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A.F.A. MARCH IN
BETHNAL GREEN!

On the 10th
band the

November Remembrance Day, Anti-Fascist

Froat at

Bothnal Green since the 1930s.

Bethnal Green, in East London
has been known as the
spiritual home of the far right
since Moseley's  blackshirts
bullt a base there In the 30's.
The area around Brick Lane In
Bethnal Green was also the
scene for violent
confrontations the
National Front and the Anti-
Nazi league in the late 70's.

batween

Appropriately then this march

started [rom Gardeners Corner
whare the anti-fascists
assembled In 1838 for what

was to become known as "The
Battle of Cable Street" exactly
fifty years ago.

the Cesotaph in Victoria
organised the Dbiggest anti-fascist

10,000 At

UNITY CARNIVAL

The biggest anti-fascist event
for 13 years took place on a
sunny
when

Sunday in September
10,000 people gathered
on Hackney Downs for the
Unity Cacaival, Not since the
Anti=-Nazi League/Rock Against
Racism Carnivals of the late
'70s had this many people
turned out under the banner of
anti-fascism.

Successful 'chart' bands llke
Soho and Gary Clall's On U
Sound System played alongside
up and coming talent of bands
like The 25th of May and Five
Thirty,, while reggae, latin and
African sounds got the crowd
dancing around the smaller
stage. There was plenty for
kids to do, the beer tent ran
dry, the food stalls made a
bomb, and 40 trade union and
political groups promoted

an assertion of communal
solidarity in response to the
BNP striking a territorial claim
in a working class area. An
area, Tower Hamlets, that has
the highest ratio of
attacks In the country and
where Richard Edmonds
standing as a candidate
the general election, The BNP
secured 25% of the white
working class vote here in the
local elections last May.

It was this defensive dimension
that the speaker

action emphasised when
addressed the crowd in
pre-march rally.
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aggressive In tone and content,
had a defensive dimension, as
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‘BROTHERS FROM ANOTHER PLANET!

—BEIIIONDSEY--POST MORTEM

After the debacle

Thamesmead whare llc
tion to a provocative

British National Party (BNP)

march was led by the nose
through the back streets of @
housing estate away from the
fescists, came the Brunswick
Park bye-election (n  South
London. Those responsible for
the Thamesmead betrayal again
became involved In a series of
stunts around South London.
Their Ineptitude knows no
bounds and thelr motives
appear dublous to say the
least.

The most recent example of
this was on Saturday 24th
August 1991, An anti-racist
march called by National Black
Caucus and supported by the
Soclety of Black Lawyers,
wandered s way from
Peckham through Camberwell
along the Old Kent Road and
into Southwark P
Barmondsey. The march
sttracted some 250 people to
it. No real effort was put into
bullding for a large, principled
opposition to either the racists
and/or the [ascists who have
been operating In  South
London, The largest group
operating, effectively, In this
field Is Anti-Fascist Action,
who were neither Informed of
the march nor lavited to any
planning meetings. Juxtaposed
to the exclusion of AFA is the
invitation to the police, an
invitation accepted, to attend
the steward's mesting! These
decisions alone dely all logic!

Red Action is an integral part
of Anti-Fascist Actlon and
would have argued against
having such an event at that
time. Despite this position
AFA decided that It should
have a presence on the march
in order to have an influence
on any future  activities
hatched up by the In-
competents of National Black
Caucus, In the event the AFA
contingent was the largest to
attend. All the rumours of
various groups being politicised
and turning up en masse to
support the Initiative turned
out to be the predictable hot
alr that National Black caucus
seem to speclalise In. The
demonstrators were the same

ragbag of lefties who always
seem to attend any
demonstration In order to
tempt some unsuspecting
innocent into purchasing their
propaganda, and even worse,
suffer their recrultment

tactics. There were very few
members of local communities
present. This was a direct
result of the lack of planning,
lack of publicity and lack of
vislon that had typified the
(dis)organisation of this
demonstration.

As the march progressed, there
were constant rumours about
groups of fascists and racists
waliting on the Old Kent Road.
They always seemed to be
exaggerated, and the stewards
elther contributed to them or
ignored them, being happy to
let the march stretch over a
length that far exceeded the
numbers on It.

As we turned into the estates
it was |Immediately apparent

that the rumours were not
exaggerated, they were grossly
inadequate in describing both
the number and the quality of
peopls opposing the march.
The streets were alive with
people and groups of up to 80
volcing thelr wvery militant
opposition to the march. As If
that were not enough, as the
march reached the estates
surrounding Southwark Park, it
was confronted with complete
ates out on their balconies
and their streets, complete
with Union Jack flags, shouting
abuse at the Invaders of their
astate.

As the march started to enter
the park further progress was
prevented by a wave of some
300 racists storming across the
park towards us. This was bad,
but not as bad as a further
two waves of about the same
numbers storming across the
park to join their compatriots.
Fortunately, they did not
attack the march, However,
there Is no doubt that the vast
majority of the demonstrators
were both unwilling and unable
to defend themselves. As the
threat became more apparent
the march stewards formed up
holding hands with their backs

march was a success and that
it would bs repeated before
the end of the year. The only
success that could be
envisaged at this stage was
gotting out of the area safely.
There Is no realistic analysis
that can support the statement
that the march was a
complete and abject [(allure.
Surveying the local streets and
shopping areas in the alfternoon
and evening reinforce that
view. A and Black
shopkeepers were seen In their
shops with the shutters pulled
down and looking out into the
srea where they live and work
in fear of the consequences of
this adventure. These fears
were realised as the day
progressed and the Black and
Aslan working class residents
and workers in the area
suffered physical lnd verbal

position of the SWP is
mlly to take the soclalist
struggle to the labour
movement and  inspire the
working class then we can only
assume that the day's events
can at best be described as
the portent of a major
disaster,

British Nationalist, the BNP
paper, offered the view that it
was a victory for them and
for the working class of
Bermondsey. In this analysis
they are half correct; it was a
victory for the BNP, but It
was a clear defeat for the
working ¢l A defeat they
sulfered the hands of the
march organising committee.

Red Action no illusions
about the ts of 24th
August - it was a major
d! . it has set back work

has

abuse to th their
cars, their shops, their homes
and their bodies. This while
the  black middle  class
leadership scuttled back to
their comfortable areas.
Instead of uniting the residents
around the class, they were
split on the basis of colour.

What was the reaction of the
press to the demonstration?

we have been daing with AFA
in South London appreciably.
We realise that to

successful, any demonstration
has 1o involve the local
community both in the event
itself and in its organisational
stages. This was never done,
no attempt was made to
contact community  groups,
labour movement, political

their streets. The BNP are
truthfully able to say that
they chivvied a ragbag march
along the streets of South
London, confined to a dismal
corner of a park, contained
until they got bored, and then
pushed it out of the ares.

The concept of the march
would be described as correct
If It were to go through
working class areas and
working class estates with a
message to unite the class.
However, as with many things,
the practice needs & little
more thought, a little more
planning and a lot more than
merely announcing a demon-
stration, publishing a route and
strolling along on the march.

To effectively combat racism

and/or fascism, A full
campalgn must be launched.
Not Isclated, possibly well
Intentioned events, Red

Action's position In AFA has
slways been to argue against
the publicity stunts of
'gesture’ politics. A solitary
march cannot be described as
& campaign; Il appropriate it
can be the prelude to a
campalgn. If this was the case,
no campaign was intimated

to the racists and faced the
demonstrators - see no evil
and their is no evill

The organisers then began
demanding that the police
arrest the racists from the

park, claiming that the police
had reneged on their promises
to them. How can they
seriously expect those that
they purport to oppose to
elther make promises In good
faith or to honour those
promises once things begin to
go wrong? Particularly when it
is remembered that the most
consistent chant on the march

was, 'Who are the racists? -
The police are the racists!'
Yet another example that

National Black Caucus exist on
another planet separate from
the rest of us,

influence
when It
the roof
we were
that the

The extra terrestrial
was again displayed
was announced, from
of a mini-bus whilst
still under slege,

10,000 AT
UNITY CARNIVAL

(continued from front page)

activities, combined with our
ongoing propaganda work in
the area, including mass
leafletting of estates and
educational work In local
schools, are the sort of
activities that have already

challenged the fascists In East
London, and can start to
isolate them.

AFA argues that East London
is a classic example of a run
down working class area (hat

should In theory be a
stronghold of the left. In
reality, It Is the fascist BNP
that are picking up the

disillusioned white working
class vote, as shown by the
25% of the white vote they
won In St Peter's ward,
Bethnal Green, In August 1990,
It is also no colncidence that
Tower Hamlets has the highest
incidence of racist attacks in
the country., AFA s a united
front against [asclsm. We see
our job as contesting any
working class area where the
fascists have some Inlluence,
Isolating them and creating the
space for progressive working
class organisations to operate.
We are not [ighting fasclsm
just to maintain the ‘status

For the most part they found

it Inexplicable and chose to
ignore it. Those that men-
tioned i1, In contrast 1o
normal practice, over
estimated the number of anti-
racists, and in keeping with

normal practice, minimised the
threat posed by the racists.

The local papers opened thair
letter columns to the people
of Ber mondsey, and most
writers expressed views In
support of the counter demon-
stration and against the antics
of those who called the march.

The SWP in a paragraph hidden
away In their paper offered
the opinien that it was a
minor deleat. How minor can
we get? Anti-racists have the

opportunity to work for as
long as they need, because
they set the timetable, to

mobilise 300, and the fascists
of the BNP can work for days
to mobilise a whole working
class estate to their side. If

residents
of Bermondsey. The result was

groups, workers, or

the debacle that the march
turned out to be.

The BNP are not so naive as
groups not actively involved in
the anti-fascist struggle, like
the NBC, SWP etc. would
believe, The BNP produced
propaganda that alerted local
people and called on them to
'protect Bermondsey against
invasion'. They did not, In the
lead up to the day, play the
race card - they had no need
to. The unsubtle propaganda of
the NBC already identified all
white people in the area as
racist and as supporters of the
race attackers. The BNP had
no need of adding anything
more to thelr message until
the march started. Then they
held all the cards and were
able to pull support to them
as the controllers of the
streets and the group that
empowered workers enabling
them to exercise influence on

quo'; we are fighting for the
Interests of the working class.

However, AFA cannot sub-
stitute itsell for a ‘political
party's Being a united front
means there are many
different ideas and organ-
Isations involved, but we can
unite in action to [light
fascism both physically and
ideologically, While we alm

most of our propaganda at he
potential recruits of fascism,
In this case the white working
class, not he victims who are
mainly Asian. We understand
the obvious suspicion the
communities under attack have
of predominantly white
organisations - having been
exploited and betrayed by so
many. AFA's campaign Isn't a
six month recruiting job, It Is
here to stay, and that

consistency and resolve will
eventually overcome the
suspicions of these groups who
can then make AFA their own.

The recent gains the fascists
have made internationally,
especlally in Cermany, as well
as at home, shows there is no
room for complacency. In
particular, the success the BNP
had in mobilising nearly 1,000
people to attack an anti-racist
march in Bermondsey, South
London, shows the extent of
their potential support. The NF
have sald that they will stand
60 candidates In the general
election and the BNP are
currently considering It. This
will mean that they both get
TV broadcasts, With the
aconomy In decline and the
race card already being played
by the Torles (Negal

prior to the march, nor to the
participants on the day, nor
has one emerged In the weeks
following the march, A sure
set of signs that no campaign
exists, ever existed or was
ever planned. If there Is no
planned campaign, what then,
are the motives for the
march?

Is It that they knew of the
likely response? A charitable
view would be that they had
taken heed of our position.
The position that despite the
relatively low number of
active fascists, their potentisl
Is enormous. Perhape the
strategy was to lift the stone
and look at the maggots. If so,
no thought was given to the
consequences, and no thought
was glven to the number of
maggots exposed, nor that the
maggots might decide occupy
two stones now that they had
been disturbed. If this is truly
the reason, then it smacks of
the revolutionary tourist

immigrants), these are
dangerous times.

Unity Carnival played an
important part In bullding the
fightback against the growth
of racism and [fascism. It
galned considerable publicity
for AFA on TV, radio and in
the papers as well as the
40,000 thousand leaflets and
6,000 posters we distributed
ourselves. By appealing to
sponsorship to trade unions,
political groups, MPs and anti-
racist  bodies, we raised
militant anti-fascist arguments
with a large number of people.
While we were very pleased on
the whole with the level and
range of sponsorship, it has to
be noted that the two largest

organisations on the ‘left'
(SWP, Militant) refused to
back it or cover it In any
way.

llctlon ol pnlmcnl nctlmy -
and |

Were the motives more
sinister? Rumours abound that
NBC and the Soclety of Black
Lawyers are keen to (Increase
their state funding. Clearly, to
do this they need to be visible

and to have a high profile.
Numerous activities in the
public eye suit this strategy,
while the more arduous

planning and street level work
have too low a visibility to
attract funds.

Or, more likely, were the
motives political nalvety?
Perhaps the middle class

Isadership of the NBC and SBL
do not know how working class
estates operate. Perhaps they
did not know that the
particular estates were
predominantly white and racist
with an historical comnection
to the far right. It s
abundantly clear that these
people not  recognise
fascists, They still live in the
late 18708 and early '80s
where it was lar @ r to say
that ail fascists are skinheads
and all skinheads are [fascists.
At that time it was far easier
to take that view. Although
not a totally accurate view, it
was @ reasonable pointer.
Nowadays however, it s
Inasccurate and dangerous to

make those assumptions. The
BNP, the NF and the British
Mov nt Includes a
significant number of

skinheads. This was a major
victory in the late '70s to rob
fascist parties of the way In
to working class youth by
adopting skinhead clothing, hair
styles stc. by anti-racist skins.
The organisers and stewards
were visibly shocked that the

opponents were casuals and
numerous  when first
entered the estate, and
completely non-plussed that a
number of AFA supporters
were skinheads.

Regardiess of the motives

behind the schemes of groups
like the NBC, it Is clear that
they do not have either the
political analysis, the base In
the community or the will-
Ingness to develop a base
through grass roots work.
After August 24th, AFA
representatives were Invited to
8 number of local meetings to
debate the merits of another
similar march through the
same area. Fortunately AFA
has more credibility and more
logic than the adventurers who
want a repeat showing, and we
ware able to isolate the
supporters of a [follow-up
march. Our view is that no
more events should be
attempted without first doing
grass roots work on the local
estates and streets, and
without involving a wide
section of the community in
building for it. Anti-Fascist
Action are active In South
London and are prepared to
assist with building a campaign
with realistic and achlevable
objectives. If the lessons of
Bermondsey are learned and
translated into a workable
strategy, then Red Action
would show support and
encourage people to attend.

The Carnival also gave anti-
fascism a positive and popular
profile (good, (ree enter-
talnment with a message) and
provided a ‘'bridge' between
thousands of working class
people and organised political
opposition to fascism.
Unfortunately, It is a fact that
you would not attract 10,000
people (black and white, young
and old, male and female,
straight and gay) to attend a
rally or meeting. By getting
them to the Carnival, we had
the opportunity, through our
speakers, exhibitions and
literature, to get our maessage
across. That is why next year,
we will be organising another
Unity Carnival and will be
working hard to make the
necessary improvements to
make it even bigger and
better.



NO COVER UP

Dear Red Action

Ever since the barricades of
the International Brigade in
thirties Spain 'They shall not
pass' has been the rallying call
of anti-fascists everywhere:
whatever the costs [ascism
will not prevail. On Saturday
22nd August 1991 the tradition
was reversed, a march
organised by several black
groups (purporting, in some
cases, to represent national
hlack opinion), was prevented
from finishing, the object of
the march had been to prove
that there were no ‘'no-go'
areas [or black people, the
consequence has been to
create a no-go area where
previously the opposition had
only dreamt of having one. |
am not exaggerating, on that
afternoon, the BNP and all

those families and [ighters who
came out to support them said
‘you cannot come In here and
leave safely on your own,' and
they were right. It ls lronic
that a group of people who
have spent such a time volcing
criticisms of the Metropolitan
Police's attitude towards black
people should place the lives
and safety of black people in
their hands. Let there be no
cover up, all who were there,
both them and us, saw that
without police protection we
were dead meat. Not only
were we heavily outnumbered,
but also outmanoeuvred (the
site of the ead rally was
occupled by a very handy firm

of racists) and outclassed.
Many will disagree with this
conclusion, some from an

honest misunderstanding and/or
Ignorance of the context,
others for more sinistor
reasons.

It Is acknowladged that ‘race’
and all Issues it encompasses
has becoma an industry, and
like all industries at present
the recession s having an
Iimpact. Unlike other industries
the race industry Is dependant
wholly upon local and central
govarnment handouts, thus
those who gain positions within
It are answerable and
responsible not to black people
but to the [unding body. In the
GLC boom time many were
able to obtain grants and
consolidate  thelr  positiol
volcing cliched phrases

CRITIQUE

Dear Comrades

Thanks for the copy ol "The
making of Red Action!" |
found it very interesting

reading as did a lew friends of
nine. | have photocopled a
few copies of it and handed
them around which provoked
great interest as it
contradicted the image that
Red Action has even amongst
the sympathetic, You can also
send me tem coples of each

rarely venturing Into the real
world, It would appear that
some of these people view the
anti-fascist struggle as 'a nice
little number', on which they
can develop their own careers
and pursue their own narrow
interests. There is nothing nice

about anti-fascism, it is a
violent, Irightening and often
Isolating struggle, against

forces who have vast resources
on a global scale,

It does not threaten black
people alone, and by accepting
the fascist agenda and
reducing the lissue to anti-

racism the mobilising potential
within anti-fascism has been
undermined and the Issues at
stake  confused, Such an
attitude has enabled Edmonds,
Tyndall and the odious vermin
that wallow in their excrement
to selze the (nitiative, Every
person | have spoken to since
the day (Including the
organisers) were shocked by
the numbers that came out In
support of the BNP, more
shocking is the (ndifference
displayed by those who never
came out to oppose them,
Bermondsey will become a
symbol for the BNP and other
nazl groups, it will motivate
them to achieve the same in
other areas with a similar
reputation and social profile
(the  Silkwood  Estate in
particular and Bermondsey In
general have anclent
reputations as ‘rough' areas).
By attaching such Important
sounding names to the march,
the Image now is that black
people are campletely
unorganised and apathetic,
without ‘“backative' that |is
without the ability to back up

their words when it comes to
the bottom line. Politics, at
the end of the day, Is
inherently coercive, If you
don't have a coercive ability,
if you cannot portray L]
credible ability to project

force, whether you are a state
or a political party, then you

are weak., The consequence
then of the Auvgust 22nd
avent was o portray a weak
anti-fascist front, at a time
when all over Europe the
forces of fascism are gaining
strength.

P. A

South London

Issue will rid of

aaslly,

which 1 get

I don't want to become a full
member because I've made the
nistake of blindly Joining an
organisation on the strength of
a flew pamphlets etc before.
But also because | feel uneasy

about Red Action's policy
concerning  the Republican
struggle in the six countles.

Apart [rom the cowardice on
my part in making vold my
support for the IRA (even the
most radical and die hard

members of the local Class
War group shuddered at the
thought of putting up "For the
IRA  against the common
enemy" stickers in Plymouth).
Your attitude to comrades who
disagree  with this  policy
worrles me. | fall to see how
disagreement or agreements ls
the mark which  divides
revolutionaries from lefties. |
can ses a case for that on @
theoretical level le; lacking In
the analytical skills needed to
be a revolutionary but that
can't be the only measure by
which we judge people.

It strikes me as rather
dogmatic to  quote with
approval Trotsky's Idea of

"branded with Infamy If not a
bullet”. A complete dismissal
of alternative viewpoints on
this subject Is i) a trait of
modern day Trotskylsm and
Ii)not conductive to open and
honest debate which you so
rightly point out Is essential
for the revolutionary
movement,

| have just read the article
'The Bolshevik Experiment' in
the latest Issue which was
obviously relevant to the point
| raised In my last letter. |
thought it was well Informed
and Interesting. | think my
problem has been with the
lack of a ‘'Revolutionary
Marxist' critique of Bolshevism
(as opposed to 'Marxists' like
the SPGB and the
Eurocommunists). 1 only had
access to emotive Anarchist
critiques which repelled me
with thelr mixture of
Ignorance, hatred of
personalities and  morallsm,
Although no doubt instinctively
right it seems to me that
most anarchists  convinced
themselves that the Bolsheviks
were complete bastards first
and then created an analysis
from there! This has, up to
now kept me [nside the
Trotskylst movement.

Yours [raternally
L B

Greenbank
Plymouth

BRILLIANT

Dear Red Action
First off, I'd like to say |
agree with you lot about your

attitude towards the Soclalist
" Workers" Party. The SWP
was the first political
organisation 1 aver got

Involved with, and frankly, |
hated it. A bunch of middle
class student wankers
pretending to be working class
for & couple of years belore
they are done at Uni by taking

orders from a bunch of rich
academics Is not my idea of
fun or a revolutionary
organisation,

I remember being at one
meeting that Duncan Hallas

was speaking down to us at,
telling us how we should be
organising in Scotland. Anyhow,
all the SWP'ers talked about
him in a way that'd make you
think he was the next Lenin or
something. He was boring!

Anyway | left the SWP [eeling
very pissed off; disillusioned
and even embarrassed that I'd
aver belleved in that crap.

Howaver | do owe the SWP
one thing. Through the force-
feeding of Lenin and Trotsky |
came to the conclusion that
Bolshevism doesn't work.

'State and Revolution' seemed

alright, but, as yourselves
acknowledge, all the
"Libertarian” elements were

soon dropped once old Viadimir
lllyich and co were in power.

The pamphlet that really
pissed me off was, 1 think,
"The immediate tasks of the

Soviet Govt". Lets [face it, it
might be a cliche, but power
does corrupt - especlally if Its
put into the hands of a few
salf-proclaimed "leaders". You
don't have to look at the
Soviet Union to see that, just
look at the history of our own
"vanguards" past and present
(ag: WRP, SWP, Militant, RCP
etc, etc, the list sadly Is
endless).

going to

I'm definitely not

lump Red Action In with that
motley crue, and | think that,
from what I've read in RA
what you're dolng by re-
examining Lenin(lsm), the role
of the party, vanguardism ete.
Is brilllant and there is no way
1 will say that your way is
definitely wrong and the Class

wWar Feds way iIs absolutely
right, 'cos basically, | don't
know - only time and

revolution will tell.

Take Care
James
Galashiels,
Scotland

COMRADES

Dear Comrades

1 am an active supporter of
the Maoist Revolutionary
Vanguard. However, in recent
months 1 have become
Increasingly concerned by the
fascist  graffiti  which s
starting to appear In my area
and on picking up your paper
on a recent trip to Ireland |
found some inspiration. Our
movement, The RV as yet is In
its formative stage and so Is
not yet capable of
counteracting the lascist
threat. So far our paper Red
Rebel can only come out five
times a year.

Therelore, if you send me
around ten Red Actions, |
should be able to sell some for
you in my area, When it
comes to fascist scum, Im sure
you'll agree, it is the duty of

every true leftist to do what
is necessary to curb their
advance. When it comes to

fighting fascists we are all
comrades In arms. Red Action
appears to be the group best
qualified to do the job at the
moment.

Fraternally yours

A Robertson
New Elgin
Scotland

No-Nonsense

To: Red Action

I've been reading your paper
for the past few months and
I'm glad I've been able to
discover an organisation that I
can relate to, with a good "no
nonsense” stance Instead of
the usual pathetic dithering
from the rest of the left.
Recently, here in Liverpool,
there has been renewed action
from BNP scum to get a group
set up, and judging from the
stickers and posters appearing
round (with a new Liverpool
address) they seem to have
succeeded, and at the moment
Anti-Fascist-Action are trying

to get information on the
lascists.
Anyway, 1'd really appreciate

it If you could send me some
Red Action stickers etc: to
help cover up some of the shit
that's been appearing on local
walls from the BNP, and just
to stick up anywhere else to
get Red Action ideas across, |
look forward to hearing from
you soon!

Best Wishes
S.0'H.

Liverpool

INSTIGATORS

Dear Red Action

My frlend and | were spurred
into contacting you by a well
placed sticker on a billboard
outside our local shop.

We both attend a council run
comprehensive school of which
the teaching is of a poor
quality and the pass marks of
a bad standard. We are wvery
politically aware and have
gone some way into forming a
small group of ‘instigators'
who share similar socialist
views,

We also share similar views on
racism having both recently
partaken in an Anti-NF rally
in which both of us received
cautions from the police for
getting 'carried away'. 1 am
originally from Newcastle, you
will be suprised to hear from
the infamous Meadowaell

Estate.

We would be very pleased if
you could send us, In a letter
some information about your
Red Action group.

Awaiting your reply
B, McKeown D. Webster
Darlington

ACTION

Dear Red Action

name Is Lawrence

Dear Red Action

I've been [ollowing the case of
Sir Allan Green the disgraced
head of the D.P.P. | look
deeply into this and 1 see it as
a set up to remove him from
office, hels the man that has
referred such notorlous cases
back to appeal as the
Gulldford Four, Birmingham
Six, Bridgewater Four, and the
more recent (nstance with
political overtones, the Winston
Silcott case. Top policemen
are facing criminal charges
after ESDA tests were given
to show that comments were
added to records of Interviews
after the event.

Sir Allan Green had been to a
dinner with legal colleagues
that evening, no doubt their
food was excellent. Then he
moved on to a meeting with
the finner temple. The highest

brotherhood circle In the land.
1 think Sir Allan's immediate
future was decided at this

meeting unknown to himself.

From the Inner temple meeting
he made his way to back
street Kings Cross. En route
he stopped to buy three Kit
Kats (published Dally Express).
A man thats just eaten
excellent food buying three Kit
Kats!?! A heroin user may well
tell you he bought them for
his prostitute to chase heroin
upon. How many prostitutes
use heroin? Sir Al was
obviously a sleeze fetishist; he
could have sampled the finest
In the land!

When he was approached hy
the police woman and asked
for his particulars, he was
pleading not to be arrested.
(What did he have on him!)
Then three f[aceless men
appear to take over the scene,
taking the police woman to
one side, and then taking her
back to her police office for a
talk. No doubt to brief her on
what's she's to say. Allan
Green was allowed get
away, no charge.

to

The next we the gullible public

hear, is of Sir Allan Green's
reputation being  destroyed,
after he was observed
soliciting a woman for
prostitution by police. Sir
Allan Green immediately
resigned. Then all of his
colleagues and  associates cry
his attributes as a good
honourable man, a sad end to
a distinguished career. The
doctors give him an out,

the recent
his father had

suggesting
bereavement of

caused him to suffer post
traumatic stress disorder with
loss of concentration and
pressure in work. Even when
Lord Denning the ster of
the Rolls sald "Good enough
for him, he was an ratl" the
public would take that to
mean Lord Denning meant in
the context that he'd brought
the law into disorder and let
the team down! How quick
they are 1o forget Lord

Dennings comment in the press

Tamercen Rustern, | am an
English Turk, | am seventeen
and live in Hackney. | want to

do something In the fight
against fascism and the BNP, |
saw @ sticker of yours
rocently, so Im writing to you
hoping you're serious. Dear
Red Action, 1 want some
ACTION

Yours In the [light against
fascism

Lawrence

"POLITICS NOT JUSTIGE

not so long agol,

“What
few innocent people remain in

I a

custody, if it saves the
crodibility of our good -olice
force!" This comment of
Lord Denningh true | ngs.
In my view Lord Luooning
called him a rat, because of
the cases Sir Allan Green has
refered to appeal and the
consequences of his doing so.
Even though Sir Allan had no

option due to evidence such as

the ESDA results had shown.
No doubt Lord Denning would
have suppressed this and left
the people concerned

imprisoned to rot!

Sir Allan Green could have
told the poli woman he was
seeking directions, who he was
atc: and driven off. (As did
Timothy Parkin when he was
caught in Leeds recently, only
he was charged found guilty
and lost his appeal. (Wonder
what he didl) However 1t

faceless nen  took  over,
showed Sir Allan a  list,
containing times, dates, names

and places when he'd indulged
in prostitutes in the past. He

had no argument, no option
but to resign. He was told
that he would suffer a
character assassination, which
would be put down as due to
post traumatic stress disorder,
suffered after recent [amily
bereavement. The public would
swallow that and you'll still
have your pension. He duly
resigned and left Britain for
his villa abroad. The [aceless
men having done their job
thoroughly and removed the
non-conformist from the elite
temple brethren, He will no
doubt be re cad hy @& yes
man, who will do what he's
ordered by the [aceless men

that make their rules and play
them their way, regardless of
anything one can prove.

1 personally believe that I'm
up nst the same faceless
nen. My sollcitor sits upon an
instance of irrefutable perjury
while taking a back seat to a
rough justice nquiry. Why?
whan this Is ly a legal
He's had over £16,000
y donated by family
and associates and glven us
nothing to show for it! 1
wonder has he @ told by
the faceless that no
natter what this case must be
suppressed for political
reasons! Am | one of the few
r Denning refers to, and
prefers sen  languish in
prison roga s of innocencel
1 am beginning to think that
this is so.
Publish this letter In your
' atine, lets hear it, we
what they've done to
Sir Allan! Credit where
he w igainst a
that decides yes or no,

matter what

Kevin Whitehead

Brasside

Durham




Stalinism s dead. Trotskyism
has [flourished for masy years
in the dead soil of Stalinism
as its radical offspring -
gaining stresgth in proportion
as the political ‘glamour’ of
the Soviet Unlon and Its
satellite systems faded. Yet
the manner of the sudden
death of the Stalinist regimes

The dilemma the Trotskyite
and neo-Trotskylte parties face
is blindingly obvious, If the
Eastern bloc regimes, really
ware (degenerate or deformed)
workers' states as opposed to
regimes con-trolled by a
bureaucratic class dominating

and exploiting the workers,
then the social and political
movements which have seen
their overthrow during the last
two years are counter-
revolutionary. The  analysis
must hold that class-conscious
workers in  these countries
should have taken to the

barricades in  defence of
'their' state apparatus and its
'historically progressive’
function, They haven't. In
fact, the only disturbance in
the streets has been the noise
of concrete statues of Lenin
crashing to the ground. Under
a system where miners have to
risk  their livellhoods and
liberty to go on strike for
soap, this should not come as
a  great surprise. But in
Trotskyite circles, the opposite
Is true.

It is of course, necessary to

be clear what Is Intended by
the term, "workers' state" or
‘dictatorship of the
proletariat’ It does  not
signify, as Marx himsell was
very clear, a socialist or
communist soclety, Le, one
where goods are distributed
according to need and the

apparatus of state coercion has
disappeared. On the the
contrary, Marx Is emphatic
that a state In some form will

continue to exist for some
considerable period after a
successful workers' revolution.

It is rather the case that the
bourgeols state will disappear,
with its legislative and
executive institutions and its
'bodies of armed men'
replaced by entirely new
proletarian forms which Marx
recognised in his lifetime in
the organisation of the Paris
commune of 1871. Importantly,
he recognised the Paris
Commune as 'the dictatorship
of the proletariat' without the
statification or elimination of
private property in the means
of production. During the
ralatively short life of the
Commune, the working masses
did not collectivise or
redistribute private property.
Nor did the Bolshevik party on
assuming power in 1917
immediately nationalise
property though at that time

it certainly fulfilled the
criteria set out by Marx for a
workers' state, The essential
factor in compelling

recognition as a workers' state
was the institution of effective
mechanisms of workers'
control in both the political
and economic spheres.

This may seem fairly
elementary, It makes clear
that the regime that emerged
from the Russian Bolshevik
revolution in 1917 was @
workers' state. An article in
Red Action no. 60 'The
Bolshevik Experiment’
axplained how, by 1821, the
workers' state had degenarated
Into a form of bureaucratic
totalitarianism = still a highly
unpopular view amongst the
British left. Trotsky himsell
condemned it as 'ultra-left'. It

is not suggested that the
degeneration of the regime
was inevitable or even pre-
ordained omn an [deological
level, As Victor Serge
observed:

OTSKY - THE

"It is often said that 'the
germ of all Stalinlsm was in
Bolshevi ot its beginning'.
have no objection.
Bolshevism  contained
many other germs - a mass of
other germs",
The specific circumstances of
Russia's situation In the post-
revolutionary period was to
determine  which of these
'germs' was to develop and
which were to be stifled.

Well, 1
Only,

The matter Is complicated
first by those sections on the
left thet attempt to postpone
the crisis of degeneration to
the time of the defeat of the
"United Opposition’ and
Stalin's programme of agrarian
collectivisation and [forced
Industrialisation In 1928, and

second, by those who [follow
Trotsky's analysis, developed in
1936 In  'The  Revolution
Betrayed' according to which,
despite the horrors of
Stalinism, Russia never ceased
to be a ('degenerate’)
workers' state.

It will be argued that
Trotsky's own theory and

practice as developed both in
his periods in power (1827-23)
and In opposition within the
Bolshevik party (1923-8)
demonstrates his commitment
to a bureaucratic, centrally
directed party organisation
(the Bolshevik party and within
the  Bolshevik party, the
Politburo/Central  Committee)
as the [nstrument of socialist
construction and control. In
addition, it will be argued that
he systematically neglected
and eliminated wider
of th
proletarian control. Trotsky's
defence of the Stalinist regime
as a progressive workers' state
can therefore be seen not as
an  sberration, or purely
theoretical 'mistake’, but as a
necessary consequence of the
political theory and practice
developed during his years as a
Bolshevik functionary.

Throughout these years,
Trotsky was in the forefront
of those within the party
providing theoretical suppport
for the party's monopoly of
political power. In 1923 he
wrote,

"We are the only party in the
country, and in the period of
the dictatorship it could not
be otherwise,"

This monopoly was meant to
extend for an entire historical
period. In 1927, he was still
proclaiming,

"We will fight with all our
power against the Idea of two
parties, because the
dictatorship of the prolet-ariat
demands as its very core a

single proletarian party."

He was clear concerning the
implications for workers'
control of the ‘proletarian'
vanguard:

"Many of the speeches [at the
12th party Congress in 1823)

made in defence of workers'
democracy seemed to me
exaggerated, and to a
considerable extent dama-
Rgogic, in view of the
Incompatibility of a fully
developed workers' democracy
with  the regime of a
dictatorship®

It is apparent that, for the
Trotsky of this period, the
"dictatorship of the

proletariat' somehow demanded
the restriction rather thss the
Implementation of  workers'
democracy. In a letter to the
Central Committee, he explains

his tactics of the time as
requiring the stifling of debate
within the closet of the

topmost party leaders:

"l have deliberately avoided
submitting the struggle within
the Central Committee to the
Judgment of even a very
narrow circle of comrades....!
think Is it my duty to make
the true state of affairs known
to every party member whom |
consider to be sufficiently

prepared, mature, self-
restrained and consequently
capable of helping the party
find a way out of this impasse
without factional upheavals."

letter was Intentionally
kept secret from party rank
and file. In Trotsky's
conception, democracy even
within the party was |In
practice confined to its
topmost ranks. Once Trotsky
had lost the support of this
fraction he was Imprisoned by
his own Insistence on the
banning of factions and
organised opposition within the
party. The antithesis to any

P of p p
based on the class could hardly
be more pronounced,

Furthermore, he directly
supported the dilution of the
revolutionary and proletarian
core of the party through the
'Lenin Levy' of 1924 in which
the party structure was thrown
wide open to bourgeois and
technical careerists in-creasing

membership by over 50% In
the best Stalinist fashion, he
praised the Levy a5 @

strengthening of the party's

proletarian base:

"This is the best way for the
fundamental revolution-ary
class in our country to show
its will, this vote is a reliable,
sure and unerring verification”,
He paid tribute to the working
class which,

"at a certain stage of
development has shown in a
particularly Impressive way
how It views the balance sheet
of the party's work over many
years".

There is really no difference
between Stalinist rhetoric of
this type, and the real thing
as uttered by Stalin himsell

its

who claimed that the Levy
was,

"evidence of the party's
profound democracy...It Is

actually the elected organ of
the working class,"

This is identical to the
tributes paid by the masses to
right-wing authoritarian
regimes which allow "
subjected population to express
its approval through carefully
staged plebiscites In place of
consistently democratic
mechanisms. Far from being an

extansion of democracy, or
even a recog-nition of the
desirability of a true and

consistent workers' democracy,
the Lenin Levy and Trotsky's
praise of its principles,
represents an emasculation of

the proletariat. In place of
rank and file debate and
control, the workers  are
presented with a ‘*balance
sheet' of party achievements

under the direction of an inner
party Central Committee, and
asked in demagoglc fashion, to
show ‘approval'. The party
apparatus then decides that
the workers' approval has duly
been given. In fact, the new
Influx  decisively strengthened
Stalin's hand against Trotsky
himself  within the party,
leading Trotsky (once againl)
in 1936 to declare that the
Lenin Levy "dealt a death blow
to the party."

In the programme of the 1927
United Opposition however, he
acknowledged the true

condition of the 'party of the
proletariat:
"The number of  factory

workers in the leading sections

of the party Is next to
nothing. In the regional
committees it Is 13%; in the

county committees, from 10%
to 16%"

The class composition of the
‘party of the proletariat’ was

that the party could or should
operate in total isolation from
the social forces they claimed
to represest. The bureamcracy
could be divided against itself
in ways that reflected wider
social (as in the

::533'.
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confirm his
the direction

period

commitment to
of soclalist construction
the Initiatives of a
sell-electing  party
directorate in opposition to
competing soclal forces,
frequently Including the
proletariat itsell. At the 11th
Party Congress In the spring of
1922, Trotsky himsell acted as
the counsel for the prosecution

of the Worker's Opposition
which, on behalf of the
Central Committes he had
already indicted before the

party and was later to indict
befors the International. At
the crucial 12th Party Congress
of 1923 he feiled to make any
kind of assault against Stalin's
position on & number of
questions, Including his role In

the bureaucratisation of the
party =~ contrary to his
agreement with the dying

Lenin. Against a background of
profound industrial unrest and
discontent with the Bolshevik
regime, he declared Instead,
his 'unshaken' solidarity with
the Politburo, and threatened,
"If in the present mood the
party warns you emphatically
about things that  seem
dangerous to it, the party is
right, even If it exaggeratss,
bacause what might not appear

dangerous in other
circumstances must  appear
doubly pect at present,”

In plain words this meant that

the Bolshevik party's control
over the proletariat was
threatened and that inner

party debate should therefore
be curtalled in favour of unity
behind the Politburo,

Even when he argued against
the axcessive bureau-
cratisation of the party and its
rapression of rank and file
initiative, it is in the form of
counsels against alliances with
forces that attempted any

action other than the reform
of the bureaucracy from within
Itself:
"The excessive central-isation
of the apparatus at the
axpense of initiative
angendared a fealing of
uneasiness...which at the
extremes of the party,
assumed an exceedingly morbid
form and..in the appearance
of illegal groupings directed by
elements undeniably hostile to
communism,"
These references to
groupings’ and

¥
reminiscent of the later
Stalinist  allegations  against
sundry  criminal clements,
saboteurs and spys that were
to become such a
characteristic of the
totalitarian regime. Trotsky at
this Juncture, In 1924, also
refers to the ‘'danger' of
bureaucratic degenaration
within the Bolshevik party and
asks,

".uls the danger of such
degeneration really great? The
fact that the oparty has

understood or felt this danger
and has reacted to it se
anergetically...bears witness to
Its profound vitality..There lies
the principal guarantee of its
preservation as a revolutionary

later
ascribes this degeneration to

the "moral decay of the
uncontrolled apparatus”. This
refuge in the subjective

morality rather than the class
composition of the party rank
and file Indicates how profound
was Trotsky's attachment to a
programme of intellectual and

moral regeneration of the

existing apparatus.

This position was taken, it is
necessary to remember, in
relation to the party led by

the 'Troika' of Stalin, Zinoviev
and Kamenev, a party where
election has been replaced by

a system of bureaucratic
appointment from above and
where the erosion of the
economic  position of the
working  class Is  swiftly
following upon the erosion of
workers' democracy and
control,

Trotsky made no attempt to
mobilise rank and flle workers
either within or outside the
party to campalgn for
significant concessions, In later
reflections on his position
during this period, he confirms
that,

"During the first ten years of
its struggle, the Lelt

opposition did not abandon the
programme of ideological
conquest of the party for that
of conguest against the party.
Its slogan was: reform, not
revolution,”

His faith was In the 'goodwill'
of Individual bureaucrats within
the  party hierarchy; the
"prasent critical period” he
wrote, "will teach a good deal
to the majority of the
apparatus workers and will get
them to abandon most of their
arrors,”

Trotsky is suggesting that the
bureaucrats will reform
themselves after learning the
lessons created by their own
mistakes and voluatarily
surrender thelr power to the
rank and [ile!

“Trotskyism
with that of Stalinism aga
by which it was being ground in

was displa

He persisted In touting this
bureaucratic reformist project
of "correcting the party line

by strictly internal means” (a
project of course broadly
Initiated by Lenin) uwp to at
least 1933, when he at last
wrote of the necessity of,
"regenerating the regime of
the dictatorship, without a new
revolution, with the methods
and on the road of reform."”
Trotsky's strategy is therefore
intolerably paradoxical: in the
face of an oppressive
bureaucracy antagonistic to the

interests of a workers' state,
he explicitly refuses to form
an alliance with social forces

outside the bureaucratic class,

and in addition, refuses even
to countenance the formation
of an effective oppositional
Qrouping based within the
party bureaucracy itself. This
Is more than a serles of
‘inexplicable’ tactical errors as
adduced by conventional

apologists for Trotsky's career.
Certainly Trotsky on occasion
could be extraordinarily
spineless. When Lenin's famous

'Testament' attacking Stalin's
personality appeared in the
West,  Trotsky rallied to
Stalin's defence:

"Comrade Lenin has not left
any 'Testament'..all talk with

regard to a concealed or
mutilated 'Testament’ Is
nothing but a despicable lie,
directed against the real will

of Comrade Lenin and against
the party created by him."
Trotsky of course, knew
to be totally untrue. But any
analysis which rests upon the
subjective character ol
Trotsky's temperament is quite
inadequate and is obviously
restricted by  (dentification
with Trotsky's own political
theory and practice. It s
properly explained by
Trotsky's own conviction that
in the specific conditions
facing the Soviet state after
the civil war, especially the
fallure of the  European
revolutions, that a Stalinist
bureau-cratic class (headed
and controlled by the
Ideologists of the Bolshevik
party) offered the only road
forward to socialist

this
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ptoms of an outiook in harmony
thich it had taken its stand, and

nto powder.” Victor Serge.

bureaucracy to genuine
of proletarian control, but Its
internal reform. The basis of
his opposition consisted In his

axis. The political form of the
Stalinist dictatorship

correct ose; he wished merely
to [ill this political form with
Trotsk

junctures as well as accounting
unsettling pre-echoes
of the formulations associated
with classic Stalinism such as

"Comrades, none of us wants
to be or can be right against
the party because the party is
the sole historical instrument

possesses for the solution of
its fundamental tasks...|

against the party. It Is oaly
possible to be right with the

history has sot created amy
other way to determine the

particular moment, this Is my

Bolshevik party under Stalinism
is effectively contained in this

political miscalculation from a
Marxist viewpoint is Trotsky's
unqualified subsitution of party
for class in the construction of
a soclalist society. So far from

the emancipation of
working class is essentially and
In-dispensably an act of self-

Trotsky is adamant concerning
the self-sufficient role of the

isolation from the class.

Having rejected a proletarian
political base outside the party
and the existence of [actions

within it, Trotsky effectively
reduced his position to one of
complete sterility: a
consequence that was evidently
plainer to him In 1939 than
during the period of his
bureaucratic reformism -

though never quite conceded:

"It is true that the Bolshevik
party forbade factions at the
Teath Party Congress in March
1921...0ne can argue whether
or not this was correct. The
subsequent course of
development has In any case
proved that this prohibition
served as one of the starting

points of the party's
degeneration...Thus was formed
the totalitarian regime which
killed Bolshevism."

The economic and social
background to the often
obscure debates within the
party reveals the real extent
of Trotsky's theoretical and
practical reinforcement of the
social tendencies of the

emerging Stalinist totalitarian
bureaucracy. In 1822 the wages
of the Russian worker were no
more than half those of 1813,
The Bolshevik managers of
Industry, Implementing the
principle of autocratic
direction propounded by both
Lenin and Trotsky himsell,
Introduced an ollensive agalnst
the level of workers' wages
the following year. The cuts
Introduced were up to 40% of
the desperately low level of
1922, The policles of the New
Economic Policy (NEP) were
simultaneously ensuring that
the sacrifices endured by the
proletariat were transfered
directly to the new strata of
"NEPmen' or middle men and
the class of rich, labour
exploiting peasants - the
kulaks. Huge wage differentials
between the lower and upper
strata of the proletariat, and
particularly between all strata
of the proletariat and the
bureaucracy, were enforced,
In the years 1924-8, workers'
output rose by some 50% while
wages Increased by only 15%.

In the new ‘'workers' state'
the material as well as the
political  position of the

workers grew steadily worse,
As the United Opposition was
to acknowledge in 1927,

"all the data indicates that
the growth of wages is lagging
behind the growth of labour
productivity. The intensity of
labour Is Increasing - the bad
conditions of labour remain the
same."

As the level of exploitation
was Increased so the level of
workplace democracy was
eroded to extinction. In 1923
Trotsky declared that:

"The present regime...is much
further from any worker's
democracy than was the
regime of the [flercest period

of war communism,"”

The platform of the United
Opposition In 1927 declared,
"The regime  within the
lactories has deteriorated. The
factory administrative bodles
are striving more and more to
establish their unlimited
authority. The  hiring and
discharge  of workers s
actually in the hands of the
administration  alone.  Pre-
revolutionary relations between
supervisors and workers are
frequently found."

Moreover, It estimated that,
"In the stall of the elected
executive bodies of the
Industrial unions, the
percentage of workers from
the banch and non-party
militant workers s extremely
small, 12 - 15%."

As  for "the
Initiative of
workers”, it,

"is being replaced by
agreements between the
secretary of the party group,
the factory director and the
chairman of the [factory
committee.."

This precipitous attack upon
living standards and workplace
democracy produced a spate of
Industrial unrest during the
winter of 1822/3, culminating
in a series of massive strikes
in  the industrial centres of
Moscow and Petrograd In the
summer of 1923. Rumours of a
genaral strike later In the year
developed into the beginnings
of a political movement
against the direction being
taken by the party regime,
Menshevik agltators were
denounced by the Central
Committee and the GPU
(forerunners of the KGB) were
employed to carry out mass
arrests. The validity of the
workers' grievances mobilised
organised groups challenging
the Bolshevik leadership. The
'Workers' Truth' group was
largely ineffectual, basing
itsell  upon mostly student
dissidents. Far larger was the
'Workers' Group' Issuing its
own manifesto attacking the
"New  Exploftation of the
Proletariat" (a jibe at the
NEP) and encouraging workers
to demand democratic rights.
Its leaders were three
labourers who had been party
members since 1805, The group
was stlll in an emergent phase

independent

the mass of

when the GPU moved In and
arrested the leaders. Around
200  people (including the
leaders) were arrested and
expelled from the party for
their sympathy with these
groups.

Trotsky, though he made some
protests in a letter to the

Central Committee, made mo
protest  at the  arrests

b I and usly
falled to back the call to

industrial action or for what
be termed the 'extreme form'
= actually wvery elementary
forms - of  democratic

control that they
demanded. So far [rom
Initiating an effective factional
or oppositional grouping of his
own, Trotsky consistently and
conspicuously falled to align
himsell or support the efforts
of others. In October 1923 a
group of prominent party
members formed the Forty Six

FALSE PROPHET

WRITTEN BY F. GORDON

group around demands for Self-emancipation  of  the
i ing and d king class, too painful to
Inner-party democracy. Party need expanding.
and factory cells acclaimed In fact, there is significant
spokesmen of the group and ©vidence that the Opposition
were in open revolt against @t this time enjoyed &
the leadership. Trotsky refused COnsiderable amount of
to sign their joint document. POtential support both within
He took no part In the public and  outside the party.
debate. Finally he signed a According to both Serge and
document endorsing the Trotsky's  blographer, lsaac
position of the Poll In  Deutscher, it appears that the
response the following year, of org R @

Shllapnikov, the former leader
of the Workers' Opposition
group argued that Trotsky was
unconcerned about "the fate of
the working class" and that,
"there is no reason to separate
C de Trotsky in question of
policy from other members of
the Central Committee.”
The Central Committee,
is, headed nominally by
Trolka, and In actuality,
Stalin.

After almost two years, 1925-
8 In which he virtually retired

that
the
by

from political work and
effectively disbanded the Left
opposition, Trotsky did
eventually negotiate an
alliance with the now

oppositional elements, Zinoviev
and Kamenev, to form the
'United Opposition', In April,
1926. The United Opposition
wera very soon brought to heel
by the Stalinists and issued a

joint  statement proclaiming
that,

"We categorically reject the
theory and practice of
'freedom of factions and
groupings' and recognise that

such theory and practice are
contrary to Leninism and the
decisions of the party...We call
for the Immediate dissolution
of all factional groupings
which have been formed
around the views of the
Opposition,”

The grovelling endorsement of
Stalinist party organ-isation
did not end there. For good
measure the statement added,
"we pledge ourselves to reader
every possible assistance to
the party in the liquidation of
factional struggle and to

democratic opposition amongst
the Soviet working people (and
even elements of the army)
was a substantial one. The
demoralisation of these [lorces
by the inadequacy of its own
‘leadership’ was soon
completed and the effective
bankruptcy of the Trotskyite
opposition revealed. Speaking
before the Central Control
Commission in 1927, he argued
that,

"It Is necessary to secure for
the party the possibility of
Ideoclogical sell-criticism...f
this is done | am certain that,
in a year or two, the course
of the party will be rectified.”
This is surely the most supine
form of political opposition to
a  totalitarisn  bureavcracy
imaginable - an appeal, not
for direct workers' action, or
for rank and file opposition
within the party to the

of the leadership,
but to the leadership 1o
‘eriticise’ itselfl In the words
of Victor Serge, this

"petitioning” amounted to no
more than "mere child's play”,
The final capitulation came at
the 15th Party Congress. The
Opposition statement
revealingly declared that,
"There are no programmatic
differences between us and the
party."

It denled that “our state has
ever ceased to be a workers'
state" and asserted,

"We stlll maintain...that our
party has been and is the
embodiment of the proletarian
vanguard, and that the Soviet
state is the embodiment of the
proletarian dictatorship."

any criticlsm of the Stalinist

regime as counter-
revolutionary, would have
meant confessing that his

political career since at least

1921, was fundamentally
flawed as Itself being
implicated in the counter-

revolution. As Serge writes of
his disagreements with Trotsky
as late as 1938:

"I was also in disagr ment
with him on certain important

issues in the history of the
Revolution.: he refused to
admit that In the terrible

Kronstadt episode of 1921 the
ies of the Bolshevik
Central Committee had been
simply enormous; that the
subsequent repression had been
needlessly barborous; and that
the establishment of the Cheka
with Its techniques of secret
Inquisition had been a grievous

error on the part of the
revolutionary leadership, and
one Incompatible with any

socialist philosophy,”
Serge's conclusion Is surely the

right one:
"Trotskylsm wes  displaylag
symptoms of an outlook In

barmony with that of Staliaism
against which it bhad taken its
stand, and by which It was
being grousd into powder...”

The verdict is inevitable: while
It is true that on & subjective
and  idealistic level the
Trotskyite programme of the
opposition years represented »
genuine programmatic
alternative to Stalinism, at the

to the Stalinist dictatorship
and the soclal forces It
represented. Trotsky's
opposition was not concelved
In terms of class or even of

political organisation outside
the leading ranks of the
Bolshevik party Itsell; and
finally, conceded the

'eriminality' of mere factional

1

s |." —— :7:,: :‘ftt:r“'l‘r:z;:h;:ﬂ:::'l‘; ;': groupings within the party. In
The distance between 1928 this almost systematic ['t'“::' gx:r“;:":'::"lc::&
‘opposition’ of this character demoralisation of opposition necessary to ask whether a
and rank and file discontent forces persisted. As Serge victory of the Left opposition
with the regime has to be Wrote:
carefully emphasised. Serge "From the depths of his exile :::: :::l::nsltl:]l‘:t;“a :\:llqru:h:ol":!d
wrote  of the Stalinist in Alma Ata Trotsky affirmed Glhla. . altainading g :'m;
bureaucrats that they were, that this system was still ours, coatieding  evaluth or
"N, 4 the O 1ok still J still '] voiution L
they ;." It as tr against .’-"w sick; the part totalitarian l?urnuucmnc
fhom; which 1o o ease it wen, Wit ves cosommesloutiog. cUIl/cicies for Trotahy
since the Opposition itself -"h ng, and 8 to are bullt upon the premise
wl '."' B Wiy SN L DeenememN. met vhS M Meled e
Later that year, Trotsky %o It: we must live ealy for it, ::?::m":n'l “:""""mm“‘l‘:
blamed the masses that he had since oaly through it could we sltornative and  that  the
made no virtually no attempt serve the Revolution. We were seosssaty socisl foroes l(;
to organise amongst. The defeated by party st g i
masses had grown "more patriotism.." P oy Y

ot have existed, he fought
cautious, more sceptical”, and It Is Impossible to escepe the
he claimed (anticipating the conviction that, given both th ”’.‘ regime on  Marxist
'downturn' theory) that, i of his st ts Princip! In the light of the
"These moods....constitute the 8nd the general pattern of A8rguments developed above, It
basic political background of Trotsky's tactics during this ©8n be seen that the
party life...The attempt of the period, he genuinely belleved, COnventional 'lltdo'rn of both
Opposition to put the new @t least In the specific Ofthodox  and unorthodox'
problems before the party ran clrcumstances of a backward Trotskylsts, Is profoundly
up agalnst precisely these Russian economic and social Mistaken. It is a mistake that
moods,” formation, that the Stalinist :;I::ﬁ. llmlI lruml :umeh 1:;{[;:')-
Of course, Trotsky writing as leadership was a revolutionar shhgerg misapprehe y
one of the leading members of embodiment of the workery: DUt fundamentally, from their
the Politburo in 1921 had Interests and that reform from COntiNUING Identification with
written that It was the duty Within  the the underlylng content of

of the party to ignore and iI
necessary to ovarride these
'moods' of the workers:

"The Workers'
out

mocracy.”
The  contradiction
alternately depending on
workers' 'moods’ and
overriding them as the 'mood’
of the Central Committes
dictates is, in the context of
the Marxist objective of the

between

party, 'self-
critichm', was the appropriate

instrument of Ideclogical and
soclal correction, Serge tells
us that,

"At the end of 1928, Trotsky
wrote 10 us..to the effect
that,  since Right

fepresented the danger of a
slide towards cepitalism, we
had to support the 'Centre' -

Stalin - against it.”

If this Is so, then his later
position, developed on the aeve
of the show trials, that
Stalinism represented a mere

degeneration of what remained
In essence a workers' state, is
entirely consistent with his
political theory and practice
both as & leader of the
Bolshevik party and the leading
oppositionist within it. More
than this, any other position,

Trotsky's political theory and
practice in the construction of
a soclalist society. It is this
underlying idestification with
the Bolshevik party in its
bureaucractic phase that leads
them to deay the primacy of
workers' democracy within a
workers' state, the principle of
socialist pluralism, and the
overriding Importance of the
class composition of the
revolutionary party.
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After the riots on Meadow
Lane astate, Neil Kisnock
called on the police to pursue
the "ring leaders" clearly
desparate to put sufficient

distance betwean himsell and
some of those traditionally
perculved o  be  Labour's

constituency.Just as eager to
prove that there is no social
basis

were scouring the area for any

avidence of "outside
agitators”. None were found
but the London  Evening
Standard floated the Idea
anyway; "Anarchists  behind
riots” they claimed hopefully.
Ever ready to oblige the

gentlemen of the press Class
War, promised to produce the
balaclava wearing 'ring
leaders' from Meadow Lane at
their conference. Eventually
the media decided that the
theory ‘didn't have legs' and
in mass opted for a less
satisfactory but still palatable
theory, that if it was not »
"political conspiracy”like the
riot in  Trafalgar Square,
against the state then it must
have been a "criminal
conspiracy” agalnst the police,

In an article called "Tapping
into the anger"™, Socialist
Worker claimed that the riots
"were proofl of the anger that
exists in British society.. It Is
vital that socialists seek to
direct this anger against the
Tories and the ruling class".
However not even the Sunday
Sport who perlodically proclaim
that Elvis is alive was bragzen
anough to suggest that the
SWP might possibly have been
behind the riots. Be that as It
may "Tapping into the anger"
Is a most appropriate caption
to best (llustrate their basic
approach. Of course to ‘'tap
Into' can mean to direct; it
also means "to exploit', "make
use of'."siphon off" etc. as
well as being a tacit admission
that the organisation s
separate and distinct from the
events themselves, the area
geographically and the culture

and instincts of the people
who live in it
As a response to any Inner

city disturbance the people of
the area are subject to a two
tier Invasion. Immediately the
dust settles and the para-
military police withdraw comes
the second wave; Sun
journalists, social  analysts,
plainclothes detectives,
photographers, community
policemen, and members of the
Soclallst Workers Party all
have different motives but In
a way are after the same
thing.

The police asre there to find
was  lavolved,the
to discover why they
were, the media to Interview
them and the SWP like latter-
to rescue,
remodel and recruit them. It is
a genuine cultural invasion as
of all on the
Is first to dominate,
'the
While some of the

day missionaries

the intentions
crusade
to pacily,
natives'.

Invaders may be overtly
hostile, others  camouflage
thelr Intentions by appearing
to understand and be
sympathetic though  the
political analysts, the social
workers and the activists may
appear to listen, the real point
Is to undi d the percep

thea colonise

counter posed to the slogans
of the ruling elite. This type
of revolutionary activist
proj himself to the working

of reality that caused the
'inarticulate  explosion’, the
better to dominate them more
effectively, channel the anger
more productively. For the left
to channel the anger ‘against
the Torles' Is both necessary
and positive; and an effective
counter to the politics behind
the propaganda churned out by

the media s it not. Only
superficially because all the
invaders, Including them

approach the subject from the
stand point of cultural and
personal superiority devoid of
real empathy. Therefors there
is no dialogue as any genuine
dislogue can only be had
between equals, There Is no
communication If only one side
listens to be educated by his
betters, while the other side s
attentive only to those things
than allow them to better
manipulate their prey. Because
of this approsch the plans of
the SWP for 'the proletariat’
of North Shields will always

class as  their  necessary
opposite by politely
demonstrating that their
ignorance Is absolute, they
seek to justily their own
oxistence. As @ result of this
process the subject is either
repelled, and on the rebound
from the far left linds succour
in the far right or Indeed
bacomes so coavinced of his or
her intringic inferiority forfeits
his Independence and culture
and begins to mimic the values
of the invader. Eventually he
wants to walk like them, dress
like them, live like them,talk
like them, totally alienated
from his class, his Instincts,

his culture and himsell. As a
result of the cultural
castration & working class

recrult becomes a stranger In
his own community as much an
allen as those [rom outside
who 'educated’ him.

Nonethaless like the supporters
of & group called "The

FIRST
AMONG
EQUALS

workers go om stirike for?
probably more pay, shorter
hours, better conditions, the
right to elect thelr own
representatives etc However
once the strike is declared,
the strike committee s
dismissed the workers find the
strike being run entirely by
anoaymous union bureavcrats.
The men In grey suits demand
that in return for & meagre
food parcel, individuals must
work twelve hour shifts on
picket duty. All monles and
donations are controlled by the
unlon. Well justified rumours

because for them it doesn't
matter how the revolutionary
vanguard comes to power, of
indeed  what  bureaucratic
suthoritarien  methods  are
employed by them to stay In
power. While The Leainist as
avowed Marxist Leninists, and
the neo-Trotskyists of the SWP
may have surface differences
they are united by an
underlying  ideclogy demo-

astrated by Tony  Clff's
defence of the autocratic
logacy of the Bolshevik's

"There was a dictatorship of
the proletariat even though the
proletariat had disintegrated.
Of course to the wulgar
materialist It sounds impossible
to have a dictatorship of the
proletariat without the
-proletariat like the smile of a
Cheshire cat without the cat
itsell..." however, "Ideas have
their own momentum®
(Red Action 80).

In 1874 Engels started writing
8 serles of articles one of
which was the 'Program of the
Blanquist Refugees of the
Commune," & review of the

of corruption asbound. Some Blanquists  pamphlet  "Aux
workers claiming that the Commeneu®. This article is one
conduct of the strike s Of the most Important
contrary to the alms of the presentations of political views
strike, call for a ballot and ©Of Marx and Engels
reinstatement of the strike particularly If you are like Red
committees, are branded as Action “vulgar materialists®.
stooges and [ifth columnists, Auguste Blanqul was a
and cudgelled by swaggering revolutionary who represented
well fed flunkeys. Thereafter & particular Soclalist
thelr families no lomger Communist current and enjoyed
recelve food parcels. In all mass support in France pre-
respects conditions outside the 1848.He was known to Marx,
gates are worse than the (Indeed some (including the
conditions that originally SWP) istakenly give him
provoked the strike inside. cCredit for colning Marx's

"The left are the loyal disciples to the lost cause of party
dictatorship, Socialists of the previous generation

fail (despite them selling 17
papers door to door getting an
excellent reception !) because
the authors design  their
strategies according to their
own personnel views of reality
never taking into account
(except when assessing @
potential recruit) the active
aspirations of the resident
rioters  themselves towards
whom their programme s
ostensibly directed.

They don't feel the need to
listen  becauss they have

Leninist" the SWP are forthe
working class. Indeed as the
former explained in Issue 108
of their paper "the long term
Interests of the working class
are the beginning and end of
our politics®. Indeed such Is
thelr concern for the long
term Interests of the working
class In the USSR; the Leninist
does not hesitate to say that
the real Interests of the
workers would be better served
by being represented by people
other than the workers. They
have reached this conclusion

convinced ves  they
know all the answers. Like the
average politiclan the methods
and objectives are the same
'to win over the people’. So it

is considered sulficient that
the slogans of the rev-
olutionary vanguard are
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it is patently obvious

that the workers  can't
distinguish batween revolution
that Is good for them, and
Counter revolution that Is bad
for them. “Revolution s
progressive, It Is the new
overthrowing the old. A

counter revolution Is a reversal
of a previous revolution and
its results are a turning back
to the past, back to private
property, back to Capitalist
soclal relations... So what was
ours Is now theirs, there is
nothing left to defend, Prior to
August 22nd, though the Soviet
State might have been
authoritarian and abit
bureaucratic it was the duty
of all Revolutionary Comm-=
unists to defend it",

To fully clarify their position
they drew up an extraordinary
analogy (quoted In full) "What
would we do if in the midst of

a long drawn out strike the
bureavcrats began using
authoritarian measures to

maintain the strike, continued
to live a privileged lifestyle
and some of them began
taking bribes from the bosses?
Would we abandon the strike?
No! We would be defend the
strike agalnst the bosses and
against Its leaders. What would
we do Il under these
conditions, a steady trickle of
workers began returning to
work complaining of hunger
and bureaucratic methods we
would still defend the strike
wouldn't we? Well we wouldl
and il at a critical moment
the strike collapsed because of
betrayal from the top and a
mass return from below, would
we join the Dbomses in
welcoming the end .of the
strike? No we wouldn't, not
even If it made us unpopular
among workers and bureaucrats
alike... in the USSR the strike
has been broken",

So do

what any

Totally demoralised, some
workers who drift back to
work are denounced as scabs;
by the bureaucrats. But their
co-workers, the original
militant strikers remain silent.
Inevitably the strike coll

phrase the "Dictatorship of the
proletariat®. In any case he
represented [ definitive
tendency with his own views
on the value of dictatorship.
“It Is unquestionable that after

with the union Itsell now
utterly discredited. Certainly
Judases abound, but who

betrayed who? Did the workers
betray the bureaucrats? or was
it the other way round? Did
the end justify the means? Not
in this case for the means
determined what the end would
be, the exact opposite to what
(the workers in any case)
Intended: and where would
the Leninist stand? Quite
absurdly they choose to stand
along side the bureaucrats
and defend their
authoritarianism, bemoaning
the fact that they weren't
sufficlently authoritarian! In
the same way they expressed
thelr contempt for the tactical
blundering Ineptness of the
state  emergency committue
who led the coup on August
16th. In  condemning the
opportunism of the SWP for
lauding Yeltsins " courageous
strike call," ( who admittedly
does baetray the ambition of a
youthful Benito  Mussollini)
they then declare "Frankly we
prefer bureaucratic
authoritarianism over a
deformed proletarian state to
a capitalist bourgeols
democracy®.So there it s In a
nutshell...*We prefer"...despite
the fact that during the
crisis they made their position
perfectly clear,those feckless
bastards, working twelve hour
shifts down mines In the
Ukraine,went and fucking let
them down!!l,

To resolve the  conflict
between the aspirations of the
workers and the ambitions of
the revolutionaries Is @
dilemma faced by many others
before them, before Marx and
after Marx. Historically the
preferred solution has been
something like this, If we the
revolutionary  elite, cannot
persuade the masses to follow
us and make revolution, why
we still have the revolution
for the workers, but without
the workers, If necessary even
despite the workers. This Is
why groups like The Leninist
cannot distinguish between an
suthentic revolution and @
coup (witness thelr support for
the regime in Afghanistan),

a P in
behalf of our ideas, there will
be created a dictatorial power
whose mission It will be to
direct the revolutionary
movement. The  dictatorial
power will of necessity base
itsell on the assent of the
armed population which acting
in the general Interest, will
evidently represe| the
enlightened will of the great
majority of the nation®.

This view of Soclalism from
above, of benign dictatorship
had popular currency among all
the Jacobin/Communist secret
socleties that blossomed pre
The Parls Commune and the
writing of the Communist
Manifesto in 1848. In 1874
Engels wrote of Blanqui

» revolutionary'coup de main'
at the right momest, can
carry the mass of the people
with them by a couwple of
Initial successes and thus make
@ victorious revolution.” In this
article as well Engels pinpoints
the meaning of Marx's term
the  "Dictatorship of the
Proletariat" as against the
Blanquist dictatorship. "From
the lact that

There could be
distinction

no  clearer
between  Marx's

government, as @& result
excluding the latter at first
thus entalling the Dictatorship
of the party over the
proletariat. The ramification Is
this., A cross index of the
theoretical expressions of ALL
contemporary  groups  from
Stalinist recidivists like
Partisan  "The revolutionary
class exercises its dumomig
through the consclous element’
to the orthodox Trots, Workers
Power who proclaim that "the
workers dictatorship will have
to be highly authoritarian and
centralised...” etc  without
apology and without exception
(Anarchists  apart)  readily
identify—through word and deed
implicitly and explicitly on this
vital question mot with the
political philosophy of Marx
but remain wistful towards l::

philasophy

Auguste Blanqul  which it
replaced. (However  though
attracted by the dictatorial
aspect they are repelled by
the violence and sell sacrifice
needed to make themselves as
8 tendency credible and the
option of insurrection viable.
As a consequence, the mongrel
tendency they represent s
typified in the main by hot air
and worthless Impotence). To
be consistent with this theory

it follows, that Il the
revolutionary elite deign to
play midwife and deliver

popular democracy, conditions
and the weather permitting
they are entitled Indeed
obliged to reverse the process
should this, correspond with
the 'Revolutionary interest'.
Naturelly It Is only the party
with the "Revolutionary
Birthright' that would be
allowed to determine exactly
what manosuvres served the
interests of the revolution.

A revolution for the people
but without the people, Is
another way of being against
the people for then the role
allotted to them Is peripheral
rather than fundamental, and
the process and methods of
manipulation and regimentation
employed by the new ruling
elite are only those copled by
them from their pre-
decessors. Dialogue between
the revolutionary minority and
the mass of the class, a
communication between equals
is the |lifeblood of every
authentic revolution. This Is

what makes it a revolution as
distinguished from a

from above, particularly the
intellectual leadership look at
the anarchy of Capitalism, its
contradictions and
i 4 and  genuinely
believe that on an intellectual
level a Soclalist Society Is
preferable to indeed vastly
superior to what currently
exists. They are also happy to
acknowledge that the working
class is the sole vehicle for
revolutionary change. However
they are not, & they are
quick to remind you simply
sentimental utoplans, blind to
the harsh realities of
Capitalism or indeed to the
subsequent failings,
Imperfections, bigotries and
shortcomings of the only
revolutionary class, as a result

of its allenation under the
system. What they rarely
acknowledge even to

themselves, is that they too
are products of the system and
80 without a consclous effort

and understanding, that their
own characteristic way of
living and behaving Is even

more distorted than that of

concept of the "Dictatorship (m on page n



FIRST AMONG EQUALS
(continued from page 6)

the oppressed, for while they
may genulnely transfer their
political allegiance and break
with their own class, they still
carry over within them the
snobbery, manners and
pu]unﬂcel of the oppressor.
These 'converts' may truly
desire 1o transform the unjust
order, "but because of their
background they believe that
they must be the executors
ofthe transformation they talk
about the people but they do
oot trust them;

the people but
feels alarm at each step they
take, each doubt they express,

and each tion
asd ‘sitempls o Impese’ b
status remalns nostalgic

towards his origins®(2)

After the decline of the 1848
revolutions, the Communist

League of which Marx and
Engels were members split,
with them, once again In
conflict with the crude
‘communism" of putchism
which thought to substitute
determined bands of
revolutionaries for the real
mass movement of the
enlightened working class.
Marz told them "The minority
make mere will the motive

force of the revolution, instead
of actual relations. Where as
we say to the workers you will
have to go through fifteen or

twenty or so years of eivil
wars and international wars
not only to change extant

conditions but also In order to
change yourselves and render
yourselves [it for political
dominion. " The principle
characteristics of the
proponents of 'Sociallsm from
above': the prevailing curreat
on the left: is the belief the
will of the radical elite can
transcend actual conditions,
and the conceit in the
primacy, and momentum of
Ideas over material Interests.
Marx maintained that the class
whose struggle even under
Soclalist leadership and on a
relatively low level shakes the
foundations of capitalist

B politica

Beifast Republicans

weekend (a rally on the Friday
evening and & march through
the «city centre on the
Saturday) were scuppered by a

combination of threats from
Loyalists, police Intimidation
and ineptitude on the part of
the Labour Committee on
Ireland  (LCI) who were
Involved in  booking and
organising both events. The
rally/social and the march
represented an excellent

opportunity for Republicans and
soclalists in Glasgow to launch
a genuine broad based and
non-sectarian Irish Solidarity
Campaign., Instead, we have
been involved in launching a
committee which Is complacent
in terms of what It actually
represents, liberal in its soft
orlentation, and
completely lacking In strategy,
tactics and direction.

The LCI,
forces
politically

despite their lack of
on the ground,
dominate the
jcommittee, and despite the
presence of some  very
experienced Republicans, they
have successfully steered the
committes towards a position
similar to that of campaigns
like that of 'Time to Go' as
opposed to a more militant
pro-Republican approach.
Indeed, on at least two
their repr ]

have emphasised their
liberalism with the statement,
"we are not Republicans". We

society. "Every step of a real
movement Is more Important
than a dozen programmes”.
Before Marx and Engels joined
the group, which became the
Communist League they
insisted that everything
conclusive to  superstitious
authoritarianism be struck out
of the rules". A journal issued
by the league in 1847 a [ew
months before the publication
of the Communist Manifesto
declared: "We are not amosg
those Communists who are out
to destroy personal liberty who
wish to turm the world into
one huge barracks or isto a
gigantic workhouse. There are
certainly those communists
who with an easy cosmscience
refuse to countesance personal
liberty and would like to
shulffle it out of the world
because they consider it a
hindrance to complete
harmony. But we have 0o
desire to exchange freedom for
equality.”

For the last seventy years the
advocates of Socialism [rom
sbove, Marxist-Leninist and
Trotskyist alike, would have
the world believe that they
were in a linear descest from

would pose the question to all
of the supporters of the
committee as to how a state
of affalrs has been allowed to
arise whereby such people are
leading a committee to
commeamorate the Republican
Hunger Strike of 1981.

It is the opinion of Glasgow
members of Red Action that
the committee's problems are
compounded by the [act that
non-Republicans are leading
what should be an obviously
pro-Republican campaign, 1]
not, then what was the hunger
strike about If it wasn't about
the rights of Irish Republican
iarlmnm of war?
t would seem that the
committee's  activities are
being guided by the |dea that
attaching the name of Labour
to an application for a march

or & meeting will bring it
'respectability’ (the word,
'‘respectability’ crops up at

can be measured in terms of
By that measure, the
usefulness of attaching a
Labour party tag to a Humger
Strike Commemoration is non-
existent. The right to march
was refused by a 'respectable’
Labour councll after the Chiel
ble stated that he was

the
Dlnulnrlllpi in the East, the
apologists for authoritarianism
in the West will have to work
harder to conceal the fact,
that apart from Marx's
uncompromising spirit of
revolutiosary opposition to the
Capitalist status quo, Marxz cut
his eye toeth making war on
their type.

The collapse of 'Communism’
dlullod the end of an era.

‘old left' remains)
nulud ia a time warp,
sentimentally cherishing the
discredited maethods and

ideolgies, obsessions, intrigues

and petty rivalries of that

bygone age. They are the loyal

to the lost cause of

party dictatorship, socialists of
the previous generation.

By: ] Reilly

Marz and Engels. Now with
of C

not confident that he could
adequately police the march
due to Information received
from his 'intelligence sources'
regarding the possibllity of a
Loyalist counter demonstration.
The meating was also
cancelled after a sensationalist
article In the Sun clalmed It
was an 'IRA BASH'! So much
for the non-Republican slant of

the committee. Despite the
intervention of some very
'respectable’ members of the
Labour Party, including MPs
and Councillors, both the
meeting  and the march
remained banned. On the

Friday night, the rally had to
be switched to a public park
whare just over 100 people
listened to speeches [rom Ken
Livingstone, father Des Wilson,
Noel Ellls, a relative of hunger

OW appr Il
y flll‘lu of law & (Hﬂ“

mwn against
ANS :
have
The Glasgow Hunger Strike Striker Mickey Dﬂlm. lnd ? know who the
Committee recently organised Republican ex-prisoner. are. Hugh
a series of events In the West The Committes and the LCI in Constable of Faulkners hand he would do.
of Scotland. In the end particular, would do well to bas  sald his
however, the two most remember the words of Ken I igence indicates that (f To Unlonist calls that selective
Important  events of the Livingstone when he sald at arrn flve hundred Internment be Introduced I

every meetingl) 'Respectability’

II_!
£

igt

the six  counties libera

simultaneously with the six And

i

twenty

the rally, "if they try to ban
our meetings, we go ahead and

E

[smashed.

have them..and If they try to [§O° he also states he would counties Dermot Ahearne of

ban our marches, .: mz,ch ! to arrest seventy t Flanna Fall has sald that any OPpressive regime. The second
anywayl" ! ts. This Is his attempt to do so would, "be POlicy was to criminalise the
What was obvious from these JJi0 onding the recent escalstion used 8s @ recruitmeat drive by struggle. In order to do this
events was that, as a [Jof random sectarian murders the provos in the South." :‘J bullt a new complex
committes, we had no strategy [joarried out by UFF/UVF What he really means Is any de the compounds at

to challenge the obstacles that [killers. government which attempted Kesh. These new structures
the state and thelr loyalist to intern  Republicans would were made to house volunteers
allies placed before us and [jMessts Palsley snd Magionis be committing political sulcide, 3frested after a designated
despite all of the rhetoric to [jare vehement in their calls for Although the Offences Against date on which political status
the contrary, we gave in and [jthe re-introduction of the State Act is becoming Was  abolished. The new
were defeated. To state [jinternment though both go more and more draconian in cOmplex was the Infamous H-
anything other would be Jabout It In different ways. In naturs, Ahearne himself iy Blocks. Since then the Brits

have emptied the compounds
of Long Kesh of men
sentenced in the early 70s and
therefore having  political
status, These people were an
scute embarrassment to @
government working flat out to
criminalise political activities.
Such was the embarrassment
that men sentenced to life
imprisonment in the compounds
of Long Kesh were told that if
the moved to the H-Bloocks
and let the last bastion of
political status be demolished
they wouldn't have too long to
do before they recelved a
reloase date, To iIntroduce any
form of Internment at this
time, or any other time, would
be cataclysmic to the Brits, In
order to do so they would
have to treat the Internees as

trylng to do away with a

right to silence and
right to ball, the recent
extradition of Dubliner Dessie
Ellis, which has backfired on
them caused 0 much
controversy that perhaps they
are realising that they ocan
:uly push the Irish people so
ar.

dishonest. The truth is that we
have allowed elements with
their own hidden agenda to
dominate an event that should
have been an outstanding
success and a fitting tribute to
the ten hunger strikers. In the
end, it was neither. There are
lessons to be learned as
regards the [future of the
committee and the semmil
but it would seem that the LCI
and others will be the last to
learn them. Already, there Is
talk of another march In
January, booked In the name
of the LCI, "as a matter of
principle®! Proposals by Red
Action that a series of 'Beat
the Ban' meetings should be
organised In the run up to It
in order to bulld the march,
have already been dismissed.

the case of Paisley It Is In his
renowned fire and brimstone
method. He tries to coerce the
British government with
threats of the ‘'protestant
backlash', a threat that many
of his critics, In fact even
many of his and
followers, belleve Is a dead
horse well and truly flogged.
His latest plece of information
that the IRA intends to wipe
out an entire Fermanagh
family ond In his table
thumping manner warns that
"the loyalist people will no
longer stand for this", Is yet
agein @ velled threat of
"Ulster streets running red
with blood",

Even the British goverament
are not telling the real reason
why they won't consider
internment. Spokespersons will
tell us that it Is because they
want to get It right, they
want it to be a "humane and
secure containment of the
main perpetrators of violence".
This was said by Sam Beattle,
chalrmen  of the Police
Federation. In order to get the

Mister Maginnis on the other
hand goes about it in a cool,

At the last meeting It wasjcalm, dignified manner main perpetrators of violence Political prisoners. How could
suggested that over attention Jjbefitting an ex-officer of the he will have to intern quite s they mamage to control the
to  security matters was[JUDR. While calling for its few of his own officers. Sir jelled Republicans in Crumlin
s reintroduction he also takes Oliver Wright, the former Road, ~ Long  Kesh, or
mpractical' and it uln even Bene opportunity to lambast the Ambassador and the Maghaberry, and how would
Implied that RA weren't really Anglo-Irish agreement by Government's special Rep- the government in the 20
serlous about the march. The informing us that violence has resentative to the Northern ©°Untles control  Republican

LCI has a short memory when
It comes to assessing how
'serious’ people take Irish
Republican marches through
the centre of Glasgow.

There s definitely an air of
defeatism which  permeates
through the committee and a
fesling that there is a need to
keep events within a scale
that the committee can cope
with, and In order that we
don't 'provoke the Loyalists'.
Red Action bellieves that the
very existence of the
committee and the comm-
emoration is enough to provoke
opposition from loyalists and
fascists. The hatching of
cunning plans and semi-secret
marches and meetings won't

prisoners In thelr Jolls If @
foreign government were fto
give staus to people engaged
in the same struggle as those
they now h incarceratad.
The Brits cannot tell the
Unionists that If they do
reintroduce Internment  they
will wreck their criminalisation
policy, which in turn brings
down the Ulsterisation policy
due to the fact thet a
political prisoner constitutes a
political struggle and not a
religlous war, It would seem
then that In criminalising the
armed struggle here, they have

have unwittingly robbed
themselves of a weapon which
they would dearly love to be
able to use., Porhaps It is still

Increased by thirty four per
cent per annum since the
signing of the agreement. His
figure may well be true b»t
what he negh to

when using this as an excuse
to intern Natlonalists Is that
this figure comes about due to
the Increase In murders carrled
out by loyalist gunmen. So far
the pleas, threats and logistics
of Unionists have falled to
Impress their Brit masters who
have turned a blind eye and
deal war to their rantings.

Ireland Administration in 1069,
has sald that the
raintroduction of Internment,
no matter how selective, would
be detri tal to Britain's
standing. He goes a long way
to point out that there are 16
million Irish Americans In the
USA who would not take
kindly to internment and might
be drawn to NORAID. Since
when did Britaln care what the
International community
thought of them? Making sure
they get the right people,
worry about International
reaction or the time not being
right to Implement it? None of
these lame excuses will wash
with those who understand how
devious the British

There have been a myrlad of
reasons as to why internment
should not be reintroduced by
ostablishment figures. General
Sir Anthony F

beat the opposition. It willMyho was commander of Land establisghment can be. This on ¢

only serve to to increase their Mporces in the six counties then begs the question, why ::p.h.thl't“hll;:[bo::r: L"h.:::
conrltlﬂencu. lInnlund of driving iy g Internment has sald "In they won't appeass  the enough laws and legislation to
g IL"I':” :l"lw theBangwar to all the calls for Unionists in this case? In the be able to use it, but | think
:th:;]lg Obr f'rm ﬁi;.‘,fn’g ": selective  Internment ...it's mid-seventies the Brits it will be a long time before
strategy which can break the |m¢rwo:h "':“ﬂ rlnnhnmn: Initiated the twin policies of we see Internment agaln in
Sealinck | and miks the @ head to which Ulsterisation and Criminal- tmhnd.-_ NS, BELFAST.
question of Ireland an lssue

that can activate and politicise

working class areas of

Glasgow. With @& principled

pro-Republican stance, allled

to a strategy which goes

beyond involving ourselves In a
competition for the smallest
march on ireland, we can
begin to challenge effectively
the British presence in Ireland.
As has been stated elsewhere
by Red Action in relation to
Irish Solidarity work,

"The only pertinent . question,
we belleve, that existing
solidarity movements need ask
themselves Is not, 'Do we do
enough?'. The question Is, 'Do
we make a difference?’
Without exception, we beliave
that the honest and objective
answer can only be, No , we

Glasgow RA.
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Manchester R.A.
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TAKING THE PEACE

Not too long ago the latest state-sponsored, anti-IRA, circus
rolled into town; the Belfast to London 'Peace Train'. As
they steppad onto the platform of Euston station at 7.30 am,
this rag-tag bunch of Anti-Republican zealots were met not

by the applause of their expected reception committee of
dignitary's but by the sound of Red Action members and
various other groups declaring "no peace, without justice"! As
plod panicked to get between the two opposing groups, the
'Peace Trainers' screeched hysterically, "Fascists"(!71) at the
protesters, who In turn met this with a chant of "Hoods,
hoods, hoods,"!!!a reference to the participation in the train
Journgey of members of 'Familles against Intimidation and
Tarror’ led by Nancy Gracey.

Nancy Gracey is a supporter of the Anti-Republican, Workers
Party. She formed FAIT after the knee-capping of her son by
the IRA for anti-social behaviour, Despite the fact that her

son accepted his punishment and refused to endorse the
campalgn, this didn't stop Gracey appearing at every
opportunity on the TV and papers calling upon peopla to

reject the "gangsters' of the IRA. Interesting? Well, so is the
fact that FAIT is run from the Workers Party HQ, and one of
it's leading members, Henry Robinson, was convicted of knee-
capping @ man while active In the Official IRA, which s,
yep, you gquessed, it, the paramilitary wing of the Workers
Party!

Is there more? Yep!, there certainly Is. Who else was on the
train? Nome other than the Workers Party leader
himself,Pronsias de Rossa. De Rossa went visibly pale while
delivering his speech, as protestors chanted the name of
"Seamus Costello”, the leader of the Irish Republican Socialist
Party murdered in 1977 by, yep, you guessed right again, the
Officlal IRA! Despite claims by the workers Party that the
Official IRA no longer exists, anybody from the Republican
community,especially those who have suffered from it's
violence and intimidation will tell you that this is bullshit.
What else do the FAIT and the Peace Train Organisation have
in common other than the fact that they refuse to condemn
British violence In the Irish war you may ask? Well, both
have recelved grants from the British government of £4,500
and £8,500 respectively.

We could go on, but to put the whole affair In context; we
later found out that an aunt of a Red Action supporter had
besn on the train. Why was this? Did she hate the IRA, etc,
atc,? Not paricularly, It was the only way, she told him, that
sha could get from Ireland to Britaln and back for just £201!
Yeah, the song we sang to the organisers as they boarded
thelr bus to Westminster summed it up.... "Go home you
bums, go home you bums®!l!

CORRECTION 1

In a report of a clash betwe
en British Movement heavies,
and some Red Action person-
nell entitled 'The Rendevous'
(issue 60), we stated cthat
"one of four of their number
required medical treatment”,
Happily this was a typing
error, should have. said
"one In four".Some were
treated on the scene by
ambulance personnel, who
later departed with others
requiring more  extensive
treatment.

_CORRECTION 2

On Friday26th July,
an  Socialist
organised
H-Block,
in

Republic-
Prisoners  Aid
commemaorastive

H-strike social

Hammersmith in aid

Irish  POW's. We stated

the event raised £680, in

fact it raised £860,

a

of
Nancy Gracey, Anti-IRA,
Government funded,
"Voice of Reason',

continued from
front page
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spotting another blue Renault
19 with an almost identical
reg-istration not commected
with poll tax collection, and
deciding that  all  thiogs
considered It  wasa't wery
likely, this seedy individual
was accosted In his vehicle
and  insulted about  his
app and his up
He denied everything until it
was poiated out that
document in his
"Rayner and Ferrar
printed on it. He then claimed
that be bad oanly takes the job
because his wife woulda't have
him hangiog around the house,
which was all too credible.
After keeping perfectly cool
had for two or three seconds, his
Inadvertently parked in such as moustache began to twitch and
way as (o block the road - he wound up his window and
the road being & cul-de-sac, sped down the road. Jumping
to believe that his back in the motor, we

cat was in the process of followed as he wove sbout In

demolished bhe half got @ valn attempt to lose us.
ot to 1 ly ng the game was up, he
that, "it isa't very [fair®, beaded for the motorway and

Quick as a flash, ose of those Out of town. He was followed
present replied, “We don't 10 make sure there was no
care about fair!®. There was a possibility of his returning by
briel silence during which the 8 car full of non-payers
only sownd to bo heard was making frask and impolite
that of the bailiff's bottle Sestures. We all agreed at the
going. Sensing an | end of a bracing day out that
disaster, be ducked back in the the toffs can keep their fox
car and sccelerated away - up hunting. The lower orders can
the kerb and across the derive a similar exhilaration
council's carefully from a jolly afternoon's bailiff
garden, dodging the trees as husting, TALLY-HO!

The arch-bigot Bill Galbrath who boasted that Cheltenham
would stand a black as a Tory candidate over his dead body-
has died.

"Every British male, at some time or snother, goes to
his last football match, It may very well be his first footb-
all match. At my last football match, | noticed that the
fans all had the complexion and body-scent of s cheese-
and-onlon crisp, and the eyes of pitbulls, But what | felt
most conclusively, above and below on every side, was
ugliness-and a love of ugliness. This was in the stands,
and at QPR. One day in 1983, Buford found himself in
The Shed, at Chelsea, wedged Into the solid mass of swear-
Ing, sweating, retching, belching sub-humanity,”

Martin  Amis, of the 'Independent  on  Sunday’, reviewing
the Bill Buford book, 'Among the Thugs'; provides us with
@ poignant reminder, that if the fascists play the
card as @& tectic, class antagonisms the actual basis
for their existence,

race
ure

chlel steward petulantly tried
to disrupt the proceedings by
heckling the Red Action
speaker "Lets hear what shit
she's going to come out with!"
They were removed by
stewards,

the day @
with supporters
right falled to
there was
number of
supporters

Though on
confrontation
of the far

materialise,

lamentably @
provocations from
on the far left; ironically
those very groups that do
nothing on the issue of anti-
fasclsm and  have never
previously supported any Anti-
Fascist Action m sation.
The Soclalist Workers Party
who had Insinuated on local

Over the last ten years the
fallure of members of this
organisation to see any fascists
would be properly regarded as
a political disability. Just
lately it seems to have
manifested itsell as a physical
digabllity as well, with the
BNP "cutting loose" on thelr
meetings and paper sales at
will, the combination seems to
have left them particularly
vulnerable. Content for years
to step sround the issue and

radlo, that they were the allow the Black and Aslan
march organisers, demanded @ communities to silently suffer
speaker at the pre-march the brunt of the attacks, they
fally. When it was pointed out now  appear  capable of
to them that they had not responding only slightly more
aven sponsored the event, their energetically when they

"Dublin fascist thugs have stepped wp thei

S

depicting

bearing the slogan “Beating the Fascists”.Members
of the Soclalist Workers Movement (Irish SWP) have denled
that they are behind 'Red Action'..One source sald...
"Our information is thet the campaign is basically pun
by a small group of skinheads, probably only about twenty
of them.."He added that 'Red Action' are thought to
be based on the North side of the city,"
From the top-selling Irish newspaper, "Sunday World',

FARMGATE

During the trial of Winston rovesled that  she drove
Silcott  for  the murder of home that night to find
P Keith  Blakelock  the the police in riot gear block-
then  Police  Commissioner ing the surrounding  streets,
Sir Kenneth Newman insisted Atv  first  they wouldn't  let
that "Anarchists and her in, but she insisted
Trotskyites” had planned on  walking  through  the
the riot, chaos to her home, Under-
However the only evidence neath  her  block she saw
of a conspirscy 10 plan  scores of "big, strong grown-
Or set up the riot ironically up white men” turning over

enough left the finger point- cars and setting them alight,

ing fragly &t the police " have lived on Broadwater
themselves, rather than Farm  for  thirteen years
the residents of Broadwoter and | swear | have neveg
Farm., seen  these men  before™
. To this day many think
During the trial it was dis- : ’
closed that over 400 police they were police, and the
officers, elght cosches I riot  did not result from
full riot gear were in position :‘sm";“\ sttacking the police
in_ Wood Green two hours p:::“.' r‘,"]" u;lt Eh":h,,h‘ t”"'
before the killing of Cynthia ¥ e O i
Jarret by police, ‘which With Special Brénchi oomgir-
predictably provoked protests ing to bresk IRA mispects
5 the watwi: out of Brixton, it makes
you wonder exactly who

In an interview in the Guard
lan on Nov 28th Mary Silcott

did kill PC Blakelock doesn't
i’
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fit to disrupt

The Class War contingent the rally in ltchy park by
hardly distinguished themselves attacking some AFA stewards.
by  their near hysterical pegpite these distractions the
response to a non-eéxistent march was a tremendous
threat, a lone  pentlonet ,cnievement for AFA  which
heckling from the Bth floor of once again demonstrated a

a tower block! Only the swift

conviction,flair and versatility

intervention of AFA stewards ynoue on the left, remarkably
who  aligned themselves 100, given the potential for
between the  Class War trouble, there were only five

contingent and the police but
facing the Territorial Support

-arrests, three marchers and a
couple from the opposition, or

group prevented arrests and in the immortal words of Chief
the denigration of the Constable Crooks "three of
demonstration into an yours and two of ours!"
undignified sculfle.

Likewise the Revolutionary JAFA has produced s booklet
Communist Party who  insist introducing potential members
:'h.-: fighting  fascists  is fto  the organisation, and
absurd”,  collected  money [has now also produced the,
"far the demonstration™ Jfirst issue of 'Fighting Talk’,
enroute,Not incidentally, |AFA's new magazine. Both
for _the demonstration they lare  available from: AFA
were on, but another organis- [BM 1734  London WC*N
ed by themselves o be |3XX, both priced £1.00.

held  two  weeks later in






