The recent American attack on the Libyan capital of Tri-

poli, must surely rank as one of the most outrageous acts
of aggression by a country not actually at war, in living
memory, On the feeble excuse that they had evidence {still
as yet unseen) of "Libyan involvement” in an attack on a
US army base in Berlin, the US government feit justified
in sending their bombers over & crowded capital city, killing
and maiming dozens, perhaps hundreds, of innocent civilians,

Even in & world fast be
coming accustomed to US
aggression against Small
states, o wave of shock and
outrage was felt at this act.

This was also the reaction
of many people in this coun-
try, but for many ol them
however the greatest shock
came when they learnt that
the British government had
allowed the US to use this
country as the base for the
attack,

The reaction of most peo-
ple, was quite rightly one
of great indignation and even
outrage. Outrage at the gov-
ernment for allowing the US
to use this country as if it
were some kind of stationary
aircraft carrier, and outrage
because by doing this, they
have greatly increased the
risk of revenge attacks
attacks osgainst British tar-
gets both at home and
ahroad,

REVENGE

This may not be of to
concern to Thatcher and her
cronies, who are after all,
always surrounded by the
tightest security where-ever
they go. But it is certainly
of concern to all the rest
of us who are not quite so
well protected,

And if there are revenge
attacks cen we be in any

way suprised. Imagine if the
position was reversed and
& Middle Eastern country
had just sent it's planes over
one night and bombed Lon-
don. Imagine the cry for
revenge that would go up
here,

DOMINANCE

The fact is there was no
justification for this raid
whatsoever, and certainly
no justification for this
countries involvement. Even
if you leave aside the moral
issue, there was no military

reason for British Involve-
ment. The US could just as
easily have carried out the
raid from sea or even from
the States itself,

Why did they Involve this
country then 7 Simple, They
knew full well that this act
would meet with great opp~
osition around the world, and
they were anxious thet ano-
ther country should be seen
to be involved, to spread the
blame as it were. That
country they decided, would
be this one,

It Is this factor perhaps,
that has shocked people in
this country the most. To
see just how much influence
and even dominance, that
the US government the US
government is able to excer
cise over this country's
affairs. US presence in this
country s something that

AND THE ONES WHO HAVE TO SUFFER IT

DEVASTATION TRIPOLI HOW THE USA

DEFENDS "FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY"

took for granted, Only now

it, Only now are they start-
ing to realise just how much

Pentagon have over the des-

After Tripoll, how can any

off, The only thing that we
can be sure of is that |f
they did decide to, Thatcher
and her crew would be pow-
erless to stop them,

There were quite a few
people who felt more than
a little bit scared as they
listened to the news that
[uesday morning, and per-
haps that is not a bad thing
Perhaps now, more people
in this country will begin
to wake up to the way in
which their whole future Is
becoming more and more
dependent on the whims of
that bunch of war mad nut-
ters known uas the US gov-
ernment.

SYMPATHY

Maybe now some of those
who In the past, would have
lsughed at the anties of
groups like the Greenham
Common women and CND
groups, will look with a bit
more sympathy at what they
are trying to achieve, Per~
haps now a few more people
will understand that the very
first step toward making this
country and indeed the world
a safer place for all of us
to live, is to end US milita-
ry presence in this country.

To raise here, a cry heard
in many places all over the
world In the years since
World War Twa,

YANKEE GO HOME

HYPOCRISY

"We did what we had to do" cried Reagan, justitying the
raid as "egitiamate retaliation" for supposed Libyan involv-
ement in an attack on a US army base. A more blatant
example of hypocritical double standards it i difficult to
imagine, When someone attacks a base full of armed and
trained soldiers it is "savage rerrorism”, When the mightiest
military machine in the world bombs innocent civillans, it
is justified military action, by the forces of "freedom and

democracy”.

WHAT MURDERING HYPOCRITICAL BASTARDS

Even if Libyan involve-
ment in the Berlin bomb
could be proved, even i
all those involved turned out
to be Libyan, how does that
in any way justify the bomb
ing of a civilian city. What
if an American were to kill
someone in another country
Would thar  justify  that
country's government bomb
New York or Washingtion,”
No of course not, but that
i{s exactly what the Ameri
cans have done.

EXCUSE

In fact, the Berlin bomb
was no more than a conven-
fent excuse for the US to
carry out action that they
had obviously been planning
for some time.

Two weeks beforehand,
the US sixth fleet had salled
into the bay of Sirtar which
goes right into the heart of
Libya, and had started to
carry out military manoeu
veres, Such a move Wwas
bound to be seen as a threat
by the Libyans and can oniy
have been designed to spark
off a confrontation which
would no doubt have formed
the excuse for US military
action.

MANOEUVERES

This incident gives us yet
another example of the
staggering hypocrisy of the
US government, When the
Libvans complained about
the US presence In the bay
the plous reply from Wash
ington was that as long as
they Were at least three
miles off of the coast, It
was International waters and

they had every right to be
there,

Just imagine if you can,
what the response would b
in the US, if a Libyan fleet
was to set ofl to carry oul
military manoeuveres 3 mile
f of the coast of Florida.
Christ almighty. They'd have
every plane ship and missiie
that they had blasting them
I bits belore they were
within a thousand miles of
the place,

7 miles like hell. Nicarag
ug is a bit more than three
miles from the LS, over a
thousand in  fact, But that
doesn't stop the US govern
ment claiming the right to
interfere in Nicaraguar
affairs on the basis that it
is "in our back yard",

LAW + ORDER

It would seem that [for

the LS, where wher coun
tries are concerned, Juristic
tion extends 3 miles off the
coast, but their own extend

to every part of the globe,
!I' i 1 L ] ‘-._'.-lr '6-' sl
claiming Lo represent the
forces of ™aw and order”
ggalnst terrorism, the Amer
|cans are quite prepared
when it suits them to use
methods that can only br
described ns terroristic
themselves, It is this hypoc
rysy that makes their terror
ism all the more sickening,

HANDS ON HEARTS
PARTNERS IN CRIME



YOUNGBLUEBLOODS

A recent report in "The Guardian®™ from the annual con-
ference of the "Federation of Conservative Students” gave
light to some very interesting facts about what is happening
in this Tory Perty nursery, It described the sweeping victo-
ry enjoyed by a group called the Libertarian Faction, who
captured every seat In the elections for the executive co-
mmittee,

The Libertarians are a re-
latively new grouping. They
represent @ very strange
mixture of extreme right
wing politics and lefty soun-

UPSURGE
leaving college, the majority
of these had settled down
to their careers and forgot

ding jargon - they refer to @ll about the revolution.
each other as comrade, and Will the seme thing ha-
describe their officers as ppen with these right wing
commissars, radicals ?

"FREEDOM FIGHTERS"

They declare their support
for extreme right wing
movements such as the Con-
tras who are fighting the
Sandinista government in
Nicaragua. One of them rec-
ently went over there and
visited a Contra camp, They
have also sent representa-
tives out to South Africae,and
they are talking about form-
ing an International Brigade
to assist right wing "freedom
fighters" around the world,

For many of this faction,
Ulster Loyalism is the bed-

Possibly it will, but it
would be wrong to automat-
lcally assume it., We must
remember that the political
situation today has changed
a lot from what it was a
few years ago, the economic
and social crisis is much

worse, History shows quite
clearly that it is in times
such as these, that people
begin to lose faith in the
traditional parties of the
centre and the radical
movements of both wings

begin to gain momentum,

THE SORT OF PEOPLE THAT THEY ARE

in time, part of & new ex-
treme right wing answer to
the political upsurges that
lay before us, In much the
same way as we expect Red
Action to be part of the
new left movement,

Clearly like Red Action,
the Libertarians are repre-
sentitive of, and [liercely
partisan towards their class,
What a horrible shower of
people they must be,

A group such as the Lib-
ertarian Faction represent

ANALOGY the clearest expression of

one of the clearest express-

In fact it is not wrong loos of the class enemy that
to drew an analogy between Is @vailable to us today.
a grouping such as the Lib- When you think of the
ertarian alliance and Red @mount of working class kids
Action, It seems that they who get drawn into right
like us, have grasped that Politics because of simplistic

Regular readers of Red Action will have been following
over the last few issues, our coverage of the dispute Invol-
ving five building workers and the John Laings firm. Unfor-
tunately, we now have to report that that dispute has been
lost. This loss was due in no small part to the activities
of the full time officials in the men's own union, the Union
of Contruction Allied Trades and Technicians.

The dispute began some six months ago when the men
were sacked from a John Laings site in London, basically
because some of them were known as trade union activists
in the bullding industry. The men refused to accept this
and began picketing Laing's sites in the London area assis-
ted by other activists.

The success of this action forced Laings to negotiate and
eventually an agreement was reached and the men re-insta-
ted on a Laings site, Within just a few weeks however,
Laings had reneged on the agreement, and the men found
themselves locked out again, and straight away resumed
picketing. In response to this Laings went to the High court
and under the terms of the 1983 Empiloyment Act, they
able to get Court injunctions against impoding stringent
conditions on the men. Not only were they not allowed to
icket any Lsings site, they were also not even allowed to
address any meeting of people about the dispute,

This was the first time that the employment act had
ever been used against named individuals in this way. Cour-
ageously, the men decided to dely these injunctions and
continue the dispute. It was then that the full time union
officials played their dirty role, Not content with not
giving the men any effective support they also took It upon
themselves to send circulars to delivery firms who'se dri-
vers had been honouring the picket line, telling them that
their drivers should cross the line, They also spread blatant
lies about the men around the building industry. This bla-
tant treachery, effectively undermined the pickets and it
became clear that the lads were not going to win this time
Eventually on the 19th of April they decided to call it a
day, We salute them for their courage and their principles,

OUR DAY WILL COME,

Red Action pamphlet

rock of gtheir political co-

mmitment, They sent repre- Possibly, what we are see-

the fssue of Ireland is the

arguments it seems an absol-

central political question in ute (tragedy that they are
this country today. Like us, 50 rarely seen out in the
real world.

First published (wo years ago,
this pamphlet, although slightly
out of date now, still gives a good

We are

sentatives over to the recent '8 mday.r:a lmc)lt ";:H mt::t

bye election campaigns, and ° UeMPpOrary e W

during the conference, thejr ©mergence ol a paolitic
current, which will become

parties were held in a Glas-
gow Ranger's supporters club
decorated with recrultment
posters for the UDA,

RADICAL

Well it's hardly traditional
Conservatism is it, but the
question Is of course does
it have any significance ?

Some will be quick to
point out that there Is actu-
ally nothing new about ex-
tremism in student politics.
It wasn't that many years
ago that it seemed that the

niversities and lytechnics
s po ® ANDY TYRNE

they can see that as long
as the Irish revolution has
not been won the English re-
volution cannot be fought,
and 50 are as anxious to see
it defeated, as we are to
see it victorious,

OUT OF THE CLOSET

Surely if those kids could
get a good look at the sor
get a good look at the sort
of characters that they are
politically  aligning  them-
selves to, It would do more
to put them off then anyth-
ing that we could say or do.

| suppose that we must
just live in hope that the
Libs raise their passion and
enthusiasm to such heights
that they feel moved to
come out of their closets,
take their politics onto the

were packed out with left o0t e Genorai Pinochel  pw Botha streets and give us all the
wing radicals, who were just oppotunity to pay them our
as uncompromising with their respects in  time honoured
politics, Experience showed AND THE SORT OF OPLE THEY . fashion. Oh God what a
that within a few years of PEOPLE THEY ADMIRE dream.

BULLY FORYOU

Pick up a newspaper any day of the week, and you can
bet your life that you will find in It at least one case of
a violent attack on someone somewhere, Violence, whether
it be another child murdered, another pensioner battered
and mugged, or another battle on the terraces, is rarely
out of the news these days.

DOMESTIC

There is however, one area of our society in which dozen
and perhaps hundreds of violent assaults are taking place
every day, and yet you will rarely read about them in the
news, Several people die every year from these atracks, and
there are numerous cases of broken bones, vet even though
in many cases the assailants identity is known to many
people they usually go completely unpunished. These attacks
that we are talking about are those that occour behind the
doors of family homes all over the country. Attacks that
are usually reffered to as being cases of domestic violence.

TYRANTS

In almost every case, these attacks are carried out by
the husband/father on his girlfriend/wife. To get a complete
picture of what causes these attacks, vou would probably
need the services of a psychiatrist, but it seems pretty
obvious that soclal factors are involved, There are noticably
more cases of domestic violence in families on low incomes

Some men turn into tyrants inside the house because they
are meek and insigniflicent outside of it. For some it's a
case of frustration. He may work all week In a job he
can't stand having to be subserviant to a boss he hates,
His wife/girlfriend just happens to be the nesrest person
to lash out at, Drink of course also plays a part. There
will be many women anxiously watching the clock approach
closing time this Friday and Saturday, wondering what sort
of mood he is goning to be in when he gets home,

The question that you may ask s Why do women put up
with it ? Well of course not all of them do, but of those
that do there must again be many reasons. Some stay and
stick it out for the sake of the kids, reasoning that any
home is better than a broken hame, Some may be scared
of just upping and walking out on the only life that they
know, however bad it may be, Some are in such mortal
fear of the man that they are afraid to do anything that
they think might provoke him. It is not unknown for men
to track their wives down to women's refuges and attack
them there,

OSTRACISED

One of the worst things of all about the whole syndrome
is that people who know about it neighbours friends etc
don't say or do anything about it because they think that
it's none of their business, This |s absolutely terrible, It
isn't something that vou can just ignore. Any man who is
known to be systematically battering his wife, should at the
very least be ostracised by the whole community, Personally
I think that he should be dragged out and given a good
kicking. If someone was known to be involved in racial
attacks, that is what the response of most people would be.
| don't see why it should be any different. Cowards like
that deserve a dose of their own medicine,

COMMUNITY

Even though as we have seen, there are social factors
that contribute to these attacks lets get one thing straight.
They in no way form any excuse for them whatsoever, Any
man who uses his physical advantage over a woman to sys-
tematically assault her Is the lowest of the low and de-
serves to be treated as such,

As soclalists we stand for the community caring for all
who are weak and vulnerable, Women in this position are
certainly that and it is up to socialists in the community
to take up the issue and make it a community one.
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ORDERING THE LAW

"l think from a police point of view that my task in the

future, in the ten to fifteen years from now the period
during which | shall continue to serve, that pasic crime as
such - theft, burglary, even violent crime will not be the

predominant police feature,

What

will be the matter of

greatest concern to me will be the covert and ultimately

avert

attempts to overthrow democracy, to subvert the

authority of the state and in fact Involve themselves in
acts of sedition designed to destroy our parliamentary sys-
tem, and the democratic government of this country”,

James Anderton, Chief Constable of Greater Manches-
ter police, on BBC's question time in 1979,

Most people in this coun-
try support the existence of
the police force, Even some
who are quite critical of
them, still often qualify this
criticism with a statemem

like "Yes but you have to
have them though.

It is a quite understand
able reaction really, When
you think of some of the
things that go on today,
young children being abduc

ted and murdered, old age
pensioners  being  battered
senseless for a few pounds,
then it s not suprising that
people see a need for some
sort of organisation to pro
tect the weak snd vulnerable
in society from those who
would harm them.Na one
would argue with that,

VULNERABLF

But does that necessarily
mean that we have to have
the sort of police force that

we have today 7 It s the
belief of militant socialists
that we do not. In fact it

is our belief that protecting

the weak and vulnerable s
not even the resl reason
Is our belief that the prot-

ection of the weak and vul-
nerable and prevention of
crime are not even the real
reasons for the existence of
the police force in this
country.

Their true role is spelt out

very eloguently, amnd from
a VEry appropriate source
in  the quotation at the

beginning of this article. The
primary task of the police
force is not the protection
of old ladies or young child-
ren, or the apprehension of
thieves and murderers, It s
the defence and maintainance
of the political system.

This is something that has
become more and more app-
arent In recent vyears, As
the worsening ecomomic sit

The law so we are always being told is @ neutral institu

uation has led to more so-
cial unrest, the police have
been

called on far more
often to leave traditional
policing duties, and to play

an obviously political role,

An  obvious
this was the

example of
miner's strike,
Thousands of police were
always available, sometimes
Just for the sake of getting
one or two scabs into work.
Even at pits where there
was no scabs and no danger
of any trouble, there were
still masses of police,

BOOMING CRIME

They weren't there because

the rule of law was under
threat, They were there
because the upper classes

wanted to see the strike
broken, and used their con-
trol over the force, to try
and intimidate the miners,

Meanwhile back in  the
areas from which all of
these police had been with-
drawn, crime was booming
due to the fact that there
were no coppers. But this
was of no concern to them,
As  Anderton said  "basic
crime” s not their main
concern

BULLSHIT
The police force was

founded by the bosses in the

nineteenth century, to pro-
tect them and their riches
from the anger of the work
ers. When you strip away
all of the bullshit that's all
that they really are today.
compuny police, Of course
they have at times served
parts of the working class
community, when it has
suited them, but when it
comes to the crunch, their

primary task is the one that
they were set up for, the
protection of the rich, and
that task will always take
predominance over all others

As the economic and
al system deteriorates
further and the
pulled maore
playing that instead of
a traditional policing
working class people are go
ing to have to more and
more be responsible for the
protection and policing of
awn communities, Now
thats a thought for you.

S0
even
police are
and more into
role

one,

their

tion that treats all in society the same. In fact there are

numerous examples to prove

that the

law like everything

else in our society is blased in favour of the rich and pow-
erful. Let's take the fiddling of public money as an example
If a working class person fiddles even one weeks dole he
or she invariably ends up in prison. When the rich are coll-

ared for non payment of

tens and even hundreds of

thou-

sands of pounds income tax, they are invited in for a chat
and to make an offer of how much they are willing to pay.

There are plenty of other examples in the work-place,
If a working class person should ever hit a governor or
foreman they are invariably knicked for assault, which can
be a very serious charge, but when warkers are injured and
sometimes even killed because a firm ignores safety regula-
tions, the usual result is & fine somewhere between fifty

and two hundred pounds,

How can we really expect it to be any different, Judges
are the ones who direct how the law should be interpreted,
and they are all unelected members of the upper class,
Then the various Chief Constables are the ones who give
the police in each area their instructions on how the law
iIs to be interpreted in that area. They are also unelected
members of the upper class, What chance have you got.

One of the

maore

couple of years,

interesting developments of the
has been the

last

dramatic increase in the

number of policemen finding themselves in the dock facing

criminal charges. As well as the well publicised cases

I:'I!‘

Merseyside copper who got seven years for kicking a drunk

to death, the five in Holloway nicked for assault

hardly

a week goes by, without news of some copper somewhere
Rgetting done,

According to the recently of the very worst examples
formed "Police Complaints of police violence in recent
Authority” there are at this UMes have seen absolutely
one time 27 policemen fac ""t:““"” taken by the auth

orities,

Ing criminal charges, as well
as nearly 200 facing internal
disciplinary proceedings.
These sort of figures repre
sent a massive increase on
whar you would have found
not so very long ago., So
what has brought this about?

Some
that it
e are

would perhaps say
proves that the pol-
committing far more
they used to.
15 true, but even
doesn't in actual
explain  the increased
ook @&t the
statistics, you will see that
in nearly every case, the
charge |5 some sort of ass
against

offences than
Maybe that
If it is, it
tact

figures, If you

ault sameone In cus

tody,

RESPECTABLE CITIZENS"

As anyone with first

experience of the

hand
police

would be able 10 restify,
this has always been fairly
common practice, and has
certainly not increased that
much In the last couple of
years., What has changed, is
that until recently, unless
you had a coachload of wvi
ar magistrate ind  other
such ""l"-i_i"' table Cltizens
i eye witnesses to the in
cident, It was impossible to
bring any harges against
a copper. But now s few at
least are being nicked, Why
Is this 7
CLEAN UP

It is obvious that someone
high up has taken a decision
that more policemen are to
he prosecuted but what s
the motive behind this 7

The police themselves and

their supporters, would no
doubt claim that this is
proof of the integrity of

the force, Evidence of the
willingness and ability of
those in authority to pursue
snd punish those that step

aut of line,

But il that were really
the case, if the aim of this
operation was really some
sort of clean up of the pol-
lce force, then we are enti

tled to wonder why some

ORGREAVE

The miner's strike for in
stance, where there was
overwhelming  evidence  of
numerous cases of police

malpractice - who could for

get the occasion when a co
pper  outside Orgreave, was
clearly filmed repeatedly
battering a fallen picket
over the head with his trun-
cheon. Then what about the
attack on the peace convoy
at  Stonehenge last  year,

Dozens of police were open
ly attacking the
and smashing up thelr equip
ment,

I your aim is to clear
up the paolice force then
surely I even more im
portéent to lamp down on
such incidents of mass vio
lence than it Is on individual
cases, Even if you were to
nick only some of those in
volved, 1t would be a clear
indiction to all other « opp

convoayers

Alive, John Mikelson the only black Hells Angel in Bri-
tain, and sixty seven year old Henry Foley & retired pension
who carried @ bus pass wouldn't appear to have a lot in
common, They do now Both died while in police custody.

In the case of Mikelson it wasn't just a case of whether
he was hit only once as police clsimed, or beaten repeated-
ly as cleimed by witnesses but the undeniable fact that he
was allowed to lay for over an hour and a half in an un-
conscious state without any officer summoning medical att-
ention. He never regsined consciousness and died from his
Injuries. Seven police officers have been suspended pending
the trial,

The police officer who kicked Henry Foley to death de-
nied any knowledge of how he got his injuries, He was
found guilty of manslaughter and got seven years,

It is high time an enquiry was launched to Investigate
the callous indifference displayed towards the fate of these
"unconvicted® detainees, rather than just writing it off as
the excesses of one or two officers. Fxcesses that are all
too often explained away by defending barristers, or by in-
quest verdicts influenced by a less than partial judge or
coroner,

When the case does result in & guilty verdict, opportunist
politicians are often quick to jump In to deflect criticism
by looking suitably solemn and quoting the old "Bad Apple
in a barrel” theory, which means that e N case is treated
as an independent and isolated incident,

It should be remebered that between nineteen seventy and
nineteen eighty three, there have been FOUR HUNDRED
AND EIGHTY FOUR isolated incidents just like John and

Henry's.

ers, that such behaviour
will not be tolerated,

Yet in all of

these 1nei

dents and many others like
them, not one copper has
been arrested. So  what we
seem to have is @ strange
sutuation whereby on  one
hand the authorities seem
to be trying to stamp out
police violence, and on the
other hand actively encours
ging it. So what is In fact
going on 7

The answer is quite simple
really, The real targert of
this "purge" is not so much
police violence but indiscip
line, The real crime rthat
those coppers who have been THE SORT O IMAGE. OF
arrested have committed is THE POLICE THAT IS | AST
not so much that they were FADING FROM MEMORY

violent but that they did it
at the wrong time when it
was un-authorised,

It is not that the authori
don't  want
who are violent
do. But they want
be vialent when
them to be; On
sions
knows
Knows

ties policeman  force.
because they

them
they tel
those occa

each and every copper
that heé can act

that he/she ca
45 violently as .
to with total impunity. There } e g i the .;
that the
will take am
because having

because it is they

Lo do it,

act
they  want

IS no way authori v arh daine ke b

ties action,
given them
who have
told them

SACRIFICI ely .'

When « oppers tart doing
it off of their
15 different though, Vielence nat : oViie
i% by .'!g-ll,[;-."\n nt L
and If It
of hand it

own bat |t

character
began to get ut

could actually pla

A BIT MORE

LIKE TODAY'S REALITY,



In George Orwell's famous book sbout a vision of the fu-
ture in a totalitarian state, "Nineteen Eighty Four" Britain
is referred to as "Airstrip One". In the light of recent
events, this bit of political philosophy appears unerringly

to a. fic ' Kent,
of public spending noted that there had been an eighty five cleaner on the punishment block, an obvious step up from miadh
per cent increase in spending plus a four hundred per cent  his position as editor of the young NF paper "Bull- T ———— R ————
imldo Ithhnmwhtﬂdummm.:hmdmfd , It also means that he Is segregated from all the
" not believe that t is any compar area of pu- other prisoners, which to us sounds remarkebly like bel y "loone of
lic expenditure, which has seen :.r.-h a dramatic inc:oue" on "Rule 43" which is used to protect prisoners in fear 'Z? }n":“,,',“m;“‘;,:‘:;“‘g{“gf‘%“fm:‘f ﬂ'h“,y']hv':n :m.::
Was she referring to education ? Public Transport ? The  sttack slating for throwing money away on days out for thousands

National Health Service

? No, Give up ? It was the prison
service of course, and a

more appropriate indictment of and for financing groups that support
rd

of people at festivals,
lesson from the

the community. They could learn a good

! PPN SRS e m;lm? m .ﬂ';:‘ t&?’*’:uw ':it!; straight-foward and sensible actions of the Department for
e T UsS. attack on Libya. The government majority on the issue the Enviroment, who spent nineteen thousand pounds on en
in the House of Commons, was one hundred and nineteen, ~ APril fools joke, or the wife of Tory MP Tom F’_“z‘m

who gave seventy nine grand to a Mr Mainwairing
to save him from Satan. It was good to see that the DHSS
were also on the ball, During the coldest February for thir-
ty nine years, thirty seven of their four hundred and fifty
one offices were still refusing to give out the "exceptional
severe weather payments”. Meanwhile hospitals filled with
pensioners suffering from, and in many cases dying of
hypothermia,

Mr Max Hastings, recently appointed as editor of the Daily S uih
Telegraph, was quick to re-assure readers that there would
be no enthusiasm for the likes of Gey Lib in the columns
of his paper. He did however plead for more thoughtfull and
provocative letters. Sure enough, the following example was
recently received and printed, "I am 88 and have a lot of
time on my hands. So for the past two winters [ have kept
a single house fly as he is company. His name Is Freddy
the Fearless. He too reads the Daily Telegraph. One day
he fell Into the milk". Thoughtful ? Provocative ? Yes old
Max certainly has & job on his hands.

Throughthe post

The pages of Red Action are open to anyone to write
in sbout anything that they wish, but please keep the
letters as short as possible write to
PO BOX 158
HATFIELD
HERTS

"What right does the US have to murder and massacre
people, as a reprisal for the death of a sargeant in a bro-
thel in West Germany"
Nicaraguan Ministor for the Interior
Thomas Borge

\

And now here's the answer to the star prize quiz that
appeared in last month's Red Action. The answer to the
question, What two things are pink and furry and cannot
move 7 was as most of you guessed correctly, a pair of
cuddly toy flamingos, and not as @ few sick minded individ-
uals suggested, Mrs Tebbitts slippers.

WE ARE
.RED ACTIO
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In 1976, a scare story about an Asian family being housed
in a hotel caused headlines such as "Scandal of £600 a week
immigrants" (The Sun) and helped to create sn atmosphere
of racial tension that was exploited by fascist groups. Ten
years on, in Leicester recently, a similar scare story has
been created by Tory councillors, in an attempt to divert
attention away from the Tories disasterous housing policies,

yiiag. bul ot for
Bave (o pry meny

"Home on rates - at £118
a night" was the headline
in the local paper the "Lei-
cester Mercury". The story
about a local family being
housed temporarily in & ho-

TAX CUTS

For me and thousands of

tel, even reached some nati-
onal newspapers, prompted
by the fuss kicked up by
Tory councillors and a Tory
MP, The family just happen-
ed to be Asian. The result
was a flood of letters from
a number of white residents
claiming that they were be-
ing unfairly treated, or list-
ing their own housing prob-
lems, and claiming that the
Labour controlled City Coun-
cil were responsible,

DISCRIMINATE

For the Tories, it was an

easy way to divert atrention
from Lelcester's REAL hous-
ing crisis - 10,500 people
on council house waiting
lists, and some 33,000 homes
in need of repair (I live in
one of them) The family
concerned were just another
victim of the city's housing
problem, but they were pre-
sented almost as though they
were the cause. The fact
that at any one time around
30 people have to be put
up in hotels in Leicester,and
that the City Council were
doing no more than carrying
out the duties Imposed on
them by the Housing and
Homeless Persons Act 1977
was completely ignored,
It is not the case (as some
appear to believe) that local
authorities discriminate In
favour of black people, That
is lllegal under the race
Relations Act, yet an ama-
zing number of people In
Leicester and other places
believe that it's the case,

All that local councils
have sald, is that they have
equal  opportunity policies

which operate REGARDLESS
of & person's race or colour,
Certain daily papers would
have you believe otherwise,

others in Liecester, the hou-
sing problems are caused not
by homeless Asians, but by
outs in  government support
to the local suthority, Some
£20 million worth, which
will now end up as tax cuts
for the rich instead,

The housing problem in
Britain is not caused by
immigrants or any ethnic

group. There is no shortage
of houses in the UK., You
can go all round the country
and find houses for sale
everywhere, The simple fact
is that homes are too expen-
sive for working class people
to  buy. But rather than
point this out, the establish-
ment and it's media prefer
to try and set working class
people against each other
or against councils that are
even slightly progressive,

ILLOGICAL

No one should be conned
by stories of homeless jmmi-
gramts being the cause of
the housing crisis. Nobody
ever talks of immigrants
taking cars or stereos or
whatever from white people.
It's just as illogical to say
that they are taking homes.

The workers build the hou-
ses and they are taken by
the bosses and sold off for
profit, Decent housing should
be a right for everyone and
the only way to get it, is
to replace the profit based
system with a housing policy

on people's needs,
Only by returning homes to
the class that builds them

will our needs and rights
be served.
A. Mercer
Leicester

Red Action has always covered a small number of issues
such as Ireland, recism/fascism etc, very well and compre-
hensively, and many other important |ssues like womens
rights, South Africa, nuclear matters and many other sub-
jects with equal vigor but noticably less detail. The reason
for this is that most of the articles in Red Action, are
about issues nearest to the hearts of those that contribute

them. This Is not unreasonable.

There Is one subject how-
ever that has never been
mentioned in the paper. It's
something that other left
groups criticise us for, and
people [frequently lose res-
pect for us when we're wit
nessed at demos, gigs, par-
ties ar where-ever, That
subject is Gay rights.

PUBLIC EVENTS

As far as | am aware,
there are no gay members
of Red Action. Neither are
there any vehemently anti-
gay members, It is not un-

comman though, to hear
people in Red Action call
each other "queers" or

"poofs" quite jovially. If this
isn't bad enough, it is often
done when strangers are
about, at public events and
demonstrations,

People | know who are
gay, have sald to me that
they like a lot of what Red
Action does and says, but
judging by the behaviour of
some people selling the pa-
per, they could never active-
ly support it, We are losing
potential support  because
some of us are on occasions
behaving just like the "Sun"
would like us to, This cannot

be excused simply because
it is a common attitude
among working class people,
They've always persecuted
homosexuals, | have not done
enough to combat these atti-
tudes within the organisation
because frankly !'m afraid
of being ridiculed In fromt

<put this right 2 1 doubt If

of a crowd, God knows how
someone who is gay would
feel.

So how do we begin to

a serles of workshops or
working committees would
be much use, as 1 doubt If
many people would bother
to attend. Neither would |
as most of them are pretty
boring anyway. As | said st
the beginning of this letter,
there are no rabidly anti-gay
members of Red Action des-
pite the attitude that we
sometimes convey, | believe
that if we stop Iinsulting
people without realising It
in the way Iin which we
sometimes do at present, we
will gain further respect and
support. It is possible to su-
pport the IRA and fight fas-
cists AND BE GAY.

IMAGE

Sexism, especially this kind
of sexism, s devisive and
just one more weapon of the
ruling class against us, Peo-
ple have been sacked from
their jobs because of their
sexual preferences, and often
their union will offer littie
support, because of the big-
otry or inexperience of union
officials in this kind of situ-
ation. This is a problem we
must face and fight, even
though it may lose us our
"macho” image in some
people's eyes, In my view,
nothing could be better,

J+ Hicks
Welwyn Garden City

Therefore oo one groep of progh cah vay exactly what thet wiiety will be ke However. there are
certaln features thet wopld hove tn e prevent i society . brfote we mould comvider giving up Ihe
sruggle lor woialive

PUBLIC OWNERNSHIP OF THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION: Ouly this will crente o b
wherrby the whole of sociely con collectively decide bow e to employ all of i Foun,
mechasicsl sod humen. be his way wasielulinra . wheiler by the prodociion of wcialh swirs
thiags. or by ralorred ideacss of machinn or warkforce sould be d W heo oll reource

CONTROL 00 SOUITALINT SO0 TY: In capitniini sotiety all of the mstitulions ol wrisl
toniral — srmy police farce judicien - srv run sad ded by wark iy ol the
wpptt clawes The mujorisy of prophe Ruve Do Wiy i ibeir sppoiniment and av cnatinl uver their
scvioms Wo brieve thai in & irsly socialind socinty by aerd 1o pakicr prople s il evemivalh die
swny. Whatveer Torm of weisl conital may br aecrusry eabil kel wage v reseted, sll of i
represeniatio s ol by clecied by and subiect 10 diumivasl by e LT
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