ed Action

BRUTAL —— ===

AND UNASHAMED

The recent drop in the popularity of the Government, first
suggested in the opinion polls and confirmed in the recent
Brecon bye election has been the signal for a great rising of
hopes among Labour Party members and supporters. At
last they can see a possible light at the end of the tunnel.
After six years of the most anti working class government
in most people's memory there seems (o be & chance that in
a couple of years they could be on their way out, (o be
replaced by a Labour government which—Iif you believe
Labour politicians—will sweep away the effects of six
years of Tory blight like some great crusading force.

It's a lovely dream and no doubt

one that is the basis of quite a few
people’s hopes for the future
Unfortunately for them, and for us
as well, that's all that it is, a
dream. Any idea that a future
Labour government is going to
somehow be able to turn the clock
back as it were and make society
again the way it was six years ago
{was it really so great then) belong
in dreamland

The effects of the years of
Thatcherism have already had such
an effect on the quality of our
society that it is going (o need a far
more dynamic effect than the

Labour Party is copable of
mustering 0 make any real
change.

What do we mean by this. Let's
look at how just one particular
aspect of society has changed
under Thatcher as an example of
what we are talking about. Take
and law and order or more
specifically the police force.

CHANGE

No one with any experience of
the police would deny that there
has been a significant change in
pohicing methods in this country in
the last few years. For many, this
wis  forcefully brought home
during the recent miners' strike.
Time and time again they used
methods and acted in a manner-
massed cavalry and baton charges
elc. that very few people in this
country had ever experienced
before

Now there is no doubt that quite
i lew prople were disturbed by this
trend towards more authorftarian
policing methods, and would
ertainly hope than any future
Labour government would reverse
it. The question is would they be
apable of doing so. Those that
believe that they would be
presumably expect them to do it
through legislative acts  of
Parliament, Through such
measures as the abolition of the
Police and Criminal evidence
bill, which the Tories introduced to
give the police such wide ranging
NCW POWErs,

However, even {f a Labour
povernment were willing 1o take
such measures-——and many would

argue that they wowldn't be—the
fatal flaw with this idea is the pre-
sumption that the change in
policing methods has been caused
entirely by legislative measures,
and that the abolition of these
measures will also abolish the new
methods.

In fact the greater readiness of
the police to use more
authoritarian and brutal methods
has been caused not so much by
legislative changes as by subtle and
unofficial changes behind the
scene. Primarily by the way in
which it has been quietly but most
definitely been made clear 10 all
policemen, that especially when
they are carrying out the
Government wishes, they are free 1o
act in just about any manner that
they wish, without any worries
about possible consequences.

The miners' strike again
provided a clear example of this.
Who could for the incident
outside of the Orgreave Coking
Plant when one policeman later
entified, was clearly filmed and
seen by millions repeatedly
battering a fallen picket over the
head with a truncheon. If the
authorities had wanted 1o curb
violence by the police here was a
clear chance. If they had
disciplined that policeman it would
have been a clear indication to all
police everywhere that they cannot
be seen 10 act in that manner.
Indeed at one time you would have
expected that the fact that he had
been filmed would have meant that
he would have been sacrificed even
if only for the sake of appearances.

SUPPORT

Today however, we live in a time
when the economic system is in a
growing mess and the ruling class,
to protect their interests, are (rying
to push through great social and
economic changes that will slash
working class living standards, To
force these changes through in the
face of resistance by the workers
suich as that shown by the miners',
they need the support and lovalty
of a confident and powerful police
force. That is why they will make
no mave that could jeopardise that
support in any way. Not ¢ven the
sacrificing of one brutal copper for
the sake of appearance,

THE MESSAGE TO ALL

POLICE EVERYWHERE IS
CLEAR. BATTER AWAY
LADS, YOU'YE NOTHING TO
FEAR!

This is the sort of licence that the
police have been enjoying for some
time, and as they have become
accustomed to the idea that they
themselves are above the law, 50
they have become more arrogant,
more brutal and totally
contemptuous of what the public
miy think about their activities.

Never was this more clearly
shown that by the events near
Stonehenge back in  June
Hundreds, perbaps thousands of
police, clad in overalls and crash
helmets, wielding shields and
truncheons attacked and literally
destroyed the peace convoy with
such brutality as to shock even
pro-establishment right  wing
journalists who were present. Even
mobile homes with young children
aboard them were smashed up and
destroyed. Hysterical mothers held
their children aloft 1o try and get
the police to stop, but merely
succeeded in getting themselves,
their children showered with glass

Even the presence of T)
cameras did nothing to abate the
ferocity of the attack. Why showld
. Why should they worry who
sees them acting in thiv manner
No one is going 1o do anvthing
anyway

This sort of policeman and the
sort of police force that has been
produced by the Tory policy of
literally letting them get away with
murder. They are arrogant, anti
social and have come to see the
sort of policing methods that we
have been talking about as being
natural and routine and will use
them as & matter of course

Any idea that some future
Labour government is going to
sweep all of this away with some

magic piece of legislation that will
turn the police foree into friendly
bobbies on the beat is sheer luncy.

Younger police wouldn't even
know how to act any differently
it’s the only form of policing that
they've ever known. The only way
to effectively change the character
of the police force would be to gel
rid of all of those that have taken
part in any policing activities
which have broken the law. Seeing
as this would probably entail
sacking 90 per cent of the police
force we can hardly expect 10 see
them do that, We should not
forget that past Labour
governments have alio played
some part in making the police
what they are rtoday. It was a
Labour government that allowed
the Special Patrol Group to club
Blair Peach to death on an Anti
Nazi League demonstration and he
was not the only one to dic at the
hands of the police during their
last term of of fice

LEGISLATION

Whatever people may expect
and whatever Labour politicians
may promise, the Labour party
is incapable of implementing any
real change because they have no
influence where the power really
lays, in the case of the police on the
streets. It Is for exactly the ame
reason thal so many of their
economic plans come (o grief,
Because real economic power lays
not in Parliament but in the board-
room. Workers know this. They
do not walt for the Labour party to
win them belter working
conditions and pay. They organise
themselves (o0 negotinte and if
necessary take industrial action.
Only when working class
communities organise in the same
way to protect themselves from the
growing power of the police will
there be any chance of it being
curbed.
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TRIPTO

BELFAST

On the evening of Thursday, August 9th, Red Action
members and supporters will be travelling to Belfast for
the weekend to take part in the anti internment
demonstration, This is held every year (0 commemorsie
the night 14 years ago when thousands of British soldiers

descended on nationalist areas throughout the north of
Ireland, smashed their way into homes, and arrested 342
men. These men were then held for months without any
charges being brought sgainst them, and during this time
many of them were subjected to various forms of torture.

The allegation: of toriure where
all investigate and established by
the European Court of Muman
Rights. They included, prisoners
being hooded and subjected to
hours of white noise—a constant
high pitched whining noise that is
designed to disorientate the brain
prisoners being deprived of food
and water for days at a time, and
prisoners being taken into
helocopters, made to believe that
they were high in the air, and then
pushed out while they were only a
few feet from the ground

HIGHLIGHT

For us, the August trip to
Belfast is always the highlight of
the political calendar. For those
that like to think of themselves as
political revolutionaries nothing
can be as educative and
informative as actually seeing and
experiencing a revolution, which is
exactly what the Republican
struggle in Ireland is. A revolution
aibeit and a long and tortuous one

As well ay being politically
worthwhile, few people thai that

Not for the first time, Britain has been found to have been

have visited nationalist areas in
Ireland, have ever failed 1o
commeni on what a moving,
humbling yer at the same time
uplifting experience it is. If these
sound sirong  and  emotional
words, we can only sugpest that
vou taltk to someone that has heen
there.

The Nationalist communities in
the North of Ireland bear the full
weight of British state repressibn
In this situation it is the duty of sl
British socialists to show our
support for their struggle against
the stale and we urge all of our
readers and supporters 1o take this
opportunity to do so

Whilsi in Belfsst we will be
staylng with, emgaging in
discussion with and sacinlising
with  members of the Irish
Republican Socialist Party.

The fare is not cheap, in the
region of £50. However if we gel
enough support we can arrange for
8 block booking which will
considerably reduce the fare. Once
again we urge sll our readers 10
take this opporiunity to experience
an  extremely informative and
enjoyable weekend

in breach of the European Convention of Human Righis,
this time over the immigration rules restricting the entry
into Britain, of husbands to be of women with British
citizenship. The Convention has found that this breaches
the rules on the grounds of sexual descrimination as men
with British citizenship do have the right to bring their
wives or fiancees into this country.

This is the twelfth time that
Britain has been found 10 be in
breach of the convention, Seeing
as how the other seventeen
countries that belong to the con
vention have only clocked up
THIRTY NINE violations between
them, it would appear that Britain
i still leading the way in one or
WO areas.

In fact this particular area of
Immigration regulations s
blatantly racist and sexist. It is
designed 1o discriminate against
women and especially  Asian
women. The first ban was
introduced in 1969 by jovial Jim
Callaghan, the then Labour Home
Secretary. Since then there have
been a number of changes made by
successive governments, In 1980
the rules were ammended so that all

foreign husbands were barred
unless the wife was either born
here herself, or one of her parents
was born here. What this meant in
practice was that white women
were unaffected, whilut black
women suffered discrimination
that is all too common in the
institutions of this country

These rules have since been
changed und foreign husbands off

all British women can now be
sdmitied, BUT ONLY AT THE
DISCRETION OF THE
IMMIGRATION

IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES,
this means in effect that many
British women with foreign
husbands still do mot have the

i-nm right 1o bring their
usbands inlo this country.
EXCUSES

In the light of the European
Convention's ruling, the
Government is frantically looking
for reasons and excuses for the
rules, Already there hav be;n
mumblings coming from the
Westminster asylum. Talk of
young men coming here to starl
families and ke all the jobs
WHAT JOBS!

All this at a time when we are
seeing Tamil refugees from Sri
Lanka turned away to shouts of
floods, swamps and tidal waves
etc, In the sixties, the Tory
candidate at a bye election in
Smethwick, Birmingham, refused
to disown supporters of his, who
campaigned under the n lf

you wani @ nigger for a r,
vote for Labour.

Could the ot the mext
election be like Labour
says be's black, we say he's a wog,
Kick him oul,



THE

PROPAGANDA

In any conflict between two sides or factions, each side will
employ propaganda, i.e., they will iry to present their case
in the best possible light and if possible exploit any

apparent flaws in the arguments of their

opponents. The

intention is not to try and convince each other, but to try
and win over the hearts and minds of the watching world.

For example during the recent
miner's sirike, the media bom
barded the public with stories of
picket line violence, Libyan and
IRA connections, grossly inflated
back to work figures, vilification
of Scargill etc. All of this was very
useful propaganda for the
Government, National Coal Board
and the police. On their side the
miners produced a newspaper and
leafets, held morale  boosting
rallies and demonstrations, and
had some access 10 the media 1o
present their case, Although all of
the national dailies were hostile,
the miner's  propaganda  was
effective and because of this, they
managed 10 maintain moral and
linancial support from a
significant section of the publi
right to the end of the sirike

CENSORSHIP

Would they have received this
support if a tiny majorety of the
population  comprising ol
cavernment ministers, Fleer Streel
editors and top figures in the T
hieruchy, had been able 1o remove
from the televiston and the press,
any st of  quesioming  of
government, NCB or police tactics
i the dispute

This is exactly the sitwation that
hay existed in the north of Ireland
simee 1971

Since that time there has been an
almost total eradication of any sort
of objective reporting of events
that have occurred there. To treat
the army or establishment views or
claims, with anything less than
sympathy is  providing the
terrorists with succour. To sugges
as Ken Livingstone did that the
IRA might be anything other than
psychopathic  degenerates, is
greeted with ritual hysterial and
labels such as the one in the Sun
about the most odious man in
Britgin. In  such a  hostile
atmosphere it is not surprising that
few journalists feel like sticking
their necks out. Similarly some of
the left wing press seem to ignore
what is basically a war for equally
unethical reasons.,

Ihe collusion between (he
establishment and the media s
such that basically all news daia is
tilored 1o suit the needs of the
Government, srmy and the Royal
Ulster Constabulary. As the public
rely almost exclusively on the BBC

or ITN for information, ihey
remain ignorant of what is really

Mlﬂ.l“ﬂm shout it
elsewere in the world. They know
s Hitthe us they did in 1969 and this
wuits the governmeni fine.

Despite events such as Bloody
Sunday, internment, plastic bullets
ctc, the authorities have fought
tooth and nail to retain the image
of the British soldier that was first
splashed on the screens in 1969,

it squaddic s cheerful and
polite, although often bemused by
the antics of the natives. He does a
difficult and dangerous job in the
name of democracy. On patrol in
the Loyalist Shankhill or
republican Falls Roads, he will be
offered 1ea and sympathy by
grateful elderly granmies. This
squaddie 1s also a product of the
media,
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THE

ARMY VIOLENCE

Since the start of the latest conflict in Ireland the British army
has faced a central problem. How to subdue nationalist

protest, while at the same time to isolate and destroy
the armies of the IRA/INLA without (1) Alienaing
opinion, (2) Shattering the British faith in

its government’s policy and (3) Undermin ing m
internationally. One solution Is to employ the brutal
necessary but stop news of them getting out.

Because these methods e,
torture, internment, forced
confessions, shooting of unarmed
civilians, violate normal democratic
standards, the authorities respond (o
every incidence of them, with various
cover up devices in an attempt 1o
minimise the damage to their image
They will variously either pretend
that the incident did not occur, lie
about what did happen, or try and
blame it onto someone else, usually
republican,

METHODS

In 1976 the European commuission
on human rights ruled that the

sensory  deprivation  technigues
(keepi prisoners hooded and
blindf etc.) widely employed by

the British forces were in fact
torture, which often left permanent
damage. The media response 1o this
wis typical, 1t turned it’s attention to
the Irish Government which had
brought the case

Bloody Sunday the 3xth of
January 1972 is burned deep into the
memory of the Irish but has left littke
imprint on British consciences, This
is in great part due to the skill of the
media. The first reports from the
incident gave the following sort of
impression

I was appalled, they opened fire
into a dense crowd of peaple, there

was no warning”' (A photographer
present at the scene) "It was rhe
paras, twenty in all who
opened fire first, | saw three men fall
to the ground” Simon Winchester,
CGuardian reporter.  “The paras
wemed 1o relish their work™ Brian
Cashinella, Times reporter. The
rewriting of history was not long in
starting. First the army invented o
battie in which over 200 rounds were
fired at them. Taking their cue from
this, the media after a cautious start
5000 ot into their stride. First blame
the marchers “I13 killed as paras
break riot" reported the Guardian
under a headime “Death March"
The Daily Telegraph blamed the
march organisers,

Having established that a “riot"
took place the media then moved on
10 drawing the IRA into the picture.
The Dadly Mirror reported that ““The
army fear that the IRA may try to
sturt @ new bloody battle at
tomorrow's march in Newry wearing
stoden army uniforms’’. The enguiry
when it wis eventually held found
that “none of the dead or wounded
had been shot while handling
weapons (this information was not
presented to the public). By the time
the Duily Express was reporting that
the “main guilt les firmdy with the
IRA""

It was left up to the Daily Maidl to

somehow end up congratulating !
army who “'are going an impossible

job, y well™'.

By 1979, the Sunday Times could
report that Bioody Sunday 1972 was
when ‘13 men died in shootings

a demo”’, The paras respon-
sibility has now been written out of
history.

TORTURE

In 1977 Castlereagh Barracks
became the authonties . main
interrogation  centre  and  within
weeks the torture allegations began
Employing the traditional tactics of
lies and misinformation, the media
and various establishment figures
ensured that no action was taken for
three years. Roy Mason—Labour
Secretary of Swte for Northem
Ireland, and RUC boss Kenneth
Newman—now head of Scotland
Yard claimed that the injuries
suffered had been self inflicted. The
Daily Telegraph soon invented a
story about “prizes being awarded
by the IRA according to the degree
of sell inflicted injury”. It went on
“A man being interviewed, took off
his shoe and struck himself on the

@ In the Newspesk of the estsblishment prem, Salvedorsan FMLN militants (left/ are desoribed as guerrillas

or rebels whilst IRA Volwnteers (right) are desoribed s terrorists; in reality, they snd their causss are one snd
the mme — freadom fhighters tor national liberstion and socielism

REPUBLICAN VIOLE

as one Cornelius
McHugh. It later transpired that
McHugh was on the dole in Bel-
fast, and had never set foot in
England in his life, Nevertheless the
chase in England had begun with a
nationwide alert for an Opel
Kadett, After hundreds of
reported sightings, Detective Con-
stable Morley described in a TV
interview and in the press, how he
faced Bald Eagle and found himself
looking down the barrel of a sawn
off shotgun. In mid January, the
car turned up in the South of
Ireland, having been taken there
four weeks before they started
looking for it in Britain, The
unfortunate Morley was
suspended. These events show just
how infinite is the capacity of the
media and the establishment for
nvention and distortion.

One of the more bizzare resulis
of this sort of reporting occurred
towards the end of 1984 when the
Sun ran two stories, on successive
days, one abowt IRA threats 1o

Catholic schools and churches
were petrol bombed as was a
catholic bar killing an eclderly
protestant by mistake, An eighteen
vear old Catholic barman was
beaten to death, and another man
whio had been singing rebel songs, on
his way home from the pub was
killed.

ATTACKED

In 1968 a civil rights march of
mixed Catholic and Protestants
campaigning for such basic issues
as one person, one vote and an end
to discrimination in housing, was
ambushed and savagely attacked
by Loyalists. This attack was even
more notable for the fact that
many of the police escorting the
march joined in the artack.

It is an established but little
known fact that the first bombings
during the present violence were in
Jact carried out by Loyalists—
including at least ome policeman
one Samuel Stevenson.

On the 15th of August 1969
crowds of Loyalists, including
m them some B Specials (an

reserve police force that was
almost one hundred per cent
protestant) rampaged throu
Catholic areas burning over |
homes. Five Catholics and one
protestamt died that night.

The IRA did not themselves
commence military i
until late 1970, after nnm
events—and many other similar

ones—had occurred. However, by
1972 this had been conveniently

forgotten by the media. The
Cuardian was telling it's readers
that ‘“IRA violence was

increasingly bringing in Protestant
extremisis also”". The IRA was the
cause of the violence rather than a
product of it

stories made
incompelent.

On the 23rd of August, 1972
ITN carried a story about three
tiny 8-year-old girls used by the
IRA to push a pram containing a
huge bomb towards a military post
at the back of the Royal Victoria
Hospital. The Daily Mirror had
the story as a front page headline.
The army press office laer
admitted that it was entirely
untrue, The same was later
admitted about the story headlined
in the Evening News, of four girls
in the market area of Belfast, who

ped and made pregnant by

Eight year old Stephen McConemy killed by a
British soldier's plastic puliet

By the beginning of March 1972,
the Loyalists could see that their
total control of the state was
slipping. They began a campaign
of organised sectarian assassin-
ations of Catholics. By mid 1973
they had killed over 200 peaple this
way. These were described by the
RUC as being motiveless murders,
many of them being attributed 10
the IRA. Likewise the media
professed themselves to  be
perplexed by these ““mysiery mur-
ders"” when all indications pointed
to Loyalist murder gangs. The
Ulster Volunteer Force later
admitted responsibility
Admittedly in response 1o these
attacks, some Republican elements
did start to carry out
sectarian attacks, but the statistics
of these killings—over two
Catholics for every Protestant—
show that the main wnpetus for the
campaign definitely came from the
Loyalists.

Throughout the Jast 15 years
Republicans have time and time
again been blamed by the media in
this country for acts that have later
turned out to be the work of
Loyalists. Sometimes this only
comes to light, years later. This is
what happened in the case of the
bombing of a Catholic bar in
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Belfast, for which The Times
produced “evidence’’ 1o prove that
it was an IRA error, Seven years
later a Loyalist, Robert Campbell,
was convicted of the murders of
the 1§ dead.

Another example of this was
seen, when & Catholic buicher—
Joseph Martin—was shot dead the
day after bunger siriker Framk
Hughes died on May 15th 1981,
The Observer “IRA

of the World followed uhp"r:l
“Shopkeeper who defled 1 A
um They reported that he
had refused 1o close his shop 1
honour Heghes, and

Drumm, was shot dead as she sy
in a hospital bed. The reaction of
bore & marked
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YANKEE GO HOME

The bijacking of an American TWA airliner and the

shooting of American service

personnel in El Salvador were

ﬂvu massive publicity throughout the world.

nfortunately however

, many people seemed (o draw the

wrong conclusions as to the causes of these events. The

explanation that Reagan and his supporters gave, that
these events were just part of the ongoing between
good and evil—with the Americans of course as the

goodies—was one that many in the west accepted. If this

view were (0 become s
fidently expect in the case
miltary intervention, either

widely held
of any future such events,
by the A

mbymollhirmym-nommsloh. How-
ever this view of these events is a totally false one.

The TWA hijacking did not
out of the blue. It was a
ed response (o three vears of
Israeli and American terror in the
Lebanon. There was no outery in
this part of the world when Israel
moved into the Lebanon. No outery
when they arrested and detained
thousands without trial, and then
broke international law by moving
them to Israel. The Americans
could have used their influence to
stop all of these events if they had
i to. They didn't and so we
can assume that they approved of
them. Unlortunately for the people
of the Lebanon, American
involvement did not end there. The
American warship ‘‘New Jersey"
spent days shelling from just off the
coast, destroying many towns and
villages and killing dozens of men,
women and children.

WHERE WAS THE OUTCRY IN
THE WEST AGAINST THIS
TERRORISTIC BEHAVIOUR

It 1s against the background of these
events that the Shi-ites took 40
American prisoners and it is easy to
understand why they did so
America only listens when it is its
own people that are under threat
American  hypocracy reached  its
crescendo, when the Shi-ites
executed @ marine amongst the
hostages. Remember this man was
part of the war machine that had
indiscriminantly  killed men,
women and children, as well as
destroying the homes of many
others. What did they expect for
him, the freedom of the city?

The Americans have also acted
against the Greek government,
supposedly because of the fact that
the Shi-ites got on the plane at
Athens airport, The fact is that
Reagan has been waiting for an
excuse 1o move ‘against Greece
because its reformist  socialist
government is not pro-American. If
you don't support the Freedom
loving yanks, then you have 1o be
shown the error of vour witys,

This attitude 5 not confined to
the Meditieranean, Some American
personnel were killed in El Salvador
(what were they doing thewr vou
might ask) and Reagan goes nuts,
For the last few months, the El
Salvadorean army backed up by
American military sdvisors and
equipment, have been  killing

hundreds, and making thousands
homeless in the Northern part of
this country, in a major drive
against people whose only crime is
1o try and rid themselves of an
American backed tyrant. These
people of course are the baddies
who deserve all that they get unlike
the American serviceman whose
death is a cause for outrage.

Of course the biggest and baddest
of all the baddies at the moment are
the 2.8 million Nicaraguans and
their  Sandinista government
Because these people had the gall 10
rid themselves of an American
backed tyramt who kilked and
oppressed them, they must now
pay. At the moment, the Americans
are content to leave the actual
fighting to the anti Sandinista
guerrilia  force known as the
Contras. The sort of activities that

the Contras indulge in was
aphically described by Paul
averty just back from Nicaragua
“Inm my first week in Nicaragua,
the Contras assassinated seven
children under the age of eleven. ..

In my last week, | counted eleven
coffins all farm and road workers,
theee of who had been
On April 4th, an 18 year oid
student was casirated and his
genitals stuffed in his throat. Mis
eves were burned with battery acid,
maost of his teeth removed with a
bayonet, and his fongue was cul
out. They left him that way tn die

before the Americans invade,

All ot these evenls are
occurring because of the John
Wayne attitude that prevails in
Washington, America had decided
that its will must be imposed on the
rest of the world by one means or
another. It s this gunslinger
doctring that calls for attacks on
Nicaragua and El Salvador for
attempts to destablise Lebanon,
and for support for the state of
Isracl and any government which is
on the side of the good old U.S. of
A

This is the real cause of all of
these troubled events, American
interferrence into the affains of
other countries and other peoples,
and It Is only when these people
have rid themselves of this inter-
ference that there will be eny
chance of peace in these lands,

ANTI FASCIST

CONFERENCE

One of the more memorable political events of the last few
years is the story of the Anti Nazi League. This way
launched in 1977 by a mixed grouping of political activists
and anti racist/anti facist groups. The reason for its
formation was to counter the growing menace of

nised

facism/racism particularly the fast growingNational Front.

The Fromt at this time were
beginning to enjoy unprecedented
success. They were pursuing a
policy of concealing their more
blatantly nazi traditions in order 1o
present @ more respectable image
and atract a wider base of
support. The success that this
tactic was beginning to bring them
can be gauged by recalling that in
one bye-election they received over
2,000 votes, a fantastic number for
a fringe organisation. The more
optimistic fascists were beginning

to talk in terms of being Britain's
third political party in  the
foreseable future.

TREND

This was the trend that the ANI
set out to counter. The main tactic
that it employed was a massive
propaganda drive to expose the
jackboot and swastika activities of
the Front's leadership. This proved
to be & massive success. The
Front's clectoral  performance
plummetted, and the pressures that
this caused within it were
eventually o cause it 1o split into

three groups. The ANL iself
proved to be success beyond
anybody's wildest dreams,

drawing tens of thousands of
people out in emaotional displays of
ami racist solidarity

However the demise of the Front
at the ballot box led many involved
with the ANL 10 draw the
conclusion that Fascism posed no
menace in this country at present
Also many of the political activists
involved, who by virtue of their
experience had become the ANL's
teadership, had seen it not merely
as a movement to Light fascism,
but also as a vehigle 1o recruil new
members to their own organisation
As the number of recruits began 1o
lessen, so they were less willing to
devote time and resources to it

DEMISE

The combindtion of these
factors meani that the ANL was
allowed to slip into oblivion. For
the last three vears there has been
no effective organising body for
the Anti Fascist movement in this
dountry

However even though the
electaral threat had been removed
the fascists in this country never
went away, as many of those from
the racial minority communities
could well testify. For these
people, there has never been any
let up in the continuing saga of

THE RIGHT TO CHOOSE
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There are some social and
political issues that divide
people not just into groups
left and right, or pro and
antli  socialist, but also
divide opinion within those
groups as well. Abortion is
one such issue. It is a fact
that there are some people
that hold opinions that we
would agree with on many
issues, but who because
they personally disagree
with abortion, find
themselves lining up with
the reactionary anti
abortion movement on this
one.

MORAL

The reason for this is not very
hard 1o find. It is because the anti
abortionists have in many cases
managed to present the argument
as being o purely moral one about
whether abortion is right or wrong.
About whether you personaily
agree or disagree with abortion.

In fact this is not the issue at all
The argument between those that
support the right 10 sbortion and
those that seek to restrict that right
is not about establishing the moral
correctness or  otherwise of
abortion. It is about establishing
the right of an individual to make
up their own mind about it, and to

act  according to their own
conscience

In a phrase it 15 abowr A
WOMAN'S RIGHT ro
CHOOSE,

Those that support the right to
abortion are seeking to make that
right available only to those that
want it. They are not telling those
that disagree with abortion that
they are wiong and that they
should change ther mind or
showld practice abortion them
selvey

The only ones that are trying to
impose their own opinions on
others are the anti-abortionists.
Because they happen to disagree
with abortion they want to deny
anyone else the right to make up
their own mind about it

No one is trying 1o force them (o
agree with abortion, but they are
trying to force everyone (o disagree
with it

That is why we in Red Action
totally support & woman's right te
choose. Not because we think
abortion Is & good or bad thing.
We have never even discussed it in
those terms. To do that, to sturt to
give exnmples to try and prove i
moral or immoral is to totally min
the crucial point. Everyone has the
right (o agree or disagree with, and
to practice or wnol practice
whortion. But no one has the right
to try snd force someone else 1o
live sccording (o their morals.

harrassment, physical artacks, and
damage 1o property including fire-
bombings. It is this that has led
some groups within those
commumities to take the only
action that will protect them from
these attacks, i.e. physical defence
of their communities. The trials of
the Bradford Twelve and the
Newham Seven and Newham Eight
are a result of this

I'he fact that people are forced
into actions such as this, is prool
enough that there isstilla need for
an arganised anti fascist movement
in this country. No one is claiming
that it would be possible to launch
something on the scale of the Ant
Nazi League again but as anyone
that has attended anti  fascist
demonstrations over the last three
years would testify, there's still o
significant number of people who
are ready, willing and eager 10

oppose fascism, and need “some
sort of organising body 10 give
their efforts maximum effect,

To this end = number ol
groupings and individualy involved
in the unti fascist movement have
come together to try and form this
body. A meeting of interesied
parties has  been  called for
SUNDAY JULY 28th in the

-
CONWAY HALL, RED LION
SQUARE, LONDON WOI m
1pm. Unforiunstely becawse of the
wity that the Uming of this paper
has falled, this meeting will have
already occurred before many of
those that read this paper see it.
However this meeting s not meant
to be an end, but & start. If you do
first read this ufter the 28th July,
you will be able 1o find out more
by contacting PO Box 273 Forest
Gate, London K7,

Red Action pamphlet

T reea

We are
Red
Action

A_SHORT HISTORY OF RED
ACTION. WHERE DID 1T
COME _FROM,AND WHY 7

L I—

Fust published two yewrs ago,
this pamphlet, although shghtly
out of date now, still gives a good
msight into the discussions and
events that lead to the formation
of Red Action. Avalable from the
box number, price SOp inclusive of
postage and packing

Also available: Red Action

badges and T-shirts.
Badges, 20p each. T-shirts,
£3.50. When ordering

please state, whether, small,
medium or large.
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SUPPORT
RED ACTION

Red Action is an organisation founded by working class

people to work for the furthering of the cause of
Socislism. Membership is open to all who accept our

political principles and pay a weekly subscription. Every
member has an equal vole on all Red Action policy and

decisions.

If you support our aims but do not wish to become 3
member, you can become a supporting member. This does
not entitle you to vote, but you will receive:

1. A free subscription to the newspaper.

2. A regulsr internsl newsletter that will keep you
informed of what is going on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area.

The cost for this is £10 for one vear.

Subscriptions (o the paper are still available separately.
cosl I:l:J pounds for ten issues. Please remember that
pducing a paper is a very uneconomic business and we

are always very grateful for any donstions, and especially

rateful (o anyone who can take extra copies to sell.

PO box 158

Hatfield

Herts

THE NATIONAL FRONT
IS A NAZI FRONT!
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ll!hm they do not really

I my have got no time for

hwﬂlﬂuﬂlolryuﬂam;lhl!mﬂuﬂumﬂ

the IRA. It tends to make

over extreme. Anyway apart from that everything that you
say goes down very well with me and my mates. Keep up

the good work and good luck.

A Red Action member commenis:

We take this apportunity to reply
to Brian's letter, because in it,
possibly without even realising it,
he has raised some points that are
very significant for everybody on
the left. As Brian himself suggests,
there is no doubt that Red Action's
uncompromising and often stated
‘upport for the IRA/INLA,
alienates more potential
supporters, than any other single
aspect of our politics, The
propoganda smokescreen that has
been built around the issue of
Ireland in this country (see article
inside) has been so effoctive that
there are very few people even
among those that gre sympathetic
1o a ot of socialist ideas, who see
the IRA/INLA as anything other
than murderous lerrorists

ARGUE

It s this situation that has
prompted some of the lefi 1o argue
that while we should of course
support the ideal of a united
Ireland in principle, to call for @
clear pro IRA/INLA line at this
tme  will only alienate many of
those that might support you on
other issues and all you will end up
doing is attracting those very few
people who already sy the
IRA/INLA. The correct t ng to do
they argue, is to concentrate on the
other issues and get the people
around you involved in your
organisation, In this way, so the
argument runs, you can then start
to explain the politics of Ireland to
them, and in the long run you will
actually win more people over.

Ar glance, this is a very

Best wishes, Brian Elliot,
London SW17.

(nspection reveals it to be anything
but,

In fact the whole concept of
being able to play down'—in
effect hide—any part of your
politics in order 1o recruit those
that do not agree with that pan
and then win them over g some
later date, is in practice a (otal
fallacy. Once any political position
has been hidden for the sake of
recruitment, the day of j's
revelation will inevitably have 1o
keep being put back, because not
only is there the next generation of
potential recruits 1o be appeased,

also the bringing our of the
hidden politicy i Boing to alienate
those within the organisation that
have been recruited under [alse
pretences.

So the unpopular politics siay
hidden and what happens then iy
that the organisation starts 10
fecruil mare and more people that
have not fully understood or do
not really agree with the hidden
parts of it’s politics, Eventually
you may even have a majority of
members like this, and what then
in a democratic organisation, is 1o
stop them changing the politics 1o
reflect their view.

FAR FROM THE ORGA NISA-
TION  CHANGING THEIR
POLITICS THEY MAY WELL
CHANGE THE POLITICS oF
THE ORGANISATION,

. Thix then is the great danger that
faces any organisation that goes
oul 1o just recruil s many
members as it can, without
ensuring that they fully understand

I of it's politics. OFf course you
could recruit people in this manner
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and ensure that they had no
adverse political effect on your
organisation if you were able 1o
ensure that they exercised no
political infuence on it. But in this
case the cure is no better than the
iliness, because the only way in
which you could achieve this

democracy within the

It would mean thar you would
have 10 have a system whereby a
group of politically reliable people
maintained all of the positions of

What vou would
have in effect here is an elitist
clique, and the great danger with
that is that once the clique has been
established there is no way 1o
exercise any authority over i, i w
should start to act in its own
interests rather than that of the

The history of the socialist
movement right up 1o today is
littered with all 10 many examples
of where this has happened

a policy of playing
any section of your
politics Tor the sake of what is
really only false support —false be-
cause to win that support you are
denying what you really are—is g
step down a path that is fraught
with the graves danger for any

down or hiding

maintain both its politics and s

In actunl fact it says something
about those that argue for this
policy that they omly ever seem (o
apply it 1o Ireland, Why is this
after all us & principle it could be
ny aspect of polifics,
for example. There are
people in this coun

rabid

revolutionary lefy
racialism in order 10
recrull those people and then
change their ideas aflerwards.

Of course not. Anti racism is
bedrock principles of
lonary socialism and no
utionary socialist would wan;

Il:ve fully underst \
L groups correctly take a hard
and demanding position of the
issue of racism,

would ask is why
an different where

ood this, and all
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racism or any other issue for that
matier. Yet that is exactly what
those that call for & softly softly

phrosch, Is the issue of
Ireland somehow less of a bedrock
principle of revolutionary
socialism,

DIFFERENT

In fact very few would ACtuaily
argue that this was the case, yet
some still call for a much lower key
approach on Ireland. The reason is
nol hard to find. It is the armed
struggle of the IRA/INLA, The
cause of lrish freedom wself is 50
obviously just, that no thinking
socialist could amack it on
principle and indeed few try. It is
when they try and come 1o terms
with the reality of how the struggle
tor that freeaom is being waged
that they begin to experience an
aversion. It is an aversion that
causes them to make all sorts of
qualifications to their support for
that urugflc and to find all sorts of
feasons lor not identifying 1o
closely with it It is an aversion
that for us merely proves that they
have not really come 10 terms with
the realities of revolution.

Revolution has never been, and
in the forseeable future never will,
be anything other than the armed
overthrow of one class force by
another. Any organisation thai
describes itsell as revolutionary
and does not clearly point thar out
10 those that it influences is either
deceivine them or deceiving itself

REALITY

That in a nutshell is whv we give

such clear and uneauivical sunport 1o
the IRA/INLA. Because it is & revoly
tion in practice in total contrast 1o
the abstract theorising about revolut
ion that dominates the jefy

in this country. It is a reality that
all true revolutionaries will have 1o
face up to one day so what is the
point of trying to hide it away for
short term larity.
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put into perspective the well publicised :
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