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‘BLACK THE ROCKET BASES’ CALL FROM LIVERPOOL

Slxpence

Regrstered at the G.P.O. as d newspaper
Mareh I, 1958 |

bases in :Britain and the carrying of hydrogen bombs over this country—and registered support for ali

L IVERPOOL Trades Council, at its monthly meeting, declared its opposmon to the building of rocket

trade unions that are in a position to ‘black the werk of building rocket bases’.

L)

Another motion proposed ‘demonstratlons leaflets, factory gate meetings, conferences of all trade union
branches and Labour Party orgamzatlons and a call to the trade union branches and shop stewards for m—

dustrlal action against Govemment policy’.

HAXELL OFFERS CLERKS Ss.-——ARBlTRAT,ION? N

Clerical workers employed at the Hayes Court head office
of the Electrical Trades Union have asked for a 25s. pay

increase. The ETU has offered 8s., and this has caused great

dissatisfaction among the fifty or so workers concerned.

The Clerical and Administrative Workers’ Union area
official has suggested that the dispute be taken to arbitration.
and this was being discussed this week at a staff meeting and
a meeting of the CAWU’s Bromley branch.

Some Communist Party members regard this as a scandal—- |

ous suggestion, tantamount to ‘blackmail’. Others think that
Frank Foulkes and Frank Haxell are well paid for their ser-
vices, and ‘that rank-and-file electricians would not ob]eet to
pm mg head ofﬁce clerks too, a decent rate

-NO COMMONS PRESS TICKET FOR US

Tue House of Commons authorities have refused to
issue THE NEWSLETTER with an occasional ticket of
admission to the Parliamentary Press Gallery.

According to the Deputy Serjeant at Arms, Lt-Col. P. F.
Thorne, there 1s not enough accommodation in the Press
Gallery for a Newsletter representative.

Yet when the application was first made, Lt-Col. Thorne

asked to see a-copy of The Newsletter. It was only then that
1t was discovered that aeeommodatlon was short.

On most days there is plenty of room in the Upper Press
Gallery, where representatives of the fere1gn and periodical
Press sit,

From 1949 to 1956 the Editor of The-'Newsletter, Peter

Fryer, was Parliamentary Correspondent of the Daily Worker.

90 TO NIL AGAINST ABSENTEE COMMITTEES

| Oppes1t10n to the proposed absentee committees continues

“to grow in the Lancashire coalfield, despite the fact that the

proposals have received the blessmg of the area executive and
its' full-time officers. - -

Out of the eleven pits cemprlsmg the St Helens panel five
have already said they will not operate the committees.

Golbourne pit threw the idea out by a decisive majority

in a pit-head ballot. When the matter came before the Cronton

branch, out of a meeting of over nlnety members not one
person was prepared to volunteer for service on the commit-
tee. | : -

ANTLEVICTION (“‘OMMITTEE IN TOTTENHAM '_

Representatives of Tettenham Trades COHI'ICIL and Labour
Party have formed a ¢ommittee to campaign against the Rent
Aet and agamst the expected ewctmns next 0ctober
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BLACK THE H- BOMB - & THE BASES'
By PETER FRYER

OW can we prevent the building of rocket bases

on British seoil, with everything that terrible and

-~ sombre step will imply? How can we stop
hydrogen-bombers from flying continuously in our
skies? How can we end, once and for all, the menace
of the hydrogen bomb? How can we prevent a third
world war, in which cur island with its dense popula-

tion and concentrated industry would be a target for

swift and crushing nuclear retallatmn"

These are the questions in the minds of millions of
British men and women who have been horrified by the
Anglo-American agreement for rocket bases to be
established in Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and East Angha
and who want to end thlS madness that could lead to
national suicide. o R

Solemn warnings are bemg gwen by emment scien-

 tists and publicists. Bertrand Russell says that ‘as things

are now and as statesmen go, 1t 1S an even chance
whether any human being will exist forty years hence’.

There is a spate of articles and pamphlets underhnmg these
warnings with incontrovertible facts.

According to the Atomic Energy Snrvey, the strontlum'
found in the bones of Welsh sheep has risen ten times—from
20 units to_nearly 200 units—in the space of two years. |

Strontium attacks children more rapidly than adulis. The.
bones of two children who died early in 1957 were found to
contain nearly twice the strontium discovered in any child

in the previous year.

“In sufficient concentration strontium is likely to produee
bone tumours (sareema) or cancer of the blood (leukaemla)

.. STRONTIU M: Menace to our health

If H—bemb tests continue at the present rate over the next
years, people in the temperate zone of the northern
hemisphere will have 10-25 strontium units in their bones
reports The Lancet (December 28, 1957).

And according to the Atomle Scientists’ Assocnatlmm a
eeneeIﬁratmn of 10 uonits will produce over 500 cases of
bone sarcoma in a city the size of London, |
Added to this menace to our health we are now to have |

ballistic missiles and bases. from which to launch - them. Is

this the way to defend Britain? Read what the Manchester |
Suardian says about it (February 25, 1958): L

‘They will make Britain more of a target. They certamly-'

~ will not give greater safet either to these islands or to

the Western alhanee | (Ctmt:mued m*erlwf)



 THE NEWSLETTER

. - - .
r

BLACK THE H-BOMB (Continued from front page)
 ‘The “soft™ bases, above ground . . . will be exceedingly
vulnerable. A near-miss with a hostile hydrogen bomb will
be enough to knock any one of them out, but it will also
‘knock out a good deal of peaceful town and country as

Much 1s known about the hazards of nuclear tests and

rocket bases. But many of the facts are shrouded in secrecy.

The authorities are carrying out secret tests of the people’s .

- drinking water. They are preparing’ | fhe pits so tha't_' miners
can remain fourteen days underground. R

‘MarcH 1, 1958
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There' have been summit talks ;.-befofe%but the war pre-

- parations went on. Only when  the working people of all the

major countries of the world take away from their rulers the

power to make wars and weapons of mass destruction will the

world be able to breathe freely once again. o
The weapons now being developed and tested in ever more

” Irightful forms can destroy humanity. And the only certain

way to prevent this is for the greatest of all great powers—
the working people of the world—to. struggle against war,

- against warmakers, against the H-bomb, in the most active,

The full extent of the dangers to the nation’s milk and

other food from radio-strontium, and of the biological
 dangers to future generations, are - being deliberately and

brazenly concealed by the Government. | o
The Tories have entered into an unconscionable conspiracy

against the British people: a conspiracy to turn this island

into a springboard for-.American imperialism, and so into
a battleground and a desert: |

NEVER: Such criminal rulers _

Never has our country had such criminal rulers as she has
today. Some, like Selwyn Lloyd, are incapable of a coherent
statement of policy. Others, like the authors of the latest
defence "White Paper, are showing symptoms of paranoia.
Others again, like Macmillan himself, have lost every vestige
of shame at the dark prospects their policy holds out for us.
- Never have such colossal destructive forces been in the
hand of so few persons, who are ill-equipped to understand
the powers they are playing with, but on whose decisions
the future of countless human beings depends.

Let no one speak any longer, however, of the ‘apathy’ of
the British people in the face of these mortal dangers. The
awakening has begun. Only the feckless, the stubborn or
~the "blind can stand aside from the movement of revulsion
now springing up. | | _ |
- The tide of public opinion has begun to flow strongly
against thé Tories and their policies. I
- At Rochdale 80 per cent. voted against the H-bomb. -In
-L.ondon thousands gathered to demand unilateral renunciation
by Britain of the bomb. Neither police brutality nor the
silence of The Times can hold back this movement.

“Most important of all, the entire trade union movement
is against -the- Tories” ‘defence’ policy.. |

It 1s an excellent thing that the people’s voice is being
raised, louder and louder, against the bomb,
“bases, against the Tories. = | o

But this is only a “beginning. The people want to act.

They want to fight. They want to know how to fight in the

‘most effective way.

'STATESMEN: They are responsible

- We dare not leave it to the statesmen. Can we expect Mac-
millan, Eisenhower and Khrushchev to surrender the H-bomb
without being forced to? :

To ask the question is to answer it. It is the statesmen
of the world, and first and foremost the statesmen of the
capitalist countries, who are responsible for the bomb. It is
their deterrent. It is their fetish. | -

The Soviet leaders, following the basic line of Stalinism
in foreign policy, have abandoned working-class - inter-
nationalism and rely on the hydrogen bomb and diplomacy,
not on working-class struggle, to defend the USSR against
imperialism. | | o

The statesmen will never surrender the bomb voluntarily.
It must be wrenched from their grasp and destroyed by the
forces of sanity, by the working people. = a

. That 1s why we should mistrust those who make out that

summit talks are all that is needed to save the world from
disaster. . - S - :
- What folly it would be to rely on the murderers of the
Korean people, of the people of Kenya, of the Hungarian
people, turning. their H-bombs into ploughshares!

against the.

vigorous and audacious way. | |

The famous Norwood resolution, for which 781,000 votes
were cast at the Brighton conference of the Labour Party
last autumn, is now clearly seen as the only socialist way |
forward—the only sensible way forward—for the fight against
war to develop. o o —

What did the Norwood 1esolution say? It called for a
national campaign, led by the Labour Party’s national execi-
five committee, against nuclear weapon tests—on the militant

lines of the Suez campaign.

It pledged the next Labour Government to refuse to con-
tinue 1o test, make or use nuclear-w'eapc)ns,, and to appeal
to the peoples of other countries to follow that lead. |

And 1t called for discussions.between the British Labour

Party and the international socialist and trade union move-

ment-‘on how best the full force of the international working-
class movement can be mobilized to stop any further tests’.

~ Here is the key to the international situation at the present
time. Let doubters, faint-hearts and traitors speak about
‘Leftism’ or ‘pacifism’: the fact remains that it lies in the
hands of the international working-class movement to banish

the spectre of war.

If . the Norwood resolution had become official Labour
Party policy, what a difference there would have been 1n these

- five months. What. a tremendous ‘example to the workers of

LEADERS: Stand in the way
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conference and votes against

other countries would have been
movement. - . - - |

For the fight against war is an international question. that
Ieaps over national boundaries just as insistently as do the
poisons generated by the tests we are seeking to end.

set by our own Labour

-

Let us put an end to the patronizing attitude towards the
workers of other countries, Neither in the USA, Russia,
Japan nor anywhere else are the workers blind to the dangers

-that confront them.

~They are our allies in the fight against-war. All that is
needed is a clear, unequivocal lead. And why should .that
lead not come from the oldest working-class movement? =
‘What stands in the way?  Artificial barriers set up by
leaders. Leaders who call themselves socialists. Leaders who
call themselves communists. This is what 1s holding back the
working-class fight against war- |
The Right-wing leaders hesitate and dither. Gaitskell and
Macmﬂlan, says the Daily Telegraph (February 20, 1958),
seem  to be ‘dancing in time to the same minuet’. Bevan.
cocking an ear to the mounting pressure inside and outside
his party, waflles to such effect that no one knows whether
he is now naked or decently clothed in thermo-nuclear fig-
leaves. . - | :
If the Labour Party leaders would only make a clear de-
claration, would only give a lead, would only strike off the
shackles of bi-partisanship that stil] clog their footsteps—
what a response they would get from the organized workers!
The leaders of the Communist Party are fettered, too. Th
will fight for peace—in the way | -
This means that a Stalinist-controlled union such as the
Electrical Trades Union supports Bevan at the Labour Party
the Norwood resolution. f
It means opposing the demand for unilateral renunciation
of the H-bomb that was such a striking feature of the central
London meetings—for the Stalinists are in. favour of Britain
having the bomb, just as they are in favour of conscription.
It ~ means. ‘_d_i?e_rt_in_g_f 't_he;_,_.-syorkre_rs;__-_'_fr,o,m_'_. genuine s'truggle‘

-
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‘against war into the blmd alley of marches behlnd the Umon .

Jack on U.S. -air bases.

What useful purpose is served by these marehes‘?‘ Who 1S

impressed? But a decision to black all: work on rocket bases,

and all work connected with H-bombs, would raise the whole
struggle to a new level of militancy, and would heat still

further the fire that is smouldermg under Macmrllan and hlS
colleagues. o

The marches on the Amerlcan bases push rrght into - the

background the fundamental class nature of the ﬁght agamst
war. |

It is high time to hoist- the banner of workmg-class mter-
nationalism in. this ﬁght and to see the American workers

and conserlpts not as ‘one reactronary mass’, but as a great |

potential ally in the struggle.

‘The fight against the H-bomb is not a matter of a Saturday
]amboree and a.few shouts of ‘Go Home Yankee!” It is a
serious - fight, for it concerns the future of the human race.

- The whole Labour movement must engage in this fight and
take emergency measures to carry it forward—not in a spirit

of panic or adventure, but in full awareness- of the urgency
| and magmtude of the task.

NOW: Workmg-class actmn

We have had plenty of warning. The time has come to act.

The time has come to work out 4 common programme of
atruggle on which the movement can campaign. |

Meetings and demonstrations and resolutions; protests of
all kinds; rousing speeches in Parliament; - declaratlons by
the great and the wise: all these are exeellent | -

But the need- of the hour is for something more, some--
thing that will really give the Tory Government and the

American ruling class pause—-—dlrect mtervent}on by the
BI‘ltlSh workers.

" The moment the Brrtish workers say they will not lift a

finger to help the manufacture or testing of the H-bomb or
the construction of rocket bases and appeal to the workers

of other countries to follow their exam;ﬂe———m that moment |

the capitalist class will know we are in earnest.
" What the Aberdeen plumbers and the Liverpool Trades

‘Council have done is an example to the whole of the British
Labour movement. Let that example be followed.

When it comes to safeguarding living standards, defending

jobs and wagés and workshop orgamzatlon the workers are
- ready to meet the challenge. | |

How much more should they be ready to employ ‘the

- strike weapon when it is a matter of defending their families

against bone cancer and cancer of the blood defendmg their
homes against a nuclear holocaust |

| WORKERS Black H-bomb jobs

How often have workers refused to toueh ‘blaek’ goods—

| goods that have been produced by scabs? How: often have
they made real sacrifices rather than ¢ross a picket line? There

is no finer spirit in the working-class-movement than the

morality, handed down to us from our fathers’ struggles that
‘black’ work is beyond. the pale.

- Every job connected with the H-bomb, every job con-
nected with rocket bases, is a ‘black’ job—bécause it means

death and disease to workers and their wives and children.
Any worker who lets himself be used to build these bases’
should ponder deeply whether he is not acting as a scab,.

~ because he is preparing the agony and the SOTTOW that will
be visited on his own people. |

In no way is the lunacy of capitalist soerety more clearly |

shown than in its manufacture of terrible and terribly costly

weapons. It i1s the workers who, by thelr elass posmon see
this lunacy most clearly.

Though  vast numbers of mrddle-elass people are raising

their voices powerfully against' the bomb and the policies
associated with it, it is the workers who are in a posrtlon to
strike the most tellmg blows against ‘the bomb.

. The’ workmg-class struggle against the H-bomb. is at the
sarne tlme the struggle against the Govemment whreh makes

'_;over to peaceful productlon

;.- ' : - ) - -?

it "and eherishes 'it and agamst the socrety whose evrl oﬁ—-

' spring it 1s.

In fighting against the bomb. the workmg elass is ﬂghtmg_
to smash the Tory Government and to replace it with a new
'Labour government that wrll ‘put mto effeet a soelahst peace
policy. | .

. A new Labour government must turn the war 1ndustr1es :
It must utilize nuclear power,
not to spread affliction,” misery, pain and fear, but to cure

- disease, lighten human labour and brmg blessmgs and com—__

fort to ordmary folk. - | |
- It must join with the working-class movements of all Iands___-
to sweep away the warmakers, their fiendish weapons and

-their bankrupt system and end forever the caprtahst; system

that causes wars.

This is the programme for which Brrtlsh Marxists pledge.
themselves to = campaign—a socialist. peace programme,
designed to mobilize millions  of working people thoughout
Britain and the world, putting their faith not in diplomatic

deals but in_‘their own rrght hand’; to banish the H bomb
menace from our planet | |

1 Let the Trades Union Congress and the executwes of the
unions concerned, with the full support of the Labour -
Party national executive, black all work on the building

of rocket bases and on the manufacmre and testmg of '
hydrogen bombs. | f -

2 Let Labour launch an mtematlonal workmg-elass cam-

paign for the encﬂmg of the manufactum and testmg of
the H-bomb |

3 Let Labour pledge that the day it is retumed to power ".*
¥ it will stop British tests, uniiaterally  renounce British
manufacture of the H-bomb halt the construction of

rocket bases and revoke all lmhtarv agreements wﬂh the
USA. |

4 Let the leaders of the Soviet Umon declare thﬁ r support
X for an mternatlonal workmg—elass campaign agamst war
.T_along these lines, and declare that they will join forces

‘with a British Labour govemment pledged to sueh a
| polley . |

5 I,et an mternatlonal eonference, including representatwes |
of India, Yugoslavia and all the small nations, be sum-
moned to discuss the withdrawal of all troops from: foreign
soil and the extemsion of the Rapacki plan for 2 zone |

~ of nuclear dlsarmament to the whole of the globe |

- We appeal to all who read this artrele to raise these- de-
mands on the job, in shop stewards’ committees, trade union

branches, local Labour Parties and all other orgamzatlons of
the workrng-elass movement. |

Make them the common prOperty of the whole movement

'so that the ranks of British Labour will be roused to fight

and defeat the forces of death, destruetlon and reaetlon

AEU BRANCHES PROTEST AT ROCKET BASES
London "(North) district committee of the Amalgamated

=Engmeer1r1g Union has so far received thirty resolutions from

1ts branches protesting against H- bombers and rocket bases
in Brrtam | , -

‘JOIN LABOUR PARTY SAY YCL OPPOSITION '

Following the ‘expulsion of Ken Weller and Doug Lrttle
from the Young Communist League and the- errpulsmn of Brian
Green from the Communist Party, the London YCL Oppbsr--
tion Group has deerded to adwse its members to ]011‘1 the

~ Labour Party

A third issue of the groups bulletm explams the reasons

- for this ‘action. Another opposrtron group rs workmg in the'_

Hampstead YCL



- .:-TENANTS SWARM TO. HEARTBREAK HOUSE’
- By Coun. Harry Finch

:No fewer than 10,000 people have been to the Bn‘mmg-
ham borough Labour Party offices for advice on rents
and repairs since the latest Rent Act became law.

At these offices, nicknamed ‘Heartbreak House’, Coun. Ray
Jones interviews the tenants. He told me that in response to
an advertisement by the City Housmg Management Depart-
- ment, 605 people had apphed for forms on which to state

their. likely circumstances in October 1958. |

~ Replies came from 243 people who in one way or an-
. other will be evicted in October. ,

Most had just been told to get out; others had been offered
new three-year leases at fantastlc rents which they. could not
afford.. |

Wlth 67,000 on the council’'s housing- register, awanmg
houses, any increase over the average number of evictions
(evmtions through tenants’ dying, with owners’ taking re-
* possession from sub-tenants) mll greatly worsen the whole

chronic housing situation. |
- 1t is estimated that out of 44,000 houses in. Blrmmgham of
. rateable value over £30—to which the new Rent Act apphes—
8,000 are landlord-owned houses.

Coun. Jones told me that the borough party etpeets more
~ reports of threatened evictions toward the end of next month,

~when the landlords must give tenants notice 1o quit if they
~wish to throw them out by October.

And next month the second part of the increases can be

_ imposed. Rents have already gone up for thousands of tenants
by the initial 7s. 6d. per week.
Apart from necessary advice in ﬁllmg in repair forms,

~ helping tenants to claim certificates of disrepair and smnlar’

~details, there is so far no attempt to prepare the people

‘actively to resist evictions and to engage the unions and the

“ Labour Party in a massive movement against the landlords.
- If this 1s not done the rcal heartbreak of evicted families
- walking the streets of Birmingham will become a reality.

Cunvin’s Column
 WOT, NO STRIKES?

A COUPLE of weeks ago I singled out Mr Alfred Robens
- & MP, the shadow Minister of Labour, for praise because.of

his firm assurance that the next Labour Government will

renatlonallze steel despite all the efforts of the steel mag-
nates.

Now this same Mr Robens has blotted hlS pohtlcal copy- _

book

Addressmg members of the Industrial Co- partnershlp
Association last week, he described strikes in the second
half of the twentieth century as an anachronism.

‘They-are a blunt instrument,’ he said, ‘with all the danger-
ous propensities of a boomerang.’

'BALM TO THE BOSSES
Mr Robens said that he believed the British method of

voluntary arrangement between workers and employers was

the best in the world.

But collective bargammg is effeetwe from the workers’

point of view only in so far as they are prepared to back
" up their demands with a show of strength ,

No amount of logical argument would convince the bosses

‘that a pay rise or a shorter working week was justified if
they could be sure that the argument would not be taken
beyond the conference table to the rank and file. |

L J

 WHITE MEN’S LAWS
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Collectwe ba,rgammg works only because behind the de-
mand of the workers representatwes hes the threat of strike *
action. |

This is as true now as it was fifty years ago and perhaps

even more so, for British capitalism is in a less favourable

position to grant concessions to the workers today than 1t
was at the turn of the century |

Speeches like this from re3pon31ble Labour leaders only
bring balm to Labour’s enemies. It is certainly not a good
augury for the day when Mr Robens becomes the Mlmster
of Labour.

-—

BAN ON DAVIDSON

REPLYING to protests from Labour MPS against the ban-

ning of Basil Davidson from the Central African Federation
and the FEast African High Commission countries, Colonial
Under-Secretary J. D. Profumo said he was not prepared to

make public the reasons why any individual had been or

was declared a prohibited immigrant.

Every colonial territory, according to Mr Profumo had -
legislation governing the entry of people who were not
natives. This had been introduced by local legislators with
the general purpose of protecting the local community and

- safeguarding their welfare.

What he forgot to add was that these local legislators were
drawn almost exclusively from the small select group of whﬂe

'settlers
LY

In most of the African colonies the great majority of the

people are either not represented at all or less hOpelessly
under- represented

These laws which lay dow"n who is and who is not
permitted to enter these territories are designed to safe-
- guard the prwﬂeges of the white minority. |

" The latter are fearful of ‘their’ natives establishing contact
with the outside world, especially with the world of inter-
national labour, lest they pick up some dangerous ideas about
democracy, freedom and the right to organize and strike.

- That is why progressive. writers like Basil Davidson are

| Banned' Not only have they a tendency to get into fouch

64

with the ‘'wrong® people but also to tell the truth about
eonditlons in the eountrles they visit.

- _ GEORGE CUNVIN
[ ECONOMICS |

“THREE WISE MEN’ WANT WAGE CUTS |
- By Our Eeononﬁe Correspondent

Cut workers’ wages. This recommendation to the Tory

Government is the real meaning of the Cohen Council’s
first report. |

Of course, the ‘three wise men’ are wise enough not to
say this openly But no one reading their 75-page report
objectively can doubt that the report has only one purpose—
to help the Government and the employers to resist wage
claims despite the increased cost of living.

It openly hoPes for an 1ncrease in unemployment to help
this end. | - |

I._ Facts and Figures—the Rise in Prices
The ‘three wise men’ argue that the price rise since 1946

has no parallel in the past hundred years and in support of
this claim they produce a chart showing the rlses and falls

in prices throughout the period 1850-1957.

They omit to point out that in 1931 and again in the
autumn of 1949 the pound sterling was devalued, on the latter
occasion from $4.04 to $2.80. (Continued on page 66)



I joined the Labour Party

THE day 1 left the Communist Party . I jmned the

7" Labour Party.
action was an impossible contradiction in terms. I left
the Communist Party because it can only be, now, what
its leaders make it and joined the Labour Party because
it might possibly be what 1ts members make it. That 1s
the critical difference. |

Part of the story of what has happened since -rnay be
of some interest to those who have not yet made up

It scemed to me that socialist in-

MARCH t 1958

knew how to get the presents cheap')

 In this way all chlldren would be able .to come back.
for more as often as they liked. All my suggestions were

. adopted. Eventually 5 | ended up as orgamzer of the
bazaar.

We made over £50 (the thmg was on a small scale)

- Everyone was very pleased and we plan now a major.

their minds what to do and don’t really know what

to expect if they do join the Labour Party.
I received a reall fraternal welcome. There had been

~ a special dlscussmn of my admission and it had been -

approved by an unanimous vote.

I had one or two general resolves in mind.
obvious but extremely 1mportant They have been en-
dorsed by subsequent experience. .

. FIRST REQUIREMENT—WORK. First,
communist- has got to earn his passage into real accept-
ance in the Labour Party. He cannot and must not

trade on his welcome. The first requirement is work.

He has to put in the man-hours, plenty of them.

The first job 1 did was to organize a ]umble sale on
lines—to some people

cﬂd-fashmned Communist Party
it was quite new-fangled! The result was that the bank-
- rupt ward found 1tself with £13 in the kitty.

Second, not to worry too much about the real or

- imagined sins of Transport House. If the basic units

of the party are in good health the conditions will exrst
for change. Without that—nothing:

You must not let the overall situation in the local

party get you down. It is liable to be rather depressing.
Still, I think we are all hardened to _that.

I find it most useful to break the situation down °

into its thousand and one component parts and tackle

Pretty

an  ex-

bazaar for next Chrlstmas—m the Gulldhall w:th all
the trlmmmgs g |

‘This may all seem shoekmgly msrgmﬁcant and a

thousand miles from the class struggle. But it’s not.

politics are hardly ever discussed. There may be ward

meetings but no distinct ward committee. Everybody is
- on the committee, and meetings that ou

You will probably find in your local Labour Party all
sorts of petty problems and peculiar personal animosi-
ties that stand in the way of good pohtlcal work.

THE REAL ENTHUSIASTS You may well find that ~

ght to be dis-
cussing policy only discuss business. So only the real

enthusiasts turn up—to gr.umble about the maetlwty of -
~ the rest. -

them as they come. Then I and everyone else can see

- the results~and the party is in better heart in conse-
quence. |

I'll give you what you may thmk is an extraordmary
example. It eoncems Father Christmas.

THE CHRISTMAS BAZAAR Earl
X joined the social committee of the elty party on behalf
~of my ward. We were discussing the Christmas bazaar.

- It appeared that last year.there had been a crisis over

Father Christmas. Presents had been given (and bought)
for his lucky dip. They were worth a shilling or more.
A lucky dlp ticket cost only siIXxpence.

-~ One or two unscrupulous Mums got wise to this and
sent their children back time after time to take advan-
tage of the promoters’ generosity. The supplies ran out
in no-time and some children had to go without. =~

This led to "an acriminious discussion and the whole

~ atmosphere and memory of the bazaar was pmsoned
How to avoid this happening again? .

It was now proposed that a complex system of tickets

be adopted so that one child should be-allowed only

- one lucky dip. This was going to be very difficult to _-

operate and the committee faced a regular wrangle that

boded 1ill for the bazaar as a whole and - the spmt of.

. party workers in general. - -~

This was the situation as I found it. Having actually
been Father Christmas in past Daily Worker bazaars

-1tllseemed to me that there was really no problem at
a

All that was needed was to ensure that as a general
rule the cost price of the presents should not be greater
than sixpence and that the total number should be at

least as great as the maximum estzmated demand (I also

in the autumn

The royal road to remedy is to secure pohtreal dis-
cussion at ward and constituency party level and to
devrse means to get the business done as well. -

- From the ward of which I am secretary we have
raised the subjects of the H-bomb, civic rights - and

education and sent regular resolutmns to the crty man- '

agement committee.

We have had Press reports of our open warcl meetmgs |
—written by muyself, delivered to the Press the same -
mght as the meeting and printed verbatim. |

It is not only a question of letting a hundred ﬂowers
bloom. A thousand deeds add up.

Team work is the thing. It is not much good de-
nouncing bureaucracy unless we appreciate the signi-
ficance of - its 09p031te———the collective prmmple in

-~ action.

A CREATIVE ACTIVITY This is the great drs-
covery of the twentieth century, It is more important.
than nuclear fission. It produeed nuclear fission.

And another thmg that is not often found in prmt
Socialist politics is a creative activity. As such it is
to be enjoyed. It finds expression in a vast complex of
personal relationships that are to be regarded as valuable |

‘in themselves, not simply as factors to be aelghed in
~ the political balanee alone. -

He who regards people simply as agenmes and ‘forces
to be manipulated knows nothing at all about the foun-
dations of socialism. He - will be about as useful m
action as certain gentlemen in King Street.

Or perhaps he may serve as an eloquent decoration
for an armchair. If he doesn’t enjoy himself then there

1s something wrong with his - politics and he will com-

- municate nothing srgmﬁcant to anybody.

Finally—to be utterly frank and stra1ght uncom-
promlsmgly ‘Teft’ yet faetmn-free The job is to ‘carry’

 the party as a whole. There is an_immense amount of

wisdom in the principle of ‘the utmost good faith’.

The annual general meeting of the Cambrldge c1ty |
party has just taken place. There were over twenty

nominations for the eight ward seats on the executive
committee. I was elected.

I have just spent a Sunday ergamzmg a workmg party
to sand the worn and knotted floor of the Labour Hail -
in Cambridge. People have been. talking about-doing it
for years——hke socxahsm Now it is bemg done

PETER CADOGAN
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‘THREE WISE MEN’ Continued fmm page 64)

-+ In 1945 the index was apprommately at 245 and in 1957"-”

- between 410 and 420. But in real prices, calculated in dollars,
the figure of 420 becomes 291, an increase of approximately
1.7 per cent. per annum and. not between 4 per cent and 5
per cent. as stated in the report |

1l.. Where the Money Went

‘In Britain in 1946, we read ‘the. total sum paid out for

home-produced goods services and 1mports was £114 bil-

lion. (Throughout this report billion means 1,000 million).
‘From 1946 to 1956 the actual supplies of these goods
and services increased by about one-third. So if prices had
not risen 1956’s total supphes could have been bought for

about £15) billion—an increase of about £4 billion.
‘In actual fact they cost . . . £244 billion . . . The differ-

ence . £9 billion . . . 1s. the extra money pa1d out on
account of rising prlces (p. 9).. - |
In reality, if we again calculate the rise by a fixed and

therefore comparable yardstick, i.e., in dollars and mot pounds,

the figure is £17 billion (1946 pounds) or an increase of onh |

£13 billion, not £9 billion.

A real increase of £730 million went to wages and salarres
not £4,500 million as stated in the report. Nor 1s any mention
made of ‘real prices or of devaluation in these sections, be-
cause to do so would largely spoil the argument.

Iil. increased Productivity

When the report deals with the level of production the

method of wusing entirely difierent yardsticks to arrive at
- percentage increases 1s-employed only, and then the percentage
increases are used to the detriment of wage levels and wage
"~ demands. -
- -For example, in calculaiing increases in productwrt} 1948
prices are used throughout. -

Despite these different measuring rods the report states:

"Against this production increase of about 3 per cent. a |

year, wages and salaries rose by about 74 per cent. a year.

No mention 1s made at all of the different value of the
money used in determining these indices. The impression is
created that wage claims are responsible entirely for the in-
- creases, and not the gradual fall in the value of money after
.1949 as the effects of devaluation permeated the whole of
the economy.

This i1s either stupidity or dishonesty.

The only place real prices are mentioned is under the

headmg ‘Gains and Losses But even here no real explanation

1S made.

Again no attempt is made to explain the effects of de-

- valuation. | |
Where devaluation is mentioned later in the report its effect
on prices and therefore on wage claims is not dealt with.

IV. Dampening Down Demand
The report says: ‘It may well be argued that in present

circumstances, even if the downward pressure on investment

i3 not reduced the pressure on consumptton should be in-
creased.’

This council goes further 'than' the Governmem
Financial Times in its eagerness to combat wages.
It wants to intensify the existing measures against inflation:

- Everybody with any sense knows that the present trends
~in world economy .are deﬂatmnary, that there is a crisis in

~ the USA and in the primary commodity producing States, and
- that 1nstead of further intensifying the anti-inflationary mea-
sures the Government should abandon them and pursue the
opposrte course. -

But the Cohen councﬂ wants to intensify the present policy

and to produce a higher degree of unemployment than is
developing at present.

“The percentage . . ._registered as unemployed, which was

or the

1.2 in January 1956, was 1.8 in January 1958. No one should

“be surprised or shocked if 1t proves necessary that it should
go somewhat further . . ’
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- On this. questlon they have gone too far even for the
Fmancral Times, which on February 21, 1958 hoped that the
Chancellor would i1gnore thelr advice on 1nvestment I am .
not surprised. B . |

The risks to the eeonomy that are being taken by the Gov-

ernment 1n order to resist wage clalms are worrymg most
professional economists. |

To go furthér and raise purchase tax and curtail hlre
purchase sales, as the Council suggests, is the height of folly,

~even for Tories.

V. Wages lmder Controlled Demand

It is in this section that the instructions are gwen to those

concerned with arbitration to either refuse to give any in-

crease at all or to limit such increases. .
Before giving such instructions the council returns to its
previous arguments about wage increases and production.

‘It must also be remembered by all concerned that wage
increases in the past few years have not only exceeded the
rise in the cost of living, but . . . have gone beyond what
would be justified by the average increase in productivity.’

Here again indices are based on prrees calculated in money
of a different value in -one case than in three others—-—-—and they

| know it.

But it is with such misleading statistics that they embelhsh
their instructions to the arbitration courts.
Here are the ‘instructions: ‘We would hope that if any

‘'wage increases are granted.in 1958, they will be substantially

below the average of the last few years .

‘If wages—or wages plus profits—are forced up at the points
where productivity has increased most to the full extent of
the increase in productivity there, there will be a tendency

for money wages to be forced up also at the points at which

productivity has increased less or not at all .
“The result will be a rise in the level of average wages in

the country in excess of the rise in average productivity

and a consequent rise in the general price level . |

‘We think too that the considerations to whrch we have
drawn attention . . . should be continuously present to the
minds of those who are called on to take any part, by con-

ciliation, arbitration and the like, in negotiations about
wages.” | |

HEALTH SERVICE CLERKS’ Y.0W WAGES
FOUR out of five National Health Service clerks get

gross earnmgs of less than £11 11s. a week.

This 1s revealed by a recent survey conducted by the
National and lLocal Government Officers’ Association. pub-

lished in the February 1958 issue. of the NALGO monthh

Public Service. '

Of alil admrnrstratlve and cleru:al workers in the NHS, 36
per cent. earn less than £400 a year. Another 46 per cent. earn

betweerr £400 and £600.

- Effective’ salary of these grades has fallen by 15 per cent.
since 1948. Recommendations of their official Whitley Council

were recently turned down.

[ BOOKS |

ARE SOVIET JEWS SECOND-CLASS CITIZENS?
Jews and the National Question, by Hyman Levy
(Hillway Publishing Company, 4s. 6d.)

INTO this 93-page book Professor Levy has packed a

brilliant historical survey of the Jewish people and a
profound - Marxist analysis of their position in the
capitalist and socialist sectors of the world, and of the

special position of Israel in the Arab world.

‘The book, however, gwes its main emphasis to the changed
situation of Soviet Jewry since the early years of the Revolu-
tion. It will be remembered how the Jews of tsarist Russia
greeted the liberating Revolution, which meant the end of the
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Pale of Settlement and freedem to ta.ke any occup-atmn and___'

to live where they willed.

There was then a ﬂowermg'ef Jeuush culture in the language

of the Jews, of eastern Europe, the Yiddish language. -Jews
‘WwWere recogmzed to be a national mmerrty and their passports
were mafked accordingly.. |

Yet, at the same f{ime, the Iews could net be ﬁttted mto |

Stalm s definition of a nation.

If not a nation, they certalnly regarded themselves as a .

”'people and were and are. profoundly mterested in the position

of the Jews throughout the world.
Perhaps this internationalist outlook predlsposed them also

to accept ‘the international outlook of Marxist socialism and
accounts for the high proportion -of Jews in - the socialist

movement.

It is the view of. Prof Levy. that, w1th ‘the advent of the

State of Israel and the profound interest in its: welfare which

was shown by Sev1et JTews, Stalm and the Sevret leadershlp'l

took alarm.

‘They saw.the new State leamng heavily on Us. ﬁnancral-

atd and they feared that Israel would line up with the USA
in the event of war with Russia. In that event, they calculated,
the Jews of -the Soviet Union. would regard the USA, as Israel’

ally, with sympathy. |
In short, they saw Sevtet J ews as petentlal enemtes another

‘enemy within!

To Stalin and those tramed by him the weapen agamst ideas

was the well-tried one of physical force. The leaders of Jewish
culture, the writers, poets and actors, were arrested and killed.
- The Jewish theatres newspapers and publishing houses were
closed down and a policy .of cultural genoctde was embarked
Ofr1. |

Then came the Jewish doctors plot and the tales of an
international Jewish conspiracy & la Hitler. The plot story was

'.drOpped with the death of Stalin, but the poltcy ef SUppress-

..-""'-

ing Yiddish culture was not changed.
" With the advent of the Baghdad Pact and anti-Soviet bases

-'on the territory of Arab States, the Sowet leaders decided

to. back the Arab natlenahst movement

Reactmn S tradltlenali weap(m

~ Such movements are, of course, progressive in so far as
they lead to a diminution of U.S. and British influence, but

they are no more soctally progresswe than- other bourgeors__'-

political movements.-

Prof. Levy asks:
their interests not bemg sacrificed by the Soviet Umen in

its wooing of the Arab sheiks and effendis? -
Prof. Levy sees the attack on the position of Soviet ]ewry
as the response by the present leaders of the USSR to the

Raghdad Pact-Israel situation.

But I fear that the truth goes a- gtmd deal deeper than this. |

- The singling out of Jews for attack is the tmdltmnal weapen

of reaction thruugheut the centuries.
Is it an accident that the régime which attacks J ewrsh mterests

should, at the same time, suppress those elements in eastern

EurOpe and -Russia who struggle for freedom of discussion?
The Jews with their international outlook were the natural

recruits to the
this more than once by Lenin.

To the bureaucrats now ruling the Sovret Union this is 0o
longer an asset. The Jews are a nulsance_——_—they__must be excluded -
from the party, the diplomatic service and the Defence Minis-
try, their culture must be suppressed and they must lose therr

identity as a people.

The 1nfamous statement attrrbuted te Khrushchev at the_
meeting of the Polish pelltburo—-‘there are too many Abramo-

vrtches here>—is not the mere expression of stupid. prejudice;
1t 1S a pohttcal statement in a highly polttlcal meeting.
The present rulers of the Soviet Union are the creatten of

Stalin, they served him in his barbarous conduct, they were
trained by him, and although they attack the cult of the individ- |

ual, they nevertheless carry forward Stalin’s policy.

There will be no change in the position of the J ews in the

.
i

What of the Israeh werkmg class‘? Are

revolutionary movement and were pratsed for

. Soviet- Umon unul the Sovret peeple take power into therr own
hands again and resume thelr onward march to sec1allst demo-' 1

. . e

cracy. | - | |
There is wrdespread cenfus"lon in somahst cu'cles about the

position of the Jews in the world, especially in the Soviet

' - Unton. Prof. Levys book will be of great help to Jews and

non-Jews alike in stimu]atmg fresh thought. |
| | T HENRY COHEN r

THIS PAMPHLET MAKES ONE’S BLOOD BOIL

MEervYN JoNEs has done a service to the struggle for
Arab freedom and the anti-imperialist movement

generally with his pamphlet Ordeal. (6d.) N
Published jointly by the Union of Democratic Control, the
Universities and Left Review Club, the Movement for

- .Colonial Freedom and The New Reasoner, this tells the story

of Djamila Bouhired, the Algerian girl supporter of the FLLN
who was framed up, tertured and sentenced to death ‘last year
for ‘complicity in terrorist acts’.” - -
- Jones describes, in a. way that makes one’s bleod boil, the |
investigation and ‘trial’ of Djamila, and shows.how barbar- |
ous the French 1mper1altsts are becoming in their methods.

‘Ordeal’ is issued in aid of the campaign for the reprieve -
of Djamila Bothired which has been sponsored by Barbara
Castle, Michael Foot, Doris Lessing and others. Regardless
of any dtsagreements with. the FLN, all supperters of the

Algerian people’s fight sheuld help to get-a good crrculatton
for this pamphlet

WHAT WAS THAT AGAIN, COMRADE, POLLITT?
“There- can be no doubt that those who are carrying on
his work in leading positions in the Soviet Union today, such

 as Malenkov, Beria, Molotov, Bulganin and Kaganovich, owe -
~ their ‘development as _Marmsts and leaders to the very great

help and assistance whlch Stalm always gave to these whe_

worked with him.

‘And - Stalin’s help and advrce was always.ready, not only

for Soviet leading people, but also fer leaders of the Com-

munist Parties from other countries. -

‘I know how much I have learned fro hlm not only from
his -works, but from the friendly ceunmr he has given me.
There is not a leader of any Communist Party in the world

| who has not had such personal help from Stalin.’

—(Harry Pollitt, In Memeory of Jose;)h Stalm and
Klement Gottwald (1953)) -

. THE CULT IS DEAD; LONG LIVE THE CULT!

MARSHAL OF THE SOVIET UNION A. I. Eremenko, writing
in Kormmunist (no. 1, 1958) on the fifteenth anniVersary-
of the Battle of Stalingrad, gives the latest versmn of

the revised history of the war. |
 He dismisses contemptuously and authorltattvely the legend -
(created under the influence of the personality cult’) that it
was Stalin himself whose ‘creative’ -strategy was respon51ble |

' 'fer the encirclement and. defeat of the German fascists.

But .in his roll of honour of the architects of victory one

-.'loeks in vain for the names of Marshal Zhukov whose relief

armics dealt the decisive blow in the direction of Kalach, or
of Marshal (then General) Chuikov whose 62nd Army had

- held the city against overwhelming pressure.
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‘Marshal Eremenko pays tribute to the officers and men of -
Stalingrad whose . courage, high morale, and self-sacrtﬁce.
earned the admiration and gratitude of the whole world.
- But who-—if it was not Stalin—inspired the defenders of

~Stalingrad and the conquerors of the German 6th Army?

Le culte est mort, vive le culte. Enter .a new personality:
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‘This lofty and painstaking work (i.e. of raising morale

and discipline by explaining the military and political

significance of the battle in progress) was accomplished with
the direct participation and under the leadership of the

- member of the Military Council of the Stalingrad and

South-Eastern front—N. S. Khrushchev.’
- A.D.

FOOTNOTE: The Sunday Times of February 23 published

a picture of Khrushchev addressing a recent meeting in the

uniform of a lieutenant-general in the Soviet Army.

STRUGGLE FOR ARAB UNITY—AND
ITS LIMITATIONS
- By Michael Banda

JusT as the Suez nationalization—despite a military

~ defeat for Nasser-—gave a tremendous fillip to the
- growth of Arab national consciousness, so too the uni-
fication of Syria and Egypt, despite the obvious and

numerous limitations, threatens to disrupt the pre-

carious balance of forces in this very vulnerable area.
The idea of Arab unity is a very old one, but took a long

time to mature, being hampered by-the extreme backwardness

‘of the region, by the lack
dynastic conflicts. |

The building of the Hejaz railway by the Turks, by bring-
ing the tribes and towns of the Arabian peninsula into closer
~ contact, did more to cement the unity of Arab nationalism
- than much of the propaganda of the secret societies.

The first attempt of the Arab people in 1916 (led by Hus-
sein, -Sherif .of Mecca, and the tribesmen of the Arabian

of modern communications and by

peninsula) to unite Arabia with 'Syria,_Lebanon;- Palestine and

- Iraq proved abortive. - -

'This was the famous revolt immortalized by Lawrence and
~betrayed by his government. . o
. This betrayal tock the form of the Balfour declaration of
1917 ‘and the Sykes-Picot agreement in 1915, The former pro-

-posed to create a Zionist enclave in the heart of the Arab

- homeland:

the latter proposed to dismember the Arab
nation. | o T -

Arab revolt went on o o
~ Under the terms of the Sykes-Picot agreement geographical

Syria (i.e., Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan) and Traq

were divided into spheres of influence.- Lebanon and Syria
- (together with Mosul) went to the French, Irag and Jordan
were grabbed by Britain. Palestine was placed under an inter-
national trusteeship. . |

The international trusteeship
- -to become the British mandate.

The Arab revolt did not end with the eXpulsion of Husseir; |

from his capital, Damascus. In Iraq in 1920 2 new revolt
broke out which lasted three months and cost the British
- government £40 million. | |

During the same period Egypt witnessed the birth of a
powerful national movement, led by the Wafd, which strove
to overthrow the British protectorate. "

~ A third rebellion against imperialism flared up in the

Levant. This was the insurrection of the Jebel Druse in 1925,

which threatened to throw the French out of Syria.
~Arab unity received a new and invigorating impulse during
the second world war. Owing to. the Allied blockade, trade
between the Arab countries trebled. Industry grew. |
The defeat of the British by Rommel’s armies shattered
the myth of British invincibility., In Irag the ill-fated coup
of Rashid-Ali nearly toppled British- power. In Syria and
Lebanon the struggle against the French was resumed and
resulted in the winning of complete independence in 1946.
- The first condition for Arab unity is the economic integra-

tion of all the Arab countries. This remains a hopeless objec-

‘lve so long as imperialism continues to dominate the Middle
East, its finances, its commerce, its industry.

From this standpoint the unity of Syria and Bgypt—and

of ...Palestine was later modified

- of one party to rule
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the Yemen—will not evoke great hopes. Their essenti_al-ly
similar economies, the absence of common frontiers and the.

restricted market caused by low living standards militate

against a viable and effective integration. | |
Unity, while it fills a long-felt need, has a reactionary
aspect which it would be dangerous to ignore. The formation
over the unified Arab State smacks of .
totalitarianism. - I
By imposing this condition Nasser not only eliminates the
Left but also guarantees to the Egyptian bourgeoisie the
virtual monopoly of the Arab State. | | |
Man cannot live by language and culture alone. More

important than unity is the liberation of the Egyptian

+ fellaheen f{rom perennial poverty and premature death by a
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wrote and spoke continuously for Ireland.

thorough-going social and political revolution which would
abolish landlordism, usury and all the other evils of an
aborted capitalism. R .

Neither Kuwatly nor Nasser, but only the Arab workers,
can achieve this. | *

PAT DOOLEY LOVED PEOPLE—AND TRUTH

‘A former coileague of Pat Dooley’s writes:

May 1 add the
Dooley? | N S |
There were two things about him that all of us who knew
him will long remember. - . -
First, he was a warm-hearted, sincere man who loved
people and would do anything on earth for a friend..
Second., he was never afraid to speak the truth, no matter
what high personage he might offend and no matter ‘what
pressure might be put on him to keep quiet about the truth.
It was- these qualities which, in the days before the war,
made him first a great campaigner for the unemployed, and
later a fearless fighter for the cause of Ireland—for years he

following to your obituary of Pat

On the Cominform journal he saw a group of bureaucrats
who lived well, who divided their own ranks into a strictly

graded hierarchy, who were steeped in intrigue and who had -
little but contempt for ordinary weorking people. -

Incidentally—and this infuriated Pat—they had little but
contempt for the British Communist Party. .

Reiused to believe him

He came back, already a sick man, but determined to tell
the truth. Most of us., to our shame, refused to believe
what he told us—though his words left a mark.

But we closed our eyes and our minds; unlike Pat, we did
not face reality—we held back till it was forced on us later
by Khrushchev, Poland and Hungary. S

But he bore no grudge against those of us, his comrades,
who refused to believe him. He was too big- a man for
that. | - o
I met him on the day that Khrushchev’s speech about
Stalin was reported in the British Press. He could have been
crowing with triumph. But he wasn’t |

Instead he listened to my tale of woe, and said he be-
lieved this would cause a change in the attitude of the
Communist Party. I believed it,- too. We were both wrong.

Later, after I left my party job, he helped me get work

‘when T was in urgent need, though I and others had done

nothing to help him when he was in similar straits. He
helped many people. R -
He was a great enthusiast—whether it was Tor socialism,
for his work as a journalist, for the antiques he cherished
or for the cottage where he and his devoted, charming wife
found peace for a few months. o |
bove all, he was an enthusiast for people and for justice

to people. We shall miss him.
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