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Concept and f l 
reality of 
"union" 

by John Marcotte 
I was talking to a trucker the other day, and I asked 

him was he union. He said no. He then said he felt 
President Clinton would "put the unions back in pow
er" because "that was the only way he could turn the 
economy around." Now I don't think the unions ever 
were "in power" in this country or, for that matter, 
that Clinton has any intention of stopping capitalism's 
attack on unions; but this guy made me see that we 
were speaking two different languages. 

When he said "union," he meant an institution, a 
party outside the workers themselves, a so-called "spe
cial interest." I had meant: Do you have a contract? Do 
you have any rights on your job? Are you united? I had 
to think how you could mean two Very different things 
by that one word, "union." 
IF UNIONS DISAPPEARED 

A day doesn't go by on my job that we don't feel, 
thank God for the union. Without the union, they'd fire 
us all. I have spoken to non-union truckers who say, 
"We're non-union, but the boss pays scale. He's got to, 
or he knows we'd unionize." Why does Federal Express 
pay halfway decent? Because UPS is union, and Fed Ex 
wants to keep the union out. If unions disappeared to
morrow, the bottom would drop out of wages all over. 

At the same time, we get really disgusted with the 
union. They're letting the company get away with a lot 
of things. One worker said, "It seems all we get for our 
dues dollar is the medical plan. The company can do 
anything they want to you." That is really true for ca
suals. 

Another thing that got me thinking was the way a 
striker at the Amstar sugar refinery in Brooklyn talked 
about his union, International Longshoremen's Associa
tion Local 1814: "The only reason we are still here is 
this is a powerful union. If this was some small union, 

(continued on page 3) 

'Felony' 
of being 
Black 

by Lou Turner 
Bill Clinton's promise to put 100,000 more cops on 

U.S. streets is, unlike his other campaign promises, one 
he intends to keep. The racist rally and police riot of 
10,000 New York cops in September, against so mild a 
reform as a civilian police review board, revealed for a 
moment to the country the face of what New York col
umnist Jimmy Breslin called "armed suburban trash." 
It's the face that Blacks and Latinos in the inner city 
feel breathing down their necks all the time. It's the 
face of a lethal occupier responsible for scores of Black 
homicides and brutality. 
INSTINCTIVE RACISM OF POLICE 

The Nov. 5 beating death of Malice Green in Detroit 
by three plainclothes cops, who joked with by-standers 
as Green lay in a pool of blood, is one of the more hor
rific casualties of the police occupation of the Black 
community. Pathologists testified that Green was liter
ally bludgeoned to death by at least 14 blows to the 
head by heavy police flashlights. 

So instinctively racist are police practices that Black 
cops have become victims of their white brethren. On 
Nov. 17, a Black undercover transit cop was shot by 
New York cops. In December, five white Nashville cops 
were involved in the beating of a Black motorist who 
turned out to be an undercover vice officer. 

Blacks perennially constitute nearly 50% of deaths 
•due to the use of deadly force by the police, while only 
making up 12% of the population. The very high arrest 
rate of Blacks, and the higher number of contacts be
tween the police and the Black community, is the highly 
charged context which virtually assures the wanton kill
ing of African Americans at the hands of the police. 

Tensions continue to run high in Miami following the 
appellate court's overturning of the conviction of officer 
William Lozano for his wanton murder of two Black 
motorcyclists in January 1989. Though the court ruled 
that Lozano is to be retried in a different venue, the Mi
ami police force was put on its highest alert in anticipa
tion of the Black community's response to the court rul
ing. With its four years of Black urban rebellion in the 

(continued on page 8) 

Editorial Article 

A host of specters, national 
and international, haunt Clinton 

by Peter Wermuth 
For all his talk of the "mystery of American renewal" 

in his inaugural speech of Jan. 20, Bill Clinton signaled 
his continuity with the Reagan-Bush approach to for
eign affairs by whole-heartedly endorsing a series of 
three armed strikes against Iraq launched by Bush sev
eral days earlier. To further underscore his determina
tion to continue Bush's bellicose policies in the Persian 
Gulf, Clinton has since warned he will take even strong
er military action should Iraq refuse to bend to U.S. die-
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tates. The specter of unresolved crises in the Middle 
East, which so haunted U.S. foreign policy for the past 
decade, thus put its mark on the Clinton administration 
from its first moments in office. 

It was not concern with policy toward Iraq, however, 
which filled the air in the aftermath of Clinton's inau
guration, as much as a welcome sigh of relief at the de
parture of Bush and hope that at least something might 
change under Clinton. Yet Clinton's effort to "stay the 
course" when it comes to dealing with a host of looming 
international crises will have a far greater impact on his 
domestic policies than some may presume. As he him
self said in his inaugural address, "There is no longer a 
clear division between what is foreign and what is do
mestic." 
CONFLICT WITH IRAQ: 
DEJA VU OR NEW REALITY? 

The series of three attacks on Iraq launched by Bush 
in January after it challenged the U.S.-imposed "no-fly 
zones" in the north and south of the country returned 
us to the horrid imagery of the Gulf War of two years 
ago. Once again the U.S. acted unilaterally, using the 
UN as a mere fig leaf for its intervention; once again 
the attacks included not only military targets but the 
outskirts of Baghdad, leading to a number of civilian 
deaths; and once again it was not Saddam Hussein, but 
the common people who have struggled so long against 
his dictatorial rule, who suffered most from the U.S. 
bombing. 

The fact that the voices of the common people of 
Iraq hardly have the ear of the new administration 
makes it all the more important that we listen to 
them now. Haider Barbuti, a 24-year-old university 
student, had this to say about a 65-year-old woman 
killed when a cruise missile fell on her house in a 
residential neighborhood of Baghdad during the 
raid of Jan. 17: "I am a human being first, then an 
Iraqi. Don't you see that your war is against human 

(continued on page 10) 

A Somali mother protesting lack of supplies. 
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Oil the Inside 

Police repression in South Central LA. 
Los Angeles, Cal.—There was a police riot at 

Florence and Normandie in South Central L.A. on Dec. 
14—although all the media totally misreported what 
happened. 

We had called an emergency rally there for noon, to 
pass out leaflets relating to the defense of the "L.A. 
4 +," who are having the book thrown at them in cases 
arising out of the Los Angeles rebellion last spring. At 
first there were about 20 people, but momentum built 
as people came from around the neighborhood to help 
pass out the flyers. We were playing music over a loud
speaker; the police came and read the ordinance that 
forbids this, so we turned it off. All the later media re
ports falsely stated that one reason for the police order 
to disperse was because of the loud music. 

At about 2:00 or 3:00 p.m. the police came back to say 
that we could not hand out flyers. There were commu
nity people involved by now and the police didn't like 
this. That's when they came in—and they came in very, 
very hard, pushing and shoving people. They told people 
to leave, but some people had cars parked behind the 
police lines, so they couldn't leave—and then they got 
arrested! The police went on to people's own property 
and arrested them there. If you tried to say anything at 
all, you were arrested. One woman kept saying that she 
wanted to get to her car, so she could leave, and they 
arrested her. 

Rocks were thrown at the police only after they 
started arresting people. Now they're giving 30 days and 
three years probation for throwing a rock, whereas 
storeowner Soon Ja Du got five years probation for kill
ing Latasha Harlins. 

On Tuesday evening Dec. 15, we were going to 
have our regular weekly meeting of the Free the 
L.A. 4+ Committee. But the church where we've 
been meeting, Bethel AME, kicked us out. Everyone 
has buckled under this pressure. We ended up at the 
house of the mother of Damian Williams (one of the 
L.A. 4). The press was all there, and within five min
utes there were ten police cars out on the street, po
lice wagons, police helicopters with lights overhead. 
And we were just trying to have a meeting! It was 
like South Africa. 

The police were everywhere outside, arresting young 
men, shoving them up against the walls. That's all the 
media showed; they didn't say anything about what was 
happening or why. The police told those kids: "We're 
going to take everything from you guys that we can. If 
there's the littlest thing wrong with your car, we'll im
pound it." The young men in the 'hood are scared. Ev
eryone's scared. The tensions are very, very thick. You 
can feel it. This is real. They want to break this up for 
real. —Community activist 
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| Woman as Reason j WAC debates ideas 
by Sonia Bergonzi 

On Jan. 12 about 60 women attended a Women's Ac
tion Coalition (WAC) meeting for a panel discussion on 
censorship. What was so special about it was that it was 
the first meeting devoted to discussing ideas. The neces
sity for it came out of debates regarding tearing down 
anti-choice posters littering the public transportation 
system and a proposed action to deface a horribly sexist 
billboard advertising Hooters restaurant. 

The four panelists' comments led to a good discus
sion, even though many women were disturbed by a 
handout of a chapter from Camille Paglia's book, Sex, 
Art and American Culture, read in preparation for the 
discussion, and in fact hissed at the mention of her 
name. 

No one was for censorship as a way to end sexism, 
but it was defined differently by different women. One 
woman said tearing down signs was defacing property, 
not censorship. Many pointed out it is the government 
that censors—and that tearing down women-hating 
signs is about liberating ourselves, not oppressing oth
ers. Women argued that our ability to live our lives free 
from sexist abuse supersedes the rights of those trying 
to keep us down. 
A B S T R A C T R I G H T S 

Other women who defined tearing down signs as cen
sorship said they don't want anyone to censor them and 
everyone has a "right" to their opinion. Some opposed 
the idea that one group's rights are more important 
than others because then "we'd be oppressing their 
right to oppress us ." 

I ra ised the point t ha t if all ideas—including sex
ism—are valid, and if t h a t is wha t ou r view of free
dom is, t hen why have a WAC? Why a re we here? I 
said t h a t if we a r e ta lk ing about freedom of speech 
then we have to talk about wha t freedom means , not 
"rights." 

I w a s concerned by these ideas because though these 
women did not agree with Paglia, Paglia argues that all 
ideas, even sexist ones (which a r e clearly unseparable 
from acts), are valid. 

Canulle Paglia says, "we must learn to accept limita
tion, duality, paradox" in the context that we must ac
cept that women may never be safe. She continues, "all 
institutions would be strengthened and honored, from 
the sex industry, with its pornographic pagan truths, to 
organized religion..." 

This kind of thought, taken to its logical conclusion, 
would mean that the anti-choice fanatics—from the Illi
nois Right to Life (read Lie), who put out the lying post
ers we tore down equating women to Nazis and slave 
traders, to Operation Oppress-you who harass women, 
bomb and blockade clinics—need to be strengthened, as 
if this is what freedom is all about. 

But this is ho more the objective t ruth of freedom 
than the "pornographic t ru ths" Paglia wants to 
strengthen. That Paglia and anti-choice fanatics are 
about unfreedom is not just an opinion, it is very clearly 
objective and women fight against this unfreedom with 
organized clinic defense and groups like WAC, which 
vows to fight all forms of sexism. 
W H A T D O E S F R E E D O M M E A N ? 

How we work out what freedom is is difficult because 
it 's not something that we can just make up out of our 
heads. I t has to be grounded in the freedom ideas and 
struggles historically and presently. Don't we need to 

W0HI€9»-

by Mary J o Grey 

More than 8,000 protesters—representing a coalition of 
46 women's, church and aid groups—demonstrated in 
over 20 cities in Switzerland last month demanding that 
the government loosen its refugee restrictions and grant 
asylum to women fleeing sexual violence in war zones 
such as Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Terres des Femmes (Earth of Women) is calling for in
ternational support for a Syrian woman seeking asylum 
in Germany to escape her violent husband. Forced into 
marriage at age 13, Maryam Zarazi endured her hus
band's beatings and affairs until her children were 
grown. Her husband now threatens to kill her if she 
goes through with a divorce. Her application for asylum 
in Germany faces an uncertain outcome, as the govern
ment accepts only political refugees, not women perse
cuted because of their sex. 

—Women L i v i n g U n d e r Mus l im L a w s 
* * * 

Negotiations by the women workers' organization, 
Kilusan ng Manggagawane Kababaihah, have resulted 
in "breakthrough gains" for women workers in numer
ous plants in the Philippines. These benefits include: 
2,000 pesos a month for day care centers; 60-78 day ma
ternity leaves; free ob-gyn checkups for pregnant wom
en and transfers to lighter work. 

* * * 

The high court in Spain has upheld the barbaric seven-
year prison sentence imposed on Dr. German Saenz de 
Santamaria, a gynecologist convicted by Malaga's pro
vincial court of authorizing an abortion. 

figure out what the highest developments have been 
and are today in the struggles for freedom? For freedom 
not to be abstract or reduced to rights, I think we have 
to work out a unity of the highest points reached in 
freedom ideas that are implicitly in the activity of 
masses of people fighting to be free. Not stopping there, 
we need to also work out the idea of freedom explicitly 
and develop it anew along with the new stages of strug
gle so that we can get to freedom and not get trapped in 
the logic of unfreedom. 

It is this kind of method that allows us to escape the 
view that we have to accept limitations, whether it 's the 
view that "this country is the best in the world" or that 
pluralism, diversity—regardless of content and conse
quence—should be embraced. But why not try to create 
something totally new which doesn't exist in any coun
try, but only in the freedom struggles themselves? 

One woman expressed h e r fear t ha t we would all 
have to agree o n tactics a n d make a WAC policy re
gard ing censorship. She said it 's a personal choice 
whe the r you w a n t to t e a r something degrad ing 
down or not . Many women app lauded her . And WAC 
didn ' t collapse—it's ge t t ing s t ronger . 

To have an open de
bate—not for the sake of 
it, but for working out the 
idea of freedom in Wom
en's Liberation—is neces
sary if we are ever going to 
become free, if we are ever 
going to build a Women's 
Liberation Movement with 
the vision of transforming 
this whole society; where 
every individual is truly 
free to reach full self-devel
opment without any limita
tion. 

WfiM&MM 

WAC in Berlin 
The Berlin Women's Action Coalition (WAC) did not 

come out of nowhere. We have been active for years in 
women's peace groups, connecting women's issues with 
opposition to militarism, with pacifism and ecology. We 
were independent, working with women in what was 
then the German Democratic Republic. In the mid-
1980s we wanted not only to react to the atrocities com
mitted against women, but we developed a women's 
"bill of rights" and discussed philosophy with lots of 
women. 

With the upheaval in East Europe in 1989, our hopes 
for disarmament were raised and shattered when what 
followed was the Gulf war and the anti-foreigner actions 
of neo-fascists. There is a lot of frustration with the 
government's inaction on the issue of burning down im
migrant workers' housing. 

We formed Mothers Against Violence where Turkish 
women brought their concern that their sons might be 
not only victims but also perpetrators. In the Spring of 
1991, just after the end of the Gulf war while the peace 
movement was disintegrating, we did a lot of organizing 
against mass rapes of women in the former Yugoslavia. 

In November one of u s was in New York and 
h e a r d about WAC. She called toge ther a meet ing for 
Dec. 4. We ju s t s t a r ted r igh t in wi th the descr ipt ion 
of w h a t happened in New York a n d wha t we can do. 
On Dec. 10 we did a demons t ra t ion aga ins t t h e mass 
r apes in Bosnia a n d 500 women came! 

It is outrageous that Turkish people, who are 10% of 
our population, cannot be citizens. Also the people who 
get asylum are mostly men—women and children are 
left behind at home. We are working together with 
women in Belgrade and Zagreb to organize a March 8 
International Women's Day event against mass rape ev
erywhere and to draw attention to the fact that though 
rape is a war crime as defined by the UN, no one does 
anything about it. —WAC member , Berl in 

Choice for Polish women 
New York, N.Y.—On Dec. 20 I participated, with 

about 45 women and men, in a demonstration opposite 
St. Patrick's Cathedral against Poland's move toward 
criminalization of abortion and for freedom of choice for 
Polish women. Sponsors included the Network of 
East/West Women, Campaign for Peace and Democracy, 
and No More Nice Girls. 

We demonstrated when the Polish parliament was de
bating a bill that would criminalize abortion and punish 
women and doctors with prison sentences of up to ten 
years. The law would also ban some contraception such 
as IUDs and the RU 486 pill and it is already hard to 
get contraception of any kind in Poland since pharma
cists are pressured by the church and rarely supply 
them. 

Since our demonstration, the Polish parliament's low
er house passed a bill that would not send women to 
prison who self abort, or doctors who abort a woman 
whose health is endangered or if the fetus is badly de
formed or the pregnancy is the result of rape or incest. 

Polish women do want freedom of choice. Over a mil
lion Polish women and men have signed a petition ask
ing for a referendum on the legality of abortion. On 
Dec. 9, up to 1,000 people demonstrated in Warsaw in 
opposition to the Parliament debates. 

—Marxist-Humanist 

Anti-choice court strikes again 

Mobs get green light 
The Reagan/Bush U.S. Supreme Court gave Bush a 

going away present with their absurd ruling on Jan. 13 
that said the anti-Ku Klux Klan act of 1871 could not 
be used to keep anti-abortion fanatics from blockading 
clinics and harassing women trying to have an abortion. 
Again this highly politicized right-wing court revealed 
its contempt not only for simple justice, but for reality. 

The reactionary majority's threadbare ideology forced 
them to base their ruling on the ludicrous proposition 
that the anti-abortion movement is not really aimed at 
opposing women's freedom. Rather, the fanatics who 
bomb abortion clinics, threaten to kill doctors who per
form abortions, call pregnant women "walking wombs" 
and scream horrendous sexist (and often racist) abuse 
in women's faces may actually have "common and re
spectable reasons for opposing" abortion. 

It is this perverse reality we have to live with for dec
ades to come that tempers our pleasure with President 
Clinton's reversal of five anti-choice decrees from the 
Reagan/Bush years, on the 20th anniversary of Roe v. 
Wade. With a stroke of the pen, he rescinded the gag 
rule that prohibited federally funded family planning 
clinics from discussing abortion with patients; ended the 
ban on1 abortions at overseas military hospitals if they 
are paid for; ordered a reassessment of the U.S. ban on 
the abortion bill RU 486; ended the ban on funding of 
UN family planning programs that provide abortion or 
abortion counseling; ended the ban on the use of fetal 
tissue for medical research. 

There is no question that this barest beginning of re
storing a fraction of our rights is a great relief. Yet 
when we see that in the last nine months there have 
been 43 chemical attacks on abortion clinics; that less 
than 231% of ob-gyn programs include abortion training 
for doctors; tha t fully 80% of U.S. counties have n o 
abortion providers; and that the U.S. Supreme Court 
has just given the green light to anti-women mob action 
at clinic doors—seeing all of this, what is inescapable is 
the necessity for a strong and growing Women's Libera
tion Movement. —Terry Moon 

Community stops rapist 
Chicago, 111.—Community residents took matters 

into their own hands alter a rapist assaulted seven 
women and teenagers between October and Decomhei 
in the Austin section of Chicago, a Black neichborhood 
on the West side. The rapist was caught m enrlv Janu
ary after the Northwest Austin Council initiated a Stop 
the Rapes Campaign whirh made the entire noiphhiir-
hood aware of the assaults I'wu hundred, nioitly wom
en, poured out for the first meeting; and helped plastei 
the neighborhood with leaflets about the rape*. When ,i 
young woman who hail been raped List fall hi-gan 
screaming after spotting ihe rapist, her mule friend 
tackled him an others rushed over to help 

One of the organizers ul the campaign. Klce Red
mond, described how women bogjn to speak out nhnut 
thoir experience!) with hexunl as«auii. which were olfon 
not from Strangers hut the men with whtirn th-'v h v 
"And some of the m m who u>-ed to MIV, that 's A wom
an's issue, I don't have t m v f»r that, begun 1o .•='•& that 
it affects them ton," he said "We :iKn realized thaL we 
have no sexual assault, service1, in mi ' neui'ihrirhonrl, .-o 
people are dealing with thi-.e trauma-. ;iluru*" The\ | 
have now decided to make, the Slop the fiape> f.umpaijrn! 
a permanent one —Feminist supporter \ 

Chicago honors Lorde 
Chic&gO, 111.—Over 300 women, Black and white, 

lesbian and straight, filled an auditorium at Malcolm X 
College on Jan . 15 for "A Burst of Light—A Celebration 
of Audre Lorde." Lorde died Nov. 17 of cancer (see In 
Memoriam; December News & Letters) . She described 
herself as a "Black lesbian feminist warrior poet moth
er, still making trouble." This beautiful tribute, organ
ized by a coalition of lesbian and Black women's com
munity organizations called Sisters Responding, includ
ed readings of Lorde's poems and essays, videotapes of 
recent speeches, music, personal comments, and a film-
in-progress on Lorde by Michelle Parkerson. 

Lorde's own voice reached out t h rough the read
ings a n d videotapes to challenge everyone a t this 
celebrat ion. "If you don't use your own power for 
wha t you say you believe in, those who oppress you 
will use your power against you," she said in a vid
eotaped speech a t the Thi rd In te rna t iona l Women's 
Book Fa i r in Quebec. 

Several speakers sought to capture Lorde's ongoing 
impact. Nancy Lanoue, with the Lesbian Community 
Cancer Project, read from The Cancer Jou rna l s , which 
helped her decide to defy her doctors' insistence that 
she wear a prosthesis to hide her mastectomy. Breaking 
our own silences was central to Lorde's revolutionary 
vision, Lanoue said. 

Mark Lovelace, a gay Black man who was a friend of 
Lorde's, recalled wondering the morning after Lorde's 
death how Chicago would respond, what was Chicago 
going to do? A tribute to Lorde that was only a mourn
ing would defy her passion. She taught him that each of 
us have our own work in fighting oppression, which for 
him was fighting sexism. One could sense at this cele
bration that Audre Lorde was still making trouble. 

—Laurie Cashdan 



Democratic Party 
by Fel ix Martin, Labor Editor 

Los Angeles, Cal.—l recently read an article on 
Homestead, Pa. In 1986 the Homestead Works that 
gave the town its existence was closed. Today its stores 
and businesses have closed. Homestead is like many 
manufacturing and agricultural towns across this na
tion—towns with many people working two or three 
jobs, while millions are unemployed and homeless. 

The article said that the Homestead steelworkers had 
voted the Republican ticket over the last three presiden
tial elections, but in 1992 had turned back to the Demo
cratic Party, "because they had nowhere else to go." 
This is where the writer of the article was wrong. Going 
from one party to the other party is what has kept the 
working people of this country tied to wage slavery the 
last 200 years. 

I recently read again an article I wrote in October 
1978 for the Assembler, the newspaper of Local 216 of 
the United Auto Workers. I was working on the assem
bly line at General Motors South Gate then and was re
sponding to an article in the Los Angeles Times. My 
article speaks as loudly today as it did in 1978: 

"The Times article states, '...efficiency and ingenuity 
would result in saving of time, money and materials.' 
We workers must say that good old 'Generous Motors' 
is saving on all of these! In 1978 they made more cars 
in less time (even with all the added attractions), pro-

{;,:', Workshop Talks ~-. 
(continued from page 1) 

the company'd have broken it long ago. Anytime the 
mafia is behind something, you know it's going to be 
around for a while." 

I was talking with some Teamsters in Local 707 a 
year ago. The federal government was throwing out the 
leadership for associating with organized crime, and a 
slate called "707 Pride" was running against them to 
clean up the union. Some of the Teamsters had the atti
tude, "They're crooks but they're our crooks," like, 
these guys go to bat for us against management and we 
don't know those new guys. (The reform slate won.) 
A FORCE OUTSIDE WORKERS? 

Can't you have that attitude only when unions have 
become something outside the workers, an outside force 
to deal with management instead of you? You can 
think they are good, or you can think they are bad and 
listen to the boss who says, "We don't need outsiders, 
we can settle this ourselves," to keep you from unioniz
ing. But it is all on the ground of unions as something 
that substitute themselves for the self-organization of 
ourselves. Because that's what they are. 

I think also of a Black elevator worker, one of only 
300 Black members of the 5,000-member Local One. He 
wasn't happy to be getting $4 an hour below scale on a 
non-union job site, but he said if the union knew about 
the job, they would shut it down. They wouldn't get him 
and the other "minority" workers better pay and safer 
conditions. They would fill the job with unemployed 
(white) members from their bench. The union appears 
to Black, Latino and Asian workers as the exclusive club 
that shuts them out of work—because that's what it is. 

The question of non-union and union is a big one, es
pecially in trucking, where there is more and more non
union. Teamster President Carey wants to organize. Lo
cal 707 wants to organize and wants rank-and-file work
ers involved. The question is the subjectivity of the 
workers, union and non-union. 
OUR LOCAL, OUR MOVEMENT? 

It's not just a question of the anti-worker NLRB (La
bor Board) and how quickly you get fired if you try to 
organize. That is the objective side of the truth. But do 
any of us feel that it is our local, our movement? Is it 
part of our lives? Or is the union still something that's 

• outside of us, that thinks instead of us, that acts instead 
of us? 

In the 1930s the CIO spread like wildfire, NOT be
cause labor laws were favorable to it, but because work
ers MADE IT BE; it was THEIRS. Ron Carey putting 
Teamster money towards paid organizing staff instead 
of private jets and multiple salaries for the leaders is 
good, but it will not solve the basic, fundamental prob
lem of why unions are losing ground. Nor will getting 
Congress to pass an anti-scab law. Nor will getting Clin
ton appointees on the NLRB. 

When workers organize a union, for a time there is a 
dualiiy. The union is not only something outside of us; 
it is us, our shop-floor organization, our unity and 
struggles, our ideas, our lives—whether in a textile 
plant down South or Local P-9 in Austin, Minn., wheth
er Delta Pride Catfish or a rank-and-file caucus against 
the union bureaucracy. The riddle only the workers can 
work out an answer to is: how do we hang on to that 
side of what union is without letting it slip from our fin
gers again? 
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is nowhere to go 
duced more (with speed-up) each day, used fewer work
ers to do the job and continued to make larger and larg
er profits each ye,ar...The investment in more and more 
automated machines to replace live working labor has 
caused the cost to go so high that there is not enough 
surplus value being produced by live workers to be in
vested to create more jobs..." 

The 1978 article continued to state that since the last 
contract General Motors had replaced 30,000 workers 
with automation. It certainly appears that things have 
not changed. Today General Motors is cutting out thou
sands of jobs. With or without the D&uiucraus, we are 
being robbed as we have been for a long time. 

The way we produce needs for people under capital
ism doesn't make sense. Workers produce everything for 
the capitalist and then workers try to buy it back. We 
cannot afford capitalism any longer. 

More and more workers, both mental and manual la
bor, are realizing they don't need the capitalist thieves 
to rob them of their production any longer. All labor 
needs to do is to replace this thinking about the need 
for someone else to think for them with a philosophy of 
Marxist-Humanism grounded in freedom. With all 
means of production in the hands of the people and put 
to work producing needs for people, we can go on to 
freedom, not back to the Democratic Party. 

GM's retirement sham 
Oklahoma City, Okla.—The early retirement of

fer from General Motors is for people who are 50 years 
old or older. I could have taken it, but because I am not 
62, I would have reduced benefits. If I wanted to go to 
work for somebody else, I could still get my retirement 
check from General Motors, but I don't think there'd be 
a decent paying job here. People coming out of the army 
go to work for Circle K, a convenience store, for a little 
above minimum wage. Financially it would put me in a 
bind right now, because I still have kids in school. 

The people it could really help are the people who 
came down from the closed Leeds plant. Most of those 
people live in Missouri, about 400 or 500 miles away. 
Some of them commute, either flying or driving, every 
weekend. But most of the guys coming down from Leeds 
are only in their middle 40s. 

Two hundred people have applied for the retirement 
program. One foreman said that the company does not 
plan to replace those 200 people with people from the 
Jobs Bank, because they're cutting the amount of hu
man power on the lines. You can look at it as a line 
speed-up or, as they say, "cost cutting" to "make us 
more effective in the market place." 

There were 6,500 workers in the plant in 1984. There 
are probably 4,500 now, and they plan to do away with 
that by 10% in the next year. We have no car produc
tion scheduled past 1996. People who have been 
through a plant closing with General Motors see the 
same thing happening here, the same tactics. We all 
know it's an inhuman system, but every time you see 
this same thing acted out, it's really discouraging. 

—Long-time GM worker 
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Book review 

Decline of leisure: 
automated exhaustion 

The Overworked American: The Unexpected Decline 
of Leisure by Juliet B. Schor (Basic Books, a division of 
Harper Collins, published in the U.S., 1991), 247pages. 

The very title of Juliet Schor's book touches a nerve. 
One woman who saw me carrying it pointed to the title 
and exclaimed, "That's the gospel!" We've come to ex
perience overwork as an objective fact of life and, for a 
great many, as the only thing separating us from the 
rising tide of poverty and homelessness. 

Schor's most serious contribution lies in demonstrat
ing empirically that capitalism has increased, not de
creased, human toil. Bourgeois economists have a predi
lection for comparing today's average working hours to 
those of the mid-19th century, which were nearly twice 
as long. She challenges this false comparison because 
that was a period of full-blown capitalism, whereas the 
proper comparison would be to pre-capitalist periods. 

Drawing upon a wealth of research, she shows that 
the medieval workday in England was no more than 
eight hours and roughly one-third of the year was taken 
up by holidays. Thus the eight-hours movements in the 
late 19th century were actually workers' attempts to 
"recover" what their ancestors had enjoyed. "In this 
sense," she says, "leisure exists in spite of rather than 
as a result of capitalism." 

WORKING HOURS EXPANDED 
Schor's analysis proves what most American workers 

know from direct experience, that despite the vastly in
creased use of automation and high tech throughout the 
U.S., and despite ever higher levels of unemployment 
and underemployment, those not yet "downsized" out 
of their jobs are being exhausted from a continuous ex
pansion of working hours over the past 20 years: wom
en are putting in about 300 more per year, and men 
about 100. All of this despite having more than doubled 
our productivity since the end of World War II. 

The fact that automation has not delivered on the 
promise of increased leisure time is no small point. It 
was this promise, after all, which served as the basis for 
ramming automation down the workers' throats in the 
1950s and 1960s. Today it is touted—along with wage 
concessions and other capitalist dreams—as the golden 
road to "making the U.S. competitive." 

Despite its plusses, Schor's book embodies a host of 
disorienting contradictions. In her view (p. 59), the key 
factors that have perpetuated the capitalists' preference 
for long hours are: in the second half of the 19th cen
tury, increased mechanization; by the 20th century, the 
use of "employment rents"; and, since World War II, 
the increased ratio of fringe benefits relative to wages. 

NO DDLE MACHINERY 
It is surely true that the "drive to use machinery in

tensively has been an important cause of long hours" 
(p. 60), inasmuch as idle machinery begets no surplus 
value. But this only explains why the machinery must 
be kept in use 24 hours a day, seven days a week. This 
168-hour period can be accommodated by four pecple 
each working 42 hours or by eight working 21 hours. 

Schor argues (p. 66) that because fringe benefits are 
paid on a per-person basis, rather than by the hour, this 
"bias" produces a powerful incentive to use overtime in
stead of hiring more workers, a bias allegedly made far 
more acute by the increase in the ratio of fringe benefits 
relative to wages since the end of World War II. Indeed, 
the climb has been steep: 17.0% in 1955, 30.0% in 1975, 
36.2% in 1987. 

However, almost the entire increase occurred during 
the first 20 years, when she shows working hours did 
not increase. Moreover, even at 36.2% the 50% overtime 
premium still costs a company more than paying one-
third more workers at straight time. The break-even 
point would occur if fringe benefits were set at 50%. 

DISCIPLINE AND EXPLOITATION 
Schor comes closer to the mark when she talks about 

"employment rents." She defines this as "the difference 
between income on the job and expected income if a 
worker is terminated" (p. 63). What she means is that 
workers gravitate to those jobs that either pay higher 
than average wages or allow workers to increase their 
incomes through regularly scheduled overtime. 

Use of such "rents" helps a company maintain a sta
ble, well trained, and disciplined work force—one more 
willing to tolerate long hours, speed-up, repetitive mo
tions, and night shifts. Schor's emphasis, however, is 
not so much on how the capitalists use "rents" to disci
pline workers as on how they trap them in a so-called 
"work-and-spend cycle." 

What Schor does not explain is the fundamental rea
son for capitalism's "preference" for overtime. Over
time hours increase the proportion of surplus value rel
ative to the hours necessary to reproduce the worker's 
own subsistence. That is, nearly all of the additional 
value created accrues to the capitalist, whereas a new 
worker must first reproduce his/her own maintenance. 

It isn't that what Schor describes has no impact, but 
that these movements are subsidiary to capitalism's 
general law of motion, the drive to appropriate ever 
greater amounts of surplus value. Having thus ignored 
the objective pull of capital, she is reduced to tinkering 
with capitalism's results. —Jan Kollwitz 
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I From the writings of Raya bunayevskaya 
Marxist-Humanist Archives 

The two-way road between 
the U.S. and Africa 

by Raya Dunayevskaya 
Founder of Marxist-Humanism 

Editor's note: We are printing in two parts Raya 
Dunayevskaya's Introduction to the Fourth Expanded Edi
tion of the pamphlet, American Civilization on Trial, 
Black Masses as Vanguard, (ACOT), on the 30th anni
versary of the publication of its first edition. This Introduc
tion, "A 1980s View of the Two-Way Road Between the 
U.S. and Africa," developed from DunayeVskaya's Marx 
Centenary tow in 1983, and was written in August 1983. 
We reprint it now in response to the new voices heard in 
the Los Angeles rebellion and as part of an ongoing discus
sion on how to work out new philosophic-historic-organiza
tional directions in the freedom movement today. Part II 
will appear in the March, 1993 N&L. To obtain ACOT in 
full, see the ad on page 9. 

On this double 20th anniversary of the famous 1963 
March on Washington and the first publication of 
American Civilization on Trial, the struggle contin
ues. The planned August 27, 1983 March on Washing
ton is taking place when the deep economic recession 
spells out Depression for the Black world, not only in 
terms of unemployment—especially that of the youth 
which is an incredible 50 percent—but in the whole field 
of civil rights, where that supreme artificer, President 
Reagan, is trying to roll back what civil rights struggles 
had achieved over the past two decades. 

Reagan's retrogressionism makes it more imperative 
than ever not to leave these stark facts at the factual 
stage alone. Otherwise, all we could report is that the 
Magnolia Jungle we described in our first edition is as 
steaming as it was when Bull Connor unleashed the 
fire-hoses, vicious dogs and cattle prods against teen
agers in Birmingham, Alabama and four young Black 
children were blown to bits in a church there—after 
which Schwerner, Chaney and Goodman were tortured 
and murdered in Mississippi, and Viola Liuzzo was 
gunned down and Rev. Reeb clubbed to death following 
the Selma to Montgomery March. Indeed, that jungle is 
still at such white heat that Black youth in Florida have 
erupted in revolt for three years in a row. 

The truth is, however, first, that what was won 
through the last two decades was inseparable from the 
intense new forms of revolt. The turbulent 1960s wit
nessed the birth of a whole Third World, central to 
which was the Black Revolution both in the U.S. and in 
Africa. Secondly, inseparable from and simultaneous 
with that, was the Marxist-Humanist banner that 
American Civilization on Trial raised in the context of 
the whole 200-year history of the U.S., whose civiliza
tion had been put on trial and found guilty. 

In a word, to separate a philosophy of liberation from 
the struggle for freedom is to doom us to yet one more 
unfinished revolution such as has characterized the U.S. 
from its birth, when the Declaration of Independence 
was meant for white only and left the Black enslaved. It 
was because this history, not only as past but as pres
ent, remained racist on the 100th anniversary of the 
"Emancipation Proclamation" that the Introduction to 
American Civilization on Trial was entitled: "Of Pa
triots, Scoundrels and Slave Masters." 

HISTORIC TURNING POINTS: SLAVE 
REVOLTS, WOMEN'S DIMENSION, 
ANTI-IMPERIALISM 

What American Civilization on Trial disclosed was 
that, at each historic turning point of development in 
the U.S., it was the Black masses in motion who proved 
to be the vanguard. Take the question of the slave re
volts leading to the birth of Abolitionism, which had 
created a new dimension of American character. It is 
not only, as we pointed out, that: "They were inter-ra
cial and in a slave society preached and practiced Negro 
equality. They were distinguished as well for inspiring, 
aligning with and fighting for equality of women in an 
age when the women had neither the right to the ballot 
nor to property nor to divorce. They were international
ist, covering Europe with their message, and bringing 
back to this country the message of the Irish Freedom 
Fighters." It is that the vanguard nature of the Black 
dimension in the Abolitionist movement has much to 
say to us today—even when it comes to Women's Liber
ation. 

Take so simple a matter as a name, specifically So
journer Truth's name. Keep in mind what the question 
of choosing a name means in today's Women's Libera
tion Movement, which has discussed widely the question 
of not bearing one's husband's name. But did anyone 
other than Sojourner Truth include a whole philosophy 
of freedom in a chosen name? Listen to her story. She 
said she "talked with God," told him she refused to 
bear a slave name, and asked what should she do? "He" 
answered her as follows: Sojourn the world over and tell 
everyone the truth about American democracy, that it 
doesn't exist for Blacks. That was how she decided to 
call herself "Sojourner Truth." 

Woman as Reason as well as Force has always been 
hidden from history, not to mention philosophy. Yet, as 
early as 1831, the very year Nat Turner led the greatest 
slave revolt, Maria Stewart spoke up in public—the first 
American-born woman, white or Black, to speak public
ly. Her appeal was to: 

O ye daughters of Africa, awake! awake! arise! no 
longer sleep nor slumber but distinguish yourselves. 
Show forth to the world that ye are endowed with noble 
and exalted faculties. . . How long shall the fair daugh

ters of Africa be compelled to bury their minds and tal
ents beneath a load of iron pots and kettles? . . . How 
long shall a mean set of men flatter us with their 
smiles, and enrich themselves with our hard earnings: 
their wives' fingers sparkling with rings and they them
selves laughing at our folly? 

Total deafness to women shaping history extended 
into the 20th century, even when it wasn't a question of 
the rights of any single person, but when whole masses 

Logo from the Ladies Department of the aboli
tionist paper, The Liberator, where Maria Stew
art 's work appeared. 

in motion fought—and won! 
In Africa, in 1929, tens of thousands' of Igbo women 

had self-organized against both British imperialism and 
their own African chiefs whom they accused of carrying 
out the new British edict to tax women. It took our age 
and a new Women's Liberation Movement to bring forth 
just such pages of history.1 

The vanguard nature of the Black dimension is seen 
also in the struggle against imperialism at its earliest 
appearance. Take the question of the Spanish-American 
War, Blacks sensed its imperialist nature and became 
the very first force in the world outside of Latin Ameri
ca itself to organize an Anti-Imperialist League in 1899. 
In a word, whether the focus is on the Civil War in the 
U.S. or the world anti-imperialist struggles, the Black 
masses in motion showed their multi-dimensionality. 

In the very same year that the Anti-Imperialist 
League was formed, in a different part of the world the 
revolutionary Marxist, Rosa Luxemburg, wrote: 

At present, Persia and Afghanistan too have been at
tacked by Russia and England. From that, the Europe
an antagonisms in Africa too have received new im
pulses; there, too, the struggle is breaking out with new 
force (Fashoda, Delegoa, Madagascar). It's clear that the 
dismemberment of Asia and Africa is the final limit be
yond which European politics no longer has room to un
fold. There follows then another such squeeze as has 
just occurred in the Eastern question, and the European 
powers will have no choice other than throwing them
selves on one another, until the period of the final cri
sis sets in within politics...etc., etc 

The birth of a whole new Third World in our age cast 
a new illumination both on Luxemburg's flash of genius 
on imperialism's rise and on the little-known page of 
Black history concerning its early anti-imperialist strug
gles. The struggles today have reached a new intensity, 
and they are multi-dimensional. As we witnessed in the 
anti-Vietnam War struggles, it was the Black youth who 
first articulated the defiance as "Hell, no! We won't 
go!" Yet it has become clear since the 1960s that even 
the greatest actions need the direction that comes from 
a total philosophy of freedom. What is needed now is to 
concretize such a philosophy of freedom as the reality 
for our age. 

EMERGENCE OF THE THIRD WORLD AS 
MARX FORESAW IT 

What American Civilization on Trial reveals is both 
Marx's deep American roots and his Promethean vision. 
Take the succinct way in which Marx pinpointed the sit
uation in the Civil War at its darkest moment, as the 
war dragged on and the Southern generals were win
ning so decisively as to produce a defeatist attitude in 
the North. Where others looked at the mOitary forces, 
Marx looked at the forces of revolution: "A single Negro 
regiment would have a remarkable effect on Southern 
nerves . . . a war of this kind must be conducted along 
revolutionary lines . . . " (Letter from Marx to Engels, 
August 7,1862). 

From his very first break with capitalism, as he dis
covered a whole new continent of thought and of revolu
tion which he called "a new Humanism," capitalism is 
what Marx critiqued and fought against throughout his 

1. See Judith Van Allen's "Aba Riots or Igbo Women's War" in 
Ufahamu 6: no. 1 (1975). An elaborated version also appeared in Worn-
—r. in Africa, Nancy Haflrin and Edna Bay, eds. (Stanford, Ca.: Stan
ford Univ. Press, 1976). See especially a global view of revolutionary 
women in Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution, pp. 79-112. 

life. Here is how he described the origins of European 
capitalism: 

The discovery of gold and silver in America, the extir
pation, enslavement and entombment in mines of the 
aboriginal population, the beginning of the conquest and 
looting of tile East Indies, the turning of Africa into a 
warren for the commercial hunting of black skins, sig
nalized the rosy dawn of the era of capitalist production. 
(Capital, Vol. 1, p. 823, Kerr edition) 

The unmasking of Western civilization's racism by its 
Black dimension in revolutionary moments of mass up
surge makes imperative a most serious return, on this 
centenary of Marx's death, to his critical, revolutionary 
unmasking of Western civilization's capitalist founda
tions. Just as in the U.S., so in Britain, Western civiliza
tion has been put on trial by the Black dimension. This 
became especially sharp with the April 1981 Brixton re
bellion. Like the famous Kerner Commission Report fol
lowing the 1967 rebellions in the U.S. and the current 
investigations into the Miami rebellions, the British 
government has produced its own Scarman Report on 
the Black British rebellions. While the tone of the Brit
ish report is more outraged than its American counter
part at the stripping away of Britain's fetishism about 
its vaunted "civilization," Lord Scarman nevertheless 
found that "the disorders, like so many riots in British 
history, were a protest against society by people, deeply 
frustrated and deprived, who saw in a violent attack 
upon the forces of law and order their one opportunity 
of compelling public attention to their grievances." Be
ing in the business of empire longer than the Ameri
cans, however, the British authorities are more expert 
in recognizing historic continuities in the new forms of 
revolt against their rule. Thus, in its very first para
graph, the Scarman Report observed that "the petrol 
bomb was now used for the first time on the streets of 
Britain (the idea, no doubt, copied from the distur
bances in Northern Ireland)."2 

Frantz Fanon was absolutely right when, in our age, 
he wrote: "Two centuries ago, a former European colo
ny decided to Catch up with Europe. It succeeded so well 
that the United States of America became a monster..." 
The extreme urgency of dealing with that global mon
ster today demands that the struggles be tightly woven 
together with a total philosophy. As we work it out for 
our age, what is needed is a concentration, at one and 
the same time, on 1) the trail to the 1980s from Marx's 
last decade, and 2) revolutionary Black thought. 

It was in his last decade that Marx discovered still 
newer paths to revolution. Present-day existing state-
capitalisms calling themselves Communist, like Russia 
and China, have totally abandoned both the philosophy 
aWd the actuality of Marx's "revolution in permanence." 
Marx, on the other hand, began introducing fundamen
tal changes in his greatest theoretical work, Capital, 
which disclosed his new perceptions of the possibility of 
a revolution in technologically underdeveloped lands be
fore the technologically advanced West. Take the simple 
word "so-called" placed by Marx in the title of the final 
part of Capital: "The So-Called Primitive Accumulation 
of Capital." Though that word has been disregarded by 
post-Marx Marxists, it touches the burning question of 
our day—the relationship of technologically advanced 
countries to the technologically underdeveloped Third 
World. What Marx was saying with that word, "so-
called," was that it simply wasn't true that capitalism's 
carving up of the Asian and African world characterized 
only the primitive stage of capitalism. 

To further stress that technologically advanced capi
talism has not at all left behind the so-called primitive 
stage of turning Africa into "a warren for hunting black 
skins" and forcing them into slavery in "civilized" 
countries, Marx subordinated the whole section of Part 
8 and made it integral to Part 7, "Accumulation of Cap
ital." There it reached its highest point—the concentra
tion and centralization of capital. Thereupon, Marx add
ed a whole new paragraph to the 1875 French edition of 
Capital, which showed that this continued outreach 
into imperialism "successively annexed extensive areas 
of the New Worldi, Asia and Australia."3 

As Marx then turned to study pre-capitalist socie
ties—be it of the Native Americans, the Indians in Mor
gan's Ancient Society, or the Australian aborigine des
ignated by Marx as "the intelligent Black," he hit out 
against anyone trying to transform his chapter, "The 
Historical Tendency of Capitalist Accumulation" into a 
"Universal." Marx insisted that he had been describing 
the particular, historic stage of Western capitalism; that 
other societies need not follow that path. If they did, 
they would "lose the finest chance ever offered by histo
ry to a people and undergo all the fatal vicissitudes of 
the capitalist regime."4 

2. Marx often singled out the deep relationship between Irish revolu
tionaries and all other minorities. A new projected 11-volume documen
tary study, covering the impact of Garveyism on the U.S., Africa and the 
West Indies, reveals the revolutionary relationship between Garveyism 
and the Irish struggles in the early part of the 20th century. Vol. I 
(1826-1919) and Vol. II (1919-1920) are due off the press in November, 
1983, edited by Robert A- Hill (Berkeley, Cal.: Univ. of California Press). 
See also "British Civilisation on Trial," in the May-June, 1981 issue of 
Marxist-Humanism, journal of British Marxist-Humanists, available 
from News & Letters. 
3. This paragraph was left out of Engels' English and German editions. 
It is discussed in Chapter 10 of Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Libera
tion, and Marx's Philosophy of Revolution, "A Decade of Historic 
Transformation: from the Grundrisse to Capital." 
4. Marx's letter to the journal which had published a critique of his 
work by the Russian Populist, Mihailovsky, was written in November, 
1877 but not published in Russia until 1886 after Marx's death in 1883. 
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| Essay Article Spontaneity, Organization and Philosophy: 
Black Masses as Vanguard 

b y Michae l F l u g 
I 

The mass upheaval of the 1992 Los Angeles rebellion, 
which challenged the oppressive reality and ideological 
dictatorship of the Reagan-Bush era, did not spring full
blown out of nothing. Spontaneity and organization 
were linked from the start. What appeared as the spon
taneous actions of thousands in Los Angeles was preced
ed by a long process of organization—an organization of 
thought among those "furthest down." One could see 
elements of that emergent social consciousness over a 
year ago—in the reaction among workers in the South 
to the Hamlet, NC fire, and in the movement among 
women which followed the Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill 
hearings. 

Such movements underline new developments in 
what might be called "Black Mind," developments 
which have characterized liberation struggles of the 
Black masses against the hollow, abstract reality of 
American "democracy" for more than two centuries. 
And yet what is simultaneously emerging is a deepening 
crisis in Black Mind, a split in attitudes within Black 
America which is forcing a rethinking of many old con
ceptions of spontaneity, organization and philosophy. 

At one and the same time, Black and Latino ghetto 
youth, derided as an "underclass," forced a whole na
tion to listen to them this year when they rose up in 
Los Angeles, and yet Black conservative intellectuals 
gained increasing attention by asserting that judging a 
person by the "content of their character" means that 
middle-class Blacks can divorce themselves from any 
connection with those in the ghettos. 

At one and the same time, in response to the Clarence 
Thomas-Anita Hill hearings, organizations like African-
American Women in Defense of Ourselves sprang up, 
but so did an attraction in the community for elements 
in Malcolm X's Autobiography which argue that the 
Black woman's role in Black liberation struggles is a 
subordinate one. 

At one and the same time, the movement for 
Acrocentric education launched an assault on the 
arrogance which equates European culture with all 
culture and European knowledge with all knowl
edge, and yet within that movement an illusion has 
been nurtured which imagines that multi-cultural 
spheres can be created and sustained without a fun
damental uprooting of the socio-economic system. 

Such profound contradictions challenge revolutionar
ies to find new vantage points from which to work out 
the relationship of spontaneity to organization and of 
both to a philosophy of liberation. One such vantage 
point may be found in Raya Dunayevskaya's 1963 work, 
American Civilization on Trial (ACOT)1, and its cen
tral category, "Black Masses as Vanguard" of the need
ed American revolution. Why does that category so 
characterize American history, and under what condi
tions does even such an energizing force reach an im
passe? Put differently, it is impossible to work out the 
relationship of spontaneity to organization and of both 
to philosophy, without asking "what makes a revolu
tionary Subject revolutionary?" 

II 
In American Civilization on Trial (ACOT), there is 

a three-fold relationship that delineates the vanguard 
role Black masses have played throughout American 
history—their relationship to white workers, to Black 
intellectuals, and to the development of the Idea of 
Freedom. From the beginning, the Black Dimension has 
offered the most profound test of all social movements 
and all concepts of revolution. 

The dialectical and historical connections between 
American slavery and American freedom, between the 
belief in an inferior race and the ideology of classless op
portunity, have dominated this society since its birth. 
Summing up ACOT for its 1983 edition, Raya 
Dunayevskaya wrote, "What ACOT disclosed was that, 
at each historic turning point of development in the 
U.S., it was the Black masses in motion who proved to 
be the vanguard" (p. i). In each case, the challenge from 
the Black Dimension was both a challenge in the realm 
of organization and a challenge in the realm of thought. 

Take the period of the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
By 1862 the war was going badly for the North, and 
Karl Marx's closest colleague, Engels, wrote that "all is 
up," that the North would lose. Marx answered that 
Engels was approaching the question from a "purely 
military" standpoint. "A single Negro regiment," he ar
gued, could change everything (p. 10). 

Why did Marx think so? It returns us to the ques
tion: What makes a revolutionary Subject revolu
tionary? It wasn't a question of numbers. It could 
change everything because it would set in motion a 
transformation of the war from one conducted "con
stitutionally" to one conducted "on revolutionary 
lines." In short, what made the difference was the 
way a new revolutionary Subject shakes up all rela
tionships. The entrance of Blacks into the army 
quickly developed a logic of its own, because it cri
tiqued all the halfway houses in which Lincoln and 
his generals had been hiding. 

From the beginning—that is to say, from his first ex-

Delegates to 1920 First International Convention of the Negro Peoples of the World organized by 
Marcus Garvey. 

1. American Civilization on Trial: Black Masses as Vanguard 
Detroit: News & Letters, 1963, 1970, 1983). Issued as a "Statement of 

the National Editorial Board of News and Letters Committees " the 
principal author was Raya^Dunayevskaya. Page numbers in parentheses 

i ' -- in the text referto the 1983 «<iu%ni > r = i j ) i -. • - t : i * > r i ; \i 

pression of his philosophy of liberation in 1844—Marx 
had always focused his attention on the relationship be
tween Subject and Mind. In 1844 he singled out the 
workers as those who could bring down capitalism, yet 
insisted at the same time that the relationship between 
men and women is an indication of the degree to which 
society had become fully human. In 1867, as he was fin
ishing Capital, he added: "Labor cannot emancipate it
self in the white skin where in the black it is branded." 
Far from being rhetoric, this was the perspective for all 
development of the freedom movement after the Civil 
War. During Reconstruction, an opening emerged for a 
revolutionary organizational relationship between white 
workers and Black ex-slaves. 

But what happens when the road is not taken? 
While white workers in the National Labor Union 
fought for the eight-hour day, they could not agree on 
what relationship they should have to the struggles of 
freedmen in the South, or even whether Blacks be
longed as members of the union. In the late 1860s, 
white workers' struggles in the North and those among 
Blacks in the rice and sugar industries in the South 
were waged separately. 

In 1864 Marx had written to Lincoln that "this bar
rier [slavery] to progress has been swept off by the red 
sea of civil war." By 1870 he had a very different view, 
writing that the attitude "of the poor whites to the Ne
groes" is similar to that of the English worker to the 
Irish. "The ordinary English worker," he argued, 
"hates the Irish worker as a competitor who lowers his 
standard of life. In relation to the Irish worker, he feels 
himself a member of the ruling nation...thus strength
ening their domination over himself."2 

By 1876 Federal troops were withdrawn from the 
South, ending Reconstruction and betraying Black aspi
rations. The very next year they were used to break the 
1877 strikes of unionized workers in the North (pp. 
12-13). Organization, even mass organization, which 
had not absorbed the newest impulses from the Idea of 
Freedom as expressed in the self-activity of ex-slaves, 
could not take this "second American Revolution" to 
completion. 

In the 20th century, Marcus Garvey's Universal Ne
gro Improvement Association (UNIA) tested the rela
tionship of freedom ideas and organization in a very dif
ferent way. Black veterans came back from World War I 
determined to make the U.S.'s hollow "democracy" real. 
They were warned about "Reds" in Russia, but what 
they experienced were the race riots of "Red Summer, 
1919." Blacks fought back against racist attacks, "and 
then they searched for an organization, a philosophy 
that would express not only their frustrations and pro
found disillusionment, but their spirit of revolt and de
sire for total freedom" (p. 19). 

In the space of only two years the UNIA grew to an 
organization of some six million, determined to unite 
"all the Negro people of the world." Garvey's newspa
per, circulated hand-to-hand from the Mississippi Delta 
to Northern ghettos, and from Latin America to South 
Africa, became a forum for underground news and radi
cal ideas. Both the white radicals and the established 
Black leadership, the "talented tenth," denounced Gar
vey as a fraud and his schemes as "pipe dreams." But 
they could not explain why six million joined him while 
they could only watch. DuBois even helped the govern
ment deport Garvey. 

Such a split in attitudes to the Black masses re
turns us to the question: What makes a revolution-

2. Karl Marx letter to S. Meyer and A. Vogt, April 9, 1S70. The letter is 
included in Marx, Ireland and the Irish Question (New York- Inter
national Pubs., 1975). . . . ,.- -•-,<') :• , , . , 

ary Subject revolutionary? First, the objective side. 
Marx wrote of the "socialization of labor" that ac
companies the growth of capital into ever bigger in
dustrial units. Workers are disciplined and organ
ized by the capitalist process so that more produc
tion can be squeezed out of them. But at the same 
time, this process contains the logic of its own de
struction. Workers get to know their own power and 
each other; they organize against the system. 

What happened under the American segregation sys
tem is not unrelated. As Blacks moved to the North at 
the outset of the "Great Migration," they were immedi
ately forced into segregated housing, schools, jobs. They 
got to know each other in larger and larger numbers; 
they were forced to establish new Black institutions, 
since white institutions were closed. Segregation served 
as the organizing and disciplining agent in which Gar
vey's revolutionary message could flourish. And while 
there is no direct relationship between the way capital
ist production disciplines workers and the way segrega
tion has disciplined the Black masses, the dialectic of 
events in both centers around the way new development 
in Mind find organizational expression. In the South of 
the 1960s, organization to overthrow segregation burst 
out of the same Black institutions shaped by its tyran
ny. 

Second, the subjective side. Both the established 
Black leadership and most of the Marxists of the time 
misidentified skilled, educated and openly political 
workers as "advanced," and derided unskilled workers, 
women, and new migrants from the South as "back
ward." This was never Marx's view. From the start, 
Marx's humanism insisted that the greater the "frag
mentation" of the human being, the greater is his or 
her "quest for universality," the drive to be free to de
velop one's talents and creativities "unmeasured by any 
previously established yardstick."3 

What happened to that "quest for universality" in the 
movement of the 1920s? In Philosophy and Revolu
tion, Raya Dunayevskaya calls our attention to "a dia
lectic of thought from consciousness through culture to 
philosophy."4 Such a movement is the most profound 
"quest for universality," but it is far from automatic; 
the dialectic has all too often been derailed before the 

creation of a full philosophy of liberation has even been 
placed on the agenda. The mass Black consciousness of 
the Garvey movement gave birth to the Black cultural 
explosion of the Harlem Renaissance, even if some of 
"the talented tenth obscured the connection." It even 
gave new impetus to a nascent Black History move
ment, with its own organizations and institutions (p. 
20). 

But here the movement stopped; at the end of the 
1920s it reached another "road not taken." It was a 
very different dead end than the one reached after the 
Civil War, but it was no less crippling. Despite the great 
advances in Black culture and Black history, a philoso
phy of liberation for Black America remained out of 
sight.5 

Ill 
The maturity of the age—two centuries of freedom 

(continued on page 9) 

3. Marx, Grundrisse (London: Penguin, 1973), p. 488. 
4. Raya Dunayevskaya, Philosophy and Revolution: Prom Hegel to 
Sartre and from Marx to Mao (New York: Dell, 1973), p. 287. 
5. What got substituted for a philosophy of liberation were contending 
economic-political strategies of the Socialist Party, the Communist Par
ty and the Pan-Africanists. For Dunayevskaya's critique of these see 
ACOT, pp. 21-25, and her 1944 essay, "Marxism and the Negro Ques
tion " Raya Dunayevskaya Collection <RD€X, Archives of Labor. , 
and Urban Affairs. Wayne State' University1, #259. " " ~ N 
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STATE OF THE UNION/STATE OF THE WORLD 

AS WE BEGIN 1993 

I thought the tone of your November 
Editorial on the elections was awfully 
grim. I agreed with every word, especial
ly that "for us the struggle against the 
dehumanizing conditions of life in this 
country has just begun." But it's not in
significant that we're going to have a 
President who protested the Vietnam 
war. People I know were so ecstatic 
when Bush was defeated that it remind
ed me of Dunayevskaya writing about 
an incubus being lifted when Stalin 
died. Now is definitely the time to fight 
to make things better. Otherwise in four 
years we might get a Buchanan or a Da
vid Duke! 

Feminist 
California 

* * * 
I live in Chicago and my husband 

lives in Indiana, because we couldn't 
find jobs in the same city. All the crap 
about family values in the election cam
paign made me sick. Just trying to 
make a living tears your family apart! 

Fed-up 
Chicago, 111. 

* # * 
Andrew Kliman's essay on "The new 

forms of appearance of state-capitalism" 
(December 1902 N&L) was important in 
showing the limitations of so-called 
"politics of change." Clinton acts as 
though job-training is a panacea—but 
everyone knows the only growth will be 
in service jobs. As The Marxist-Hu
manist Theory of State-Capitalism 
shows, the Planners all planned on in
creasing the standard of living of the 
masses, but never could. 

Mathematician 
San Diego 

* * * 
The Essay on state-capitalism's new 

appearances showed how structural are 
the crises of capitalism and revealed a 
deeper and more ominous alliance today 
between capitalist ideology, the state, 
and militarism. 

Young revolutionary 
Berkeley 

* * * 
At a meeting on Somalia I attended, 

one speaker concluded there is a new 
world and the UN has to take care of it. 
Another said the U.S. must reconstruct 
Somalia's infrastructure. Everything 
had to be done externally by those who 
had to rectify what they had done. The 
Somalian speaker was even worse on 
this. The Left just got up and said, 
"U.S. out of Somalia." Nobody but our
selves spoke about the failure of the Af
rican revolutions. The U.S. will feed 
some people but Africa will not be re
built. Capitalism hasn't done it in the 
last 30 years. Everybody skips revolu
tion and the subjectivity of the masses. 

Black writer 
Oakland 

* * * 
The U.S. intervention into Somalia is 

being presented as something complete
ly "new"—the first intervention not 
tied to U.S. interests, supposedly solely 
humanitarian. But isn't it the most vital 
of U.S. interests, now that there is only 
one "superpower," to maintain the le
gitimacy of the status quo, which can't 
be done in the eyes of the world with 
millions of people starving to death as 
the U.S. stands by with its bloated mili
tary machine? 

Victor 
New York 

* * # 
The Youth column about students 

asking "Education for what?" (Decem
ber 1992 N&L) will be talked about a lot 
now that Clinton is in. What he's talk
ing about is a partnership between busi
ness and education. In France and Eng
land education is also being tailored to 
the needs of business. They want philos
ophy teachers now who have MBAs and 
experience in business. You can cut a lot 
of radical professors out that way. It's 
very important that the youth not limit 
their demands to just asking for schol
arships. Education at Berkeley was free 
when the Free Speech Movement erupt
ed. 

Radical professor 
Indiana 

* * * 

In 1991 N&L covered the North Caro
lina Imperial Chicken processing plant 

. fire, wherein workers were trapped in 
t , the, p^ocied.pMt.wh^ti a fu-e.erupted. 

Besides those wounded, 25 workers 
died. Corporation boss, Emmett Roe, 
was recently sentenced to 19 years and 
11 months in prison and is expected to 
serve only 24 to 30 months on the 25 
counts of manslaughter (read: women 
slaughter). 

I don't believe in "an eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth." It's the entire 
capitalist system commiting and perpet
uating this kind of horror. Yet this is a 
small "victory" for the Hamlet workers 
and community. The Imperial Food 
Workers for Justice became more organ
ized and led a national movement. 
OSHA laws in North Carolina were im
proved and dire conditions of southern 
workers were exposed to the world. 
"Organize the South" is more than a 
slogan, and has been pushed forward. 

Sheila 
New York 

* * * 
Because of our struggle to survive, we 

workers have to keep making conces
sions instead of holding our ground. 
We're slaves to a system. If we are sup
posed to be one of the greatest nations, 
why do we see so many homeless, starv
ing, lost people? Why don't we stop to 
really try to understand theory and 
practice? 

Working woman 
Oklahoma 

* * * 
During the recent election campaign, 

the white workers kept being told that 
they were middle class, no matter how 
poor. It was a way to divide them from 
the Blacks and the unemployed, I think. 
But American Civilization on Trial 
shows that at each turning point in his
tory, Blacks have anticipated the next 
stage of development of labor. "Black 
masses as vanguard" is not an opinion, 
but the truth of American history. 

Labor writer 
New York 

* * * 
I can see Black as vanguard in Aboli

tionism, but it's not so clear today. 
Blacks are no longer critical to the econ
omy, which has an impact on how peo
ple view themselves. Black intellectuals 
don't face the same problems as Blacks 
in the ghetto. The "benefit" of segrega
tion was a certain classlessness in the 
Black community, a sense of solidarity 

I and community. Black nurses and law
yers lived right down the street. With 
the kind of division we see today into 
middle class and masses, this no longer 
exists. 

Black minister 
Bay Area 

* * * 
The crisis today is global. You can't 

put a band-aid on it any more. We can't 
all operate high technology. What the 
Los Angeles rebellion proved was that 
the hi-tech plan creates inner cities with 
permanently unemployed armies. There 
is no money to rebuild South Central 
L.A. Black America is at the forefront of 
the problem. But LA. also showed the 
"new passions and new forces," to re-
Construct society. 

John Alan 
Bay Area 

Readers5 Views 

CAPITALISM, SEXISM, CANCER 

The highest incidence of breast cancer 
in the New York City area occurs on 
Long Island with its many middle and 
upper middle class neighborhoods. Nes
tled among these communities are facto
ries; some small, some big. Many have 
closed leaving behind toxic material; 
many still operate using toxic materials. 
Most of Long Island's drinking water is 
ground water. Long Island has danger
ous toxic dumps. Scores of potato farms 
have been lost because the soil has be
come too toxic from the use of pesti
cides. These are just a few facts the 
public is aware of. The day after I re
ceived my December issue with the 
"Woman as Reason" column on "Breast 
Cancer, Capitalism and Sexism," the 
following newest "findings" came out: 
Long Island has such a high incidence 
pf^reast cancer because it has a prepon
derance of Jewish women and Jewish 

women are prone to develop breast can
cer. 

Capitalism continues to poison the 
earth and look for statistical answers. 
Could it be that if they thought prostate 
cancer was linked to all this toxic mate
rial Long Island would be turned upside 
down? But then prostate cancer affects 
mostly old men so they probably 
wouldn't give a damn about that either. 

Angela Terrano 
New York 

* * # 
Terry Moon's article on breast cancer 

in the December N&L united the strug
gle against disease with the struggle 
against production for production's sake 
and the dehumanization of women. 
Above all, it exposed the deadly lie of 
blaming disease on "lifestyle." 

Health worker 
Detroit 

INTERNATIONAL 
WORKER 

SOLIDARITY 

I'm sending you a page from the Jan
uary 8, 1993 issue of Klassekampen 
(Class Struggle) which has a large pic
ture of Chicago Oscar Mayer workers 
and a story of their struggles. I thought 
they would like to see it. What has hap
pened is that the owners of Oscar Mayer 
are lobbying to buy a chocolate factory 
here in Norway but the workers are 
fighting against it. International solidar
ity! 

Freedom fighter 
Norway 

'GOOD MORNING, REVOLUTION' 

Much will be said and written about 
Maya Angelou's poem for the Clinton 
inaugural. (Even more could be said 
about her misguided support of Clar
ence Thomas.) Her allusions to the po
etic images of the great African Ameri
can poet and radical, Langston Hughes, 
especially to his famous poem, "The Ne
gro Sings of Rivers," is another regret
table instance of mainstreaming the rev
olutionary dimension of Black thought 
to fit the pale abstractions of U.S. "de
mocracy," now underway. Thus, instead 
of the African American singing of riv
ers of struggle, Ms. Angelou has a river 
singing. 

Where Langston sang "Good morn
ing, Revolution," Ms. Angelou's 
mainstreaming is more in keeping with 
"Good Morning, America." Such a 
sharp divergence can only be explained 
by the fact that Langston speaks as 
powerfully to the revolutionary dimen
sion embedded in the Black condition 
today, as he did during the Depression 
when he wrote "Good morning, Revolu
tion," confiding to his friend, "Revolu
tion": 

"You see/The boss knows you're my 
friend./He sees us hangin' out togeth-
er./He knows we're hungry, and rag-
ged,/And ain't got a damn thing in this 
world—/And are gonna do something 
about it." 

Would that we had such a poet-revo
lutionary to sing of our rivers today. 

L.T. 
Chicago 

RETHINKING SOCIALISM 

Your report on the "Rethinking 
Marxism" conference in the December 
N&L was much too kind. As a veteran 
of many Left conferences, I had hoped 
that the combination of sponsors critical 
of "traditional" Marxism, and the fall of 
the Soviet Union, would really produce 
some "rethinking." Instead I found the 
same old vulgarizations of Marx and ac
ceptance of the Soviet Union as social
ist, that have impeded revolutionary 
thought and vision all these years. 

The plenary sessions were, except for 
some feminists, given over by and large 
to "names" like .Manning.Marabie,-who . 
said what was wrong, with, formerly lex*!, 

isting "socialism" was that it needed to 
add "democracy." He suggested in the 
U.S. we "make corporate capitalism 
more democratic," and praised markets 
as efficient. In short, nothing needs 
much changing, except to make people 
more "equal." 

When a Marxist-Humanist asked at a 
plenary why there was no discussion of 
the Los Angeles rebellion at the confer
ence, and called for a new relation of 
theory to practice, he was told that con
ferences are places for theoreticians to 
talk to each other. The speakers seemed 
to have no idea that ideas might come 
from others than themselves. 

Anne Jaclard 
New York 

* * * 
Many left-wing intellectuals are 

searching for a new way out after the 
fall of Communism in East Europe. A 
number of graduate students and a few 
professors here share my criticisms of 
capitalism. The critical point is how to 
turn theory into practice. A Korean stu
dent I talked with showed me I am not 
alone when he said: We need a revolu
tion. 

Chinese exile 
Ontario 

* * * 
I was in the Puerto Rican Indepen

dence Movement several years ago and 
had to be in the closet as a lesbian. It 
seemed we lost some of our humanity in 
the movement. The way they would 
treat our lesbians was terrible. It also 
bothered me that it was supposed to be 
about equality, but there were people 
who did the thinking and people who 
did the work. There was no interaction 
other than political work, and heaven 
forbid you would do something else in 
your life, or that you couldn't make it to 
do typesetting because your kid was 
sick. If an equal society was what we 
arere for, then why were women doing 
all the work while men were sitting 
around supposedly doing the thinking? 

Puerto Rican lesbian 
Chicago 

FIGHTING 
AGAINST 
MILITARISM 

The hopes for a new world after the 
Cold War ended have unraveled before 
our eyes—with 100,000 slaughtered in 
the Persian Gulf War, the horrors in 
Bosnia, the starvation in Somalia—all 
because the forces of the old world are 
still in place. The U.S. military is still 
signing up 250,000 young people every 
year, and the Pentagon has requested 
funding for an increase in the number 
of junior ROTC units. By 1994, when 
the cutbacks are ended, the U.S. mili
tary will be an elite force. We are reor
ganizing our efforts to reach young peo
ple with material on Conscientious Ob
jectors. Readers can write us for infor
mation. 

CCCO 
2208 South St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 19146 
# * * 

It was surprising to read in your book 
review "Battling homophobia in the mil
itary" (and in bold face at that) that 
WWII was a "war against fascism" as a 
statement of fact and equally surprising 
to find such a benign attitude towards 
the military and its ROTC, as if what is 
needed is reform. There is a long history 
of struggles within the military against 
its horrendous discriminatory policies 
and it is important to learn of gay and 
lesbian struggles. 

Shouldn't the "new generation of 
youth" be fighting (and perhaps they 
are) not only the homophobic policies 
of ROTC but the whole concept of 
ROTC, as did the generation of youth 
who tried to stop its first appearance on 
school grounds and campuses? The 
question still remains: reform or revolu
tion? 

Reader 
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HEGEL'S LOGIC AND STAGES OF FREEDOM 
I found very challenging 

Dunayevskaya's formulation, in the 
1969 Thesis printed in the December is
sue ("Logic as Stages of Freedom, 
Stages of Freedom as Logic, or the 
Needed American Revolution"), that 
Lenin's statement "to a man" was too 
general. Lenin's perspective, that after 
the revolution "production and the 
s tate" had to be run by the whole popu
lation, "to a man, woman, and child," 
was not an idle slogan of his, but one 
that he did attempt to practice, with 
Workers' Councils, trade unions, etc. So 
what does Dunayevskaya mean, "too 
general"? 

Then she goes on to criticize her own 
formulation in Marxism and Freedom 
on two kinds of subjectivity—the egois
tic subjectivity of the Leader, e.g., Mao, 
vs. the revolutionary subjectivity of the 
masses—as, again, "not concrete 
enough." Following which, she immedi
ately says, "Let 's turn to Hegel"—and 
quotes Hegel's ending from his Science 
of Logic. That hardly seems "concrete" 
in our usual usage of that term! The 
quote deals with the need to go beyond 
the Absolute Idea in Hegel's Logic into 
the full concretization of Idea as Mind. 

There is much to think deeply about 
in this column, written in the moment 
of the "endings" of the movements of 
the 1960s, and the search for new be
ginnings—a moment we are still living 
within today. 

M.L. 
Los Angeles 

* * * 
After reading the entire 1969 Perspec

tives Thesis "The Needed American 
Revolution" I saw why Dunayevskaya 
was compelled to dig into Hegel's Log
ic. Her analysis of the Black freedom 
movements in the first section revealed 
trends that could derail the impulse of 
the masses to reconstruct society on a 
human basis. Illusions about Black capi
talism and electoral politics, then and 
now, impede the coalescence of forces: 
Black and white labor, other minorities, 
youth, and women who want to realize 
tha t kind of freedom. Failure to develop 
philosophically the ideas of activity ne
gates that impulse to t rue and total 

freedom, and prevents the freedom 
movements from becoming the 
"negation of the negation," or creators 
of a new basis for life and liberty. 

Susan Van Gelder 
Detroi t 

* * * 
On Raya Dunayevkaya's writing in 

the December N&L: While recently 
reading Hegel's Phenomenology of 
Mind I saw some of the same philosoph
ic issues she develops with regard to his 
Science of Logic. Each stage in the 
Phenomenology has its own form and 
content, but the particular is always 
where the individual and universal 
meet. As you follow Hegel you see all 
three are stages, but they mean some
thing completely new when they are 
conceived together. In fact, the move
ment shows what really is, and what is 
not. 

Lat ino activist 
New York, N.Y. 

* * * 
Raya is helping us to grasp the iu-

man dialectic which is the cease ess 
struggle to be free through this hell-on-
earth. We are asking ourselves, "What 
to do?" and she is demonstrating that 
this historic period is a "particular, de
terminant mediation," which, as we 
move through it, is somehow changed. 
It is the reason why, "with activity and 
without, the theoretic preparation for 
revolution never stops." 

Young revolut ionary 
Chicago 

* * * 
The Archives column in the December 

N&L, to me, was about both 
Dunayevskaya's book Phi losophy and 
Revolution, as well as American Civi
l ization on Trial . The column brought 
them together. I saw how Black Masses 
as Vanguard became a category for 
Dunayevskaya, as giving voice to both 
past and future movements. In this 
1969 thesis she also shows the begin
nings of the breaking down of racism 
within white labor, how the struggle at 
the point of production breaks down 
those divisions between 
Black/white/Latino. 

Black worke r 
California 

ITO 
ON 

ROSA 
LUXEMBURG 

:omments on the new Narahiko Ito's comments 
edition of Dunayevskaya's Rosa Luxem
burg , Women's Liberation, and 
Marx's Philosophy of Revolution (De
cember N&L) were profound, and re
vealing. The Japanese Luxemburg 
scholar says that when he read the 1982 
edition, he did not grasp her relation
ship to women's liberation. Today he 
greatly appreciates Dunayevskaya's 
feminist insights into Luxemburg's rev
olutionary/intellectual development, and 
the lessons Dunayevskaya draws for our 
women's movement—Luxemburg's in
dependence from male so-called Marx
ists, her emphasis on mass spontaneity, 
and her relationship to Marx's concept 
of "revolution in permanence." 

Ito credits the "clarity" of the 
new edition to the addition of 
Dunayevskaya's presentation, "Marxist 
Humanism's Challenge to All Post-Marx 
Marxists," in which she highlights the 
inadequacy of Lenin and Trotsky's leg
acies for our age. But strong critiques of 
them and of Luxemburg—the best of 
the "post-Marx Marxists"—appear in 
the book itself, which is not changed. I 
would guess that Ito's new reading of it 
has something to do with changes in his 
understanding of feminism over the 
years, perhaps aided by Adrienne Rich's 
new foreword, which bursts with enthu
siasm for the feminism inherent in 
Dunayevskaya's philosophy. 

Women's Liberat ionis t 
New York 

THE BRITISH SCENE 
Despite the shock of the Spring Tory 

re-election, the Conservatives are now 
totally in disarray. If Labour had any 
guts whatsoever they could have rallied 
enough support to bring the govern
ment down. As it is, any major strike 
would almost certainly escalate and the 
Tories would collapse, as many East Eu

ropean regimes did. 
Labour, of course, hasn ' t the guts, so 

much so that it is running round the 
place pleading with the leadership of 
any union that shows signs of fighting, 
to back down. The call for Trade Union 
Congress (TUC) "days of action," which 
the TUC leadership advanced, have 
been quietly forgotten. Nevertheless, 
there is so little support, anywhere, for 
the government, that any struggle, how
ever small, tha t flared up could ignite a 
nationwide movement. 

Laurens Ot te r 
England 

* * * 
At the moment the troubles of the 

monarchy are only a side-show. The 
only logical argument that supporters of 
the monarchy now put up for its reten
tion is that it encourages the tourisi. 
trade. As no doubt this trade would ben
efit enormously from an annual re-en
actment of the execution of Charles I, 
with reigning kings/queens regularly 
dispatched in Whitehall, it can only be a 
matter of time before some entrepre
neur catches on to the idea. 

Correspondent 
Br i ta in 

WHO SUPPORTS N&L? 
N&L keeps me informed about the 

things happening in other parts of the 
hemisphere. The basic ideas behind 
freedom struggle are the same every
where. But how can we make sure the 
struggle does not tu rn into a terrorist 
movement such as is taking place in 
many parts of our country? We must 
find the way to a humanist outlook. 

Phi losophy professor 
India 

* * * 
Your first-person reports of struggles 

from below are excellent and your goal 
of integrating workers and intellectuals 
is very important. But your concept of 
philosophy still separates thought from 
action when you use "highbrow" lan
guage. Supporter 

Baltimore 
* * * 

Whatever else it is, N&L is always in
teresting. Here's my renewal. 

Reader 
Kentucky 

:• . ' = . , . . ' " ' «»'".,.'111; 11 II I mill mi I I I I I I . i H I I I J I U I ii , j n , ,u„ ... . . . . ••• | m .,,,, .., 

SELECTED PPailCATIONS FROM NEWS & LETTERS 
—BOOKS— 

D M a r x i s m a n d F r e e d o m 
.. .from 1776 u n t i l t o d a y 
1989 edition. New introduction by author 
by Raya Dunayevskaya.................$17.50 per copy 

D P h i l o s o p h y a n d R e v o l u t i o n : 
from Hegel to Sartre 
and from Marx to Mao 
1989 edition. New introduction by author 
by Raya Dunayevskaya.......... .$14.95 per copy 

-PAMPHLETS-

• R o s a L u x e m b u r g , Women's L ibera t ion , 
a n d Marx's P h i l o s o p h y o f R e v o l u t i o n 
1991 edition. New introduction by author. For
ward by Adrienne Rich, 
by Raya Dunayevskaya. $12.95 per copy 
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| Black/Red View 1 Lc 
b y J o h n Alan 

For some time "Multiculturalism" and 
"Afrocentrism" have been offered as new, exciting theo
ries which would advance the struggles of Black Ameri
cans in the 21st century. 

Last year The Black Scholar published the papers of 
prominent proponents of the theories of "Multi
culturalism" and "Afrocentrism"—Henry Louis Gates, 
Jr., Manning Marable and Molefi Asante—in its June 
20th issue, one month after the Los Angeles rebellion.* 

This column will focus primarily on the theory of 
"multiculturalism" as presented by Gates, because 
Gates gives a fuller description of the logic of 
"multiculturalism.'' 

The subjective/objective premise of the "multicultural 
theory" is two-fold. First, according to Gates, we are in 
"the midst of a renaissance of Black scholarship. More 
women and Blacks are tenured than ever before and 
more occupy tenure-track positions." And, at the same 
time, the research work that's being done by scholars in 
Black Studies is monumental in scope. 

The second premise is that by the middle of the 21st 
century half of the population of the U.S. will consist of 
people of color. Such a radical demographic change, ac
cording to Gates and Marable, will compel the nation to 
rethink its attitude to race and culture. 

The logic of this story ends in a hypothetical society 
where all cultures and ethnic traditions are practiced 
equally with the now dominant so-called Greco-Roman, 
Judeo-Christian culture. 

It is hard to believe that a prominent group of African 
American intellectuals would present such a ready made 
theory for Black liberation based on demographic projec
tions and their own cloistered research into Black histo
ry and literature. What we have is not a leap in theory, 
but a serious retrogression in thought which presup
poses that revolutionary transitions in history happen 
without conscious mass human activity. 

However, the primary concern of the multiculturalist 
is not the process of revolutionary transition, but cul
tural equality within the existing realities of capitalism. 
Theoretically, they see no organic connection between 
cultures and the existing mode of production and the 
social division of labor it creates. Thus, they are oblivi
ous to the alienating character of all existing cultures 
and the contradictions of class and sex they contain. 

Multiculturalism attempts to shut itself out of the di
alectic of history, especially recent history. All that 
Frantz Fanon has said about the pitfalls of national cul
tures and narrow nationalism, at a great moment of 
revolutionary leaps in human thought and activity, is 
ignored and blanked out of history by the 
multiculturalist. Indeed, the theory of multiculturalism 
is their theory of the "end of history." 

Whereas the logic of multiculturalism would end 
Black history in an absolute of an abstract society of 

* Those papers were given at the Wisconsin Conference on Afro-
American Studies, April 18-20,1991. 

Clinton betrays Haitians 
New York, N.Y.—Clinton gave a pre-inaugural 

blow to the Haitians fleeing that island for their lives, 
when he announced he would break his campaign prom
ise and continue Bush's policy of intercepting their 
boats and forcing them back to Haiti. This pirate action 
is supposed to stop the flood of refugees whom no coun
try will accept, but it has not worked, and has only add
ed to the political deaths and repression in Haiti. 

«, ; In the year following the military overthrow of Presi
dent Jean-Bertrand Aristide in Sept. 1991, approximate
ly 37,000 Haitians were picked up by the U.S. and im
prisoned while their applications for political asylum 
were initially processed. About 10,000 wejre eventually 
permitted to live in the U.S. during the next stage of 
their applications, while the rest were returned to Haiti. 

Meanwhile, 276 people who tested positive for HIV 
ha\e remained imprisoned at the U.S. naval base at 
Guantanamo under barbaric conditions for many 
months. They are all people who otherwise qualify to 
come to the U.S. at once, but are being excluded under 
the U.S. policy of forbidding entry to anyone who is HIV 
positive. The rule is not applied to Cubans, however. 

Lawyers and the press were recently admitted to 
the camp for the first time in months. They saw the 
shacks with leaky roofs, snakes and scorpions, the 
razor wire fences, the poor food, medical care and 
sanitary conditions. People who most heed it are 
not getting medical treatment and are crowded to
gether making it easy for infections to Spread. One 
baby has died and several refugees have attempted 
suicide. Demonstrations by the Haitians have been 
broken up by tanks and dogs. 

People who become too sick to be treated there are 
flown to the U.S. and imprisoned here, in spite of the 
fact that they have done nothing wrong and qualify to 

,, live here. A few have been released after demonstrations 
and publicity. 

At a meeting sponsored by the Emergency Coalition 
for Haitian Refugees in December, witnesses and rela
tives of a prisoner described their ordeal and called for 
pressure on Clinton to close the camp. A speaker from 
ACT—UP/Americas related their plight to that of sick 

. , ,*-.- ( , undocumented tpeopJe, in jthis, country,, demanding we 
• . ?'fight AIDS, nonimmigrants." —Ailaie Jaclard 

gic of multiculturalism 
equal cultures, Carter G. Woodson, the pioneering Black 
historian, more than three quarters of a century ago 
helped to create a great new moment in Black history 
by founding The Association for the Study of Negro Life 
and History. The goal of the Association was to investi
gate both the African and Black American past history, 
while promoting the concept of Black History. 

The impulse for Woodson to begin his work in 1915 
was not solely personal. He was responding to the birth 
of a new self-consciousness among the thousands of Af
rican Americans who migrated to the cities during 
World War I. The new migrants of the "New Negro" 
movement, as they were called then, had a tremendous 
need to know their past history as they demanded the 
right to fully participate in U.S. society. It would be cor
rect to say that the Universal Negro Improvement Asso
ciation (the Garvey Movement) and Woodson's Associa
tion for the Study of Negro Life and History were recip
rocal movements of theory and practice. This is not to 
say that Woodson and Garvey practiced this unity con
sciously, but rather it was a unity imposed internally by 
the subject—Black masses in motion. 

When we get to the theory of multiculturalism, there 
is no revolutionary subject, only cultural diversity as a 
measure of reality. Thus, Andrew Young can say on the 
McNeil/Lehrer program that the "American army is in
herently diverse" and, therefore, it's appropriate to send 
it to Somalia. 

Remember Latasha Harlins! 
Los Angeles, Cal.—On New Year's Day, 1993, 

South Central L.A. community residents gathered at 
the murder site of Latasha Harlins for a candlelight vig
il in honor of what would have been her 16th birthday. 

Latasha was assassinated last March by Korean gro
cer, Soon Ja Du, who accused her of attempting to steal 
a bottle of orange juice. 

The celebration, organized by the Latasha Harlins 
Justice Committee, was to let the world know that 
African American Los Angeles residents intend to 
fight for justice in 1993 as we had in 1992. 

Young Black men and women sporting Malcolm X t-
shirts and caps, spoke of their outrage towards U.S. rac
ism and police brutality. Along with Latasha's murder 
were references to the Rodney King beating and the 
L. A. rebellion. Intuitively the crowd engaged in the 
popular chant, "No Justice! No Peace!" 

The Latasha Harlins Justice Committee announced 
new efforts to recall Judge Joyce Karlin, who last year 
gave Du probation and no prison sentence after a jury 
convicted her of voluntary manslaughter! Last year's ef
forts to recall Judge Karlin did not succeed and Karlin 
was re-elected to preside on the juvenile court bench. 

The committee currently is raising funds to buy 
the liquor market where Latasha was shot and con
vert it into the Latasha Harlins Foundation, a com
munity center dedicated to the development of the 
neighborhood and its youth. 

Donations to the Latasha Harlins Justice Committee 
can be sent to: The Latasha Harlins Justice Committee, 
4041 Marlton #220D, Los Angeles, California 90008. 

—Maurice Miller 

| Blade World 
(continued from page 1) 

early 1980s, Miami reminds us that police brutality, and 
government complicity in legitimizing it, is often the 
precursor to violence, social and state. 

That is what occurred in Teaneck, New Jersey after 
an all-white jury acquitted a white cop, Feb. 13, 1992, in 
the shooting death of 16-year-old Phillip Pannell, in 
April 1990. Even though medical experts testified that 
Phillip's hands were raised when he was shot, the jury 
acquitted the officer in the trial. Black youth in Teaneck 
revolted the night following the acquittal. 

Black youth, in particular, have become the target of 
police brutality and use of deadly force. In Chicago, 
known torturer, police commander Jon Burge, has been 
named recently in a civil rights lawsuit involving the 
torture of 13-year-old Marcus Wiggins by police officers 
under Burge's command. The youth was one of three 
Black youths subjected to electroshock by cops trying to 
force false confessions from them in the case of the 
murder of a Latino youth in September 1991. 

"They (the police) took me in a room and closed the 
door and asked me to tell what happened," Marcus said. 
"I told them I don't know, and they started hitting me 
and punching me, and I told them I don't know. Then 
they brought in a box—it was silver—they put it on my 
hands. They turned it on, and I remember it burning 
my hands and my head went back." 

Marcus now receives treatment for post-traumatic 
stress disorder at the Kovler Center for International 
Victims of Torture. The lawsuit against Burge also 
names Black former Police Supt. LeRoy Martin, who 
was Burge's immediate superior at the time. 

Martin tried to suppress his department's own inter
nal report that Burge's South Side Area 2 headquarters 
had, for 12 years, "systematically" brutalized Black sus
pects. In the period covered in the report, Martin had 
commanded Area 2 headquarters, t anc} ^Chicago Mayor 
Richard M. Daley had been state's attorney.) ; , : ; ^ r ' : i; 

Somali women oppose war 
The intensification oi inter- ami imra-cian fighting 

following the owrthrjw nf Mohammed Siad Riim*, tin* 
I'.S.-supported dirtitftii-. in Somalia, ha.-; made the work 
of ihe wonvn'fc dewlopnumt agency. IIDA, morn urgent 
than I'vcr. Uarrc had iiwiiinulJy supported women'* 
rights hul in truth barred .m\ -.vonn'Ti's nrganiration 
other than the official one hi-.dcvl by his I'nutin 

I IDA was founded in 19H1, after Karre'a uu»U>r. Jin 
projPCLs of organizing n'liel .ind work programs h>r luw-
incomc Somali women and their children «lw> conuun u 
Women's Liberal ion Jinu-iiMou k lr. Somali uunion .mri 
their children who base -.ulfon-d lhr must deviist.'ilinf; 
i-lToci1- nf the l'iimnu- \inon ,1.-= part of I'ltlhlII-.LT unit.--. 
h;no be-on inure able to uliiam food for ihi-msi'lw.-. a! 
pin point', It i-i Nir.iali iMimeii wiin have i-merijed a.-
llu* lcn-itThhip .'ii'.il :::.iin.-:..»- m Mi:nlu» .mri n.i-ri. 
•iiv -including tho .li-tnhutin!-. v>: fend "i-lii-f ilunii'! u.i-
two;. oars of iv. il war 

7.j.hra Molhinrnwl Nur. pttiiivi inanswr nl 11 PA iii 
M'lLMih-lm sjid "\\i* h:i\i- :'.oll-.'i:i.r In dn with thi» v..ir 
Wu don't h.iw -siiv h unit .imnn;; the clan-. A Sutaah 
wowJil could li.JVi- fuiii rlulilrcri (mm f'nir dilfi-rt-nt 
tribes So uhi- dncin'L want anything ID iin with it. I: i-
the men leader* who waul the fight nig." 

Dahabo Iwo. '11 >uurs u\<\. directs <-omt: 1-lu fond 
kitchens in Mogadishu, iecdins more than 2(10.(10() peo
ple daily and employing R.U0O Somali women. "The 
women are stronger than the men." she say-. "Now the 
women finally understand the weakness of the men 
they always depend on clans, we are neutral and that in 
why we are strung." 

Another founder of IIDA, Halima Ismail Ibrahim, 
says: "You can find even- tribe in our organization. 
We do not believe in the war of the tribes.'* Nur says: 
"Women are the largest clan.'' IIDA nLso focuses on 
lifc-and-death women's issues «uch as rape: Somali 
women who have been raped, including in the 
course of the war, are regarded as impure and made 
into pariahs even by members of their own families. 

One activist. Saida Mohammed Ali. has stated public
ly thai she has. refused to submit her daughters to ihe 
horrendousfly dangerous, painiul, degrading and dufnrni-
ing—Lo mind and spirit, a- well u.s hod>~ "tradilion.il" 
practice of .female genital mutilation, nr ehturidei-uuiiy, 
the removal of the chton.-. Clitondet-Uimy I.S -omenmc-
comhmed with the practice nf lnliuuldiiun. the s—wing 
shut of the vulva (ihe lips of the \bgma) until murridi:". 

While Somali women an: intent on moving for
ward, they are aware of the growing threat and 
power of Islamic fundamentalism, well-funded in 
Somalia by the governments of Saudi Arabia and 
Sudan. "We are afraid of these militant fundamen
talists," says Ibrahim. "They want to put me in the 
house and not allow me to go out and I can't do that. 
I want to help my people. I am a human being. I 
have intelligence and knowledge.1' "We will fight 
against fundamentalism," says Nur. "No one can 
ever tell us again to stay at home and no^ work. 
There will be another war." 

The women activist.-, are critical of the U.S.-led recon
ciliation efforts that focus only on the male clan leaders, 
ignoring entirely the inter-clan networks of cooperation 
existing among the women. Mcmhers of IIDA are con
sidering creating a women's political party "We must 
try ourselves," Ibrahim states "We can't depend on the 
men to give us a chair at the palace." 

—Michelle Landau 

Given its history, then, it comes as no surprise that 
Chicago should be the first U.S. city to be cited by Am
nesty International for police torture when it issued its 
report on the systematic use of police brutality in Chica
go, in December 1990. The forms of torture carried out 
by the Chicago police department—all against Black 
men—include electroshock of suspects' ears, lips and 
genitals; suffocating suspects with plastic bags until 
they lost consciousness; simulating Russian roulette and 
sticking the barrel of guns in the mouths of suspects; 
handcuffing naked suspects to hot radiators; burning 
them with cigarettes; and beating the testicles and the 
bottoms of the feet of suspects. 

According to a U.S. Commission on Civil Rights re
port on ponce practices, "Evidence—suggests that police 
abuse of minority citizens comes close to being an or
ganized practice in some departments." The same Civil 
Rights Commission report states that most victims of 
police shootings are "classified as 'fleeing felons' by the 
police," though there are few instances when "a known 
felony [has] been committed prior to police pursuit of 
the victim" (Who Is Guarding the Guardians: A Re
port on Police Practices, U.S. Commission on Civil 
Rights, October 1981, p. 40). 

The inner city remains the only place in U.S. society 
where a modern police force maintains the 19th century 
frontier attitude of "applying summary justice on the 
spot." The government, the courts and criminal justice 
system constitute the legal and ideological bulwark for 
this habit of inflicting deadly force in Black and Latino 
communities with the common law "fleeing felon" rule. 
This law gives the police "justification in using deadly 
force against any person suspected of committing any 
felony in order to make an arrest" (Ibid., p. 149). j 

The inescapable conclusion to be drawn from the sta- ( 
tistical picture of the overwhelming disproportion of ,| 
Black men shot and/or killed by the police use of deadly j 
force, is that being a Black man in the U.S. is a potential ' 
"felony." A Bjlack man running or refusing to allow , 
himself- to be disrespected and abused by the police 

• turns that potentiality inte atdeadlyj actualityt ; , , ( ',,,..: 

http://tradilion.il
file:///bgma
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Organization, spontaniety and philosophy 
(continued from page 5) 

struggles and battles of ideas—today places myriad ex
pressions of one central question on the agenda in lo
cales as different as catfish processing plants in Missis
sippi and Black women's defense groups in Chicago: 
how to create the kind of organization for liberation 
that is a full and concrete expression of the highest or
ganization of thought, the Idea of Freedom? 

The revolutionary 19th century German philosopher, 
Hegel, traced the two-way movement of the Idea of 
Freedom through categories he called Universal, Partic
ular and Individual.6 On the one hand, the greatest ab
stract Universal still lacks something—the concreteness 
in which it can be expressed by and for the Individual. 
Black Americans have ceaselessly tested the abstract 
Universals of "American Civilization" and found them 
wanting, precisely because, as Marx put it in his 1844 
Humanist Essays, "the Individual is the social entity." 

On the other hand there is a movement in the other 
direction, from the Individual through the Particular to 
the Universal. It is this movement which manifests it
self as the "quest for universality," the drive of the in
dividual to develop all of his or her faculties and talents, 
challenging all barriers, to become whole. This two-way 
movement, far from floating abstractly above reality, 
characterizes many of the greatest works of African-
American literature because it reflects and intensifies 
the Black experience in this country. Hegel summed it 
up very well when he called that two-way movement, 
"Individualism which lets nothing interfere with its 
Universalism, i.e., Freedom itself."7 

The key, however, is in the middle term, the "Par
ticular," and especially when the "Particular" is or
ganization. How to remove all the barriers to the 
free expression of creativity, when the forms with 
which we fight against the division of mental and 
manual labor, against racism and sexism, are so per
meated with the pull of the old society? Unless the 
"Particular" of organization, can truly become in
separable from the Idea of Freedom, we will forever 
keep finding American Civilization guilty, yet con
tinue living under one or another form of its rule. 

The great Caribbean-African revolutionary, Frantz 
Fanon, scathingly criticized the form of organization 
which became associated with most Marxism since 
Marx—the vanguard party. Calling it the creation of 
an "elite," he charged that "the fetish of organization 
will often take precedence over a reasoned study of colo
nial society. The notion of the party," he argued, "is a 
notion imported from the mother country." 

In the U.S., none of the vanguard parties calling 
themselves socialist ever grew deep roots in the Black 
community. The Black experience during World War II, 
when the Communist Party attacked A. Philip Ran
dolph's March on Washington Movement as "subver
sive," explaining their actions on the grounds that de
fending Russia came first, left a bitter taste (pp. 24-25). 

Forms of organization born out of the spontaneity 
of struggle, however, have sprung up throughout the 
history of Black struggle, from the Underground Rail
road to the committees of the Civil Rights Movement. 
Not only have such forms been less elitist, but they 
have often been more conscious of the power of the 
Freedom Idea to transform reality. It wasn't necessary 
to convince anyone who worked in the Civil Rights 
Movement that the Idea could be a material force. How 
else could you explain what happened when the Move
ment came into a town where Jim Crow ruled for dec
ades, where the first meeting drew maybe 10 people, 
and a month later 5,000 marched? It wasn't organiza
tion alone; neither had material circumstances changed. 
It was the igniting force of "Freedom Now!" which sud
denly liberated talents that were there all along. 

And yet, when the Civil Rights Movement faced dif
ferent challenges—from ghetto rebellions, from the 
Vietnam War, from women's liberation—it became clear 
that organization alone, practical activity alone, 
could not suffice. The movement did not have a deep 
enough grounding in a philosophy of freedom to avoid 
what followed—the disintegration and cooptation of its 
organizations and the ideological pollution of its legacy. 
As Dunayevskaya put it in her Introduction to the 1983 
edition of ACOT: "It has become clear since the 1960s 
that even the greatest actions need the direction that 
comes from a total philosophy of freedom. What is need
ed now is to concretize such a philosophy of freedom as 
the reality for our age" (p. ii). 
, A "hunger for philosophy" was indeed felt in both 

the U.S. and Africa in the 1960s and 1970s, but the 
new directions indicated by such thinkers as Martin 
Luther King and Malcolm X in the U.S. and Frantz 
Fanon and Amilcar Cabral in Africa were not fol
lowed through. Concepts of organization and philos
ophies of liberation remained in separate compart
ments. Deep retrogression characterized the 1980s, 
as exemplified by the counter-revolution from with
in the revolution that led to Reagan's imperialist in
vasion of Grenada. 

In the last weeks of her life, Raya Dunayevskaya was 
probing why all the new organizations born of sponta
neity end up being swallowed by forms of the "old" so-

6. Hegel's categories of Universal, Particular and Individual permeate 
the Doctrine of the Notion in his Science of Logic and weave through 
all three volumes of his Encyclopedia of Philosophical Sciences. 
For Dunayevskaya's discussion of these categories in the context of the 
xmtemporary United States see her 1969 thesis, "The Needed American 
Revolution," included in the RDC, #4385. 

7. Hegel, Philosophy of Mind (Oxford: Oxford U. Press, 1971), #481. 

ciety. "What have the various forms of spontaneity 
achieved," she asked. "And why, when they did come 
close to power, was it the political organizations that 
didn't take them over so much, as that they themselves 
looked to be taken over?"8 

During this same period Dunayevskaya was also prob
ing why Lenin—who was hardly an "activist" hostile to 
theory, and who was engaged in a study of Hegel's Log
ic at the outbreak of World War I—nevertheless barely 
ventured into the final chapter of that book, the chapter 
on the Absolute Idea. It is in that final chapter that He
gel discusses perspectives for organizationally uniting 
theory and practice. What stopped Lenin on the 
threshold of the chapter on the Absolute Idea (in "The 
Idea of the Good"), according to Dunayevskaya, was 
that he got caught up in a new appreciation of the 
"Practical Idea," of revolutionary action, so much so 
that he considered Practice to be the "resolution" of the 
contradiction between freedom ideas and the objective 
world. Consequently, he never got to develop what has 
become pivotal in our age, the "power of cognition" to 
transform reality.9 

Naturally, the "organization" Hegel was writing 
about was the organization of thought, and the circum
stances of Lenin's study are very different than those 
facing organizations born out of spontaneity in our 
time. Nevertheless, it may help us to ask whether there 
is any connection between the two. What is the pull, the 
attraction, from the "Practical Idea," that appears to 
"solve" things, and yet ends by blocking the path to full 
freedom? , 

Can it be that there is such a formidable historic 
barrier to working out a full unity of theory and 
practice that it extends from the 19th century to the 
threshold of the 21st, and encompasses both serious 
revolutionary theoreticians like Lenin and working 
men and women who are members of organizations 
engaged in freedom struggles? And if there is an 
"organizational answer" that may help overcome 
such a barrier, what is its connection to the ques
tion, "what makes a revolutionary Subject revolu
tionary?" 

In the Preface to the 1963 edition of ACOT, 
Dunayevskaya warned that the "forward development" 
of the Freedom Now movement "can be impeded if the 
underlying philosophy is in any way compromised." "In 
this situation," she continued, "a small organization 
like ours has a pivotal role to play both as a catalyst and 
a propellant" (p. 3). Dunayevskaya revisited this ques
tion in one of her last writings, her June 1, 1987 pre
sentation on the dialectics of organization and philoso
phy. There she asked: "what is the objectivity which 
explains the presence [of a small group like us], as the 
objectivity explains the spontaneous outburst of the 
masses?" She was seeking, she said, "the objectivity of 
subjectivity." 

This is the focus as well of the final section of ACOT. 
Entitled "What We Stand For-And Who We Are," this 
practical organizational conclusion begins with a quote 
from Hegel: "The self-determination therefore in which 
alone the Idea is, is to hear itself speak." There has 
surely never been another revolutionary group which 
defined its tasks by stressing the inseparability of or
ganization from the "self-determination of the Idea" (p. 
32). 

In this brief section, what is traced is how the idea of 
Marxist-Humanist developed in the dialogue among 
members of News and Letters Committees, between 
Black and white, workers and intellectuals, women and 

8. Dunayevskaya, "Talking to Myself document, written May 1987. In
cluded in RDC, #10955. 
9. Dunayevskaya's 1986-87 critiques of Lenin's reading of Hegel's Logic 
are included in Vol. 13 of the RDC. See especially #10848 and #11228. 

The Needed American 
Revolution: 

American Civilization On 
Trial: Black Masses 

as Vanguard 
A Special News & Letters Bulletin of a series 
of Presentations and Discussions on Amer i 
c a n Civ i l iza t ion o n Tr i a l in response to the 
continuing challenge of the Los Angeles rebel
lion 

I n c l u d e s spec ia l a p p e n d i x : 
• From the Archives, by Raya 
Dunayevskaya "Economic Roots of 
the Negro Problem" (excerpts from 
her 1944 thesis, "Marxism and the 
Negro Problem") 
• "What Is the Meaning of the Los 
Angeles Rebellion?" (Editorial article, 
June, 1993 News & Letters, by Lou 
Turner) 

men—and between the "dialectic proper" and its orga
nizational expression. 

In a period when spontaneous mass movements from 
practice barely begin to express themselves before they 
are absorbed or crushed, it may be that a different "ob
jectivity of subjectivity" is needed. If new revolutionary 
developments are today blocked without a new leap in 
the realm of Mind, the "small .group" as "catalyst and 
propellant," may be necessary to help make revolution
ary Subjects fully revolutionary, to re-animate move
ments for, and concepts of, liberation. 

Perhaps it was this idea that ACOT was articulating 
when, 30 years ago, it concluded: "the turning point for 
the reconstruction of society occurs when theory and 
practice finally evolve a unified organizational form. We 
have reached the turning point" (p. 34). 

American Presidents Turn 
Dreams into Nightmares 

j Perhaps Sfartin was barn in the wrong time of year 
I when the pomp of Presidential crroinonic* 

drown out the cries from Port au Prince 
Let me leave. 
Jet me leave, 
sing the crashing vm\es 
January hi a cruel month 
They decided to bomb liughiLxl 
It looked botier on TV 
than the "tit for tat" 
100 plane operation 
Yesterday, the yellow ticicei- „m«<-
the Arabian Night, 
the tearing of human bodies 
out of the camera's sight 
Today, ready the Networks-

', for the barrage 
Cut through the daybreak 
of Martin's massage. 
In the wreckage of the ancients'monuments 
Bombay, Baghdad, Bosnia 
where other wars found their religious sacraments 
we watch the inaugural ball 
to a quick step 

', or perhaps the legacy of a forced march 
• To wars. 
1 At the hotel 

they watch the sky open to a video screen 
splintered again 
shards ofglass crash through the lobbv. 
Switching channel*—there's nothing on TV 
Today 1 went to celebrate Audit; 
who was born a month jfier M,irnn 
A new spelling ofher name - fr„'Rii>a Adis-u -
warrior - she who makes lin meaning know n 
For t'verv tear today, 
they mined bomb* nn ,'/./•; ii :\, 
today and two} earn a%o 
On Mart'n's day 
Thry mis;hi try to Ink* th:; J.i.; 
hu: HI' shall mak-' vw mnmhiii* A.\.'••! \ 
tomorrow 
Tomorrow, tomorrow, lummron, 
like •':» > phoenix it. todav 

V. Shrlley (Jan. 19,199.11 
'AndMartin s 

• To order Special Bulletin on The Needed Ameri
can Revolution, send $2 + $1.05 postage to News 
™ ? e r s ' 5 9 E ' V a n B u r e n ' Rm- 7 0 7 ' Chicago, IL 60605 

• Special offer! Order Bulletin and receive a copy 
of American Civilization on Trial, plus a year's sub
scription of News a Letters-a value of $6.50, for 

Just out for African American History Month! 
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A host of specters, national and international, haunt Clinton 
(continued from page 1) 

beings? There are no military targets here. Really, if 
Bush wanted to hit military targets, there are a mil
lion military ways to do it. You don't just program a 
missile and push a button from far away. It's only a 
machine, these cruise missiles, and machines make 
mistakes."* 

Destructive as they were, the recent bombings may 
presage far more devastating attacks, given Clinton's 
statement that he will meet any "Iraqi provocation" 
with a massive military response. He is thereby sig
naling that the U.S. drive for single world mastery, 
which proved such an impetus behind the Gulf War of 
1991, will not be abandoned simply because of a change 
of administration in Washington. As Clinton put it in 
his inaugural address, "America must continue to lead 
the world we did so much to make." 

At the same time, today's situation is quite different 
from that of 1991, as seen by the response of the U.S.'s 
allies to the attacks on Iraq. Though it fully participated 
in the Gulf War, France openly criticized the cruise mis
sile assault on Baghdad; Russia broke ranks by calling it 
"counter-productive" and said the UN Security Council, 
not the U.S., should be the one to decide on any future 
action; and regional powers such as Syria, Turkey and 
even Egypt questioned the wisdom of attacking Iraq. 

These underlying tensions between the allies have for 
the moment made it harder to unleash the full-scale 
military assault some have thirsted for. As the New 
York Times noted on Jan. 19, "Bush did not believe 
that he had the domestic mandate or the international 
backing to wage a large-scale war at a time when many 
Muslims are upset at Western inaction toward Israel 
and the progress of attempts to save Bosnia's Muslims." 

Clinton has now inherited the problem of how to 
maintain U.S. hegemony in world affairs in light of this 
situation. He has already stated he will initiate a major 
departure from Bush by placing the "highest priority" 
on changing the image of U.S. inaction on Bosnia-Her
zegovina, where Serbian-induced genocide has left 1.5 
million homeless, 100,000 dead, and as many as 50,000 
women raped. The options being considered range from 
U.S. enforcement of the no-fly zone over Bosnia to initi
ating a major shipment of "humanitarian" aid to be-
seiged Sarajevo under the aegis of military intervention. 

Though these options would represent a departure 
from the do-nothingness of the Bush administration on 
the question of Bosnia, Bush did leave an ominous prec
edent for it—the U.S. intervention in Somalia. In many 
respects, it sets the tone not only for Bosnia, but for the 
image U.S. imperialism is striving for as a whole in this 
period. 
A ¾ E N I G N ' I M P E R I A L I S M ? 

The U.S. intervention in Somalia, which began in ear
ly December, in many respects marks a new develop
ment. It is the first time U.S. troops have been em
ployed on such a scale in sub-Saharan Africa, and it is 
the first time an international "peacekeeping" force has 
been deployed in Africa without the consent of any local 
authority. And unlike prior U.S. interventions in Grena
da, Panama, and Iraq, the purpose at least appears to be 
the needed delivery of food, instead of outright military 
destruction. 

Yet many questions remain to be asked about this in
tervention. If the U.S.'s concern is the welfare of the 
Somali people, why did it wait for 300,000 to die of star
vation before taking any action? And if the U.S. is moti
vated by concern with feeding a starving populace, why 
is there no discussion of similar relief operations for 
areas like the Sudan or Mozambique, where mass star
vation is also widespread? 

Though there is every reason to doubt that the U.S. 
intervention is motivated simply by altruism, it also 
hardly hits the mark to view it as a plot to take over the 
country. Though the U.S. troops will remain in Somalia 
considerably past the Jan. 20 deadline initially set for 
their departure, the U.S. shows little interest in making 
this a prolonged stay. The reason for the U.S. interven
tion becomes clearer, however, when it is viewed in rela
tion to a crucial world event which occurred the very 
month the Siad Barre dictatorship was overthrown in 
January 1991—the Gulf War against Iraq. 
THE MIRROR OF KURDISTAN 

When the end of the Gulf War was followed, in March 
1991, by a massive revolt of the long-oppressed Shiites 
in the south and the Kurds in the north of Iraq, Bush 
refused to support them on the grounds that Iraq in
stead needed "stability." In the face of Hussein's geno-
cidal counter-offensive, 1.8 million Kurds fled toward 
the Turkish and Iranian borders. The ensuing world 
outrage at Bush's complicity with Hussein's genocide 
moved the U.S. to cover its actions under the veneer of 
a more benign imperialism, by establishing a no-fly zone 
for Iraqi aircraft in the north and a "safe haven" for 
the starving refugees under the care and protection of 
U.S. and UN troops. 

The use of such "peacekeeping" missions as a way 
to deflect criticism of U.S. imperialism's global 
reach has since then proved quite an asset to the 
U.S., and not only in the Middle East. 

It has not, however, proved to be much of an asset for 
the Kurds, even though the U.S. enforcement of the 
"safe havens" in northern Iraq fostered illusions that 
the U.S. would serve as the guarantor of Kurdish au
tonomy. This became an especially critical issue by the 
time a nascent independent state of Iraqi Kurdistan 
arose last Fall. Kurdish leaders such as Jalal al-Talabani 

•Quoted in New York Newsday, Jan. 19, 1993J 

and Massoud Barzani, convinced that the security of 
Iraqi Kurdistan depends on U.S. protection, decided to 
come to an understanding with Turkey, a close U.S. ally 
which has long opposed the Kurds. As a way to ingrati
ate themselves with Turkey, Talabani and Barzani de
cided to wage war against a Turkish Kurdish group, the 
PKK, which had been battling Turkey from bases inside 
northern Iraq. 

Turkey responded, however, hot by coining to an un
derstanding with the Kurds but by sending 20,000 
troops into Iraqi Kurdistan, where they not only fin
ished off what was left of the PKK inside Iraq but then 
proceeded to harass Iraqi Kurds. One Kurdish activist 

Protest in Chicago against U.S. bombing of Iraq 

stated, "We have reason to believe this may turn into a 
permanent Turkish presence on our side of the bor
der."** 

The Iraqi Kurds thus now find themselves squeezed 
on one side by Turkey and by Saddam Hussein on the 
other. Needless to say, the U.S. has done nothing to 
stop this. The Kurds count for much less to the U.S. 
than its alliance with Turkey, especially since it uses 
Turkey's Incirlik air base for missions against Iraq. 
T H E P O W E R O F IDEOLOGY 

The two years since the end of the Gulf War thus 
manifest the emergence of a new ideological veneer with 
which to promote the U.S. drive for single world domi
nation—the image of a "benign" imperialism. It had its 
origins in the way Bush presented himself as a "protec
tor" of the Kurds, after having first condemned them to 
Hussein's genocide. It had its further development in 
the ongoing U.S. intervention in Somalia, which has 
generated a considerable degree of sympathy for the 
supposedly "humanitarian" mission of the U.S. mili
tary. And it may well find a renewed expression through 
U.S. intervention in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

And yet it is right there, in Bosnia, that the inhuman
ity of the "benign imperialism" becomes evident. For 
though the Western countries have begun to talk of do
ing something about the holocaust there, their passivity 
has already allowed the Serbs to largely win. 

Until recently, much of Bosnia, and especially cit
ies such as Sarajevo, were multinational communi
ties where Muslim, Bosnian Croat and Serb lived to
gether and shared a common heritage. The Serbian 
revanchists who attacked Bosnia in the name of 
"ethnic cleansing" made a conscious attempt to de
stroy this multinational heritage. Their brutal mas
sacres, mutilation of bodies, and mass rapes of Mus
lim women are all intended to create a situation 
wherein ethnic hatred would run so deep that it 
would become impossible for Muslim, Serb and 
Croat to evw live together again. (See article, p. 12) 

The tragedy is that they have already largely succeed
ed, regardless of the amount of territory they ultimately 
are allowed to control. 

That the West should allow the situation to reach this 
point is hardly out of character. Bush came to the aid of 
the Kurds only after their revolt as well as that of the 
southern Shiites was crushed by Hussein's troops. The 
U.S. managed to come to the aid of Somalia only after 
some 300,000 had already died of starvation and thou
sands had been killed by the arms which the U.S. 
pumped into that country for the past decade. 

Like Stalin who stood outside' the gates of Warsaw in 
1944 while Hitler slaughtered a mass uprising, U.S. im
perialism manages to come to the "aid" of suffering 
peoples only after they have been decimated by the 
forces arrayed against them. The "benign imperialism" 
offers humanity its "freedom" only on the day of its 

"See The Christian Science Monitor, Nov. 9,1992. 

burial. 
T H E ECONOMY, STUPID ' 

The effort to subsume the retrogressive nature of 
U.S. imperialism under new ideological fixtures is sure 
to exert a greater pull than ever, now that we have a 
new President with a "fresh" face, in the White House. 
However, this does not mean the U.S. drive for single 
world mastery has a clear field before it. On the con
trary, what threatens to impede it is the crisis in the 
economy. 

The decrepit state of the U.S. economy has yet to be 
fully acknowledged, despite the attention it received 
during the election campaign. Though the minimal eco
nomic growth in the U.S. has moved some pundits to 
declare the end of the recession, no one denies the lag in 
employment growth. Indeed, one in four U.S. companies 
plans significant layoffs over the course of the next 
year. The structural nature of this economic morass is 
reflected in the fact that while U.S. productivity in pri
vate businesses grew 2.9% annually from 1948 to 1973, 
it has grown less than 1% annually since then. The re
sulting shortage of capital for investing in ever-expand
ing cycles of production has hardly been helped by the 
federal budget deficit, which is eating up vast sums 
needed for productive investment. 

What makes this even more serious is the fact that 
the U.S, cannot count on economic powerhouses like 
Germany and Japan to pull it out of recession. Bur
dened by the cost of rebuilding former East Germany, 
Germany's economy is expected to contract by 1% this 
year. Japan is experiencing its first recession since 1974, 
and has suffered a 50% decline in stock and land values 
over the past three years. As a result, it is no longer in a 
position to serve as the world's banker. 

Taken together with a number of other factors, the 
resulting global shortage of capital hems in the options 
of U.S. policy overseas. It is hard to imagine the U.S.'s 
allies doing today what they did in 1991, when they paid 
out $53.7 billion of the estimated $61.1 billion cost of 
the Gulf War. 

Even more significantly, the growing realization that 
the U.S. is not in a position to offer much in the way of 
economic assistance to other countries is helping to 
fragment some of the alliances forged during the Gulf 
War, the most important being the U.S.'s relations with 
Russia. Russia's decision to distance itself from the lat
est attacks on Iraq can be viewed as a tactical move on 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin's part to appease the 
growing power of the Russian nationalist right. But the 
growing power of the Russian right also has solid eco
nomic roots. After all, there is hardly anyone who now 
entertains illusions that the U.S. will supply Russia 
with massive amounts of economic aid so long as it 
abides by U.S. dictates. 

Indeed, the global capital shortage is so severe that 
even Germany (which has supplied close to three-
fourths of all the capital Russia has received from the 
West since 1989) has said it will not be able to supply 
Russia with much additional aid. Coming at a moment 
when the Russian economy is near total collapse, with 
industrial production plummeting by 25% a year, this is 
not exactly news which its rulers find endearing. 

Thus, despite the much-vaunted nuclear arms pact 
between the U.S. and Russia, which calls for significant 
cuts in the nuclear arsenals of both powers, total Rus
sian support for U.S. policy initiatives can hardly be 
taken for granted, regardless of whether or not Yeltsin 
remains in power. 

The economic roots of the current tensions underly
ing the U.S.'s relations with its allies cannot be expects 
ed to go away just because of the election of a new Pres
ident. The irony is that just when global economic inter
dependence has reached an historic peak, the emergence 
of inter-capitalist rivalries has reached new intensity, 
This is at least in part due to the inability of any pole of 
world capitalism to supply the capital needed to spui 
global economic development. In this sense, the increas
ingly fragmented state of world politics derives as much 
from the internal limits reached by modern capitalisir 
as it does from the resurgence of "ancient feuds and ri 
valries." 
T H E ROAD AHEAD 

Inter+capitalist rivalries, however, never serve as thi 
ground of opposition to war. The opposition to war be 
gins with the masses within each country. And thi 
present saber-rattling against Iraq certainty calls for ac 
tions opposed to the threat of renewed hostilities. 

However, given the context of the present threa 
against Iraq, characterized as it is by the effort t< 
p rov idean ideological gloss over U.S. actions b; 
draping it under the mantle of a "benign imperi 
alism," the need to join action with the liberating 
power of thought that breaks through the limits c 
the given has taken on the greatest of urgency. 

The ground for meeting this challenge resides a 
much within the inner core of today's reality as does th 
ideological pollution which strives to obfuscate it. A en 
cial aspect of this is the mass excitement that has bee 
generated by the departure of Bush from the Whil 
House. This cannot simply be greeted with that "all-to< 
knowing look" that says his successor is fated to <3 
none better. For embedded in the mass excitement i 
the departure of Bush is a realization of the non-viabi 
ity of this system and a hunger to reach a totally diffe 
ent one. 

The question is, will revolutionaries meet this hungi 
for change with the projection of a concept of hums 
liberation that masses of people will come to see as the 
own? 
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Youth Idea of freedom needed to fight neo-Nazism 
b y J i m G u t h r i e 

The horrifying rise in neo-Nazi violence by racist 
youth in Germany in recent months cannot allow us to 
lose sight of what is happening in the U.S. American 
civilization has its own homegrown totalitarianism root
ed in its beginnings in slavery, and we are caught in the 
same global economic crisis of state-capitalism that 
grips Germany. Though the numbers of youth involved 
and scope of violence here don't compare to Germany, 
three developments in December in Illinois alone compel 
a closer look. 

On Dec. 6, five Asian students at Southern Illinois 
University were killed by an arson fire in their off-cam
pus apartment building of international students. No 
one has been charged with the crime. This fatal attack 
in rural Carbondale, where over 2,200 foreign nationals, 
mostly Asians, come each year to study, may have been 
inspired by the Nazi attacks on foreign asylum seekers 
and fire bombings of immigrants in Germany. Carbon-
dale Police Chief Don Strom, however, ruled out racial 
hatred as a possible motive immediately after his initial 
inspection of the crime scene. Asian students and facul
ty a t universities across Illinois have been exchanging 
updates between campuses, and are demanding proof 
that the attack wasn't a hate crime. 

On Dec. 3 , i n a weal thy subu rb of Chicago, t h r e e 
seniors were suspended for t en days from Liberty-
ville High School for organiz ing a "KKK" group t ha t 
s igned u p 30 members . They d is t r ibu ted four news
le t ters wi th appeals to jo in and pay dues which 
would r e w a r d those who "kick the s--t out of freaks 
a n d n s." They managed to ca r ry on th i s type of 
rec ru i t ing for a mon th before anyone repor ted 
them. Libertyville Police Chief Daniel McCormick 
decided no t t o charge them because they h a d n o 
previous record. 

The denial on the part of police and government offi
cials gives the public the perception that racist violence 
will not be taken seriously. This is especially dangerous 
in a period when the ultra-right wing of the Republican 
Party won control of the National Convention, allowing 
Pat Buchanan to sanction white supremacist attitudes. 
This combination of official denial and racist ideology 
could open the flood gates of fascism as i t has in Ger
many. 

On Dec. 26,19-year-old Joseph Cadieux and two other 
self-proclaimed white supremacist skinheads assailed a 
young Latino and a young Black man with racial slurs 
at a pizza place in suburban Niles. In the three on two 
fight that ensued, Cadieux stabbed Hernan Martinez. 
Martinez was hospitalized in critical condition, and 
Cadieux was charged with attempted murder. Cadieux's 

Cabrini youth speaks 
Editor's note: Below we reprint a statement from an 

18-year-old resident of the Cabrini Green housing pro
ject in Chicago on the killing of seven-year-old Dantrell 
Davis by a sniper, and the on-going gang peace treaty 
which followed it. This originally appeared with a photo 
essay by the author in the youth paper, New Expres
sions. 

Dantrell Davis is dead—but his death was not in vain. 
Head gang leaders at Cabrini Green worked together 
and came up with a peace treaty. Gang members now 
walk together, play together, even go to school together. 

Cabrini Green residents no longer fear the nighttime. 
They aren't afraid to let their little ones run up and 
down the block. The gun shots have ceased. The only 
t h r ea t I see to s topping t h e peace is t h e police. They 
roll t h rough the 'hood, bang ing u p people. If you a r e 
in a c rowd o r even by yourself, they s top to check 
you, to insul t you, tell you tha t you ' re a piece of s- t . 
They will provoke you, m a k e you angry, make you 
ha te . 

Some of the elders think that the cease-fire can't last 
long, but I don't think it 's up to them to decide. It 's the 
youth who must decide if they want peace or if they 
want separation and violence. 

case shows that white supremacism is no idle threat. 
These three Illinois events look more ominous when 

we consider them alongside developments this past year 
in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham was in the heart of 
the 1950s and '60s Civil Rights Movement, and has 
been targeted by white supremacist organizations who 
promise to "take back the city." The most horrifying 
event was the murder of a Black homeless man on April 
18. Four youths, male and female, ages 17 to 21, have 
been charged with murder. At an Aryan National Front 
march in Birmingham in June, Skinhead demonstrators 
claimed the four as their own. 

INHUMAN SYSTEM BREEDS NEO-NAZISM 
This type of neo-Nazism does not emerge from 

"youth rebelliousness" but from this degenerate inhu
man system at a time when more and more workers are 
replaced by increasingly high tech production. The deep
er the crisis gets, the sharper the contradictions get. 

A y o u t h r a i s e s a b a n n e r d e c l a r i n g , "Agains t Na
zis," a t a r o c k c o n c e r t a g a i n s t r a c i s m on Dec . 13 
in F r a n k f u r t , G e r m a n y , t h a t d r e w ove r 150,000 to 
p r o t e s t r i g h t - w i n g v io lence . On t h e s a m e d a y 
250,000 g a t h e r e d t o p r o t e s t r a c i s m i n H a m b u r g . 

Raya Dunayevskaya in the 1950s developed a unique 
concept of youth as revolutionary force for freedom in 
the historic period of automated production after World 
War II. She also made it clear that we must not over
look the objective counter-revolutionary pull on the 
minds of many white petty-bourgeois youth in a retro
gressive climate w h e n a phi losophy of revolut ion h a s 

Damming the Danube 
Slovak, Hungarian, Czech and Austrian demonstra

tors marched recently on the site where a huge dam was 
being built on the Danube River on the Slovakia-Hunga
ry border, and at least once managed to get past the 
heavy guard onto the construction site. They were pro
testing the severe ecological damage the dam is expected 
to cause. 

Desperate for an energy source—both for foreign ex
change from electricity sales and to add to its precarious 
energy base of coal and nuclear power—the Slovakian 
government went ahead and finished the dam anyway. 
A 20-mile stretch of the Danube quickly dwindled to a 
narrow band of water. The local water table dropped 
sharply. Thousands of fish died and wells that people 
depend on began drying up. 

The Hungarian government denounced the activation 
of the dam, warning of an "acute ecological emergency." 
(Originally, Hungary and Czechoslovakia had planned 
the dam together in 1977, but after the Communist gov
ernment fell, environmentalists pressured Hungary into 
backing out of the deal.) 

Environmental groups say the dam will destroy wild
life, flood valuable land and pollute one of Europe's 
largest underground water supplies, which provides 
drinking water for five million people. 

—Frankl in Dmitryev 

not been worked out . In 1964 she commented on the 
vigorous support of Barry Goldwater's neo-fascistic bid 
for the presidency among some student youth. "They 
have no time to reflect on the new barbarism, be that of 
automated production or possible nuclear holocaust. 
They are in too great of a hurry to align themselves 
with the new barbarism." 

In ou r period, th is r u s h to "align themselves wi th 
the new ba rba r i sm" may a p p e a r as "youth rebel
liousness." I t is a t i ts h e a r t a counter-revolutionary 
rebell ion al igned wi th t h e most r e t rog rade element 
of t h e world 's most powerful mil i tary state-power. I t 
is allied wi th t h e mil i tary suppress ion of the sponta
neous upr i s ing of t h e lowest and deepest layers of 
oppressed you th in South Central Los Angeles. 
These youth in L.A., because of the i r social position, 
a r e s t r iving to completely uproot oppressive social » 
relat ions. This is why Duke-Buchanan-Bush t r i ed to 
demonize Black youth a s gang bangers , d r u g deal
ers , and welfare cheats . 

All youth can see that a future of capitalism means no 
future for us. The unpleasant fact tha t this reality is 
having a counter-revolutionary pull on some who have 
not broken with this society's racism drives home that 
our philosophy of revolution has to be total from the 
start. It is necessary but not sufficient to show that the 
rulers love it when we fight amongst ourselves. We have 
to show that racist youth are thinking the thoughts of 
their own oppressors. What is needed is for all youth, 
Black, Latino, Asian and white to align ourselves with 
the freedom struggle whose tocsin sounded in South 
Central Los Angeles. 

Deadly Austin streets 
Austin, Tex.—After this past year's serious crises 

with my multiple disabilities and trying to survive in 
what I can only call a survival of the fittest world, I al
most became another one of Austin's death statis
tics—one of the homeless who died on the streets of * 
Austin. I have been on the streets before in better eco
nomic times because of the serious problems with my 
disabilities. The economic crisis last year only made my 
vulnerability to being on the streets more stark and ter
rifying. 

The only reason I have survived this past year was 
because some caring people chose to reach out to help 
me when either my own acceptance of society's stigma 
about being poor, or the realities of my disabilities sim
ply made it impossible to ask for help. 

The dea ths of 45 homeless persons who have died 
on t h e s t ree ts of Aust in s ince 1990 have made me 
very angry. The painful h o u r s I have spent l is tening 
to a n d a t tempt ing to chal lenge some persons ' dis
missals of these t ragic dea ths wi th the i r idea t h a t 
persons choose to be homeless, have simply left me 
wi th a n u m b sadness . 

Both my anger and sadness are meshed with a serious 
concern about Austin's failure to remember a part of 
the Nazi Germany atrocities—that homeless persons, 
disabled persons and war veterans were also systemati
cally murdered in Nazi Germany. The murder of these 
people did not occur out of nowhere but because of a 
gradual change of Germany's attitudes towards depen* a 

dent persons. My concern is that some of these same at
titudes are prevalent in Austin. Like many persons in 
Austin, Germany wanted homeless persons away from 
its commercial areas because aesthetics had become 
more important than human life. 

As the joyous holidays arrived this past year, each day 
that I was able to do so I played one of my piano compo
sitions, "Wordless Prayer to a Cruel World." I wrote 
this composition for the Memorial March to mourn the 
45 homeless persons who have lost their lives on the » 
streets of Austin since 1990. I hope that next year I am 
also able to write and play another composition called 
"A Prayer of Thanks to a Kinder World," for a kinder 
world where no person is relegated to a cruel death on 
the streets. —J.A.K. 

HOW TO CONTACT NEWS & LETTERS 
CHICAGO: 59 E . V a n B u r e n , R m . 707 

Chicago , DL 60605 (312-663-0839) 
Call for meeting information 

DETROIT: P .O. Box 27205 
Det ro i t , MI 48227 

Thursdays, 7:00p.m.-Central Methodist Church, 
Woodward and Adams 

OAKLAND: P.O. Box 3345 
O a k l a n d , CA 94609 (415-658-1448) 
Mondays, 7:00 p.m. 

390 27th St., Oakland 
(between Telegraph & Broadway) 

L O S ANGELES: P .O. Box 29194 
Los Angeles , CA 90029 (213/960-5607) 

Sundays, 5:00 p.m. 
Echo Park United Methodist Church (side door) 

1226 N. Alvarado (north of Sunset) 

NEW YORK: P .O. Box 196 
G r a n d C e n t r a l S t a t i o n 

N e w York, NY 10163 (212-663-3631) 
Sundays, 6:30 p.m. 

Washington Square Church 
135 W. 4th St. (East door), Manhattan 

l! FLINT: 

M A A M A A M A M A M M M M M M M M A % S I M M % 

P.O. Box 3384 
F l in t , MI 48502 

What is new and what is not in today's Russia? 
find out by reading 

The Marxist-Humanist Theory of State-Capitalism: 
Selected Writings by Raya Dunayevskaya 

"Because the state is in their power, the I Russian] 
rulers think that it is within their power to coerce 
labor by non-economic means to obey the needs of 
value production. Statification of production has re
sulted in restricting the free movement of workers. 
It has not achieved the increase in labor productivi
ty required by constantly expanding production." 
—from "The Nature of the Russian Economy" 

fl946) 

168 p p . + 19 p p . I n t r o d u c t i o n 

Only $8.50 — p l u s $1.05 p o s t a g e 

O r d e r from: N e w s & Le t t e r s , 59 E. Van B u r e n 
#707 Chicago , IL 60605 

"It is not in 'high technology' that one can find the 
great contradictions wracking capitalism, private us 
well as state. One needs, instead, to dig deep into 
the basic capital/labor relationship. Though the 
Russians, too, don't know how to overcome it. they 
do have a name for the current 'low productivity' of 
Russian labor: 'unemployment within the factory-
gates.' Polish President Jaruzelski's answer is to 
militarize labor—which gives us a clue to Andro
pov...The subordination of the Party to the Army 
and the ZOMOS has proved to be an actual antici
pation of what would happen in Russia." 
—from "Andropov's Ascendancy reveals final stage 

of State-Capitalist Degeneracy" (1982) 



Page 12 N E W S & L E T T E R S U.|j.>V- JANHJARY-FEBRUARY, 1993 

Our Life and Times 

by Kevin A. Barry and Mary Holmes 
Enisa, a 16-year-old Bosnian woman survivor of the 

Serbian government's "ethnic cleansing" campaign, 
gave this testimony: 

The massacre after the attack on my village had been 
the greatest tragedy of my life. I did not know then that 
destiny had something even worse in store for me...One 
of the [Serbian soldiers] ordered me to follow him into a 
house in my village...He ordered me to undress...I was 
dying, my entire being was murdered. I closed my 
eyes...He hit me...I cried, twisted my body convulsively, 
bled...I didn't even know when they left. I don't know 
how long I stayed there, lying on the floor alone, in a 
pool of blood. 

There is no question that the systematic, organized 
• mass rape of primarily Muslim women in Bosnia is a 

calculated act of the Serbian government's genocidal 
policy of "ethnic cleansing." The testimony pouring out 
from hundreds of women who survived the death/rape 
camps tells of six-year-old girls repeatedly raped; of 
rapes committed by neighbors and known attackers; of 
girls being raped in front of their families; of women de
liberately impregnated and forced to give birth. 

Most chilling are the reports of countless women who 
were raped and then murdered by their attackers. Al
though it is now estimated that as many as 50,000 
women have been raped, the actual number will never 
be known. 

The mass rape of Bosnian women has gone hand-in-
hand with the Serbian killing of over 200,000 people 
since last spring—nearly one-tenth of all Bosnian Mus-

Mass rapes by Serbians are genocide 
lims. Intellectuals were singled out for the death camps 
in an effort at " 'decapitation' of a people" (Christ ian 
Science Monitor, Dec. 31, 1992). Tens of thousands 
more Bosnians are expected to die this winter from cold, 
hunger and disease. 

While the world was looking in horror last year at the 
skeletal prisoners in Serbian concentration camps, it 
has only recently paid attention to the women victims of 
"ethnic cleansing." Unfortunately, a number of journal
ists and politicians have characterized rape as an expect
ed by-product of all wars, instead of recognizing the 
specificity of mass rape in the case of Bosnia, where it is 
being used under Serbian government authorization not 
only to drive Bosnians from the land, but to eradicate 
their very existence. Enisa closed the testimony of her 
rape this way: 

It seemed as if I were in a state of nonexistence, si' 
multaneously dead and alive, on the thin line between 
consciousness and madness-

Many of the Bosnian women are shunned by tradi
tional male Muslim society because they are no longer 
virgins. They cannot get abortions in Bosnia because 
the war has disrupted all social services, or in Croatia 
because it is dominated by the Catholic Church. Psy
chological counseling is nearly non-existent, although a 
Croatian women's group, Tresnjevka, is trying to set up 
some support for the rape victims. 

In the U.S., the Ad Hoc Women's Coalition Against 
War Crimes was formed to pressure international law to 
bring the rapists to justice as war criminals. Over 1,000 
women protested the rapes at the UN in New York, Jan. 
23, in a demonstration organized by WAC (Women's Ac-

Tajikistan: Massacre by ex-Communists 
The face of the new compromise between Russian 

President Boris Yeltsin and the industrial and military 
bureaucrats who long for the old order has begun al
ready to show itself in Central Asia. This has had some 

* very destructive results in tiny Persian-speaking 
Tajikistan, population five million, which has been 
wracked by civil war pitting old guard Communists 
against liberal and Islamic parties since last May. 

In la te 1992, forces composed of old-line Commu
nists , so reac t ionary t ha t many of t hem had been 
purged by Gorbachev as early as 1985, re took 
Dushanbe, the capital , in a bloody coup. They were 
a ided a t least taci t ly by Russian t roops still sta
t ioned t he re u n d e r a 1992 post- independence securi
ty t rea ty . 

Since this latest coup, leaders of the main opposition 
groups, the Democratic Party and the Islamic Renewal 
Party, who had briefly held power last fall, have been 
assassinated in the streets. Sometimes dodging bullets, 
over 100,000 of their supporters have fled, many into 
Afghanistan. Although the ex-Communists charge that 
the opposition is dominated by Islamic fundamentalists, 
the latter deny this vociferously, claiming that they fa
vor a secular democracy. There is some evidence of this 
in the very different position of women among the Tajik 
refugees in Afghanistan vis-a-vis Afghani women. For 
their part, the coup leaders state openly that they in
tend to "cleanse" Tajikistan of all "democratic filth." 

« Yeltsin, supported by the Russian military and the ex-

R e s i d e n t s flee v io lence . 

Communist bureaucrats who control most of the other 
newly independent Central Asian countries, has not hes
itated to continue Russian domination of this vast and 
strategic region bordering Iran, Afghanistan, and China. 

Who We Are and What We Stand For 
NPWS and betters Committees is an organization 

of Marxist-Humanists that stands for the abolition 
of capitalism, whether in us private properly form 
as in the U.S., or its Plate property form, as in Rus
sia or China We stand for the development of new 
human relations, what Marx first called a new Hu
manism. 

News & Letters was founded m 1955. the year of 
the Detroit wildcat strikes against Automation and 
tne Montgomery Rus Boycott against segrega
tion—activities which signaled a new movement 
from practice that was ltuelf a form of theory. News 
& Letters was created so that the voices of revolt 
from below could bp heard unseparated from the 
articulation of a philosophy of liberation. We have 
organized ourselves into a committee form of organ
ization rather than any elitist party "to lead." 

Raya Dunayevskaya ! 1910-87), founder of ttu< 
body of ideas of Marxiot-Hurnanism, became Chair
woman of the National Editorial Board and Nation
al Chairwoman of the Committees from its found
ing to 1987. Charles Denby IIHOT-RJJ. a Black pro
duction worker, author of Indignant Heart: A 
Black Worker's Journal, became editor of Lhe pa
per from 1955 to 1U83. Duniiyiivskdya's works 
Marxism and Freedom...from 1776 until Today 
(1958); Philosophy and Revolution: from Ilcgel 
to Sartre and from Marx to Mao (1H731, and Rosa 
Luxemburg, Women's Liberation, and Marx's 
Philosophy of Revolution '1982'; spell out the 
philosophic ground of Marx'f- Humanism interna
tionally, as American Civilization o n Trial con
cretizes it on the American scene and <bhnw~ th«> 
two-way road between the U S. and Africa These 
works challenge post-Marx Mnrxislh to return to 
Marx's Marxism. 

The new visions of lhe l'uturu that DuEiuyr'v&K.ny.i 
left us in her work from the HMOs to the 1980s aip 

rooted in her rediscovery of Marx'* Marxism m i n 
original form as a "new Humanism' ' and in her re
creation of that philosophy for our age H.« "Marxist-
Humanism." The development of the MarxiM-
Humanism of Dunayevskaya is recorded in the doc
uments on microfilm and open to all under the title 
The Raya Dunayevskaya L'ollection-MarxUt-
Humanism: A Half Century of Its World Devel
opment, on deposit at the Wayne State L*mver->iL> 
Archives of Labor and Urhan Affairs in Del roil. 
Michigan. 

Dunayevskaya's philosophic comprehension ol 
her creation and development of Marxist-Human
ism, especially as expressed in her 1980s writings., 
presents the vantage point fur re-creating hor ideas 
anew. Seeking to grasp that vantage p"int for our-
seiws and make it available to all who siru&di' for 
Freedom, we have published Dunayevakuja's onci-
nal 1953 philosophic breakthrough and her final 
1987 Presentation on the Dialectics oi Organza! inl
and Philosophy in The Phi losophic Moment of 
Marxist-Humanism (1989), and have donated new 
supplementary volumes to the Raya D'inavevskava 
Collection. News and Letters Committees ainm ut 
developing and concretizing this bodv of idea? for 
our time. 

In opposing this capitalistic, raci.-t, Pi-xist, exploit
ative society, we participato in all cla.ss and tri-cdom 
struggles, nationally and inteniauon<.ilK A? nur 
Constitution states: "It is our aim. .to promote 
the firmest unity among workers, Black-, rind PI hoi 
minorities, women, youth and those intellectual-. 
who have broken with the ruling bureaucracy i.f 
both capital and labor " We d<i not sop.-imte ma-s 
activities from the activity ol thinking Stml fi.r A 
copy of the Constitution of News and Loiters fiT.'i-
mittees. 

tion Coalition). European Community investigators and 
independent journalists have documented the mass 
rapes. Women's Uberation groups internationally are de
manding that the mass rapes in Bosnia be treated as 
war crimes, that the attacks against women and the 
genocidal "ethnic cleansing" campaign be stopped, and 
that survivors of the mass rapes receive full support and 
care. 

El Salvador agreement 
The civil war in El Salvador "formally" ended Dec. 15 

under an agreement between the Farabundo Marti Na
tional Liberation Front (FMLN) and the right-wing 
U.S.-suppotted government of President Alfredo 
Cristiani. On that day, the FMLN supposedly ceased to 
be a military force and became a legal political party. 

Two of the central conflicts of the civil war—-the 
struggle for land, and against the brutal death-squad 
army—have not been resolved in any fundamental way. 
An agrarian reform plan reached last October doesn't 
have the means to be put into effect, and Cristiani has 
not complied with his agreement to purge the military 
of personnel involved in the torture and killing of civil
ians. 

The five groups which comprise t h e FMLN do no t 
completely agree on w h a t should be t h e a t t i tude to
wards t h e Cris t iani government . But t he r e is a star
t l ing acceptance by a n u m b e r of FMLN leaders of 
U.S. imperial ism's self-designated ro le a s peace en
forcer. 

One FMLN official recently urged cooperation with 
Cristiani despite his opposition to purging the military: 
"...it is well known that the Congress of the U.S. has as
signed funds to support the peace process...But it has 
said those funds are conditioned on full compliance." 

While the outgoing Bush administration cancelled a 
paltry $456 million in non-military loan debts to El Sal
vador, this type of aid was dwarfed by the massive sums 
which Reagan-Bush pumped into the Salvadoran mili
tary throughout the 1980s. President Clinton has said 
he will continue what Reagan-Bush began. 

| Fundamentalism in India | 
The destruction of a 16th century mosque (masjid) in 

India last month by Hindu fundamentalists occasioned 
waves of Hindu-Muslim or "communal" violence all 
over the subcontinent and in some cities abroad with 
South Asian enclaves. Since 1986 Hindu fundamentalist 
groups, led by the political party known as the BJP 
(Bharatiya Janata Party), have sought to mobilize popu
lar support for the razing of the Babri Masjid (mosque) 
in Ayodhya in order that a Hindu temple be erected in 
its place, where, they have argued, the Hindu god Ram 
was born. 

They have supported their claims by citing historical 
and archeological evidence and when this has failed (and 
it has failed in good measure) they have argued that 
faith is sufficient—that since the majority of Hindus be
lieved that Ram was born there, there needn't be any 
burden of historical proof. To put it bluntly, the pres
ence of the temple for the BJP is a non-negotiable is
sue—the mosque had to be destroyed at any cost. 

The BJP, no doubt, has enjoyed great mass support, 
moving from under 10% of the popular vote in the mid 
1980s to' 21% last year and even managing to become 
the ruling party in Uttar Pradesh, the state where 
Ayodhya is located. Complex reasons account for this 
support. We can see, however, a persistent ideological 
stereotyping of the Muslims as a dirty, fast growing mi
nority population that has been given too many conces
sions by political parties to gain electoral constituencies. 

This policy of "minority appeasement" has been spe
cially pernicious, in their opinion, with regard to the po
sition of Hindus, whom they claim have become second 
class citizens in "their own" country. Underlying these 
BJP arguments, which sound frighteningly similar to 
ideologies in this country that oppose the rights of "spe
cial interest groups," however, is the assumption that 
Muslims are not "authentically Indian" but represent 
the infiltration of an alien culture to the subcontinent. 

The ruling Congress I party (as well as a coalition of 
opposition parties), especially in the recent past, has 
certainly been guilty of a policy of "appeasement" but 
not in the sense that the BJP and its allies have argued. 
They have instead granted concessions to numerous 
groups of religious chauvinists in an attempt to "cover 
all their (electoral) bases" and make everyone happy. All 
the while they have claimed that they are trying to 
maintain a "neutral stance" and a "balance of power" 
between the competing chauvinist factions. These 
groups have in turn resorted to aggressive games of one 
upsmanship while the government sheepishly tries to 
keep pace. 

For example, it is no coincidence that the gates to the 
area housing the Babri Masjid, which had previously 
been locked on account of disputes surrounding it since 
1949, were thrown open with great fanfare in 1986. 
This followed immediately after the then ruling party 
had satisfied Muslim religious chauvinists by overturn
ing the decision of the Indian supreme court granting 
alimony to a divorced Muslim woman in the Shanbanoo 
case. Having pleased Muslim interests, the government 
was pressured to make concessions to the BJP. I t is in 
this fashion that the BJP has, step by step, removed ev
ery legal and physical barrier protecting the mosque in 
the last five years. —Wajid Ali 


