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One of the more notable aspects of the Chesterfield bye elec-
tion campaign, was the actual fight for the nomination in the
first place. As soon as Tony Benn anounced his intention to
fight for it, he was faced with the expected gush of reds under
the bed scare mongering from the tory press. What was perhaps
a bit more suprising, was the level and ferocity of opposition,
from some elements in and around the Labour Party itseif.
Harold Wilson, who led Labour into four general elections, and
was once thought of as a bit of a lefty himself, even went as
far as describing Benn as being backed by “evil people” who
were bent on the “destruction of society”.

EVIL
Now no-one would expect

that everyone in the same
organisation would agree with

dialysis facilities are not made
available. Yet still we hear the
Tories calling for more cuts in
the health service. Why with

each other all of the time, these sort of examples in
and of course Wilson has front of him, does Harold
every right to make it known  Wilson save his most hos-

tile criticisms for those with
in his own party”’

that he does not share the
views of some, or all, of
Benn's supporters, But why
did he describe them as evil
In all the time that Harold
Wilson was involved in poli-
tics, | cannot recall him
using similar words to des-
cribe the Tories, who he was
supposedly totally opposed
to, s0 why use them to des
cribe those who may have
differences with him,
least still on the

CAPITALISM

The reason for this, is that
while people like Wilson may
well have differences with the
Tories, and may well be for
giving the working class a bet-
ter deal than the dedicated
anti-working class sort of
government that we have tod-
ay, they still in the final anal-
ysis, have more in commaon
with them, than they do with
those sections of the Labour
Party that genuinely want to
change society. When all is
said and done, they, like the
lTories, believe in the san
ctity of capitalism and the
parliamentary system, and
that is why they reserve their
worst hostility for those that
do not believe in it. There are

some
but are at
same side”?

POLICIES

In fact many would argue
that the Tories themselves
are far more deserving of the
description of evil. It 1s a fact
that since the present Tory
government has been in pow-
er, they have deliberately pur-
sued policies that have lead to
rising unemployment, It is al-
so a fact that every time
unemployment rises by one
percent, the death rate rises
by several thousand (through
more  suicides, increased
social deprivation etc) So we
can justifiably say, that the
Tories are responsible for the
death of thousands of people
who could still be alive to-
day. Is that not evil? It is
also a fact, according to a
letter from a Kidney Spec-
jalist to the Guardian news-
paper just before Christmas,
that there are at least a thou-
sand people that die need-
lessly from kidney (failure
every year, because sufficient

people within the Labow
Party that believe in social-
ism, and want to change the
system that we live under
from a capitalist one 1o a
socialist one, What these peo-
ple do not seem to realise,
is that as long as the Labour
Party is in the grip of peo-
ple like Wilson, Callaghan,
Healy etc, they will NEVER
BE ALLOWED TO PUT
THEIR IDEAS INTO PRAC.
TICE. If it ever looked like
they were beginning to, the
pro capitalist elements with-

in it, would line firmly up
with their allies within the
other parliamentary parties,

to defeat this threat to the

system they believe in. What
that means in effect is, that
practically the entire leader-
ship of the Labour Party
would if it came to it, unite
with the Torv Party to def-
end the capitalist system,
if it was under threat from a
militant socialist Labour Par-
ty. If we draw the quite reas-

onable concusion that no
movement can hope 1o
achieve its aims when its

leadership is working for the
other side, it is easy to see
how revolutionary socialist
groups like Red Action, come
to the conclusion that we will
never achieve socialism
through the Labour Party
SOCIALISM

This is why we describe
ourselves as revolutionary
socialists, It doesn't mean
that we have little secret
meetings where we all wear
fur hats, and call each other
by Russian names. It means
that we see that to change
society, we cannot go
through the channels that
capitalism provides, like the
Labour Party, but we have to
find different *‘revolution-
ary” methods. It means that
we have no faith in an organi-
sation, that is lead by people
who describe socialists as
“evil and share cocktails
with those that think inflic-
ting poverty and misery on
thousands, is sound econ-
omic sense.

MONEY PARTY

Trouble on the Streets, whether it is rioting or pickei-line
punch ups with the pigs means one thing for certain, and that
is that strange men will appear on our television screens with a
message for us: OBEY THE LAW. These strange men are usu-
ally bald, they wear suits and speak english with a Prince
Charles accent. They must also be thick as rhino-shite if they
think we are going to do as they say.

Rich bastards break the
law every day of the vear, People with no money
year in, year out. Everybody phave down the ages copied
knows that. Yet how many of  the sound example of thei
them ever get put down for pwent rulers and broken the

law-breaking”? The fact is that

law, whenever il wis |1 ]
the vast majority of cons in ke el
P AT n delent net g
the nick came from the work o line rl
2 4 dng FELL |
ing class and this ves. Red Actior : h
because the rich are good citi principle enshrined
‘_‘___“ 1+ CIsn
zens. ' .
. stitution. 1It's
FIDDLING “fight fair” and withis
. o ' . ) n th 1 g
Fhe rich “avoid” paving thelaw when the Bd
income tax even though they of this world are KCKIN
are the ones most able to in the head. Any h g

pay it. They are on a much will 1ell you that gli you i get

bigger fiddle than the so- is a brain-haemorrge from il
called Social Security  Break the law before it breaks
“Scroungers”’, but we all vou,

know who the State cracks THE SHAH

down on. The rich can “cut Of course. where FEddie
comners” on the safety stan- ghah was concerned. the

dards in the factories and on  1pign leaders and the moder
the building sites they own
and get away with piddling
fines even when a death res-
ults from their negligence,
The air, land and sea can be
polluted in the quest for
more money and those whe
do it have little to fear from
the forces of Law and Order.

TOUCH OF CLASS

The rich have power. They
exert influence and control
over whichever government 1s
elected and the State machine
exists to protect their inter-
ests, The laws of this land
are their laws and theéy have
shown in the past and at this
very moment in Northern
Ireland that they are prepared
to bend the rules whenever it
suits them, Especially when
they feel their priveleged pos-
ition is threatened. Put gim-
ply, the Law is a weapon they
use against us in what they
obviously regard as a CLASS
‘STRUGGLE’

ates  shit  themselves when

accusations of

law-breaking

NS . -
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started flying around, These
people are gutless bastards,
and they are leading what
could be a fighting movement
to the slaughterhouse. They
are crawling head-lice and the

sooner the Unions are de-

loused and taken over by

fighters who have won the

above arguments with their
mates, the better

STRENGTH

The rich and the State

ey has one ans

wer to the crisis in their

vetem and that s o make us

f We should know

yw that we can’t trust

leads the Police

thess L ourts Our

t s in our self-act

ivity  and mass  solidanty

1 with & willingness to

1s¢ whatever Cans necessary

to win, It this means snaj

ing our bent rulers in half

and throwing them awa 50

e it!
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GLADIATORS

Everybody has heard of Spartacus the gladiator, who escapes
to form and lead a slave army that challenged the might of the
Roman Empire, They ransacked and burned the estates of the
rich, killed the owners, freed the slaves and inspired thousands
more to join their crusade. These they trained into a formid-
able army who won many bloody battles, They were fighting
for their freedom, an understandable and hnourable aim, and
they knew that if they were defeated they faced torture and
death. So they didn't lack commitment. They decided to
march south to the sea where they had arranged for boats to
be waiting. They were betrayed and in the last battle defeated

by superior numbers,

The survivors were cruci-
fied all along The Appian
Way, strange to imagine that
if they had succeeded in sail-
ing to freedom and by their
example igniting slave insur-
rection in other countries, the
world might very well be a
different place today.

CONSENT

A stirring and romantic
tale a long time ago, but one
that has little relevance today
maybe, but what is significant
and startling is not that they
fought, or lost, but that they
were defeated by SUPERIOR
NUMBERS, when in Rome
alone the slaves outnumbered
the free by three to one, why
didn't their army number
millions, better to die fight-
ing to be free than live the

life of a slave you'd imagine,
but death wasn't any more
attractive for them than it is
for us today.

The Romans ruled by con-
sent the same way the Nazis
ran  their  concentration
camps, the only way the
screws run prisons in this
count:ry with the consent and
co-operation of the inmates.

SHAME

Slavery is evil. To most
people freedom may be
precious, but self-preservation
is dominant. Everybody has
done something in their lives
of which they are not part-
icularly proud, grassed your
mates, ran away to save your
skin, grovelled to the boss to
keep your job, maybe a mix-

A NEW DEA

Christmas cheer was made all the more cheerful for me this
year, in the shape of a nice little £150 card win a few days bef.
ore the event, The reason that this fact finds its way onto
the pages of this “political” paper, is because | have found in
the past, that many people find a contradiction in the fact that
someone who describes himself as a socialist, should be willing
to play cards and win other peaple's money, It seems that as a
socialist | am supposed to have rejected every aspect of mater-
ialism, and monetary gain, and my participation in the regular
card school in our local, is somehow hypaocritical,

This is not an isolated
view. There are many people
who hold the view, that soc-
jalism is about con plete con-
trol over people’s ives. That
it 18 a puritanical movement
that seeks to control every
aspect of life. They believe
that under a socialist system.
their little luxuries in life
would be threatened, Their
colour tellys, or their fast car,
would be taken off them
and some of their basic plea-
like pambhng, drink-
ing or taking drugs, would be
lisaproved of and banned

sures
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This view 15 caused partly,
by the evidence of what they
see happening in the Eastern
bloc countries, by the lack of
consumer goods, and personal
freedoms that exist in those
countries. However they
should remember that there
are very few people in the
socialist movement in this
country, who would use the
Eastern bloc countries as an
example of the sort of sys-
tem that they are trying to
create. Even those few that
do actually support the reg
imes there, look wupon the
intrusion of personal liberties
as something that will be dis-
pensed with in the near fut-
ure

In fact socialism is about
something far more import-
ant than worrying about
whether someone has two
cars, or whether they like to

gambhle, drink or fornicate
When  socialists talk  about
doing away with private prop-
they are not talking
ghout people’s personal poss-
they are talking
about the private ownership
ol the things that we use to
produce them. Not the cars
or tellys that they own, but
the factones that they are
produced in, Whether or not
one

erty,

essions

SOmeone five
tellys, makes no real
ence to the

sociery but an

aOwns
differ
structure ot

individual

owning the factory that
they're produced in does. It
means, that that person is

free to simply close it down,
it and when they feel like
it, I they think that per
haps the workers are asking
for too much money, or if
it just becomes more prof-
itable to move operations
somewhere else in the world
This would perhaps not he
the most crucial thing in the
world, if it was only televis-
ion ltactories that we were
talking about, but it isn't.
We are also talking about the
means for producing medical
instruments, food, and all of
the other basic necessities of
life, These are the things
that socalists wish to see tak-
en into public ownership, so
that the community can de-
cide collectively how best to
use them, and are not depen-
dent on the whim of one in-
dividual, whose overriding

concern s idividual profit,
rather than community bene-
fit,

FRULTLTUY LUl

That then is the main aim
of the socialist movement.
The personal freedom that it
has the nght to suppress,
and the only one that it has
the right to suppress, is the
freedom that exists now, for
the individual to gain control
over those things that are
basic necessities for all of us,
Ihat does not mean that a
socialist government would
have the right to intrude
upon every aspect of people’s
lives, Those things that only
affect the individual, should
still be left to the choice of

that individual. Gambling,
drunkeness, drug addiction,
prostitution, all of these

things may well be considered
by some, to be products of
a corrupt  and oppressive
system, But as they are things
that do not have a direct
effect on society as a whole,
does not have the
right to suppress them, If a
soculist  government  disa-
proved of any or all of
these things, then its task is
not 1o become the auditor of
public morals, and use the
power ol state to suppress
them. Its task is to use that
power, to remove the causes
of them. Poverty, bad hous-
ing, lack of education

But as long as any indivi-
dual may wish to gamble
away every penny, to fill his
or her body, with any drink
or drug, or to sell their body
for however much they want,
they must have that freedom,

SOCIeLY

Ultimately the absence of
individual choice, is a far
greater  blight upon any

society, than any amount of
these things.

Ve,

ture of all three and maybe
more than once. You consid-
ered discretion to be the bet-
ter part of valour, would it

have been any different if
you had lived then?

FREEDOM

Try and imagine for an in-
stant, that you are a slave
on an estate in Italy, and you
hear on the grapevine that
Sparticus and his gladiator
army are coming. You would
have heard the rumours of
the atrocities and the slaugh-
ter of innocents, sllegations
that the slaves were being fin-
anced by a foreign power, the
leader was a psychopath
known as ‘Mad Dog' to his
friends etc: You would lsten
to the old slaves who would
say this ‘freedom’ would nev-
er work anyway, that it was
against Human nature, that
there had always been slaves.
They would tell you to show
loyalty to your master who
after all, fed you and gave
you a roof over your head
and who only beat you when
you were particularly lazy, In
a few years you had a chance
of promotion from field-hand

to house slave. You could do
worse, why exchange all this
for a life style that guaran-
tees lots of trouble and prob-
able death for something
called ‘freedom'. Basically
you would associate your
own security and future with
the well-being of the system,
that had always provided it,
the same as people do today.

LEGACY

You consider all this and
than think ah fuck ir anyway
dash to the kitchen, select
the sharpest knife, dash down
the corridor to where the
master was dozing, cut the
fat old bastards throat, grab
as much jewels and gold as
you can, fire the villa and
head for the hills to welcome
the glorious rebel army.

The freedom fighters of
the INLA, SANDINISTAS,
IRA, SWAPO etc: carry on
the legacy left by Spartacus,
They are the gladiators of
today. WHERF DO YouU
STAND?

HANG ’EM HIGH!

Our glorious leader, M. Thatcher, keeps telling us we should
return to the values of the ‘good’ old days. Consider the

following —

The Crown Prisoners confined in His Majestys Gaol the castle
of Lancaster who have taken their trials before Mr Baron
Yaughan and Justice J Parker at the Assizes commencing

the 8th August 1831,

Crime

Crime;

John

Crime

Crime

_ﬁlr nlence
life

Crime
shop
Sentence

John Grimes
George McGiverall aged 19
Burglary at
upon-lrwell

Sentence: Death recorded.,

John Sidepot aged
Sam Taylor aged 19
Burglary at Ashton-
under-Tyne

Sentence: Death recorded

kh’t |}
Joshua Ashcroft aged 18
Stealing two watches
and 16 spoons

Sentence: Death recorded

aged 16 and

Barton-

19 and

aged 17 and

Wiltiam Brett aged 18
Stealing six letters out
of a Post Office in Liverpool
Sentence: Death recorded

GFeorge Parkinson aged 35
Crime: Having two wives

Iransported  for

Richard Meadows n)ﬁl,'li 17
Trying to smush up a

Death recorded
Richard Clough aged 28

Crime: Stealing a horse
Sentence: Death recorded
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WHITE RIOT§

Most people first heard of ‘Ci' on Saturday morning, 4th July
1981, when they picked up (heir copy of the Daily Smut and
read about ‘Race Riots i Southall’, skinhead psychopaths, and
Pakistani petrol bombers. It was the sort of incident your
average no-principles journalist loves — gei the skins, get the
pakis, crocodile tears for the copper who copped a knock on

the head.

What happened on the night guitarist) said, “Wirth hind
ol Jii\' 3rd "B was a tragedy et 1 was stupid pla

It was madness to put on an plav, It's cusy for me b

Oi gig at the Hamborough that 1 felr I was in the middie

of @ sitwation and | was inno

coent f\nl;l,nun i we playved

Tavern in Southall after all

the aggro the local Asians had

received. The three bands there in the [irst Mace
playing (The Business, 4-Skins veren't innocent, hecaus
and Last Resort) all had skin should have thoueht about it
head followings and inew (NME, Oct '81)

tably the disciples of the Ihe Southall gig gave Of
Master Race got in there and the racist tag, and it seems
started a bloody not. As clear there were racists invol-
Steve Kent (The Business' ved with a few of the bands,

but mor: particularly with
their followers, But O started
as 4 reaction against the state
ol punk at the beginning of
the '80s. The punk that had
lost its anger, that was pose,
and for the most part conser
vative. It was a working class
protest movement with a
leaning towards socialism

"“"Cos i aint abour having
a fight | Of ain't about black

¥, whire The voice of O§ is
unit) N them and us, just
vou and me | United s the

thing to be Think how

I Un‘.r‘b Lk CUna

.rhl 20th - TUss.24
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srrong we can be United
against sociery.” (‘United’ hy
(earry Johnson)

\I.llji_\ the early mistakes
such as putting Nickv Crane
(British Movement organiser)

on the front of the ‘Strength
Thru Oi' album, meant the
Left wouldn't touch them

when they should have been
supporting the socialists in O
and the middle class liberals
unleashed a frenzied attack
on all skinheads exposing
their FEAR of working class
anger. In March 1981 the
Sunday Times carried o story
on fascist influen
music and, surprise
came out with the

usudal crap
that skinhead equals nazi, and
gave u good slagging to skin
head bands like Infa Riot
(who played for Rock Against

Racism) In reply 1o

this the 4-Skins and Infa
Riot publicly stated their
apposition to racism. W

don'’t allow raclal overtones

n roour Performances
ind although wi
large following i

doesn’t mean thev're all rae-

do have g
skinhead

515, "' (Infa Riot, NME, March
'R1)
NiLDLuwpdUlh
In Ocltober 'B1 1 tried 1o
lose its racist label once and

for all by putting on their ow
own anti-racist gig in Sheffield
with the Business, Infa Riot,
Bhitz, and the Partisans. The
manager of Business sald,
"We've stood up now, we'vi
done N against racism and
peaple still seem to be asking
whether we're NF or BM

th skHlL

The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists, is a truly remarkable
book. It is unique in that it is one of the few books around
that just about everyone inside the circle of active socialist mil-
itants, has heard of and has an opinion about, and that hardly
anyone outside the circle seems to have even heard of. Perhaps
it is nmot too much to say that one of the reasons for that, is
that it is doubtful, that many people on reading this book,
would afterwards consider themselves anything else but a soc-

jalist.

The book was written in
the late eighteen hundreds,
by a man named Robert
Noonan, under the pen name
Robert Tressal, It is a semi
autobiographical account of
a year in the life of a group
of painter decorators, in a
small seaside town called
Mugsborough (Hastings).

-y
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You tell me, what more can |
do?” (NME, Oct "81). People
should histen to Garry John
son when he said OF was *

sons of rebellion, words of
revolution, an attitude of
contempt and anger. Not
fighting each other in the

streets, but fighting the sys
tem, challenging the Estab.
lishment through words and
music.”” (Sounds, Jan 'R3)
it sl

Red Action has many poli-
tical disagreemenis  with
various O1 supporters views,
but we believe it is important
to work with other working
class sociahsts to try and
achieve something positivi
for the *“class not the party”

One thing is certain, people in
O1 have raised socialist poh
tics in an arca where virtually
no one else was doing any-
thing {except maybe the NF)

I'he latest Of album - Son
of O shows how far O has
come. From the
catchy  punk anthem
\i'[ J.!'.I:"\.
the right to
jobs not jails [ don't throw us
on the scrapheap |/ because
your system's failed.” to
the hard-hitting poetry of
Garry Johnson, The Upstarts’
tribute to Richard ‘Cartoon’
Campbell and Aulla's scath
ing antt-nazi rant “Andy is a
Corporatist”, The energy and
ideas are there and if the
music can be linked to work-
ing class struggles with, say
Oi'O4! strike benefits
then may the Son of Oi go
forth and multiploi!

CGronads'
‘Jl 105
“what we want's

wark RIVe us

some

Owen is one of these charac-
ters., He is a confirmed and
ardent socialist, who is con-
stantly trying to convince
his workmates of the logic
of soclalist ideas. They are
all either completely hostile
to his ideas or else consider
them to be alright in theory
but totally impractical.
“What you say might sound
alright, but it'll never work
in practice™, “there’s always
been rich and poor, and there
always will be, and there's
nothing that you or anyone

else can do about it" (does.
n't it all sound horribly fam-
thiar). They & beneve that
their "u‘l-nl.’\ und masters are
their greatest friends. and that
they m;.hr to be gratef

them for providing them with
work, Thoughout the
as Owen pulls their arguments
apart, they leap to the def-
ence of their bosses, and of
the capitalist system that
keeps them in the direst pos
erty, while the upper classes
live in comfort on the proc-
eeds of their and lab-
our, Hence the title of the
book, They are well meaning
philanthropists, with a bene-

story

sweat

volent attitude towards those
that exploit them to the
point that they cannot even
afford decent clothes and
Tliill}
afrulniCY

The book abounds with

incidents, that explain just

what life was really like f

the working classes at that
time. The abject poverty that
was their lot, is made ven
plain and clear. It shows thy
hypocricy of the rich as they
walfle on about religion and

Christian values, while their

workers children are sick
from lack of food and warmth
How after a lifetime of toil
making their masters rich

they would be thrown to the

tender mercies of the dreaded
workshop, with their sadisti
regimes, How rich and ed
ted businessmen would
demand a fee to take

sickly children as apprentices
and use them as free labour in
the most hidecus working
conditions, Rememl his

J
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WELL RED

the golden age that Margaret
Thatcher tells us we should
get back to,

Most of the characters and
situations described in the
book, seem so familiar, that
at first glance, it can seem a
bit depressing to think that in
nearly a hundred years, we
have come such a little way
forward. But this of course
does not stand up to any in-
spection, All sorts of things
that so many today take for
granted, council housing, the
National Health Service, sup-
plementary benefits, all of
these things while not exactl

perfect, would seem hke com
forts bevond the wildest
dreams of our '.hl'|\1l':p clas
lorbearers of this time. P&y
haps if more people were t
read this book, they would b
more willing to stand up i

defence of these things, The
might realise then that
didn’t always have them, ar
that they certainly weren't
given to us willingly. 1t is als
gratitying to realise the decling

in the amount of power that
the church excercises ov
people’s lives since this tin
AL LAALLIVN
Crniticisms of the book? It
does 1end 1t be repetitive al
times, and
parts This | urps
when vou con hat N
written over the course

many vears, on old scraps ol
wallpaper, any pre

fessional advice,
by a man twelve
hours a

without
assistance or
working
lay seven davs a
and suffering fron

which e

wetk
umption, from
eventually died, In fact there
has been an edition published
i

which was edited down, but

my advice would be to get
] full version. The bit
effort is well worth it

The | Trousered Phil
anthy i - It
5 ATgug th
socialist book
Hu hert No 1 L
10 €€ any I ITEATMS ML
true, He was ¢ventvally

enter the workh

describes

m his book

tually died in

mary, at the turn of the s

But his faith

1alist ideal shines like

gh his book. Th
achevement

tones

tury

throu
mumental
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TOTTENHAM REPLAY

Just before Christmas a Red Action member took up an invit-
ation to visit Tottenham Magistrates Court. The invite
murmummm“:uu
napped an NUJ press photographer who snapped ‘enforc-
ing the law’ against an Anti-National Front protester,

Seeing that a crimingl act was in progress, the RA member
decided to have a go and went to the aid of the 3
Did theotﬂunmhﬁwmm‘!!lotm
nicked him for ‘obstruction’ and conveyed him to the local
nick. But en route they stopped the van to eject the photo-
grapher.

Three cops confidently lied that the defendant had attem-

pted the release of a different person. They denied that a photo

grapher was involved and had been detained, Of course not.

Ho! Ho!
proving precise-

ly the true events, three piggies were laughing on the other
sides of their snouts. One cop shown a photo of his good self
embracing the photographer claimed 7 was moving him out of
the way to reach the trouble makers’, The next picture feat-
ured some cop dragging the same photographer into the pol-
ice transit. 7 have no recollection of this yowr honowr'
squealed one flustered piggy.

After three hours of police perjury, the magistrates gener-
ously conceded there was some room for ‘DOUBT",

Dismissing the case, they ordered the police to pay the
DEFENCE COSTS.

The Old Bill made no comment on the result but are known
to be dis‘GRUNT"led.

AT THE HOP (HATFIELD STYLE)

Red Action was pleased to help organize s disco to raise
money for a friend in jail. Paying off an outstanding fine
meant he was out for Xmas. As usual the Red Action Forma-
tion Dancing Team moved with all the grace of a herd of
hippos on ice but even they were upstaged by a spontaneous
display of gymnastics in the rafters. Our ‘anonymous’ athlete
unfortunately seemed to have trouble keeping his trousers

MANCHESTER MARTYRS

Red Action went on the Manchester Martyrs’ march in Novem-
ber to show our support for the Irish Republican movement.
Sadly several organisations boycotted the march due to dis-
agreements on the organizing committee. We believe unity in
action is essential,

 WE ARE
RED ACTION

Martin Hurson Havin Lynch

Raymond McCraesh

Kigran Doherty

TRAFFIC JAM

5 swaggerin, boneheads who
denunded to .row wiere the
commiss were - to their
dismay cctuwlly found sonme
in tne suape ol four Red
Action supporters.al'ter an
intense discussion one o
the 4. iuneads Lost wll
sympathy from the motorists
o' vest keusin tun oy lying
in tue middle of tune road,
blocking all the traffic
and generslly making a
perfect nuisu nce ol hinmself.

HARRODS
TEN DEAD HUNGER-STRIKERS

Joe McDonnel

Thomas McEiwee Micky Devine
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Red Action was formed in 1981 when a number of working
clm»&hwmuﬂdfmnmm:mm
hdbﬁ“ln.Vﬂumnmmthbmhm
semed loboﬂdonlolhthwhdmbbﬁovh.
their distaste fmmmmﬂw
behaviour or their working class members, We believe that
wecnnomnhamdmun‘Mmuwmﬂiut
anyinlufmﬁonmﬂhdmh!“ﬂlﬂﬂm
:wualmmml&oumyo&ulmm,
with their patronizing attitude towsrds the working class.
Wenjutthlﬂnlmnmm.hlhzﬂn
todmmmmmhnMnmhutm
times. Discipline when necessary must be based on respect for,
and trust in, those making the decisions, and not blind ser.
vile obedience, \\'ebdhntlmmhlhubdnmtolh

working class, and that a socialist organisation, while it must
be able to give a lead to the class, must also be able to reflect
the spirit and consciousness of the class. We in Red Action will
strive to this end. To justify our existence before the most |
cynical audience of all - thcworlhuclm—udmlne-
ialist politics in a way that they can identify with, in their life,
their work, and their leisure. We draw great inspiration from
the Republican movement in Ireland, from the us and
principled manner in which they conduct their struggle, and
from the way that they have integrated class and cultural
expression into their political movement. We unconditionally
support the right of their revolutionary armies, the Irish Rep-
ublican Army, and the Irish National Liberation Army, to
engage in armed struggle to free their country from Brit-
ish Rule. We will work in co-operation with all and any groups
that support the same aims as us. We do not reject any ideas
tactics or strategies just because we did not think of them our-

selves,

WE ARE FOR

I A working class organisation inspired and directed by working
class people

2. United action between socialist groups FOR THE CLASS NOT
THE PARTY

3. The Irish National liberation struggle against our own British

ruling class

Total oppasition to fascist organisations

Union strength — we support any picket line - in defence of

workers living standards.

6. Opposition to all prejudice which divides workers, white

against black, men against women,

- Killing the lie that the “Communist states” are socialist,

8. Young peoples fight to determine their own future,

RED ACTION IS AGAINST

I. Anything read in

-~

The recent IRA bomb blast outside Harrods resulted in 2 pred-
ictably hysterical reaction from the media and establishment.
We would be deluding ourselves if we did not admit that most
people in this country agreed with most of it, For socialists
in this country then, it is important to be clear sbout what our

sttitude towards incidents such as this are,

Most people, socialist and
non socialist alike, would
condemn random bombings
that strike innocent civilians,
In doing this they would be
doing no more than the IRA
themselves. Amidst all the
hysteria generated it seems to
have been completely forgot-
ten that (1) a warning was
given 40 munutes before the
blast (2) the IRA leadership,
after admitting that it was
one of their units involved,
added that the operation was
unauthorised and that
an internal enquiry would be
held into the events. In one
interview with a French news-
paper soon afterwards, an
IRA source was quoted as
saying that the unit involved
may face internal discipline,
This view was not support-

. ed however, in an interview

with the IRA, in Sinn Fein's
newspaper Republican News,
Obviously it is very unlikely
that we will find out exactly
what all the internal ramifi-
cations in the IRA are. How-
ever we can say that one
thing is plainly and patently
obvious. If the aim of the
IRA was civilian casualties in
this country, they could kill
hundreds, and probably thou-
sands, with far less risk to
their members than s
entailed by the attacks on
military targets that have
previously been their hall-
mark,

We are being no more than
fair to the IRA then, when

we say that civilian casual-
ties such as those that
occurred at Harrods are not
their aim at all, and that their
military operations are aimed
at the active forces of the
British state. There are of
course, many who would ar-
gue that this is still unaccept-
able. That the IRA have no
excuse for engaging in any
kind of military struggle at all
against any kind of target.

DAY welalu

The reason that some peo

ple are able to hold this
view, i5 because they are
ignorant of what s really

happening in Ireland. T..ey
do not understand the real-
ities of a situation where
30,000 grmed men maintain
their presence in a country by
armed might, against the
wishes of the vast majority of
the people of that country.
They do not understand the
griel and anger aroused by
the death of some ten child-
ren under the age of twelve
(some as young as eight) by
the British army's plastic
bullets, They do not under-
stand the effects which living
in a country where  over
2,000 people have died viol-
ently in the last fourteen
years can have on peo-
ple, a country where under-
cover SAS squads roam, free
to summarily execute anyone
that they believe may be
involved in Republican activ-

TEN REASONS WHY ?

ities, In short they do not
understand that there is a war
going on, That is why the
IRA attack and kill British
soldiers, and British soldiers
attack and kill the IRA
Because the IRA are fight-
ing a wai for the freedom of
their land, and in this war,
just like any other war. trag
edies sometimes occur and
innocent  people sometimes
get hurt

LhOLloURLainaly

Some of the more zeslous
supporters of the IRA would
perhaps even argue that they
have no reason to feel any
obligation towards the safety
of British civilians, moast of
whom if they don't actively
support their government's
presence in Ireland, do noth-
g to try and end it. When
you consider the massive
crimes perpetuated on the
Irish people throughout the
ROO vear history of British
occupation, it is easy to see
that the Irish have little
reason to feel any warmth
toward, or concern for, the
welfare of the British people,

Those that are quick to con-

demn IRA atrocities should
remember that it is only a
few years since 14 unarmed
civilians were shot in the back
on the streets of Derry, and
that the commander of the

regiment involved was not
long afterwards given an
MBE.

However, acts such as

these should not (and are
not) used as an excuse for
the IRA to stoop to the same
indiscriminate tactics. They
are a brave and honourable
people's army waging a brave
and just struggle, that is an

inspiration to oppressed peo-
ples the world over. As such
they must aspire to the high-
¢st ideals and methods of
revolutionary freedom fight-
ers, and not to the gutter
ideals and aims of the British
state. Incidents such as the
Harrods bomb do not assist in
this aim and the IRA are right
to do all that they can to
ensure that it is not repeated,
However, we on the left in
this country have to be aware
that in a war situation, there
can be NO ABSOLUTE
SAFEGUARD against error
and tragedy, and we cannot
let such incidents affect our
support for the right of the
IRA, and the Irish National
Liberation Army to engage in
armed struggle as the only
way that they can attain their

Just aims,
INYEAr bieiiCa

Ultimately, the only way
to stop the killing, on both
sides, is to stop the war,
The history of the last 800
years shows us that the Irish
will never give up their strug-
gie for their country, and
therefore the only way to fin-
ally end the war is for Britain
to end its interference in Ire-
land

Margaret Thatcher and her
kind all know this. They
know that as long as British
troops remain in [Ireland,
people will go on dying. No
doubt whey will continue to
regularly appear on  our
screens ftelling us how horri-
hle it all is. Yet they are the
only ones in a position to
order the one thing that will
stop it all, and refuse to do
50. Theirs is truly the ulti-
mate hypocrisy.





