of 
the Montreal Massacre. Fourteen wom
en died each time. Marc Leprae killed 14 
women engineering students, screaming 
"You're all just a bunch of feminists!" 
as he executed them. Hennard, took 
with him eight men and 14 women. His 
letter denouncing "those mostly white 
treacherous female vipers," leaves no 
doubt that he, too, hated women. 

But what are we to make of these 
"experts" on mass murderers who are 
"intrigued" by the suggestion that it 
was Anita Hill's testimony against Clar

ence Thomas' abuse of her that pushed 
Hennard into his killing spree? What is 
the message here? Women! If you dare 
to fight back, if you dare to try to do 
what only men were allowed to do be
fore, you may die. And if you aren't the 
one who is killed, the very act of your 
fighting back will cause the death of 
others—so outrageous is it to question 
what is. We have to destroy this rotten 
death-dealing society and create a new 
one! 

Terry Moon 
Chicago 

ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT 
I never had considered myself part of 

the environmental movement. What 
struck me at the Common Ground Con
ference in Boulder, Colo., was a discus
sion with Julia from News and Letters 
Committees about the whole notion of 
the environment linking with social is
sues. At times I've asked, what does the 
environmental movement have to do 
with me? The tiling is... these capitalists 
are killing people. That has everything 
to do with me. The environmental 
movement needs to come up with a 
theoretic outlook. On some real bask is
sues we need to have more discussion. 

Black student 
Missouri 

CONTENDING THEORIES 
OF STATE-CAPITALISM 

A. Anielewicz was right that the ques
tion of "firstedness" in how Raya 
Dunayevskaya worked out her theory of 
state-capitalism long before Tony Cliff B 
is not what is important—but rather 
what impelled her to work it out, and 
what impelled it on to the development 
of a full philosophy, Marxist-Humanism. 
But I consider his critique (October 
N&L) of CalMnicos' dishonesty in his 
book Trotskyism was far too mild. It is 
clearly not that Callinicos did not 
"know" about Dunayevskaya's work-
but that he was deliberately writing her 
out of history. Considering that academ-
ia is so insistent that it is in "search for 
truth" Callinicos' work which is a bla
tant subversion of any such search 
needs to be discredited in the academic 
world. 

Andy Phillips 
Detroit 

* * * 
I very much appreciated A. 

Anielewicz's sharp critique of 
Callinocos' new book on Trotskyism. 
To a world of reified forms, in which 
human relations appear as relations be
tween things because that is what they 
are, it is useless to oppose the abstract, 
formal Marxism of a Tony Chff, e tc 

Supporter 
Chicago 

WHOSE RIGHTS? 
The main "contribution" of Ronald 

Coase, the new Nobel Prize winner in 
economics, is the notion that the cost to 
"society"—in the case of pollution, for 
instance—is the same whether the per
petrator is fined to cover the cost of the 
damage he does or whether his potential 
victims bribe him not to inflict the dam
age! Sadly, even man^ environmental
ists now accept this twisted logic, At its 
root lies the denial that human beings' 
right to a healthful environment takes, 
precedence over capitalists' "right" to ; 
make a buck byfoufing'it At a time 
when the rights of women, Blacks, 
workers, and other are being attacked 
and taken away, it is not surprising that 
Coase's attack on the very idea that we 
have any righto at aH 'has wo# him a 
N t i h e l nrrw> • < i .<•'- s apt < ] : 

Economist 
New York 

Nobel prize. 

I recently attended a conference on 
"The Crisis in Civil Rights" at the Chi
cago Carter G. Woodson Regional Li
brary. At the panel on "Civil Rights and 
the Black Community'' one of the pan
elists recommended the following 9 
points as a formula for change: Coali
tion, Congressional Elections, < 

Power, Court Systems, Media, ^Educa
tion, International Affairs, Direct Action 
and Black Leadership. 

Trying to reform this capitalistic sys
tem whereby each person receives their 
share is an impossibility and will never 
happen. The point is: are you with the 
people struggling for a totally new way 
of life, or with capitalism fighting to 
perpetuate itself, although it has long 
outlived its usefulness? Unless you be
gin with a change in production rela
tions, nothing else changes either. 

Conference participant 
Chicago 

UNDERSTANDING HISTORY 

At the Teach-in at Lewis University 
on "Patriotism and Refugees: The Holo
caust," I heard Peter Wermuth speak as 
a Marxist-Humanist on the historical 
relationship between the Kurds and the 
rulers. He showed that the treatment of 
the Kurds is part of the effort to con
vince us we have no control over our 
destiny. The constantly raging battle fo 
the minds of humanity he discussed wa . 
so vivid that a student who had serve 1 
in the Gulf war exclaimed. "Now I know 
why we patrolled those borders like we 
did!" Once people start to question the 
essence of the world which they experi
ence, we are all closer to a truly human 
society. What it all taught me was that 
a philosophic perspective is needed for a 
true understanding of history. 

Student for a human society 
Illinois 

* * * 
To be studying working-class history 

at a university in Arkansas may seem 
strange because our political leadership 
is so conservative at the present, but 
even a surface glance at Arkansas' past 
shows pockets of time when people tried 
to take control of their own futures. 
You see it in the history of Dan Hogan, 
a Debsian in the mines of the northwest 
where Debs and Mother Jones made 
speeches, and in our greatest example of 
a radical culture, the Southern Tenant 
Farmers Union. I was very excited to 
learn that Raya Dunayevskaya was in
volved in support work for the share
croppers in the 1930s. Did she do any 
writing on that movement? If so, how 
can I get some of it? 

Student 
Arkansas 

* * * 
Editor's Note: Dunayevskaya discussed 
this period in a column called "Two for
gotten pages of Ralph Bunche's life sto
ry" printed in N&L in March, 1972. It 
is available in the "Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection" of the WSU Archives of La
bor History and Urban Affairs, page 7. 

• 

LABOR TODAY 
At a recent meeting in Geneva, Swit

zerland, mine union leaders from the 
U.S., Great Britain, Germany, South Af
rica and Australia pledged greater coop
eration to support each other. These 
five nations account for 72% of the coal 
traded in the world and represent over 
1.2 million miners. I'd like to believe it 
will lead to a heightened sense of inter
national working class solidarity as well 
as lay the ground for possible interna
tional strike action. 

Ex-miner 
Detroit 

» » * 
;., j^he, Chicago Committee on Occupa

tional Health and Safety held a demon
stration at a Labor Department office to 
protest OSHA's inaction against the 
plant owner of that horrible fire in the 
North Carolina poultry plant that you 
reportedfoh in your last issue. The de
mands were to jail the plant owner and 
totally revamp the Occupational Health, 
and Safety Agency. Your article was im
portant in showing the context of that 
tragedy: a non-union, low wage South 
where the majority who died were Black 
women. The problem is revamping that 
agency under Bush won't work. It will 
take a new labor movement to win any 
real changes in health and safety. 

Marcher 
Chicago 
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WHO AND WHAT WAS ON TRIAL IN THE SENATE HEAR INGS? 

A Black man on TV said there are 
class differeojlis in the Black communi
ty and thai? poor Black people don't wor
ry about sexual harassment. I want him 
to know I aim Worried about the after
math of the Thomas/Hill hearings. Does 
it mean that if I 'm sexually harassed, 
I'll be powerless and unprotected? 

Angry Black woman 
Chicago 

* » * 

I was born in 1954, the same year 
Thurgood Marshall was chief NAACP 
counsel on the landmark "Brown vs. the 
Board of Education" case. Since I once 
entertained thoughts of being a lawyer, 
Justice Marshall, as the first Afro-
American to serve on the Supreme 
Court, became an extremely positive 
role model to me and every African-
American. Although I admire the fact ' 
t ha t Clarence Thomas was able to es- :• 
cape from poverty, he represents some
one who has advanced but now would 
b e very insensitive to those less fortu
nate than himself. 

Thomas has expressed tha t he 's not 
in favor of affirmative action and racial 
quotas. As a minister on the news said, 
"He is a quota." Affirmative action, 
quotas, and welfare are not panaceas for 
the myriad problems we face, although I 
have certainly benefitted from affirma
tive action. The allegations of sexual ha
rassment regarding Thomas shows the 
low regard tha t the Bush administra
tion, as well as Clarence Thomas, have 
for women. As a private citizen, one has 
the right to not voice an opinion on 
abortion, bu t not when running for a 
position tha t he can hold for life. 

J o s e p h Lee 
California 

* # * 
Bush is one tricky SOB. He managed 

to find himself a Black man more Re
publican than he is! 

Black work ing woman 
California 

* • * 
When they can't discredit you any 

other way, they call you crazy. What 
they did to Anita Hill reminded of what 
I read in Raya Dunayevskaya's article in 

Prax i s about how in 1858 an author 
named Lady Bulwer-Lytton, not only 
dared to differ with her conservative 
husband but dared to "go public" and 
rent a hall for a lecture on her views. 
Whereupon her husband and son had 
her thrown into a lunatic asylum! Marx 
not only defended her, but attacked 
both the Tory and the Radical press for 
their sexism. (So much for those who 
keep insisting Marx only cared about 
"class questions.") 

Psychology s tuden t 
Chicago 

* * * 

I t makes me angry that people 
wouldn't believe Anita Hill's charges 
against Thomas. Even my women co
workers don't all realize how much sex
ual harassment goes on. Both of my 
daughters have experienced it at work, 
and one Was even fired for bringing up 
charges. . 

Secre tary 
- ' Long Is land 
) - * * * 

The FBI was entrusted to investigate 
Anita Hill's allegation? Is there any 
agency that has done more to demon
strate its thorough-going hostility to civ
il rights? This is the agency that 
brought u s the McCarthy era, wire
tapped everyone from Kennedy to King, 
did everything possible to disrupt the 
Civil Rights Movement, infiltrated every 
Left organization in the country, and 
just this year was forced to settle an 
EEO complaint from one of its own 
agents after he was repeatedly subjected 
to the most overtly racist attacks from 
co-workers in both Omaha and Chicago. 
Yet these fools want us to believe they 
are serious about "improving the pro
cess." What do they have in mind? Us
ing the KGB? 

J a n K o l l w i t z 
Illinois 

* » * 
We had better not overlook Clarence 

Thomas' charge that the Senate was be
ing "used by interest groups and hate 
mongers" and this is "far beyond Mc-
Carthyism." I t is a continuation of 
Bush's attack on "political correctness" 

and it 's preparation for the 1992 cam
paign. The "interest groups" Bush at
tacked right after the confirmation are 
the civil rights and feminist groups who 
opposed him. Thomas said what Bush 
put in his mouth—that they are worse 
than the KKK, worse then McCarthy-
ism. And this man is now on the Su
preme Court! The attack is total, on any 
dimension of the struggle for freedom. 

Women's Liberat ionis t 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
Why does "Blackness" give Clarence 

Thomas the right to do what he did to 
Anita Hill? Why do you have to be Black 
before you're anything else, including 
being a woman? 

Black woman 
Chicago 

* * * 
In her last year, Raya wrote about the 

"darkness before the dawn"—and when 
Clarence Thomas was confirmed, I cer
tainly felt tha t dark cloud. I t hi t me like 
a ton of bricks, especially seeing the 
polls, tha t 50% of women, and over 50% 
of Blacks, supported Thomas. There has 
been a real retrogression in thinking. I 
can see how such retrogression gives 
fuel to the concept of the%!eed for the 
"vanguard party to lead," pat the j®n-
guard parly is not the absolute opposite 
of this retrogression. And jvfhat we are 
searching for has. t o be the absolute op
posite. , ! •: 

i ' > Gene F o r d 
LoSi Angeles 

THE 
MEXICAN 

SCENE 

When Mexican President Salinas de 
Gortari spoke to his supporters a t one 
of those $1,000 per plate dinners during 
his visit here what was clear was that 
the integration with the U.S. is well un
der way. He says that the state-run tele
phones and the airlines have already 
been sold to foreign companies, and 800 
other enterprises at least partially subsi

dized by the state are to follow. Negoti
ations over selling off the steel industry 
are underway now. Salinas says this is 
all for purposes of "disciplining public 
finance" but the real reason for it is 
what the economics student from the 
University of Mexico reported in your 
July N&L: I t 's a consolidation of the 
plan begun in 1982 tha t sacrifices Mexi
co's sovereignty, appropriates national 
resources by U.S. capital, maintrins ex
cessively low wages, and pits U.S. work
ers against Mexican workers. 

Activist 
San Franc isco 

* * * 
Greetings from the "19th of Septem
ber" Garment Workers Union in Mexi
co. At our sixth Ordinary Union Con
gress in September the rank-and-file 
brought democratic decision-making and 
participation back to our union and are 
once again working, toward the con
struction of ou r destiny. At the same 
time, we want t o ratify our commitment 
to establishing new and mamtaining our 

* old relationships with democratic organ-
j ^ k a t i o n s in the U.S, We look forward to 
[' aorrespondence with workers there. 

Garmen t w o r k e r s 
Mexico 

*fHE BRITISH SCENE 
N&L knows the crisis in the English 

National Health Service didn't s tar t yes
terday. Some five years ago, some of you 
picketed the British Consulate in Chica
go to support a protest against the vic
timization of protesters that is still go
ing on. The Labour Par ty is attempting 
to score some points over the Conserva
tives on the current crisis, but are inte
grally involved. The anti-labour laws 
and the cuts have protesters hamstrung 
while people are suffering. The junior 
doctors work an average of 85 hours a 
week. Nurses can't stand the 
strain—about a quarter have departed. 
Morale is a t an all t ime low. New ideas 
and new ways of organizing are needed. 
N&L does its part to help that process. 
I 'm always pleased when an issue ar
rives. 

Hea l th c a r e w o r k e r 
London 

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS 

—BOOKS— 
• M a r x i s m a n d F r e e d o m 

. . . from 1776 u n t i l t o d a y 
1989 Columbia University Press edition. New 
1980s introduction by author 381 pp. 
by Raya Dunayevskaya $17.50 per copy 

D P h i l o s o p h y a n d R e v o l u t i o n 
f r o m H e g e l t o S a r t r e 
a n d from. M a r x t o M a o 
1989 edition. New introduction by author. 372 pp. 
by Raya Dunayevskaya $14.95 per copy 

D R o s a L u x e m b u r g , W o m e n ' s 
L i b e r a t i o n , a n d M a r x ' s P h i l o s o p h y 
of R e v o l u t i o n 
1991 University of Illinois Press edition. New in
troduction by author. Forward by Adrienne 
Rich. 240 pp. 

by Raya Dunayevskaya $12.95 per copy 

• W o m e n ' s L i b e r a t i o n a n d t h e Dia l ec t i c s o f 
R e v o l u t i o n : R e a c h i n g for t h e 
F u t u r e 294 P P . 
by Raya Dunayevskaya $15.95 

D T h e Phi losophic Moment of Marxis t -Hu
man i sm: Two Historic-Philosophic Wri t ings 
b y R a y a D u n a y e v s k a y a . Contains "Presets 
tation on Dialectics of Organization and Philoso
phy of June 1, 1987," and 1953 "Letters on He
gel's Absolutes." 52 pp. 

$3.00 paperback, $10.00 hardcover 

-PAMPHLETS— 

s XJ 
• Ind ignan t H e a r t : A Black Worker^* 

J o u r n a l 1 ^ 
1989 Wayne State University, Press edition in
c lude ! Afterword by Raya Dunayevskaya , 
"Charles Denby 1907-83" 303 pp. 
by Charles Denby . $14.95 

i; ca.-. 

D Cons t i tu t ion of N e w s & Let te rs Commit tees 
29e pos t age 

• Marx ' s Capital and Today ' s Global Cris is 
Contains introduction, "Today's Epigones Who 
Try to Truncate Marx's Capital," and Chapters 
Five through Eight of Marxism and Freedom 
by Raya Dunayevskaya $2 per copy 

• The Coal Miners ' Genera l S t r ike 
of 1949-50 and t h e B i r th 
of Marx i s t -Humani sm in t h e U.S. 
by Andy Phillips 
and Raya Dunayevskaya $2 per copy 

D 25 Yea r s of Marx i s t -Humanism in t h e U.S. 
A History of Worldwide Revolutionary 
Developments by Raya Dunayevskaya 

$1.50 per copy 

G American Civilization on Trial, Black Masses 
as Vanguard. 
Statement of the National Editorial Board. In
cludes "A 1980s View; of the Two-Way Road Be
tween the U.S. and Africa," by Raya Dunayev
skaya,' and ^'Black Caucuses in the Unions" by 
Charles Denby . . $2 per copy 

ID Natipnaljsni, Comjnunism, Marxist-Humanism 
an4 t^e Afroi-Asian Revolutions 
by Raya Dunayevskaya $1.25 per copy 

—NEWSPAPER— 
O Subscr ip t ion , to News & Let te rs 

Unique combination of worker and intellectual, 
published 10 times a year $2.50 per year 

D Bound volume of News & Le t te r s 
(August 1977 to May 1984) $20.00 

• News & fitters is available otf microfilm front University Micrdfilms International, 300 Zeeb Road, 
Ann A,rbqr, MI 48106. 

• News & Letters, as well as other Marxist-Humanist literature, is available on tape for the blind. For 
information, write to News. & Letters. 

• F r a n t z Fanon , Sow e to and Amer ican Black 
Though t , by Lou Turner and John Alan 
New Expanded edition contains Introduction/ 
Overview by Raya Dunayevskaya, Lou Turner 
and John Alan 
Appendices by Rene Depestre and Ngugi wa 
Thiong'o $3 per eopy 

O Select ions from R a y a D u n a y e v s k a y a ' s 
Wr i t ings on the Middle Eas t 

$2.50 p e r copy 

• Working Women for Freedom 
by Angela Terrano, Marie Dignan 
and Mary Holmes $1 per copy 

D D o s e n s a y o s p o r R a y a D u n a y e v s k a y a . 
Span i sh l a n g u a g e p a m p h l e t 
1989 edition $2.00 per copy 

—ARCHIVES— 
D T h e R a y a D u n a y e v s k a y a C o l l e c t i o n — 

Marx i s t -Humanism: A Half -Century of I t s 
W o r l d Deve lopment 
A 15,000-page microfilm collection 
on eight reels $160 

O Guide a n d S u p p l e m e n t t o t h e R a y a D u n a y 
e v s k a y a Col lec t ion—Marxis t -Humanism: 
A Half -Century of I t s Wor ld Deve lopment 
Full description of 15,000-page microfilm col
lection $4.50 

MAIL ORDERS TO: 
N e w s & L e t t e r s , 5 9 E a s t V a n B u r e n , 

R o o m 7 0 7 , C h i c a g o , HI . 6 0 6 0 5 

Enclosed And $ for the literature 
c h e c k e d . (11/91) 
P l e a s e a d d 8 5 0 f o r e a c h i t e m f o r p o s t a g e . 

111. r e s i d e n t s a d d 8% s a l e s t a x 

N A M E 

A D D R E S S 

C I T Y S T A T E -ZD? 



Page8 NEWS & LETTERS NOVEMBER, 1991 

Review essay: Uchida misreads Marx's debt to Hegei 
by Ron Brokmeyer 

Marx's Grundrisse and Hegel's Logic, by Hiroshi 
Uchida (Rutledge, London and New York, 1988) is a se
rious attempt to address the deep interconnection be
tween the draft of Marx's Capital and Hegel's Smaller 
Logic (Logic)—a relation, he points out, post-Marx 
Marxists have yet to come to grips with. As he shows in 
the preface, earlier commentators on Marx's Grund
risse, like Rosdolsky and the translator Martin 
Nicolaus, only let the secret out about the mature 
Marx's unquestionable and deeply organic relation to 
Hegel. What Uchida does that they did not is to show 
how the categories Marx used to develop his concept of 
capital in the Grundrisse relate directly to the catego
ries in Hegel's Logic. 

The strength of this work is its projection of Marx's 
vision of freedom in a new society as going beyond capi
talist relations based on the value form and achieving 
an end to the division between mental and manual la
bor. To see the limits of this work it is necessary to 
grasp how Manx's own idea of uniting mental and man
ual labor was inseparable from his concept of uniting 
materialism andt idealism—a unity which was bound up 
with his concept of nature and his encounter with the 
Hegelian dialectic •••} v e 

RECOVERING THE PAST OR J^ION OF 
THE FUTURE? 

Marx's tremendous vision 
cannot be reduced, as 
Uchida does, to a difference 
about what comes "natural
ly." Hegel, according to 
Uchida, "thinks that the 
separation of mental activity 
from physical activity is nat
ural" (p. 12), and the oppo
sition to Hegel that is as
cribed to Marx is that "the 
human mind and body 
.-[are] naturally united" (p. 13). For Uchida, Marx's vi
sion of the future was merely to "recover" (p. 126) a 
unity of mental and manual labor that occurred natu
rally. The only difference between then and now would 
be a fully developed "scientific system of production" (p. 
126). 

Uchida's gaping omission is any separate commen
tary on Marx's startling section on "Forms which 
precede capitalist production." Thaf s where Marx 
reveals that in many ways he felt pre-capitalist 
forms were more advanced than capitalism. Howev
er, he also criticizes those forms and those who pose 
them as alternatives to the capitalist epoch. Each 
time Marx spelled out his vision of the future it en
compassed a break not only from capitalism but 
from all past forms of human development. Thus, in 
Marx's discussion of pre-capitalist forms what 
Uchida ignores is the most strictly Hegelian fornra-? 
lation that is, at the same time, Marx's vision of a fu
ture when humanity "does not seek to remain some
thing formed by the past, but is in the absolute 
movement of becoming." 

Uchida needs this omission to impose his idea of the 
Marx/Hegel relation on the Grundrisse. Thus Marx 
supposedly undertook a "critique of Hegel in the form 
of a critique of political economy even though Hegel 
does not appear by name" (p. 14). Uchida demonstrates 
extensively Marx's reliance on the categories of Hegel's 
Logic to unfold his category of capital While Hegel's 
categories helped Marx reveal the limits of political 
economy, Uchida wholly identifies these categories 
with political economy. The whole work is peppered 
with "unconscious" views Hegel held and "implicit" ar
guments Marx had with Hegel as he critiqued political 
economy. 

The attempt to obscure the Marx/Hegel relation is 
most serious in the one section where Marx does write 
directly on Hegel's method. There Uchida writes that 
Marx "evidently follows Hegel" (p. 19) on what Marx 
calls "method of rising from the abstract to the con
crete." At issue is what Uchida makes of Marx's "criti
cal assessment" of Hegel when Marx writes: 

The concrete is concrete because it is the concentration 
of many determinations, hence unity of the diverse. It ap
pears in the process of thinking, therefore, as a process of 
concentration, as a result, not as a point of departure, even 
though it is the point of departure in reality and hence also 
the point of departure for observation and conception...the 
abstract determinations lead towards a reproduction of the 
concrete by way of thought In this way Hegel fell into the 
illusion of conceiving the real as the product of thought 
concentrating itself, probing its own depths, and unfolding 
itself out of itself' (Grundrisse, p. 101). 

The meaning Uchida grafts on to this is that Marx 
created a new separation between the idea and reality as 
though Marx's critique was only in opposition to "Hege
lian idealism" which "accepts a reversal of ideas and re
ality" (p. 22). What Uchida misses in projecting onto 
Marx Ids materialism vs. idealism is that Marx, far from 
driving a wedge between the idea and reality, was reach
ing for a new integrality that » against treating con
crete totality, just because that 1» the only way it is 
reached by thought, "as a result'* Instead of the "point 
of departure in reality" and 'Tin jgHiinilinn " 

So fixed is Uchida on casting Barx singularly as an 
opponent of idealism, he misconsfcraes Marx's concept of 
fetishism even as it is introduced in the Grundrisse. 
There Marx calls the view of "economists, who regard 
social relations of production among people...as natural 

properties of things," "crude materialism" which is 
"likewise a crude idealism, even fetishism." Uchida 
identifies this "crude idealism" with Hegel (p. 23) and 
idealism in general (p. 115). He reduces Marx's "natu
ralism" of his 1844 Humanist Essays to an indication 
"that humans have a substantial dependence on nature 
or matter" (p. 115). 

That refers to Marx's naming his philosophy a "thor
ough-going Naturalism, or Humanism, [that] distin
guishes itself both from Idealism and Materialism and 
is...the truth uniting both." Uchida poses his idea of 
materialism, which he attributes to Marx, as the oppo
site of "the alienated mediations of the power of 
thought" (p. 114). What Uchida forgets is that it is pre
cisely the "power of abstraction," Marx warns, in the 
preface to Capital, that is his weapon against the com
modity which "the human mind has sought in vain for 
more than 2,000 years to get to the bottom o f (Capi
tal, Fowkes edition p. 90). 

When Marx honed in on the way bourgeois 
thought takes purely social forms as natural, he 
didn't diminish but amplified the power of ideas to 
have concrete historical consequences. 

Marx's 1844 drive to unite "actual history" with He
gel's "dialectic of negativity" compelled him to begin 
Capital "ab novo" after the Grundrisse. Then Marx's 
theoretical categories, whether that is absolute surplus 
value—the extraction of more value through extending 
the working day—or relative surplus value—the 
drive to extract more value in a working day of given 
length through technological innovation—were not 
points of debate between theoreticians but were in the 
life and death struggle of workers. Marx worked out a 
whole new concept of theory that is one with the self-
development of the freedom idea in workers' own strug
gles. The concrete idea embodied in the fight for the 
normal working day, when does a worker's time become 
his/her own; was hailed by Marx as greater than the ab
stract notions of freedom that came out of the bourgeois 
revolutions. 

CAN TECHNOLOGY E N D DIVISION OF 
MENTAL AND MANUAL? 

Especially concrete for today's world of robotics, "fec-
tory of despair" and structural unemployment is Marx 
tracing the struggle of workers against technological in
novation introduced to more completely dominate and 
fragment the worker. What Uchida forgets is that the 
Grundrisse is a draft that Marx specifically discarded 
when it came to his discussion of machinery "as such." 
Even then when Marx posed the development of the 
forces of production under capitalism, the greatest force 
of all was the live human being. Uchida's materialism 
takes the, development of freedom for granted, making it 
a residue of the development of the forces of production: 
'"collective scientific labour'...arises through technologi-

Philosophic Dialogue 

Dave Black's critique of Francis Fukuyama's thesis of 
the "end of history" in the August-September N&L 
"Philosophic Dialogue" was illuminating in showing 
that Fukuyama's "ludicrously obscene" views were 
based upon the ideas of his teacher, Alexander Kojeve, 
an important interpreter of Hegel in France in the 
1930s and 1940s. 

Though Kojeve tried to pin on Hegel a concept of the 
"end of history" on the basis of bis interpretation of the 
chapter "Absolute Knowledge" in Hegel's Phenom
enology of Mind, Black shows Kojeve owes more to 
Heidegger than to Marx or Hegel. "As in Heidegger, al
ienation is elevated from its specifically capitalist form 
to a universal human condition for all time." 

This critique brought to mind Marx's concept of 
the fetishism of commodities in Capital, where he 
said, "Man's reflection on the forms of social life, 
and, consequently, also his scientific analysis of 
those forms take a course directly opposite to that 
of their actual historical development. He begins 
post festum, with tile results of the process ready to 
hand before him. The characters that stamp prod
ucts as commodities, and whose establishment is a 
necessary preliminary to the, circulation of commod
ities, have already acquired the stability bf natural, 
self-understood forms of social life, before man ; 
seeks to decipher, not their historical character, for 
in his eyes they are immutable, but their meaning." 

In commenting on this section in Rosa, Lu*?IPj?iu1g» 
Women's liberation, and MarVs ^bik»opny of Revo- : 
lution (RLWLMPR), Raya Dunayevskaya writes (p. 
189), "...neither 'Appearance' nor even 'Essence' 
summed up all Marx had to say. With 'fetishism' Marx 
recreated 'Notion'—the sphere of the Hegelian Absolute 
that Marx broke in two, for the only way to transcend , 
the Absolute of the fetishism was withj ̂ sjbsohttefopf J 
posite, 'freely associated labor.' Marx never stopped : 
working, out anew the live forces of revolution and Rea
son, whether it be the freely associated labor here, in 
Chapter One, volume 1; or whether it be in the very last 
part of volume 3, where he concluded, 'human power is 
its own end.'" 

This makes me wonder if the "power of abstraction" 
that Marx talks about in his preface to Capital isn't the 
thought that is equivalent to the revolutionary organi
zation. As thought, in its negativity, uncovers the his
torical character of capital, the connection between con
ditions of production and mode of production, and so 

cal innovation...the law of value ceases to. operate, be
cause the labour objectified in the produc* decreases tq 
a minimum. Then capital-value conscifisness jses 
ground and begins to vanish, leaving hehfhd proletarian, 
consciousness. Eventually this develops into a free socie* 
ty" (pp. 26-7). ; . i . . . 

Uchida's effort to reduce Marx's vision of ending the 
division between mental and manual labor, to some kind 
of natural residue of capitalist development misses both 
Marx's continuity with Hegel as well as the uniqueness, 
of Marx's own view. Uchida grafts on to Marx his own 
view of the Marx/Hegel relation in his assertion that; 
Marx attempts to reform Hegel's philosophy using mâ  
terialist aspects of Aristotle's philosophy..." (p. 4). This 
flies in the face of Marx's own discussion of Aristotle in 
Chapter One" of Capital. 
There Marx writes that Aris
totle met his historic barrier 
as he posed, and could not 
answer, the question of what 
makes two totally distinct 
commodities ' commensura
ble. Far from wanting to re
turn to the barrier of a slave 
society where the greatest 
genius could not even imag
ine equal units of human la
bor as the element that makes commodities commensu
rable, Marx was working out concretely the new into., 
grality of philosophy and history that he posed in his 
1844 "Critique." 

Uchida's substitution reaches back to this very 
foundation of the Marx/Hegel relation in Marx's 
1844 "Critique of the Hegelian Dialectic." Marx's ref
erence in his 1844 "Critique" to Hegel's smaller "Logic 
as the money of Spirit" is the basis of Uchida's identity 
between political economy and Hegel and his assertion 
"that the genesis of value and its development into capi
tal are described in the Logic" (p. 6). Marx called the 
Logic the "money of Spirit" not because he was identi
fying the ideas of political economy with Hegel but be
cause Hegel's greatest achievement, the negation of the 
negation, was abstract, i.e., "not yet" the "actual histo
ry of man as presupposed subject." Nature to Marx is 
not material but the "subjectivity of objective essential 
capacities." The topic of the whole 1844 "Critique" and 
what Marx is transforming and recreating in Hegel is 
the greatest human capacity of all—the self-develop
ment of thought which Marx called the "dialectic of 
negativity as the moving and creating principle" and 
which informs all activity. This unity of mental and. 
manual is yet to be a fully realized and recognized pro-, 
cess of development. Making it so is the philosophic and 
historic task. i 

'End of history' or 
Marx's critique and vision; 

forth, so the proletariat works out the subjective and; 
objective paths to freedom on that basis. (Marx, in a 
footnote to that same preface, disassociates himself 
from Ferdinand Lassalle on just those points-historical 
character of capital and conditions/mode of production.) 

I see this, then, as an Absolute in which, as Black 
says, real people are the real content. The break-
through to a completely new concept of theory; 
which is not based upon debates with other theore 
ticians, is at the same time the beginning of the end 
to the division between mental and manual labor. 

To me, this seems like (and is) such an integrated vi 
sion that it is hard to see where the vanguard par' 
ty—the Party of Lenin's What Is To Be Done?—fits ir 
at all. Of course, Dunayevskaya in RLWLMPR make: 
clear that the vanguard party is Lassallean. When Marx 
in his preface footnote in Capital, disassociates himsell 
from Lassalle's use of his ideas, he says further: "I air 
here, of course, not speaking of his detailed working oui 
and application of these propositions, with which I have 
nothing to do." 

It is easy then to see where the Lassallean vanguarc 
party could only represent a false continuity, as Blacl 
points out. But it is harder to see why Dunayevskays 
would say that Lenin, despite his return to Hegel ii 
1914 and all his great new insights, didn't succeed ii 
working out a philosophic new beginning. Does thif 
mean that Lenin, in order to have achieved such a ne 
beginning, would have had to see the need to break wit] 
the Lassallean party on the basis of a philosophy of re 
oldtic^W dialectics and organization, as Marx had 
the 'iCr!ti4u?e"of the Gotha Programme?" (Marx sei 
the same "Critique" to the leaders of the German pi 
with a note directing them toward the French edition 
Capital with its new material on commodity fetishis 

Only itt;a world in which history gives the appeal 
of 2HaVn{gJ stopped could ideas like those of Fuku: 
gafe' a heMng! This appearance is, in essence, the pn 
uct of the ongoing default of established Marxism wl 
is now totally disoriented in light of the collapse of 
called ''Communism." ' ; ' ' f 

Because the relation between capital and labor i: 
human relation, even though degraded into relation: 
between things, what supersedes it can; only be a 
and higher form of human relation. A§ Dunayevs. 
said, "Marx envisioned a totally new marl, a totally 
woman, a totally new life form (and by no means 
for marriage)—in a word, a totally new society." 

—Gerard 
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Haiti: military terror and mass resistance 
At least 600.killed by the U.S.-armed military, thou-

stnds woundecbor arrested, and no end to the brutality 
nd murders S t e r i s the result of the military coup led 
f Gen. Raul > ©etiras against the only popularly-elected 
Dvemment in recent Haitian history. 
At home and abroad, the voices of the masses have 

een so deafening, so unanimous in support of the legit-
nately elected leftist government of liberation theology 
roponent Jean-Bertrand Aristide, that even the U.S. 
bvernment has had to go through at least the motions 
F supporting Arisitide, all the while "privately" saying 
bat the democratically elected Arisitide is really "un-
emocratic" , 

MASSES RESIST 
According to the leftist paper, Haiti-Progres, when 
e coup began, the masses poured into the streets to 
jfend the Aristide regime. In the slums of Port-au-

Lce, they erected street barricades, barricades over 
fhich the military drove in heavy vehicles, Jailing many. 
1 Gonaives, thousands took to the streets', burning the 
ouses of prominent local reactionaries. In, Cap-Haitien, 
urning barricades blocked off the entrance to the city., 
1 Cayes, the revolutionary crowds caught and executed 
le collaborationist politician Sylvio Claude, after they 
mnd documents in his possession indicating that he 
las working actively to support the coup. 
! Perhaps the greatest resistance was in Jeremie, where 
le streets were blocked by burning tires. In the first 
ays of the coup, thousands demonstrated, chanting 
Burn the Macoutes" or "Dechoukez [uproot] the Ma-
hites." Homes of several wealthy and reationary politi-
;ans were looted. Ditches were dug across major streets 
> slow down the military. As elsewhere in the country, 
total general strike was in effect. 
LBy the second week after the coup, rumors circulated 
It Jeremie that Aristide was about to land there with an 
taned band to take up the fight against the military. 
M e fanciful, the rumors illustrated the state of mind 
I the masses. The military has responded with shoot-
Igs, house-to-house searches and arrests and a total 
ampdown. Sixty-year-old Bishop Willy Romelus of 
premie, one of the few popular leaders whom even the 
ilitary has so far not dared to arrest, proclaimed to a 
^w York Times reporter: "The massacres will contin-
j because the people will never accept to live under a 
ittatorship." 

t S . IMPERIALIST DUPLICITY 
[While they seemed initially to support Aristide, the 
,S. government and establishment media have been 
lying away from him in the weeks since. They now 
tggest that he work out a "compromise" with the cor-
ipt, pro-military politicians who dominate the legisla
ture, many of whom have voted to support the military, 
be story is promoted that Aristide was "undemocrat-
" because he allowed the masses to "intimidate" some 

i LAPD terror continues 
Los Angeles, Cal.—The "law makers" for the 

ity and County of Los Angeles, from U.S. District 
idge Terry Hatter and Mayor Tom Bradley to the 
tiristopher Commission which investigated the Los An
des Police Department (LAPD), have lost control of 
leir enforcers of the law. 
The recommendations of the Christopher Commission 
r reform within the LAPD, in their Report issued in 
ily, have been all but ignored by Police Chief Daryl 
ptes, who had been asked by the Commission to re-
gn. Gates now says that he may stay past his own 
pmised resignation date of April 1992, because of the 
ntinuing criticism by the Commission. 
The Commission documented the use of excessive 
rce by the LAPD, and racist and sexist practices in 
pusands of cases that exposed a savage police force on 
e rampage against the Black community. The video-
bed beating of Rodney King illuminated the tip of a 
mding white chauvinist iceberg of racist practice. The 
^PD "Protect and Serve" policy equals "for whites 
ily." Most whites are not feeling the billy club blows. 
Meanwhile in lynwood, in LA. County, Judge Hatter 
ncluded that L.A. County Sheriffs deputies routinely 
jlate civil rights, are motivated by "racial hostility," 
d use "terrorist-type tactics" with the knowledge of 
sir superiors. Hatter has openly confirmed that a 
eo-Nazi white supremacist gang" of deputies, the Vi-
lgs, exists at the Lynwood Station, while the depart-
it officials have characterized the Vikings as a harm-
social group or softball team. 

|n September, over 70 Lynwood residents filed a civil 
its lawsuit charging that deputies engaged "w| syar1 
latic acts of shooting, killing, brutality,: teprori^p^. 
tse trashing and other acts of lawlessness and-wan-' 
| abuse of power." 
idge Hatter, in ordering the Sheriffs Department to 
le by its own use-of-force policies, stated that the 
_f s Department had to send him every brutality 
>laint lodged against it. The head ofc t h ^ Shexjf^s;, 
rtment, Sherman Block, has gotten'a.temporary' 
put on Hatter's rulings. 

reality of the law and its enforcers, the police, 
| beyond a question of the civil rights of individual 
«is. Third World poverty conditions plague the 

and Latino community, while the standing army 
police are concerned more with property rights of 
ite over the rights of people. 
demand is to go beyond capitalist law to a move-

jof Black and Latino people to create a new world. 
[attle lines are being drawn and the police are only 
' the barriers to freedom we face. —Gene Ford 

of the wealthy and powerful elite politicians. 
The reverse is true. If Aristide made any errors, it 

was in failing to move more quickly against the military 
and the old guard politicians, in not arming the masses, 
and in not really putting into effect the radical economic 
and social policies which he verbally advocated. He ap
parently restrained himself in order to placate the U.S. 
and the military. Will he now accede to even further de
mands for "moderation" by the U.S.? 

While Aristide is called undemocratic and said to have 
dictatorial tendencies, it is the military, with its U.S.-
supplied modern weapons and its supporters among the 
political elite, who has on its hands the blood of over 
600 Haitians, most of them poor and working-class. 

The lie by the U.S. was revealed by leftist Mayor Ev
ans Paul of Port-au-Prince, himself an Aristide critic 
who Aristide was supposedly persecuting (New York 
Times). According to Haiti-Progres, far from support
ing either the coup or any rotten compromise with the 
military, Evans Paul immediately called a meeting of 
political, union and community leaders to denounce the 
coup and to call for Aristide's return. The meeting was 
prevented, and his house was attacked by the military. 
Finally, he was beaten up by the military and then ar
rested at the airport while attempting to leave for Vene
zuela to meet with Aristide. —Kevin A. Barry 

'No Aristide, No Peace!' 

New York, N.Y.—Tens of thousands of Haitians 
here have participated in continuous demonstrations 
since Haitian President Aristide was overthrown Sept. 
30. Hundreds, sometimes thousands, appear at the U.N. 
every evening, and they vow to remain there until 
Aristide is restored to power. 

On Oct. 11 a huge demonstration tied up traffic in 
two boroughs for the entire day. The police estimate of 
60,000 participants was low. The march began in Brook
lyn, where most of the 300,000 Haitians in New York 
live, and crossed the Brooklyn Bridge. Without a parade 
permit, the demonstrators carved out routes spontane
ously, winding around lower Manhattan's financial and 
government districts, then around corporate midtown 
and the U.N. The police were helpless. 

The demonstration was made up of diverse groups 
and individuals, including religious organizations, 
Aristide's parly and revolutionary groups. Signs saying 
"No Aristide, No Peace" evoked the slogan of many 
Black U.S. demonstrations: "No Justice, No Peace." Ex
pressive hand-made signs were everywhere: "Democracy 
is not a word but a deed," "Mr. Bush, everyone in the 
world understands but you," "We are already 
poor—leave us alone," "Democracy is life-support, cut
ting its roots is death," "The new world order stinks," 
"The Third World is rising," "Democracy by people yes, 
democracy by guns no," and "Democracy or death." 

We talked with many demonstrators whose determi
nation was palpable. Most people believe the coup would 
not have been possible without U.S. complicity. They 
demand the U.S. make good on its claim of supporting 
democracy by restoring their democratically elected 
president. Some contrasted their situation to that of 
Kuwait, complaining that Bush will not arm or fight for 
the Haitians because they do not have anything he 
wants, like oil. —N&L Committee 
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Black/Red View 

Clarence Thomas: not 
an individual but a class 

b y J o h n A l a n 
Now that Clarence Thomas is the brand new conser

vative justice on an already conservative Supreme 
Court, there are dire speculations about the constitu
tional future of minorities and women in this so-called 
democracy. There is a real fear that equal opportunity 
in employment and education will be curtailed and 
women's right to an abortion will suffer a constitutional 
coup de main. 

However, the crucial concern now should not be just 
this constitutional issue, but where will the Black and 
women's movements go conceptually, that is, will these 
movements focus solely upon the "constitutional issue" 
and hope for freedom in a hypothetical tomorrow or will 
they be courageous1 enough to ask the question: can hu
man freedom and dignity be obtained in this existing so
ciety where life ^dehumanized in production and social 
relationships as well as culture? 
THOMAS' SELF-ALIENATION 

The lengthy tes¥i&my that Thomas gave to the Sen
ate's judiciary committee showed how pervasive and im
penetrable this dl|^maidzation can be. Thomas went 
willingly through ^process of self-alienation, separating 
his reactionary philosophy of "natural law" and his 
"private'' opiniajjs* about abortion and Roe vs. Wade 
from his practice* as a Reagan/Bush bureaucrat. Such 
separation of thought from practice is the acceptable ab
surdity of bourgeois politics. 

When Anita Hill gives her credible testimony about 
being sexually harassed by Thomas, she is confronted 
with a wall of arrogant male skepticism. When Thomas 
accuses the judiciary committee of "high tech lynch
ing," in the same breath he makes Anita Hill, a Black 
woman, an object of this "lynching." The onus of ster
eotyping Black male sexuality is never placed on Bush, 
where it belongs, for using the Willie Horton case to po
larize the country racially. 

Although we sharply criticize Thomas for his reac
tionary ideology, we should not focus on him as an indi
vidual because he only reflects the impervious nature of 
racism and sexism in this society, how it continues to be 
a potent element in American politics after two decades 
of mass struggle. 

At this moment, the ideology of Reagan/Bush racism 
is disguised as middle-class virtue and security. This has 
had an ideological pull strong enough to attract a con
siderable section of Black middle-class professionals, 
many of whom were born during or just prior to the 
Civil Rights Movement. They were able to go to the best 
universities and now hold jobs in major law firms or are 
working in the upper echelons of the government. In 
other words, this new Black conservatism is born out of 
the unfinished Civil Rights Movement, when they ig
nore their own history and honestly believe that their 
success comes only from their own efforts. 

Thus they fail to understand that their conservative 
ideology, along with their middle class success, does not 
escape the objectivity of American racism. Indeed, as a 
class, they perpetuate American racism by presenting 
themselves as a "model" for the millions of Blacks 
caught in the dire poverty of the urban ghettos. The 
"model" they present is the "other," the fictionalized 
white middle class, a false universal that measures 
Black poverty as a self-imposed depravity. 
BLACK T U R N T O T H E ' O T H E R ' 

Frantz Fanon said that this turn to the "other" is the 
abandonment of a mind of one's own, "the source of lib
eration." Lou Turner has shown that the new conserva
tism of the Black middle class is also an ideological re
turn to the past. Thus we find the re-emergence in 
Black thought of Booker T. Washington's solution to 
the "race problem" based upon "a gospel of wealth and 
racial accommodation." This form of Black Darwinist 
philosophy was hardly original when Washington pro
pounded it at the turn of the century, in an era of ag
gressive racism and brutal subversion of constitutional 
rights granted to Blacks during Reconstruction. 

While American racist society helps to shape the char
acter of this crisis in Black thought, its critical origins 
are in Black thought itself. It is not that Black intellec
tuals and leaders don't think. There is no shortage of 
ideas. In fact, we're suffocated by ideas while we drift in 
a sea of facts. The crisis exists because Black thought 
never broke sharply with American pragmatism to un
derstand the dialectic of liberation as it was created out 
of the long mass struggles for freedom. 

Essentially, the leaders never saw the Black masses as 
subject, as Reason, as well as the force of change. They 
never developed a theory, much less a philosophy of rev-, 
olution, to see the quest for a new human society at the 
high points of the movement. Our leaders and thinkers 
were frightened and dismayed by the Black urban re
volts of the '60s. But now, as the cities fall apart and 
cease to be viable centers of employment, and the "un
derclass" grows, these same thinkers see it not in the 
original reasoning of the masses but in the formal 
thinking of sociology and welfare. 

The birth of a new society, new social relations, has 
always been the aim of the Black movement. Here it 
should be noted that the crisis in Black thought is not 
an abstract question when it becomes an objective politi
cal force in the hands of reactionaries. 
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Southern Africa in the crucible of Western barbarism 
(continued from page 1) 

complete with privatization, IMF austerity plans, and 
renunciation of any vestiges of its former socialist vi
sion. With an estimated 2 million Angolans displaced by 
the 16-year war, rural pleasants are unable to return to 
their homes, fields and villages until some one million 
land mines are cleared from the countryside. In the in
dustrial sector, workers have used strikes to demand 
improvements in housing, transportation and food, es
sentials that their meager wages cannot provide. 
MOZAMBIQUE: PEASANTS FIGHT 2 WARS 

In Mozambique, the 16-year war goes on, plunging 
that poorest country in the world beyond the crisis of 
political destabilization into the utter depths of social 
devastation. According to the World Food Program, 90% 
of the harvest in Sofala and Manica provinces was de
stroyed by irregular rains this year. An estimated 37% 
of the country's children are malnourished, and in 
Manica there are two malnutrition deaths a day. In 
areas like Sofala the destabilization wrought by Renamo 
prevents emergency food aid from reaching starving 
people, while in the northern province of Cabo Delgado 
some 332,000 people are at risk of starvation. Mozam
bique gets 80% of its food from international donors. 

Mozambican peasants thus fight two wars, one 
against Renamo and the other against the absolute pov
erty created by imperialism. Around the city of 
Nampulas peasant farmers have organized into 39 coop
eratives and peasant organizations as part of the Gener
al Union of Agricultural Cooperatives. ?In a war that has 
cost 600,000 Mozambican lives and turned over one mil
lion into refugees, the Mozambican masses have not 
succumbed to the barbarism of Western imperialism 
and its Black surrogates. They have mobilized into tra
ditional militias armed only with spears and knives. 

The second front of the struggle reaches the deepest 
strata of Mozambican society—women. According to 
Ruth Ansah Ayisi, writing in Africa Report (July-Au
gust, 1991): "While 80% of Mozambican women are 
peasant farmers, only 1% are organized into agricultural 
cooperatives." Ayisi goes on to report that "Besides the 
mammoth obstacles caused by war and poverty, women 
have to survive in a society where chauvinistic attitudes 
often prevent advancement." 

These conditions make it all the more barbarous that 
the UN report on the Five Year Recovery Program for 
Africa was liquidated by the Western powers, the IMF 
and the World Bank, after 11 days of protracted debate 
in September. Gorbachevism had earlier shown to what 
extent it was willing to capitulate to this new Western 
barbarism when Leonid L. Fituni, head of the Depart
ment of International Crisis Management Studies of the 
Institute for African Studies, assured the West that 
"Aware of Western economic involvement in southern 
Africa and of its reliance on the region's raw materials, 
the USSR has no intention of undermining industrial
ized countries' historic trade links with this part of the 
world" (Africa Report, July-August, 1989, p. 64). 

Those "historic trade links" show the global nature of 
the South African crisis and the meaning of George 
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Bush's rush to lift sanctions against apartheid South 
Africa this past July. With the lifting of sanctions, West
ern multinational corporations and their TTbird World 
client states will resume the imperialist linkages with 
apartheid South Africa they enjoyed previously or main
tained covertly during the period of sanctions. 
SOUTH AFRICA: LABOR SHARPENS 
CONTRADICTIONS 

However, it is the internal economic crisis that has 
sharpened the political contradictions at the present 
moment. On Oct. 1, the de Klerk government imple
mented its own IMF-inspired austerity measures in the 
form of a value added tax (VAT). The political implica
tion of the VAT was to pressure political organizations 
to participate in the government's multi-party confer
ence rather than the ANC's All-Party Conference, by al
leging that only the government-sponsored conference 
could discuss tax policy and abolish the VAT. 

The VAT follows Finance Min
ister Barend DuPlessis' secret 
talks with the IMF. While food 
and services, formerly not taxed, 
will be taxed at 10-12%, millions 
of Rand will accrue to big busi
ness, particularly for new capital 
investments exempted from the 
VAT. In the words of Jay Naidoo, 
general secretary of the Congress 
of South African Trade Unions,' 
(COSATU): 
"The IMF gave no consideration to the fact that, be

cause of apartheid, the majority of black people live in 
poverty, that the massive unemployment affects mainly 
the black community and that the areas that have to be 
addressed in terms of social and economic needs are in 
the black community. IMF structural adjustment pro
grams all over Africa hurt the poor" (New Nation, Oct. 
4-10). 

COSATU had participated in the government's Na
tional Manpower Commission, the state's main labor 
board. It pulled out in October and refused de Klerk's 
invitation to join the state president's Economic Adviso
ry Council and the Unemployment Insurance Board. It 
went on to convene a labor summit with the Black Con
sciousness-oriented National Congress of Trade Unions 
to organize a November anti-VAT general strike. 

The political resurgence of COSATU from the shadow 
of the ANC stems from workers' disillusionment with 
the ANC's engagement in fruitless talks about talks 
with the government. The new leadership of COSATU, 
elected after its July congress, is not associated with the 
failed negotiations and initiatives with the government. 
The question is whether the new political resurgence of 
COSATU also signifies the determination of labor to 
reforge the mass-based politics of the last decade. 
SELF-LIMITING REVOLUTION 

The current weakness of the ANC in reorienting itself 
to the mass struggle and the needs of the people has 
more to do with the autonomy of the democratic struc
tures created by the Black South African masses over 
the last two decades. The question is: after the experi
ence of two decades of mass struggle and self-organiz
ing, why the present disorientation? 

The mass movement has achieved more through its 
spontaneity, autonomous local self-organization and 
shop-floor struggles than has been accomplished politi-

Civil riahts conference 
~ «9 " w " 

Chicago, 111.—A conference on the "Crisis in Civil 
Rights" was held in Chicago's Woodson Regional Li
brary, Oct. 5 It was convened by Abdul Alkalirnat and 
I/HI Turner in response to the deep ideological divisions 
within the African American community opened by 
Bush's nomination of Clarence Thomas to the Supreme 
Court. 

The first of the three panel presentations at the con
ference began with the objective conditions of racism 
and the state of Black civil rights before the law. This 
dealt with everything from the siege mentality created 
by pervasive police brutality, to the Black education cri
sis, to the notion that the Black struggle against the 
myriad crises continues to put "American civilization on 
trial." 

The second panel on "The unfinished state of civil 
rights in the Reagan-Bush era" took stock of the pres
ent political limitations in civil rights vis-a-vis the his
toric vision of the mass movement that swept Harold; 
Washington into the Chicago mayor's office in 1983. 

Finally, the third panel on "The ideological crisis in 
civil rights" focused on and became on ideological strug*. 
gle over the meaning of the crisis. The debate, partial* 
larly between Aldon Morris, author of The Origin of 
the Civil Rights Movement, and Abdul Alkalirnat, 
coauthor or Harold Washington and the Crisis of 
Black Power in Chicago, centered on the nature of 
class relations in the Black community. < . t -

Throughout the conference the predominantly Blâ fa 
audience of ISO vigorously engaged the panelists in dia
logue and debate. In fact, it was from the floor that the 
call was made to convene another conference on the 
flats question. While it is the intention of the convenor* 
to organize such a conference in the coming year, tpe 
fact that the discussion of sexism at the conference was 
muted, particularly in the wake of controversy over sex
ism and nationalism created by the Thomas-Mill affair, 
it is i-loar that any fuiuri* ("(inference on clii&s would afeo 
have to focus on nationalism and sexism in the Black 
i-i immunity. —Lou Turner 

cally through the so-called "program ofKaction" of thl 
political parties. Which is why we must take a secom 
look at those autonomous community organization 
within tile context of the present histofis moment. 

What is underway at the township level is the move 
ment of civic organizations to negotiate new "social con 
tracts" with local government structures. But even a 
some civics have taken on the operations of townshi] 
authorities, as in Soweto and Alexandra, through inter 
im agreements with the government, there is also a si 
multaneous movement to depoliticize these autonomoui 
grassroots structures. 

Cyril Ramaphosa and Moses Mayekiso, prominen 
leaders in the ANC, SACP (South African Communis 
Party) and COSATU, are also leaders of the Soweto an< 
Alexandra civics. Mayekiso expresses the new retrea 
into depoliticization of the mass-based organization 
most strikingly. He now sees the civics, which had beei 
considered alternative structures of peoples' power, pur 
suing a role outside politics as social service agencies ii 
civil society. 

Writing in the South African Left journal Work-in 
Progress, Jo-Anne Collings concludes that "Mayekiso' 
description of the new 'civil' civic association—as devel 
opment agent, and as moving force behind community 
controlled housing trusts and utility companies—sound 
like a retreat from politics. But, by attending to people' 
concrete needs, the civics might deliver to political par 
ties judged worthy of support enviable popular clout' 
(WlPi January-February, 1991, p. 26). 

Despite Mayekiso's criticism that "the working clas 
in Eastern Europe is confused" and his worry that Pol 
ish Solidarity is "reversing all the revolutionary gains' 
(New York Times, May 6,1991), referring to its retrea 
from socialism, his own depoliticization of the role c 
the; civics (and the trade unions) follows the sam 
course Solidarity took when Left ideologues like Jace) 
Kuron, now Poland's labor minister, espoused the retro 
gressive notion of "self-limiting revolution." 

When militant trade union leaders like Ramaphos 
and Mayekiso want to limit the role of the trade union 
and civics to shop-floor issues and "social contract' 
questions, while the sphere of state power is relin 
quished to political elites and to the ambitions of th 
SACP, then the liberation movement has truly entere 
onto the path of "self-limiting revolution." 

While the masses may in fact support the ANC, o: 
what grounds is it mandated that the mass organize 
tions created by the people to challenge the aparthei 
state over the last two decades should now satisfy them 
selves with playing a passive supporting role in the fac 
of the terrorist onslaught by the state and its sum 
gates? 

Which is why it is imperative, at this crucial junctui 
in the South African struggle, not to ignore the critic? 
question Raya Dunayevskaya challenged the revolutioi 
ary movement in the Third World to face: "...all thos 
national revolutions, the rise of a Third World and th 
endless continuing struggle, and nowhere in sight, nc 
even telescopic sight, is there an answer to the quel 
tions, what happens after conquest of power? Why s 
many aborted revolutions? What type of party or organ 
zation? What have the various forms of spontane 
ty—councils, Soviets, committees, associations, com 
munes—achieved? And why when they did come close t 
power, it was the political organizations that didn't tafcj 
them over so much, as that they themselves looked t 
be taken over?" (The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection 
#10955). S 

Given the unprecedented atrocities against the masse 
of Southern Africa—why indeed? j 

Protest toxic incinerator 
Kettleman City, Cal.—On Oct. 12 over l.OOj 

people came here to protest Chem Waste's proposed tox 
ic waste incinerator. The Kettleman City residents whi 
organized the event, mostly migrant farmworkers an< 
farmers, have been fighting chemical waste for ove 
three years and already bear the effects of the larges 
toxic waste dump west of the Mississippi. 

A few days before the rally, two van loads of Mexican 
and Mexican-Americans were randomly picked up bj 
Immigration (many of them had papers but weren't al 
lowed to go home to get them) in attempts to intimidaj 
residents from attending the rally. Despite this, tU 
crowd was dominated by Mexican-Americans and MeJ 
cans from Kettleman City. Over 65 organizations J 
sponsored the event, including predominantly Blal 
community organizations from LA. and environment! 
community,: student, and social justice organizations. I 

Mary Lou Mares, an organizer of the event, stata 
"Chem Waste and the government think they c | 
dump toxic poisons on us because we are migra 
and farmworkers who speak Spanish, but with I 
our friends and supporters from around the co | 
tryi we will fight, to protect our community.'' 

In the rally, held in both Spanish and English, | 
learned that at one of the public hearings about the ] 
posed incinerator—which was held in English, desl 
the fact that a majority of residents speak SjT 
ish—Spanish speakers were told to go to the back of] 
hall for translation. They refused and "in the spir 
Rosa Parks" marched to the front. 

After the rally one Mexican-American man 
"They tell us that this incinerator will create jobs, 
say what's the point of getting 100 jobs when the 
town will die because of it?" —Julia J | 
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Youth Environmental movement debates its direction 
' ID \-iW Tom Parsons 
1 Members of ithe Marxist-Humanist Youth Committees 
jined over ljODO'sludents and others from the U.S. and 
round the world te participate in the third annual Stu-
ent Environmental Action Coalition's (SEAC) national 
(inference in-Boulder, Colo., on the weekend of Oct. 
f-6. The conference was titled "Common Ground: The 
Environment and Social Justice." 
1 What was so exciting was to see youth trying to work 
ut the connectedness of the "environmental move-
lent" with all frfeedom movements. The conference fea-
ared speakers and over 150 workshops on the environ
ment and labort feminism, the Third World, the U.S.-
lexico Free Trade Agreement, and Black, Latino and 
fative American struggles against their communities 
eing the historic dumping grounds of toxic waste. 
[ In the session on Toxic Racism, Pat Bryant from 
he Gulf Coast Tenants Organization told of Black 
fenant organizations in the South organizing 
gainst pollution as well as for a "new society." 
Speaking about racism, sexism and classism within* 

lie environmental movement, Dana Alston from the Pa
ps Institute told the crowd, "We don't only demand 
kstice from the government. We demand justice from 
tie environmental movement." 

[ In the Women's Caucus women struck out against 
&AC for subsuming women's concerns, including put-
ing all the Women's Liberation workshops in one 90-
linute session. 
JUEST FOR UNIVERSALITY 
'The multidimensionality of the conference theme re
fects the desire of people to go beyond personal respon-
tbility (recycling, etc.) to a total transformation of soci-
6y involving all the freedom movements. The breadth 

of participation by those movements shows that their 
involvement in the "environmental movement" need 
not be "linked" externally by environmentalists. 

The internal link is what Marx called the "quest for 
universahly." Long before the term environmentalism 
was invented, workers were battling what Marx called 
the "Hell-hole of the factory." Workers battling danger
ous and poisonous conditions at production is an organ
ic expression of their historic struggle against capital. 

But how can that drive for total transformation coex
ist with SEAC's official campaign to participate in the 
United Nations conference on "environmental develop
ment?" On the first night of the conference, many stu
dents spoke out against tailending the UN. 

Following a speech by the director of the UN Envi
ronmental Program, one student said: "If George Bush 
just got the UN to go along with his war that killed 
hundreds of thousands and destroyed whole ecosys
tems, and we know that Bush and the governments 
are the ones destroying the planet, why should we 
have anything to do with the UN?" 
P H I L O S O P H I C QUESTIONS P O S E D 

The attempt to absorb the genuine desire for an inter
national movement into the UN is the continuation of 
the refusal to take a position against the impending war 
at last year's conference. Both are manifestations of 
what Marxist-Humanists call the "militarization of the 
mind." It is the language of Bush's "new world order": 
that only the rulers can decide the fate of humanity. 

The most exciting and challenging element of the 
conference was to try to develop with all those we 
met what it means to project a vision of a totally 
new society that can break through the pollution in 
thought. We were battling the concept that this can 

Protesters fight veto of California gay rights bill 
' Los Angeles, Cal.—On Sept. 29 Governor Pete 
filson vetoed AB101, a bill which would have extended 
srtain minimum rights to Lesbians and Gays against 
b discrimination, saying that proponents of the bill 
should understand the need for fairness to innocent 
caployers...." Wilson's callous veto, an abrupt about-
tce from a position supporting gay rights, immediately 
jnied civil rights to at least 10% of California's popula-
pn and has been met by constant protests. 
; Beginning the day of the veto, demonstrations burst 

i , * 

to day. As he caved in to religious fundamentalists, he 
showed again what I've always thought of him. He's a 
political opportunist. —Person With AIDS 

• 
Stanford, Cal.—People have been upset for a long 

time. The veto of the bill (AB101) was only a spark. We 
feel our very lives are in danger—from AIDS as well as 
from physical violence on the streets, which is on the 
rise. The statistics show that teenage suicides are in
creasing alarmingly among gay youth. The veto of this 
legislation encourages gay-bashing. 

There is a self-organization in the gay community, 
partly as a result of the AIDS crisis. Lesbians are widen
ing the meaning of the fledgling health care movement 
by asking what about women with breast cancer? And 
organization around AIDS is more than just survival 
help—like shopping for people too sick to do it them
selves—but people getting together to get research fund
ing, faster approval process of new drugs, etc. There are 
"pink patrols" trying to keep the streets safe. 

But people are not looking far enough ahead. Health 
is important, but is not enough. We need to address all 
questions. —Woman demonstrator 

come through any sort of plan—whether van-
guardist or decentralized "federated communities." 

People at the conference were raising philosophical 
questions such as how can we have a unity of all the 
struggles that doesn't suppress individuality, how to 
break down the divisions between workers and intellec
tuals, and the question of Women's Liberation within 
the movement. However, solutions being projected did 
not flow organically from the philosophic nature of the 
questions, as if new human relations could be adminis
tered, whether by a mechanism or by a "process." 

The new kinds of questioning and searching seen at 
the conference demand the most serious discussion. 

Texas youth speak out 
Editor's note—The "Women and War" conference (see 

story p. 2) at the University of Texas at Austin Oct 18-20 
included a panel on "Everyday Wars: Working with 'Youth 
at Risk.'" Three coordinators and two youth discussed a 
program for high school students who might otherwise 
drop out of school )or join gangs. Below we print excerpts 
from the comments of the two youth panelists, a Black 
man and Chieana^roman, both 15, 

Allen: Youth ijeyv gangs because if you don't get 
treated right at hgrag^you want to join the first group 
where people tre^J ¥©*i&0 a human being. When you 
join; a gang, youigei$t$ do what you want. What's out 
there-is yeurs for the taking. But it can also get rough 
and dangerous. , r 

Pattyt A lot of people in my family, all my girl cous
ins; Jai* In gangs; Only the youngest ones are trying to 
stay inpschodli No one in my family has ever graduated 
from; 3'Hgh school. My parents are from Mexico and 
didn't even get to go to school. The only jobs they could 
get were scrubbing floors and cleaning up after people. 
They would work two or three jobs just so we could 
have something to eat. 

People join gangs to have a sense of belonging and be
cause they have the money and drugs. Also, you can get 
beat up if you don't join. The gang leaders want the 
young ones, the little dudes, because they do things for 
them. A lot of people don't think there are girls in gangs 
but it's not true. They want girls because the girls drive 
the cars and carry drugs for the guys. The girls get 
treated like dogs in gangs. 

Allen: As part of the summer program we had discus
sions on Fridays called "New Bridges." I felt I could ex
press my ideas openly without fear of persecution. I 
really liked being able to say what was on my mind 
without being told it was wrong. And it was good to 
have topics that everyone can relate to, like racism or 
sexism. We also started a newsletter and wrote about 
topics like the Persian Gulf War. 

Patty: The part I liked was when we got to tell what 
we don't like about adults. A lot of us don't like that 
adults don't think we're capable of doing things. We're 
just as capable as anyone else, if you give us a chance. A 
lot of adults tell me I'm just going to wind up a typical 
Mexican girl, drop out of school, get pregnant, work in a 
fast food restaurant. They want to plan my fife for me. 
That's not what I want to do with my life. 

From the writings of Raya Dunayevskaya 

it spontaneously, taking over the streets first in Cen-
ry City, then in West Hollywood. These demonstra-
>ns, while began by members of the militant AIDS Co
ition to Unleash Power (ACTUP) and Queer Nation, 
ive brought out mainly new people never before active. 
With no warning Gays and Lesbians pour into the 
reets, forcing people to recognize that they will 
>t continue under the old rules- As the Queer Na-
jn chant went, "Liberate, don't assimilate!" 
In the first weeks demonstrations were planned by 
irticipants at actions the night before with discussion 
ling the streets. When asked by police to present their 
iders they said, "We have no leaders." At one action, 
march down Alvarado and then Sunset Boulevard to 
illywood, marchers were proud of such self-organiZa-
»n and self-discipline that they did not need monitors. 
On Oct. 12, some 12,000 Gays and Lesbians and 
eir supporters gathered for what was described as --
|e loudest, largest, and liveliest rally in Satirameh-
Isince the 1960s. 

While some have counselled caution and asked that 
s rage be transferred to a ballot initiative, that seems 
likely today. New people have come out in the streets 
iressing their anger at Wilson, diseiiminatSA^talfl the > 
wing number of gay-bashings. One5 iffarcher said*' 
e won't be satisfied now with a watered-down law 
son would sign. We want recognition, acceptance and 
ality." —Stu Quinn and Ana Maillon 

• 
>an Francisco, Cal.—Since Wilson's veto the 
ets have been filled with angry Gays and Lesbians, 
ryone who is not bed-ridden has demonstrated. The 
onstrations have wound through the Castro district 
have led to assaults on city and federal office build-

lson's statement that his veto won't lead to new 
;ed attacks on gays just isn't true, as we can see day 

(continued from page 4) 
trilogy of revolution, and all over again, concentrate on 
Chapter One of Philosophy and Revolution, from He
gel to Sartre and from Marx to Mao. Note one other 
peculiarity of my quotations, and that is that, instead of 
quoting from the magnificent Philosophy and Revolu
tion, I quoted from a talk I gave about that work, spe
cifically on the first chapter, particularly on Hegel's fi
nal chapter of Science of Logic, the Absolute Idea—a 
talk in which I went through the whole 27 paragraphs 
without leaving out a single one, while adding not only 
the three final syllogisms (para. 575, 576, 577) from the 
Philosophy of Mind, but engaging great contemporary 
Hegel scholars in the battle'of ideas. 

This talk was delivered- to a scholarly, specialized, 
very non-Marxist organization like the Hegel Society of 
America (HSA): In order here to show how to project 
Mandst-Huhianisfm, even to a hostile audience on a 
non-Marxist topic such as Hegel's Absolute Idea, I there 
stressed my view that Hegel's abstraction, "Spirit's ur
gency," gains cohcreteness1 by his deep historic sense, 
making it equivalent to "the birth-time of history," and 
to me the birth-time of history was revolutionary. The 
reason I emphasize that it was a non-Marxist audience 
that I was addressing was not, as you see, in order to 
have an excuse to keep far away from revolutionary lan
guage. Quite the contrary. I was most concrete in refer
ring both td bur age and td Lenin, who, I stressed, was 
"the most revolutionary of all materialists," showing 
how, nevertheless, "Absolute Negativity became Lenin's 
philosophic preparation for revolution" (p. 167 in Art 
and Logic in Hegel's Philosophy). I dived into the 
challenge to those Hegel scholars even more directly 
when it came to speaking of our own age: "To this writ
er, Hegel's genius is lodged in the fact that his 'voyage 
of discovery' became one endless process of discovery 
for us. The 'us' includes both Marx's new continent of 
thought of materialist dialectics, and Hegel scholars, as 
well as the movement from practice... This writer has 
followed very closely this movement of revolt ever since 

June 17, 1953, and saw in it a quest for universality... a 
new point of departure in the Idea and in the movement 
from practice" (p. 172). 

As I faced both the president of the HSA, Prof. Louis 
Dupre, and the most well-known of today's Hegel schol
ars, Prof. J.N. Findlay, I took to task also the most eru
dite intellectual dialectician, Theodore Adorno: "...the 
real tragedy of Adorno (and the Frankfurt School) is the 
tragedy of a one-dimensionality of thought which re
sults when you give up Subject, when one does not lis
ten to the voices from below...(when) one returns to the 
ivory tower and reduces his purpose to 'the purpose of 
discussing key concepts of philosophic disciplines and 
centrally intervening in those disciplines.' The next step 
was irresistible, the substitution of a permanent critique 
not alone for absolute negativity, but also of permanent 
revolution itself' (p. 173). 

Please also reread (and very slowly) the new 1982 In
troduction I wrote for Philosophy and Revolution, 
where I answered George Armstrong Kelly, who in his 
Retreat from Eleusis challenged me on Absolute Meth
od. The reason, I must repeat, that I cite all these refer
ences, is to stress that there are many fundamentals 
that just cannot be "taken for granted" just because 
one knows the Marxist-Humanist conclusion....It's the 
only way the future can be grasped when it is still in 
the present. Indeed, it is only when one has total confi
dence that the future is in the present that one can pro
ject Marxist-Humanism's challenge—and not only to 
post-Marx Marxists but to those, both proletarian and 
intellectual, youth as well as adult, who never were 
Marxists and still are terribly weighted down by "Anglo-
Saxon" pragmatism. 

To swim with history's "Self-Thinking Idea" and ex
perience the "sufferingj patience and labor of the nega
tive" needed for the "Self-Brmgmg-Forth of Liberty," it 
is necessary to feel Self not as Ego but as self-move
ment of the masses, their self-development and historic 
self-transcendence.... Tours, RAYA 
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Our Life and Times Racist attacks spread across Central Europe 
by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes 

In October a wave of racist attacks and anti-"foreign-
er" feeling, on a scale not seen since the 1930s, gripped 
Germany, Austria and Czechoslovakia. In Germany at 
least 500 attacks on "foreigners" have been reported 
since summer's end. The most sickening was in the 
small town of Hoyerswerda in the former East Ger
many, where a mob of hundreds of neo-fascist skin
heads besieged a hostel for foreign workers for eight 
days. 

Throwing firebombs, the attackers were not effective
ly stopped by police. Nor was a counter-demonstration 
by 3,500 leftists able to dislodge the skinheads, especial
ly since the police separated them from the fascists. Fi
nally, the government bused the 230 terrified foreign 
workers and family members out of Hoyerswerda and to 

" a military base. The skinheads are hardly an isolated 
group in Hoyerswerda. As the buses left, cheering 
crowds of residents gathered, chanting "good riddance" 
and that their town was now "foreigner free." 

During the attacks in Hoyerswerda, similar but small
er attacks spread throughout Germany. A local election 
in the Social Democratic stronghold of Bremerhaven, an 
industrial and maritime center where there have not 
been major attacks on "foreigners" to date, showed sur
prising levels of support for a neo-fascist parly, the Ger
man Peoples Union. This party wants to expel "foreign
ers" from Germany. One of their leaflets opposed those 
"who want to destroy all cultures by mixing." 

The ruling Christian Democrats have appealed for the 
racist vote by calling for a constitutional amendment to 

Sweden's election defeat 
The defeat of the Social Democrats in Sweden's Sep

tember elections by conservative parties should not pass 
without comment, especially since this is only the sec
ond time they have been voted out of power since the 
1930s. This electoral defeat has been portrayed by our 

* bourgeois press as an inherent failure of socialist and 
leftist ideas. But the facts do not bear out such an inter
pretation. 

Voters' repudiation of the Swedish Social Demo
crats has much to do with their own turn to the 
Right in the 1980s, with their failure to come to 
grips with new issues raised by the youth of the 
1970s, and with the inherent non-viability, not of so
cialism, but of the so-called "mixed economy," a sys
tem which claims to move toward socialism while 
operating within the capitalist world market. 

Their first big crisis came in 1976, when they refused 
to reconsider their plan to keep building dozens of nu
clear power plants as Sweden's main source of energy, 
resulting in their being voted out of power for the first 
time in 44 years.The Social Democrats were re-elected 
narrowly in 1982, but they never did more than make 
vague promises of phasing out nuclear power. 

The second big crisis came when, in response to the 
worldwide economic stagnation of the 1980s, they 
moved closer to Reagan-type "free market" policies, 
paring down the welfare state's health, education and 
unemployment benefits. This backward step cost them 
many of their traditional supporters, especially among 

* workers. 

enact sharp curbs on the right to asylum, while the So
cial Democrats have fought back only half-heartedly, es
sentially conceding the issue to the conservatives. 

While Austria has not yet seen violent attacks on 
"foreigners" as in Germany, the far-right Freedom Par
ty has gained considerably in the polls, on a platform of 
ridding the country of foreigners. 

The case of Czechoslovakia shows that the nascent 
xenophobia and racism is not only a problem of Ger
man-speaking peoples. In October, in the town of 
Teplice, hundreds of skinheads, chanting "Sieg heil" 
and "Czech lands for the Czechs," attacked a group of 
gypsies, wounding several. There have also been attacks 

Electoral wins in Canada 
The electoral victory by the New Democratic Party 

(NDP) in the Saskatchewan provincial elections on Oct. 
21 comes after the party's victory in British Columbia 
the week before, and in Ontario last year. The NDP 
won in three-way races against the Liberals and incum
bent conservative parties in both B.C. and Saskatche
wan. 

While the elections are not a resounding endorse
ment of the NDFs social democratic policies, they 
do underline the discontent on many levels in Cana
da. This came out in the recent unprecedented 
strike by federal employees. 

Federal elections are scheduled for 1993. (Is this why 
Prime Minister Mulroney is flirting with becoming U.N. 
Secretary General this year?) Among the looming ques
tions is "national unity." In the nearly year-and-a-half 
since a Cree representative vetoed the Meech Lake ac
cords, there has been a growing movement among abo
riginal peoples to make sure any new constitution recog
nizes their right to self-determination. 

Who We Are and What We Stand For 
News and Letters Committees is an organization 

of Marxist-Humanists that stands for the abolition 
of capitalism, whether in its private property form 
as in the U.S., or its state property form, as in 
Russia or China. We stand for the development of 
new human relations,twhat Marx first called a new 
Humanism. 

News & Letters was founded in 1955, the year of 
the Detroit wildcat strikes against Automation and 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott against segregation— 
activities which signaled a new movement from 
practice that was itself a form of theory. News & 
Letters was created so that the voices of revolt 
from below could be heard unseparated from the 
articulation of a philosophy of liberation. We have 
organized ourselves into a committee form of or-

.ganization rather than any elitist party "to lead." 
Raya Dunayevskaya (1910-87), founder of the 

body of ideas of Marxist-Humanism, became Chair
woman of the National Editorial Board and Na
tional Chairwoman of the Committees from its 
founding to 1987. Charles Denby (1907-83), a Black 
production worker, author of Indignant Heart: A 
Black Worker's Journal, became editor of the pa
per from 1955 to 1983. Dunayevskaya's works 
Marxism and Freedom...from 1776 until Today 
(1958>; Philosophy and Revolution: from Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1973), and Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution (1982) spell out the phil
osophic ground of Marx's Humanism international
ly, as American Civilization on Trial concretizes it 
on the American scene and shows the two-way 
road between the U.S. and Africa. These works 
challenge post-Marx Marxists to return to Marx's 
Marxism. 

The new visions of the future that Dunayevskaya 
left us in her work from the 1940s to the 1980s are 

rooted in her rediscovery of Marx's Marxism in its 
original form as a "new Humanism" and in her re
creation of that philosophy for our age as "Marxist-
Humanism." The development of the Marxist-Hu
manism of Dunayevskaya is recorded in the docu
ments on microfilm and open to all under the title 
The Raya Dunayevskaya Collection—Marxist-
Humanism: A Half Century of its World Devel
opment, on deposit at the Wayne State University 
Archives of Labor and Urban Affairs in Detroit, 
Michigan. 

Dunayevskaya's philosophic comprehension of 
her creation and development of Marxist-Human
ism, especially as expressed in her 1980s writings, 
presents the vantage point for re-creating her ideas 
anew. Seeking to grasp that vantage point for our
selves and make it available to all who struggle for 
freedom, we have published Dunayevskaya's origi
nal 1953 philosophic breakthrough and her final 
1987 Presentation on the Dialectics of Organization 
and Philosophy in The Philosophic Moment of 
Marxist-Humanism (1989), and have donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya Dunayevskaya 
Collection. News and Letters Committees aims at 
developing and concretizing this body of ideas for 
our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic racist, sexist; exploi
tative society, we participate in all class and free
dom struggles, nationally and internationally. As 
our Constitution states: "It is our aim...to promote 
the firmest unity among workers. Blacks and other 
minorities, women, youth and those intellectuals 
who have broken with the ruling bureaucracy of 
both capital and labor." We do not separate mass 
activities from the activity of thinking. Send for a 
copy of the Constitution of News and Letters 
Committees. 

on Vietnamese and other "foreigners." 
In eastern Germany and Czechoslovakia, the collapse1 

of Communism and the failure of the independent Left i 
to pose a real alternative have left the door open hot 
only to the brutal economics of "free market" capital-! 

ism, but also to the most retrogressive forms of racism. 
Two years after the self-liberating power of the masses, 
toppled Communism, little has improved in the dairy 
lives of the masses, and it is fascist groups, not the Left, 
who are gaining ground during this period of soaring 
unemployment and shattered dreams. The future looks 
ominous indeed, especially when one considers the even 
deeper economic crisis which looms in the former Rus- j 
sian empire. 

Burma: repression continues 
The awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Aung San 

Suu Kyi, the popular Burmese opposition leader who 
has been under house arrest and in forced isolation 
since 1989, was at least a token of support for the 
movement toward self-liberation by the people of 
Myanmar (Burma) from almost three decades of the au
thoritarian military regime of Ne Win. Aung San Suu 
Kyi is the daughter of the leftist and nationalist leader 
Aung San, who was tragically assassinated in 1947 on 
the eve of independence from Britain. 

Aung San advocated a policy of democracy, socialism 
and self-determination for the country's numerous na
tional minorities. Ne Win reversed most of these poli
cies, setting up a reclusive, totalitarian society which 
claimed to be a unique form of socialism. < 

In 1988 a massive uprising lasting several months, 
in which Aung San Suu Kyi became a major leader, 
was drowned in blood. Since then, the military has 
carried on a policy of repression, but did allow a 
tightly controlled election in 1990. When tile opposi
tion National League for Democracy swept to a 
landslide victory despite all of the obstacles put in 
its way by the military, the regime simply ignored 
the election. 

The main base of support of the regime is the army, 
which numbers 220,000 people. So far there have been 
no signs of its breaking apart, but neither have there 
been any signs that mass hostility toward the regime 
has lessened. 

I Canadian worker strikes \ 
Toronto, Ontario—To its long list of assaults on 

working people and social programs, the Mulroney Tory 
government has now added a direct attack on its own 
civil servants. At the same time as it was discovered 
that huge Christmas bonuses were in the works for se
nior management, the federal government ordered over 
100,000 striking members of the Public Service Alliance 
of Canada (PSAC) back to work with the most draconi-
an legislation in Canadian Labour history. 

Workers who refused to comply faced fines of $1,000 
a day and the union itself was threatened with fines of 
$50,000 a day if it resisted. PSAC had called its mem
bers out on strike when the government, in lieu of good 
faith bargaining, made a "take it or leave it" offer from 
which it would not budge. The offer was for a three-
year contract that contained no increase in the first 
year and increases of 3% in years two and three. Most 
of PSAC's members are clerical workers who earn less 
than $20,000 a year. 

Canadian postal workers are facing the same intransi
gence from Canada Post Management in spite of a suc
cessful round of rotating strikes across the country in 
September. Issues of job security and the use of part-
time workers to replace permanent jobs are in the fore
front of the union's concerns. 

All this is occurring in a climate of government policy 
that is causing increasing militancy among Canadian 
workers. The so-called "Free Trade" deal with the U.S. 
has seen over a half million industrialized jobs head 
south of the border, and the impending deal with Mexi
co will only deepen the government's strategy to roll 
back a century's worth of gains by Canadian labour. 
This, coupled with decreases in unemployment insur
ance benefits and other vital national health and social 
programs, is leading to an accelerated process of pauper
ization of the work force. Women, seniors, youth and 
immigrants are hurt the most, as usual. 

To add insult to injury, in unveiling their prop 
for constitutional debate, the Tories have included th^ 
notion that "property rights" should be enshrined 
the constitution! It is becoming clear that nothing lesj 
than fundamental restructuring of the social and 
nomic order will be enough to humanize social relation 
in this country. —Corresponde 
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