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ON MARCH 31st ELECT- —

A LABOUR GOVERNMENT

—Expose the right wing!

HE Election, which began with a ferocious Fleet Street witch-hunt

against the trade unions, is now drawing to a close in an atmosphere
which can best be described as a whimper. Neither the Labour nor Tory
candidates have got anything new to say.

In so far as they talk vaguely about their policies, it is almost Ih\hb“lble to
. i : two delegates t t th
dls.cern. the differences between them. Even the issue of steel nationalization, §at o_ u_,:“"‘ffm‘é&i’if,?""mf;';
which, in the 1964 Election, was whipped up into a major ditference by the Tories, now f;‘:;zﬂs'f; GoRterence bperlacs
seems to be forgotten. The steelmasters who plastered the hoardings all over the |to the April 27 lobby of par-
country with anti-nationalization posters appear to have gone sirangely quiet. Is it |jament =against antiunion
because they accept the generous compensation terms of the Labour government as The resolution to support
being, perhaps, a sound business deal? RSN Isene M€ fens ke cariie
‘ : . unanimously after members
But it would be a grave mistake for the rank-and-file Labour voter to draw the Qheard a Young  Socialist
conclusion that there are no serious issues involved in the election. The economic [ Sheiker and then dis 5 SClhthe
crisis goes from bad to worse. Wilson plans to round off Labour's right-wing election The branch is composed
campaign with a series of ‘get tough’ speeches in which he will call for an early m“‘%;.’:{o:“";.‘:a "%’.;‘;i‘:,é;?o“.;
passage through parliament, if Labour gets a majority, of the anti-trade-union legisla- f“g‘,‘,"’i, ds Bush bramch of
tlgn. He will also_ attempt to justify, w;thout. committing : 1 the mgam?:d Soc]!;ty 3;
himself as to details, a harsh budget immediately parlia- Woodworkers has voted unani-
ment reassembles.
Whichever party, Tory or Labour, wins the election, it will
have the international bankers breathing
down its neck immediately it is over.
These ‘faceless men’ are demanding action
against the working class and the trade
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Campaign against anti-union Bill

HE real nature of the mili-
tary take-over in Indo-
nesia is beginning to show its
face—on Tuesday it was re-
ported that General Suharto’s
Cabinet is seeking financial
aid from the west.

Unlike Sukarno, who has
finally retired from his pre-
carious balancing act between
the Communist countries and
imperialism, the  reactionary
generals, who have taken over
an almost bankrupt country, have
made approaches to the Japanese
and other embassies.

They realise that the weak
economy can easily nurture dis-
content in the country and
strengthen what is left “of the
Communist - underground after
the fantastic massacres of - the

mously to support the Young
Socialists’ Conference by send-
ing one delegate at the branch’s
expense. Ome observer has also
agreed to attend.

This branch also sent three
;01 delegates to the Lambeth
Trades Council lobby of par-
J liament. on January 26 of this

past six months. ] e ar,  and, together with ‘the § iR : S N L MR Pl of
Already there has been talk | UDIODS. ) 7 o ﬁa uners ,oge it e 3 high oh th.e "_Af‘rﬂ\!!;da_._;_ﬁ.f__.‘,- N e R
ity W | 2,000  [FEEIEEE] By Am Gy
out botheri i : i the West London area,
] erm to check their facts, accepted Hook, line . . . & g ! B hepherds  Bush lea. .

Long-lost
Brother
Brown

‘THIS IS WHAT you get when
a Labour government attempts
to bring in laws against the
unions. Every boss in the
dountry gets more confident.
To hear some managements
talk you’d think George Brown
was their long-lost brother.

This was how a shop steward
at a BMC factory in Birming-
ham described the situation at
Tractors and Transmissions,
Washwood Heath, where an
unofficial strike of 32 workers
making suspension units re-
sulted in the laying off of some
thousands of workers at Long-
bridge and Cowley.

The dispute is about the pay-
ment of 6d, as against 5d, per
axle, This involves 1d per axle
at approximately 45 per hour
between 32 men. ‘And for this’
the shop steward alleged, ‘an
issue involving a few shillings
extra a week, the management
is prepared to dig in’.

Commenting on an incident
last Friday in which several
thousand workers at Tractor
and Transmissions walked out
an hour before finishing time
and held a meeting in a nearby
park to protest against the
alleged holding of a worker
for questioning for over an
hour by security officials, the
shop steward said:

‘After the hysterical press
attacks against the Cowley
stewards, workers know they
must be prepared to put up a
fight against all such incidents.

Students
seize radio
stations

MILITANT movement is

developing amongst stu-
dents in South Vietnam against
Ky's regime, and U.S. policy in
the country.

Thousands of the youth
seized radio stations in- the
important towns of Hue and
Da Nang on Wednesday and
broadcast anti-U.S., anti-Ky
programmes.

Earlier over 10,000 students
had demonstrated in Hue. A
similar number marched in
Da Nang, 55 miles away.

There was no resistance to
the students at the radio
stations, but troops have been
fully alerted.

at the outset of the Election, the scurrilous

trial’.

... and sinker

lies about the so-called Cowley ‘noose

They are so busy listening into their
‘Master’s Voice’ in New York and Zurich
that nothing else seems to matter.
the millionaire press lords have a go at
decent trade unionists and shop stewards,

So if

they fall for it hook, line and sinker, because it is the language
the international bankers like to hear.

Any government formed by either Labour’s right wing or
the Tory Heath will place the interests of the monopolists

and bankers first.

Experience for working class

However, this does not at all mean that the experiences
which the working class will derive from them will be the

same.

A Tory government would act as the direct representative
of the capitalist class, leaving Labour’s supporters still with
the illusion that somehow or other a Labour government

would solve their problems.

The Election of a majority Labour government would,
within a short space of time, expose the pro-capitalist role of
Wilson and company to their supporters, thus opening the
door to the building of an alternative revolutionary leadership,
and a more all-out direct struggle against the Tories.

Moreover, if the Tories were elected, big business would

* be greatly strengthened in its

preparations to attack the
working class.

On the other hand, if Labour
is elected, many workers com-
paratively new to politics
would regard it as their vic-
tory and proceed to press
home their demands for more
militant action, This would
result in a speed-up of the
radicalisation of the working
class.

That is why the Socialist
Labour League and The News-
letter is for actively participat-
ing in the experiences of the
working class by calling on it
to vote a majority Labour
government to power.

First elect a Labour govern-
ment and then get ready to
deal with Wilson by fighting
for socialist policies. This is
the only way to ‘expose
Labour’s right-wing traitors.

The labour movement did
not build up through struggle
over many years a Labour
Party and trade unions to be
played around with by Wilson,

Let us fight together to
make these organisations work
and expose the right-wing
traitors by doing so.

IG struggles are expected

following the announce-
ment by the Steel Company of
Wales of a £384 million devel-
opment plan which could cost
2,000 men their jobs.

The plan would increase pro-
ductivity by 25 per cent. - This
involves the installation of new
plant, but it must almost cer-
tainly mean a tremendous
speed up.

The significance of the 1964
struggle by craftsmen for higher
wages—and the extraordinary
resistance by the management—
is clearer now.

Union organisation and unity
in this struggle were extremely
strong and the management saw
this as a great obstacle to their
future plans.

The 13 unions in the vast
steel works must prepare again
to defend their 16,500 members
from the employer’s onslaught,

This fight for a livelihood must
now be linked with a demand
that with Labour’s victory at the
polls must come the -nationaliza-
tion of the whole steel industry
without compensation and with
workers’ control so that the auto-
mation proposed can be imple-
mented to the benefit of all
employees.

mated Society of Painfers and
Decorators - also agreed last
week to support the conference
and send at least one delegate.
§ This branch like the ASW. have
given full support to the Lam-
beth Trades Council lobby.

Members have also submitted
to the ASPD bi-annual con-
ference a resolution calling for
the lifting of the ban on Lam-
beth Trades Council. Af its last
meeting, after listening to a
talk by a member of the
Young Socialists, this same
branch asked for a regular
order of 15 Newsletters per
week, and also to be kept in-
formed of all Young Socialist
activities in the area.

Delegates will -also be attend-
ing from the Water Haigh
NUM branch, the Crossgates
Tenants’ Association, and the
Faith Street Tenants, all near
Leeds.

The Crawley Clerical and
Administrative Workers’ Union
ihas agreed to support the

Young Socialists’ Conference
and send a delegate.

It is clear from the tremen-
dous support given by such
trade uvnion branches as these
that older workers are only too
willing to follow the lead given
by the Young Socialists, and at
the same time are able to
assist in the development of the
youth movement through their
greater experience in the
workers’ movement.

OUNG SOCTALISTS will hold their 6th Annual
Conference at Morecambe on April 2 and 3

this year, against a background of the most crucial
struggles facing the future of the labour and trade

union movement.

On the second day after the General Election, young
workers, apprentices, students, school leavers, and other youth,
will meet to discuss their broadsheet for 1965 and what they

propose to do in 1966,

Without a doubt the Young Socialists can be justly proud
of their record in 1965. The past year has been one of hard
campaigning and demonstrating under a Labour government

which has viciously attacked

Following the expulsions and
witch-hunts of the bureaucrats
of Transport House, the majority
-of the National Committee of
the Young Socialists called the
5th Annual Conference of the
Young Socialists last year on
February 27 and 28.

From that time onwards this
socialist youth movement has
campaigned on every issue con-
cerning the working class.

Just how wrong those fake
lefts who remained cringing with-
in the corners of the constituency
Labour Parties were has been
proved over and over again.

Young Socialists swung into
1966 at a cracking pace, in many
areas leading the campaign for
the January 26 lobby of Parlia-

AEU INQUIRY CONFIRMS PREVIOUS REPORTS

Gowley ‘trial’ — gross exaggeration

HE three-man investiga-
tion team set up by the
Amalgamated Engineering
Union following the so-called
‘noose trial’ at BMC’s' Cowley
plant has found that the press
‘grossly exaggerated’ the inci-
dent.

Their report, along with that
of a Transport and General
Workers’ Union inquiry, which
also spoke of ‘gross distortions’,
is' being considered by Minister
of Labour, Ray Gunter. He will
then decide whether or not to
set up an independent inguiry
on the lines of those conducted
by the motor industry’s ‘trouble-
shooter’, Jack Scamp.

The AEU report, based on in-
terviews with local officials, shop
stewards and rank-and-file mem-
bers confirmed the findings of
the T&GWU report and those of
a Newsletter reporter.

At the meeting of workers—
called with the management’s
permission after a one-day token

Newsletter Reporter

strike—there was a considerable
amount of shouting and frivolous
and jocular remarks were made.

Even so, the workers insisted
that the eight men who had
worked on the day of the strike
appear on the platform, a load-
ing ramp. )

Evidence showed that there
had been a piece of rope on this
platform before the meeting, but
it was not used to intimidate the
men.

‘Clowning’

In fact one of the eight had
done some ‘clowning’ with the
rope.

Shop stewards of both unions
involved had stressed on the
workers that no official action
could be taken against the eight
‘offenders’, but the: meeting
would not accept that.

After a discussion it was

agreed that the men pay the
equivalent of a day’s wage to a
charity.

The report states that the
stewards then had a choice of
accepting this or a refusal of the
men to work with the eight.

The inquiry team pointed out
that only two of their members
had made criticism of what had
happened at the meeting. One
had refused to give evidence and
the other was in hospital.

Evidence showed though, that
the meeting was held in a reason-
ably orderly fashion and was no
different from other meetings
held in the past.

On the press reaction to the
incident the report says:

‘We are completely satisfied
that the press reports in respect
of this particular aspect [the
noose and intimidation], were
exaggerated and completely un-

justified.’

Commenting on the possibility
of an independent inquiry on
Tuesday, Sir William Carron,
president of the AEU, said it
would be a waste of public
money.

Inquire into Press

Certainly Mr. Gunter should
not decide on an inquiry- into
the Cowley affair, but intc the
actions of certain sections of the
press.

But it is more likely that he
and his colleagues will, when re-
turned to parliament, use the
Cowley incident and indignation
and fear expressed by reactionary
sections to argue even more
strongly for legislation against
the unions in the form of a
Prices and Incomes Bill.

This would prevent the action
which Cowley workers were tak-
ing before the ‘noose trial’ meet-
ing—a strike to defend their
hard-won wage increases.

the working class.

ment against anti-trade union
legislation.

Today the Young Socialists is
a lively expanding movement. It
does not just verbally challenge
the Wilson government on its
subservience to the bankers and
monopolists, it has actively
mobilised adult workers and
youth against them.

This year’s conference promises
to be the most decisive one yet
for the Young Socialists with
over 140 resolutions on the pre-
liminary agenda, and a special
statement ‘Socialism and Youth’
issued by the Ybung Socialists
National Committee, both for
consideration and discussion by
the delegates.

Substantial support has been
forthcoming from trade union
branches up and down the
country—many have promised to
send delegations.

There will be a special section
of the conference devoted to
plans for continuing the cam-
paign against anti-trade union
legislation.

The Young Socialists are in-
viting all youth and adult trade
unionists to attend the con-
ference and decide on a socialist
programme.

For further details write to D.
Ashby, 9 Chrstnut Avenuc,
Leeds 6.

PUBLIC MEETING
SHEFFIELD

‘The General Election
and anti-trade-union
legislation’

The Vestry Hall,
Cemetery Road (Moor End)
Sheffield

7.30 p.m. Sunday, March 27
Speaker: G. Healy, national

secretary, Socialist Labour
League
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ROBERT BLACK writes on:

S recent issues of

The Newsletter have
made clear, the old rela-
tionship between the
trade unions and the
Labour FParty, brought
about by a pohucal
radicalisation of the
working class through
the events surrounding
the laft Vaie case, 1S
now being undermned
by the demands that a
crisis - ridden — British
capitalism puts upon its
representauves in the

labour movement.

From this nistoricai under-
standing oi tne packground to
ant-union  legisiauon  must
flow Lne polucai suraiegy that
wiil enaole wne working class
Lo DIcak QeciSively witl re-
formusm wiLloul ruonng into
e ound aley Of SynuiCdlls.

" There can be no aoubt that a
furtner Tern 0L Owce IOr Lduour
Wil newp 10 vreak inany Inore
WOCLKErS L6041 Wiuslons 10 loe
pallaweniary road Lo sociausin,
CUalivialed SO assillQousiy IOr oves
o0 years w0 e workuing class,
hrst oy e nuadle-Cidss raolaas,
tnen e Labourlies, and uow by
tne ieauers oOf tne  LOuuuust
racty swuace LY42.

Bonds broken

State actlon by ine yvisoa
governument agaiost Toe  onclal
arnd unolwucial poaes of the
wosking <iass 10 tne form of
inquiries with the powers 1o
compel attenaance, fines and im-
prisouminents, wili assist in the
oreaxing OL the bonds that te
many secuons of the working
ciass to toe institutions and
toinking of reformism,

But the deveiopment of a
leadership that can take the
working class through the ex-
perience of the fight against the
Labour government, through to
a break with rerormism and be-
yond to the taking of power,
is by no means an automatic,
mecnanical process that will
come apout simply through the
‘exposure’ of the Wilson govern-
ment,

We know from the past history
of the international workers’
movement that - the crisis of and
open  betrayal by reformist
leaderships does not lead inevit-

ably to the growth of.a yeRolu-

tioeegry abrecaatiton Lt :
past, - disillusionment with -the
politics of reformism has led to
anti-political, syndicalist trends
emerging in the working - class,
trends that can rapidly grow and
feed on the betrayals of past
leaderships if Marxists are un-
able to intervene in the crisis
of reformism in such a way as to
win mass support. Syndicalism
grew up in the pre-1914 period
as a reaction by the working
class against the corrupt reform-
ist politics practised by their
parliamentary representatives.
This process of corruption
reached a very advanced stage
in France where Millerand
aocepted a post in a capitalist
Cabinet as early as 1899,
Eleven years later Briand,
another  ‘socialist’ broke a
national rail strike by conscript-
ing all railwaymen into the army
and placing them under military
discipline, Further impetus to
the split between the unions and
the socialist movement in France
was given by Millerand’s deci-
sion in 1901 (one year after the
Taff Vale judgement) to make
unions legal persons able to sue
and be sued in a court of law.

Fertile soil

The open turn by many
socialist parliamentarians against
the trade unions provided fertile
soil for the ideas of revolution-
ary syndicalism,

Its leading ideologists, Hervé
and Sorel, proceeding from the
false premise that all politics
were corrupt, developed a cult of
violence, blind action and spon-
taneity that was to reach its
highest point in the general
strike and the ensuing collapse
of the capitalist order. Its re-
jection of a science of the class
struggle was dressed up as shal-
low anti-intellectualism, while
the Marxist theory of the van-
guard party deeply rooted in
the struggles of the workers was
rejected for a self-erected élite,
which, by acts of heroism and
violence, was to galvanise the
whole of the class into action.

For a period of time, syndi-

o i

calist theories could appear quite
left in relation to the openly
opportunist policies of the re-
formist wings of Fremch and
Italian  soclalism. The true
nature of syndicalism became
clear only during the First World
War, when leading syndicalists
such as Hervé swung right round
overnight and pledged full sup-
port to the production and re-
cruitment drives of their respec-
tive capitalist governments,

It was no coincidence that
many of the syndicalist theorists
found their cult of violence best
exemplified in the mass slaughter
of the First World War, and that
after that war, the same syndi-
calists ended up in the various
fascist groupings that mush-
roomed up in response to the
international threat of the
Russian Revolution.

Because the syndicalist move-
ment based itself on the capture
of power by the trade umnions,
it became an easy prey for the
fascist demagogy of ‘national’
syndicalism and the corporate
state. The integration of the
remnants of the Italian trade
unions into the fascist state was
dressed up by many ex-syndical-
ists as the capturing of power
by the working class through its
trade wunions, and the phoney
ffactory committees set up by
the corporations as workers’
control of production.

Lenin sensed the dangers im-
plicit in syndicalism for the
working class, while at the same

. time seeing it necessary to be

very patient with sections of
workers who adopted a syndi-
calist outlook . through their
healthy rejection of the reformist
politics of the Second Interna-
tional.

Lenin’s warning

In ‘Left-Wing Communism’
Lenin warned the British com-
munists of the necessity to work

inside the reformist trade
unions, the Labour Party and
also parliament, While Lenin

agreed with Gallagher and Pank-
hurst that the most advanced
workers had, through their own
bitter experiences, learned of the
inadequacies of the Labour
leaders, - and the parliamentary
road to socialism that they prac-
tised, it was essential that these
workers did not become isolated
along with the Communist Party,
from those broad. masses of
workers that still remained to be
convinced of the necessity of the
revolutionary road to power, or
even_ of “the..need  for political
ol _ :

Lenin insisted that the British

communists fight to return a

Labour government committed
to a socialist programme of
action against the employers and
the Tories.

In the fight to force Labour
to carry out such a programme,

sheets, brought for the Commu-
nist Party on the eve of the
General Strike an influence out
of all proportion to its 6,000
members.

It was here that the develop-
ment of Stalinism—the turn
away from the programme of
world revolution towards the
reactionary utopia of socialism
in one country—took its tragic
toll of the communist movement
in Britain.

Fearing renewed imperialist in-
tervention in the Soviet Union,
the Soviet trade union organi-
sation, headed by Tomsky, con-
cluded an agreement with the
General Council of the British
Trade Union Congress that in
the event of war between Britain
and the USSR, the British trade
unions would use their maximum
pressure to force the government
to conclude peace terms with the
Soviet government.

The rapid swing to the right by
the Communist lnternational in
ithe fight against Trotsky and
his supporters during 1925 con-
verted a legitimate defensive
measure by the Soviet govern-
ment into a cloak for a betrayal
by the General Council of the
%ezriGeml Strike in the May of

C“All power’

With the Soviet trade unions
failing to break with the General
Council during and  after their
treacherous role in the strike
(the alliance was ended a full
year later), the Communist
Party put forward the slogan
‘All power to the General Coun-
cil'’ even though that body was
dominated . by such notorious
night wingers as Bevin and
Citrine.

‘Lefts’ such as Cook, Hicks and
Purcell failed to break with this
policy of capitulation, while the
Communist Party itself failed to
denounce the conciliatory role of
these ‘lefts’ on the General
Council,

Through this coming together
of international Stalinism and
the political immaturity of the
British communists waging a
very different battle against the
historically - rooted theoretical
backwardness of the Buritish
labour movement, the working
class suffered a set back, the
scope of which moulded  the
thinking of entire generations of
workers in Britain, and, in its
turn, gave further confirmation

to the  Stalinist faction in the.
it S e SR arkonrT - Of e

to-stake all on. the building of

socialism in a single country.
In 1926 the British Communist

Party, despite all its weaknesses

and inexperience, had the oppor-

tunity to pioneer a breakthrough
in the organisation and thinking
of the working class.

A clean breck by the British Communist Party from the General
Council in 1926 .could have cleared the way for the rapid growth
of the Party at the time of the betrayal by MacDonald (above)

in 1931,
la i ; British It is not being argued that
ﬁgﬁiangecéﬁgs “?gu‘léh ebegi; &;o with a different policy the Com-
break from the MacDonald mMunist Party could have led a

leadership and his supporters in
the trade unions in so far as the
Communists would be able to
_develop a clear alternative in
the trade unions and the fac-
tories.

After the election of a
minority Labour government at
the end of 1923, Lenin’s struggle
and the intervention of the
Comintern began to bear fruit.

Through its leadership of the
minority movement it was able
by 1926 to influence at least a
quarter of the organised workers
in Britain. Disciplined faction
work in the unions, a whole or-
ganisational turned towards the
building of factory groups and
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successful revolution at that
time, but that by mobilising its
considerable forces in the coun-
cils of action, the factory and
strike committees, the minority
movement and in the Labour
Party and trade union branches,
a huge step forward would have
been made on the basis of clari-
fication wof the role of social
democracy and its ‘left’ accom-
plices in the General Council.

Rapid growth

A clean break with the ‘lefts’
and the development of an alter-
native strategy for the continua-
tion and extension of the strike
anound political demands would
have produced such a deep crisis
within social democracy that the
betrayal of 1931 by MacDonald
and Co. could have cleared the
way for a rapid growth of the
Communist Party in Britain, and
its winning of the majority of
British workers to the banner of
revolution.

Instead, the left and right zig-
zags by the Comintern, respond-
ing at every turn to the require-
ments of Stalinist diplomacy,
made impossible the olarification
of the working class that Lenin
had fought for in ‘Left-Wing
Communism’,

The Marxist movement today
has to work in a working class,
considerable numbers of which
passed through or has been in-
fluenced by these 40 years of mis-
education and betrayal, and
must, therefore, proceed with
this history in mind.

Today, when the split between
the wunions and the Labour
government is so openly posed,
political clarity is essential if
the older generations are to be
won to a correct programme. The

necessity

LS
the publication of factory mews- :

and

accumulated experiences of poli-
tical betrayal by MacDonald,
Attlee, -Gaitskell and now
Wilson, and the inability of
either the pre-war Independent
Labour Party or the Bevanite
left to develop any viable alter-
native to reformism, together
with the treachery of the Stalin-
ists throughout this entire
period, has created the basis for
a possible turn away from alil
forms of political action when
the unions are attacked by the
state. :

Such attacks upon the most
basic organisations of the work-
ing class—its trade union and
factory committees—by the
Labour government through its
use of state power must there-
fore be ariswered in the same
coin.

Reformism, now unable even
to tolerate the defensive organi-
sations upon which it gained its
nourishment, can only be ex-
posed for what it is if the Social-
ist Labour League and the Young
Socialists fight for a programme
of demands leading to the taking

.of political power by the working

class.

Not inevitable

The decay of social democracy
and Stalinism on a world scale
will not lead inevitably to the
victory of the working class. In
1926, social democracy betrayed,
as it did again in 1931. Yet, be-
cause of the pernicious and false
theories of Stalinism and the
opportunism and sectarianism of
the British Communist Party, the
working class ‘was udable to
advance beyond reformism.

Even ' more."tragic were the
events_in Germany leading up to
the .victory™ 6f fascism, where
both Stalinist and -social-demo-
cratic wings of the labour move-

ment came together from left and
right to hand over-the German

politics

working class to the tender cares
of the storm troopers and the
Gestapo.

It was from these historic de-
feats of the working class that
Trotsky drew the reluctant con-
clusion that the Third Interna-
tional, as a fighting body of the
working class, was as dead as the
international that proceeded it,

The Fourth International was
founded in 1938 in order to rid
the working class of the twin
diseases of Stalinism and social-
democracy, a task that could not
under any circumstances be en-
trusted to fascism.

Nothing has occurred to refute
in any way Trotsky’s analysis.

In the fight against legislation,
and in their own lobby on March
1, the British Communist Party
leadership demands of their rank
and file: that they keep politics
out of such actions; that they
smooth over differences with the
‘left’ MPs and trade union
bureaucrats; that they hide their
policies in tenants’ committees
and in campaigns against the
American war in Vietnam.

As in 1926, but now on a far
more conscious and treacherous
level, the role of the Stalinists
is to prevent any political clari-
fication on the type of fight that
needs to be waged inside the
trade unions in order to break
the grip of the right wing.

Precisely now, when every

question 'of wages and conditions
brings workers face to face with
state power

and all its mass

Lenin’s policy of work in the -

reformist unions and Labour Party

brought the British Communist

Party massive support on the eve
of the General Strike (above). The
development of Stalin’s policy of

‘Socialism in one country’ ruined

the tremendous opportunity of

setting British workers on the

road to revolution.

media and propaganda machine,
the Stalinists shy away from the
break with the politics of Labour
and attempt to turn their mem-
bership into a futile campaign to
return Communist MPs, who, to-
gether with the ‘lefts’, are to-
form the basis of a socialist
government.

Groping

Trade union members of the
party are left to grope empirically
for some sort of perspective that
will enable them to hit back at
anti-union legislation—and, quite
understandably, develop a one-
sided, trade union approach to
the question that is very much
in the tradition of Communist
Party work in the unions.

A national figure in the miners’
union such as Abe Moffat can
write his life story without men-
tioning once the question of poli-
tical power, while all the major
party documents on trade
unionism since the war have,

without - exception,. ignored this

same question.

The Socialist Labour League's
analysis -of the 'crisis in British
capitalism and its Labour lieuten-
ants rests upon the conviction

that the Labour right wing can-
not be defeated without the
breaking of the working class
from the right-wing bureaucracy
in the trade unions—the princi-
pal basis in fact for the Labour
Party right wing.

Events today prove how cor-
rect The Newsletter was to begin
its preparations some time ago
for the launching of a daily paper
of the working class.

In order to penetrate even
more deeply into the ranks of
workers now radicalised by the
wholesale attacks on trade
unionism made by all three
parties, the press, radio and tele-
vision, the Marxist movement
‘demands a daily tribune and
organiser to draw the day-by-day
lessons of the struggle against the
Labour government, and to con-
tinue the education of broad
masses of the working class in the
principles at present understood
only by a small minority.

With the Young Socialists as
the spearhead of the fight against
legislation, .the balance sheet. of

40 years of Stalinist betrayal and

reformist compromise can: at last
be redressed.- From - the More-

‘cambe conference to the Trotsky-

ist daily paper!

N the day that we pub-
lished The Newsletter
with the headline ‘The “Noose
Trial” Hoax’, the magazine of
big business and Toryism,
‘The Economist’, confirmed
the findings of our article—
that the Cowley incident was
being used to mandate the
next government on the ques-
tion of anti-trade union legis-
lation,
‘The Economist’ in an article

‘What freedom, ‘whose justice?’
says quite bluntly:

‘If Labour is to deserve the
majority which the country now
seems likely to give it, it is a
fair point that Labour ministers

should, like the Conservatives,
now  promise specifically to
hurry legisiative dction along’,

(Qur emphasis.)

After throwing in several
phrases such as ‘it is alleged’,
and ‘it is said’ the article openly
vents. its spleen on the BMC
workers: i

‘ENCOURAGED’

‘On the surface these courts
are merely outbreaks of the sort
of mob. tyranny and bullying
that middle-class English people
will remember (or prefer to for-
get) from their boarding-school
days.’

This ‘mob tyranny and bully-
ing’ is encouraged says ‘The
Economist’ by Labour’s Trades
Disputes Act of last year (this
safeguards union officials from
such court cases as Rookes v.

Barnard and Stratford v.
Lindley).
This Act, it adds .for good

measure, was perhaps ‘the single
wholly bad one of the outgoing
parliament’.

Perhaps the writer is recall-
ing the strengthening of the Im-
migration Act and similar wholly
good legislation passed im
Wilson’s 500 days.

The Tory policy of registrars
of union rules and industrial
courts suits ‘The Economist’,
=t1ﬁough it throws in a warning
that:

‘The Tories . would do well,
however, to make it quite plain
that ‘the fault often lies not
merely with trade unionists, but
also with management.’

The article continues that all
union men will either close their
eyes, give a nod or a wink to
protect fellow unionists—on the
basis of this argument ‘The
Economist’ claims that the
Transport and General Workers’
Union and Amalgamated En-

gineering Union investigations

THE *NOOSE TRIAL’ HOAX

Sudden silence in
Fleet Street

Although ‘The Economist’ takes the chanee
to advise on legislation

By ROBERT JAMES

into the ‘noose trial’ are invalid.

‘So the real charge against the
unions,’ it says, ‘is not that they
[the unions] are wicked, but that
they are inadequate to the task
before them,” and ‘they are not
an effective instrument for bring-
ing to birth an incomes policy.’

Then there is that Royal
Commission, of course. That is
dragging on.

Hurry: that is the word.

Hurry to stop this mob tyranny
and bullying. ‘Hurry legislative
action along.’

The argument of the article is
old hat by now.

It just uses the Cowley inci-
dent—after, on its own admis
sion, having received the widest
publicity—to reiterate the line
of the Tories, and remind Wilson
of his obligations to the inter-
national bankers still waiting for
repayments on leoans they made
in November 1964. A legalised
wage freeze would help to pay
these debts and save the pound
from devaluation.

BACKS LABOUR

‘The Economist’, as in 1964,
is still backing right-wing Labour
in the election stakes, realising
that only such a government can
bring off legislation against the
unions. At the same time it
suggests strongly that really, the
Tory idea for dealing with the
unions is the best one.

The Cowley incident certainly
proved useful to sections of big
business and all parties to whip
up the case for the most reac-
tionary legislation against the
rights and wages and conditions
of millions of trade unionists.

In this drab pre-election
period the newspapers especially
feel that the witch-hunt -could
have been kept going for at
least another week mnearer to
March 31.

But then there are certain sec-
tions who are not so sure.

They know the real facts be-
hind the Cowley incident—the
threatened speed up of a new
plant to be opened at Cowley
in August, which will need less
men paid at a lower wage.

But for the quick-selling, sen-
sationalised headlines they found
their noose and they found their
martyrs.

They took it to the stage where
Mr. Harry Urwin, who led the
T&GWU investigation team at
Cowley, could go to the Press
Council with a very strong case
against Fleet Street.

As Jack Jones, acting assistant
general secretary of the union

said in Birmingham last Friday
after reading Mr. Urwin’s report:

‘Even this morning we have
received very disturbing reports
of a fake photograph which is
being peddled about.

‘It is suggested that a person
has offered this photograph for
a three-figure sum. Apparently
the faking has taken place be-
tween someone associated with
the Press and someone inside the
factory.

‘There has been some infor-
mation that money was offered

by a newspaper to a man in the

factory for information. And we
are prepared to lay the informa-
tion before the Press Council.’
After Jones’ statement
silence from Fleet Street.
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CLIFF SLAUGHTER writes:

HE NEWSLETTER has already dealt at length with the attacks on
Trotskyism by Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro at the Havana Tri-
continental Conference in January, and this speech is treated editorially in
more detail in the issue of the magazine, ‘Fourth International’ now in the

press.

Without a shadow of
doubt, Castro's attack was
part of a world-wide reac-
tion by Stalinism to the
growing influence of Trot-
skyism, the only expression
of revolutionary Marxism in
our epoch. The deepening
international crisis of capi-
talism has exposed at an
accelerating pace all those
who deceive the masses in
the colonial and ex-colo-
nial countries with ‘middle
ways’, with ‘blocs of all the
classes in the nation’, etc.

In the USSR and Eastern
Europe, the advanced
workers are rejecting the
idea that the solution to
their. problems can come
through a reform of the
bureaucracy itself. In the
older capitalist countries,
reformism and Stalinism
are compromising them-
selves more than ever be-
fore as opporiunities arise
for the building of Trotsky-
ist parties, in conditions of
strong working-class resis-
tance to the attacks of the
monopolies.

Defended

But there is another wvalu-
able lesson to be learned from
Castro’s speech, besides the
sharpening of our understand-
ing of the depth of the crisis
and the enormity of our revo-
lutionary opportunities.

The  Fourth International,
founded by Trotsky, has for
more than 12 years been de-
fended, and its rebuilding suc-
cessfully begun, in sharp struggle
against revisionism, Michel
Pablo, one-time secretary of the
International, developed the idea

that the next big step-to social-—-

ism would inevitably be taken
without the building of revolu-
tionary parties, and that the
existing leaderships of mass
movements, first and foremost
the  Stalinists, would carry
through this task.

Later, the ‘left’ nationalists in
the - colonial countries, of the
Castro or Ben Bella type, were
supposed to be the executors of
this historic task of the work-
ing class.

The Socialist Workers’ Party
of America was only one of the
Trotskyist groups to succumb to
this revisionism., Turning away
from the real task of building
a revolutionary party in the USA
as the major international res-
ponsibility, Cannon and the
leaders of the SWP welcomed
Castro and the Cuban revolu-
tion as typical of the ‘path to
Socialism’ in our epoch.

The SWP, on this basis, threw
in its lot with those who had

followed Pablo in 1953, Since
this ‘reunification’ there have
been further splits. (Pablo him-

self and his tendency have been
expelled, and the recent Interna-
tional Congress of the ‘United
Secretaniat’” had only two or
three representatives from out-
side the small European sec-
tions.) But the latest outburst
of Castro has administered a

How
not to

ANSWEr

crushing blow to the revisionists,
a blow which catches them still
reeling from the defeat of their
darling Ben Bella in-Algeria.

In Algenia, uncritical support
for Ben Bella, and failure to
direct any work to the building
of a revolutionary party, together

even with lavish praise of
Boumedienne and his ‘revolu-
tionary opartnership’ with Ben

Bella (for a record of these stu-
pidities see the forthcoming
issue of ‘Fourth International’),
ended with the expulsion of all
adherents of the United Secre-
tariat after Boumedienne’s coup.

Now, in the case of Castro,
the revisionists find themselves
turned upside down.

After all, did they not wel-
come Castro as a ‘natural
Marxist?' Did they not say that
he and the July 26 Movement
were ‘confirming the theory of
Permanent Revolution?’ Did not
Cannon excuse the actions of
Khrushchev dumng the Cuban
‘missiles prisis’ of 1962? Did
there not appear the theory that
‘Stalinism can no longer betray’?
Was not Castro only a few short
weeks ago acclaimed the natural
successor 1o Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky?

Unable to reply

It is not surprising therefore
that the spokesmen of the
‘United Secretariat’ were utterly
unable to reply to the anti-Trot-
skyist slanders of Castro.

They - began by addressing to
him a letter calling upon hidden
motives, Perhaps he was trying
to deceive the Russian Stalinists,

upon whom the Cuban sugar
crop is dependent? In other
words, as a necessary conse-

quence of their revision of
Marxism, they were powerless to
begin from the crisis of
imperialism and of the bureau-
cracy, to analyse the class signi-
ficance of Castro’s attack upon
alternative leadership.

In earlier statements on be-
half of The Newsletter and the
International Committee we
have tried to draw the attention
of those who still adhere to the
revisionist ‘United Secretariat’
to the lmnplications of Castro’s
speech for their whole position,
and insisted that only by turn-
ing away from revisionism to the
programme -of the International
Committee, the programme of
the Fourth International, can
they take what may be the final

opportunity of returning to the
Marxist path.

The March 7 issue of ‘The
Militant’ (organ of the Socialist
Workers' Party), shows that the
crisis within the revisionists’
own ranks (an inevitable and
necessary crisis, as they are de-
pendent on the bureaucracies
and nationalists, themselves in
inescapable crisis) has reached
serious proportions.

‘The Militant’ reproduces
‘World Outlook’s’ translation of
an ‘Open Letter’ sent by the

‘United Secretariat’ on February
1 tio Fidel Castro. It ends with
a demand that Castro submit
his ‘proofs’ to a Tribunal of the
Cuban people, to which ‘five
representative leaders’ of the
‘United Secretariat’ will answer.
In support of their challenge,
they quote Castro’s own words
of March 13, 1962, in which he
proclaimed ‘the revolutlon must
be a school of unfettered
thought’.

Almost the whole of this
‘Open Letter’ is devoted to a
denial of Castro’s assertion that
Trotskyists are ‘vulgar - instru-
_ments__of

_imperialism’ __ and,

‘Reading this part of your speech
we feel in solidarity more than

ever (1) with this orientation
and line of action.’ So far, so
good, say our = ‘Trotskyist’
Fidelists. . . . ‘But on the other
hand, the speech also Ilevels
systematic slanderous attacks

against Trotskyism, the Trotsky-
ist movement and the Trotskyist
programme as a whole, attacks
whose unjustified nature is felt
by us with the deepest indigna-
tion and revulsion.’

This must be highly uncom-
fortable!—to feel ‘in solidarity

more than ever’ and yet to feel

‘the deepest indignation and re-
vulsion’! Like the old joke:
we find him attractive in a re-
pulsive kind of way.

But the matter is too serious
for jokes.

In all, the ‘Open Letter
amounts to saying: ‘You should
not have attacked us; here is our
true recond; we demand you
substantiate your attacks; please
realise that in previous state-
ments you have contradicted the
things you now say.’

further, to quotations from pre- Y7 .

vious Castro or Castro- ite state-
ments which seem close to Trot-
skyist policies. Castro is still
addressed as ‘Comrade Fidel
Castro’.

Despite the attempt to stnike
a sharper note than in the first
letter, this ‘Open Letter’ is in-
extricably caught in the mesh of
revisionism. The questioning,
doubt and confusion in the
ranks of the SWP and the
‘United Secretariat’ cannot be
resolved within the framework
of that revisionism,

Understand

It is not, in the first place,
a question of the Fourth Inter-
national justifving itself in re-
ply to Castro's slanders.

The first task is to understand
the politics behind Castro’s out-
burst.

The ‘Open Letter’ takes us not
a step further than the specula-
tion of Hansen’s first response
in ‘The Militant’.

Instead, Castro’s speech is
divided, like the curate's egg,
into ‘its ‘good’ or ‘bad’ parts.

On the one hand this speech
is imbued with an incompar-
able revolutionary spirnit

In fact, of course, there are
valuable lessons to be learned
from Castro’s open attacks on
Trotskyism. They sharpen our
understanding- of the. step
reached by the present  crisis;
they emphasise the essential and
central character of the problem
of building independent revolu-
tionary parties;
firm the perspectives of the
Marxists in the Fourthi Interna-
tional who have fought against
the liquidationist tailing behind
Castro and his like.

Perhaps Hansen, Frank and
the ‘United Secretariat’ think
they are ‘defending Trotskyism’
when they reply to Castro. This
only shows the most dangerous
side of revisionism.

In appearing to defend ‘prin-
ciples’ and ‘traditions’ they turn
Trotskyism into a fossil, a dead
dogma, lifeless and unable to
develop in line with the tasks
of the working class.

‘Trotskyism' was turned into
a series of phrases to justify the
petty-bourgeois demagogues like
Castro, who captured the bour-
geois state machine and used it

to - prevent any further advance

by the working class.

To call this ‘the building of

Valuable Tessons

and they con-

- Ganadian workers fight

EMBERSHIP of Canadian

trade unions rose by 6
per cent in 1965, the best year
for growth for a long time,

However, this still leaves 70
per cent of non-farm wage labour
un-organised in any form of trade
union. This can be accounted
for partly by the high proportion
of seasonal and temporary labour
in the Canadian labour force, by
the continuous migration of
workers and by the immigration
of large numbers of workers
without any background of trade
union organisation who take the
rougher and lower paid jobs.

But it also reflects the bureau-
cratic outlook of the unions,
which represent, in the main, the
highly-skilled and high-paid
workers.

SABOTAGE

Even these unions have their
problems. Whatever the peaceful
intentions of the leaders, labour
struggles generally result in
violence, or the threat of violence.
Factories and installations belong-
ing to the struck firm are some-
times sabotaged—as happened
when gas workers were on strike
recently in Southern Ontaria.

Pickets fight to prevent the
entry of scabs onto the premises.
And unions have to encounter
the weight of the law in the
shape of enforcement officers and
police armed with injunctions to
limit the rights of pickets.

Under Canadian law employers

injunctions

BY A TORONTO

can go to the court and obtain
an injunction to limit the num-
ber of pickets permissible at any
time during a labour dispute. In
addition, pickets are very liable
to run foul of the law relating
to intimidation and molesting.

INJUNCTION

In January, for instance, when
reporters and office staff employed
by ‘The Oshawa Times’ went on
strike for higher wages, the
Thomson-owned paper obtained
a court injunction limiting the
number of pickets to six.

Incensed by this, the local
unions, including the powerful
UAW (motor car workers from
the GMC plant), carried out mass
picketing in defiance of the in-
junotion until the strike reached
a satisfactory settlement.

Striking workers at Tilco
plastics in Peterborough, Ontario,
after receiving an injunction to
limit their pickets to 12 were re-
inforced to over 300 by local
unionists from other industries.
This time the law struck and
about 30 workers taking part
in the picket, including a number
of local union officials, have been
arraigned on a contempt of court

CORRESPONDENT

charge after their arrest outside
Tilco’s factory.

What the outcome of this case
will be is still not clear but
Canadian labour obviously has to
fight these crippling injunctions
and is showing its capacity to do
so with admirable solidarity and
enthusiasm from which further
understanding can come.

There is, however, a footnote
to the Oshawa story.

A few weeks after ‘The
Oshawa Times’ strike, the local
Communist Party, through a
member who is an official of the
UAW local, hired its hall for a
public meeting to be addressed by
Tim Buck, the veteran Commu-
nist leader. On the night of the
meeting, however, the hall was
barricaded by about 300 auto
workers calling on Buck to go
back to Russia, and the meeting
had to be called off.

FAITHFULLY BOWED

If Canadian communists get
this treatment, much of the blame
must be laid at the door of their
policies in the past. The party is
seen as an upholder of Stalinist
methods and it has, of course,

always faithfully bowed to the
Moscow line.

However, the workers of
Oshawa, who had so recently
shown that they understand the
meaning of class solidarity, would
have done better to give Buck a
hearing and then make their point
rather than taking a McCarthyite
position.

In fact, Buck’'s speaking tour
was alrranged to enable him to
speak about his visit to North
Vietnam -last year. His speech
was mainly a description of what
he had seen, the heroism of the
people and his meetings with Ho
Chi Minh, with some denuncia-
tions of US policy thrown in for
good measure.,

SUPPORT FOR LBJ

There was no political analysis
and no political conclusions.

Until reminded about it, he
said nothing about the support
which US and Canadian commu-
nists gave to Johnson and the
fact that they greeted his election
as a great victory for peace.

Buck claimed that 'he personally
was against this policy because,
although the main thing was to
defeat Goldwater, it went too far
in support of the Democratic
Panty. It  was clear from his
references to Robert Kennedy's
position on Vietnam that the CP
leaders on this continent still
hope to influence US policy
through mass ‘pressure’ on the

Democratic Party.

a "workers’ state”’ is to turn
reality into its very opposite, and

to use Marxist, Trotskyist
phrases to do it more convinc-
ingly.

The real need was, and is, to
understand Castro’s class role,
and to build a revolutionary
workers’ party in Cuba and every
other country in Latin America
and the rest of the world which
can lead the workers to their
own power. To fail to do this is
first 1o liquidate the Fourth In-
ternational, and then to help
and build up the forces which
will turn on and attack the
working-class movement. Castro
has proved this more convine-
ingly even than Ben Bella.

The International Conference
called by the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth Interna-
tional this Spring is receiving
mounting support from Trotsky-
ists in many countries. Tts main
theme, the rebuilding of the
Fourth International and revolu-
tionary parties in every country,
has been the basic standpoint of
all those who have fought
against the revisionism of Pablo,

Frank, Hansen and Germain in. -
~the-“United..Secretatiat’. -

spectives are the only answer for
these who remain caught in the
trap of appealing to Castro to
mend his ways.

Jts.per--
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Police

attack

Salisbury students

HE Smith regime once

again used police dogs
against demonstrators when
100 students paraded outside
the TUniversity College of
Rhodesia @ and  Nyasaland,
where both coloured and
white students and lecturers
have been striking against
police restrictions on college
life.

Police ordered that there could
not be any meetings of more
than three people. This followed
the boycott of lectures by
students demanding that the
U%ilversity takes a stand -against
UDL

Most of the 230 students are
boycotting lectures, and nearly
30 lecturers—a fifth of the teach-
ing staff—have struck.

Acting head of the college’s
history department lan Hender-
son arrived in Britain on Mon-
day to see Dr. Walter- Adams,
principal of the college. Dr.
Adams had arrived in London
on Sunday to discuss grants to
the college.

Henderson claims that normal

life in the college is now virtu-
ally impossible.

‘College life is not just lec-
tures. It is all sorts of gather-
ings, both formal and informal,
and these cannot take place
when you have to seek permis-
sion

Ishmael Mulambo, a 33-year-
old economics student who
arrived with Henderson said the
boycott had arisen because of
the UDI question and because
the university authorities had not
taken vigorous steps to secure
the freedom of students who had
been restricted by the regime.

Henderson claimed that all the
lecturers were in favour of the
strike, but would not join it.
He put this down to the fact
that, although they opposed
UDI, many people had now ‘gone
along with it because they want
a quiet life’.

At the same time the Smith
regime had built up a hate cam-
paign against Harold Wilson and
loyalties to the regime were
strong.

On the question of the sanc-
tions against the regime Hender-
son claimed: ‘. . . they are not
working and you can buy any-
thing in the shops!’

Et tu, Brockway 9._._|

BY MICHAEL BANDA

NY conscientious and- objective student of Ghanajan

politics must certainly have recognised the military
coup as a shift to the right and an attempt to expleit the
bankruptcy of Nkrumakl’s reformism in order to install a
mote stable and authoritarian regime.

That is why both Britain and the
USA lost no time in recognising the new
regime which is based on bayonets.

That the
come this change is not at all surpris-
ing, but what can we say when that
great ‘friend’” of Nkrumah and Ghana,
Lord Fenner
Tribune: 5
seems little doubt that the majority of
Ghanaians now welcome the revolution
which has taken place. .. ..

Coming from a man who has spent
the last 12 years defending and apolo-
gising for, and perpetuating. the myth
of “African. ‘socialism’ -and Nkrumah's
cult of personality, this. may. seem..a
little strange ‘and even somewhat un-
grateful.
wrote a book on the Gold Coast ‘revo-
lution’ which tried to present Nkrumah

imperialists should wel-

Brockway, writes in
. I must record there

After all Lord. Brockway

" staunch anti-imperialist and
socialist—when most socialists,
even then, recognised him as a
demagogue and a bourgeois lick-
spittle of imperialism.

When Nkrumah attacked the
working class during the general
strike and arrogated Napoleonic
powers to himself what did the
sanctimonious Lord say?

He said nothing.

So long as imperialism sup-
ported Nkrumah, he (the Re-
deemer) was alright—but when
imperialism found him an ob-
stacle the honourable Lord, with
truly amazing political agility,
jumped off the Nkrumah band-
wagon and discovered (after the
events) to his horror that the
Black God he had worshipped
was a capricious and fallible
mortal.

LEADERS ARRESTED

Of course if the coup had
failed and the leaders had been
arrested what would Brockway
have said then?

A rhetorical question.

As a consummate worshlpper
of the accomplished fact there is
no doubt that Brockway would
today be filling the columns of
‘Tribune’ with his turgid prose
in praise of the wisdom and
magnanimity of the Osagyefo.
No doubt he would have had
some harsh things to say about
the abortive coup leaders too.

But, as a certain cynic said,
nothmg succeeds like success
and this presumptious humbug
now has the audacity to write:

(Cont. back page, col. 1)

Students strike against
education ‘reform’

Paris
N Tuesday, March 15,
OIhe main colleges and
universities of France were
brought to a standstill
Teachers and students
were demonstrating against
the reforms of the entire
educational system pro-
posed by de Gaulle’s edu-
cation minister, Fouchet.

The strike, lasting for three
days, was called jointly by the
main students’ organisation,
UNEF, and the union of uni-
versity lecturers.

The proposed measures are
designed to reshape France’s
schools and colleges to meet
the needs of the industrialists
in the automation era.

It will make it more difficult

BY OUR OWN
CORRESPONDENT

for working-class children to
reach the advanced levels of
education, and will, at the
same time, step up the produc-
tion of technicians.

The strike was not sup-
ported by the Federation of
Teachers’ Unions, which has
engaged instead in a series of
smaller actions, separating the
different sections involved.

Trotskyist students fought
for a united movement, includ-
ing the trade unions, but the
leaders of UNEF and of the
teachers refused to accept this
demand. Nonetheless, the
demonstration was well sup-
ported, especially in Paris.

One of the features of the
strike was that, for the first

time, the Paris faculty of law,
which includes economics and
sociology, was involved.

Notoriously the most right-
wing section of the Paris
students, the faculty also con-
tains a highly organised fascist
group.

Led by Trotskyists, 70 per
cent of the 23,000 students
struck on Thursday, March 17.
The mass picket line was
attacked by 100 fascists, who
were aided by the dean of the
faculty, Vedel, when he
ordered the main gates to be
opened.

Vedel, a well-known liberal,
then called the police, who
attacked the pickets, driving
police vans at them and wield-
ing clubs. But the pickets were
still able to prevent lectures
taking place.
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After man erashes to his death

DOCKERS BOY
TILBURY CRANE

Demand full inquiry

by Robert James

VER 100 docker-crane drivers at the Tilbury docks have boycotted cranes
similar to the one which overturned there recently killing one of their
workmates. They are refusing to work about 30 cranes which is affectmg a

quarter of the port’s trade, until a full inquiry is held.

They imposed their ban on Monday at a lunchtime meeting after seeing officials
from the Port of London Authority and the firm which makes the cranes, to discuss
the safety of the machines. It is believed there are 150 snmllar cranes in the whole of

the Port of London.

® Lt tu,
Brockway?

From page 1

‘Those of us who believe in
liberty (sic!) must welcome the
assurance given by the National
Liberation Council that political
freedom will be accepted in the
the new constitution.’

Since when have military
juntas respected political free-
dom for opposition groups par-
ticularly of the left? What about
the arrest of Jan Carew, the
author, and the expulsion of
Chinese, East German and
Russian technicians? Are these
accidents or the result of a deli-
berate policy of repression and a
symbolic gesture to imperialism?

Brockway knows all this but
prefers to ignore the grave dan-
gers to the working class and
peasants in Ghana represented
by the army and police.

The Lord has made his peace
with imperialism and its worst
lackeys. .

It is not surprising therefore
that he  should try to picture

this ‘sordid business -as a noble.

and honourable enterprise.
Ghana has lost a president—

but. reaction has gamecl a new

a.dheren*t. ; ; ;

Castmgs
workers
return

Thirty-two workers at Birming- .

ham Aluminium Castings, Smeth-
wick, returned to work on
Wednesday to allow Iack Scamp
to carry out an inquiry into
their dispute.

They were claiming a 1ls an
hour compensation for ‘dirty
work’ in their department which
produces castings for BMC,
Rover, Vauxhall and Ford. Pro-
duction at all factories had been
hit by the stoppage.

in a statement on the accident, in which 36-year-old
Harry Wheatley was killed, the Port of London Authority
said the crane was severely overloaded.

The machine had a safe working load of three tons at a
radii up to 80 feet, but was carrying five tons 15 hundred-

weight when it tipped over.

One docker-crane driver told The Newsletter that com-
plaints had been made about these cranes in the past,

‘They are not clamped down, and we have complained about

them bouncing on their legs,’ he added.

~

The men had agreed not to work the cranes, he said,
because the accident was having a psychological effect on all
the men, which could cause more accidents.

The main complaints of the
men, he said, are that there is
no _ warning that cranes are
overloaded, and that they are
not clamped down.

Other falls?

Rumours are circulating
among the men that similar
cranes sold by the same firm
to Hull, Bristol and Mersey-
side dock companies have also
overturned.

Wheatley, the man who was
killed, -was a widower. He

leaves three ‘children, now in

the care of the local authority.
The . docker-crane

for the children and intend to
run a large beneﬁt -dance. for
them.

This latest dispute over
safety standards has also
sparked off another grievance
among the men about their re-
presentation. They are seek-
ing permission from their
union, the Transport and
General Workers’ Union, to
have their own local branch,
apart from the dockers and
stevedores, which would be
able to take up more specific
issues relating to their SECthD
of the dock.

y drivers. |
 have been making a collection

Bus unions
press claim

Although a 6.6 per cent wage
increase for 100,000 busmen
employed by private companies
has been referred to the Prices
and Incomes Board, the unions
involved are continuing to press
the claim.

Officials said they  were
annoyed the claim had been re-
ferred to the Board without the
employers having the opportunity
to- reply to it. 3

MRA at work
in Hull

Newsletter Reporter

LL Hull dockers should be

on ‘their guard against
some people now trying to
establish ' contact with them
for the  alleged purpose of
showing a film about the Brazil
docks. These people are mem-
bers of MRA (Moral Rearma-
ment), an organisation whose
purpose is to persuade workers
o abandon their militancy
and co-operate with the em-
ployer—on the latter’s terms.

/ ' .
ADMIRED HITLER

This organisation was founded
by Dr. Frank Buchman, who was
a fervant admirer of Hitler. As
everyone -Knows, Hitler smashed
the trade unions in Germany and

sent - ‘thousands of militant
workers - to° ‘the concentration
camps. Yet Dr. Bughman could

RANKIN S;

FILL

EVASIVE ON BILL

AGAINST UNIONS

By Our Glasgow corrosﬁohdout

AST Thursday (March 17) Young Socialists and trade

unionists from the Draughtmen’s and Allied Technicians’
Association and Association of Scientific Workers attended a
meeting addressed by John Rankin, MP for Govan (Glasgow),
to raise the question of Labour’s anti-union legislation,

HILE every trade union-

ist anxious to fight
against the proposed -anti-
union legislation must support
the stand being taken by the
Transport an d  General
Workers’ Union in refusing
consistently to vote for the
proposed legislation, it must be
recognised clearly that the
T&GWU must understand the
elementary principles of capi-
talism,

This was made abundantly
clear in a letter to ‘The Times’
on March 18 by Harry Nicholas,
acting general secretary of the
union.

In this letter he opposed the
leglslatlon on the grounds that
it does not tackle the real prob-
lems (of the capitalist economy,
he means), and will not work.

In his words: ‘It can not only
lead to further industrial unrest,
but ludicrous embarrassment
when it cannot be enforced.

He puts forward, instead of
legislation, two main proposals
to deal with disputes and ‘re-
strictive practices’.

Firstly, that there should be
dismissal tribunals to decide on
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By Newsletter Reporter

whether or not a man has been
injustly sacked.

Secondly, that there should be
local arbitratibm tribunals which
should report in seven to ten
days, as alternatives to strike
action.

He cites the Scamp inquiries
as a beginning in the right direc-
tion,

He concludes by stating that
the main question is to increase
productivity and he supports
Wilson’s proposed Productivity
Conference. He opposes those
who say that the economy needs
deflating by arguing that unem-
ployment will not lead the em-
ployer to make full use of his
labour!

Accepts capitalism

All these propesals are bound
in by a view that accepts.capi-
talism as an everlasting system,
one which may have its ups and
downs, but in which there will
always be room for people to
argue about how best to make
capitalism a fairer system.

This is a very da.ngerous posi-
tion for the T&GWU

Capitalism does not ;-ust go up

and down all the time: at cer-
tain stages a fight to the finish

is posed, and just such a fight
is posed today.

The capitalist class is not in-
terested in cricket.

They are going to belt the
working class as hard as they can
if they are able to find a way
through its defence.

Guard lowered

The Labour government is
already lowering the guard of
the working class by bringing in
legislation which will be backed
up by a most experienced state
machine; police, law courts,
army, etc. The only possible way
to fight is to mobilise the work-
ing class in a fight against these
attacks behind a leadership which
understands that it is a fight to
the finish and is prepared to go
all the way to the taking of
power.

The working class wants no

‘independent’ tribunals. It can
make up its own mind what is
just and then fight.

Who will sit on these tribunals
anyway? Fair-minded business-
men, parsons and bureaucrats?

Quintin Hogg, that noble war-
lord of Toryism aptly replied to
Nicholas in ‘The Times' on
March 21 when he said:

‘Mr. Nicholas’ two concrete
proposals (March 18) -for the re-
form of trade union law are not
necessarily unattractive to Con-
servatives.” Enough said!

Rankin, seeing that a large
proportion of the audience were
youth, immediately began to
preach:to them the virtues of the
present . society. ‘Politics is the
art of living or trying to live
together in this society,” he said,
adding that ‘People by their way
of living brought punishment
upon themselves,’

Deeper significance

Quite apart from the obvious
target of his remarks, his words
have deeper significance. They
underline, clearly, the intention
of the Labour government to
v1c1ou,sly attack the ‘way of liv-
ing’ of the wor

Rankin pointed out that he is
an Association - of Supervisory
Staﬁs, Executives and Techni-
cians sponsored MP and said he
WDuld not support any laws

ainst the “unioms. However,
w en he was pressed on his atti-
tude to the Prices and Incomes
Bill he refused to answer as par-
liament was not in session now
and he could not forsee what
would happen in the next session.

This i$ not the first time
Rankin has* refused to state
where he stands on this ques-
ton.

He was lobbied on January 26
by Young Socialists and trade
unionists and his refuge then
was that the Bill had not yet
been introduced to parliament.

At this meeting, which was
part of Rankin's pre-election
campaign, an old age pensioner
spoke up and compared the £29
rise all MPs received after the
1964 election with the miserable
pittance the pensioners had re-
ceived. He was told to sit down
by the chairman.

Meeting closed

Under a barrage of further
questions on legislation and pen-
sions the chairman hastily called
the meeting to a close.

The youth and trade unionists
who attended that meeting defi-
nitely will not accept being
ignored or fobbed off again on
such vital issues.

They intend to lobby John
Rankin againwith larger num-
bers of workers-and to campaign
in the shipyards and factories
nearby for support against the
reactionary anti-working = class
laws proposed by both Labour
and Tory parties.

make the famous remark:
‘Thank God for a man like
Hitler.’

MRA, though constantly talk-
ing about ‘Absolute Honesty’,
never reveals the sources of its
pwn finance. In fact it runs
lavish headquarters at Caux in
Switzerland to which militants
are invited. Here they rub
shoulders with financiers, em-
ployers, politicians and trade
union leaders from all over the
world. Everything is laid on
free.

The money for that sort of
thing is not collected at mass
meetings. Workers’ organisations
get their money from their mem-
bers’ subscriptions, from collec-
tions and so on and struggle
for every penny. Where does
MRA get the money to carry
out_its davish schemes?

Not long ago MRA carried
out a massive drive in which a
propaganda sheet was distributed
throughout the country by one
of the biggest advertising agen-
gi:ssi in Britain on a commercial

5. :

FREE FILM

As part of this drive ac:t:wtxes
were carried out like“the one in
Barnsley,” Yorkshire, where the
largest cinema in town was hired
and an MRA film was shown
for a week with every seat in the
place- free. A letter was sent
through the post to every house
in Barnsley advertising this film.
Where did the money for all
this come from?

One of the favourite MRA
strategems is to visit the homes
of militants when the husband
is out, often bringing flowers for
his wife and presents for the
children or offering free trans-
port to visit relatives in different
parts of the country. Al the
time, they carefully point out
how much more pleasant life
would be if her man was not
such a ‘trouble-maker’ at work.

The core of their message is
that workers do not need to
struggle against the employers.
If only there is love and under-

standing on both sides, all
differences can be resolved.
Meanwhile, of course, there

should be no strikes—and the
boss remains the boss and the
worker remains the worker.

‘HAPPY’ LIFE

The film which these people
are now touting around Hull
shows how ‘happy’ life is on the
docks in Brazil now that some
former militant workers have
‘seen the light’ and collaborate
with the management in the way
that MRA wants. It does not,
of course, show the poverty and
hardship suffered by many
workers and peasants in Brazil,

The role of MRA on the Hull
docks—where the dockers have
fought for 10 weeks against the
employers’ stubbornness over
piece work and fall-back rates,
and where the government is
anxious to implement the Devlin
Report—is obvious.

Fortunately only a very tiny
minority of workers are taken
in by Most militants
recognise this organisation for
what it is and refuse to touch
it. A number of Hull dockers
have  already rejected the
approaches of MRA agents when

they have called at their homes -

in recent weeks.

NOT AFFECTED

MRA is anxious at the moment
to get the Unofficial Portworkers’
Committee in Hull to agree to
a showing of this film. There is
no question of any of this com-
mittee being affected by MRA,
but the aim of MRA agents is
to associate the Committee with
MRA in any way they can.

- Once this became known, a
great deal of confusion would be
sown, not only amongst Hull
dockers but amongst many
workers in other parts of the

- country who have a great deal of

sympathy and support for the
struggle of the Hull dockers but
who also know MRA.

The Hull dockers must slam
the door firmly in the face of
MRA and all its agents.

Gourt decision

on ‘labour
only’ site

By Newsletter
Reporter

TWELVE-MONTH struggle by members of the
Amalgamated Union of Building Trade
Workers in the Merseyside area to prevent ‘labour
only’ contracting on the £75 million Fiddlers Ferry
power station contract was terminated last week by
a decision of an appeal court.

This ruled that the union, and in particular three trade
union officials, must not attempt to terminate contractual rela-
tions between the Emerald Construction Company and Higgs
and Hill in breach of contracts for the completion of brickwork

| at the site.

Emerald Construction is one
of the ‘labour only’ firms on the
site who are supplying all brick-
layers and hod carriers for the
m'ﬁm contractors Higgs and Hill
Ltd.

The decision of the court means
that the daily picket operated
at the site entrance by the
Merseyside District Committee of
the union for almost 12 months
has to be withdrawn.

It has been this picket and
frequent mass pickets that have
kept the number of bricklayers
on the site down to below 20,
whereas the number required
would be somewhere in the re-
gion of 150.

The AUBTW placed an official
ban on the site to union members
last May.

Bricklayers in the area believed
that the employment of labour
only by Higes and Hill would
avoid strong union site organisa-
tion.

NO SECURITY

For many years the building
trade unions have opposed labour
only because they know from ex-
perience that bricklayers thus
employed have little or mno
security or protection and that
the system undermines the fight
for higher basic wages, safety
and welfare conditions, and splits
and divides workers on sites.

The decision of the court,
which upheld the appeal of the
Emerald Co. on an interim in-
junction, could well set a pre-
cedent to be followed by other
employers, not only in the build-
ing industry, to curtail or stop
the use of pickets in disputes
of this nature.

No further action can now be
taken on this site (the picket
was withdrawn the following day)
until the main_action is decided
inthe courts later this’ year.

This acuon
three union -officials, Mr, George
Lowthian, general secretary, Mr.
John: Rogers, Mersey: district
organiser and Mr.' James Cousins,
Mersey district committee secre-
tary, with conspiracy to obstruct
the contract between Emerald
and Higgs and Hill.

COMMON

The charge of conspiracy is
one which will take trade union-
ists minds back to the years of
the Combination Acts and to the
period at the end of the last
century when these actions were
in common use to stop the use
of pickets and the growth of the
trade unions.

The. decision on Fiddlers Ferry
should act as a warning to all
building workers.

The trade union officials have
played a part in its success.

Leaders of the National Federa-
tion of Building Trade Operatives

reached agreement last April
with the employers’ Federation
and gave a blessing to accept this
labour only system. The AUBTW
was the only union to oppose
this agreement.

The Amalgamated Society of
Woodworkers has condoned the
operation of the system for car-
penters on this same site with
the Emerald company and, to-
gether with the officials of the -
federation, intervened to stop
one-day sympathy strikes on the
site last year.

is charging “the

FALING
RENTS

RAISED
BY 10s.

I By Newsletter ReporterJ

ALING Labour and Tory
councillors approved a

rent rise of up to 10s at its
recent special budget meeting.

The rents have now been fixed
at 0.8 times the gross rateable
value, and even if they are
raised again to 1.0 times the
rateable value, it is estimated
there will still be a deficit of
£650,000 in. next year’s housing
revenue account,

SLOGANS

-~ Young -Socialists “in the area
demonstrated against the in-
cfeases, calling on' the Labour
councillors to lay the blame
fairly and squarely on the
moneylenders who make the
loans to the council at exhorbi-
tant rates of interest (said to be
around 7% per cent).

A photograph of these Young
Socialists appeared in the local
press, showing slogans proclaim-
ing ‘Freeze rents, not wages',
‘Wilson must attack money-
lenders, not tenants’, ‘No rise in
rents—FEaling Council must go
into deficit’, and ‘Nationalize the
banks’.

A meeting was held after the ,
demonstration at which it was
pointed out that a house costing
£2,210 would require payments
of £9,116 5s at 6% per cent in-
terest over six years.

The meeting then decided to
continue the campaign against
rising rents.

Safeguard our
sovereignty _ . cou

By a Newsletter
Correspondent

HE  Communist Party
opposed Britain’s entry

into the Common Market be-
cause ‘our parliament would
lose its sovereignty and -its
control over the country’, said
John Gollan, secretary of the
Party. He was speaking in
Hayes, Middlesex, last week in
support of local Communist

Party candidate, Frank
Stanley, chairman of the
Party.

Putting fofward only slightly
more radical reforms than the
Labour Party, he promised:

‘We would nationalize at least
some of the key sectors of the
economy.’

Speaking of the Prices and
Incomes Bill, he blamed Brown
and Wilson personally, failing to
explain the position they occupy
in relation to the capitalist crisis,
and, after referring to Gunter’s
attack on the workars trial’ at
Cowley, he said

‘Sack Gunter’

‘Ray Gunter is unfit for the
job; he should get the sack.

No mention was made of the
Immigration Bill until it was
raised during questions. Stanley
said the Communist Party op-
posed the Bill because of its
racial content, but qualified this
by adding:

‘Any government has the right
to restrict immigration.’

The need of the ruling class
to divide workers, and thus the

SPEAKING ON
THE COMMON
MARKET

connection between the Immigra-
tion Bill and the Prices and
Incomes Bill, were smoothed
over by the two speakers.

When questioned by Socialist
Labour League members, Gollan
refused to support the Lambeth
Trades Council—which called
the highly successful lobby of
parliament on January 26 in the
campaign against anti-union law.

Gollan said that the Council
had only itself to blame for the
disaffiliation from the TUC.

‘ Blame Iitself’

When challenged about the
Communist Party’s uncritical
support for Labour candidates,
Gollan referred to The News-
letter ‘which also calls on people
to vote Labour’.

It was made clear that the
Communist Party hopes to
achieve its aims through parlia-
ment—hence its defence of par-
liamentary ‘sovereignty’.

All that ‘Britain’ needed was
a government of ‘Communists’

. and ‘left’ Labour MPs—Gollan
dﬁ'ew no distinction between
them.

The working class will not be
able to draw any such distinction
either.

But they will, having voted
for Labour, see ever more
clearly, the betrayals of the
Wilson, Brown, Callaghan, Gun-
ter leadership, the inability of
the so- called left' MPs to put
up any fight, and the urgent
and vital need for a new social-
ist leadership.
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