When all the threats, | Article 51 permitted the right
deadlines, ultimstums and |of "self-defence against {uture
lnsults are cownted wp, |attack®. Yet in the case of
America's brinkmasship against |Iraq, which has aonexed a
Irsq since the lsvasion of pisce of its former territory
Kuwalt will count as the most |snatched by the British in the
prolonged and intense rebearsal | heyday of Empire snd dubbed
of actual war is the history of | 'The Kingdom of Kuwalt',
modern conflict. these rights have been
Wby then, has Bush been | witadrawn, It follows that,
carryleg on like s man who |basically, it's OK for the US
doesn't know his Baghdad from |to wse force to invade whoever
his Cairo, being totally unable it sees fit; but i snyone else
to communicate the not only | doss it, the US will attack
the ultimate ‘'necessity’ of | them. To add insult to Injury,
military action, but also the | when the International Court
transparent  dithering  before | fined America for unlawfully
Imp=lementing it? mining the harbour  of
US  Presidents bhave not Managua, Nicaregua's capital,
previously indulged in such | the US government refused to
virtuoso displays of | pay. This is being called by
procrastination. President Bush,

In 1064 the CIA quickly "standing

fabricated the 'Gulf of Tonkin'
incident to sell the Vietnam
war to US domestic opinion.
The Invasion of Cambodia was
simply kept secret. The
marines steamed into Grenada
and Panama without warning.

principles regarding the

against  agression
against those who would use
force to replace the rule of
law",
Given this level of cyniclsm,
why dida't American forces
just steam into Iraq months
ago and damn the
consequences If they felt It
was that vital? Above all,
if the entire UN is supposed
of the Panama Invasion, the | go have suthorised action, why
US ambassador to the UN s

claimed that Article 51 of the running everything?
Charter gave the US the right Fundamentally, because none
to use "armed force to defend | of the alleged war aims of the

At the time

our interests", When Libya | 'alljes’ justifying military
was bombed by the USAF | intervestion in the Gull are
Washington  claimed  thet | the real ones, Nor does the

umbrella of cold war ideclogy
any longer automatically cover
the role of global intervention
asssumed by the US.

All commaentators have
maintained a dublous silence as
o why Ssadam's explicit
threats against Kuwait prior to
the August lavasion were

sllegedly not taken 'seriously’,
and in particular, how it was
that no-one spotted  the
prolonged and massive Iraql ironically enough by Husseln
military bulld=up alony; the | himself after the Iranian

Kuwaitl borders prior 1o the
August lnvasion. The US, as
we know from the war itself,
have satellites that famously
can count the fleas on a dog
crossing @ Baghdad street.
Yot, the story goes, the US
Intelligence establishment was
'caught by surprise’ by the
actual move into Kuwait. This
s In
addition, since the end of the| Kewait provided the perfect
Col War and the | trigger. The US/UK
Gisintegration of the Russlan | establishments have offered a
political and military | whole range of reasons why a
opposition, the US has plainly | war should be 'inevitable',
been looking to switch anti- betraying the fact that they

revolution, has taught the US
8 thoroughgoing lesson,
want done, do It
mmll..-m:' pretext for
intervention in the Middle East
on & massive scale (following
the humiliation of small-scale
actions such as the landing of
American Marines in Lebanon)

was vital,
Seddem's °

Warsaw pact forces to a more | are making them up as they
productive theatre. There is|go along, and that they
none more than the | themselves do not find any

Middle East ly.ag as it does,
on top of ol reserves vital o
the futwre of all the

nations. The
surrogate policemen employed
by the US In the region, first
the Shah In lIran, [followed

single one of the arguments
they offer compelling. Nor
can they explain why, when
virtually every country in the
world has voted to condemn
Iraq, the war s a blatantly
American operation.

with the active connivance and
material ald of both the US
and Britain, Not to forget
the armisg, financisl and

To take these alleged
arguments one by one. They
have sald that a war had to
be fought bacause no
aggression against & small
u'aniln |n\= can be d | tertitorial wer of sggression
to pass unpunished. That's a
laugh. Overlooking us
aggression against Panama,
Grenada and Nicaragua In
recent history, the US has
consistently supported  the
territorial aggression of ity
clients and allies such as lsrael
In the West Bank and Golan
Helghts and the destruction
and clvillan massacres of the
1882 Invasion of Lebanon,
South Africa's defiance of UN
resolutions in Namibla over an
entire decade (sanctions have
been given 15 years to work in

== CRIME AND

On Monday 18 September after a week-long trial
Green Crown Court 3 members of Anti-
found guilty of violent disorder and Grievous Bodily Harm
with intent. They were jailed for a total of 11 yoars. The
charges arose from an incident involving one Nicholas 'Nicel'
Crane after the Bloody Sunday commemoration In Kilburn last
year,

at Wood
Fascist Action were

PUNISHMENT

Crane, a 61t heavily tattooed skinhead, was spotted in the
vincinity as the march (often a target for fascists in the
past) was breaking up, Suspecting some skullduggery, he was
challenged by some anti-fascists leaving the area. After a
brief scuffle, Crane ran off. Shortly alter, he was again
spotted in the back of = taxi, heading back into the area.
Once agaln he was confronted and this time a serious [fight
broke out which resulted in Crane being knocked unconscious.
All 3 were immediately arrested.

Crane's career as a neo-nazl organiser stretches back to 1978
when he led am attack by 200 skinheads on the Asian
community around Brick Lane. In 1980 Crane was branded as
'worse than an animal' by a judge at the Old Balley when
sentencing him to 12 months for an unprovoked attack with a
bottle on a black family waiting at @ bus stop. During the
19808 he did another di years for politically motivated and
violence related offences.

In between prison terms he was & member of the British
Movement's Leader Guard, a National Front activist, and most

recently a leading spirit and head of security for the neo-nazi
music group Blood and Homour.
Nobody, lesst of all the prisoners, would deny that the
offence was political - what Is equally clear is that the
verdict and particularly the sentence were political as well.
Throughout history to be effective In fighting the fascists
ually mesns bresking the law and always means rejecting
{;l power and legitimacy of the forces of law and order.
Thus the actions of the anti-fascist street (fighters will
always be seen to be dangerously radical In the eyes of the
state, especially when It involves a form of behaviour, l.e.
physical viclence, which the dominant culture avolds and
condemns In everyday life on the part of everyone except
itself,
In ber summing up the judge, who was jewish, stated that In
t opinion, the actions of the anti-fascist defendants did
damage to the rule of law and as a consequence carried
the greater potential threat to the status quo. "Though we
might find the political attitudes Mr Crase repellant,
severthelems it is your actions thet will cause them to win
and then we bave anarchy.”

that case), and most

monumentally, the 'forgotten’

genocide of hundreds of

thousands In  East TimorJA few days before the inva-

committed by Indonesian troops § sion the US ambassador

= Wwhich persists to this day Glaspie (above) assured
Saddem "We have no opinion
on your border dispute with
Kuwait"...Incompetence or
@ trap?

S0 In the same week as a pimp got 6 yosrs for beating a

woman with a hammer, David, a 21 year old Irish bullding

worker with a clean record, was sent to prison for 3 years,

Tony, 22, a hospital porter, and Mark, 24 and unemployed,
got 4 years aplece.

There is no legal basis for appeal and because of the nature
of the offence, little liklihood of parole.

The prisoners made no apology for their actions then nor do
they do so now. What they do need, and we on their behall
ask, is for your support, political, moral and financial.
Financial support in cases of this kind is of course mandatory
and something that at the end of the day we In Antl- Fasclst
Action guarentee. All donations to help them or their family
are grateflully received.

What Is perhaps even more important in the long run, with
the fascists once again limbering up across Europe, is that
they receive your political Support: are seen to get it, and
that you or your organisation are seen to be willing to give
.

ANTIHFASCISTS JAILED!

PLEASE

GIVE YOUR SUPPORT!

BIRTHD A
TONY
DAVID
MARK




to the high profile
adopted by the BNP. In
the area, At opprox 11.30
Fascists who had been dis-
persed by the arrival of the
anti-fescists  lsunched an
attack, Four  anti-fascists
and three members of the
B.N.P.  including  Richard
Edmonds and Tony 'cucumber’
Lecomber were arrested and
charged with affray.
At the public meeting former
Dockers leader Micky Fenn
pointed out that the only
Way to stop the ILN.P,
spreading their int luence
"was (0 meet fire with fire®,
Labour M.P, Mildred Gordon

pointed out that the |2,8% |Problem, racism, reflected

of the vote achieved by
the BNP. In the St Peters
ward was deceptive. In fact,
as the composition of the
area was roughly

and 50% Asian the
vote in reality
one in four of
working class vote,
The following statement from

AF.A. was read-out at the
meeting.

by

-

Anti-Fascist To help
founded In 1985, AFA's
Statement was @ recognise
confroat the on this
'Wdeolgically and be made
the streets’, response
problems and we ascoept
history, we believe tha our own
has made @ difference This Is
that we have remained true over »
our promise. project
-1mummmm
tows of Bury St. Edmunds, a
Wruﬂmu-h
publicly hemiliated, its | and
organisers so discredited, that | their
It proveked a split in the |source
Natiosal fromt itself, The | suggested.

§
é
|

STAB HIM,STAB HIM!

At the beginning of October, | arrived
1880, 5 members of the BNP's |station
Glasgow branch were found meeting had ended,
gullty of GBH, assault, and]the meeting were advised of
Breach of the Peace, Amongst | what
thelr  oumber was  BNP's | told
Scottish organiser Eric Brand, | make for the pub’,
and  their Glasgow  youth | their
organiser lan * * Jelement decided
Macmillan, They are still on [for the pub regardless of the
remand awalting reports and |SWP and
sentencing. At least 2 are [these was an Asian comrade).
expected to recelve custodial |As they passed the
sentences. who by now had retreated up
These charges related to anfa
attack cerried out by 15-20 taunted and
fascists on an SWP public fwith the BNP's usual mindless
meeting in February. The Jdrivel.
Nazls who had been staking fsome mindless drivel of their
out the meeting for more than |own,
an hour, marching up and down them;
the street outside. As the lground and were swa.ped by
meeting of around 60 SWP |the Nasis, Eventually only one
members and supporters fbecame the BNP target, after
dispersed, 2 SWPers were set 'doing'
upon by the fascists and ooe |rascists himself.
of them was badly besten wp I H
requiring stitches to bead and windscreen of a car, hit with
face Injuries. bottles, bricks and sharpened
Had  the SWP  organised Jorienta) stars. The [asclsts
themselves properly, they could | ware shouting 'stab Mim, stab
have avoided any damage to him',
themselves, and Iindeed, could |stab
have inflicted a bit of damage | Scottish organser Eric Brand,
on the fascists. Instead, os is fwas stabbed twice on the legs.
%0 often the case, they relled J1r a1l sounds quite dramatic
upon the state to do the work Jand
of the ‘revolutionaries’ for | However,
them. The end result being & commotion, less then 20 yards
'vietory' of sorts for the away,
opposition. members of the SWP rooted to
The SWP had been aware of the spot, watching one of their
the  fascist presence but Jown having the shit kicked out
clected to call the police who of him!
(surprise  surprise) had not| screams of a ocouple of women
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members that unnerved the
nazis who then broke away.
The SWP's ‘'saviours', the
police, then arrived and It was
only the BNP's lack of
knowledge of the area that led
to § of them running straight
into the arms of the plod!
The SWP now talk of their
'light with the fascists in the
courts'! which sums up their
position, in as far as putting
faith In the state and Its
abllity to desl with the nazis
goes!

What they conveniently forget
Is that 2 of their own
members have also been
charged as a result of the
fascists' counter sllegations.
Can they expect any different
treatment to the BNP when
they appear in court? SWP
witnesses were phoned at home
by the BNP and had death
threats made against
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the bus laid on to ferry children to
without fear of racial sbuse.(Spring '89).0n April
"any asian careless enough to be walking the streets
h who walk from Whitechspel to Bow after

[Secure ind glass,an asian boy at the window of
0 temporary school in London's East End
5,1970,'The Observer' claimed that
alone at night is a fool” In '91
d o'clock consider it to b

themselves and their children,
family had BNP
'theoreticlan’ Harry Mullin (25

CPl) sitting in & car outside

On this occasion the [amily
were terrified and decided that
the 'advice' of the SWP was
Ineffectual and called upon us

local anti-poll tax group) for
We explained exactly
how we felt the fascists should

When 2 of us arrived
préepared for action, we were
greeted by about & members
of the SWP who proceeded to
lecture us in the middle of the
street about when violence Is |COUPIe of weeks later, the SWP
organised  folntly with the
say, their presence had alerted |Scottish Aslan Action
Committee (SAAC) a publie

Attacks = Drive the Nazis off
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without so much as an angry
word being exchanged.
We felt that our Anti-Poll Tax
ngs could be under threat
ly because of the
presence of the SWP) from the
BNP. S0 the nest night we
organised a group of about 15
people prepared to defend our,
public meeting.
To our astonishment, and
without consulting us, the SWP
had telephoned the police and
asked them to provide a
presence In order to 'protect
the meeting'. Needless to)
say, the police spent morel
time scrutinising our comrades
and (riends than they did
'protecting the meeting'. Al

meeting entitled, 'Stop Racist

In their eagerness to

*-muh——m_wuuum

however, centered on racism
amongst teachers In schools
and avolded completely the
need to conlront fasclsm on
the streets. They even tried

the discussion, although
pressure from us forced them
to call me = then they booed
and hissed when | raised the
question of physical

meeting, we were continually
wanting to discuss with us as
However, the local SWP
leadership acted quickly, and it
wasn't long before we were

hearing of discussions at SWP)

The line on us very quickly

Streets'. The discussion

liberately to keep us out of

onfrontation, Alter the
pproached by SWP members

result of the obvious
afusion in thelr ranks,

ranch meetings taking place.
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smash
o It
we
We must attempt to polarise
the whole the working
class, Asian, Black and White
B e o, %
Justice .
Identify Isolate the
fascists fellow
travellers, divide and
sub-divide only two
visible are left
- one and the
other anti-racist and anti-
Inovitably AFA will be
AF, accused
our political opponents of
:--.un-u.u.h
our experience confronting the
politically does .
not proveke an
oscalation in viclence; rather
the reverse. Mnm
dealing with us they oot
fisd time or enthusiasm for
harassing anybody else.
In any case, we are not aware
that the policy of
appeasement, turning the other
cheek, keeping your head down
ote advocated by the police,
some left-wing

|
i
11

proved such a  spectacular
sucCess.

Tower Hamlets has the highest
mtio of race attacks bn a
country where it is estimated
n attack ooccurs every 284
Winutes. It is only in this
Grea of Londom that the
BNF/NF are allowed to operate
openly. R s oot »
coincidence.

Rt is AFA's first task to
highlight this hidden epidemic
and then with your help oco-
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and we were accused
of 'squaddism’, 'terrorism' and
wanting 'gang warfare' by the
same people who only a few
weeks earller had been |n
conflict with the official party
line.

It was smazing to ws when
several mosths later we read
'We Are BNed Action' and
discovered that the 'squaddist’
argument was sbout 10 years
oid!

We  then proceeded, or
stumbled, towards forming a
genuine Anti-Nezi organisation,
Together with mailnly anarchist
and Republican elements we
established 'Glasgow  Anti-
Fascists' (GAF). Un-
fortunately, this was short-
lived (although it can be
revived) due largely to the
'hippy lberalisn’ of the
anarchists. Apart from Class
War we found the rest of the
anarchists to be soft and
lacking in any serious
willingness to take on the
fascists. lostead, they wanted
what amounted to a slightly
more left wing version of the
SWP line in leaflet and poster
campaigns.

For uws, the whole polst of
GAF was to forge & real way
of confronting and Isolating
'm -2 --’Inyud the
'campaignitis’ of the left.

As | saild, | don't think that
all is lost as far as GAF Is
concerned because of the
willingness of CWF and other
individuals to collaborate with
us on future projects - this Is
something that needs [further
discussion,

(Glasgow R.A.),
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on to the 'Crum
prisoners in Long Kesh enjoy
'civilised conditions’, .
the authorities
the '81 hunger,

after

Dedicated "To the people of
Greater Ballymurphy and the

where”,
Barold's book states clearly In
the Introduction,

i

il

within One square mile who
have been central to resisting
British rule In N Ireland for
the last 20 years: and tells it
from both his own ressarch
and experiances of living as @
community worker In the area
between 1872-8 and through
the eye-witness accounts of
the people themselves. It s
this approach that makes it a
book that tells its story, for
once, through the perspectives
of the working class
men/women lavolved and this
made it a very forceful and
inspiring read for me and
would, | believe, for most
readers of this paper.

Baroid covers all the key
issues of the last 20 years In
8 comprehensive but simple
manner, explaining around each
issue the role played by the
British, loyalists, Dublin
government, Church hilerarchy
and middle class Nationalists
led by the SDLP in their
attempts to neutralise, isolate
and defeat the IRA and INLA
and prevent the working class
from organising them-selves
independently.

Another success of the book Is
to show the role played by the
entire community in opposing
British rule and therefore
avolds being tagged like so
many other books  that
concentrate on the armed
struggle, as elevating or
divorcing the guerrillas [from
the community and placing
them, on purpose or otherwise,
in an 'elitist' role. What the
book does is show wup the
analysis that many left groups
such as the SWP and Militant
for example hold about the
situation in Ireland to be
disgusting or Just plain
lsughable (depending on your
temperament) and lllustrates
that the conflict Is every bit
as much of a peoples' uprising
as the struggles In 8 Africa,
Palestine or El Salvador.

But as | have sald much of
the book's contents comes
from the memories of the
people themselves, telling how
one of Europe's most notorious
areas where people were sent
to live as a last resort was
galvanised by the struggle into
a staunch and proud stronghold
that became feared and hated
by the British forces.

Some of the parts of the book
are quite brutal in portraying
the suffering of the Nationalist
people and leaves the reader
in no doubt that the
emergence of the IRA was an
inevitable symptom of the
troubles and not the cause of
them.

"Ope of the most harrowing
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“BO” GIBSONS WAR”

book

review

BALLYMURPHY AND THE IRISH W,

————— ' [ARAN DE BAROID
the bestings, bhe couldn't| when be died, Bo wouldn't
operate. Over the sext few|leave the grave, we had to
days gasgarens set in, and he | drag him away. And he was
died 13 days Ister...Our men|in every riot. You know the
weore murdered in the streets, | way, over bere, dogs get their
you know, they were shot|proper mame; so he was 'Bo
down ke dogs: and there | Gibwon.' And you mever seen
wasa't one, not one, to get wp (@ riot on television except Bo
and say.* (Mary Murphy). Gibson was in the middle of
In 1877, the families bereaved |it. He used to chase stones
by the 'Manse' killings had | thrown at the Brits and bring
thelr cases heard In Crumlin | them back again. Then one (8]
Road Court In Belfast. Mrs |day there was @ riot dows at
Murphy  was  offered  the | Divismore Park, mear Murphy's
princely sum of E250 to |estry, and somebody chucked o |doing the 4 minste mile wp
compensate herself and her § |eafl bomb - I think maybe it | towerds Glenalina Road. Lucky
children for the loss of a|was the first sailbomb ever | for Herbo, the mailbombd blew
husband and a father,  She [thrown - and Bo went after it. |up before Bo caught wp with
told them to keep It. Mrs |[What happened sext bas been |him. That evesisg 'Dunne's
Teaggart, who was jeered |described by seversl bundred | Guerillas’ gave Bo a military
outside the courtroom by the |witnesses snd several thoussnd | funeral.  The cortege was
soldlers who had killed her [people whe heard it second- o guard of
husband, received not a pesny [hand. Herbo's dog cought up | bomour in black berets sou
for hersell and her 10 |with the safl bomb just ms it |dark glasses, followed by a
children, landed at the edge of the |large crowd of yousgste:s.
After countless attacks by |military lise and tursed back | The last post was played aod
Loyalists  on Nationalists, |for the Ballymurphy ranks, tail | Bo was laid to rest in Herbo's
burning them out of thelr |wagging asd fuse spluttering |beck garden. 'You know what
homes, while the army stood |away. As It trotted towards | bappesed thea' Herbo says,
by, "IRA = | ran awsy' was |its master with the trophy, |'The Brits came along thet
daubed on some walls in |everybody started to scatter, |Bight ssd dug him wp for
Nationalist areas. On 27 June |diving over walls end in | foreasicsl® *
1970 this was all to change |through bedges; and FHerbo |Just as books have been
when the IRA  ruthlessly | took off at » gallop. The last | written telling the story of
defended their people in the |thing  thet most  people | struggles in Africa, central
small Nationalist laves of b was the dog |America etc, so "Ballymurphy
Ardoyne and Short Strand | breaking Into a run, and the and the Irish War" will get to
against Loyalist pogroms, and | flesing Herbo, casting fugitive |join them as an historical
killed 8 of them, This marked | glances over his shoulder, | Focord of a risen people.

8 turning point and from here
onwards the IRA grew into one
of the most effective guerilla
armies in the world with a
close relationship with the
community , illustrated in
passages such as the following:
Verstappen
Annemieke

Dutch fricads of
project had seat 4
postal oders for E150 each
from their fund ralsing efforts
ia the Netherlands.
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Throughout the book however,
it shows that despite all that
is endured by the people, and
the fierce resistance, there ..
slweys time to look at the
funnier side of things, such s
the story of 'Be':

need ever ask themselves, |s
no e 7 The stion i Do we make
8 difference?
Without exeption, we believe that the honest and

Objective_answer can only be: No, we do not™
An analysis and solution to the ne crisis
afflicting Irish soliderity work in Britain, 50p plus
postage.
BM Boas ¥
Landon WCIN T

a1l Aty Imprrsalists and Reguablacs

anited frony
1§ which s 4
sLanidema

setting ot the hackground as
suppont this iniistive, we fou
the questie
whethet they beT
already an
it a0 hone
i a4
fous contained in this document andw
Aabit i o review in amy of their publicasions, ehiher |
nternal A pretiminary n
held m London
Yeurs Frodpmally For turther details
Red Action Nativns] Cowncil. §ung poy 17, Landen WCIN IXX

Red Action is an organimtion founded by working class people to work for
the furthering of the cause of Socialism

Membership is open to all who accept our politeal principles and pay a week-
ly subscription Every member has an equal vote on all Red Action policy and
descisions.

Hmhwwmuhmuﬁmmnw_ymm
become a supporting member. This does not entitle you to vote, but you
wiil receive:

I. A free subsription to the newspaper.
z.ammmuuummd«u.m
on in the organisation.

3. Notification of any Red Action activities in your area.

The cost for this s £20 for one year.

Subscriptions to the paper are stil available separately, The cost is £5 for
ten issues. Please remember that producing a paper is a very uneconomic
:ﬂuwmnﬁnprwmm#nmﬁommw
Al chyques and postal orders should be made payable to ‘Red Action’

LONDONBM BOX 37 WC1N 3




attempt to identily a single
cause for this weakness, yet
amongst the [ectors that have
resulted In this state of affairs
must be counted the question
of organisstica. Reflected In
the inquiry int» the desirable

party will ever be correct In
its perspectives and responses
all of the time, It is vital that
discussions, dissent, and even
factions should be actively

organisation of @ soclalist | encouraged, not marely
party in contemporary | permitted, by the constitution
conditions, must be questi of the organisstion wp to the
concerning class compesition | point where the Im=
and the objectives of such a | plementation of policy and
party. action demands unity.

The left in Britain exhibits
three main forms:

- an organisation that bases
itsell  primarily on the
production of & newspaper and:
other propaganda, denying that

Natiosal policy must therefore
ra decided by a majority vote
of all branches voting
independently, but where all
branches are equally bound to
carry out the policy which
results from this decision-
making structure.

distinguished his views [rom

those of Blaaqul, who believed
that a tiny band of dedicated

revolutionaries  could  selse
power In the pame of the
working class, by Insisting that

the party had always to work
in ways that linked it to the
He rejected individual
a8 a revolutionary
Lenin summarised his
centralism In this way:

Lenin always made it plain
that he regarded this form of

it forms & ‘party', such as

"Militant! The necessity of some form of
- an organisation that is| contralism extends to the
composed of el ts united | 4 tic  Impl

In @ 'Federstion', such #s| the majority will in matter
Class  War, where individual | policy, yet cannet be allowed
hranches or local isatl to supp y of
ire autonomous in the sense of | branches to oxtent of
forming  and  Implementing | regulating the internal election
independent policies as wel: as| of officers, delegates etc,

in the election of personnel

= finally, organisations that
claim to be structured
according to the principles of
'democratic centrallsm’, such
a8 the SWP,

Aost soclalists, certainly those
supporting or sympathetic to
Red Action would reject the
idea that any effective party
genuinely related to  the
working class can be satisfled
with the production  of
propaganda without part=
lcipating In effective action In
‘ulfnr areas in the form of an

organisation.  ldeas developed
In a political vacuum, that are
not  generated by  direct
political practice, inevitably
remain abstract, sterile and
detached from reality. For

respectita o each branch.

This eloment of 'federslism’' Is
essential in limiting the power
of the centre in ensuring that

the majority will of the
branches is genuinely expressed
by the central structure. This

would not be the case If the
centre were able to appoint Its
own officers, delegates etc
within each branch.

DEMOCRATIC
CENTRALISM

Does this amount to describing
Red Action as a 'democretic
centralist' organisation? To
sngwer this question, we need
to look at the circumstances
and disputes of the Russien
Social De ic Party in the

many who astyle th Ives
socialists, this Is onot a
disadvantage but a blessing,
since it relleves them of the
necessity to engage iIn the
frequent Inconclusivene:s and
tha Inevitable difficulties and
'Iriction'  Ideas encounter In
the  practice sccompanying
political commitment (which is
often productive or even
indispensible in  converting
abstract concepts Into concrete
proposals).

FEDERALISM

Red Action rejects the
federalist option, belleving that
the centralised, united

exploitation of a class requires
a centralised, unified response
on the part of the exploited,
It is not acceptable that
individual branches of an
organisation should be free to

decide autonomously on
matters of policy and activity
without regard to the

decisions of other branches of
the organisation. While there
will always be dilferences of
consclousness and  emphasis
amoogst  sections of the
working class, its Interests as
an exploited class  are
universal, and therefore the
policles and activities of the

organisation or party that
claims to represent it, must
always ailm at Incorporating

that unity or universality both
nationally  and internationally.

This of course, since any
organisation is  historically
situated and determined, will

prove impossible to achieve In
practice - even  genuine
revolutionary organisations will
to some extent be limited by

unconscious  prejudices and
distorted perspectives. The
assumption of a  uniquely

'‘correct line' or monopoly of
revolutionary wisdom cannot be
justified, though even the
tinlest groups on the British

early years of the ceatury,
where the term first evolved.
In the absolutist, police-state
conditions of early ninetesnth

century Russia, balore the
revolution of 1005, Leain
elaborated an ultra-centralist
theory of party organisation,

His reasons seem to have been
the following:

a) that, as he put It, the
demand that the party should
be made more accessible to
the masses meant In the
particular circumstances that
Russian Social Democracy then
faced, making It more
accessible to the police. The
average life of party branches
before the police suppressed
them was at this time three
months, (] the poiat
undoubtedly had some objective
validity.

b) he denied that "the labour
movement pure and simple can
elaborate...an Independent
Ideclogy for itself®. Workers
left to themselves would
develop mo more tham a
'trades union' comsclousness, le
fight exclusively for limited
and immediate economic gains.
"Class political consclousness
can only be brought to the
workers only from without®, by

lon as speciflic to
conditions prevalling et the
time be wrote. Nonetheless,

certain objective trends were
evident to contemporary
critics, Including Trotsky, who
wrote In 1804:

Committes substitutes itsell
for the organisation;: and
fisally @ single ‘dictstor’
substitutes himsell for the
Central Committes.”

Rosa Luxemburg, whlle
recognising the unfavourable
coanditions of poiitical
absolutism and economic
backwardness ur.der which

Russian Soclal Democracy had
to work, wrote an article for

‘lskra' criticisiog Lenin's
conoeption of the party
entitled "Organisational
Questions of Russlan Soclal
Democracy®. She lsolated two
principles of Leninist
centralism:

1) “the sherp asccentuation of
the distinction of the organised
troops of explicit and active
revolutionaries from the
uporgainsed,

|

i) “"the strict disciplise sad
the  direct, decisive and
determining intervention of the

organisation®.

She concedes that there Is "a
strong tendency to centrallsm
Inherent in Marxism®, and that
a8 Marxist party represents
"the totality of the interests
of the proletariat as a class,
as opposed to all partial and

group Intecrests”. For the
same reason, she opposes
lederalism, Yot Leain's
conception is fundamentally

flawed because It substitutes a
mechanical and external

:ompz.:;h;! 0‘:,";’““']:;";’ relationshlp between the party
Intellectuals. Y and the working class, and a
g mechanical model of the

evolution of working class

o) lackieg s conscl for the more

ideclogy, the workers would be
unable to launch Independent
revolutionary activity except
where guided by (]
revolutionary party

d) he belleved that it would
never be possible for a
revolutionary party to consist
of the the entire working class

since such @ party would
inevitably be reduced to a
form of ‘'tallism' - being
restricted by the  least
advanced elements of the
class.

From this prescription a party

complex reality:

It follows
importantly,

"spart from the geseral

principle of struggle, there s

o ready-made,
detalled set

that, fjust s

23

of a centralised power.
Luxemburg summarised her own
conception of socialist
organisation in this wiy:

"s ‘'sif-cestralsm’ of the
leading stratum of the
proletariat: it Is the rule of
the majority withls its own
party organisation.”

She also objects to Lenin's

'discipline’. It is true that
Lenin at all points in his
career svemed to regard the
discipline of the factory or
even of the barracks as the
model of socialist discipline,
whereas anyone who has
sctually worked In a factory
knows that the routine slavery
endured on the production line
or under & foreman Is the
product of domination by an
exploiting cless and  has
virtually nothing In common
with the values of a socialist
soclety. Moreover, in
Luxemburg's view, it Is always
the logic of objective events
and the spontaneous reaction
of the working class to them
which leads, and the subjective
logic of theory and the 'party
line' which follows: hence any
party organisation is lnbereatly

tive o lati to

He called wupon the party

mass action.

CLASS
COMPOSITION

It is notable that Lenin's own
conception of the party and its
organisation was "rev-
olutionised' by the events of
1805, He acknowledged that
the composition of the party
had to change to Incorporate
worker elements In place of
intellectuals and that the
entire base of party
membership had to be
broadensd to the extent that
existing party structures were
shattered. By 1806 bhe
described the Russian Soclal
Democrats as & "mass party"

with a more “loose" and
"free" organisation. Ha
further had to acknowledge

that, in 1005, “"the proletariat
sensed sooner than its leaders
the chenge In the objective
conditions of the struggle" -
that the working class was
alter all capable of
spontaneous revolutionary
action. The authority of the
Committes was
At the Bolshevik
Congress  of 1905 Lenin
declared that:

be put
stating
of

that

recognised”,
that this "implies universal and
full freedom to criticise, so
loag as this does not disturb
the unity of a definite action”.

to work to "make
the local organisations the
principal organisational units of
the Party In fact and not
merely In name". The right
of factions to exist was not
merely recognised but fought
for; at the 1805 Bolshevik
Congress it was resolved that:
"the Minority now has the
unconditional right, guarenteed
by Party rules, to ocate
views and to carry on an
ideclogical struggle, so long as
the disputes and differences do
not lead to disorganisation”.

seen that the
of "democratic
evolved [rom a
revolutionary response to
revolutionary circumstances.
§tlll, doubts about Lenin's own

It can be
doctrine
centralism”

commitment e democratic
rather than centralist
procedures  remiin. As

Luxemburg argues,
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There is overwhelming
evidance in the perlod
following the 1917 revolution
that Lenin did belleve both
these propositions and that ia
those specific did

his utmost to put them imto
practice, with disasterous
consequences for the Marxist

tradition. It is Important to
be clear that he only did so
when the possibility of mass
working class power within a
workers' state had faded.
There is no evidence that he
desired the substitution of the
party for the class: only that
he tragically belleved that the
party could substitute Itself
for the class In conditions
where the exercise of power

by @ genuine workers' state
was not feasible.

The lessons remain for
socialist organisations today.

Both tactics sad objectives are
defined only through the class
struggle In action; there can
be

n0  abstract  party
perspectives and party lines
laid down In  advance.

Participation In existing mass
campaigns within the class Is
the only way to develp
political awareness and

class as a whole and not solely

to some notional ‘advanced
section' or 'vanguard'. Power
must flow democratically and
accountably from below. N

'central committee' or
'control commission' can have
the right to vet and direct
members and thelr local
organisations. There should
be no ‘closed' meetings or
tribunals. It is an illusion to
suppose that omniscient
committees or cadres can
maintain  the  'purity' of
revolutionary doctrine by
substituting themselves for
mass consclousness and
objective conditions. As

Luxemburg remarks:

The wutmost effort
made to break down the
barrier between the militant
and active party cadre and the
non-party sympathiser: there
should for example, be
categories of party membership
available open to those who
are not able to become [full
members. The publications of
a revolutionary organisation
must be careful pot to address
fssues In & manner comp-
rehensible only to its own
membars or other committed
activists.  Integration within
general working class culture
is essentlal If the organisation
is not to become detached
from the class it represents.

Finally, soclalists should
beware of making a fetish of
constitutions and  structural
mechanisms or believing that a
rigorously-worded constitution

must be



1 consciously created an entire
there are different levels of |; litical sub-culture in their
awareness within the working [own image and likeness.

class, s0 it Is self-evident that
s revolutionary workers group [In a country lke Britain where
will only attract the most [even in 1991 60% of the
advanced elements, and so will | populstion still leave school at

s0 1 atimes increasing
NG THE Mouw . n“““’ ml‘u' w
sudent and ex-student strata
b ve consclously and

A revolutionary soclalist party
must be composed of working

eesssssssssss—— | class members - anything else
Is a sham or a sect. It must

mmb ::.,::::::‘s :.I,.,;;mlrm:‘"“"':n:; be by definition @ minority. |16, the dominant culture of
appeal. The structure of any But it is the minorities who |the ‘revolutionary’ left I8
group like the structure of any have made history as in the |predominantly middle class
ME soclety, is responsible for and past; It s the few who will | reflecting the dominant culture
defines the status, rights and have the courage to take theif | and values of tre very soclety

places at the front, the most |i: |s meant to ubvert. As @
consclous, purposeful part of |consequence Its initiatives tenc
the class who form the |{o pe short term, short-sighted

responsibilities of the
individual within its confines.

*The Central Committee had

the power to orgenlse all | For that very resson the political wedge and through |and shallow with a marked
partial committess of the | attitude of @& revolutionary | whose example the entire | absence of stamina allen to
party. It cas also determime | organisation to Iits membership broad mass of the working |and inadvertently Inhospitable
the composition of the | must be different In this class is pointed "towards it [to the working class and s

respect to all previous or historical tasks at every step” | culturs aid values.
existing political Institutions. (Rosa Luxemburg), who will

|
il

and Liege to Tomsk and shape history In the [uture.
Irkutsk; it cam give them its | For Instance the division of | The very reason for the|To first re-build and then
ready made rmles of local mental and manual labour | movement's existence s to|retain he  working  class

character of the re:olutionary

inherent in class soclety must | provide both & focus and

|
|

ssd recomstitute thess local | NOt be carried over into the | coherent platform for our | soclalist movement, ‘here can

groups by decree and (finally, socialist movement and | aspirations and the necessary be no room for the phoney,

In this way, it can Indirectly sanctified in the revolutionary | cutting edge to advance the|the careerists, the

influence the composits of party. Neither can it be | interests of the class a sa or the self=promoters.

the highest party sutbority - accepted that the bureaucratic | whole. Yes a genuine

that of the party Congress. type discipline and authority | revolutionary class would bef .

Thes the oceatral committes | ™POsed on the workers by the | part of the revolutionary ecause we are dealing in a

appesrs a3 the osly active | COPIAlist system be simply | vanguard within the class when ["t"’"':' maneer with a specific

clement of the party, and all transferred from the boss class | the class as @ whole is| nstitution this must I):! given

other organisstions simply as to some new ruling elite | advancing, but it ke institutional form. Therefore

the tools which implement its within the party. recognises that it bas the .‘:::"':l"upr:"“""' of I":"‘l"

are C! B

Inter par n a revolutionary | $ 3

The tacit P “: "“..u' .nd; “:?:,21::,::“:: rearguard to prevent headlong "',:"" orige.  Fot ""_' o

underlylng  the  contiswed | , flight when the clas ST IR . v
gitators, organisers or general s Is In] orociude Siom S Anaaets

support for the Leninist theory | nropagandists etc It must now | retreat rather  than  Just| onvitlement o & legate

of the party is this: that the | 1, regarded as both a| Produce abstract propaganda. representation on the counci
socialist  trassformation  of | ‘presging  necessity' and @ It must also understand thet| .i u hranch exclusively |;u‘u.

primary duty to [acilitate the | N0 revolutionary party can| ,,..q of srud am
i e ¥ dents, For the same
ready mede formula oOf | development of the working | ®*Pect to constitute the entire | rouenn, no oranch would

|

be

::Qﬂlt les ready made I8 | ;jags membership intellectually | Y@nBuard when the class Is on| ocanted of which two-thirds
pocket of the leadershlp | 5 well. It is in this way that | the advance due to the sheer| ., jeas; did not consist of
sod which for first the | the mass of the class will | Yolume of recrults, nelther In| . 0 jaboyrers, clerical "
revolution and then soclalism | come to know what we are | fetreat due to mandatory | p.p,0) : ; =

to materialise needs only to b® | fionting for, In addition to | [r@mentation, confusion and
implomented esergetically In | ynderstanding what we are | O¢spair. Therefore to advance

currently fighting ageinst. Not | the Interests of the entire
class, sectarlanism and its|This is not to exclude
sterile 'one party only' | educated and progressive
elaments of other classes (who

only Is Internal democracy
But in reality there cem be mo | Greatly enhanced with a

blueprint for the revolution | membership capable of making | Advocates Id be outlawed
can defest objective, historical | the needs of a contemporary | before the lutd The | od d and Independent | Dut in any case will becom: 'fa” e S e LR L
factors, As Luvemburg puts | working class socialist | bivepriat csn oaly be drawa wp | decisions with distinct virtues [ fedundant. class) :""!“ " the ’9‘-""'l15'
it: . other than a passive obedience novement, but in recognition
organisation. It Is not the | by the participsats after the P No political collective can | that it Is the very power of a

"It s mot the text of a| phrase itself that ls significant | revolution , but s things | to duty, but as a direct result 2
sense and | (indeed It may be profitable in | constantly chesge the amctual| it will forge an entirely new ever expect completely by its ::"“ :'a".':"!m';“:t:' m“m ";;';
aam a am,

statute but the
spirit which are bought Imto | present  circumstances  to | revolution itsalf having | strata of organic Intellectuals | own efforts to command a :
that text by the active | discard it): It s the putting | changed reality, them of coursa | (Gramscl) who can articulate monopoly on the truth, As | the oOther way around. When
fightors which decide the value | the principles which it contains | the formuls Is slready out of | and rationslise the potential revolutionary minority it s | the level of struggle Is low
of an organisatiossl form." into practice that Is the key,|dste. Its resl valse s In| for dominance of the working Red Action's duty to first set |llke now  the drlit by
So when all constitutional and | Certain groups, the SWP among | demonstrating the truth or | class from which they have | an example and by so doing | Itellectuals  toward the
organisational questions have | them, claim to be operate otherwise of the besis on| emerged but in which they | advocate a harder road for the | WOking class drles up, an
been settled, the crucial | 'democratic centralist! | which it was mede. Theory is | also remain. The production [ majority. A democratic | Slisnment at any time by them
element within @ socialist | structure, yet certainly do not | based on practice and In tura | of Its own leadership by a | structure where power flows | ¥With us only serves u &
party remains its class | manifest this in practice. It | serves practice. The value of | class is at once evidence and from the periphery to the | Measure of our i
compositios. Policy and action | s no secret that s number of | 88y theory is caly determised [ the vital contribution to a | centre, ensures that when the independence, self-esteem and
must be determined throughout | the founding members of Red | by ocbjective Impartial results further raising of Its self- | situation arises, we fullll a ambition.
the organisation not by | Action left the SWP precisely | In social prectice, and oaly | esteem. This development | complementary duty to copy
Intellectuals or other kinds of | in protest against that | sctual prectice cam be the | itsell being a necessary pre- and support a more effective
'specialist," but by consclous | organisation's actual blas In criterion for truth. condition and an (indication | strategy set by others than m'm CLASS
and active members of the | favour of centralism above that the replacement of the | ourselves. From this lollows
working class. democracy. Red Action cam rule by the minority in the | the acceptance by us that the

claim luy be the r:uult of at the revolutionary | |nterests of the minority is not | vanguard of the class will at|So why the working ?

left in Britain on that basis, only Inevitable but perhaps | all times be made up and fed The answer has nothing

T .
The conclusion must be that, | correcting that imbalance It sot oaly can it be sald that

despite having been discredited | is only on this basls that the jeg | with loealising the worke T

even Imminent. Praising an| by many different tribut

by the working practices of | historical inability of the left | they falled over the last 70 | aconomic study by a working | and currents. That political | such, it does not depe
contemporary left groups, the | to relate to the mass of the | Years but they bave folled | class tallor Marx made the | pluralism will exist within any | regarding workers as
‘democratic centralist' model, | working class can eventually miserably. point that: subsequent proletarian | clever, courageous f
of the three described above, | be overcome. "Before the proletariat wina | dicatorship. This is the only | humanitarian than t
approximates most closely to So If the lesdership, scademic | jts victory it amsousces the [ guarentee that truth will never peopla, nor (s it relevant that
or otherwise, of 8 | coming of its rule by a series | again bend the knee to power. | wWOrkers often follow

F.

Gordon

revolutionary  growp n:‘ 80 | of iutellectual victories*. reactionary  movements
losger to be rega ® | In the meantime they serve leaders and do not show a
omnipotent or Infallible, I it| the movement as the lNTELLECTUALS instinctive empathy wit
is sccepted that the real | ideclogical counterparts to the progressive causes. They ar
jsgents of change are mot the |, organic Intellectusls among the | The  Marxist concept  of | @t least as capable of beir
pens of theoreticlans but the | top civil servants, economists, | socialism cannot be fixed in | Misled and deceived as ar
tions of workers th ¥ batristers,  architects  who| rigid formulas in any area | Other section of  societ
In a headlong asd instinctive | majority decsions can leave. | consclous of their ows self- | function as the spinal column| including that of the questions | (Including Intellectuals). oy
flight from cestralism, some | If the majority decides and the Jj interest, then with equal logic | for the existing order. This| of organisation. The | 87 filled with selfish, short
boped to find theoretical If | misority submits, bow then can | the revolutiosary organisation | then is the core or cadre, "the| revolutionary party must be | S18Nted aspirations
sot asctual ssoctuary Ia its | thet misority be heard and cannot be bullt with any | yhalebone In the corset”, the| designed specific to  the | “YOFYODE else.
o e bers g P oo confidence by decree from the | living embodiment of the| situation or period in which it r
discarding similarly discredited | The ting misority canf] top down but by election [rom | ,ltimate aim and a| seeks to develop. Class
concepts ke cadre and | continue to propagate its case the bottom up. I the real | revolutionary role model for| composition must In all cases HRIanoy ooliestivs o
vanguard party es route. 8 » fsction with sccess to an] initistive for change resMes | working class youth. Only by| be accepted as the primary | PEieo " s la principle an
TARGRArd Part) on IO o | iatorasl fourss or sewsietier,]| 5ot ot the tmp but at | s consclous preparation of the| ingredient in the development | OOt 10 the L
defined simply as free | thereby the | base, then thet is witimately | oroung in advance can we the | of @ genuine revolutionary characteristic of a wsocial
association, wheress federalism | opportunity for the minority to] where its companloss, POWer| ,oking class render ourselves | party and to advance we must group, corresponding to Its
bas always meast the right to | become the majority. In the snd responsibility, must also| ¢ (o: political dominion. lesrn to appeal to and exploit objective relationship in real
isocede’ as well. In the mid- | iaterim they are bound by the ] marinsts. The primary task all the skills technical asnd | }f¢ o the productive forces
1980s Red Actios was lsvolved | requirements of tactical wnity ] therefore is to crests @ otherwise that exiet in the | 800 the resulting social
with other swtosomous growps |0 carry ot  majority || strecture that maistains ~the VMUAHD cless. A tevolationary | Mersroky, For lsstance, it is
in the sotting wp of the | decisions. Political parties are smallest possible  distance organisation needs organise perfectly possible that
Socialist Federatios. Whilst a | created in order to prepare for || betwees the rask and file theoreticians, journalists, | individual  bank clerks  or
lowest common desominator on | orisis situations - it s ot membership and e8| For some utoplan elements on | propagandists, artists, poets librarians may be  more
o range of lssues was possible | their function to debate || fuoctioaing leadership 88d| the left the entire question of | etc to promote and project it | 29¥nced politically and mare
in theery, it rarely | esdlessly. The party is not af] between party and class. The| jgadership s unpalatable, but | political message. Communism militant ~ than  say  other
materialised in practice. debating society; it discusses 1 s thes #888| there really do exist rulers and | I8 about  the  collective individuals who happen to be
Withia any indepesdest growp | In order to resch @ decisionf] Oly @s the 'flter' for the| ryigd, leaders and led. Within | emancipation of the entire miners or bullding labourers.
federsl rights acknowledge the | and then carries owt thatl] Ideas of the membership. this soclety the origins lie in | working class thereby releasing | BU* collectively the latter are
right within ocertaln brosd | decision in  wnited fashion.l] (From the class, through | class division, but it also [for full development the far more likely during an
parameters, to autonomy of | That is the cestral resson for] the membership, to the lead- | operates within classes and potential of the individusl | Industrial  dispute to find
thought aend action for | its existence. However, ership, from the leadership | organisations. At a time like [ members within the class, themselves engaged a5 8
branches or regions, Within 8 | "unless both tactical waity sad]] through the  membership, | this when the level of struggle | Fow would deny that Britain in matter of course In hand to
Red Action that can | the right to dissent aref] to the class). While the entire | is low and few workers belleve | 1991 for the left to be held In hand combat with the forces
the right to ignore | guareateed within a politicall] membership decide oo stategy | '. the possibllity of reform, | low esteem by the working of the state. In the same way
asd policy in the interests of | not to talk of revolution, a class would he a tremendous | thet manusl  workers ses
fextbility it must be left to| revolutionary group llke RA | advance. themselves as working for the
the elected lesdershlp to| will be small and must be |Since the student explosions in | boss, many clerical workers
decide withis these parametsrs| content to be so. To dilute | 1968 which inflated many tiny | With superior Income and
day to day tactics. political principles simply to |groups such as the SWP into | Income often see themselves
recruit Is pointless. Obviously | viable national organisations,




demarcation are always
less clearly defined.

By the same token, the
working class Is the very class
ot the levers of economic
power, not by consclous
decision, but by its objective

revolutionary transformation Is
indeed In the long-term
interests of all workers, and a
revolutionary party ls a wital

conditions of exi Seen
in that light It is mnot a
guestion of how the working
class can be  decalved, | PArIY.

betrayed, seduced, bought off
or manipulated by the ruling
powers of soclety like every
other class and strata. The
fundamental point is that it is
the working class that they
must decelve and so It s the
working class as a result that
is the principal target of all
ruling class proagands. Devold
of any other credible
alternative, a revolutionary
organisation for and by the
class s the only adequate
antidote.

The basic [unction of class
organisation is struggle,
presént or potential, reality or

p in that struggle,
and of course they to the
exclusion of all others are the
The party must be
bullt, so collecting money for
striking workers and skimming
s percentage off the top for

propaganda purposes Is
permitted, indeed
unprincipled  opportunism
dishonesty Is defended

pragmatically as a means fo
this end.

Absolute garbage - and equally
obvious, totally counter-
productive as the Impression
left on the workers with whom
into contact s
and disasterous.
Once bitten twice shy. Their
'business is business’ approsch
to every campaign, which

workers and by so doing weld) broad base of the class.
mw.:lﬂ.. uﬂllhﬁl“l.dm-lj
an unblinking eye
revolutionary. m“nm
First of all must come an| fight for all reforms on the
acceptance or recogaition that| basis that 5 lashes 2 day are
for much of the time the| better than 10 lashes. To
revolutionary and the broad | simply finsist that 'worse Is
base of the class do mot share | better’, that it is 10 lashes or
lﬁnlblll:ur-:.llnﬂm-nllhil“m
then, actual | among the recipiests, who
relationship?  For instance, is| would also be the best judge
it our primery duty as| as to whether the reform was
revolutionaries to help win the | worthwhile. You  take
ml.d!:cr.l“ to ::I::umdl':mdm-a;i;hl-
ve S
g:ﬂ'f considera when
vast majority, if not all
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through crisis an opportunity
presents itsell, push the
consequences to the extreme
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Germany, the Spenish Civil
War, Hungary, Chile etc, the
last 70 years have been an era

demands an (nstant returm on

;hn'::t'.,;...CI:;:,.::::;:::“’: any Investment by recruiting | and then take everything. Not|of usprecedented  setbacks,
the fore and as a function of | arithmetically and their fly by | to understand this s not to] defeats and disasters. Within
organisation class char- | night methods, has more In| understand the only basis for|a decade, the Stalinists had
acteristios | ingly take with the ethics of the | real social change. strangled  every  Initiative,
precedence  over merely | Trotters and Arthur Daley than blunted any Instinct and finally
individusl reactions the greater | it has with the oprinciples| . ... oo that  Hke |0 the completely
the scale of class involvement. | ®poused by Friedrich Engels |y, ™ po le we|demoralised  working  class
Then In a feed back affect | 3nd Korl Marx. And just ms| "o .o O o es of short|®ntangled and paralysed oa the
class reactions can also re- | urely it is an Indication of :.m., soosomic intersst to the :lrbod wire of lln‘lh‘
shape and re-educate individual “": class  Instincts  and working class and either ignore | DUreauoracy. i Haviag
—— — - & Slov he iSWeNt SOMENS | tsrattive, they !?u lmpoad,
conclossess develops. In the denominator to dictate our

struggle to change conditions
we change ourselves.

CLASS AND
PARTY

People, regardiess of class, do
not  fight  for abstract
concepts, say soclalism or
fascism, they oaly fight for or
against ita coming If it carrles
with it some tangible benefit
or threat.

Self-interest, Immediate and
short-term, Is the practical
basis and the real foundation
for any political party or
movement. And so it is with
the revolutionary movement
and the working class. It
must be the role of a
revolutionary party to reflect
and respond to in & practical
manner the actual problems of

seen to be an
strengthen the
than the class

class

Tha growth of the
a geouine reflection of
recovery of ambition

class. Though
desperately  needs
restored this i not

good
to

if you like.

by deed" that will

must oxist  between any

BAILIFF BUSTERS

Even after a period of heavy
defeats and demoralisation,
working class people know that
the Poll Tax Is the Torids'
Bridge too Far.

It represents a transparent
assault by one class upon
another even more blatant
than the income tax cuts for
the rich or the anti-union
laws. This is the reason It
has evoked a far more unified
response [rom all sections of
the working class than previous
attacks such as that during the
miners' strike, when relatively
isolated sections were carefully

selected for the Torles'
attention.
Despite the reformist

blandishments and promises of
sections of the Tory party to
'amend or abolish' the Poll
Tax by the time of the next
election, or perhaps sometime
after that, it remains clear
that the Tories will fight tooth
and nall to retain as much of
the principle of the Poll Tax

il

hang on to the Poll Tax to the
bitter end. We must continue
to fight at avery step.

Court proceedings are still an

enormous impediment to
councils attempting to coerce
those In arrears. The High
Court, in its Infinite wisdom,
has recently ruled that
Mackenzie Friends, the system
of lay advocates for

de‘endants which has proved of
great valve In defending those
appearing for non-payment, Is
no longer to be regarded as
the 'right' of every defendant,
although it has bean
acknowledged as @& ‘'right'
since the publication of a Law
Report on the matter 20 years
ago. The High Court concluded
that the authors of the report
had used 'unwarranted
language', though no-one had
noticed during the intervenming
decades! Nonetheless, the
majority of courts will
probably continue to permit
Mackenzie Friends and given
the huge backlog of work
facing local authorities In
bringing non-payers to justice,
every possible delay and

T
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If the campalgn were to rel
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i t that can be put In
their way In the courts s
wrthwhile.

Whereas the councils won an
Important decision in the case
of Mackenzie Friends, they, in
the rson  of Wandsworth
councll, have lost a potentially

-
o

the Tories will attempt

more  far-reaching  decision

Red Action as a group must be
Instrument to
rather
struggle being
used to 'strengthen' the party.
relevant
organisations will then serve as
the
and
confidence and resolve of the
will
be
simple
altrulsm, but more a long term
than @ short term (Investment

It is this form of 'propaganda
most
quickly heal the fracture and
help restore the empathy that

revolutionary minority and the

policy on others? Exactly the
opposite. By providing
practical and principled help In
honestly [lighting for short
term goals do we demonstrate
and Improve the currency of
our stand on long term
Ideclogical ones (Le. our
support for the IRA against
the common enémy, Our own
ruling class), currently
percelved as being alien to or
sgainst their (Interests. The
lack of relevance of the left,
is principally due to Its lack
of relevance to the class.
Without our Involvement in the
former, there will be little
intarest by them in the latter.
In this way, the advanced
minority can bend the majority
to their will instead of
retreating Into an exclusive
sect or them bending us to
thairs.

I ain n powa [ ']
bailiff firms that councils rely
upon to extort the tax from
those in arrears.

Early in the New Year it was
ruled that balliffs do mot have
the power to take the property
of one person in a household
in payment of another's Poll
Tax, even If they are related
and are both in debt. Balliffs
have never taken any notice of
this restriction before, and this
ruling  should  considerably
amend their practice. They
will pow have to ensure that
any Items they take are the
actual property of the person
owing the debt - difficult In a
house containing more than
one adult.

The importance of this ruling

a sham communism In the East
and left us with the sham of
par Y acy In
the West. Despite a varlety
of circumstances, some
favourable, the Bolshevik type
party and their Trotskyite
adherents [falled everywhere,
and lke a fish in the first
ges of decomposition, the
rot started at the head and
worked its way down. Lenin's
hierarchical party was designed
to "s powerful dam"
(Lenin) against opportunism,
but Iinstead, like the Maglinot
line, it facilitated that it wes
designed to prevent.

Opportunism knows no principle
and the real threat eventually
cama not from the front and
outside but from the rear and
inside.

Other mechanisms, such
as attachment of earnings or
benefit, are longwinded,
sdminstratively difficult and
relatively unprofitable for the
council. In the case of the
low paid and those on Income
Support it actually costs more
to collect Poll Tax arrears
than the amount collected Is
worthl

i

(Paris 1989)

happened mnot because the
people falled to respond &t
some precise time to

Instructions from the revol-
utioary vanguard, rather the
reverse.  The revolutionary

:
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everywhere else the disc
Lenin o

and Trotsky have

tive, It is this, The ‘old'
2 Is not to be trusted
learly we must start afresh.

The dominant theories of
that ers always had the tail

wagging the dog, while the
alorementioned proposals
simply re-establish that the
dog s back In oconmtrol. This
development should not be
regarded as an end in itsell
but @8 a means to an end.

leadership existed in a void.

Given these conditions,

elites chose to ignore over |Direct democratic control by
an extended period contrary |workers over their own
directions from the class, |revolutionary organisstion s
This fatal flaw the existed |the very necessary practice
in their relations outside jand pre-condition for the
was only @ reflection of |[direct democratic control by
their structure inside. workers over thelr own
countries.

Without the reciprocal rela-

tionship, at critical junctions , G. O'Halloran.

when the road forked right

and left, the party already

isolated from their own

immediate  periphery  were

also totally divorced from RED ACTION ARTICLES
the surrounding but  still

revolutionary  milleu.  The | All signed articles are
head had been severed (rom

the body-by the head. The |ID@1 persons own view,

and may not necessarily
reflect Red Action

only possible outcome
sectarianism, skullduggery and
schizophrenia. Faced with the
rise of Hitler, the theory of
'social fascism' was Introduced
which made the left-wing
social democrats the mortal
enemy of all communists and
successfully divided the
German working class against

options. Most non-payers
when told by the council
that they face attachment
of earnings etc will tell themt
i Dut the threat of
understandably makes
determimoed people

The prospect of a

iiaii

if
h

If the balliffs gain even a
early successes in an ares,
news will spread anxle

£

panic _amongst the rest of

o o Sl v

® summary

* Balliffs must lnform you by letter that the debt
besn put in their bands - but they won't tell

decided policy.

fow
Anti=
courage
instill confidence in all those
determined to hold out.
key to the defeat of the
Poll Tax is therefore & gloves-
Anti=Poll Tax should

ca

Unions
ensure that every household In
thelr area Is aware of their
rights against bailiffs. The
registration numbers of
vehicles used by the Dballiffs
should be circulated - their
home addresses published. A
system of telephone contacts
should be set up to react to
any news of balliffs in the
area and anti-balliff activists
put In contact with each
other. All balliffs are total
scumbags they must be
treated as such. Let 1991 be
the year In  which this
medieval garbage Is clearsd
off the streets

by the




In the history of nnplulm
ideclogy, two names are
constantly referred to - Adam
Smith end Thomas Malthus,
Smith was the great advocate
of [ree-trade and the market
and was considered by Marx
himself to bhave been @
‘sclentific’ economist and cen
be considered as the ratiosal
face of capitalist theory, while
the Reverend Malthus has
always appealed to the seamier
prejudices and bigotry of the
bourgeoisie. Maulthus claimed
that the poor, l.e. the working
class, lacked "restraint" which
led them to breed at a rate |
which had A permanent
tendency to run shead of the
rate of the production of
resources, principally food,
needec to sustain them. The
validity of this idea as a
scientific theory has long since
been abundantly disproved by
the enormous Incremses In
productivity in agriculture as
elsewhere In the generations
since Malthus wrote. At the
bottom of Malthus' complaint,
for that was really all It was,
is the contradictory
relationshlp of the bourgeoisie
to the working class. Workers
are essential in production and
the making of profits on the
one hand, but on the other are
the object of the bourgeoisies'
fear and loathing as the type
of people who are liable to
form mobs and swamp
clvilisation as It exists In
middle-class suburbs. Workers
as @ class not only make the
privileged and leisured
existence of the bourgeoisie as
@ class a possibility, they also
threaten through riots and
revolution, to remove those
privileges. As Marx puts it, |
the bourgeoisie “creates Its
own  gravediggers”. Re-
cognising that it cannot abolish
the proletariat (Marx's term
for the working class) without
abolishing fitself, the most
manie members of the
bourgeolsie have always
resorted to the theory that
there are simply too many of
them - the problem of the
'surplus population’.
It this

It is this instinctive fear and loathing of ordinary working
class people that inspires the unity and class conclousness
of the Tores.

Derby Day st Epsom . . “_“-‘-ﬂ'

sterilised? | increased by
bottom 10% by
number of children
poverty, Ie
supplementary
has doubled.

compulsorily
Bearing In mind that you
cannot do away with the
working class entirely, most of
the flak is directed at certain
groups within the proletariat.
The mest cbvious tactic is the

living
around
benefit
According to the
Institute of Fiscal Studies, the

the
level,

Is fear and| criminalising of extreme | numbar of people living on
loathing of ordinary workiag | poverty For many years | below average incomes doubled
that isspires the| Marx has been derided by | to 10.5 million between 1878

unity and class conciousness of | sociologlsts elc for his | and 1987, Moreover, the gap
the Torles. This hatred of the | prediction  that the gop |between the richest and
working  class many | between rich and poor would | poorest groups i society has
interesting social and | expand under capitalism, tually d iderably
peychological forms. The | Recently released figures, | since 1888, the first year In
pathological hatred of the | which the government hes which records were kept. This
working class football | typically tried to suppress, | is precise the state of
supporter s an significant | show that while the real affairs that Marx predicted
example. And who can forget | Incomes of the top I\ have | that geserstions of bourgeois
Sir Keith Joseph (the one |risen by 80% from 1987 to bave demled! The
who looks like the Mekon) and | 1988, the real Incomes of the government's objective Is to
his magnificent political | bottom 10% have fallen by 6%l | turn the people who are now
sulcide in 1874 when he |Put another way, the real | 'surplus’' to the requirements
declared that the poor, being a | incomes of the top 10% in the | of  contemporary capltalism

'lesser breed' should be |period from 1878 to 1980 | into & politically and soclally

If you sre working class its because you have working class genes and not middle class

Em let_alone toffs m

WILD AT HEA

Despite all the talk of interest|dege

d-prlud ‘underclass' - the
soclologists’ term for those
they want to convince us are
‘socially Inadequate' so as to

legitimise their poverty. The
term "underclass™ In America
has already become the

bureaucratic code for "black".
The same raclal overtones are

already present In the use
Tory newspapers make of the
word. A racial elemest i
being added to the association
of and criminality.

A new dimension has been
added to the assault on

working class living standards
by the Poll Taz. The Poll Tax
alone millions of
people in this coustry who
cannot afford to pay lsto
criminals, The renewed use of
the Vagrancy Acts serves a
similar purpose - 3,000 people
were convicted as criminals, or
In the terms of the Act,
"rogues and vagabonds", last
year for not having anywhere
to live. That'll teach them to

without eating

New theorles are being
advanced to  explain  the
coincidence of  criminality
with poverty and soclal

deprivation (except crimes that
consist In mass fraud of the
Edward Ssunders type which
are simply a case of a chap
being a bit of a bounder).
Kenneth Baker and Keith
Joseph recently attended a
conference organised by
American criminologists and
right-wing British "think tanks'
attempting to peddle their
ideas over here. The theory Is
that criminality Is Inberited.
S0 I you're young, poor and
especially If you're black, you

are more llable to be a
criminal because you have
more criminal genes. M you

are class, its because
you have working class gooes
and not middle class genes -
let alone tolf's geses. The
message of American
criminology therefore Is: cut
wellare and educational
programmes because crime s
genetically determined.
Instead, put the money into
prisons and lock up the born
criminals for longer. America
incldentally, hag 5 times the
amount of violent crime
comparad to Britain, so on the
face of It, that's the last
place you would go for
sclentific advice.

Of course 'sclence' has
nothing to do with all this. It
Is simply the warped
manifestation of class hatred
and contempt for working
pecple  who  simultaneously
create and threaten the wealth
of the privileged.

It s Marz who provided a
genuinely scientific explanation
of the phesomenca of ‘surplus
population' in capitalism. He
showed how, as capitalism
advanced, firms are constantly
obliged to Increase productivity
through the use of machinery
s0 growing larger and fewer
and so reducing their need for
labour. Thus comes into being
what he termed the "iIndustrial
reserve army" - all those who
are unemployed or who work
only part time or in casual
jobs. This, be pointed out, s
an essential element within
advanced ecomomies both to

instant sources of
extra labosr at the beginning
of a boom without raising the
level of wages geserally and
to eaforce discipline amongst
the workforce at other times.
In recent bourgeols economics

it is called, literally, the
"patural rate of un=
employment” i.e. the rate at

which inflation is held steadyl

Others may regard that =
highly unnatural. The Eighties
In Britain saw ample evidence
of the working of this
mechanism., We are sbout to
see It agein In the ninetles.

rates, credit controls, export
performance aetc, the Torles
have only ose weapon mu

article
which

'Financia.
an

relations
a rare

nerate.

Toe
Times' recently contained

on labour
provides

which to defend p
profits - h‘-m-t

"City Cheered by
Unemployment” read a recent|
headline In the ‘Independent'.
The mounth of November saw
the biggest monthly rise In
unemployment since the depths
of 1981, The following month
saw Inflation fall by a full 1%.
It is no coincidence. The Tory
"miracle” has dissolved Into
this: a short party period of
unrestrained greed and
affluence for the yupples pald
for @ couple of years later by
the poverty and mass
unemployment amongst the
working class.

The Tories tell us that people
price themselves out of jobs.
But while shareholders and
managers award themselves
tises averaging 30%, and
profits rise by 20% a year,
workers are told they are to

blame for wanting rises of up
to 9\ Tories say that
workers pay should reflect

productivity - so when average
profits have been going up at

20% why are they not given
20% wage rises? But only
managments are permitted to
make this sort of claim: the
directors of Beechams recaived
increases of 151% last year
taking home [3.25 million
(though profits went up by
only 3%). The directors of
Lloyds gsve 8% to their
employees and 70% 1o
themselves, although the bank
lost E715 million last year.
Its terrifying to think how
much they would pay

themselves |If
profit!  "Sir" Ralph Halpe..
was given a payoll of 4
million plus & pension worth ES
million in the week he was
sacked from his Chairmanship
of the Burton group for
presiding over a drop in profits
of E100 million. He's mot
alone - George Davies of the
Next store group was also pald
E4 milllon to leave.

they made

Many Tories don't regard this
as hypocrisy for the reason
that they genuinely believe, in
the true Malthus tradition,
that bosses and workers are
different species, that

lllinJ:

of

"animals"
contentedly
discipline of
are
components
ideology.
reflection of
that exists in reality between
the Interests of those who own
and control
means of production, and those
who owning nothing are forced
to work for them.

glimpse Into the
assumptions of those
in running

uch publications):

i
:

i

All this Incredibly
condescending garbage s In
the middle of a ‘sclentific’

article. The views that regard
the working class as being
genetically distinct from the
civilised elements of the
population who own the
wealth, as Inheriting criminal
tendencies requiring long terms
Imprisonment and In the
workplace as "beasts" and
who labour
under the
good managers,
essential and related
of ruling class
This Is clearly &
the contradiction

all

capital and the

It attempts

to legitimise this contradictory

"The British working class is like a stubborn ox. Coax it along,
and it will be as strong as any beast. Pull its nose ring too
fast,and it will dig Its hooves deeply into the ground”.

. aminer washes away the dust after his shift at the Mardy pit in the

and unstable situation by
Insisting that there are various
spocies of people: some of
whom are [itted by nature
("genetically”) to own and to
rule (bosses), some who are
fitted only to work for and be
ruled by others (the working
class), and a "sub-species” of

can be comsidered as so much
raw materlal. This s the
Industrial counterpart of the
sociology that sees people
without money as criminal

types o genetically

criminal inadequates not [it
for anything (the “surplus
population™). It is this
Ideology which in reality
underping the economics of
capitalism, not the rhetoric of
'freedom and opportunity’
offared by right wing
propaganda for popular
consumption.

always that the
terms ‘class struggle' and
‘class war' bave a real bash

to them not oaly in the
we have towards the
olites, but also In
contempt and fear of us.

hatred
ruling
thelr



armaments supplied to to lragl
forces by their ©  own

governments.

What of the argument that the
Middle East cannot be allowad
to become a region in which
the conflicting reglonal powers
possess nuclear weaons? That
therefore, Iraq must Dbe
iavaded to & y ap e
nuclear capability?
Discounting the fact that It
was the West (In the shape of
France) who supplied Iraq with
weapons-grade plutonium in
the first place (io 1080), the
amount in Saddam Hussein's
possession Is  enough to
manufecture a single bomb
slightly smaller than the one
used by the US on Hiroshima.
The plutonium, which would
take months to coavert into a
bomb, Is subject to regular
I by an Ints lonal

the face of the poison
attack upon Kurdish villages
and other horrors

allies? While the [acts of the

look elsewhere, to the
forces behind the
to eccount
between
D e e %
resources
y of the public
tationalisations.
Fist of all, In ecosomic
& Saudi  Arabla.
supply of ofl s
Bsow guarentesd to be under
Mﬂ-ﬁ,ou:.l:
whatever
M..
R A
of W, i
aud'l.u-hrlu—
proportion of all proven
nun-.m'rh'-llnn
ecosomic r’nmmu
the US In relstion to its real
rivals In the wourld

few weeks of the deployment
(not an ‘iavasion' of course)
of US troops In the Gulf.
forther issue, of waging
against Seddam Hussein,
always  socosdary. It

fectly possible that rather

[

ald to Iraqg, and to stress the
importance of good relations,
right up until the Invasion of

i

than securing the economic
galne made, war could lpul!
them. It was therefore

i

L &
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In November. So Iraq does
not have the bomb; but lsrael,
America's client state In the
feglon, possesses an arsenal of
around 200 nuclear weapons.
Yot thers has been nothing
about sanctions or war against
lsrael - although of all
countrys lisble to wse nuclear

Moreover Saddam has, since
well before the Invasion of
Kuwalt, stated his readiness to

axis; none of them account for
either the massive mobilisation
or the unprecedented § month

a war had been
justified or necessitated by any

y all non
weapons provided that other
powers In the reglon (l.e.

lsrael) do so as well W

response.

Alternatively, are we to agree
that the purpose of the war s
to displace Saddam's ruthless
dictatorship with a demoeratic
regime, as has been alleged by
some apologists for the US/UK

sction? That at least, might}
be worth the sickening rhetorio]
about & 'just war' (in John|

Major's words) from
politicians responsible 0
having engineered the situatio
in  which Saddam sat

command of one of the most]

formidable collections 0
military hardware in the world
Are the allies in the 1]
defence therefore, of fresdo
and democracy, as Bush b
maintained? Hardly.
fighting in defence of Saud
Arabla and Kuwailt, the all
have shown themsalves willin
to risk thousands of lives
defence of  regimes
repressive,  dictatorial
Intolerant, that the 0
ready to die for them a
forbidden to

Christmas! These
are supposedly being made so
that 7% of the Kuwaitl
population can continue to
vote In meaningless elections
to keep a famlly of obscenely
wealthy bandits in power.
They are being made so that
the Saudi Royal family can

continue to lop off the hands 8

and heads of dissidents. These
Arab ruling elites are sot a

offical told the Wall Street

Journal “with a chuckle® thatl

bis son would sot have to die)
for Kuwait since, "We bave
our white slaves from America
to do that",

Finally, there is the argument
directed at Sadeam Hussein
personally, that he is such an
unprecedentedly nasty plece of
work that it is the moral duty
of all nations to bomb I
until he Is destroyed. No-on

of the ideals outlined above, it
would have been |

presence in the region under
the ideological cover provided
by the demonisation of the
Iragis. If this presesce alone
could extort concessions from

Saddam, well and good: equally|be

acceptable would be a war of
strictly limited dimensions (l.e.
the fewest possible American
casualties). With Saddam
intransigent however, the

EBANON IN 1982, KILLING
17,000 LEBANESE AND

pretty sight. One high Gulff:

UN_RESOLUTIONS,

the other UN powers Qffered
any justification for a war and
that sanctions were
perfectly sufficient to do the

would contest the truth of th
characterisation of Saddam |

Job - if the objective really
was to merely bring Saddam to

ideol | cover took on @
warllke momentum of its own.
There could be no liberation of
Kuwalt without massive use of
force, and this lavolved two
distinct gambles.

Would American cosualties be
kept to acceptable levels, and
could US and world opinion be
made to swallow the
propaganda? Hence the
extended fumbling of the issue
by Bush and his associstes
over the past months,

For, in military terms, Irag
was no Grenada or even
Panama. Even with the Soviet
threat now out of the picture
and the consequent American
hear monopoly of military
force, a quick, surgical strike
against lragi forces and the
Consequent collapse of the
Saddamist regime could not be
Ruarenteed in advance,
America In its cold war
military and strategic relations
bitherto has operated on the

principle of overwhelmingly

superior forces being deployed

either against negligible|
opposition (Vietnam proved a
mistake and the Grenades of
this world were substituted) or
to the brink of war but not
beyond - the archetype being
the Cuban missile crisls of
1863, The success of this

Strategy always depended upon
gl the relative rationality of

Russian generals and politiclans
in Oeciding that the gamble
wasn't  worth it. Having
virtually no Informed public
opinion to answer to, they
could afford the loss of face
Involved. Unfortunataly
Saddam refused to play the

game. Mobilisation,,

deployment and threats did not

deter him; and unlike the

Russians, he cennot afford to

be seen to back down within
Iraq and the Arab world

generally. The Janvary 15

like are offering their

apparently serious in regarding
themselves as revolutionaries,

lég

i

aither.

When for example, Red Action
sttacks the propaganda of the
fascists and puts forward ideas
the best way to

l

putting theory
into practice. And putting the
The Vietsam war, by coatrast, theory ioto practice naturally
saw @& reactionary power, the

US, in coaflict

g

lamations tu the working class'
an NLF victory Is of course, &
perfectly legitimate function.

thelr "support' for a war half-
conflicts are one

way round the world, without
n pausing to consider how
their words might be turned
Into action, both they and the
politics they allegedly stand
for are made o laughisg stock.

The fact remains

that i in
n-l'-.!.dlu.
remaln_insubstan: -

E

domestic opin-ion

despite months of 'Saddam =

impression summed uwp in the

Department official that
military might from the barren
plains of Northern Germany to
been Impossible to erase.
h t of the Middle East
ng turned into a zo0ne of US
military occupation.

It is encouraging to note that
US/UK propaganda,
a3 It bas been to unparalled
lengths over an unprecedented

Arabla s painfully explicit in
vote giving Bush the go-ahead
to declare war by a near even
vote of 52 to 47 reflects
Middle East, during the Suez
American ruling classes as well
@ the population as a whols - enterprise was shrouded in the

tatters of Iimperialist ideology.
little effect In convincing their . g

contradictory factors outlined
populations of the

One experienced US

now taken on a life of its own
sbout the real war aims of the

'allies’ is already widespread.
It need not be supposed that
the US/UK ruling elites bave

oaly to vote against the
984 Gulf of Tonkis resolution) policlans who propagated it,
Middle East is already seen by

coherent in all Its details
Bush's rendition over the past
few months of a man without
any grasp of what to do next
or even what had been done

populations as naked mercenary

was launched on this basis may
prove catastrophic not only for
Saddam Husseln, but also for
politiclans of the US/UK

convincing to have been just
@n sct. But the [undamental
objective logic behind the fatal
progression of events has been

The Bush administration has

knowledge that each body -bag
| will lose thousands of votes -

syndrome', the unwillingness o.r

become involved In extended

i

held back the US hawks for

i
i

The Gulf War fs crucial In

i{:

Bush and his cohorts as It was
;hlca the post-Cold War world

;
i

Demonstrations against the war
in the US are widesprasd - as

populations of the 'allies'.
London, 50,000 marched against
the war while the absurd 'Free

military and scomomic control

i
i

§

The outcome of the war Itself
be significent, but pot
decisive - the political fallout
will be the final determining
factor and far more difficult
for the Pentagon to comtrol,

fepreseats a desperate attempt
by sheer brute force to restore
and maiotaln the situation of
the past 50 years or more

resources of the
marched In Germany, 200,000

militarily for without & Spain,

Western pockets via repulsive

In Germany, opinion ::‘ corrupt local elites.

polls show 70% aginst the war;






